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LET THE HEADLINES

SPEAK.

Mervyn de Silva _'

Gn the  cower of thiz issun
af tha LG, dated Juby 15
but- printed -3 weeek later, we
have veproduced. seversl  head-

lires | from - tha - daily prese of
the pest weapks: “Let the Heed-
lines speak’s..." was the frama

of “mind i which wa pat tha
clippings togethar - hoping that
ihe  mroriese wolld convoy 19
the peader, particularly sur grow-
ing owersca s reedarghip. mot just
1k ﬂrama!l{: cheracter - of 1he
fast mowing  swentzs  but  some-
thing af the splie of the' drisis
which is bpen us, And of coorss,
what sanss wa <an maka of! it
EVER @8 WA oursthves are seeept
by the swirling correnls  Mors
and mare, e nata: in pdEEing.
wa becoma  cbnscious al the
function of this litle journal as
& compulsive monitor o of 1hat

Crisig, & mle - thrust - upon us
rEler  than consclowsly under-
taleon, Dby & patlonal tregedy

that is larger and maore command.
ing than any inslitulien of e
- dividual,” political party,  social
group,  ar regime in the past
deceds.” Tha = crisis  d2epsns.
And it acoeleratss. | There s
nox . regpiie.  The 'Stete of Emer-
genty' - ig  no longer @ law or
a collectlan of restrictive ragula-
Wans. It iz ao mors e temipor-
ary  rnassgs or &n aberration:
Emaroancy rile |& Aot aharmal.
It ois o the  narm., . CEmergency’”
i the permEpent Telldre, 8 ey
af dite, the natlonal condition .

The so-called ‘state of Emer-
gency’  teatifias tooo\8-Etate and
anoiety in the viea-lika grip uf
ciiniE

oo Third Warld ohservers - may
ke sama2 slight comiort from
the thought that this is d chronic
conditicn -of mafy - an under—
devaloped :  ‘new’  neticn-stale,

In. eur wiew, SH0-Lanka i3 oalgus,

Wil keow oof noo other. country
which s ‘cenfronted by a Fripls
ithradt — io Il5 - Boversigoiy, i32
umity Bnd twrritorial | imtegrity. o
State poweer, and ane might edd.
to civilisad life iizali. Lekanon
ia in hatter shaps!

And oo cweec 2tart sith C the
demand of the Govermment parlia-
meftary  groug, - which o arged
MMoufghs acian’ @ arrest” goEitues
tinn &f negr-1otal paralyeis. In
shaet, dough cmoigency rule.

A5 Presidant  Pramedesa kept
rapRating  on  Blmost  Gwery
pubfic pleiform, he remaved the
pmargarcy in Hne with his polls
pramisd, end oftdered1he eleaso
of 1800 guspectsd ‘subversives
detgined under emeraency. How
did ihe Secgrty Esitablishment

FeREck 1o ibis movo? - Kpowing
the  pevchalogy - of  ‘escurity’
oroanisations  in - almost  avery

country. not ftco happily i2oa
fair ouase. Haere lhen was the
clazeic " duel  and diemma  on
Eha hazsic  quesien af ‘how to
deel - with  securily - Threats' —
politically, militadly o 3 judicicus
combinationof botl,  The cii-
lians prefer. the puraly political;
tha military mind the athar

The declaration - of the . Emer-
gency represented- than a turm|ng
poind. ol - praetice, it o wean]
arming  the  sscurity Esfabilizh-
ment with axtracrdinary powers
wrligh,: expaiande: 8aain i nost

- Thirel Werld matiang shows, can’

lagd, ' fo Bboees o (Hends o the
Emeffance &nd indenss activity
of "humen tighes’ groups).

Trea pAture ol the threst was
a.new factor, o The regime fdced
A My ERdmy. B Eilent, sublap-

tarman and dgeadly enemy onoBh

entircly  new  front | Tha  pre-
wtectipn - peripd s saw mEny A
crippling. hartel byt no work

stoppaness by ofganised  lebgor,
no widespreal  sirikes by major
trade - unions. | The - Economy. is -
thia “silent and simister foe, lns
flatinn is ona 6f its dandercus
wiapone, - And Sri Lanka is par-
ticularly vulnerable, with-its adoii-
nistietion . trapped betwaan. the
hopes of an electarate; built oh
potls pledges, and the diciates
af ke [MFA{The: IWE team will
o hers by Sepl-001 to giscuss
a7 wital ledn that has not beon
neaotiated since” MMarch 18R],

Thanks largeiy to the J. 5.5
and the stromg-arm tactics which
led tir 1he eallapss of the 1900
Geamaral sitike and the =subse-
guent -demeralization af ‘usianl-
sod  Clsbour. the trade . gnion
menerment  hes been  splipdered
and groatly wedkened, The JYF
has  mads CAn o edrmesl bid oo
build ite own trade anion base,
It has not beeon too successiul

Yet, a mew 'Satan Paramuna’
was able in g smatier of weeks
{0 seige the Initlative and apen
& new  Bntl-government  frant,

Since President Premadasa had
grized thie most potent propd-
pandist  wespon - in the JYP oar-
moury — tha IPKF  iseue — thia
wigg @ pemarkably  adroit WP
goUnter-meEnovevrs, end it opro
ved stunningly sucoessful.  Eoo-
nemis - life im S Leamks ocdid
gHnd steadihy te &8 halt

CENSORED

Will. ghe  athar
Inaniive?

Meanwhile  July' 23, Présidant
Framadacs's teadling approschos.”
Wil the. |PEF stort ita pull-out?
Mest -unlikehy, dudging. by Prime
Rlinizter - Gendbi's spoaches and
nifier officiel statamanta. It sim-

2Niang  emain

F’Efﬁ-r:ltfnr.'n:':n' on pam= A4l



“¥¥hen a qgoirk of the “win
per takes- all’ gléctaral syst=m
gave  the! TULF sudre seats
i parliamont  than - the
% L.F.P. Mr. Appapiliai Amir-
thalinzzamy becams the Lasder
el the Oppeasiclon. ltwasn't
thy. happiest turn of avents.
i Tha Government-Opposition
division accentuated the eom-
munal, divide.

It was - a tribute to the
ralatlvely  voung Oppositicn
Leader’s understarding = of
parliamentarksm gnd 14s basic
Adealy that he wes able to
meet  thé demands of the'

Enter EROS

pfore  tho o menth - ends,

E.R. 0.5 will become 3
fully-pledged parfiomentary parly
to - signel - the. slowr,  fitful bat
basically  pasitive  process . of
the  re-incorporelion - of  the
Eelam  mililams - into the - Sri
Lenken ~ body patitic. ” Thirteen
EfQS  raprescniatives  electad  at
the: laat parliementeiy . polla
will fzke their oseth. under 1hg
ponstitution. - Omhe o tha LTTE,
tho most powesriul, will ‘ramalin
putside. largely brooadse it boy-

colted the  slecticons: ke tRe
%P in fhe Saowath.

ERGS, & - apadial cEse; s
apacially imoortant. Like  the

EFRALF, the Ealarn Revolutiondry
Organisation of  Studenis, was
Marzist-priented - Inltially. unlike
thg LTTE svhich \wes axpliciily
cand fanatically netionalist.
leology apart, ERDE.  pursuad
a poticy of tactical cooparatlon
whh™ the LTTE. ‘It was the
aily Tamil militant groun which
did pmot invita the wrath of the
“Tlgers"” apd fece its fury

While the “Tigers' are ﬂ_till
angagad in negotlatlone  with

4

 AMIRTHALINGAM

higher - offlca  withoue aam-
promlslng - bl somonitmant
o his own party o oand I

program. At Cpposition Lea-
dev his finott hour was the
spesch be mada when # cock—’
a hoop- UM P mancuevrad the
-ewpiilslon of SLEP President
Mri. Bandaranathe from the
Hlawie. This seandalans tra-

wepty cof Justles was denoun-

ced by Mr, Amicthallngam
with - a perfect mixtore of
eoncrnlied rege, & fabor sfate.
ment on’ the first principlies

ot parllarmentary democracy, \

and  salamn warning.

tha UNF govsrnment,  EROS
wihich won the largest -mumber
of geals in Parlkamant bot did
not - maka  ivs Cacceptance | of
Fatliernent formal by taking the
oath of  sllagiance.  will - now
Became the binpgest Tamil groug

in the House. Ita = leading.
vaices lo Parliment will e the
former military . commander
Shuankar  Raji, and’ tha  party’s

Founder Ghairman, E. Ratnosoka-

pathy. I terms. of Temil armoed
etruggle and * les histary, thair
parliamaenmary  presance hea =
gypibolic - signficance. . ho lesa
notawsorthy - than the LTTEs
public announdéement of 8 cas-
retion: af = bostililies” with the
Sri Lankda government, @

Let the .. ..
[Contifiied fram page. 5}

ply doesn't suit his pre-clection
plans. * The fact that the Indlan
Opposition  hés  in turn grakb-ed

if tha frall, ascotic Thalva-
nayakam, the founder of the §
Federal party, was ¢he facher-
figure of tha Tamil move:
prant, tAmir' was jts yeung.
vigorowd  voloa, - The Tarmil |
tovement was goon ko break
aut of paritamantarism, Young
mer  with  puens toosk com- B
mand, A9 long oas R B
remalned TULE leader hoows
aver, tha domacratlc path was §
still epen bo the generation §
after him. Time Wil bring H
Wi proster recoEnmiticon.

.

tha |PEF isgu® 1o baat Mr. Gandhi
will only: make §omore :Jiffln::ullls
for tha regional - suparpowar
to yicid. Thero f& the gquestion
of “faca’— his- ownp and that of
the world s foatth biggest army.

YWhat gountar-siretagy has Sl
Lonka potF - First.: regional afd
internelionel opinion; and second
tho talks with the LTTE.

Mr. Gandh] has . been  busy
rriaking his, own- moves too Mest
ctlticizm abrogd, And.he is =1/l
hoplng  Fe can convinee . M
Prejnadasza . that 3 compromiss: i$
passiate. Hence, Wi, Dashmokin's
yisits 1o US and UK (the two
mest influential coanlrlas vis-a-
vie Sl Lanka) and . biz Lip o
Celombe, cancallivig a scheduled
journey to Mosoomw too joiln br
Gandhi thers,  He has falled
howavar to win Prime bhiniier
Bhuita™s backing. - “India has Itg
s point of vlew” said Prima
Minlstar Bhutto after her meoling
with Mr. Gandhi.™ @ But we hawa
axpressed our concern with the
developments” in S lanka.



How Many I.ndian.Trnnps in Sri Lanka?

Ravi Rikhyo

India requires a deflenca consensus at this
treubled juncture in Itz bational secority affajrs.
Unless the gavernment comet clean on Sri Lanka
there is no chanca of bullding the needed consansus,

W'[ih the  highly - publicised

withdrawal of four Indian
infantry batlicns (6000 troops
including - supportl from  Bri
Lanka, tho guestion ariacs. as to
how many ore left. To  datar-

rima  this, if is nEcEsSEryY 1o
csllmeta iha peak  daployment.

Befare . the DMNovember 1983
reicfarcement,  the Indian  high

commission in Calambg put out
the tlgure of 25 000 1o GO000;
Daiht diplametic  sources  estj-
Imated 75,0830 and | had estirmaed
Rt 1 HLOnd, My estimats,
made on the beck of dn enwe-
lope during lunch, included not
just the army in G Lanka, but
also the o¥ facko provisional carps
HO in Madvas. parmmilitary, 14F
basedd in Sri Lanka, and lndian
Mowvy aficat. . Thie i3 g .mara
complets figure than just army
tioops in thet ceuntry, and added
eonmathimng  befween 19000 znd
13000 rmen o ihe army total
Thus the Tmedap biraatn my-
gelf ‘and diplamatic’ souices was
T2.000 (o 15000 (75000 dip-
lamatie versus my army aatimated
to be ST000 to 50,000,

Without reiterating the tedious.

details of my eaicr  estimate,
it eppezers that § had  overssti-
puated the number of frooms in
gthe four division  HOs- eezignad
fa- Sri Lanka.  Whereas 1 had
Laken C5.000  men per divlison
HO o {exclusies  of 8,000 faanin
thrae brigaces ar the equivalen:
g division), the &stual seems
o b 2000 - Thus- -1 shagld
rédaca my satimate fo a liltle owor
0000 troops, . s&y 92000, of
bt h S0C000 b B3, A0 wars army.

Thig 1z still higher than  ths

diplomatic  gstimate, bt in my
The writer fs 2 aoted fogifary miilery
affales onalpst Nle gogtibutes his
arfigf foo fhe neauiey ECOnemic
aod Politice) Waeakily, Jfoois,

L L

opinian, these sources wars neg-
lecting  the presence of axtma
infantry Battalions, . Incidentally,
bath  estimates fook inte account
tha wwithdrawwael of the macha-
nizedfarmour wnits £8nt in the
eafly stages.

Mow, in Movember 1988 thres
additional  brigades  wars  senl
Thiz implics 2.00F fraops  plus
spme support units. The latier
weenld, perforee. ba ermall i peeme-
ber because mosk of tha  requirsd
sepport  inbmstructurs s in place,
It is " Ikelr © semething & - fittle
ooy TGN men  were  gont

“amhich swould have put the total

by my estimate gt samothing
betwean 1,022,000 and 1, CE Q00
men. With  tha wlihadd el of
G0, thars showld Be  rooghly
25000 to L0000 &en o S
Lanka. {Tha corps HO in Madras
iz iciudad inomy estimates he-
cause |t iz anby lack of infras-
fructiire that has proventad itz
logical -move o Sri° Lanka.)

