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THE PREMIER PORT

IN SOUTH ASIA

A mazsive Pord Expanszion Project has transformod
Colamba into 8 modern Containesr Handling Port and
Tranghipment Gentve gualifying ftor “Base Port” status
with the following additions! facilities to the Industrial
and Commercial Fort Usears;
® Bulk-Handling facilitizs for Grain, Fertifizer and Cemant

#& FAebagping and Reprocescing facilities.

# & Streamlined Bonding Servica,

Ay special requiramaents could te srranged for on reguest

Enguiries:

SRI LANKA PORTS AUTHORITY

19, Church Street, P. 0. Box 535,
Colambo, Sri Lanka,

Telaphone: Z6EG6EH S Telex: 21805 PORTS CE

— —k = - s

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



FARE |NCREASE

Granting an_ appeal hy
private bus owners  the
gavernment has  pelrvittad
8 fare increaso beginming
Janvary 1. Tha govarn-
ment hes not announced
the: inGraase, itself thoudgh
the  decision to grant an
iNCreasa Wwas  anfounced
Bl & press conferance,
Other hileas arain tha offing
food too.

MORE ENGLISH

r. Lokubandara, the
Minister fow  Education,
Coliural Affairs and Infor-
rnatien, wants more English.
Ha has roguosted o -
mant pensioncrs proficiant
i Ergish o coma: farward
arvdigach English fora faw
hours gt a sehool or pip-
vana near their homas,

Mr Lokubandara has told
the pepsioners in 8 letler
et aldng st their pen-
sion wvauchess for DocoMm-
ber: In keeping with our
policy of sffording egual
ﬂ?pﬂr{umtlcs in the field
of educatinn,  teaching of
English will receaiwa anam:
phasis inoall sphonis and

Ff'lrl'-’F}l'Iﬂﬁ sonn, | earnesthy
iipe you will  respond
pasitivaly to this call and
j@in us s cihis great na-

tichal cndeavour

TRENDS & LETTERS

Stop Press —

‘The Fraphet Armed’

In your: ‘hurriedly  pannsd
onit’ in Lanka Guardian af
Moe ©5, 1883 on Ar. -Hoh-
ana-  Wijeremara. wau havs
in wodr haste o omitted 1o
rmake: refarence to i high-
gst damacratia  achieeemoenl
e that At the 14HZ  Prasis
deptkal Election ke was ple-
e fhid 1o Mp 20 R Javas
wArdlena - [UNP Tirst) and  Mr,
Bl Roblekaduws  (SLER —
Second) Bedding tha weteran
Left | Politician, D Cotin R
do Silva [LESF —th], My
Kumar Fonnambelam (ACSTE —
Sthy and My Vesudeva Man-
avakkara [(NLSEP — Bin,

Tha waice of the youth, of
the wota-gtarvad members
af the Jenathe “Wimukn Per
BIIUNA; wWEd [hereatier siled,
thrown ane of the damocratic
procsss, awhen ey worm de-
prived of a4 contesi wt the
Genetal Election, id s of
which a  Beldarendum  was
hizich!

To acdd ineuolt b0 injury the
Party  wis  proscribed, sat-
ticg otf - the moet wastan
deatructien of e, o,
childran, private &l pobiic
propechy thiat Sl Lanka: had
ever  krawn

Ioowas  indeod an e ool
[aelgsment it peeevenied K,

GUARDIAN

ol 13 - AMa 1Y Japuary 10 T8ag

Frice Rz, T80

rPublizhod fortnlghtiy by
Lankae Qiapdian PibfAaling Co.ltd-

Ma. 2468, Unian Flagn.
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Wijeweears: conteating the naxt
Goendral Elections; in spite of
the undarstanding end gena-
rous invitetion extandad by
My H. Premadasa to o -Nin
Wijpwserd end his party 1o
returm oo tha meinetraan,

The tregady of W Wijs-
wedra ligs in the  fact  that
ha wha 35t off R ogain A
place iy the Medical Profes-
Sion T wave horgan o livas,
endad his life respensibla for
the death of hiundieds of in-
nooenl men, aarmen e whil-

gdeen i e kitlineg o fiedds”
al & Lankal  Howe i he
fomat that as in Modicing

alsa inm -politice. winers thara
iz life therm iz hopa ?

-~ ol Lyn Wickvamesuriys
Colombn-&

i.lm'mrsit}r gtudenis
should not be harmed

The prictior ol Wniveraify
stuclents  bainn abducted: and
Eilleed ehould ba stoposd forth-
with. Thia :kind of practics
will inonooway nalpy i the ve-
opening - of - tha Univarsities,
Instaacd itwill he an ohistaplse
oo mhy move [0 re-ape e
Universiliss, b s noteworthy
that ke Lniesdrsily  Sranm
Comrrission  Shdirran  Prok
Ak Bl bpa e r|:¢1".~r|l]'|r g =
Farel Al e liees od  gickiT-
racduntos ane priveles. 0 vet
PMETINE o reystery e 10 whit
s hapounad to the majordity
af undargraduaies wswho wets
takan into. cogtody. on EUsDE-
cion of baing invalvad in acis
of viclenca. In the awvent of
the univsrsities being re-opsn-
&d. tha Gowernmant ~should
taka positive and -ponstroctive
mMagsures to ensura that the
stodents are ahle to contfinue
thed e st udies unhindepsd 1T free-
clam: af sphecky, apd Crecdom of
At ara danimd 1o s uden s
thien Lhere's a. possibility - thint
they might b misled . once
ATk

E. Fivagnanam
Eooyican)
Liawsraity Srudacts Urion
Uniuerziey af Juffia




Play Lotte and be a winner !

Chaosa tha winning coembination to crack the Jfeokpotl
Therg's lots of mapay o be wonr every waak [n I3
axciting, ‘mternetionally famods numbers game.

And remambar (s pat just ek — usegyolr brains to
chonse the mumbers.

Frizaz

1st Civision prize e all ‘& nymbers corract
2nd Division prze i gny B numbers correct
A3rd Dhasion prize — afny & numbers cofrect

Sae your numbers win svary Friday at 825 p.m.
on Rupevahlni.

Play
Lotto

there's a fotte” money in it ]

National Lotteries Board

1111 Sir Chittampalam A Gardiner Mawatha
Colombo 2
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PRABHAKARAN:

THE EYE OF THE

STORM

Meryyn de Hilva

he gquescion. of Muticnwlity

wnd the Mations] - Criegtion
dominated - disevssion wnd: des
biale in the pages of the farka
Chdedinn i ahe ]y B0 joat
aw e i lpsrytheeat o poszd be
ilie sepacatisg . Tamib cTagcest,
the  spedsheal ol the Farmdl ree
_siitan-:c, dul 1n ke Tun-bp Ia
the - Taidia=dry  Lankd | spedas
aceinl® ol iy BT As aalirect
copseyuenes, the trucinl cole of
Toddin, the impliceticns of - the
UXNP-version and. proctics of
nam-nlipoieent, v the ooniext
of “poo-political rcalitics,  conti-
auzd o b an apmportaint Topic
io theoges o opages, o Fhis o joaend
its2ld hus boun olten  described
b ceommeniaters,  bolh Froendly
and ceilical, lecn] and forein,
as -1 smpld cfmireor® creflectinge
fhe muin  phuses of the afon-
isi0ir 8 Taorkan . orisii, o und
1 - paintul  twisls cand turos.

It I the Tamal iormed ey
thet has mnde 1he =lroogesd
impect un STl Laoks o foo-th

decade  Lid bus juzt ended: 1o
the post tAcgord” pariod, wod
Ay dranutionlly o[RS - 87,
i1 s de thicst 1o Siatc-power
hsk Lhe INP-[ed Tosmigehey which
b minde” the Sri Lankan sit-
ualen. eepacis il afted the Pres
sibemtiad and -parlizneentdcy
pilEs o enaiR  oalc1be  Syelem
W do nod Believe that B mili-
tary successes of Ahes past few
morths have pliersd the maoire
ol that’ Threut, thowgh there lias
boen wivme  chaape oCthe Em-
medianey aud intcnaity  of the
dipper: In any ewant, we dn
not - heliews: that the throit 1o
the  frare wouhl have  jessumad
that posticular form bul for

the Tamil  secessinplst slruggle
and iy direct politioel—dpiog
Mmatic’ expicasion, the 1987 prace
Accord and the  prescpce. oa
Qe goll ol an  Tudian 1::121-::-
keeping Inres ~ Jargos than s ous
(AR ATHTY,

Adthosieh o we sopepnize  many
imirimei, b distiretive cluses,
mainly socin—esontnid., o ihe
IVE  pesiodt, owe  da motothiok
flyat its ctimimpoits Fary. and
rvasts nfoall, s polideal-ideo.
greal compleTitn BTe s nid-
ted wich the "Furmil rebellinm
A we Tank  Back then G tha
TRR0MG and woody Cthe deiide
(s 3 whnle, e are incliod g
congeds primacy to the Tumil
thicat 1o theamils; 2nd
cetle) | ithie Zsovereenty of 8n
Tainka. Tn dhat sicagpls. thicve
RO eanursnaing T perannality,
fhe LTTE - supremus Yelopibiin
Tvabldkazan, Teoarifed by magy
wen e cexperts. asoclader ol
coe et the towghecsl puerritin
v s atines in the world, wod by
militiey wnalysts aq'a Freniny”
inthe theory ol gnaonedéntional
wrurture At bewst cocus Bri Lan-
kan politiciim, tee &t the nin
pacls  GF powst, s b Redorl
g8 epeing aBml bHe might  hawvc
been  an cxeslent chojceas e
ialand®s wrmy commiander, Tho-
eaboa pere nside, Ot wiry oo
Frivnlons - jast

Oy ohisioe ol Trahwakaran as
man ul iheE decade 9% na walue=
jndgment. 0 s oa compelling
historical verdicl hasad ow the
turn af furpublows edents, cand
the orwel feta of o little Fodian
Cecar ialand, “attupggling  Eelp-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

indir--

Tesgie boosscipe from the vicia us
arip of 0 o mmlk Aimensiooil
CTIR1A.

Flirse g e T Wl

e ared

PRCISIYE DECADE

CERECEANESL TN THE RS
our eyl atory G Japo BoOMEE
hads persnnal - contributions on
Sri s Lynkan, politics; by - Lalith
Arhulnchmusbatn A Arnrthalin.
ragy, - Midsripala Bemanayake,
Barath Murtetvwegs o, &, Thon-
darman, Yesidsyy  Mapazakkicy,
gl vnothie Arts by Bereie Sird-
srinlena  foipemey und A0
Guoawardces. [ Theatrey,

From o disergenc pesiliods,
& Athalathnodali (LS ET amd
Moy, HSaiarth artetueirgusm (O
sww political chupae (Deiith)
amd Scpigis’ (Rgiathy oS busie-
wbby pleshigieal wnd comapmic in
oririn, MroAdislachmdaliscoie
fhit {he weffcioeate has chaonged™
with stogupy oo oo Ratisfying
the vower, Cetch pheoases Gaalh i
claas struanls digzeskiop el The
profetziiat, socinlist demouriy,
Tdemicctatic gacinlism' are oy
lagger © the moat Imperisob
thiyrea,. o Thewitel 1sgnes 1o them
e e e - jals fouodt Hows
Are: dpecmes | rrised? How  ace
more  poostsoavaildblc T

*leo bluttesuwepnniy  taw ke
ISP podh the locul  bomrgeaise,
confronted by the precsures of
the cupitulist orisis, TeELIpDis-
g thar SrioEaoka could . 'ou
Inpgar wfford - the Toanrs of
[ihesal democracy™,



Tap their, omn say, cach was
|'_i_|iﬂ]|.,, ot Hall |:;i§|:|_l_.. The PH:1]11¢
virhed Tins =supEn  eronumy”” ansd
ok et winrk  till the
girly s Ty the ‘marlcer
eronymiy” vl ution iy widely fden-
tified sz pact &F the  problem.
Tha etércnduim certainly cloied
tke doov oo 5ci Tanka®s macl -
sidvertized welfarist dormoceacyy.
Hilh the anty denmpraiie meis
sirces Aok tha panperisating uf
Topire sectpvers of Cdhecoosinlly
diswdvaniogel - did . conteibiee
ok v oabe unbolidios  crisis
but-is - oripin: lav-in-the Tapid
deterinradion ol the porsthern
sittieiion. nnod incressing uic of
armed foree, by the »Stues and
the Tamil' meilitants,  mcaning
the  LTARL WAt a5 whys Wi
Amirthalimgaws readvng ol Lha
st and cenfliels ol Che My
Tnnka ﬁ||F.:r]'|:|. e adeneil
hree  cvcnts |:|:| tloe Tarsl ailpes
npl (TR ata semlant e
thoree ol Sthe eslablivhed order
ﬁj ther sorupping of the Soul-

my  Constitytisn. arbizh  bad
sume buill-in checks gnd balan-
ges  ieoeptemuard  minoeiny e
terests and (3 MEEam oray popnt
o wiewr, che vital developmant'!
the  unification of fhe o Tamisl
political ~leadevanip . and (lie
gucfacing of the demand lor
sell-deffrminalinn®™, He also
nolesd thal soms ftustruted and
embilisred. Tumil vouth  wer
Urestictiog 100 wiolinee®, Tt i3
ool Mro Amirthalingam's it
develepment: bt @ (2 and (3],
gymbined thet Trog doom tneam-

srge we the main smaets ol
rieleat eanfliat cn 87 Lanka
Agdin, Pabhakaran stands wl

the point ol anrersaciion of {hege
dilfeeept toemls,

How well - were we  prepared
for these changes and ti: yoder-
stund the political pricews which
o Gaped s baoaidh  chwages?

Clmtiog throoph  Cthe back
mumbere off tho fanka Gaardian
we beye relizon for sounc s5liE-
taction aueg sur e salleciiee
cfiart, —thanks  Iareely 19 the
TCES aml T, Meslon Fimchel-

i

vam i@ opichicwisr  too D, Ku-
mari Mieardene, TIES S entai
Cunasiorhs aril the 5RA&, 1o Pros
Fessors K. Bivathamby aml &K,
Kuilusapuathys. 0 Reggie  Ji7
wordeni, Dun Tayatdlels, he
Mlsvew  To:tdtube, L2001 ele

Professars Keiliveapidhy ool
Smathambyy belped us o nderstansd
Lthe “eviolatian ol Tamil cuopoe-
EinlseaR, ChE aonee 0 disting-
pive nlentity, and the bmpace: It
bizd wa. Tamil  palitics, ot
brrinrreo s paclimentsry cand . the
yrind '|:|::_i|j'f.ﬁ.nq:_l.'. e Teom che
ruoks (of the Sinhalase, Tiayan

Javutillekr arpusd Lhe dase For
Tl seli-d=termization, L3
apctial contyibuticn  to dhe

ongaiiig debete wris on the npeed
stragele in relatidn oo Eusr-
cilla " wosre dhcts o clacarhere.

