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FEMINISM
N WHE DECADE (97s-(98%

S IANKA

'Then what is this ho-ha about women's lbera-
tion?' asked the Island in an editorial in 1984 on
International Women's Day, which was marked by
the arrest and assault by the police of several women
demonstrating for peace. Many others too wonder
what the ho-ha is about, and why Sri Lanka, with
its high PQLI (physical quality of 1life) for women,
needs feminist organisations of varfous hues to agitate
about discrimination against women and their continued
subordination. But as feminists in Sri Lanka have
realised, the vital “statistics for women, literacy
83%, life expectancy 67 years and a maternal mortal-
ity of 1.2 per thousand births may be comparatively
good, but yet in society, in the family and at work,
women still have a subordinate position. During
this decade (1975-85), which was evaluated at the
Nairobi conference organised by the UN in July
18985, the status of women has been more intensively
discussed and debated than ever before and feminist
consciousness has made notable advances in Sri
Lanka.

The period was one of important economic, politi-
cal and social changes in the country; politically,

N
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Sirima Bandaranaike the world's first woman prime -

minister, was replaced by the government of J.R.
Jayawardena in 198773 the new constitution in 13978
was a change from the ‘'Westminster model' to
a presidential system, and the referendum in 1983,
to postpone elections -until 1988, was one important
sign of tha shift to authoritarianism. After 1977,
the economic changes included the strategy of the
'Open Economy' with liberalisation of imports, deval-

vation, the opening of the Free Trade Zone and,

the encouragement of foreign and local private
capital, leading to some growth of the productive
forces; one of the main features of the open economy
being the growing absorbtion of female labour power

" into the production process as cheap labour. The
overriding crisis of the decade has, houwever, been
the ethnic 1issue, Sinhala~-Tamil riots occuring in
1977 and flaring up again in 1881 and 1983, when

there was a pogram against Tamils, involving kilings,

arsons, loot, rape and continuous blood-letting on
both sides subsequently.

In this period of social and political upheaval

and continuing conflict, it is not surprising that

the women's issue has come to the forefront; today’

it is undeniable that the women's movement is
part of national activity, the annual ritual state
viclence against feminists on March 8th - Women's
Day,' serving . perhaps to prove the point. In 1884
and 1985 women demonstrating on this day were
arrested, tear-gassed and assaulted with batons
by the police, and in 1883, Vivienne Goonewardena
"a_md other women petitioning for peace were assaulted
at the po]ice'station.

In Sri Lanka, the women's movement was not impo-
sed on women by the United Nations or by Western

feminists, but has an independent history. Women
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participated in the cultural revival of the late 1880-
18910 period, educated theinselves - and began to
enter the professions {(the first woman doctor qualify-
ing in 1899), and in the 1820s, the Women's Franchise
Union led the demand for female franchise, which
was oaobtained in 1831, In subsequent years, many
organisations including the Women's Political Union
and the ALl -Ceylon Wamen's Conference, agitatey for
equal rights, Women were also active in ‘trade unions
in the 1920s and in the first Leftist party of the
1930s where women were active in the anti-imperial-
Ist struggle and the battle for basic economic and
social changes; the first autonomous women's feminist
soc—ialist group was the Eksath Kantha BPeramuna
formed in 1848, led by women of the Left parties.
By 1875, women had already made important strides,
not only in obtaining political rights, but also in
education, employ ment, literacy, life expectancy
and health, '




The 'Year of the Woman', proclaimed in 1975
by the UN served to bring the issue 'to the fore-
front again. Almost all political parties, trade
unions and non-governmental organisations celebrated
the event, feminists travelled around Sri Lanka
speaking on the women's issue and meeting with

a good response - from all <classes of women,
Feminist literature from abroad, alseo influenced
many local women,who began to write on the
issue - and to translate feminist writings. New

organisations arose ranging from liberal to Marxist,
which represented various shades of feminism,
Foreign funders, pressurised by their own feminist
move‘mentshegan to support local momen's move-
ments and projects-both at govern'mental and
non-governmental level. The result of this activity
was a forging of 1links internationally between
women's movements, especially with Indian and
other Asian women's groups.

