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TRENDE
PRIVATISATION ON

HOLD?
Prvatisation of state
ownad business:  under-
takings, an IME  require-

ment for continued assiz-
gtonce, 15 fikely to be put
an hold, the [fzfand 18-
parted, gquoting  informed
analysts. . & trial anampt,
the Bi 100 million puklic

issue of Ulnited Motags
Limited, a = Government
Dwned Business  nder-

faling, waa not working
out despits 8 heavy ad-
wvarlising  campaion.  The
public wes not rospan-
ding, Of only Re 30 tnil-
lion worth of chars sold
the bulk had beanr bought
by the state-oawned Insy-
rance Corporation,

[ Tha repert. quoting ana-

bysts. said that without
raatoration of peoace in
Sri Lanka it was unroali-

gtic fo expect the ipuvas-
ting - public To put their
mondy into any  business,
gt alome in & Govern-
ment eponsored  privatis-
ation drive. .

[ A Govarnment appoin-
[ ted Privatisation Commis-
sion,  now  Gitting,  was
likaly to regommeand par-
tial privatisation, informead
soLMes said,

VARSITIES — NOT YET

Liniversities will not ba
re-opened il noxt year
the Highor Education M-
nistry and the vics chan-
callars hawe agreed.
Among the reazons: There
ia noorecord of the nom-
bar of univarsity students
wiher have disappearsd, 2
Sunday newspapsr raport
said,

A P.C.

-President’s Psace Gall :

- not averss te changes

PrﬁlﬂldEnL [, Promiadasa opan-
ing &l Party - Conferenca
{APEY atthe BMICH on Wedneeday
moening declared that-he  wEs
not averss to change if o such
a changs was fo bring  forth
dagired  resulta; TMatw sslutions
ahould ba found far the new
probiama  that we  faca. “'Let
us gzl 83 wa progsed in thess
deliberations, not e weddacd o
ideclogicel pogitions end polinies

which e ferl compelled o
uphatd. Ler s rather in the
split - which  hag hrooght  ue
foggether, search for tbe aolu-
fiang  tRrovgh  the procass  of
U= wfimiogus- In ‘this - exercize
wee shall pob seok politival -ad-

wantags for oursshece But swaork
with sinceriby, muotosl frost and
urrdurstanding.” he said.

The Freeidant addad that he
abhiorrad wiolancs - and bslisved
in mon-violence. He said that
hir wishad 1o make - special
appeal o oall thnza cutside tha
vemogratic - process hoooreturncto
the mainatkaem, to join this di-
alogua  tne  jointly seacsh o for
golutions o tho countsds prob-
larris.

Mr. Fremadasa obsenead that
grievances, sulforinos and fres-

freticny could nat be sot sight
By risuring too wviclange,  They
must Lo identifisd  wnd o remiEs

died,  Tho  way
wis pidlogue. vl

of demaocracy
g coniident
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that svith' todav's frech  begin-
ning Bnd Yo cosoperation we,
could - owvercome the prasent
crisia: aod . ewmablish  national
reconeiliaiion ™y tho Presidant toid
the BY - delegates.  of - the' 21
poiitical parties - and-groups that
alfended the conferenca.

Preswlent ¢ Premadaea  furthar
safil:

“This i indesd” § hizlorc
ootasion: - We' ars ‘el here as

represantatives of palitical partles
and groups. We gra al eEszem-
bied hare for threa purposds.

Firaily, to sxpress gur com-
mon degiva god soliddrity - on a
callactive seacch for 2 viablg
eoluficn 1o the  preblems
violenae -and unrest that
afflicted all our peopla and
ervelopad our - mothardand. e’
are nol hem o apportion hlame
1o Anyoni

Lecondly, o cansidar  and
endiursia the modalifias thal hawe
mmerded. during our  Cinformad
cofnsultationz lapding 1w this
miting todai.

Thirdly, io mrake & determined
and oencerted  wifort. ta  bring
those  that  ame - outeide  the
muingtreim of [politice  into the
demoCratic procssd, o restora
paaca, ta  strangthen the  cluil
admtinizteation and the
e, to  introducas
raforms and promots siabilify, —=

hawve

of -

rula of
atraciural
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Al wf us prasant hare  today
Fiaie oor pedie poditicel idsniitiss,
1§ ig trua that wee diffar in our
Ideciogies, raolicies and program-
mes. oWet, owe &ia a8l agresd
an the omont need for peeca
and  atability,  Our endeawvauor
should be o identify  The basic
principles to which &l - parties
and gmips can subscribe with-
oUt sompremising their rospautive
idantiting  and . policigs. It s
aur cosire fowark with o open
mind insour search-for a aclu-
tign. el shoold =trive 1o iden-
fify  thi: rool ceedzes of this
canflict: and remady Them. Mo
purpose will be served” ih trdd-
tirpy  the. symplams,

It i% elsar thal wea aAre  con-
Frppded cwith - & withopal - prisis
wnilgrmining our sy of life.
anid (he wery foundsgicns of our

sucety. Dur demacraiic valuss
and Cinstitutions . Rave  hacoms
targets. | Wa coupld effectively

meet these essaulis by choosing
damoeratic mathods.

g are a8l mesting today to
put  our o hiesds togethsr and
coflactively werk owt an o effoc-
piva solution. | feel confidant
ghat  iwe  o8n owarcome  this
crzig. o owof long history we
bave gone through &nd . sormo-
unied much mers critical evants
and eplsodas. Dur  pedple  sre
deoply religious, peace  loving,
non wialent  and  democesic
Wis have a8 moral obdigation 1o
yiratect e

As wou -ara Bware, Lnis Con-
farenci - hes  bean Convened
to consider the many propd-
galz  that  hava been  made
in. resplva Ehe presant  orisis
Saveral | polilcal  parties - and
graups - have meds epecific  pro-
poeals.  AllL the political partiss
and. groups whoara  reprasontod
gf this meeting, have ploced as
their first priority, the pessation
ol winlence and (he restoration
of pesce and normeloy o oy
country: There is (otal  agrea-
miond among Bil of us on - thia
isaue. .

| thank you for the several
gugnesiens Bnd proposals  you
heve made In wour Communica-
tinng and in your dissussions
with me  Lob 1S -give  sefious
coegidsration 16 1hem.  When
the disfogua we ara leunching

Z

fadey g0 set in molion,  mode
witws BAd mame approacboes will
omrerdes  We cosld aa intoall
of jhem collotively  and hopo-
Ty, aeark owt a faueilda aoiu-
tien,

Wwhen | oessumed offica nine
monttes pgo, | made a solamn
daclaral L ihat carnsultation.
compromiss and congsngus wottld
be “articles of daicth i my #oa-
duct of State alfaire. 1 hewa

reitarated  that solomn deslara-
ton without res=wations: | hava
congiztantly  sounht o apphy

ihose principles i the search
for =olutions to the problems

Loktar

THREE TACTICS

[ wwrite ‘ofn & Iophe wehieh
| feal that not anlr e Tamils
of 5 Lanks must knowe absoul;
unt only tha pecpla  of 51
Lanka -muat know aboot. but
peeny tha et of the world

musl  koow  ebowt,  Hamos |
pegquest that o yooo give it
the  piominenca it desorees,
A e HEERESE biganst

boast in OctfBow, 1887
wiies that they will blackan
Raiiv's feage, Hawing tried
and failed they  are now
ragorting lo inhuman tac-
iice hoping to derive tha
sama results. | They tried
thyes different taceics and
airoet suGseded o the
firat vehide Failed missrably
in tha pthar twor—

(&) They purpoesly plam-
| ned the -atkack in ‘tha
croowded market srae of

YT, -8 cthoroughls wn-
gueriila fedtic — Bmoawning
full well that isocent
people will definifely geat
kifted, Wall, they managsd
| to pull their -tdck and
get some farelgn. pepers
alac, withoul realislng the
back Etoga drama; ko cal
[t the “indian May Lai'’
| (b But @t Mannar. the
LEKE.F w fire back inta
the Hoapital from sarhich
ihe L.T.T.E. was attacking,
Bt the [LP.E.E.  did not
retaliaie  and o valigntiy
chiose deathl [t was a
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air catintry iz facimg They
epitormse the damooeatic  8RinE,
pluralisim gl eiews and the sthic
ot pive-and-take. which era s0

witdl te make  our democratic
GyEtom o wnrk,
Wou will recall chatl revoked

the Emsrgency as 4oon =& |
ageumed “affive - anil ordarad the
ralease of ovar 180G persans
hald ~ in custady, 4t iz in the
ears -apirit that | omade savaral
other intiativas aimsd At bing-
ing back those outsidethe main-
stream and ending blondshed.
A5 waus B mvan: sime have
respordled and othars ave nok

dizipal  exposurs &nd 3
fipp’ far the LT, T E-

fe) The land mminy sxpla-
sian At Trancormales which
eilbedl A fawr pivilians did
ot chisk at a8l Hawing
tiwad witlh the LT T.E:
and walched them arow
with™ “their growls and
whines wo cen be summ
af nagring many mors of

thata | PALF. Btocities’
Lat thoee whn will soon
hear of ‘sash  Inhuman

incidents be warped and
net o be foolod,

2. Another unaxpiainablelap-
gg: The ER.LS5 which
is supposed to havs boen
the puobhc . mouth plede
of “the LE7T.T-E. &t tha
Parliamentary elacticne
and gfter, bad vaprassad its
opinion aboul  (he pre-
capce and withdranal of
tha LEKF: in Mayor
Junathis yaar. This wez
counter by the LTLE
position And  showed that

onde of the' Moph and
Easzk had thair reservd-
tiona on. Ctha CLPIEE

withdrawal, But why did
the L.T.T.E. weait for all
thiz time to reaci?. Has
tha L.T.T.E. decided finally
toincluda the ER OGS &lso
i g hit o list andd show
publlcly ita rabid  faseist
blood in thanw

., K. Shanmupanm

Aneipanthy,
Jafina.



A.P.C; Sri Lanka internalises S
the search for solution R0 N

-Mervyn de Siiva

heAli=FParty Core mnnafa Pl

wihich npened /L the Bandaras
fikike AMoegarial  Halkan Sopr
57 T - T - first Beriouy
past 1987 atiempt 1o 2anaiiuct 4
nELonal consenses, T thenesd
far such 90 comscnsus] Thees e
harl iy any disaarooment, Frosident
Jipeinidrdene convenad Ceuch  a
confereanus tuwo yeors befora he
signed the Jdulby 1287 ~Paase
Agoord”.  He eought tha suppoit
af o brogd’ nitional  conssnsus
that woold strengthan his hand in
negutidting a sattiemant with tha
Tarnils on the ethnic fissps. Bt
Sinhatw-Tanzl differances proved
o wide  end  the AFS spdn
ool lapsed.

Lnder rooan i lpdian diplho-
raatic and mil itRry prossare Jayo-
wardsne  had oo option but to

Bityn i1 Ditmcrat agraentent Wwith
the Indign. gowemimept avar the
heads of the Sinhaia people, and
tha LTTE. Though iy tha circuma:
tances . guite - wndaestandabis,
Uavewurdena's  isearst CpEgtsy
withaut any attampl 10-congult
tha majority Sinhalese  and a0
conssnsual becking o all, Tenky

agoravated the crisis, oxtooding

the area of vialant canflict 1o the
Sirihelese so1th.

raced swiifhvan even maore bAr-
rovariieg cand el -percasive | crisis
that thremens o tear the island
crumder, plonging it perhaps inio
Eotal @nirzhy Apel barkansm, an
armbttled Fresidesid Pramadasa is
trying to demonstrats thet nisown
magic. formela of conaultation,
compromigs and coryensge  oan
work, “Vihatawsr his orin TEEIONE,

How guickly the LS5F and CF chanped thelr minds

once Mys. Baoderanalke

arcided  to p:rtitip\&tﬁ I the

APC, and ow rudgly they Ioft their erstwhile partner,
the ME5SF, in tha bitter gold. The Trotskyice N3SP
naw joins Pie, Mibal Perera D0 ) P to become a two-
man  baycott brigade, if you don't eount e, ¥Wljewoera's

J¥ P which had

not  halk
If- thare

faranee’"  weill
secuilty  farces,

pation" throyph

abigrye thg
bir=  than
{Zinhailal pzrtiss.

ignered Praididents Premadasa’s ‘Peaga
Canfprenca’ with utter Indlfference borderlng on contempt,

Tha IVE DIV know full
the tough reprassion of the
had bBeen 8 coasafire howesver
short-lived, - tha VP may have considered ‘token partici-
By rpathlsers, or
But for them, peacs talks while the rodlltary onslaught
EoRs on iF pot an exerclis that ean bhave thele suppoait.

On  the other slde of the eommunal  divide, the
LTTE has deciced to ba Tolseryers'’, koenmor porhaps 6o
behaviour ' of the EPALF-TWLF-ERTS com-
study the moves of the major opposition

that the "Peraes Lo

well

bonwr ey poarsonned.

Arn egually signifieant and parallel devclopment s
what ~ looks  Hike 2 revised timetabia for the (PES pall-

BLUE.

Evidently " if Mr. Ranjan Wijsratne czprassed Hle

gatisfacktion at tha Beslgrade sumimit when Fr. Gandhi

mada & new offsr to

cormplate  the

withdrawsl by

Dacember, probably eoinciding “with the Indian genercs)

alection.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

the all=Parry Conferenoe ia -prob-
il tho wore fast.chinos to save
Bri Lanka from ‘going  over ihe
BLOLE,

Though the changas of auccess
may b alirm,  the AFC iz alan (he
first zerious efiort tn intemalise
the zaarch far & solntlon G0 2
probienrwhich 1the ethinie conflict
had externglised.  Iyothe procoess,
Incdia had Azzsumed & major. cven
cammanding role in SriLanka's
affairz,

Evdr Hinee e togk office in
January, N Premadasa hazo le-
Bipured with simgle-mindsd detsr-
rnindtion and agai st heavy ddds,
to limit Indian involvemeant. Henoe
his “ogening’ to the CTigers'
which of course mads - Daelhl
furious.

Vel rereh Tess chance of sue
cess, Premadasa has also Lhsd o
ey el fhethe JF bl he G i th
s Tamil couritorpart, thoLTTE, in
tha mistaleon bglic] thar the fwe
situstions dre compors bl 1L fook
P vears of  Bottaring byl tha
rmighty Indian Armoy  to conwincs
tha LTTE thet for all - ite provan
rasourpefulnese o muariille fight-
ars, its cadres neadad a ‘braather’,
It vege the LTEE wehich mads tha
“gpebing ™

Whan the IPEF finaliy deaves
— saonsr the bettar--the i Tgers"
could perhaps retover thaie hgee
Hnasselabde palitical-rmitan do-
mirange by the nofh e ressonehle
catoti afion sipce e LTTE fs i anly
lersing . e, —whike | 1he EVBLE
governing 1hd narth-ciest, is losing
crelibility. The mors the EPRLE
conscripts  Tomil teenagars fror its
“Citizens Voluntser Foroce™ and
trainge them in spscisl cermps et
pp with Indian hals, the more the
EPRLF iz agan in Tamil aves as
Cethi'asurregate and (o Sinhalase
&ves BB Indie’s cantras’.  In tha
nazst maonth, the  JNMP - has taken
quite & hesting tram the Sri Lanka
Ao, The: WP tol nesds A

=



hreather byt the SeiLanka aimy
will mot  do Awey.  Soit Has
to et the Ay off Teobagk
in other weays: Public gpinion and
political pressure #re- Itg  main
WOARON 5,

Either becauso cerfain sirate;
espaaially the youth, within esch
Sinheia party sre sympathelic 10
the JWP% ultra-netianaliet ideo-
Togy wr ot of sheer fear of: rapri-
saly by ar organisation that cxocks
in coercian Bpdd - teeror, the majar
dipposilion patties. take  up the
JNEs pause yis-a-wvis the arm.
This is frue of  irede urions and
professional organlsations  bog,
Thair comman platform 15 hiumen
rights.  The attack is or the army
andits extasess. swlmrn in fstt
miach of the indiscriminate killing
and the brutality is the work of
shadowey, un-named mililas.

Tho swelling  chorus of oppos
Eition criticism creatss @ dilamma
for Pragident Premadasa, He hes
basn keaping a line opan ta the
JYP through eertain prosJMP
politicianzand ermgll partive. His
~gnft"”  attituds fo the JVWP, &
sharp contrast to the tuah fine
of FPresident Jeayvewardens, las
ncii made  kimn o populiar with tho
drmed forces,

when the VP mada the strate-
gic mistake of threatening  the
familics ol those soldlen who
did mot oult the army by
July 28 tho. anniversary. of the
‘Indo-Sri Lanka Aceard’, the iy
capturad the maral hgh grodand,
It waszallsot to launch s mas
sive anslaaght on  “subversiqves',
Pramadaes had to chioosae, |8 was
howaver -hia Primes Minister, M.
b, B. Wijatungs. who wont on the
alr todenouncs™ faciet-tarroriste’”,
a tanm  fevoursd by President
Jeyawardena. Thowah he has not
beEn B marcileze in his werbal
aszaults on the JWP, Premadasa
has g baan compelled oo stand
by g mrpy oy

Framedasa has bad (o retreat
an-the political front ooo, Five
apposition partios who argus that
the presidancy is part of thig prob-
lani-dernanded the zetting up of &
“erowlsion el govarnment'' dnswpers
abile dirseily to pariiamant.  The
constitution thay said ehouid ba
amandied o transfer soma of the
Excoutiva FPresldent’s powars to

4

Parliament.. Fremadasg cannot
teke-the threat lightly, sinco
Impartant. Cablnet minkatars
are far from unrospongiva to
the oppozition demand,

Aarleulturs Minist=r Wir. Lalith
Athulathmuodali  macently extalled
the virtuos' of pardBmentary go-
warnmsnt and thert proceaded 1o
argus - far the Fight of goveinment
MPE to B Csecet Ballot” an o witil
natfianel issues and “mericrs of
conscience " The oppasition which
hes e comblned stength ol ane
hundred §1040) in e house 275
{taia twenty  five} neads  only
tiftpen rebels to: defear the go-
wverfrmanl. &t a seminar held gt
the same Bandaranailee Hall o
aent Ith. M Gamini Dissanayake
ihe Plantotions Minister said [
thesconatitution has to be changed,
lut ithoppan. & ifw Presidency
has to ba abolished {or he sdkn
of paace, lst it be so. Mo party
digzipling -shauld  hamper s in
tha aserch for peaca.”

s typigal move, Pramadaza
has put the “‘provisional govern-
ment’” proposal onthe confarenae
agdenda instuad of confeanting
the Gpposition an 20 issua where
ORImion.  PUrfEnis  are running
againet him.: Mrs Bandarapfika
willuzg the confarance s bt ge
she cén {0 publiciea the pro-

REWE BACKGROUND

vizsionel governmant  ides and
mnbiliza  puplic opinion: Only
Mtz Bendaranaike’s pissana wils
requliad to make the APC gxer-
ciza aredibla.

Lpwittingly India oy anti-lndea
propagandists may hava hslped,
At the same saminar, - Indis which
penally daorinates any discudsicn
ot tho current eolzis,  wes hardly
mentioned. & lopely EPRLF
Epokesman, gresiad frog-
1y by thooagdience, was given
ghort sheilt by (e chaiperson.
The EFELF man's guosiians wers
ignared. Theamti-Ipdia senflmeant
moy hawva had something (o do
with tha repoit citculating a1 ihe
higheat levels of both the LUNKF
aned tha BLFP-that tha “Indians
s trying iorseboiage (he con-
farence,”” Dathl, Apparently, wes
moi ket an S Lenken attampts
to salve 50 Lankrn problams” as
i top SLFP eF comulained bitterty.