PRARHA™S WA

Aty would Wave heen gies
gided  or incomplete but fur 1he
rrpll=rezserched materinl ws pro-
duced (Ve Einbe la~Buoddbist
thinking, oa the machs  wood
“official history  which - hud
faghioped eopsciouwansss. on the
prifjlical appartanizin that thri-
yald o elauvitgne and onoan
edusativml sesteny that perpet-
nated wnd CForbilisid prejudive.
Oin the lntter.. Heppie Siriww-
dena did sume picoscriog work

o cxpese the cutrnpedns con-
doct of our | acheul: toxt-beok
ariters, A Bri Lanky  odvans
ced Chlindly, - déiven by the
demens of racial sopeivonly,
decposeated  nscourity cand a
geTtsiylel  plenpdid gsoliiion,”
to ¥oadmmaaradhi anl bhe AL

card’, the LG, perhaps o saliturs
vieiee dn-the mredin, s countinued
to souod the absom oo the tea-
it price we- may-hars e aay
though b hopeleasde wiingloinn
ardpept  Foseisn. policy.

The I¥F lesdecship bas beeo
deeimiateds Yo (e IVET bhepo-
meann will - orermrdn oo mribe,

and deeply worsvime;  challenge
1o rerims iod  System.  Hight
oo, Howsnsroo it 15 lhe LTTE
oAcE marc that oocupice eontic
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shage PN EE: fifrrenl mlapers
e Aell )
Tt Alhe . Ticet Cinye 3 fodtnl

history, 4 sepacetist rebel mibes-
menl s dryine el inoRimm e i
clppcite 1o achicys Ity #nals
throuph the use af histh sroed
actions.  wad wegntiatinans. hy
cwploiting zs far &% poasible,
an intcestute  confhizl o und  Lhe
diverecnt tnterests, of - fha o pao
TEginds. The gQueslian: i3 o
wiicthey . wall Sgevcoed,  The
giecalion s whal s ity meald
oy § RS 15§ IS e S 1 S R
munnpsfyiiegemeny in A Sren-
thensd dorth-east thet d= pEe
of 4 wvnited St Lanku? £ould
it he % sustainable trade-afs,
ar: Teast- intarimg- For: Eclam?

A foll hero En
Prahhakaranis pictore.  AIND
e-.l_il.m' M. Ear tald e WCAars
amy, - onulid b Todund G0 many-a
sriburkas hime and remimie ham-
et i tlie Foarils Imdiamn staney
raruloarens.  To ke lodinn oews-
paper reuder tod histisa funiiling
nane, But his real ol io to Fenos
is that he got the world’s fourth
largest  scanding  army  hoeped
devta i an iagrcas wely  futile
war in B0 Lapkao's nercth <cast,
threatening tu cenyerl & foace—
kerpior ‘opecetion e Indials
Vietnum or Afphmoistsn, - e
Lebawon  vis-a—visz  the Middls
cagt (najor military posaer, Psrael,

Tamiinadn,

Piahhiakaran®s war will soun
he A case-sgudy in the S Thdieo
defenee m-fitnted. Aad 22000
setiinr Tmeliun alicer told me 0
|t 'I_*'J‘I"'.Er sy hirye 1oy fenrp 2 'Int_.
Apilure still leuroinz. oL ol least
becuusre sour termiin. the ngles
especinlly. are samewhut difleren
to onrs™s Inoandosvent, the army
togs brassand the Tadisn situtemy
plamncea rogard the Sl Tankin
Ewpracwes, whatcver afq hanan
and material (K05 1% B I B O e
e bmshle fcxersine,

Trternationally, Prubhalkatanta
riame s probably beznona . wwide-
Te pablicised as President TRCs.
Sochg s ourcchores as Tanka
min af che Bl



JAFFHE — MADRAS — DELHI

New players, same Act

% FoBimalvs srhrem—dacick
M old maweragpe iR a weto
gl canfderce. The Coppress T
whithk  taunted ibe minority”
motiapal Front wdminisiratien s
4operly Hegupr onl the ragces o
thie l=ftizi=st and 4the chacity of
the ripktivks®, chose to - sbstiio,
bouse

The maetien foad; this
exprocees ity coofodencr in - the
Cenmeils of  hinistcrs’ W hile

deliberate iy rastriziong tsclf toca
single soatones, the MO F. rosolu:
flgn Jmet | Tresident - Veplalzva.
man’s: Feguircmedt Tura sunli-
dened vord, Tooalee sviided il
ithier fasueg advizadls . Phere ase
ey gy eabinn s on winivh the 55
niin | backers —<she BIE aml ihe
Communists ——vialently disngres,
Frivn= - Minister ¥ T Ringh, &
rameas man, was Do st enoagh
to-admit thul thiy supnort wod
cipsue-based T Cmieaniine enpdic
Lignval.

This epen-adimizsion wns nlse
il resagetion 9l the  basic
veeekness o) The goveinment. B2
Singn tried 1o maks @ et of
thig valnerability by wrpuing thar
his: Ceanlition” wasoissie—bascd
rather than *persomulity-basea™,
a jab st thoRajiv-dominuwiel Can-
Eress  sovernment.  Bus  has's
making & wirtne: cut ot an yowel-
coarr recesa e Tho msue=bizel
Sawarkiog’ . enalitwt s wag  the
best niarnatee”, that his govern-
wr=nt would Be wmonticd 1
nIndin’s imteresly,

It i the Lield ol Tozeigd
palizy that sl povernment=, pait-
cularly pupilacly slected admi-
tistraliona.  atrive o ot chiews
Sqaabicial fonsensns ' —in inilil
Hiialidn - an' i EUverTinent's
Ireeduon ol astinn 0 shaping
enteran |l pelalisas.

Breon men ot sizilodrhied anteg.
Pitw and  indepemdeal odg2ment
thaz fimde  hin foceioo o palicy
Elisiios eneumacrbed. I thos s
speaially  relovant 7ight new, it -
Beciarse e wF o fezder, betore

pssuming oflics deslured thut his
o uTpent ACTOrifics W Son-
ridlimp iofldtion and dinproviog
relitions  with AcighBotes. 990
Lunka and MWopal wore taomedls I
vould: aows appeat ihal noe
mantl i A e Cirae an he e sl
Wopang s iees o bue b prime
i fistes - cseak, be staris thoios
upknsvark politicel ceslities: ol
fagoel’ wish dwuy problems ke
savs ollluding to thar osbech he
bz inherited foom 4 Congress in
wifice Yora doesds

Al s wlst ey ove Bovel N
Waruranidhiy the DA besand
Tamileilyr Chiel rainister, ooacs
Ly Delhi to briet theTadzan Friin:
Minister wn  hig ralks wock che
LTTE ropresentatives Salon. Hi
Iasingham and Vogaralnam Yugi
i Wadeas. Mothimg Aallosirades
mes stiesdy e intersmesiis
nataie A0 ke Tamil ssuelin
Eciors nl Toelian politics thao this
Madras=idelhi trip Gellewing-a
Columbo-Eladres journcy.  Chaly
the ‘pereonplities have chanpged
M ¥ P Simeh-for MWrss Tl

Crarttciind o Ragpie; Mo Karunia-
ol o, MO Mamashins
drap " Hat caosider o tha pisils

the¥ haold- the same; Proims di-
nigter o Dodia, Shicl Migisiec of
Taannadu, Fhe %r LLivokaia
"Lienil ;pr:'h!t'lu ix hisch ipterou-
vonalt [or esterouly s wellus
dgmedie? P Indiva policy
makere whatever the poverninet,

Wz, Barwpsuidnd cpena WL £,
R s hittée cizel cin Tarailnado-
che nainee of their respaoetiee pars
tigs  dersouatrate the haktoets)
Famil connection, TRMRD (B -
vichh' Mugethen: | Rasaghaegy @
SR TR e T S TR T T i o
sobe ey -be aeded, SMGE s party
maoee  wnder s hisd Usnding - lada!
fon scteon, wod im renl likel was
an slestorel ally of Lhe Cangress
wrhireas Tk ol the naw Chicf
Rendster, W Karwnwnidhi,  was
A eeisLitaent T mnler. of W, T
Binglits Matanal Front. - Thiangh
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MEWSE BACKGAOUND

the LYME did net win a single
Pk Shia cear at the patliamen-
g palls, it wasthe Tamilaiih)
cliiel” mimister whes? was  povited
Toag tulks in Thaths, &s the furmer
[odivn High Commissinoss W,
DT poiatsrour: (SiE S WHAT
AR THE . TRIAN  ARMY
o SRT BANKE A Timilnadn
wag che Fiest: siide- in Sinde-
[Ewdeit o Twdin® e e Ta
Eopardatisl haooer,

Thounh the LTTHE wa~ MiGR':
per,  Kurnganidhy spole L tE
delemition, o e, s Poneula
s hasnncred ol — e TRKE
would writhdia s npee ths seoii-
ey wf B Lanka ) Tomuils . awas
Ebarantecd s i the-uld formals

Wl iy new iy that M Kaiu-
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FLASH : WiIth the death &f Saman  Piyasiri

Farnands,

R;Eama Sommy and Aravinda. The WP "Supur
tgam™ To- “gut* Mr. YWisrathe has adfraynced,

Ranjan tells House of

new jVP plot

thie
He=

ro-Ranjan  Wijsratng,

prinaster ol state - oy
fawoe . wnld pushasient B b
riew WA plhok | apndnvared Alin
gl ik G0 time™  Tngradients
in . The phots, - te Kida]
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huve sinod wpo Torn demeosTady)
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e, A ivestigation s proce-
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will be revealed, hoowiid,

Don't take in

Strangers
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Lo stradigers. becituse sulworsives
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LErT TFAF TN
od that. the police
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ek Ll

B tihen uver ander cmergeacy

were Pound the howoses

TeRulatioos.

L

Protest over Speech

The  Oppwsition in parliament
has  decided . o
I RIRE

Bt o ull
lupetides alivbded Gy
Trisilent Premddusa,  the op-
pogitinn, alleges, attermpled  to
ridicols members o purlinman:
and indirectly ruliculed the Leu-
det - of the Gopasition durine o
speech he mude at the uoveil-
g ol & poriidt o fames par-
Bipvpensucion bW Al Boh-
M.
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JAFENA REPORT

The _Youn_g -ln

Om‘ last report highlighted
some of the problems fac-
ed by the young in this com-
munity. The young continue
to be victims of cynical calcu-
latjions, accompanying intrigues
in high places, far beyond any-
thing they could control or com-
prehend. To many of them the
chojces are limited. They could
either be killed or tortured for
information at will; or end up
in the armed service of . one
faction or the other. This s
evident from our reports, There
is no semblance of law or ac-
knowledgement of responsibility
which guarapiees their security. .
The right of appeal depends
on the good sense of the per-
son in authority.

One may hazard summarising
the developments between March
to the present in the following
manner: Following challenge pos-
ed by the LTTE’s assassination of
two senior most civil administra-
tors, (7th April and 1st May), the
pro-IPKE party moved against
the LTTE’s student base in
schools. This was mainly the
remnant of the SALT, a student
organisation founded by the
L TTE. At least 4 school boys
were victims of political kill-
ings over the period 10th may
to 10th June. These student
activists had functioned semij -
openly up to November 1988.
With the killings, many SALT
members and their friends who

could afford it went tc Colombo. -

The LTTE in turn responded
by enforming periodic boycotis
of schools, called by mnotices
issued in the name of ‘Students’
Associations. The shutdown was
complete by the last quarter of
June. Their demand was that
teachers and principals must
guarantee the safety of students.
This put the former in an un-
enviable position. They did not
have an organisation to protect
even the dignity of teachers.
The Principals’ Association had
pot met for months. Unlike
the university. which had organ-

large number

the midst of war

ised itself and up to 2 point
had been respected by all parties,
the principals had some thorny
problems. Not having met for
months, the Association was
no longer the coherent organi-
sation of bygone days, where
the members were well known
to each other and could for-
mulate ideas and strategies in
an atmosphere of trust. There
were again serious problems
posed by the LTTE itself,
which had by thea killed two
teachers (Miss Chandradevi Chel-
Jiah & Mrs. Ratnasabapathy)for
political reasons. Moreover there
was a ban on making contact
with the IPKF and groups
involved-in the provincial admi-
nistration. If arrangements for
the security of students were
to be worked out, associations of

teachers and principals would
have to confront and nego-
tiate with the IPKF and the
EFREE:

There was alse the factor
that when the two senior civil
administrators were killed, the
of people who
about it found
themselves unable to protest
through fear. Thus when the
schoolboys were killed, besides

felt strongly

the fear, the community as a
whole felt itself bereft of a
rationale to voice protest. Even

- feelings were confused and mut-

ed.

Several of the principals in
the Jaffna town area were how-
ever in the habit of consulting

gach other informally, and a
number of them did meet the
1PKF, only to find the ex-

perience mostly unhelpful, The
IPKF, denied all responsibility
for the killings. Nor did it as
the - law enforcing authority
acknowledge its obligation 10
seek out and punish or restrain
the killers.
the Kokuvil Hindu student was
done by an Indian soldier in
public view, deliberately and at
close range with no’' provoca-
tion). The principals were lectur-
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(The shooting of

ed to keep their schools ‘clean’.

- Opne concession made was that

they would be informed in the
event of a student of their school
being detained. (Brigadier Kahlon,
the former Town Commandant
told the University in his fare-
well address that, he may appear
to have broken his promise 1o
keep them informed a number
of times. He told them notto
despair and to make some allow-
ance for the speed of Indian
Army bureacracy).

