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THE PREMIER PORT

IN SOUTH ASIA

A massive Port Expansion Project has transformed
Colombo into a modern Container Handling Port and
Transhipment Centre qualifying for “Base Port” status
with the following additional facilities to the Industrial
and Commercial Port Users:
® Bulk-Handling facilities for Grain, Fertilizer and Cement,

® Rebagging and Reprocessing facilities.

® A Streamlined Bonding Service.

Any special requirements could be arranged for on request.

Enquiries:

SRI LANKA PORTS AUTHORITY

19, Church Street, P. Q. Box 595,
Colombo, Sri Lanka.

Telephone: 25559 Telex: 21805 PORTS CE
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MO ARMS FOR
THE BOYSR

A TR s Citfeen’s Voluns:
lepr  Fopce  recetedt by fhe

el Last . Prowinoial Colieest

& iing Wileut arns, o Pros
vincial  eotec . IiRister et

- opiained,  The Centeal - povern-

mant . hse  failed to o provide
fham the RecsEsery Arms and
amuireiticn, M, Perivathanby
Mirnbataran, Food and Feher-
fes minrgfar fofd FHE ISLAMND
an the fine frose Batticsios,

The CMF was trelfned by the
frodae  army, - Mowe  fhey are
moving.  abwouf, snarmed, e
the Mokl g East with the
Indiare Peace Keaping: Force,

O fficial goathy hae feff trained
marn dalmy  motRing, the Pro-
vineisl counedl minEtar ofer-
Tha NE Prowvincis! Coun-
cit has plfeaz fa faka in FLOO
ponthe far Cthe - CVE. . which
Wil fe tho provieciad police,

HABEAS CORPUS —
A RECOFRD

Elghty-five - fabess - cornmus
aaplicatians were fled in ihe
Cowrt - of Appear frroa ool
day.- Aurit 200 Ties was 7
record’ . pdeRbér, - fagal oiries
Faid, dhe  spoicetions wera
1’ regpact of persons Jdetained
I pofice.  stations &nd army
CEATES

‘!fﬁreden contarnad on
armed conflicts

Apirt from the deep bredth
of disgust  Tvom Mreo Chetgy
(LG 133,88 ane support. of
the wvisw deninl tn mae and
my collesgue,  some guestinns
i the officinl Swedish sTapd-
point  wis-a-vis® ¥rio o Laoka
were - Taiscd.

It waa not “seporatist bob-
bies"?  herc that -ruized the
iswae ol the Swedish Embuzsy
in - Culumbo  discriminating
wpwinst - Tamils - from o Sri
Lanka upplying [or visas to
Swreden. The slory was reveal-
ed by the  muling o ozl
demacrata’ weekly *Broders-
kap'" and then fucther clab-
arited  an o Bweden's: largest
|:|:|q:-|:|'l:|1|p' dzily =Tlagens Mvi-
eter [liberil) and others. The
fuels were . therc
relewint - Crowernmeil
vitics: o im - Steckbolm
instroeted  the

anclio-
lnder
Embaysy - In

Colambn fo o coveeet  its Fou- -

tinocs with regard 1o Tamil
wisa applicano.

The Swedish  Clovermment
does generilly ool prociann
g standpoint onvisg ur asyinm
scckers,  Bach tase is regurderd
ag @ andividosl one fetcept
far Vhe quatas received Irom
the  LUMNBLR  which do o mot

| ppply here), This medns t]..1¢'|t
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Sweden - has crejected  suime
Tamil cuses tmd it bas pocepred
oilers. Infsrestingly  thers s
now alsozome Binbwle refupes
cages wnder consideration,

The  Soredish  (Fover oiment
has exprossed its grave con-
cern om the - armed eanflicts
in 8ei Lanka. Therelome - flic
18T peace agreement balwien

Bri- Lunkw  wmd - Eadin wns
welcomed --by - -ihe  Swedich
Crowernment.. Howeser, - thes

reports fiom  Ammesty Iut:*
pariopal  on  laman Tiohis
virdations an Sri Lanka -appa-
renlly has piade srealer jrmpact
op - the Swedih Oroveirpment
then oo cheir  eolldagues n
BT Lunkes, Swid:the Swedish
Minister of Development Afla-
irs in - 1DET: fOWe fruct - the
Avrancaty Toterautionwl duae 1o
theid good Teputation-all over
the world. The wviclatiods in
811 Tanka 5oy one cxample
of  the  wpolatiens - they have
repirfesl,”

Last . yeur. ‘the = Swedish
®inister . of - Forcign  Trude
weote - that  Bweden do - mod
allow the export of urms to
Sri-Lanka due to the armed
conpflicta there. . This indicatzs
that the Swedish Croverament
might ot approve  of all
mensures taken by he Ari
Lonkan' Ciovernment. ta solvc
(he  conflicts. .

Mr L‘J:n.-,l‘.t:;I exfensively discu-
cged the faol thal we were twy
individunl euses being denied

{Contimued on pope 36)

Could Mr. Vasantha Aisra-
singhe. hindhy Sall ovar At
thiz office 1o - distusd his
request to the Editor. Ve da
it have his addreszs aF
phona namber.
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inut untamed sprmgs
a surprise !

Me 'rv}rh de Silva

ha ‘Tlgcr ig Tendy to ik —

iy Tresident Premadasia's 7&-
presentafives. - The LTTE s teum
will probably be led by Anton
Ealasingbsim, olten doseribed in
the mestero press 2s% 1he 'theo-
retician’ of 1le LTTE  but morz
aceurately ils lang- time Taorndon
hased politisal spokeiman.

CMimiug ik - for tha ieadstianal
Mew Yeur 13-14 April,
oatinnal ofestivities o that o the
sinkilews gnd  the  Tamil-cun
jointly celehrate in receat Limes,
Prasidepmt  Prommadaso- [sugehes
his  wPeacd. Olengive™. T will
brpin  with: a week long . cedses

fire by goveenmcat troops. T
will be gmilateral, a token of
iz anmmimant, i :

“The  tpeape s olfensive' . was

aimeod a2t the IVE, primaorily, 30
not exelwanyedy - - The Y¥P s reply
5, 4 gesounding ctWOP,
Lipatissd o Sfamanayaks’s
meEnl,

bz alilc,
dpped  lettee™ o the Preaidont
©hag described gt
gise Ao fetilie's T uniderlncs
the govermment™s Dailice Yo ad-
dircss the centrul issues of the
TFareil strupple™ It pelers 1o
¥, ¥our government aod the
Credrcrpiment - of Todin™  preésiim-
ing obviausly thet che ceasefire

stute-

Hhie arrgie

(Sce

the LTTE in an

A8 ‘A CEIrS

Sl comac to TeRaEnjsc 'ﬂJHL i

|-< a - joont - exerdize.  The LTTE .

iz Firm G oie  point.
MEFT land cwor arons -

Tl e [

(The cletter - adsn - nules thal
‘hefore the -slection’ Mz Fre-
madass was osmumitted. fo Jhe
withdraoeul o of the 1PEL, © Tivi-
dently, the LTTE eays,: bz hus
chimged | iz amind. S Then gomes

Te will
“hat 1o

this most pmiegestitg statement:

an

ey

he Ti; ger, ‘bruised -

STt miy |:|E..*:I.'|'|:1T '_.r,.'-:*:u der -t
consider -~ Ahe  Fodian CArmy is
oooUpring  ArmYy-

wiant done without unduly dope-
J£bang  your  own resauroen .
Ilowewer we wish ta Lell ].c.-u
51ruiglul'-::u.".r.'ard15.' that wou . may
gove cahead aad ernrigace e
birtfiricht fof the Sivhala p-&.‘_lp'l?
but - we el nol mor|page ke
rights ol the Tamil peepie™

" The lstler aods on this note:
"neil - the

he
Tiie,

o i1y
And after: they Ieave, you

the Gsland of Ceyloh, thepe’are
Pwin natisna; CAad: alfer that,
l.-.?1|| rll;"l':lﬂ nn:n]u:r WL TIOT
peanseliee",

Except on the buku, .11r=51w:1
of e gotioes’,’ . the CLTTE
gteudpaint. ks ooy Feature:s
COmTaE - To
mast  of =1 op the IPEE
ita rale. and on - President Pee-
madasa’ 3 puc- and post polls post-
Wi'es

i, g
by April
& clramutic Gwroaboat dhat surc-
prives aod opossiblyjolis Delhi,;
the Sri- Lankan public spd the

sy than

Colficind- - Dppesition, amd inlec-
nationgt pbservers. - Whnt© hap-
pened . inm the iotersol?

{a} Tho J¥Pa cuteight tojection
o-0f the. ceasclire,
(21 Foteign affairs And  Siafa
Bimister ol  Prefence, - Mr,
Fanjan- Wijeriine '+ eapmes-

piom b surprige apd diswp-.
e TRKTT -

pointinent - (hak
wonld not reapect the povern-

ment’s ecasefire declaraliog. -

PBecaygye
after: all 1the Indiin poveromenl
1% oporforming o tdsk iRat yon -

appressive  Indian
2L iny leitves, our lund, there will -
such ‘thing 28 n cease.

(41}

the TWP - pocition, .
and. .

A2 hond s —
1 — s TRl

cof -Columbo apd Delhi.

which dr.‘n&rlmg Yodian 'H;rg_h
Comnpsssener, - Mt T, B
et diul uqsut-:-j f‘|||:|:| that
1t Wil

The  “ear- Hombe hlast in
Trineo, wiich kol led af Jeack’
Hlpersens, mostly Sinhalsse,-
the anti=Tamil reprisuls, and
attack - on' Muilim villapes
in - Muotur b unidentified
bands, belivved tohe armed
Tamil grouns, bombs: thrown
ot dalfnu-bound . hukes g
Celombo and 2 gremide at-
fuck oo the “RPIELL office’
im.the GOETE. Building, aod
crucially, - W Wijeracnes
gtitemertt oo OV thut Sias
halese. eosidayiy: fo Trinco
printed ap dceusing Tiager
gt the LPRLE: *. Thia |'|:|'-|'.||.|]F|:|l
& ampry ocofboest o Trom?
Moardi=liast  Chief Migisier
cowhuo aemuseds n urg ) sains
halese  politicians™, inclid:
dmg Ministors, sTals offieials,
nod pertEin T pes spilppers; of
trying  to o de—itablize  and
sdoatioey Al o M=F cobneil
apd the gdevolution sglieme,
Cropazition Leadcr Wy s, Ban-
diranaike’s  statement  1hut
the bomb. outraze And other
wrganised violenee could be
pisrt: ot - A plan - ta chicss
wwey Sinhalesesind Muslims
fram the Fast  before: the
~Taly & relerendum to deeide
the Taie of the Marth Fagt
e rger, - -

While ‘there

(e

it a NF.LITE
copveruzore - un the IPKT  pod
the deed ~for it withdrawal,
thers  “upe - ather tevelopnents
umd - tendoneica which perhapa
provide the nedcswary background
apginct owhich e undersiampd
Dot the LTFLE S tucticd] mago-
ucvele as well su the reeponses

The
mats threat to the Sri Lapkon
glale <omes from the: TVE, oot
the: LITE. ALl -pactics 4o the
coplict.  now | appreciate  fully

3



_ the "s;;f_:_:‘_ﬁ.f‘;'t'sf'.{_ :"t.i-i"l'er'nma’ .c_harac-: ;
_terised by President JR as ‘‘the

two-front war’>. Given its man.
power, resources and inexperi-

ence, the Sri Lankan armed.
. forces cannot fight on two fronts

—1the South and the North.

That dilemma is also President

-~ Premadasa’s  most  burdensome
fegacy. ol e
‘The JVP’s  “‘patriotic  war”

began  with-the July 1987 war

and is kept alive and ‘nourished
by the provocative presence of

-an ‘occupying foreign foree’ - -

the foreigner being the historic

. euemy of the Sinhalese, the

aggressor from the north, India,
the Dravidian South, President

~Premadasa realises that cven a

- partial pull-out of the IPKEF

will weaken .the potency of the
~ JVP's main propagandist-agita-
tional issue (the IPKF) and its
- Capacity
nationalist Sinhala youth.

- As important, is the widening

-gap between the Centre and the

EPRLF-controlled = North-east

council; the EPRLE being Delhi’s

favourite, and the LTTE’s main
enemy, The EPRLF Chief Minis-

~ter has persistently protested
~that the Centre has denied it

effective, and substantial power,

funds, arms for its 1,500 Citizens -
Volunteer Force, and complained

bitterly over the uncooperative,

~if not obstructionist attitude of

government officials. -

. the LTTE saw an_ ‘opening’
which it seized, in the hope of

immediate,  tactical - gains;, if

 not jong-term advantages.

- The LTTE has lost its once

unassailable political-military do-
minance over the North,

If its military back has
not been brokep, its body has
. suffered many bruising blows.
Tt was smart to help its ally
EROS win many parliamentary
~ seats, defeating  the

EPRLE group in he North,
The LTTE knows that many

~ Tamils resent the IPKF presence

{S5ee JAFFNA REVISITED) and
- are also petrified at the thought
~of the Sri Lankan army retur=
- ning. ~ The war-weary = Tamil

. community craves for a resto-

ration of mnormal . conditions:.

4

President  Premadasa

to mobilise militant

~ M is in this sitvation that

_ opposition, offer him a
of opportunity’ which it would
-~ be foolish not to hit..

“TULF.

The LTTE’s notorious intransi-

gence - is seen as a major im-

pediment to such a process.

Secretly, a large number of

Tamils may be critical of the .
LTTE’s refusal to ‘compromise’.
.. The LTTE mneeds a “‘breather’.

What better time than this?
and

UNP would dearly love to start

talks with the JVP and coax

them to lay down arms and

- consider entering the democratic
‘process. Failing that, the govern-
ment must blunt the attack of

Sinhala " opposition — JVP, the

armed vanguard, and the SLFP.
MEP etc, the parliamentary oppo-

nents. - For this, there must be

a more self-assertive Presidency

that distances itself from Delhi,

and logically, Delhi’s favourite,

the TULF-EPRLF combine.

Jaw-Jaw is always excellent

P.R., not only locally but inter-
nationally where the resolution

of armed conflicts is the domi-

nant trend. In so aid-dependent

couniry as Sri Lanka, the regime
must be constantly alive to

international opinion especially
when its relations with the

all-important IMF-IBRD are in

a state of dangerous flux.

Ceascfire, . ncgotiations, peace
talks, the international fashion, is
a pressing need of the regime.

_Mr. Velupitlai (Clint Eastwood)

Prabhakaran will never give up

AK-47 or his dream of ‘Eelam’.

Right now, however, bargaining
from a relatively weak position,
be has been sharp enough to
sce that the contradictions bet-

ween the main players, Delhi
and ' Colombo,  the UNP, the
JVP and the broader Sinhala

- Minimally, he buys time, the
necessary  breather,

for even better terms. If the
talks collapse, which may be

Likelier, he has © demonstrated
that he is - mot the 'incurably

militarist commander

with ‘a
“closed mind”, e

the

- Lanka had bheen under

_occupied

‘target

If he is
offered terms (devolution) more
Cattractive than the ‘Accord’, he
can then re-establish contact with
Delhi and bargain with India

Taken as a "whol__e,.-. what do

“these events and trends indicate?

Mohan Ram, a wellknown India
specialist  on insurgency, has
said:- “Readiness. for talks with
the LTTE implies that the ratio-

_nale of continued Indian involve-
ment is now officially in doubt;. .
_the conflict is beiter left to be
-sorted

ed out between the Sinhalese
and the Tamils”. e

The -'LTTE statement expressed

' special appreciation of-President

Premadasa’s remark that “exter-
nal forces have been able to
secure their own inferests because

of internal confiicts™..

_Mr. Premadasa refurned to the
subject on- Sunday 23rd, when

“ He addressed the UNP’s Colombo

Central organisation. “Why can’t
we join hands and forge ahead?’
he asked, observing that Sri
foreign:

rule many times: =

Mrs. B wants

Israelis to go

Tﬁe"ﬂoﬁ-. léad;er of the oppo-

.sition. ~and SLFP leader Mrs.

‘Bandaranaike has given notice
of the following motion: — That
while welcoming the decision
to upgrade the P.L.O. Mission
to ‘embassy status, this House
resolves that Sri Lanka should
suspend  diplomatic  relations
with  Israel, wuntil the Tsraeli
Government stops the atroci-
ties being committed in the
territories,  respects
U.N. and N.A.M. resolutions,
recognises the P.L.O. as the
legitimate representative of the

- Palestinian people, and agrees
-~ to. participate

: in an Interpa-
tional = Conference, supported
by the U. N. on the Middle

~ East; this Parliament calls upon

the Government to endorse this

-~ resolution as & demonstration

of its commitment to the U.N.

. and the Non-aligned Movement,
~and as. token of ‘its respect
for the sentiments and aspira-

tions of the S8ri Lanka  Mus-

~lim Community, the Arab and
- Islamiec "couniries. h



NEW YEAR BLAST

NEWS BACKAROUND

TRINCO — the eye of the storm

£ 'I:'iE.:I o0 bleak  MNew  Year
i the castern  seapert of
Trim;_nma]c:,

& ‘cur bomb cxploded ot the
marketplace -neap the  town
clock Tower on April 13,0 the
eve. of the Sinhala and Tamil
Mew Yonr. o Furly T poople,
ameng  them childech,  wore
blown o, picess. Moar of them
were  Sinhalese, - They  wolc
families in town for last-minute

purchases  [or  the teaditiony]
Mew o Yeap,  Trinpomales™  Sin-
halese  population - do Aheir
shopping.  mostly ot thiz

market place; many of the wiudl—
holders ate Sinhalese.

The bomb, eslipaied by urmy
experts koo huve | weighed o Sl
kilogrimmes, woundsd 33 peoa
~ple io adidition: tothe 45 dead,

Tt wus o hidden im- u  Moros

&linor car, The explosion gut-
ted seved oshofis o the vizioif
Unateended  wehicles. avs - oot

ermitted to be parked ip the

E].::.r;_h—['ngt provines after fhat,
or &0 the Indian Pesce Keeping
CForee warned the pextoday.

Lareign Minister Runjan Wije-
chtoe, wha s oalso . Binisler ol

State - for - Diefence,  flew o o
Trincomalee  after  the homb
gttegk,  [Te was uccompani=l

by Trade Minister Abdul Rk
Manaoor, a Muslim with family
confectivns in the Bestern pro-
vince, - Lt Geperal Hamilton
Wanaginghe, Cemmander of the
Sri Lankuw Anmy was alss in
‘Ahe party.  Mr. Wijcratne told
poewrsrcn thid ovesigitors were
Coirving eo estwhlicl icaponsibi-
lity for fhe cutrupe; allagacinns
had - becn made Cagainst the
Liberatinn  Tigers ol Tamgl
Eclum (LTTE)Y a8 well-ay ajfainst
ather Tamil groaps.  The Blinis-
tor said tbai an Tudiso General
of the TPEL was of the opinion
Ahat ke bomb hlast wos o no
act of snbotaze by the LTTET.
He wzid,  however, that Sinha-
fege  reaidents . of Trincomaliae
whum fe had met alleged that
another Tamil group, the Felam

o which 15 ap

Clims had ded  their

People’s REevelutionary - Libera-
tion Froot [EFRLFE)  ous ross
ponsible and that the LYITRE
oad oo bEad in it The MN-E
Chief- Minister angrily. denigd
the churgek aecuding in turo
Bimhabn polilicins, - ministers
und cerinin mewspapers of try-
ing to discredit his counncib.

Mr. Munsoor, 1%t Teade
Minister, ‘described. tho o scene
of the eacnegs.  “llesh and
Blood wore scattered all Cover
plise, Tt was a terrible and
pruesume - &ight I do- nnt
wnderstrnd how anybedy. could
do such & cruel and  inbumin
thing, Guel T dastardly - seels
nitned al mnccent and detence-
Tesy . shoold: be condemuped by
eveeybady' ™, he sand,

Abont the sllzgation
Tamil zrovp  ofher than

that =&
ithi

LTTE was responsible, MM Wans

coor. conpmenied: - The praple
who gafhared ot the scepe made
cettnim allcegations, - All  1hat
will “be pons iotat. A

Tir a retuliolery
Toamils wers killed ourside towa.
White flags- of miurming  were
druped ower Tringomales towe,
and | here werg Tan digns ol
PFew Year eclebratiops o2a o fed-
gion ran  high im o the  diatrict
cthnds - fmiiz® @ af
Rinhaly, Temil and Au.dim

Mepowhilp in Kinbiya, “away

From  Trineomilss  towm five
hTaslims had been k:l]_:d RrET
the desith af . Tamil - boy.

Appordipg to Mmistor. Munseor
who wenti there {no along with
Minister Wijeratns, 5000 hius-
Lamecs  im

feat. :
Morth East Pravinciwl-Coumeil

Chiet Minister Varathoraja Pe-
rumul. accompinied - ibe Awn

gentrul governmen! midisiers L8

His . rcecprtion  w9ad
The Muslims o Kine
EFELF = wa

B ndyi.
Toatile.
niva altoged chat

tespansible [op the killings jo

Kinniva -and. wanted Sr0 Lunks

attack; - five

: gu-._ﬁmm&n't secur ity Forees and
Cpalice ol Cprovide

them | sctu=
Eifby,

Minister  Bapjin  Wijeratne

Jaaid thet the sitmation was tense

bot - eould  beoo easedo b e
IFEF  worked | with Ahe  Bri
“Lankan' seeurity | forces nond

police, =55 Re hud odvised them
to do. : :

In Colombea, alter the Trin-
comales bomb explosion, tweaty
peeple’ were injured in buomb
pttucks: dn Jutfnu-Colombe  pri-
vate Buses. A bomb wus wlio
finne at the GCSU headgquarters
bailding in Pavsons Road which
houses “an BEPRLF  office. . in
the hascmeont.