The JVF helped Premadess 1
defaat Mra. Bandaranaife in order

to gvart g change of roogime  that
wiuld  hawa  lagitimacy.  India
helpad  Pramadaso. for  othar
raaznng. Ewvidenthy Dslhi now

wanis to thywart and de-stabilisa
hirm, Bui, Premadasa and Ban-
daraneike, have made common
cause i ihe intarests of anatinnal
tin fact, Sirhala) consensus, et
lgast: for  nows

180 Days Credit for Imports

gign' af ‘&ri Lapka's  plight

i5 that the governmant is
hevipy ta  finsnce’ imports ol
wehoat, sugar, rley and fusl on
1E0-day. tetters of credit, Suppli-
grs - are demanding thet offshore
farvign banks independsntiy con-
lirm that payment will be mada.
Imporers of non-ezsential goods
are being asked to. put up a8
100 par cant =sash  marghng,

Ar busingsa cirdles soe i, the
halance of pavmentls snueczsis
prutting. an rcesistible  pressure
on ithe QOVEENIMENY 1 coms to
terms awkth the  Imtuenational
IWonetary Fund, Do IMF mis-
siore lefe 10 daes oo - withoot
an  agreemsnt, and epathar arri-
wos o in 10 daye.

Tha 1MFE 15 witholding f 537 m
drawing on  strustural  adjust-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

rnant facilite wtll S Lanke an-
tare maw commitments, Payment
arn this would unlock S80mM mare
in balance-of-payments  Supoot
fearn the Waorld Bank and newy
i From wasterm donor nations.

Same hard decicions hove al-

veady hegan taken. The Prasi-
cleg’s Jahasaviya  programms,
inwalwing a8 Bz ZEM-z-month

(£44) pRyment for fhe poarest
famities, mas heen  shelved  for
thie wadr,  Alond with  another
walfare programme - for midday
rmeala; thie two woold-hove cost

Re dbn for THES.
But tha mpat difficult deci-
sians. Am&in. . The  ramoval. af

subisidies on wheat —end flour
could push ugy ths eoRt of A

tCopdinued o page 1)



JAFFNA SCEMNE

MEWS BACHGROUND

IPKF enmeshed in tangled Tamil web

David Housage, raports on fears of 8 bloodbath

India withdiaw her dor-

Ce
oag

from morth Sri Lanka
white safeguarding thair horour
gnd prestide in & way that iz

the dregm of governmenta . axt-
raiirigy thomsslves fram' 8 mesey
sHudliond

Im he Jaffra pepinsula,  the
heartlond of the six-vear Tamil
conflict for a ssparsfe  state,
faaling®e sre toun  Botwsen tha
longings - for peace - of an axha-
uetad people’ and  the fears that
tha departure of {lie Indion froops
wifl Be the prelode o ancthar
T

Evarywhers, the flai landacepo,
oriss-crossed by & maze of |a-
nes o ibat provide ideal cover for
guerdills  oparations,  bears  1ha
soars. of the zavage  flghting.
Houses remain fletsned  from
the  bBombardmant  of (he res
by the SriLankan ammed Iorcas
Qs b wEeare Boe — inowehiat noss
seums. thot™ distant period be-
fore “the arcival “al” the lndien
troope and when India was =il
loaked on &5 3 hanefastor, Bue-
ned nut vehicice have beenioh
o Fust

Irv the strevts of Jdatfng towen
and b ihe willages there am
fod paung  men e ba secn.
Sarme hines  feft,  Dthars stay at
home to ey 1D gvold conscip-
tion  into onew o teediacbackad
Civilion Voluntesr farce aor ths

Counter-prazauras from tha Ta-
mil Tigare, the most poverfol
ol tha Temil groups and  the
one still fighting for 4 Tamil

gtitir, Many middle.class profas-
gionala — enpinetrs, doctora, - @c-
countants — heve sleo  laft.

Frclar officoers
it 1he  =innas of
Jdaffia towen  boasts the one
Urdversity in the country that
15 e, though the  =schools
are clogesd. In the: town and
suburba regular pairlling by the
Indian Peacekeeping Force [IPKF)
meana thet there ama not o the
extremisl * Binhaltes  movement,

rightly  pwint
“nirmsloe.

the JY#, impozes an tho south.
But far the lagtals weeks-Jtaffng
has  boen  Dblacked out &g
ninht bscauses VP gction. far-
ther south hes resulled in powear
CLITE.

But the hopes of  pesce, -ds
axprazsed |0 ko scars of con-
flict, are olisct by the prepa-
rations for continuing war. Ra-
fatlans batwaan the rival  Tamil
tactions — EPRLF. LTTE {Tigars)
and ERDS — have been poisonsd
by Teuds "and  kiflings. In the
cetlre of Jeffna; the EPRLF and
ERCIE tiwo of the groups which
heve aoraed o participata In
the  demodretic  procoss,.  goard
theair offices with  stone . bBerr-
cadee and machine gun’ posts
das though tils were Beirygt,

“There Are. more weapons in
bhis aras vhan bafors the aceard ™
Eavs Mt V. Balakirmsr tha zsc-
ratary of EROE, refering to the
Inda-3ri Lanka accard of  tawa
years aoo awhich provided for
the laving dvwn of arms. “Weo-
porns wilk Be S A pormanant  [he-
Torinm aur SO

The EPALF, whoze socretary,
Mir. &V Perumal 1s Clisf -
mister  of the Indlanssuported
north-east provinzial council. has
been  trylng ta bulld op the
Civilign Volunteer Force in [art
o protect izelf from  reprisals
By the Tigare:

In noarby Vadaramatehi  dis-
trict, stronghold of the Tamil
Tigars, the Tigers have steppod
Ui Arned patrols and eftacks an
the lndisn forces in tha past two
manths bath a5 a way of da-
eronstrating their power to thair
ari Lonkan rivala snd of driviag
the indians oot The  timing
SOincides swith thelr undarstan-
ging with  President A, Prama-
dasil- en accoleresing the Indians”
departiire,

“H India just pulls out therg
will ba & bleodbath,™ amps 5
sanior membar of tho Tamil com-
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rnity, He daes not  balieve
thate Rl be geoce withouot the
Tigers being . broughtinta  an
agresment, But the  Tigam re-
ieci Andian proposzale far 8 cap-
cillation committes . awmong e
Famll qroups-and refuze 1ol
Slopgside Mo Parumal  whom
they wermia “guisling®’.

A5 an organizetion which can
halp the Tamils  achieye thair
political goals of deealer @ute-
nomy -and  provide [or thair ae-
curity, tha Ipdian  Peacokeeping
Force hes largely eoken wp s
cradii. The |pdlans  wara el
camed woomany Tamila —excl-
ding  ihe . Tigers — whan they
areived afiur the hammering the
the Tamils hod tokan from the
arl Lankan army,

But ths Imdisns hawve sufferad
the unpopuladty that comes o
foreign armiss fighting  dirgs”
wilks outside their frontieos As
a Hindi-sp=aking anmwe, thoy have
fourd it hard too wip EBeerts and
mindz @miang A Tamil  popula-
tion.  They should haen Rad mare
andersianding. with the sommid-
nity e tried, for imstance o
get yaulh feabirs togather™ zavs
Dr. K. Theivendrom, the head of
the' local Aed Cross. They al-
minat cerdinly made & politics]
biunder in putting their weight
behind Mr. Porureal swhase supe
part 15 confinad to the esst apd
sehose EFRLF iz heted  For jds
bruai msthods.

What the Indlan force has
beon able to do iz o eliminate
miny of tha Tigees™ senior cad-
res. The Tigers ara a much
depletad guerrilla group  which
ig incressingly relving on child-
van cAfed teppnagers inCits opera-
tions.  Bol the indians will fog
Be able 1o leave  honourably
unlesa tha Tiaers allow tham 1o
do 200 Egually the Tigers, should
thay aver come io powar, el
be dopepdent on thaie nortbery
neighfmour,  The logic af (he
gitURtlen i that ane day the
twe sicdes mgain sitdoswn To falk.

5]



Nationalism and the
in Sri Lanka

Yiolence

Bruca Kapherar

inlence in is.  BXBmMe
hurmapity- annilileting formm is

the “order’ of lite in prsswit
day - Sri - lanka, fuguished Sl
Lankens Trom Al walks of  ife
Bt intelloctuals seperiaily, arg
axploring the ronts of its thma-
mic  and are quastigning  tha
wary  nafurg - of thair social &nd

polifleal werld
far aome - underlancing - ari
Lapke -appeae 10 DB in the
angnized throsa of gilfi-destrus-
tion,  Tha following: is [rtesyd ad
as & modest pontrilution 0
diggussion, 1t 12 stimulated by
g racent evaluation by Profes-
amr Perinkenpyagam of my book
Legende of People Wiyths aof
giate but ho (ka8 by my o
soncen for the present  Bitua-
tion bavn. of a land gesaciatian
weith the cauntey Howewar, .l
chould stress  that e Lankas
phoht 5 of ganerel humon con-
cperr. |t raispavital TeE1eE about
violénow, which is  pressni n
gll humon socleties. and oo
i should be approachud by 2
gociglogy  BEmaitive 10 the vty
parscnal humAn {ragedias chaa-
tad n its Anger, In othet LT
while what | have to- sBy 13
specifically veliwemnt ta 5l Lanka.
tha wiolsnca, which Sii Lenkaina
ara pEpesiening con cast  linht
an wiat is o sadly O wary burnan
p nanoEenai,

In his revienw of Loegends of
Peaple, Myths of Slate, Profes-
=y Pajinbanaygam akes e
pppartunity o prescht iz o
understanding of  the  FRctors
uncdarhying  and moljvating 5
Lanka'& orisla of wiplente Siron-
gly economistic 2nd materialist
in orientatlon, he echoss  wan-
veAtinnal  sociological  pETSHIELS
tives, \ong iried o Sl Lanka
gnd  clsewhers. Paraphrasing
what | ses w0 be Pevinbanaya-

ThHe wwriter is PRafCEsGe of Anefire-
pologly, Unaivarsiy pf Lol

Thiets i Urgancy

Crisis

gam's  argument b INtOTpracs
thiz wlaience as being he eko-
rossion of frusiretions  horn of
fundamanial cantredictinne in. the
fabric of Sri Lanka's palitizal
economy.  Changes wrasght 10
the catoniel  and post-caloniel

parinds  producsd B rangs of
eejualitarian sspirationa {7 liberdl
mytha'y whizh wers coniradic-

ped i fhe padl pslations of cluss
andl othgr  Crraditiopal®”  bome
inegualities, Thiz is a8 apparaich
wiith erhich b Bm 0 e ificd

Aoreamant | and wehinh wEs 0

fayne - measure Assumed. in Leg-
ande and even, somewhat back
hendodly, gokeowladned oy
Perinbanayaganm,

Monothelass, Fernbansyidam
sontends that Legends |s flawsad
and  limited because 0 pais
gcent attemtion fo tho “linerel
mytheg™. - Thess, he  says -urée
more crugal for comprenending
the curient vialeny —orisis  thin
the natianalist myths af  the
gxploits of suuh herees as Sin-
hebahu, Yijaya, and Dulugemunud
pacounted in o tha  Wirhawamsd
aned in & succesaion of ater
chronicles. He dismisass OF
reduces the importance 1 dktech
t Zinhala Buddhist undsretand-
ing of evil and of thes dbrnanis.
anad to ritual prectices of EahceTy.

ParinbEnoyayam  ighires tha
tact that bLegends is NOT die-
cred o BTl undarstanding o
to an explanation of the . present
crisis. althnugh 1t dods examing

safme ofF ihe forces ineohied in
guante  (the, 1953 - anti-Tamil
rioys, and the war By the Sni

Lanks State aoainst Tanil sepe-

ratigts]  progeding  the  wialent
turmail - of today. Legends
takes as its gencral  problem

the idealogy of nationslism aned
the closely connactod questions
af ethnie communafism, idantity,
and ethnlc discriminition. Thees
cantrel problams undaniably form
majnt . alementa i thoo present
sitwation.
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of

! Proaf,. Pefinba&nayigam's Goim- I
ment appeared in 4ha dunc ist
and Juas 1Bth Is=sugws of this

| jowrnsl — Ed

ELEPHANT'S TAIL

Parinbanayagam soys 1
havae oniy caupht held of
the alephant's tail’". This
may ba. But at times in
recent 5ri Lanka history the
tail, ridiculowsiy tiny though
it may ba, appesrs o cont-
ol and ditect the alephant.
The =zeminatien of  this absur-
dity scems o me B be highly
partinent to  the direction  anad
dynamic of 5ri Lanka's escelating
vinlencs, By streesing his Clibaral
mytha'' Perinbanayanam has nat
en much caught  an cieuhant
Az behoved bike some  self-alle-
nfted ostrich which  hides  is
Fead from the  dreadfol reality
wihich owill devaur it Legensds
ig corlsinly pot fhe swhole pic-
ture, It owas  written i tha
contexl of  othizr wallknown
interpretatians, many  of which
Perinbaneyagam: tioes litle more
than reerepiEsont, &0 intention
of the hook was o esxpand ohn
azpacts of tha situatian  often
pecerloolsed or insaificizntly  ac-
countad for,

Thera s wre itam  on - Ferin=
banayagar's critical Ay enda
aghinh 1 must reject beforn: | ga
any furthar. He adopts a rhe-
toric which harks bask 1o ool
dated profsesional rivelriss, Thas
ke 5 the soriolagist concerned

with the “real™ while 1 am tho
anthronoiooist who Anwesiidatas
anly the "idsal’”. This dicho-

fornization grossly. misreprasants
oy arpument wehich i oewplioitlhy
desinnud 1o break free from any
kind of realfideal dualizm.. But
weorga, | osesa little megning Ofr
cansa to sociologyfanthropaiony
identificotions in tho way Parin-
haneyagem  Wnlioduces:  them,
They sefar 1o the politics of an



acadomis warld divorced  from
the - politics of  Sr Lanka.: o
my privtice thers ia na sanaibla
distincticon betvwaen anthropoley
and eociclagy. Allunderatanding
of  hurnan raalitias wet - ba
anthropologicsl.. a t=im | use in
it litsra! sansa and nat in ils
confinsd acedamic professicnal
maAnng,

Perlnbapavagam  states  that
myicglment, common itk muth
anthrepolony, has tho foulr of
truating  Gulture w8 B saparate
phenoménon, independant ot
cconamic - ard political processcs
{Guardian 1658  p.24). My
paint Fa entirsly  the dpposite.
“Culture™ to me 088 raletivaly
trivial concent. This is so far
I regard cultdre to e evaryiking
that hurmisn beings da s meéan-
imgful  ectien. b s ell-pervasiva
and inseparalla - from o the arher
dimensians of hiiman endarenik,
in my usage it |s far Fodounl-
tevy and intedratost bot o rather,
diverss apd richbe wriod,  But
| “dne et Epeat Moultore” asoon
ahjach
HEGEMORNY OF IBEQLOGY

The trsatment: of  owlture®
fE dn  objoot, ita T raification,
and most  crugieily it Fetishizm
— tha Feverence of ooliiese. A5
game- kind of sacrod,  delegni-
ning And dictathng  ching — is

the creatipn of nalmnaliso, Wy
gene:Rl paint s this and the
problem of Legends st gx-

pslre hanar his - oationalisl Gréa-
flon & constructed i how it
comis Ao hawe o sway in the
imagipation of orfdmesy  heman
baings. ¥ am chisfhy concarmed
with the hegamonie powar af
nationalist ideclogy

Bezauza Legends of Poonle,
Mythe of Stave iz not road by
available. in S Lanka,  and
because | think the dipecticn of
the argurmnaal ks sl ralewant
1o owhat 15 R rapidiy s chanaing
confaal, i ke aima and can=
ceptions ol the baok. require
garme restbemant.  Psiinbanavas
gam's wstuotion s gives e
Clue oo wontent Sor oo the st
ture of cinteroretatinm .

Legands of People,
of State Revisited

Lewueriils of Poopla, Wyths of

PMrthis

Stata iz firgt and forameost con-
carned awith 2 broad esd critical
exploration of tha cidsology of
modern netioneliem. Lo contra-
distinction 1o mueh o saholaely
discuasian of the phanamenon,
| contend that nationlizt  ideo-
lagies sametimes insarbe  tach-
cally cistingt 2rouments. Thesa
ape rizwedlpd i differenl oncep-
tions of TrRuthafies pmaeisr',
the *isiata’’, e “nation”;  and
comcoglions  of “commenity’
and  Cidlenting”

Crucial to  the demanstrathon
of thiz: hypathasia sy dse of
a pomparativd method. . Teo case
studies agre used.  Ops s 5n
Lankas and the other Ausiealia.
The  differente . in - pationalist

idenlagy B revealed in tho con- -

trasc. | show that Sinhaless
Buddhizst natinnallsim which finde
g authority i fhe enoiant
religlous  chranicles af tha jsland

is5 higrarchical’ in Clonic..  Tha
cancptian al “atate™  End
nation’ 5 in-caccordance wdih
& pringiple’ ot odivine oosmin

Eirmaship.  The stabs incorporsiss
the mation and, in 3 =sance, the
intearity of the nation and alsa

pereanal  individugl  sulanomy
and- caoharance is depandent on
J.  poasstful | ordedding sfata.

Sustrelian patianalism s some-
whet differenr:  altheggh morke-
divy: sscular in o fdse itois none-
thel=ss pare af long  historical
Judea-Chistan traditions which,
ke Buddhilst taditions . in o S6
Leiks, -are corlinually  shifting
and rransforming in meaning.
I Avsiratian nation 2list idaalogy,
indivichasl autonomy is  highly
waluedd and . indeed s thresispned
ay the e«istance of 8 powedful
st Ta. zome extant the
nAation And the state are appased,
Tha  gonstitutional  amd  fegal
institutiona of Australia and  af
many . othar  western . #ations
refloct matian. and stale  opposi-
tions amd aredntended 1o madiuta,
far axemale, the relation af
retionsl cifizens’ nol just foong
anather but also e siaw burs-
aucrrtic aod  political.  bodies:
Both naticnalisms, | show, am
canable af amntributing o great
humen suffering quite as. much
eg-pach may luel the impstus
ba human - lberation.
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| must strass that the dnigots
tapee of the  compaclsion 15 not
in. tha contrast alons,  Foada-
riental Bspects. of ihe Gl Lanks
situstion -are rowedlsl thichgl
the Austelisn analsts and wice

etz baoother oawords: ohe
cagp o stncias  shoubd pol o
trepted © independenthy’ of the

aihar g Pervinbanaysgam s eams

o fhave dans. I Eoo Gad paid
e renard o tha Austrabian
part. he would heve  notivial s

sovere crchgie -af liberal demao-
cratic ddeclogles i thieir natio-
nalist form, | nota. that sos|cs
Ipiige of anithropologies  Laroe i
prouncied in weestern. historical
contexts abifl suem  fo° @gsuns
g kind of  ewolutipnary, linsar
pregrazsion from “higrechy™ o
the egelitarian’  ideologias. of
the wast; assuming ihat  EHhe
latter aanstituta liberaiing advas
noaz aver the shackling of ihe
formar, . & dzep intent of my
explaration of astianalism 15 bo
comlesy this kind of aeolationizm

o so muash part ol wwasiirn
calonial and post-calonial domi-
nation.

