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|_etter PFrom “The EJitor

THERE IS AT LAST, A RESPONSE from the Ministry of Fisheries in a form
of a registered letter datad April 27, 1978 to the Editor. !t was from the
Director/Development, Ministry of Fisheries and we have published it in
this issue. His statement admits that fish is expensive and supplies are short
but with the patronising air of officialdom says that “it was not for the rea-
sons” suggested by Tribune. We make po claims to infallibility or to a
monopoly of wisdom as to why fish has become expensive or scarce. We
had only put forward various reasons our readers, reporters and investiga-
tors had suggested for the sad state of affairs in our fishing industry. The
Director/Development repeats a number of reasons why fish is expensive
and scarce—reasons which have been repeated ad nauseum in the daily press.
Many of thege factors were operative in 1974, 1975, 1976 and 1977 and yet
fish was neither so expensive nor so short. That is why we looked for other
reasens and in the first of our articles on 18.3.78 we raised queries about
the correctness or otherwise of rumours that the Corporation’s trawlers
had been leased to some foreign entreprencur. VWe did not have the faintest
idea—nor did anyone else in the public—that licences had also been given
to foreign companies to trawler-fish cutside a 25-mile limit. When the
Minister revealed that he hoped that 409 catch from these foreign trawlers
would make fish plentiful and cheap, it came to us and many others as a
bombshell. Why did the Ministry not reveal earlier to the public and
press that licences had been granted to foreign trawlers! Why this secrecy!
And the royalty rates per ton appear to be scandalously low. The Director/
Development now says fish is expensive and scarce. But the public will
. recall the Ministerial statements just before New Year that there were
buffer stocks of 34,000 tons of fish (Ceylon Daily News, April 3) and that there
were plentiful supplies (Observer, April 5) that would be available to the
public before Mew Year at fixed prices (Ceylon Daily Mirror, April 11). All
these proved to be just plain wishful thinking, just fables. If the Minister,
instead of talking about buffer stocks hiad told the public what the Director/
Development now says (fish is expensive and scarcel, the public would have
welcomed the Ministerial admission and sought to co-operate with him in
finding ways and means of ending the sorry state of affairs in the fishing in=-
dustry. Instead of that, the daily press, which had no alternative but to
echo official stories, however unbelisvable, was inundated with sunshine
stories about buffer stocks brought in by licensed foreign trawlers, about
plentiful fish and ministerially fixed (cheap) prices. The Director/
Deyelopment has not answered many queries we have raised and which
trouble the public. Instead be follows the played-out propaganda tactic of
blaming the last regime (nearly 10 months after Dharmista) for the pregents
difficulties, and ending with the customary bureaucratic homily to the
Tribune about not indulging in “insinuations’” which cannot be substantiated,
and self-righteously proclaiming that the Ministry welcomed * “frank criti
cism”. The one and only way of dealing with criticism and even insinuations
is to answer truthfully the queries raised and not to preach ssrmons on
jourpalistic ethics. Can the Director/Development even at this stage, at
Jeast tell the zublic why the Minister said that fish would be plentiful And
cheap before the New Year and for ever thereafter and he (Director/Deve-
lopment) not talks about fish being expensive and scarce! On the mor-
ning of Tussday, May 2, immediately after the news broadcast a special
announcement from the Fisheries Corporation that three or four varie-
ties of popular fish would be sent to seven or eight corporation outlets
in Colomboto be so'd at (fixed) cheap prices. |t was also stated that se-
veral hundred pounds of packeted “Ceyfish” would also be sent for sale.

By the time our investigators went to these stalls in the morning they
were told that the fish was "sold out'. Who were the lucky to get thig
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

® May Day & Growing
Pessimism |

Colombo, May 2,

In spite of fears to the contrary
in certain quarters, May Day pas-
sed off peacefully without any in-
cidents. Every party and organi-
sation that wanted to hold a rally,

meeting or a procession was per- °

mitted to do so. The SLBC ip its
newscasts did pot Elackout the
meeting of any party and even
mentioned some of the criticisms
against the government. The Daily
News and other Lake House papers
gave a fair coverage of all meeting-
and speeches, though unders-
tandably prominence and empha-
sis was given to the UNP rally
on Galle Face Green and to its
cultural show, because apart from
everything else it was the biggest
of all the rallies in Colombo,

May Day 1978 was undoubtedly
in sharp contrast to what took place
in recent years when the SLBC
and the government-controlled
media blacked out news of meet-
ings of all parties and organisations
except the ruling party and its
allies. Another notable difference
was that the use of buses to bring
its supporters to town by all poli-
tical parties had been banned,
though the special bus and traip
services in addition to the normal
services were operated in order
to transport commuters (and those
coming to the rallies). In the past,
not only was the eptire fleet of
the CTB *“allotted” to differént
parties (the ruling party no doubt

getting the bulk), but all govern-

ment and corporation lorries were
also used by the government part-
ies to carry persons to Colombo
to swell the crowds at their rally.
The abuse of the state.owned
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_transport was,not confined to May

Day but was extended to all political
rallies and meetings in Colombo
and the oytstation.s The UNP
government must be congratulated
for stopping this practice.

The domipant political keynote
theme at the government's (UNP)
rally was the avowed and openly
proclaimed  intention to de-
politicalise May Day. The Presi-
dent in his speech, "‘asked the
people of this country not to treat
May Day as a day of political ri-
valry as in the past but to emulate
the examples of the celebrations
in the Soviet Upion and China
where the day was a day of natienal
celebration. May Days in the past
in this country had been used to hurl
abuse at rival political parties and
disrupt normal life. Vicious slo-
gans, sometimes rank filth, were
used by all political parties at ral-
lies and processions. He said it
was because of this that the Gov-
ernment had decided to comme-
morate International Worker
Day differently and had invited
all trade upion organisations to
participate in celebrating May Day
on a common platform and seek
solutions to the problems facing
the workers and the rest of the
country.”” The UNP (and the Gov-
ernment) carried this intention into
actual practice by staging a major
cultural show at the rally.

The Prime Minister R. Prema-
dasa, made an appeal for national
unity but he sprang a surprise
by reading a letter from Felix R,
Dias Bandaranaike (former Minis-
ter of lustice—among other things)
in which he stated that the “dra-
copian’” CJC Act was suggested
and drafted by Mr. Victor Tenne-
koon when he was the Attorpey
General.

Mr. Premadasa, commenting op
this letter, quite correctly pointed
out, that: (l) Mr. Bandaranaike
admitted that the laws he had

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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De-politicalising May Day

drafted were draconian; (2) he was
belatedly trying to put blame to
the former Attorney General, Mr.
Victor  Tennekocopn—whom  this
government, Mr. Bandaranaike
said, had made the Chairman of
the Law Commission; (3) it was
an abusrd contention because no
government was ever forced to
accept a draft by an Attorpey-Gepe-
ral who was only a public servant;
(4) Mr. Felix R. D, Bapdaranaike,
had, in his capacity as Minister of
Justice, introduced the law in
the NSA; apd (5) it was wrong and
puerile for FRDB to say that the
CIC Act was not his sin but the
sin of a public servant.

This letter and the comments
were no doubt a pelitical sensa-
tion of the highest magnitude,
but many feel that in keeping with
the spirit of de-politicalising
May Day Mr. Premadasa should
have resisted the temptation to
have a fling at the SLFP at the
UNP May Day rally (however jus-
tifled) and kept back the letter
for publication and comment in a
different forum, preferably in the
NSA, which he did on May 2.

The rallies of all other political
parties and organisations were full
of political thunder and polemical
fury. The following besides the
UNP held meetings: (1) SLFP;
(2) the ULF of the LSSP and CP;
(3) the IVP; (4) the MEP; (5) the
RLP (Revolutionary Labour Party);
led by Edmund Samarakkody;
(6) the CMU and the RMP (Revolu-
tionary Marxist Party) led by Bala
Tampoe; (7) the RML (the Revolu-
tionary Marxist League); (8) the
Ten-Party United May Day rally
led by Peking-wing Communist
Party—bringing in Shanmuga-
thasan’s CPC, Premapala Hewa-
patige's Janath Sangamaya,
Gamini Yapa's Peradiga Sulang,
Mahinda Wijesekera’s MVP, Dhar-
masekera's MJP, Vasudeva Nanaya-
kkara’s ~ Vama Sama  Samajist,
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And The Rallies

Nanda Ellawela’s PPP and D. S.
Mallawaratchi’'s ~ Marxist Youth
Front; (9) the Communist (Marx-
ist-Leninist) Party, apother Peking
wing group.

The most significant statement
that came from Mrs. Bandaranike at
the SLFP rally that the SLFP was
even today for '"left unity"—she
posed a question to the LSSP and
the CP; “'She asked whom they
considered the common enemy,
the UNP or the SLFP. She said
since the time of the late Mr. S.W.
R. D. Bandarapaike it was the SLFP
that worked for a common front
with the Left parties. Even teday
they were for Left wupity. Mrs.
Bapdaranaike said at a time they
were reorganising the party, the
presence of such large numbers for
the May Day rally was a great en-
couragement. Today there was a
movement o©n an international
scale directed against socialist lea-
ders and movements, Indira Gandhi,
Ali Bhutto and Mohamed Daoud
of Afghapistan had fallen victims,
she said. Referring to the Free
Trade Zone proposal, she said,
the SLFP had completed the pro-
cess of independence by taking over
the foreign-owned estates.  But,
Ministers of this Government went
round the world offering foreign
businessmen all incentives includ-
ing land. Thereby they were once
again trying to sell the country
to foreigners. The SLFP Ieader
said following the failure of at-
tempts to destroy the Party, the
Government was now trying to
destroy the leadership of the party
by appointing a Presidential Com-
mission. Even before the Com-
mission could sit, Mr. Premadasa
had found her guilty. From this
you will know what they are try-
ing to do. They might deny me
my civic rights but they will not
be able to send me out of politics,
she said. The UNP, which was steadi-
ly depriving the workers of their
rights and had put obstacles in the
way of the SLFP May Day celeb-

3

rations, was trying to Jure the
people to their Mdy Day meeting
by gimmicks. They had even gone
to the extent of importing singers
from South India, Which was an
insult to our own artistes she said.
Mrs. Bapdaranaike sald the Gov-
erpment had given the Town Hall
grounds to the JVP inspite of there
being no application by them ac-
cording to the Special Commis-
sioner of Colombo. This showed
that there was an understanding
between the JVP and the UNP.
If the JVP tried today what they
did in 1971 this government would
not show the mercy that she show-
ed. If she had not acted in the way
she had done at that time, evepn
President Jayawardene and Prime
Minister Premadasa would not be
alive today, she said. All these
who did not support the UNP
were being harassed in various
ways and the freedom they were
talking of was limited to those
belopging to the UNP trade upion
Junta, The so-called national news-
papers had become the mouth-
piece of the government. The truth
appeared only in Dinakara.”
According to the SLBC and some
other reports, Mrs. Bandaranaike
had blamed the CP daily Aththa
for standing in the way of Left
Unity. At the ULF Rally, "Three
United Left Front Jeaders—Dr.
Colvin R. de Silva, Mr. Pieter
Keuneman and Mr. T. B, Subasinghe
at their Hyde Park rally yesterday
called for the unpity of all progres-
sive forces in order to continue
the struggles of the working class.
Dr. De Silva who presided said that
there were 24 ultra left splinter
groups whose aim was to smash
capitalism. If they are honest in
their convictions | say to them, don’t
criticise from across the river.
We are prepared to have discus-
sions with you. You can point
out any wrongs ip us and show
where you are right. Then let us
by discussion arrive at a program
and unitedly fight for the rights

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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of the workers. Many think that
after we die the left moyement
will be no more but | can assure
you there will be many more lea-
ders to coptipue this struggle he
said.”” Dr. N. M., Perera, LSSP
leader who was to have presided
at this rally was not present as he
was ipndisposed. Dr. De Silva said
that they would have to face deci-
sive struggies next year. The Left
unity founded by the LSSP and
the Communist Party of Sri Lapnka
must be further strengthened. The
door of the United Left Front was
open to all progressive elements
including those in the SLFP. Stress-
ing the necessity for the ULF to
upite the working class to under-
take coming struggles, Dr. Colvin
R. de Silva said the Left Unity
achieved by the ULF would be
stabilised through strusgles...... e

Mr. T. B. Subasinghe former
Minister of Industries said: “There
can't be apy Left Unity without
the LSSP and CP. That is why |
who was in the SLFP left that party
and now am prepared to do any-
thing to preserve and strengthen
that upity. When the United Front
came to power in 1970 the cons-
tituent Left parties wanted to do
many good things. But the rightist
elements in the SLFP opposed
those measures columnpating in the
withdrawal of the LSSP and the CP
from the United Front, he said.

