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3
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Asst. Director, Co-op audit dept.
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The Importance of Giving

Saivam provides a foundation of ethics and values that all
individuals must apply through the course of their lives to live a
meaningful life where they make a positive impact on society.
Saivam directly emphasises the importance of leading a life dedicated
to selfless service and making a positive difference in the lives of
others.

It is essential for individuals to transcend their selfish desires
and attempt to focus on the welfare of others, wherever and
whenever possible. This selflessness is a pathway to spiritual
growth and a means of aligning with the divine. In the context of
Saivam, living an ordinary life solely driven by personal ambitions
and desires is considered limited and spiritually unfulfilling.
Furthermore, the act of giving, or providing for others, can be
profoundly morally uplifting for any individual, offering a guiding
compass towards a life rich in purpose and empathy, thereby
granting them a more optimistic outlook on life.

One of the most captivating aspects of Saivam is the simplicity
and accessibility of its teachings. You don’t need a vast fortune
to make a difference in someone’s life. Small acts are enough to

positively impact other people. Thirumular’s Thirumanthiram, |§

in its poetic brilliance, underscores this truth with elegance in
song 252:

WTaT&H@ LOMDSanN aNSR®H UFFaev

WITaNT&HE@ LDMLDLF QbABTH ITU|ENM

WITeT$HE LMD 2 avrgyb CUTAST® asiniip

wTaTébd WwMmbinIs®H ST HTEaT

Easy to all to offer in worship a green leaf to the Lord,
Easy to all to give a mouthful to the cow,
Easy to all to give a handful, sitting down to eat,

Easy to all, good, kind words on others to bestow.

This song is highlighting the importance of giving and how it
can be very easy to do. Its as easy as providing food to all souls
whether animal or human which can benefit their lives. Even
when individuals may find themselves unable to provide for others,
Thirumular reminds us of a profound truth: that every person
possesses the remarkable ability to enhance the lives of others
through kind and captivating words. Through these acts of giving,
no matter how small, people possess the remarkable ability to
infuse hope, nourishment, and happiness into the world.

As shown giving and sharing does not just pertain to donating
large amounts of money, it can be done through feeding others
or simply by sharing kind words to motivate others. The essence
of charity lies in the simplicity of our daily actions, in the everyday
opportunities to make a difference. Thirumular’s poetry and
amongst other Saivam texts act as invitation to each and every
one of us, irrespective of our circumstances, to embrace our
capacity to bring light to someone else’s life. It’s a reminder that
one’s life should be lived with a purpose, not just pertaining to
personal ambitions, but also in helping the ambitions of others.

BHT0DHPH SMDAFUIS HATN) F)azailaib
@IS DT LDT0TL QLTSI

Although an act of help done timely, might be small in nature,
it is truly larger than the world itself. - Thiruvalluvaar

Miracles of Saiva Saint
Thirugnanasampanthar Swamikal

Thirugnanasampanthar was a Saiva poet/saint, who
lived in the seventh century CE.He is one of the most
prominent saints amongst the 63 Nayanars. Sampathar’s
entire collection of hymns about Lord Shiva is called
“Thirukkadaikappu”. These were later collected to form
the first three volumes of the Thirumuraikal — one of
the principle texts for Saiva Sithantham philosophy.

P.Abiram
SG

Sampanthar once went to the Thirukolakka Temple
in Mayiladuthurai with his father (Sivapathaviruthayar) and disciples.
Thirukolakka temple is famous for treating people with speech
disorders, there is a story of a mother who prayed that her mute
son would be able to speak, her son was soon given the power
to speak for the first time in his life by Sivan.Thirukolakka temple

was built in bricks during the Chola period and later changed to
black stone, it has a length of 230 feet (70m) and a width of 155
feet (47m), it was here where Sampanthar praised Sivan with the
hymn “Madayil Valai Paya” it goes as follows.

LDENL_Ufled QITEN&T LIl LD

GSMLULD QUTUIN®HSH BCHTOHBT D ATTOT
FarLub Nevmuyeb Fmbu) L,Fab Selt
D L U|BI ASBTAIL D (HeM ALDDIABTEOT

Madayil vaalai paaya matharaar

Kudaiyum poikai kolakka ulaan

Sadaiyum piraiyum Saampat Poochum keel
Udaiyum konda uruva menkolo

In English this translates to, The valai fish jump in the rivers of
Thirukolakka where ladies rejoice divingand bathing in the tanks.
What is the reason for the Lord of Thirukolakka (Sivan) to assume
a form of matted locks, smeared thiruneeru and some torn clothing?