The comporision. epart from
rviealing distinsiions Tn haticne-
list ideclogies, is 4lsk engspged
to damaonstsats the lorce of 1ha
reapactive ideclagias  im - diving
pattizular  seage. shapss Apd
directian to homan @otion Al
interpretallons of axparisnéo, &
majar patnt devalopsd s Ehat
while the maodern phanomenon
of  eflinicity may  have  hragil
siilaritics. worldawida, ander-the
conditions of parilzular nationaliat
idvologies it may - &EssUme. a
spuzific shaps and inner dymamic.
Tho  ogaliterisn  sulogies.  of
the wast tand to bz escloaivist
whuaraas the  hisrarchisal  form
of Sinhala Buddhist naticnalism
tande ‘to be incorgordtive: Tha
anger -againzt. Tamils in 1933
coneerned their intant to sepArdle
and fhe wiglenss was  orwntsd
t thelr  feinoorporation and
subrrdination in hisvarchy. The
heshility 1o Indlan  intarventian
wiEn opofb osa moeh exclusivis
wihich iz how  Parinbepayacgom
redcls e As o the Tury af rein-
Lo rpeTa ting, hierarchializing

(Conitioced g poge ©1H)



UNFINISHED WARS (%)

The politics and economics of

erhaps  tho LTTE wis- haga-

manic becauss if 15 1he can-
cenratad exprasaion, ag bo speak,
of the Tamil people.  FParhaps
that s why il —and nnt the
pther qroups wera able (o slrike
dapp rooks. I i the Tamil
peopla. who prodoce  and sus
tai tha ETTE and sioad byoas
the youth of TELG and EPALF
wate btuichored.  They applauds
gd, ancouraned, touk pride in
and awen sugoested tho mossacre
of unarmed Sinhbaless.  Thoy
fhranged the straets of Jafina
to pay thewr lest vEspagts to Wio-
tor Furiles, the butchar of Ano-
racthageura. - Perbaps  the PLOT
[heais af 1922 that Jaffna society
wias  inherertly  couontar-revolu-
tionaty, swas cofrect. WWhet can
win fodEr about the political cul-
tuges, lege]l of eanscinusness Bod
collective. psyehalogy ol ‘the
Tamil communily - which saslain-
ad the LTTE 25 ths oweiwhel-
mifigky dorminanl, fonce ol theie
Lberdation  strugaled Tt s Eue
thok the LTTE didn't inGoraomis
the mnseEes. into the strogolo
bt by ned look at it tha other
way  Bround toot  Stelin spaoks
of & ‘carmmon pavchoalogizal raka-
wp wanifestad In 8 coammu-
sl afoculives (my anphesis —
[0 By a defiping aharactarid-
i of &8 metlon,  The cultural
factir 2 a manilestatian, Bn sx-
pression. an  opi phenoemenan.
What s imipertent i the under-
girding psychological mak#-
up. Whiat does ths  heaemony
of the' LTTE tall wua) in short;
of tha peychologice! makoup o
the. " Tamil nation? &6 8 sub
thema, what of the peycholoogi-
cal makoup of the aducated. bet-
tar off Tamila who support the
LTTE at the axpense of tha
other liberation  orcanisatings?
Parhaps every peoples get the
aanguerd fhay deservel

The 0ld Toestament is repicte
wilth examples of collestica his-
tarical  responsibility,  from the
deluge that saved only Maashand
the othsrs in  hig &rk, “to the
plagues wigitad upon Egypt -and
tha Fire amd brimstone  hoded
on  Sodorm and Gomcreh, o H

B

pur peanle,. ths Sinhala paoplhs,
ool nafs give TiEe- e a  pros
phage, . anli=racist:  movamsnt,

purhaps ihe only ather-\way out
veas B Bowe  beought tham to
their- kness.  The seme goss
tor tha Tamil mésses. Whan
tha EPRLF ‘rook ofho - lead in
profesting the disappearsnoe. af
Vijitharan,  the: Jallms  <ampos
studamt, -at the bands oofothe
LTTE, -and the onslauaghl on lhe
EPRLF ensued, many Jaffna-folk
sald that the lattsr organisation
ghou bl have conceded the hege-
many  of ihe’ Tigers  and  not
provaked  Howith thiz protest.

Tha §PKF ollensive is &l Hi-
ting  irony  boveose thd Taml
rpilitartas apd prople congdered
India elogar ta  them than  fhe
Sinkiala working  peopie’ and
Bpuihen  prograssive movernant!

WiRile one bears in mind tha
human sullfcring . causard by the
IPEF opcrations. one atsg raali-
ggs thiat is not the sofa indax
of tha charmceer @l A8 owar and
the eititude that Warists shond
adopt o toweards Ot Thers most
lawz hean fer greater suflsring
wiven the cellied armiss bombed,
shelled apd batterad thair sway
into Itallan and German  citiss.
Likewize swhan the Yatnamose
entered Poomb Penh {thers are
stifl “large purmbere aof refugess
ingida” ‘the Thal barder) end
iwhan' thg  Tanzanians ~entarad
1dl“Armin’s Kempala,

That ihe: LTTEers amn <¢oUrE-
goaus ks Indebitable, but-so loa
werne the Japaness soldisrs who
defended the Pecific: Islands: 35
wam  thelr ‘kemikaze’ pilots. |t
g on e basisoof doctring of
tha collective guilt of =ccieties

thet  raporations  weefse . axoectad
from  ocoupied- Germany o and
that  tha Sowiets  dismantled all
[actories end shipged theny  off
b the U085 BURT Ty Jo R
Jayewerdana in the course of
an  amii-Seviat cepEech - inc 580

Francisca wwho opposed nepard-
tions and wrged Fargivensss Tor
Japan. thereby  becoming  the
balovad ol ihs Jepanesa Right
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ethnic conflict

At the oul=at, the eeGossicnis?
zlogan had some  moanimg, N
zhauld hawe bean-usad to s
maximum Auianomy out of thz
Sinhalezg,  But After Anuradha-
PUTE, EECHSSIQRIST maant actu-
ally - hitting 1he Sinhala masses,
raf  jusl the Siata. The Tigars
wedte never for a o negotistad
political salfution, hut wera hord-
core  saparatists.  THig. i wihy
they vejacted the offar to put
torward  countor propaRals  aftar
Thimpa swhich would sancratize
their Ffour principles; whizh thay
dodned An” Bangalare, in Novem-
her 1985 and did  not  Rcepl
tha Ducember 19th  proposals,
It= s true that capitalism  and
Sinhala chmndniznr . brod  this
separatisn. bk thes Tamil meag-
tion  wuse disprnparkionate  jast
s Polpotism Awfs B BRecEs|we
Ard dieproportionate rasgonsg o
the U. 5 awar,

SINHALA MATIOMNALIGM

Class intarests  have  dlways
to  ba articulated in natiooal-
popular. makionel-gdemmos ratic of

nopula—demoeratic tarms.  This
brings us to e problem that |
have: baan unsuccessfually wrest-
limg  weith gince the days (THB4)
| deleked off. in & exchangs
with Alith Samarapsyake  and
Or, Malin de Silva, (he ‘Dlresine
dubate’ - on culturs, - wlzotrying
b identify compenents . of natio-
nal’ Al damacratic’ idealogy
wihich e can wald ot & new
peojact. |5 thara any  clgment
af Sinmala paticnalism fpatnatsm
thet i5 progressive today T AE
thera' any elaments  in Sinbala
netionalism. Thet can oe “pulled
aut’ and put togsthar-in a dif-
farant packaoe?

Evar sincg  Dhapnapale, Sio-
hala  natiendlism  hEs LWeEEn S0
drenched with © ethoooreligious
chaulimism, that one fnds It
wiary “laed W0 idestify such s
conteminaied’  elements, The
whole Ideclogicel complex” sgems
50 - tighthy: “interlinked and 50
radipaciiva’ that an. attempt g
pull oot ane slamant 1o e e
far dilberent, healthisr ourposes,
brings " the whale fiduology in



its train. 1 etill think though,
that in a diffarent context, a
prograsaive potential axists, but
on thd plenes of econodny snd
foreipgn polloy. To pob it dif-
faranily. tha Sinhalasa, baing -a
daminant maEtion. no lopger have
g cnational o literation - siiuggbe’
end such formutas are reactios
nary, B there s o ploce o
wplidl  Fidel caibs an Sindepans
dentizte” sirugoie, againat neo-
wolznial dependency  sspecially
with ragard to foreign debt
tand  Indisn  hegumonyd. But
today this reguirga a - breakup
of the palyclaes Sinhale netional
blaz and its recomposition inta
8 popuisr damocratic bioo,

A VYACUUR IR THIAD
WHLRELD MARKISH, o TABK
FOR THIRD WORLD
MARXISTS

Thiz brings s 1o the Came-
plex neture of the National Quws=
thanc-in Srl Lanka doday. Lot us
femembzr that  thers is no
theory of the Hational Quas-
thon in the dependent forma-
thons, in Marxism-Leninizm
0 date. This dGQuostioh has
b?an thedarized in tha contexts
n —

1. Pre-capitélistautacracy {Tza-
rist Fussia) which wes alsp
4 metropolitan . & dinpe-
riglist formsatiamn.}

2, Sami-peripherel  formations
[Central and Esstern Egrors)

3. Streightforaward colonial
situations.  (indis,  Chinal,
Henca' the fopmulation, the
‘Mationel-Colon ial CIues-
tien®. This iz the guostion
of Mationel Liberation.

But what of tho
national  guestions?  Much wri-
ting haz  hesny doune  on the
Waleh,  Sools, Basyues, Quebe-
cois.  Tom Neirm's book is truly
Brillignt,  But what of struggles
in e perlphany? Some ouwerd
has been dano on tha ethplc
aspict ol strunglas (indians  in
Guatamala), wat thoze Ara guoes-
tiops which do not deel with g
Fully fladged sacesslonist
strugole Ba in Sri Lanka,  Truag,
Sri Lenka i& oot Unigue.. Th
faorcs af  Mindanap,  warigus
struggles  In  India,  Pakisten,

‘imternal

Eritraa &nd the HKutds have pro-
duced sorme lieratun: but they
are  all descriptlve, informative
and often progagandist.  Mothing
conceptual,  thesrstical haa bEan
done. - 8o ane - has oddresssd
the fallowing problems —

1. The pioblom of the Matio-
nal - Question i postines
coloniygl formations, boe, the
guasiion of indepenident
struggles  within  politically
independant sociatias, which,
unlike BritaindIrelend or Spa-
in, stili. have to struogle
dgainst ‘depandsney and thua
Riva a ‘national/patriotc” ar

‘indepandentlsta’  aspact to
their revelution, Thaas aocial
formations  are  thermselvas

dominated while thay do-
minats ot nationel groups
awitbir,

2. Tha problem: of linking his
striggle for devalution fedas
rallsm with the overall pros
blem of demccretiing  tho
slatlo  strgcture — 8 probilem
that Ciive  Thamss  deals
with eo weil. A complica-
Lingg footor ia ther fedaraliam
wias an anarchist slooan
rajected by Aderx, but wa
have things 1o learmn fram
Bakunin and Kropotkin

3. The problem of linking these
strugnles for damocrany with
e strugale  far socislism
i Ba the comnection herwesn
Phe  anficauthoriterlan anal
the anti-capitalist sirgyles,

4. Ths problam of Gnking thass
thrae strogghes — fordevolu-
tion, oversl democracy, ao-
ciglizme — with * the  anti-
dependency, anti-imperislist

Etrggle:

Articulating  these with the
atruggle agalnst st mave-
mments fiom below!’ and tha
ideplogical strugglas against
all forms of obacurentisi.

£

.  Linking thazs with the stra-
teqic, tacticel and Grosniss-
tional . prablems of  amed
evalutiont Dwnlch Clive Tho-
mas doesn't da),

We must boedr in mind thel
revaliticns . hithorto have iakan
place In comtexiz that waere —
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8. pra-gagitalist (Russis, Ethio-
ntay
b, colonial, semi-ccianlal, aarky

e colonisl [(Vietram, China,
Cijbay -

¢ olgarchic {Cubs, Micararua),
or

o fasciar [Albenla, Yugoslavia
ind Eaatern Eurgpe whera the

ravalution was with courtasy
of the Red Army).

¥We hawe fo situate our pro-
blam ‘in_ the very different con-
text of & politically independent
yat - mac-colonial, moedern capi-
talist  (not pre-capitellst or oli-
garchic) and  authorifarian oot
Fascist) formation, This iz an
gntirely new problematigue and
conuepiual chall&nge,

k| ¥

Tha aquestions of palitical phls
laeophy that woe are finally left
with “are parhaps thess:  What
ara the factors meking for a
dureble poace apnd  what &ie
thote rmenderding @nother Intep
sthilc war inevilshicY  If pedce
proves longlasting, the System
gels stabilized. bt then sgain
it will be daprived of the option
of an sthric diversion az the
crisis  daspeast o500 which out-
COMmB 19 in ouf interests?  What
kind aof society do we desie
ond whet are we willlng tx dg
too . change awiating  sociary?
YWhat are the limits of what iz
poaaible in our society in this
historical period?  What kind of
Eociaty #re wo willlng ta satils
for; what kind of socioty are wa
""'"1”'['!9 11 pu_t”_up with?  Adhat
BFarn we wrliing to (] [
withd  Chile, proves thaF: tharﬂ
12 na pedceiul path o sociglizsm
but | think that Latin. Ametican
end Southern Eurgpn alzss demon-
atrate that 8 perceful transitian
frofn - dictatorship to demacracy
5 possible. AT soma porne resiz-
fance to the Institutionalised (i, e,
Slatey vialence around ue ray
invoive viclence. But how ot
o parmit, gurgslves o ba pre-
maturely - proveked?  Indonesia
showe thel ynder certain con-
ditions the wvery prospoot of a
lefe-led . codlition  gowsrnmant
wrill - frigeer  preverdive  couniar

g



ravalution. How do. we avold
the  nesgdiess cernege  und: bru-
talisation of wa? Wa must e
su-a that what wa sre unlodss
ing -ds weorthe 12, frome e poind
of yiaw of the messes — not from
ouf meint ol wiew,

Cuitn. apark from the “absenca
of B aubjactive facior. thamg seama
to ha @ maesiva structural biock-
‘age to dembcratid socialist revd-
lution i the presant historical
perind and, in iact. the absemre
or chronic weakness of the suli-
jective fector is & reflaction of
thfs — which in tum hes 1o do
weith clltore e the Wery Brod-
dist. senze, AP chanwinism pro-
s b besa ‘hotom up pheno-
menon, than do wes the Sinhala
and . Tamil nations,  fall o inka
Engels’ catapory of “whale regc—
ticnary” nefione’?  Thiz catagary
bas  becn - muoch oriticized -but
the Het of criticg hos ope no-
tabla absaniee Karl Marx,

POSTSCRIPT

Pallticel Economy of Ethnle
Coanfilet

| defing athnicity a5 8 Ccrogs—
clazs. primordial colioctive iden-
tity, relatimg o honizontol chEn-
gee W a sacial formation.
Is mihnic capflict dua to 8 com-
binatinn ot modernization  and
iepreseion? Most commeniatora
anewar in  the affirmetive, Tom
Rairn "being he most zophigti=
cated adwacate . of this position
Mast  Sri Lankan  progessives
attribute our cethais Ctormail ta
A cambination o fhe gpen eco-
nomyand thoe WNFP's author-
tarlan rale exprossed in the Pres)-
dentlel’ ayvstem, ~ This recolved
gwisdem does not Doswoyor £xe
plain the fact thut. the Federal
perty - matomorphosed  nfo thie
Tamll  United  Front ansd then
s -Tamil Wnited Liboration Front
angd adoptad: &8  EeuusEsionist
stancne, o iha Vedukksdai Ro-
solution, im 1976 It doss not
guptain Tect thet the TULF awept
the polls o this frenkly. sepa-
“rotist plattorme at the Gansral
Elactions af 1893, 1t feils to
shad ane lHoht an the §act that
the Tomilian armed stugole com-
fenead dn 1972, i other winrds
gl -gf this took place. before

H

.

the  aper’ aconomy and  UNP

LAk .

Thi more saphisticoted wariand
of  this Sutandaid: Clafe w5
that el copflict <ia rootad in
the “gircsses. of trenaition from
tha phase of Import’ Substito-
tian Indostralisation (151} o
that of the open ecovamy. Even
thiz more nganced il feils to
eyplein the powerful prevalsnce
over & long period; of 3 variaty
oif afhnie insurgencing i Burma,
with its closed doonamy,

The notion that ethnic . Gon-
flict 1= samehow atributibls 1o
e oxlstence  of @ ccapitalise
sconomy is given the lig by
tha rosh of ethnic unrast  in
the Sowiel Dolan.  Any ettemot
tn lay Lhe exciusive blams  at
the door of the Staliniat modal
Ccomis wpo Against iha  massive
fact of ethpo-regional tumolt in
Yugosiavia whish kas etperianc-
ed @ ovary differént  Kind of
ancigliam.

The athar alliad mobionr  That
ethuiic wialenge in  Sri Laphkas
armd  the Juby 1983 fiots inopar-
ticiular, wers @ by prodost oof
the degradetion of waluess due
o the ponsumerierm that ag.
companies 1he opEn  SConomy,
doas not explain the ethnic ricts
of 1858, 57 and  af  couEs
1T858,

Tha Hapfarer/Parinban ayaqam
Uiabate

The cnooing szchangne betwaen
Profesaar  Brocs  Waplersr  and
A 5. Parinbanayegam swoms 10
me T cirele mrodmd  the maln
fesie, without actually  peiting
firmly lo gwips with cieo Piof.
Kapfored, Awha our frisnd  Mew -
wan Gupdslaghes righthy consids-
fed o have dons the most ux-
Gitindy o dndoosiginal - rasearch on
Sri Lanka i recent  tinves, - breil-
Hantly  oneovers aspects of our
gocio-gulturl TR ELTT, Praf.
Peritbanayocam replies ihet theas
pTe ot axiomaotic: givenss  but
thet thesa myihs e mesidinan-
telized by - wiErious o Classes o in
fattherancs of their mEtipie and
Gompating . political projocls,

To ame this legs the guestion
Wity do these clagsas agek 1o

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Utitlse précizely those basksard,
racist And relvograssive aspsots
o por cubtorad - O 9 yau pra-
fer why do they do-sa unecna-
cicusly? Ta shargen my point,
ywehee i the countetpanrs of thess
clusses  |n afber sacisijes oot
bshave i e =zamne feshian?
Vit ddogs o pelit-Brurgaom s for-
mation: ke dhe  SandpnsEs in
Micaragua nol display e sama
pttitude  toswards  thi gosstion
of ragional aulonomy for ekl
minorities ond also lomereds Their
idealogical and  politcal “opog-
nants, as doos -thy petit Bboor:
geais WP of S5 Lanka?s Why
gid  Frantz Fanon and . Amilsar
Cabral not rely on tribalism and
black racism, but instead. wags
A struoyle Bgeinst these, daspite
thee et that theze elemeants were
ernbedded o the colonrel strue-
tures ol Aficat  Why de ws
s Che emergeanse seithin o tha
samie sociely Cand - lodesd the
sams broad- nalional kel maes
ment, of  egressio: politicsl
programmas ke that  of the
MR LA and rptronressihee anes
lika that of the F. W, Li & (&n-
gofal?  Wnder wwhaot circomstang-
cag dods the one and not the
athsr gein hegamcony?  Why is
Menizm in Kampucheia so wery
different from Maoizm in the
Fhaillipines? - Row cames it that
haurgeals anpasitian In S Lanka
{ih=s BLER) “swes fqore hawkish
ard  apitdiasisnie on fhe athnic
Izste then ihe npht Swing, pro-
linperialist,  alvhorearien  UMP
Haverrmend; i stark contrast to
the pogitiong cof  the  Filiping;
Paleistani and  sraeli mainsissam
oppasitions (b nume just & faw)
wis-a-vizg their own Governments
an- similay  isEuss  wonceere ng
miraritiss?

