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BRIEFLY. . .

B After & lengthy meecing
with 1ndin's Forcign Minister
Tnder Kwoiac Giuiral, Sri Lans
ka’s High Commissionst jn
elbi Dr Stanley Kalpage
teld the Toreipn  press  (hat
be Bad ‘heen assuced that In-
dig ‘waonld met” rilervene - in
the wir betweach - gowernment
tranps and. Tamil rebels in
i fhe islend’s  Murth-East,

SThey will wot petinvalyvs
ed, They will mer aend tro-
apss e 1531 time'', Dr Kals
page. snid. The: Foreizo. his
wisber had heén SRy under-
slanding  and * gympathetic®
and regaided the currcnt fi-
glting a5 Ypurely Ao inier
ral cmvtter [ for S Laoka®,
the High Commissivner said.

@ Two Sinhali reserve con-
stabler of the Kalmunai po-
lice escaping trom their T.TTE
gpters wers helped  toe si-
fety iy fwo Tamil women,
they suid from their  hoapi-
il beda, in Ampara.  The
two men had besn in & gioup
of  policemen Captuzed- by
the Tigers, but had magared
B0 cacape theongh the jupgles
after being shot at. " They

bad takeo differgpt routed
but bad both mel kindly
Tamil women whe helpcd

tbem, and had finelly reach.
ed Binhald  villages -from
trhere they weére despatched
tr hozpilal,

@ The LITE in Alalrus
shot dend 14 EPRT.F men ino
their” temporaiy “homies in
thut city. Among these kills
ed, on June 1%, were K Pad-
manabhs, CSecredicy  Feneral
of the EPRYF and XK. Firu-
Bakacin, [ioance minister of
the aletunct: Wovthi-kEaw Pra-
viocinl Councl of Hri Leo-
Ko awd W ¥ K Yopssnn-
guri an BEPRTF member  of
the Bl Lanks pacliament.

@ The Lkilliop in Madras or
RERLY ‘leiders  includiog w
member of “the' &rl Links
pirlinment was coodemned
m i jeint Cppasilion . state.
ment pigncd by {he SLFP,
MEF, SLMC, EPRELE,. TS
and TEEE), The apposition
grovep lins Ao weitien o Jo-
dizn Prims Misjster V. P
oimmph und  other lepgders re-
gQuEstingE: pratection. for Srq
Lunkurn parlispenturivng and
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Determination of
Ethmnicity by
biomedical svidenca

“There ate more thipa: in
beivven aml  eurth; Lioratio,
than &rc dreamed of in vour
philasophin™,  wrote  Shikcoss
peare in Mawdat  In rehur
ting mycriticism, Izeth Hi.
sdan brings to Ly defones
the names of Toseph Roths
ehuldy 1B Ruwrivanarayan
and K. Sivathamby, on whose
seliolurship, he had inlerred
it the CTaEmils “in  Tamil
et and 57 Tauka are div-
tinct  cthweic grovps (LG,
May 15). [ presume thot mine
of thowe ‘eited seholars zre
Bicimccical scientiars. Whes
ther: Sivathamby iz *ia0o rjuch
of @ schelar™ o g mediocoe
academin i@ ot the question
of interest- Ut whether he
ii truined in biomedicel sei.
enoes i8 Pelevint G this dis.
LUSEI0n. With - respept o
Sivethanhy’s  schalirship, 1
huve to antwor g the nega-
bive.

That the ooolroversy - of
Swhat exactly: constiiples oo
ethnic group”  seems fo e
main uoreschied jpainly in
the cubtwral  gothropelogical
citcleas ik dye to the Foot thu
they depend on - polvgenje
tTadts (skin eslor, fuce T
etol] For cluesification.  Hue
the euasl mode  of  inleri-
gnee of thesc polygenie tyu-
ity afe oot known'vet.  How-
evel, sioee  MWarld  War o T
Wesnedical ssjentiate wnd Eoe
neticists 04%e oamve oqr with
genetically well defiped chas
radlers snch us bloml  groups,
hemozlebin ypes.  haptogho-
bios. tranalerring and finger
prints [Llrrmamgl-:'phic-aj to
clagsify fhe differant elhnis
EECT [

There sre many irity in
vding pEne (Ceguencies is tha
seale b measore ibe divergei.
et nf humam,  They are more
chjective mexsgrea amd they
ceyld begquantified us o owell.

Centbniey on page 25
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J.LR. ON LANKA'’S

ENDLESS WARS

Maryyn de Silva

Prugiﬂcni IR davewordend ia
a- stratemisl of the clussical
sehaal, If for Clapsewitz - war
s cxtensinm . of politivs by
ather means, (ot P31 R Cthe
apposie may b e - pelilics
ia the continuakion of wir o by
different ineans.  Jur  polities
jag been his cullivg, and parkia-
ment his battlegroumd for neacly
badf a ceoiuwry and this singularly
unenmmen eXporionee hids nads
w o tlecp impressicn oo what sy
be rogarded & the patueal cest
of mind of 4 born militaciet
ok CALrmisgist,

To cobversuiicns chut Look
nearky . 15 hours ovel @ perigil
of twn months, it was mat dil-
Tiendt oo Bee the Lwn peracoal-
itics, sumctinss io S ontinuous
colliaion, Mt feegquently in oeuc-
perfect barmooy.

“Tha mind of the npposing
gemeral’, a recarfing phrast, has
ity origine o Sune Too'y. olasiic
work o “The Art of War. i i
ueed 1b when we woec discussing
the %.L.F.P. in sne of curin-
itin]l  exchenges at  higo Ward
Ploge home, sherea quick glap-
cotwl - the bookshebres: —weslern
alaseivy, polivical  bicaraphy
{Churchill, de Gaulle) and mamy
- T — Bt ot odneod's coln-
plex, pechaps cren conlradictony
personality  than the slandand
pulalic: L e ol <kiecded

cymic committed solsly 1o oThe
rithless puiswit of power, But
thie  lawyer—oum -debmler rakes

command vnce e (s drawn in-
o the thick of Erpumenly and
winping the pnint i@ the only
fmmedizte epmeern,  The guick
witied reply elipehos the -
ment, wing appresiative upph-
oer; il wets Teaves hehind ke
impressimn of ¢ sliel,  evasive
and practised adroiiness.

For instames, bkiz koawslsdae
wf Todisg Wistory, parlicalariy

2

the Beitieh, - pre jndepeondencs
movements  wmd  persoaaliligs
muy be moichsd ooly by some
poademic. apecinkisiog  in, thist
pariod.  Fut T, R, who maony
8 Lupkans may bave reason
ta belizve ik deeply aoli-Tadiam,
talka whirgt the Iodisg wation-
aliat mowement with uoespecosd
passian and of its outstanding
figpres with e warmeh  and
vnvritical adimiration of uschool-
By

Blogt «f his reiding ono thix
wea dope §a Jafpa where e
gerved s pravates csedreiary Lo
hig fother, o adgs of {usSup-
e Sart,! T thiok L mask
fave rend mearly all the books
an India; . what & beantiful
Fibpary; -

“That's the librars™ 1 point-
el nut imoediately. 5E|||1ti ng A1
ghvious opening to distuss the
Tumil guestion and s acccle
Fution to crigis propoctioms an
the J, K. décpde  Cthata e
Tibrary. your chups burnt down''-

wHat hal's caftsr 1 had fio-
johed Teadipe all the books she
smappied ool smartly. suein ingly
foseugitive i ihe  farrible
pomsegachess of thut singla act
of wimdaligr Ty TLE.5. goom:
squads despatohed to Taffma for
the TrEH: pralla

o] fusve won gvery hartls singe
I took chavge of 1he  porey —
1977 the 1981 Presideotial pialls,
the  Referendum, the LI elce-
fioug,  the patligmendicy - hy-
elections, the fargest. mumber
umiler any govecpment, thipri-
viociel eotnail, the Presidentind

electing of 198K, the  gensral
&leatinn, - - Tlemogracy kas Bien
kept aiivc, .- thal's the impor
tape thimg, - in thix part - of

the world, anly 2 counitics heve
presorved democracy India and
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BACKGROUND

Sri Lpnke. - . Umigug evén  an
the whole 'Thind Weeld .| there
st be oelections, - elections
miasl -bet hald, .o that is the anly
wiy to fight tercorism. .., 1&prnrs
le  who wiDt io suppress -
mieracy,: peraonul liberties, Tuns
divpenial rights, . - 4o many elec.
fipms hage been held. . ownil my
pacty hay: won them all ..l
have led my patty to wictory
U Fram wiefigs oo wndthei. D
battte after batele. Y

If the peraiacent cholee of Lhatl
single metaphar, polifics 9y e
fure, 1 a el revcsling lightoine
gketeh ol & dnal Cpersomirlite
piie cmiidarist  pachiamentuciiin
it alag bus 'bhl'rr;ng ellTect, wiich
tends to smudze the dividing
Lme hetween form o wod cosrents
(he ritual ceremcaics of  demo:
iraey and o ifs epirit.

UMNE ARMY

The party is JR's avmy. On
thal guestion, be s mr douhls
whistewer. Thut iz his  preatest
gchirvement, the ravive] noel re-
prEinisudicn of the WNP. April
(356 iy buve  the suprems
fyoment o thiwmph for the woti-
=P forees Ted by 5W.R.DC3
WEP but it-also marned ot o
e TR's fines| hoar, ~The TITMP
Army  was distinlepiating! the
commanders  Bwl snependzred,
priferiivg “thestroaops e da - Lhe
same. O fwh Forcover,  helea
teed demavalized, anil dizparaed,
the LN rank-sod-tile waitel
for 5 mew woice, anviber deader,

V. mit apto isocar and re-
paried for witk — at Sii Kotha,
the paoty hendipwazters.. “oNor
g ~was shere? he says. B
oscly higad fled o - evdn the poosis.
{Progident. Prempuhea recalls that
the Tiphts” were still <nand the
tans working when We  shepred
foto S Kothy for the Tirst



tigne afcer cthe efwst Cullvcal
Bevalureas’ ) With g mere bami:
{ful — M menticaed S ket
ie. VoA Bugzathadasa wnd Fina-
disy Mivihapala — JoR pod dasy |
o re=nrminising the arnde of the
‘Greens’, o lisk it _into akapes;
to crestore wonlidemes, b nads
CI iae |

Teur the Cremeral of the hist-
o TRsE evnlotion® was soon
ter efim, imoac kgl hullets inl
his own heme. A uew leader
Wl S0 Lo emerye x5 he LINES
most  Formidable challengeo
s Bandiceoaike.

the mird
Nppasime  Eendoal,  the
SEis, BT Tenaked.

o Oid oy resd
Al e

(R e

fidrs, B ohe sporked, c0mly
i fipueshend= . o Peliz, Felixwas
the “mnm, . . [orooidsble . il
midabla, o

cand how doss one dewl weith
the appoging gencral ia  poki-
k|

s

slhadate, weaken, desgtroy. - Y
wiks the soltly sSpnken Bl culd
und deliheraie fnswer,

Bly  lwsh ipferview (Juoe 33
beEan, inevitably, with the s20-
sational news from Madras —
the ¥illing of the BPRLF lcad.
er apd 12 othcen By 2 TTTR
Bit—sepuad. - FoT, - folt he wig vins
dicared, He sad:

how [ e pocusc fiemogpen-
Iv. . . oom  thot  Enpepsnidhi, the
LChief Mimister himsed has pub-
Ficly =tafed bow M. G, Hama-
chandran  aod B, & W. helped the
LTTE geparatbata  and fervorists. |
hrs, Todlve feandbi alwavs denled
i, Baot sgw [ ocan répeat Che
1.'I1.1'|.'r|5:, Lovifa, L e Ih,'llhzﬂ
these Tiper Lerrovlats,  you - hove
bolped them with miomeys vou feve
Beiped fhem with wespons,  with
meem, with frainiop in Yoor camps
on - Fonr soil™,

What follows ia taken frnm!
pubtes kzpt hy e nf scweral
pomver-avang, wanally lasting two
“Ahres Lours,” over 4 -peiiads 0F
seversl muoths, T have nat fol. |
Tomed 0 slried seguence, gusded |
miare by the topivality, of what |
was digemesed ur events moored |

WAR AND POLITICS

J.R. SPEAKS

& With Eelam War 3, the
military oparation in Jaffda is
pnce more the forus of public
attention. In early 987, ¥ou
orderd the armiy to take Jafina. 1
LB, Lagk=d the Szaiteicy Chiels
ti Al Walnal, o alted cvsonation
shie tiviligng: - Instead of faking
Falfoit, ez Avmy degizied to take

Valamarashi. - They dist that,
1 ashed them then i seennd
fime L laks Tl

Gi: Whon was thatl

JR.. To. MaFave 1987 afet
Vadaomucgehis The [rst wms jn
Felruars- 1987,

Gi: Why did you pike that date T
IR. | thoughc chere would b
Tess o public . ottery, demanding
polinn fuainsh we at that tire

Hesnslators. in, Dellhi sicee
ook gatheang &t that time,
Public opitinn . and hotl s
uselnloess as seppart e e
policy=imaker as wellas ils - cons-
craints i@ parl ef Clnsewitz’s
“Trinity of W', publie, puvern-
et and  srmy.  The veferin
pacliamentarivn  wag - doubtiies
cunstious of suel consideracional.

LR, T wapced the whale Tafios
npsration finished in 2 shart Lime,
But the Militdry Chicls argesd
stconply for Yadamarachi, Bt
after.  Vadamerachi,  Gemerul
Ranatgogpa repurted to oee; 1o
the - Seciaricy  Council and. Jater
to the Cabipet, the  problems
he faced. The casoalfy cate hud
had boewn too high. He wanied
lTovay mesre  hacialicong. Thixre
wis' A big probiein ofsapplies;
Eeeping the supply lines open:
gnd the Alr Focge wis ilizo oot
ready to exfend &z spppict; after
op=- phine asas shol down, |

g D4 you have to sccept that
advical As Suprente Lomimandar
you  eould. .

JR., Yes, ms o Comtmandor=in-
Chiel, T dould take-alll fildacy
decisions,  wWithoil - “ennsuliiog
cvcn fhe Cakinet, oo octhal was
the case wi ihe |[PRFE, [ jouk
sucly deciziomy onomy W
but here Ionesded Talt co-npera-
ticfl. .. Somie sumeesied fn put
woimesr Smenin sommond but
Toadeepded not ro take such- 8
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drastic atep. .o To lbs menplime,
T wes informed thaoe the Indizo
Ceowipp ment  woidld ool ler up
take Taifpa, oo Thc Cabinet wes
alviy plpined af chds.