Pressdent - Premadass  wjdited
surviving. viglims of ke Trin-
complos bomb o adlavk, ot the
Anurudhapuny o hospital whers
they'  had  beed - removed - or
treatment:

In -Colemba, Opporition Lew-
der Sarjinavoe Bandaranaiks ssked
in & s pioss’ statcment whether
thie beqh im0 Toncomales weas
part uf 5 oplaen bo el pid ool
the  Siohualese irom  the  Fas,
before the Fuly 5 referendum
which. will usk the provimes
whethier it wishes 1o senlinue
the  msracr. ]

Th jnany wmys, Trincs i the

ey ar the starm. Joo 8 here
ithat jhe dwo praom s gohools of
thought o causcs of - the S
Linkuan erisiz, and. of Tadian
policy.  under  Twdiva ~ Crandhi
tzet.  Thoss who place Preliy's
strategic. - incerests abuove s
cougcrn over  the  [owid  Tamdl
rovodt aund ita o likely  duli-oul

in Tamilnadu,  point s out- thut
Triosr wirs b Gandhi’s chief
wniiedy, o The  anvjoty becumc
somajor problem when Presidenc
JE beoin toopdrsue s decidedly

pro-US policy, andiwass plan-
imgto cmake ac-dcal  with oa
Bermuda-based ™ IS Orey - with

gossvoncy:repubation And sinister
rConrimed or page ()



NEWS BACKGROUND

Dppns:tmn partles form human rlghts

nrgamsatmn

lipman rights  ergnisation

his becn Tormed. by tha
fremberz ol s copposilion
pattics e Bhe purlinment

CThe wramnisaling which o Q¥
called - Poarlivmeoianians . for
Humait Rights™ ppointed u
comumities - eomprising mioe

gac pyhers headed by Moo Tiinesh
Cunawnrdene, MEP laader and
MP for Colombo DHstrict

.Guuﬂw_al'dun: spidl
ion Alie. Opposition Telk

Chlxs
1hose

TRINCO — ths eye..
{Contised  frome page )

links. - 100 ol Al etoraps thnka

Ieft behind by Taoed Mounthattes

would © he  cogverted Coingo 4
‘oil tank  farm’, giving  ready
acoess too Tringe, @ [2rger: 8-
toral  Warbowc o amd o pocentiad
rases than Subic Buy. Ay 2ol
CCASIML o & coutside s phwer
wapld . underming  Indin’s fweam
hegermamistic  interests  in the
Indion mecan :

Bl Tripeo alan  stands - bet-
wecny  the Worth, o the - Tamil
lhomeland, o apd - the cthnizally
mined  Cast —-11“‘,'q Tamils, 315

Wluslims o S nlialesi:
Whet i mogse o Frigeomalao
itself refiects this ethoiv silua-
tinn Tl fdmien;  thE towno in

patticulur.: Trinco i§5 1be sipi-
fel of the Morib-Eust P2 And
the Cduly 5 referendum iy a
tire  bamb  tickiog - awax,

ToVED-
izland,

The, Bomb  cxplasian
berated throuvghont tha:
with | eolacguences . Iy TWellas
macte  the Tampil  sulrbk, ' apd
Fort,  the city centre,  Thijx 14
A tightofifele - dslpgd - whers
cveryihihg’ ipteraclss and  any-
thing ean lepd 10w
actiii

M. R,

that:

tbe wetd of Banding ihemselves

it suclh’  an

| nrsnisntion . in
view of the

aips - numbel - of

-complaints dhey received  fromo

the pablic alie ig 'and day oui
byt | L4 IEA v:u]rnr:., ol luman
fights,

L R E o e alin'l.'.-' the pres
senl stute of alafrs  to contis
nue any . longsr,  Cliective mes-
surea have o be  taken to
check  this™  Mr.- Guaiwasdenc

eaid,

" Flawala

ikn . Mooy wlone, ' it had
been  brought to - our  notice
1hz d i poeELreIoe aof ]
uiiversity sludents, he enid. -

MWlr. THiacmasiri  Sipanayske,
WP o for Kegallajs. the secrcacy
el ihe ofganisation. By, Vasus
deva Manayskkara WP foe Rat-
apufa djstrct - and by Nukda=
MP for Ragpapura
district,  Mr - Kandiab - Mava.
raine (TL LIy acmd - M1 1subulish
ure ¥iee Presidents; Mo, Mahiods
Rujopokse 18 the oraonisiog
SoorcLary.

chisio-re

GRENADIER CGOARD

_{I‘..‘_It_a'nf the bih Intarnatlonal}

WEIT 1% rraal . rally - rodeom

Promises L5af wors neper fasd?

Cormmisia Cagnd hesfiotes,
Ha listens furtive

Loaking sway. Un Ife stroet.” Vofes plead
Thay pame, wtay we alfto oome? ;
Ha fafters ar the tog of the steos

Wihile dhey prapofe with suddEn oy

Why doas e Aave o turn, relrace,

T 3'1:'5 Byes frow Tha  sirepf
Augrionr coger, opturaed. Facas

CHe slahtmars) coldly, undeciedd:

Fhara arg others on the march,

Irr tha  rmimor, fug. aves shde staitfad o rhe afragt
Drgpad with the Flans of recant Histony, Coba, MWetaam.

Angafe, MNicaadgia)

Fhe . affernodn - fraifie -begrs Pregidonts,  Frime Aficiders
Wio heve sling guerifa rifles, “menned the .E'.:'.r.rﬂ:'an'cr.'z
Hig' gyes i tha srirrof ewisl to those

Lesging pest vl Hre Banners of ninaly nalions
Herelding He ageny . of rouvalutions siif 1o conie

Their epes, (ke eyes of the peonle -
Tuhfing. owt of Asie, Alrca,  Lalin Amsrica:

How walcome &3ch  canfroptation.
Sy walcoms $his fasd, feading sway from Daqarp
Frasir in IR grizzfe Wil jis- wists of tregr

I they were getherad fo resofve,
The pain of fid C‘c:mh‘;r Silarca;

O his &yes

His Pol-Pot, Unite, Mijsoean eyes.

the startfed fight fr the m;r.'-::-r

if they ware afe fors

i Aty ana.’:.-'s'.rs

— I, Karunatilake




_"Send IPKF home, ahrngate auuﬁrd

NEWS BACKG HDU HD

:. ratrusnautwely' — Upatissa Gamanayake iGen sec. JV.P)

he ﬁ'pr.'n::h' trzds  hy - the
President at Girandors Kolte

ey bel seen aw AN allepipt to

Chide fremthe wulside worhl the

steps that wre Briop o ioken to

tdesteoy the membecship- of the

LV.D

Sepee TATees T ois

an the apvice of the
Detenes foreta: -

The Proeident's statement mads:

it the ppstructions of the def-
an atfempt to

chide the popocids that s heinpg

Cirrisd

Jdeplica ars
e care nok oor demmanda, they

cepnverted  our

ta satisfy

Tted

aligts has fnow suppressed

ol wich the hﬂpn: of

dectrovion aboil . ope Runddred

Pumd filty thossand paenle suspec.

tod ol having  comnections wach
ihe L. P, white ertaipn demands

presumed 1a be exiracted  Troan
cpubliculivos amd und Tigkls fuss

_ansh For whivh
gaid to hive bzen

ood by the J.W. P

fiave  Faifed o govd diTect Tep-
lies 1o a6
publigaticns’

Our demand isnot for. 2 Fricnd-
ship' Trealy to  soplice’ tho
Accord signed o 29457, wliich
mutherisnd. inio
a dependancy of Indinn imper-
ializoy s after dbe’ mopressor, had
invaded a part of onr eounicy,
its political nnd-mili=
faiy iptarcets, aoeopied the Tdorth
iyd Fast of oor gounicy as the
permaneit Bame of fhe Tamil

S oemmutialists and ageeed o have

psinple -"Lﬂminia-lr’th'm umik fheres
by providing the Basis for' the
establishment t:f Lalam.-

Whrt wo demand is the  glrog-
afion - of tha “Accord with™ reloid-
pataiyia cﬂect.

The tiuth j& ibat the Indiim
army did not came’ to our Takame
ane akir imvitation. - Rajiv Goodii

sent his wrmy here to cutabligh

iz gutharity over our  SOURETY,
But the President,  well awara
of the fact thut he (o has contribs
towards the zurrender of
oike countey too Indiwn imperi-
iHGLs

:adential

iSRwC 1Iincd: ioc aur

and save that al ,h»nugh e indaan
arry 1y realy ta lzave  aur £ouis
iy, this cannot by duns bscagye
of the ustvities of the patriotic
youth in the  South and ihe
terrorist waiiritics of sepatutists
in the Morth. - Floeever kb ocisoi
fact theyt ewcn beforg the Pres-
elecridns - this - Indize
rpoeizlistas wers - gasured  thut
there awas. na . objestion to-the

presense of e Tpdian favcss To

Sl Lanka, T4ogs thérefore -.:.'ui‘[n
comtzmpls thatoave condemn: fhic
porernment’s efforls 1o Bide i

sereilicy and malics by dittemp-

ting tu pold the FVE respon-
£ible for tha  fuiture to:semd the
Indian urny homie.
hoo liftad . the cmergency oand
released the paliticzl pridonsra,
What areg the facts¥ Af annonn-
ceel rwar fRhe oradie et 200089,
sbooprenipnl - there s anlvo-ane

‘il ik ri:||1|’.'r ¢II$1|.H|_'|. - thz

Oalle ]".I'.'-CT'ru..i:_ 11 o Avuradhas
pucy, ~1F dm Lsmbaofota: ) and
only o few - ynder ogstodyig
oiber pluces-
they Teleascd the thousimds . of
routh, talecs incd custady? Mol
They bave acivally beoin killed.
Qoame: are chems kept oo o be
Eilled-Fater,

Wi livve s peser a.‘;l-c'r_"d for tha
furces 1o be browgul back 1o the

Hesaws thig:

I that s 5o b

comditing  they were before 1983,

At n;-q'ues'c wat that the BT,

. T.1%, m.AT. cte;, formed. tor
the ]:-ur]:lus: af ﬂt[pnrﬁﬂﬂ:mg pal-

icical  opponsnis, ba dishanded
S those TEUTEE fitaipnated on
political proynids 1o eetoin o

Hdiv subistantive potitions.

J'LH} patrinta  know {bat the
5tru*-;__rgl-= af the FWV.P- iz 1d ta
pet wppuintments inoan illsgal
ogvernment, bul b gain aotioosl
independenze, peaple’s freodem
and aocial justies:

Ag a proplc's pacty havinx
Taide an dewoeracy our request
s that ‘the President and the
Purlinment  shouhl resmen. e
wresneither WMo PL S L F Py
LSS5 P spor TP we doonot
geck posts, We huve among us
poople preparcd: to sagrilies thear
hiwes oba o protect. the  supreém
arpiralings of the people.

Tha T¥ P, with iis firm - pat-
riotic  fonpdition,  requests all
song and dauzhters of &ri Lanka
to joidd 1 odn the strusyle car-
ricd on by us with o firm resalee
afil - purpase,

{Thiz s d (fasfdiss ol an exicls wital -
ahbzared in the |'.|-|I|"-'.|r'«'-ﬂ]

SI.FF wants dEbﬂtH on

security

The 5ri Lanks Feeedom Party
(ELE P hos wrii:.cn “:.' the Bpenker
of Parlisment asking for 2 day
to debate the securily sfoalion
im the: country- including - the
Trincomales: iount blugt und the
Welinya -ineident. ;

Farlier the seéurity mituation
way revicwed every month when

the motion o extend the  stote
af cmerpedcy was taken up io
Pnrlisiment.

“The seaurily sfiuation in the
eauntry. is detericertiog wod a
dehate an it i therefore vital',

the ST.FP  states:
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[ JAFFNA_REVISITED

This is the Passion. . . .
Will Easter ever come!

Paul Cespersx, s. J.

Signiﬁcﬂml}', Yy wigll o s
yime bepun om Good L

day. iw thz company. of the
silent snd meditpiive JJK. The
journey in 3 lurge, cendfortable
aver—crowded CTR Txpross — it
pow  leaves  BEamdy  for - Jaffna
and Fadna for Kandy evory doy
AL G545 s.m. —= took  each way
10z haurs.  The bug delayed a
feil feur  nt - the opoiok of
departure io the Kandy depnt
becanse o of - geqd aoteavbahle
gnzine  defrsl  Which the ol
unusual see of - an - ordinary’
I mechanic, arriving at 7,390

Ctor Chas o dewty D wasrk witho @
Deedis - in chis mouthooand o
arasll ebath | paree)  of tools

under his arm. took un]{' RETELL
iintza Ao puE rightoo o 1 nse
edmit. Akt 01 was oot goite
convineed by the man's mecla-
nical’ mupic and - fesimoed  mys
walf ta reacking Jafne the noxt
maoring, of neser at ulko ot
the  driver - made  wp for the
hour's - meodping delis ®ith some
enoellent moageuvring 8t  the
wheel oud wooaliphtsl - 2f the
Fafina ferininal  shoclly  dftes
5 pona.  Abwwot ITECs  feclings
At the hus ot oo its oway 1
caniat Lell,” It was Good Fri-
day,  he insisted, ons shipnld
weloome she * opportanily - of
shazing silently i the Fassion,
poet - rald me he wonld o oeither
cut poe driok,. pet even plulo
bredd or Blagk tea, 110 12

It must have been  just  pust
podd - when, - after e - first
perfunctary chook by 51 Lanki
foreeg - @t. A=~ checkpoint . at
Rambatewn, = we  Arrived o
Vaynniya: From there oo and
all the —wav. o Jaffna’ there
wat - dhe wbmozphers apd the
“evidendd  of  prople
both - hemicged. amel C hesicEiop.
Just  past  Wavuniya o 28 we
lasked vut of the window on

(The writer iz Direcror,
Sarpodaya, Kewdy,

and o Lol

the east fhere  was a3 C{ar a=
the sy could fee an ooedn of

gunvas wrmy tens fram which

oopusionally Armed jawans wonld
placrgs. ta . move b B senlty
fiint or te olher tents. o The
very . het pericd . of the bt
scason of March=May was bs-
ginting  and 1 pitied  these
soldicrs, =0 fur " away frem
sweating  in - their  khaki. tight
#t e ankles and buftvped up
oeacky’ 1o chet peek,

rlike the RFRLEY’
GRIAT

nhike f{he IPKEF™ I  placed
v lweks lips on the  Block
for what I Jdecided  would b
the- lust risk of the ouzoungr.

vlla, he' ks replied, 8 he
gippads Back my Cbugo o0 e
croame again’ and: be o looked
the other wiay.

. . ithe militant groups are nol merely
usiig 'Instant Justice’ against one ana-.

ther; they often

made - it
IMTENSE TORTLURAE.

fallaw
Tha ance  so

discipiinad and |aw-abiding Jaffma society
was  being rent asunder by interna)

diszension, viclence mnd murder. . .

‘A one  of  the puterous

checkpoints mannod by Tadian
grldiers between Wovuoiva and
Taffas I deltheratehe -took. last
place fo fhe gueve andd, - as 1
wipped open my  bag  for. Ihe
ysval dnspection,
few words  with o the  Todian
woldiers. who, 1 Ceord; had - A
smattering of Laghizh:

*Wfere ining‘!" he asked me
in. poeffort to respoml] Lo Iny
ghow of friendlinzas. -

“T;:u:l.su_,' Julfna™ T said o MNext
week  Bombuy' :

dpambay’” his eyes sparkled,
¥y homt onear Bombay rail-
way station,” :

«Like Bri Laoka'™ T veotursd,

+8ri  Lenkn bhad®™ ' he
wpswerad..

alika the LITEY" X -risked
a further guestion,

T ::Hu_"'

nerk

T hazarded a.

hefors the  Thdo-Lanki

JHE wems U stiTE 0 impakeive;
thoupgh - e hud  had s first
enp ul tea tor the day and- a
lozeops when the bus made s

first ttop at Vawuniyi- - 8a . 1
was lorced datoe FEminissing
privately - about My previous

wigit, to Jalfua, only thres weeks
Agennd
af Hth July 1987 [Ser Leaks
Eractraflan, 1025 15 Augost'1987) ©

Oiperation Liberafion - had
talfen place. wt Vidumarachohi
hotwreen 20 Muay pml 30 Junes
Scventy por cent i the lowest
estimute, of the logul populi.
tton - Bad fed she ured; and
thase who alared to, returo bl
found Operataon . Goodwill oo
Operation Minds and Hearts to

e anything o bul - what - b
words indiceted, - Fhe feeling
then. was that the people hod
geen The nltimmis  in  Btracity.

Beyund it therd wia oanly the
merciful. eacape of dleath. MNo
wronder ey weloomed the fuck
and the symbol ol Delhi’s

4



‘air-lifted  food aid.' --'Lé_ter','
once the Accord was so nnex-
-pectedlv signed,:
the first of Indian
soldiers to arrive

contlgents

people and  security to
homes. To the Jaffna person
~ home is home and homc s
_castle, and each home
- fully screened * off from its
meighbours by closely thatched
- fences R :

Then with aqumg Iapldlt}’l

- what had happened‘? The Accord
sympfoms = of
September
~and in October .actually to'run’

began to 'show

breakdown late

counter to all it had promised.

In less than three months what

entered as an army of = libera-

 tion stayed on as an army of .

At least so it
increa-

occupation,
seemed to the people
singly 0 be e

- With all the signs
an army: ignorance of lecal
language, customs and culture,
high-handedness = of manners,
isolation, nervous over-reaction
‘to what seemed like the wilful
non-cooperation of - the
- peoples

their own lack of it, Languaga

~  and religion may have been

advantage by
strategy  in

used to  better
-~ the planners of
Delhi  but, = at

begmnmg——may ‘be to allay

the suspicions of the ‘Sinhalese

South — there were hardly any
- Tamil speakers
- Indian - soldiers,
- Indigns and too many non-
Hindus. Some
Sri- Lankan: Army ‘was
bad:  eat Jeast it was.

: However,
cour ¥isit: that the mutual alje-

nation from each other of the
people of Jaffna and the Indian

forces was probably less in
. open  evidence and’ . certainly
“less heart- -breaking = than  the
- desp.

and growmg dmsmus

S

they preeted
with kiri-bath and plantains

in Jaffna to
keep the Sri Lankan Army at
bay and restore- peace to the
their -

IS care-

of'._-'_sucli o

] -The onge
local
0 The jawans would also :
-~ have noticed the contrasts bet-
~ ~ ween the high levels of edueca-
tion of the Jaffna people and

: daily had carried on its

least at the
- STUDENT. o
E on to. say “that two days earlier

among - the -
few - S.omh;-

said that the
not as .
y then;
. possible to talk . to and com--_- ;
- '_,-plam to someone” g

we found durmg"
_ story, another :
tejected because of

The youth was only
_18 and was in the rmddle of

among the peaplc themse]ves _
-support
of the Indian Army and for

The EPRLF had the

that very reason had lost the
confidence of the peoplc

LTTE was apainst

The EPRLF with its continuing

creation, the Civilian Yolunteer
‘Force (quahﬁcat:ons for ddmis-
‘ape . 18-25, pay
__thednow mysucal Rs 2500/— pm.y
an

sion: Std VII,

other ©  militant
opposed- to the LTTE,

groups,

of the masked face —to

At some sentry points on the
way no attempt

made to conceal armed :
unarmed EPRLF youth ﬂanklng_ o
.-the Jawans ' :
~ On a wall along Hosprtal
~Street in  Jaffna town I saw
.- a posier of a film  called
- ““Instant Justice”. The irony -

was too evident to be missed.

~ The militant groups not merely':
used  Instant

Justice .
one another; they oftén made

follow Instense  Torture.
50 dlsc1plmed ‘and
law-abiding Jaffna society was

being rent asunder by internal

dlssensmn, vnolence aud mur-

‘der...

Threc weeks before we am—_ :

ved in ' Jaffna, local = Tamil
page a banner headline: SODA
BOTTLE IN STOMACH OF

The paper

a youth had been admitted to

Jaffna hospital with excruciating
_ pains in the stamach Surgery

was  performed. ‘An empty
bottle . of aeratcd water -~ was
found in the stomach, appa-

rently forced ‘through. the anus..
The youth was still in hosp;tal o
when JIK ‘and I wete in Jaffna,
-We learnt that the bottle was
sofme-

a-bottle of Fanta. As
one told —us the horrifying
inter'ject'éd_ ‘
House  bottle

have  been
its Wlder

the Elephant
would probably

diameter.

The. ¢
the Indiam
Army and for that very reason
-won the support of the people.
the doctors i
their skills to save the youth’s

_ were.
being used by the Indian. Army
~— sometimes with the technique
iden-
“tify and to hunt down LTTE.

seemed to be". :

against

first

“went’

- drivers of heavy army e
- and armoured vehicles, then of
now: .
el _s_alc!_-to:'

that * ye the fourth largest n
“the  world.

his Ordmary LchI exammaﬂonf

“when, upon suspicion that he'_.'
‘was a Tiger, another group had
~arranged

to deal with  him.
We could not help fechng that
in his case ‘Instant Justice
would have been compassionate
after torture  so mtense - But.
“were. using  all

life: he will live, but ma:mcd,

.probably forever.

After our visit o Jaﬁna in:
the immediate pre-Accord  pe-.
nod, the present writer stated:

'."“..'-I_t it agonizing for the people
- to ‘know that the groups can ba
even  more  ruthless  to  each
* other than toe the commen enemy,
The militant groups are  fighting
- for fresdom from the Sinhaia army.
- But how much freedom “will they
~ allow the Tamil people — to  dis-
sent, to propose alternatives, to:
"':hocsa their . own leaders? = Will
" ‘the people of laffaa shake off one..
- %et of oppressors only to -saddla
- themselves with another?  Somecne -
misst have the courage to speak up
- dgdinst violence for violenge'
-to recall the youth to their initial

idealism and to the mainsprings of

the ancient noble cuiture of the_
~Tamil® peop!e il Al
More “urgently  than then,.
someone must stand up  pow

and  tell the youth, Enough!
The Forces of evil
be allowed any more to  des-

must  not:
troy the people of Jaffna' and
their Jand. . A second ‘person
will take up the call, even if
the first has paid for it with

life itself. And so on and on.-._'.

until  jaffna  is saved from
~ catastrophe. Will s_oméqne
stand up? If so who’?

_But Jaffna still remains a

charming town.

in season but vegetables
being sold at moderate prices,

with brinjals quite cheap and
- good sour plantains at Rs 5/

only 'a kilo The main roads
are in many places broken up,
with the nervous speeding of

the Sri Lankan Forces,.
of the Indian Army,
army -
~But © turn
from the main roads into the

lanes and alleys which wmd"'_'.'
(Contmued on page 12) '

“sake, -

: Jaﬁ‘na mangoes
and Jafina ripe jak were not.
were

trucks

away_ ek



The Soviet ElECtIDI’IE‘

Anuther step fur Perestrmka

HEEEIE- Elrlward BNA

1 rltmg. on, the :m-.lrrn:lvr oof
thic  March rin:-l_::u_;::r&a 18

thie Hiveet® Tinion,
the gueslaa,
Pty pommiticc's

deputy  whem 1hic
doesn’c sympathise with spddenly
give rise, ]:luwurl'ul: suppeTh
A the peopie™  Fle paricular
case that Proveld wis highlichi-
ing wag the Tescuodiog wictory
in hgs Bloscowy: slectorute of the
party navelick CBaris Y eltzin
Capra iy sipaificant on thoe ather

FEavde asked

s L the defencs of mcveral

T
pacty . in

pitrty - homaes — notibly,
Solovicy, head of the

the " Leuwingrad rogion
member of the Poliburzao [als
thouszh unﬁTpc-gpﬂ, he wak atruck
off the hallel by more than 500
of the yulers). The Sovjet peaple
Liad - silwivys . ]:Iﬂﬁ‘il-‘ﬁ‘é-l:*ﬂ this righl
ti wotks NG apeinsl @ vingle

slate, bwl. do the past Cewsdared -

£ exercise. il - Bewy in the
March. "pills, “thers Twere: s o
pciee in Aot Mews shows)
depienstretars © dn o the  stroctd
with placarde reddipg s M atd
puainsL everssolitary candidars.™
Where e apparatug  had suc-
cpeeded s i emadipdiating single
candithole Lickets,  weters olten
shipwed  icic - disappeoval by
slpping - Ahem © Cdavin — mast
cleurly, go’ Lenjagrad. Togual|y,
they chaowed iligir indeprodence
hy chopsing io many #lectocales
carmlidates” unaeceptables fo the
parry raching. . In n post—cloo.
T comanent, Greaveir {the
maust iodependentand ennrageoin
of Boviel iournalsy said: “The
resulls were vprxpectad. CAhove
all,” becpuse the hupes of & pact
of the  Ducenwsratic parieius
far  success of ihs EBSE-:I'II'L'II.ITH
Wy ane means . or another, to,
elimnate, cven befors the elec-
tions, all those candidates who
in the npinion: of thi majerity
were  worthy of - parliamentary
seiits; wers ot realized.”

o
general

‘rufgtut -~ the

“indicutors
the: rpling,

prattecn  of

“Ti."hj.' dnes the
dislike nl a
;q[_:-hﬁ.ral'lm i

and a

s |

F-?né... thsit.'r.hn:-ut -“EJ pacty L:-['L'f—-'
wigla: Caf fhe top and - middls
Pank  wecpo. ojecied. Bt thie pollags
tho Cother, o ahat 60 joarnalists
fascompargd owitle seven in il
previvus  Supreme Bovicly o slete
elected, CFhRe sippilicanse of the
Lstiee  phencomenon . lies S the
favt that 1t iz the mdicel-wios
ol the Seviet medin’ that bus
been the spear-hesd of reform.