Mr. Keuneman at the ULF rally
stated that he wished to invite
all progressive forces to get to-
gether to carry out the working
class struggle agaipst the capita-
list UNP. He said that some peo-
ple asked why the leftists did not
join hands again with the SLFP
and continue the struggle, | say
in all sincerity that this is an im-
possible. task with the pro-capi-
talist attitude of the present SLFP
leadership, he said. Mr. Keuneman
said that the SLFP leaders knew
only to shout out from platforms
that the left parties were dead.
But they did not open their mouthg

TRIBUNE, May 6, 1978



In Parliament when the UNP
Introduced any bill. They simply
shook their heads. The SLFP was
claiming to be cleaping the party
but had pot apnounced what they
were going to clean.”

Mr. Rohana Wijeweera of the
IVP in their Town Hall rally said,
“When the JVP youth were being
killed the LSSP and the CP did
nothing to stop it, but today they
were shedding crocedile tears for
_them. Mr. Wijeweera said Mr.
Pieter Keuneman was shedding
tears and asking the workers what
mistake they had made. it was also
ironical that Dr. N. M. Perera
had made the same mistakes that
Mr. Philip Gupawardene had made
years ago. The UNP had come to
power because of the attempts
of the SLFP, the LSSP and the CP
to destroy the JVP. The large
crowds at their meeting and in
the procession had :roved that
the see-saw of political power
between the UNMNP and the SLFP
had come to an end he said. The
UNP had introduced a White
Paper op Labour to destroy the
working class. The SLFP was now
trying to raise its head again with
its blood stained hands and was
even asking the JVP to join them.
Even Vasudeva Napayakkara who
betrayed the IVP was trying to
pose as a Left leader, he said.”

Mr. Shanmugathasan at the
Ten-Party Rally stated, “The re-
volutionary movement in Sri Lanka
had now reached a stage where
unity was essential, otherwise it
would be doomed. In short, the
present situation could be das-
cribed as one of swim together
or sink separately said Mr. N.
Shanmugathzsan, Geperal Secre-
tary of the Ceylon Communist
Party (Peking wing). Mr. Shan-
mugathasan said the working class
movement wanted to hold a upited

left May Day rolly of all parties .

opposed to the UNP, but the old,
guard of the LSSP and the revi-i
sionist Keuneman opposed it.”

TRIBUNE, May 6, (978

At the Maradana CP (Marxist-
Leninist) rally: “The left movement
in Sri Lanka was pow in fragments.
In the past, the Communpist move-
ments was a force to be reckened
with. Today the opportunism of
certain members of the leadership
had brought disaster among leftists”
said Mr. A. 5. M. Cassim, one of
the District Committee members
of the Communist (Marxist-Lenin}
Party at a rally held at the Municipal
Council Community Centre at
Maradana yesterday.

At the Rallies, the UNP had the
largest turpouvt. The SLFP had the
next largest with the ULF coming
a close third. The JVP had a siza-
ble number. All the other rallies
were not noteworthy for the num-
bers but for what was said,
May Day has not evoked any
euphoria of enthusiasm for the
government. The political and eco-
nomic scene in Sri Lanka today
is in the doldrums inspite of all
the aid promises of the IMF, IERD,
ABD and a number of indus-
trialised countries. People are no
longer- jubiliant about future progs-
pects. People complain that every-
thing looked static and was static,
and cynical remarks are heard of
about the “never implemented-
Dharmista era of a change..”
There is a wave of pessimism about
the future, though on the surface
Sri Lankansare living it up while
Colombo is looking brighter and
gayer then ever. The best and
most expensive restaurants and five-
star hotels are crowded, the shops
do brisk business among the small
class who are getting richer every
day; and roads, trainsand buses are
jammed with thousands of travel-
llers many of them foreigners. But
the more serious minded of the
Sri Lanka people are worried about
the future: they are in a fretful
mood, unsure of themselves,

Why is this?

Perhaps the most important
the widening gap-
promise and fulfilment,

reason is
u between
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The Future

prices and the capacity of the
majority to buy, and the wor-
sening law and order situation.
This sense of pessimism has
begun to increase because of
the inability of many Ministers
to get things done. Only a few
Ministers inspire confidence that
they have the capacity to fulfil
obligations and malke people
work. The Prime Minister, Mr.
R. Premadasa, has so far evoked
the greatest admiration and
inspired the greatest confidence
among all Ministers, but he

. cannot do everything.

It is also not clear whether
in a presidential form of govern-
ment the PM could go outside
the purview of the departments
in his charge. It is possible that
if the Third Amendment gives
him the power to “interfere’
and “intervens” in the work
of other Ministers, a great deal
can be done. It is too much
to eypect the President to over-
look every Minister, overlook
every department and gst things
done. The Prime Minister must
take over some of the burdens
—if progress is to to bz made.

it is also necessary to pote that
the importing of foodstuffs that
are grown here has already begun
to cause rumblings in the country-
side. There is no doubt that pota-
toes, chillies and onions, among
other items, are being imported
in such quantities that local pro-
ducers will soon not grow them.
There is understandable concern
that a group of importers have
begun to dictate policy to a “Co-
ordinating Committee’ that does
not seem to pay adequate consi-
deration for the imperatives of
local production.

The time has come for an overall
review of import policy. If this
is not done, the government will
find itself in a blind alley. It will
not only exhaust the foreign ex-

change granted by the IMF, but
also  kill local production in
agriculture and Industry.
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Prices Ffew Can Afford

BETWEEN THE LINES
BY SERENDIE

@ ln Abundance, But....

® Bhutto = Recovering’

Loans

COST OF LIVING: The Ceylon
Daily News in a rare moment of
truth editorialised on Thursday,
April 27 on a BRINGING DOWN
PRICES. The editorial merits at-
tention and comment: “With the
exception of beef most food items
are now readily available in the
open market—but at very high
" prices. Prices seem almost to defy
the laws of supply and demand and
have developed the habit of stick-
ing high even though food items
and other goods seem to be aval-
Jable in plenty. The most dear is
fish the price of which has shot up
beyond the budgets of the lower
income groups because of the
natural shift that the copsumer
has been compelled to make to-
wards fish. Coeconuts and vege-
tables remain in the higher ranges
though available in plenty, Rice
is abundantly displayed in the
open market at prices higher than
those intended by the governmept.
There is something in the sight
of plenty for the confidence of a
food-starved country, even though
not for the stomach. Lakspray
is available on the ration for in-
fants but not for adult use. The
consumer may be told that there
is imported milk powder and con-
densed milk In the market but
few people can afford to buy a kilo
of pewdered milk for Rs. 26 when
they can hardly cough up Rs. 14
for a two and a half pound tin of
the local variety. Pulses are plenti-
fully stacked up in the shops and
the downward price of spring -

5

onions compensates for the sea-
sonal upswing In the price of red
onions."”

~ The argament is that everything
is agvailafle in plenty, « but that
prices are high. This is largely true,
but some items are very scarce. The
CDN pretends that fish was scarce
only because of “the shift"” that the
consumer had been compelled to
make from meat.

The editorial went on laying it
thick about the “‘abupdance’ avai-
lable. This is an echo of the official
line: “This then is the rub. From
inflated rubber ducks to refrige-
raters, all the electrical goods in
between (mainly inessential), tex-
tiles, imported meats, beverages,
processed foods for infants and
others, cheese, cigarettes, instant
coffee, broiler chicken at Rs. 10
per pound, eggs at over 75 cts.
provide a bewildering confusion
of goods but reduces the econsu-
mer to frustration. All these things
which have filled the empty shelves
of the last few years can be bought
at a price. The price Is beyond
many of us.”"

And to the credit of the Daily
Mews it has picked up courage to
say: “‘the price is beyond many of us'".
It would have been truer to say that
only a very few could afford any of
the articles mentioned above—even
basic food items.

The editorial then went on to
examine the government agencies
which are supposed to sell essen-
tials at fixed and reasonable prices
and it bemoaned the “plight of
the consumer”. “The Consumer
may be told that the Marketing
Department stalls, the central sell-
ing points and the polas sell food
items much cheaper. While the
pola is the traditional hunting gro-
und for foed bargalns many people
are still forced to buy their re-
quirements quickly from the way-
side boutique which charges any
arbitrary price. Many housewives

up at Marketing Department stalls,
and when they do, they are served
up with frayed and unfresh vege-
tables which they are barred from
examining or choosing. The Co-
operative with the exodus of the
bulk of ration book heolders pro-
vides the bare minimum of items
and one frequently rups the risk
of buying pest-ridden packets
of Lakspray and dry fish on the
way to becoming feriiliser, This
then is the plight of the consumer,
The high price of local food items
have to be traced to the middle-
inan. Travellers to the south and
the north know only too well the
unconscionably low prices the
farmer and the market gardner
receive for their rice, vegetables,
pulses and other produce, What
reaches the consumer in the town
has no relation whatsoever with
the prices pald to the producer.
The government has fulfilled one
part of its undertaking togmake
goods readily available but it hes
not brought down the cost of
living. Only a comprehensive
distribution operation with plenty
of outlets everywhere, state, co-
operative, private seems to be the
only solution. In the case of im-
ported food and other essential
items (we are hardly concerned
with the high priced inessentials)
only greater plenty can hold the
price line down. There are im-
ported electrical and electronic
items which are cheaper here thap
in the reputed markets of Singapore
and Malaysia. Whatever the merits
of that exercise the entry of food
items such as Masoor dhal and
red onions would stem the pre-
sent trend towards upward mov-
ing prices.”

The editorial is o sad commentary
on thes present state of Sri Lanka.
In desperation, the editorial suggests
further importation of items like
red onions—although the indiscri-
minate importation of commodities

do pot have the time to queue- that are grown bhere will further
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destroy the productive capabilities »on humanitarian grounds or on

of the country. But it ha; no con-
crete suggestion as to how prices can
be brought down,

So far as bringing down the prices,
it seems to be only a question of
NATO (No Action Talk Only) z0 far
as the government i concerned. The
Government must realize that mak-
ing available an abundance of goods,
most of them non-essentials, at prices
which only @ small tiny section of
the population can offord to buy,
iz political dynamite. It would be far
wiser not to exhibit these good; and
show the sharp contrast where only:
a few can buy—than permit the
present build-up for a volcanic cut-
burst of frustration, anger and dis-
content.

DEATH SENTENCE ON
BHUTTO. Elsewhere in this
issue is published a letter from the
former Secretary of the Friends of
Bangladesh in Sri Lapka pleading
for Bhetto's life. The main reason
he advances in support of his plea
is that Bhutto had spared Muji-
bhur Rahman's life. Why Bhutto
had done it was not out of the
kindness of his heart but because
he thought that if his life was spared
Rahman might help him to pull
the chestnuts out of the fire for
Pakistan, in Bangladesh. It was a
political gamble which did not work
the way Bhutto had wanted.

Appeals have been made by a
large number of countries, organisa-
tions and persons to the Chief
Martial Law Administrator (CMLA)
to spare Bhutte's life and com-
mute the death sentence—no doubt
as a prelude to a pardon. Com-
mutation and pardon will, in this
case, be purely on political consi-
derations_. because the brutal _re-
cord of Bhutto's regime in regard
to civil  rights, repression of
political parties and cruelty and
torture of opponents will not
induce persons who are kpow-
ledgeable about the recent history
of Pakistan to appeal for clemency
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the good deeds of Bhutto. It Iz
difficult to bring Bhutto within the
category of a freedom fighter, or a
fighter fer  human emancipation, to
base any plea for clemency on that
score.  Bhutte was a manipulative
politician who helped to bring back a
form of parliamentary (demogogic)
pelitics to thiz part of the former
Britich territory on the Indian suh-
continent, But thiz it no reasen to
condone murder—if Bhutto iz guitly
of it.

When 2 decision has te be made
purely on political grounds, o
persen, parties, or organisations
outside Pakistan, or no foreign
government has the right to in-
tervene in such a matter. It is a
matter strictly within the juris-
diction and purview of the gov-
erpment of Pakistan.

The anly greund for such
intervention is when there is
a miscarriage of justice, or a
perversion of the normal pro-
cesses of the law. if the sus-
pect or the accused was de-
nied the right to defend him-
salf, or if the normal tenets
of law were not applied
or if there is insufficient evi-
dence to justify the verdict, it
would be correct to make a
plea for review.

We ourselves, had been cop-
cerned whether Bhutto had a fair
trial and also whether the verdict
was based on admissible and
creditworthy evidence. We were
fortunate enough to get a copy of
the full 400-page judgement and
other material and documents con-
nected with the trial. We paips-
takingly read through the full judge-
ment and other papers.” Not gatis-
fied we had submitted the judge-
ment and documents to some mem-
bers of the legal fraterpity and
judiciary in Sri-Lanlka who are con-
versant with Criminal Law and are
familiar with Crimipal trials to
ohtain their views,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Bhutto Verdict

Their considered views are in
agreement with the views we our-
selves had formed apnd we can
surn them up in this way: (1) that
in terms of the tepets of the British
system of juPlsprudence and law
which, in the main, still contiques
toprevail in India,Sri Lanka, Pakistan
and elsewhere, Bhutto had a fair
trizl; (2) the fact that he refused
to participate in the proceedings
after a certain stage was of his
own seeking, Wwhen the Court
refused to submit to his provoca-
tive and intimidatory tactics which
cannot be tclerated by any court;
(3) that if he withdrew from the
case and refused to participate in
the proceedings (as Bhutto did),
it was undoubtedly because of bad
legal advice in the belief that such
a boycott might spark political
agitation outside the court and
compel the goverpment to free
Bhutto: and it was also probably
intended to create an impression
abroad that justice was being de-
ried to  Bhutto to induce and
prompt appeals from outside that
he be freed; (4) that even if Bhutto
did not participate, the admisgible
evidence that has been led and
established in the case is (by any
yardstick) adequate to justify the
verdict on legal grounds; (5) that
the case is not a frame-up by any
stretch  of  imagination—though
there may be some weak spots
(as in all cases) but by far and large
it geems to be ap unasszilable case
so far as the prosecution is con-
cerped; (6) that unfortupately the
long judgement is werded in idiom
that betrays emotional involvement
by some of the ludges but that
does not detract from the basic
correctness of the judgement.

