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MESSAGE FROM EDUTCATION
INTERNATIONAL

El is saddened of the sudden death of Mr.
Panchalingam. Senior Assistant General Secretary of Ceylon
‘Tamil Teachers Union on 6" April. 2008.

Mr. Panchalingam was a passionate trade union leader
and a friend of Education International.

Fred van Leeuwen, General Secretary of Education
[nternational and I still remember the excellent arrangements
and plans he made when Fred van Leeuwen and I visited
Jaffna to observe the devastation of the 2004 Tsunami and
develop relief programmes.

[ am sure the teachers of Sn Lanka and we in
Education International mourn the loss of this outstanding
teacher trade unionist who contributed a lot in defending
Trade Union Rights and improving the Quality of Public
Education in Sri1 Lanka.

Please convey the condolences of Mr. Fred van
Leeuwen and the El Board to the family of Mr. Panchalingam.

The Ceylon Tamil Teachers Union has lost a good

trade union leader. W

Aloysius Mathews
Chief Coordinator
Education International

g 2 Aaypil ION ! i
Date: 227 April. 2008 dsia Pecific
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CONDELENCE MESSAGE

Dear family members, friends. brother and sisters,

We received the news about departure of our dear
friend Bro. T. Panchalingam with deep regret. He lived all his
life to defend trade union freedoms and cope with all Kinds
of violations courageously and expressing real union values.
He stood always on the side of teachers in all crises that they

have experienced.

Our association with him over the years helped FES
to proliferate its trade union education activities in the jaffna
peninsula, thus empowering thousands of struggling workers.
His demise is a great loss to trade unions and particularly to
the Tamil teachers of Sri Lanka and the CTTU.

Even with a stressful and tight schedule, he was
always ready to provide support, insightful advice and
encouragement to those who are in need. He also worked with
strong moral principles and professionalism. We are going to
miss him a lot.

May he rest in peace and the loving memory of him

will inspire us in our future work!

Joachim Schiuetter
Resident Representative
FES Sri Lanka
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CONDELENCE MESSAGE

Dear family members, friends, brother and sisters,

I am profoundly saddened at the sudden and untimely
death of Bro.T.Panchalingam.

Bro. Panchalingam was truly one of those rare people
who touched the lives of so many of us and many more he
never met. [ was devastated to hear the news and still cannot
believe he has gone and that 1 will never be able to call him
up for advice or support or simply to talk about the important

things of our common goals.

He was a caring, compassionate, charming, principled,
Personable, wise and diplomatic person [ have met and
managed (o combine humour, wisdom and an unwavering

commitment to human rights in all his work and words.

He was a strong pillar of strength to the CTTU and
Tamil teachers of Sri Lanka. His sincere efforts and all
endeavours certainly made CTTU a formidable and a
representative  organisation capable of serving the battered
Tamil teachers of the country.

[ will miss him dreadfully and my heart goes outto
his family, the CTTU and friends whom | know he truly loved

and regarded as the foundation of his life.

e

1
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He was not only a tremendous force for good for
workers and ordinary people but a great individual to work
with and a trusted friend.

1 remember of this quote - "Death is not the greatest
loss in life. The greatest lossis what diesinside us while we
live" | think Bro.Pancha never lost what many of us all do -
hope. spirit and integrity - may his memory help guide us all
in life.

I extend my deepest sympathies to his family. the
CTTU and friends who have lost such a dearly loved one.

S. H. A. Mohamed
Programme Officer.
FES Sri Lanka

Education, c¢'est delivrance.
Education is freedom.
- ANDRE GIDE, Journal

g g
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ANNAS DEATH A BIG BLOW TO THE
TAMIL NATION

With deep sorrow and regret we received the news of the
death of ourelder brother (Anna), Thambipillai Panchalingam.

The news about Anna has shattered our hearts. People are
devastated. Everyone I' ve talked to can't believe it. We' ve losta
person who's put in so much to the Tamil Community. "We' re all
heartbroken. He was an amazing man,” said my mother
Tharmalingam Thangamma, who 1s his aunt.

His blessed soul must have gone up to the garden of God.
His life was full of great achievements and much unselfish giving
to hisbeloved people.

My family and 1 had great respect and appreciation for
Anna. e was an example whose decency, life, work, and
conduct we all should emulate.

What a beautiful soul Anna had and how we will miss
him.

He was so energetic and effective. We' Il never know why
Godcalled himat the prime of his life.

We will miss the strength and confidence he brought to the
community; it won't be the same without him. He was always
willing to help and advise. He was always speaking up for his
people.

‘This was the way he lived and this was the way he died.

Anna had an outstanding spirit; He occupied a
distinguished position in the leadership of the Jaffna Education
Department. where he was the Assistant Director of
Education.

74

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



He was also the senior Assistant Secretary for the Sri
Lankan Tamil Teachers Association.

Anna touched the lives of students, teachers and staff
across the Jaffna school district. His vision to bring change in
our society through education, his determination to upgrade
higher education standards in every part of Sri Lanka, and his very
encouraging, mild and friendly disposition are matchless and
irreplaceable.

The Sri Lankan Tamil Teachers Association and Jaftna
Education Department were certainly, making commendable
progress under his leader ship, As a member in our community, we
had learnt so much from him, and still need to remember the
practical lessons he has taught us through his commitment
and hard work!

We share your pain with vour great loss, and also offer
our heartfelt condolences and our sincere brotherly support.

He has left a hole in our hearts that we will never be
able to fill.

His death is a big loss to his family, to the community,
and to theentire Tamil Nation.

Tharmalingam Langeswaran,

CGA ( Canada), B.Com (Hons ).

Income Tax/GST Tax Auditor,

Underground Economy

Canada Revenue Agency ( Government of Canade)
237 Queen Mary Drive, Brampion. Ontario, L 7A 3L6
Hone 905- 4952395 Bus: 416- 4105400

Fmail:  langeswaran @ rogers. con
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