Belween 1985 and March 139
it ils  pessible Lo prpue thit
the Wesire For chwoge wus con-.
fined Livgely to the intell igentsia,
aud thut the inass of the Sovict
people were concerood lasz with
darnoceaey. than with lyread &agda,
butier igsues. o This vicw 4 fa
Iongocr tonable, ©as s the . poet-
Andrei - Wozncrepsky was guick
to paint oGt emmmediniel s atter
Ihz o electinns..  lonc rears | of
perditizal. debate ngad srrpale
el perdaedils oseemo to have
EBroiehl Chome o 1he'" Soviet
peuple fhe realisction thut' the
besl . hops dor shoctening the
queues wnd: Filling. the  emply
ghelves =i (ko presg Ty paliti-
cul refarme. ;

SSThese Cpptimtistie . evaluationg
neeil ) niv doube, 1o be quualibed
by Ln u.:-nﬁulh alisos, . The
maper averturos io the clections
huve been in Abe . cifies rather
ihaiu jo lhe counteyside = cridence
of the insvituble unevenngss of
the advunee in heliteal  cons
spiouancss,  Further, of the 2250
deputizs who have beei elecied
fo the Comgress, only 3420 will
be chosen by the Copgress to
il -in the Supreme Soviet, the
repulis legislulive body,  There
i, Aheretore;  still room  for
S0IME  CONSETVUTIvE - MAROCUVTING
in_ thia - choice " af députies
Hawmever, even if il s our
that: the canscréatives. stil] onis
pamiber  ghe  reforpiara T within
the Septome-Sovjet, it will oo
lenger be 3 mannlithis, tibber-
stnmping: Wody - I will be the
aremi ol furiber stouggle bete

i J L ol %

- =Y = i ", 5
wact: Lhe Torpes: of reachen or
wiertja angds thase, af  chaope

1o these! gircimsiuness, the
fuct that the- Sowiet Wnien i3
STIfL- "l party state 415'-'.1:n1r.-s
dn:r:mmg signilicaogs,  Sicp by
step, over the past four years
diversity of vpjnion within (he
parey has grown, and was openiy
vired on-the Hoor of {he . I4ch
Pary Conferénca last Jyge,  In
fact,  the pulf beowean ihe poli-
Licil positions ol a Bliny Andrce
vevi at onc Cenil aodia Bargs
YWeltsin &t the other is whider
thivn - that  hetweaen sorc 17,08
Republicans . end - Domosils,
Thea ]'!l]LH.‘L"S.rrI will-naw hHe: gig-
ricd © gnla’ the Supreme  Saviet
itsedl. CHoawesier, fhe pesr oli-
mago. ol debute and crnicoversy
is being suseained mot oniy by
inlrit-perty  diversity - but ulsn
by the Jurge number o of indes

prodent orgaeisitiisgy that have

core - into edisiencs i the af-
tmoaphers oF poresreomid. Thogh
nat “in- the {ormal  scnsc perliti=
cal parties, these sosicties and
elih- (like the Memarial Society,

-~ which hus bronght Lo ber the

musk . wctivelr  eolorm-minded
members of the intelligentaia)
CTele pubhc Cpmian And - cxerr
PTeEsUTE - 00 the party wnd  tha
slate, o Their Sotixily Jin fhe olecs
livm wampaign - coanici ibated lizas
wily too tho  setbicks that - tlle
conicrvatives. suffersd,

< What - will be the elf=it of
the Murch =l=ctions o Milkhuil
Garbachey’s. position’ in power
atd oo bis policies?

It can reasnoybly be inferred
from the elections that .a ¢op-

siderable  part of the  Spwviet
poaple cwaot & faster - page of
chaige,  Samer - Weslern - coRb-

mentators | think
poses & odangar
I dizapree.

Hince ho asswmed power Gagha:
whevihae shown- thut he e oot
only. 2 leader dnd- a atatesman
with 2 Jolpg-term wisiog B wlso

this | siteation
Foee ~ Gorbachey,

Tl



an  astute tacticiam.
1985 and now he has taken
bold initiatives
them in
caution.
contending forces

some  respects

within = the

party and its leading = organs,

zigzapgging when necessary to

se¢ -that the conflict between

them would not precipitate a
crisis that would imperil the
course of perestroika itself. But

fhie has also called into activity
outside the party that
will strengthen his hand. against

- forces

~ the conservatives within it. The
constitutional changes and the
clections are part of his stra-

tegy of giving more autonomy -
to the Supreme Soviet as an
organ of people’s power and
agamst ‘the

45 a makeweight
: party d:ctatorshlp

“We need to remember what

- Gorbachev has mnever lost sight
of — that perestroika is not an

overnight revolution out a con-
tipuous ‘process. It has not
been called into being mmply
by ihe will of one man: it is
a response to  the mescapable
. needs of Soviet society itself.
And with each day that passes,
the reforms seem more irrever-
sible. What could a neo-Stali-
nist restoration do to solve any

of the critical problems of the

~ Soviet Union — the need to
~pull the ecomomy ount of jts
bureducratic rut,
satisfy the pcoples aspiration

to political freedom and the

rule of law, the need to fulfil

the poht:cal and cultural stri-|

vings of minority nationalities?
How could a more dictatorjal
_ regime contain these problems

- tary rule,
‘the d:smtegratmn of thc Sovlet
Union? : : ; i

In the next stégc of peke&tro:ka
the unmistakable declaration at
‘the polls of the people’s desire

_ for speedier reform will streng-

then “Gorbachev’s hand. Hope-
fully, it will enable him to
- push _thr'oughf the" structural
changes in the economy that
are vital for growth and pub-
- lic warfare but are still being
hampcred by conservatwe bureau-
crats, : it e

i 12'.'

_Between

but tempered
with
He has balanced the

“words

_peasants

A pre—etcctlon issue ot‘Ogonyok
carries on

imposed op it
to the peasants, factories to the
workers, power to the Soviets
— in reality!”® The old slogans

-of 1917, long submerged by the
‘burcaucratic usurpation of power.
It is a measure of the ‘hopes;

and aspirations raised by pere-

stroika that they are heard once.
‘more;

But  perestroika cannot
be. simply a return to the idea-
lism and euphoria or the pro-

grammes and formulas of Octo-.
ber. History never retraces its |
steps.
1989 is a different country with

‘The Soviet Union of
new problems. To redefine what
it means to give land to the
themselves, -

-to _make the Soviets
organs
power — and’ to find, through
innovation, experiment, dialogue

and debate, the means of achie-
- ving these poals <= that is what
'peresrro'ika- is about. : :
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its cover a plcturc.'
of an election rally, with these |
“Land

: to ensure |
- for workers control over their.
factories,

genuine of people's

- someone,

with the classic.

-Lanka. -or Jndia or in
~of the militant groups

Ireland, Switzerland, i

foreign lands or
.They " believe

mess the little
own

Th:s is tha. s .' _

(Commued from page IO)

thcu‘ way one into the ather.

like mtrlcate ‘embroidery on a
broad scarf. -
and alleys the Forces are wary -

Into these lanes

of entering, except in times of
well - mounted masmve cordon
and search operations. Along
these byways youth gather to
chat in small groups of four
or five: at parden gates, some

even play soft-ball cricket with

umpires and all, and girls
cycle gracefully to or from
- school or tutory or the shops

in town. After dusk, however,
even these alleys tend to be
as silent as footpaths in a
cemetery and people keep doors
and windows closed, - hoping:

‘that there will be no dreaded

knock at the door, summoning
~usually a.
brother as suspect or hostage.

- So the ohiarm

-and: await  the dawn
steadfastness
of the Jafina people. Many-
have lost all human hope:
the governments of either Sr1
any
Every
possible deliverer seems to have

longer,

hands stained with the blood

of innocents. . Many do not
see light at end of the tunnel,

| _only the tunnel getting lunger'

and longer and - blacker and
and blacker every day. s
. A few others do not agree.
They are grieved that those

| who should have led and guided
_the people of Jaffna

in this
critical time have been frigh-
tened either into the safety of
into  silence.
that each  one
can light in the gathering dark-
“light of one's

t'rmh,. “justice,
fove.  And one

life of
beauty *and

light will summon up another.
take

: break again
1 upon the now benighted land. -

Finally,. though dt omay
years, dawn will

son. or

b of Tafhiais
| today tinged with  unspeakable
- -anguish.. People ask, how much



Soviet Marxrsm is bemg ﬂe-ﬁuss:ﬁed

Hecl:nr Ahha'_ravardhln:

A arficls Chesed sl om

I e wordtion that, decpite
everything that s daken place
i fhe Saviet s Umian during
mors . Ahan o sevsoly - veard iihat
have  folowed it dhe Hussiin
Revolulion was ‘nochauce event,
Lib=rul historidms ]-:*:pt relerring
to cpre-pevolitionury” Russin A
the sizk man of Furope,  Trotshy
wrrntes Lhat, ander préssare frum
richer Eusups, the Russian stuate
gwallowed npa far gecater rela-
tive parct of the poople’s wealth
thaw: in the Westo and: thereby

ol ool condemned the peaple -

ta a tergteld. poserty, chut also
weakaned  the s Pavedation::  of
the - mossessing - closds. Tedin
spmned g wleml lad o taken
pliuce in the “T:.iphil.'- elleransd
thit “dhe ehain “of world capi-
talizny bevke 8t ite wreulcést-liole
Whntever - the cupliaation, thep
aonld be . no doubt  that . the
Fussing  FKewnlation was oae of
the - meost frepasod - for evoats io
history snd ‘war cver claborately
reheaTsed L Awelve  wcars Chefore
the  finul  curfuit-Tasir.

T ‘gucaticn,
kind of event was thus propared
Tor.  TTeril ki wrote bis rtApril
Theses™ Teopin did: nil congidcr
thot  thie Russinn aorking slass

woulthhe Sable ko mstublish it-
tell’ in power hefore other zoc-
Ttionss plothe Furapeon worksrs.

Ent once the workers §had set
un Stheir o pacallel power -io
Leninarad amei Mascosa Jt apoes-
rod CLikely Sto Rim thatia prole-
taTiun - stete waulds appeur -io
Rusain before il oodld happen
diewhars, - Even ga, ke never
fell into the wrree of holizving
that it
bauild’ & Socdalisk shoiely. i Fus-
g3, e af the pevobutinm was
fselated,  He consisteotly segar-
ded e Russian Cievoluling lak
seiiimg olf-l the o orewolutionary
prm:v:as i the meat -of  Darvopd,
aad espeeially in Germany. e
epoated - several stifmes that dhe
‘Fussian Revelulian  was “doo-
mod’t unless it spread- to the

- Byerdiay tooarpaijze

arises o owhat -

Cagainat e,
alcthém handpicked — weere us-

wauld he passible Cto

Yiper. (n 1 Oetober, 1913, when
the  fret pews reached  Tim Sof
tlve - owerthrow: al the . monarchy
apd’ id sottiog up of workers'
conpeils Cim Germanys o Lenin
wrile “to Swerdloy, then Chiai-
mirn of-the Exccutive Cummiliss
of (e Soviets: 2 The ioleroa-
tiooal rewealotion  hes  come 50
close in nne. week thut it has
it be reckoned with as an svent
of the mext Tew days. “Uraing
all sid, in=
chuding Cmilitary aid, o o iho
Gicrmun workers, e wweabe: O
must have by the apripg anarmy
ol three milliens 1o help the
inLer natmmﬂ .'a.url'.t:n- TavGi-
{10,

AnEions . ms- hl: wds that (he
resalution in Germiany wod else-
whers in Euwrope giiould oot ‘be
delaved, Lenin  pras conccions
of the ahstnec. of one of ihe

- omasin elements esiontizl to cnsule

the revolution®s sucocas Thisre
was ao reenTUlianary party power-
ful ool matuee cosngh tod rids
the mass -iide, Xt was - elear
that ~such purties  had Lo e
built in Germany siml elsewhars
Before the aituativn vhsoged, if
the ©xisting opRortunity wia oot
Lin T Lamts In oo desperite wce
delemtes — mimt

wembled in Moszow gnd u highly
ceplralised © #Warld - Farty . al
Bevalurinn™ wias  lauwnchsd: ‘ig
Areh 190% - Tat the  German
Spaciicisis, Led by Rfsa Laxem-
burg, el nai Tz brought io-
to - this Infermatienal, althongh
Germauny was the key acce that
wonkd - delerming e forure of
the new Bossan warkoes  statc.
“Tt will be o Russidn shop wich
which we  sholl bz “unable “fo
copis. W shull perish with it
Rasa 'Lur.n:mhﬂ.rg told ]1*1' .‘.’rpﬂ‘--

.I:HI. st B.‘i‘l'!lﬁlﬂtuh

That - is arecidely what tu¢k
place;  Leains himsslf fonk a
haapd e iEs . ot mcrcl:.-' P
ci] Bt oallsthe primary fentucey
of our revolucion, sad manvonf
its. sgconedary - featares, ace  of

ipfernational  mignifieance,”  He

declarell, © And apgias, CAC the
presant’ marmcitin Distofy, it

ia the Bissiat madel dbiti ceve-
als o all collatries momething —
and soniethiog heghhy significaat
—af th=ir anenr and dncvitable
Puturs’ But in fact there wes
aoworld of diffzrencc  heparcoo
the conditicns cin which  the
revelotien bad unwonod jeTas-
sin and the social cooditicng af
Western - Furope. - The  atlempt:
tr o ipnore this  differenes o
jimpase formulae 1hat had ‘beed
theovarn oy byt Rusaian ox-
poricnce o0 lhe European goun-

(rigs, ooy brotght abeud the
Ruasnificafion af - Coemintero
Marxism xad ity catastrophic

innppl icability tuo ]:umpl.i*.u el
blems:

ramssi  has fooussed  dtten-
tioo oo ihe cszcntiale diterence
in fhe social stuetures of Fus-
gig and fhe Western Buropsin
coaptrizs in & paasngs which wd
guate Trom his Prigon Motehnools:-

T Russin rhe  State - was
everthing, Jivil Teaviely -was
pimintdidl and gelusinors, n
Su: $Woat thera was w, proper
relation  Betacpn  State nod
el socicty, apd when: the
Glale {rzmblad a stordy strus
ture  of cial cansiety ownie ol
ance revealeds  The State {in
the  Weosty wus waly An Sucet
diteh, hebindiwhich-there st
a prwer il ayetom  of foTtres-
sy el earthmaeks: niorc T oT
lezg-pumercks from e Srate
bo - the. mext, it poss without
s ¥ iig <= hie o this: o pre sisaly
negessrlales] an atcnpate recont
Cnaiswnee ol ead . indivpdial
ROuRtry.”
TUThe importancs of civil soeitty
i Wlstorn Evcpe wis ravesisl
above =11 in the powsriul moss
orEsnsations  behind  the Sopial
Bremocrasy, ¥ir the truds unions

13



- and the cooperatives.
~its loyalty to these organisations
and could hardly be expected
to desert them at the call of a
newly formed world party of
revolution. - Despite
“21 Conditions” of admission
‘to the Comintern called for an
immediate and total break with

‘all centrist and reformist orga~

nisations, hoth political parties
. and . trade umions.
Brandler, the only member of
the Spartacist Central Committee
to vote in favour of joining
the Comintern and a founder of
the  German Communmt Party,
confessed his remorse at his
_own repudiation of
had once cherished: *Only now
do I realise how
was the treasure of ideas which

the German workers” movement
- tually conguering the Bolshe-

acguired - by its own eXertions
and  quite
were so impressed by the achieve-

. ments of the Bolshcvxks that we

: forgot our own.'

s The . doctrme
~ with its dogmas and rigidities,
had been constituted even before
Lenin was dead. But while
Lenin was yet alive, his own

flexibility and pracncallty was
4 corrective to the tendency of

his followers to bureaucratic
_steps. Isaac  Deutscher, in an
essay on “The Moral Dilemmas
~of Lenin”, mentions a remark

which Lenin made at a Party
Congress in April 1922, the last

which he attended. “Powerful
forces,” he-.-said,” diverted the

‘Soviet State from the proper:
It was an early reflec-

road.”
_tion of a creeping despair and

- a sense of alienation from his -
- own handiwork. ' The European

revolution had failed and the
USSR was isolated. The poverty

and backwardness of the coun-
try, compounded now by ruin
through wyears of war- and cjvil

- war, was almost an msupera_._ble-
individualism of -
~the. peasant had jts foil in the
early socialist zeal of the wor-
but now even the latter
Was demorahsed Adds Deuts-'

obstacle.. The

kers

__cher o

“But something el_sLe __'noW

also struck him (Lenin) with

The work- 3
ing class was distinguished by

ihis, the

Heinrich

ideas he

tremendous-

independently. We

of Lenm:sm,_

“state,

“written

“went

great force

. d:suples — those revolutiona-

- ries turned rulers — their be-
: havi.o_ur and methods of govern-

ment reminded him more and
. more of the behaviour and

~ the methods of the old Tsa-
- .rist bureaucracy. He thought

of those instances ian history
_ oneé nation conguered
another but then the defeated
_nation, if it represented a hig-

“when

‘per civilisation, imposed its

_' own way of life and its own
~ culture  on  the

conguerors,

defeating  them  spiritually,

~ Something similar, he conclu-

_ded, can happen in the strug.
- gle ' between social classes:
; _'defeated Tsardom was in fact
_ imposing  its own standards
“and methods on his own
party... . Tsardom was spiri-

because the Bolsheviks
less = civilised -

-~ viks,
were

: :-had been s

Lenin. d!ed
Though Germany was still in

ferment and would continue fo
there wag

be for some time,
little chance of the world revolu-
tion now coming to the assis-

tance of the beleaguered Soviet
Was the USSR then re-
: By the end of
1924 Stalin had begun to revise

‘the  basic
mis¢ on which the Soviet state
If the world

‘revolution could not assist the
Soviet State, the latter had bet-
ter learn to do without the

~world revolution. :
in December 1924, Sta-

ally doomed?
internationalist pre-

had been founded,

In an article

lin contended that the law of

uneven development enables a -
~ country in which the revolution
-has
against the capitalist states by

taken place to hold out

playing them against each other,
and thus complete the building

of Socialism. The programme
'approved by the Sixth Congress
of the Comintern in 1928 elabo-

rated  this position further and
on to say:

strongest
pillar of its achievements,

cipation
“this :
"proletarlat to ‘forward the suc-
cess
“in the Soviet Union and to

: As he watched '.
his colleagues, followers and

~dictatorship by

“than
even the Tsar’s bureaucraey'.
e il . was :
- Socialism in One Country direc-

in January ]924.-

- war,

than Socialism.:

‘time ~ has
far 't_he eventuality of war,
“has been such a colossal drain
on material resources and man-

_ “the Soviet
Union is the true fatherland of
. the profetarlat the
and
the prmmpal i‘actor in 1ts eman-.

th-r'o_u_ighout the world,
_obliges the international
of Socialist construction
defend the country of proletarian

every means -
against the attack of the capl-' :

talist poy wers.

Thus \wth Lenms death the

military defence of the Soviet =
“Union had displaced the infer-
~national Socialist revolution as -
‘the principal task of the inter-

national proletariat. The Soviet
State had become “the princi-
pal factor” in the emancipation
of the pro!ezanat throughont

~the world.  The idolairy of the
‘Russian State had become the

supreme obligation of Marxists
everywhere belongmg to the
Stalinist orthadoxy. Stalinism

- had supplanted Leninism, even
if the two conveniently con-_

tmued to be identified.