The world press had picked
on some of the more sensatio-
nal of the badly phrased parts
of the judgement and instances
of emotional invelvement for
headline treatment and this led
many te form wropg impres-
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Loans To “Farmers"’

sions about the true merits of
the judgement.

The position, as far as we can
see, is that the verdict and judge-
ment capnot be rejected out of
hand, as some have suggested, on
the ground that it is full of irre-
gularities and illegalities. The
quaptum and trustworthiness of
the evidence capnot be easily
challenged. It is now for the Sup-
reme Court of Pakistan to decide
whether, in its view, Bhutto had a
fair trial anu whether the verdict
was based on proper evidence.

The Supreme Court has the right
to order a re-trial, free him, or
confirm the septence. The Sup-
reme Court can also add a rider,
if it so thinks, for clemency for
the CMLA to copsider commuta-
tion or pardon. Unpless the Sup-
reme Court decides, in its wis-
dom, that there are legal grounds,
to invalidate the verdict of the
High Court or teo recommend
clemency, there are no legal gro-
unds for intervention on behalf
of Bhutto.

Thiz, to us, seems to be the posi-
tion. The charges and evidence ag-
ainst Bhutto are formidable and
convincing. It is not possible to base
a plea for clemency on any ground
except political considerations and
this iz entirely a matter for the peo-
ple and government cof Pakistan.

Whether General Zia and the
government of Pakistan will consider
clemency if the decizion of the Sup-
reme Court i5 unfavourcble to Bhutto
is @ matter for cpeculation. And it iz
also too early for such sheculation.
What would be politic at the time
the decision of the Supreme Court
is made known is hard to say as of
today.

AGRICULTURAL LOANS: Re-
covery of agricultural loans has
become a big problem in Sri Lanka,
All governments in recent times
have faced this problem. An esti-
mated Rs. 380 million is outstand-

7

ing from credit extended from
1970-77 according to some official
estimates. Other estimates placed
the outstandings in anrears at Rs.
900 million.

Recently the government, it is
said, hag devised a plan to epsure
that the massive amount of agri-
cultural credit pumped into the
Maha cultivation is recovered from
the farmers. The Mipister of Agri-
culture has declared that farmers
availing themselves of agricultural
cradic will be required to sign a
banker’s pro-note. After the har-
vest, the PMB  will pay for
the crop on a voucher drawn on
the bank which has extended the
agricultural credit. When the
voucher Is presented at the bapk,
the money lent will be deducted
and the farmer paid the balapce
that is due to him, The Bank of
Ceylon and the People’s Bank have
lent nearly Rs. 800 million to far-
mers for financing the current
(1977-78) Maha cultivation. If the
farmer wishes to have fresh credit,
he must repay this loan. How far
the government will succed in
obtaining repayment of such loans
is yet to be seen.

The PMB has also decided to
appoint Authorised agents to pur-
chase paddy during the current
Maha season upder the Guaranteed
Price scheme. At present oply the
the MPCS functions as authorised
agents. These private authorised
agents ‘will be able to purchase
paddy and other agricultural pro-
duce from the farmers under the
Guaranteed Price Scheme in a
defined area, stock them and de-
liver them to the PMB. The Peo-
ple’s Bank with the concurrence
of the Central Bank has consented
to extend facilities to purchase
paddy on behalf of the PMB by
discounting Goods Receipt Notes
issuad by the PMB to these Agents.

inefficiency  apd corruption,
being rampant in the system, agri-
cultural loaps were granted to
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the wrong people who indulged
in worthless consumerism instead
of cultivating the land. There are
instances, in the 1977-78 Maha
loan scheme, of one family obtain-
ing over a lakh of rupees in the
names of different members for
the same piece of land. In other
cases people, who had npothing
to do with the land have been
given loans and they have bought
radios, watches, nylon shirts—which
they will be compelled to sell fairly
quickly to make ends meet,

Paddy cultivation is of utmost
importance tod2y for the deve-
lopment of Sri Lanka's economy.
This means that more and more

paddy should be cultivated to
reach seli-sufficiency and maybe
export, To epsure an efficient

working of the system, It is es-
sential to set about everything in a
systematic manner. Right from the
word go, there should be no mis-
takes, corruption or inefficiency.
Loans should be granted to the
“correct people” to epable them
to obtain seed paddy, fertilizer,
manure, insecticides etc.. at the
appropriate time. The loan sys-
tem can work only if finzlly the
paddy is purchasad from the far-
mer at a reasonable price—and if
payments are made promptly.

The present system where pur-
chasing officers cheat those who
go to tne PMB on weight etc,
must be eliminated. Also the
harrassment throtgh delays to com-
pel sellers and give a “cut’ to PMB
officials mut be ended.

Further, the Government must in-
vestigate and examine some funda-
mentJl questions in granting agricul-
cultural loans for “production.” Such
loans  will be wseful, meaningful and
productive only if the lands in respect
of which foans are granted are
lands that are ‘‘developed” ade-
quately (i.e. where it is capitalised
to a preductive level of development),
Most loans remain unpaid becayge

TRIBUNE May 6, (978



the lends in question are undeve-
foped or under-developed and are
therefore unable to utilse the loans
granted and produce profitable re-
sults.

In such coses what is called for
are long-term development loans not
seasonal or short-term  production
loans. Ever since the massive agri-
cultural loans schemes were started

with Dudley ~ Senanayake's  Grow
More Food Campaign dfter 1966,
little or no attention has been paid
to the question of the developmental
(adequately  capitalised) flevel  of
the landz. The time has come 10
improve the methodelegy of granting
agricultural  looni—development a3
well as production 5o tnat there are
no difficulties in repayment.

MINISTRY OF FISHERIES

Make Fair Criticisms, Not Insinuations,

Says Director| Development

The Editor,
“Tribune'.

43, Dawson Street,
COLOMBO. 2.

the “Tribune'.

MINISTRY OPF FISHERIES P.O. Box No. 1707, Galle Face, Colombo 3.

Development Division’
21, Galle Face Courts:
27th April 1978-

Ref. F/D/I0JA. |

Reference the news items appearing in the “Tribune” on
the I8th and 25th March 1978 and 22nd April 1978

| am forwarding herewith a . report

for publication in

Signature Illegible
Diractor/Development

Statement by
Development, Ministry of Fis-
heries.

Apropos the news ite ms appear-
ing in the Tribune on “Fish and
Fisheries'" of 18th March, 1978:
“More about Fish'’' of 25th March,
1978 and ‘‘Fables of Festus” of
22nd April, 1978,

It is agreed that fish is expen-
sive and in short supply, but not
for the reasons as set out by you.
The main reason is inadequate. pro-
duction. Our apnual production
is about 130,000 tons, 909, of
which is from the coastal fishery
i.e. upto a distance of 24 miles from
the shore. A fair number of our
boats are laid up by hull and en-
gine repairs and others do not
g0 out to sea as often as they sho-
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the Director

_ change.

uld, because of poor maintenance.
This situation is due to a series
of problems of which the most se-
rious is the short supplies of fish-
ing nets, engines and spare parts
due to restrictions in foreign ex-
With the liberalisation
of imports, there is considerable
improvement in the fishing nets,
engines and spare parts situations,
However, it will take some time
for things to come back to normal
and for the boats to operate at
peak efficiency.  Till such time
as production is increased and in
the context of increased demand
for fish in preference to other
protein substitutes like milk, eggs
and meat, it would be optimistic
to expect a drastic reducticn in
the price ‘pf Mfish. It is commen
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Fisheries—Official Excises

knowledge that most of the Fisher-
men's Co-operative Societies
dre inefficiently managed. With
these constraints, even with the
hest of efforts, the fishermep are
unable to deliver the goods,

In this context it must be men-
tioned thzt the new Government
inherited a depreciated set of as-
sets and a system of mapagsment-
with controls, quotas, licences, per-
mits and other sets of rules and
procedures which were generally
counter productive. Effiicient ma-
nagement in the Ceylon Fisheries
Corporation was at rock bottom
levels. lts fleet of trawlers was
managed inefficiently. The trawlers
were more in the harbours than

out at sea fishing. The Ceylon
Fisheries Corporation produced
2,500 tons of fish in 1972. This

dropped to 500 tops in 1976 and
200 tons in 1977. To arrest this
downward trend and to reesta-
blish the CFC on a sound footing.
the Hon. Minister has taken a
policy decision that the Corpora-
tion would in future not engage
itsell in fishing but instead concen-
trate on the distribution and mar-
keting of fish. In the national in-
terest the fleet of trawlers is being
repaired and will be handed over
to people who could operate them
on terms that are advantageous
to the Corporation. At the pre-
sent time the Ceylon Fisheries
Corporation does not control a
sizeable share of the market to
enable it to exert decisive influence
on producer and consumer prices.
It is to be hoped that very soon
it would be in a pesition to control
a larger share of the market by
increasing its purchases direct from
the fishermen. ;

In regard te exports, it is cor-
rect that we export lobsters, pra-
wns, beche-demer, shark fins etc
This copstitutes only about 3 or
49, of the total catch but brings
in over Rs. 100 M. in foreign ex-
change. This foreign exhange is
used to_import the pecessary in-
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puts for the industry and also to
partly finance inputs of essential
food items. | think it would be
erropeols to assume that if prawns,
lobsters and shark fins are not ex-
ported, they would reach the nutri-
tionally deprived poorer sections of
the people. It would therefor be
prudent to export high priced vatie-
ties which have an export market.
Earnings from such exyorts could be
made use of to bring in dried fishand
other cheap protein substitutes whi-
ch would bemore beneficial than pre-
serving these expensive varieties for
the consumption of a privileged few.

As regards fishing on license,
it must be menticned that steh
are issued oply in areas
outside the coastal fishing zone.
It must be considered that the
off-shore and deep sea area of our
territorial waters Is not preseptly
exploited sufficiently. This could
be exploited without affecting the
coastal catch. 409, of the catch
' is sold to the CFC and royzlties
are charged on the balance 609
that is exported. Such fishing acti-
vities are supervised by the Fisher-
ies Department Observers and if
any of the conditions are viclated
the license is cancelled. The licence
of one foreign operator hezs been
capcelled for violating in terms of
the contract. In any event, fishing
on licepce is on 2 trial basis and is
for a specified period. If the results
are not satisfactory, the licence
will not be repewed.

It is a matter for regret that there
are many insinuations in your
articles regarding officiels in the
Fisheries Ministry and the Fisheries
Corporation. | think you will agree
that fair criticism must be con-
fined to situation which can be
substaptiated with facts. There
is no doubt that suitable action
would be takepn against errant
officers, if they are found guilty
after full inquiry.

(Signature Illegible)
Director/Development
Ministry of Fisheries.
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SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

April 17--23

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA

AND THE WORLD COMPILED FROM

DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED IN
COLOMBO.

CDN-—Ceylon Daily News; CDM-—
Ceylon Daily Mirrer; CO—Ceylon
Observer; ST—Sunday Times; DM—
Dinamina; LD—Lankadipa; YK—Vira-
kesari; ATH—Aththa; SM—Silumina;

SLC—Sri  Lankadipa; JD—lapnadina;
DP—Dinapathi; SU—Sun; CM—
Chintamani; WK—Woeekend; RR—
Riviresa; EN—Eelanadu; [DPR—
Information Press Release; DK—
Dinakara; OW-—Dawasa.