My eantention that tho cios-
tar of ouestionz here indicaia
what should be o tha main ares
of radical sehelarhy Cingoiry s
suaporteal - by dhe dallawsing lines
at Karl Mara, i which ane also
finds #n indicatian of He pro-
par  andytic  melhodalody  ona
ehould  Foliow F e &FE o pro=
cecd  [urther  weitiy this U est.
The lines #re oy WA’ TETT
Mowamber ktier o Ihe =ditanis
board ot the  Dieskestesinbys
Zawiski (Fathe:sland Motess,



"Thus svents: strikingly an-
slogous bl toking place:in dif-
faient histarical survoundings
led 1o todatly different rasults
By sludylng each ol thess
forms of ovolution scparalely
and  than comparing tham
ans  capn o deaily  find thse
clug 1o thiz phenarmienan,
(mv emphesiz — 00 ) butone
will never arrive there by
uEing a8 one's master ay
a general histcrico-philosophi-
cal thaory, tha supremsa virtus
of whizh conzists in being
supsr histarieal,™

Marodulzmy in S¢l Lenka

The JWP  as been recently
charantarised by soms oo he
Gl Lankan |eft a5 a serm| -Margd-
ik maverment. . While this s
frug in the Broatlest “sensw tho
foilurg w  unduratend the spoci-
figity of MNarodnisrm in S oLanka,
swhics in turn reflacts the fai-
iwra boogrosp tha epacificity of
the Er Lacks pelit-bourgaoisie
ag imanifested in ths partipuiari-
tigz of itd- poditicel  behawiour,
legds  fo grotesques rohtioal con-
Glusionss | oreaukl gay Thal fnast
revolutionary  anped: moesmnnais
it Third World are much
cioser to thiz MarcdnikSacialis
Rewoluticnary (SR tradition than
to the Bolshevilk, thouah - they
ore cusually on emalnem- of e
twrr, Thie is-a fact | da oot
lamant. because it iz slmost in-
awvitally 80, due’ to the [ewval of
capitalist davelopment that ob-
teing  In such -sacietias. Tha
Marodinilk  respongs iz 8n inawi-
table e a8t & certain siege of
capialisn  developiment end 3
Boishavik  résnonss {and most
certainby the hegesrony of &uch
A rospUnssT CurRsapoeses 3 dif-
ferent lewnl of capitalist develon-
ment - whicl: hes not' been re§s
ched i most poriphsral caprkig:
list formrations. The problo
however daosa notoraside b,
ag  Trotskyiste would Chave us
haligva. Tha crugial proklom is
that Meradnizm in HAuesia and
in sl packs af dhe Thind World,
differs drastically from that in
Bri Lanled, dup-lo (ap dbe natura

of Sri Lankan agciety, [bY) the
nature af the Grei Lanksn petit
bourgemasle; and  [a)] the paolite
cal socialisation and accultiura-
tion of the leadership of patit
bourgeaois political movenenis in
Sri Lankao. Tiw Hussian Marod-
nika wearg on excecdinly homans
end romantic’ set ol educated
gped culturad  young  mon and
winmen. - Their  wastic of indivi-
dpyal fedtorism was one of salec.
five: sdrgical wiolpnoe. The Sl
Lankan ned-Marodnike are not
A small group as ware the Aus-
sian ones and heva 8 much lar-
ger mass base.  Thair tefroriam
has almose nothing in comman
with that ol the Fassien Narpd-
niks-and SRs. Bt I3 Terrorism
on a mase soale. terrorism that
targets innocent, nom-combsatant;
unarmed civilians insluding
worman and children:

The paint: therafome s tliat
while MNamdnizr g an inevita-
Bile' dnd often healthy progrss-
siws phepomenon. ino mast parts
af thie Thisd Warld. thera are
some sacietins g wlich it pnani-
fusts  itsull 8s oo degeneratas
inta . Polpotism: which s sepa-
rated onby bya wery Tins lins
from the origingl “Nitionsl Socis-
liam’.

Here, ane probashe heg to go
hack G Mers, Engels and Lenin
o the phepoamena of berbariem’
and "Asiatie despotizm’ and alao
Bosa Luxpmbirg™s biflliant ramark
oan- 1hes
“umpenisaton of al alaszes of
aociaty’ [verluinpureg).

The  podicy of “Sinhala anly™
which deprived  the eouathars
wauth of the humaniging influen-
ces of warld lifsratura, - tha dEe-
seaulariaation of Uniwarsity edu-
carpn and the evichnt loweting
af srapdards far the recrsitmes
gl academis si&fT with the opens
imy ol dhees e CUmiversitigs,
Widvodavs and Midvalankars Tand
the change in the characiar of
tha student movemsns Gonsequent
o this), and linally the media-
wies and district wise standardi-
edation scheme in sathanca 10
Universitiea wehich ansuzed  thet
it xragn’t the ‘host and tha
brightest™ who -made it to the
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phenamenan of  the

campusts, could (o 4 leng wal
in explaining tho apecificitie®
of Sri Lankan Noarodnism  and
tha politicsl bebdaviour oF  the
VR

{Gansiudad]

LBD Days. . .

fContnped from page 9

loef of bread by ower 40 per
cant 1o aboul Bg & Mr Prama=
desa evidently feals  that this
coujd cause food rlots Bnd play
Inta hands of the JUE.

hvarall, the IME wanls (o cons
tain: the budgst delicit fo 12
per oant of GDP, as  against
tha 15 per cent in the govern-
rant - estimataz.  Thia: marks &
aafianing o0 it ofiginal af 10
par cant of GOP-

Parallel wilth- this the Fuand iz
staking @ o slighl  slowing . of
monekary  Expansicn (M1 5o T8
rer cant [his yuar — which alfows
for an optimistic 2-3 -poer 4LEnt
reaf _grovetn im GMP ond 15 par
cent fatlation. Inteveet rates havo
been rising, swiih ana yaar Traa-
sibry Bils opowr @l 13 porovont
reflacting  the . fightening  of
racnetary pohcy.

The inflasnce of Fund think-
g ig o already. belpyg  raflactad
in tha acoolerated  deprecistion
af the rupbo ovar the last taa
waaka.

Failora to reach &0 agres-
ment with ' the Fund o would
imake Bt aimost  impossinle for
Zrl Lanka (g oobtain tha com-
mersial Srodits needad o financa
itz import bl And curreat acoo-
unt deticit, Bociuse  the aan-
saguBncss in lebms of shotiages
and - hinhee infigtion  would - be
so poinful, businessimen  believe
the presidunt welll sulamit e the
inewitatla.

(e}
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ANANDA COOMARASWAMY ~ greatost thinker of the first haif

of this century

fianjit Fernando

Ar'.amla Cogmareswiamy - anca
gugnestud  thet  Buddhism
has baen so-much edmired in
tha Weet mainly Tor what it is
ot and heosaid of Hindaism,
fhat although it had heen exa-
mied by European scholars  for
mafe then a cantury, & faithfull
account of it might well ba
given Inihe form of a categor-
cal denial of mostof the states
monts that have bean: made
about. it - alike by Europedn
spholams and by Indiana troined
in ‘modery wicdes of thought.

In the same way b coold
paitheps ba said of  Coamaias-
wamy  nimself, that ke s ademi-
tad i Lemka, 88 in Inding al-
miost entriraly for what he was
mat, “and thet & trueacopunt of

hig ldeas might arell” take e
iorm of a3 danisl of tha state-
meits made shout him  in the

lapid of Wiz Blrth.

Coomaraswarmy has long bean
presented; ‘both in India aad @0
Lanka,. 8% @ patrot. a famous
Indnlogiat and ert Higtorian, an
amitient schrlar and orentalist;
it owould ha B3 owell toe gxamine
thie walidity of thess ‘widaly hald
Baliafs ghowut 8 man whoo wes
undoubtedly one of fhe  grea-
fost. fipures: of our time,

The epubjesct matter of Al
Corngreavramy’s  mature wiritings
can ba plecad under one  hiea-
ding, . nEmaly,  Treditian.  The
Tradition which ke wirites sbout
hiae littla too doowith the currant
eeage of this term to mesn cus-
tome ar social patterns that hawve
prevailed -for same e Ooo-
mevaswany s leme s the une
changing  Primordial and Univer-
sal Tragition wiich, as he shows,

dhend (B CWaade Sdndrasopraoar he
ey dRsh - Auniieessry CLomnjemons-
e Mecting of foovad  Coamsanczening
ab fhe Fegivgl of  Zonkn' [rwfurolion
wo Roeday B0ch Aopes T9EREl FOAD am-
o diie Samudra Solireom,  Taj Somudrn,
Cokxiba: ]

12

whg the source from  which all
the true religious of tho presant
as well az the past came forth,
ancd Hkewize: tha forms of all
those socleiles which warn meul-
ded By orellglon:  The particular
azpect of Tradition' which Go-
maraswdmny Ghasae as hie own
speciality—the phe best suited
o hig own fAlents - was,.  of
pourge; the traditlonal wiaw o of
grt, now mainly @ssociatad with
the Egmat, but once wnivarsslly
gccepted by East allks, Bz slzo
by- tha civilieations of antiguity
and, indead, by all those 2ocie-
tiad which we are. pleagsd 1o
call primitive. Copmarassamy
mevar  tired of damonstrating thet
the  traditionel wisw of hife And
of art was aluiays ThE  univers
zal and narmal wiaws o ontil  the
Giresks of the zo called classi-
cal period flat introduced o v
of 1ife and of et fendamental-
Iy at werance with the “hitharmo
aecapled whewr, Sl his awvarsion
to what has beren  called  the
Grecle miracie” - Coamarasaramy
i6 ot ono with Plato whose miti-
tute to the dhanges whish wars
taking placa in his  tima  wWas,
to “Bay the - lsast, one of the
stromgest disaporowval, Coomstas
wamy -ahows, ga Fhito did hst
yigwr of lifa  &nd of art invinted
end glarified by the Graeks, and
gubzanuently adoptad by thd
Romans ek, in the context of
tha long histary af mankind, @n
abnofmal wiew: B atarration:
and thai although this visw iost

itz hold on o men's minda with
the rige of Christesdom  in tha
mdddle Ages, it was 0 re—BE-

tablish iksell wlih greater foroe
at he Rondissanco. (hys - haco-
ming respinsiblo’ for e funda-
mental illz ot the modsmn seorld:

In. all traditional socicties, quita
apart from: bis ability to:edson,
man was alwovs considered -
pabla- of going further and  achi=
aving diract, intuitive Znowledago
of absolute truth which, s tho
fracitionalizt: writar, Gei Eatan
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s@ys, GeFas . with il dno imres
digta cerfeinty | provided by g
gihier kind of  knowledne o i
ihe modern world, he continuss,
fai ugeth think in tarme of “in=-
tellociual progress™; By owhich
W meann 8 plogeess in the ideas
wifich  men  formulate with ore-
gard 1o the neture  of  thHings:
bt frorn. the podnt- of wiew of

“traditioral  knowl edge, thara can

be no progress, except in 8o
far e pacticular Do eldists ad-
vance from ingorance 1o reflec-
tad o setignal knowledge, and
from rasson o to direct - Jatoithe
knowrladge shigh s might add,
by itz nature cennot e deflned,
bat which navsrthoeiess,  slands
ower and ahove all othor foems
of knowladge” bsinn  naothing
fezs ihan knowladge itsell.

From & traditional . point  of
wigwe, ihe fault of tha Gracks
- I ahair - zubetitution  of the
fAfioeal faculty  for the  supra-
rational &5 the  highest  facuity
of ‘'man, and, @ the waorda  of
Coomaraswamy's distinguished
colleagui, FAene Guenon, it eid-
most seams a5 4f  the  Grasks,
gt 8 moment when o they  wers
gbout o disappedr from histong,
wished tg' "avengs ihermselves
far their incomprebengian. by
imposing on & whale saction
of mankind “tho  limitationg  of
their own mantal haorizon Sinoe
tha Ramaiasance, - @9 Edlon pAaints
ouit,’ the madarn world has of
colrse gong much further than
dld the  Greska in the duonial
ey en o of the poasibility of o real
kronwledgs - which | trasscends
the sarioes limits of the indi-
vidual meEntalite.” MMoreowvai, 8=
e are Al awree, that werhich,
fiom & tradidopal point. of wviaw
appoars to b A sarlous: narcrwing
of horrans, (% sean fom our
meadern palnt oaf - wiew  as En
unprecedenied Intelieatual braak-
throosahl

Wirhite it 18 hardly possibla in
a briel summary, such a3 thia,
to further: dlscass the issaey in-



walved e might wsefolly pon-
dar on Plate's stary-af the sub-
terrangan cave whare some  man
hawe been confined since  Ghiltd-
Rood. ” Thase men &t - damillar
oniy with: the shadows sast Dy
a fire: Upon He dack swalis of
tha zave which [hoy  hawi all
tha tima to study,  and St
wiich they are most knowledge
atde, . They #now nothing of
ths outside warld end tharatora
o not bBaliave i e axisfance.
Coormaraawany. lika Plako, wauld
hawe L3 realiss that ws, 1oo,
arg in «darkrazs lixe thasza men,
and that we wonld do well o
gsek tha light of agothedwnnd
gbows, By conrernigg  ourEseivas
with  tlioge  things wehich o ooy
ancastors kaew  #nd endosieod
oo walic He constapdly goinls
oul, thal - macern oo Sl bracdss
tinnal sagietics are  shapsd Iy
the idess =g deveiop by ihaeie
e P ol reaganing, them
finety being s mony O scls o oal
ideds gs thorg ard man: b also
irivs to showr that rraditignal so-
cielics, con the other hand, wers
biazad . on peannial ideas  of
Quite: another  arder — id=sas of
divinz. origin and revealad wwhara-
By 2ll tha sspetts of @ acchaly
wara  datermined,

A racurrent iheme in Cooma-
rasaamy s awritngs was the &-
clitiaial  yiewe |:_:-f Aagk, Ahen e
ferrirag o Europeas ol che ree
poAbclhy sbetssed  thar Gragco
Romar -art 2and Repaissance wrt,
bk "ol | e - murcdarn sunonls nf
Gurdpian ark, wecrd af oAl
inepiration and therolore of - ha-
rean corigin  like tha philosophiss
that went with-them. whars:as tra-
diticnnsl =t like treditional ghi-
Inaophy, wasz ralated to the ma-
taphwsical arder  and therefars
rafigicus in cherecisr and divins
in origin. We oy 838 in o that
i his sarliest works such Bz
ihe monumenial Medizvael Sia-
halese Art, Coomarasswamy did
ricd s wel folly updastand. the
giffopesmee bobween  [hoss - e
contrasting. points of wicw whish
wara to torm  the besie of hie
Iaterr” oind  mara significant eork:
in his - early switings:  hig pro-
found wndesstanding of theira-
ditignel armz  of Graster India,
B3 indesd hizx akesidy  conslde-
ralibs graps afibe rugs meaning

of -religian,: was a. Hitle clowdod
witty  modetnigiie proejuiics, the

agtenmee e douks, gt easly
aeachenic. trning in Englanc
wihicty suids ool o kvepd fhas ohe

Pad s Chren;  beciun o rdes-
pises Bt later,  Following hig
dsstrciation weith  tha Frotch mna-
taphygisian, Rens Guanom Loo-
marEEwEmy s writings . assurmsd
the complete Gorrectness of -
positics  and o grsatb authority
which wrs’ esgaciate with his
PGSt matre ok,

Inaafar-aa wa: are able To g
that an dniveraalist aoproach to
the sipdy af the wodd’s rali-
g, Ceaypled ity sh unders-
teneking wt ithe rnie o meaning of
Trachivipn, Bawe; at (he present
time, A aprﬁ:.iﬁl i|1'||:_'-|',rr|ar'|r:E far
the oo world, weshall alsn
gRe hak o e, s Freggoi-
men . Aueme Guonon, aned OB
Lania’s Andnda Coarmd rasaiamsy,
stand oub 3% Fhie qreates) Thin-
kars -of thae first tulh ol ihis
cantury,  Agrest gull saparared
thair thought from the thouogiil
af nzarly all thair contemdoen-
ries. The second hualf of this
century hes witnsszsad the omer-
gencd of a8 whols school foun-
ded on ihair  pignsaring  wdrk
gl nn the Parennial Philoagphy,
a meresingnd awhich - haz foond
aeceplanee In . many. parts afoa
conlyscd and hewillarad awarld:

IEowill powd e appadent that,
il e i 1o regard  Copnyarass
WM EEan eminenl aclentatist
and At bistorian, 0 mast fiest
bie wlhiarly undersieod. that he
stands wpart Jom . almost all
ail” thoss oihorscholars whadan

begirniiarhy- dagcribed, 15 that
while they zpproach the i
anci. art of troditional sociatics

frorn & rodarn standpoint Carhich
ig otk ‘spaptizal o oand  ovoluti-
GRATy’, ta usa his own seordsl,

Coqmiarswanmy, liks Ris faw them
coileagues - and aallzboratars,
tEkee the wiew - fhat Tradition

can - only By undeEmstosd by oa
carefy! considerapan GF itg own

oot ol e losweder CIndan s
weninnt this may ke Ooce dhis
6 realiged, A owennldd CErLAINhY

ba trus omot only Cto o s3y Ll
CoommrasiEamy wias an eEinent
echolar, but, a5 Mlamwo Paliis
he= =aid a prince amoni siho-
far=
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Coomarnswranmy  saw - that &
feutksl  or o hisrarchizal  socisty
Based an - metaphvzical  prrgi=

Plos is sszantislly Suporior o
the suppozadly  agalitarian eve-
Tems chatd in Sdeh hiuly wsteam
today. Like Plewo, he o maintai-
nied that demncracy wus one of
tha wiarst - forne of Jovermant,
nior-oid he-wléw Any othar ma-
tafialistin Swsierp with moma fa-

wour: ' Hig eathusidsm ~for  suah
instiutions gy casto cand king-
ghip was bgsall nob an santi-

rant, hul gn & peofound on-
derstandmn ol Uhe vital ralation-
ships. hebwoon spiritaal  authny
g I=mpdrol povrsr i sbciety
and govarnmant. He weoald iy
e apazawad of tha “oad which
Inddia and Lanks havs fxken since

achiaving thelr s called  inda-
oendence, Althangh ho would
have rega-dad it gy o inevitabla

I i el lonowes - that, from
tha verd beninning. . Coomaras-
sramy “ileplored tha influence af
the Woest oo Eastem  pooples,
and: csnzoiallythe conzemienres
al. Brifish rela in Geeatsr hidia
Hoo hais thamfare  Boen  placed
dlannside thoze who ig bodia. and
Eonka mave bead  redgardord ds
imational [eeders i thae strusgsgle
for indapandeges, But haog again,
a-comnletn diflzrence ar apo-
raach separates  Coomaragwamy
fram - hls  Gontemaorares,  for it
weiy nob impacializmeoar ths do-
minalion 6F ore people by ano-
ther Bt bie . was  conearned
gtiut, hot rather tha  dastros-
tion al traditional sazietiza by
peoplas wnho had ebandonecd
gacrad formszs  IE was whal the
Britizh =stnod fof and  nol Ao
Britizh that he defssied: o the
ogontrary, there Is no doubt that
he lawved  England: boeogge b
knewr - enather, —obiler  Eaglanik
which in foqm as woll as soivit
wirs - go morcholike the Coriental
sl B understood Bo el

It would, i eanclusian. be
spprapriata to guofe tha wotds
of 1hat highly respectad Epnglish
ertist-Hblosnpher. Edn Grill, who
in nis antablngiaphy palid Coas

rmaseswany  this grear . Fralaale:

‘thare was one. peison ., o

whose Influence | oam doegsply
[Contirisd &1 pops 24
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India’s Lanka Policy in Retrospect

Lirmila Phadnis

ACDAREY speaking, the phe-

nomenan of the auianarmisi
dermands  of thee St Lapkan
Tamiis in iHa  forties  burning
gBoassioniat -in the seventies was
symplomatic . of & gradual erosion
of  pational ConsENEUS O EMong
various  Cpohitical  parties:  and
groups on crifical national issues,
Tha. -Sinhalesy ineurgency af
18931 eymuolised this erosion o
the form of & rewvclt agaiss: the
United Front regqirma led by (he
SLEPR laadsr, Mra Sivirmeve Bag-
dameike. The subseqient demand
of Eslemn was & mapifesEtion
of 1hiz inoethedd fornes,

Ta & congsiderable eaient, such
an srasion could  bBe Caseribod
i the inehbilicy - af (he  rolipg
regimes o cooa with the dermands
af en Coverheated’  polily  and
the siresses OF g maldovslopsd
crpnomy, | with  emplovment op-
posturity  shiutlare  ehrinking in
g demographic  pattern. wherain
vnemptaved - woulh ewelled  the
workborice i@ gwer incredeing
bz, b thesSinhalees areos
this prowided the 4rist 0 tha
JYP arad in the north to the
eecessionist  foroces. With the
plitica of patronage becarming
inereasingsy - partizan,  thes  com-
pefiticn for - poswesr-sharng  and

tes manegerant  began oo gel
Increasingly  polatised . ar D
fewels: ahe LCalitral  &pd e
Central- looal,

&l Ceptral  lewel,  the

Sinhalese-Buddhist mezurpe ngh in
“the mid-1ilties and the  produal
arystallization of 4 two-major
pirty Evebsm operated in @ man-
ner a5 to Jeguane  IRCrEESing
sthnic oyertones. The fact that
in tha hich!y wglatilea and com-
patitive athos af the pasty ayaiam,
both f#he |H&P -and  the “EBLFP

had thair basiz in tha Einhalsaa
majotity  araasx  ingdied o iheir
pestisan  walnerghiity o an ths

stinic guestion, © Donsensos an
the issue of salenuards 1y
minckty was ol Gasy o arkiee
At checause  hoty, when ous of

e aings vx Professcr i che Tk oty
uf Soen fsinn Budies, Jomanoris! R
Cnivertity, - New Dieds.
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powver, had tried 1o cash inan
Sinhaleze-Buddhizt  sentimants

Tha fect tbad Trom 1856 o
18377 these two parties alternately
formiad 1he: movarnment and. (he
Cppasition: ar fairly  regular
intarcale with a8 fairly  unilorm
bahdviour patian  vig-a-yis' the
demands ef the miaovrity. Tamil
community  cowld  Dardby  Boild
ita confidence in the Centre.