So far as the S..OVle_t Ulnion
concerned; the theory of

ted a clear and simple message
to its. people.

could, of :course, seek to play

these states against each other

for some time, But nothing

~could gainsay thc probability of
necessary was

what was
capacity, even more
Successful buil-
ding of “Socialism’ would be
accounted inm the hg,ht of its

military

ability to fight and win a war
- that  the capitalist ‘;t_ates might
- spring on them.
-~ matter for
that the

Tt is not a
_therefore,
] principal - preoccu-
pation  of = successive Soviet
Russian . governments in peace-

been  preparation.
“This

surprise,

power that not very much has
been left for the building of

- Socialism. Today the position

has been complicated even more
disastrously, :
of nuclear bombs and weaponry -

and powerf‘ul balhstxc m;ssues

(Commued on- page 18)

They had now

to rely on themselves alone to
beat back a milltary challenge
~of the capitalist world. They

The proliferation



The Natmnal Questmn and Marxlsm

ﬂi}":n jayatrl!e!m ety

_ln studying 1he comples nu.lur-._'.
ol the Natiogal Questian. fn
SrfLanka,
there i o Lheory of ‘the Matianal
Luvation g the. depemdent - fopdna-
fous, v Marxism-Tesinliin o
dage. - This goetiom- has o beeg

thml'mcd i Tl contsxls it et f

b Trre—capitalise anlocroey { Toi-
pists Russind which s Gilze
a- el g i imperializt
formaiion, =

2. Bemi-peripheral - formations
(Ceotral and Basteen Furnpey

3 Bt phtfor ward eafopial site-
wifans (hredie, Chiinud Henes
the foramlarion, the STati-
aal-Colonia {Jncéljun . This
ig the questing of ha‘tmunl
Librration,

But  wliat * of - the ‘int:rﬂal’
Jaty] guestions? Moch win
Eing has bren donc on e Welsh,
ooty Busgues) Caehees iy, | SLam
Kairm's bagk -is truly beilliani:

]3-".”_ what o siremsches in Lh#
'FA-‘::I'I]:IIIII.‘I'_'r'? 5-.1-[r!c itk has hesn
dume; onthe ethnic gspect of

strugales [Tadians:io Goutnaii,
¥et those “are  gquestions  which
Ao net denbwiith a folly flodged
eceaignist struggle  £5 im - Rig
Faawka.  True, -5ri Lanka s nnt
upigue,  Thederos ol Migdaoio,
various strugaka in Tnciia, Fokis-
tam, Eritrea and the Kaels e
produecd: some leralyrs " bk
thcy are alldescriptive,  infuor-
mative and often proptoindist
Wothing cuonceptunl,  theoretical

has - been dopz Moo opc has
addressed  the following prohs
Teme: —

1. . The problcm ol the Matinmal
Chueetioon s l.]":.lln'lll:n coliminl
formationg; e the gasica
af gedepepnient sirusgle with-
fk peelivicully Ju{?rpcndmt
sucteties, which wualifke Bris
LsimIreland, o Spacey sl
hyve'  to datfupale:

wrmationalipalriatic’ or ' inde-
pendntist’ - aspect o . their
rewcl g, These wizial foc-
mAlias dre themsslves domi-
nated  while they ' domingte
othet naticnal grouns withii

12t us remeiiber that

agajosh
dependaney and theos lesve

Ao,

Whnllenge:

2. The prnTJJr:m o E'rn'lrr'im; this
- struggle fov dewolutinn fede.
ralaany with averall problem
of . demrnefatisipi- the sale
slrdcfire — & oproblen - ihat
hve Thomos afeals awiih so
well A complicatios Factor
is that: lederalisme #4915 un
anerehist <logun Tejeated by
Murs,  but owe huwd chinag
to leacw frary Bukunin and
Kropotkio. :
3 The probleym of linking those
v atrugeles for depgocracy wich
the swugple For socialism 1.8,
1he cnnpection between the
anli-aufhoriturion . rod  the
anii=wapilalist  sirumpics:

4. The problém of linking theao

Cihtee striggles - devalution,

overall demacraoy, socializm

— writh:the anti—-depondency,
artimperiahet struggle.

5 Artienlating icse with e
striwele agams] Tasciol moyve-
maats from helew” wnd the
meidngieal sirvpales ngrioat
a bl - Jyiems of chscuruntisni

Liokins ibhzse with ks stra-
(egrie, - fuolicul and argani-
saticnel problems of amned
revalution fwhich Chvs Thoe
mas-dosen't dol. :

W st hoeer

=]
a

e il the

‘revolapasus Bithar ta have Takeg

place an o coditaxts that wire —

. prt- mpli-ll]ﬂs {Mussia, 1ithi-

. |_1P ha.]

b. l::-:.']vmul. semi-calonfial eacly
neo-doloninl (Victoam, Chi-
ng,  Cubay

Go o oligarehic (Cuba, Nicaraguay,

{r

e nzeist (AlBania, Fugoslavia
Samils Eaglerh - Eorope wlere
the revalution wias courfesy
of the -Hed -"!..rm'-}

W have to ituate our pml}!um
it tha weey. different coatrxt of
apol iteally independent vet neo-
ealomial, modern cafnltﬂ!:i.t {nut
prﬁ—-:u[:ﬁtﬂ.llst or - oligarehicy and
jpuiborilagian (not Tascist) formu-
This +1% an entively” natr

problematiquy  apd  concopial

~ Thia drbiche 04 Mepaly bassd on o Melurd Fisin 0t Hie. jawaharial Nebr
University, Delhiv stontooed by the Sodlon) Stoafan’ Lk, fodi,

‘abaenoe o

LEEonEry nakinns’

=

© Thg qucgtiﬂnu af “pali L:ml

_pln]r.nqnplw 11!.1|; wie are, finally

left with ape |:|-|3:r|‘|_ﬁ.g‘:-h thedo:
what are the [faclors makmg
or & dircable pt.l:ﬂ: aod what
apes -thwsd Coremlering - wndthes
injrr—i:ll:m[c-wur imvitalilel - 1f
prace  proves - longlisting,, the

Bestem oets sinblized, byt {ben
dpain, it will be deprived of
the eplivn of an sthaic divezzian
as the crisiz despens — 50 which
outegime ia o in o our  fpterestisy
What  kind of cmociety  dooowe
desice apd what are we willing
Lo alor Baa t.:i1_:'l1'|g|=.~ eRisting sosicly?
Whid dre the limits. oF what
taopossible  cine o our o snciely
io fhis ‘historical perical? What
Eiml of seviety wreowe willing
to settle . furg  Cwhit kiad of
sugicty wre wee willing tu o pul
up with? ' What vren’t we willing
toopue wp with? | Chile priees
that ihare 45 to peaceful o path
toosacralsm bt T shink that
Tatin Amecicin. and Bauthara
Furope alse demansteatss ihat
a preavelel ragsition Tromn dicia.

“farship toalemueracy 35 possible

Al mumz podot resistince o the
inssilutidonlised {1: Sladey Vi
enee arcund st muy fovolvs
wiolence. . But how oot to pecniit
aueselves  tat beo oprenictursly
provoked? - Indancsia shows thit
undar eormin e oonditions the
very Sprospoct cof a4 lefr led
aoahition gavcinment il tripge:
prevenlive ccounter . rewalirian.
o cles we aviid the necdless
cirpape and britaliszton of wark
Wee must be sure thal whal we ace
unleashiog is worth i, frum the
podut of wiewr-ol dbe masses —
mat from i our point o wiew,

Quite apart fudin the ubienoe
af &  subjactive - fastor  thers
sepmistn beoa rmassrve structural
EI-]-:JL:!-'.Hgg Lir lemoeralic socialist
revalntion in the prefent hstari-
cul pericd aod,  iooofkeds  the
chrenic” weikdess
of the -subjoctive faciur s @
reflection of this — which in Luro
hos too dowith eiltoce i the
wery  broafest scugs. ;

Engels spobe of 'whole reac-
a coircept miuch

15



* from
if one means a generalised armed
talking

- “roughly

: crmcised smoc then,

- of critics is Marx himself.
If Sinhala and Tamil chauvn-

msm proves to be a ‘bottom-

~up’ phenomenon — and  this

awaits deeper study — would the

-Marxlbt have to return to Engels'?
'.* il : ':w. ke :

’lhc Tarml nat:onal llberatmn

- struggle as.
- commenced around 1972, People
talk of the “war” as dating
1983 — which is correct

~conflict; but we .are
about an armed struggle which

has gone on for about fifteen_

years,

We know that the questlon'

of self determination is a democ-
- ratic qaestlon, and our
on this is determined by the

- needs of the general democratic

struggle, because we do mot
‘support ‘democracy’ in the abs-
tract. Self determination must
be seen against the backdrop

-of the overall struggle for democ-

tacy and social pmgress The

Tamil people, as a nation, i.e. as
an ethno-national formation that’
cinto & nation, -
: inalienable right of
oself determmatlon, which inclu-
des the right to set up their
own independent and sovere;gn.”
In accordance with Leni-.

- has

have

envolved
the

state.

niism, this right is supported

by us unconditionally and urnre-

 servedly. We are well aware
_that, like the right to divorce,
it is one thing to support the

~it’s ‘exercise in the form and

‘modality of separation at given
time. We

_can be exércised in numerous
forms ——fcderal, semi or quasi

federal, confederal, regwual
: __-autonomy, ete. s j :

A ZERO-SUM GAME :

 From 1976, when the_ Tamil

; Umtcd Liberation Front (TULF)
~adopted the Eelam slogan,

1985, it was possxble,
“indeed mcumbcnt for socialists
“to - champion’ the
Tamil pecple to national

- of secession and furthermore to
~support the Tamils’ effort to
exercise that nght to the fullest

: .'16: | :

One cons-
picuous absentee in the legion -

~an  armed struggle

-Anuradhapura

~ med;
~uninvolved . men,

stand o piered

‘sense,

must remember - that
‘the right of self determination

-tight of the
self
~determination including the right

tions.

in the spcc1ﬁo form of thc set-
independent,
(hopefully socialist)
 Tamil Eelam State. The key link

ting up of an
Sovereign,

in Sri Lanka politics was the

Tamil national question. ‘It was
not that some of us were fash-
tailing behind this or
that nationalist tendency “No,
the central question of the Sri
i Lankan revolution at that time
‘was in fact the Tamnl nanonal

ionably

qluestlon

In May _. 1985, _the 'attack' on

‘Government figures were
sible backlash) innocent,
noncombatan'l',- entirely
women  and
children of all ages were slau-
in cold blood by the
LTITE. It was the Anuradhapura

massacre that brought home two

facts — firstly the character of the
"LTTE and secondly their hepe-

mony within the :Tamil Eelam
liberation struggle. We cannot
deny these facts — it iz not a

'luxury that we can’ aft‘ord

Now, until May 1985, the

Tamil Eelam liberation struggle

did not target non combatant
civilians. So there was;

revolutionary activity among the

Sinhalese people and the defence -
‘of the Tamil Eelam demand.
‘It was a non-zero
between the mass base of Sim-
hala pmgresswes snd the mass -

sum -

base of the Tamil hberatlon_
‘movement.  But th;s changed.
-quahtatwely in- 1985 LS
MISHANDLING s
_CONTRAD[CT!ONS

- From it’s inception, thu LTTE'

‘has demonstrated an mcapaclty
to distinguish antagonistic con-

- tradictions from non-antagonistic
- ones.

It has habitually displayed
its proclivity for the violent re-

‘solution even of “contradlctnons :
_among the people’’.
—idea of the
~of contradictions’. :
‘against the cuttmg off  of the
heads of one’s political -rivals,
because, he said,
grow back

“correct ‘handling
Mao warped

“they do not
like  leeks™.
LTTE had no such compunc-

. internal
jplace even in its earlier imcar-

In 1981,

_of the

took place in -
‘which at least 200 (in this case
" the

‘played down because of 3 pos-
‘Hnat-

‘sination attempt -

-~ mAas
~ liberation theology content, when
he was killed by the LTTE. of

At course, the PLOT retaliated and

‘a - compatibility = between

2ame  pown,

the liquidation of rivals. _
~error broadened into a deviation
with the killing of unarmcd

- It ‘has no

fishing
‘Kakilai.

The
Sinhalese girl
Th1s was mamfest m 1ts. o

killings  which fook

nation asthe TMT (Tamil New

“Tigers), as well asin the liqui-
- dation of individuals belonging -

to other liberation organisations,
we have the Killing of
one of thc key dissident members
of the LTTE, Sundaram. He

“was the first important dissen-
ter from the LTTE — the founder
~“New  Path®, -
- Those who -are familiar with
~ the story of Lenin would know

“paper

that when he was told of his
brother’s execution for the assas-
on thc Czar,
he said — “That it is not our
way.,. We will try a new path.”

; Sundaram who. was one of the

'ﬁncst fighters of the LTTE (he
was later mvolved in the PLOT’s

- Kilinochchi -

_bank operation),
was critical of the pure milita-

.rism of the LTTE and wanted
“to chart a new path.

Subsequ-

ently, Uma Maheswaran also

left the Tigers to join him in
his project. Sundaram was coming
“out of a printing press in Jaffna

where he had prmted a christ-
card with a progressive

killed two other people who
were not members of the LTTE,
but sympathmers ! From the early

“days of the Tigers we have in-

ternal executions which are little
and then exscution of ;
d;smdenta Iike. Sundaram

~ While these incorrect. practices

were pioneered by the LTTE,
it is also true, as we have seen,
~that other important liberation
~organisations did not redct ina
- proper manner and . in fact adop--

ted similar methods of resolving
contradictions within the ranks
of the natmnal hberatlomsts

'A TALE OF TWO PATHS

Another stage fallowed that of
The

civilians in an attack on two
\rlllages, ~Naiaru and
‘There are. photographs ]
of the results of the attack.
One of them is that of a little
killed inside a
small tollet One ‘had h0pcd that



tha {ntefnatimal Eympquﬁﬂ:i fall
bt ol this desd wnuld. have
preveniend] s repefilive,  Hidecd,
the Bipholy Tevalutiooary dnfer-
netiznalizty  hoped ™ tHak o thiy
deriation - woild hive baen Clec-
feed =Ftey the *units™ conmittes,
the - EWLE was o enlarged 1o
choorapasy the: LTTE. ~But: this
T s dristeated, T 2S5 the
witack oo Thy elvilions al A
redbupucn “was preseded by an
attack on the Dollor anud 1Sent
farms.  These  perbups | ean be
anderstood bocause thers oere
Binhaly excouvicts perceived 1o
Piave Boen dnvnlved onothe Oals
canlny prisay masgaeses of TEL,
seltied gw ose Tains.

THE COMIUMETURE OF 1985:
AMURADHAPURA AND
THIMPAU

To - go' batk u o Bib -0 in
Deceabey 1084, the: TELE hil
eame an- £ the semns aod they
had ‘atiacked the Chavukuchoheri
TPl e Bipdoen. © Fnocardy. 4983,
They  blew “bp g driio which wis
carrFing i largs complement ol
suldiers, In B5. FLOTE ol ity
tudia, the Volce of Tamil E=lir,
which  wms wery  well ceorived
in the Sowihi And -it: Jnunched
its Arst opceaiion in the South-
anarmed expropziation. It was
s kpawn Ehey, thoe _F.]""R'[-F fiad
links awith Slpliky - pevaluticnd.
ries, That wes fhe  coenjuoslure
of mid — [RE3. :

The Tamil strupels wiss Maved
with two  diveroent puths — npe
wie for the project for the Lelam
stropele. to bo trumaitional Mo
the setting. ap of & cocialist
Tamil Eclarm - State and simul-
fanconusly ar acquentially o the
cwverall  Tankan weeolution inval-

“wing  the wurking cpeple in the
sindfh. Vhis entailed Winniig ovee
fhe majerity ol tbe  Sinhalcac
masses Do At least newlralisiog
themy, The other path was hit
of i Blocdy, frutricidal sirugedla
gmainst the Binhaly peoples Way
it -to he @ contestution of :(he
toee neaples in. o arctosque dis-
tortinn: of poople’s wart Would
o the Hiwnhala and Tamil people
onlte nn the basis of 2oti-State
strugle . ivvesprectiye of cthaicity
or centeml as (wo hlocs? That
was the question io (935 Aler
the Apvradbupucy mussagre Tnok

They
cilcampuss  the ‘
They Bogawn o rrage wWar 4gsin-

S TTnprernlsicd.

place, it wad 5 whals ngw bl o

garme, Hitherto the copteadiction
had Becp belween the State and
the Tamil gueérrillas, or rathee,
belwern 1the Blide amd the Tamil
people. The LTTE Arimaformied
it inty s - Ssale plus’ the  Bia-
Bl penple wersis the Tamil
guerrilles plusibe Tamil people.
brondeped their tarmet ta
Sinhula poople.

f the Sihahala nation a3 a whole,
aan=cdmbatant. an-
avncd, wnnocent Sinhala o oevsili-
aps. wore atiacked on a- large
seale Toro dha Tosttime. Rarcly.
1Eweer, aw e hastiey af the
veor kil reniybivoary © amd patin=

nul Librradion amovemenls np i

thal ime, Bad sE ol ol cime
ccjons whRd deliberaie’ derTarismi

of; 1his muanituds been reportiil,”

The “maesacre. was . foilewed
{wr omeenilis tacern, by the Thimpu
nzﬁnl;ﬁljr:lnﬁ. :

The - EPELE’:. official Dewse
papcis,  ealled. TEelmn  Spodier-
aeng™,. taried 2 10Rg articls in
15 imaue o of - Oocober!Morember
1%R5, 412 manthyg afccer the mis-
sicpe, o Lhe anplications of
ihe  Anvradhapara . -
This. Wik, ‘in St weilicn pri-
marily. by cme  loscihér owith
suother comumde wha was! alko
g leader of the Yikalpa Randa-
vama, the EPRELFE s Siphale sy
and! meat  ta - the S EFRLIC just
alter 1he Asnurudhepure incident,
dnd helfece o the  Thimpa  tndka,
Ckng podut cino ghat acticle ds

(st ghis Lind  of “tecrie would

push ihs 80 Lankan Gowvern-
mient iola a rapprochemeont with
the  Gowernment  of Fadia, the
result of which would burs the
Eclum - strapple atscll, hecanse,
g5 L French’ Uplopian sccialist
anid “"He who makes 8 revolos
tion: only half way digs his
Froern

o carave™ L Te - guote

the  articls:
o thorecisoa adotehraarnd
spitalling progeas . of musl

stiughter ol unarmesd civilinns,
in other words if there 35 o
slice . towacds  barbarismi oo
boih ' sjles,” the Cinkeraliticoil
community may rcquest Indis
to milifwcily o infervene o
Eounte nED Gn

GHLESEEICTS,

gach  agtion oM
India™s -parll ~Soch - ihifIven-

flon will dot Fead th thE get-
finr Op ool Cwh o indepadent

Tumil Lelim:of ‘ani sark, (21
wlene w socindist Tamil Hebam,

Bather 3t will resulliin tkie
“setliog Up of provineisl cshaas
cils “under ighe CTULE S aul

Ahicheverections el dis el
Cmovement chooze 1ol ik

atc, I ths wowth it will mean

gencral: elootiomsy s preceded
poatibly by a *MWutional Goverz-
micait: bed by Beles.  Baodiiera-

waike o and fallowsdl By im

SLFT . poveroment &lso hegdet

By her.o Sucll 2 deonueme=ot

will scr hack the Eslam Libe-

padien abpugele, and. the Sri

Lipkan sngialist sevinlabion by

derades.  Thise Felam o raili-

furts ound Marxiuis - who ope
posd gneh W woldiien el
doubiless be disarnd | or eli-
neingted by the Joifian pcmed

e L BERRS y

¥ oplesase  desist from @

course of melion which -will

snccsed merely ap shaking tho
tecr s that o the Cowit Talis ins
to the bucker of the oppgnsis

“tinndal bourgeolses O, ko put

i e seicntificelly, daoast
embark an 4 eourse of weiino
that' will helpin - externilly
ioet poedd, - ionrgeois-reformist
ssplution’ fo Tthis Tmost pro-
foumd’ erisis of the Bri Lankiin
Catetesin e CJHB conenTy  his-
t".:ll.'].r'u,‘ ! :

In 1985 @1 Thimapu. all bz
Eclam groups were preaent apid
the  EWLE [lelam Matiooal
Liberation lrupt) had boen for-

med,  comprising . tho LTTE,
FERMOS, EPRELL amd TRLLE The
“PLOT was ksptl. ool &t that

tirne, which T think was 3 mig-
Linke.

The groupe put forward Toor
Bisic szmands of the Tamails.

MAXIMALISM

While the Thimpu tatks were
Eaing om, the situdtion on the
ground owny o stch  that i oae
particnlar operuting — Vavunya
— tha - 8ri Luokan  sfmy %ént
urt & rafmpape ol the fepresams
(atives of ' the Tdmi]l Groteps
walked nut of Thimpe,  Whether
or- nnt that was ianistakes, oo
does nnt Eaaw. . othink i was
the mapural thing 1o do 2t that
poinl ol Hirc. :
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“The Government of India sug- |
gested that the four points pre-
sented by the Tamil groups be
concretised
gislative and constztutnonal ideas,
that they be given political form.
- This was not -done, I think
 this was a mistake,
g term .
~ with in  progressive political
discourse called *maximalism’.

It.'s like fundamentahsm =

you have economic fundamenta-

- -lists and you also have Marxist
- fundamentalists. = They argue
~from  first prmolples and then

- there's just the maximum prog-

ramme and nothing in between)
‘There have been plenty of people
‘like that in socialist parties at
various times.
think in terms of a minimum
programme;
of intermediate,
_provisional solutions; not to be
able to see the intermediate as

transition — these characterised

the Eclam struggle.

" I'm certain that the Marxlst Le-.

ninst organisations in the Tamil
- resistance were aware of this,
but the degree of hegemony of
the LTTE was such that even
- they did not want to go against
the Tigers.
come out with any concretisa-

tion of the four principles either, |
it to the TULF to do

- leaving
- the c“constitutional stufi”, This
was mid-1985. In a way, this
error mirrors that of the Rus-

sian Economists — Li miting them- |

_sel_ves to the economic class
struggle while the political strug-

gle was to be left to the liberal:

bourgeoisie. Im " late 1985, the

TULF came up with its pack-

age of proposals which it for-
 warded  through  the
- Government to the Sri Lankan
Government. The Sri
Government said -“no way” and
it came up with its rehashed

version - of the very minimalist |

_response to Tamil demands in

the form of the district leVel.

development council, We could
call it ‘mega DDCS or ‘DDC_S_
_plus plus . : { -

This questlon snll faees as-'

‘today, na mely, that fhe minimum,

(Commued on page 26)

18

in the form of le. _.-_makes

_ There is |
that  we are familiar

‘that the idolatry of the
 {Gramseci has called it ““Statola-

‘The inability to
to think in terms
interim and |

~of faith in
valution and the enthronement

in a tight corner. - If.

So they did not |

to correcting them.

~Indian ¢

Lankan

as  these workers

Sov:et Marxtsm. e
(Commued from page 14)

it v:rtually

that a future war will be a

no-win affair and result in the
_total elimination of human life, .
This makes it sensible that the
“‘building of Socialism’, instead

of providing a cover for- the

accumulation of military  po--
~tential,
“divorced from the preparation

- should be decisively

for war, ‘This is one of the

cornerstones of President Gorba-

chevs current policies.
We
and the

tory™) elevation  of

‘military preparations as the

supreme factor ‘governing ‘the

~working out of all State poli-

are lraeeable to  the loss
internationaly re-

cies

of bureaucracy. Militarism is
a typical resort of bureaueraey_
' follows
that the freeing of economic
and social policies f-r_o_m” the
military  strait-jacket -~ cannot

take place without the det_hrone-

ment of bureaueracy

Gorbachev s speech to
27th Party Congress of the CPSU
suggested  that his
of the economy and that his
Perestroika  would be lir
Thus he
would not be able
the planned growth in national
income without huge increases

.in labour productivity brought
~about by
in high technology.

- investment
He had the
low ‘quality

intensive

huge problem of

unsaleable goods in shops and
factory godowns amid a general
“clamoni  for -

industrial
There  was

.consu-

mer  goods. the

problem of the shadow ecanomy

with its enormous and flourish-

ing. private sector on the labour
market, Whole brigades of inde-
_pendent workers
~ private
factories at five times the wage
of ordinary. workers.
‘was reluctant to repudiatethese

“Were

contracts - with state

The state

contracts or stop the practlee
alone ‘were

mev;table'

Atracts

have attempted to show .
State

-the .