The S Lanka deploymant ex-
caeds tho equivalent of =ix  divis
sions and has mamyimplications.

Oneg s our. amazing ahbility to
pesoma ralaxed aboot Pekiztan
wo want - inta Seil Renka,
Earlier, with: unfailing regqulactoy

Crakhi weould conjuse b a Pakislan

thraiat, partioulariy i the - weinter.
o hawe wwithdrawin  Fhae el
walent af sk divisions from the
mainland at a ‘Bma Pakistan-las
wlded twrg divigiang: that iz the
elative  bualanos  beiaseen o fhe
two countriss hes swors=nsd by
sight divisions sloce the' Bullg-
belao of spring 1987, Yot in
the wintar of peither  1887-08
was there Bny noise from Delhi
on - the  Pakistan threeat,  Either
wB Ere being criminglly negligent,
or we heve  deliberiely  bsen
pvaresinating the Fakistan threak.
Both ‘explanations have  wary

aarious Implications for oor secis
Tty

Maxt, with tha infantry cam-
poncnt of the strike forces and
army - HO O rezerves zeniously
wodkened by the Sd Lanka
deployment, we Bre In 0o position
to hold major. winter exercises,
Thus, our offer B Paklsian  to
gancel - the winisr exercis=s
emacka ofthe ssme shabby, haol-
lowe rhetaric that Belhl fnsists an
substitulion for gesuine mezeursa
to reducd  tansion in tha ragian.

Angthar  Implication i hat
whilg the army is guite content
to he in Sri Lanka on tha graunds
i s gelling cporational training,
no o one. has thought to. Bek why
[t5 readingss haa deteriorafed to
the point that @ shooting  con=
flict is necesaary o testors
efficicnoy.

And why haa the Indian pross
remainad  eilant on the jssus of
numbare of troops In Sel Lanka?
Tha total by itsalf iz [rrelewant:
the daployment iz dictated by
oparationel  reguiremonts, It
could have baan 10,000 or 250,
L0 depending an circumetences
and ohjzctives.  Every journalizl
covering Sl Lanka,  however,
knows the official figures  are
4ross  under-cstimares; Yet he
ar she s silent,

& last issus (5 why the govern-
ment of India i parmitiing the
ministry of external - sffairs  to
urdrming iz cradibility. [t is

clear we ara being told peithay
‘tha

correct daployrmant figures
ner o the trem aitastlan o about
sewgral  ospecta of the LTTES
JYE . ineurgencies.  Doubls  are
atso arising on the casualby fi-
pares: if the totals are corrsct,
why isthe govarnment not iszuing
weakly casgalty Fgls?

India - desperatoly  roguiraz &
dafence cansensus at this trooh-
fed junstwre  dn itz natiomal
security effairg, Linless tha gou-
srament  comes clean on Sr
Lanka. their i mo  chance af
building fthe nesded consenaus.
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BEHINMD THE NEPAL ISSUE

Indian hegemonism at work

Ariya Absysinghe

he Elngdom of Mepst  |ying
along the soufhein. dlopas of
ihe Himdlayvas moudrtaly @Enges,
ts A landlocked country  located
bBebwern. Sikkim  fhovw absorbed
b lndian Union} and ndia,.  to
the oask. Indid Eo dhe eouth ancd
WICET,
mate Region: af tha Facplies Ha-
piiblic af China to-tha north. s
ferritory,  which hag an oraa of
H43R3  Bgusra. milas  [T40. 753
sguare kilomaterseztands rough-
by GO miles from eest to wedt
and 30 o 150 miles from narth to
gouth, CMapal, far Ieng e the
rule of hetediciary prims minisins
fevauring 8 policy of solation,
temeined  cloged 1o the outsidg
weole! untll & palace: rewok in § 530
restored theking to his position
of -authaelty in 19571, The country
gained Admissicn to tha Wnitad
Matione in 855 In FHED King
Mahandra asaured diraet  rulse,
and an hig dasth (o492 Kipg
Birendra socoaedad hig fathap fo
the throne.  Wedgsd In Letneen
tw'o gients India and China, Mepal
seeks to kaop a balapse betweéen
the twa- colntiies Ino it forcign
palicy. and thus to femain a frée
ang drclependent sovuraign state.
& - factor that contribuies im-
renscly to the  gecspolitical im-
prorapesof Nepol fs the fact shat
4 strong Mepal can ‘deny CThing
Aqcess Yoothe rich Gangetic Plain.
Mepai, fhus, marks the ‘eocthom
boundary of the Chinesa &phare
rartih ol the Himalayes in. Asia.
Thia Taster, mainby pushed India
cloag to Magnal.

Prithvi Maraydn Shah  (1742-
C1¥TS) and his euccuesass aatah-
lighed an unified etate, im tha
cantral Himsalayaa and " launched
an embitioos and ramarkebly
Vigtolis programme of  a@xpans
Eion, sceking o bring the #=niire

and the. Tibaton Aufonog- -

il area. from Bliutan to Kashmir

dnder their guthoriyl They mada

consilerabln progress. Suocassiva

setbacks in wars with. Ghina: and
Fiber 1 7EEA T2 it flye Bikn
Kingdom in ‘Funjab CTAOSE, willy
British dndia 1814-18181, and
pgain with  Fipat [18034=1B55),
frustretad Mepal and sst the
presant boundaries of -the king-
dor. The Britiah donguest of India
i tha  1Hth cantuey poesd 3 gs-
ricus thraat © tor Bepal =—which
expactad o ba apother wigtim —
and et S itathinanadiawith nooreel
alfefmatizve but to seek Bnoacon-
mcdating Owlthe che  Britlsh o
presere Mepal’s Independence,
This was avcumplisiod by the
Rana - [omiky regime after . 1860
ofR- trme cthat  weere  mwtoaiy
accoptable, i occasionalbr et
ting, to beth. Undor: this de
facto glliance, Kathmando [Mopal)

parrnitted  the recruitment  of
Mapelis far the highly walosd
“Gurkha™ unlts lm o tha  Britigh |

Indian Asmy and  &lso o scocepted
Brigish  Mguldanse’ oo foreign
palloy I exchengs, the British
guarantes=l 1he  Rapa  ragima
againsl - bath forelgn and domes-
He enemies and allowed (b ribual
dutonomyin domestic affaies,

The Britieh withdrawal - from
fadia in 1847 deprived tha Ranas
of - & witel- sxtarnel ©asurga. of
szt dnd exposisd the rsgimea
B nEwd o odangars.  The Ranas
ikl Cevaiesd o neny Toreigy
pralicy, thidar whieh Nepal s 1ra-
ditignal | iswlalon policy - ¥igo:
roushy cofarged until - than —awas
sbandonod - and relations  wore
astublistuzd Tor thie first time with
Few Tl nevernmenis a8 g eounter-
balance to the now demoiitic
Iedian regime. hdsanaciila anti-
Ranu- farced, comparad mainle of
Mapall residenta in India- ko

sapred” their political appréatices
ahip in . the Indian  mationddst
movement | formad Jan  aliiEnc
with the Mapali moyal lamily, led
by Klng Tribhuran and lannched
& revaidsion in November 1950,

With etrongdiplamatie supiork
fram Mew Delhi, the rebels pc-
cepied @ sctilement with the
fianez under which thesaveabyn
of dha groein wwds pestorEd and
the reyalafionary forces  lod hy
the Mepall Coangrass, aamed -an
aseondant pozifion Jin’ the dds
mirnistration,

Ths introchictian af - a dermo-
cratic palitival sestam in Mapal,
& Country acoustomed e Auto-
cragy and with 1o desp damo-
cretic - tradiion or @ BRpETIENCd,
proved 8 Cformidable fask. A
constnstion was fingly approved
in 195%  under wihich  gencrsl
wledlivns  for tha patliamant were
held,  The Megal Conprass won
an owenwhelming  majerity - and
antrusted the farmation of ©tha
Mamali first popuist govgmment
in. Decomber: 1860, The 1853
canstiiution  was  ebalizhed. in
1862, and @ newrs constifatcn
wae  promwigated,  making  tha
aroue the reel siree af sotha-
ity King- Mahindras obtained
Beth dndicn and Ghingse Ecoeh-
tanza of hiz  ragime cand tha
intarnal oppositian’ . weas  wresk
disnrganised - and’ discodragad.
Wahendia disd inJomuary 195
ard wiEs surpeadad by ohis o osord,
Birendra, nothe eerly 1570
Hhiere weas - substential dissatiafar:
thon et s espects ol | fhe
country's pobitical and economic
swstem e kathrandu,  Maoalt's
capital, wwas the scane of anti-
GoVEEArTERE Pnding A A ugustT ST,
Viith! thie inAugoretion of GAARC,
Wendl voo joined 1L #s-a member.
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Indo-Nepalese Relations

" Before India gamed pohucai
mdepenaenre. its relations with
Mepal were based on a treaty
signed in 1923. It was a con-
tract between a sovereign Nepal
and a colonial
terms and conditions did not

reflect that Nepal had surrendered

. her sovereignty ta the British.

_The Nepalese never allowed the

British to interfere in their do-
mestic affairs and the British
-Government ~iHself - recognised

Mepal as an indepsndent state.

india becams politically inde-
: pendent on Aug 15, 1947, the
Government of India, agreed to
respect the Treaty with  Nepal.
india's involvement in Mepalj
#evolution in  November 1950,

was India's interest in protecting .

especially
after Chinese occupation of Tibet

the northern frontier

in October 1950. So (ndia dlrectly

and indirectly continued its in-

~ ferest in the damestic affaits of
- Nepal.
_gratic Nepal wauld promote  its
national security by remaining a
buffer between China and India
and  deter the Chinese from
~advancing into the region south
. ofthe Htma.ayan watershed. India,
thus, viewed, a democratic I\Iepa!
asag significant component of its
‘security system in terms of its de-
fence prepardness vis-a-visChina.
_ This was the origin of the Indo-
Mepalese Treaty of Peace and
Friendship of July 1950. On
the surface, the Treaty stated, as
- usual, that there shall be everlast-
- ing peace and frlendshlp between
_the two governmenis, both of
whom recognised the complete
sovereignty, territorial
and independence of the other.
It also contained provisions that
Nepal could . import from or
through Indian territory,
arms, ammunition, material and
eguipment, for her security and
that each Government will accord
to nationals of the other in its
territoty, national treatment re-

garding participation in the indusg-

trial and economic development

~of such territory and. grant of

concessions and contracis rela-
1ing to such development

But later late _Pandl-t Nehra
revealed at a press conference

2

-between the

India and its

“Indian Parliament, :
that any aggression against Bhu-

‘Accord .of 1987,
-lasting credit of former President
Junius Richard Jayvewardene of
Sri Lanka to have refused to agree

It calculated that a demo-

integrity

‘the

- SAARC.

_that a paragraph in the h|therto'

unpublished letters  exchanged

MUTUAL  ASSISTANCE in- the
case of foreign aggression, be-

cause it also provided for mutual
consultation: - in

~the case of a
threat to the security of either
government. Nehru said in the
Lok Sabha,

tan and Nepal would be treated
as an aggression against

rity. The Treaty with Nepa! thus
preceded the Indo-SriLlanka Peace
it was to the

to the Indian suggestion that the
Letter of Exchange between Rajiv

_Gandhi and Jayewardene be un=-
publis hed_and treated - as secret.

Jayewardene placed

pubhshed them.

S0 when an
Government of India is repo.ted

to have sald that Nepal's weapon
purchases frqm C_h_lna_jeopardlse'
‘the very basis of the [ndo-Nepali .
refationship  and negate the so

called special relationship implied

~in the 1950 Peace Treaty he was

merely confessing that the rum-

pus over the Trade and Transit.
Agreement was a mere facade
for concealing India’s intention to

interfere in Nepal's internal affairs,

as in the case of Sri Lanka, in the
event its inierests were crucially

endangered. In any case, what
really is the problem con-
cetning  the Trade and Transit

Agreements which expired on
“March 24, 19889,

solution to such an extent that
India

Nepal into submission ? What

India has done in b!ockmg all
but two of the 15 routes to Nepal

is the very antithesis of friendship
and good neighbourliness among

_countries and the principles of

regional cooperation including

Governments  of
Nepal and India, when the 1950
.. Treaty was signed, :
verted tha treaty into a PACT OF

the  two

in effect con-  separate by two different agree-

two matters over

~west bordering
India.
This was a clear warning to China

that India was determined 1o de-
fend Nepal's security and integ-

tf’iem as
‘annexe to the Accord 1987 and

‘advisor to the '

“them were the

- Does it defy

feels compelled to starve
- the little Himalayan kingdom of
~million (19858).