While singing this hymn Sampanthar was clapping his hands,
after a while his palms started to ache from the clapping, so Sivan
compassionately granted a pair of golden cymbals engraved with
the words Om Namasivaya to Sampanthar . Sambander placed
the cymbals on his head to show devotion and gratitude and then
continued singing his hymn and clapping with the use of the

golden cymbals. _
To be continued...
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Thavaththiru Sivagnana Swamikal

Thavaththiru Sivagnana Swamikal

Every religion is surviving with their literature
& philosophies. Authors are born in intervals
and literatures are also made. Saivam as a
religion is also getting authors at frequent
intervals and lots of literatures are made time
to time. After the period of Thirumuraikal and
Sasthirankal, we have got so many authors
and their contributions are remarkable.
Arunakirinathar, Kumarakuruparar, Sivagnana
Swamikal, Pampan Swamikal, Thayumanavar
and the list goes on. It is our duty to worship
all these authors and guide the younger
generation also to study their works.

In this article, let us go through the life of
Sivagnana Swamikal who lived in the 18th
century. Swamikal was born in a small village
called Vickramasingapuram in Thirunelveli
district of Tamil Nadu in the year 1753. [ There
is no proof for the year of birth but it can be
considered as around 1753]. His parents are
Aananthakoothar and Myilammaiar. He was
named as Mukkalalingar by his parents. It is
believed that Swamikal’s forefathers [7
Generations] were blessed by Akasthiar.
Swamikal’s uncle Namasivayakavirayar sang
many songs on Goddess Ulakammman of
Papanasam temple. It is told that Swamikal
was from the 7th generation.

Swamikal while at his primary school days
met a few Thambiran Swamikals in
Vickramasingapuram came from Thiruvav
duthurai Aadheenam. It is Lord Siva’s grace
that Swamikal got attracted by the Thambiran
Swamikals and invited them for lunch to his
home. His mother was very happy in serving
lunch to Thambiram Swamikals. While they
wanted to leave Mukkalalingar also wanted
to go with them and with his parent’s permission,
he went along with the Thambiran Swamikals.
They went to Suchindram near Kanyakumari
where a Thiruvaduthurai Mutt is there.
Mukkalalingar was taken to Seer Valar Seer
Velappa Desika Swamikal, then the junior
pontiff of the Aadheenam. He was available
at Suchindram by that time. Mukkalalingar
worshipped him and Velappa Desika Swamikal
by seeing his face and maturity offered Theekkai
and Saniyasam to him. Swamikal gave the
Theekkai name as Sivagnana Thambiran.

While Junior Pontiff along with other
Thambiran Swamikals planned to leave
Suchindram, they took Sivagnana thambiran
also with them to Thiruvavaduthurai. On the
way, all took time to go to Agneeswarar temple
at Sepparai near Thirunelveli. Junior Pontiff
Swamikal instructed Sivagnana Thambiran to
sing songs on Akilandeswarai, the Goddess
at the temple. Sivagnana Thambiran sang *
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Akilandeswari Pathikam’ which has 10 songs
praising the Goddess. It is a juice of Saiva
Sidhantham and all the 10 songs speak about
the core philosophy of Saiva siddhantham.
We can understand the Grace of God when
we study these songs which were written by
Sivagnana Thambiran when he was about 10
years old. This is considered to be his first
book. In total Swamikal has given us 28 books.

These 28 books are from all parts of the
Language like Grammar, Literature, Translation,
Critics, Moral etc...