MONDAY. APRIL I7: Singapore
and Sri Lanka will enter into a
pact which will have far reaching
ecopnomic benefits for both coun-
tries; the basic formula for this
agreement was discussed yester-
day when a delegation of Singa-
pore Ministers met the Minister
of Finance and Planning: the Sin-
gapore team evipced a lot of ip-
terest in the proposed FTZ to be
set up in Sri Lanka. The pelice is
to set up a ‘search and destroy’
anti terrorist upit styled on model
units in France, West Germany and
England. The President will open
the National Agricultural and Hor-
ticultural show in Nuwara Eliyd
today. M™Mr. Arthur Clarke, well
known space fiction writer and
underwater explorer, has stres-
sed the urgent need for maripe
and coastal protection in view of
the unrestricted mining of coral
in the country. Consumer Resis-
tance Committees will be set up
soon at electoral level; they will
be a major instrument in the gov-
erpment’s efforts to elimipnate the
black market and bring down the
cost of living. The National Museum
has arranged to purchase all genu-
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ine articles of antiquity belonging
to private individuals and insti-
tutions—CDN. The government Is
considering a proposal of provid-
ing the fullest protection to secret
witnesses in major cases of crime
and viclence even to the extent
of helping such persons to settle
down in some other country. Sri
Lanka is expected to receive a
significant level of foreign assis-
tance in 1978 from ten donor
countries who form the Aid Con-
sortium of Sri Lapka which met -
in Paris on April 5. While the
Sinhala and Tamil New Year festi-
vities were on an unprecedentedly
lavish scale this year, the occasion
was married by 2s many as 34 cases
of homicide, eight fatal accidents
and thefts valued at Rs. 80,000—
CDM. Sri Lanka and Tapzapia are
the first two nations to receive
loans at most favourable condi-
tions from the newly-established
Rome based International Fund for
Agricultural Development. 17000
families are to be settled under
the Mahaweli development scheme
before September this year. A gys-
tematic combing out of the jung-
les aleng the Murunkan-Madhu road
by seven teams of skilled police
investigators assisted by army per-
sonnel is going on; the assistance
of air force personnel is also likely
to be sought—SU. It is only through
regional autopomy that the prob-
lems of the Tamils can be solved
and | will do my best to get the
support of the Sinhalese people
to this said the leader of the LSSP,
Dr. N. M. Perera—VK. The govern-
ment has decided to increase loans
granted to rubber producers by
509.—DM. The government has
allocated 80 millien rupees to cons-
truct and repair roads apnd bridges.
The government has decided to
construct a bulb factory soon—LD.
Red brigade guerillas tonight sen-
tenced kidnapped ex-Premier Alde-
Moro to death. Kuwait today be-
came the first Arab oil country
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in the Persian Gulf to introduce
general conscription calling up its
1960 age group for natiopal ser-
vice. A magazine reported on
Friday that a puclear device secretly
installed by the US to monitor
Chinese atomic tests had crashed
into the Himalayan snow and might
contaminate the headwaters of
the sacred river - Gajges—SU.
Thousands of cheering, chanting
Israelis poured into the main city
square to demepstrate their Sup-
port of PM Menachim Begin's con-
troversial Middle East Peace Policy
-CDM. Somali guerillas fighting in
the war-torp ogarden desert said
today that they killed more than
800 Ethiopian and Cuban troops
in the past week. An Indian news-
paper today quoted workers and
teachers as saying at least 150
people were killed when Police
fired at rioting farm workers last
Thursday—CDN.

TUESDAY, APRIL 18: Sri Lapnka
had a great past and would have a
great future upder President Jaya-
wardene, Singapore’s PM, Mr. Lee
Kuan Yew, said yesterday; he also
said ‘we must fight the common
enemy—a common feature in every
nation. A Presidential Commission
will inquire into the malpractices
in the University of Sri Lanka that
led to the present deterioration
in the standard of discipline and
education in its higher seat of
learning. The government has
alerted the security services, parti-
cularly the customs and naval
patrols to keep a sharp look out
for attempts at smuggling paddy
and rice from Sri Lapka to India.
The deputy Minister of Health
said that more doctors were re-

turning home following  better
terms offered by the present
government. A recent survey

of the hotel industry has warned
of a serious problem of over capa-
city which Is bound te trouble
the Industry in the next few years
with grave repercussions on the
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overail rate of return on the in-
vested capital. 1663 new vehicles
were registered with the Registrar
of Motor Vehicles between Janu-
ary | and April 12 this year—CDN.
The admission of the 5000 pew
entrants to the University of Sri
Lanka will be delayed by about
four months because of the fre-
quent strikes in the university
campuses in recent years. There
is an acute shortage of teaching
staff including professors and lec-
turers in the Medical faculty. The

‘Minister of Plantation Industry has

called for an immediate report
from heads of departments of his
Ministry as to why over 20,000
workers have been paid less than
the wages specified in the Wages
Board Ordinance—CEM. There is
a suspicion that the CID officers
who were shot at Murunkan were
shot at with their own guns—DP.
The new District Ministers will be
appointed with effect from June—
VK. Indian Ayurvedic men will
make use of easier travel facilities
between the subcontinent apd Sri
Lanka to co-operate with their
counterparts in Sri Lapka to re-
search this ancient science—CO.
The CTB has provided employ-
ment for 8327 persons during the
period of July 1977 to March 1578.
The Dept of Railways has given
jobs to 1230 people during the
same period—IDPR No. 23: An educa-
tional Voluntary Service Organi-
sation has been set up for the first
time in the educational history
of Sri Lapka; this organisation
would carry on maintenance work
in schools through ‘Sramadana’
work, engage in the welfare of the
children etc—IDPR No. 30. The
Minister of Fisheries has decided
to send a trawler with food and
medical supplies and storing faci-
lities for every 100, 34 ton fishing
vessels so that the vessels could
spend more time at sea—LD. About
150 people were feared killed in a
freak tornado in the Eastern Indian
state of Orissa today. The US is
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reportedly planning to gradually pull
out of Diego Garcia—or in the al-
ternative reduce sharply its mili-
tary commitments in the contro-
versial little island in the Indian
ocean—CDN. British and American
foreign ministers ended two days
of talks with Rhodesiap guerilla
leaders early yesterday in deep
dissent over who should hold the
reins of power during the country’s
rup up to black majority rule—CDM.

WEDNESDAY. APRIL 19: A
five year programme to establish
and run a upiversity in the South
at an estimated cost of Rs. 160
million has been drawn up. Sipga-
pore will extend its full support
and co-operation to Sri Lapka's
GCEC: thiz was clear after yester-
day's talks between delegates of
the two countries. The US is pro-
posing an increase in its ecopomic
development assistance to  Sri
Lanka from 25 million dollars in
1977-78 to an estimated 25 mil-
lion dollars more for 78-79, a large
slice of which will go to the ac-
celerated Mahaweli Project. The
current heat wave in Colombo and
many of the parts of the island
is likely to coptinue until the out-
break of the seasonal SW mon-
soon. At a special ceremony to
be held tomorrow at the Rashtra-
pati Bhavan, India, the President
of India will hand over to our
Minister of Cultural Affairs the
Kapilavastu relics. 23 countries
representing the non-aligned move-
ment approved recommendations
at a meeting for improving a com-
mon news pool and for solving
communication problems. —CDN.
Sri Lapka will receive a loan of
nearly Rs. 192 million on conces-
sicnal terms for Kirindi Oya Irri-
gation and Settlement Project. The
Sri Lanka police have sought the
assistance of the Tamil Nadu police
to help in the investigations con-
nected with the killing of the CID
Officers at  Murupkan. General
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Sepala Attygala has started clean-
ing up operations at the Katupayake
International Airport. The admi-
nistrator of the UNDP, Mr. Brad
ford Morse, will be in Sri Lanka
this week to participate in the
regional meeting of UNDP Resi.
dent Representatives for Asia and
Pacifie—CDM. The government of
Maldives has sought the assistance
of Sri Lanka to help organise its
Foreign Ministry on a bigger basis.
There is a long queue outside the
port of Celombo and the govern-
ment has to pay 150 dollars a day
as demurrage—SU. Sri Lapka has
decided to purchase about 00,000
tons of rice from Pakistan in the
coptext of increasing rice prices
in the interpational market—CO.
To avoid the shortage of fertiliser
for the next yala haryest 10,000
metric tons of fertiliser are to be
imported immediately—DP. Plans
have been drawn up to construct

a modern fish market In the Pettah
" at a cost of 20 million rupees—LD.
Frogmen searched the bottem of a
muddy ltalian lake today fer the
body of kidnapped former FPM,
Alde Moro, after a statement in
the name of guerilla red brigades
said he had been executed. No
Arab leader will reject peace if it
accomplished total lsraeli withdra-
wal from all Arab territory occu-
pied in 1967 and after, King Hussein
of Jordan said yesterday—SU. UN
Secretary General secured further
Palestinian assurances that guerillas
will not hamper UN attempts to
hasten 2 withdrawal of lsraeli occu-
pation forces from South Lebanon—
€DM. US Secretary of State, Cyrus
Vance and British Foreign Minis-
ter Dapiel Owen were told in
Salisbury by all four black goy-
ernment members that the internal
settlement worked out four weeks
ago was the best hope for peaceful
transition to black majority rule
—CDN.

THURSDAY, APRIL 20: Sip-
gapore’s PM believes that Sri Lanka

|

-

is generally on the right track; the
Diractor of the GCEC said after
talks with him. The PM of Sipga-
pore and four Sipgapore rminis-
térs who arrived here last Satur-
day leave for Sipgapore today.
The Minister of Health has teld
the Ceylon Homeopathic Medical
Assoziation that the government
will shortly implement the Homeo-
pathic Medical Act No. 7 of 1570;
it provides for the appeintment
of a Homeopathic Medical Coun-
cil, registration of practitioners and
other measures to regulate apd
develop this system of medicife—
CDN. The owners of the arrested
Taiwanese trawler yesterday pzid
the fine of 100,000 US dollars im-
posed on them by the Additional
Magistrate Fort, on their pleading
guilty to two charges of fishing
in Sri Lanka's territorial waters.
The Deputy Minister of Trade
has directed the CWE to import
2000 tons of Bombay onions from
India. A significant draw off of
rica issued on ration had been
reduced with the introduction of
the new rationing scheme. The
pelice claim to have established
the identity of four members of the
terrorist group involved in the
killing of the CID officers in
Murunkan—CDM. Police have asked
for far reaching changes in some
of the laws of the country to faci-
litate their work and speed up
investigation of crime. The SLFP
Trade Unions will hold their May
Day ral_]y and procession at Hyde
Park. A new nurse's service to
treat patients in ayurvedic hospitals
is to be set up soon; it will be
known as the Ayurvedic Nurse's
Service—SU. If the TULF fail to
accept the posts of District Minis-
ters it will not be necessary to
appoint anyone else to these posts
is what the government believes—
VK. There is a likelihood of a salary
increase for government as well
as private sector employees within

the next two months—DP. The
governpment is goi to recruit
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Indian engineers and techpical ex:
perts; they will get high salaries
and other bepefits not given to
local officers—ATH. Estates under
the Janawasama Commission have
made a profic of 6.5 million rupees
in the last six menths—LD. The
Controller of Immigration and
Emmigration has issued 13000 pass-
ports in March—DW. Israeli tele-
vision said last night Israeli forces
would make another and deeper
withdrawal in Southern Lebanon
in two weeks time pulling back
to 10 kilometres nerth of the
Israeli frontier with Lebanon. The
Lebanese cabinet today tended its
resignation to the President. The
US Senate last night ratified a
treaty upder which Panama takes
full control of the 50 mile waterway
by the end of the country—CDN.
The World’s birth rate dropped
to the lowest level in recorded
history during the past year and
average life expectancy reached
a new high according to population
figures released today—CDM. Pre-
sident Apwar Sadat is reportedly
preparing to convene the National
Security Council, the country’s top
policy making bedy, to send a mes-

“He who regards
With an eye that is equal
Friends and Comrades,
The foe and Kinsman,
The vile, the wicked, i
The man who judged him, |
And those who belong |
Ta neither faction '
He is the greatest."”
—Bhagavad-Gita
# % ¥ =

The gods gave man fire and
he invented fire engines. They
gave him love and he inven-
ted marriage.

B & X

If a little knowledge is dan- |
| gerous, where is the man who
has so much as to be out ef
danger.
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gage to US President Jimmy Carter
as efforts to promote the West
Asian Peace process gets into high
gear—SU.

FRIDAY, APRIL 11: The ASEAN
group of countries will consider
Sri Lanka's entry into the Group
if and when Sri Lanka responds
to the declaration by the ASEAN
gecretariat that has been made
from time to time for neighbour-
ing countries to join ASEAN: Sri
Lanka's President did net specifi-
cally discuss the possibility of jein-
ing the ASEAN group but expres-
sed an interest in ASEAN, apd
what it was doing and hoped to
do said, the Singapore PM yester-
day. All restrictions on the issue
of cemant have been removed
by the Ceylon Cement Corporation
now any quantity of cement cap
be bought without any document
such as the AGA's letter—CDN.
Singapore investors would be here
by next lapuary said the PM of
Singapore at yesterday's press cop-
ference. A new structure to provide
efficient marketing facilities on
national scale, with markets on a
village and electoral level will re-
place the marketing Department
stalls; this follows recommenda-
‘tions of the Parliamentary Com-
mittee appointed by the Minister
of Trade to probe the activities
of the Marketing Departments.
Maximum security will be provided
by the police in and around uni-
versity campuses from Sunday
April 23 onwards till as long as
necessary. There were at anchor
outside the port of Colombo
yesterday |l food ships with con-
signments of flour and rice for the
Food Commissioner’s department
—CDM. The government yester-
day concluded a multi-million dollar
deal for the purchase of five cargo
vessels from the Soviet Uniop at
a cost of nine million dollars each.
The Ceylon Electricity Board will
be compelled to Impose power
cuts if the rains do not come within
the next few days officials warped
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yesterday. The government of India
has decided to give ap award to
any person discovering a homeo-
pathic medicine which can be used
safely and effectively for the pre-
vention of pregnncy—SU. About
70,000 bundles of dry fish imported
for the New Year are still stuck
at the harbour. The Social Service
Department has spent 19 millien
rupees for those rendered homeless
after the August disturbances—DW.
A statement in the name of the Rad
Brigades said today that kidnapped
former PM Aldo Moro could be
freed in exchange for communist
prisoners. US Secrctary of State
Cyrus VYance arrived in Moscow
last night hoping to move ahead
with negotiations on new Strategic
Arms Limitation Talks as the
Soviet Uniop issued fresh calls for
all out efforts to achieve accord—
SU. The lsraeli government hopes
to set up a company secretly to
buy Arab land in the occupied
West Bapk an lsraeli Newspaper
reported—CDN. France vowed
yesterday to keep its npuclear
strike force up to date as comment
on press reports that it hasg already
tested a neutron bomb—CDM.