Given the combination of
circumstances, the teachers and
principals found themselves cor-
nered into inaction. This gave
additional filip to propaganda
chiding the teaching profession
for its lack of effort and giv-
ing the young in general @
heightened sense of insecurity.
helped on by the condnet of
the IPKE and its allies. The
latter, by the manner in which
they chose to respond to the
adversary’s thrust left behind
much resentment. i

Recruitment and
Conscription

Disruption of education meant.
that these were more idle
children, and with other unhelp-

~ ful political developments, they

were regarded with growing
suspicion by the authorities.
Where there was action the dan-
ger to children was very real.

- In Vadamaratchchi, recruitment

by the LTTE became a minor
flood. Every provocation brought
out the IPKE’s oppressive side
with mechanical predictability. .

 To many, particularly amongst
the impressionable YOUng, the
LTTE’s cause appeared legiti-
mate. The inducement to join
the LTTE came from this as
a well as a variety of circums-
tances, particularly personal
ONES. ' : :

A common phenomenon in
Vadamaratchehi, where by this
time the LTTE was moving
around freely, was for idle

7
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jain,
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wniomist, e an M nlSeind
rediding io Killinacheld:  '“The
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Cne of my wwn sona wis barely
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resirdined by Cthe ipeidencal
precence of ma brother ig et

Communits Reactions
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cubs  with = parental
while sympathetic intellectuals
defend the recruitment of child-
ren in their ecarly teens as be-

ing necessitated by the departure :

of many, adding that they are

guided and ‘used’ without being

allowed fo make decisions.

Anyone  who  wishes - this
community well, and wishes to
-~ be remembered well in histori-
cal restrospeet, must urgently
. address the matter of the deci-
mation of our youth.

Militants: The unknown side

In spite of - the
differences that
the various groups,
apt at this tfime to
the subject
We have pointed out in nearly
all our reports that these groups
are made wup of young men
who were driven to carry arms
by urges they little nnderstood,
and generally far beyond their
control.
~men in arms are just 12 vears
old. Perhaps the most hurtful
element - in their fate is the

yawning
exist between
we think it
take up

foniness; -

under one heading.

Some of these vyoung

insensitivity of men, of ‘the
community ‘itself. ‘In a real
sense they were once used by
the community as a means - of
putting - pressure  on the Sri
Lankan state. But when they
are defeated or
natural tendency was to disown
them as an external growth. It
became quite  acceptable © in
society to dismiss the fate of
a militant with some sentiment
as. “He who lives by the
swaord,””  without asking what
made him carry the sword. The

relationship between the people

and the militants has been one
governed by mutyal
and opportunism in which the
entire community has been the
loser. Some beginning has to
be made in

ag its  wictims.
huinan rights are again closely
linked to the attitudes to which
the;r experience led them.

How do we sce the m]lltants
today? In the case of the mili-
tants aligned with the IPKF,
one offen sees themr as fired

unwanted, the

suspicion -

seeing  them as
part of this community, as well
Questions  of -

-avoid walking around
night.*’

and anxious young men carry-
ing guns and manning seniry
points.  Oune voung man was
dog tired checking cars on the

road and hardly had the strength

to check another. When the
next car came by he just gasped
out, “Annai (big brother) if
you_arc 101 & traitor you can go.”

One night a motoreyclist
was stopped at a sentry point.
A young militant asked sulkily.
“Please sir, where are you
going?’ It was evident that he
had received a telling off from

‘4 superior on good publlc re--

lations.

In Mannar, a group of diners
returned home late. A little
later there was a knock on the
door. A militant identified him-
self ‘as being from a nearby
camp and told them, “We are

_nervous of being attacked and

whed we saw yon walking we
felt rather anxious. Annai, please
in: the

.' tUniversity Teachers for Human R:gkrs,
Jaffna) :

* Computernsed meters

Ace Radio Cabthe city's only

- Can e sumoned to yout doorsteo : R
* No call up charge within city hauts © Vehicle access from selected Stands
¥ Racsmts issued on reguest * Company credit available

Call h01502 501503 or 501504

SAset Ltdt

Another Aitken Spence Service

radio contfoll
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What broug-ht.

J. N. Dixit

I am slightly overawed by the
audience because I see people
_sitting in front of me whom I
viewed from the lower and middle
levels of the bureaucracy like
General Candeth and I see a
number of colleagues with whom
I have been associated during
my assignment in Bangladesh
and them Sri Lanka. I have
not brought a writien text but
had I known that it would be
such an august audience, T would
have been prepared for a more
structured presentation.

I would like fo divide my
presentation into four sections,
The first section is why we went
into Sri Lanka: what was the
natuie of our involvement in
the Island and why. Secondly,
what were the internal factors
which necessitated our involve-
ment? Thirdly, since ] am spea-
king to the members of the
United Services Institution, my
perception of how the JPKF
has performed in its very crucial
role, perhaps, the first of this
kind, entrusted to the Armed
Farces by the people, and the
Government of India; The fourth
section of the presentation would
be a proguosis on the basis of
political developments in Sri
Lanka over the last six to eight
months after the elections.

To begin with, T presume that
you know the history of the
origins, causation of Tamil Mili-
tancy in Sri Lanka. T will just
put it in one sentence the rise
of Tamil militancy in Sri Lanka,
was the result of a systematice,
orchestrated and deliberate, dis-
crimination against the minority
in Sri. Lankan society by its
majority, . You must not forget
that Tamil speaking people of
Sri Lanka constitute 18% of the
population. They also have a
higher literacy rate and a greater
capacity for economic perfor-
mance. These very factors which
gave them advantageous position
during British and Pre—British

The writer who was Htgk Commis-
sioner in Srit Lanka up fo early 1989
iy now rthe Indian envey to Pakistan.
His lecture was given to an Indian

- Defence Institute.

(caste like) war situation.

Ctime.

~duism as a

the

Colonial regimes in Sri Lanka,
resulted in a backlash from part
of the majority against the
Tamils and from 1948, when
Sri Lanka became Independent,
there was a comnsistent policy of
discrimination against the Tamils
which ultimately resulted in a
Bvery
Tamil thought that there was no
other way out except to resort
to violence to fulfill their as-
pirations. It is in this context

‘thal we have to judge or assess

how we got involved.

On the outset,
simple diagnosis; there are many
facets, many nuances; we can
discuss them when we have the

the politically aware Tamils had
come to the conclusion that
their future lies only in the
creation of a  separate  State,
which' can be carved out of Sri
Lanka, where they can have
Tamil as a language and Hin-
religion.  Tamils
have a linguistic identity on
which they wanted to create a
theory of a new-nation state,

.not so new to us, because, we

went through the trauma of the
same doctrine being applied to
our - couptry in 1945-46, as a
result of which we were parti-
tioned, Since, then our
and experiment has been to build
a society which rejected the
theory that the territorial mation—
state does not always have to
depend on language and religion.
That thesis we have rejected.
We, in India, have been trying
to build a polity based on terms
of reference which say that
despite its multi-lingual, multi—
religious, maulti ethnic npature,
an integrated natien can be
created; based on principles of
secularism and rational precepts
of pelitical and social organi-
sation and the creation of an

“infrastructure based on non-re-

ligious - framework — thiz does
not ‘mean rejecting religion but

separating religion from the
process of polities, v

8o the first reason why we
went into Sri Lanka was the
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I shall give a

But very simply, by 1978 -

effort

IPKF here?

interest to preserve our own
unity; to ensure the success of a
very difficult experiment that we
have been carrying out ourselves.
We claim to be the largest func-

tioning democrac y in the world,

Despite what people like Galb-
raith who say, that India was
the largest functionijng anarchy
in the world, 'we have succeeded
in some measure. And what the
Tamils in Sri Lanka were being
compelled to follow, in terms
of their life, which would have
affected our polity. Let us not
forget that the first voice of
secessionism in the Indian Re-
public was raised in Tamil Nadu
in  the mid-sixties. This was
exactly the same principle of
Tamil cthnicity, Tamil language.
So in a manner, our interest
in the Tamil issue in Sri Lanka,
Tamil aspirations in Sri Lanka
was based on maintaining our
own unity, our own integrity,
our own identity in the manner
in which we have been trying
te build our society. :

‘The second
went io was

reason, why we
to counter the Srj
Lankan Government over its
reactions to the rising Tamil
militancy, since 1972, Most of

ug, look at the 1983 riots as a
watershed; from then, some sort
of explosion did come. Tamils
resorted to vielence from 1972
onward and it went on escalating,
it ‘became manifest after the

1983 riots, and when the Sin-

halese dominated Central Govern-

ment in Colonibo realized that
it cannot confain the Tamil
militancy on the basis of the

means available to it internally,
and since they could not look
to India for help; because our
compulsions were respecting the
sentiments of 50 million of our
own Tamil sentiments which
was quite legitimate from our
own  point of wview. So the,
8ri Lankan government, or I
should  be more accurate the
Sinhalese Government therefore,
started looking for external
support to. counter Tamil mili-
tancy, Tamil insurgency, which
had security implications for us,

1
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Tamils Flee — From Other Tamils

Many return to Sinhalese-dominated areas rather than be forced into Indian-backed militias

Sheila Tefft

n July 1983, after his fathe-r
was killed by Sinhalese in
anti-Tamal rioting in Colombo,

Darshan  sought safety in a
Tamil enclave in eastern Sri

Lanka.

Two years ago, the Tamil
youth welcomed the Indjan
Peacekeeping Force (IPKF) in
the north and east after India
and Sri Lanka signed an accord
aimed at ending  the ethnic
conflict between  Sinhalese
Tamils, '

Now, Darshan says he fled
back to the capital last month
in the face of a new threat.
Refusing to give his last name
for fear of retaliation, the
student said he left the eastto
escape forced induction into a
new Tamil militia supportod by
the Indian Army.

 Hundreds of youths have been

taken from their homes by
Tamil groups controlling the
new nporth-eastern government

and are beaten if they
he said.

“We thought the IPKF had
come to help us as agaiust the
Sinhalese Army. But now they
are helping (the Tamil mili-
tants) to catch and
Tamils,” Darshan said at a
camp housing 1,300 Tamils.

“There is  still great danger
from the Sri Lankan Army if
the IPKF goes,” he continued.
“But the threat we face now
is worse than what we faced
before.”

refuse,

Sri Lanka’s Tamil
about one-fifth of the island’s
16  million people, is bewil-
dered. In 1987, they hoped
the peace agreement and the
arrival of Indian soldiers sig-
naled the end of ethnic turmoil
-and diserimination. ;

minority,

Thousands of Tamils who
had taken refuge in the nearby

and

~Rajiv Gandhi
torture

south Indian state of Tamil
Nadu, where 55 million of
their kinfolk live, returned to
Sri1 Lanka. :
But the euphoria dimmed
when the Tamil Tigers, the
most powerful of the militant

groups fighting for an inde-
pendent Tamil homeland, re-
fused to surrender under the
accord. For two  years, the

. extremists have battled Indian

troops in the north and east,
where more than 10,000 people
have died since 1983,

Now, mounting pressure for
a4 pullout of the 45,000 Indian
soldiers has deeply splintered
the mainly Hindu Tamils, once
united against the = Buddhist
Sinhalese, :

India withdrew 875 more sol-
diers Sunday, following 620
who left on July 29, but talks
between India and Sri. Lanka
are now stalled, 8Sri Lankan
President Ranasinghe Prema-
dasa, who earlier this
opened - peace talks with the
Tamil Tigers, is
a full puliout of the
forces,. Indian Prime Minister
says a - puliout
must be linked to more power
to the Tamils, as calledor for
by the accord.

While some Tamils say the
Indian Army is peeded as a
buffer against the Sri Lankan
military and government, others
want the Indian ferces out be-
cause of alleged brutality by
the Indian and the Tamil
groups they support.

“The  disenchantment with
the previously good relationship
with Tndia has lead to a great
bitterness among Tamils.”” says
a  sri Lankan = andlyst in
Colombo.

In the Tamil-dominated north,
there is widespread = opposition

to the Indian presence because -
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year

pushing for.
indian

support for the Tigers, regaled
as  Tamil heroes, remains
strong. The Tigers have called
for a separate Tamil homeland
uniting the north with the east.

In the east where Tamils
share the province with Sin-
halese and Muslims, = many
Tamils = feel the Indians are
needed as a protection agaipst
Sri Lankan forces who have
been confined to their barracks
under the accord.

The newly elected Tamil gov-
ernment based in Trincomalee
and comprised of Tamil groups
rivaling the Tigers, would fall

without Indian support, trigger-
ing a new fighting among the
Tamil groups, Tamil leaders
predict. j

«It will be a bloody war,”
predicts Varatharaja Perumal,
the chief minister of the north
and. east. “There is no quick
solution to this problem.”

~Inthe ccentral s hills of  Sel:
Lanka, Tamils first brought from
India a century. ago to work in
the tea plantations have long
supporied  the Sri Lankan
government and changed their
position with the political winds
blowing from Colombo.

In the last year, Sauvimia-
moothy Thondaman, a govern-
ment minister and leader of
the plantation Tamils, succeeded
in winning Sri Lankan citizen-
ship for thousands of workers,

long a contentious  issue with
Colombo.

Under former 8ri Lankan
President Junius Jayewardene,
who signed  the accord with
India, the plantation Tamils
favored the Indian Army. But
since  Premadasa. came to
power, they have taken the

~middle ground and called for

a phased pullout.

“There are fundamental dif-
feremces among the Tamils,”
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PANAMA

UN condemns US invasion

he United States found itself

virtually  isolated at the
United Nations on 21st December.
1989 as country after couniry
criticised the US military in-
vasion of Panama. '

After a General Assembly sea-
son marked by obvious rap-
prochement between the United
States and the Soviet
the Panama issue provoked an
Fast-West as well as a North-
South split. '

Britain, Canada and E1 Salvador
were the only nations to speak
in favour of Washington’s mili-

tary action against Panama
during two  Security Council
sessions on the issue. France

Union,

.ing the
Peru, Nepal, Yugoslavia and
Algeria as well as Cuba, Libya |

took a2 middle—of-the road posi-
tion.

Almost all non—-aligned nations.
Arab states and specially Latin
American countries felt, in the
words of Finland, the military
intervention was a ‘‘dispropor-
tional response to the recent
incidents in Panama, reprehensi-
ble as they were’”.

Critics of the intervention,
without defending Panamanian
strongman  Manuel  Antonio
Noriega, cut across ideological
lines, with speeches condemn-
invasion from Brazil,

and FEthiopia.

