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He who understands his duty to
society truly lives....

Mr Theivendram was born on the 20th March 1938, the second
child of seven and the eldest son of Mr.Ponnampalam and his wife
Masilamani. His early life was quiet as his father was a proud but
humble farmer in Urumpirai. He assumed an early sense of
responsibility for his siblings—helping his father harvest and sell crops
at the local market before school. It was this sense of duty instilled ata
young age that would guide him so well through the rest of his life.

After studying at Urumpirai Hindu College, he decided that a
better life awaited elsewhere. In 1959, following a brief stint in
Malaysia, he decided to pursue the opportunities that lay in the UK, a
land in where he was a total stranger. He was not fluent in the language;
nor was he familiar with the country. He decided to move in 1961 and
after travelling by ship for 3 weeks he arrived in the UK. Housing and
social conditions were tough at the time. “No coloureds” signs in
windows were common, the culture was different and the food was
bland. However after a few months, he eventually settled in Ealing.
This decision, to move to the UK, not only defined his direct
descendants but also paved the way for many others to be able to make
the long journey to the UK. Being one of the earliest, he used the
experience he had gathered to guide, support and reassure many other
men. He soon began working at the Metropolitan Police as an electrical
technician. However the sense of incompleteness was strong. He began
saving money for a plane ticket back to Sri Lanka and in 1965 he took
his beloved Vasantharany, a close childhood friend and neighbor as his
wife. They travelled back to London together and soon after,
welcomed their child Anuratha into the world closely followed by their
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first son Anuraj. With family life blossoming. He began focusing on his
career. To survive in those days means to work, work and work more.
He took two jobs and at times three, as a driving instructor in the early
mornings and evenings. In 1976, the family moved away from their
Ealing home and to a new home in Greenford where a few years later
their child Arunan was born.

The 1983 riots in Sri Lanka would have a deep and significant
impact on all Sri Lankans at home and abroad. Following the violence
in his homeland he felt he could not ignore the many thousands of
Children that had been orphaned and displaced. He wanted to give
comfort and the opportunity for a better life to those left destitute. It
became clear to him that basic necessities were needed to improve the
quality of lives for thousands of peoples. So in 1986 he approached a
few friends and together they formed the Tamil Orphans Trust (TOT).
Later that year, during the early stages of the brutal war, at a time when
people were being warned not to visit Sri Lanka he travelled to the
North and East to witness the extent to which his beloved home country
had been affected. He witnessed desperate and heart-breaking scenes,
which further galvanised his sprit to help. He understood that several
children’s homes in the region had been destroyed, and thousands of
Children were struggling to begin their lives amidst violence and
poverty, with this in mind, the charity focused its energies on providing
food, clothing and shelter for the most vulnerable. Over the years, as
the charity grew in size, it was able to provide land for Children’s homes
and financial support for various projects. For the children involved, it
provided comfort, family and a sense of belonging in a caring
environment. A key aspect and one of high importance to him was to
encourage the Children’s homes to be self-sufficient so that they did not
have to depend on charity. He was keen to emphasise that the TOT does
not have any racial, religious or political affiliations. Rather, it was an
organization set up to help children ravaged by the war to give them a

Xii1

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



measurc of the opportunities his own children had. Various methods of
i ad- raising were tried and tested- musical functions, clothes drop-
offs, the annual TOT Calendar sales all of which cnabled the TOT to
help hundreds of orphans. He and his wife visited the orphanages that
were being supported in Northern and Eastern Sri Lanka including the
one close to his heart — Karunai [llam which was fully supported by the
TOT. We know he was very grateful for all the support and
commitment of the community to follow his viston, many of whom
became lifclong friends.