Following are the list of books.
Grammar
1. Tholkappiya Sutravirutthi.
2. Nannool Virutthi urai.
Literature
1. Kalasai Sengazhuneer Vinayagar Pillaithamizh.
2. Kulathoor Amuthambigai Pillaithamizh.
3. llasai Pathitrupathu Andaathi.
4. Kalasai Pathitrupathu Andaathi.
5. Kulathoor Pathitrupathu Andaathi.
6. Thirumullaivayil andaathi.
7. Thiruegambar Andaathi.
8. Somesar Muthumozhi Venba.
9. Akilandeswari Pathigam.
10. Kachi Aananda Ruthresar Pathigam.
11. Thiruthondar Thirunamakkovai.
12 Thiruegambar Aanandakkalippu.
13.Panchakra Desigar Maalai.
Translation
1.Kanchipuranam.
2.Siddhantha Prakaasigai.
3. Siva Thathuva Vivegam.
4.Suloga Panchangam.
5.Tharukka Sangraham Annampatteeyam.
Saiva Philosophy
1. Sivagnana Siddhiyar Pozhippurai.

2. Sivagnana Bodha
chitrurai.

3. Sivagnana Mabaa
diyam.

Critics
1.llakkanavilakka
Sooravali. L
2.Eduthu ennum ﬁ,\l \

sollukkitta vairak M. Sivashunmugam

kuppayam. Professor
3 . E nna | ennum Saiva Silhtllanllla

: Direct Training Centre,
Seyyul Sivasama | “pinyavaduthurai
vaadha urai maru Aatheenam.

ppu.
4. Kambaramayana

muthal seyyul sangothra virutthi.
5. Siddhantha marabu kandana kandanam.

Many of these books had been published
by Thiruvavaduthurai Aadheenam. Recently
at the Semmozhi conference, all his works
have been published and it is heartening to
note that all are available now.

Swamikal spent many years in Kanchi
puram from where he did the Sivagnana
Mabaadiyam. This is considered to be the first
of its kind in Tamil language andbeacuse
of this great work, Sivagnana Swaigal was
called as ‘Thiravida Mabaadiya Karthar’.

Swamikal came back to Thiruvavaduthurai
mutt and he breathed last from Mutt in the
year 1785. As per records from Mutt, it was
17- 04 -1785. His Samathi Thirukoil is available
at Thiruvavaduthurai and well maintained by
the Mutt. As per Tamil calendar, his Muththi
day is Aayilyam star from Chitrai month. As
per Guru Maha Sannidhanam’s instructions,
Swamikal’s Gurupoosai is celebrated at Vickrama
singapuram [Where he was born], at Suchidram
[Where he got Theekkai], at Kanchipuram
[where he lived long] and Thiruvavaduthurai
[Where he attained Sivapperu]. Recently Perur
at Coimbatore is also added to this list where
his Guru, Seer Valar Seer Velappa Desikar
Swamikal’s samadhi is available. It is beleived
that Sivagnana Swamikal came to Perur with
his Guru. The Guru Pooja is held every year
in the months of April / May.

At Vickramasingapuram, Sivagnana Swamikal
Peravai celebrates the Gurupoosai every year
at Swami’s temple. Some of Sivagnana
Swamikal’s books were republished by this
peravai. Tamil Saiva world owes a lot to
Sivagnana Swamikal who has contributed
greatly to Tamil and Saiva world. We need to
take his books at all levels creating an
opportunity for everyone to study his works.
Let us worship his feet which will help to attain
Grace.
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In the depths of the prehistoric, quaint
village of Thirupurambiyam, there lies one of
the most famous Siva temples located 7 km
north of Kumbakonam in the Thanjavur district.
The Aesthetic building was originally created
by the Cholas during the 9th century. This
temple s lined as 46th Paadal Petra Siva thalam
due to its appearance in the Thevaram hymns.
The name of this temple is known as the
Thirupurampiyam Sadchinatheeswarar. Chola
king Aditya built a temple in sweet remembrance
of the turn of the tide in his favour and named
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it Aditeeswaram. The present name of the
presiding deity is Saadchinathar, and the
consort’s name is Kuraivilla Azhaki (Goddess
with unsurpassed beauty). However, it was
later changed to Thirupurambiyam
Saadchinatheeswarar.

The story starts with a merchant named
Aradhana Guptan who died under the Vanni
tree in this temple because of a snake bite.
The woman who accompanied him named
Rathnavali cried for help from the lord of the
temple. Thirugnanasambandhar, a renowned

devotee of lord Siva heard
the call of help. Sambhan
dar sang a special Theva
ram which made the
merchant alive again.
Thirugnanasambandhar
even conducted a wedding,

with lord Siva,the temple’s | pran Sivasuthan
madappally(place where Grade 6
the prasadam is prepared), Svilney

and Vanni tree for the
merchant and the woman.
The Tree as well as Llord Siva are all witnesses
of what happened. The temple’s name originates
from Satchi which means witness.

