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The Exemplary Life of
Shri S. Sivasaravanabavan

TN

T T e .

Shri S. Sivasaravanabavan (S.5), highly admired and
fondly remembered by all, departed from this world
on 9th November 2015 at the age of 82 vyears. It is
doubtful that his beloved wife and children would have
come to terms with the reality of his death even by now.
His numerous old students, relatives and friends who
knew him closely would also still miss him a lot ,for, so
deeply etched in their minds is the memory about him,
his exemplary life & his notable accomplishments.

He was born on 28th February 1933 as the second
son of the couple of Sivashri Sivasubramania Kurukkal
and Sountharampal at Karainagar, the home-town
of his mother. His maternal grandfather was closely
associated with the famous Sivan Temple at Karainagar
known as Eelaththu Sithambaram. But the young
Sivasaravanabavan grew up at Kantharodai and had
his early education at a primary school there. He had
his secondary education at Skanthavarothaya College,
Kantharodai where he was exposed to an environment
that enlightened him on the path ahead for a keen
and enthusiastic student like him. Though there was
a break in his educational journey after his secondary
education, driven by his inner urge to scale greater
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heights he soon resumed it and entered
the reputed Madras Christian College
affiliated to the University of Madras to
pursue his higher studies in the Arts.

After graduation from the Madras
Christian College, he returned to Sri
Lanka and began his teaching career as a
graduate teacher. The choice of teaching
as his career stood him in good stead right-
throughout his life helping him rise as a
Grade-1 School Principal and flourish as
a well-known literary figure, in the course
of time. As he established himself as an
outstanding teacher, he pursued his post-
graduate studies in the field of education
earning a Diploma- in- Education first
and a Masters Degree later on. He ended
up as the Principal of the well- known
Vaitheeshwara College, Jaffna.

He had previously served many other
schools including Senkuntha Hindu College
(Kalviyankadu)andUsanRamanathanMaha
Vidyalayam. He got his first appointment
as Principal when he was attached to the
latter school. The time he served at Usan
Ramanathan Maha Vidyalayam along with
many other unforgettable teachers like
Mr.l.Varatharajah (1.V) and the late Mr. V.K.
Nadarajah (V.K.N) was perhaps the most
eventful period in the history of this school,
so much so that it could be described as a
Golden Era.{ V.K.N became the principal
of the school before S.S and |V after S.S
). It was at Usan Ramanathan MV ( in
the early/ mid Seventies) that numerous
students from rural backgrounds including
myself got the opportunity of being
taught and guided by these remarkable
teachers through the G.C.E O/L and A/L
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classes which enabled many of them to
successfully undertake their higher studies
and achieve steady progress in their
respective careers/ lives later on.

Shri S.Sivasaravanabavan had many
qualities of a good and effective teacher
and was equipped with the required
teaching skills. He was quite unassuming
and affable even towards his students and
the students felt quite at home with him
in the classroom. This created an excellent
environment for inter-active learning. In
fact, whether by nature or otherwise, he
moved ahead of others and also ahead
of time in adopting a student - friendly
approach in teaching which made him not
only popular but also successful. He did not
believe in spoon-feeding nor did he burden
the students with too much of homework
etc. He was an effective facilitator of
learning and a source of guidance rather
than a typical school teacher.

He had the knack for lucidly explaining
and simplifying difficult things. One of the
subjects he taught us was English Language
and | would like to place it on record here
that it was he who laid the foundation for
whatever competence his students like
me have attained in the English Language.
He unravelled to us- those of his students
who were keen- the “mystery” of English
Grammar through a limited number of
lessons delivered when we were preparing
for our G.C.E. O/L Examination .He was
equally good and effective in teaching
other subjects such as History and Tamil
Literature and made all types of learning/
reading materials in his possession
freely available to us .He encouraged
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free thinking among his students and
commended them for convincing new
explanations and interpretations in areas
such as appreciation of Classical Tamil
Literary Works .

He was, as is well-known, much more
than a school teacher/ principal. His
services to the student community and
his contributions to the development of
the schools which he served in different
capacities are of immeasurable value.
There are successful teachers, principals,
lecturers, writers, administrators and other
professionals among his old students. But
a larger number of people from all parts of
Sri Lanka remember him as a remarkable
‘creative  writer who enriched the local
Tamil Literary Scene especially in the 60’s
and the 70’s and perhaps, he was and is
better known by the name “Sitpi” giving
him a distinct identity as a literary figure
than by his real name. He was a successful
novelist with a few good novels to his
credit. A number of short stories written
by him were published in local Journals
including his own Kalaichchelvi as well
as in prominent Indian Journals such as
Kalaimahal. He made his mark as a poet too
and among his remarkable poetic works is
the School Anthem of my old school, Usan
Ramanathan Maha Vidyalayam.

We as G.C.E O/L and A/L students got a
lot of opportunities to develop our public
speaking skills during our school days, as
a result of the numerous programmes
and competitions organized by our
school with the active involvement of Shri
Sivasaravanabavan. There was even an
English Literary Association established
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in the school on his initiative. He brought
prominent personalities/speakers such
as Messrs Thevan & Sivaramalingham
(Jaffna Hindu College) and Rasikamani
Kanagasenthinathan to grace important
school events as guest speakers. Pleasant
memories of these exciting school events
where we ourselves were able to make
our debut and prove our mettle in public
speaking through welcome speeches and
vote of thanks etc.are still fresh in our
minds. Shri Sivasaravanapavan who had
excellent language abilities was himself
a remarkable speaker both in Tamil and
in English with a micro phonic voice and
clear articulation which made him a much
sought- after speaker at different fora
particularly in the North.

Shri Sivasaravanabavan was a vibrant
and versatile personality with a likeable
character. There was nothing he tried
his hands on unsuccessfully. He was
successful not only in his teaching career
and his literary endeavours but also in life
in general. He was a caring husband and
a loving father who duly discharged his
responsibilities as the head of the family
which is evident from the impressive
educational achievements and the steady
career progress of his three sons. By and
large, he lived a happy, contented and
meaningful life surmounting the obstacles
he faced and striking the right balance
between his family life an the one hand and
his career and personal interests on the
other. He endeared everyone who came
into contact with him and had a wide circle
of friends, well-wishers and acquaintances
in addition to the large number of grateful
old students.
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On this occasion of his first death
anniversary, he is remembered by his
family members with gratitude for his
love, affection and support and by his
relatives, friends, old students and others
with appreciation of  his invaluable
services and his remarkable life & work.
In this context, the important role
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played in silence by his beloved wife Mrs.
Saraswathy Sivasaravanabavan through
her support, co-operation and sacrifices
should also be duly acknowledged . It is
said that behind the success of every man
there is a woman; so was it in the case of
Shri Sivasaravanabavan too.

T.Govinthadas
(Retired Chief Manager-HNB)
An Old Student.
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