SATURDAY, APRIL 22: The
President has asked that the high-
est respect and homage be paid
to the sacred Buddha relics from
Kapilavastu arriving here today,
in keeping with time hallowed
custom and tradition from the days
of the Siphala kings. The Sri Laplka
Sugar Corporation is making ar-
rangements to recruit about 4000
workers during the present sugar
cane harvesting season. The West
German team of copsultants at
present in the island to draw up
a project out of the six priotity
projects in the accelerated Maha-
weli scheme met the Minister
of Irrigation on Thursday. The
Ministry of Public Administration
and Home Affairs has launched a
program to give more power to
rural development societies in a
bid to mobilise locally available
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resources and skills for the deve-
lopment effort—CDN. The Minis-
ter of Education will set up a poly-
technlc In each administrative dis-
trict and government sapction has
been sought to set up |2 more
in addition to the existing [8.
Malaria Is not being controlled
effectively in certain areas because
some members of the wmedical
staff ar outstation hospitals are
not prescribing the correct anti
malarial dosage of medicines nor
are they administering the combi-
pation of drugs necessary to con-
trol the disease. Sri Lanka has
been granted a sum of parly Rs.
504 million In foreign exchange
for econemic and social develop-
ment activities by the UNDP for
the period 1577-81—CDM. The im-
port support scheme proposed by
the government will get under
way by luly, The government yester-
day moved into adopt a series of
measures to easa the congestion
in the Colombo Port. The Ministry
of Higher Educa*ion has suspended
a further batch of 30 students of
the Peradepiya Campus who are
alleged to have been Involved in
the recent disturbances at the
upiversity, ' The government has
allocated Rs. | million for the
rehabilitation of more thap 2000
beggars who were sent out of
Colombo by the previous govern-
ment during the non-aligned sum-
mit. The Ministry of Higher Educa-
tion has suspended a further batch
of 30 students of the Peradepiya
Campus who are alleged to be
involved in the recent disturbances
at the university—SU. The Minister
of Labour will shertly bring in
legislztion to keep shops open
even in the night—DP. The Mipis-
ter of Labour has taken steps to
grant legislative protection to
about 20,000 workers in the Secu-
rity Service trade who are at the
roment not covered by any of
the existing labour laws—/DPR No.
32. Tea production has gone down
by 35 million kilogrammes because
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the companies which adminstered
the tea estates before the gov-
ernment took them over have
not been replanted although they
have taken government loans—ATH.
The crisis within the leadership
of India’s ruling Janata Alliance
appeared to be coming to a head
today amid reports that ipterior
minister Charan Singh has given
his resignation. Heavy fighting is
currently taking place in South-
ern Apgola between government
troops and UNITA which is for
total independence of Angola gue-
rillas, a guerilla spokesman cop-
firmed today—SU. Angola has
smashed a military attempt backed
by South Africa to set up a so
called 'Black Socialist Republic of
Angol?’ inflicting heavy -casualties
on the insurgents, Uganda radio
said yesterday—CDM. South Korea
and Japap tonight appealed for
Soviet help in securing the early
return of passengers and crew
aboard a Korean Boeing 707 air-
liner which made a mysterious
landing in the Russian Arctic,
Japan today adopted wide rapzing
economic measures which a sepior
cabipet mipister clzimed could cut
the country's massive current ac-
count trade surplus by about 10
billion oollars in the fiscal year
1978—CDN.

SUNDAY, APRIL 23: A shower
of soft flower petals cascaded on
the Katunayake airport tarmac as
President Jayawardene received the
casket containing the sacred kapila-
yastu relics from the Mipister of
Cultural Affairs yesterday. The gov=
ernment Is actively exploring the
possibility of obtaining the ser-
vices of doctors from India to meet
the shortfall in the Hesalth Depart-
ment's cadre, the Minister of Health
disclosed—S0. In a rare gesture
of confidence in the economic
policy of the government, the
World Bank has given the green
light to proceed with the acce-
lerated Mahaweli project even be-

L]
fors the Aid 5ri Lanka Censortium
meets in Paris next month to con-
sider aid for this wenture. The
police yesterday questioned five
youths from Wellawatte in con-
neection with the killing of the four
C!D officials Chronic absenteeism
of Food Department lorry drivers
after the New Year holidays was
one of the main causes of the de-
lays in clearing food cargo from
the port of Colombo a senior offi-
cial said yesterday. The Minister
of Fisheries has cancelled the license
of the Singapore firm that was
given permission to catch fish by
trawling within 24 miles of 5ri
Lanka; this is a sequel to the dis-
covery made by the Navy that
they were trawling within the 25
mile limit—ST. A foreign employ-
ment agency in collusion with a
Sri Lanka operator is alleged to
have bundled out over 2000 Sri
Lankan into a life of misery and
slavery in the Gulf States—WK.
It has been discovered that a num-
ber of malpractices by govern-
ment servants to obtain pensions
when they have not served the

full term—DP. The leader of ths
LSSP has said that Tamil was not a
minority language but a national
language and that his party wouid
recognise Tamil as a state Jangu-~
age—EN. A group of SLFP sup-
porters led by an ex-minister have
asked for a Council of leaders for
the SLFP; he has also said that
moves have been made to chapge
the present corrupt leadership of
the party—SLDP. Soviet jet fighters
fired at the South Korean airliner
which they forced to land in Nor-
thern Russia, White House security
Affairs Officers said—S50. Former
Police Lieutenant of the over-
thrown pro-western regime in
Kampuchea told an Interpational
Committee in Oslo of the forced
evacuation of more than 2 mil-
lion people from Phnom Penh by
the red Khmer. British PM today
issued a storng warning to the
Soviet Union to use restraint in
building and deploying warships.

© L) L)
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LITTLE FISH, NO FISH

ON THE COVER we have once again spotlighted a scene from a fishing
village, really 2 fishing wadi. The men have drawn the net in and are
preparing to lay it by for tomorrow'’s catch. Today, was not a lucky
day, nor was the day before. It has been so for sometime now. It has
been a case of little or no fish this season. Even when a little fish comes
in the net there is not enough ice to send the catch to the markets in
Colombo and elsewhere. The fishermen do not know what has over-
taken them to bring about this calamity. They have lit candles, but
of little avail. Little do they realise that foreign trawlers have fished
Sri Lanka's coastal belt almost to the extinction of fish on a commercial
seale; and that these trawlers have been licenced to do by a short-sighted
government. It is only now that the truth, like murder, has come to
light. In Madras, recently, when farmers had started a “revolt’”’ against
inept government policies, catamaran fisherman began to block roads
and resort to violence protesting on the encroachment of mechanised
fishing vessels into areas declared to be the preserves of the non-mecha-
nised fishing craft. Unless the Sri Lanka government wakes up, fishermen
and farmers will soon stage revolts in this country—fishermen against
foreign trawlers that carry our fish away after depleting our seas and |
farmers against local importers who haye fleoded the market with |
potatoes and other items which are grown here at throw away prices.
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WHITE PAPER ON EMPLOY-
MENT RELATIONS—2 =l

Termination

—Safeguards For Employees—
by A Special Correspondent

‘ This is the second in the Series
of four articles on some of the
objectionable features of the
Draft Law. We ipvite our
readers to send us their com-
ments on this series as well as
‘the White Paper on Employment, ‘

Tl ieie e

Let us now proceed to study
one of the sections of major con-
cern—the procedure to be adopted
to terminate the employment of
perscns.

Section 22 (3) accepts the basic
tenet that the employee should
be potified of the case against him.
But what is amazing is that the
employee is given only “not less
than 3 clear days” in which to give
the explanation. This could very
well be 4 days or 40 days depend-
ing on the perversity or otherwise
of the management concerped.
Reasonable men will ordinarly give
I4 days, but all men are not rea-
sonable. The law is there only to
provide for such eventualities, be-
cause of the anti-social tenden-
cies in human beings, which are
easily discernible when the baser
instincts in man take over. It thus
seems necessary to make the grant
of |4 days within which to give
the explanation mandatory.

The procedure
the domestic inquiry is very in-
teresting. It is claimed that “‘for
the first time in this country..an
employer shall hold a domestic
inquiry into the allegations against
his employee—paragraph 19 of
the Preamble to the Draft Law.
If such a domestic inquiry was
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prescribed for

.

hitherto not av;ilable, it is a severe
indictment against ourselves, and
more so when, Sri Lanka is reputed
to have on its statute books the
most progressive labour legislation.
This, however, does not appear
to be quite the correct position.
It is understood that out of a total
work force of nearly 1.20 million,
the benefit of domestic inquiries
has been available to about 22,000
workers in firms which are mem-
bers of the Employers Federation,
under terms of Collective Agree-
ments.

The ‘domestic inquiry’, will it is
presumed, in the absence of any
indication to the contrary, be held
by a nominee of management.
The Preamble further boasts that
representation will be permitted
for the accused at the inquiry. But
in the very next sub-section (10) of
section 22 there is the pernicious
provision that the representative
of the man in the dock ““who obs-
tructs such inquiry in any manner
whatsoever’ can be required by
the employer to withdraw from
the proceedings. Such an entitle-
ment smacks of partiality, and be-
comes all the more obnoxious
when the inquiry officer is going
to be part of the management.
Once the representative is re-
quired to withdraw from the pro-
ceedings, the accused will have
to fend for himself and will have
to accept the findings of the ex-
parte proceedings.

If the accused, if found guilty,
punishment will be imposed on
the employee. Thereafter, “such
employee shall not be entitled
to seek any relief or redress in
respect of such termination in any
proceedings under the provisions
of the Industrial Disputes Act up-
less, it could be proved that: (a) such
termination was effected in bad faith
or was an act of victimisation: or
(b) the inquiry under the provisions
of this section was in violation of
the principles of natural justice;
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Domestic Inquiries Alone Inadequate

or (c) the findings were perverse on
the materials adduced: as provided
for under section 22 (I5) of the
Law. Now, by whom, and where
and how are the three infirmities
at (a) (b) and (c) above to be esta-
blished. This does not stand to
reason. In order to satisfy myself
that | was not overreacting to
this type of legislation which, in
my view, is vindictive, | put this
to a labour consultant to a sprawl-
ing industrial complex. His reac-
tion was not far different from mine.

| examined the sections of the
Law under Part 1l which deals
with Employees Coupcils to see
if there was apy provision for the
Council to intervene in these mat-
ters, but to my disappointment
| could find no such provision,
unless of course section 73(c) could
be stretched to include provision
for the Council to determine whe-
ther in fact there have been in-
fractions of the Law that could
establish the ipfirmities set out
in section 22 (15) of the Law. This
does not seem possible. Indeed
why should the Law not make
this very clear, that is, where and
how section 22 (15) can be esta-
blished by the aggrieved party.
Office must be regarded as some-
thing closely akin to freehold pro-
perty and the sanctity attached
to it. To deprive a man of his
employment lightly is only
less shocking than to deprive
him of his goods or land.

The provisions which | regard
necessary to safeguard the worker
from harassment and unfair treat-
ment by the employer are on the
premise that the remedy available
now through the Industrial Dis-
putes Act is being withdrawn under
the draft Law, section 23(3). | am
inclined to the view that a do-
mestic inquiry could be accep-
table only if theaggrieved em-
pleyee has a further place from
which to seek remedy—the La-
bour Tribunal which is essen-
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Domestic Inquiries Alone Inadequate

tially a court of equity. The
memorandum of the Centre
for Society and Religion com-
ments “..but to our mind the
main effect of the proposed new
legislation is to make job-security
an illusion. An employer will have
the power to get rid of an em-
ployee for any arbitrary or capri-
cious reason including trade unien
militancy merely on the payment
of compensation and his action
will be final and unappealable”
| could not agree with these senti-
ments more. | have already com-
mented on the immorality of dep-
riving a man or woman of employ-
ment lightly. It is therefore sug-
gested that:

(@) an appeal from a decision
consequent of a domestic jnquiry
be meade available to the Labour
Tribunal. This is what the Centre
for Society and Religion has to
zay on this point:

""The Industrial Disputes Act of
1950 was amended in 1957 to
establish a special category of
courts called Lgbour Tribunals..
is under duty to make all such
inquiries into the application and
make such order as may appear
to the Tribunal to be just and
equitable”

What is needed for industrial
peace iz justice and equity and
only the assurance that an appeal
to an institution administering jus-
tice, such as the Labour Tribunal,
is available can ensure this, If
sections 4 and 23 are to remain,
an appeal to the Labour Tribunal
is indispensgble.