Brahmin Ideology

In order to- understand the wvarious types of
Sri tLankan feminism, that have emerged during
the - decade, it is useful to highlight the anti-
feminist attitudes that have traditionally prevailed
and still persist: in our society, often referred
to as 'Brahmin ideology' (bamunu matha). Uhile
the Sinhalese have no OBOrahmins, and the Tamil
Brahmins of Sri Lanka are wusually confined to
ceremonial temple functions, the concept of'Brahmin
ideology'is widely understoodseven in popular par-
lance.

In the elitist literature (especially reflected
in the 15th century Kavyasekeraya, in the Brahmin's
advice to his dauéhter).a classic . model of female
behaviour among . the upper classes and castec
is projected, involving subordination to the male.
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The 'do's' included

) chastity, - modesty, servility,
self-sacrifice, cpnfine ment to homae, preoccupation
with" children, - husband, relations and . husband's

friends, not to mention loolking after his property;
there ‘was ‘also several gont's',
talk, laughing, running, idling and keeping the
company of independent (therefore bad) women. .

. The essence of 'Brahmin
Sinhala and  Tamil cultures, is that woman's
role is that of wife and mother, that women
have. no brains, are fickle, emotional and cunning
leading men astray and also that ,
prime responsibility to look beautiful, Thus woman
e_merg.es as a devoted mother, a beauty quéen.
an cvil temptress and a stupid housewife., .

women have

) ”Thej concept of beauty and good behaviour
}n wo.men are also stressed by the traditional
J.vd.eologles. To give a feu examplés from the
elitist traditions - the Sinhal-~ concept of beauty

speaks of the Pangha _Kalyani (five
of beauty) Qamel)} beauty-.of h.a;;:t(
2Nne.- youthful  appearance.n "Tamil
had to possess the HNatkunam (Four Great Qualities)
- a sense of fear, shame, ignorance (of bad things)

and retence (not revealin t
 S—— — . oo
o reaE e g much knowledge

‘ attributes
:eth, flesh, skin
culture,women

Today, in spite of
changes , vestiges of the
'and f?itly f'requenltly. some socially
Brahmins' in the form of  politiciang,
leaders, and males in high places, get on platforms
to give advice to women on how they should
behave that\ they should wear, how many children

u:any economic and social
Brahmin ideology' remain
backward
religious

including loud

ideclogy' in both



they should have, how they should not lose their
feminity etc. Belief in the Five Qualities of Beauty
of the Sinhalese’ and the Four Great Virtues of
theTamils still prevail in our society.

To what extent such anti-feminism and ‘Brahmin'
views persist can be seen from recent editorials
in liberal and socialist journals, -The 'Island' the
most liberal of the national English dailies, had
the following comments to make, in" an editorial
entitled 'Women's Liberation} 'in March 1384.

"The feminine consciousness as it obtains today
is another article of the contemporary ideological

baggage borrowed from the West. IA traditional gocietiss,

which the ideologues of women's ~liberation love
to scoff at, woman, .as wife and mother, had her
oun preordained place.

The mother was more often than not the real-

pouwer in the household.

In © the . last analysis, therefore, -she also subtly
influenced the thinking and the decision-making
in the household.

Then what is this ho-ha about women's liberation?
Like most other fadsy, to which our alienated elite
genuflect, this too is a concept hatched in a West
riddled by all the problems which ‘a. post-industrial
society is heir toO.....