- India. it is reported, wants a
comblned Ireaty covering  trade
and: transit.. Nepal insists that
jssues  must be Kept
ments, Trade and transit are

which  there
has been perpetual iiritation  in
ithe Indo-Nepalese relations. Tra-
ditionally, more than 90% of
Mepal's trade has ‘been with
India, since-Nepal is a landlocked
country with its east, south and.
Indlas border.

in the Noith, are them accesmb!e
Himalayas range with Kodari
pass and Rasua pass through
which a small quantity of trade

“and commerce has been transac-

ted  with Tibet from time imme-~
morial.

trade diversifi-

strategy to minimize dependence
and India’s single strangle-hold,

there has been a clash of mterests'
for long. < Nepal had asked for
a transit route through the West

Bengal’s border town of Radhi-

“ kapur into Bang!adesh
to gain access to the port at

reduce
its dependence on the part of
Calcutta which always
gongested.

in order
Chittagong in order to

remains -
India = views this
Nepal's insistance on transitfacili-
ties through Radhikapur unrelated
to the wvolume of trada with
Bangladesh. Nepsl has contended
that the guantum and the type of
MNepalese exports to overseas
terminal markets and imporis from
internal affairs of
Nepal and what India was trying
to do was to pressurize Nepal

- to alter her trade policy in favour

of India and keep Nepal sver
dependent on  India. Whereas
Nepal was ftrying desperately to
diversify her trade.
cooperation from India was stan-
ding in the way. Nepal's exports

are US $ 161 million and imports =

US § 459 million (1985) leading
to a trade balance of US§$ 288
Principal export
commodities of Nepal are —Rice,
jute, dry ginger,
handicrafts, tanned skins, ready-
made garments whilst its major

. imports are manufactured goods,

machinery and transport equip-
ment, chemicals and drugs, food

Ever since Nepa! opened
_ the doors fo the outside world
“and adopted a :
~cdtion and market diversification

But lack of

~wollen carpets,



and - lhwe animals.
Razira Bank - roported |
‘government budpetary  deficils
increazed from— 2, 2268 million
Buprtes (1924/B58) 05 2,522 8
milllon (18863 7) financed fram
lternal [oane and foreion cash
Irans, 5

The Mepal

Analysis of tha [ssues
of Conflict

india hes cut off 13 of the
15 vital transit peinta fa tho land
lockad Mepal wirtially imposing
an . esonamic o blockade gt 1the
end. of ‘the trada  apd  transit
traafids botwaan India &od Mepal,
Ihdia 2nd Mapal mayv: have  their
difterencaa but the wigl geestlon
I% sigther Euch & drastic &ction
Weds  MOCes2ary Riainst a3 poaor,
helploss neighbour? Basida being
& consistant preecher of moralify
e intarnaticnal - palitice shadild
india  have indiloed in such
bullving. acts?  For a week ar
two dndie has baen deing . prg-
cigsly that and the tragedy: iz
that there ks nol eveh &, whim-
per o ef protests from alie S
USSR, LK, MNAM, SAARD or tha
LM - Genorai - Assembiv,  Foor
Mepal remeing jsalated end chere
i5 noone to hela S the UEA,
tho USER or any weslemn power
impsad & meval or land  bioo-
kede an @ wedk  Third - Wiarld
counity what wauld the warld
apdnteny have beon? YWhen famer
LS Presldest Rogon mads moios
against Gl Gaddafy ard - alzo
i thet Guif,: tre world wite essed
nutright condemnation. Elmile—rlg
whon the Soviat Unicn ertors
Afghanistan thers wers outright
condernaticn. The swarld reactad
to UK'e Falkiend wer,  But whan

g strong and lavge dndia bullvs

g amall caantry- lke Mepul or
Gri Lanka swarld © opsdnlon saeme
Eo be silant.

“Whien Indla tsided Sri Lanke
i July 1287 withe airdrops ageinst
11 Lanken Gewernment protesis
only lat: Zia-Ul-Hag openidy oo
darnnid tha oot ledia buldozed
ita way tooget G Lanka g

gooapt | the Agcord  in o TOET
Mapaliign  mEaction o India WAE
evidant  in- the racent sditorial

of “the patiensl Mepall Enplish
dailty “Muotherlend™, whon it eaid:

that the

"Nepal has maintalned the umest
. testraint ‘and had honeured jta
commitmant: to diacuze issuaa
dizcreatly  Dotween  Ihe  twa
counitias, Tha Indlap officislz
on {he athar hand et loosaa
vicious campalon of wililfoation
i the Indizn pregs 1o apread
false  Bnd - mizehevions prgpa-s
-uanda sbout Mepal thar could
only harm relations.

A5 8 redult of the scesomic
blockads, Mepal will hava e
fove many  diflicaltles.  Off
cial sources sz Blopal wag
willlfig 1a regotiate Bl newar
under duress.  Thoy said that

it wie abwious thet India wes

Lreing o elerngulsie  Mepal
wconemicaliy. be galn  political
ddvantage.  loverano - in - this
coualny,  soemething which no
self respocting  Pepel  weuld
- Th 1 : !

The currand- risie demanstras
ted dbe futility of dttempting
to bring.about ragional acansmio
cooperation whils turning & blind

Bye o Cthe  wide  differgnces
that - exisi  batweon  the giant
incdfa in - the ' coptra amd. the

six Emaler natlone on its patie
mbtar . Despita-these  zols  of
balligerenca by India, Had mana-
ged o get . away with it due
to, the  attitude of the Suepaef
pawers. - In 1971  [ndia eighe
the frdo-Saviet Frierdshig Trealy
witich wes wirtually a  dafenes
agroantent  in thatr ona eountry
s obliged toogo to the defence
ol tha other in the. evant of a
confligt swith  third  partles  and
i duch o request |s midd,

Thua, it was possihle fo aplit
Fakistan ineo two without = fear
of - Chingss intereartion. - The
Indi Soviat © Friendship  Traay
Raw 1 thet Sineas
building mp a bius watar poey,

thi - counifes ' -in  the Ipdian
Qcean nemely, Sri Lenks, EIE
dives, . MWadagascar, - Mauritios,

Seyacheilns. Hosaniaon, Zapeibar,
Permbia_ rmust be careful af [ndian
raval Dlockades siimiler to land
blookada o  Mepal - during. the

India - i5

coup - im Fili in ' the ‘Pacitle
LDcean when Col. Rambuka fook
el power 1o the consternation
of ethnic tdians, it has now
Ledn matablizshed that the indisy
intelligence  Agchcy . BAW . aent
arms too the Fijians  of  Indlas
grigin: which wora deleread i
Lanbara, Australia.

Mearniehlla India has baen fre-
greasing its defence Ludger from
LS5 BSbillionta US 5 11 buffian
and India s the woild's largost
importer of armes it 1987 pur
chasing etms to thae wslije of
WS 561 billion which is bwalva
timez Fakistan™ [mports,  faar-
whila - 4 [arge  noval basa s
being built in Sumates by [rde.
AEsia which would provids quich
BOCEsS 1o the Hay  of Eengal,
This build up in 2ms . and the
naked belligeronce and negemo-
nigny in the  ragion b “India

sRnfot be ingared by - eQpoer-
Rowira. - India must - recognhise
thi: demand of the landisokr

Magpal for undfsttatad Hanait rigghes
lo. and from - the Indig Clcsan,
8 damand that is lagitimare and
15 i Hne with wall estahlished
fntarnational  practice,  fn tha
words  of  Shailandra . Kusar
Upadhays (one time . Peimanent
Represantalive of Mepal ot the
LRy

“Tharean be ne compromisa on
the right of landiocked naticne
to o &ccesa too dnd fram
the Ssm. - For Mepel this right 15
of greeter importance than the
dquestion of eharing the resolr=
cet of the sed.. Sams transit
BoUntnee are displaying & big
hrotherly atfitude and creating
A bogay meer the demand for
unfsttored (ransit facilities, Thia
is iothing but &n Ritempt 1o
make fandlooked countries poli-
tically and econemically depen-
damts

Tois §s tha arx of the |nda -
Manalese disputs.. Tha frequant
rhetoric of peaca end friendship
iz only & cover far concealing
bndia's determination to g2t har
ncighbouring stata to surrendar
i 06 soversignity,



Reot«cause of IndemNepal impasse

Lhmtamam Mahapatra i

'.the ‘hatchet, for. Nepal to enter

- and -‘has now anforced an

-

uncharitable

- pomic blockade

- differences
. continues to send Nepal basic fo-

- Lanka.

Anogld

_into confrontation with India is
_indeed disturbing to world peace

making anissue out of its land-

locked geographical location, its
economic weakness and small=
. ness in size and population,
Hrmalayan Kingdom is creating
to ‘the outside
“its . powerful

an - impression.
that India,
‘has been buiiymg it
eco-

naighbour,

nomrc biockade

The nit-al
turies old fnend[y re}atmna ‘bet-

~ weer the two countries surfaced
two months ago {in March) with
_the E}Cpiﬁy' of its trade and transit
reaties.
conclude a composite treaty to
“replace the old onss, Nepal has
“been msrstmg upan two separale.'
Even as .the matter is

While India wants to

treaties,.
under nugutrat:on Nepa% has bean
enough mak,_
wild accusatlons acam India

. to mobilise 1nternal:onai opmson
: rn its favour. B e

Even-_'its aEEegaticﬁ of ‘-'ef:a-‘
Despite  all the bitterness  and
n -opinion, « lndia

odarains, medicines and essential
comniodities through four transit

 points on the common border.

This is in keeping with the tra-

~ dition of. helping nelghbours in

need as was evident in its foiling
an- attempted coup in  Maldives
or say,' its " intervention
Mot only . doss

: Nepaiese Covernment lack a sense

- else,

repurted to be King Blrendra 8
growing apprehenszons about his -
- The monarch is
certainly alarmed at the increa-

of appreciation for such friendly

gestires, but is today, unw:!lmg
to ‘bear the burden of its own
policy  also.:

The oot causes of the present

impasse in Indo=Nepaless rela-

tions: however lie somewhere
One of the reasons is

political futurs,

fo

t a tlme when the two - Supei“
Powers have decided to bury

.kmq

the

- {South Asian
cracka in tl‘e cen-‘

‘dered

" js unfoundsd. -
' ; has been on
some  protext 1o divert
aftention
now happens to be a convenient:
whipping boy. Heis aware that
“aithough’ it has rejected Nepal's:
this has.
not been perceived as a hastile

in &ri
~ the

: It wanis to have
the cake and eat it tonl: '

-sing demands for demo*racv and'_
incidenice of civil
His

the rising
unrest wuhm his kingdom.
fears have been reinforced by
the '
the Phrlrppmes in 1988,
South Korea in 1987 and Paki*‘»
tan in 1988.
be. Nepals turn newt

Big brother
- The most e!oquent d!fpiay of .

King Birendra’s innermost fee-
lings was noticed at the SAARC
Association for
Regional Co-operation)  Summit

in {slamabad last December when
he abstained from joining other -
“heads of governmenis
“gratulating . Benaziv
head!ng a cmtlan _Government

Bhutto for

Pakistan. Moreover. when

: aimoc;t all the partlczpants ten{
( india's
“actions in Sri Lanka and Maldives,
the
“well have restrained himsali from

tacit support to

- Mepalese  manarch  could

describing  these gestures as

indicative of ind.a 8 “blg brothar'j

a:::rude”' :
Clearly, I’mg brrendra

public
“And

i Nepal.
zone-of-peace. proposal,

act. Onthe contrary, India sup-

potts Nepal's diversification of -
trade policy. This is despite its:

share .in Nepal's foreign trade

~falling from 80 per cent m 1975
1o about B0 per cent in
1980s and_ a_round 37 per cent-.

last year

it is agamst th:s perspectwe
_ introduction ‘of work
permits far all fareigners inclu-
ding Ind:ans has to be viewed,

that the

Even as this blatantly violates

~the spirit and content of the 1850
Friendship Treaty
: 3 ¢ pal, King
Birendra has discovered an effec-
_ tive ploy to whip up sentiments

Peace and
between india and Nepal,

- ‘drawing closer,
‘waves of democracy” stri-

1t could as well

in con=

“palese
: accused indiaof wolatmg Nepal's

in hlS..
anxiety to hold on 1o pOwWer, -
“the look out for

tination  within
via Bhutan and Sikkim.

India;
Nepal

' trmmg, e
of acquiring these weapans were

the

acquired,

‘aperating in

-are

THE REGION

'of Nepalese natto'nahsm And1'-

with the expiry date of its trade
and transit treaties with {India
he decided 1o
further precrpltate the matter,

. The Govsrnment of ‘lndia dld o
not retaliate by adoptsng similar

meaasures, nesprte the fact that

fthere are three tlmes more Ne-
than'. e

palese rsmdmg India,

: Ind:an natignals m MNepal.

Meanwhile, King Birendra adob»-" :
_1ed another strategy.  Hé imposed
_extra duties on certain
- goods enia:mg Mepal and simul=
* taneously
goods imported frem ihe Peoale s

indian

reducts  duties  on

Repubhc of China. This discriv

~ mination ‘which betrayed Nepal's'

intention to play the Chiness
card was followed by another
incident. - On May 10,
journal,  Hindu iflfeakly, :

air spacs. ‘‘Last week, a Mig-

.21 fighter aircraft of tha indian

Air Force took off from Aruna-

chal Pradesh, __th._ic_:-h China claims =
to be part af its own leritory,
on a

_routine  patrol  flight. It
was supposed to reach s des-
fndian

it violated: Nepal s air Space and
cauzed brg panic in eastern
the report ciaimed.”

Weapons :

~ The news rtem was mdica'we_f
of the shape of things to come.

~ For  Nepal soon- acquired from
China hundreds of trucks loaded
with .arms and ammunitions,

mcludmg anti-aircraft guns | The
method “and. the source

again in violation of the 1850
Treaty on Peace and Friendship.
Besides, - the type of weapons

possibility of these getting into
the hands of terrorlst groups
uarsous parts of
the country. :
At present, "Nepal and .'*Ch’ih&
W'orking' on s‘everal joint_:'
r Canrmuad on paga ?'6) '

the Baz

tertitory.
[nstead

_ caused grave anxiety
“in_ New Delhi an account of the



The Unfinished War: Reflactlons on the Lankan Crisis —

The Sinhala and Tamil Left: The Great Divide

Dayan Jayatillela

i 8. aitugtign whera subsiantial

degglution hes aot been meog-
fed - For the  Tamil - people, |
think 4 chango of fack is cals
led for, ot - legst 19 tho oxfent
of wrging & withdrawal -of ihe
1PEF and a'positioning of a U, M.
farca,, to b {ollowed;precedod f

apuompaniad by 3 caasefire and.

nagotiotione.