(b) Section 22(10) should be re-
pealed. It follows that section 22
(1) will also need deletion. An
ignorant worker pitched against
the might of management at an
inquiry before an inquiry officer
nominated by the management
would have no chance. If this were
not tragic, it would have the flip-

Pancy of a Gilbert and Sullivan
opera.
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(c} The inquiry offickr should be
nominated by the Employees Coun-
cil. If the Council is unable to
agree on the inquiry ’cﬂ?cer, the
Commizsioner of Labour should be
empowered under this Law to no-
minate the officer.

(d) Section 22(8) needs revision.
if the accused officer prefers to
be defended by a lawyer or by
an employee frem an undertaking
other than that in which he is
employed, it chould be possible
for him to do so.

(€) In view of my comments earlier
on the indefenzible provisions of
section  22(15), provizien should
be made in the same section that
the oauthority who shall deter-
mine whether any or all the in-
firmities set out therein exist,
shull be the Commissioner of
Labour to whom the cggrieved em-
pleyee shall be free to appeal
direct.

STRIKES, LOCK-OUTS AND
GO-SLOW.  Strikes have been
the only weapon available to the
worker to extract from the emplo-
yer elementary justice. WWhat |
could never understand, and still
fail to understand, is why a manage-
ment must wait for a strike, to
grant demands which could very
well have been granted before
the employees struck. The spate
of strikes in 1956 over the pay-
ment of the allowance of Rs. 17/50
by the private sector is a case in
point. Only the margement can”
answer this question. Management
is incontestably concerned only
with profits and to the Managers
in charge, profit will always be
the criterion of success and pres-
tige. In many instances, the badge
of success of a manager is a duo-
denal ulcer! Strikes and lock-outs
can always be avoided if the mana-
gers regard part of their job (apart
from profit making) the removal
of frustrations and obstructions
to the performapce in the areas
for which they are responsible.
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It is not my intention here to
discuss the concept of mapage-
ment. In view, however of the
fact that good management is in-
disputably an essential ingredient
for the maintenance of industrial
peace, perhaps a little diversion
will not be altogether be out
of place. | go back to Japan once
more! No major decision in a firm
is taken without a consensus. Deci-
sion making is by consensus and
though it takes time, perhaps even
months, once the decision is made,
every cog in the updertaking
moves with clock work precision
and in cemplete harmony, because
everyone has participated in the
decision making process and each
one is in hopour boupnd to make
it work. What happens in our
country, and regrettably all too
often, is that in his anxiety to turp
in a good- performance and also
g0 up a notch on the ladder of
premotion, the manager avoids the
time consuming’ process of hold-

ing goal-setting sessions (as in
Japan) and sets arbitrary goals
himself. These goals are never
reached.

| do not question the right of
the manager to approve the ob-
jectives and goals and that he must
also have the last say on his sub-
ordinates. But there can also be
no question either that setting
arbitrary goals for subordinates
is self defeating. The manager loses
on all counts—motivation, under-
standing and opportunity to de-
legate. According to Maslow, the
hierarchy of needs of the worker
are: survival; safety; security; so-
cial  status; ego-satisfaction and
self esteem; autonomy and inde-
pendence; and self actualisation.
Many managers forget that all
human beings, workers, middle
level supervisors or executives,
respond to a major extent to the
same sources of motivation.

(To be continued)
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HUMAN RIGHTS

The Endless Search

by Howard Wriggins

We print the full text of the
speech delivered by Dr. Howard
Wriggins, US Ambassador to
Sri Lapka, at a meeting held
under the auspices of the United
Mations Association at Trimmer
Hallin Jafnaon March 18, 1978.
Short extracts of thisspeech appe-
ared in somedaily papers, but the
full speech merits serious con-
sideration and provides food
for thought at this juncture
of Sri Lanka and world history. |

Mr. President, Members of the
United Nations Association, Ladies,
and Gentlemen;

When Mr. Duraiswamy invited

me to speak before you, | was
honored—and pleased. Honored
because the United Nations Asso-
ciation is one of tnose institutions
which bring men and women from
many countries in support of one
of the world’s important organi-
zations. And pleased, becauge |
had been planning to come to
Jaffna, and this gave me just the
opportunity | welcomed.

2. The last time my wife and |
were here was in 1956, when we
participated in a prize-giving at
Uduppidi Girls School, at the re-
quest of Rev. Sydney Bunker. And
it was his daughter, Charlotte Bun-
ker, who accompanied us home
to the United States as helper
to my wife when we returned
with our 3 month old daughter,
born in Colombo. So it is like re-
turning to old friends to come again
today.

3. | was also happy to speak to
you because our President, Jimmy
Carter, has given a renewed stress
to human rights, and the United
Mations has all along concerned
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itself with issues of individual

human rights.

The year.that has passed since
President Carter took office has
been marked by a remewed con-
cern—throughout the world—for
the rights of men and women every-
where, We Americans have en-
gaged in intense debate and dis-
cussion, experiencing some con-

fusion and criticism about the role

of human rights in our own
society and in our relations with

“ the rest of the world.

4. This national and international
dialogue on human rights has of-
fered us the opportunity to pause
and reflect on our own heritage,
to ask ourselves some basic ques-
tions:

—Why are human rights so
important to us as a people?

about
in our

—How is our concern
human rights manifested
own country?

—Why, in our relations with
other npations, does our concern
about human rights now play a
more important role!

5. In part this is because we
have experienced during the past
decade a remarkable change in our
own way of dealing with one apo-
ther—at least in certain parts of
the country. And it derives, too,from
a sense that in recent years some
of our national leaders rather lost
their way. For whatever reasop,
the American people feel impelled
to again reach back to the roots
of our political heritage.

6. You will recall that in the
early days of the American Repub-
lic, the Founding Fathers—and
Mothers—believed that no gov-
erpment could intervene against
the basic rights of life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness. They
advanced the claim that govern-
ments existed to secure these
rights.

As we established our Consti-
tutional structure, our founders
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Sanctfty Of The Individuat

sought the strongest guarantees
to preserve the basic freedoms
of speech, worship, assembly, pri-
vacy, and due process of law.

7. These rights have served as
the basis for legislation, court
decisions and social action for the
200 years of our Constitutional
history. They are essential to our
self respect as a nation and a peo-
ple. But their origins are to be
found in other places and in other
centuries.

The notion of the ancient
Hebrews that man has a coptrac-
tual relationship to his God be-
came, as it passed through Greece
and Rome, the idea of a social
contract between man and his
government. In the |7th and [Bth
centuries, a new view of that con-
tract developed and evolved.

8. In many places, government
was seen as an institution that
bestowed what it would but al-
ways held itself supreme in that
contract. Not in our tradition.
For us, government was the ser-
vant of man, not kis master.

This view became the basis of
our Declaration of Independence
and our Constitution, which pro-
claimed the sanctity of the indi-
vidual. The Declaration and the
Constitution reflected the right
of individuals to equal protection
under the rule of law. They held
that the individual, not the state,
is usually the best judge of his
own interests.

9. They recognized his right,
in concert with others, to form
and participate in government.
They asserted that man can best
fulfill his human potential in 2
system of liberty under law.

But this was only a beginning.
As is typical in human affairs, our
practice also always fell short of
our aspirations. From the earliest
days of our nation, there have
been members of our society whose
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Racial And Ethnic Minorities

access to rights under laws was
incomplete.

0. The full realization of
these rights has never been auto-
matic, or even assured. It has not
been quick, nor has it been easy.

Our struggle for equality of
rights has in fact been profoundly
difficult. At times it has been tragic,
as our recollections of the 1860s
civil war remind us.

The events of the last two de-
cades have produced a momentum
which gives us hope. But much—
even today—remaips to be done.

1. We have only recently be-
gun fully to perceive the needs
of racial and ethnic minorities,
and of women. We have only re-
cently begun fully to recognize
their equal claim to the general
rights of society.

We have, we believe, fulfilled
some of the dreams of the ancient
philosephers and our own early
statesmen. Indeed, the numbers
of people who seek to come to
our country suggest that for many
millions of people we are an un-
usual people and offer our popula-
tion upusual opportunities.

12. But nevertheless, we still
struggle to achieve full human
rights.

We, like other countries, face
real dilemmas:

—We are troubled by the grow-
ing impact of government on our
lives. Yet we ask more than ever
from -government. We demand
satisfactions which it seems only
government can provide; but we
would prefer to increase the role
of the individual in recognition of
his paramount importance. How
much of our individuality do we
grant to the state in order to se-
cure its services and protection?
We are searching for the proper
balance.

13. We recognize the wrongs
which many groups in our society
have suffered. We fesl an: obliga-
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tion to redress those Wwrongs.
even by providing spegial advantages
for those afflicted. Yet each
measure designed to help some
may harm others, and therefore
raises troubling questions. We are
searching for the proper balance,

i4. We accept freedom of mig-
ration as a right. Yet we restrict
immigration—to its nation of im-
migrants—when they threaten the
jobs of our citizens. The pressure
from Mexico and the Caribbean
is as great as the flow of Indians
to Sri Lanka in past historical pe-
riods. We are searching for the
proper balance.

15. These are but a few of the
many such critical questions which
we as a society continue to pose
for ourselves.

Others, locking at us from ab-
road, . have additional questions,
which may be equally worthy of
our attention:

—Why does the richest, most
powerful country in the world
not guarantee to all of its citizens
the right to a decent job, the right
to a decent living, the right to
assured medical care?

16. Does the right to a fair
trial include the right to free and
adequate legal assistance for those
who cannot afford it?

—How do we overcome the
non-legal barriers to full participa-
tion in our society—the attitudes
which prevent women and mipori-
tieg from claiming what the law
entitles them to enjoy? 3

—The prominence of
questions in our natiopal life—
whether posed by ourselves to
ourselves, or posed for us by
others—indicate that our own
human rights work at home is
far from complete.

17. Two hundred years after
the Declaration of Independence,
the implications of our revolution
have not yet been fully realized.
And yet—even more importantly—

these
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the debate on these issues under-
scores the wide range of human
rights that we have in fact already
achieved.

As a people, we speak out. As a
people, we particpate. As a people,
we give full airing to our views,
thereby insuring that substantial
problems will not go upnoticed.

18. Our continuing search for
fair solutions to issues on our natio-
nal agenda reflects something of
both the apparent untidiness and
the real vitality of the democratic
process.

What is sometimes perceived
as an excessive level of noise in
our society is, instead, a reflection
of a national democratic debate
that we believe best assures equity.
It is a reflection of our right to
spezk out; indeed, the necessity
that we participate.

19. It is a reflection of the
underlying values embodied in our
system; a reminder that our pursuit
of these values is a continuing pro-
cess, never perfect but always
under way.

It is a process to which we in-
vite examination from abroad. We
do not deny our problems; but
we can and do affirm that our view
of government as the servant to
man—rather than the master—can
best assure the continuing exten-
sion of human rights. That is our

ideal; we cannot participate in
international affairs in any way
that s inconsistent with the
ideal.

20. Not too many years ago,
democratic processes were the
subject of doomsayers; too untidy,
they said, to organize the resources
necessary to deal with the press-
iug problems of national develop-
ment: too permissive to harpess
the energies of people to break
through the barriers of poverty;
too inefficient to bring to bear
the technology that promises so
much for so many if appropriately
emplaced and properly organized,
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21. Now, there is a perceptible
swing of the pendulum. Now,
the peoples of Spain, of Portygal,
of India, of Greece, of many other
countries—have turned away from
the apparent efficiency, but even

more obvious failures, of state—
or ideologically-oriented  gys-
tems.

Now, governments which pre-

viously had viewed “one-man, one-
vote™ as unacceptable are seriously
re-examining their views.

22. Now, in many nations, where
once the move was from democ-
cracy to military authoritarianism,
there are stirrings of movement
back toward civilian rule.

President Carter has himself been
shaped by the struggle for over-
coming some of the more ugly
aspects of life in our country. Dur-
ing his lifetime he has seen a radi-
cal change in the way white men
and women in our Youth looked
upon black men apnd women. He
has known from deep personal
involvement the transformation
in humap perceptions and rela-
tionships that can come about if
men of good will and men of energy
and devotion set their minds and
talents to the task.

23. So we have much to do
within our own country to bring
to fruition the fullest expression
of our ideals. We have neverthe-
less made visible progress during
the last fifteen years. We know
that some of these most painful
difficulties can be grappled with.

But we also know that it is pot
merely a matter of good will, of
political organization, of sepsi-
tizing consciences, though these
are important. J

24. What is also needed is grow=
wing opportunities. .opportuni-
ties for training, opportunities for
young men and women to apply
their energies to building a tole-
rable future for themselves and, in
the process, contributiong to the
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®*productivity and virtue of their
own regions and their own states.