Beaidazs, ag-lior the aslectaral
caleuius had boen oporativa o
A rmanaer fs g lpave. - pnough
impetus o coalition-buitding as
widl as Jowerans for the panies
in Dpposition.  The Janamineddt
majerity- ol the Lnited Frogr In
1870 somesvhiol ahanged  this
situntion by wirtually - argiods
ligirig thie Dppositian. And whrn
in - 1BTT the slactors] fidae sl
1sd in Favour of the UNE (heps
weas herdly any quatitaiv: change
I the -I|1I::r-E.=|H'-'-r'|g|':,-' puriphoral
position ~of the inarily grouos
antl parties.

oafiad,
cifgrta ~ to
EOGIT- 8 oOnemic
the LR P
lad to @, wirllal
imposition . of | “eanstititional
dictatorship™  with the - countey
heing governed under Epgroondy
el ATIGnS.

fiarerer,  GyTindg this
in Cthoir respactive
cope with  the
orisis, the policiss of
and the SLFF

Pk gnly this, the nature of
the  Emsrgency  (edimes  was
sich as to lead 1o an |r||::'r_:-"|5i||.':1
centratsanicrn 3 thl apex. Thos,
although oy o S15T2 - Consti-
twkion, o the Hirst - post-colonial
Canstitution  promulgated: by the
LF, tha supremacy of FParlliament
wiab recognisad. the functioning
of thp political framework was
euch as to subordinaie in affact
tne widiciary and lagsrbature B0
the Executive.

This was evén more apparent
iy the TETE. Copstitition which
replaced the padizmentany ayatem
with a2 presidential modal fashio-
rincdopn b De Gaullist o pattern.
Thy LIMP  |eader - J. B, dapaweser-
dune, found a rationale for auch
4 changa over on the ground that
far the edeslaration of © eonno-
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mic dsvelapmeni, a  atrang  ard
stabile gavemment waa needed.
A judicious Dalanoe  betwo eegs

demaoacratis parlicipation a0
political smability,  ha  helleved,
would he realised bast in syl

g avstern as & President would
net be subjost to “constituency’
aningiderations that  leglstatcrs
were. and,  tharefoie, wolidld ko
anle o bring abaut 8 reconci-

wation ol divsrag wiews as  the
headd ‘ol the country, nol of a
mAardy ar gowvarnmant,

In wifect, the Peesident o

very mugh 8 nmaminos -of  the
ety More sasuch sxpcutives-
centrad gavetipnent wwag hardly
conduciva to the roguisite checks
and balences hotwean the varins
grgans  of  povernment  which
hod  alrasdy beén sroded daring
the UF recime.

Matanty, thigwith ite bgire ma-
jority, the UMP regims  harmmessad
the copstitubional ™ epparsius  as
8 pulitical gambit " by sseking
the wordict of the poople  for
thie axtnsion of i3 pariaren-
fary lenure throuoh 3 relerondim.
It won tha referendum in 19372
hut hardly  the legitimacy  far
povernanad.  More go. the
groundswall _of - protest . apd
dizsent which wwould heve found
itd w=bal elactoral @ expression
wag gniothersd throuph such o
device.

Thie  canseguunea of this e
axtre-Canstitutional axplasians
With s worst  manifesiafion
being in tho ethnic realm. This
would alae largsly ewplain why
thie JWP beocams in die courge
the: raliving point of $hat scamant
ol population which had redsons
to feal dissatisfisd o0l only with
tha political sivle of dhe WHP
teadsrzhin but alsa  owith §ts
aconomic policies which tandsd
to ba dniguilgus o their impact.

Firtvally, ths: oppositionist, and-
UME stand ot the JVP had el
& well-prapegated Siihaleses
Buddhist idenlogical  nesus  af
patlonaliem and - “national | [he-
raticn, wwith Indian ‘fmperialisis”
A% s omajor enemy  BRd  ths
IPEKF w5 the symbol of thelt
Erazenos.



. There lg no douht that o
chlary sinuo the 19H0s  the
uttzrances of a- number  of S
Lapkin leadars amil tho tone of
the gowemment-contiollad media
weara el timas highly critical and
inflerriatery © wis.g-vig India'z
initistives and rosponse on  the
elhnlo guestion,

India's —airdrop. af = food i
Jadna in “Jdune T9RT Chad AR
imrediate context for thio burst
of citical redctions, Sinned in
laza than saven -wweaks aftar the
pwent. it i= not o swrprising  that
in the barrage of such pratractsd
criticizmn regerding  Indig’s inten-
tion and  matlves, ths aceord
WA perceived A i wara, oBs
an act ol gun-boat diglomasy™
by ca wegment:s of - infioentisl
dinhalise

Thus, within the ruling UMP
iwsntl it had. s critics though
sarmewhal muted. Ea the Oapo-
sition ihe most strident  criticizm
Cam: frome Lhg | SLFP and the
moet  wirulent from o the  thep
proecribred WP whase - deamatic
rasurgenca aftar ‘the accard wis
partly related to the manmnecand
axtemt of its  ‘mwslhilisatien  of

ariticiern wis-a-vis 1he . acoord in
ganeral a3 & “sellour’ to India.
It vie thizs  réspect that the

parception af tnliain the avarags
Sil Lankan psyche neads a elosar
seriliny,  Brogd  pgenaralisations
me ot o justice too the cas-
plex Cconfiguration  of the  &ri
Lankan sociaty - ond itz wels  of
relationship with Indis.  Even sa,
thew reguire & clossr ook &8s
they seam 10 impinge o the
present bilataral: reladians Hip,
Brozdly spesking, i ke S
Larkan eontext, the first lewvel
of diffsrentistion s at - the com-

munity level.  Tligs fer - oEn
sveradia  Teimil,  Indic o je tha
fountain  =grizg of “his EBocio-
cuitural - idensiiy - and  alen o

sanctuary 85 and when canfron-
bad by ihe” mafority Sinhslese
COEIT R

&5 Y00 oan dwerage Sinhalese,
indig §5 @ sourca of solace 8
weitll Hsa cause for daep alienge,
It ix like the twa sides ol
coin — dndin of the  MNarth and
Indiz of the =someh. it odia
of tha narth symbolising i as
the lend af Prince YWitawa  (his
chronicled ancestar trom Bangal).

.Budu‘hu and . Mahatma Gandhi,

and India. of the  =puth — that
of Tamil kinge invading it from
tims 1o Vimoo 23 Afso of  Tamil
mmigranis.  Sdokioa niop batwaan
India. of the porth and  India
af the south, seemsto me, has
been increaeingly diffused  gver
the past faw vess.

Clogely ralated to this j& the
menner. in which tha llnkhdase of
the north with the  sooath’ s
porcaivad.  The south, - moaning
mosthe Tamil  Made, | viewasd
in. an -adversariol image paitiou-
tarly i ihe contast of the oresant
gthnic “conflict. H ihe  north,
i land. of Buddha, Gandhi
gnd  Mehrw fails to contain the
fintkEnsigenca’ of 1the sguth, 1han
whether his ba copnivance  or
Baruisscunce, the peroaofion of
Ene south having on upper hahd
wig-a-wis the S Lankan questinn
bacurnes @ significant  cascem
i the avarage Sinhalase psvehe

AL times; thias  parception
AEEUMES & pougrancy skl the
sinhelese’ maintaining 1hat oz

with “the - Tamils sp  with  the
Sinhalese thoir ancesiry ia Indian.
Ard =00 aro the roals. of  their
language snd cullure,  Why do
then polivy-makers in India talk

of “Binhaleasa &5 “thay”  and
Tamile &z “we”?. Implch | In
such - staiements  may  he  the

timparatives ol raling. -~ Nonethe-
lazs; engompdesing tha  carliar
steracivoe of India nf the north
as el a8: that of the - south,
Delhi's sponsa 1o the situation
in ifs meigbbourthoosd Has bean
diffused voough to incorporats
the “tsonign’ and  “molign'  com-
poninte-of Sthe. earlier  steraq-
1ypaa.

Such @&

perosptual diffusion
of Ingia's

rule - hae  basn  wery
much. a8 ‘part of - the  palitcat
digooutse  and  dynamics of S
Eanks during  this decade inthe
contew] ol wehich tha

ErCSEUTE-
exerling potantial end  capahili-
Hes ol it Big neiyghbour have
ipomad farge.  Whai B more,

the  increesing  lncalvement  of
India in iha ‘ethnic problam  of
the coundry  leuding 1o the
aigning of the aceord has been
sUch a3 o make it presencs
sharply wisibdo in the fanm  of
the “THEFE
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The |PKF was charged with
the respansibility of guerantscing
peace and rcreating fonditione
for . the cossation of . hostilitiss
Insluding, among  ather  thinga.
surrendler of arme by the Tamil
mi lHtants, Underatandabily, it was
welcomsd on arival in the Tamil
Avfds a5 it hrodpht fopea of a
durabiez paace.  This  did  nart
last for long, Inless than three
months i1 had o gy to Gridis
the LTTE threugh militery
gxtra-rmilitary  maans. Alongside
ita task  of fsming the LITE,
the IPEF way alsp’ raguired: io
facilitate [ha building of eleciarai
gnd pelitical  mechansienrs so that
dovalutian of  powers: could
become effoctiva: Thiz was by
na m2ens dn anviabla iesk, o
the pracess, it found it image
temished” among 8 segmeny of
tha  pogulation, ™ parficularly “in
tha . narkl wehare the  peopls at
titnes woera caught - the ross-
fire betwesn the LTTE and “the
|FKE.

By morhy 1039, howevsr. tha
IPKF had “weskencd the LTTE
considerably, Boat Tor such =&

weakenimd It would  not haye
respondad L he Call . af - tha S
Lanka  President” to- joln the

mainstraam of Sri Lankan palitics.
and when it did in April 7988,
It -weas avith-a view: 1o buving

time and getting the IPKF . aoft
its Baok,
Thys, for different reasons,

the-demand - far the  withdraas)
of 1k FFKF reprasented intarest-

convergance.  of the  Presidart
antt the  LTTE.  Confronted with
e palitical -ard atopnomit

challemges of -hia {ezs (han four
montha ald prasidancy. Premdadasa
precumally calsulsted  hat  the
gnnadncement of a deadiing for
tho IPRF withdrawal could  ba
tacticaily and  palldcaliy  gssful
o the south for |oweould take
tha svinds oot of the sails of
the Oppogition  incloding  the
S, dn Cthe okl the annaun-
Gemant  would  Brng. to the
mergotiating - 1akle the  most
intractatile - wilitane group.

Howevar, such 8 mowa msant
Wy-pasaing the newlhy clacted
provineial - government im the
rnorch-sest, Mdoraowar, 1he June
I daclaration ‘of the Fresidant,
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regarding the withdrawal of the
IPKF by 31 July 1889, apait
from its suddenness, was not
in  consonance with  certain
understandings on the subject

with  Deihi.
In fact, In the last two
months, the war of words on

both the sides led to an impasse
for which the [eadership of
both the countries must acknow-
ledge responsibility. Thus, Pre-
madasa sought withdrawal of
the [PKF in a manner as to
provide enough provocation for
Rajiv Gandhi to take an equally
obdurate stance. Rajiv Gandhi
need not necessarily have resor-
ted to a reactive and somewhat
overbearing approach but this
is exactly what his responss
connoted. Warse of ail, both
the sides, apart from the pere-
mptory tone of their statements,

stuck to positions unilaterally
arrived at vis-a-vis what was a
bilateral agreement,

In this context the position

taken by India of linging the
implementation of the agreement
{inciuding devalution of powers
to the provincial council) to the
withdrawa! of ths [PKF iz not
only contentious and untenable
but also  fraught with serious
implications for the  future,
The manner in which india used
the IPKF as an instrument “to
preserve the unity and integrity
of Sri Lanka and to ensure the
safety, security and !egit-imate
interests . of  the Tamils", can
also be viewed as the by- product
of Gandhis. Sri Lanka policy.
The past thus seems to have
cast dark shadows on the present.
India’s action in utilising its
mlhtary arm fo setile a political
soiution alsc raises a wider
issue of the extent and limit of

state support to the Indian
diaspora. Such support needs
to be guestioned and reviewed

in terms of its

costs and benefits.
- Though the arrival in India
of the 8ri Lankan delegation
headed by the Fareign Minister,
Ranjan Wijeratne and the token
IPKF - withdrawal from Jaffna
has brought some relief on the
second anniversary of the accord,
bilateral tensions remain. Viewed
in _the

socio-political
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situation in Sri
anniversary of the accord is
also marked by the deaths of
more than 100 people as
of the JVP's militant moves for
the immediate withdrawal of the
IPKF, the 8ri Lankan ieadership
cannot retract bsyond a. point.
On ths other side, with the
electaral compulsions weighing
-heavily in Rajiv Gandhi’s calcu-
lations, a pre-election time-frame
(presuming election will be held
by the end of the year) for the
IPKF’s withdrawal may not be
edsy to come by.

Alongside the difficult exercise
of evolving a mutually acceptable

Lanka whers the

part

time frame for the phased with-
drawal of the [PKF is the issue
of cessation of haostilities by the
IPKF  against the LJTE. The

-~ recent assassination of the TULF

leaders in Colombo allegedly by
tha LTTE cadre is hardly reas-
stiring in this context. Howsver,
though symbolising the state of
turbulence and the stresses and
strains on the Sri Lankan system,
this can hardly be a justification

for the prolonged presence of

the [PKF.
Equally significant, in this
respect, is a feeling among a

 {Continued on Page 24)

light  of the domestic

OPINION
What is to be done

he government should take

the following steps forthwith
for the preservation of the life of
youth and students and their right
fo education:

‘(a) End the state of emergency
in order 1o guarantee the re-
opening of the universities
and the schools in a peaceful
and free atmosphere and 1o
facilitate the setting up of
and the free functioning of
committees of students, tea-
chers and parents separately
and jointly.

i,
o
N

impartial inquiries by a com-

mission consisting of student

representatives and other im-

partial persons into incidents

of Kkilling, kidnapping = and

torture of students by the

. police and the armed forces

- and para-military groups and

privately  organised = armed

~ gangs.
()

impartial inquiries by a com-

mission consisting of repre-

sentatives of the vouth and
other impartial persons into
incidents of killing, kidnap-
ping and torture of persons
other than students by the
police, the armed forces and
para-military groups and pir-
vately organised armed gangs.
Ban all para-military groups
and privately organised armed
gangs, and disarm and dlS-
solve tham.

(d)
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Provide for the holding of

Provide for the holding of

(e) Punish according to the na-
ture and the degree of guiil
involved and/or rehabilitate
all those found by the com-
missions of inquiry referred.
to in paragraphs (b} and (c)
above to have committed cri-
minal acts whilst in the police
force or the armed forces or
para-military groups or priva-
tely organised armed gangs.

{f) Release, forthwith all students
" and other persons held under
emergency regulations and
the Prevention of Terrorism
Act and NOT charged under
the normal law and enlargs
cn bail all those who are so
charged. -
Guarantee that arrests of per-
sons will be only undser the
normal law and only by the
police and make legal provi-
sion for such arrested persons
to be immediately enlarged
on bail or remanded, by de-
pending on the nature of the
charge, by court.

Repeal the Prevention of

Terrorism Act which gives

power to the police to arbi-

tarily arrest and incarcerate
persons in police stations or:
elsewhere and to obtain so-
calied confessions from them
under ftorture to be used
against them in court and
which leads 1o a state of emer-
gency situation fpse facto.
Empty statements made by the
government or by political parties
outside the government either

jointly or separately without a

programme such as the one sat

out above will be of no use.
—= H. A. Sensviratne

{Q)

(h)



Four Decades of independence Woaorkshop

Review by a Spucial Correspondentg

ha Intermaficonal Contre - for

Ethmic Studies - in Tolpmbo
aponsored 8 thras-dey workshop
on “mrl Lenka: Four Decadss of
Indepericnce’. Tha Conferencea
weg held on'the 11th 12th  of
fuguet in Colembio, The papers
wers. com five s themes!
{17 crizie of demecracy and jugal
aider, (2] the process of sogial,
¢lite and class farmation, (3] £ul-
tural Identify, - athnicity and ma-
ticralizm, (4% literuey  and  col-
tarBl conscigusmasa and (5 ime
com: dlsteibution. rural  povarty
and  soclal  justice. A Serious
affort was made throughout the
conlerenng  to link sacialogicol.
cultural., historical, econcmic and
anthfopalogleal  achalarshin.. - An
imparlant donsidedaricn theoogh-
pui the dbsceassiangs was 1o releta
theew themes and issuss tothe
contemporary crisls i 30 Lanka,

This workshop which was arga-
nizad By the Inlematioaal Tenlre
for. Ethnic Studics  was apoensd
by D Median Tiewchelvam, Dire-
tor, In his openimg  rercks,
Dw. Timchulvam:  stressed  thal
this warkshop hod bean convenod
iin an attempt to sxaming sorms
af the conmcapte. &nd paradigms
which heve basn used 1o gszazs
the developmantel and  histaric-
graphical sxperianca af Sri Lanka
durlng  the pest 4 decadss
Dr. Tirdchelvary alsg hooed that
thiee  Waorkshop  oweould . provids
ingiabs knwe the mein intellac-
tual thrusis of & Lankan Schalat-
ghip and “#rren mare impariantly,
by ko helpe ug comprehend the
depths of © the  socio-edogunic
origis Sri- Lanlkan  Sociely faces
tadity.