The fashionabie women's lib in which our up;jef,\
class women engage is merely a chic posture devoid-

of any meaning .to the large bulk of OSri Lanka's
women”, :

Even more surprising are perhaps the com ments
of the revnlutioﬁary_l.eft. In an editorial on Women's
Day in 1984 the KamRkaru Viththi (Worker's News),
the Sinhala papetr of the NLSSP (the Left breakaway
from ‘the Trotskyist Lanka 5ama Samaja Party)
fiercely attacked the women's movement; feminists
were called 'middle-class canaries, who think women's
oppression is due to men's inherest .animal like
qualities' “and believe that if men "evept inte the
kitchen and helpad in scraping coconut... equality
would be achieved". 0On the question of violence
against ‘women (which feminists have recently been
highlighting) the paper said:

"The relationship between =& man and a womanm
is 'a complex one to which there is.no easy answer.
To outsiders it may loak as if a man is Rarassing
and beating a woman. But if we look closer it is
merely a bit of fun and_ games between husband
and wife."

The -traditional concept of women's subordinate
position still. pervades - many women's organisations.

There are numerous women's assoclations spread™

al over the 1island with very traditional activitiesfor
women, including “many religious ~associations which
organise religious festivities, run orphanages and

homes for destitute or "fallen" women, as well

as urban-based ~ women's groups who .ralse funds
for charity; these are the tacit proponents of 'Brahmin
ideology!. They.take the présent structures of society

as given and treat any sign of independence by

women as transgressiohs of the social order. AN
their activities seep designed to perpetuate the

subordinate status of women, in the name of tradition '

and culture. .

While this traditional ideology still retains its
force, the economic changes in  society, particularly
over the 1last decade, have brought into being a
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new attitude to women - one that seeks to make
off the woman, not only a mother and wife, but
also “a productive worker. Women in our agrarian
society have always been workers, associating the.m—
selves with men at. various stages of the cultivation
cyclet women have always peen the major part of
the plantation labour force. But with the need
for more labour in the expanding, modern sector,
an ideology of 'wemen in development' 'has emerged.

Liberal feminism_and women's projects

Today the most accepted ideology - the one
that receives state patronage, approval from foreign
agencies and governments and f!':om ]iberal—mindec:
persons - seems to be the 'women in development
strategy which takes the.position that 3

1) women -should be emancipated, have equal
political, legal and economic rtights - which inf:l.ude
" equal access to education, employment and political
decision making, and that

2) in the whole process of egonomic growtt:,
women should be ‘integrated -into development’,
by bringing them into new avenues of employment
and income-generating projects.
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The theorists of  this approach generally  accept
the present economic sys-ﬁem, and the vicw that
all’ nations will develop geharally  on the lines of
il estrrn cnpi.ta]_i:;t arouwth, provided that r"l‘lOlJth
quantities  of capital and  technology are available
and provided that traditional societies succeed in

‘referming and modernising their social structures.

However, they arque that up to nov, the honefita
of modernisation. have accrued oifly to men and
that it is necessary to devise plans that it wil
.specifically bring women within the scope of growth,
that will, "integrate women into the- development
process'.

Dngir;g' the ‘decade - (1175-85) this lino of thinking
has become popular in Sri ‘Lanka. and is ‘reflected
in the establishment of a Wemen's Sureau (1978),
in  the participation of official delegations at the
Mexico (1875} and Copenhagen (1980) women's con-
ferences, and at Mairobi (1985);- in the appointment
of NMinister. of <Women's Affairs (1983); and the
increase in women's projects.  Such projects, run
by governmental and non-governmental organisations,
in many cases with foreign funding, are tailored
to the prevailing ideology of foreign funders that-

(1) money for development projects should also
be channeled to projects for women, especially
women from the poorest”sectors of the society;

(2) the projetts should not only be income-genere-
ting, but also be 'grass roots' and 'action—oriented'.
two'key words in development conditionality.

Many of the women's projects, however, are
confined to traditional areas especialy the ubiquitious
'sewing classes' which -exist at all levels. U hore
'women's projects venture beyond sewing, they take
to poultry-rearing, growing vegetables and floware,



batik making, bee-keeping,cookery, and if more
daring, into electrical and bicycle repairs.