. ~_principal
concern was with shortcomings

limited

to' achieve

_provelling at the e
sadistic dictator. Mikhail Gorba-'-__
chev has been

signing-

Tesponsible for half the cons-
truction work gomg on outside
the capital. It has not mat-
tered until now that hordes of
parasites batten on these con-
and - the . aceompanymg
purchase of raw materlals :

Tn the course of 1986 however, :
Gorbaehev steadly extended the

- scope of his reform programme
to include radical palitical steps.
‘He appeared to be

some definite recognition that
no technoecratic reforms.
be of value if the political
system could not be adapted
to the needs of a growingly
pluralist society.  Through 1987
and 1988 he has moved con-
siderably further. A  kind of
separation of powers is already
on the way by which executive

authority will be wvested in the =
Soviets and the Party will be

largely rtemoved from inter-

ference in state administration =
~and economic management. The

basic role of the Party will be
ideological, philosophical  and
political,
form  their functions of manage-
ment and be responsible to the
Party. A judicial reform  is
also contemplated
tions of People’s Deputies that
have  recently ‘heen concluded.

‘have, within their limits, already

provided the Soviet people wnh..
their first elected. parhament

Stalinism was the means by
whleh Russified Marxism turned
its back on
transformed  Socialist develop-
ment into idolatry of the State,
suppressed  Soviet  democracy
and substituted for it the wun-
bridled dictatorship of the Com-

-~ manist Party and converted the

Communist Party itself into the'
totalitarian  ipstrument - of

handful of ruthless bureaucrats .
feet  of =

able to swing -
the Soviet state in the reverse
direction -in = respect
of Glasnost and’
and the active pursuit of world

peace, Soviet Marxism has begun
to be de-Russified and retur-

‘ned to Internationalism.

51gnalling i

could

The Soviets will per-

The - elec- -

internationalism,

of every -
one of these processes through'

his policies.
~ Perestroika and democratisation.
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INDIA AND EELAM:
Sri Lanka’s dependency syndrome

lzeth Hussam

=,

' Th-: polls: ¥ictory of Karann-
“gidhite DK singsed  soms

anxieties in 'S_fi Laoks 1m the
hojiefs  that ot might - Jend to
fuircher gumph&ations in s oue

Tamil problem, But we cunnot
ke certain whout thiz ' Soomch
depcnds on’ clanging . clrepms-
Linecs about which we can nsver
be cerian. o What  wo oo be
cepioin  shout, however, 15 thit
the feddamentuls ol the: Tamil
problem rémain uochiongsd, And
we gin itlse bo prustisally e
toig, That what iz peing to hap-
pen will depend  far gnofcCon
purselvey than on the 1IFME o
the Todisn (Governmsnl uf any
cthicr  external foctor.

Tt appears that, wp Seoonow
Iniiia - has Faile) to urrzroge 4
salislactory necommadation will
our Tamils: ‘This will 'be appa:
rent, 22 monihs afier the Poace
Aceurds, IF we take 8 look ot
ths siluadion in the North, Pro-
vineigl Councillops were deelared

clopted there without wocondest,

ehriaualy becatge LTTE epposi-
tivn preventsd Uic helding of
nofinal elzctivns. The pells at
the Presidentin] eloctions  were
very Clow packky at least becauso
of LTTE oppositicen. Moo dnrs
mil tlectinneering wag possibla
for  ihe General Llectious, dnid
the resuilts . shaowed a meriows
prosion in tho pesiion . of the
mederats . TULF. - It i3 swid
that Goverpment offizes Minetion
anly thres days in fhe weck,
Becavas sush s the ‘dikiat of
‘the LTLIL.  And cvery aaor wod
then  skinmishes take place Dbet-
wen the LTTR and’ the TTEF.
It i~ ebvions’ that the LTTE,
fur from havidg been eliminaed

The wrirer, @ refired Foreign Ser”
vice nficer, was Amlsrgdoe v
the Hillpnines.  The artick if
hagsed pr otk the Maorgs
Tnstitute,

ar  neutealized, is active  and
remdini as intrunsigent a5 awer.

We canpot pretend thiot thers
is anrithiog likc opornaley o
the  Maorth, oven if  there might
be semething 1ike it in ghe B,
and this swrely acans thit the

TFKE can Dz expected to re-
main in ihis coantey for the
fovcsecable - Pulupe, contlnaing
what Inoks kike i drcoctual
rele, Fven if ell vur polineal
piriies, withont exeepiion, ood.
cur i the. derwosds that the
IPKLE be withdrawn  forihwith,
the  Imdians ore  uot likely o

ablige.  Crrec 700 Indinn soldiedcs
huve died on Sci Lankeno soil,
more  than it aoy  of - Lndia's
weurs - with dts meiglihours.
that
pinid.  Wa cen {ake it-that what
rrompted  the IFKEF . presencs
herfe was @ol peec and vnadul-
terated  aftcudsm,  We o cannot
tealistically  gxpeet  an IPEF
withdrawal - wntil the ohjectives
which 134 to its preseoce here
are secured, -

There are ten identifivble In-
diann oijectives; ipart from an-
other possible -abjeotive - which
will be deait with  heee,  Lhme
in to eosure that o the  Tamdl
problem in welved so that there
will be no Further Tall-cut in
Tarmil Mudo.  We may snspect
that ¥ndia cxagzsrages the pro-
blem of the foil-out as ic pro-
wides an cxeases too intarfers in
the  afairs -~ of cits aeighhoars,
s therc - no doubt whatower
thay e of the joternal prds
blemy amang. Tndia’s nesglibianes
da einss Tallocots In Lodie, T
fhe cuse ul vur Tamil problem,
thic® Full-ont has ot been - con-
fined  to, Tamil Wade alons as
ol be seen fromthe: fact that
the -Home Minister of - Andhra
Tradech  stoted csoms. time
fhat Mexalices there had obtained
waapiong from the LTTE which

For
surelv 4 prics has 1o be .

HEt .

ware txed tn Eill scven polics-
men.  We may¥ rogard  thizooas
the cogsequence of Trdiw's Fally
io allowing the LTTR 1o ope-
ruie im- Tamil Madu.  But there
iz nlsn ihs oume of che Makdives
where, cennding 1o President
Gayvoom, the abortive ool ks
fempt - of Lisl MWovembor wis
mister-mind=d by FLOTE whaich
hoped to s a Malkdivian islond
for “training guerillas and for
srms armtzeling ot S Lanka.
It cannot b2 denied that gntore
il problcima dun o semetimes
cayse o lemaimaie Dcooseto kD
neizhbonrs, i

Our - Timil problem: has onl
cavsed woy really - serions . pro-
blems in Tamil Madu, but all
the same we caonotl coalisiienlly
expect any Govsroment in Delhi
for qgnore  Tamil Madu® restive-
ness aver what happens in 5ri-
Lanka, more’ particwlarly oow
thiast the DMK has o assamad
pawer there. Tt owoas the TONE
whivh stareed  the firsi scpaia-
tist poovement in cIndin, and
sith its dssdampiion of | powar
jn the luggast of the Drwvddions
statee nll of the South iz lost
to the Congircis, a fact of somo
importenee in & countre whera
the eultummb o cleavage  helweda
the Arvan Merth and the Brasi-
ian Sauth has bean histocicel by
important. e mustonow ex-
pect o greuger Tmiljan rerolye to
wilthdraw the [PRLF only afeer
there 1% Toasonpble sround Cto
beliewe that the Twmil problem
has  bBesn malved,  Teken with-
drivwals  every new  and thzo
maks no diflcrenee

A second  Tndian - objertive,
which inalsa 2o casily identifa-
Tl gne, is b0 ensues that o Sri
Tanks nover yels together with
a forgign puower it 4 WADLET
that might sndanges’ Tadian in-
tproits. It pannet b deubled
that suupicicns  ono this score
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- «claim to a hemeland

: were of crucial importance in
- the developments leading to the
IPKF . presence here.

- getting  together  with  other
powers could arise out of its
_ethnic, religious, linguistic, caste,
and other diversity which spawns
separatist  movements,
though there is undoubtedly an
over-arching cultural unity which
bas held India together up to
sow. TIndia bepan its indepen-
dence - with - the trauma of a
break-up, and ever since then
India  has
bothered by what Tadians used
to call ““fissiparous tendencies”,

- Phrases of that sort, nééd]cssl.y
polyllabic. as they are, come-

times have an anaesthetizing

. Tunction, suggesting in this case
“#.dread of the break-up which
Indians vehemently deny. It

should be obvious that our .

Tamil problem -causing a fall-
out in Tamil Nadu, together

have a powerful potential for

meddling in India’s aflairs, conld

. have been expected to: drive
India to desperate measures.

. Meeting these two objectives
1o the mutual satisfaction of
S1i Lanka and India has proved.

to be difficult, but they do not

~ feem 1o present problems of an
~insuperable order. In regard to

satisfying Tamil aspirations, a
apparently.

major problem fis
the unit of devolution because
‘& single North Fastern Province,

on which the LTTE is suppose-

dly intransigent, is not accep.

table’ to the Sinhalese and Mus. -

lims. The Tamils should be
-able to understand that their

the whole of the Eastern Pro.

vince is worse than dubious on

historical - grounde. Special ar-

rangements for the Eastern Pro-
vince, if not a separate Province

altogether, should be regarded

as cquitable. In any case, the
- extent of ‘the devolution could

turn out to be far more impor-

tant than the unit of devolu--
tion and on this there has to

W,

One of
the reasons why India scems to
be ‘paranoid about neighbours

ever

-continued o be

absorbing

be flexibility, n'ot_';'Liﬁ"'-I_ﬁ-_si-'fs"‘t_e?iéé_ :
that there should be an identi-
cal amount of devolution as in

Tndia ot some other country.

The test, however, is whether
- our Tamils will have the requi-
site degree of autonomy to allow
them to live in security and
dignity. In principle at least
the problem of devolution does

not seem to be an insuperable

OmET e

- On foreign relutions, there is
one fact 1o which importance
should be given. For decades
we had very friendly relations

with Indja, while India’s rela-
tions with practically all is -

neighbours to the North were,
at  best, rather uncasy. M- is
important to note that we

managed to have cordial rela-
tions with both India and China
- at the same time while relations :

between  those  two couniries
were hostile. That was a situ-

tion in. which india might have

with  suspicions - that a hostile been expecied 1o insBEov'a

Sri Lanka wanted to get ‘toge-.
_ther with other. powers which *

distancing of  ‘Sri Lanka from

China as the price for continued
cordial relations  with India.
Instead, India was quite satis-
fied 25 long as we were net get.
ting fogether with China against

India.

There is a striking contrast
‘between India’s usually unsatis-

factory relations with countries

to the North on the one hand,

and with Sri Lanka and the
Maldives on the other, The

~explanation * for this could be
- historical,

_ apart . of course
from  geo-political realities.

India’s conquerors  from the

time of the Aryans came from
the North-West, and in 1962 it
was found that the Himalayas

. Were no impassable barrier to-

one of jts neighbours.  The

‘threat to India historically was

from the North, while from the
South there was none,

we serve any malign plirposes
‘against India or any other coun-
try in this region. AW that is

‘“to ‘eliminate the LTTE.

And it
does not appear that in recent
times any power really wanted -
to get invelved in Sri Lanka to
the detriment of Indian interests,
In any case, what we require.
“from the West isj"economic.aid_

‘This

does not require fhat

i

required is that we follow sensi-

ble economic policies, - There.
is no threat to Jandia from the
Scuth and that means thai we
can work out wholesome rela-
tions with India, without fear-
ing “Finlandization” and even

~ without a Friendship Treaty.

It does not seem that we are
facing insuperable problems in -
coniing to terms with the Tamils
and with Tndia. But we seem
to be stuck in some sort oF
stalemate. - Retrospectively, and.

- showing wisdom after the event,

it can be seen that the failure
to “involve the ~LTTE in the
negotiations Jeading to the Peace
Accords was a stupendous biun-

der. The assumption that the

Tamils would be grateful to
their saviour, India, and that
the LTTE could be eliminated
er neuiralized without difficulty
has proved to be mistaken. For
one and a half years the LTTE
and the IPKF have been locked

in  deadly combat, with ‘the:.

LTTE being unable to drive

out the IPKF and India being
either ‘unable. or not wanfing
What
is vequired now is a recognition

that India intervencd in Sri Lanka

to solve the Tamil problem for

~us, but if it cannet the logic of

the situation  ‘points -ineluctably

. to the conclusion that we have

1o come to terms with our Tamils.
The responmsibility for breaking

- out of the stalemate rest partly

with - the Sri Lankan Government,
The alternative might be to recon-

-~ cile ourselves to a continuing IPKF
~ presence in this country for the

indefinite future.

The analysis so far is Cin

terms of two objectives which
~can be easily identified and

which India can openly avow.

- There can be another objective

which  has to be ~concealed.
ais is that India wants to
assert itself as a great _power

in relation to Sri Lanka.

(To be coht.i'nued)“' =
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Nepal and Indian security doctrine

Prof, Shelton Kodikera

he manner  inowhich - both
Mepal =nd Bhatan (it ipto
the sscarity  framework  of the
Gouth  Asian  subcontinent - 98
sl derermited  lergily By the
pirafezic docirime  Jwid -dewn in
respect of tliese cohoirics by the
Eritish raj. Indcpendent Todin
reinstitaced Ctreutien - -which - the
British had with these countrics,
which had “#ccorded them fand
Sikkim ns-owell) varging degreen
af a depemiient- status as bulfer
wates inthe sensifive Himsluy=n
ceginn; which divided the Tibet
rewioh. of  Chine from Iodin,
Qi kim’s incorporution . in the
Imdizin: Union io 1975 nnderlized
the ficw - rendities ol South Asinn
pulitics atising - frem the ints-
pration of Tibet iote the Pooples
Rrpublic - of Chinu, @nd from
Chinw's barder dispute nod armed
confrontativn in 1962 with Indja,
The 'pew Chipese presence  of
the Himsloyitn bovder gove buih
Mepal . and  Bhutan &  pfreler
lccway  §o - Foreign affeirs thin
had existed before, contrarywaise
ty what  happened i Sikkim,
et it way 3 leewidy wWhich wrus
“steiotly defincd by the primacy?
of Tndin's own . concepiran of;
Jer sesworily jotorests i
Thus, the Indo.fhatnn trenty
ol Augost 1949 slipulated fhat
ihe Gowernment of Tudie would
gnerci-o he' inteferemce  in  the
interpal “administration  of Bhu-
tuw, whila on.its parp Bhotun
agreed  “to b poidel by the:
advice of the  Guoveroment of
Tadia in tewaed to its exiérnal
relatiogs’’. ~ Uwder  ariicle  ¥T)
Ehutun  eould - import - arms,:
ammuoilicn, michinery, warlike)
materipl gnd - stores,  through®
Tudia, only with the wssistance
and approval of India. Iodig
bus oow accepted {hat Ttoig oot

Fhee arrlote {5 exeerpiod _.l"miﬂi
the Cautler's  Framewnrk  for
Beplomal  Security - . Sowth
(Agtd, recently | presented at)
g semunar pomsored by the
" Colpmbo’ Uajrarsity. i

- missiond io Bupgladesh

mandatory, far the Bhotancss
king to acecplall foreign policy
pdvice proffered Ty the Goveens
prenl ol Tndip: and Bhvilso has
cilarped iy o diplomatic repre-
gentation  wbroiet, . becomiop &
mesiber . oF  fhe  TToited Na-
tinns {umder lodin's spandorshiph
in 197L,° eopening deplomislic

. (1974
podl Mepal (19833 aod noncezi-
deot  diploanatic contragts with
ceveril niher canntries, ingtuding
Denmurk,  Swedow,  Switzerland,
Meibherlonds, - apd - the EEC,
B ot itiportantly, Bhotan brceme
an integrl part of the BAARC
Tramework from its o inception.

Tirdias treuty relniionsiip with
Mepal was Tess restriclive thian
that with Bbuten, ws begefited
iz clpssie eole as the most impaT-
tunt llimalayan bhufer zstute, s
lorger - size - andthe fighting
guulities of it Gurkha regiments,
which wers attached, suecessively,
toil= British and Tedian araies.
TIpder Acticls IT of the TNepodi
Tecaty of 1950 the {wa poweren-
ments wers eblipted fo gnlform
each other of any serieus Jrics
tion of  misgnderstanding . with
any meighheurving  Stete likely
1o cmuse  any  Brcach i ihe
friendly relations subsisting bets
ween  the' | two . Goveromeuots,
This provision was further coo-
golidated ' by can cxuchange  of
fztiera - (which wees - not mede
public. notil 195, whidh atipu-
Jaced - that neither’ Govegiment

wonld  Vrolerete aomy threat to
the security of the' other by
a forcign  appressar. - Too deal

with, any such threat ihe  dvwn
Coserpments shall eonsult with
erch cilier and dervise elective
connier—measneea’™. | Article W of
the Trenly. Stanted  MNepal. the
right to import arms, & amnu-
fittlon or warlike: materials.and
gyuipment negsssary - fort o the
security of Mepal througl Tndia,
fhoiagh . the procedures for giving
effect to this urranggment wera
to, he worked out throwgh joiol
consultatioma. in

Even  hefoje the pgoing of the
1930 Freaty.  Prime . hMinistsi
Mehru hud declared in the Lok
Babhu; %We capnot folerote soy
foreipn countty | inany. part, of
e Indian subcontpient. | Any
posaible invision of MNepat would
sovitably invielve the safciy  of
Indiatt.  Elnbdciving o oo il
theme, Mebrudeckared, in Bocem-
bar 19503 -

Frorh timae mmemarial, tlee Himaloyzs
pawe provided us withe a magrificing
frentlar,  OF cours= - they 28 0o
lamgee RE Impzssable  as they uzed
o B, bue are STl falrly efiective,
W canndar allsw that barcler to b
pererrabel hechedac lro 1l alsoo the
principal Barciar fo jndie.  Tacealors,
ur much sy Wa o ppreclate the Indes
pendenca = [epal, vz canoc oo
anything ' to pe wrong in Mopalar
perolt “thas barrier” 42 B cocsred
oF  weakened  becauss Bpac would
3Ta ho a risk to cuc R igy,

The -degree  of * diplomatie
manonevre available too Mepal
was conziderably  enlarged by
the situpiion io Seulh Asi io
the - aftermuth ol - the - India-
China  war cof 1962, and Ty
Chita’s rcw o ioterest ~in tha
Himalayan cogion. Chioa built
wo rofd coannceting | Kodari. in
Tihet with' Wathmandw, wad sip-
med W border agdecment - with
Mepud, both do o the 19403, But
even befure Chini hecame thus
an fmportanl savablo in Mepa.
fcae foreipn policy, Mepal had
heconte reseniinl nf (he “special
relationsiiip® ‘with Jodia apd, as
Prafeseor Leo Rose poinled ot
demianda for the revision of 1he
{L9580y treaty wore voioed wlmost
immediately  after | ratificetion,

‘wnel the” Ranas orere aogused nf

copeluding an vucquoal - treaty’.
1 was ant that Mepal -moede
eny  fnfmal representations o
Mew - Dellii for  revising. tho
gprecial provizions of ibe Treaty,
hut *public atutements have hecn
grzde Treml RimeE to time Tor

sprblic’ consumption™,

The Chincse aption hoyever,
has nat disminished aiznificantly

(Coniinued on page 36} -

A |



THE REGION

Benazir: long way for consolidation

: Pram'_o.d.' K. Mishra

s Benazit - Bhutto t::-omp.l._éit@'s

~ dually some inner contradictions
of the Pakistan polities ar e going
. 10 pose serjous challenges to the

stability of the government, One
- can ‘identify them as follows: .

~To begin with, the charismatic
. daughter of an enigmatic former
Prime Minister inherited the le-
gacy of a country which in its

four decades of turbulent history

has remained a pawn in the hands
of the military clique in close

collaboration with the elitist bu-
houses.
Hardly, the people of the moth-

_reaucracy and business

--€aten - country have breathed
freedom even during the so-callad
democratic interlude of Zulfigar
Ali Bhutto's regime {1971-77).

. Second, willy-nilly Pakistan
“has become a pliable tool in the

hands of one Super power in the
latter’s global strategy and espe-
cially inbecoming “a front-line

state” in the volatile Gulf-region . -
; 1ie spite of
~serious challenges at home, Gen,
‘Zia-ul-Hagq, the -controversial mi-.

~ Ironically enough, in

- litary dictator survived one crisis

after another for 11 years mainly

‘due to the Afghanistan erisis and
the open rivalry of the two super

powers at his door-step.

. Butevenafter Zia’s exit, his fun-
- damentalist legacy continltes to
haunt ‘the Pakistanis EVen now.
. Besides, he has virtually left

the country on a silver platter

in the hands of his mentors,

- the United States and the mul-

tinationals. It is *Washington,

which played the tune in the

~ installation of a popular govern-

- ment in the hands of Benazir

Bhutto whose Pakistan People’s
. Party (PPP) emerged as the single
largest majority, at the Novejmn-
ber 16 elections to the National

- Assembly. -

| Af‘tve_;-\_ the: ten;_dziy drama of

hide. and = seck ' by President 2

o2

=% hundred days in office, gra.

time keeping

“have

Ghulaini Ishaque Khan, the ‘US

Ambassador in Pakistan had to

~directly intervene in persuading

the top army brass to ‘support

Benazir in the formation of a

goverament, while at the same

the armed forces unhindered,

- POSITIVE STEPS . -

After Benazit Bhufto won a

vote of confidence in the Na-
~tional Assembly on 'Deccmber'-_'l:_.‘,

she has taken a number of posi=
“tive

steps. in . accordance with
the election - promises made by
her party. About 2.000 political
Prisoners,

of working class men and women
been  released. . Another
2,000 prisoners who had been

~condemned to death by the Zia
Tegime, had their sentences com-
‘niuted. Her second achieverment -
_lies in the area of liberalization

of the nationai media.

. .A'fl.:er "néﬂar'ljr three ‘decades of

stafe regulation: on  the  ptint

media, now there s complete
freedom of expression and any
~outside obsetver is amazed at
~the quality * of news reporting
by the promineat English and
- vernacular dailies in the eountry.
Even the -state-controlled radio

and TV have been ‘overhauled
and a considerable coverage is
being given to shades of opinion

- expressed by different ‘political
Lpartigs e e e

~To the Pakistan people the

recent 90-minute concert (Music-
89). given by young Nazia Hassan
and her brother Zoheb was indeed

a4 refreshing change although the

conservative groups castigated it
as “unbridled liberalism.” Her

third achievement is in lifting

of & ban on trade unions., Now

- student unions, labour forums

and other associations of differe-
nf groups of workers have been
reactivated,. - oo i gt

the ‘interests of

by o Zia-ul-Hag’s mient o
- ‘However, in keeping with PPP's >

many of whom are.
PPP activists and a large number

government
~Benazir povernment has conver-
~ted @ deficit budget of Rs. 270
erore in December 1988 into a
surplus of Rs. 260 crore by the

. On the cconomic front, althe.

ough Benazir has made a pro-
mising - start, several = chroniec

- problems still haunt ber. Ironi-
~cally enough,. gne of her first
steps alter taking overas Prime
- Minister was ‘the embarrassing
- constitutional  requirement of
approving 1988-89 budget prepa-

red by the top officials appointed

election promises, her govern-
ment has provided Rs. 200 crores
for people’s-oriented programmes
like health, - drinking ' water,

education and communication,

Besides, by launching a cam-
paign against drug pedlars, fax-
evaders and corruption ‘and by
imposing  strict  control = over
; - expenditure,  the

fust week of February. s
- Happly enough, after her 20v-

~ernment took power, Pakistan’s
-exports bave increased by cight

- per cent where as imports in-
creased only marginally (1 per
cent), There 'was, Hhowever, a
major decline at the front wof

remittances by non-resident Pa-

Kistaris which fell by 18 per cent,

The PPP government has in the

- meantime approached Libya, Tran
and Traq to provide three lakh

job's_ft)_r"_t_he Pakistanis.