Prof, Fingsiey de Silveespan-
dad on & stmdlar themg o v his
Kevnoto sdilmss os e Racked
back to the poriod of fransferonss
of powes S Lonki seenatter
it camerged @ an’ indepundant
gtate, had beasn wviswsd &3 a
madel colomy and - demccracy
dira to cite reconnition of plura-
ity drd tha goveinrnart's atismpts
to create 8 welfsre staig. et
how  [Eve wie TEgQresssn T oy
presenl.  stele. - Prod, de Silva

‘much of the discassion,

wisof tha  apinion . that wa
coull: mever be fras of our past
and thus ehauld try to copa
with -and lie’ with our: pastin
arder £o continde inour prasant

Lz ions at the Warkshop
weere creally facilbiated by the
facy,  thar all the  ldckgeound
papaars - had  bRen rireolered
beforaharsd  thas - gird ginven Hog
lengthly presentations which (end
tn be the nporm A mosl  Gon-
farances orgarised in 3 Lanka,
Limiting the esssions 10 @ maxi-
mum of 20 participants nowe in
apportunity - for all o have their
tay as well 83 to probs i
spaific Jssue too greeter depth

The workshop which spanned
215 davs s wWas s aplit Cinto B
srssions,. each of which aursued
a specilin theme. Thess thames
T p:-'r‘.'li|11||'|ﬂri|',' giticilated |:I'5,I'
the disuussanls for rach seesian
whao  beigfly summatised - and
aritigised - the puptrs whilst lss
atternpting torelats Lhe s iEsuey
reiced in  thu  popess. bt
qurrant Eituation in tho Gounty,

SGession | which wias chaireed
by Fief Gananath Obewsokors
centied graund tha thama CRISIS
OF FEMiDCREACY AMD LEGAL
OADEAR. The background papsrs
circalated Toe  dizfiszian ware!
Politizal and Legsl Lagitimaay —
Tha Taolo af Twa  sdostitutians

b G L. Pejris. - The  Riza aof
Countar=Stale Falithes:s The Pali-
tioz of the Judiciary oo Plial

Sociaty -y Meshin Tiruehelosny,
S banke Tho Conteaddisiiong of
the EBosigl Damocratic Siane ey
wlick Moora: Problams of Melence
and  Seoutity By BN de i,
Wi.ooH. Lo claeoSiben PO wias
itha Discussant.

e kaw thama of the discuss-
iy that folipwed waz the motund

of the  post-oolanial  atate and
counter state calitics o an sffoit
to conuoptaAlize this, (Be papars
tokan dz o wefnsle ooAs o owell oAz

Allsmp-
ted to segardie anabeivally the
naficn of Soeaal legethaaey” fram
racaial” deniirmaoy’, Do straod
nf the diecussion  Tocussed on
R lagial legitimacy . s vonss
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tructed, (or undermined), by tha
juddicial  commanity, and  also,
examingd tho perception of Eheszs
constructiong drmong the subor-
dinata classas. The pioceas of
bxgitirnization “in tha two  groups,
ez agread to be quits differant,
the diszcuzsion - than  broedensd
i the issue of spcial Tagitimecy:

Clace agaln, the donstrodiian
af - legitimecy, at an “slita’ lawal
was o exarinad,  togethar wnith
sncigl pereptions of this cong-
Eruction,  Imporanthy, fime was
spent discussing -the. palitics  of
counter-stale  movemonts,  that
called the  lagitimaey ol the
atate imte question. Cla the o Sri
Lankan casa, it was arguid: that
the rize of a strong -Straam of
countar-etats politice in recant
timas was pracipitatad by abro-
geticn af an agread upon “social
contiactt betwreen  tha atats and
theo syhprcipare classes. e the
hfor 1o Ee-sonmeptuelize  the
Sri Lonkan class formation, the
e ary r_|F i:-r.-errn&dfﬂle cledzas
weas . mgatel. . The  point was
mata that it was the ldeology
of tha dnterméliate classes that
mad: baen Cecd-opted  intalthe
'gocial contract”, - Thaoratically,
homeedar, it wwag argued by athers,
thet tha mnotion of a eitgle grdar
aof sogial Fagitimacy itaslf, inhs-
rent in  the notion. of a  “sociol
contrast” was  flawad.  Anothay
infaresting izzua that swvas raisad,
wiA s tlye  retinalityircotionality
f 1he  zrete. as  wall countar
slals  moewcinenis,

Bosmion [T which was chalred
by Mr. Godfrey Guoatilielkea
gointizradd argund - the theme THE
PROGCESS OF SOCIAL, ELITE
AND CLASS FORMATION,
Tha backnround papoers circulaied
ko discussion worel Patisrns
of Dominence, TEIZ-15380's
Prolsgomsana by Michaal Ro-
Bertz; Acceass to  Edocetion
and Zocial Mobllity by AW
de 5 lndraratns, Polltlcs of
Flentetinon Labape by Rachel

Eurigm: Changae sand GClass
Formation In Post=lndapan=
dent B¢l Lanka by Jdavantha
Farera. W Sunil Begtian  was
the - Discussant

o b



Fral, Michagl Bobert's peper
wia 1eit, rads g vaaful condg-
buticn to the conoeptualization
of the categaries of sacial cliss
in Sri LErlkgl. Fraf. - Holinss
rmakas  an nlEesting  disdnction
betwezen  thee middle class',
dafinad by patterms of copsump-
tian, Al Chogrdenisie’” defined
by structural s rolatlons ol pro-
duction,

Ce. .Jayantha Parera's paper
on Azsheweali - Setteémenta slsn
calizd for & re-consideratlon of
clazeical aconmomic classificalions
such- g5 the turallarban  dickio:
tamy thar is used in tha andlysls
of parferns oi mo dliey. Whiera
do zelliement echemes it | into
this modul? Are tetme such as
“landhord’, Ttament witho its
atcumulatcd concamuel bagoene
dedngg to be useiul whsn dis-
fussing Tlandlards”  who  weork
as owinn lobourers for multing-
tignal . corporations?

Another  eoncapt  singied out
for decanstruciinn was the mvth
(o the “Tradifiopal  Yillage',
iost schalars  depded o gse
thia ramiad, roviap ol a vl s
ind “sratic widage doevaicd ol all
animesily  and  wiclonoe, o self
EUfficiand im rice and  untaiogod
By any Coptalist peninition and
influrnee; ag an erniginating 1osii
far wibiddover thasie they wished
Lex “progpcund. This idwilic cillege
dors  not  Exist arpewhers and
pewer  did.

A mwih that was clossly linked
Lo this was the belief thar Sins
hala zpgiaty 14 nat casta ceas-

cious. &5 3 matrer of fact sociel
ocppression is  closely ted Do
cazie  oppiession  aml  subardi-
natiore. Links  elwton  counter-
tele mmoverments and  suboidi-

MELE agies wors olso discuesod.,

It oweas calsh  noted thot  not
Enough E[Tl.‘:_llli-:_'ln Il bean paid
to the peneicalion ol thoe statoe
ened poliics  in the firel Breas;

jhaniarions, and of courae, iha
Leltlemoent arcye. What aie tha
corisequences. of - the emaigling

vhiage of agravian . Entrepreneurs
oo Brs re=inwesting o sinualos
cutside the agiatien sech
Sesaion b wrich was chalied
by Frof, Veena Dag renlercd

arcund the theme SULTURAL
IGEMTITY, ETHRIGITY AND
NATIORALISRT, Tha bisck-
18

ground . pApers  mirculated  for
discuzzion wera:  OF Yjayva and
Marute: Heflactions on Matio,
neliat Qiscouras of Hace and
Byneety  byv Redhikes Doomars-
swamy: Motichallst Lieglogy
and 8 Comparative Anpthro.

pology by Bruode  Kapderoor
Buddhism: The Encountsr
of an Axlal ' Age Religion

with Maoderaisra by Gananath
Dheysekeia.  Prof, Stanley Tam-
biah wras the DHscussant-

Sarne mefar guestiona emearged
in this sesslon: Tho  first @ar-
lgined ta the continuitias, and
discontinuities. of Simhals: and
Tamif  Cultural  identity, arl
ethnicity ower  time. - This was
raized by Mlchasl Roberis, and
Eranlay Tambieh in réespanse to
Radhika -Coomaraswamy s papar.
The discuesicn ‘slsg mowved  to
Leslie EBunowardane’s widoly read
paper, The People of the Lion:
This paper. than became & site
for debae aver the pature  af
thi hisloarical eodection of Sin-
hala-Tomil  comllcr,  Coom8rs-
awamy, . in particualuy,  strasser
the =hiffing patare of tha  sslf)
ather dichoiomy vig-a-vis e
‘Sinhals political oréder.

Annther moment in  this s
cuzsinn owes thoe dabata aver
ihe  inflesnce  of nisslecnth
century - Burapean idess of ‘rice’,
on ipndigenods  Gonstructicns of
idantivy, R, N Q@ Rharmadasa
gusetioned  Gunawanlend’s arqu-
ment that the Finhala Crients-
list James Diabwis's rogist cate:
gariss wera influencsd by raa-
ding the German Crientolist Max
heutler.  Coormdrasswanty paintsd
out, hesavar, e 3 widaspaead,
weall  articulated  Eurmopesic dis-
cogrgge op rate' that  predated
James DFAbaie, 6 o1ne 185ih and
Y8th gentuces.  The debate then
marrred] Lo ST TOpks Mpsary Cons -
lrudtrons of laitity, ke ping tho
histericel iesdes raiEsd (n mind.
Theoratically, an intermsling point
that wvvas streszed svas the social
conefriefiviar  patura of  ethnis
identity, ]

& differelt ser aof concerns also
imfornwerd  the discussion.  Fiest
lozated in the paper orszented,
by Oheysekere the Souestion,
bl e W drle.'u ﬂ-|1E|IF|:'|.' ]:l'!."
Tamhiah, relaved e the funda-
mitnkal vontradictian of the giher-
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worldly nature of  docirnnal
Buddhism, and tha thls-weorldly

nature . of  awich o of  Budidhist
practica: ln. the lighy g ihis
gusslion, QLawsekore’s  classic

censtriet of Protesant Buddhism
received careful scroting, Ohoye
sekera ergled thap the . notion
af Proesianl Boddhism®  was
to be undérstocd metaphorically,
He alsg rpoted that it - shoold
not be seonoas a  simpla aco-
retafriic Ethic, 46 in the Webarisn
crotsdrygt, Cihers  aleo pointad
ol that the link ‘in  tha Sri
Lankan case betwasn 'Protestant
Budrhism™ and  Matinnallam was
gbeent in the European one.

Sazeian IV which was chalred
by Or. Michas| Robworts centored
eround the theme  LITERARY
AMD COMSCIQUSMESS. Tha
backgrownd popors circulated for
dizscussfon wore: The Sinhals
Literary  Tradition: Deabeta
and  DHacourss by Ranjini:
Gleysekan;. Hunger for Imas
gax: Myths of Feminity in
tha Sri Lankan Cinempa 19497-
1988 by Laleern <layamanne;
Matiansl and Ethric Cuiture
end Cultura] (dentity b K M0,
Dhermadaza.  Mr.  Rogoiy . Sir-
wardeng was b Biscossant.

In his opeping commants;
Mr. . Reggie - Sirfwardens- callad
irifo guestion ths uzage of such
constructed - catsgoriss g Vlie-
riture’, Whan telking of- [Herainre
it 3 Lanka, Peaple  generaliy
only disouss genres  al  haye
been “oonaacrated’’ by acedemin
institutions eg: ficticn, <drama
wnd poatey, within thls category,
It iz alzc this o] aeatsis chit
decidas what Ts acsihetically and
morally gond ar fbad, Tharefors
Fivadaza Siriscna’s works il
ba highlighted  swhils the impdct
orf papular romances which were
88 impatant during this period
are never discussad. i the same
wedy, (eledramas will ba analyaed
bnger mass cammunicadian but
niat under  Heeraturs,  Thers is
f.orving need fo oawldein all our
catecarias  toflagy o dospdls o tha
contredictions (hat mav e Gon-
trimad sithin 1Perm.

Critigpeed mnGoe again was 1Ho
miyth of the “Tradmonal Wik
with i unspodll laadscapes amld
irmamorelde - Jamily - pictics.
Lale=ndavarnanne usas Baudrillard



T cdume b deips o with this
contredictiany jnount socieiy n
briet cwhen thie Creal™ o5 in i
gtate of flux the media Credtes
aimulations of 8 romantic  paat
go that ona  finally leses touch
with wihat oha originol By thought
to ba raal.

hiterpreiations of literery wiarks
which can alse - be Sndlisgsced
by Hegamonic” Weolonies  which
intheir own edy iy too posit
g imaginane el For example
Pgartin - Whickremasinghe’s  novel
Gampsaraliya which sensitivoaly
portravs the ooprassive and con-
flicting - snvironmant of 3 villags
was inatsed ‘heralded for depic-
ting willage wnity and cardiality
in & racant erticls by an [deo-
lgee,

Thiz entire discourss  Sesma
to ba taking place withinoa
cantext of purism. My Raggis

Sirisvardena sees  the “traditional
willaga™ a3 the centrsl coltieal
vt thraugh which xEncphshic
sifaias of the Sinhals Dnfellgsntyis
have” congtrocten  for thermseldes
anr glhers &5 a defensive Bastion
agairrsl wdial they see as (he
desiucliive elsments aba multi=
etlinie, | Twestern aeta world
impnging upon us ltoois this
narrosy wnrld o mhich o hus
axgcarbated the cormant -crigie:

it was also notad, nob surE-
vigingly, thot the “mornent’  of
greatast oreetivity in tha modern
Sinhala Hberary  tradition sass
prodesed by bi-lingual  Intallac-
tuela in the G0 who atceessfally
fuzed forsign and ihdigencus
forms in their ek

Thiz eurrent. fefish of  purlsm
1% alaq extanded owans women
a5 thay are usudlly mads  tho
terrRln of discous=s am  tradis
fiaa A&nd religion, Feminism s

SEERN CAS lu:ir-.g 3 compleishy
“iesiekn™ concepl  {dospite ooy
Toth  centory - Buddhbist - puns

Wl NG similEr opinions w1 the
N popalar Thon SGathost asd
thus  abeolutaly  @prehansibla
whoen arfivulated by Sri Lankan
warran. A - great desl af rapa
and- wiolenca parpatrated against
wamen in films ean mast afian
ki linked ta tha sexual sman-
cipation of the temals  oharec-
bz, Moch- of ot 77 wlolencs
alan thad mo gtrone clemenl of
sexnal vialenes,

In the traditionsl willege'! both
thazs etrands  of poriam oars
oracght’ to g fruition. Mot onby
in tha villaga end its |landscaps
tintonchad ead unzpailt bt sn
mra its wamEn o in Ctheir  attive
and ginamenTetion  and canduet,
Thus The wiflace fao le feminized -
liks “an pssspves thar ghould  bE
prasaned,

Thia digocouras- of  purity and
aznentialism: has atso bazn ax-
tand=d to silence any: form of
dizssnt. . ‘When thion: form  of
chauwvinisrm ig takan up by coun-
tar-siate movaments 12 ovarvhal-

mire - effestivity s guarantesd
thiraudh the ‘gl Houwswer, in
e cantext of the sfate and

codmiar stale movemonts — hiath
wha brardish thee gun == the da-

bt Cis  continuodd- throuogh o ths
miefiom of grafbiti - amd posters.
Thius e are o being Son-
[rpatect with mese . myths, naw

literaturaes and  nawe art forms.

Sesaion ¥ which was chajrad
by Prof. Kingsles da - Bilva cen-
terad aroind the thape TMCORME

DISTRIBUTION, BURAL PO.

YERTY AHND SOCIAl- JUS.
TICE. The beckground papers
clrouleted  for  discussinpn wWara
Econamilz liberalisation, G-
wity and Foverty: Bri Lanka
in lvng yun FareEpective by
Mick Mooke; Sestainalrie Deve-
lopment and Socisl Wallars
v Godfrey  Gunotiliskes; Raflac-
tion on Friorithes of Sgttla-
mant Revelopmant In the Dry
Zong of Svl lanka by G H
Feiria. ki, Godirey Gunetillaka
and Dy 5 W H. da & Hamara-
singha ware (he Digciussants,

Tia key paipl hat emsediad
In: this segsien wag the Sinbers
pratability’ of “statisticnl data, ie
bos amalfeabilite in Cthe  fuoge of
the oological  orertation ol
idiffesrsnt d@thors;

Impotncs wes givan toothe

paktern  of  state and  privats
investrant and--its. effagt on
jaontneed o boge M4
Plationalism ...
[Crniinusd fros pops )
Ifeningy; fntiz bBlocksd the
fidticnatist Sinheless  urge 1o

re-astanlish political end culium
hegemany. More, 1he [nidicn
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presence stabilized" an inversion
of the  propger order of  Chings
N tha Sidhals oatmnalis] wicwe
Whila ther: s no onecessity far
this wisw, through the Gloss of
nefinaalism it communizitad
raclically & Binhless  subarding-
toyi whish could then ba usad
Ay un explanation for a2 great
diverzity  of  Csuffaing. This
undsrstanding mintaing its
political “significence thday.

i do "KOT stpts thaet  soch
iglazlogies ara agausal  This s
FPorimbansyagam’s  misunder-
standing. Matlonailst ideaio-
giaz do aol of themssives
being . abaut  wiclaneo oF
angender tho destructivaness
of enrmunalism or of sthnic
pejusiice,

IDEQLODGY A5 RATIOMALE

YWhat | DO say is zthat
thay can come o give cohs.-
rant =dirastion to a violeneces
which = already part of
polltical and aconomic pro-
cezdes, Mationaliat idealoglsa
man give form end directicn
0 wiglonoe and  imbues it
with o rationsis. | ailzo say
that vnoe naticnaliaf igeolo-
gies taks & domisamt hold
orar consclouanssa they can
be involved In major roda-
finitlons, redirections, and
trenzformintions of the mean-
ing of & arcot diveraity of
experiznse,  Thus feslings
ol rage engendered by poves
rEy, Unemploprment, Bursguc-
ratle delays, parsonal bumi-
liation  at  tha hends of
superiors atc, can fake an
neve imiport within nevlons-
list ideclogical understand-
ing, parngoss defleciing gon-
FEiDuENess awey Tiom  the
immediate naturs of tho
contant within wihkich the
tage initislly took form. s
| eaid in Legemds, wbat oy
indgad  be. the tory ool clasa
becames, tBrudglr the distorting

TN La T RTin af  natianalist
idaalogy. A fury which  esn
dizcover Ca  pew. meening. . in

callsctive “natignal" ar sthnic

auffering, & huinhtening of 8

faaling ol cthnic idemtity, and

g resnlubion in cehinie destrustion.
(To be comtinmed)
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Devolution and Merger

Kumar Rupesinghs

e 1987 Accopd is replote

wlth ambiguitics,  For o ing-
tamce,. onthe guastion of mar-
ger. tha seferendurm clausze di-
lutga tha moticon of the tradi-
tigmal homeland'' (fo ihe chag-
rine of tha ' Tamil  politlcel - ra-
pragantatives) while the cleuge
stipulating  pesszible  pastpones
ment af the referendurm ar  tha
digcretion of the President Tur-
ther willistes  the pelerendum
clanka o[t tha Cehagrin o of  the
Sinhala=Boddhisy  darces) . This
distrepansy Aol ambiguity could
weel | pimerge Ax a main paint
of santenfion oo the Tatons

Yet another unresohieg
terdious ieswae with 'ell the po-
tontials - for confligt azcalation
iz the guestion of security and
pilitical  perticipatien of e Sin-
Halges asttlers in the  msiged
Bloxtharn end Easter: prdvinses.
Tha 183 December  propasals
fromy the %6 Lenkdn ooearnment
for” instenee,  recurmended mar-
ging the Sinhalvs-mojoriiv freas
in tho [HELrich of Ampartdi writh
Monsrogaia - District. " Thig  wos
rejactad by tha Tamil sida uE
en unatcsotable trifurcation, of
thair traditions!l hormeland, whils
the Sri Lankan Qowvernrmant re-
sponded by atopping 2 staks-
ided aattiement -of Sinhalese
peasants  jn the.  Tamil eress
This lslikely o remainane of tha
mosl eanteptions gt sxplesive
ismuns  n the post-Adciard poerind
gk F awas hefore - he Ascond

con-

Yot another inigtance ol ambi-
ity pertaios 1o the dovolution
af oower, Tho &ccord docs not
spell put thip wmitemt and con-

tienit of sueh dewnlution, trea-
ting: it has a mere. “residual™
matter o ba negotiated in the
future. To gei a clesp fdes of

tha izzuas invodvad, we have o
atudy the protracied gproness of
confarences,  mediation.  aforis
apd peopasalzs. from both o sides,
The proposals of 19 Dacembsr
constitute & starking  paoint  for
disvussions with magard to &Ea-

veral dilffcult dnd: contentious
isspes. Those pertain o low and
grdur. land zsttlement, tha lin-
kugea betwesn the Mortherh and
Ezetein prowvinces end tha rela-
tionahipe betwaen the centra and
tha devolvad (off.  Among  Lhe
Tamil communlty. aeves, thee
ara fagrs, oot oonly  aboat o tha
inadanuaey of {he  powies o
be develvedd Bt abaout the go-
curity o the packans. Ctselfs i
is thorelors arguud thot devolu-
tion roust cba  cconstibutionally
quarantasd.  But  thera iz -8lan
s0rvd  Gouge - for - aptimism: Al
thoueh it delayed  znd  [ravarn-
cated are the issus the gevarn-
ment did go-ahead with Provin-
cial Coungtl elsctioms ine the
Marth and the East. Several of
the: Tamil - paihes o Beecorsd e
elpciinns sabich inclodead L
mpadeeaie . TLILFE "and th militant