Excapt  for o the Tigars fand
they will do =g if their hege-
ey b ensuied) atl tha Tamil
groups dre  haping, conscinusly
CEROE) of uncomsciously CEPRLEY
fur & Cyprdsization |0 a. prolan-
ged- presenca of IPER and a
Sepdrkle existence; secure from
the Ginhalese, - Within thls, they
Bepe for & orosior or Hrssor
donras - o administrdtive power
(FCe)  Thizs  despite: all their
malk and indead ‘kopes, of inta-
‘gration im0 the mainstream. of
tha Laft -mowemant in the South.
Eplam @8 a  Separats, Elata,
though - not g3 a indapandant
ope, lives an in their minds]

Huowe then b reunily our coln-
o ls i anovitakle. thae it ke
dane  Ahe  Dutygemung way?
lgn't there anofhor way? How
can:a teeo front straggls of tho
Simhali and. Tamil Laft bheoome
possibla, whern o far from cana
vargimg (thoogh that e hap-
pening et ane leval), they ere
diwavyging on tha  igsuwa of the
PEF. “This: éwternal® presencs
proavidas a unigqus historlzal agp-
peotignity . far o the  forging of 8
S6 LEiken s pathanal o cosseieons-
ness  Though o they nay - kit
with -each” nther,” the Tigees” and
thie o W coma’t Cde ol Beralse
thew: ave. otlaically. - creltsivist
G Nedamonic.
tisis amany the Sitkalees won't
Eeoable to do it bacause ouy
Tamil Counterparte are sngaged
in ‘comprador politics’ with the
cxternal -fospal - Even o im cthe
avent of the IPKF coming south,

fransoaafd of 7 ik dalvefsd =t
the JWLLS Alawe Delfar]

-haelesa

The rational Tefs .

what will b the relp of our
Taril Left  eounterparts? oo
ggain, B8 joint | strugghe . might
not teka plece. A Wagic ooy

ynderstandabla  parhaps only in
ferms cof the iran @ law of um-
eyver  devalipmant.

Thie 1PEF presence was Sccepts
cd at the “hime of dhe Asoarnd
Bocduse it would kesp the Tamdls
sofe Cirome the Sinhala o Armys
Thon whan the war with  tha
LTTE staripd. | thought [(and
glill da) that a weakeainyg of
tha Tigera is bensficial overall
It must be urderstood that iha
anti-1PEF- feeling - of raoet Sin-
ig - linkad  to. their chau-
winizm in that they sonsider the
Marth and Eest o De theip 20d].

Mo sined genuine Aevalution
6 mot - eh vhe agenda, 1 think
that the -LTTE cannot Be dafoa-
fed paoliticaily  (and . thoerefore
militaiilel,  Thus one has row
to chiengd course. | am oppo-
g2d to  the c¢all for ‘an imma-
diata  IPKF  pull-out - withoot
g subatitute becsuss the Sin-
hala. . daboy  witl po back' -in.
Henoca the need for a mollils-
taral U T -tvpe force,

B Lankas opending Lebandn i

setioy- renders. if o diftleull < {a
havel s sipgla’ strrtegy, bocause
sy BEs different percéps
fiors ol el thein main anomy
i The EFALFE i~ tho LTTE,
whild  oUrs s not. - The: SLFP
is for eome’ leftiste, though not
for us.  Even-within: the chau-
vinist - oppdsition, thare ara dif-
ferances. The  Sirima wing's
main encmy IE the UNE while
Anra id g inlemi on Fighi-
g Indians: amd  1he o Tamiisl
And ag ono

I Alhe APKF enfors e South,
FC il fe Araly | fopsigni oooupe-
ing forge,

The  Ledt - forges
indepandently of the JVF sul-

marning - our disinct  eroAnis-

lional - identities into a

regiatance BITY-

gingla

must” fight

The |¥P

The J¥WP ctands af the con-
flugnea of four cofeenks of dig:
gant - gonerated by ibe follow-
ing causes |
1]  The socio—econnmic gelevan -

oes arcumulatad ovei aleven
vears due 1o Ihe pﬂlgri-aa-
Hon generdted by the opan
enonamy’ ol tha UNPF- -

2] _ The potitical practice of Ale
UME, whish  fashionad - an,
authorlianan politicel systom
pod resoets o Estate geredriEm:

'3] Tha wthinic tatrgrism of the

LTTE an«d EROGE:
4} The presence of the [PEF.
. Mewr the first two — Bnd 0@

falf of tha” third - ays lagitis
miate factors,  Tha JYP 1z using

CCthese twea;  but  chauylnism: s

tha ‘owver dstermining’ Faolar

Far alf their bragaging, the rul-
ing -bourgenisie is herd pel 10
tackla the JYP challange, prma-
flly because all the astranisn-
talitics for reprassian, tho
‘roprossluve  state apparAIU-
gaa” gre suffused with popu-
lint chauvinism, as are the
‘ideniogleal  state  apparas
tuaen’. Given (he LONSCIGUSNEES
0% the lntermsdiate stzata, 1heir
clagn compoaition may ¢viEnill-
ally ‘makc  thess apperateecs DO
anainst the claes interests thay
ara supposed 1o ubseival  Tharo
rriay ba ar “idenlociicel LEN =
gqaing on belgw, -as durng the
July “BE riots. . Since the nmid-
die achalons af tha militery ara
put- 5o much pro-UNP a2 pro-
SLEF they'lt- rermaine néutral in
gucl - #n  ewant, and  even. the
ara- NP - officars will Lo hard
put o firc . Bk 48,  mMubinous

aoldiers. '
Tha Ariny

Az far the military, ©tha  fol-
lowing - Epetulative - SCEREFDE

should invitke o] souesien
{Contian an paia 131
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~_ operate  purely on

JANASAVIYA (3}

JSP: Implementation Problems

Sunil Bastian

C ertainly the government will

have the task of convincing
the IMF/World Bank with re-
~gard  to ‘the need for  thess
policies for Sri Lanka, at this
moment of - time. - This might
not be difficult as some of the
critics of the government expect,
While introducing this welfare
- package the €
not ° going away from the
basics of the liberalised policies,
The liberalised economy  will

continue to a large extent. Sri
Lanka will depend on develop-

ed capitalist countries for capi-
tal and markets and the process
of getting linked with them will
continue, Export orientation will
be promoted, privatisation pro-
gramme will continue and even
~such things as administrative
reforms  recommended by the
World Bank are being imple-
mented,

tries that has already taken
place’ to some extent..

J8P will be an expansion of

the social sector policies with-
framework,
Thera is no going back to the

in - a liberalised
pre ‘77 situation with regard to
the
genearal. : e .
IMF/World Bank also do not
economics,
. There are many political frppers-
tives as well. In fact éven dur-
~ing the last eleven vyears Sri
Lanka did not follow strict struc-
tural adjustment policies. We

have deviated a lot from them.

Some authors have cited politi-
cal reasons for the continued
support that these institutions
gave to Sri Lanka despite these
deviations. Perhaps these politi-
pal arguments are still stronger
in  the present climate. Even
the international institutions have
now  taken into ' account the

~social instability created by ex-

- cessive ‘belt tightening policies’

as demanded by IMF/WB from

developing countries. The most
recent -example of Venezuela

12

government = is

d. This is observed in
the streamlining of the minis-

Thus

development = policies in

_process. _
populism we have pointed out
in _characterisation of the JSP,

has strengzhened. this perspec-
tive. In addition, the donor com-

munity is also not homogeneous, .
There are donors, such as those
from Scandinavian countries, who

have already been helping poverty

oriented programmes in Sri Lanka,

In the present climate Sri Lanka

might have also other countries

that will lobby on her behalf
within the multilateral aid agen-
cies. Taking all this into ac-
count, it might not be such a

problem to convince the donors,

provided the programme is worked
out concretely and professionally.

- While the basic idea of the
programme in its modified form

can get off the ground, it is in
the implementation of it that it

is bound to face much more

- contradictions  and  problems,
The effectiveness of implemen-

tation is relevant for the suc-
cess of several aspects of the

programme. The very fact of

reaching the poor in a capita-
list society is a difficult task.
This needs more planning. The
international  funding agencies

will require more conerete pro-

. grammes to suppoit.

The shortcomings of  imple-
mentation of JSP can arise from
several sources. Of course there
will be problems arising out of
the Umitations of ous sxisting
institutions  of implementation.

Inefficiency, corruption, nepotism,
etc., will affect the programme.
‘Apart from these usual pro-
blems, another set of contradic-

tions can arise because of cer-

tain. naiveness reflected in the
populist ideology which seems
to dominate the implementation
The elements of this

The basic problem in  this
populism is that it is unable to
understand that we are dealing
with a capitalist society with

all its contradictions, As already
capitalism can deliver a

stated, i ]
certain degres of social welfare

‘devise  methods

~ tion.

e :

“within _its limitations. However
populism either does not un-

derstand these limitations or re-

fuses to acknowledge them. As

a result it might not be able
to forsee these limitations and
1o overcome
them. Even if they devise met-
hods it is based on naive ro-
mantic notions of the society
that they are dealing . with,
These contradictions can be fllu-

‘strated taking each step of the

implementation process, starting
from the method of choosing
the ben_eficiar’ies.-_. e s

With scaling down of the pro-
gramme nat all Food Stamp

- hoiders will ba entitled to the

benefits. As it is well known,
the Food - Stamp scheme also
did not
programme: to the most needy.
its method of selection and the

pressures that operated in the
left out from ths
 programme some of the peopls
‘who should have got Food

‘process, had

Stamps. For example, becauss

it depended purely on ‘incoms

criteria, almost all the planta-
workers  whose  incoma
could be very easily determined
did not benefit. On the other
hand, because of tha difficul-

- ties . of determining income in

kind and becausa a detailed
assegssment of  the vafue of
various kinds of assets owned
by households were not taken
into account, the Food Stamp

list ~would have had some un-

desirables as well.  Without try-
ing to improve the methods of
selecting this target population,
the populist notions of imple--
mentation, hops to depend on
‘people’ to select the intended
beneficiaries. People of a vil-
lage or hamiet are to come to-
gether. and select the beneficia-

ries ‘openly’.  This kind of a
‘ process could have some suc-

cess in remote villages where
there is some sort of homoge-
nity in class terms. However
the bulk of our society does

manage to limit the



ot cangist ool b nebulous cates
gary calied ‘people’ . Thesoriety
#ansizt Cof  Uolzsgas Tend ather
L0 groups thit havs sanlkrae
diciory interasiss  These Are G
to cperate during iha selection
Protoss, -OF coume [he mazt-
w) of the ‘peoale’ will coma
aubanith a st of Bicndficidrian
Thia = what will “hiappan in tha
Tomen, Howederr the undariying
gocial process of ectoally dofng
the sefection wwill ba’ muite dif-
farent, ' In addition tha stake
din Ahis programme s Blaos wsdy
Tlaghe Mo ampunt of rfomantics
“sing af the harmonious village’
of - %50 called  cultural
will be  abie o to o overcome e
soclal eontredictlons taistng o
realityy -Ona can very sl ax-

gct Ihe lettar o/ determing the

eneficiarias.

Thesa nabiloys concapts of
selociion do nigt Meg spell out
the role thet has to bo o playad
by tha sdminlstrative and politi-
eel institidtions i the aslzciicn
and. implempntation.. Wa  Have
in  mind spagially the  newly
eatabllshad Provinoial Councils,
1E the JSF programme i going
ko b2 the  lesd  projact  of ‘tha
giverprent. during tha  combng
Years, it will be the first mafor
praject after the  astablishmont
of Frovinaial Goumcils, 1F it by-
pozeda thern CItocoold  ba intar-
proted - &5 Ap o attempt by the
govamment fo. wndorming ihe
Provingial = SeunCil - strociare.
That ‘goukl Sere wiell bha the
baginndng’ - of & procees that
willl. fake the PSs alsa in tha
dame. cdifreciion . g5 [DDCs.  This
could: werd well hapsen if 'their
rola 15 not epsilad. ‘out rmuch
eiore wlearly,  despita all good
intentions  of the Prasident  to
makr tho- PCe work. e this
regard . it is the - contradicii o
Betirdsy “fHe Provinciel Soicl
Frsrmesvork dnd the - aEawar i ment

fatallls Iframewnrk wihish |5 an
gatangan Cof the Ceatre, that
stoma to be lmgorlEnt.  The

Gowat nment Agenl Sirudtue and
tha Homrme, Minestry have alcody
got @ leading rofe in the mpte-
mentatian process,
rala of . Provincial Coungilg 1=
not wery cleor,
tittithona) etructura of implamsn-
tatlort is. clearly worked. ot

walues,

Horeowat thae

Unlgs= tha ins-.

JSP might s wary woll beoan
arena wWheare wo will ses 8 con-
flict betarern i denaivad ntryc-
fure: anid & stedbture {hal i
part af - the Cintre.