Cuban Statement
b

hat peace and sccurity
can our peoples expect

to have than the one that we, our~

~selves, may be able to conquer
with our heroism’” :

That was the question that
cur Commander In Chief posed
in his speech of December 7th
at the funeral farwell in honour
of the Cuban heroes who died in
Angola and in other parts of
the world. :

The people of Panama are
facing such a better reality on
the evening of December 19th,
George Bush, the President of
the United States, gave the
order of attack to the US troops,
taking advantage of their em-
placement in the bases that
they occupy in that country
supposedly for defending the
canal. ;

The pretex that they have
used was the wellknown one to
which they have resorted in pre-
vious aggressions against other
Latin American and Carribbean
peoples. As in the case of Santo
Domingo in 1965, or of Granada
in 1983, the US invasion was

launched for

the purpose of
“restoring democracy and order”
and “protecting American lives’’.

On this occcasion they add as
an objective that of seizing
General Manuel A. Noriega,
The Chief of the Panama Defence
‘Forces who was recently appoin-

ted head of the Government by
jurisdiction assembly of Panama

in reply to the continued acts
of aggression by the US adminis-
tration. Washington really wants
to ignore its committments with
the 1977 treaty signed by President
Carter and Torrijos which provide
the return of the territory occu-
pied by the US military bases in
the Panama Canal and the
transfer of the Canal, operations
to Panama in the year 2000.

As the height of their cyni-
cism the United States have
proclaimed that they have order-
ed their troops to invade Panama

- to put General Noriega under

arrest,, Take him to the United
States and try him in the courts.

This is new and unbelieva-
ble evidence of US coniempt
for international law.
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FOREIGN NEWS

N.AM.TO US:

Cease Operations

he Coordinating Bureau of
TNon—Aligned Couniries, at
its meeting held on 20 Decem--
ber, 1989 in New York, ex-
pressed its deep concern :
the situation in Papama, caused
by the military jntervention of
the United States armed forges.

 The coordinating bureau resoli-

tely condemned this unacceptable
act of interventjon as a viola-
tion of the territorial integrity,
sovereignty and independence
of Non-Aligned Panama.

The Coordinating Bureau fre-
affimed the principled position
of Non-Aligned countries on
the unacceptability of the use
of and threat of use of force,
intervention and interference in
internal affairs of other coun-
tries regardless of motives and pre-
texts and underlined that out-

stapding issues beiween inde-
pendent and soyereign states
cannot be solyed by military

but  exclusively by political

means..

The heads of state or govern-
ment also urged the US to
refrain from undertaking any
measure or action that could
prevent the full implementation
of the Papnama Canal Treaties
of 1997: =

The Coordinating Bureau also
expressed its deep concern over
serious negafive consequences
that this intervention may have
for peace and security in the
region and, in particular, on the
ongoing efforts to bring about
political solution to the situa-
tion in Central America.

The Coordinating Bureau call-
ed on the United States to cease
immediately all military opera-
tions and the total and un-
conditional withdrawal of its
troops and to solve outstanding
issues with that country through
dialogue and negotiations in the
context of the broader efforts
of the countries of the region
aimed at consolidating peace
and stability in that area,

15

over -



PROFILE : V. P.5INGH

Time of trial for a shy man
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T Watienal  Frant has oy
144 seats G parh@Ennel el o
53 cepnitatmd ocat rhe eleietong
aptl 2Rt e ol Thiss biede
aimar b A1l it -Based Dol
Fxal;

Tha Temsta Tl is bl din.
doed Cincos Fastiovas s wrbisspamn-
Boes Comn lablegpwsmee . oo od ey
Yeaders ke sie. Bevi bal; Chiet
himister of | Barynms o Dobhe-
isl o Fooe fthe larmers o TMT
Chanul e Bheker, the main san-
palist jo o the Mationsl Froot
Excenily M. Chapdia . Shaekar
pullicty voiced hifg ©roqcrvationg: ™
alrone M1 Siaglils takime cunlenl
afcthe pasrty,

Auoa omipacity ulministration,
The dubopal Iront owill e
by sfepeml  Joc - supperten  thic
militznt Hindu ' BIP party on
it right nmd  the Xafzmista o
icss leftooIns oppasition. el The
the Conprdss: Parog: bl by -,
Boajiw Cramd b Elye farees sig-
gl party o the azsémbly.

Thaw 5K Bip . Singh -kas scived
npster Cengress  adimimiatralion:
gy Commeres Finanecand The-
fznce Rlimistcr.  Heo cgquaceeed
witly M, Gaodh: Tiost aver Inx
raids coodusteidisis while - he
wa~ ipisier of Finnnes end
Elscer vver  corthiplion S wod the
Bulors pay-olffs seondal. He was
Torzeal agtiof the Congress Party
in 1887 shhen be bBegan o build
Up Wn imapgs BEOA C orusader
UELinSE Eorruplion, ;
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He! covies  frorm g0 Tewdiol
buckoronind aml i often vulled
SRejah Balich! e Q5 ihe wdo-
prod-son of the Bojo 'cf Baada,
& inimr pringe of Urtar Prad-
eal, arel marcied iota 4 prioccly
Fmidy Mo Bujasthion. Bue he
L, wnzks gimdd teavela nore
simpriy than aost Indizn leadeis.

Eew wam cliim, ag o cam, 2o
bave snmpaigosd on.oa  hicyels
o -y mutarevele

Hiz' afew coff the workd g

fnulded  he ché mopualiod Lin-
di-spmakiisg plarms ol e Peag-
diesh waking biog very much
& - Temder - Tinm 1he nock-with a
consorn Toragrizilidee,  porerty
and - social apjusive. BeFare joi.
Fsing o contra L roverneient heowas
Chijel Mipisfer in Urtar Pradaosh
rAlardiEge L veoent ressalh e dicy
[ the foflice of & progranme
T mammbire erinas.

The fitat f2sc of ML Bingh's
authosioy az Prime M inisies will
e the formatinroab & newuahis
neto He nesds & slidaig Pinance
CRLidister o beimy dewn Cinflot-
wadi s whigh He Jisted  recently
a5 oz mmediste preaceuna-
e amd o Tediat . demmagds
From Germaecs” lebbizs and alhers
foor wmore subaidiss. He peesds s
strungs Heomee Ministce do bl
calt ppwinst the domagds af TTinedy)
itod Mlodlem  fondameuralisiz s
ws te oprevent  Torthert sdalence
Betweel the sormminibes.

He-also  pocds 't leiyve reoimn
for outsiders who van blroaden
the adminssiralion s basg The
risk a5 thal heawiil bew ta nres.
sures Trom willin che  Tanata
Tral dnodivids the spoils of 6ifioe
heiwesn the different  Faetinms,
L o F e T .

Mr. Bineghy remarks: recenlly
shivw iz warceceis nlthe pesd
Loz atvingent rmmisures briug
down Cinflation  ay el we o
reduce - widenning budger and
Bulanes ol pivments deficitsy

Hankers helieve thuot 1he pacc
Atowhioch the Toreimn  exchange
TescTves Claye been felling means
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Gonsensus Beyond The Rhetoris

Bilip Mukerjes

e Cmaciendl ioletesi« i
S rhak shpnpe, the brogd Sivzats
tign of u countsy’s forsign pu-
ey Teiitding woiltorsd Tearurd-
Tesy of which guvctitaicm s in
pacr exceplowhen thare I8 ca
olear break wilh the past sein
the Bovisl  Union  under Wy
Gorhathew o Iran  wtier the
over throw of thc SHak. Tl
5 BaEne Ot by aue oR coperi-
ence auring the Japtn inttree-
pona ity pes elvction. promises
ol whenme Béing quienly sidelin-
el Fo defercics {e the cnmpal-
siitis - of interuanticnal renlitien.

There aviu; o codrye, b diTar-
choc dn chetoic which s sheyt
all b | distinguishss the: mami-
Fevlos now aifered to the elee
Lotate by the mafol ennienders.
'L heze da 00 anvthing, even |des
dilferentiatiog (hon ju 1977 aeer
e conbeal issnes ol Indiats
reltionship with' super-powers
and wath  peighbawrs thooglh 1he
meRdy - sdgation . in 5ri Lanpks
effcrs o peadv-male  Bavdle pur
tukiig povernmen] o tagh, Ax
the Jancts Tl pases the fssng,
ir way becawse of Me Gupdhi's
“hilvnder? ithal the TPEE wrs
Teried b iwanms awar fZjrainst the
very: peeple 31 bad @eos ot o
Erofect, fcureing it the procoos
the loss of “hondeods of lives'
Ay Fthnusends ol croces

Mational  Froot

s Cinstructive . Bowerer, Lo
moke Al Gl o Marasen ] Freomd
glosswe ovei The  aswae I00 (s
mimifesto, condning eeld Lna
pledge -t seogie’ 1he gafeiy
nod - sceurily oF  Tamils in i
Laun&a® - and to- cosfore Fipend e
relations with Colombo Iy with-
drawing thz TPKL Bt a wored
ig said ubout e 1987 Ganghio
Yavewardene accord over though
dome-dineta  Bal Ieaders doeie
it in beir  campaigniop,  This
gives =dded credibifiy ra the
ceport that, ot the 1ime when
presidenl Premadasa‘s call  for

-

the: peecipitsie wiflifrwy]  of
of the [PKF résted wevere tin.
Mot betwien New  Delhi wod
Cofombd, cossurances  weic pri-
walely offersd by bodh B 3 P
Aineh ved My Ksrmawnidhi (hat
ey will do nothipg oo undep-
UL rhe  poverpmends  ficm

RLITICE.

Even Ihoueh quscols of Indiats
forcirg froficy hawo hean rig
snngly dohated in veveat manihs
i macked Cdepanturs  from
the' parbier  prefecsncs of . gll
PREHITE 10 kerp  4epsitive  jiuyes
nul cefaaliiten] debute. there 75
A 2 compensus Batl itk
regard 1ol rouls apd the broad
dppriach 1o be Iollowed oo gehi.
vl Ehems . Tha:  the electisil

Srgiments  ower Totsign o policy
DA B o o U TERR Ty W[ B v O T
c¥en e sophistich] ed Wi ife-

cliasy vofer.

Backan 1977 pon: BEliammeit
Wi poade Tdn fetuc s with M
Aerargl Detaj pe wel] ws Mg
Atal BiHaT Yaipeyee sridontiy
domgneing Mra  Gindhs dor
havizz tilizdd Indido palicics in
faveur of che Saviel Ligion - with
e sjminiver ol the  Indo. Qavist
triavy of 1871, Spenkits im-
redintely alter ihe  party's paoll
Ciemph, A i Tionld A
Madras audicncs that o wonld
WAl e freaiy i Bo roviswed:

Yot the Tagaon o governmiest
guickly - learned 13 recesnine
Lkst & strarg velutianship wich
Bloating nacdil to be preserved,
even thoogh Mr Dhewid onthis
alde and  presideni  Cureer. un
Gl wthar werz oevinoe to wado
thy stiains that gl devaluped
e Tndee L0E relnliong Tl
ing the Nixow (il towerd Pukia.
troin 1471, Ligh lovel  exch.
SOfcE  wilth the "Bovist - tlgian
Cintinued mach se in the past
with  the evcnlual  notcome  lhe-
g a® 12 billicn arms deal —
By Luc the  larpest il Lhen. The
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sudden esllipse of the  Fanaiu
goveranenl meant that it s
firmally. syened auly after Mg
Giadhi webicned 1o power

Mr Wajpayee's chonge of heart
waioovel- morcaemarkable than
Blr: Tresni's heotagee the [ormer
hud, alnog writh Lishia sucinlists
aind: Bwatanten scalwape,  bedy
& viralent coridic  af sucoessive
COuEress Caivel e g [aF which
Mix Desal wis o jwamiasnt men-
ber] for nlicngeinge the  Wesr
B whats e g g ki
o Mloscow,.  Tn explainibr ‘the
Temuikable  idution ig fds
vitwrs. he disarovingle {uld this
WLIto! 3 copversating oot this
end ol the 977 thal paveer had
oer vnly Brouzht Wem respin-
sibility bt alss 8 education,

Lug cilablishe:] oatiomsal pres
SeEI PRI ST el eras, cipiE ] 1w
\mportani in sedting - Tureian
puolicy picdewiers. 17 i weee
ptherwise.  Tulic would have
sigh=l the nopprobiferstion traa-
T Peosuzo wf o Me Dressits P -
aoinal conviction 0 this regigd.
He awent ae  Fir “ay drnpaing
himty in o UM adieess which,
A5 Mg onnw Enow auntheritatively
o W Sanjiva- Beddr's me-
moird, ok him ik odds wirh
All bie cullenoe: beosnse of the

s abiding putional conscnsgy that

Imdia “mist ainl S eloss “ s o

eleal coptiz,

Formulations

Ihe Tormudations  offered  in
At ifestos ona pulicy tnwinds
Chind- zlyn refiect fhe talona

monel ny Gt Tay o ghange] e
thie years.  The Comgress pradist.
ahly olaims that Mr Gondhi's
vigll Iast Preecembed fiemulds
mew ord ol peies Aol sdopor -
fion™, wiile vhe Maliouu] Front
endorass wermalisgiion . and
promisca offirts ta impriovs rela-
tieme “withmit sacn Mcing natiin-
il dgieetes)T Thc I pdds. Fowe
sver, the ridsr thal there will
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have to be ‘‘due safeguards for

Tibet”, a view expounded much
more stridently by Mr George
Fernandes at .an international
conference he organised in the
Capital with the support of his
Western friends. A discomfited
Mr V.P. Singh, however, made
it clear at that time that Mr
Fernandes’s personal views did
not have his pariy’s endorse-
ment. It is, therefore, safe to
assume that, no matter who is
in power, the effort;at rappro-
chement will continue.