That is why goverpments—ip-
cluding yours in Sri Lanka—are
concerned %o promote ecopomic
growth, to help people be more
productive, to add more resources
and goods and needed services to
the total of goods and services
ayailable.

25. And that is why the goverp-
ment of the United States as well
as that of a number of other coup-
tries, are assisting the Goverp-
ment of Sri Lanka in its efforts

‘to get the economy moving again.

Outsiders can be of some help at
critical points.

But the real attack on these
problems must be internal. It js
the efforts of men and womepn in
all parts of Sri Lanka that will
decide the future here.

26. As for us, we have po in-
tention of impesing our ideals,
or our system, on others. History
has taught us the pitfalls of mora-
listic crusades. We lay no claim to
being perfect as a nation. Surely
there are others whose contribu-
tions we welcome, whose wisdom
can enlighten us.

We level no accusations against
any one country, any one people,
or any one system. We are oply
too aware that the problem of
human rights is universal—and a
never-ending search.

27. But to be true to ourselves,
to reamin faithful to our most
fundamental values, te fulfill our
obligation to those elsewhere
whose concern is as genuine as our
own, we must not leave doubts
as to where we stand.

—Wherever the individual is
deprived of the due process of law,

—Wherever the individual is
denied the freedom to participate
properly in determining his own
fate,

—Wherever there is torture and
hunger and discrimination and a
denial of basic human needs,
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Pitfalls Of Moralisiic Crusades

We must, and we will, continue
to make known our concern.

28. And, finally, we have heard,
in this last year, the voices of so
many, in so many parts of the
world, join with ours in the pur-
suit of freedom and human rights.

The ideals that brought so many
people to our shores have not lap-
guished abroad. They remain alive
in all of the lands of our forefathers,
If the flames have sometimes
seemed snuffed out abroad, ip-
deed if they have occassionally
flickered at home in America, we
were and still are looked to as
the principal keeper of the flame,

29. We do not contend that
the world must be “made in Ameri-
ca.” We do not seek to have it so.
In the long run of history, the peo-
ples of the world must and will
make their own choices, true to
their own needs and aspirations,
trde to their own cultures, true
to their own histories. But in mak-
ing their choices, the peoples of
the world must and will be aware
that there are alternatives open
to them:

—Some systems place the sane-
tity of the individual above that of
the state; others do not.

3%.—Some systems are charac-
terized by a dispersion of power
in the hands of the people op their
elected representatives; others are
not.

—Some systems rely fupndamen-
tally on due process and the rule
of law; others do not.

—Some systems are marked
by tolerance, the freedom to move
and to speak, and to rest alter-
native approaches in the free mar-
ketplace of ideas; others are not.

3l. We believe that iy each
case it is the former which hold
the best hope for preserving and
enlarging basic human rights. And
because we must remain true to
ourselves and to those who would
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Minister Feitus Perera

nurture freedom everywhere, this
belief must and will remain central
to our concerns and our poli:ies
as a people and as a nation.

It is this unending quest for
future improvement rather than
acceptance of the legacy of the
past which we Americans of many
backgrounds share with the diverse
peoples of Sri Lanka.

32. | am confident that we
will coptinue to learn from each

other's experiences and  draw
strength from each other's efforts.
Thank you.

+ + o+

FROM THE HANSARD

Foreign Trawlers

In the NSA on April 21, Minister
Festus Perera presented Regulations
under Section 33 of the Fisheries
Ordinance in respect of Inland Fizh-
ing. In the cource of a debate on
these Regulotion:z, there was a dis-
cussion on other aspects of fishing

including the problem of foreign
trawlers. We publish the relevant
extract; on this matter—Ed.

Mr. Festus Perera: | must

also mention the trawlers that are
fishing around our territorial wa-
ters. | have given a licence to a
foreign firm to fish in the deep
sea but not within our coastal
area. Our coastal area stretches
25 miles out to sea, and that area
is strictly prohibited to the foreign
trawlers. Yesterday | got a mes-
sage from the Navy Iinforming
me that some trawlers were fish-
ing within our coastal area, and
| looked into this and immediately
cancelled their licence. | have or-
dered the trawlers out of our area.
Similarly, | will take immediate
steps if any Member informs me
that foreign trawlers are fishing
in our coastal area. | want to pre-
serve the coastal area for our local
fishermen.

1%

Mr. K. Thurairatnam: Th~
trouble is that it is only withip
the area of 100 fathoms that there
are the valuable fish, and naturally
they are hovering roupd our coast.
You will have to ask them to ope-
rate outside a 50 mile limit and
then you can be sure they will
not operate within the 25 mile
coastal area. When you stipulate
a 25 mile limit they come within
8 miles of the coast. It is better
to tell them that it is about 35 to
40 miles off-shore so that they will
come within a2 margin of 10 miles.
Otherwise, they come within the
12 miles limit by night.

Mr. Festus Perera: The Hon:
Member will appreciate, when
say 25 miles, | mean 25 miles and
not a single mile that way or this
way. | have given strict instruc-
tions to the Nayy and to the fisher-
men that if they find any trawler
trawling within 25 miles off the
coast, to ipform me immediately.
| would not hold any inquiry, |
could cancel the licence. | did that
yesterday.

If after cancelling the licence
they are found trawling or fishing
within the 25 mile area or within
the 200 mile Economic Zone, | will
see to it that the vessels are cap-
tured and brought to pert. There-
after, legal action will be takep
agaipst them, as | did in the past
in the case of the Taiwanese boat
which was caught off our shores
fishing within our area. Legal ac-
tion was instituted apd a fine of
100,000 was imposed on the owners
of that private trawler. It is a fine
unprecedented ip the history of
this Island.

Earlier such boats had been
caught and they had been allowed
to go away without imposing any
deterrent punishment. In the case
of this particular boat, our Navy
captured it, brought it to port
and legal action was taken against
the owners of the boat and a fine
of 100,000 was imposed which
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means Rs. 1,500,000 apart from
the fish that had been confiscated
which was valued at Rs. 200,000.
Altogether Rs. 2,000,000 had been
recovered from the owners of that
particular Taiwanese boat.

1 will see to it in the future that
if any such boat operates within
our area, not only within the terri-
torial waters but also within the
Ecopomic Zone, that boat will
not only be captured but be also
confiscated.

| will be introducing legislation
in this House soon to arm me with
powers to punish them summarily.
| want to avoid taking them to courts
and adopting all these tardy pro-
cedures to punish them. | want to
punish them summarily and con-
fiscate their vessel apd impose
a fine of & 200,000 on such owners
who come within our area to fish.

o @

LETTERS

SLFP’s Future
Sir,

Indira Gandhi heads an almost
united opposition. Desal has under
its command elements ideologi-
cally hostile to each other from
Fernandez all the way through to
Narain. Indira's chances of a come-
back are slim despite the recent
flash in the pan victory. Yet they
exist. f

The results of Colombo Woest
must surely shatter an already
unnerved Sirima. She tries to claim
the leadership of all the anti-UNP
forces. Yet at the last General
elections nearly 32 lakhs of UNP
supporters, 6 lakhs of Leftists and
6 lakhs of WNortherners rejected
HER (rather than the SLFF). Even
within the SLFP she fears a Party
Congress and a post mertem on
the General Election. She must
know that 90% of the members
of her Cabinet consider her as
totally responsible for the crushing
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defeat she brought on herself and
the SLFP. They know that her con-
tinued presence in the SLFP spells
its doom. She tries to blame the
LSS5P & the CP for her defeat. If
she was anything as strong or as
powerful as she claims to be why
did she not get rid of those Mipis-
ters she now says were inefficient,
reckless or corrupt. Because, for
these reasons she should first
have sacked herself.

If she thinks that the entirety
of the SLFP in particular and the
country at large does not know
for whose benefit she clings to
leadership in her party then she
fools opnly herself. The situation
she is creating is a splended excuse
for the UNP to stabilise itself.

Lastly, even if the UNP Jost a
million votes at the next elections
and got none of the new votes
it will yet have about 40-50 seats
by 1983 in the next Natiopal State
Assembly. All of them will be-
lieve in private enterprise. The
SLFP if it wins 65 to 70 seats (at
the maximum) will have 30 to 40
of its own members who stapd for
private enterprise. At that point
SLFP policies, as 2 seperate capi-
talist party are irrelevant. If it turns
to the Left for support it will soli-
dify every progressive and radi-
cal to reject Sirima. Besides, thou-
sands of SLFP members will cross
over to the UNP if any new SLFP-
ULF agreement is reached. Either
way she is doomed politically.

Bandaranaike was an absolute
necessity in 1956. That he bene-
fitted from C. W. W. Kannangara's
Free Education Scheme or that
he ran away with Philip Gupe-
wardene's concept of Sinhala Natio-
nalism and Socialism—or eveny
that he won so totally convincing
a victory because the elections were
held over three days (and that this
boomeranged en the UNP) is irre-
levant. MNor need we bother that
he left the UNP because he could
not become its leader and Prime
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Minister. So also, Sirima Bandara-
naike was an essential phenomenon
in the progressive march of our
people.

It Is in the short term interest
of the UNP that she remains as a
visible symbol of all the vindictive-
ness and corruption her presence
from 1960-1977 spawned. In the
long run she must be encouraged
to fight to hold on to power and
on behalf of her successor. The
longer she does this the easier
will be the polorisatien, the sharper
the battle and the surer we cap
be of her total elimination from poli-
tics. With her will go the “Gang
of Six'".

In the meantime let us leave
her with her dreams of taking on
Prime Minister Premadasa in the next
Presidential elections ahead. The
very reason that she thinks will

give her a handicap will guarantee

her defeat. Unfortunately, this
time too the same astrologers
mzke the same predictions.

S.5.P.
Colombe.
10.4.78

@ o

Reform Of The
Public Service

Sir,

| have read with much pleasure
the series of articles you published
in, the Tribune ending this week.
I am particularly pleased with the
proposals suggested in the copelud-
ing article suggesting the creation
of a National States Services Com-
mission which has become a very
urgent priority. lt will be doing this
country a great service if Gov-
ernment can be persuaded to give
consideration to the article pub-
lished. | thank you for giving space
to this article because the present
state of the public service is so
very digheartening that His Excel-
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lency the President should take a
very close and serious look at it
and help the public servant to re-
gain some of his lost copfidence
in himself and in the public service.
I am a member of the public
and each day when | read of public
servants being attacked | wonder
what has gone wrong and where.
The poor man has no way of
replying.
D, P. R, Seneviratne
Colombo.
April 9, 1978

+

Our Foreign Service
Sir,

We keep seeing stories in the
Press suggesting a serious inquiry
into the working of the Foreign
Service.  When things are not
rosy, it is usually imagined that a
reorganisation or possibly a res-
tructure will make them better.
Many people seem to think that
our Diplomatic Service is dis-
functional as its members lead too
sheltered a life and that they have
an insufficient understanding of the
20th century ecopomic and social
philosophy, the aspirations, needs
and urges of the people. A short
stint at a rural Kachcheri is one
of the suggested remedies.

What seems more profitable at
this stage is to set out some of the
general propositions which ought
to govern any inauiry that might
be launched to modernise our dip-
lematic sgervice. The inquiry must
be conducted without preconcep-
tion or miscenception. A failure to
observe this principle simply leads to
an Alice in Wonderland proposi-
tion, ‘a sentence first and verdict
afterwards.’ Any inquiry must
recognise at once that the original
intake of probationers to the Fore-
ign Service (an upstart established
in 1949) during the Vaithizanathan
era was conflned to “rejects’” from
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the steel frame of the old Civil
Service stemming frem the trunk
of ‘Fredrick Nerth and truncating
with H. B. Dissanayake currently
Cusoms chief........
Unfortunately this has given the
two or three batches an upsavoury
reputation but curiously enough
most of the career diplomats have
blossomed out incredibly beyond
recognition. It was the intention
of the founding father that the
high watermarlk of their career
wotld be that of ‘counszllorstatus.
Once a DRO alwavs a DRO—that
was the formula but they too have
broken the barrier by becoming
Govt. Agents and Permanent Sec-
retiries.. It must also be pointed
out that some career diplomars
have notched inner circle appoint-
ments and right now are serving
with distinction and competence
in Tokyo apd New Delhi without
ever having signed a gun license
permit in a remote Kachcheri.
They are conducuing avery effective
rearguard action to conceal our
shortcomings and minimise the
damage to the image of Sri Lanka,
Since 1949, we have had as en-
voys senior politicians, Iawyers,
retired civil servants, judicial offi
cers, university dons, business ty-
coons; social workers of either
sex, townplanners, journalists—
and by and large they have acquitted
themselves well. A good many of
our diplemats have been at some
stage or other Govt Agents worl-
ing in remote Kachcheris: Shirley
Amerasinghe (Kegalle), Tilak G.
Gooneratne (Trincomalee) W. D.
Gunaratne (Kalutara) M. F. de S.