Mare than tha - salacting pra-
cass the weal tsst oof JSP o will
bz iz ¢apacity to meke g cai-
tain section of the hanelicigriasz
sell reliant within toso - yaars,
This. in . fagt the most: o
ciul parr af tha programms. It
iz -an Btfampat toe Bring ot l=ase
snmie san:'.tmng af-tha pear ints
the . soonomis - madinstream  of
capitaliamy, - Howsder 5 it s o
e B erparsied that owill not
dapend o Continudus subzidias,
the scanomls . activitias genora-
ted will IWave K be o part and
paree] of thase sactors ot tha
ECoromy - that heve Aan advan-
thga for qrowth within the cyvar-
all rmodel thar iz fallgwed, * For
BRAMRID One Sand very wrill inTa-
gine projects in which  benafi-
gianeg . sl ISP will b linkad
b0 axport promotion effarks. Hew
many  baneficigdas such sactore
wwill ‘ba Bbla 1o cafer toc will ha
anather guasiion,  Bot the .
portant thing s - JSP owill nat
EBe abla’ to gparate” outsida the
dynamice “of capiislism, the af
fectz of its markst sta. Thess
suadld ulfibnately - datarming  igg
SUCCess -rRlE and whi ‘end fiow
many il benafit.
b litthe room - for sustainabla
pfojesis outsidethis avarall frame-
wiork, -Blo amount of | oxtamal
or infernal changs agents atsi-
tudindl chanpee ar  bottom-up
plaaring  aitl be -abla to by-
pass” Thase dynamios, . 1F 1ha in-
COma. ganerating  proedrammas di
not fit inta’ the daminant dyra-
mica: af 8 liveraissd | sconomy
wa il elthiel have) profects
that . will contifueally dapend on
slbsidias of a8 large  pumbsr of
Urisuccassful © projeces,

Finally this brincs Ua to fonl=
boring:. M the programme iz-a
sucoasg, 4 will have to sucoend
. eelbinn a0 cartain. proepars
tion of beneficiaries inta wialsla
IR gensrating oo ects. What
witl hpppen: o cthe genoral
poederly owdls chegauss’ of this
will lin gacthsr indicator, Fi e
Bver might ba the meault, it hos
[2 . be- monitaored sirictly  and
evaluated - professionalby.  Thara

Thers  awill

nas 1o be @ procedurs . and "a
methodalogy - devised Tor it In-
stead  whamy we wmight bave i
prapagands abeut individos sus-

cassful prajacts  anil | probably
gama  abeoigta - Tiqums - aboor:
nimber of projectss . Laaking Jar

tha ameirnt’ of “madia coverans
that G575 getting. olready;
there |5 & possibilite that: madia
covoranae  of suceossiul. projecty
might replace ‘mom professonal
monstoring..  In tha dmolamania-
fion  progeam iz, it e mat otear
whathier thara wrill bBe dne such
gt=ict =ocig-msonomic maniteting.

Cortdin Aotions - that - “paonle
themsahess will  maniter - thah
prograse- g -notowand haloful,

What wa nasd mora iz oan o lns
pact azs2ssmant of tha oeemll
progiame. & mathad by winich
wa can tndersiand ftha sonial .
procasses  that lave detarmined
tha autcomn and - noomethod of
getting Infeimation the wwill aelp

‘o oercarms the shartcamings,

These needs cinnot be svoidod
h&r faFling bagk on @ notion: of
 pooulay partlclthlun

o m—— e o —— E i

How to...

{Canttnwan framt oage Ti)

g} being fizzured ke the Fhilip-
plrg-anmmy in tha last diya
af - Masces. ar

By zplit outriaht. like the Laba-
MESE Army,  or

o eubisGt o toc s muiing and
chain af coupa and countar—
coups  lika the Bangladashi
miitarg - ino TSFE. Fesulting
in @ ultra-right wing civilian=
milizary junta which: the P
wiauld - find it owerE easy o
toppla dua to s nairow
gncjal beza. o

d¥ disintagrating fn fhe face ol
wiramiilng mass T pressiig
and’ agitathon as did the s
Rissizn miltape in. 1917
and the Arardan i 3270, or

21 aiving  rse tooaoradical et
paiseh Lrom within ita own
rnks ae happanad in Ethio-
pha in TEZE and - Partugal
i 1975, or

) menaratinganetionalist-popk-
ligt coun. of ~which' &xan-
plee ave  lagian. throug houd
the Third Worid from Hag=
<gur tom Juan Welasoo Alvec
rada of  Feru.

AT he sootinusd)
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VJ'DLENEE AHD M]’THS i

mvfnw a'f . apferﬂr

The real conﬂlct

R. 5. Pu.r.inhanafagm.n

hese thres new ieyths,

myth -dnd - the  edycatlonal meth,
bad- - ther  apoenpriate’ iles oo
Peoplo: wee e breeking from thely
fraditional - caste—daermining oG-
curpatinas” and ::P-:}klru:; nowe jabs:

thay Wwara wot it g numbsre

in. glitha - oleclions and joining
political bartics  and . movemenis

with” gueeta; and  Fheywiera joi- -

ning cehoola, a7 esnding thair
children to them,: In Hhaechools,
thay  particigated in gha rites af
examinatiome, . playing arickat and
Cdaoing sl tha  other things that
glite: schonls uaad io do.  Crickef
B R Orite of - moderniog oo Srl

Fanka is perhaps o rerehs i

thian: Soonteam!

It s dmpossible’ te o prer—Besti-
mate he padical and. revolutia-
mary - bmplsatnn- ol those. myths
coand ritas b'a socicty characterized

by foudal sconomic and tegnurial

eyetems, cand. o moeliticzl - forms
biasad ono casts and . anstocacy
= garfainly nof - at tha  asdolas
gical lavel: Thiz was ihe ravnl s
tion thet oocurred in Sil Lanka,
it took eaverd] decedes and came
into A sort of febtlon i dhe
lgta o fifties and - earky o sixtios.
The * Bandaranaikes, e SLEP,
grd the MEP of 1955 warsnot
elther the Toundars of -tha mheo-
lotlan . or ity archifsots. Rather
thie: revolution  which fock &
Iopg thne to ripem, fafl into: thair
edger and waiting hends in 1356,
I foongd koo hiow aridazpread
and deep are the belisfs in tha
¥hayva PAvth the Dot Gamipy
myth; and pariicularly the storles
and  rites of tha “Soanivam. |
wanturg o s5ay newarlheless that
the belisf in the new mytis of
paolitical agaality,  sconomic op-
portunity and ooocupaiional . ad-
vancement Sre  décp and wide-
spread. Evory political mpating.
avety éléction campeign all of
the widespread educational inz-

i “thes
ceoneiie myth, the pollical

titotions, . evary publie  oxaming-

tiar 1hat the - S Lunkan wauth

faced, avery [olraoplication: thag
BiE seit are fhe means by which
Thase  myths word - aficl lated
and:-precileeds - Tha
nEwsnasers and pamshlats, aven
the: mwgic, thoatra. and” sinema,
the bailds and folksongs fog ot
Limes, ogan - Ba shoen . e be

manifastations of The e’ ontos:

foctw, - In thia omatters« gl ekt
Dertics warn parcicidacly instra-
rmentol me cEpraading the  near
SamAsAamojara | messae:  -Their
mecting s weres shetarical deonsts
that many- attanded a5 weoll as
for inetruction, as thay did’ the
reythalopizal perfarmaness in the
past. Whe gauld  havs - ligteanad

ta B -Eolvin K. de Sika in his

heyday — awnd - thoaaht it wes
marely politieal™ Inetroction Bnd
propegandad - Hig ottocks ans the
avils af exoleiiation, clazs ap-
prezsien and ooneral ieaudlity
Wi rl Uiy as eifactive fs'those
oF el othor mythisist amd de-
menolonist ! The lafl produsod
In: Tact @ owrgat ditsraiore as vl
A% thoatre® cine Sifhaless - and
Tamil. . manifasting the' thomos
Bl o netar  mpths :

Canflict and the new ryth

Thesa three mytha than e
ahla

the Sri Lankan: masass, Sinhalose

A Famils, . dhat -defined a8 ggt
of Cexpechiticns. im B0 pong
agalitarian . and just fuluee oo

wbii Cr they had posear and ¢antrol
oo their livee. [
pasticipata cinaiactions and poli-
ticzl parties end rheir  leadars
make promizes, the walors tended
bo helisva tham,  When childran
are sant 1o achonds and univer-
sities, they are beifiy qiven. an
irnplicit pramise; fid maorg peazent
lifa, laborers life, but @
peciable™ white collar ana, with
eCahomie sulliciency,

countiezs

dhwiridlods axeant

boe oreate mnoonioiogy Tor .

Wihen - people.

* P

The i Lanks paupla dafi-
ning their atlegies Awith thess
e myEna. fullnd that, . hourerar
efficiontly. and: dedicatadly thay
porarmEd. the rites, - thay s
not eageble of liing them iata
d-justand egatitarian’eosiel axlor
of . provide thomwithe tha Jobs
amd soa arts of difa Indosditha
mors  dedicatadiy 2nd vigareasly
they performad thads new. Triios,
e mam digapnsinbing  wars'tha
resu iy, CEgonsiie’. enporutiies
for o foar of
tha uct': 6f - tha . gevernmant,
Folitical peocezses profducod o ly
a ditharont set af soll . sarving.
rasndla awhogs &”u.ts had [itﬂﬂ
impast. on the gengral welfeen,
Education kil to o wildarness.
i wrhich - employ@ent o was ot
avsilatteloeal v o lntern stianaliy.
Tha danguag:e tin wrhich ths freas
education  wos baing . imparied
oo WG making the gelr gras
duatesd ire haiblain the expandiny
wordd - market. . These = fegiums
sacimed to axist whethod a “poci-
alest’ goisrmmment of iz 1970=
7 rtypir or 8 caplialist govern-
ment axizted. Howseer, e may
havo keooma mare | cascorbated
uder thei latast dovernmonta!
sesiarn — as Mewdon Gonusinghe
had mrgusd’ {1984 Tha natr
cupitaliam intracised by the- L s
what may el tirmad © Cbandit
capitaliam’’ - spoms to0 haval in-
areazed the exisiing. frustrationg
rricd " e aE T ey,

Fanec] swith 1heas intoisrble
comnitradiclions, the messes wero
ready for anything.  Tha ancisnt

myths and o the an&ent - -ritas
cruid DR raspscitalel ot they
rat had new msanimgss They

cwerd not belng dstd 1o claonze

the polity. of  an alien and pol u-
ting “enary, - BUE B @ ommans of
croating economic and - patitical
opportunities o thosa © whoss
dreama- hieve bern thhwartad and-
whoae ‘myths and antclopias -and
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'~ gainsaid,

the r:tés ‘that put them into
practice had become fruitless and
- frustrating.

The first time that these on-
-~ tologies of frustration lead to
- violence was in 1971. Rightly

one must ceonsider the JVP re-

bellion of that vear as a quest
for ihe fuliiliment of the dreams
nurtured on the new myihs.
Thousands of young men, edu-
cated and .Unemp'toyed_-or under—
employed, k'ept ~in oppressed

social relations of caste and class,
and seeing no hope of liberation

- even after a “socialist’ govein-
~ ment was elected, look to vio-
lence. Their movements were
- tactically.  innocent . (atlacking
_police stations) and ideologically
“simple minded, but its deep roots
in the new myths canhot be

the primaordial ‘myths,

Anuradhapura.  lts founder how-
ever was wise to the uses of

the Dutu Gemunu myth and the

Ruhunarata myth and used it
for his own purposes.
not forget that when these young
men ‘and women
militant action, thousands offthem
were slaughtered too. And sadly,
their tactics: have not become
wiser gver the vears and neither

is their ideology able to acknow-
ledge the complexity of the so-

ciopelitical scene in Lanka and

‘Seuth Asia.  But thatis another
story, - : s L
_The ontology, to “continue

- Kapferer's terminciogy, that resul-
ted then was not one in which
ancient myths were being con-
~ tinued, but one to which a

number of new myths hadimade.

importani centributions. V:ewed
in tais wiay, the people of Sri
Lanka cease to be fixed entities,

international social and aconomic
conflicts.

_ Tie confiict then in Sri Lanka
i5 between the dispossessed or

rather one should say,
energized with ambitions
dreams and dispossessed ;at {the
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those

planatory

At too sought to use
_ but-it s
foolish to think that they were
seeking to create a monarchy in

Let us

~resorted to

“into: Sri

‘ Raberis,

- and

same tims, and those w:th power
and privilege,

The violence is
deflected and expressed against
the minorities, but the conflict
is between other forces and
representations.. Indeed. since
1987, the violence is no Ionger
directed against the minorities,

“but against those perceived as
It is not that Kapferer
‘He does
“acknowledge in many places the |
importance  of class and caste;

oppressors.

is unware of this.

of economic oppression and
contradictions in'the explanation
of recent Sii Lankan'social_pro-

cesses. Yet these “'contradictiohs
and trznsiormations’’

Cand  fury
of class politics” as he  calls
them,

structure ;

redeem the work from the charge
of an unwarranted idealism, The

‘anthropological pathos secems to
take over and off he goes looking

for demons and sorcerers,

It is important to politicize
demons, rather _
politics and investigate how the

“fury  of class politics” gets
transformed into heroes, -devils,
and wvillains. - The masses of Sri

Lanka, paruculariy its youth are
demanding the fulfiliment of the |

ideals of the Europgan enlight-

enment which included the notion

{as ‘Jatika Chinta-
introduced

of equality
nakarayas miust note),
Lanka

tives over the vyears,
Kapferer's Australians are doing.