While no one objects to women generating some

income for themselves, the limitatios of such
projects are evident. First arises the questian,
how much incofme can actually”be'generated? Secondr
—ho bonafits by the additional income? and third,
what changes _does__it _make in ‘the subordinate

status of women?

Yithin this approach, there is a tacit assumpt-
“jon that the status of women can be improved
by - making -them economically active members of
society, by making them, even in a restricted
sense, economically independent. ‘Besides the
income-generating activities on a self-employment
basis, there ‘is also an emphasis on drawing .women
into the labour force - e.g. into tourist related
activities, into the Free Trade Zone, into the
Middle East as housemaids but there is na question-
ing . of the traditional patriarchal structures
of society. Therefore the relative evonomic inde-
pendence of the woman does not contribute to
her emancipation. She, in fact, WBecomes doubly
oppressed; she has to bear the double burden
of (paid) wage work and (unpaid) domestic labour.
The developmental aproach may therefore result
in binding woman more firmly to her subordinate
status. lUomen are, in - fact, being integrated
intoc a.process of development that still continue
to be exploitative and oppressive as it is male-
dominated and male-oriented.

The 'open economy', has also had consegquences,
in making the country equally open to cultural
and ideological pressures fromthe advanced capital-
ist countries.These pressures have had diverse
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and paradoxical results. On the one hand wve
have the rising tide of consumerism and commer-
cialism; goods and services familiar to the
West are advertised through the -television,
in the- same manner as in the West, thus making

gf part vof an ‘international market. Women,
in their roles as housewives and motheré. play
a prominent part in these campaigns - from the

woman who advertises her clean bathroom on TV
to the beauty queen who extols the merits of
a particular brand of milk powder. Women are
also used as sex symbols - to advertise anything
from a car to eau-de-cologne. On the other
hand, there are films and TV shous which portray
women as the equals of men - in politics, in
business, in spying, in fighting etc. However,
that may be, it is possible that the new Western
pressures on our culture and and valuss- do play a

part forming or changing feminist consciousness.

‘Many of. the 'developmentalist school' while
being. fully supportive of women in all fields
of activity also show vestiges of- 'Brahmin ideo-
logy' namely momans ‘obligation' to produce

‘children and to look 1like a beauty. queen at

the same time. For example, an editorial 1in
the SUN (26.2.85) on 'Virtues of Womanhood'
refers with approval to the speech .of the Mindister
of State, Anandatissa de Alwis, who in addressing
the University UWomen's Federation,, urged women
professionals not to 1lose their femininity.
The editorial states:

'"When the Minister referred to 'loss of femininity
he was apparently not referring to any romantic
fiction. Femininity first and foremost, is embod-
jed in ‘the glory of motherhood. Whatever the
bra-burning liberators or the professionala
of assorted vices may say, a woman's noblast .
and greatest role has -and always will be {in
the beauty of motherhood.



Women can. reach ,for thﬂé stars, only if .and
as long as her launch-pad is a good home, which
she has helped %o build, Any other foundation,
fashionr-ble though it may be, would be threadbare”.

The developmentalist  ideclogy is translated
inté actien by the Women's' Bureau and. varisaus
other nan-governmental organisations - like thi

Mahila Samitis  which ar. - ¢ngaged in the task
of encouraging and teaching rural women ¢o
becomre producers in the economic sphere. In

the urban areas there are” also various ‘associations
of professional women, as well as the fzmala
counterparts of ‘business organisations like Rotary
and Lions, all with limited objectives, the limitation
“lying precisely in their ideology. . They may be

for achieving some .type of equality - -socially,
educationally, legally, economically - but all they
may achieve is the appearance v of  equality;

the substance of equality will elude them _as long
as the patriarchal structures remain in place.

In the political arena, organisations qf women,
linked to wvariious .political parties have emerqged.
The left and non-left parties have women's organisa-
tions which are mainly mabilised during Aelectio,rirs.

