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Sri Lanka .. the forgojc_ten_litﬁtle war

killing -

fields

THE news filters through

.erratically, sometimes

days late, usually vague
and contradictory.

It is always difficult, often
impossible, to check or con-
firm independently. But this
much is certain. In the
northern and eastern prov-

Rival propaganda machines vie
to ‘produce horror stories and
appalling photographs to back
their conflicting claims. A pro-
povernment newspaper in Co
lombo claims that Tamil rebels
drain every last drop of blood
from living captives to replenish
their own emergency supplies.
From guerrillas’ base camps
irt southern India. comes a claim

VICTIMS OF CONFLICT: Bodles Iitter the streets In war-tom Sri Lania
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' Sri Lanka stops bombmg rebel camps

From Michael Hamlyn
Colombo

The Sri Lankan Govern-
. ment yestérday unilaterally
! stopped the aenal bombing of
i rebel hideouts in the Northern
| Pravince.
j The move has been seen
4 reaction- 1o recent cnticy
3 thal it was not senous aboul
| seeking ‘a peaceful pahitical

solution to the ethmic cnsis in
the island. \

Making the announce mgfiy
Mr  Lalith Authulathmoadal
the Minister lor Nangrnal
Security, said thal in returpn ¢
the government expecied (he
rebels to slop mowing men
and materials across thht Faik
Siran from Ind.a

A St Lankan official s3d
“If the cessaton 1akes place
1he bombing hall will canlinue
for another weck and soon the
aim will be 10 geaerate a full
ceasehire afier one maonin
And then we shall be preparee B . g : . .
to talk 10 any indi~idual o [amy guerrilla fighters d;splay AK-47 rifles while relumlng to thelr camp near Jaffoa after 2 battle with goumm%

P

E'o?:ﬁon Fout 3 DOk troops. They have been called upon to stop moving materials from India in respunse fo Sri Lanka’s bombing halt.
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