The idea and practice of social,
sconomic and political eguality

is a strange one for South Asians,
“hut once
and enbedded in ontologies and |
‘practices and institutions.
dangerous to seek to thwart its |

; : : : fulfiiiment
their consciousness forever filled

with primoidial categories, buta
- willully modernised people, trap~
ped in ihe realities of local and

‘it has been tintraduced

it is

Heferences i

Guhasinghe, Newton. 1934.
Economy and Its Impect on Ethnic
Relations in Sri Lanka™

Committee for
ment).
Michasel. 18 .
~ahd  Elite Formation
Cambridge University Press,

Rational

= de_\;fe!opment_
‘- Insofar as

‘in - the

are not used in the ex-
They: are
merely used to dssplay an awa-
reniess of these factors and to

than demonize

in the forni of |
Benthamite and Marxist perspec-
just as

“The Opsn :

_ _ in Sri Lanka:
The Ethnic Conlflict (Colombo: The -
Develop- :
; : ~the ruling elite to guard

Caste Canflict
(Cambridge:.

- Root-cause of. . .

: 'fConrinued from 'page I-Oj -
ventlres mcludmg semng up of
project in  Tibet.
India is concerned,
friendly relations and economic

. co-operation betwean Nepal and
| China will certainly augur well

in creating # peaceful atmosphere
2 region. New Delhi is
also anxious te improve relations
with China and therefore, can

_have 'no objection to Nepal alsa
- doing so,

However, Sino-Nepa-
lese co-operation does not have

.to be pursued at the cost of
Indo- Nepalese:
usly enough, the Nepalese Gov—'

relations.: Curio-:
emment  does not believe

this policy and is determined-"
to play one neighbour against
another in securing its own ends.

This has only aggravated the

tensien in the region. i
After all, what is :N_e'paS's‘ ‘

-demand from R

India?

2 Special ties

- According to dlp!omahc cwcles,
the Mepalese draft proposals aim
at ending: the age- -old specm!--'_
relationship by opting for a mo.,t L
favoured nation wade regime”
with trade to he condurted in

foreign cunency instead of the
Indian rupee. However,
same time it wants border trade
to be exempted from both. This.
one-sided deal would only cpen

* the flood gates to massive smug- .

gling of Indian goods from across.
the 1700 km-long open horder,
as also encourage trade malprac-
tices and  including on paper
‘goods which would be shown

as exported 1o Nepal but not -
sent across. e
A percepti-ve section of ‘the

Nepalese intelligentsia which has.
been closely following the game
plan, is conscious of the stra-

‘| tegies to perpetuate the privileged’
“status of the Royal family. The

public at large also do not blame
India for the current impasse as
they still value its friendship and:
traditional ties. It is now for
stself:'
from the consequences of its
fciilss and poss;bie cnn! rnterest

- FT! Fear ure~

at the.



“DAUGHTER OF THE EAST”

An guthobigearaphy. by Benazir Bhatto,
Hamish Hamifton, Londan 71938

Maoalan Tiruckelvyam

Jo PO Taylor  the - English

historian onee weate hoth
[ispgriens and  Riggraplhors - use
fictivrie  Imelbasnsl devices 1@
preduce  an iMesion . of  reo-
ity The  bBiograipher relics on
the FHoran ihar Be <en o rocap-
bure A man's - character By litar-
ary shali and o fmaaication. Tha
hiztorion welds individuats into
a composite | pidture fo which
their  individunl © existROpes © ara
suberdinatad Whon Bamazir
Bivatto wias spproached by frisnds
and puklizhiers e writa a hook
on the Bhattaoara, - she o feoed
thie chaoico of o - higgrephy  of
her fathar Tulfiker  Ali Bhuito!
b Can autobiogeaphy o of anmes
one whose  imaoitanl pelitoal
© pattles wara still tn he foogha',
Hanezir: vesiztad the latier “chinlog
baliaving  that euicbladgrsphies
ware intsndsd to' be  reflachiva
arnd  reltrospactive, wreitbteny in Lhe
outumn. of ona’s e, Publishers
howrawar, . predailed  yoon her to
writa her own story A5 gopoa-
ed Ao that ol ber s Bather. . The
sloey is larguly, ong of pain, an<
guizh, and etrungls @n ane  of
the mast troematic chaptae’ of
the froubled  history of the zub-
Condlnent: Banszin folt’ that the
eI EBxparienca of rooalling and

recording theda  svants  wauld
prove: cathartic. .
Tha boak iz stroatured . difs

ferently From  canwenticnal guip:
biographies. & keming wilih o ihy
guent thet tormentied  thae o fagrer
veaie of har lifa the' exacution
af har father. The last mesting
with her fathee ow@s o Dis pris
gon cell ar Rewalpindi on April
3rd. 1574,

B Neelzn Tirochelvam,
fuedr  frogr Srf Lanks, s
it FPakisten | recoadly A
memiksr of 8 group af amd
nant ‘pergong  fronry - 34480
countrice abzandng (e Pk
amentary Electicns, :

"Why Carc way: Choth Chera”
iy fathor savs from fnside tha
infarna of his call. My nmather
s ok ansvesr. e thisl the
Bast  mocting?  he o gsked. My
mather . cannat. bear fo answer.
“fahink se™ P ose’d. He calls
for the Jail Superintendent. . I3
this Elvr loet mesting™ iy felhar
askad, YRR eamas the raply
“Has the date = bern - figeds'”
“Tomorreear tnasining the Suporin=
tendant eays. AL whal timet
At B islack) actqiding <o1a
dJail S ragulations’ " Mhen i
you srepeiva thiz  information?”
“Last might'™he says foluckin.
iy, Howr much time da | Bawe-
witf rvy Tamlhe ™ 1 dalioan - hour!!
“Unclar jail. tegulations  wa  dre
entitlad W an Bour”. hoo soya.
“Half”" ilie Bupsrintendant’ repa-
ats, - “Thipse ara  my Grders’”
Half-an-hour,  half-an-hour to 53y
grad. bve (o tha. pargon whaom
Ioleved  most  more then army
gthoe in my lifa. The pain in
my thiest tightanad: inta a wice
| must: mot crvc o Fmust CoRnk
braak dowwen ond  make  fathee's
ardusal cmaore  difficoi™

Draspita her courege anal forti=
tude Bonazir  falt  deeply  sal-
nerdbla. The bond  that bBound
ber to- Zulfikar was e wwhich
was dasper than thar  botessn
g dnofing fethar who kwished hia
love o @ devolod ©daughtsr.
Zulfikar - wes  ber  political in-
teflaciuai guids and mentor Ha
led nulured  hep paolitical  ine-
tinats, - flred ~ her  imanination,
sheped her ln his own imaga:

har weauld 1 do owitho
him te belp me | asked him in
his weath esll, 1 nesdad ki
political. adwics, for &l that |
hald weaye degrass in  Gavern-
mant, - Harverd and  Ohxfand, - 1
wigs not a politician, but what
could ha - =zay? He shregoel
halpleasly.™  During  the oedrly
hourz of April dth, 1979, Fuili-
kar - Al Buhite  was - exécuted.

Thee pain was' uphearable, © ond
B pan - of Benazle <iod with him
She writze, 1 Yalt  somzlctaly
emply that my life fad bzoen
shiaerod™ ;

At the age of 16, Benazir,
“Pirlcy’aa she . was alfocion-
Rrely callad in whear of lizr com-
plexion,. wez sdaitted  fo o Rad-

gliffe Callege. e mathar  sst-
ticd Ras bn kRer room ot Elliat
Hull, and - salcalatad tha laca-
tionr of Mecoa, an. that  sha

wiould kaow inowhich diraciicns
to prey. o Camaridge har achaci-
miatas  wena then s undarstand-
abby-ungwiro of the Bhuitaos, Sha
ralished bar’ yoars of enonymiiy,
“Hera T owwas  fras far shes firgt
ime 5 she soya. She cshed. the
wErrr, wwaolian . s3lea - Khamedra
fihed with silk that - her mother
bad - affectionetaly (aft for - hox

genl rezmaiged - i jeans  and
sweadt shifts from - tha  Harvard
Coop,  Bha left her hair  arow

lonn and flettered when frisnds
lanad har ‘tn. Joan Basz.  Sha
sonsumed gallons of appie aider,
patronizad  CBrigham's - [ceckeam
Pa-loar whara sho woolfad pep-
FRIMLAT Cicenraam cones  sprink-
led’ with “jirpmies', Cloasky those
wweare the hapalist years. of here
lite. mha played weith Frigoaz  at
Herraid “ard shiopped at Filans's
Basempn!, awd listened ta the
Iyrics of Potor, Paul and Biary

But these were alsa turbalent
vesrs, and she plunged  hemself
inte the anti-war moverant and
masched ot rallies &1 Bosion
Commons and Washingtan, 13,0,
s caoght, “her fiest bl of
tear gaa’. 3ha  was alsg in-
flugnced by iha feminist mova-
ment Bnd read awidiy Kate Kil-
Int, Gemnnlneg Greer and the neer
ferminists. *In Pakisran' she savs,
I hawve bean amongst the mi-
narity whoo did net ylear mar-
riage. and femily sz their pri-
mary goal. At Hamard | was
dmongst ‘8 seq of womsn who
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felt unimpeded by their gender
as | did. My' fledgling confi-
dence soared and | got over
the shyness 1hat had  plagued
: .my earller years. '

“She dehberated on the choice
of an academic major. She had
- originally thought of ¢ studying
--psychology and related subjects,
but became squeamish at the
prospect of the desection of
animals;
light of her father, opted for
comparative government. She
learned the distinction between
political and constitutional legi-
timacy in Professar Womack's
class on  Palitical Scnenca

Terrible events in Paktstan be-

tranquillity of her secluded aca-

demic life. In early 1871 East
Pakistan began to command
waorld’s  attention; the seces-

-sionist struggle by Mujibur Ra-
human and the military reprisals
that fcollowed it. Your army
is barbaric’
cused her.
“ing the Bengalis.” “We are not
killing the Beagalis” she coun-

tered, her face blue with in-.

dignaticn.  Professor
a public lecture on ‘War and
Marality’ in her junior years de-
clared, ‘‘Pakistan had denied the
people of Bangladesh the right
of self determination.” "That is
completely wrong, Professor™ |
coriected him, my wvoice guive-
ring”. “The people of Bangla-

Walzer in

desh exercised the right to self-

determination in 1947 when they

_opted for Pakistan.” There was

& stunned. silence.

Despite her brave protesta-
tion, almost two decades later she
reviewed these events different-
ty. “How many times since |
have asked God to forgive me
for my ignorance. 1 did not see
then that the democratic man-
date for Pakistan had @ been
desplv violated: The' majority
-province of East Pakistan was
basically being treated as a
colony by the minarity West.
- The army, the largest employer
in our very poor country, drew
90% of its forces from West
Pakistan, 0% of its government
- waere filled by people from the
West. The Central Government
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and much to the de-

the classmates ac-
“You are slaughter-

~she should

‘had even declared Urdu as our

national lapguage, a language
only a few in East Pakistan
‘were  speaking, thus further

handicapping the
competing for jobs in  govern-
ment or education. So, no wonder

~they felt excluded and exploi-
ted.
‘Harvard - to understand that the

| was also too voung at

Pakistani army was capable of
committing the same atrocity as

any army let loase in acw:han

population,

Her flrst-exposure to interna-
tional diplomacy came with her
father's
the

Security  Council debate.

How many do vou think will in
- the  Security. Council
gan to cast a cloud over the

condemn
India, Bhutto asked his 18 vear

old daughter. “How can they
not,” she answered, 'You may
ba a good student in interna-

tional law, Pinky, but | hesjtate
to disagree with a Hamward un-
dergraduate. You don't
anything about power politics.”

Her meeting with Mrs Gandhi

did not prove io be a3 memo-
rable as she had hoped it fo
be. She had deeply admired her
perseverance, and her steel de-
termination.
reticent, aloof and terse.

My nerves were also

ths fact that | was wearing a silk

saree my mother had lent me. Even
though she had given me 4 lessan

in wrapping yards of material secu~

that
-t would sudden]y unravekb. ... Mrs
_ Gandhi kept &n staring. Perhaps she
~was recalling the diplomatic missions
on which she had accompanied her
own father. | thought to myself,
was the seeing in me the daughrer

rely round me, | was nervous

of another statesman, was sha re-

membering the love of a  daughter
for her father, a father for his
daughter.

Where did her fame and ruthiess-

ness comg from? She had defied har

father to marry a Parsee politician
of whom he did not approve. Their
martiage had not worked and they
ended up living separate lives, Now
both her father and her husband
were dead — was she lonely?’

She graduated from Radcliffe

with . a cum laude degree dand
was rewarded by her fathsr with

a Yellow MG convertible. She
- pleaded =~ with he¢ father to
allow her to proceed to Flet-

cher &chool of Law and Diplo-
macy, but he was adamant that
yead: for the

~at Oxford, : er
- who was paying for my tuition
- and expences. |

Bengalis in

| see your presence
visit to * New York for

~every porial of
~enter.’

" portant

- know

But Mrs Gandhi was

unsettled by

would prove effective

She was so small and frail.

PPE

“|t was he after all,

had no wvoice,
and | was a practical person.”
When she arrived in' Lady Mar-
garet Hall in the Autumn  of
1973, her father wrote to her
“] feel a strange sensation in
imagining you walking on the

footprints [ lefi behind at Oxford

over twenty-fwo years ago .. ..
since | was not at Harvard, |
could not picture you there
through the same camera. Here
like mine
in flesh and blood, over every
cobble of the streets of Oxford,
over every step you take on the
frozen step ladders, through
-learmng you -
She joined the Oxford
Union to please her father, but
made it one of the most: im-
focal points = of her
Oxford vyears. During the thiee
years reading for the PPE, she
had been elected Treasurer’ but
been defeated in  her first at- .
tempt at the Presidency. She

~returned for a fourth vyear for

post-graduate diploma, and  in
December 1976 was elected the
President of the Oxford Union.