Recently, the government has started the Seva
Vanitha movement, significantly copied from the
Indonesian model of Dharma _Vanitha. Wives of
officials in ° various government departments and
offices are organised in hierarchical groups, parallel
to the status and position of the husbands (The
Minister's wife being the President of the Seva
Vanitha in each ministry!). The functions of the
baminis (Brahmin's wives) of the Seva Vanitha
are to help in implementing government policies
and organising varous . social charitable events;
its purposes are thus linked directly to the whole
bureaucratic state apparatus and in nog way serve
to tackle the question of women's subordination.

Socialist Fe minists

Today the . word feminism includes but goes
beyond reforms for achieving equal status. It is
used to highlight women's. struggles against all
the various aspects of patriarchy - including male
dominance in the home and family,the unequal

"man-woman relationship, vomen's double- burden

in - production at work and reproduction of the
species, male control of wo m an's sexuality, women's
unpaid domestic labour, and woman's subordinate
status in the culture (including religions) of the
country. The women's struggle is not for emanci-
pation, but for liberation from all the oppressive
structures and institutions of patriarchal society.
This” is a consciousness that is now emerging in
contra~distinction to both the traditional ideology

~of female subordination and the presently dominant

school. of women in development. This type of
of feminist consciousness goes together with vieus
on the restructuring of the economy and socisty
on non-exploitative, socialist lines. '
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The first socialist feminist group in Sri
in 1978.Fais 6;;1&;—_tmhicn puhlishes a Jjournal
in % lanquages) ralsed many new issues. ranging
from equal- pay and Pconomic demands, to rapso
_’and wife~-bartering, ‘as’ well as sexism, in the
media and especially Tattacking beauty competi-
€10h in. subsequent years, several othar sgocial-
ist fominxst grouffs emerged, -the Women' s'LibPrdt—
ion M owement  in_Ja-Ela, the Progressive Momnn 5
ﬁggg& in Ibbagamuva and many other smaller women's
organisations. flany of these feminist socialist
groups have come togethen ‘in the Women's Action
Committee , which agitates ‘an  specific: issunes
and annually celebrates International Women's
Day. The Left parties, inCluding'the Lanka Sama
Samaja Party and the Communist Party,also - have
separate women's assoc1at10nq.'mhich have con§§s~
tently highlighted women's social and economic opPp-

ression.

The area of women's” exploitation at work has
been the ' main concern of the socialist feminists
- special attentlon being paid to wages and conditions
in. the Free Trade Zone, plantations and in agricul-
ture. Studies on the export of women to W est
Asia,, women and tourism and women in the informal
‘sector, have further revealed new areas of women's
exploitation and oppression. Opposition - to night work
for women has been another issus ‘that has been
at the forefront of agitations of feminists oven
thelast few years.

One area where _there has bgen sOme agitation,

by socialist feminists during the decade but with
litle result, has beenthat of the beauty industry.
The open econorny strategies and increasing coumimer-
cialisation and ‘cansumerism,have _increased the

number of inane beauty competitions and fashion
shows as. well as the misuse of the faces and
bodies. of women to advertise products. The
earliest battles the feminists in Sri Lanka
had with the establishment, and with advertisers
and _journalists was on the issue— of women in
adverﬁlsing and beauty competitions. .Howeyer,
in spite of the continuing popularity of these
forms of activity degrading to women, the growing
conscicusness among women and men about these
issues during the decade, is often reflected
in newspaper com: 2nt and in conversationss
Even editorials in newspapers attacking the
spail-sport puritanical feminists for their
attitude to beauty éompetitions, show awareness
of the arguments against such events. For exam-
ple, the Island (23.08.85) in an editorial com-
menting on the BBC television ban on beauty
competitions,, referred to the exploitation
and commercialisation that are features of such
competitions but attacked the 'Lanka 1libbers'
for ~not appreciating that 'a thing of beauty
is a joy forever'

Women's Struggles

The Socialist feminists basically go beyond
the 1liberal r~velopmentalists™ in that their
agitation is definedin terms of liberation rather