 CRITICAL

However, at the same time

one connot close one’s eyes at

some of the vulnerable points

_in Pakistan’s economy. As some

economists have clearly conce-
ded, Benazir has inherited one
of the ‘worst economic.  erisis

in the country’s history. Accor-
- ding to unofficial  assessment,
 the nation’s foreign exchange

reserves have fallen to § 300

- million, * which can: only. cover

_ iwo-weeks 1mports.

government. -



Indation i3 wnow  runoing wt
abowt” 13 peor cenl.. Her gavern-
ment will hawe to harrow mopcy
Jusb Ao ity EHe Csplarids of siate
cmpl-ﬁ-:,lﬁ.-:ﬁ_ The curetaker £0V—
ernment  of - Ishugus Khan had
sipped u packags deal with the
International © Monetary - [Fund
{TME} just. Before the -elegtioni.
~Tho deal would bryeg %1 billion
oVer  these yenrs fn scturn for
seimgant and wnliondralile. samdi-
4acars Chat could turther Fuel inko-
bicn amd - public umegst 1o desti-
Iilise the Beanzic goves nment.

Tut Benszic hus expréssed hee
Bolpleasncas ahowt it and she is
im0 noed o rencgstinte the
wolair cdent. To hee wiew. o ths
whele system built op by Ein
ix - lmadded gmagest PRT and i1l
the pDest  budz:t jn Tune, ber
covernment  would just Dave to
maks dio o wlhich makes it next
fo impossible Loostart new fod-
nenvic and soeciad prugn amane Tor
the poot.

But in s atmosphese  close
ta bankruptey i prices go up
further fhere wrould. possihly-he
a populae . backlosh.  Awnallier
alarming framirs i3 in the area
of defepce spending, which has
“gope up hy 2344 per cent du-
riog ihe Iast siz jears.

Ouat of the total budget on
public expendituce, delenue stan.
da at the top ecluimipg hetwezn
AT to AD per cent: of the tnial,
Thia i= followad by sxpenditure
ome deht scrvicss, sabsidi=s, Lens-
ral o administration and © sociel
seryvices 3 - that o arder. . Thue
defence ofers the bregest scops
for geoncmy in public cxpens
ditvee. bul a5 long. as the arny
eontinues tu call o ghe Cshoms,
redusiog  miliary o expenditurs
mey be bacardous Foroa civilian
Fovernmzot.

Eesides, ahe connct  foreet the
fazt that it s Gen. Afzul Bep,
tha Chaef: of = Pakictan - Army,
whiy placaed “a. Key rale in per-
sutling : Presidant Trhague Khan

b appoiont ler ag Peime Minister,

MAIOR CHALLENGE

The major chullengs to Be-
-paxyt comed from the main op-

T peitois the

~peg, T

E:-ﬁitian nariy, el Telam Jagiao-
pi- Ttiebad (TI0y led hy Blawas
Sharily - the s Chiaf ]'-Imut-:r o
ihe  most ['rl:lp.Jilms privinge,
Pumjab.  Tha latler  mot. only
stakel s claim (v ths prime
mlniﬂerﬂiil_rlr alft=z (h=s natiennl
clectivns, bel alsa contibus to

eredes wll sorts o of Fl,u'dlr-a far -

hek - aovernment,

The finseo pwer the prondatir
digmiszal  of - the | Baluchica
spovernment of Zufarollal Tamaly
Ty Lrowarnor Mobaminad, hasse,
L alleged,  was anastee mindad
by il AT oo destahibise the
Benazir aovcenment - within e
first ‘menth in ulfice.. But  shs
gomehow wwvercame that  crisis
and . stallzd w possible backlash
in Ihe neighbouring provinds of
Marth-West  Frootier. Province
(MWEPY whers  the PPF haz ima-
naged to forn & government in
albiance with the Awami Matios
nal: Paicy (ANF) 1ed- by ..ﬁ.l:r;iul
Wall Khat'n

Yoo anather  jndl 1o Beppzic
Iriem WY name duriog the mujor
hy-elsctivn on Jaowary 28, At
stuke  were Cthirtzen . netiomol
assembiy and  seven proviocisl
assembly seuls,  mustly vucated
by candidaies  who o hud - wron
mare  than ons seat in Mosvembior
gonoral elections,

- The tesulls cemente] FIs hold

on Funpib by ils winning seven
matiomal. - assembly amd o ihcee
porvincial - assembly seals. . Io
pucticular, the FPP  recoived a0
mujor- joll with  the foss of its
MA seat vucuted by Benazir her-
gelf in Luhore. It Dad only a
noor -oonacktion by winning o
MA “acate [n MWEP.

Mevertheless, cven alter iha
January hycloetions, there is no
dramatie change in the politicnd
SCEmATION
axtivoal  Parfly 1o the reol sencs,
nrily one to be TE-
presenesd 1o ail ibhe four-pegrins
his' enly - prowcd: ita
unazen ilable - position in Punjab,

PROBLEMS

et another
the - Benazir

proablem - area fof
poveriment comes

“Arom b2 composition of the §7-

PR rermains b onle

with Mew

memhber Servate,  where the TIY
hais a majarity aod its Chaireman
Wasim Sayad, o Zin susparter
e orealy piohlenis for bee,
Undes the present "constitution,
the oll-poewer Tk - President ean
e suggeaded - by the Seaatc
Clidirman in cass of o contigs
meney. The Speaker of fhHe Ma-
tinoal Arsembly comazg only pext
in the wrder of sufcesiion.

Whils ssszasing Bonacic's per-
tormunce ut home, the ool
gard plived Be her ghoubl oot
bz bypazsed. She Lias display=d
remurkalle sagacity by showing
an elive hraneh te Bagiv Giond i
goom - after - hee  assumplion of
alfpee. - g

Tn feeping “with .the " popalze
septiment vl 1he yvnbger penc-
ralgan ol - Pakistomis who hava
displayel keenness o undeérstand
ind imleet with 1heir gcounter-
pacts inm olodin, Beoazie  went
out of The winy ducing the SAARC
sunumit at. Islamabad to invile
Buajiv For oo private diimc,

Althotuph <the cheemic o ifer-
ences aver the Kashnpe st were
not discuwssed, the signing of the
thren broad o agreemends  Juring
Rajrv Giandhi®s wisil aupurs well
for @ gew momeglivm OF peace
im ihe subconvineat.” Bath  tho
comirics Jave  gow  aprecd. nok
tr atlack - each o other’s nuelear
feilabies,

They: have  also odecided o
spure eweh ofber’s wirlines from
ouble tuxativo aod  cooporate
on - culturul - and  sducational
muklers, - But - Beouzic has o
play her India, gard wery care-
fully =2s hew main rival, the 1L
ia likely to capitalise  on ol
anci-Fadia azntiment of the con-
serrative  and veated iuleredls
duly - backed by the wmalilary-
hureaneratie comples. ]

T 45 i their intarest 1o pec-
Peluals o contimUing - hostility
Delhi.

Daly s zlep-by-step upproach
by Bemizivin the. nocowalisation
prucess maiy help . her  con-
solidating hér  power base and
1} ihe same Lime sducets the
nevw emeration of  Pukistunis io
i more meaniogtul why.
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POVERTY ALLEVIATION

Let’s face the .faCts'

Dr. Mervyn D. de Sitva M. P

[ have beso ballled  as fo why
g government - Lhnt  idolises 1ho
Bipgapotean modsl of  develnp-
ment did not adopt the sirict
plaoning methodalogies follewsd
By -that covniry, - Perhups, it
ders o met” Enow thut o ceotoal
plenming, - which s an-anuthe s
to e NP, is practized in
Singnpore. The Minist'y of Policy
Planning may do, well o read
(i articke by Prolessor Tan Mae
Peaald satitled =How Bingiporo
makes Centenl Plumning Works™,

which appeurs. in the journal -

Leay Rawge FPlenning, Vol 19,

wo, b, 1985,

Hopourakles Chairmnn, belore I,
present iy maln obsoreations oo
the Jagusavlya program, I owe B
word “of gkplanation do- regurd

to the ofipin of the-word Faon--

saviya aund the mowvcmicni itsclf

The Janasaviya 1% mol a new
concept created by lhis governs
mept just a3 eoruch  ms poveriy
alleviation “was .nat o originally
pooceived “hy D1, Rasapuire and

his tewm ol flieiala. oIE i o4
Waorld Bank sirategy  and - the
World Dank has “beoen ;o the

piprerty business og quite sonte-
tinie.

It was as - far bock &2 - J9RE3
that a’ people’s movement: called
Jupugaviva. ook oot in dhs
Chidaw
dudicaled band of praza- roet
level wadkera. ted by tao Caug-
geeding Thivcciors of -the Sciio
Evonomic  Developrent  Oootre
Cin Colombo ddmely  Frec Vinceot

Dep wod Peter Charles Forpando
were the uvriginatorsof the Jzhas
pavive woncept of (ntegral TTuman
Dnevelopm ent. 1o fact,  the Soci
Leopomic  Development -Cepnire
marte ‘the, Janasavivia movement
the main plank af ils petivities.
boghall pew guote pupe 15 ol
th= smnuzl #puort -of the centre
for the yearo 1987 —

and rolle districts, - A

wvaring tho year undcr voview,
SELEC -perda- greater elnrt 13
priomote “grass raot Cfevel] pén-
ples orgnnisiatinos wilted Tioa-
saviyi  noder Cour duvefnpment
cducaticn progrim. The cen«
rral objective was Lo rive the
poople A ddel orgunisuticn
“to peemote thaic own welfare,

The Janasaviyus ore  soxkl
eraoups of fumilies  of - 20-25
orathiin noomiven neemo of Dwovil-
kage vganised on the bodis of
reli=helya snd vuwat help,. T
primary ohjeetive is o organise
peaple toe ponl theer individual
resunrces and talepta for their
ewn development according to
their owe needs und the meeds
af the villsge, for the parki-
gipants,  of the parligiponia
and tun by the participaots.’

Foday majy  orgenisations dao

ehncenirats  o@
people &t Willage Jevel wot ex-
chiding the - public. amthoritics
ke difference  bebween o the
Yanasaviva approuch and ochera
lca in the factorics, folmer anc
fnt rohber staanp  organisatinni
fo pmpheinent. o oederse olher
peaple’s opinions, tn fpht for
that cause or o this  eduse,  but
pre npganisadions of the  bepe-
ficidries Lo promots socialoznd
economic- Rervices io themsclyves
a3 g colleetive cffort — awne’ of
the bamie - dimensiond ol adeve..
lopment — the pkai £0 mAn re-
Tatiomship, fieat o the individuad;
the  secoml colledtivity.

- Ay for the termn Tanasariya, it
wis gained hyoa frajned teacher
fram . Mahawewa by {he pamc
of W, Basil ‘Eeroandoe- whe lad
reccived many gultunel siwands.

Jagusayive as few may kiow
ia o wo screnym foroa. beaniful
concept, . I shall - gow - quods
fram. a. bocklet onthe moves
meént put out by the piongerd.

prgahisipg  the.

Ta, srands for Jan:xtFa miEeFNing
ople: Mo siands fur  oaanciils
1.Pifa pm:caning :dalpt;!hh:, ﬂcxih_ll:',
BA signds Tor sampath meaniog
resouTeEss Y1 stands feor Yisar-
jumasn  mcaning  shacing an
sprending: and ¥a wiands for
movEnenl Or prGrtss:

The auihenfic Janasavisa thf:n,
st - mneun ot oa mere duling

aut of money bui B movement

comprising of people. whe RIS
adaptable  aod feaible sod arc
cipuhle of shasing their reaourecs.
i skilla for meaningul Luman
devglopment; and then joio in
the op-gaing sirugple for juatics
and liberation Trem all forms
of oppressive StTUCIOTCE

" Simee, this i the intellectual pro-
perey of Mr, Femamle, T think
e ghould Be given redit, both
fop hia coptribulion tewards the
mevement  and  for oedlugising
o wnrd which has  begomic 4
houzelold word in this eountry
today.

I do mol (hink anyens will
arydpe  the use of the concepl
or ihe name, poackicelacly - wheno
it is Tor the good of the people,
ezpecinlly the-poor peuple hut
thers 1% e fear thut the  cors
walues in this copcept wmay suf-
fer disteriion,

Huovorahle Mr. Chuirmion, po-
veitw, D powerlesalas, and oppres-
gion mmopDg peopls  had - been

the cemtre-pivve ol SLEP policice

pince 1956, and. 1 am gratcful
that thic Ministry will conecrn
itself - with the poor; aller having
lefi. them am the limbe ol for-
gotten things [ofd 1l-loog ¥eats,
During s peried the monthly
money inceme nf. Ra, 00= of
food | stomp  resecients loaties
purchacing puwer by 61.37%.

Howegver, o, m¥  view the
Ministry hws taken a wery Stmpe-
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- foreword  to

listic -

; poyert - poverty - was  so
~simpie to tackle, surely, many
countries  would have banished

: :_':" it_from their societies long years -

But, poverty is a very comp-
fex problem with a multiplicity

of causes and a multiplicity of

interlacking strands. But worse,

it is embedded in our political,
economic, social and evenreli-.
that are hard

gious  struclures
to penctrate. . :
Because poverty has a multi--

plicity of causes, we have to

identifly all these causes and
find appropriate solutions for

all of them. This would mean.

that there must be a multipli-
plicity
tions, e .
- This fact was recognised by
Madam Bandaranaike as. back
as 1971 when she stated in her

I gquote,

“The government realises and
the people. too must realise
_that we cannot expect today’s
~crisisto be overcome by poli-.
cies of self deception.

 That was a pelicy of the past
and that policy clearly failed.
- We cannot merely continue to

- alleviate poverty without tak-
-.1ng steps to attack its causes”.

- Nineteen years ago we tried
- scientifically to alleviate poverty
by going into their causes. The
~ UNP scoffed at us, apnd today,
. 18 years later they are trying

implement some of those poli-
cies without making the required
structural changes. '

ment has woken up to the ago-
~ nies _
~trained to think that like the
- old trickle down theory, Inte-

grated rural development;, and
the ‘bottom wp approach, poverty

_alleviation too will end up as
a fad that will resound in pa-
tional ~aod * international fora

¥

~while the system and structures:
- that inherently promotes poverty,

. continvesgEm - -

26

. Let us be honest and see
the reality why people are poor,
_and then answer the question —
Is poverty the real probiem!?
U would
questfon with a positive no. =
is not tha real

few nf the problem of

No, poverty

specific «— diverse solu-

the S-year _plan

_ We.
_cannot afford fo consume today

~ all that we produce without ma-
. king provision for the future.

‘the poor themselves,
by providing the poor accessi- -
bility to the corridors of power

; . ‘and a :
R s e B .- subyersion in our country. .
- While I am glad the sovern- ._ ; it =

of the poor, I am cons-

ke to. answer that

problem.

The reﬁl prebleny, is that

mankind s divided *into rich

and: poor - within nations and
between nations. The reality

‘and depth of ‘this problem _
arises from the fact that the

man who is rich  has power
over the man who is poor, and
similarly the nation that is

tich has power over tha poli-

cies of those that are not rich,
But, —more importantly, our
economic, social, and political

~systems nationally and interna-

tionally support these divisions

and constantly ‘increase them.

- We have to face this reality,
‘accept  it; and innovate policy

decisions - to tackle it. - This.
then is where the problem fies.

_And; this is whers any. serious

poverty program must surely
Beghan i o o
“Mr. Chairman, if the Janasa-
viya is
blance of success, the Ministry
cf Policy Planuning would have
to
policies to bring inappropriate
structural and institution changes

- and adjustment nationally, by
“which  the levers of economic,
‘political

and - administrative
power ~are within the reach of
It is only

in' that manner, that the Jana-
saviya can become a reality
true antidote for: all

In the name of the poor in
this country I demand that the

- Ministry brings in this funda-

~ mental  structural and institu--
~tional changes, and then, make:
- the Janasaviya a success.. .

- The "point T am making is

~clearly brought out in a resolu-

tion of the 4th UNTAD Con-
ference ‘held in Naircbi in 1986,

~which I shall quote. R

- international Tevel.”

disintegration.

to. have even a: sem-

come  up  with © immediate

~of the Tamil people. - -

*The struggles 'of the poor and
woppressed: is not merely food
~and’ other necessities; but also
_dreedom, creativity, and partiz

 cipation in the decision maks

“ing that effects their fives:
Because poverty has its roots
_in unjust systems and struc-
tures, the poor are obliged

to subsidise the rich — the
development process inevitably
“involves - efforts’ aimed at
- systemic changes at local and

Finally sir, for more than a'f.
decade the - policies ~of  the.
preceeding  UNP  government,

~kept  this country under the
spell of a e¢rude form of ban-

dit ‘capitalism that entrenched

ihese systems, and now, in the.
face.

of * resultant disjliusion-
ment, discontent, and national

_ Disillusionment not merely
with the economic, social,” and

-political  system  but also the
- democraticandclectoral processes
_that have been tampered with,
corrupted. and - brutatised, the

Ministry of Policy Planning and

 Implementation is attempting to
-alleviate

poverty, without the
requiired policies to bring about

structural changes - and adjust-
~ments, with the right policies.

Biws Tfi_r‘s. is can extract from the

- budget speech of Dr. Mervyn:
Bl de Silva SLFP MP and
- Jformer senior. researcher ig
. the Ministry of Planning.} -

The National..,

' : {Conlt-fn_ué@' frdfé': -'-'pdge: : 18}

~ which ‘even the most moderate

Tamils see, rightly or wrongly,
as the legitimate righis of their
people, “is more than the maxi-
mum, - that - the * bourgenis and |
petite bourgeoisie political for-

mations of the Sinhalese are
“willing: to concede, - The ques~

tions of merger and colonjzation

are cases ‘in point; Even the
- TULF, the most moderate, liber-
~al -paity  of ‘the Tamils, says

that ‘the powers contained in

the PC legislation are not com-

mensurate with the loss of life



ECONOMICS

~ IMF admits its programmes hurt
- Third World poor

Juan ¥ 3armiento fr

FARILA

; 21 Iﬂj‘ 11]{ o Tislermmn-
FAtional Manctary Pl (1M1,
whoze palicies hovs dong  boen
priticised  here ot making - life

difticult  for Uilipimus;  admits
thut Fund-sspported - prograin.
e io the  Philippines hawve

andecd - adversely | afected  tho
majority  of fhe woor.
Lo 8 The Tmplicatidns

Buppodted Adjustment | EIE
srammes Ior . Powerty™, an I

sty of  Way 1983, cxamioed
the il:l'l|'lf1¢t (a1 1] 'FI-II'.'Ert‘_!.' g
ol paley  weasures  adopted

vosker - Fund svopporied wdjuse-
ment programmes jo e Phillip-
pines as well ras in wix - other
eountries {Chdle, the Dominican
Republiv,”  Ghaas, | Keoya,  5i
Lanku und Thailund).

IMF, compused: of 150 mtm-
ber. couatries © mmong - which
‘the - Umited:  Btates  hus | the
bigaest shure of votes, providos
medium-term . fane ko thioc
years) crodics  tol pountrics o
Iridze Toreign excliange  shorts
Talls . cawsed Ty balagee of
pavmenls deficits, | Bul §n ocder
Lo bormo mmore than its guot,
# member  Epoveromeant, has  te
fillew  1MEF "aabilisution  pro-
prammes™” which inveldve durren-
cy devoluation, outs io govern-
ment speoding, wage | caitrols,
bigher intercat rutes and renvoval
wf hafriers to o fareign o Envests
tsnta and excernal trade.

(Feom 1903 ta 1085, the TME
had - ovciscen 17 standhy  agroc-
medis and ane extended  fund
Facility. e the Phalipprdnes).

The TMFE . study  =ayd o that
dovaluztioir was ane adjasiment
proalicy i the . Philippines (hat
p:-;:-w‘.'ﬂ L:q.'-$1.|_'|-' ton b PiIT, 14
= femad that gnooenpntriez like ihe
Philippines, Chils agd the Domi-
picun  Bepublis, “which - have
Licps D urbin - poverty  groups,
deviluation  imposed -immedivte

costs an the wrban o poor . who
are engaged inc the production
of - mon-tradables  and - gaods

nadng imported jnputs.

ot Fund-

rothey bl too pur highor

lops ogun, suys ths study

- The study adds that Jdevulna-
tion was inefeclive in imoraving
the phight of th# rural poor in
the three sountriss, where land
nuership is concentrated and
Tabier  was  mobile © hotween
trbiia and rural scctors.

“Wherens maony. of the o toral
pocT e cngaged im fe prodoc-

tion  of ctradalle.” crops o amd
took  advantace  of fpereayed
mral - employment - the  fmime- .

diate Bpefits 4ol “these ‘groups
froor the aleprecintion war 1ather
Timued"™ said the study, beoaoke
pricck
Tar the ‘fouod they  hought i
e moarket.

The study alzo notes {hal the

poor  were - alao o hurt by the
delay v adjusting the sxchanpe
rate in the Thilippioes during
the period precediog the finun-
cial erisis 1w 1%8),  The delay,
says the - stpdy, allowed tho
betfep—off- 40 move their = asecis
ahrosul ko eseape futore  depres
elation and taxution on capifal

imcomes- that may he  impossd
g . 8. redult of the  prowiop
farcign  Jdeht.

Such oplions, says the study,
were qed availieble to the poor
since’ their only assets ure their
labour, They therefors barc
ihz burden of the adversec cxters

gl chocks modothe delst secvica

cbiligations “thut go: with

externul borrovwings.

iLEh~

Shasp culs in capitil expendi-
lures may hawe  alwe Burt . the
poar 10 Wb the short and the
Tho
shiorf-run - effect  of such! cut-
bieks, suva the study, was toore-
duece real wapges and  employ-
ment oppaptanitics Far fha '1:1;1-:-1'_.