&, Yed, the namesof Mr. Dixit
and Mr.  Sthidathmuadali = haye
bBzgn meastiched bafore was thet

m threat ar awarning. . 3 How
did you interpret [T
LR 1t owus o operther:  Milicac-

iy, T thoughd (leac fiedia would
intervene woo  belp the  tetror-
mis owith wrms, A well known
international masaaioe hed wlsa
reported thut Andis would-iater-
wene N RWCH  gicguInsETeCE .
I wlich cases we  coudd - nst
defedi o,

G:  ¥hich magazinet

JoR. Lulith koows,

@: n your Law Colloge talk,
you, justified -rour reguest far
Hdlan Melpand the arrival of IFKF
by fracing the bistory of this
country and peinting to thanum-
grous instances when tha Kings
invited  Spouth Indlan  interyen-
tlon, .. What was the paint
you wers trying to make or
emphasisel

J.R. Therzia ob coumnlry, whether
it wasa momicely or democracy,
ancient or medern, that s ool
goughts Forsign  help, . . Tike
Betdin, the aldest parlivmentacy
dlemerpsy 4% we underastand the
system toddiy. | . didt it appeal,
didn’t it plexd and even beg
the Americuns o help... to
cometo the defencéof Roghand.. . ?
S0 did Todisio 1962 and 1.5 A,
gcot bombsera foe be nsed againet
Chine aod fhey stayed forc 2
YEdATs,

G- Wasn't thatagainsta foreigh
fom;: - . Hitler's Genmany which
had swept through Europs. -
the Garman army had already
conquersad . 13 maEny lands o
the history you- sSpoke  of the
threat was internal, arlsing from
disputas that wers entirély do-
rreestle, .. Engiand talied  {or
help to protect itx  froadom,
soveralgnty, indepandence, fer-
FItory. .

LR Bo did 1. Thia: wus un
suably deadly fos,gesking 1o
desirey the same freedoms wod

imposs o Tascist dictatorskip.
The “elecied Governmont - must
3



?-.l:f:guu_:rﬂ s 'Fl-:'.lﬁi[il:ll'l. L5 Tk Wees
BT then s e esxenee s 0f
politica: L b #byguiceE | puwir
demoeraticnlly, fevretisin ity and
F o SO o1 S (R oL S N 1 B T
wigeat o reiwin with-the chelp
af he devil, i necssiary, cother
than to loss aad then seskth

Fegain- it

G But tfhers was no  active
danper ta your power, e
presideney, , .

LR, Wiy ppt? The FY P ol sinti-
B maotives wis agbives dn £he
Senfh,  lhew drivd fdissisnate
the democridis l=nders:  Fhote
TR L TR T T v e S T

Some wl the Fuoreign Diplomats
Tad-bedtn wppradched By Soms
Sri Lankans =ho hed wuinted
tokiow their repctions. “if thece
wig A caups Thay had -allors-
plicd that chey wowold sopporl
gl slectod  Peecidont wnd Gow-
cpunenr. - Thele ehoef aify wix
to anund  Tndia, which  ataod
asphidby ‘hohind dne!

€ Was It Bondie da Mel who
told You that. .. becsgdel ha
told e on Galle Face Gredn,
on gur usual
was the danggr agf a civillan-
miilitary = plog!

LR Do Hesgid that Theres was
no mones 0 auppert she plan
e teke’ Raffna gnd then ibe
eegt of  the: Peninduls and wll=
gt wdar. Heszid he anald heaee
Lo cremmos sihaidizs, stopoalmost
all desslnprent. weopk, eeduce
valatjus, dmpoie flrict stchangc
cumiinls,  stip 12X conoessiong
apil =sn iy o g il stoarcon
when I was tald By Dhwit, and
Tater by Hajiy Gaodhi bamssit
tbat the  LOULL aad Gl cther
EEpr LISt @riups. were prepired
te Bctepl i Mosth-Eqsl piowin-
gigl coaodil Sod Ly Joien D
end enter the  democrutic’ sy
stein, the doly problem T saw
was  the © North-East  mistger
Since i wak ismporary, foT une
voaf, ahd there’weds ta. b
celorendum’l Iaerzed the chnonrce
with lioth kaads. . . wha should't
I e Bandarauasks —— Chclvil-
payakam Pact nffered & poima-
el rngrged. . hore G was tor
une year and the peopleaf the
T st awonld degide Lo cnptinge it
of o seputate, . Amd o dliat
cLDUEEs i, i lempoTicy nERrELr,
would stop the killing, bepin to

|

walks, that thare.

fehwild the  dwgndey,  wilh ehe
collsal sum of mogey we wiold
save, and fhe gid that wee wero
promised for  posomatcuctinm. .
ooly n fool woenld: reject such
pn offero) s o, E s o, wmly
thoss who arc GeEinera temparars
anerear merger have the mooeal
right -to ariidize the tAccocd’s . -
nobody slae. [ Thest and s other
COnEEssIny wern, CEppaised Il
the eurisr Parly Ma=tmgs and
tabled” (o Poclismest. i D
combar INRG

B Yes batk brought i Indian

Croops, 00, 12,000 and finally
ewar G0 ME .

FR. That iz becanse ooe ity
the: FITE hoks  theit ward.
That 1= when Endizgoull Cmeb
do -what i1 espocialy pledged
fob et dimirm the LTI
The whole time-lzhlc maz sct
o ame Chee The o Delign Crand
mimisgter ler (ke TTTE - had
fppeed Lo purlizipete ino Imple
nenting - the Asreement and 1o
poErender arrs, onsd Frabhakissn
TWimseil bod smid ther e poulkd
Like ia be in Fafon personally
15 nrganise  the surremlsr ol
weapans,  Theaoschedile wes ginl
1o me, stieting Aungust 3, wrrival
ol 1T F, Augnst 3, Indipo, army
b, Tan our in &1 parts of the
Iatinn peoavsela; formal surrender

cererneny. |, e metting  with
the press amd tull T7%, covcrage
for “Sri Lunku, 'Indiu and the

winpld: - By -Aupuse §, if tha
LTEE Failsdl tolar dosswn arms;

“Ths Endinn aroey wikl o mtve
fo idisarm’ ' LTTE by - Tagoe™
naid Rajirl OBy Fobde, ool gnd
Lan PoEds R Andraelty L

shomwed e tn the  Aabinet, .-
|:||,1'|:.n1-;5:,- |:lE:-_'i-=l..'“!-.'|.|.

£, Monetheless, e broke dawh in
October 1987 — 3 months later,
after dome LTTE  men had
taken cyamide?

LR Yes bl Loom sure  dhat
wWes o enly Cun sxevEs.o  these
arc terrorists, . .

& Bur Dixit fold e that he
had  pleaded with you $o have
the interrogation  of  the fap-
tured ' Tlgars' in Jaffna and that
he would gl am  ladian  ale
farte plane +o take all vour
investigeinrs to where they wora
being  huld. .. Why didn’t  you
pocapt that offar. . .1
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L R- T had to Listeno

1o ma
secnrily otfieials. o . .

QL But, slr. you are theCam-
mander-in-Chief and President,
you . don't  have  te listen te
affiginfs. 0 Or Minksters!
anyery,  Itaink they mould
kawe found somc ather excnap
po brocaboihe Ageeonocit: o Thes

hawe daie =i again  with this
Gl oo |,
@, Bys it iz alsa war, and

surely “tha purpose of war is to
Achigye your {nl:l;nmn.tal pr.rl-i-
tical-nationil ohjoctivas. . .

J. R Frecisely, thut 1= why |
gignad  the Accocd aod iovifel
the TRET. Tercorists are Epsdind
hiced of men, it i differeint
SRECTE they dn omet Tallow
e camles Sl wars, cansd Som
cug'l Febbow them: fon.

£, In - short, Smurgayo’ fanis
malzs)  ellpinato dhem. . o your
Kataragama sprech. . . 7

AR, lrecisely Al g e
TP | T U B T 16
speries

@. fsn't i precisely because of
tha IPKF that the ‘murgays’
bacamea so- popalar T After sl
recent  paper arkleiss show that
thetipatrbatle anti IPKF#ar had
clita sympathlszrs and auppoer-
tors owen in opper—clars familiesd

JuRe - TThew! wire never popiikar,
Thaic fatiuemee aivs the gons Mo
cite moaaed thelr pasdinp Dwuy,
¥our potriotic peoples waro .
tlat 35 bt thiey ealled jooo did
not prodocs ong pdciat nho threw
a stantc at the IPEFE... booa-
pud ey Rers cowdedn, o - hit
thett e Sheeme s sl3E £hi thira-
s ol ol women. miothers, even
gTi|;|;[|:|;|:|1||1.E||:-|'x ol sighaly sald-
iere, o, ikl drniacepl workers, -
public servants who rrere dining
teir: vy S fhibEe  aios ol
putciois

@, But they paralysed Colomnbo
ahd nearly captured the capital!
LR Mt after the sincegoncy
wizs deelarcd and the army g

full potrers Toowips ol thee
parrotaatd O wrlpothor  Siphalege
wrTamil. , . these are {errorsls, | .

a pecntads breed, L - there s anly
wne wady oo deal Sl liem,
amd - that was prowed |

(e he contioped)
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NEWS BACKGROUND

—

Talked into a blind alley, then war

sice. hroker Shaul Llameed,
_ Minsder  of Thstice,  told
pailiazoedt thic bis taiks wirh
the Tipers had 1&ached a bl
abler, wod the VVIE had viali:
Cenl Ml cepachive, He mas Tz-
el wnd sad ar whot e b p-
penedl, the mivister ssil,  Mr,
ilamred wias spraking  during
the debutc: o the exteusion of
Lhe stale ol emergeidy,

The Morth-Fast problen eould
have been ccailved T the 1alks

contymnsd, the minisier  swig.
The President hid DLoen ilerer
aaned to Fosolve . this problem

ahce aind for alls he hod sparel
o eoris. il an armed aitack
Imd* been faunchcd  spuinse fhe
STl

“Home people say  fhat the
LTTE ‘mede usy uf the cozaulire
o re-gioip ded revamp. Some
oiliers majotain that i bhelped

the government: o send Ay
the 1PKF and  Being the IVP
under Gopfral. TE o also hcd perl

ta bring other Tamil mroups fo
the demvieratic muinstream. 1
pived 1he day  for EROE o
enter purlinement, It nlso bdmeght
petee i tha Nurth-Eest, thoggh
i a limited vy, and tie inres-
tocs and . the toucists ostacred
cominghack ta Bqi Lanku. 9o
there wore the  sros und cous®,
Ihe mienisier said,

Mr. Ranjun Wijoraine, Scarc
Mliniswor for Defonce, - suid that
the LTIE wiculd bave to Jaw
dowin arms  amid agres to Uie
government's © terms b liey
withed oo nlk apdiy, The LT
1L bad wisjodzed  the govern-
ment, 2od would have to pay
ewsrl® in the fulure, the minis-
Eer saisd,

“Tlawe blocked thie Falk Biriaits
and thers i€ no cacape [or the

LTTE. They wall have o die
ere, ! the mipister 533l

He said that ke dalopue
with' the TTE had epabled th=
govermment toosond  hioek  {Ee
TPEF and deal with. the J3F,
The LTTE. were. Blowdy. mur-
devers” Toomad got Ky, Humased
whiv had Fajled byl fhe LTTF.
Juste becianse Sthe LTTE. Teuphi
(e TI'ELE Lhew thonpht that they
eonild  outhedat - the 8o Tapks
gccIrity foress, Ohes B Tanka
g ldier owis  equal o Ten, TR
personnel dn hattle. That aas
whoee Prabhularan and hpswerd-
mies bad maspidged the govern-
ment-

Acling Opposition  Teadeér
Aoura Bonduranuikcs smid  that
thut " 8ri Luoke wag facing i

civil wir which  nvight opedpy
Lend oo b permapeni divison of
the countrs, like Cyprus; 5l

Tanka wai: np the bink of ‘a
datastraphs,
wr. Bandafamaike said thar

the SLEP had iLime god zgain
avned  the government  aboot
the LTTE but fhe mawecnimcnt
had sapl that the STFP  was
jEalouy wml o owented b0 swin ia
AT

Just hesiase the  gnvernment
wave Aliem Weliciepters: to travel
al'u:n_-l: Acceomenlated lhem in
fivo-star Hotels, wore them- froc
air ticksts  f1om  Cdlombo to
Eomiing, it eould mor. ¢xpocr the
LTTE to be pruteful” The LT
iy Rorking towairds fAizcd ohjec-
tive, they are working  fowarids
2 Arparate srate; e wers s
cigty and Bloodiy muirderars, they

wanld  murder Ansbanly ]
aciiowe’ their - objectide,  They
hal winl spared. aoy whe o op-

ol thetr  objective; Mr, Bsn-
datni e ike sgid,
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M Rulith  Athulathmudali,
Minister of Fduetion (and Cur-
mer minister ol outions]l seen-
eilyy  suid thai he had wdied
the L1ITE wwer the vearse (ke
LTTIE 'did nor spzak fur the
Tamili. biit for. izl Hrablia.
kuran sbod for wiolenes and
did st wpdersiand athers; [lye
TS ETE did” nal cecapnise Aoy

Othes  clected  represenlatives
#od claimed to de the =ole
reproientiyjves ol the  Tumil

peopls, ClEownneoa Cascist farce

D Newville Fecnando (SLIF —
Kalutarx Diatviety, Whit did
vou disvus: winli the LTTES We
are entitled to ooy Thao poo-
ple- huve 4 Tight o knowr

Mio Thameads If the (ke suwe
eecded vy would Jeaes koo
everylliing. Thers were ne horae
deils wnd it wias ot our inten-
liun to da anyihing behind the
Facks of the peplel There Gl
bieve  been some’  aTfanpement
For party Toaders ta Be kept
apprised ol whal wug  haing dic-
eussed, Thar  anyvwuy  shauald
buve been iheuzht: ol earlier.
iz  mopths woo T iried fa
hring ihe SLEF and 1he UNPE
topeiher aod ®oi¥  Beacly  sue.
copd e

MroSlanley Tilckeratis SLLIF:
Mt o cbriog the SEFF wad
the UMNP  iogether ‘buf oo
bring & eodienius  betwreen the
[wa  parties oo oertach kv

jalea,

ki Hamesd §oadwavs ziobd
fiir - better upd=rstonding bt
Aoen - paIticd and ColmmaiEica.



FROM THE FROWNWT

Why did the Tigers break the peace?