. than emancipation. Unlike the developmentallsts,

who accept the system is given, the Socialist
feminists are for changing the system, believing
that women's exploitation and oppression’ are
not 'social evils' (to be eradicated by legis-
lation), but are part of the whole exploitative

‘econiomic'system which depends for its survival

on the centinuing oppression and exploitation
of both men and women. The women's movement,
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they argue is therefore not. only a demo =

cratic struggle for equal rights, but



is also. part of the struggle for radical social
change. ’

It is in this context that socialist feminists
have actively sujported s(‘.rur_u.-l«_-s1 aof wom_.a in
the day-to-day situations at work and in the family.
During the decade there have been several success-
ful strugqgles of around 800 women factory workers

of the Polytex Garments in Elkala for better con-

ditions of pay and" work. These workers were supported

by a feminist group in Ja- Ela {(the Women's Libera-
tion Movement) which runs the  Women's Centres
_other feminist organisations were. mobjlised  to
give- joint 'support.in’ the form of pu:kﬁtmn gis-
“tribution of handbills, PFinting  posters, collecting
funds for the strikers and informing foreign women's
grouns of the Polytex Yomen's struggle.

It will be useful to distinquish brtween Lwo
grougs . of socialist © feminists. One group would
give primary emphasis to achieving changes in
the economicand social stryctures, believing that
a socidblist society would pave-thevay for uwomen's
liberation. The other would give wmore /vemphasis

to the struggle against patriarchy believing that.

unless continuously opposed, patriarchy is lHkely
to survive even in a socialist mode of production.

" to molestation, rape, ‘incest and

It is socialist feminists of the second group
who have been content with limiting the struggles
to 'equal rights' in an unequal society. They
have gqgone further and probed other areas of wom~
en's oppression, especially highlighting the oppression
in the family and within marriage.,l’hese»feminists
have not hesitated tb raise issues such as male
dominance in the family, in society, in politics,
in relgion and ideology - in short, they have
emphasised the dominance of patriarchy 1in all
spheres of life, They have showun that Iinspite
of high achievements in educatlon, literacy, health,
life ' expectancy in Sri Lanka, women can yet
be sybordinate since patriarchy oprevails. They
have also raised the issue - of wviolence against
waomen, from harassment on the road and in buses,
wife-beating,
and violence of all types especially rape against
minority women during @ ethnic violence. Due to
rise in consciousness on the issue of violence
against women, newspapers are reporting and
com menting more on this - issue. Violence which
was a somewhat hidden issue is now openly discussed
and has been the subject of several recent seminars,
one by socialist feminists and another by the
Women's Bureau gquaintly called 'Women and
Safety’. :

The right of a woman to contrgl her own
sexuality and the process of reproduction is another
issue raised by these fe'minists; this includes agita-
tion for ihe change of the antiquated abortion
laws which is now beginning to emerge as an
issue. As in India discussion has alsobegun on
the need for a common legal code for all ethnic

groups, so that discrimination aqgainst Tamil and
Muslim women cannot contidue under the quise
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of respect for their traditional laus. Another
aspect of increasing . feminist consciousnesc

during the decade has been the recognition by fem-
inists ‘of the importance of Women's Studies.
The Women's _Education _Centre and the Centrs
forSociety and Religion has started a Women's
Studies programme which alsa has a socialist

feminist orientation.

Women and the Ethnic‘Issue

The ethnic conflict between Sinbalese and
Tamils which- has engulfed Sri Lanka since 1983,
has had a significant impact on feminist ceons-
ciousness. Ethnicity is an issue 'whiph has cut
across political lines and chauvinist attitudes
can: be found not only among Brahmin ideologues
but alsoc among other 'sections. However, what
is important in the emerging feminine consciousnes
is the desire for a peaceful and just solution
and cessation  of violence.This has given rise
to significant women's .peace movements baoth
in the North and South of Sri {aqka~, It 1s &
remarkable development, that on this {issue,
as well as many others, feminists appear . to
be in advance of various other groups in society.

