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A Wish: A School and a Temple on each Road

_ Prof.A. Sanmugadas, Ph.D. (Edinburgh)

The Tamil poet Makakavi Subramaniya
Bharathi wished that the sweet sounds of the
performing arts should be heard in each house and
a street must have at least one or two schools 656
Gempub sewoulsr wpwsed off Gsmmitb SpeeLng
uetefi™). Indirectly he advocated an aesthetic
education. What is the use of this type of
~ education? The Indian scholarship believed that the
learned must go through a learning that is
underlined with "Sathyam", "Sivam" and
“Sundaram"” i.e. education_’.‘:_that leads to the
understanding of 'truth' (Sathiyam); education
leading to God consciousness and education
leading to the understanding of beauty and
aesthetic feeling. One wonders whether these
three have to be leaned independently by three
groups of students or each student has to learn all
the three branches. Curriculum has to be designed
to impart these three to all higher learning
students. :

Another interpretation is given to the word
Beauty: that is whatever the education that you
receive has to i prove the inner beauty of a person.
What is inner beauty? Hindu sages have said that
the ornament of man is his physical form. the

~ ornamentsof the form are his inner virtues, and the -

ornament of his virtues is his knowledge. The
ornament of the virtues that he receives from

proper education of truth and Go.d”consc_iousness_
add beauty to a person. Even an ugly person is

considered beautiful if he or she has proper
education. A Tamil verse explains this beautifully.
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The beauty that comes of one's hair style,
attractive clothing and make-up with turmeric elc.,
is not real beauty. It consists in the inner virtues of
~ goodness and rlghteousness inculcated by
education. - '

Having made the point that an appropriate
education is essential, iwould like to let my wish be
known here. Bharati wished that the sweet sounds
of the performing arts should be heard in each
house and a street must have at least one or two
schools. What | wish is that each street must have a
school and a temple_; A school imparts the proper
education. That gives the knowledge which is the
ornament of virtues. But virtues without the right
understanding of life, the knowledge of the goal of
life, the discrimination between the good and the
bad, bondage and liberation are not going to help us
to deliver the proper services tothe humanity.

The knowledge that we obtain from a school
has to be transformed into gnanam (wisdom).
Temple is the place where you will get this.
Knowledge is good. Science education that gives
you a scientific knowledge has produced a number
of comforts to the human beings. It has given us
several luxuries that we enjoy in this world. But at
the sam time it is _the one that has produced
number of arms and atomic bombs that are
continuously destrdliing several human beings all
over the world. Irgroper commercial ambitions,
atic and political thinking have
vy a religious education can
er place forth'is-isthe-tempi_e.

fo be stopped.
achieve this: Th

The Hmdu :_i ple gives you an opportunlty
to fall down at 2ot of the Almlghty This has a
psychological and physical effect on you. Falling
down develops a .g'nse of humility in your mind.
There is a saying in Sanskrit "Vidya dadhati vinaya"
(Education give’s'hu}niiity) But we know that mere
school education is not going to give us that. That is
why a templeis n,’e*eded just by the side of the
school. Let us graa?uate from the school {or the
University) and proéeed to the Temple to transform
the know!’edgetg}g@anam. _
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