Ron Moreau fn 5ri Lopks (MEWSWERR]

riEisy Pandit, 35 s among

the Lteyl victims ol &0l
Lanlats othaje war. A Lol
fhe sohs #3 she sits in her mods
cat, tip-roofed howse 0o Abe
villgze -of Periywpartive  a0d
Biffe chrongh  the dsies of hier
helotigings, A charred -scwing
machive % all thut sk’ U
Ligd: Her waed is sireww with
pmply shell casings nmd snoma-
fritisnn hoxes el Tiw Sqi Dankau
soldiers, Meacly owery sipuctiars
in the vitlage — the postaifice,
the sihaols shops: dod hanses -
Tiag bean gatted by T, Timil
willugaps Thod belued e toooos
srelved fast week, soonane  of
thicm  wciually s what fppen-
ed. ‘But ihey ure convinoed the
army set Lhe fires as & reprisal
againdt  villagers sugpocted ot
suppocting Temil sepanibisl gusc-
rillas . -the su-galled Liheratioa
Tigers of Tamil Belum (LTTE)

Adteloa briet bal kapeind (e
wanth respite, Sri Lankd iz bavk
st Cwear it itaells AR recroily
ae lust March, an end appoared
iogioar foihe Talamd's  echuic
and cavilstrife, which b wiain-
el e Thees o) mare thim 10,000
peopls zinpe T3R1. The mam
ennllist pite 870 Jankw’s - Bod-
ilhixt Sinhalese majority, which
Eompmiscks Ta, perccit’ of ibc
inlapdts 16 milivm peaple g
igst he predemioavily Hizdo
Tamtis, swhe are. fishting  fora

sepaciste fomcland aod make up
ghoiit I¥ potcontoof dhe. popo-
latien,  Muslimz aopatal for

phant -7 percont of the popila-
tiown.y Sl lEakan securily Tor-
ceg Guel crushed tlie main Sin-
haless  ferroadst graup,  JVE
{Peaptes Liberation Frool) which
had eapousedd Letal  supremsidly
of the “Sinholsge  majority vl
Tawnl and Muslim = Doaeridss,
AL the miging of & Fanka's
Presidenr Rangminghe Tremaduts,
ihe  bart eantinerat of e G000
man Indian Poarce lKeeping Farte
Bud  sume homs. The govern-
menl 1o Colombo and the TETE
hod  declared &2 oegselice, aud
were ia o ihe pincczs s of negeti-

4

atiog w pnlitiaal solution,  Thea,
twe weeks 227 the Tigers Mol
in the  gllemgise —and  hopes
foy pewce evapnfaiod.

The troublebegurnwhicn Polioe
io Budlicalon urcesizd 2 Hoazlin
and peensed  Bipt el glCeping
with the wifo of ar  Sioihalcsc,
Tae Mushink huppeoed o he &
tailor wlin had  menle wiifioems
[nr  Tiger officers. Snme 300
heavilv-grmed LTYIE @ mustrlias
corrnt . eurronnded’  Baftichloa's
min. pokice stEtion upd deman.
deck (hat ke lapter belset fres,
When police w=fused; thie Tigers
atiuckad; g=tiips Fire to the
aolioe statiog and  TRKIAE Doist
of thie poliesmen prisoncra. With-
fn hotirs, Tiger guerritbas el
attpekel and coptived Swneae 30
palice skatione io tlie  Fdatern
istricta b - Trincomules, Batti-
citlia umd  Ampoern They nade
Gl il tansof pulicdwcapans

wodd o highd et thum S0 policss
men hastiwe.  Timer wugroiilas
with marters and . rogkels  alsd

Naidl sicge tooieveral 81 Lapkan
inilitary caimps a0 the Narih amd
Fazt:  Thi S Tapkai vy
connteractarkedy sending: heli-
sopter puwshins and ealumns ot
{racas to relieve the heleasnred
mirkitacy earyizoos in the Ceiust
gk - vo retake dbe eaprured
pritioe. prsta, By last  oweock,
mufc thun 5% people  -oigdli-
ipssgs welloap comhbatanis —
b dicd ip the latecd roind of
fighting.

For the poecilas. the Batti-
celon incident a2ppereobly TR
just o protest for o broad off-
cisive,  fension had been mioene:
g hetwecn the govornmept and
e Tigers Tor guonthi, yehils
e Tigers 2uailt henkers, dug
treiches, nnd plonted mines, the
prmy and pobice reinforeed they
gurrifena.  The  Eac that {rash
fighting broke out wis Tr 39 £t
prising - tham ihs scule i timing
elighe guerpilia otisosc. "Ih."
Tigers elearly had o fwimedda-
cated  plan fo taks over the
Morth and Edst by foree,” soid
a foreign diplomat in Colombo.
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o They  wers eainy For  Tal
Ealgm, Theirisdependent homme:
|agecl .t

The Tomil goerrillag dbl  moesd
of - the kitHnz 1w the aes tonnd:
¢f wurflure = [0 Epme  cascs wikh
slvmdiinge ]II‘IJI?I.”[]'.. .-'Lcmrdlng LETY
o peperid, (he guerrdiilas - oxe-
cuked | moeces than 100 of the police-
men - Uiy heel captured,  Advoril-
ing fn oane puflcenten nhe escap-
ed by plusing  dewd, ke - Tigers
insfoliod focic prissiecs. oond
their . hawl¥ wod forccd lkem 16
le Tace dowoon e wrenml, T
thoy Taled fhem with -antosisthe
wedprid flee aml  Digished  cwéh
vicliol off wifh a siople shot L
ok of the Tiead, At the Tiper
—comtritield ®illage of Pullumplud,
w Hnkliw, 285 vear old puerrliin les-
sler munned ™ewton tobd Nepzvesk
fhat the LTTIC nad indesd kilbcik
minpe them 1T pelice  pelsosaes,
Bit® they bad nor Ieeal exesumted,
e sald.” Ther hed beew  gonned
dorn, e clelaeed, as they iTihad
({1380 T T

Thers ware il b cley age-

sk wnaTmeds eivilites. o Tast
wock; aceordim - fo the %ri Law
Yan defense ministry.  Famdl

saprratist guorrillus s hecked. 1o
denidb R Nlaclim men. women
atol ol drea T MNiatmr; oovel-
[age 26 meiles sonth -of DBaidi-
paloa,  Corpeesvwire fovnd floal-
inie - Cipaida water  walls, The
mriisley saed e guerrillas bl
iooysed the witlagers of beiopg
g{ﬂrcrnmi:r_t inlarmants.

Ths Tiger offcrgive wia -
mijor setback G Preaideot Pre-
nugdian, e hail hoped to use
g L3=memh ceascfirg a8 ths
oo tor cirpitful,  nesoriations
with the LTTE. Thec ad beca
grennds far optimisor. Foctian
Touristy  hod bemum  Moching
back i the kslamd's heaach- and
nolakain poanits, uosd Lhere wits
vven Adalk. of reaswsd  Toreig
irveskment Fremedesa lad ap-
recd o prineciple 1o key Tiget
demands, including tepeal ol
a. cngetiiutionul goeidment that
ol s - the- preaching v sepusa-



Drsma,  “olveend the gonfley snd
aet the country hack to nornigl,’
sild & wealern diplosnal jn Ou-
Tombn, the sovernment soemel
williag 1o mive the T.FUE Jus
Bbuut anyhing short of Taani]
Eclam™ — fhe indepemlent stale
demanded By “[amil SEDATALIslY,
Premedasn hal alze ordoied Sri
Lanka’s polics apq military 10
MATNIIT & - strpelly defupsive
pastlre: aml to refigin (com any
M es AT coull pedviaks (e
guerrillis.  UPremndag dezcrvas
crelin wadd the diplymint, o1
shuverd restraint amil wus defer
miazd wet” o bel bluwmed: for
oY Fevurrenes of hoatibities

Jut the Tigers srow mmpaticnl
Fothe . pyceE] chargze. "Thiy
clinded . Premadafats: nnsie
Hngneal, or inahility, 1o peratule
the 30 Laakan  pailiatment to
snickly repcal thie cmeddient
gntinsl preeching separieism, wnd
te disbund the provineial cogn-
eil Tor ‘tha nocth “od easl thap

FROM THE FRONT

| Nighfs of panic —
| Fear is a constant

Steve Coll {Washinpion Fact Ssrvice)

had Boon eleoted  when the Tre |

dign pracelecpie. cdntrodled the
L o0 M 1 DR Enes  did wnt
firly eher:-_E|1 whi Tae Tigers
lsnoched their affensiee. “Thay
sRC wnCeba bl ind rrntion.
#h'"a Colvmbo-lnsed diploemat
suggested. ~Lugically thow shoyid
Bat bBe Tightine, bt they re.
Aull they Grz Sxtremcly o st
iFe i

Maow, wither gide f9 talking
praed,  “CThis is the stigeple for
o bomeland wnd  we will win
the :trogele”T said Mewiun, the
Tiper officer. -'There will be
i mare negotiations, Wa sipply
den’e trust the Sei Laskin R
ETbenl ™  The povcrnment EERA
ol vol comsider oy ecdne-
fire o talkys antil Gt hos ([ erere
fned ull the pelice posts amd
tenidusy lost doring the  Tajest
-I.'i,'.',f.'!I l.':l'l'l-'nsj‘.-': ﬂl‘i T_,a|:|L;|T|_
delense oipister Hanjan Tije-
ritne pledges 2 fiofs 1o the
Uinish. “"Now we ite Eolnis to
unmiliilate then,' be say., 0Thare
5 Ao g g bk ™ Cbhe Tigers
afd the Sei Loaakaw acmy  §re
cach stronger and Leiter arimed
than befive.  With  Both sides
digging -in, ao eod fo Sri Tapne
ka's hllll.h:_‘f:.l [ T TITE S I T
wheee! jd s5ipht

SITAMBALAMDLY &
ur s cragime mguin pn Si
Lannka, s it has forseeen

reuks, and the confice Ajgiin is
imrznse forchis illaes of shour
200 Frmiligs, Temate vel 0 cross-
roads of the conflisting partizs.

AN oomvovs T0mbls pust rhe
himpilaland thediandinl af shit.
lered rhups at the veoter of tnwn
pobhein way b the wur-font, five
miiles foightl. Kftemercia) to the
riat. Binhalese refopses” foawm . in
the opposite direciion in rickety
tenchs, with Gibiss and whwics tied
o Lop

AT night thors i the gouml uf
swiallirms fire Aol fhe secasine
nalhuader of 3 mostar atacg

The sopacalist puzrrlay fpoeea
agths Liberution Tigervs of Tamil
Ezlian lave Bepon an offeisiye
ngninst Srj Lagkan iroene in ihe
oorth grel engt of e island, e
the  wberromcar had roaponded
with i offersive of s o,
Cemse-Fire negiliaticn have Tyiled
agd “hundeeds Buve died, Bk
wihes Bppeir preparad Tor o draam
UL T,

T Biysmbalaisduwn, cnlleotive
parancein bay herome a RS aof
file. oo 2 recent night, mass
panis erupted,

“They are shooting  Theraes
killitg™ Farmera cried ng - ey
fled diown dark paths eowand the
town o evnter, Tikelhe eftcemath
spreisd g renroe that Tun | Wisers
Tt Bglered thetown wind beiin
to missiicle s ethpoic Sinhiclese
Tewnisirnta;

Hudreds  poutced from their
heme and pJ]::ug:é intn the juri-
plz, elimblng tices or Biding in
clephant grass. Patieni st the 1o
Itepatnd, Ted B the (oon Sactir,
I'i'l:lrlt‘-d ihiravenios dirips  [riom
arm4, @hienhed ™ Froom their bedy
andd i

aAnd then. - nothing, The might
passed dn sidener, A Falas A liirnt
it tnrngd ot Bofore dawn, polizo
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wod  Foldiess moved  Sown e
muin street, gilling inta the jung-
b e oiinnt come-onr! There nre
no Tigers]™

The villugers wha  starisd the
panic had miagaken @ lnmestic
aquahle Forthe soundy ol o mazs-
aore, fhe polies said,

The mistabke wis wnderstaml-
pller pucrrillas fieht  juar to che-
euet of-town, Binbalese resnbyiio-
oarics  plol their  fiwnrpenciss
with e the fosn Timits, and desth
aguidibs roame the e o greon
Igeps,.  Iooking . Tor suopected
snbrearsives of Gkl kimids,

An escimated 200 poopls, oI
Piugbly oue-lilth of Bivanhifin-
e popyltion] Tave heep kil-
ed im Lhree years) acocording to
el nffisinds. Py mare have
disgppeared; reaidientys sy,

The lutest winleges, nfierewa
manths . of vilative culm. plave
hEe ihe sequ=l goon movio whowe
ritle mabody cin remombor. This
LRCCENE war, Betwasn the governe
menl anil the Tigers. of Timil
Eclain. ds. disoinet from the o

Exur  moaths age, bebrvesglths
Tigers and  the Tymil  oatianal
AT,

Helore that wasihs cne hctwesn
the Tigerz 2n0d 1hs Eelam Poiple's
Rewitlytianary - Liberation [roat,
Apdd before 1hat, the overlmping
ioe i botwien” the “Tigers  and the
lodicw peaeke s ping Mrce, which
staricd im 1HET and ended when
the Tadizg: weiir home jn aurcl.

Ul fmpeiet of so mimy wars oo
I plage like Sivambulindoee sdy-
welbe megsured sl by the miim:
bers of poaple killed. Tr iy (EES: o]
nanded by the bratal (o of the
Eillingzs.

When lhe et Figlitiop Beosn
1w wesks oo, For inslange, Tigcr
averritlay kidouppad an sstimaccd
0 Brnlin bese polictmen stationed
atotnd the nardy uilwgt,

Troome jueident, Peo sareivarcs
have reported that the onerrillas

T



blindfolded the pelicemen, b crded
them oot Pises, drows them:inta
the junple, rald them o ho [ace
down oo the ground, then sprayed
clicar mith stuloinadi wol prms itre.

Mps thun 100 pelicive nimal
huvedied i thereporied incident,
which has not ¥et been confirmad
by the dispovery of bolies, They
ars sid to have been burned mod
pragle wres o contralled by the
Tipeis:

hanwy 52 Lonkan molitary oflt-
cers and police offisiald assume
thiml the Tigers of  Tamil Eelam
heve killed the hundreds of sthar
gaptursd polics, althoupgh the re-
heds heve detiied Killing any poli-
SETHET

In  Sivembalandows, the slney
al rhe repuried maggders — wilh
grossomedy wivid details abount
hinw the suppusedcccution: wers
catabed out — (= repeaed wmabng
e dowpipecpis ik snme t0Ily-
Foute TOEATRE

Beverill ol the policgmen SLppn-
sedly exeputcd were penadenics of
Bivambalanduwz. But fhe atory
for st he tepeated often rartly
heeause -1k Belps some resiclents
glarify the rage: and feer fhet
dominate their lives.

ek W A0D is sene, ' Rald the
mother nf a poaticeman presumed
Eilled in the jorgle mossacro. =T
Wave no reason o be wfraid any-
mvate, There i% o0 plaee T e aAnds
mnTe,  Thers is no security. Mow
T will jusl stay here uotil they
Eill enc!

As e town oeolipues: 1o Trie-
fure, mabnTing the lisinegracion
= 801 lanki’la onee
geitle, and litorute sogiely, nan
rezideots ol Rivambolamduwa Find
el fo susEsin o sense of
hamrer, Some 50 families have
givcn up eniiely, packiogtheis
helakgiars ard beaving town,

G134l far most residonts; who
ek the oney apd cannocticns
1o smiprate as many ol theisland’s
sducated. elite have duns, Sif-
ambrlanduwa looks fo be about
as sate s anywheres slse.