In the North, the violence, arrests, rapes
and killings have led to many new organisations
emefgiﬁg which are non-political movements mobi-
lising people. Apart from the Citizen's Committess
(which have included women) formed to look into in-
justices to people and to provide relief necess-
ary, @& Mother's Front was . formed 4in Jaffna,
an organisation of women who have joined together

to protest against arbitrary arrests and detention
of their. sons and to provide help in areas where

people are suffering from want of food and
clothing. Recently the Mother's Front has openly
criticised one of the militant Tamil groups
for putting up posters all dver Jaffma asking
women to produce more children (Saturday Review,
April 1985). In  the South of Sri Lanka, women
of all ethnic communities have formed the
Yomen__for Peace movement, which has deplored
violence and called for a political (rather
than) military solution to the -problem: it
has not only launched an island-wide signature
campaign for peace  but has also published
documentation in all languages against racism,
which is distributed in schools, workplaces
and public meetings.
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A broad overview of ~changes in feminist
consciousness during the last decade would
thus show a shift from traditional ideology
to a view encompassing women in both the prodic-

" tive and reproductive spheres. In. so far as
women are’being encouraged to shift from house-
hold into wage work, and to achieve a measure
of economic independence, this may bte seen
as a move in the direction of women's emancipa-
tion. More and more women are thus being
given the basic pre-requisites for an independent
existence. However, the limits of this approach
have to be realised; the necessity of wmoving
further ahead in the direction of true liberation
is the task of feminists today. :

At the beginning of the -decade much was
written and spoken of 'consciousnéss-raising'
among women. In Subsequent years, however,
there was a trend of starting 'projects' for
women, without any component of raising con-
sclousness. Today many feminists are again
recognising the need for an organised, sustained
campaign to make women and men aware of the
fact that women can have a high physical quality
of 1life and yet be subordinate. During the
next decade, this awareness of the continued
exploitation and oppression of Sri Lankan women
has, to be brought to the masses of women in
factory, field and plantation, Women cannot
continue to be 'bought off' with equal pay
and 'project' or ‘with promises of participation
in the system. Women both rural and urban have
shown their militancy during the decade, have
challenged the myths and superstitions of the
'Brahmins" and have fought in the workplace
and on the streets for their rights. It is
now necessary to move "ahead and mobilize more
women into the only project that is of real
interest to women - namely the project for women's
1iberation.
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publications of the Wwomen's Education Centie
1. Women, Work and Exploitation (Sinhala)

2. Tamil Women Workers on the Tea Plantations

(Sinhala)

3, Tamil® Women Workers on the Tea Plantations

(English)
4. Karuna Perera - Thahanchi

5. Tamil Women Workers on the Tea Plantations
(Tamil)

6. Women, Work and Exploitation
7. Indian Woman - Nationalism (Sinh?la and Tamil),

8. Age Lokaya - Monica Ruwanpathirana (Sinhala
Poem9y

9. Sedona - Eva Ranaweera (Sinhala Novel)

10. Becoming Visible - Women in European History

11. China - Women (Sinhala)

12. 18th Century Feminism (Sinhala)

13. A Profile on Sri Lanka

14. Liberation and Women's Struggle
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The objectives of the Women's Education Centre
ane twofold. On the one hand, we want to naise Ampon-
tant issues neganding the nole of women in modenn
socdety. 1T 4s with this aim that we have Launched
a prwgramme o4 publishing simple educational pamph-
Lets fon women in Srd Lanka in Sinhala, Tamil and
| English.

7 On the othen hand, we hope that through this pho-

gramme, we can Link up with women alf overn Sni Lanka,
to neach a betten understanding o4 thein experiences
and needs and, togethen with them, participate An
broaden stnuggle fon social change.

We hope these pamphlets wikl be of use 2o all
" women's groups, crganizations and committees in
the country.

KUMART JAYAWARDENA / BERNADEEN STLVA
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