The same heolds  true with
regard to Pakistan. While the
National Front has left its po-
sition undefined, offering only
to ease visa restrictions and
promote  bilateral commerse,
the BJP asks for ¢a compre-

hensive package” to settle all

outstanding matters and a wide-
ning of people-to-people rela-
tions. This is a more circums-
pect version of the stand arti-
culated by Mr Vajpayee, then
party’s chief spokesman on
foreign policy. Returning from
Pakistan after participating in
Gen Zia-ul-Haq's funeral
last August, he urged “the ut-
most restraint” in dealing with
this neighbour. “Even if there
are some pinpricks from the
Pakistani side, we should ignore
them”. In contrast, the Con-
gress manifesto, while holding
forth on such issuves as apar-
theid and world environment,.
has chosen to sidestep Pakistan.
All that it does is to welcome
democracy aud promises to
be ever vigilant in Siachin and
other sensitive areas”

- Good Relations

Nepal figures in several mani-
festos, with the BIP promising
restoration of “harmonious rela-
tions” and the National Front
offering negotiations on all iss-
uses in contention *to find an
amicable sclution.”” The Con-
gress takes the offensive in this

case by blaming present dif-
ficulties of the Janata mistake
in conceding the Nepali demand
for two separate treaties for
transit and trade. The assertion
that Mr Desai did this in dis-
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regard of the views of his for-
cign minister and other collea-
gues has been made presumably
to make the point that it was
yet another personal aberration
in violation of the national
consensus. While this copten-

tion is valid, the fact remaijns

that = the present government
was guite willing to continue
with two treaties if Nepal stop-
ped undermining
relationship.

As many observers have point-
ed out, one major reason why
Nepal has chosen to drag its
feet on negotions is the hope
that a new government in New
Delhi may be more indulgent.
There was indeed a time when
organisations like the RSS had
a specjally soft spot for Nepali
royalty but this is  obviously
no longer a part of the BIP
ethos. The stand formally taken

by the opposition parties, as
distinet from ocecasional cam-
paign sniping, makes it very

unlikely. that there will be any
from the present insis-
tence that Nepal should not take
India’s goodwill for granted.

In dealing with relations with
the two superpowers, the only
party that still wses the U.S.
as a punching bag is the CPM,
gratuitously accusing the BIP
of tiling towards it. If any-
thing, the BIP comes out more
strongly in favour of “the time-
proven concept of mnon-align-
ment’” than ever before. In the
only reference of superpowers,
it rejects their bid to dominate
South Asia  and the Indian
region. Since the U.S. is much
more active in this part of the
world than the Soviet Union,
the BJP’s position is far more
in keeping with that of the
national mainstream than the
CPM’s.

In sum, it is as true of India
as of the 1I.S. that partisan
conflict stops at the shore al-
though this truth is being  ob-
scured at the moment by the
no-holds-barred campaigning in
which both sides are indulging

in vicious invective and innuen-

do.
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the political =

~Time of ...
{Continued from pase 16}
avoid-

that India: cannot long

" further borrowing from the Inter-

national Monetary Fund. But

~ Mr. Singh’s announcement that

the new government will redeem
its pledge to annul farmers
debts of up to Rs. 10,000 (£383)
and will allocate half govern-
ment resources to agriculfure
shows the power of populist
pressure.

The new governmeni must
also cope with a difficult reli-
gious controversy. Hindu fun-
damentalists have announed that
they will meet on January 29
to take the next steps towards
the construction of a temple at
Ayodyha, on a site revered by .
Moslems. To take a tough line
with the fundamentalists will
risk losing the support of the
BIP which has 88 seats in the
new parliament. But appeasing
them — and this does not seem
to be Mr. Singh’s infention —
would lose him the backing of
the Moslems and the left.

Two years ago,as he set out

on the journey of epposition
to Mr, Gandhi which has led
him to power, he summed up
the political implications of
Tndia’s = pervasive communpal
tensions. In elections, parties
think first of which class, or
caste or commauanity -candidates

come from and where they will
win. When the routes to power
are based on such things, it is
like building and nurturing a
hedge which you then find you
cannot trim sufficiently to keep
it under control.”’

If Mr. Singh can clear his
immediate hurdles, his longer-
term hopes of putting his gov-
‘ernment on a more stable base
rest on a political realignment.
He would like to form a new
centrist administration, draw-
ing in elements from Mr. Gan-
dhi’s Congress Party — but that
“depends on Congress splitting.
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The emergence

e efhoie: minarifce luwve

heen - Gtupking agamst the
Bunglidesh staie jo -the Chitt-
gona Hifl Trocts, The orisis i
raoted in lastorys il espanared
partly frem the British palicy of
dieide and rule and parily e
1o the huildioe al Kiptia <uwman
1962 L s ploct-thie cndusteiin] iz
gionool Fast Pakislan. The cons-
trmcting of the kapha dam up-
rocted more then R echois
Farailies, dzinely the Chacknus.
This Buneladesk ipheciced: tha
probicm weth “ith dodependence
The problem was uggravnled by
Promier Mintator Mujibls docla.
ration im 1892 thst ull iribals
shontd embrace the Beomili iden-
taty. The eibhnic miporities w2
fhis ass a threat &3 well as ab
insulc to their nwe etbhao—ulie-
pal Cidentity: cshey hive gonsi-
dered themeeivesas a dgution’’
nut o lribe, ethnic or Adibashi.
The tribil politicians poorcated
fu parlisment but in o vEin,  As
the ehoiees [or tribed slitics dur-
vowed down, theydesidad 1o go
for drmed stroggle wgainst: tie
Bappcladesh 2L 0o,

Foator, Ao LT3 the  emalitary
governmenl  of Zii encowragcd
Beopal) Tamllcns people 10 retehc
itr the Chillagong Hill tracta.
This pnlicy inviled vicleol reice
tion from the Iribals gpainsl Lhe
eottleps The Gobala orgaoioed.
attacked and kitlcd the Benpali
<itticrs, hesides attacking  ibe
willsequipped Banpiadesh wroy,
o recalindinn the Beogalis resur-
bt whipl sy e lpemzd cas
ribmueide, Lo thia Sondrofiatsm,
the trikals werc the losers, Taving
o fwee hoth the Beogady sotolers
sl the Buns Yadesb urmy-

The vubiog army Souvernmenl,
neverihelcas,  wradually. vealiced
the peel for oo pokitizal achilivo
and  offercd the trhal insuc-
genta seli—rale’ wod  auronomi.
Whis methud of resencihation
anid zltcmpl AC cthoic Tl ra L
are perhups the first jostance of
ite kind in South Asin wod may
e smen a5 uDigue,

t "

This. =reajon  addicssed - twae
theoreticnl izgnds which are cri-
tical in undzrstanding the emer-
ZFing  repionel Csitoaticn.  First,
cane rtegional  pencralisdtiong he
rpade regarding mucic—palilical
psakes? Bocand, how i theureti-
el stalus oif Sethnicidy®  locuted

in vhe framework of historizal
nmuterinlizm?
Regarding  the guatinon o of

repevaliFacidns the participants
Tl Lhoi Tond dppmeEnsions  nfoc
died Ao be comiiders]  ime o this
cunteit,

Ay Faoalges. g ooaavirEencs
beterccn capitalict and acn-
capitaliat © +laftes. i the
Fomin?

The- qacsridn of duthprika:
TIETIAIN  ECAME o denoeecioy
of  peaplos Yorsad - GppreEsar.
o theeccowe hawd, demaerasyr
Bas daken teeemcndous loape
torvand white, (m the Cathcy,
there have. Been Tezighicied
teasiows within the domoo-
rutic: priecess,

(1}

The dimenzren of ethnic
s zesehiiien of dhs gues-
tion ul jdemiily Fopsur plaru-
lism shewld npen ftho wioy
for sdemaratic sebtbament
of erhoieiy,. Tlee courgcit
sittigtion however las Boen
e of pessitmitoe.

£l

{Uy The mrcrging  &upra-cegi-
vugal plepmncpens the ‘role

of fodian dompnangs aad @

pew  reriendd  Palanmec of
PoeRT] .-|-:|'|_|| I:.|'|3 cole S
wnel the exien] L whdch
Jupnmess gmd Keorean finan-
cink ‘oipisul  wsulkdhocalfeet
state . formutions im kho
regicd,

With the above Lonsideralions
getting the &istussion off, he
insncs -debated {ounolusively. v
incaneinzively) focluded:

1. The grestion of  mmoede ol
production in cipitilist ond
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SOUTH ASIAN CRISIS (2)

of the National Security State

nun-cxpitalist sigles ms awel]
avthat of contradiction  here
ween sociabism and I:al?'ilil.
lisoy,  which Way thoush to
be Cinrcfcssinn - ne berayr 5

the dialague betwacn the
dupcrpnwed  cemained | ip
PINEIcas,

. Bouth Asiaas o bridpe  bef-
woet Fash Asin and  Wes
Asid  ad  cegent develop
inents . e gdded Gt the

MRS s Eeo-sratepic  ims
purbdnee. It i< e only regr
i in e waild sehere hinth
nuclzas: aml  convertional
wWar ey ceiipl fie. in phe
gaaflice hatween Fandis anl
Fakistan, Theolrumiaw favo-
Tuticiewith il sofi=imperia-
kigt T1 t:’.l]llg:r' vrug  idenlilfi=d
by the . parlicipancts  ay oo
mzior: developmichl ja {he
vepinn after tho helcheril
ravolulfun writh Far-renching

impast,  purticnlacly on &
hillion  mosiims - of  the
warld, - The - Alghunistan
aituation  with - {be gupers

parcl  irolvement, the 115
preachies din o the Galf, owo,
mapar pisurEEneiss in he
suh-wontigent —  Sikh and
Tamil, & Jow-intengity wirim
Sphen, and un gpaaras of
movemEnts for dorminsracy in

Tikisiig wnd  Bangladsch
were il eraannad,
3. With the Tadisn reajonal

raleapd-the levelopment of
the Trelnen stnle, thers oAz a
contepiinn on whether fn-
cild o be defined aw a
sipb—imperieliat.  satc Ay
Imdin’s ‘ecotomic stakis oy
iaterests imothe dogion are
rainimal Erade  with
sepaloamimmlsta only e
b il dandal o Ioede), it was
Feli thut Fadia plaved g
hegomaniitic basad o Chrge
and povwer sathory tlhian sub-
rmpetial and rmperial gole.
Tadix hag dsed fores. (0 im-
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pese dite polificel will an ik
p=ighbours:” Bangeladesh, S
Lanka,  Mopal.! Mahilzes
Sikkim and Hhutisp. The
Tindian state was re_#_:lrn:le:-:l A%
liaving cmofzad siritnomer ind
e o Tul witl s bogs
e el b |::'|;1';ﬁ.| Eili.':ll'.'].' i
parsstAul sy fborees Cand
chmmand over: finanee ard
cipitsl, . Fhe intcinal <Sviali-
smooofths Indian -aic was
pleapointed one codle, Cleere
haa - beon angsionl  mmAreme-
gt et the  peablam s iaee-
ticme  and cxtarnal oae ool
poerer [Maldives, Bridank,
Fmtherarere, mejor  ahitts
are §leo pmdicited my ccertuin
sefiens lsoviety huve becn
vitwed an il spencible by the
stile i Abot rew westward
hooking eliles hove emeiecd.
The peoile ot brhurions and
respenEecaf the Lwitar hayge
been ditteren: from ihe all
A

Fhie alephoralyy progsse in
Fakistan has brovght @ con-
EELR a Tk T £ i I T S S 1
ture of residtioscs, osvolved
gniler ity clictatershiip, s
gemerdrgal ngy Chcli=condi-
denee doothe peapls D fedd
ciizenrgod the pdoested pra-
feegmanals aard onfhery i
rotarm L the sounisy,
Mg siuniivn e of SBawels:
thesh as a0 post-colonias Srale
15 b e nilitsT s P e
sradic nliparelst s s adduly
fote power hus gidsn e
tion toths Emeérgence ul the
indindrods  houlesnisiy in
the ccuntiy,  The eyalution
of the stals wie revismed.
isterically Bernning  with
4T mihivn; BIY Swdig postiof
Pakistan, 1o |he ©ice of
Eoagali nationelism and the
cicating ol Benpali bowrgs.
iz an the' fif1izs 1o the
aaseriion ol Bl in 971, Tp
the fier  proccss Dol
olived o erucind eole Fivstls,
Iodiw hed plascd the gantisn-
et purty AFant Deianie in
ey and cscerandly - the
Indiwr sondr v sliser phve-
cals atrongrls” Gnil presence.
had et ped-keep the - Aoami
Toeatge i prwer, The Awa.

o Leapie Tead ere wore Amall
Lown  professicnala belonzine
hir surplue and fnddle wlwes
Inrming famihce.: They cume
into oenflict wilh reneesen-
tutivea, aenagers, pdiminia-
trucore And Intsinesys cxecn-
tives of the stals arbo Jad
serng Wiknap i siminl  ofiging
The nows resime - denicd ol
Mlerizhing of the old B ee-
e theprodictof  Pakisge-
pi  wilvpigligmy amil the
[ledeling:  fidisney hurer-
vriccic odlcarehy aad Bovesred
the urhan andddic elasss and

the rich  peasapley,  “Mipes
locel condhidons were oot
faroralilc [or capital soons
milaticg, 4y proce:s Swas
sptned. hp Cthronph  whiel
el peitn o capatal ol

Eike wvver the class Thrmsition
and penericte the development
nidvpendent easitilism. The
inclial unstahle allizobes and
balanee -« between the olars
tabess conldiibing for ftito
Towndy Bepim e teks a2 e
Torm. . e - military B u-
oraise chHrhary re-oreanieed
aml made g0 alliEnce with
civmaents of the alil oy pe-
mivie und  the Tisipg new
hiwreeoisic.  This coulicion
contnibuced . e ke Cwialcot
dostnfall, ol the o ¥hiib
FoRinte an TS and Do dded
e ascendancs ol dhe mili-
ary-bursatcianic. oljratchy.

£ The cvationsl, sacurice viate
flai coebcod D0 -Sonth N
alide Bl miay he seeq A
a secylar, fedarul and pluras
[siicaliete, fheres (e faet
ol iz militagisation pnd the
Propensiey to wse the militapy
1 prontetc - poliiical brte-
Testa. This s peflested in
the Tndias milftary ‘moxss in
986, “Exercisy Brasatacks o
plong . Fakiscan®s | Rorder,
Tackear anipuhility as e foe-
troe i iodiaPakistan  reln-
Livos mary Toad oooa sitaation
sf Shilines of Lerrars wiih
implications Tor the reging
(AT T T P

Too Eoccigh - oalicy in Sk
A5 eolnirics e delep-
mined by demzarie political
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imperdlives despile the hest
crlentions of the leadom,

8. Sub-maticnal probloms ypill
CYED nEtbonk | boundaries wnd
npings. Wpen o odder-seate
redafions,

9. 'Lhe alobal tread of resofn
tion of revjonal cuntlicts has
not Bppeared i Sourh o Ak
ourisdlie pon Use of Toree
cor wehieving paliien] ohjoe-
tives visihle Tl regicn.

