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Mr. A. S. Gunaratnam Functioned as an Asst. Director of Sports
and Asst. Director of Youth Affairs in the North East Provincial Coun-
cil for a considerably long period.

He started his career as a Sports Officer Serving in the remote
areas of Anurathapura, Vavuniya and Mullaithivu. His contribution to
the development of sports in these areas is still remembered by the
lovers of sports.

He was a colorful personality in sports who was ever willing to
help a sportsman to achieve his best. His talents were recognized at the
National level and he accompanied the Sri Lankan Athletic teams as
the Manager of the 10" World Athletic Meet 2005 held in Finland
early this year. He was also Manager of the Sri Lankan team that
participated in the 10" Asian athletic meet held in Bangkok in 2002.

At the time of his death, he was holding the positions of the Asst.
Secretary of the Sri Lanka Athletic Association and committee
member of the National Football Referee Association.

Mr. A. S. Gunaratnam was highly respected by the officers of the
North East Provincial Council. Apart from being a talented sportsman,
he was very talented in organizing activities and ceremonies and
making the best out of challenging situations. He has been a Tower of
strength to the administration of the Provincial Ministry of Education,
North East Province and his absence will be felt for many more years
to dawn in future.

May his soul attain Moksha! W

R. Thiagalinkam
Secretary
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A. S. Gunaratnam the Gentlemanly Sports Leader

Even though I was away in Malaysia when our dear friend and
colleague in Football federation Mr.A.S.Gunaratnam passed away quite
unexpectedly. I was in constant communication with Federation
officials to provide all facilities for this recovery as I was first informed
he was hospitalized. The news about his death did make me very sad
as I miss Guna as we call him. I was quick to communicate with Football
Federation Staff to do all we could do to assist in funeral arrangements
which was done quite satisfactorily. The death just two days later did
strike me as being like a loss of a family member in this instance in the
sports Family, in our case the soccer family. In this hour of grief yet as
aresponsibility to a good friend and associate in sports administration.
I convey to his family that we are partners with them in their sorrow
and will be with them to honour a sports official who was very committed.

Soccer players, administrators will miss our dear friend Guna. During
nearly 30 years of association with Guna I came to know him quite
intimately. It is his positive role as a link with the deserving soccer
players and sports circles that Guna played a very decisive role . As
many of us know for a long period due to unfortunate circumstances
soccer development could not be forged as desired in North and East.
Both the Football Federation and I needed some dedicated
representatives to take the message of our programs and our
development activities to North and East. The void needed to be filled
and I was fortunate to have the services of Guna who filled this role
very productively and made soccer development and its message and
programs more realistic in this part of Sri Lanka. This is the link that
we now miss with his untimely death. He added more flavor as a
message of peace and unity between the southern and northern
environments usually making his point very clearly and boldly to bring
us closer to realities of what sports does as a leveler of many things,
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in this instance bridging any gaps that war there in sports circles
between the southern part and North and East. I was also fortunate to
have Guna playing a major role in discussion and at meetings making
very positive contributions. He was articulate and precise in making his
points of views known to others, always ensuring that there were no
divisions. He had in his heart the love for sports and would sometimes
make his views known if there was any thing that needed as advise.

We in the soccer administration and soccer players miss a true
sporting Gentlemen who played his part well. We will remember Guna
for a long time for his friendly ways and disposition and for his services
I am sure most of us will not hesitate to be of sacrifice if there are
needs that have to be met for his loved ones he left behind.

We hope we will have more people like Guna in sports!

Manilal Fernando
Vice President Asian Football federation
Vice President National Olympic Committer Sri Lanka.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Tribute to Late A. S. Gunaratnam

Most sports enthusiasts in sports like athletics, Soccer miss this very
genial Sports administrator and sports promoter who. It is big loss to
sports at time when his services were mostly needed he left us.

As assistant secretary of the Athletics association of Sri Lanka the
last post he held until his untimely death “Gunam” as he was mostly
called by all of us, made a sizable contribution to work of AA. At
every meeting of the Members or any other meeting or function
Gunam stood out as one who would touch upon any subject and bring
his point out loud and clear.

He had little or no enemies if one were to state about his position as
an Administrator as we normally find in present sports circles,
sometimes divisions, and we face situations when two sides do hammer
out at each other most of time bringing into focus very disappointingly
personal life and criticism out of proportion. We did not find such
situations when we talk about our Dear Gunam.

Gunam had a very close relationship with Dr. N. Ethiriveerasingham
now domiciled in States and was always motivating Etheri to assist
athletes in Sri Lanka and this was not confined only to those in North
and East but other parts of Sri Lanka

He was not only a great contributor to discussions but also Gunam
an administrator who added his value as a manager He was called
upon to manage teams the last being the posting as manager of the Sri
Lanka athletics team to Helsinki with the top athletes. Wherever he
went he made his mark mixing freely with people always with a friendly
smile that made Gunam a person one rarely would forget.

We miss Gunam as he was a very friendly person who mixed with
all communities sometimes though being a Tamil. We felt he was more
Singhalese as he was very friendly with his associates calling each
person by his her name in sinhala and making them feel as close as
each other.

As a very dutiful family man a good devoted father he was always
concerned about the welfare particularly of his sons and treated them like
friends Many times we had to listen sometimes repeatedly Gunam boasting
about his sons and their achievements, that he was proud of them.

May his soul rest in peace. We will really miss him for a long time

F. D. Pinnewale
Secretary General AA Sri Lanka
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