LETE “ancl= 1efi  che ligld  ofen
fore dhe - EPRLF it mweep the
palls yncontested. At least in

the Eastern Prosbnce there Bp-
pEarsd to- be @ larges turnodt
despita threats: and infimidation
by ‘the LTTE. The EFHLE  orei-
tisn iz odifficul aud cemplex,
where withe lmied resources (1
fa hEs to implement & pack
age of polcies

g4 Short Term PFrogpects
for Perca

tothe Heecol writing @ new
pralltical” siyation hags amarged
which maEy have savipuz con-
sequences . A0 Paaoa in S
Lamka, Ther: (5 now g new
Fresidant - who has  bean ke
stifled into power., Since- his
ingunumation, the Presideast has
called for: peace and: reconocilia-
tich and has repeazdly omph-
gipd that & miliarey  sofution 1o
the conflicr will ot b o sglu-
tign,  His  pasition: s 2 strang
criticism of - ihe policies. of hia
predenosasagr, Heo'lasg consistan-
Uy emphasizcd dialoguse and iz
persunding the militants on both
sidus to join  the  dempecratic
procsas. He has' basn & con-
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sistent critio. af o tha ‘rele of
Indin-amd has indicated  that he
would prefer a pheesd and  e-
aguliated  swdthdraseal  af Indian
troopa. The lndian  Gowerniment
hez tesponded  daving, that it
witll swithdraw ks military - foroes
ongs the proviccial eddaciis in
the Marth and fhe East will be

abfe-to  peEwide fay lew o and
Pl T =2
Tha mget important factar in

euch protractad comflicie iz tha
politizal will  and ‘detarmination
ghowen 3y leadars- 1o changs &

Vigiow s ovcle of wer tooa wir-
Planis oyele of  padce. At pra-
senl thie casdition: ie - fuifilisd
by il siatemznts of - President
Premadass Bub this Is only-a
suflioient . comdition, - Lhe necas-

Eary  conditions arg prodracied

peice  nagatictions, o confnlerse
Building. . cend . place bailding
whiich will  ba tho  challenges

ior 1he nsxt faw yuoes.

d. Long Term prospacts
for Paaca

4.1 Towards & Multi-ethnie,
Alulti-lingusl and Plaraljst
Socicty

& crugial praolem’ canleon-
tEnn condlic] manegement  in
doooly  dividod mdit-athnic sacis
atics s how ta Fesch cops
eanzuz. and leqilimacy foragrac-
manta reached. Ofwen o athnic
lepders e outmanoeuyred by
maras extrantizt - tandericies who
are prapared  to  de-ledtimize
Agresmanis by terrarist altacks
bombings  and asEsESinalions.
Morravar, subiective  dufinitions
af dhe confict, 83 parcdivail
b the pakics  themaelyes) aften
et pnored. Hoothese  subisctive

vigws ara owoplooked. in o4 pro-
posal, ‘the  oonflicr: issus &
liksly to @igs again.

With the nassace  in - Parlia-

m=a2nt of the MAccord and with
tha obligatians of lndisg,  Sinha-
leze ehagyinist frorces which had
enjowaild Stabd pEmwEr now  be-
coume  anti-state forces opnossd
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to. the [Iberal democratic g
pariment. Tae preesnca of oyvar
RO Indien troope eucoura-

gesoand provides legitimacy 1o
Aln-stake farciiss it oraws on
Lawir - daeg-rioted  f2ers f. the
“thregt from  the Morh™  and
hélas to mobilize sub-nadonolist
agicitions of  the ‘Sinhulesza,
Hostilire 1o tha  |iheral democra-
tis cangaption fs evident in the
rscanl spatd of dssagsisations
and sather forms of - tarrr &l
eelechve killiags, A situatian s

rapidiy  develining whame the
ElAre a8 et maither imo the
Moy nar =i the South.

The canvupt of & unitary etals
may becat tha  Pead® of - tha
proklam. This motan of i unitary
stote, weith strang  cenlalizotion

gl g has besn  compoun-
nipd” siicg’ Sh Lanke  achisved
independence in- 1943 Maost

attampls ot decepiralizotion  of

poseer — jooal deecernmons, da-
L2nirzlized adminizirative avsiam,
Diskivt  Develupment Counells
— wenrn  pxpErimontal Cand oos-

metic, In all twises,. the  politl
cAl contrelized wlites wiere able

To assert. oontrol:  OF Ao,
Hhe “new dlevabytion.  packaon’
o The  indms repsnt @l the
most Guntenticus. Frovineial
Councis arg intarded nor only
far il Morth eaed  he East

Boat- il e apnlied 1w the whals
conntee C Despite © bovcotts by
semir of the nwjur political par-
Hes  these  Prwincisl  Councils
fire in oparation. Bdidelings on

which powsrs . glevalve to tha
Frowincial E[_mru;ilaf which: ara
Lo remiEin weitk the cant-e .and

webichi mrs 1 Wa conalieEnt pe

main b be aworked outoin pracs
tige.  The develutioh packsge
alzn dealy with the poawers of
tha “Guouvesrnor, the Chief Winis.
B2 — il 10 menticn thoss ol
the afrmy and  oolice.  Pregidont

Prsmaclasn has  repeadedly  rei-
fuerdtcad =jg faith #i the Provin-
gigl Cauncils, and  has  demae-
ced that he rendrlized odoi-
nfstration and Minister  ganuin-
Bly Cevoive pawer to the regions.
Unpfariiately, thara has o baen
el llile  liscussian o smwings
the:  mmesses and  the  padivical
parties on these matrers-  {Zar-
tninly Topal govesnmesEnt  admi-
nistratio.  and the roanAgemond
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of  provincial  councile on a
cauntrewide aso pay fosm o the
hasis for  genuine - dapcantralisa-
ticn of feraecr,

Aomoltletanic =tae wWith con-
sidarebils desolution ol

pOsUET
dopeans o cthe madcl  which
Coild” bsst  snhand  ooonemic
deveiopmsnt,  neas:  ond  the

relization of - sell-dotermination
and - herman rights for all coms-

munities: YWhethsr such ' de-
'E-EII'I‘HDHIBl:l_ Pronr structura . esn
operate witain A upifaty  state

will be a p=wm
Linigua i The current sitpaton
s thiar the  gowernment  has
Attemplind 1o diftuze:  Sighalose
lzars- By pgranting  — prosineal
autenomy not only T the gon-
tenticus arecs Lot Lo the avhnle:
country. As goqued esrhiee qui-
delines and progsddires iy to
ba slaborated, and  ihere muost
be & atrang will o implsment
A prosizeans ol othes lawss A
federal stale with  decentraliza-
fign anil  devalufion  of  posasar
oy fiwe prowvipnios Rad. been -
proescid carlice w50 W R D._
Berdarapaiks in 18924, 1T was
congitbered - but dropped bt e
Dunouyhmory  Constitution . -
larestingiy, diring the  dehlera
tions before rhe Sau Exary Ll -
miggion the tamil Concorses did
nat corme forth with- . any Cpros
pasas  foron qoderal systam.
Hhis was 4o rake placa in . the
piid Incenenddnnes parin:u:l iith
e Tormavion  of the  Fadaral
Party in 135%,

ot contantion.

Durinig: the  rescant digcuzsions.
propesials forca faderal salitian
hawve - come  from’ Cdemonratic,
secilar fasces froem wibhin sibee
ticria ' of The SHiohaia aad Tammil
palitical formaticns Ihe pons
capt of the fodedsal srars i it

13 fa ehiRige G54 wishle aler-
mativa, st demyetholoniza the
repreduciinn. ol  teo assantial

sefs ol mths: firmthe, the “chn-

sen o proples ayadroms  af The
Sirtalase ond the fear af ihe
“deman® dfrom cthe Barihs oge
condly, ‘the fear af the  Righa-

lege ae “impEialisin” aml  thao
abandoning ot “Pur Tamil' and
athel vadants f sopardkist my-
thrlogies Nortured. by eRctions
pf. Lthe Temil pecpla.
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4.2 Bacurity

A tundomentsl  goestion s
hizww to provida & sensc of se-
CHrLy 0 3 minaariiyt swhich as
expuricnosd the sscessas  cnm-
rittid By sn umdisciptined  so-
curity - force. . Sach g sansg- at
security isonemhal Ttoo jersyads
over one ! hundrod thousand  pe-
Tuneaz" o Fetusn Bome for che
task of reconstroction. [t ld
invalve. Assurance  that  the
pogrons ol Ehe pasy aedll opor
ba.  repetod, &od o that the
peapls have the protaction  of
lewe  and arder

Tha & Lankan secusity farce
and the peolice  must be Gones
varad fram 4 Sinkaless ethnic
army im0 a. muolti-sthnic army.
Effarls must be made o croote
& - professional  secudity  ioroe
capaile Cof  diztinguishing  bet-
weBn C'ternitists’’ and o giviliane
The army muet: ba depolitizad
and iz requires  Isternatianal
cooReration Sin pofcn and  anmy
Hairfirgy Moreover it Wwill  ba
interesting  fa wee hate e
guerill army canc be transteired
intothe police and the  army
of afa Mdarth and the Eest,

4.3, Roeforms of the
Plantation Sector

Anothar feclar is the  gues-
tion of the chil- and  pelitical
status af rhe Indian  swarkers

fiving am the teo eetates in the
Cantral Highiands. Alraedy same
Temil graups hove bean  Adv-
cating & linkaae - of ihe MNoe-
ther Tarmil guestian  wilky the
predilerms . af o thase  plantasion
aarkrs, cluiming  thal a’ futura
Eelam should dncorporsng Tamil-
spoaking peoples of the Centrel
Frovinoe, - Such  claiime. wouid
anly. same o Weighton  Sinka-
lxsa anxiety & confirm fears
with ragard o tho  “Balkanicas
tion'' of the coontry, The govern-
ment. hes  restered  cifizenship
righrs rx ahis commimity,  but
much remaing to be danp be-
fgre they  bepome citbaeny gojo-
wing  equal damocienc  righis
Ciisensiip rinhta mean  that o as
Cilirens they would Be éaptidod
b &l thaee Facilitizs awvailatalo 1o
ihe met of the popolation, To

[Continued oo pape 35



BOOK REVIEW

Thoughts of Shan

Tllaly A, Gunawardhsns

Political Mamairs of an unrapantant Commupist

By B, Shenmupgathasan
Hat atrfkas  the | reader
whigthar  he fgrows with

shanmugathasan sbrand of Al
fsmeor nate i the clority of his
wision.-Hr has never baan . &n
wpkrtunist, o in kbeth  the proc-
tigal fs well @z the theoraticel
ECSE .

If by =some: guirk of higterical
necessity {nan-Mamisis ol
gpy fete)  Shesnmugachasan k-
came the bead of 3 peolotarion
dicratarshiz In Sri Lanka, say in
the  sixties; this. ook wougld
Fave . besn  published © by the
&l Lanka Peoples. Stare” Pub-
lisking Houss &z our wvarsion
of - Mooy Bud Book [Mao's
Thounhts}, and weoold heve ba-
coma eguired resding for avery

literate adult in - this  acuntey,
¥ not exactly  this, =omathing
re-written By Humar  Javawar-

dena (whoo would bave besn in
charge - of the publlegdtn of the
fweanty dolume Shanmuaathasan’s
Cadlaered  Migrks's  yuthlcssly
removing the mora. sentimontal
and whwipusly  petit-bourganis
reminiscing - {eg: veferances 1o
Pihai Joayewickesema  bims apd
aipain and  hote he esaisted the
Grear Doar Laadar and  harsist
Thiimlewr o awaid baing treatad
too  hmarshhe by &8 bourgeois
govarnment in detentinn, ned-
lacting of course the thousands
af eomman proletarians), o ld
heve bean |:‘:-LI|::-|i5I‘||:|j, She weonid

hewva  praduced . o igorouoshy
doctrinalie . handbool withe a
gtrong’ didactle tone in ' shoro

ecrteasl Ta her  schaolarly disger-
tation - wihich was  werlttes In
pre=Shanmugathasan tinres upcse
Britizsh imaarializt  guldanees, ot
tht London Universfiy, it 1 am
not miatekan.

Then | can imagine our bolo-

vead Great Leaders apd - Marxist
Thinkes, and President of the
Paaples Hepabilic. gf  Sii Lanks,

Shammugathasan, cvarthrown and
our, next oreat  baloved lesder
Miijsweara coming o poswar wiih
the huelp of  capitalist  roader

18:35.

Price fig, B0 303 peges
Den Xian Ping. in the 70s.and

the ratl book - Thaughls of M
Shanmugathasan”  baaned, and
burnt in poblic es bring az

resctionory and backelard [ooking
as thu Tripitsks and  (he Bible.
and ‘tha aditar Kumad Javaaar-
deng mada  fa lapnuish in &
anice i iratian CRmp in Walla-
waya inthe company of  KOw,
iy Silva, Amaradasa  Fernancdo,
Batiy Weerdkaoon and Wictar |van,
Thwn . wne eould  ger  heald
ol the only - gopy o the
arigingl publigation awvailable, i
the-exicnsive.  library of tan
Goonutilaks, and | could imma-
nime how he  waould oxirack it
frem B secret  hiding. pleca
behind a tall baojesbeil, and tell
the inguirer In: hgshed bones that
ks e oA molectors itemn |

Ao osveryons knows  hs  was
the - urswerdng  Mao follower,
and fnthe’ book there is & great
deal anout him. and  eriticism
of pust Moo Chiness leadersliia,
‘nanitzlist soadars’. Unlike  thy
athar Communizt party snd s
lepdership, Shanmogsthasan had
the haassiy 1o hreak sweay from
bith phix Chinese and the Al-
banians - when  fhelr policias
clhanged. The leadership of the
pro=Moscow  wind  held  fiemly
to tho Moscow bnethrough all
the wiciseitudss wf changes in
the Mopacow hairarchy, ignaarlog
gll the acriticiesma of Ehroshee
of the Stalin ars: the Beshney
resinration Snd now Gorhadher's
Prestroika and qlasnost, Tha Moa-
ooy awinn hara ke il pther
Moscowr  orianted  comrnunist
parties are not botherad ebout
(he iNegaocality of holding areto
contradiotniy proposticons. Shan-
mugalhazan b his  cmedic has
been homest  too himself, eyvan
thouagh soma may  think he s
misguidedd. He hasin this ook
aired his wlews with. great sin-
carity, -and he has  axplained
hig: position vis o wis the Tros-
Eites, the pro-MMoscowr Carmmis
nigt. Party, dnd tho AN P very
elegrly
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Unfortumately. o - fortunately,
having. falled. 1o [eud tha = pka-
tetarign  Feswalulian with tha Fed
Flag Umion: ai fts haed, Shai-
mugathasan bas done the nest
bemgr - thinn —weriting hig memairs.
Vo dio oot kneowe “§5f 0 the plente-
lion workers apd-the deprazsed
cazies in the Marth would  re-
rrembeer - his waliant afforts at or-
ganes g them 1o ushar the dawn
of & nuw wra,s steering claar of
Trotskyism, eformism of tha
Communist Pait o hesadad by
keuneman, and Che Guevarism
of the JY.P. AL leask fhose
who are students af e |rit
movameant i this Solint v sl
far @ long time 0 corne,. res
mesmber thizs - reminscing oy of
a wet unsatisfeciosily  chasted
period in nur eecend Chisiore, |
wish he had the bme: and pa-.
tience to expard the more his-
torically  linpuiant  pariod in
which tha LSS P, and thao orl-
ginal Commerist - party plaved

B cruslal eale in taking the |sF
rceeimant farwsnd, We sl do
nat kavw oproecisehy why o the

organksed. Wigrgists splintused =0
much in thie country especially
in the fifties and sixtias.  The
4N P - phenomasnon has baen
dealt with from- a8 Marxist point
of wigwr, Bat than ha Ras oot
bevn okle to sy mush  Bbaot
the changes  that have ieken
place in JW.P.  philosoaby e
tagtics bEefwasn thair firstemer-
gancs ino the Barly SPYERITCE,
gnd fha racant exmansion  with
anothar necanigatian e thndem
the DN The Desha premis].

Unlike Lernine or Meo, who
Wrote A Qreal teat while Crb -
ad in rewalutiongEey oy, Cour
Margizts haee fof cared i eh,
pither foorecord their own ex-
pariences, or indulne in  thenfi-
sng an their own etands, accom-
pliishiments,  and  faliuves. De M,
M. Furera, and Dy Colvin R de
Silva were in @ unigus  posi-
tian  ta - examins. our political
situslion inogrest detail starting
from the thisties, and both of
ithesn hadd the necessery acsds-

mit tmining. to &g gn. Howawvar
mat until Kumari  Jeyveswerdens
ermbarked  on  her wark, owes
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anything systamatc- alirmpted to
gwaming, and  analvsise the
mul li-feceted, paormously conp-
Vox featuras of  the rismg wor-
king class movements  of  1his
country,  Batty MWesrakoon  pub-
liehad Colein K. Dae Silva’s con-
tribution,  recently.  Forélgnérs
toa hewse mades some  studivs;
dd thiey sulier from  tha foct
they hews Fad 1o rsly oon pab-
Helied i matarigl hera’  and’ that
s wonfingd o what  appes-
redd onlyin Englists, Henca, the
.apoeAranca of Shanmugathesin’s
remotrs h&e boen & Signiticent
pddition 'to -the litsrature of
tha Joft. Shanmugathasan unfor-
tunately plaved  onhe & mntar
role  in  tha ganeral  laft
mavement, And  gob  himself
dsnlated . wampietaly alper  the
gevantics aAnd  his - Communist
Party. hay neithar @ siuni-
ficant Trode Union membernsiio
S 3y oloctoral mm:lr'lnga. Hix
admits T had gpent 2 good
fpart of - my political lifa in the
Trade Unign disld 1 wauld not
b wn oexagerstion 1o =ay that
inelividostly. | Bud poseibly won
Mere  acandmic  wiclorias as wall
ps  re-instatament in cenplbong-
menl fof workera throuah wagss
biardls, - snchestrisl © cours A
lapour  ribwepdls than,  perhaps
any -ather brade union leadar . ..
Bt lowens e fomed o 2k
myaalf the question 88 10 whi-
‘thar this hadd bed Ctos raformism,

On many. one oceasisn 1 had
spen that whin wa help 13
imperona the economin Clevel of

-any saction of the workers, the
endency of auch botier off wor-
Rers weas to shun revolutinnany
politics or go owver to reformiat
“radde uhiang.

| wrish he had spent s0mEe
morn time i ogaing into grogter
datall about that golden era of
|eft politivs: Havlndg raad histoery
gt the Universise, this  ehguid
be no difhiouit task.  He could
CENEMInG  the svents, INGYeMBNis.
sccnmplishments, and  failures
“fram B8 st -higtarians point. of
wiew!, That soubd greaily sop-
ypeernant Kuman  Javawernlens’s
doctoral  dizsertation, and  Add
anather dimenalan to that Bigtory,
‘the dimenzion ohly 8 participent
could supply. -
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India’s Lanka ...