However, The merchant’s first wife couldn’t
take nor accept the wedding and as a result
lord Siva appeared right in front of her and
told her the entire truth. Even now we see
these witnesses at madurai temple. This incident
is known to be described in the Thiruvila
yadapuranam as well as the Silappadhikaram.
So Punnaivanadhar is called Satchinadhar here.
Sabarini thaliam the offering is the only offering
given to the goddess. This prasadam is known
for its ability to heal muscle discomfort, gout
and other pains.

Parikaram.

People believe problems due to court cases
will be resolved if the devotees worship the
lord in this temple.

Thennadu Note: By praying Sivan, you can
manage your vinai better and that may help
to have better life.

Arulmigu Basin Vinayagar Temple -

A Cultural Anchor for Tamils in Australia

The Arulmlgu Vmayagar Temple, Iocated
in The Basin, Victoria, is not just a place of
worship but a cultural treasure for Tamils living
far from their homeland. This temple has a
rich history and serves as a preservation ground
to their ancient culture. The roots of the
Arulmigu Vinayagar Temple are firmly planted
in the rich soil of Tamil heritage. It was
established to cater to the spiritual and cultural
needs of the growing Tamil diaspora in Victoria.

While we may not know the names of all
the founders but their shared vision and tireless
efforts were instrumental in bringing this
temple into existence. The temple’s creation
was a labor of the highest class, with the
founders working diligently to raise funds,
gather resources, and garner support from
the Tamil community and various organisations.
Their collective dream was to create a sacred
space where Tamils in Australia could reconnect

with their cultural heritage and
practice their faith. Support
for the Tamil Community: The
Arulmigu Vinayagar Temple
plays a pivotal role in the lives
of Tamils in Victoria, offering
them a sense of belonging and
connection to their roots.
Here are some of the ways
in which the temple provides
support to the Tamil
community. The temple
conducts daily rituals and

Siva. Vidhujan
Sivasuthan
Year 8
Melhourne, Victoria.

celebrations that allow Tamils to
cherish and promote their heritage.
The temple acts as a focal point for
the Tamil community. It fosters a
sense of togetherness, where Tamils
can come together, share their
experiences, and forge meaningful
connections. Some temples even
provide Tamil language classes and
cultural education, helping younger
generations maintain their linguistic
and cultural ties.

In conclusion, the Arulmigu

prayers, offering Tamils a
serene place to worship and
seek blessings from Pillayar, a revered deity
in Tamil culture. During significant Tamil festivals
and cultural events, the temple becomes a
vibrant hub of activity. It hosts traditional
music, dance performances, and cultural

L‘“u'

Vinayagar Temple in The Basin,
Victoria, is more than just a place of worship;
it’s a cultural lifeline for Tamils living in Australia.
Established by dedicated individuals with a
shared vision, this temple stands as a symbol
of the Tamil community’s determination to
preserve their cultural heritage and religious
traditions. It offers a spiritual haven where
Tamils can find solace, rediscover their roots,
and celebrate their unique identity. The history
of this temple is a testament to the resilience
and unity of the Tamil community, and it
continues to be a beacon of support and cultural
enrichment for Tamils in Australia.
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Eliminate Sin with Thurumurai: Sutramodu Patruaval

Thiruchchittrampalam
To have better education, kids are recommended to sing this Thevaram
daily to reduce the impact of the sin associated with them. One the
impact of sin is reduced or eliminated they will have better life including
education. (Video Song - https://youtu.be/zH_Tnem__as)

sutramodu patruavai thuyakku ara aruththu
kutramil kunankalodu koodum adiyaarkal
matravarai vaanavartham vaan ulakam éttrak
katravan iruppathu karuppariya loore.

vandu anaisei konrai athu vaar sadaikal mele
kondu anaisei kolam athu kol-aravinodum

vindu anaisei mummathilum veelthara or ampaal
kandavan iruppathu karuppariya loore.

