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VOICE OF GOD

Prof. A. Sanmugadas, Ph.D. (Edinburgh)

We all would love to hear God's voice.
Unfortunately we are not tuned to that state of
seeing or listening to Him. Japanese have a set of
poems that are called "God's voices”. These
particular poems have hidden meanings which are
taken as prophecies or voices of God. In Bible, we
read that people have listened to Lord Abraham's
voice. Tamil literary texts document some
instances where God's voice is heard.

First time we hear His voice in Thirumuru
karruppatai (284-291). Nakkirar, the poet
announces:

‘Siaiiedr prGent (@il Sgeueoedt

b Gaed ALIEHLDIBET SUETTLSL BIBE!
"Oh L_ord! The beggarwho has wise mouth and who
is to be pitied, has come, admiring your glory,”

Nakkirar continues to say that at that time
Lord Murukan has appeared on the top of the hill
showing His young divine form and said to the
beggar,

" Sigsere @ibyod SipfleucBir eupey”

"Fear not, | am aware of your arrival”

Thus spake Lord Murukan! This is the first
Tamil literary evidence of God's voice.

We have clear eviden Cilappatikaram
where the God's voice is figard as a reply to
Kannaki. Kannaki heard that i

knew that her husband was mnpcent and faultless.
Therefore she wanted *0 venfyfmth the Divine. She
calls all the women of th cowherds. In front of them

yusband has been
slaughtered by the order of th’f ing. She very well

she asks the Sun God:

umbifeny Gauedil LEOUNEST BB
snLisdié areaGer seTeuBsTT e aTSEuoTalsT

"Oh God of burning rays! You are aware of all
what is happening in the world that is surrounded
by water. Is my husband a thief?"

As an answer to it the voice of the God is
heard:

‘s eTeUGEUTT SIEDEVEDT B(HMIBILINEE00T LOTSTIL

gereisn 2_sworamitblel EYETETD ASTBESTE

"Oh Lady with black Kayal fish-like eyes! He is
not a thief! This city will be consumed by fire.
Said a voice."

The Saiva Tamil epic Periyapuranam has
several instances where the voice of the God is
heard. It starts with Sundarar where God comes as
an old Brahmin to file a case against him. Finally the
Brahmin won the case and Sundarar followed Him
to Thiruvennainaliur temple where he hears the
God's voice. Sundarar and others have already
heard the voice of the God who was in the form of a
Brahmin. They were not aware that they were
hearing God's voice. But at the temple they were all
aware I‘t_fha_t_ theyywere listening to the voice of God.

ligion of the Tamils, we have seen

vigorously at temple rituals.
‘that God possessed them and
_ dwere believed to be the words of
God. People thalight that God was speaking to
them through the pér‘sons who were possessed.
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