He was always a spiritual man and regularly visited Highgate
Murugan temple in North London. Another desire of his would lead
him to invite a few other likeminded religious friends to realise together
the dream ¢ {'setting up the first temple in West London. The temple, he
explained, was not only for prayer but to offer the chance to gather for
charity and to offer a community for the growing Tamil population in
West London. After consulting Swami Siva chariar Sambamoorthy
who blessed the idea and suggested the name, the inauguration of the
Kanaga Thurkai Amman Temple took place on 10th August 1991 at the
Honeybun center, Harrow. As devotees increased over time, the
temple moved to Shackleton Hall in Southall following which the deity
donated from Wimbledon Shree Ghanapathy temple was housed with
him until a permanent Amman temple was able to move to its
permanent home on Chapel Road. Ealing. From its inception, he had
been a trustee and had been deeply involved in decision-making at the
temple, guiding it along in the correct direction even up to his last few
months. He acted with the best interests of the temple at heart, not
seeking the spotlight, although it often found him. He was also always
very encouraging of others and did not shy away from responsibility.
Never one to sitback and let the job take care of'itself, his determination
and hard work will always remain a foundation of the Ealing Amman
Temple.
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Thoughout his life his wife remained unwavering in loyalty by
his side, they spoke on every subject and she was his closest and most
trusted friend and confidante. In 2006 his fighting spirit was again put to
the test as he suffered a severe heart attack. Doctors at the time said
they were amazed that he survived with no life debilitating side effects.
This led to bypass surgery and in his typical style became friends with
the surgeon who had saved his life. His final year was dogged by a
deterioration of health. However with each hospital visit, he showed
tremendous vitality to keep getting back up and keep on fighting.

He was decent, kind and a selfless person and to the end he
remained a stalwart of the Tamil community for which he sacrificed so
much. He never fully recognized himself as the quietly inspirational

figure he was to so many.

Courtesy : Ponmana Chelvar
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& Real Education Y
Education is not the amount of Information that is put
into your brain and runs riot there, undigested all your life. We
must have life-building, man-making, character-making,
assimilation of ideas. If you have assimilated five ideas and
make them your life and character, you have more education
then any man who has got by heart a whole library. If education
were identical with information, the libraries would be the
greatestsages in the world and encyclopaedias the Rishis.
K - Swami Vivekananda )
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Books are my best friends

All human beings yearn for friends. But genuine friends are not
common. This is because friends are unfaithful or changeable or death
may separate them. Happy is the man who acquires the habit of reading
while he is young. It is just like acquiring a life-long source of pleasure.
He will never be lonely. He always has a pleasant occupation during his
leisure. The piles of books we have are really better then the choicest
gold or silver. Having books is indeed like owning great treasures.of
knowledge, noble thoughts and high ideals.

The blessings which the reading habit confers on the possessor
are many if he chooses the right kind of pleasure. Some books like
fiction are read only for pleasure. But these are not good at all times. Itis
Just like eating cakes and sweet meats. As we need plain wholesome
food for a healthy body, so mustwe have serious reading for the mind.
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My name is Uthayakirushalini.
My mother’s name is Sarojini.
My father’s nameis
Krushnarajah.
I have a sister.
Her name is Nithurshana.
[ am studying at
J/Urumpirai Hindu College
My favourite food is milkrice.
I am twelve years old.
My favourite drink is
orange juice.
Thave a pet dog.
Ilike drama and Theatre most.
I want to be a teacher one day.

K. Uthayakrushalini
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Jg@ne) et e bs GOOUSDS BLES Gauatinl SHHae SMaEmiulL gl
Sagyld Seue UgdEL Ajasams 6ll_cliciaer. JeueT LMLETER BISSHDE
CeaimBUTE B 6esULUSEHD BHHEE. JHs USSESHE Saelnisd “apiano
waGomashe soLdeame” ksl USsesHd Saamer’ Gurarm SApud
S@BSTeT. HeUEHD &enIlIuL(h Uig &g par@ardiara.

Sauet Rafl erarer Gelw Gaati aain ShHSsUL CFain Clanait
Bopsner. Apsl unasuied 9o QUia] BLES (PIQWMDE BHLIbS aubST]. SHeuel
aiBsl Quiuabee 2 g6l Aeuigner. kst cufiwe) Sauaer undl ellarHigsm.
SieueT ST auIMHens auendHenns sadiamer. ks GUflue] Sieuende 2-Fei clewiw
QmBEY, Hauaer Sibs GUfueu] Uigss anaissn. SaueT UigSg heded Hlaneoani
elidanmet. @p Semoms Redeld s, DG sGE@aE Bedeod eaim GUwW
maugsel. saraartl Bumed sedFluL L VeaeTaand Barambgl Ligss 2 gellama.
Sieualt Jiga 2snl e DHPEE L HSNE.

5. HEnIFlur
HITID - 11

My Shadow

I have a Little shadow that goes
in and out with me
And what can be the use of him
is more than I can see
He is very, very like me from
the heels up to the head
And I see him jump before me
When I jump in to bed
P. Shathana
Grade - 09
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