A tice furmer gaid, cAcieally,
wi afe 21l ton geaved to stuy hese,
Yhe problem is, we have nowhers
el tu gn."'

B

. Fearful symmetry

lomontifal, !

Manik de Silva

Fi-::rcw: lighting 0 Sri Lanke’s
minarity  Tamil-dominated
poriieast which Teft wi  least
GO pacple, jucluding 300 piljas
and wildiers, dend inAeven diys
has enmosbed the goantry ioa
cepicwsd oivil war,  Decliringa
full-fledged wiar oo fthe Liber-
stion Tipers of Tawmil Eclim
(LT [Ej. Ministes of Slate For
Defence [tanjun Wijerping pre-
imived 1o S flatten’ the. Tigers.
This belliguse tone waa sohocd
By President Ranusinghe Prama-
Jasa, wio despite buving dought
to debuse the crigis  wnl ihi
Lkt mancnt, -warmed - that aa
intransipent LTPR - woull e
e seime fare ws the Binhaless
subterpives fis foroes smaghed
Tust WEUE,

Tor Premadsda, the ETTE ut-
incks  an prlce statiims  sines
11 June which triggered the con-
frontation, were a bitter  blow.
He had taken great pelilical
risks b weeirs the writhdrewal
of thc TIndian  Peases Kreping
Foree - which bud Tounght ho
Tipers under the 1287 Endao—ir]
Lanky pesce seenrd — alter En-
dian - military  pressore [orced
the T.TTL fo (e nepotiating
tpple i Cnlnmbo early Tast yedt.
Then, despite stridept warnings
thut L was dealing with oosell
sepying aod untruatwarThy group,
he peastiutest Tor mote than a
pear with the: TTTE o reanlvis
e couitry’s long festerioe eth-
fie saollizt

Paoen s Lhegs tates owers Wns
dee way o aerigs i Tiger pros
vncaticns — nebwiling wing ap
peared to be @oclets LTTE tims
Bryildonp — was glogsed - over oy
Calomho until carly this inonth
when 1he Tigers sttavkod police
wrations 0 the sastero Rattics-
Yoa  and Aneparig districts. With-
in rhree dayg 20 policeyinliong
furel Treen pvcrrun and hundreds
of policemesn cuptured, A Tes
porls thut nesrly 200 of 1hcae
men Tad been  massicred et
cd Onlemba and) sErvics Lnm-
manders pressured theie politi-
cal masters for orders ticctush
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in Gofombg

the Tigors, Peoatitasa made
last—diich =flnrt to secuie poice.

Fugtive Mindwlor Bhahul Hamc-
sl was Nown twice te hafau
For  tnlks with the' LOTE biceks
prehy, A ceupeipc 1o b ofizet-
et et eR 13T nGE G A
first pegotiaccd, but thalb frugc
Larefy held, Humoed went Buck
1o Kalffan  on 18 Jupe ami @
speupd censcfipe; clepive the
sanie day wai woonounged — bul
{here was gy let upoin arneesd
;iashes.

The first sduyiniighs Woie cle-
arhy with the LTTE. oo fhae
pah - Catoambn  Bad planued 0
pijl (he sEmourily  vacuumm, fooe
by Tonk, f5 andian iroaps prallescl
out. the LYTE was- able to per-
cuude the: goveinment 1o wii-
meise Al Bri Lankad i litary
pregence. The LTTE wa3d fior-
mitted Lo alcal wath ild Tamil
rivils, prinsipeily the  Todind.
hacked nod srmed Eelam People's
Revalutionary Likeratiom Frooi
(EPRLF} which won the north-
pagtern prodincial eiections lasl
YERL.

The ETTE had by paallod those
ptegiinns and rycd 10 wieck than.
Saon filer the Tadian  pullaut
puriy this® yeur, Jthe LTFR —
with Colomhe g lacit pppooval —
quivkls smashed ils Trmil rivals
Wast ol the EPRLF cadres Fled
to the peighbouriog Tadiai slate
of Tamil Wadu, ©On 19 Joue 8t
teast L3 lcaders of BEPRLEF werc
killed in Madras, the Tamil T
cupital, by Tizer suppablers.

The teusans why ihe LTTE

shoce  to lagogh the fooent w1-
tacks oM pelies staticiioars nol
ertclear,  Some analysts belicve

the LUTE had hoped Ihateap.
tyring the polics statluus s
kilijwg peligemsn wolld Lnusme
thyt polive officers oot Tyl &p
the Tigers wonld Telusws fr SeIvE
i1 the northeast, the Tigara would
then bare becn phle to deman-
strote theic popular suppoth ol
ar fresh electioms For fng regicn
contemplated. by Calwsnkio,
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THE PRIO REPORT

Neville Jayaweera

Qur interviewees attributed the dramatic turn
around of the Sri Lankan situation to a whole range
of factors, ranging from the empirical to the non-

empirical. We set them out below though

not

necessarily in order of the importance attached to

‘them by the interviewees.

India

ver the preceding twelve
01nontos, within India, perce-

ptions of the Sri Lankan situation
had metamorphosed. As the TPK-
F’s offensive against the LTTE
stalled, and as the casualties and
the costs began to mount, public
euphoria turned to disenchant-
_ment and blntant hostility. The
India national press had kept up
a steady drum beat of crificism
against Rajiv Gandi’s ill-concei-
ved military adventure. (1) The
trends were rapidly broughttoa
head, on the one hand by Rajiv
Gandhi’s defeat at the polls, and
on the other by Karunanidhi’s
ascendancy in Tamil Nadu. Ven-
kat Pratap Singh who took over
from Gandhi had no sympathy
whatsoever for the latter’s Sri
Lankan adventure and within 48
houts of being sworn in as Prime
Minister announced his decision
to bring the 1PKF back at the
earliest opportunity. Karunanidhi
Tamil Nadu’s new Chief Minister
had likewise never concealed his
hostility to the presence of the
IPKF in Sri Lanka. He accused
the Indian Army of killing off
more than 5000 Tamils Jafina,
and refused even to meet the last
contingent of the retuning IPKF
as it ceremonially disembarked
in Madras, (2) Furthermore, Kar_-
unanidhi had set himself up as
the patron of the LTTEand inter-
vened actively to bring about an
understanding between rival and
warring Tamil factions in Jaifna,
asan impetus to the withdrawal
of the IPKF. ok ‘.

So, the internal dynamics of
Indian politics had already set
the scene for the withdrawal of
its troops from Sri Lanka.

EPRLF

Among the vast ﬁajority of the

. Tamils, at least of Jaffna, the

EPRLF administration had alwa-
ys been seen as a puppet, a quisl-
ing regime kept in place by the
IPKF. The manner and circumst-
ances of its election to power had
from the very beginning destroyed
its credibility. Although Chief
Minister Perumal himself and
many of his Cabinet members
were held in high esteem as
“pood” persons, the EPRLE admi-
nistration never put down roots.

With Premadasa’s assumption of

the Presidency, as Colombo turn-
ed incredasingly hostile towards

‘the IPKF, Perumal’s regime but-

tressed as it was by the IPKF,
naturally suffered from the fall
out, When Delhi signaled its
intentions to withdraw the IPKF,
it became clear that EPRLF’s
demise would not be far behind.
The latter’s ill conceived action
to conscript a 3000 strong army,
the Tamil National Army, (whose
average age was around 16 years)
armed and supplied by the IPKF,
only served to further undermine
their position. With support from
India evaporating rapidly, and
the popular support within the
North East Provinee itself shrin-
king, the EPRLF’s exit was inev-
itable.

So, the scene was set for some

other force to fill the power
vacuum in  the North East
Province. |

LTTE’s Return

Premadasa’s decision to open

negotiations with the LTTE and -

his tacit recognition of their claim
to be the Tamil people’s most
authentic representatives, coinci-
ded with the metamorphosis of
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Excerpt  from = the report
presented to the recent OSLO
conference on Sri Lanka. The
author, who was Coordinaior
of the the profect on behalf
of the Peace Research Insii-
tute, OSLO, spent three manths
in Sri lanka to prepare this
report, He was former Chair-
man, Sri Lanka Broadcasting

perceptions in India and the pro-
gressive decline of EPRLF credi-
bility in Jaffna. Actually, they
were inter dependent factors mut-
ually reinforcing each other. The
guestion is asked everywhere,
would the LTTE, for all its resil-
ience, its fighting prowess and
dedication, have ever re-emerged
to bethe dominant political force
among the Tamils, were it not for
the patronage extended to them
by Premadasa. The backing that
Colombo gave to the LTTE more
than merely breathed a new life
into them. It was also the signal
to the other Tamil militant groups
that they could not survive any
longer as rivals against the LTTE.
So, policies and perceptions in
Delhi, Madras and Colombo har-

“monised to eliminate from the

scene all warring factions, bar
the most powerful and the most
dreaded among them, the LTTE.

‘The three capital cities establish-

ed {Delhi, unwillingly, but Mad-
ras and Colombo, deliberately)
the undisputed hegemony of the
LTTE over the North East Provi-
nce of 8ri Lanka. The time is
not far away when we shall be
able to see to what extent that
hegemony, established for the pre-
sent through external patrenage
and the force of arms, will be
endorsed democratically by the
voters of the North East Province.

Intervention _
It was President Premadasa’s

" upequivocal and implacable host-

ility towards the presence of for-
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eiyn troops oo Sri Lankan soil
that catalysed the foroes egumet-
ated ahove, MNeither Prawnp Sin-
gh's election g0 office in Delhi.
nor 1he asesndensy nf Kampa -
dhi in adras, nor the dooline of
FPR L1 crcdibilidy i Jartou, ooy
the LTTL % rerilizoey andl onorm-
gud capueity to Tight back, —cold
by themssbves, ndividually cor
cunliiatizaly hive heen sulficiznt
to praducs the earnativ Surg &80o-
gt in the aflies of the Morth
Tt v Prommdfasa’s ioterveution
garriml Toor thrusly, First, e pre-
enrplority-ardersd Froihi do wich
d-ave its troops. Delhi dul oot
eompby e ardared, hut =il the
wjmnale coarectly umd pegotinfed
iy TEoe epving  exit

Biw mind Lhew were s pitfpeet Tegi-
me and bed oot real mandste o
pegatinie i scttlement o bk lf
i e Timits. Third, lesccopni-
gud thata sertlement ol the Tanil
problem eonld“never be lorpsd
while swclidine the LTTE. Foar-
th vl this perhaps wygthe nves-
ridimp conzideraliio. s pringpal
earpel was the Sinhala Bowdh, In
crder o catpbiish e positivd in
the mouth;, he had to c¥icl tha
Tndiyns “froim the Worth, and in
pvicting the Indjaps che L'FTE
wis 8 necessary unlly.

[Jevze the catalysing of dispa
care and Cewen - contriliztacy fo
pey te proafoce pr Jeast Ter L=
time helng and for the fist ime
in 17 ‘yowrs, an god o Nghtiog
in  the Tamil  territofize: of
mfopch Eust Se Tanki
Tamil wearingss

A impartanl Factar 10 the obi-
temeut of violepse, a5 Teoonated
to wy By almost all the Tamily
whop o inteseiewed, was 1he
grept wensingssihat hod pecerlalien
thy proplc of the Sorth Last; slour-
imiess with 1T seass of conflet dnd
wvislanve! wanrinesk with Buving o
Tive soillcgiir umidst tension and
wnder the sonstand Moarof syddan
fenth: lows of propcrties  aad
bivai nesze; the dispersal or fami-
lies owar Lhe face of the globeg e
brpnldown of kinthip netwnrks
arid value wvatens o thexapplon-
iipg of o traditinul sl conser-
wulive cultucs by 2 gun-tnting ned
mijitaristic ome; all of these fac-
tarsworkad cumsdarively nnd con-
tribyled towirds - dhe translormi-
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RQuoond,
imcliEatad Ly the LPHTF thit in

tion which e sre witnecsing

puchas,
South

Simwitanenysly, bosimikar trenr-
Tnsss ectns to have gverlaken the
2 nhalia Fouth, Withoul eicoption
gvory one nf the interviswass from
theSpith. tpoke of the overwhelm-
iy soase nf WEHTINCES wodd prrpa-
tjapes with the violew s amit ennf-
licl. “The Sinhaly people sdemed
weisy of senflict both i Lhe
Motk and in the ot Somehow
the realigulinn: seemed 1o ave
dawned wt Lt attong e mass
of the Sinhula people, Bt Dbl
apsordipe to the majurity of the
©inhala hileovivwecs, thif the two
coffliots. Were ip. Tast ome, Thut
e esntliet oepierug on the WP

cits g origin uliimately. rocthe

varesobeed cooflicl in the Maorth,
amtl that v aless the contiict with
the Tawil people v comehow
brought to g congldsii afd podce
and amity esiored quiskly Binbe
afn Splefcals tw the South will
ponfinue o deferiorate, Thersune
Al eourse atill seveesl puekets of
gaphaby  Werzpimpistics (rinkiopr,
bt their zeosndamoy seswnad B
s, At ledst for tho tioe beiog,
definitely blunted! The reizeat of
Sinhala hegemanism wras therelo-
rogn prpporfawl faotor in e trans-
Mrrmalinn we g1a talking 2boul.

Dnﬁlaugh't' on JYFP

Porbaps the simgls mes vigible
{aeror in hastenivg the Transfor
mATion nds L ouasideritien, WS
the Terocitme opslaught Ut the
military, palice  ard voRilants
cutpbint Lmanched  agding| the
VP,  Bciween - Augast  and
Ticoemher 1HA9.

Auluzliy the poveer of the INT
asy yoeind nusverient oras frighly
crapperatod. AL wtags imh iL8
lyisthry  cather in JH7 150k 10 the
R0, wats ibAl SR mivement i
{he szoae that it had bes ahie 1
percnude the ks of the frauple
celuitarily v mppart it. Weahnll
discusd Laler nin i dhis cepulc the
IVF phoratgsnan 1o same dopth.
At b atipe it asonhd e STy
tov point uwy that Hs lack obs
fiaas baka ioihe coumiry rendorad
tire %I Righly ~alpenshle 1o the
divect nssault Tamachsd against it
by che seznrics forcos.
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W itlijn four montha of laumch-
ing 7t nlfenaive, the milikary hadl
wapsd uut the entire oo fithura
and the centenl  snmokitess of the
TWP. By the cad nf Deeembe) a0
Uva T%P had pensed tocxist, hath
ag o poditical slpuetire foido=Es a
movemenl. This is not to say thut
{he grounds for the gopular dis-
content whish the JVP expinitzd
Eadl hzen cemoved vr cren mitigs
ptel, but lrcking # medss By i1
the conncry, Gnos the Lyp leatler
ghip was reminved, the =roeme=
entt s . whole sinrphy: dieFnEET-
gteid,

The awdsdime sower nf the I%E
ag domapstratod daring the peciod
ol e Lo paanern e ToEE Jerined
Basically oot selries,

{ame, the o7 0UY BLITEE; WS
itk i od e ri. Ebreaishca aele-
rtive and zyslematic spplicativn
of tesrni it Rl denvonsiraccd its
albilily o gliul dery at owall the
tronaport serviees, the bospisl
adge fome the publis sorvioss both
i Calppaha and doswnto the smial-
[esboillnee Terel affies the eapart
ani irport and whilesale aad
ferall frades the prodoction ol
test gri the plawcations, 2nd all
gehnals throuzhent ths iland. Jull
this putrer derived pritesslyErom
the “harrcl of o qun™.