Atlempts iwade to chaructorise
Saclistate in 1he rogien dil pot
load 10 & enpsensas 14 is ok ese
pustihlo fo disliornish  bepwecn
seciar «Lifes such s lgdia apd
ethitn Cligions sltrs sl as im
Fuksstan, S Fankn and Banp-
hidesh. . “Brisral Brpgasrinag s were
mid e, e G Lenky one o gdefens
Live state, Banghadech &< o mile
ey burewucralic ene, et There
wato feeliop wimohy the selio
lry, Shomever  ihal csierod
facicrs in deterinioing the. aaluce
of the South Asiun stales have
ot Boen Tully discussed  mor e
churging social Bass of the ecans
T T e At e pramin v,

COnthe sceoml theaveticu] ques-

el bl sithpicioe® within 1ae
Eexibook delinition af hislerion]
WpECi S, 0T wis Bugpested
Lh:ad etRLiity -helonged 0 the
broad catepary notHe lue Caf
the suparstruciove eopsteget.
Here, dhe combimtion uf 1ala
L dnd. Tarees of  producting
i well va the vnit nf prodostion
sfivke of 8 roure camplex loved,

Soveri] gquestiuns were yaised
arc conflicti veally cthnfo o are
thoy sunnoinic? is olyas ECrOarr e
a vigtim of crhnicity_hmsed .
flictz? i elass strugele the molor
ol Ditose? why is there a §cfore
pnce helwern “oflinic acierficn:
in the Philippise. and 64 Lunka,
wheve dn the dave of Talfer tharo
A & majoTitarian bucklach?

Tho divcussions repurding ceh.
nicity ended Wik a preesinvieric
fote willy o anetiied te roaolve’
the guedtiang m sipght.
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T pige Litverisl wient “of - odive
iRt Erivte, R CIEPNIE of neoa
fleies fo he  solpeifl S Te il
P ks P Bk o P T AR . T L_',-_'L_-.-__,";'f.-_-,: s
CoTE PR Foral I A P T T TR P R
el &oagn Be sncanyed By rhe
rRERCER OF  resira wned e
wRd o rendinevy o |::|.'.|.lrl|l,'.i|"|,$r.l1|'_l.$
RRd Raree . b e, weliiicy
R o O R T LR FER 1 1 B P s
SUf @ CANSEIHE s 4 gy
E o amd secommmodgiion oos e
basis o wnvented. provedurer. - ond
Berwesh pdites g v et s
e fjrc'!iln.".-:lurl.- et rﬁ.g_p.g'-.-_m,[-j ara

wokiea o fives ragetiee  amare op
T e oy R 7 AT A
PO et o papdier . sl mierions

P Eomialp fEobnr peie  ade,rgs
BET. M i cauy  atieilived. b
afwr Ciilising, Je v amr only m@
Heiy o resalving cpeiblonis oA
ool woy, et olve af procor-
(Fp ] o T o T F e e
arBieving wver greater haraiey o
TR PR W Pl SR ST ol T
VDI rales Ahvan oy i
e

The Morcivianaraash in o it
s palilferend - SF I anl m papier
G neibleiny o e galved Bor g srove
& duminntfon and  rebiention e be
sadagd by a  fefal Armpsfornguion
aof iR condfttens witell oive  rfis
da CE N dotd can ier e p B
fprengated M only C Beegugr  he
refing eling i dhle b ase nddne
GF CEMeTHEr  SOEeciER, CoHOENa s
ar lr.'t'.l'.'r.'|.'.r.|'|'.'.:.'1 — HrEErr |!."|-e‘.
sdnediacis e'.!'n-:r.,'.:.' __r:lu..l.- _-...:.n-.'ffng
e e patinn, - Lineatels, - the anfg-
Fowldy re JrrecpReialils and e
Holiae of  pging Torrmony  §5 2
decem i o) g ddludding, oar leasr
fir e e hp elaen aetrtivE,

What of the other Healogy
that ju the Thinl Yorld it
aften wreoncotuly - pegnrded e
Prepressdy s ratfongdliem T - Tu
the Libcral (his 5 pechiapy the
miorc ideressive’ denhuy  than
Baxisn. or Full Blocded T sociz.
L heécipse §tR comerption . ef
man @5 pot conly  onllaciivise
bul alss miare” rolkless  in ite
complety indilferepes e the
uspirutingg. &F thues - cotsido 11s

Ak

charmied  cirels of intesdsi.  The
natiomalEl s dewediom 3 L
patticulor peaple ar o TAce

Aand hath of thése are {mpossi-

Ble’ wl' frumeitiza, Inds chere-
Fape ihe seoplis warinnmt ol the
wursk exeess ol cnlvimism  and
believes inoan elect, sa chasen
prinlewha Becayze of histi-
riewly Tizialoar eyltical caffing-
Iz Bave the right i 2 apeci!

politizal dpheritinie, Satfona-
lism is roim - fally sepunoaot
Eo- Lilasalsm than v Sfnswizm

Because 3igx devaid o7 0 oy of tha
chiaracterivtios T asaribed 1o Tihs
eralism. Mot osnly i natiana
gy Cobliviogs  Enc ther statis
rights of the individas!
whitc 5 nothine  ouzzide  lhe
Apteisnl - pommily e 0l n
nabiom, o rast a religions arons
iz e decimed worihy ol appra-
bation, It i joegplitavian  both
the  Jibeeal aml the conveglinng]
sensE, L 15 sobi-universalist by
e fundarentn] nutule and  of
o se by aseribingircical siatus
fo o oommunity it g denying
the Cprespeet of  the - feipro
vability of mankind gnd there
Tore 3w mut “melinrizt

o neither Marzism o0 Nugi-
outlist gre ordics]  Ar pro-
greszive and i Congervarism
while Wicie - oagecptabhle o
Liberels. s hy ity osig sidmis
ssi0f - hot o sy wlhat oiakes
Litaralisein b & radisal. dnd
progreasive adealogy? An nnamer
to. that would  profit  cons-
derably biva considersfion of cne
of Tobm Oy’ assertions which
while being por farth with o
Bifcal dedl of inteilsotnal sirege

Bth is pevertheless  one un
whizh | find  Ti< ' wiew  wous-
ceplizshle. T orefer tothe distiie-

on Ichn Guay makcs betwmeen
wlassical and révisiomsn Liberas
lizm.

Tww weplrd]l  principles. (i
tha bedrock of Clugsical  T.ihe-
rajism — the conpeption nl ibe

miled state. dod of the free
mncket.  Thesé clasaical Tiheral
dactitides Bave © heon cavived
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From that

apart. fram  in. Iohn  Gray's
wwn vtk muost antablyin the

Wiidings ol CHawvek, Milton
Friedman smd in an extiome
Fatm (now called  Liberdaric
HETERY) inc cthasel oF D Ralvard
Mozick  Fdvarch  Srae anid
Uragia), A ecninl pagertinn of

Gruy's fiberallsoris that Tiberi-
Hem wis abjocted to oo wnajor

rupture: when Fohn Btuare  5idl
deweliped what Gray eall  ita
‘Revjsinnist® Torin,

With Orav’s olvaracterizsation
ol cahat My ithart y Boen dew
viibed cas ‘madern Eibersbian®
(£, g Rir-lemigh Neorlin in Feoir
Lroevs: an Ly prarcicubarly
dofin Bliser Wi Sod ghe ndy
of Life)' s frevivaoist | have
nxopariienlar djsiordcincel, I
(SR T U T Ve S T B ey
Lihersiiam  eomtiitng eriiludis
gnd [eatwecs mehich mre i1liberal
2l that Both pust and prcacat
Clasicu]l  Tabsrals ©sirs  more
teuly  Liberal . thap | capim
dCOEpE,

To whatever school they may
belong - LEiberals oozl tha
frecdum  {or tberty) gy ctheir
primary. value.  Bor there yre
many. princinles  which  spring
. primAcy  vahe and
which ape cesentiul precepes of
Liberalism,  The relative merics
of Clugsiesl ws cppused 0
Frvisionist Liberalizar ace devic

®ol Brem the vaiyiag impecl
Apee ascribed Ty diffcient
Hitokers - o #hete precep|s
which thaugh gl of them are

necrsiaty i make wup Tiber-

tivm, ate not cdunlly  cenirul
B dts cope qdea.
Ttoshould b mude clear at

cnce Yhit 3t ik mot g simple divide
betwsen the relutive innral claians
of positive 3nd ncgstive |iborty
thit conperns - me here Wlat
bas  been powerful e Cimplicit
ik the wriliops of  Toequewville,
Coostant, Mill and Lood Aston
hig beon medle explivit in onp
times in the: writinos of  Tsdj
Bertin and  after the puhli-

2l



cutizn of chizo brillivnts Tive
Cancepty of Eiberty thers is no
expse  Jor nor rotaghiding
thaf 4 i precicely - the differ-
ences  betwccn  opasitive  Capd
pegriive lborty o thar disliopnizh
the Libesal Broun the Socinlizt,
M Liboral can helieve  in the
positive  Farm of libepie  frec.
dom to’ as being more. fodda-

wentally  nevessary  than e
negalive Fforoe Erecdonm - Deum®
which :is  that feecdom  Chig
profesty “the - indrealoal from
exieroid imtarfercace;  ‘The fres-
dom ofthe individual o which

Liberals belicws i primscily a
freadior that peeosils eisch indi:
viduga] “to fallww gs own valacs
aivd e fesue hisl omen palh
torrards o osell—peglizetion: A i
il whe:  most Paasnrdaly
and eowiipviogly  asscrted b
ecitrility ofindividual Hhedds
fined st cffecnively . et
aur - the dingers Cof  populis
demndesuey,  untcemmelled & nyle
by the pumerieal majorite and
the esraony of ) sneipl gonfar-
miso: The weakuess of some,
particularly- the ‘mafers expos
pents, of - Clagsical Liberalizm
ig that thew hive subicribed to
A aelectiveaml. in my View
pirtial avd praleguute concep-
tion of aepeative Liberty  which
has led them o elovate mifed
grstrrment and the froc market
which fn o gowcral  sense ges
ity pecesEary means fo the
achisremient of indegdaul frees
dim wid  selfieilsalion to che
clatugof abralote Bisernl prinei-
Plea.

Te would Be un cxagacration
to porfrigy. Ml ad -anylbing
mare then the  micldost o igbss-
venbinpista, Wlost of Iy works,
ind pieticlany n fikerny and
Cosdderaron . of . Renrepeylanie
Limverameent maks  zleiir his
Sannzh  eoppeet o for limted
guvernment awd m seversl speoc-
cheg and easavs b has supportcd
the sarfet  edinomy. Bgually
bis passion amrinst conformily,
Eoicial pressure . iand the “hiliod
adhcrance fo tradition phdiviie
thie Tuifoess of his cowmiliment
Lo Treedom, :

Creay sasscrtinn thof by weake-
ning b commiiment to linited

22

pivcipment b cortcinpisling @
biryper: rofe Foir tha slnte parti-
cubiels in o saEeocosnoTiic issncs
aod therclr  anlicipating - the
titedern Scllare sfute, by cone
templating. Timatidioms, Bowews)!
gimall-thews may “be o compa-
riacm ta o 1he o prescriptions af
satiatizte, om Lhe: frecdom of
the markeo anid by his  atack
rin custom amd  sruditian. RN
displavenl’ Jilisern]l zerdernicies
wlhiich ‘embarked  Libcdalism oo
o cdanperons  diratiea  with
cutl=edivist idens, ias [ thiok
baged  wpow an wadoubedls
proverlul understund ing of Liberi.
Hsmyvehich nevertheloos dewylies
il oot disregards its essence. In

findiae the cdpanemiz of the
Sgcitizh Kal glteomenl mars can-
gamal e Ml CJehn  Girae
Vike: Hayek,  Frisdmon,. Panl
Tohpaen: aml o @many  othen
appeazehss Liberaliam.  not hy

asacriing (he pripucy of frecdem
Fote (a2 cindd i<t agd IR T
LY iNRllEeny  ar paliciey or
alfilacles . thits neatrice 46, bt
by belizving.  that limiied
Bewernmeot wivd O Tiees nowrk et
artenicisnt conditiing of adi-
vidiul  ‘liborty and by then
mking o further 2 errni g asaums
piivo that - non-inlervention
arineipally - fn  thes epopaniic
sphere eonatituies limited Townci-
ment.  Hagck  gnd’ Gray ae
acpine Tiberale whoharwe eoplti-
betced el o the dévelopment
of Tiheral jdess,  Bur © Hlasvek's
beliel in' ocder amd tradifion
as valwes (Lot mey coniribite
i liberiy wicth which Chay con-
Surg, whils wot caticely nntrue i3
ncveErtlielens Jesa cx s ive of the
Laberul “pimint | ol view than
Mill's  m=acrtion of  individoa-
lity, and Freedoin both politi-
cal and aesiale The Clasoscsd
Liberala, Warek' and hic dizei-
plod and cven Grayv, wlsn delins
Libkeralism oo mash o terns of
itd et it prineiples, Coedadnly
it i3 the ee thit 4 market
ceunmy 1y #0 inpartdnt compo-
went el Liberalism  but o the
markel soonemy TR0 mewns 1o

an cend pot  an cend in itself.
Hayek  and Gray,. of coursc
recignise this - Bul:  Libeeaflau

and  Huyek™s manx  writings.
particuiorly Faw,  Lepiclanion . mhd
Liberty whieh 45 ‘subeitled A
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Ao gtatoment of the  Tiberal
principles of justice and paliti.
cil - coonnmy’ pver emphaaiic
BEOROMIC and Srocium] peidnges
mentd  ind - under emphasiie
mdividial god political f1eedom,

My own wisw ol Liberzlizm
hug alwivs been that it is an
idealogy thut i not very enop-
eerncidl with  ceonpmics cuweept
in sn far as cconemic  sTappge-
tcnts belp o hinder  hiberge.
T s walues other tham  the
material - valsigs which gnes to
the wvsence of  the PRty

that uee the Grst coneern of
the Liberal. Ml st forth ua
Creedd eFcry ward s af which I

Nirlly belisvee 12 cimvey not oaly
the idea but alin the tone o of
Lrue. Tibsralism, w5 Fallow s

i remueisey, | Ereet, e s
dokain o comcieumes, demanding
by ol canetanee o the npst S
Prehegsipe Geace: FEeEL i af oy
attd  feellug, - abirsivie  fresdiom of
Apret o il svimiitea on gl ndhents.
Arniioal de o sneeiiaiipe aeleali fid,
meral or Pheatprdod,  The Nibery
al ey pie s oingr ol pebierdin g opiifony
oo ddeomidly the prinetnle raguives
Nherfy  of raitsr ang fermite, ol
fraiwiag the wlen ol ffe o mit oue
MH- sharacter,  wiihou FRpedtone
from oue feliow crearicres, 5o long ax
bha! we daes mot karm e, dven
Heipel the ¥ shoald vk snr coedac
Jondish, perverse aF verang Thiridly
Srom thals Mbe ey of eack fndisidind
fotloks e Woesip, within the cpme
fioeites wl' combinagian WRROH T
I idiy, fisedam to combing far
aue perpure ned Involvisr R o
cihers,

MUl defined Bis jpse of the
Lerin *havw o others” ig boing
Lhe resteietion of w like libeity
from gny peraon.. Thiz cimpre-
hensivae conception of Liberalism
led MHtlio evnid the error mode
by Hayek, by John Creay and
of couese by the now oripht
Wwhao pre not © Liberals bt Tor
the muvat par, Consivatives or
Former Socialists © of seving tho
Ih . century {and (he pre 1914
b genluryy az the ynalloyed
soldon eriof Toiberaliom.