véthamodu véthiyarkal vélvi muthalaaka
pothinodu pothumalar kondu punaikinra
naathan-ena nalirul-mun aadukulai thaalum
kaathavan iruppathu karuppariya loore.

madampadu malaikku iraivan mankai oru pankan
udampinai vidakkaruthi ninra maraiyonaith
thodarnthu anavu kaalan uyir kaalaoru kaalaal
kadanthavan iruppathu karuppariya loore.

oruththi umai-yodum orupaakam athuvaaya
niruththan avan neethi avan niththan neriaaya
viruththan avan vétham ena ankam avai 6thum
karuththavan iruppathu karuppariya loore.

vinnavarkal vetpu arasu petramakal meiththén
panamarum menmoliyinaalai anaivippaan
enni varum kaaman udal véva erikaalum
kannavan iruppathu karuppariya loore.

aathi adiyaip-paniya appodu malarch-sér
sothi oli nalpukai valarkku vadupukkuth

theethuseya vanthu anaiyum anthakan arankak
kaathinan iruppathu karuppariya loore.

vaaintha pukal vinnavarum mannavarum ancha
paainthu amar seium tholil ilankai nakar vénthatku
éyntha puyam aththanaiyum itruvila melnaal
kaainthavan iruppathu karuppariya looreé.

paranthu athu niranthu-varu paai-thiraiya Gangai
karanthu or sadai mél-misai ukanthu avalai vaiththu
niranthara niranthu iruvar nédi ariyaamal
karanthavan iruppathu karuppariya loore.

attram maraiyaa amanar aatham ili puththar
sotram ariyaathavarkal sonna solai vidduk
kutram ariyaatha perumaan kokudik koyil
katru ena iruppathu karuppariya loore.

nalantharu punalpukali gnana sampanthan
kalanthavar karuppariyan méya kadavullai
palamtharu thamilk-kilavi paththum ivai kattru
valamtharum avarkku vinaivaadal elithu aame.
Thiruchchittrampalam

Does the Lord Almighty exist

A visit to the Temple festlval

A famous temple is situated towards the western side of our
village. A perennial river flows near the temple. Coconut groves
adorn the river banks. The steps on the river bank make it easier for
the people to get into the river to have a dip in it.

During temple festival seasons we used to go to the temple with
kith and kin. Before entering the temple for worship, we used to
have a cool dip in the river and smear holy ash(Thiruneeru) on our
forehead. Every year the annual temple festival used to be celebrated
during the months of March-April (Panguni, as per Tamil calendar).
It used to begin the day after the new moon and culminate with
prayer on the full moon day. Thousands of devotees from far and
near used to throng to the temple for worshiping the Lord during
that temple’s festival.

During those days, a temporary fair used to be held near the
temple. It was the greatest attraction for the young and old alike.
Crowd pulling carnivals, small shops displaying all kinds of eatables
and toys used to lure the people. Toy shops were a great attraction
for children like me. Generally we used to play with toys made of
reed, blow bubbles through them till they burst and enjoy ourselves
to the hilt.

This year also, | went to the annual temple festival accompanied
by my parents. | was nostalgic about the old days. Lots of new toys
on display caught my attention.l bought a beautiful wooden multi-
coloured aero-plane, a photograph of the father of our nation with

his spinning wheel
(Raattinam/Carousel), and
a picture of Lord Muruga
seated on a peacock.

| enquired the
shopkeeper about who
made these products and
where they were made. |
" learnt that they were made

< by different people at

different places. The toy

aero-plane was made at Pondicherry by a skilful carpenter. The
photograph of Mahatma Gandhi with his spinning wheel was printed
in Pune in North India. The Picture of Lord Muruga was a copy of a
painting by a famous artist in a press at Chennai.

These answers triggered my thinking. Each and every item had
a beauty of its own. All of them were made by somebody. They were
not self-created . Engrossed in that thought | returned home.
Saiva Philosophy Reference: That which exists has no action without
an actor; world is a created entity and it has a creator - (Ullatharku
Seyvonindri...)’ - Sivajnanan Botham 1, Aphorism 2 is explained in
this story.
Concept via Stories (Source & Reference — Saiva Siththantham, A
way of Life by Kovai Kizhar)
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