The ouher scaree T TVE phedce
daling this poviod was Presicloit
Presmadass s willimgness fir wait
foar’ Ll VB i tea poanil Lo Tiks avars
(urce to theor, apd he latiar's
apnss misiolerpretviion of Iliis
oFleras eridunca of Premagde s
weiknssn nd incffootivancss, oo
the {jrme that Promadyss assimel
tlie Bresidznoy in Tantary (583, b
pade nvertures tno the JWF und
LTTE, wped as u demanziralion of
his sipoerily, eranl &l HDougnnlaty
té 61 rabels. declared dhel thore
weie no Ctwanted T incn amerngil
thom, and, contoery o che mlzice
ol Tis militaryand pelice, Tolact
ety b their dismaw and chugnn
preeded o 15T the Lmsigonet,
By March "84, lhooweol forther
He offered ta make constitutionul
proviginm to ppable the rehel gro-
Hpy to be nomipated tu Parlio-
meol.

The T.TTE, wligr & rensnaabis
wuiting period, during which they
teeted Promadess's sincerity, rsi-



moaded and entefod indo fogoda-
gicen s with i The 1odal reliabili-
tatinn and undispated ascendincy
ol the TTFL fo the Tumail irens;
bias bBeen the sufcoms ol those
arpntiiony.

tHiwwever, 1o the Bouth, the IVP
misreind Premadiss wod exappera-
bed theic own streopih. Mot ondy
didd ihey think thet Premadash
did not mean what “he said, but
actually belicved thatr he was a
cpaplrdiges”, that he was inefle-
chive and that he could nat mans-
o e cmerging crisis, Adkn by
aligweld Ehat cthes courntrysids
wiag post c<liheraled® and ke
eapitaloly, Colembs epcireled
Ltwas moow only wmallee of 1ime
belore the -armed faress would
#lxn breuk vuf o aatioy, oand
tota]l power wiuld then b theivs,

Thiozs did vot: work out liks
fhat, “While Premuaduss waited,
ol the IWE uppeared to mo froom
sirenpih tor sti'engtd wnd the ogve.
Tameht Froim wac latian o aldic-
atipm, the sdeurily TovGes werw
b"J.H].' gaﬂ'ne:ing 1w |:§-_;t-.1|L:|‘.. 1iri-
g the waiting perial,  whits the
IVE grew owver-wconfident uod 1he-
relfure mare ol mors e pased Tu
itz Higence raiberioe by the zec-
writy-firees; the luiier were Busy
brackine dewn Akeir identities,
whersaboeots, netearks and coimns
munieation links,

Finally, when Pramadisa an-
det pressare Pream his seeucivy hi-
efs depeded in Pupe 1984 o' re-mn-
par the Fmergency wrl asked the
forecs o gnoover 10 ithe offensive,
the PYE leaderchip apd structure
datipdepruivd Tupidiy.

The teamatic disintepoucion ol
the J¥P - npd s disgppcarancs
{rm the poditical gocnie snddeony
remaved the gingle  higeect pregae
vre oo the Siilamka polity and
soabled (s réitoeration  in ghorl
urdur:

Private sectar

The growllial the private sect e
durivg the preceding ‘decade cna-
blal e’ Lisoke in a paradaoxical
surt ol way tomwewite the trafiras

inflicted By the IV during e

"8 - "Bt phaac of 13 ascomdaney,
and -feturn raped by oo poemmadeys
Inn E'E-EI.rE.d.l.'l‘.{:iL‘,aJ sirf nf vy he-
cduge, on the voe hamdy ds miny

pnulysts of 811 Lanken profilems
claim, itwas the apread of capitas
Lizm, wepresonted By the busgeon-
IR prnrate scoror, Ut bl qu=ll-
ed’ the risc of the IVP, O the
iiber band 0 wies 'prve,-::_.]_si:]':' the
disficesal of the prodieel fon Jdistri-
butinn “and maleting  oseworks;
feamsport and banking sod the
veholesale aod retail irade, char
impacied ko the economy & degros
ab rezili=nce thet enobled if o
ibsarh the JVE ataaalt, amd yet
eurvive. - The pheence ‘of Cnoos
Lithiz and mepd-2vatcms ol ot
ontie wolivity — such ais - a siugls
agoperative wholzaals aoad vecigl
sysiem Tof tThe marketing nl’ coam-
modities, o 3 single Chanking
febwork, oraainglc romd Arnnyse
parl sastom, maile Pl:l_l]:.]u: lesy
dependent, and shciety Jess wiln-
erable Iooglie kind of dmmobilia-
fian thal the I¥E woe ulls to
inflict. When the VP clogsd
sheran ﬂtc Trapspurt’ Boscd, in
spite  Oof' expusnre (oo wviclénco,
bundredls vl privately  ran hodes
ceill plisd. Wiien povren ment rotash
outlets clesed down,  the small
votailer still cngaged 30 commere
thmugh g Back deans Al imme-
digtcly the scrror Ief vp, e priv-
ate sestor whme lom ivisot mative
wan-the Fesu r|;|1;|1.'i-:‘:-z|_ il I MInETe e
ol Coubie pringrily o order for
it G osnrvive, . gquickly . bownced
huck into buziness, enabling thern
by the people’s daily sustcnanee,
tor Flow - again, even though &t
futiated pfiricca;

Sacthe reeura o normalay winy
ook dragped oot awd wis surpri-
singiy rapid.

Premadasa phenomenon

Fai miy wreew, andan the view of
& large :I'1'|JIrI|:IE'r of Intervierrces
even: ol the oppasitionn] @kl
dissidentl™ category, perhaps i
simele moyl eroin] filotor: in S
Lapka's abilidy tocsureive the tra-
eyl B woed ropain celicsiim
soTnpiliy, was dbe D TPrdmadnoy
phendniendn’

In oo way, and tod depras, not
seEn i any & Dankio lesder
this ceatmy, Premiotiss bas heen
the catalial parexpell=snde, 2 Wors
itable nidlSing ped of the major
sopio-oliltesnl Al perlitical form.
attamg ol the sroniy. On cho faca
Tt B seems A somewhat enira-
vagan]l ¢lgim, Huot  Lecae Toak
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it aericusly, bhocavse 10§y coalrdl
tosoone’ analysg, Caod e our
|'Md1ng-l}|’ Beil Fankw's P:I'-!:'E'[J':f.:i!ﬁ
auEr thie maxg dagade,

First - sindl mowt smoporianthy,
Premadisa Jias  besp the mosl
anbheniie s S g b=l R st ™

Heml of  StbeHead s Govern-
meot this cownieys g arl, We
cnn makes this point most effec-
tively by -quoting Hirsha,

Nyvargtny | the fisld Direclor
- Barrodayin, o himesld o pussi-
cauts  Sinholo-Buddhist, whe
duriing the  post 200 wenrs o hes
worked ! Litergl]ly in wlmost grecy
villnge in S Leoka wod wha,
iF hiz oghpge fo condodt; @ popu-
arle wmd ot e Cahles to win
dmy vre ul Al leasfrwouty pars
linmenlary electorates, Sagd

Muvsradne o inooan inleryiea
with s, okl dotialiys ke d%
oot enticely wno Gt with (Pre-
madasey — ' Pramudasa i5 | the
first Head OF ) Stute wee huve
bad whose  Sinhale-Budiai=m
oo A medn pelitical oons
verenee,. He “thinke' Sinb#la
Huddhozaer, he cdreama s Binbiala-
Thusdclbiasaris Sned e talks Binlsas
la=Mandclhesm.  He Epows o what
the  Siplisla-Hoddbo o want. Alds
Wheaneh Be ddods mael apres wnth
Siphaki—Huditbists  whe  dhink
thut this country  belopgs  only
to them, aud even  ihoug
hovis proparsd too3ay <o pub-
Liely “and defénd the rights of
raierities, . the  Siohalp-Buad-
dhvigee will “hot conaider him o
traitor. He {8 onz of wi’ He
will et hetedy et

Begnnd, the forcening  noe-
wj_l',]**;‘l:‘ru-:l;ing., oo nargmal leader
hog won Ahe confideges ol the
minsritiss, beth ethoic apd relis
cioud, especiiily ot the Tamils
of  the Morth-East s wel|
wa bt thes o pluptetioos,
such ao-exteut and se sguivkly;
as Promadasa. Fouo the firstiime
sioe Indesondence there 1z ul-
el Ao aanschians o amone  all
munaiaties. that  fhey can truat
thiz medn Moot semonns wha g
o0 chiaandy Sinbala Huodddlist,

Lhar 4= indewd a0 rewmarkahla
AGH A s mend Premadaxa sz
111-=:rh.:|‘_r:,.' lmeyt  achiesed  the

armpeessihle Teal ol Grangiaginta
sorre wanilibrivm forces bithorto
thueght (o b ffrecomcilabis
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Third, he = an uamitigaced
UTpee s acketeer. T LI ACOGTICE
is asieally the  preseth. geomo-
mics ol eapitaliam, bub vielding
vn Alie dooaninant populism of
ehes - past 3 vears whivh i hos-
gile for ifie deolvogy  of  Ygupi-
tulizm,'t he s cereful not io
anll “himsefl & “capitalist.” pres
feering iostemid to deseribe his
cooloraics ws “tesarnniic deman-

raey’. By owhattver namel his
calls ity quite elearly his Seo-
mimics ia ) o uoceptahle 1o hig

kuestnizes, to the wholeaaler and
sppallrotailer, tu dhe contracior,
t e petit wosd palionsl ot
peuisie, And ohove @fl, ta the
forelgn anNCaLan,

Focth, hein st the sams {ime
th= mrehelypal spopulist™, cons-
tamily harking hack €0 the '‘pen-
ple'’y dhe waikers aad the pris-
prts, o the =igentd Tools™™ wilh
whom bhe denptifiss cusily: ond
whose ofercats he  elwimy “to
plege nl the eemtre of his poli-
tieal ipeadis

Bo he hias. il
ratac. timee, cesnnciled the slp-
iaous fep Peraeel” Cwith odbe
demand for o M egeily’s

ane o pnd  the

There iz hprever o gosio-
ceonomie formueiien Which does
ot Felly acecept him, and which

ceapaciky Ao

i Coenputecised moters * Can be summaned 10 y¥our e povrSTAL
* o Moccatl up charas within STy Lmuts * yehiele aceess From sgfgcted stands

would rather do wWithout bim,
if “they- soulkl—=wiz, the  gran-
does of his o party. the old
landed  class, aml the  dcudul
elements of hoth the  UNF and
the SLEP. Hwwiver, rhep need
Risti tnors thao fe anceds thent,
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VIOLENCE 3 - _ _
 JVYP: Terrorist insurgency, not
‘popular insurrection

Eduardo Marino

rom events let us turn to
principles. Let us

s - confront @ the logic of
militant groups whose chosen
method - of political struggle
is violence. The issues which
arise here are different, in
certain  important respects,
from those
- state violence. Governments
which are elected ~ within
the parliamentary democratic
framework claim to adhere to
political principles that ex-
clude arbitrary violence. When
~they resort to illegal terror,
one may argue with them on
the basis of their professed
principles. But militant groups
make no secret of the fact
that violence is their means,
and that they hold this to be
the necessary way of chang-
ing society. ;

“Militant groups in fact pre-
- sent themselves in the aura
of ‘a historical tradition of
revolution as an act of liber-
ation. France and the world
are commemorating the bicen-
tenary of a great revolution,
and the Russian and Chinese
Revolutions, and yet others
after them. all make the same
appeal to our faith in the
right of people to overthrow
unjust and oppressive rulers.
Whether everything that hap-

pened in those revolutions
was desirable can be gues-
tioned. But, with whatever

qualifications, the liberating
character of the great revolu-
tions has to be recognised —
not least, in their capacity
to. reassert and Tegenerate
themselves after a period  of
reaction. How then can we
take the position that viclence
in all forms and in all cir-
cumstances is to be condem-
ned? Or
- other hand, concede the claim
- of militant groups that when-

which. relate to.

must we, on the

ever violence is committed in
the name of liberation, it has
fo be accepted as justified?

‘., . on this specific question

of violence, there is a great
deal that is valid and useful
in the thinking of the clas-
sical Marxists, and that can
guide us in making a judge-
ment about violence of mili-
tant groups today.

“The classical Marxists made
a clear distinction between

popular revolutions in which

the broad masses intervene

~to overthrow the existing state,

and all forms of coups, put-
sches and conspiracies in which
an organised minority acts to
take control of the state into
its. own hands, They also
distinguished between the me-
thods used in one and the
other form of overthrowing
the state. Mass agitation, de-

monstrations and other actions

involying popular participa-
tion, the mass uprising, are
revolutionary forms; terrorist
acts, such as explosions of
bombs in public places, sabot-
age and dssassination of in-
dividuals, are the work of
groups seeking to substitute
themselves for the people as
the agents of change. This
dosen’t mean that in popular
revolutions people acted with
pute spontaneity; they were
always organised and led. But
people in the mass don’t rise
unnless it is clear to them that
they have no other means of
changing their condition. This

is the moral justification of

the violence of a popular re-
volution when it occurs: that
the masses, by their action,
have shown that they have no
ether way out. But when a
minority, determined and ruth-
less as it may be, secks by
its own ferror and violence fo

change society, with the people
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~ Jead to the end?

as onlookers, then we must
ask not only, Does the end
justify the means? but also
the question, Do the means
If the end
is liberation — which, if any-
thing, must signify a freer,
more just and humane soci-
ety — can this be achieved by
planting bombs regardless of
whom they may kill, by mas-
sacring defenceless and inno-
cent civilians. . . or by elimi-
nating those who are in a
different political camp, and
even wiping out their famili-
es? The practice of this in-
discriminate and unrestrainsd
violence coatsens and bruta-
lises those who participate in
it, those who order it and
those who carry it out, and
if they come to power, it
will leave its stamp on the
society they create. What
kind of society can that be
except a regimented one, run
by a political leadership freed
of popular control in which
all dissent will be ruthlessly
stamped out? ° :

... everything we have gone
through in the last decade
confirms the wisdom of those
who ruled out assassination
as a legitimate method of
‘pursuing liberation of any
kind. You may. start by kil-
ling unpopular politicians or
oppressive agents of the state,
and claim that their killing
is just retribution for their
etimes, and perhaps few people
will shed tears for the victims,
But once you have started on
this slippery slope, there is
no possibility of stopping any=
where. You will go on eli-
minating police informants and
feel justified again. But you
won’t stop there because you
have already convinced your-
self that the sacred end of
liberation justifies the killing
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.our experience has taught us
to make distinctions amaong
people. Perhaps you will ae-
cept that someone like me,
“with almost 30 years of ex-
perience as a policeman, has
learnt something about people
... If we have to be harsh
with some people, it is beca-
use it is our duty to protect
the people at large...”