Whrle it e rroe that in parts
of Europe and iu pardicalar i
Britain, io many respecte therc
were 1heo fewer cupstroints. on



what o peren wmight e there
BCie - fhead important pespedts
s owhich the periol ¢ipnet he
degiribed g W galden ern of
Liberalism: The frsdwug  the
enitfence:  of  dliberyl  zooial
ALt ey, rrelted pressure towards
donfarmi ¥, W giea{er pawcr Al
tntoleeant rebgom  ands o the
cristency of o sirinecar povil
eorhe that vicdited that far-ing)
indeperdetea it ol g
Pllisanndlely  chamipiones, Thu:
u Mictirian Britew odull frovel
abradd  without & posspori b
e dould oot Awedsl a atrons
tparpldet sewinar the Chyrdh of
Eiglimd or ngainst Ghecizstianits
He weoeral, he coobl Buy gocds

freim “abroad, oo lhs wime Do

b houight thane o heme gl
0 he wers A Homosoxusl  be
visked impciemiment as el b
e disgrace, thet wonld T
harsh * puvishments i Tagad
gttt ol or wrimes weall be
liable tn “he  Hanged lhr o u
VIEITY Gffbences S dwd I Ehe
wergsa femals  wonlh be denicd
wn¥ cpiililival rielits Sad ull,

The sceand- wis  thet ths
vibscyne  of the weltife dtate
made - poverty wn gerious . thal
L ogocd wany  propls . apart
Tram being Jdenied the franchie,

satld . pote ellsetivcly - exercize
their Vel C0ma il ot
hive Yoo DElieva | §m o cthe

Primacy ol posities liberty o
peoeniie AEates dnciely ia whieh
o Eu o CE G VR R A T R b
Tadovidial  Bbsviy ot Hoomare
Liboral socizev tlhap (oo ahial
the exercige: of libapty da inhi:
Bited even B reslomiots as dne
CODsGEOT U5 saein] depriracin.

The chivd was. of eoinpe tha
exislence of culaialivm and the
ooy Dkl artitades . vhnpecs
Ll witho e ARGl ¥ hekis
] Bl strongly indesd
thal  For mENF posi~anln:
el cobntries the pépiad ol
colopialism was an  exporicaie
glomers taathe Tabeonl cldza oar
frapdiom than a spurious - jnede-
pondeoce: wlich Bus Cmrsan) the
elahl - of Cipdigenens Sictators to
Wridnjizse thelt peopls b never-
theless cemain: jmpaasibla (het
a Armuly  Liberel stete and: coeiety
G RXIAL im wRich  penple sra
denied polition] eiwfls tmd =ik

ey af

fected Lo wacions forgs of dige
2 e e, sdmctimes insloding
Thdse baesd an race,

SALY and the schoal of Rewie
sicaist: Lineralism S wll i

Alizt Zasay s Libeay which, has

Fingsl Tikiral
o 3

remained thn
sliteme it oFel, wirs
U pansiaite shlement sgains
the cilliberalisin G ahnn Hayek
s B SR TN - STy 150 SR (Mt £
PEilbasial Urat Do the tene Taherad,
thorecloas peeyy ey fhiabcil Bt
22 awhid  the 1M oortery. e
ked in Cseeinlocand poditicsd
Feevilpm ol Hes bich chidiged
ol ol L feomemdies price
in - the 20k oeanruid e heen
ufler s B brsala anaes. ot
s o wnd - ecowsmic  collaet
yiamis The deveez 8 e wenid
fufes fx thal si sefitively o Treo
mirker &Il Be o resliTead oaly ok
Be Avies 0f saad arrdadas thal
Eavralues matfabive. pociam. el
SUrElip” Al epDrmiauss  <lGe
poeiar. The Libsrdl aantz a frss
mekels o ks wlan whals o iodd-

vidual chiberty G Hie widest
RomEe,
Ml Croimmahaiblbe, vindis

gaterl axihe fneenipars hls biberal
thinker  Beoaizz hie anliciputsd
a1l iHe “wonoerng s ol e madsn
Tiver b Frocdoor, 11 seeme in.
deed ong of e woer - apein-
chethe mast eislted cmarten s
ol st than: &) writiapiwihe
Pk aointirs Samld s et ot Ahe
distinel i ™ Bettdern Fidivpda]
Mberty gitd emovrse the tars
iy of “the majority, the ase
for propociisna ] rearcrsnlieliig,
the deusrs ol exopezpss’ wfype
nereol’, the g P sotlite
o, wrme s the-danezes of sireiil
eonfoemivm o oand e wsdly of
racEsim: Wher s Somnis A et srad
deeply - sinesre Liberal Fks Lovd
el coukd do whar  for ns
neiniy doronesivghbe and sapporc
chie - Americefd Soili fo ke Cisil
Wik nazetting the principle of
shadey righta gl fenoring whae
fur-uws o Recie the uniapocable
the dasue ol slavery wnd whears
muny other  Classicil - T.ihesils
emininctd ahbivieis to e Sraal
TERTELEEAN in o 1he
CalaRiE A G paverte at hinme,
diohn Riwerl MEIT orver failsiife
niadero. abszal. By Caswerting
thecaniradily of Tibzatrand theh
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Applving jI with a efinement
el goovestency thae s breathrn-
kiog © holh, in Cits ingelteciual
Brilignes sind Cin . its gobilite
of Epiril, 811 helped oreite o
Liberafi~m ot il amaris. Ta
The 20th ceotucy - Teasek Herlin
Bas  clozely fodliwel bimin 2
tradition thet- belioves thut Ti-
bevalijsm “ja nol about moterial
tieioes wroewcn ullimotely whoot
srastitatiane] reluiionships hit
ahont the'ical frepdom of  ieal
iotisidumals.  The-oigggical L ikzs
b aritigue ol thin rmdition
cAeine by arbicula el ow  nhn Gedy
g qer o 4 Tind - eanvirchig,

Al GEaepti]l o conscquenge of
the: Fiberd belielf i the pri-
Hpdey waF ek Chdedeinglhas
heon the rezpeniiing Bt tofal:
briami=m gl Cintelenioes .
e the prodance of iidis-
vl dicratvas - undsof 0 g
poluy egemes but pre cquadly
108 ehaiacieristics of mMaiarities
e cwwitrngs ol M des -
weville - eajunmin Constao. und
in thos - ootiey. ol @elean. ¥
Chassel arel andcrined CwidE ihis

daveer b wrhich we in ihe 8
Lafda o5 today are aoly. ton
SHiwane

i TR e

Hiauticm  C tEeee as:
teranzy . b s

-\'.".HiLi‘lfu' il
CLagistrate Qs il
wlaighr CFhers Copeedspwaeegiong
sl capalacf ol pernore ok ik
Prevcine aodmina and ek agm
e R s undenoy AF anlely g im
et b olier - cmeang I civil
peminliic e wem s viol arad
Biesena viieds wofenndact oo thuse
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NEW THINKING FﬂmlM

SPECIAL TO THE GUARDIAN

Germany — No road to socialism ?

Erank Kurschner-Pelkmann*

EH seems that the capitalist
West Germany won a total vic-
tory over the socialist East Ger-
may. Thousands of Bast Germans
_have crossed the Hungarian bor-
der to reach the golden West,
hundreds of thousands have pro-
tested in the streets against the
status quo and millions have no

confidence in the political lea-

dership in Easr Berlin. Whereas
the Red Stat is sinking,
Mercedes star is shining oyer Ger-
many ascompanies like Mercedes
‘buy more and more smaller com-
panies. Has socialism failed in
the country of Karl Marx, Fried-
rich Engels and Rosa Luxenburg?
To understand the dynamics of
socialist ideds and  approaches in
Germany one has to go back to
the beginning of this century. At
that time the main socialist
movement was the Social Democ-
ratic Party (Sozialdemokratische
Partei Deutschlands—S8PD). It
united those who believed in the
ballot paper as the key to a
socialist future and those who
were convinced that only a revo-
lution could end the dominance
of the capitalist class. The move-
ment split during the first World
War, when the reformist forces
in the SPD favoured a patrotic
stand of the party, whereas the
more radical minority was not
willing to vote in favour of war
loans.

The split became even more
obvious, when the emporer fled
from Germany after losing the
war and the SPD got a chance to
rule the country. The SPC leader-
ship decided to transform Ger-
many in very small steps into a
socialist country accepting
coalitions with liberal and conser-
vative parties.. The SPD even
helped to make a well-known
general of the imperial time the
president of the country (only to
learn Jater on that this general
chose Hitler as the chancellor of
Germany in 1933). '

% A wellknown German journalist, he is

the author of several beoks on infer-

national issues.
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more radical socialist
tried to overthrow the
reformist government and to
establish a socialist republic
following the example of Lenin.
They failed because of the strong
resistance from the SPD and the
conservative parties, not fo for-
get the fear of most Germans of
fundamental changes and uprest,
Lenin had predicted that the
Germans would buy flatform
tickets before they would storm
a railway station.

When a revolutionary change
in Germany had failed, the com-
munist party tried to compeie
with the SPD for the votes of the
working class, This split in the
socialist movement helped the
conservative parties to gain more
political ianfluence and helped
the Nazis to take over power in
1933 with the promise to restore
law and order and to overcome
the economic crisis of the coun-
It was in resisting the Nazi
dictatorship that a number of
social democrats and communists
worked together. But it was only
a small number of socialists who
were actively involved in the
resistance and given the passive
or supportive attitude of most
Germans to the new rulers it was
not surprising that thousands of
members of the resistance move-
ment were sooner or later ex-
posed by.the police and killed
concentration camps.
Therefore the experience of a
joint resistance against the dic-
ratorship did not really become
a dicisive factor in the post-war
political development.

On the contrary, the political
climate after the war was not at
all favourable for a joint effort of
social democrats and commu-
nists towards a truly socialist
development in Germany. The
Soviet dominance in Bast Ger-
many resulted in a merger of
SPD and communist party domi-
nated by political leaders in line
with Stalin. In West Germany
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a strong anti-communist stand
of both the American govern-
ment and large propotions of the
population (including millions
of refugees from the East) left on
room for the lonely voices of
those who favoured a joint effort
towards socialism. The ¢‘res

tauration’’ of a conservative 80Ci-

ety and an unlimited economic
growth were the political targets
of those days. The social
democrats did all they could to
convince the Germans that their
socialism had nothing to do with
the socialism on the other side
of the border. That way the so-
cial democrats in the West be-
came more and more part of the
establishment whereas the com-

munists in the east forn to an
concentia-

orthodox socialiam
ting on ensuring the stability of
their system,

The economic boom in the
West left the conservative parties
in a comfortable position of
confidence in the own system
shared by the vast majority of
the Population. “No expeti-
ments !’ was popular slogan of
the conservative movement. Nor
was the East German goverment
interested in  experiments, but

this was more a sign of instabili-

ty and lack of confidence. The
Fast German government had to
live with the passive resistance of

millions of citizens against a
socialism that was 'seen 4as a
forced import from Moscow.

Millions left East Germany for
the West to enjoy the tasteful
fruits of capitalism. Internation-
ally the East German govera-
ment was not recognized by most
governments of the world and
the West German government
used all its economic and poli-
tical power to prevent such a
recognition. This was part of
an intensive ideological war bet-
ween the two German states.

* Such a situation did not allow
the growth of democratic socia-



lism in East or West Germany,

whereas it allowed the hard-
liners in both states to denounce
fundamental opposition either as
ssimperialistic’’ (in the East) or
sscommunist’’ (in the West). Anta-
gonistic as they were, both poli-
tical leaderships mneed one an-
other. The mere existence of
the enemy helped to suppress al-
ternatives to the status gquo.
Definitely the West German  sys-
tem being economically more

successful and offering more
individual freedom was nruch
stable than the FEast German

system. It is not easy to con-
vince doctors to accept a lower
income in order to help to create
an egalitarian society. It is
even more difficult to deo so
when these doctors just have to
cross the border fo get a far
higher income plus more indivi-
dual freedom. In addition. the
East Germans were frustrated by
the privileges of the political
leadership and by the aunthori-
tarian and bureaucratic style of
this leadership. Therefore it was
not surprising that millions left
East Germany and that the gov-
ernment did not see an alterna-
tive to the closure of the border.
In 1961 it built the wall in Berlin
and similar barriers at the border
to West Germany to prevent its
citizens to flee to the West. On
the one hand this bold step did
lead to a remarkable economic
recovery of East Germany raising
the per—capita-income to one of
the highest in the world. Still it
remained far below the West Ger-
-man level. The closure of the
border meant on: the other hand
that the East German government
admitted that it had lost the eco-
nomic and political competition
with the West, at least for the
time being. Furthermore, milli-
ons of Bast Germaps felt that
they were imprisoned in their
own couniry and were threatened

to be killed, by the army of

their own country if they tried to
cross the border. It was not be
expected that this frustration
would contribute to any enthu-

siasm fto  built a socialist
Germany.
Nevertheless socialism  was

not dead in Germany. The stu-

dents in the West  revolted
against an estdbllshment in the
universities and 1in the socmty
that was only interested in pre-
serving the status gquo. From
1968 on, students and youth
started to read Marx again and
spend their time in night-long
debates in pubs how the work-
ing class could be convinced
to get involved in a revolu-
tionary process that would end
capitalism and would lead to
a truely socialist society. Most
of the students were not fto
much attracted by the East
German style of socialism and
if they accepted any exisiing
form of socialism as an exam-
ple for Germany it was China.