(Ehe IME  sivs  that  despite
atlempts - o eushion the frosion
nf teil ineomes io the Philip-
pines by  raising . owamss and

Cumlaries, el wogos oonetheloss

declined by 20 per  ceot i 1284

and by 3 per cent in 1983,

On the other hund,  cuts  n
capital cxpepdituce also pifecred
services provoled] to the  poor
By the wieind wnd. coonamie
infrascructiure in the Jang cun.
For-instnce, the stody o gaps,
culs an wxpenditures i Enrl
infrasiriteiire LY hawre pleven-
ted - panr furmers from respop-
ding fo- improved  price  ijaven-
vy, :

Accorbiog to the stwly, cuts
in bealth und cducatinvg expzns
dilures  plee  adversely  pfocted
the poor inothe Thilipsine: as

well ag. is 8ri Tanke -io Dinth
ibe short and lenr mom. :
oo Money and  credit policies
mm o ihz  Philippines  also o husf

negative effecls, suys the siudy,
Tighter cradit: during the IMFE
plogiamms . with  the Thilip-
mes ine 13433 conkributed,
i The shott run, to lawer renl
ontpul  and  higher  wnemplay-
menl which it szld hwrt  the
yrbug poor. :

Huwever, the smdy says ihoe
kagh - intorest rates  may  have
encouregad lafge firms o adopt
luboawr- intonsgvy  production o
the long rim. - This, tho stwdy
notes, ceould. have inerensed the .
denand Tor Tahogr, to the Boaes -

At of seand poverly proaps.

Az o wape restraintgs,  the”
study: siys thut theas led o po
diffizult frideotts in the Philip-

%u_im:a. Ghani  and  Sei Tanlk,
he sludy snys that alhough
Wigs restruings . may. have  be-

neffited . soms  of  the pour ino-

derme of employment . presenri-

Livn, athers may have  solfered
from. ineffective pulihie secviess,
low  prodoctivicy,  aod - high
taxes that resnfted from o large
public scetvr burasicricy.

O the  reduction of  price
subsadies,  the  study saya . that
*untargelel  open—ended price
gubsidics are relitively insffzctive
instramenls © for . reiwchios  the
mast  needy™,  becavse | theso

fContinued on page 34
1w
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Tourism — Boon or Bane!?

Frederick MNoranha

f# Goa,  it's penerally the moce

sensational nspests of the anti-
tourism profests which draw ot
tentiog. . Like, for insiance, the
dumping of cowdung ioto tha
huees - of  charter tourists, and
pudism. Bui -ihe relevance of
questicns  like the one wbove
is not - Iost ‘here, .

The position of -the CGovern-
ment and: kodustry. is - glear,
T Taypism today s (e world's
“urgest and fastest-growing entct-

rise,”  Gua  Tourism  Minster

i Luis . Prota’ Barbosa saya,
and ‘poiotd to the couniry's
necd  to o gpcreass its share in
world tourism  carnings.

Touriom is tlso credited with
bonsting  foreign exchange cor-
ninge, . domestic ingnmes an
employmont. 1t has been des-
eribad as @ wital Fores for world
pepceund international co-operis
tico by the World Tourism Chr-
ganigation W TO},

Dhiveris - yviews. wod criticiama
hawve heen expressed on fourism
pnck ifs impact con the develops
i eouniries.

“Tourism  is a modern . form
of coloniaation,” says Mr. Sergic
Carvalha, the profesinr of edu-
gitinn, whoe leads Goa’s anti-
fonrism  Juprut’  Goepkaranchi
fowe (TGF, or “Wigilant Gioans
Army™y o YAnd, justoas in the
cuse. ul  eobanialisny, they tell
cowanr thal thev: ave doing it for
Cyour own develapinent,” ;

Sanicwhat drvoicully, muchof
the guesticning sbout the ack
il sosmomics of tourism o
gimates from - the Firsl World
taelf, from where the vust magor-
il ol pelernatiobal tourisis comes,

camil have heen raised by charchs-
bused aod other groups,

®hat g the ‘real comtribution
af teuriam in terms. of fureign
egclvange: earnibzss too o Thind
World counfry? :

Foreigo: exchaoge nutgo  on
impoits of the tewrism indostry

guides too,. A

are puot ot eround 25 per eent
of caopital expenditures wnd op-
erating cosks in the hotel sector,

T ‘cowniried where the  produs-

1ivs basa iz Hmited and in the
gaze of Poreign-awacd and ma-
nnged hatels, this Tiguee {3 much
higher.  Besides, - there are alio
expensive - promsfional camps
mirns, duity-iree imported mec-

chundise, - fux exempiicay and
Tow-interest loans,
Argues’ Mi Corvalha: '"The

apmme i3 Beginreng in Goso We
oow hove 4 West Goerman: aies
ling bringing in German chiatter
tourists,  whe. ' pay in Deyglsche
varke, thrpugh- their vwn iavel
agency. - They - have . Germoo
mury  hetel 15
getting ready for them too siay
at, which is. cominp-up uadsr
Toraign  colleboestion.™

Tourism a5 ap  emplayment
hooster is eribicised as anotler
"“hait™ to- the Third World host
country. Arnimst eich counicy
tabour force, the proporiion of
enple absorbed by the tourism
imdustry ie small; ' sod, the critics
see the joba provided-ms muinly
part-lime, scasonal,  lowly.paid
ones, cwhieh . offer 1ittle or o no
jolr secutily.

The impiel of tourism 4z aln
questioosd © on- other - groonds;

shifting loeal eunsimpting pat-

terns o import-ocicnted - direc-
tlona: resulting i0 wo infTastruc-
fura which brpusses the villupe

Ceponemy o in Favenr of tourist

gpols; and, - not helping to mok
i coundey o s21f Toliant, :

Besides, il s seem 8% FCRponsi-
Ble for ioereasing the strangles
Wald, of  multi-nadionals, diverg.
frg reseurses from needier secl-
ors. of the economy to tourism,
dizplacing . people from - their
teadibenal  Fiélda  harming -the
coolopy duetoqts heavy demands,

and feading to inflation inthe -

hast enuntry, . Thia  longthyliat.
al - eonrse, cexeludes thi soeial
apnd  eultural problema - which
frupism ds blamed o Toe ot 0

T AT ISALIONE,

truriam wrealks mors havae L

it Cbrings hedcfits't, saya ¥ seati.

mend - on Thied. World fourism
made by the Christian Confereias
of Asia - in - Biogipare .l loe
stact: of thiz decapde. .

Mhers, like development edu.
cafion growps and Third World
hawve  jorsed  in
asking - disquicting - quesgions
about tourism.

In G, - the woy dbe issuss
have been perceived has chifted
aver  Ligie CAnd Atecnpg vAriong
sectinns,  From  raming aspects
like  fhe heawy demand o re-
sources pliced by luxury horels
eaclier, the JGIT hus more re-
gently shifted to compnipns on
nudism wnd drups. But the croup
Eaya - the issue of luxury tourizm
remaing very much on its agenda .

Btrongly - ceilacal  of tourism
io ‘the Siate recaoily, the Catho-
lic Chuich h#re luys strong cm-
phasis on the ‘moral “*implica.
tions” of -towrism.  But the
Church- hig also posed questions

“gbout jobs ‘oreated. wviz-a-vis the

amount jovestad, subsidica potr.
ed in by the Government, and
the “"vulnerability™ of & teurism-.
based ecodimy to chinpes in
copsumer  preferences or social
tirmaoil  fas o ip Bri Lovks =nod
Darjeclivg). ’

Goa-bas ed  journalizt  Claudé

Alvares  of the Third - Waeld
Wetwrork  likzna - Third . Warld
tougism Lo a cpnar mio who

sefls his kidpey in desperition
for the muney,  Scenic beauty
19 Ssold pod pature’s pifis ace
desteoyed - do cebro something.
The cogeern uf the Goa Found-
ativn, of which he @& the sccre-
tary, mzinly contrea aconnd the

cdamage done hy Touriso o the

coaktal conlagy. L

"Fourism Manigter Toe. Barbosy,
i the restat past, has expies-

sed. his irrscation ar Gon being

compared with destinationa which
have: carngd & potoriely o de-

ACandinwed on parac 11



 hotel rates reasonably. © Then

TOURISM DEBATE

Paradise or Hell?

 Mr. Rezgie Renstunge (SLFP):
- This couniry was known as the
" Paradise in the Indian Ocean but.
foday it is known as a Hell in
the Indian Ocean. Please reduce

< We can - attract. more tourists, -

 There are three grades of
tourists. One comes . without
meney, but  with drugs  and
social disease. Hikkaduwa beach
~is. full of half-nude tourists.
_Action. must be taken to prevent .

_social pollution,

“ Several diploma level courses

_abolished. Please re-introduce
. Mr. . Dharmasirf Senanayaka
(SLFP): We will be able to seec
the capabilities of the minister
~and his state minister in tourism
In the near future. T know that

both are good tourjsts. ~ We have

12,000 roomis - to ‘accomandate
tourists but one third of this

Space is occupied. T understand
-that some MPs have been given
is  not
only’ government -

—accomodation,
‘revenue - but
expenditure; ; =

In 1966.Mr. J. R. Jayewardens
o drew up: a - ten year plan to
_develop tourism.
the third biggest industry in
‘the world today. Please afford
- BTT exemption to small travel
~_‘agencies and conduct a Ssurvey
. on big ftravel agencies which
- hoard our money abroad. =
. Athanda Seneviratne (USA — Ke-
galle) . Tourism  destroys the
_culture of the country, If brings
~_in social evils,
_ in charge of this industry should
- bear

-This\ 15

_this
important is. not money alone.
We have rich cultural and ethical
values and do not allow those
to be frittered ‘away by rich

- great role in this. e
M. H. M Ashraff (Muslim
Congress leader) Tourism also

g

- brings its. quota of sacia
Prices are fixed
of infants,
- Betting -hooked on the Juré of

- to Philippines in Asia.
~in the hotel school have been. ' :

Tourism is

‘Minister, constructed
Gam Udawa at Embilipitiya at
- a cost of Rs. 90 lakhs is now
- kept closed- by the Buildings

1o convert this
Therefore those

in mind. What  is

_asking tourists
_country.
et ZEsgin p‘iay_s.a - Even Lebanon has not asked
~tourists  to -leave despite
‘situation there. This statement
led to the decline of the industry.

f social ills.
. for the  sale
~Qur youngsters - are

dougses Do e :
 Our children are  the basic .
- assels of our country. Even if

the Treasury  coffers be . filled

1o the bursting point with .the

profits of tourism it is useless

if we sacrifice our youth. .

St Lanka ranks “second in
"~ male prostitution second

Heenmahathmaya I._,'iyana‘g'e.(;S_LFi?’

= Ratmapura): One reason for
. ‘decline in the _tourist industry
‘was the ethnic problem.

fae But
those involved in the indusiry
have devised dubious ways ‘of

living off their own pockets, Much
of what conld be carned js
lost because. of sueh practices.

 We. should also try to draw

tourists from the Asian count-
Pres oo e e S

- The employees in the hotel

‘trade _are  being  paid  paliry

wages ‘on the pretext that “the
industry is in the doldrums.

- This must be looked into.” The

workers at the zoo are in very
dire straits, S

The building for the Prime
at  the

Take some action
rert into a hotel
and earn some revenue from it.

Department,

- Mr. __.'G'i't_anj'aﬁﬁ:" 'Gunswarflena

- (MEP): = Last year the Tourist
Board Chairman antagonised

hoteliers and tour operators by

:0f Tourism: I agree with you
.that the . former Tourist. Board
ichairman’s statement caused grave
“damage to the country. But that

swas. not during  my time. I

only:

-most difficult

to leave the

the

. Adhikari, Minister

‘understand the forimer chairman
took that decision on his own
“Without ministry advice.

.- There must be a master plan
fortourism. We must encourags

tourists from East Europe if

_We are  to cxpand the tourist
“industry. . o S

The Lihiniya Surf Hotel 4t
Bentota is almost bankrupt. This
is ‘the result of privatisation.

1 must thank all menbérs

‘who vparticipated in this debate
.and the President for appointing
~me to this ministry which is'a

very responsible ome,
We will concentrate on deve-

- Ioping the industry which is a
_rich source of foreign exchange.

IE_'_"-We.-'havc-:to see that the indus-

try progresses without damaging
our culture. It is one of the
i things: but we
will e L LT

L will be meeting ambassadors

and fereign journalists . shortly.
A wrong impression  has been

- created in the minds of foreigners.
I am told that some of our
missions abroad have warned
tourists . against visiting

Sri
Lanka. Small incidents outside
Colombo have been shown as

" major . incidents,

~ Referringtothe Koggala Resort
~Gaminf
this stage said a land has been

Lokuge interrupting at

allocated ‘and an air strip will.

Beprepared; 0
= Mr. Adhikari: A master planfor
- the development of this industry
‘is being formulated and we are
expecting to seck foreign aid

for some projects.. =

.~ We intend giving a lot of
‘publicity in Buddhist countries



owmidr have Boan

e thal  sdsitert cauld coms here
T s gz - awcient - Buddhist
plages of warship,
Fowrism codal mo
ekl of gount o,
S indwiteiss

sirappsr - io
[ wpres thit
devasialed by et
Built ap waain
in MEWY  Cuunlcies.

A misterplan bas heea PrE e
rad . [op -the
bogrisme und this has been sib
mitted 1o the TIMBPP. We . are
hepeiul of récciving aid for ihis.

8ri Laoka is still one of the
toeniries: that is acdiog ita
- demaocracy, - We canout iliow &
bandful ol irvuble—mikers o
destroy this Limd.

I plag tn give -peniminencs
ta the Binddhizt placcs of worship
in Sl Lianka. so dhat ecligions
could bo piven sncoutagement.

‘There are  many . SifTiculiies
in the functioning of -the soo)
F visited - _
teken stopa to help the workers,

Oppositing membera mentidged

the spread of homoacxvality, Tt
i9 wery difficult fo - prevent this,

"Thees arc bwo weolions

development - of -

+ There 1% .nn

the pluce. We have

Touniaem wies on glongside with
homoseom:lily? | appioeiate 1he
arguments ol dbic - ek,
- telr, Enmind Lakibps (SLute yminis-
ter for Tonrisam)s Brivm e Linie
my cminister amd o Foonuk s awer
duties,  wre have . hesw shudyiop
the tourist-set wp of the country.
In thia
industry wiy . the Jocul travel
trade and the foreipgn companeit.
The former must 32 develoned
for the benefit of Tocal Tsakiday-

makers, We sholl impleinent
prlan uf work foro ghis, W
shall wiso  develap the  Hotel.

b1 (R TR

When tourism wig - mradug e
improving fBere we hod the sthivic

AMisturbanee apda wrong fimpros-

sioln wag credted in” the minda
of 1he sntermitiond] - cammuniiy.

Thiz (% one industry  whees
palitics, -]

Tourizm no bpoon. . .
(Cuatinged frome page 299
count | of ctourism,  Whe uska
he,  should e look v
vworld's | Fastost  mrowdiop | entcr-

prise nepgalively?

ithe.

Reterts - Mo Oreilho: ."'l.i'p’::-
will-not b -any cifferam [rom
the othee Thinl World  deuting-

Ligvps - desteoves] - by toaurism.”,
e paints 16 Bhowsil, Takits?
Wimekok, . Minild, abd o Sri
Livwk.

fn o for II’I'I.ITI'EITJE undeniably
poenomenal rrowth,  Te _ATEUES
ithat cancor Eiats t:nn ]_,'..'.;:1'"1
thing than. gr-:ll.'n. 5l meccE-
EATiLY arean], g A foisted
arowilt <aml w::: hav: i see who
i%' Fadsting it for whose benc-
fit, at what eost and ut whaie
cosfit!

In - piartignlar, W, Carvalho
deaws o paraflel . betwoon 1he
L% stute of Hawaii and Goan —
the muanct in wiich il dves
steceoivpcd - jimd J1rnm-:~.-t|:ﬂlaud
the cffects ul tourism there.

Frof, Haunani-Kay Trusk of

Jhe  University of ‘Hawaii's Cens
Sbre Dor TTanbewiianm Soud s wrices:

Ered must not le gllowed (o
becnme like Hawaii, nor Taliiti
or Yanuits, or any oibher Lavety,
fragile ]:-Ium: i the world, Mo
place  shewld  become Like ns.
It i, plaiely, hosriblet

Radio Cab- the city's |!'|l~,».~r radio ¢ t

G E"—"“"F“Jtﬂlsﬂd reters = Cdn he iummun-nd T vl:lur itnnrstnu =
T Mo call uft charoe wathin ity limis * okecle ancess bram selectad stanrjs
He:ennts issued nn request ¥ Company ¢rédi v Lkl
Call 01502 S0NS03 g 507504

éﬁlset it

"Aﬂﬁih&t Aitken Epm:e Service

k|



- Jlaunching of this

extreme

_]ataka Rewrltten

'Vllasimyakage Premava --A Champu
- Kavya by Ediriweera Sarachchandra
Pubhshers Dayawansa Jayakody & Co, e

arachchandra 157 ]
towards the novel

turnmg_
with

‘increasing frequency, and = with

-excellent results. ‘With a Begg-

ing Bowl written "in English
was a most interesting work,
and ' so  was  the novel

~dealing with an aspect of the
written

seventies = insurréction
‘originally in Sinhala, and sub-
sequently translated by the
author hlmself “into  English.
While writing
“his early plays, also he strayed
into-Sinhala fiction and demon-

strated his unusual capabllltnes-

as a noveltst

The present work or rather':

its ‘precise ‘genre’
~guing = question.

The  author

- calls it a ‘Kavya’ .or a poenm.

But it is very largely written
in. what the normal - veader
‘would . recognise as ' prose. In

fact it reads like a long slory
of a novel. In addition to the
term_"Kavya’- he uses the term:
‘Champu’. ‘According to Mah-
inda  Palihawadane, Professor

of Sanskrit at Jayawardenapura,- ;

a ‘Champu Kavya’ is a work

that is a mixture of prose and

“insisted at the
book, that
" Sarachchandra was entitiled to
call it a ‘Champu Kavya’ I
have my doubts, even though
I have no knowledge of this
‘ kind of writing in . Sanskrit
literatur_c True Sarachchandra
~has a few verses here and
~ there, and which do not add

verse, and he

all that much to the progress

orcontribute in
qual-

of the story,
any essential way to its
- ity, o« Woeuld - that nccessqnly
.make this a ‘kavya’ or a poem?
In that sense, to take sompe
cases, James
and ‘Finnjgans Wake’

‘Ulysses’ V:
‘-Wavcs’

~or Virginia Woolf’s
would be poems. -

Leavrng deflmtmns aside for :

a moment let us look at the

. .3_2.. _

basics.

- too

and producing ‘Kanavera Jatakay’ Sarachchan-

of the
o greater socmioglcal and  psyco-
logical depth to original story,
and makes it worthwhile for a
" contemporary

is an intri=

Surse.
. mansion
_vants,
friends and aquantances people

: 'lOﬂ

.3Joyccs:-

‘sociological

It is a
courtesan falling

story about a
in love with

and how the

act of making
]ewe]lery, and

in the
robs her

cious
love,

- disappears assuming the woman
It is based on a not

15 dead.

well . known Jataka tale

dra, as in his plays based on
Jataka tales,
rendering giving rise to a new
intcrp-’retat_ion' of the
story.  He has given

_ reader to
a couple of hours -
The  character of the

thy, giving the details of -her
background which led her t
take up the profession of a.

courtesan  (not an. erdinary
prostitute). Im ancient India
and in Sri Lanka as well a

*Nagarsobhini” used to be a

woman not only with a select

clientale, ‘but also one who

“had been introduced to dancing,
- singing
~and the art of civilised disco--
‘Sama “in the story is one

(the performing arts)

such woman who lived in a
surrounded by, ser-
and who counted among

of the highest rank and posit-
This status -of her’s enab-
her

ing beheaded for his

Sarachchndra makes even the

criminal look very human, and
his deviant behaviour is traced'

to his unfortunate childhood ex-

periences, [ feel that the author,
in this story, is looking for
_j'ustiflc_ahons for'_

. eriminal
: : ! 15 A maot
a high ‘way robber and murd- '
erer, and how they unsuccesse
“fuly try to lead the life of a
wedded  couple,
man leaves the woman uncon- _told
no. ncccssny to make interpre-

‘has given his own .

substance’

- tion.
~a contemporary S
_suppose the language helps to

spend.
reading it..

woman: .
is portrayed with great sympa-

even
_ Jathaka based drama,
them has tried to fuse a modern

- millenia ago.

_ to save a high way
-'robbcr and murderer from be-
crimes,.
and subsequently live with him.

. Sanskrit.
- resembles
English who also require from
their -

- This
- and. as
a novelist he is exposing. him-
self too much to a determinis«

“behaviour.
pomt

tic view of life. The story by
itself is sufficiently ‘movingly
that Sarachchandra had

tations of certain act;om too I
expi;clt

The form the story has taken o

is interesting. He has expanded

and rewritten the Jataka almost
- wholly in the style of the au-

thors of the Jathaka. The Sin-
hala is for the most part arch-

aic in vocabulary and construc-
It does not sound like

work.,  Yet 1

keep the reader remmded of 1ts._

“Yathaka ancesiry.

Sarachchqndra has been ex-

'-pcmmentmg with a mixed langu-

age (contemprory ‘and archaijc)
in  his more successful

sensibility with experiences of
people who lived a couple of

cupation. Being a

lingnistic resources at his com-

~mand, and there is no contem-
~ poarary Wwriter in this country
- who could claim to be so widely

read in those different languages,

‘and also in English. He is a

classist in taste, and that makes

- him disitinctive among the writ-
ers of this country in the recent
" past. He is very much in the

tradition of the author of
‘Kausilimuna’, appe'llmg to 4
readership that is aquainted with

‘or even having a smattering of
In this sense he also

Elict and Pound in

readers_ some. knowlcdge
- (Continued on page 34

and in

The relevanceof
- the past is his constant preoc- -
student of.

Classical Sinhala, Paliand Sans-
- krit, Sarachchandra has enormous



THE SINHALA PRESS

!l.lundusql Amarnsnﬂserat Ja-
tEst cimments i::n. b yanth
uprising, contuingd 1m W sllj_.cni:li
arficte in” b Suodey editidn
of e - FOrgine” oof 16 Aprid,
nod in - the farmoof excerpts of

“an intervigw in o the S Epnkadipg” -

af the sameé day—were casily
the smost netewsaetlr © eontf b

tinp to ibe oapeiny  debajes
and discugsion oo this  subyece
{eatured  premioeaiby i dho

Weekiy SinHuli press - over b

pasl Tow ereeks:  While: il s
“hasienllyow restialement of  pisis
tipas be hes twken 1p° congis-

tently iw Jue o rceent’ wriblogs o

generil, and  more epocifically
in the, gollection of hia cesaya
eFpadura - Medlvarma Dakinen!
Argmaly; puklished o .lgﬁﬂ AmBe
rasekeri’s exprois  intsotion. s
10 stress the peed - Fera coeeeck
upderstamliog - of ke -hatuze
and: purpose ol 1he strugele in
which the youth wre fogaged,
and avoiding amy owofidir con=
demnition. . oo’ seeount  of the
Faulty ~ «tretepies udopied | and
the sesuliant disiress nnpd disil-
hesicpment.