Researcher: “The people I have
met in the villages are all
frightened by you, especially
on account of your overnight
operations when you go and
take people out from their
homes and those taken never
come back or are pot found
anywhere. .. How can . the
people feel protected?”

Superintendent: ‘‘Look, let’s be
plain about people being fri-
ghtened. Everyone is fright-
ened here including the police!
Do you think that I can send
any one of my men out inio
the roads on his own? I must
send them always in a group
and motorised. And when
their morale is very low I
‘used to go ahead myself, to
move my men by example,
across the villages, by foot,
with no more than one or
two men protecting my back
~a few meters behind. I know
I can be ambushed anywhere
at any moment. 1 have a
family to take care of like
everyone else. .. It is our duty

~ to patrol the villages, The
army is ready to assist us.
Responsibility remains ours

. .. Now, excuse me, you have
had the time you asked for.
Go and write whatever you
want, with one condition: write
_only the iruth’.

Indeed, in a ‘nutshell’ some
of the worst expressions of the
prablem, in the words of a sea-
soned front-line professional,
are clearer and more direct than
the rhetoric of politicians in
the capital city and diplomat-
ists abroad. In fact, the police
themselves acknowledge the mas-
sive arbitrary arrests, namely
those
~would like to have’;
of torture

the use
and occurrence  of

-policy is to gain the

“bigger catches than we

deaths in custody, namely when
cswe have to break them’.

However, there is no unani-
mity in the security forces about
the effectivencss of such person-
nel sereening and faet-finding
techniques, Within hours of
listening to the Southern police
commanding officer, the field
researcher learnt the views of
a high military authority:

«Jf you can only catch a
terrorist after killing 20 other
people, the whole operation
is counter—productive, In 99.9%
of operations this 18 what
happens. ... my approach is
hearts—and—minds, . >’

Colonel Ranjan de Silva, former
Southern Commander and Co-
ordinating Officer for Galle dis-
trict, as reported by "“The In-

dependent”’, London, 13 January

1988

Both the ruthless and the
hearts-and-minds approaches to
the insurgency challenge find
advocates inside as well as out-
side the security forces. Who
is right? Those whose prescrip-

tion and practice is to break
the suspects in order to spot
the militants or those whose

support
of the innocent to isolate the
culpable?

There is a specialised coun-
ter-subversive upit (CSU) in vir-
tually every police station in
the South. There are a number
of police stations where the
CSU has actually become one
with the station as a whole.
By definition, the CSU’s man-
date is single—targeted: ‘eradica-
tion of subversives’. In theory,
the police are supposed to con-
tinue dealing, as well, with non—
political crime and with petty
erimes in general. In practice,
the campaign  of violence by
the JVP/DJIV has been absor-
bing almost all the police re-
sources.
but also pre-emptive and revenge
killings by government and UNP
supporters are, in practice, de-
emed to be part of the anti-
subversive effort and, as such,
are not only tolerated but abet-
ted by the CSUs. The police/
CSU operatives in the South
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anti-terrorist

Not only self-defence

have, thus, found an emergency
law_enforcement rationale — to

eliminate insurgent terrorists —

and an unlawful, oftep criminal,
political fusetion — to eliminate
potential insurgents and ferror-
ists, together with their associ-
ates who often include relatives.

The police are supposed to
be nothing more or less than
law epforcers, Therefore, the
questions are twofold: whether
the law is good or bad and
whether it is enforced well or
wrongly. Today, the police fail-
ing in Sri Lanka results from
a combination of well-enforced
bad law with violations of good
law. To escape this predicament,
a combination of law and law-

enforcement reform~ is called
for.
For the last 10 years,' the

legislation and
other emergency laws have been
subject not only to eriticism but
also to condemnation by quali-
fied experts and authorities both
in the country and internation-
ally: :
« ., the Prevention of Terror-
ism Act 1979 infringes many
of Sri Lanka’s obligations un-
der the Intermational Coven-
ant on Civil and Political
Rights, . . besides being coun-
‘ter—productive by evoking grea-
ter support for terrorists, it
has also proved manifestly
useless as a measure for cat-
ching them; some of jts pro-
visions would be an ugly blot
on the statute book of any
civilised country. . . Emergency
Regulation 15A s a danger-
ous and obnoxious measure,
and should be revoked as soon
as possible; if the Secretaty
- of Defence conducts any more
inquiries into deaths at the
hands of members of the se-
curity forces under it, he
should publish his findings
and the material on which he
makes them. Detainees should
be given access to relatives
and lawyers. . . No further leg-
islation which would place the
security forces beyond the re-
ach of the ordinary law should
be introduced. ..”
From ‘A Mounting Tragedy of
_ Errors’ report of a mission {0
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ely a week ago he was even
more anxious about if, en-
couraging the police to take
the law into their own hands
to deal with members who
might be faced by the courts™.

M Hamyln, reporting from Tan-
galle as quoted in *The SUNDAY
TIMES’, Colombo 2 November
1987

Sometimes, the political lead-
ership find they must distance
themselves from police brutality:

«Jt was the UNP that for the
first time brought regulation
that a High Court inquiry should
be held into the death of a
person who dies while in
police or any custody. This
was in July 1984, ..”

Minister of Security Lalith Ath-
wlathmudali in Parliament, early
1989

By and Jarge, instead of un-

derstanding that mistakes and
excesses by the police make the
accomplishment of their mission
much more difficult and, in-
deed, impossible, the tendency
on the part of the government
and parliamentary leadership is
to excuse and even justify them
as an ‘inevitable’ and ‘expected’
part of it.

«[t has to be recognised the
police and the armed forces
having been the first target
of the insurgents, that we can-
not but expect a vielent re-
action from them. It is also
inevitable that at times of
civil strife the innocent are
likely fo suffer along with
the guilty. Arrests are likely
to be made on Suspicion
which may fturn out to be
unfounded or based on mali-
ciously false information given
by someone bearing a per-
sonal pgrudge. [t is also in-
evitable that at times like the
‘present exaggerated versions of
various incidents will gain
currency”’. Statement from a
senior member of the govern-
ment early in 1989, whom the
researcher does not want to
single out as it is guite sim-
ilar to many other reported
statements from other public
figures.

This amounts to a declaration
that the police will ‘inevitably’
and ‘expectedly’ fall short of
their goals. It destroys any con-
fidence that may still exist among
the people. It gives no com-
fort to all those policemen who
may be earnestly irying to ful-
fil their duties. From the out-
get, it demoralises and probably
corrupts the new police recruits.

_The year 1988 closed with the
announcenent by the Inspector
General of Police about the ‘im-
mediate recruitment’ of 38,000
men more as police constables’
to the country’s pelice force
¢as a matter of urgent policy’.

«The new recruits will but-
tress the country’s police force
which, at present, has a stre-

ngth of 26,000 and are ex-

pected to be deployed in the
380 police stations through-
out the Island, The new in-
take will be on the basis of
100 policemen per police sta-

‘tion and will be on a per-

~manent basis. They are liable
to be transferred to any station
in the Island, depending on

the requirements, The latest
recruitment drive will bring
the total number of police-

men in the country to 64,000,
In addition, = 8,000 reserve
policemen will bring up the
total to 75,000, .. The 8,000
hemeguard forces in the coun-
Ary are also expected to help
the police. . . The recruits are
expected to undergo extemsive
training”.

From *SUN’,
cember 1988

Colombao, 31 De-

The guestions raised by this

statement are: who are training
whom and what are they being
trained for?

Ideally, the police are being
trained to protect the people
without attacking the people.
To defend life aiming not fo
take life. To combat killing
with the capability to do it
without killing, To fight terror-
ism without recourse to ferror.

«They create JVPers through
brutal, indiscriminate repres-
sion”, an experienced eye-wit-
ness, a front-line lawyer, told
the field researcher on the way
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- sive = operation.”

to the courts in Matara. It had
a familiar ring. It had been
heard before, in the North where
the Tamil Tigers expansion and
methods were partly attributed
to the methods used by the Sin-
halese police against Yyoung
Tamil militants at an earlier
stage. Those fighting terror with
terror, including torture, will be
breeding terror. It may only be
a matter of arms becoming
available for isolated terrorism
to be propagated and become
mass terror. It may now herald
an insurgency. The police then
cannot cope. The army is cal-
led -in. : :

Fearfu! Symmetry
((Iomirwed from page 8)

Colombo, however, had insis-
ted that the Tigers lay down
arms before an election was held.
Wijeratne told parliament: “Now
we are going to annihilate them.
OQur military machine is commit
ted to that..there is no turning
back. This is mot a war against
the Tamils, but a war against
a bunch of criminals.”

On 18 June parliament ynani-
mously passed supplemeniary
provisions totalling Rs. 2.7 bill-
ion (US$67.5 million) for addi-
tional defence expenditure, in-
cluding the purchase of aircraft
and maval vessels.

Colombo has committed air-

“craft and artillery to the fight-

ing, and the LTTE has claimed
over a 100,000 refugees have been
created by the “massive offen-
India, which
previously backed the Tamil
militants, has adopted a neut-
ral stance, FHowever, diplomats
say this position could change
with a large influx of Tamil
refugees into Indian territory.
The fighting, as Premadasa has
admitted, will be hard on eivi-
lians and the LTTE is now
concentrating its propaganda on
this aspect. One Tiger state-
ment, issued since the SrilLan-
kan forces took the offensive,
said it is now clear that the
Sinhala government is determin-
ed to seek a military solution
to the ethnic conflict.’”

(Courtesy: Far Eastern Economic Review)
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PART 2

Soviet Society and the
changes in Eastern Europe

Regpia Siriwardena
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NEW THINKING FORUM

-~ Whither Russia?

(APN’s Parliamentary Correspondent Viadimir Ostrovsky

interviews Yuri Manayenkov,

Secretary of the CPSU

Central Committee and Member of Russia's Bureau of

the CPSU Centra; committee).

Question: Talking with me a
month agoe, you strongly came
out in favour of the founding
of a Communist Party of Russia

(CPR) and argued that it should

be a part of the Communist
Party  of the Soviet Union
(CPSU). What changes, If any
have occurred over the past
month! How do you view the
problem of CPR today?

Answer: The Communist Party
conferences held across Russia
in recent time strongly favoured
the founding of a CPR. This
fact added substance to .the
arguments of those Russian
Communiste who want CPR to
become part of the CPSU. The
forthcoming conference of the
Communists of Russia will,
naturally, become a special event.
First, it has not precedent in
the history of our Party. Second
it will probably become a consti-
tuent congress where the forma-
tion of a CPR will be announced,
This is why the conference will
be a historic event in the life
of the Communists of Russia.

- @: What are your views on
the proposed new division of
the CPSU? In what way will
it differ from the CPSU and
what common features will they
have? Will the Russlan Federa-
tion stand to gain from the
~founding of a CPR?

A: Tt is not my personal views
to me

that matter. It seems
that the collective opinion of
the Communists of Russia is
much more important. And they
did voice their opinion during
recent Party conference and dis-
cussions at Party clubs, as well
as through the Press, Radio and
Television. Summing up the
important things, I would say
that they sirongly hope for a
decisive step forward in the
political reform. There is no
doubt that this will promote
the cause of perestroika.

What will CPR be like? It is
going to an alliance of Com-

munists who share the same
views based on the ideas of
Marx, Engels and Lenin. It is

going to be a Party of socialist
choice expressing the interests
of workers, peasants and intel-
lectuals. It will have to develop.
in a creative and constructive
manner, the Marxist teaching
in new conditions of the world
that is changing before our own
eyes. It will arm itself with
everything valuable to be found
in social thought and historical
experience of the 20th Century.
And, of course, if means crea-
ting equal conditions, within
the CPSU, for the Communists
of Russja alongside the Com-
munists Parties of other Union
Republics.

Quite understandably, the diffi-
culties and contradictions of the
current political moment will
leave a certain imprint on the
forthcoming Congress and its
work. You must have noticed
that -our peresiroika processes
slackened to a certain extent,
Unfortunately, we see that some
of them are slowing down or
making no progress.. Sound deci-
sions have been taken, however,

organisational work among the

people should clearly be intensi-
fied. To implement our political
directives, Russia’s Communists
should organize themselves. The
task in the run-up to the Con-
ference/Congress, if 1 may say
0, is to devise ways of becoming
a truly vanguard ideological and
political force of Russia, and
to found a Communist Party
of the Russian Federation to
this end. This is the main
objective of the forthcoming
conference, as I see it

@: This means that the All-
Russia -Communist Party Con-
farence will become a congress
which will found a CPR. Which
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documents could,in your opinion,
the congress pass? What does
the draft of its agenda look
like? :

A: Possibly, it will pass a de-
claration on the founding of a
CPR in order to work out a
fundamental programmatic docu-
ment of the Communists of
Russia, It should evidently
chart our road into the future

and define how this should be

done.

Certain  documents of the
future congress are being drafted
right now. In addition to the
members of Russia’s Bureau of
the CPSU Central Committee
and the preparatory commitiee.
members, delegates to the con-

ference and the 28th CPSU
Congress are engaged in this
work. I must tell you that we

are open — open to all trends
that showed themselves in re-

cent times. For instance, we
invited representatives of the
constituent congress  of the

Communists of Russia held in
Leningrad not so long ago to
work side by side with us. This
is very important because, in
addition to everything else, a
CPR should lead the struggle
for the socialist ideals, for the
idea of Communism. We are
to determine our position in no
uncertain terms. It is my firmly

held view that socialism exists

as a political, economic and
legal form of society’s existence,
I+ has such inherent features
as humanism and democracy.
Any other brand of socialism,
in my opinion, simply should
not be built, :
As for resolutions to be dis-
cussed, I would mention the
following in a strictly prelimi-

nary way: On the founding of

a CPR, on the draft platform
(policy document) of the CPSU
for the 28th Party Congress, on
the draft CPSU rules, on problems
of the nationalities policy. An
address to the peoples of Russia
will evidently also be required.

@: What about the Party press
for Russia, as well as Russia’s
own Radio and Television? as
I see it, Russia does not have
afl this.