So it was debated how Marx
and Mao could lead the Ger-
man working class on the road
to socialism. The working class
was not really interested in
this type of revolution and the
frustration of the students about
the lack of revolutionary consci-
ousness of the Germans contribut-
ed to a split of the socialist

. movement in various small par-

ties and groups.

A number of students joined
the SPD ftrying to change the
system: from within.
managed to achieve substantial
social changes as well a more
open foreign policy when it
ruled Germany @ together with
the liberal party in the 70s.
What was not achieved was a
change of the economic politics
in the direction of a socialist
development. = The pragmatic
groups in the SPD and the li-
beral party prevented any socia-
list polities. Only in the rhetori-
cal attacks of the conservative
opposition could omne get the
impression that socialism was
knocking at the door of West
Germany

The concervatives won elee-
tions with the slogan “freedom
or socialism’ and were able
to take oyer the government
power again in a coalition with
the liberal party. Socialist ideas
were resiricted to minority gro-
ups in the SPD,
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various

The: SPI):

to the tiny

communist party and to groups
within the newly formed Green
Party that threatened the estab-
lished parties in the eighties
by demanding radical changes
in the ecological and economic
politics of West Germany.

They won about 8 — [0% in
glections and became
an influencial factor in German -
politics without being able to

form a joint goveranment with
the SPD on a regional or
national level (actually there

were strong reservations in both
parties against coalition). This
left West Germany with a con-
servatice government, a divided
opposition and small socialist
groups within and outside of
SPD and Green Party.

Up to 1988 the Bast German
system had also reached a con-
siderable level of stability and
the government was concentrat-
ing on the administration of
the status quo. Political debate
did not play a major role in
East German politics and the
goyernment was very teluctant
to acknowlege the fundamental
changes that were going on in
the Soviet Union and neigh-
bouring - European  countries.
Compared to a country like
Poland the economic situation
in East Germany was far advan-
ced and the debts over against
the West were relatively low.
In order to preserve the poli-
tical stability the East German
government even banned some
publications from the Soviet

Union advoeating political and
economic changes,

The whole situation changed
dramatically when the Hungarian -
government opened the border
to the West allowing its visi-
tors from East Germany to use
Hungary as a transit country
to the West. Thousands of East
Germans used this opportunity
to po to West Germany. The
East  German governmeni had
to acknowledge that it was no

- longer in a position to keep
the population under control
{ Continned on page 30)
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Development: Entrenchmg Patriarchal Authorlty

Asoka Bandarage

Womeﬁ are integrated into
every sector of the Sri
Lankan economy, and in the
leading sectors like tea produc-

tion, labor export to the
Middle East, and @ the Free
Trade Zone, women are the
predomirant labor force and
the primary foreign @ exchange
earners.  As. in  other Asjan
and Third  World  countries
pursuing a similar path of

development, in Sri Lanka the -

economy has been planned and
built on the cheap labor of
“women. If women’s domestic
labor, which is nowhere calcu-
lated or remuncrated, is also
included, it ~counld be argued
that women’s contribution to
the ecnomy surpasses
men. However, cfficial
commonly = underestimate wo-
mens - labor, and according to
one set = of calculations, the
percentage of
total “employed”
in Sri Lanka has dropped from
22,2 percent to 20,7 perceat
between 1971  and 1981.

from  the
Mahawelj,
Zone to

In every sector,
plantations to the
from the Free Trade

the Middie East, from tourism
to advertising, women are in-
corporated  into jobs deemed
specifically female. Not  ouly
are  -these jobs less valued
financially and - socially, but
even in the cases where women

do the exact same tasks as
men, they ‘are still  quite
often = paid “less. = On tep

of wage discrimination, women
are also- sexually exploited in
almost all sectors. Sectors such
as  tourism and female labor
export are built  specicfially
upon the exploitation of women’s
sexuality, and in the
baby exports, upon the exploi-
tation of women’s reproductive
power as well. When child-
bearing is - commoditized,

women receive next to nothing;

and when women employees
are pregnant, in many sectors
they are laid off, and in other
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that - of -
figures’

women jhsthe:
population .

- marginally.”

case  of.

sectors they
maternity benefits. © Following
years of agitation by women’s
groups, the Sri Lankan govern-
ment has extended paid mater-
nity leave from six weeks to
three months as stipulated by
the ILO. However, this change
is yet to be fully implemented.

The = assumption that women
are primarily wives  .and
mothers and only supplemen-

tary wage earners is relied upon

to justify gender discrimination

even where social = realities

starkly belie

Approximately one-third of
houscholds in the world today
are headed by women, Increa-
sing number
sole breadwinners
of households in all sectors
and regions of Sri Lanka as
well. According to government
statistics, 17.4 percent of all
households in 1981 were headed
by  women, and ip distriets
such as Galle and Matara in
the South and Taffna in the
North  female-headed  house-
holds exceed 20  percent. TIn
her survey of two = southern
villages, Rohini = Weerasinghe
found that ¢. .. having a male
head pushes family incomes
over the subsistence level, albeit
There 1s  ljttle
doubt that poveriy and female-
headed households have been
further increased by war, migra-
tion, and other social  disloca-
tions of the last decade. Ag
elsewhere, a large percentage
of the thousands of refugees in

and heads

the island are women and
children. :
Subordination of women is a

historical feature of capitalist
development. Yet the nature
and effects of integration into
capitalism wvary
different categories of women.
For some, ke ‘the  (FTZ
worker,
or even the prostitute, it
bring certain freedoms
farily and
and a modicum of

from
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receive  minimum

this assumption. -

of = women are

the Sri

widely across
. tional

the migrant housemaid,
may -
_ total female employment
‘community contro]_'_"'222 percent to

indepen- =

dence  and adventure. Fro
others, like the Mahaweli set-
tler woman or the tourist bride,
however, it may mean tighter
male control and subservience
within the household. Stili, the

overwhelming effect or integra-
tion into - capitalist economy
and culture for all of these:

.women is one of exploitation,

not liberation..
For most poor women, there
are few guarantees in the work-

place or the home. The tea
plucker knows not when she
and her family may be depor-
ted back to India or angry
mobs may attack in the heat
of ethnic violence. The young
woman in the Mahawel) settle-
ment may never get a  paying
job in spite of all the certifi-

cates she has diligently earned,

The Free 'Itade. Zone B may
suddenly close when  trans-
nationals decide to seek safer
-environments, The Middle East
bonanza may end due to eco-
nomic downturns or political

upheavals in the Persian- Gulf.
Tourism has almost disappeared,
and the government has banned
the export of babies abroad.
In such a context, wage slavery
becomes a privilege; the tragedy
is not to be waged at alll

As already noted, for all
Lankan women who
work in  new
sectors during the last decade,
many  more lost previously
held jobs due to the demise
of local handicrafts, weaving
and so on. As Hema Gunatil-
leke has shown, the women’s
income - generation projects
undertaken during the 1975-85
United Nations Women’s Decade
have at the most placed 25,000
women in sclf—employment
ventures, and the gap created
by the loss of women’s tradi-
manufacturing. job has
not  been completely filled.
The previously mentioned offi-
cial statistics show a drop in
from

20.7 percent
and 1981

gained wage

between 1971



The unemloyment rate among
Sri Lapkan women rose more
than 200 percent between 1971
and 1981. 1In the 1970s the
unemployment rate for women
was double the rate for men.
In every region and at every
region and at every level there
is greater unemployment among
women, with especially sharp
disparities in the higher eche-
lons. In 1981  the

were 13.2 percent and -31.8
percent  respectively. If these
trends continue, more and more
women will be Fforced into the
informal seetor and will have
to sell whatever they . can —

their land, their culture, their
bodies, or their babies.
The  accelerated  capitalist

development of the last decade
has begun to restructure and
reinforee patriarchal authority
in new and different ways. The
loeus and the dynamic of male
~supremacy are shifting. The Free
Trade Zone worker, the mi-
grant housemaid, the prostitute,
or the exported bride may no
longer be under® the direct
control of her father, husband,
or other male relatives. Now
she is under more impersonal
or alien male authorities — the
factory supervisor, the employ-
ment agent, the gpovernment
bureaucrat, the Western tourist,
the Arab employer, or the
Japanese farmer.

Yet Sri Lankan families and
communities are seldom sen-
sitive to the changing realities
and needs of their daughters,
wives, and sisters exploited
outside the = home, Instead
many are quick to- criticize,
ridicule, and even physically
assault woman for  deviating
from the subservient image of
the “good Sri Lankan woman.”’
The media, and religious and
state authorities, too, are harsh

in their treatment of women.
There seems to be a male
~ backlash  directed especilly
against ~ women  playing new
and  ‘“‘deviant” ° roles.  The-
Free Trade Zone worker lea,
ving the night shift or even

the mendicant Buddhist nun on
the street (many older women

~men taught to kill in a

unemploy-
ment rates for men and women

Lankan women are, at

become. nuns dus to destitu-
tion) tread with fear of verbal
and physical abuse from men.
Women become easy victims
of the anger and hatred of
mili-
taristic society. As a group
without malée protection, women
heads-of-households and their

. children are particularly targeted

other

for attack by men and
Women themselves do

women.

‘not choose to head households:

more often than not they are
thrust into that situation when
a man dies or deserts.”

The loosening of family and
community life and changes
wrought in women’s roles have
increased rather than decreased
women’s anxieties 'about em-
ployment, social acceptance,
and marriage. The average age

of marriage among Sri Lankan

women has steadily increased
over the last few decades. In
1975 it was 25.7 years, and it
may have further increased
over the last ten years. How-
ever as Dr. Anula Nikopata
points out, in a culture where
“‘marriage  is
most acceptable and primary
aim and goal of women,” most
unmartied women = live with
tremendous fear of spinsterhood,
which is seen as the ultimate
personal  failure. © The un-
usually high rates of depression
and suicide among young Sri
) least
partly, the consequences of
rapid social transformation (the
high suicide rate among young
men, oo, needs greater investi-
gation).

Yet by no means are all
Sri  Lankan women complete
victims of capitalist or patriar-

chal oppression. Even  the
Indian Tamil women on the
estates, the group that is con-
sidered the most oppressed,
have participated in militant
strikes in the past and more
frequently  during the last

decade. As Kumari Jayawardene
has argued, many women have
been involved in the anti-im-
perizlist and left movements,
and feminism is not an entirely
new. concept in either Sri Lanka
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Lankan

consciousness

considered ' the

that contraceptives

or other parts of Asia. In a
more individual vein, many
lower castefclass -~ Sinhalese
- women have learned to adapt

precolonial traditions of female
social and sexual independence
to survive within the modern
world. At least a few women,
especially those no longer dep-
endent on male [ncomes, are
daring to assert themselves.
Beneath  the veneer of sub-
servience and docility most Sri
women are tremen-
dously resourceful., They embody
a fighting spirit.

- While changes In women’s
and  individual
initiative are prerequisites for
liberation, women’s lives cannot
be improved without structural.
transformations of the society.
In 8ri Lanka, the @ path of
capitalist development has been
taken to logical extreme. All
human: relations are being
commoditized and women are
‘ssuperexploited™ in their capa-
2ity as economic producers and
reproducers  of  human  life.
Population control, which is 2
major plank of the Western
capitalist model of development
for the Third World, has not
been dealt with in this analy-
sis. It should be mentioned,
like Depo-
Provera are often used in ways
that  violate poor women’s
rights to information and to
control over their own bodies,

Some conservatives, and even
othodox Marxists would argue
that - the exploitation of Sri
Lankan women depicted here

is the inevitable cost of tran-

sition  from 2  fraditional
peasant society to a modern
industrial one. They would say
that the Third World and its
women will eventually catch
up with the developed West.

But = this  argument  ignores
several  important facts: that
the dependent capitalist socie-

ties are not traversing the his-
torical trajectory of the advan-
ced capitalist societies: that
monopoly capitalism is turning
the majority = of the world’s
people into a surplus popula-
tion; that the subordination of
women and the “‘feminization
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The job path

Jayantha Persra
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Broad Trends in

Employment Structure in
Rural 8ri Lanka
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?!E ENRICHING RURAL LIFESTYLE

Why there’s sound of laughter
in this rustic tobacco barn....

Tk & Lo il ol Tighl Cwerc e ceteimagal ks
rurg el wlan g osg warling e absces
bl o bar, Tie one of the Femdrads of =uch
karn= sproad cuc in che mid ang upcounky
roerreciate 2ane whede the aeelde lnad remada
wlbra ihiey e Al spesm

Herw, wilsieeelnl s nrireg Ddsanan urcras s g
luvraie viesh cropoered Ewe goeen leaves furn 1o
edd... I the vake o cver B 230 melbor or more
aneraake for pechaps 193000 azal folk.

Tatlsvwa oy vt melysery IRal Lringes s plegnmenl s
e mpeeryd Rinns! number of pospls Ard Phowe
peopk ame the sabacco Bam cuoers. O tobacoo
grovwers 2rd Hose wiho wsoeds foc them, an she keed
wd 00 e Deriva

Foar Ve, P Do beel anmeeccs eieaninglal waek,
Hopemiver s file gand 2 secume folume, & seod
ensegh sesson Frr lyugier.

¥ Cevlon Tobacco Co. Lid.

‘Sharing and caring
for our land and her people.
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HALF A CENTURY OF SERVIGE

Fifty years ago on 1st August 1939 Bank of Ceylon
first opened its doors for business to cater to the

needs of the indigenous Sri Lankan businessmen.

Today the Bank is having a large network of over

300 Branches spread throughout the Island and also

international correspondents in e.ery part of the

world.

It has branches in London and Maldives and is one

of the top 1000 banks of the world !

We are prcud to be a part of nation building.

BANK OF CEYLON

Bankers to the Nation.
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