.A_shy mtrovensh teenager had
been transformed into a matura
and  astute politician  imbuged
with a passion to restore de-
mocracy to the people of Pakis-
tan. But doubts continued 1o
persist amongst  her concerned
countrymen as fo whether she
s the
leader of a nation of one hupn-
dred million. Would she bind
the pations wounds, or prove
to be imperious, intolerant and
contemptuous  of  her associ-
ates? Although her political ins-.

tincts. were clearly sound, -did

she have an adeguate grasp of

the details of governance, the
perseverancs, the toughness of
spirit to make hard policy choices
and carry them threugh to ful-

filment?z Will she listen to wise

counsel, or prove imoulsive and
erratic as her father was some-
tfimes prone to be? -

"The auto-kiographical = tradit-
ion in South® Asia has in recent
years been in a state of acute
dec{me Few contemporafy lea-

(Contmusd on page 21)



5. 5. A,
SOCIAL SCIENTISTS ASSOGIATION

125761, Mawala Road. Narsheopita,

Colombo 5
Publizations T - ' Prica
Thy Altermsetives — SOCIALISA or BARBARISM :
Callagted Writinos of &1 5. dr Sive Rs. 200
A MEDITATION ON GCDMECIENCE by Gansnath Dbaveskers e e
CAPITAL AND PEASANT PRODUCTION ; Az 200

Etud_ir.:s in tho TCantinuity and Diecontinuily of
Agrarign  Stroctures in S Lanka

ESSAYS ON THE SRI LANKAN ECCONOMY 1677-1983 As. 250

ETHRICITY AND SOCIAL CHAHGE IN SRI LANKA Ris. 100
falzo o Siekals and Tamil)

FACETS OF ETHRICITY IN 2Rl LANKA s 200

Bepem Seres:

Mo, 1 Kinsmeri of the Buoddha: Myth az Paolitical Charter in
the Ancient and MMedieval Kingdom of 31 Lanka
H. AL B Furawardans _ Ha. 2

&8 Fometten Aspect of the Felationa behuween ‘tha
Sinhalese and tha Tamils — A, Lipendgamage ! ; Hs, 30

A Gajabahy and the Gajabahy Svnchionism: An Inguiry
il the Relstlanship between Wiytlt and History
Erarritiath ﬂ.!.'n:!r‘ﬁ-:f:.’-:r.rc Bs. 20

4 ldealogy and the Intarpretation of Early Indian Hmmnr
Aovrie Thapar % Rs. 20

Secial Science Review No, 4 on Studies in the Social
History of Sri Lanka [includes the following) e T

Casle & Social Channe in Ancisnt S Lanka — PUVCR. Karenatheks -
Keralas in Medisval Sri Lankan History — A Lhanagamege

fapectz of Soclel’ Change 0 50W. Sr Lankal 1700-1833 — O 4. Kotalawsels
Aeligion & Paolitice in: Kandy 1814-32 — K. M.IP. Kulscekors

A Mote on the - Metale Updilng of iBEi—.&“apfm- Vimaladherms

the Casta Problem in Modam Sri Lankan History — 2. 2. Kennangars

AVAN ABLE AT LAXE ROUSE BOOKEHIS OR WRITE (fOliTHE S.-E'A




I.AWSONS

for prompt arid. effectwe

il Rid your premises of
- TERMITES {white ants},
g - RODENTS and ALL ather pests,
g Make good use of LAWSONS

i professionals who have many
years of expertise and use only
environmentally approved
chemicals.

LAWSONS also specialise in the
I fumigation of Ships, Godowns,
il _ Containets, Stored Commodlty
I il products ate:
"} I.AWSQN PESTCONTROL I.TD
% W 7 [iIndustrial and Structural Pest Control Spemahsts
in Technical Collaboration with Groves, UK}

330 Galle Road, Colombo 4. Tej: 587863, 587634,

__YOU GOT’EM — WE GET’EM” :

o Computensed meters Car hie summoned t0 your ¢ doorstep ey
et No cail up charae within cttv limits * Veh;cte dccess from selected stands

nother Antken Spencé Serwce _




MORE ABQUT RUSHOIE

A Satiric Stage an

Craig R. Whithey
LeMnoH

wh ngtand, whare we boast

of frap specch.’ sgoms
to diawe decided 1o let Ealman
Ruzlidio: rot, end o formet B,
tha British o plaweseight - Hadrard
Brenton laments inahe foreward
to A -menr e olec andd - Tardg
Al hawva  wrnitien - in suopare of
Rushdie, the beletnueied author
gl - The Satanit Yorsas:

The play  began '@ - nine-day
piy - Wednasday o night  at o the
Roval Court Theatre; which haz
hizzd @ =azurity gsrvics o saarch
handbags  and hriefcasas . awven
thipugh Aushdia: ez not &t the
BRI TE,

The apthor  haw besn  hiding
updder  British palice’ proteciion
sinte Felwroery, when Ayatallah
Khamolni of -lran denaunced his
book as Blasphemous 1o lslam
and offorad & eward lor his
AseaEdination. - .

Al a frignd of Rushdio and
lika him: & prodoct. of tho Mos-
lerm  culture of ‘the Indidn suks-
conlinant who amiqristed to Enn-
land, eriginally swanfed Lo oall
tha -~ play & Mollah'e  Might
Qul,” ;

HTha theatar rmanegemant
thought  the titla might  be a-hlg
dodyy AlF o seld. and 5o They
ehanaed it to Hranlan-Mighis"

ofelt s aught - to do sames

thing in suppart of him," Al
axpldined, reforring o Bushdie’s
plight. “I'n the: United States,

they"ve had public Toadings of
fig wark. In this country, &l
there wes a sort of phots op-
portunity, a fawe writars delivar-
ing 4 lattgr to  Mrs. Thatcher
on hia  bBahalf,”™ ha soid refar-
ring  to o8 protast  dalivared  to
Primna . Miniater  Margarat - Thalk-
cher. ;

Brenten cails it & "plapilekt
af & play, Bt the audicnee swarms
by raceived all 45 miduies of
it in the smalf thoater \ednes-
day nighk

Aushdis. Viking Fanguin, thea
publigher af hia book, and Kho-
meini arg &l lampooned’ with-

odk o much |1ul:|t|l:|'1;.r but- wiith

wiit,
“And what: vag tha Liaspha-

my#’ . Baks the Caliph  at iheg

baginning of tha play
“Notoone o knows" C Bngwaa

Scheberazade, 16 wWas & haok

that  pobody. ooold resd,™
© Tha orer of the playis what
Brenton: calls 2 'the culural eri-
sls writhing (e Islamic. pommu-
pity,™ Ttho - collision T af on. ans
cient  Eastarn - faith -with - tha
secular waolues - of the modern
setern. world. ot amall |-

land i Satan'=. thrall, whosg
two -quasns - sat on 8 single
thicne.'

And tha drarn.qtu:: high point

ie 4 -closing zpaech by Seliehe- -

razada - (Fiana Wictoryl;

Wine coam weqdarstanc Heee faio

OF 1le pelsaner and Hre poor
Wha frawe fled from Aaks

T sk i the Wost

A nowRere inlthe raim?

Whe ‘wan waderstand our main?

It moas. an:
A miraeis
1hal gnly a faer-1ave gone famatls
Thar omly a8 few
Rava .afart the Satanic
Tharafars the miore Befio soeak ol
Tha Baifar,

“Wlele pretly I:rltlczﬂ of tha
liberals i this country whao'va
baen  runming for cover and deg-
perately thdnog 40 appeEas the
sUppossdly outraged fealings af
the Islamic faithful,” Al gzaid.

Hia msazagse #a that fslam has
4 Folarant, ricaly  human o side
that tha fundamenialisl  clerics,
in- Britain and . In - fran, - have

pbacured. for reesang thal haye

nathing to Ao with rellgion,

“Thetchar, i her first public
vernarks - ane the affair since [ran
broke . diplomatic  ralationz - with
Britainy “owgr it in March,
an - East-Whest forum  WWednasday
that  she  had - rejected callz to
céensar. 'a bopk  like tha ona
writtén by Mr. Bushdie, which
broka none af oor lawe™

"leia'mugr nevar ‘bg 8p arag
whara the government has dls-

told !

oration, Thauzhar

r[s e
muat gluwayvs act within thalaw,”

The foraigy rnisiztar. Sir Geof.
fray Howwa,  eaid  batora dran
braks ralations that many Bridsh
readars of tha. gzak had fodgnd
it: @z affensive ag hoslams Thad
but - emphasizad that - Bnain
wiould . s1and ua daro Busiidis's
vighta of freedom af, zaessh,

fieT )

“"DAUGHTER OF. ..
{Continced from aaye T8¢

dera hows hod thao tomzorament
nr tha talant 3 record the ex-
pariancga or raflect on the maore
endacing - influanzaa on thely
livazs. & fewr whne hava wanfy-

rad have shown litila  capazity
far =alf intrazpaction,. and theif
rmatmairs  have aofidn basn  jn-

siaid, coloutless aosauats . werit-
ten |no pedastrian stgia. Far of
tha explanelinn for rthis 1']‘==|_.I|nE|
rests i cogiinuing  erasion. in
the Fntell2ctual eontenr. of poli-
tes. Mo lengsr s poltics con-
cieived' primanily in Iorms of a3
striugglo owir ideas, or grogndad
Firmiy in the belief in tha wli-
mute pawar of ideda to  trEng-
form sccial realifv.

The relazsa of this extraar-
dinary  biocgrephy an the eve-of
Benazire alactoral wictary |5 a
publishing svant, without garal-
Ial 'in the  recent hizstory. of
South fsla. [ois & rlaeply pars
gonal and sandid  acesunt domi-
natad Ly years caf o detention,
axile, and 1he {ragic doath @ of
hiar father and hor brother, &
iz ity slmply and alagantl-,-
Bt unprelentiously.

Bendzir-Bhutta  inharited. tha
political  mantla, indamitable spl-

rit and charisma ® of ‘har mar-
tyrad  fathar. Onoa again tha
dastiny. of Pakirtan and ©tha

hopas Bnd sepiratioong of its cli-
varee paaple bacema insxtricably
intarlocked with that of & =has-
rismatic and articulate Bhufto —
g daughter of the East,
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' Meet Mrs.. Rushdle

Caryn james

e A {ier a bcckstcre in Wachmg—'

on sold out  of Salman
Rushdie’s  “Satanic Verses,”
Marianne nggm s new novel,

“John Dollar,” appeared in the
window., : ;

"t vou capn’t read the hus-

band’s book.” said a sign above
- the display, *
‘Under

normal circumstances,

such a condescending link bet-
controver-'

ween the brilliant,
sial husband and the second-

best wife would be outrageous
to a

and offensive, espema!lv

writer with ngglnss Iemtnlst
concerns, (55

But Wiggms was amused and

cheered when she phoned from
- her guerded hiding place and

heard that story from. Terry
Karten, her ed:tor at Harper &
Row. : =

Her - reaction seems a Sma!i
symbol of how abnormal every
event surroundmg The Satanic
Verses” has become.

When Ayatol[ah Ruhollah Kho-

meini's death  threat  against
Rushdie sent him and Wiggins
into hiding, her identity seemed
to vanish under the neat and
-nearly anonymous formula used
1o describe her: Salman Rush-
die’s wife, the American nove-
list Mar:anne nggme

For moet people, that bland
shorthand  evokes the barest
trace of curiosity. Who is Marian-

ne nggms? Is  sha anycne f
shcu!d kncw?
it turns cut

that she is a

woman  whose childhood was -

conserva-
head

. shaped by religious
tism, which she atiacks
- en in “‘John Dcl!ar"

Her Ilterary career whlch wasf

o cbout to be given a huge push
with het new novel,

promctlcn tour cance!ed

"‘She is a s cmzen Who

has scarccly been rnentmned in

2

‘read the wife’s.”

-and men -

~fore organized religion t
up. in her fiction as _the great
eyl s L

her own
-an early merriage and divorce —
Wiggins - has a grown daughter
. ~—she wotked as a stockbroker
-has ‘been 'ln the ear[y 19705
abruptly  halted, her own book

daughter

pubhc statemnnts bv lhe U.s.

writers’ groups that have rallied
. to support her hueband

The contreversy, of course,

sirrounds Rushdie and not his
“wife,

and  career :
as lrrevccab!y as her husband’s,
- seEmMS the aii-but-forgotten vic-

Yat nggms whese life
have heen altered

tim  in

“The Satemc Verses”
debacle R

Her flife W|th Rushdne is rela-

tively new. They met when sha
moved to London four years
ago, and they married in January
1988. The 41-year-old author's
pre-Rushdie life had its own
TR vers:on of cu'iural drqma

She grew up in Lencae:er,
Pennsylvania. where her father

failed as a farmer and - eveniu- : '_
When

ally committed suicide,
Wiggins was a child, every Sun-
day her father would preach in
a conservative: Christian church
founded by her grandfather. It
was, she told Publishers Wee-
kly in a recent
Bible- beating,
of church,” called “the First
Church of Chiist Salvation or
some long thing like that.'”

When she was 8, Wiggins
Greek
Orthcdox religion of her mother.

was' baptized = into the
“1 left those wooden pews for
tooms - full of itons and incense
‘tobes,” she said.
It would ba years, however, be-
‘turned

Until “John Doellar.”

face, though not the depths, of
life and times.