(Continued on page 27)
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PART .2

Dynamics of Sociocultural Change in Sri Lanka

Sunil Goonasekara

cienee  erocrgid  throuply the

growth o imdiedinl capialia
&M, particolaely sinve the Balighl-
enment of e Buropean exlinres,
The Eolightenment and Kantinn
philosophy removed the relizious
world iew from  philvsophical
discotienes, Instead, sciapss bect.
me the saoly key e the Teality
adicatifie . aftinde: bedime the
ghiding principle of philosaphy.
The pinwer of - seieocs, of - 1he
chperipentd] prealive ine iy inin
the riaure or thiors, was so miuch
govihat it led ohieatrang and rad-
bl dengst Nestion ol e wuy
peeple wawe themselvos 9o the
wrld,  Rolmone ideas e valas
¥, Tthe cidire ritvalappasise snd
Che vovw Chzamulgoy hocams irrelos
went b the  prattical comoernsin
the world, " The lonel v individusl,
PN LInE For - wurvivinl, - Trcsared
tewrnahiy Smbattlel philosophical
Eafiaips

Tais cnfored Bri Lanliin colturs
thromgl the srhonl Svstem  and
recbiated (comy the urban centors
to the ruznk peripheries. JAt Tiral
it tiacked dhe tnlerenzas culivrag
wheas wnd then o attacked even
Christisnity, [he Boddbis 1esponse
MEE D RaY Lhet Budidhismy was,
nnlike Tl adtsE ity sail ujher (heis
ric beliel systens, a soientific
religion, Pyl this did oot recales
tha cascntind erisis smrendored by
ke combats with suientifio ideol-
oy, The gasonulin] crizis was not
a mialler of the institotinoised
relioing Bot & metter of the sense
ol the solf ol morelity, o ethics
cwen of acslhelics in:geaeral, The
ewworld fiew wng Eniirely ania.
rafymenstihyen Lend iiensiesthetin
< liather, gt cohceitaied on the
miechaniog. of cwisienre. Thiz is
bowm the origia ol {hegelfhoo!, I
dississed garlior, wirs intellech-
allveregeed,

In & lanky, this socicouliural
change s oo ‘ot all uwromplered
procees, CIncfaso) A e Wokresn Tes-
circhers, expeviz ul evar . descrip-

2

tranwdid areive dn 800 Lanka ug
wATitns ail visory missinns, deplors
e slow gate ol choege amilthe
ot intelicetund  inoviia which
perritthe suvsivabof thie nogsseis
entific attnnd=s towmaids {ife in
gencial. Theoriste, hinm Rdirdal
to Marsinte, whe ditetss 8 Lot
ke coodiiimie dsvclnpment,  coiie
teid tlaal Juek ol julividaaliie,
ek of (ime comciirsnom. -
s, Dovericiamy apd udbcr i Lo
whip they ‘call snpepstifions are
umong the key dmpedirenfs to
oty R el RS o O = L R o L B B
this-piacess vamplete cvep io the
Wesro My dwperienced thers over
a docade poinred 1o e Hnpering
pewer ol1he tradiiong] caitorg.
Bat thiy 49 fase eending to the
pininl of producinge mece gl
Pavides, doad ariiliots with noly
i deporucive Tugetion and =cona-
mic valuc teoeisl ntieictions, Ta
thiz socicry Galsy doring che past
fow decades, the rate o chanpe
apccleratalapddenls The Spvee
wilening dissemination of seicnt-
1xin and  the cenmimiic dealstion
of the tndividus! svzm o pruvide
the dynaii-am foer - the chanpe;
Further, seentisbs ds well as certs
ain | polivie el Cideclopmes apsnly
ridiculed “relirion thinkinge: that
seh deridling wonld liberade mion
fream superstiliogs awd help hin
bociane maders” Anl seicitists
ariciel the EXIELERZ  amiceiing
Lliraeds Swithon e idens aboad
Alternatives: wrivesaiantifa nla-
eljzfs, whe thovehl that sciegee
wollld eove day ereaer alaarhl af
dispaeticudis. jndividoals wha
vorid Scecpl theis Ear on i with
philosoplncal calim, ool e strots
ed mhar Iitls we bl witheot
(rersnlone nn aliergative. Wt
litthe &0l they tenlize thae they
WErs CHRESWITE 4y afie v by
with the bath witer.

Ig oue cnuntey vhe rosotts oere
wiatble Frosion ul indegenons 5o
wrell as CEHPeLOBS TR vales,
j'_]ut:h woelife a moral and ethical
SUNErR IO, i uged aked axpt

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

oflition of the othee aml (ke
world owt Targs. The'iellas io selfi-
thines s hesaine thes msd ;imp:_lfl_.:mt
thips 4u oo - individual, Mopey
broime e yurdstivk o mensire ths
wilue ol everythiog. Muteriul go-
geenriony dind eociul poeier ey e
thieifndices of Bnceety Cungs enee
peceded to the aaconscioed, Find-
IR ex pression colls throneh night-
mated and - hirarie pathalogical
ernad e Mot s rprisangty i
lipma | celipiuyily, whivh emerael
rom by eenrcivace, wbd traditi-
opnl spivivaadicy becwme aubsamied
undcr ritializm and mugic, Today
g religious man 12 not neeessarily
asooital, noral, ethizal oidn.
Barlier, hi s devatce of thisgad
artlat spirit, a maiohieaf fhis Gl
or thav el bl which finction
rrerely to ephepoe the sl 5o
selfizhnecs, Spirttanlity: lost its
meestings when  men tooXx spicit
ool podl muEic wa sigos of apiri-
tulity. Soiznes did not solve 21]
the grableos o social exiatenes.
Pnstzad b only dismantied mhat
it ||"|||'|,:|ﬂ|',1‘ Wi i:upr-ﬂ?im&ul.ﬂ.r]ﬁ to
prersonal freedom of individaals.
Lven where it i ndmitted -thit
men 4T, i et pat fFee s nnd
ciummat be freel gs. inpeyeioanal-
vals. the diemuntling of tha tradi-
ticnzl apritaalicy eoes on wahecd-
s ithout any signd oF Zn-effoet-
[t orcplaee ety Taatedd, e
arce bmd |y ubeisenl” 40 barethe
Brunt nf (k2 privine burdsus oo
visita shrink,

It i5 one thing o ramove tridi-
ticngl ampodiments 1o peroonul
oy enbamnce mens and: o tatio-
nal edomennge ) Ervewin, 0T i ang.
thes Dt b 40 soc izt ped)-
led B dmd oo ] sose o e v gl
onlv the low ot the faogle,  Kichy
nobwowknie e hhve i3 elsnuiviy
witheut  a idealoay  without i
svatcin of wiandards shich provid-
gi moril and cthical theeads thiat
reauld @ove peca & adentifiabld
Bid wodthy seesg althe s, ane
intavate thase votbiless anethudnl-
agicad ndividuals 1odo s ioheren



compassionate whole, At the
moment. the ideological vacuum
which reckless scientism produced
is threatening to disintegrate the
society. Today this country is
splitting apart along ethnic, ling-
uistic and religious lines. What
is remarkable is that kinship and
religion which provided social
cohesion are being displaced by
politicoeconomic opportunism
which invokes language, kinship,
religion, race and class to serve
the private purposes of unscrupiu-
lous men.

In this rather dismal sociocult-
ural context de Chardin’s philoso-
phy sounds very noble but rather
naively optimistic. Are we really
evolving towards the Omega point
where differences cease to matter
due to the presence of an all
embracing all pervading ideology?
It is clear that the politicaecono-
nmiic imperialism of the mega pow-
ers and ideological imperialism
of scientism (whether of the labo-
ratory variety or otherwise does
not matter) are threatening fto
eradicate sociocultual uniqueness
and identity of smaller and poli-
ticoeconomically weaker nations,

The response [rom these subjuga--

ted and threatened nations is a
violent reassertion of themselves
and growth of chauvinism, jingo-
ism and violence. Imperialism
coercively unites while effectively
dismembering traditions and iden-
tities producing social catastro-
phes. ‘Where is the Omega point?

Evolution undoubtedly pivots
around adaptive change in time.
The Darwinian theory, which is
the 1deolog1cally going concern
in science, does not predict the
future of man. It discusses how
we came to be the way we are,
retrospectively, What has been
points to the present. But science,
while being a predictive enterpri-

se hesitates to predict cosmologic-

al trends. From a scientific pers-
pective Omega point is a possibil-
ity but not a certainity. In this
context Omega point is yet ano-
ther utopian idea which belongs
in the realm of intellectuaily
discredited mysticis and relig-
jon, Positivistic science, anthr-
opology in  particular, sees
de Chardin’s idea in the same

“ideal @ to

conte ts as what it calls millenar-

ian movements and utopianism.

Just . as much as the so called
millenarian movements and other
varieties  of uptopianism the
Omega point is also couched
not in facts but in hopes. The
idea of the Omega point can
be be hest appreciated as a call
for action rather as a predic-
tion of a ' certain occurance.
Teilhard de Chardin's thoughts
did not develop in a sociocul-
tural vacuum. It is obvious
that the fragmentation of Burope,
warfare, loss of authority of
religion, growth of materialistic
attitudes towards life and the ali-
entation of persons and commu-
nities in the waves of politico-
economic developments, touched

the ‘hearts of many sensitive
minds. Emile Durkheim, the
father of scientific sociology,

was worried about the possible
outcome of this depersonaliza-
tion of man, and thought about
creating a aew religion which
would withstand the scrutiny of
science so that solidarity among
men and their personal and so-

cial integrity could be preserved.

Max Weber had not
cheery about the prospects of
increasing rationalization and
demythologization = of religion
which cause the increasing iso-

felt very

lation of the individual, rendering

life to be an unaesthetid exis-
tentially worthless phepomenon.
Karl Marx’s response was more
heated. He, as we all know,
demanded a revolution to make
what he comnsidered as the in-
evitable utopia a historical-ex-
istential. reality. Teilhard de
Chardin’s viewpoint should be
understood in this wider intel-
lectual context. Like Marx he
presents a vision of the future.
His vision, though not scienti-

fic, cannot be dismissed as the '

fantasy of a dreamer. Rather,
like in Marx, the prediction
must be redefined as a call for
action; as the presentation of an
achieve

must strive hard.

On the other hand it is also
necessary to bring such a prog-
ram of action wunder close secru-
tiny. The current
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- a comparable

which  men

notions of

internationalism, global village,
universalism, and so on are not
free from political content.
Obviously the idea of the Ome-
ga implies all these. But who
decides as to what the shape of
this new spiritnal reintegration
of men should be?’ Whose idea
of spirituality should it be?
Teilhard de Chardin’s own idea
was a christological one. Will
this’ be acceptable to the non-
christians amenag us? One finds
Hindu notion in
the Upanishads, in the Bhaga-
vat Gita and in the philosophy
of Sri Aurobindo. In Buddhism,
a reading of the Vimalakirthi
Nirdesha Sutra reveals a compa-
rable idea, that liberation from
suffering and spiritual awaken-
ing occurs together with ¢the
collapse of all differences, all
boundaries, all distinctions, ali
evaluations. There are other
faiths which are mnot usually
open to contamination from
external ideas. Within = these:
variegated motiffs of  spiritual
beliefs how can a spiritual in-
tegration of all faiths, all cul-
tures, be effected without having
to deal with the rather murky
questions of imperialism and

hegemony?
Perhaps the answer to this
rather  difficult culturaily and

politically sensitive issue is the
development of  hermeneutic
which would cut across the boun-
daries between  cultures and
religious systems, a hermeneutic
through which the spiritual ho-

rizons  of the different faiths
would meet and "enter into a
compassionate discourse, a her-

meneutic which would, in a Bult-
manian - sense, dcmytho]oglze
religious particu]arlsm to touch

the human spirit and help it

open to pan human spiritual
concerns which would fructify
in every field of sociocultural
existence. Perhaps, only such
an exercise can save our Srti
Lankan community from further
disintegration both at commu-
pal and personal speheres of its
existence. Only such an exercise
seem to be able to point out the
practical aspects of de Chardin’s
contribution to uplift our hapes
for a bcttcr tomorsow. :
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. Since the [.1.8. closure a new
argument has surfaced that it is
inconsistent with positive trends

in international relations, mean-

ing that many nations have
‘been establishing relations with
each other. But very few in
fact have resumed relations with
Israel among the Afro-Asian
countries. Even fewer countries
have made some overtures fo
Israel, evidently in anticipation
of an international conference
on the Middle East. More. re-
cently, some East European
countries have resumed relations
with Israel as part of their
asserfion of independence from
the Soviet Union. But it is
surely a non-sequitur to argue

that because some other coun-
tries have resumed relations
with Israel, the LLS. should

not have been closed down.
I come now to my argumenis

in favour of the I.I.8. closure.
An English bishop observed
way back in the eighteenth

century that every-thing is what

it is and not something else. Sri

Lanka is Sri Lanka, and not
some other country, and whether
the I.I.S. should have been
closed down or not 15 a ques-

tion that has to be determined -

in terms of Sri Lanka’s national
interests, not the interests of

Israel or some other country.

I argued in my talk that the
‘continuance of the

_ LLS.
- totally inconsistent with any
 degree of good relations with

India, and good relations with
India are obviowsly of crucial
importance ‘for our national
interest. . My second argument
was that Sri  Lankan Muslims
wanted the I.I.S. closure, and
‘the national interest = requires
that their sentiments and inte-
rest be given appropriate weight.

That good relations with India
are crucial for our national in-
tercst hardly needs arguing con-
sidering what has been happen-
ing to Sri Lanka during this
decade. But it will be argued
that Sri Lanka as sovereign
state should never bow to the
dictates of India. Unfortunately,
it is not a guestion of bowing
to Indian dictates but of limited
sovereignity. It s

~We have to

was

sentiments should prevail

not - just

small and powerless countries
such as Sri Lanka, but at the
other end of the spectrum the
super-powers as well who have
to take into account all sorts

~ of constraining factors in ma-

naging theit relations with the
rest of the world. They ¢annot
behave or misbehave just as
they like without taking account
of the interests of other coun-
tries, unless of course they are
determined to come to grief.
take account of
India’s interests, not just our
interssts if we are to maintain
good relations with India.

"On the face of it, it does
seem preposterous that India
should object to an Tsraeli pre-
sence here while it allows an

Tsraeli Consulate to function in

Bombay, Actually there is
a world of difference between
allowing very limited consular
functions to be performed in
Bombay, and our having allowed
Mossad and Shin Beth to ope-
vate in Sri Lanka, as well as
quite obviously in South India.
Instead of labouring the obvi-
ous, it should suffice to state
quite simply that we cannot
risk jeopardizing good relations
with India for the sake of
Israel. ;

My second argument was that
the sentiments and interests of

‘Sri Lankan Muslims who wanted

the [.LI.S. to be

closed down,
had

to be given appropriate

weight in the national interest.