(Copdiowig Arem pnod 1A
segment of 5r Lankans &swel]
Az -Indiane thot in the avent of
the [PKF's wuithdraw'al a fratricidal
weAr bebween the militant groupe

fpoass immicent.  How da bring
Lotk the LTTE and the EFRLF
as weetk oas  ite oallies armund

as partlelpEnts and pot mildiant
advnrseries 0 the  poliles of the
north-cast s 6l snalfier jusne
o wlich  the o leadeggiips of
both the wosniies will ewe o
wiprk oot eertaln C Commitmcols
and onderstanding so that  the
process of the |PEFS withdraeal
iz hagtened,
The Fact thar the  ministerial-
Isvel Indo-Sri° Lanka talks in
Mew Dalki wara protraciad is
understandoble in wview of tha
rigid =tamce taken by both tha
sides sarlies. b remains vet fo
ba =zaan whether the ultimate
nutcome of theeg telks wili lead
e @ madbually sgresd nameption
arp haghe the sidas recacding {he
implementation af the accord o
whethar  further - corsuliations
bgpwres the ten  dowcrnmaenis
will e nacezsany lpothe coming
months. et any eeers, delayed
gotion i this respect would
affeot botlr -— S Lanka: in terms
of gystemic - stability. if  not
stvivels but India much ‘more
s in terms of image,  status
and cradibilivy as the pra-dminant
peaey  of ths ragkon.
(ERCTT TR T

Four Decades , .,
rontinued. fram page 739,

gioweth and distribution. &t the
sgma  timez snecial aftenticn waa
peid o the sigriliconce of ragio-
pal and sectoral  variations in
lmdustry and peasant sgriculture.
Tha ‘pattern in the disparity of
resource  allocation. and  income
diziribution thet amerged in ths
analysia codld be linked to the
growing rasantnent BIICHNE
difterent sorial si:eia &nd 1o the
ensuing excalation of tha ethpls
cenllicy,

Howewers, Insplie of the fascl-
ninting analysis of asonomic date
that weas  proscnied, the lack
af a paradigro for its theorstical
ardering in solation 1o the current
crizie wogs noiod.

In oonclusion, the workshaop
was axtramely weeful in bBelping
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uz re-think much of the recalved
wisdin af -5z Lankan atudijes,
and reconcspivelsing  many of
thes - lesy eriegaidas af ita formo-
fation,  Howwever, it was exiiemaly
redrafol - thet canly @ meagre
gepoot al ap Emstern’ and Mor-
thern ‘thiscoudsn entarad the dias-
CUSEICnS.

snacther profeupd gilapse  in
tha worlshop . was tha neer toial
fbgance of yender spesific. analy-
giz of datq =- eapeciellisin kay
greas as educatian,  develapriant,
gocizl svellare and mobiity. The
majarity of the periicipants alzo
unfortunataly displayved & ralgo-
tence to discuss feminist issues
and methods of analysis,  Litfde
effart hed been made by most
pf {he pEpsr writers o Uven
conslder the  ralavance of  kov
pozt—macerniat theariate such &%
Bourdiai, Foucaalt, Kristeve i,

Haopefully, inthe difficult yours

ahegd, & new gesamtion of
scholars, influencad by thoss
modorn theorists, will continoe

to muoct and keep aliva Srilenka’s
rich tradition  of schalarship“in
tho Hurmonm - Scienaes.

Apanda Copmaratwamy . ;.
fCarbowed feolh Wi T3
grateful; | mean tha philoszopher
gnd thelogiso,  Ananda Coomds

reawiamy. CHhess  have written
tha  truth abouk life” and  reli-
gion and  man's  owdrk, Cibeers

hava written aoad clear English,
Cthams have had the gifo of witty
exrpoaition. Ckthoers P gnuders-
pond the mctaphysics ol Chris-
tignity and others huve unders-
tand the metaphysice of Hin-
duisen and Budhism, -Qthors have
undersinod the true signiticance
of erotic drawings and sculptu-
reg, [ithers hava ssan the re-
fationships pf the true snd the
cpgod and the baautiful Others
hawe had apparantly  unlbioritad
lgarning.  Qihars  heve  loweed:
athars have Leen kind and.ge.
narous. Bul | krow of fig one elss
in swehom &l thesa pawarns havs

combined, | dare nol candoss
myself his diseiple:  that wogld
anly cmaarass bAim. bocan only

gay that | bolisve that na other
fiving weritar has willien tha truth
in mattare of Art Ffe And e
ligian and piaty with such wis-
dom  and  understandineg’



Another look at Sarvodaya

Douglas Allen

DBharma and Development: Beligion as Aasource in the

Sarvodaya Mevement £y Joarpne Aucy

Revizad sdiion.

% notad by nurmsiouls intar-
prafers of  Theravala or
Southein Buddhiam, traditicnatly
there has heen a Utension’ bei-

peaan thie mlreanic e8nd karmic
pursuits . &nd B fundamental
difficulty in estavlishing any
integral - dynamls  ralationship
betsvaen thicse . twio oilenitelirone
Tha spiritudl  movement  haz

wyncied - oo be from & fess enli-
ghtenad cancern willy outer daads
towrasd an inner-diresisd  medi-
tatien Bnd pussnit of enlighiten-
moent —that s towsred & wein-
drayeal from  the  dctive  sociad
world and pny  eBri0Us reldticn
to the karmia realrs H ons cis
aufficionily spiribeal, why  toko
aaripusly the prenimvanic resllm?
Why neot siflve io trenscand
ehaalutaly the social, sconomic,
aultural, and hislordsal warld of
mays gnd srgssad This fradi-
tignal origntation s comatetely

challangad by the Sanodave
EZhramadana  Movemens L. S
Lanks.

Hraraia ang  Davedapment,
published in 1983 was haspd

on fiehl work with the S
daya Shremadens Movement dane

by Joanna-  hacy from June
18979 until  June THI0C Dbiady.
who was &8s mueh Jen. activ

participant -as an. observar, is a
practicing Buddhist, a social
Brtiviet, and a lward  mambar
of  Sarvodaya  Iotermational. o
1984, Mecy  returned to0 S
Larnka for teo oxtonsive
gnd she hee  added @ chaptar
oarvodava in the hid- Elghties:
Ln Update™] for the revised 1265
aditior,

Earpadava (Uthe awakening of
all*y  began maodesthy  in Fri
Lemka in 1985 when & young
goignce  Ewaslhor, & T, Ariveratne

organized 4 Sgroup of chigh
schanl atodents Tor 3 Dwa-wagk
“haliday work. Camgs” in o8 ra-

male willsge, (& T. Afwaraing,
fourider and  President of  the
Sarmvcdaya Shrgmadona - Mave-
ment, bas astittan the introduec-

e E

Eion too Dhsoma ol Oevalea:
ment.y Thiz wes tho beginning
of ghramadsng [TgiingT oar
teharlaz’ of “human ansgy
gr Matiot” — a oollastive  labor
project), sehbch hasz been at tha
heart of (ke wiilege - eslf-halp
mowgnent,- svern RS the Samo-
dava  Shramailans Woveameant
latar developed complex reginnal
national, and Jintermational steun-
tupas Bnd velations It bas Desn
ggtimnated by tha Movemaent Lval
it engeges 100000  full-tims
wwarkess.  mghilizing  peogpie ©in
abmut  B000 willages in S Laenlka;

In many placas, Mooy inlerms
us  thar har approach @8 ot to
avaluate fhe Sarvcdaya Move-
ment in lerms of tha sthrengths
oroweakness  af s aconorric,
cultural, aad cormmuinity policies
and  roiroms. 4 Newverthelass,
rgadars - cannet. faill i dabact
har sympethotic, sven eathusia-
skig, attitude,]) Insicad, azsuming
that such davelopment proars ms,

¥a. e =oceessiul.  must gal)
pouigtar  partidipation trom oA
wilao bagse found ine the  Sindi-

genaus traditions, Macy focuses
on howr ihe Boddhist  Dhharmea
g5 -evokeld and  revelorized by
Sarvodova, has  providad  such
a foundation cend  mousoes . af
witakity, frdeed, the Buddhist
Oferma  dlolzrmings o the  wery
peture and mesning of Cdavelan-
ment,” its onoals, and  its ap-
propfigta maans,

Alincugh DHarma ol Qevelog-
migat is not 8 philosphical wnek
in tne technical eanzd of deral-
lod ohitosophical * analysis - and
aroumanigtion, it is o n heook o of
great phllosophica!l  sigrilicance.
It preecnls the  ~phildscphy’™ af
the Sarvodaya Shremadend Move-
rents its Byddhigl. essumpiions,
tentral Buddhisl concepta, Bud-
dhilst: practices, noals, and, ori-
teria cof  avaloation.  Wa may
dellmeate five conterns  of we-

mosl  philgsophizal jmpaortance.
Firsl, Sarvodayy nepeatedly
claims - that it is retumasg 0
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Book Raview

West Hartford, Conpecticut; Komanan Proass.

this early, rewotutlonary teechinga

ol the Buddhz reclaiming thaiw
arigingl  mesnings  and  meking
tham rolewint o Conlemporang

Sri Lanka. Emplhasized in dewelop

ment prograris: aimed oAt the
awakening of  all” and Tthe
total [not jost ‘matorialy owwells

haing! of the people, is the
interdepandance of  lids, a5 &x-
pressed in the Huddha's  Mds-
pepdeny  so-aising” {(paficcssd-
mipmdal .. Conirested are ihe
causal lnks in "tha dependent
co-#rging ol a8 dasadent - gad
g Samworlapa Willage.'”! The Foum
ploble Truths, the Subilime Abodes
garg, and other basin eechings
grec  portroyed  or reipterpreted
in- tarms of social  inteaciiang
amphasizad 05 oolicetivie, &3
well ss individuz! and porsonal,
awakaning and weall-boinng,
Second, the Sarvodayis Ehra-
madens Movernent  chaliennes
moch of  treditional  Buddhist
philosephy  end  raligion:  the
el |-being of all, dacantralized
eglf-ralisrce a5 & devalopmsnt
gaol, -8 purvRsive  antl-authorn-
Farian al;lprl}n-ﬁh.. a redical EQE.”.-
tarianiem end emphasis on par-
ticipation in - desision-making, an

appogition to o sogial diviginne
such ee those al class and
cesis, &end  so Borthe - &l of
this' iz basig on the “original”

Buddhist Sharma.

Third, & symbictic relsionship
iz esfablishad  bsbween  S#rvo-
dava and the Ssaghe: the mle
af Byddhist monka has heen
crigcial In Intraducing, - argani-
zina, and legitimizing Sarvodayu's
grassrocts  Activifies, while  the
Movemunt's soritual foundation
halpe to revitalize (e Order Bnd
the moanka”  Yocatior resiorng
the widsr social responsgibllities
they carried in precolonial davs
This has nat basn Secithool Op-
pazition from ths Samghs, from
aotaervative monks  and thoss
wln vigw decentralized popuolar
declston-meking  as sroding (het
traditbonal  gutharity.
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Fourth, on, philesophizcal #p4
relissicua - grounds,  the Sareodoya
Ehramadens Movamant challan-
ged tha major contemporany de-
welopment mndels. Deavelapmant
canat: be deflned  sxclusively
o tarns of parfosy Eronomic
EIL'!-EH_. dusli - au 'ﬁ.ﬂximizin[; tha
production ol goods. In-addition
t providing food, housing, haalth
care’ pdocation, and 8o forth —
4nd “thase meads are not negis-
cted — ' development’’ must in-
clude & =sate, clean, eng beeuti-
tal environment and the fulfill-
ment of  oultidrel and Capiritaal
riedads.

Fitth, althaiah  the  Movement
hes  begn ciplturally 5;:-|_:|_:51i¢ {]
Sri - Eenka - with its: primarny Bod-

dhist wreptation; it claims Lo
b= rebigicosly pluralistic, . wath
bazic  principles thit  can’ be

eraily. embwased by pthar Raiths
encd wvirh itss ultimsts  poal  of
Safvodars,  the  awakening ol
all,as wishvoddre or world aws-
kining:

Vifa may
TesaTvdtians,
and  the

rRize
niE

e passible
vEry  carseral
athet o  spesific
I omcat | ganeral  ferss,  Sarme
readsrs  will opaesnon - wlhiether
tha Servndaya Shramedana Move-
mant poovidlss an Caccdrate  ine
terpreralion of the teaching ol
the'  Roddha, thair’  “original
meEanimy” Fater distarted. Many
daes not provida sextual docu-
rmenlation  or other - argumants
fur sueh  interpretations: conzi-
st with  har  purpase, =he
simpdy statas, usuelly iy 8 sympa-
thetic and  approving wey, o 1he
Movemsant's  inteiprooalion, Ger-
Winly e Buddha's wicws e
casta, | clags, women,  powrer,
and &= forth may b oo
amblgursis “than as  proscotod
hare s BF course  one who guess
tions some of This intipretat o
of the “griginal teachings™ may
atill e wehy - enthusiastic - about
en eBttamaot o be eslactive in
the usa of-soma of the DEarms
to rendsr tham mbbs  applicabls
tod iy,

Ir mere specifle . tSems, ©ane
miey  cprastion awhaber the Sar-

eodaya obilosophy i 50 ideadisc

andd umopidan thar it sl B ine
sulficiant for the Movoemont 1o
realizs it ‘own goale  such Bz
the radicel redistribution of

25

poiner necessary for ihe tatal
wenib-baing ol wle In-the Move-
munt's affort o e Sronparisan,”
to aveid s akacerlEiing soclal -
visioms, =nd toresalize 1he Eva-
keming of o, Gtheéee i no sersa
in Dherma and  Dergfopesent of

sgtrggale” ggeinel  those who
bangfit moat = from  opEREssion
end caxplobiation in CSr Lunka.

Instesd thare iz the hops  thit
thaze with oower Will e won
gver: By appeals to the indis
penous spirigst velues and by
petsonal gobd  deedz and ke
amire. dWlapy  deseribas o thedaity
galues  and  <odemants © tha
amaring . accomplishiments  aof
Sanoidaa, but shi never gives
any exampies of the  egonimic
and ooditical - alite’ the  oppes-
give -and edpinitative landoseners
the multinalicnal frperial gt s
teraste, and so Tforth woluntarily

rebirguislsing  fhair powor and
daminaticn.
The Samvadawva Shtemadace

MWoverpaint may -be wiwaed #s5a
Buchlthist "socialeospit |, ERartag
miny:  sibeilarities  weith  recent
ks g Thenlooe™ in the West
[but weithout Integraging  Mards
anilysis of cxploitetinn and clies
strugglel. By, emphsasizing toe
rocioedunomis: Aspecty and i
plications of - the Ehame, SEF-
voadava presents 4 Duoddha whoge
teachings  on socials souslity.
crandrrs - sharingg, political deci-
sien-making and’ so forth wre
both fewaluticnarny and  relesent
today:  such revolutionarny feschs
ings are Gftered  os g challynne

toousodb e Ara to ezliza the
wall-baing &g Sslvakaning  of
ell. :
This vasiaws wias crezinnlle Selfishsd p
Phtlosophyi € a3t & YWesk o poa
sptan s by zhe grbior. — Fif;
Devel ution. . .

Flacmmied [frmn- popes2E
suctesd. this poaticy  will o hawe
o sonfrond [he  questian of
wehather o Grlinie | such ar-
chaie prodietion - eelpidong a5
the estate, (he line system,

where warkors B, and b pes
steictlon. of workor mobiliy,
Reforms are neaded to comvert
these' wagl ‘sstates into emaklsr
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haldinge, where 8t ledast  part
af tha land would bBe distri-
buted. Buch & rafarm  owoulkd

heip td democratize landbolding
and anhanes dsmocratic - ot -
cigation, Such loand  digtributicn
should involvae both  cormmon-
tiaz. Unlefs reforma iz conducted
in thia eram Econ, thera e raa-
sznn o faar that thiz would ba-
core 48 -potent sourca of violemt
conflict,

5. Tomghasigr

The Indde=Sei Lanldn. S
ment has remowerd the etats of
armed  violenoe and war  bat-

wipan the two protagonista (ths
i Lanken stats and tha Tamil
palitica-military - arganizatians],

inerely opecing  the ey far
epnflict  managemsnt,  Hodbeaot
ly resolvipg ahis lsshe ot has

yenarated - confhints froar wighin

thir Sirdulese themseives,

If 5ri Lenks iz
drewn . into

not io ba
i owoites . whara
Darbenzm is the orfdsr of tha
clay, B EaeElataied.  progremme
for  ronflict resalution will . have
tx ler lannched, The state neads
o hecames an  instrument of
cortflict ~managament Iy mulil-
othnic  plersl sogiery.  This  pe.
quiras maninativie relormes, - so
85 - td - CcOnWORE @ mdioritarian
hegemonic-basod defadiive stoto
besad an  paltron-client selation-
ships into & rationgl stete coapa-
zla of distributing resplurcoe ond
arcording cewvards  accosding b
achisvamant. Indssd, this muane
iransformating  the S Lankan
oolily 0 g demccretic mtate, and
restruciuripng - the aoorcmy pod
the sociel relaions which govarns
thiz socifly, W oassumes 8 B
of thinking, feeling and beHevling

wehiers the respecive commim -
tise can  lomm oa common o S
Lankun o idontite. . I e shoe
tarm, the forcge of chaweinism
and: athno-populisrm . may - tend
to gain  escendangy . @nd  can-
turg the pelitical spece. 0 tha

lxigger perspective, the slebara-
Han: af 1he donflict  procsaa
vl depend  an the ralativa
batance nf Spower  bBetweasn the
ke aciars — Delhi,  Colombo,
Tarmit: Mady goveronant and the
Tamil apd  Sishaiese  palitico-
military iormuliens,



Ethitic Conflict and Human Rights in
Sri Lanka: An Annotated Bibliography

Cenitpiiad by Kumar Augssingfa and Sertni Verstappen

This fully annorated  bibliopraphy on athnic oonflice and human fAghtes in 86
Lanka iz an aitempt to captuva and record documents amanating from the violent
aonflict in Sri Lanka, focusing on the padod 1983 to 1988, Through its owver Z,300
annotated entrizs, the hiblingraphy conveys the tfaumatic changss through which
Gri Lanka went duving this period, from the 1982 meferandum for the satension of
the life of Pariament {0 the ethnic disturbancos of the sumener of 1283 and thara-
aftar, and the numorous attempts that have besan moda to sesk a nogotioted
solution:

In additing to the basie acadamic lilarature published a5 books or appaaring as
afticles padodicals. a wide range of primary dosurientafy sources aro also listad,
including  raporte from  national  and inteenstional organizations,  important legal
documents, padiamentary debatas, oya - witness reports, and fast finding missions.

Entrigs ara  arrangsd undar 20 broad hesdings, and thara ae three indexes:
author, subject and geographic.

May 1989 0 80545055 5 578 pages £45.00

A Hang Z2ll Publishers titia

ORDER FORM
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_copies of Sthaie Conflict and Hunran. Rights: Ar Arpoeialsd Sililiography at £48.00
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Play Lotte and be a winner !

Choose the winning cembination 1o ek the jaokpol,
There's fots of mopsy 1o be won every week in this
exCiting, iptarnationatly famous numbers ganmd.

And remembes iUs aot just fyck — wse yoor brains o
chaose the fumbars. :

Prizes

15t Division prize -- gll & nurnbers coreect
Znd Division prize — any B numbars Cofrect
3rd Division prize — any 4 numbears correct

See your numbers win every Friday at 2.25 p.m.
on Rupawvshind.

Play
Lotto

there’s a lotle’ money in it !

National Lotieries Board

14171 5it Chitampslam A Gardiner Mawatha
Colombno 2
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BANK OF CEYLON
Puts you in touch with the
Rest of the World
Right from your Hometown

Branches in Galle, Kandy, Matara, Kurunegala, and

Jaffna have International Units with facilities for

% Import/Export
Travel abroad and Foreign remittances

% Encashment of Foreign drafts and Travellers
cheques

w Opening of N. R. F. C. Accounts

Keep in touch with the World from your Hometown

bringing opportunities closer.

Bank of Ceylon

Bankers to the Nation.
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