When her first novel, ”Babe

8ppeared in 1976, she and. her
to  Martha's

moved.
Vineyard, where she tumed cut

: t:o_n ey
constitute one long, wry, savvy

interview,  “a
teactionary  kind One g
~Wiggins's

_ gins’s hreakthrough -
50,000 copies, much mote than

ngqmss
wiriting closely charted the sur- ;
“hint of
After

: 'Wei!;

“been exceptional,

 THE ARTS

two more novels — “Went South™
and “'Separaie Checks” — and

a highly esteemed storv co!lec-
- “Herself in Love. They

look at motherhood, divarce and

contemporary. women i !ove

"Separaie Checks i pubhshed-
in 1984, is a profuse, cockeyad
lock at three generations of
women in one family. Their
storics are written from a8 psy-
chiatric: hospital by the heroine,
whose mystery-writer mother has
named  her
Wiggins tweaks religion in her

title, which Ellery lifts from a
Mel Brooks movie. (A waiter
at the Last Supper: *“Are you

all together or is this going to
be on separate -chec_ks?'f).

And Ellery offers two thsories
why there are no men in ber
stories:  “The first is that males
born into our family were ex-
posed at birth; and the second
theory is we ate them.”

One of the many oddities of
current  position  is

that her most artistic novel —

- which happens to be short, ac-
- cessible and ultimately shocking

— is ‘being pitched as her mcst :
ccmmermal ; ; :

Long before “The Satanic Ver-
ses” erupted intc a  political
crisis, Harper ‘& Row was plan-

_ning a campaign that it hoped

would make “John Dollar’’ Wig-
it printed

usual fcr_a_i:tt!e_-k_nown novelist,
and planned advertising and a
seven-city tour, There was no
' _exploiting  Rushdie’s
acclaim. b :

-k is too soon to know how
“John - Dollar” will seil.
Though Wigains's name 15 'in
the news, early sales have not

offered restrained praise,
the kind  of -

- not
wild emhusmsm :

that se!ls booke

Ellery McQueen.

Reviews have
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Naipaul’s 3rd World — The Importance
of Being Negative

lzeth Huszain

Tha fraguent  borowings. of
Shiva: Malpauls books: from
the - British Cpuncik Library sun-
gesits that haoie ana of ke
mos] papular of English-languaga
wiitirs In S Lanka iesta, Thia
has to ba rogarded B & rathar
god - cultural’ phenofrenan, . a8
b is 8@ = relentlessly igh-broaee
Cawriter, whose wirltings | further-

mora cdra fraquanliy’ deproszing

to read. . Perheps - the - explans-
tion far Rz papulagte 2 othat
he iz one of the oy vaprfaw.
wiitera “wihio "ty cto tell the fres
about &H Lanka #nd -other THird
Wioild couniries, and Cthis ean
b expectad to intsrost raaders
who are deeply concermnad - aboigr
their societies  Shiva  Nalpsul's
pepularity’ minht “be redards=] oz
B sign of coltural hedlth 2mong
the S Lankan inieligemsia.

Howewvar thera g .
rigug limitations inhig writings

vuhich tha Bri Liankan readop
may -nof notice, Befare  dealing
with' thage - mitations, -t hoe

ta hig declared that he iz car-
tainly & awritar of gulie  qxosas
tiorkd® gualite:” His- first taa
novels, Firetlias: end @ Chip-Chip
Gatherers,” aré. among. tho more
distingpuishied swarks ol Englizh=
lAmguano o fiction . ginee " the
Sdoond  Wvarld WWaf,  whils Chis
third novel, in & Bot Country,
which iz really & palitical ‘teasr
in the guiza ‘of fiction, iz a
wark  of aormbire podvei.  Ar far
hiz ' non-fictlany: writings, they
gertainly  Gonslilotes & fare crs
tigue of the  Thiph World.  He
is one of the  most, intaracfipg
wiitars of English ‘prose sinca
Geargea . Dewell, and ans’ of tho
baat, But all thie iz not seving
mivch 8 be dis not' 2 great ar
majar: weriter. Tha  provailing
culture doge not permit greet
wriling thass days.

Some mistoncagtions: havs to
it beogot oot of the way before
wia procead furthes, It iz some.
timaz ‘maid fher -his  writings

BOME S

EARLE:

Movolist - V.5, Maipaul s
planning another travelogun-
novgl abour dndip.  Withoot
disclesing ita thawme ke told
the  Pariz daily Liberation
that his furfrgnt Ineerpst in
India was to collest  ma-
terlal on  the Maxalites in |
Bengal, the “Shiy Sana in |
Bombay and  tho Slkha in
Punjalk, He [3 hara after a

Fivg-mionth  stay  In Jodiz,
Mr. - Malpaul,  whase  winw's
on Indla and o orher Thicd

World eabnecios  have feen
veldaly =antestad, feels thae
B norelist’s dascriptiont muse |
riake his readers  praduzily
discayer Hall  the BipEcty
mf 2 reality.

ancourage westerndre - to laok
down on - Affo-Asidne.  Perhaps
the ‘raca memorr " of  barbarian
Fwasions and subliming]  anwi-
etics -about boing overshelmed
by hordies of  Black hrown  and
yelowe  dollowa, “eould  make
some wwastarnere . gloat
reading: Maipodl oh  tha  horrors
of “tha Thitd World,

But there iz liltle or nathing
i Meipauls writings o - boost
waztar. - gelf-gstoom. . 1 o his
writimgs on thas awast e foous-
ged jusD as much on the nega-

tive ‘A% when he o ezcorlted . tha
tha Third \Warld socisties © This
can be meen in funers| of A
Foape, legacy of @ repalution

yPrertugaly, —in  his . pigces o
Earl's Court- and - Brislon, snd
Eartculady o hull-apd  Livar
padd, whare . he  swas hosrifled
b vha cultural il whatd® e
colled “darkness af mind™’. &%
far hia politicel stance. ha was
cort¥inly C not o prosswecstan. o Hig

ridiculed tha Invesion of Grenas -

da by g 15 which Tor decades
hid shown & great daal of dos
mocratic soruple i daaling sarith

while

the right-wing dictatarship  af
Papa Doc Duralier, And he was
critical - of Aeagan  for  baing
prepaced fo go o the Fhilip-
pings 53 sldte” guost of Moo
alter “the  Aguing - azsgzainatian. .
Hu o na weayw pandorad o vegs-
tén raclsm, and tha  facr  rhst
BOME WESIBFN B may - read hip

with racigt’ ralish " in  ng [
detracts fram the valuo - of hig.
wiritlngs,

Ha ' -igi.alan . orificsed for

Imoking at tha Third Wasld from
A Ensegbially o owsster o ovigwrs
point, Thee tast  hara i wheshet
the perccptions of the pacples
of the Third YWerld about . fheir
2 Countries differ widaly from
those of  Maipaul. Linforfunatesly
thera iz no  way. of applying
thie tast 83 fresdom of opinion
is - not aflowed - in tha  Thifd
Warkl countries, apert From same
Latin-American  couniries, India,
aml o very few others  Eiga-

whars, anly. tha Blata: spoaks
and the test i sildnoa
But wa tin make an adi-

cated quess by logking Bt othe
casiy of M win's Byrma: by all
Bccounte. of thaose whno ohaermed
i at firat hand, & grim o place,
Had Maipaul gained  entry  Inra
that eowitry and  obasried  thn
THurmess  way  toogodialism,'
ho, wonld cacainly mat o rave
bran. tomplimeniary, And equally
certainly. he whgd - have ‘been
criticized for failing to  gndar-
stand. the “Burmozs  way 1o
sacializm?, 8 casg of “raltarnoe
tivi development™ trying 1o biing
abaut a hannonious wiay of lifa
congistant with - Burnme's Theatas
vada  cultiine, ©auch - high-tomail
abjectives, it would fave  bean
s8ids gannor ke jidged oy even
bndarstond from & yroealy ma-
terialistic westeln  perspective,
But aftetr 28 wears the  Burs
mese peoplo gave thair wardlel
by showing & prepiaredness 1o
div by tha huadreds and  (hog-
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: exti:r-pate
the =
One suspects that
- perspectives

sands 1o
forevermaore,
to socialism.”
- MNaipaul's: __wEs1_em.

on the Third World are often

identical with the Third World
people’s perspect.ves
rﬁadé

A mare serlous pmn't

agamst him is about his nega-
we have al_ready_
wriies:

tivism. = As
nated, even when he
about the west he goes for what
is negative,

for decay and death, suggest-

ing that there was something

 nectophiliac about him. Perhaps
the ~ psycholegists would  call

this a case of  “inverted ag-

gression.’” He casts a  baleful

eye on Third World

homrible they are, and then in-
~verts his ¢
to -other horrible places where
ke himself suffers horribly. Read-

ing him one feels that he could
from Johnson's

have profited
poem about the young man
who goes for wisdom to the
hermit in his ~heavy cell; The

poem concludes with the hermit

saying “‘come, my lad, and
drink some beer.*” - =

However, our n'o_tiné ~ the

psychological problem, if indeed

there was one, does not dispose
of ‘the point . that there is a
place, and an important

“lism and in . lterature.
~has one of the characters in his
novel “In a Hot Country’ say
_“many journalists come, spend
a day or two in the five-star
luxury of the Park Hotetl,
aver cocktails to one. or
people who, more often  than
not, are hostile to the Govern-
meni and what it is_trying to
‘do. Then they go away and
pass the most unbalanced judge-
ments.” One hears that kind of
‘thing too often. Or this, “‘Not
~that | am denying there's cor-
ruption.  Buf, then there’'a cor-
ruption everywhere,

outsiders to take @& negative
-approach. You seem interested
only in the bad things.
evements.”” All this should be

24

once and. - '.'f‘alutary for

Burmese w*‘w‘_- i

fotussing an

like @ wvulture going

societies,
writes aggressively about how

‘aggression by going

concentration  on

He noted only the
“ ignoring all

one’
too, for the nsgative in journa-
Naipaui

chat
1Two

~and to that
limitation. The point is that they
be _dlsmissed for

_ _ isn't there?
And this, “It's all too easy for

You
don't look at the positive achi-

shot to pieces  or
b:ts euery dav'

Wo ‘must recognise 1hat the
negative in

the

literature, &8s in Engllsh salire

- frem Ben Jonson, Dryden, Pope

Swilt and Byron 1o Wyndham

- Lewis. in this century, has its
value in serving a corrective
and therapeutic function. The

_point can be made alsc of the
- focussing on the negatwe as- -
- pects of socisty in the bourg-
sois novel with its diapason of
criticism of the bourgems 300;3!

order

But it W|ll bﬂ'
Naipaul was notwriting satirical
poetsy  or satirical . fiction. In
his non-fiction prose, he  was
engaging in a form of higher
journalism where a onesided
the negative
has to be ftaken as showing
bias and lack of judgement, In
answering this we might consi-
der the case of Tacitus, grea-
test of historions, who in writing
of - 1he post-Augustan Roman
Empire was selective and biased,
negatwe_
positive . de-
iater

the
velopments which made
historians  write ~ of - the

critical  {unction exercised by
tacitus and other Romans like
him, the great age of @ the

. Antonines would not have: fol-
lowed. The specialists i
negative can say with Swift that
“they write for our amendments,

' We have

not our approbation.
to acknowledge, of course, that
such writets do not give us
the whaole truth a_bout a society
extent there is a

should not
being negatlve

Commg. to his Iimitatiohé, we
have to note a superficiality, a
lack of analytical depth, behind

the brilliance that coruscates in

much of hig prose. Possibly this
is the consequence of his being

Third World. pat- -
riots who want everyone to be
chiruppy and cheery while all.
around them people are being -

blown to  and later of the immigrant

.ohiéct’e_d that_ _

And when

: two
centuries of peace affer Augus-

“tus. But perhaps, if not for the

80 much. the outsider, for he
was an outsider in more senses
“than one. He was.a -membet of

the Indian minotity in= Trinidad
i~
nority in Britain. To  some  ex-
tent he was the cutsider in both
societies, and from the outsider

& cettain astigmatism: might be
©expected, And, of course Naip-

aul was wvery ‘much tha out-
sider when he wrote about Third
'World cou nuie_s'.aﬂ_er- brief visits.

Sometames ‘the outsider
produce dazzling A
which the most striking case is
that of de Tocqueviile who wrote
his masterwork  after only 11

_can

months in America. But usually
there is a lack of depth of the"
sort we find

: say, in Tagore's
Towards Universal Man, or Nirad
Chaudhuri's great Autobiography
of an Unknown Indian, which
is  probally connected with a
sense of commitment to a society.
Significantly, Shiva [Naipaul's
writings on India  show what

~for him is an unusual depth and
wholeness, !
~was developibg @ sense of com-

maybe  becauss he

mitment 1o the land of his
forefathers after several wvisits,
“he  wrote of -the
community in which he grow
Up, in hi_s- first two novels and
Beyond the Dragen's Mouth,

there was. ‘certainiy no lack of

depth. But too ofien he ‘was
the _outsider.

_Some of his limitations have

probably to be explained also
in terms of the peculiarly
jpoverlshed cultural  matrix from
- which be emerged. The
n the _
~nidad was breaking down with
. a drift to wuiban

im-

agricultural community of Tri-
: Feg areas as a
result of Trinidad’s oil-weaith,
And while he was still a youth

the annual family or communal
get-together, the only

form - of
community he ever knew, of
which there arte excellent ac-
counts in Beyond the Dragon's
Mouth and Fireflies, also disap-
peared. Thereafter the Indians

. knew only the cosmopolitanism
“of Port-of-Spain and other cities,

as a group that Was becom;ng_ .
atom|zed

To be continued)

‘insights, of =

Indian
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