‘Placiop the current cvents
in historieal perspective he
BO¥E:

gty bed
reo - o three - phoses. da
mational - librrating
The ¢acliest phpse wac ihe
arengele,  lwunched by Aniag-
Tikd Fwicmapialo. © The second
wis dhe strogele ditecfed by
Buodarapaikes  in - 1956, - The

WETY
ATEE

Sthird phase 15 the sicaggle in

which por  rural - youth  arc
nﬂ||be_‘.|;,l THoTWE, That s W]]j'
1 ARy cabegorisagly  that i ie
i just amd historical struggle.
If ‘cur politisiaons think that
they cun step thiss by giviag
these youth o menpre: hanidoag,
o the crumbs that. full - off
e Copen s geonomy, oo by

making thoew P2 wia aomirtion-

al list, ther are only decier-
ior thepgselwes. Tt s through
syl deceptions that we iried
tor govern this conntry during
the lust I years or cven 20
yoars, M Qs poecisely hecause

briefly, =1

siruggle.”

tivn.

of kuch self—demptmns tl:mt
tlie previows government trigd
i - make S ihem ebjocts . of
ridictale By piving ihese youth
bitgay punts, 1o mizlead thém
by showring o them S =Hnighit=
rider™ and 'Drynusty’; by pro-
viding. Opportogloice e faka
to drugs amd ﬁamh!ing, il
by tivipg 1o gel o them  fust
and. stranded-inside 2Yuowmn-
pura’.  CThey  shrgdd - under-
stayel - pvea Cpow. Abat - {hEis
sirupele vinndk be stopped by
such vtz of decepticn’’.

Aszgerting . that - thoeo popular

perception et che poosent up-

I'i.'-.'il"llg 15 - attegldable oo
poveety  wdooely 0 hufi-ruth,
AmacisekiTa goes oo bt expliio
the - patuee awl purpose. of. the

youth: - eevnlf - gy he sees it
e says: :
“Today'a  ror ; vouth . are

4 group of persons who feel
decply "aboul dheir  baritdge,
who  kwow " their rights,; and

care highly politieally - congois .

o5 Their political philosaphy
maly “be Lrulty, It may . have
shorlvommitgs: - They “may
not oo intcliccenaly.  Rut they
are ot gronp of . persops owha
have Bbeen awakensd with. a
fecting: for theic -herifire wod
rights, aind - are imburd with o
compelete polilivl awareness.
T is-an dnselt iy them - to
say that ihey huve’ Tisen mp
+ becanse o the puogs of hun-
Sqer inc their o bellips.” They
huve - Fis=n  up writh
resclve Eoc oashor o oa o new
world.  We st realise this
even  Aow.  T0 e did adod
replise thia an 19T we shoyld
Crrealiscotlda even: mowtt

TEREORIST TRAP .

Ac fl.1]'-. the "~ methoda a.ninpt;:d
hy the pouth Ansarasckara conecs

deoa thet they are indecd fanlty.
and a5 a rokalt they havo ddiss

fareed - thamselvds  Frorm the
majrrify ol peaple " and  lost
popular support and’ co—npera-
e poes 'vo 10 shale

that it 5%
apaut 2 omajor gecinl and eeo-

A fiml

by wopdemnmg the

AL malegacicilly - oreject s
path el riolenve chwsen: by
these woolbh. ©1toas mutl mecd]y
noneesssaTy, ik i oreadlwea
ctrap set up poainst thema . Oel-
Sting eawabt in the terrerist irip
cauld wery o well  mewn -thist
weopnd up in. oA sitaatibno
whers chey et destroved- and
the eountry alin gets destro-
yed,  Althoupgh it i the foling
pariy that  pashed, Geom o o=
Cowards fereovism; they | ahould
Bave crealised “thal ot -waz @
brup. Terpizisoy §% ont neciss
sary for the straggle ey arc
crTrvimg ono o AlL that i nes

cosslky i3 oa. clear  wvision,
thinkiisg,  and - gtha people’s
Blosaigust'. :

In sippart IJI'. the comiention
possible to | briog

nomic transfalmation

: threugh’
non-viglent mcang,

he saya:

We should net  Torges  ikag
capitalists- o 8- Lanks - are
perrong. who bave been " born
and bred within the Buddhist
cuktaral - environment,  Did
they  not. descend . from . the
sluge. salmby when tbnuganda
of aerss of their  land o wern
nutionrlised Cdicing - 1990-T3T
“Thut iz the  most. impariint
Izsain . we Inive du dnoy from
the  W-7T era. - 1 s 1oy con-
Yiction thut uny  bosic s
drastic grcio—transformutino
carl b brought abouwt in thia
couftey - withmt -any wiolenos
apd Bloadshzd.  Byesn  revala-
Linnaries liavs fiowr sonecded
that  §ds  nob o passibls o
towaseend - ihis  more praiscs
worthy  pithe - Leiskers ke
Garbachey hive Lodaw toalnne
Yor the zins of doing - ihiogs
swithout the wppeovul gmd bles-
qings  of the masses’™,

To 1ok “for solutivns to  the
national crieis @t 05 AEegEEaCy
to understund  ths  nedors | aod
putpase -of <the wpcising: 1t i5
¢ oreve ceror to think - that it
is possible to prevent the strugals
I CETOTEONE
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: ~heard

'..'course ‘and melhods adopted by

these ycuth who are certainly
While it is Amara-

“not fools.

_sekara’s belief that -_Phey.. have

© of {iExa
p«erleme he conciudes that ‘what
18 required  is ‘to provide them

with the! guidanee advice, and
silc-

wisdom - ‘mecessary for the ”
cess of ‘the struggle, the ob-
jectives’ of Whl(.‘h ax_‘e’ ~indeed
laudable o B

'WHY VIOLENCE! <
In a Lompamon pxecc entltled

“Why have youth who refrained
from harmrng even 4 worpt on

~a Poya Day taken up guns
Maduiuwawe:

today?’ the Ven.
Sri Sobhita Thero. also makes
a plea for und_erstandmg -all
causal factors and

prewu]mg youth  unrest.
- pesition, . however, is
. youth of ' this.

been compeiled to -
arms in
- they had lost all hope of being
 having’ the:r
redre‘:std or ‘legiti-

toke up

grrevaﬂces

mate a-zplratmns fulfitled through :
~ recourse to’ democratic procedu- 5

res and processes, . He sees the
present- crisis on
tive outcome of the persistent
onslaughts - on ‘democracy, and
- the acts of heavy-handed
. pression ‘and
shut out all’

_ !eg;tlmute pwtest

Tepression which

and dlssent

The denlal of bas'i_(; fr'e'edo_m‘s
and human rights, the brutali-
tles committed by the

malpractices wh:ch led
los_s_ of faith in  the
process itself, made [t impos-
gible for the people to
to the future with any hope.
The Ven. Thero is ‘inclined to

to. a

view student unrest as well as
among youth on
the communal "
dwlde as mamfeqtatlons of the
of hopelessness.

the = unrest

‘both _sides of

- same - sense
“brought about by the

- redress. - through .

- force to suppress.lhose
to ﬁght fo 1

thcir S

Kandy.

circumstan-
ces underlying. the problem  of
His.
that _the
Lcountry have_,___

sheer dcqpcratlon as.

Just.
“known-

‘the  cumula- ~of place to the

" many lesser’ known

_dents most of whom
sup-

opportunities for

~ has taken the form
sccurity - -hand accounts
services, and finally the blatant

~election  the violence

look  affected areas;

repeated
failure of all attempts to obiain .
.democratic:
mcans, and the use. of brutal;:

~of the

Commentmg furlher he rcfers
to the: dikappearances of’ youth

the killings ind burnings, ‘that &roups and

. g0 on unubated, and the presént
Caftdck on.
who’ were.  ussembled peacef‘u]!y_
“outside the Dalada Mdl:gawa in
L“What did- they ‘ mean

L gronp"_of monks

to convey by  this? Was that

- not a way of saying ‘give up

your democratic wilys'? '? he asks.

15 there any meanmg in saying
fgive Uup: your arms’ under s'uch

_ c;rcumstances? o :
The Ven Srl -_Sobﬁlia con-
cludes, : howevi—:r by - stressing

“the gravity of the situation, and

the imperative need for those

in ‘povernment and others to
discuss -the question openly and

franldy and bring about a SO]U«

tion. ‘What is needed first is
to restore their credlbnlzt_y
among the youth and. " seek

ways and means of_' splvmg the

CI‘IS!S 'tccordmgly

--;Besr.dcs

personalities

hata press has also given pride
COrrespon-
evidently

are concerned - citizens:  from

‘areas severally affected by the
‘violence .and counter—v:o[ence,
and . young persons

“whao are
.canse of
This correspondence
of first-
of " the . sevére
and '-distress caused

sympathetic fo the
the rebels:

hardshi ps

~ to the people as a  result of
and the d1srup-"
in ‘the
and impassioned
fo desist
from terrorist activities on the
equally  vivid
- accounts of the atrocities com-

tion of normal life
appeals to the youth
ong hand, and

mitted by the state and the

. shadowy  death-squads, and
_equally fervant appeals for a
~realistic and homnest appraasal.

incidenee. of terrorism
and the real factors that have

led to the escalat:on of vmlencm

- However;. 'the
~reduced

,3001{ REVIEW..,

the Sin-

‘writings of i
and
_hdndful

main

P Siii
study says that. Sk
i “subsidies - _goods.
consumed by the poor o

In the Phlllppmec

(?‘ W N. Feqtures) =

(Commued from page 32)
of Latin -and: Greek ._ap_art_t‘rom '

Fr'cnch ~Italjan and Spanish.

- With h1s academic background
Sarachchandra cannot help using

~the unsusual knowiedge he has
_of S:mskrlt and Pali,
5 _average
thc- presentatmn of
- comments and: analyses by well-
Aike . the
Gunadasa Amarasekara and Ven
- Sobhita quoted ahove,

‘Sinhala reader has to
make some effort to understand"

'hi;n in all his complemty

‘At a time when both eastern

'and western classical 1angu1ges
have no: piftce in scheol curri-~

cula, it iis-difficult to expect
kind of wotk to be read
enjoyed by more than a
Educatlon,_m a sense

becoming ‘more and more
restﬂct;ve leaving the vast ma-

_jority of those becoming liter-:
‘ate; only just literate..

1_ts_elf__ has -suffered a great deal

in recent years and writers find

they are ‘addressing their wotk

to a diminishing group of rea-

ders, and who are becoming
less and less equ:pped ‘to under-

‘stand the reallty of thelr sztua-

tlon b
If this book makes an apeal_.

to the general reader it may

be due to .the simplicity of the
story, and. the touch.of
violence and sex in it. Sarach-
chandra would however be very

disappointed - if those clements :

were to gain in. importance at

the expense of the more pro-

found

1eahties
plore :

1t tries. to ex-

ma}';- :
- sermus!y hurt poverty _Eroups.
ai extens
~sive liberalisation of commniodity -

_prices coupled with trade and

tarketing. hber‘lhsatlon pohc;es:_ :
; beneﬁled the poor

and the

Reading _ '



Vasantha's ‘Reflections’ a
path-breaking effort

H. A En.rl.eviratna

asitithy Cheviekera™s lapost

featurc. film “Redapathiaka
Chayia' ¢ Reflections oa ."-'1:i:;'ra113
Twises ceplafnquestioos coonecie
orithh the fTultre of - ibhe crisic-
pidden Binhala eivcmial O’ of
gacstions the fikp rdisey in this
captext 13090 my Opigion shine.
thing which 1% uhligucly - bot
af -eiarss’ iohecenily- linkod o
th=Joeal il do peuszal, 1
reter o the problepsof o Jiseal
Gl critieism, of ke
pecthetic “hagia of local - film
criticism th b osure. - The fihn
R efleciions 1o & Birmor™ buolts
the door L dBcempoicnt, sapo-
ficial pod traditional Formula
criticizam - by “upenipg @ Up BCW
vistad inc tbeBinhalyl Ol by
its attempt o drtisticnlly prapple
wilh a sofmeni of contermporuTy
gri Lawkan lifc thluugh the film
1a1'.ﬂuu.g¢.

How fur, the Ohn sageccds in
this attempl is omatler anaticr
Rot the ‘attenipt itself i impors=
it and cpoch-making,

uReleeliang ind Mo seeks
to combineg fhe visial mwontage

with thi memipse of specch sod -

sotiad D oo the basiscol2 conlris
puntul didfectic. 10 [eaves oot
any special kiod of baskgronsnd
mitsic as such ond makes use
of  gecueeing sotund crepping up
in the Ml ataelT soeh 23 the oo
of drums used anw Toncral @ cere-
maies and devil dassing among
ather s dricn - rouads. - This

charagieristic 1 -the filé pointg

te the [eaeibilily of deviloping
iomew Eifd of Nilm musas wlieh
wounltt oot be deveid of  musie
alerays: :

The film waes inter-putting o
crhancs the' spectator's acsthetio
cesc. . TE et drols eieticn that
s ontwarldly expressed by othe

plagers of ‘the varbows Toles in
Lhe film io order o establsh
& deeper’ emotion onod -nut

whids!

- T

_eoanlid

sentimentulity. | The film there-
fors s cinevative @s furons 1l
Riphala einstna i3 ooneecxsd,

Mevertheloss,  inovation i k-
self cunmat Beothe hallmark of
artistic schicwement in. a work
of wot o3 At ddoesonot ooffer any
¥ind of new artistic ciponenss,
a. gtew renlily s iecoways o In
other words v film Cer ol play
G- Yilerary owork or cven: W
paioiing Tor that mattor becormes
a work ol act not Thy owitaes
af ita form  apd tochsique Tk

by ite paing  bevend tho eeal”

troth,  that s the reeording @ of
smere fiets, amd feadling out
g0 what cowld o Be golled  tle

urltsll: trth emeroing from t]].l:

mrtist's. mtandpoint.

T fail fo onderstand o5 to
how the raping of  kis aister-
in law Manda by Dhanetatne
il e killiag  of - Dhanaratne
by Manda eould cnme anywhero
near ihe real troth Bocause both
incidents happen su . suddenly
rithout o besis for any "will[:r:g
suapension: of disbelief™. - 1E s
hegouze Dhafsratne 5 5 secret

T poorite whogs sexumlEopreision

iq  acueied Cin opetiy-hourgem s
morality that he rapcs - Nanda?
7 s ik thal Marda heesell has
some surk ool Cliking For  ihe
apd: drivey him - i 1ape
hert

Similar is the segoengc whern
Manda kEille Dhanaratne by thro-
wing azid on hre faee. - Hoew
it he thao Wanda inflicts
self-tnrtaro, B briotally Kilting
e man she expdoits” ab dvere
wrn W voencher peity mucleur
Liaziidy cufter: she marrica "Piyuti-

lake with the blessing of Dhana-

mutnet CHow could (it be that
Dhhzpurgtne’s assanlt on Pivatila-
Erdrowe hee o thisgrouesome Lot
wien - the batters apprars @t be

a worad kind of maa than the

eyes aof Mands herself?

Arom the lack of A

dhe  hmerican ilm

“The

“oFhesc ars problems thet arise
y EH T el LR
Pare b the artis, -0
thiz caze  the alirector of 1ho
Tdario o TTnlike. Che guestlon ihe
Tibwy Falses hesause of “its ion-
sative . form - Ahess cuhs,tiun":
whizh' relile 1o its content

Fbsolotels harmfut to the ar[ism,

on the

fruth  of. the -film. Fwven the
real tmeth. on which shawld  be
Traged e artigde trath 3 wnt
propetiy heaweht - oul o the
il .

Tre o this - eomlesd it 15 worth-
while 0 refer: in’ passiog- ta

nBlitoon'”
tirevlied by Olijver Stoos which
vy shown o Colomba recently
real  fmth o cin - the o filn
"Plutoon® iabased on e Yictnam
war  made cwore Boerifying and

sdpety by the -Amesidan pnvasian,

Dt "1k 15 oof mers Killing
thit ‘i dmvolwed -in this Hlim
because there - director™s viow
poipt which iy orevealed through
g here Orjss - Thesugh the eyon
of Criswa see e srilatic ok of
the [imswhich Gy Jebumanisitiogn
of Hooio b:[nﬂ*‘; [ wap adnl
of wntarze ik denlamourizalion
- Lhe - process.

Hﬂv[ng in m:lnli 1I:Lu ur!:*s.tlr-
process’ involvod dns S Plubooa'™
if e rovert-to “linape: o
Twlivice™ “whst ddiwe gett * Tha
artist's eye’ v the panisona  of
ayents g sulsergeds and meloed
io- dhe Tilme opos ahifting  teoee
sl apain o gomfusann  from
chiTicter L charisier to fnally
stick 1w ity maln | chiracier
Mundu,  The artist tends ta.

Chepome Bome sort of oD omoi-

scic it hzing -y god — i the byps
of  tcehwegue  adaptsd in the
film, o The “micvocr® i even held
up before the. man afready dend
when The Film - starls ao dhat
GaT{iEin  pamdNIRcS NeBs A peLr
1 be showa theough Tis cyes.

EL



: Thls sort of thmg happens wnth--

out any artistic truth being revea-

led. The result is the dehumanisa- |

tion of the content by film in
_ my opinion with a kind of horror
- especially in the rape
and the

in 1ts form

The dia.lectic_': of a 'work' of

art is such that if the form
rises above the content the form

itself does not remain artistically

intact because it has no indepen-
~dent existence without the con-
tent. Let us take
_again example.

how vividly therefore does it
_bring out the

- by human bemgs themse_lves'

No exaggeranon 1o uverdomg
: '_}ust the bare essentials — some-
times a bit of detail. But the
- details are just glimpses as in
the case of the smashing of
a victim’s face with a
“butt which is part;cularly ugly’
moment. = But - it is necessary
from the point of view of .the
spectator because t_here]_n_
‘the depiction of the artistic truth
~in the film — the wugliness or
the part:cular dehumanised situ-
ation which is war. “PIatoon :
remlnds us of what
says in Dostevyeskys “Brothers
Karamazov’: Beauty is a fearful
and awesome thmg”‘ :

“Bet’’, lct 'm'e add in conclu-
ding this review of the film
"""Reﬂectio.ns ina Mirror?, “but
fear and awe is not beauty
in itself without being a reflection
in the mirror of artistic truth”’.

- The 'creativity_'an'd_ about all
- openness of mind of the artist |
to achieve an artistic truth as

a sine-qua non for the upliftment

of the Sinhala cinema is then

the other question that Vasantha
Obeysekere’s latest film raises.

- To have ralséd this qﬁestxon is
- in itself an achievement although

answer to it.

scene
: .acid throwing scens
- whilst tendmg to be godhke

Nepal;

"PIatoond_
How simple and | micht  tr
strajght forward is its form and '8 %
cruelty of a
degraded human situation created

‘as: a Peace Zone,
_ the Peace Zone concept,
adumbrated by King Birendra
fa durmgthetlme of theSikkim“‘mer- |
.Ber .
pali percept;ons of threats to its
: In another sense,
it was related to the mcreasmgly-
felt need in Nepal to have the
1950 treaty revised, even though |
no formal requests to this effect |
: '-mrght have be en made to Indla

rifle |

lies:

Dmitri

Nepal and. . -

(Cantmued fron. page 21 )

'the greater mflucnce which Indla.-"

“has wic¢led in Nepal affairs in
‘numerous ways. The Indo-Nepali
“border
currency is still legal tender in
influence and.
- road-building has been confined
_to the nothern parts of Nepal;

“India

‘remains Indian

‘open;

Chinesg -

‘Temains
trading partner,
trade outlets remain
mainly through . India,

Nepal’s  main

“located
Most

. importantly, even though Nepal
to balance China
‘against India in the diplomatic
.game,
~the Indian line on all security-
- related  matters affecting the sub-
| continent strategy of the Nepali
| monarchy is geared to obtaining
_ the support of India, as well as
- that of the 1nternat10nal commu- -

Nepal cannot but toe

nity, to recognition of Nepal
In one sense,
first

.was clearly related to Ne-

OWN security.

Intcrestmgly enough Nepal

-has secured the endorsement of

about eighty foreign countrics

for its Peace Zone concept, inclu-

ding those of the U.S,,
France and China,’

UK.,

India, for reasons not made

. exphmt has displayed no eaper-
- ness either to accept the Peace

Zone concept or revise the 1950
treaty.  This might be due, as
Professor Muni has pointed out,
to considerations of internal
politics in Nepal itself.
There s
system but sinte the Zone of Peate

fled with specific aspects of internal

politics, it is not possible for India

—and. Nepal's

-Ho_we\_rer
‘become  an
-contcmporary Nepalesc foreign
policy, and it is certainly rele-

; South ‘Asia.

but consp;«‘i
cuous among those not endor-
sing it are __India and Bhutan,

nothing to suggest that
- India_wishes to disturb tha present

~ proposal has so closely been idanti- |
the film has fa1led to nge an |

_or any other country to extend a
eategorical endarsement of It without
“becoming controversial within Nepal.

Particularly. so, because non of the
* major nen-panchayat political groups
has supported the King’s propasal

“They clearly see this a8 a .device
by the King to mobilise. explicitly
. __internationat support for perpetuating
. __h!: system. k : :

Perhaps by mcorporatmg it,
by means of the Third Amend-
ment of the Consmution, “the

- Nepal monarchy did make the
Peace Zone proposal an

issue
of party poht:cs _in - Nepal.
that may be, it has
- integral  party of

vant to = regiomal security in

(Cor:rmued from page I)

-and that we do not
i represent Sida. (the Swedish
1 Aid A_uthonty) This was
~ clearly stated
Background (LG 1.1.89.) so
his notions are irjrcl'cvant.

.VISaS

‘Remains for “us to hopc
‘that the new Sri Lankanad-
.'mml_st:atxon will “be
successful in its efforts to
| solve the tragic armed conflicts

in the country The. llft_;ng'
~of the eémergency is undoub-
tedly a  step in the right

direction. As spectators it
| will be equaily important for
| me to preserve my integrity
in relation to the “separatist
lobby” as for Mr. Chettyto
preserve his integrity in rela-

_tiontothe “chauvinist lobby”.

Thomas Bihin.

chdlsh Broadcastmg Corp

in the News

more
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the Arts...
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WE ARE A DIFFERENT KIND OF GUARDIAN TO YOU !

There are a multitude of guardians during your lifetime

@ They who guard the freedem of speech & expression

They who protect the basic human rights of mankind

@ They who guard the democratic freedoms to which each
of us are entitled to as citizens

Each of us is a guardian to others who view us for their

dependency In day to day life

BUT THE DIFFERENCE IN OUR GUARDIANSHIP
RESTS ON OUR DEEP CONCERN FOR YOUR FUTUR:
WE ARE TRUSTED GUARDIANS OF YOUR HARD-EARND
MONEY, GUIDING YOU ON HOW TO SPEND AND HOW TO SAVE
FOR YOU AND YOUR DEPENDENTS’ TOMORROWS

SO REACH OUT TODAY
FOR YOUR LIFE-LONG GUARDIAN

PEOPLE’S BANK

A Different Kind Of Guardian For You

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org
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