As in the case of the Philip-
pines to which I referred earlier,
the Muslims of this country
should be regarded as ‘‘our
Muslims’? by the other ethnic
groups. Their intense anti-Israeli
over
the intense pro-Israeli commit-
ment of the Sri Lankan pro-—
Israelis, because the latter are
not Jews. If they were Jews they
too should be regarded as “‘our
Jews,” and their commitment
to Israel should be respeeted and

given appropriate weight as an
perfectly

understandable and
natural phenomenon arising out
of a bond with their co-religio-
njsts abroad, just as in the case
of the Muslim’s bond with the
Palestininians, But they are
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~interest

pot Jews and therefore their
motivations have to be analysed,
as 1 have done in this article,
whereas the Muslims® anti-Israeli
sentiments have to be given their
appropriate weight. It should be
obvious that as ours is a multi
ethnic socisty, our national
requires that each of
our ethnic groups be regarded
as an integral part of ‘““our peo-
ple”’, and that they be respected.
Otherwise we can never work
through to anything like a
national identity.

I must now recount some Obser
vations I made in my talk about
a letter to a newspaper which, in
my view, shows that pro-Israsli
attitudes usuvally go together with
contemptuousness towards Musli-
ms. Speaker Mr. Mchamed,
who it was reported had reguest-
ed the President to close down
the I.1.S., was told in the letter
that he represented only a minor-
ity. The Muslim minority has
lived in this country for overa
thousand years, far longer than
relatively recent immigrants from
South Tndia who have become
assimilated as Sinhalese because
of the agcomadativeness of Sinh-
alese civilization, about which
our majority community can be
proud. For instance, what our
sociologists now call the KSD
castes came to the island after
1300, most of them in fact after
'1505. The Muslims have a greater

‘claim to be sons of the soil than

many Sinhalese, it would appear.
Therefore their seantiments about
Israel should not bo dismissed as
merely those of a minority.

The same letter, arguing that
gratitude should be shown to
lsrael, went on to say that the
majority community of this conn-
try understands what gratitude is,
meaning obviously that the Mus-
lims don’t. The muslims, I pointed
out, are the only Sri Lankan peo-
ple, apart that is from some
miniscule minorities, who have
never betrayed the people of this
country whereas the Sinhalese
themselves have betrayed the Sin-
halese, They never invaded the
island, and never go together with
foreigners against the people of
this country. Hated by the Port-
uguese they fought for the Sinha-
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lege kinpe, npd they mere Tikewize
hiatcd by dhe Dutch s trade 1ivals:
There was oo Hritizh biatred agai-
o=t theid, mrercidubly,  bul ibcy
sinck foorrade snd neves ascenihad
for privilegcd positions uader imp-
ecial parroitage 1 ihe eipesvie uf
the misjnri(ys Whea tha tine cunie
forindependenecthey wholheur-
tedly cupporteal fhe Siahalcee
ggarnst the  Tueil lilly-Tifte™
domand. They sven suppuricd
sldubala Craly™ plkcuph the gread
mainrity ol Wuslings hisd Tamid
as Al mothec-tonpue, And thed
hawe Becn againgt Brlam. Shoull
there hea threar [ooan Thdia, dhe
Muslims " Tabamie hond ol Peki-
stm el surely | diciie srandach
Toywlovtin “The Binhalese, 3 was
time, I oraued, forw manifrscating
of Biohilese grititwd e toaards 1he
Rlwalinie, It wiis time, fnoorher
morgs, tolose down the LER,

Tha  majocitaran AITogiove
dieptayed i thar letrer eliows cle-
arliy rhat sgmme Sinhalese ot deset
simply cannil woncejve o8 dhe
Sl Lankan Muklims axs vomr Muss
Timas™. L swspecl That they them-
sehves constilute o minority, hat
izt sy @ minoriiy umopg e
Sinhitless whose autifudes 1o Ml
lins sre-menscally wery diffrrapt.
T have written thatthe sentitnenis
and intcreste of dhe Bluslimsg she-
phd be given appropriite weight,
I hewe mow Loeiachloess the question
of wheiher the Sri Lankoao pro-

Ispaelis would huve worked togz.
ther with the Terpelis as a lobby
apuninst the mreranes of our Muosli-
we. Cerkrinly the Wnslioes have
regarded the Tsraeli pressDie io
thig cotnlry as sondthiog ioign-
cal 12 their intoreatal

Clominensenye sogeests thaty
P osliins ull owsr the warld s
amtioTapael, the paaohis will be
anti-plastimand could work ega-
fazl Musdime inleresisowhorovey
there is an Tseeell presence. - Tan
Mederveen o Pietorse, o Westoro
Seliolury wecte Aienn apiicle-seri-
alized: im aeveral Gssues al the
Lonku Gunrdian an EES, =1 af-
proa Jernel Gy politicsl niches
oar Ahe side ol Ghristion - groups
regicting  Telumicimedads, uwnd
cerlain Afian eouniries call oo
Lirael &g a4 countsp-wcisht du
Ielamic inFMlucnes™ He wiote fise-
ther, *“Ma Tonger g bridga hictween
Chrisiinmily and Talam, Teraczlis
e beoonre the alliza of Chrati-
amity.” Lop@ guile sure thar in
Sei Lanka the laraelis could bave
uscd pito=TsTaslis from & very hros
i spestrum, - oot Jusl Erem the
Christian  or woy  parcicular
prunp or ~obgroup. 1ohive mads
some vhservatinne io this articls
about thevaghag pro-Tspuelis who-
se pro-Tspaeli comimitment cannct
B expinined in terme of group
affjlations. The Taeclis conld
even have used Muslipns, sy for
instapee s pent-amugglervilnerhle

Nikna, Alsyel
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Deak ihe, W hesr the whita Balbl weid
Eomeones. treading o sny Trofskering 1asf
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it tieks away afwayr af Folr fn my pocket.
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o hlacknwil, tn push domwa their
tellow-hueliios.  Ta “umy cast
Fisterse provides smmne shiesbanea-
tinting for the conimansense 2Xp-
cotation that  the Tsruelis could
otk suptingt Ruslime T Sri Lan-
lea, utipg pro-lsraclis for Lhat
PUEpPCEE,

Cnommonzenss againg uggeatadbat

i werking sgainst cur Muslins
the Poraciia would not have hetie-
jed akout the appoipinicut of
Yluslims ag conks orpsennduce-
aras dend pumame nesnEg suEEosts
furcher that the position could
hage peen auite hfferenl when i
chpe ta the  wppointment of a
Muslior ip arclarively prostig=ds
posibon, mpre parlicalerly une
in owhich he eoulds influsove
jaterpational relationy,

At ihe Talamie Contis meering
I wng axked whether the Jsrachi
pat conld Tave boca beliind the
uniguely whabby ircatmenl 14
which g Einslio ofTiciel wus suli-
jegted under the 1977 Goverament. .
He wad appeiited Ambasiador 10
a Weslorn posl, the foreign Gov-
criment’s | coponrresmce 1o the
appoiptment was chinined, that
Ginvernment Tized 2 dute Tor the
preseotislinn of his credentiEla,
by airticket was baoked anda
date set for hia depaeture, Hle was
theil informed that @ problem had
cropped op, which would take &
littls time to resclve. The snppu-
sed problem, which wis stroight
out of the nonsense - liemore of
T.ewis Carrol and Rdward Lear,
wan oot faken sefiously by any-
ape, Some noniths Hirer he s
offer=d the post as Ambassador
tes 3  Muslim ecuntry, without
being proferad wny explaoflinn
whatever for the cancellation of
the uriginal appointment. & sup-1
pused aspiront to the . OTIEEDA
pust was nec being appuinted oit -
ber, poch the pozt was Kepl wacon C
for menths, The Muslim offices
deelined the offer on the ground
that for 23 vears fic bad  been
gerwine ooly in Afro-Asian posts,
a veeord wnmatched hy any of
Liis colleaones 3o all the decudes
since 8ri Lgpku's independence.
[t rmuse be stuted  that the appri-
printe authoriies awide  foguile
clear that thers waz nhsolntely
minhing againat the Mushion ofi-



cer. It appears that under the 1977
Government he could be sent as
Ambassador only to a Muslim
country or to some other relativ-
ely unimportant country. The
nonsense explanation for the post-

ponement of his original appoint-

ment, and the failure to provide
- any explanation whatever for its
cancellation, suggests strongly
that an unknown factor was in
operation. That factor the Govern-
ment dared not divulge. Was
that factor Israel?

My hypothesis will not seem

fanciful or far-fetched to anyone

~ who takes a look at Paul Findley's

They Dare to Speak Out, a well-
documented book by a U. 8.

Congressman with access to imp-
ortant personages, providing
stunning revelations about the
tremendous power wielded by the

Israeli lobby in the U.S. George

Ball, one the brilliant Americans
of his time who certainly would
“have made an outstanding Secre-
tary of State, never could get the
post even of thoughhe was Carter’s
first choice, because of the Israeli
lobby. His crime was fo put Ame-
rica first over Israel. All State
Department secret material of
interest to Israel is immediately
leaked to the lobby, and that with
inpunity as the last time an offic-

jal was punished for a leak to

Israel was in 1954. When the U.S.
Ambassador in Syria sent a class-
ified cable to the State Department
in 1981, Congressman Stephen
Solarz got hold of it and actually
had the nerve to telephone Secret-

ary of State Cyrus Vance deman-

ding the removal of the Ambassa-
dor. Any U.S. official who 1is
nnsympathetic to Israel will have
to face the- consequences of his
folly. Findley writes ““To strike
back at Government officials con-
sidered to be unsympathetic to
Tsraeli needs the pro-Israel lobby
singles them out for personal
attack and even the wrecking of
their careers.” If that is Israel’s
power in super-power America,
what could they not have done
under our 1977 Governmeni? One
wonders what there is behind our
President’s reported election ple-
dge, which Ihave already quoted
and quote again for emphasis, “All
the forces that exist in Sri Lanka
and work agajnst the aspirations

of the Muslim community will be

sent away after [ come to power.”

' types, Sinhalese

I have argued that the sentime-
nts and interests of the Muslims
in relation to the LI.S. had to be
given appropriate weight. I have
not argued that the 1.L.S. should
have béen closed down merely
because the Muslims wanted that
done, only that their views be
given appropriate weight. For a
minorty’s views to become a det-
erminant of foreign pelicy, they

have to cohere with the national®
interest. I wounld argue against

Muslims who might want the Go-
vernment to become active on
Pakistan’s behalf over the Kash-
mir problem as that would disturb
the good relations we require
with India in the national intera-
st. In the case of the LLS. our
Muslims’ position has cohered
absolutely with the national
interest. 0

Determination. . .

(Continued from page 1)
For example, both  Tamil
Nadu Tamils and Sri Lankan
Tamils possess only transferrin

€ (with same frequency 1.000).

In contrast. the frequency of
transferrin C in Sinhalese and
Veddah are 0,988 and 0.890 res-
pectively. Whereas Tamils from
Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka do
not possess other transferrin
do have
more transferrins; transferrin B
with frequency 0.006 and trans-
ferrin D with frequency- 0.064.
The veddahs do not have trans-

ferrin ‘B, but do possess fwo

subtypes of transferrin D (One
of which is identical to that

“of Sinhalese) with frequencies

0.094 and 0.016. (source: Races,

. Types and Eihnic Groups, by Ste-

phen Molnar, Prentice Hall, NJ,
1973, p..84).

1f Hussain is ignorant of this
development during the past four

decades, I would suggest that

he refer to the contributions of
A_E. Mourant, W. C. Boyd,
C. S, Coon, 8. M. Garn, L.L.
Cavalli-Sforza, M. Nei and A,
K. Roychoudhury. Based on
the data published by these bio-
medical scientists, One ¢an con-
clude that there exists hardly
any distinction between the
Tamils of Tamil Nadu and Sri

Lanka. 1 assert again that Izeth

Hussain’s thesis is made ridi-
culous by the biomedical data
reported in the last three decades.
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- in Sri Lanka and

© scene)

. to confound his

two

In this field, for those who
are interested, I also wish to

mention that N. Nagaratnam (ex-.

consultant  physician at the
Colombo General Hospital) have
published a well compiled review
entitled, “Hemoglobinopathies
their anth-
ropological implications” (Hem-
oglobin, vol. 13, pp.201-211, 1989)

recently, which traced the origin

of the Sinhalese. ;
Finally, about the role MGR

played while he was alive, dur-

ing the IPKF-LTTE confronation

(Oct - Dec 1987), I am of the opi-

nion that Hussain is still ignor-
ant of MGR’s multi-faceted role
in the Eelam issue. So he hides
his ignorance with the qualify-
ing phrase, <as far as I am

_aware”’, without challenging the

article of Salamat. Ali (a well
known observer of the Indian
which 1 had quoted.
Those who have studied MGR'’s
professional career hold the
view that his publie posture was
made of one thing but his
private actions mostly contra-
dicted his public posture. And
he made it look that way
critics. And
though Janaki Ramachandran, the
widow of MGR, functioned asthe
Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu
in Jan. 1988, as any astute
Tamil Nadu watcher (but hardly
Izeth Hussain!) would state, she
was just a puppet of one fac-
tion of MGR’s party. This was
later proved by her quick exit
from the local political  scene.
So, it is ridiculous again for
Bussain to compare the actions

of MGR’s widow to that of
MGR .
Sachi Sri Kantha
Philadelphia, :
- USA

Whither Russia ?
(Continued from page 21)
A: You are right. = Russia is
deprived in this semse. We are
to found our own newspaper,
a theoretical journal and other
publications. Russia should have
its own News Agency, Television
and Radio services. In one
word, the founding of a CPR
is. a package of problems and

_questions. In many ways, we
“will have to begin from scratch.
: (APN)
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HUMAN

RIGHTS and
RELIGIONS
in Sri Lanka

A britfiantly compiled hook which fraces the basic RRGIER (QHLS
Anrms to the divine fgws,

Justics P. Aamanathan

Frasident af the Coart of Appeal

An excellent commaptary that seeks fo eslabfisl

trt clear snd fucid ferms the spiritial and maoral

obligation of Buddhists, Hindus, Moslams aad Christians

10 ohsdrva and respect human righis and fundamanial fregdoms.
Dr. &, T. Ariyaratne
Presidord, Sarvodsyrs Shramadarr Mdavenant

This Book gives an fnsight into the noble princigles of
tha four principaf refigions in this fsfand in relation
to the fundarantal principles of homan rights. Al fovers
af human righis should study this book

Justice M. M. Abdul Cader

Atimely publication imaginatively presented — Evary articls
of the Declaration /s examipad froe the perspectives of the
four grest religions, in commentarias which are schofarly
grgd yef communicate easily to the ganelal resder.

Godfrey Gunatitleks
Diractar, Marga lnstiute

Avaifable 81
HUMAN RIGHTS CENTRE
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Over a quarter

Century ago

We chartered a course
To inculcate the banking
Habit among our

Rural masses

Our efforts have paid dividends
Since today we account
For the highest Savings
Deposits among those of
All commercial banks in

Sri Lanka put together

People’s Bank

Banker to the Millions

Service is Our First Objective
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