Jayaratne (Matara) B. F. Perera
(Kurunegala) and N. Q. Dias
(Mannar).

Our pot so-high rating in the

world is not in any way due to the
incompetence of our diplomats but
to the cumulative errors of our
political leaders and the dismal
record of the performance of our
economy completely run down al-
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most to breaking peint during
the last few years. The recent
posting as heads ‘of missiens indicate
that the Foreign Ministry has not
utilised the opportunity to make
the diplomatic service more res-
ponsive te the present trends—
the appointments more or less
geared to the itinerant mendicant
diplomacy of the cabinet ministers.
If politics is the art of the pos
sible, more so is diplomacy. Was
it J. K. Galbraith, American dip
lomat par excellence, who remarked
that in other walks of life, pom-
posity Is an occupational hazard—
in diplomacy it is commonly called
high professionalism. Styles in dip-
lomacy change as all styles change.
Fifty years ago Woodrow Wilson
talked of of'open covenants openly
arrived at.” How far away that seems.
What would Lord Curzon have
said of David Owen! Or for that
matter D. S. Senanayake orA. C. S.
Hameed or Nehru or A. B. Vajpayee
Now at the drop of a hat, our
Cabinet Ministers are seep at the
international Conference tables
giving televised interviews n the
world's capitals, virtually displac-
ing our heads of missions. The art
of diplomacy does not require that
its practioners should be dishonest
and lie abroad for the goed of the
country; only that they should
combine intelligence with the
necessary minimum of finesse. It is
the duty of the Head of Mission to
ensure that the Cabinet Minister
in his diplomatic role does not
behave like a man who goes to a
dance without knowledge of the
steps and wearing gumboots. Even
Caligula's horse can deliver the
goods with a modicum of training.
Maybe the diplomatic Service is
more sinned against than sinning.
An inquiry is most welcome but
certainly not an Inquisition.

Mickey Jayasundera

Rajasinghe Road,
Colombo 6.
18.3.78
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Tower Hall

Sir,

Times were when our fore-
fathers epjoyed music, drama and
cultural events in their pristine
purity during the Tower-Hall era.
Once again due to the untiring
efforts taken by the present Prime
Minister, the ope-time name and
fame of our gons apd daughters
of this Lankan soil who gave life
and meaning to the soul-stirring
music and patriotic dramatic per-
foermances of the past unforgettable
era are to be honoured and revived
back to life by the present genera-
tion of this country. This is indeed
a welcome move taken in the right
direction and deserves the en-
couragement and support of every
true son and daughter of this seil.

Apart from doing everything
possible to make this a reality,
it also behoves of this Government
to give a helping hand to the sury-
iving popular figures of the Tower-
Hall fame, who now almost always
lead a pauper’s life and unques-
tionably would appreciate gene-
rous assistance from the State to
cover up their present life of
misery due to their old age and
failing health.

M. Sri Kantha
Alwis Town,
Hendala.
17.3.78

Spare Bhutto
Sir,

| have been one of the most
intransigent political critics of Mr
Ali Bhutto, particularly during the
Liberation War of Bangladesh. |
kave written dozens of letters,
(then as Secretary, Friends of
Bangladesh), held meetings, atten-
ded international conferences sup-
porting the cause of Bapngladesh,
against the politics of Bhutto, who
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hot enly was the principal architect
of the vivesection of Pakistan, but
who was also behind the perpetra-
tion of the carnzge of several hup-
dreds of thousands of innocent
lives in East Pakistan (now Bang-
ladesh). Hls soldiers were respon-
sible for the rape of over 250,000
women in  Bangladesh. Cver
10,0C0,000 people sought refuge
in Calecutta, leaving their homes,
many to be burnt and farms des-
troyed. Yet inspite of all the atro
cities committed by Bhutto (who
eannot disclaim the responsibility
as he was the Prime Minister of
Pakistan), there was one redeem-
ing feature in his megalomania
politics, and that was to spare the
life of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
the leader ef the War of Liberation
of Bangladesh, who was his priso-
ner. This may have been an act
of diplomacy, but nevertheless, the
Sheikh's life was spared and later
he wastcbe President of Bangladesh.
Thus with all the crimes that can
be attributed to Z. A. Bhutto,
this act alene, should rouse world
opinion behind him against the death
sentence imposed on him for the
murder &f one of his political
opponents.

Another thing which one should
not forget is that with all his short-
comings, he was a man of the peo-
ple, who came to power through
elections rigged or otherwise. It
should also not be forgetten, that
Z. A. Bhutto, was the principle
person who displaced, Palkistan's
military rule, which had gone on
for over 15 years, and helped in the
development of the democrati-
sation of Pakistan, such as was
permitted to exist, in whatever
aborted form it was. Therefore
world opinion, capnot allew a
Military Dictator to sentence Ali
Bhutto, to death.

The death sentence, in the se-
cond half of the 20th century
(practised even in Buddhist coun-
tries) is as barberous an act, suchas
the stoning to death of a woman who
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had committed adultery recently
in Saudi Arabia. It is also as bar-
barous, as the cutting of a person's
hands for. stealing. ~ Therefore in
the name of human decency, the
life of Z. A. Bhutto should be
spared, not oply because the death
sentence is a barbarous thing, but
because, Bhutto, spared his life
of his enemy and rival and helping
to overthrow a [ong-lasting military
dictatorship and to democratise
Pakistan even in the form of a
caricature.
Amaradasa Fernando
(Former Secretary,
Friends of Bangladesh)

Colombo 5.
10.4.78
®
A Challenge To All
Religions
Sir,

I have followed with interest
the articles written in the Tribune
by Father Tissa Balasuriya OMI
on race relations in Sri Lanka. To

those of us who lived through
August 1977 the ca]l by Father
Balasuriya is significant. Unless

the leaders of all the religions in
Sri Lanka respond, communal dis-
turbances can occur again and just
as 1977 was worse than 1958, the
next one can be worse than [977.

In the campaign for communal
harmony the Buddhist leaders bear
“a heavy responsibility. Sri Lanka
is a predominantly Buddhist coun-
try and proud of being so. The
power of the Buddhist clergy is
paramount—so much so that Mr.
1. R. Jayewardene himself sum-
moned the Mahanayakes of all the
Chapters to Temple Trees, at the
height of the communal distur-
bances and assured them that he
will never permit Sri Lanka to be
divided.  Mr. Jayewardene has
also repeatedly said that the Tamils
in Sri Lanka have just grievances
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and that he will see that they are
removed.

Power carries responsibilities
and the Mahanayakes have a heavy
responsibility in directing their
clergy and laity to preserve com-
munal harmony. It is their duty
to respond to the call made by
Father Balasuriya. As religious
leaders in Sri Lanka they should
summon a conference of the lea-
ders—both clergy and laity—of all
the religions of Sri Lanka—Bud-
dhists, Christian, Hindu and Muslim—
and have a frank discussion as to
the underlying causes for communal
disharmony, not only between Sin-
halese and Tamils but also with
Muslims. The mass of the people
of Sri Lanka are relgious and readily
respond to any call made by their
respective clergy. After the tragedy
of August 1977 the various reli-
gious bodies called for Neighbour-
hood Councils but by that time
the Tamils had fled and the neigh-
bourhood lay desolate. It will be
more effective if Neighbourhood
Councils are formed befere com-
munal disturbapces occur.  The
Neighbourhood Councils should con-
sist of the leaders of all religions—
both clergy and laity. They should
meet regularly and have official
backing. If this is done without
delay the climate for commupal
harmony, so essential for develop-
ment, can be immediately improved.

During August 77 the flames
of commupal disturbances were
encouraged by thugs who always
wait for such oppertunities. The
law enforcement agencies were not
helpful as evidence before the
Sansoni Commission has revealed.
A good portent for the future is
that both the President and the
Prime Minister have made it clear
that they will see that law and
order is enforced, with official sup-
port. The Neighbourhood Councils'
led by the clergy and laity of all
religions, can see any signs of com-
munal tension apywhere in the
island and quickly help to diffuse it.
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The UNP government is chang-
ing over from a consumer-oriented
economy to a production oriented
econpomy. This is a painful process
and necessaruly entails hardships
specially on the lower income
grovrs. Tensions will mount and
it wii. be the duty of the peigh-
bourhood Councils to explain the
need for this operation—the Sur-
geon's knife, which cuts to heal.
Example is better than precept
and the leaders both clergy apd
laity, must share in the hardships
and accept no privileges. If this is
done Sri Lapnka need never agaip
be afraid of communal disturbances.

This is the reason of the New
Year for both Sinhalese and Tamils

—a common heritage which wa
must all endeavour to cherish
and foster.

RW.C.T.
Colombo,
10.4.78

4]

False Election
Promises
Sir,

It is common knowledge that
Political Parties that seek power
give election promises in their
Election Mapifestos, some of which

they themselves know cannot be.

fulfilled,
Voters

but to hoodwink the
and capture their votes.
Once they are entrenched in
power, even the promises that
they gave which could be fulfilled
are left in oblivien, not to speak
of the impossible promises they
made in their Manifestos.

The Democratic Voters who are
misled by these false promises
and put the Party in power can do
nothing as the Law stands at pre-
Sent, but to grin and wait till their
full term is completed to teach
them a sound lesson. This has hap-
pened in our country more than
once.

Now the question is instead of
waiting till their full term is com-
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pleted is there no other Democ-
ratic Method of removing them
from seats of nower. It is an elec-
tion offence to bribe the Voters
to get their VYotes. Cannot their
giving of election promises in the
Manifestos toco be made an elec
tion offence if they are not fulfilled
as deceiving the Voters to capture
their Votes and the Voters given
the right to challenge the Leaders
of the Party in power in the highest
Tribunal in the land and if proved
the Leaders and the Members
of that Party unseated for sevep
years and the Party too banned
for seven years.

This question should be above
Party Politics and all those who
are desirous of having clean FElec-
tions should support this move.
Of course, improvements could be
made on this proposal and for
this all the Democratic Party Lea-
ders who have the interests of the
country at heart should get to-
gether and hammer out a solution
on the lines indicated. Then there
would be less rivalry and clean
elections could be held in a* calm
atmosphere. Last, but pot the
least. Voters would not be deceived.

Solomon Gunasekera
Walpola, Angoda.
25th April, 1978

A Plea To His Exce-
llency The President
Sir,

A few months ago, a fine of Rs
1000/- was imposed on the Editor
of Ceylon Observer, Mr. Harold
Pieris and Associate Editor Mr.
Philip cooray, each by the NSA
for breach of Privilege. We must
be very grateful to the Indepen-
dent Newspapers Ltd., and to Mr.
S. Nadesan Q.C. for pro mptly point-
ing out the dangers ipherent in
such action.

The complainant in this case was
the Honourable Minister of Foreign
Affairs, Mr. A. C.S, Hameed, first
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Member for Akurana in the Natio-
nal Assembly. This is the first time
in Sri Lanka’s parliamentary history
a case was brought before the NSA
and heard. The NSA has powers
to punish the accused upder Sec-
tion 22 of the Parliament (Powers
& Privileges) Act Neo. 21 of 1953
as amended by Law No. 5 of 1978
read with the Schedule Part A
under Section 22 paragraph 8 of
the said act.

In this case the Editors showed
cause for the error and tepdered
their apologies to the House as
well as to the first member for
Akurana, The present Prime Minis-
ter, Hon. Mr. R. Premadasa (then
Hon. Minister of Local Govern-
ment, Housing and Construction
Leader of the House) stated that
the fine should be Rs. 2,500/- each
but His Excellency the President
Hon. J. R. Jayawardene (then the
Prime Minister in his speech brou-
ght a resolution to rpeduce the
fine to Rs. 1000/- each.

In this case the complainant was a
member of the UNP and most of the
Hon. Members of the NSA were
the party colleagues of the com-
plainant and in these circumstances
as Mr. Nadesan QC explained in
his article in the Sun: "'being called
upon to prove something as a
court of law is rather different
from being called upopn to prove
it in the NSA, the majority of
whose members may be party
colleagues of the complainant.”

Therefore, | agree with the views
expressed by Mr. Nadesan, QC
and | beg His Excellency the Presi-
dent of Sri Lanks to £0 into this
matter with circumspection and
protect the freedom of the press
as the saviour of Free Cevlon.

Mirando Obeysekera
(President, Deshapremi
Kala Peramupa).

128, Lady MeCallum Drive,
Nuwara Eliya,
16,4.78
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Confidentially

Any Fish Left?

IS IT NOT A FACT that fish is
scarce-in our markets and prices
have therefore soarsd? That
seer more often than not fetches
Rs. 15/~ a1b.? That prices ofall other
varieties of fish have gone up pro-
portionately? The quantity of fish
that comes to the Fisheries Cor-
poration stalls at the official prices
is so insignificantly small that it
has no impact on fish prices in the
open market! That the “‘excuse’’
being trotted out in the official
media is that owing to the scarcity
of meat there is a greater demand
for fish—and hence the shortage
and high prices? That whilst there
may be an element of truth in this,
— there is no doubt that -the
quantity of fish caught by our
fishermen has been reduced to a
very large extent! That the Cor-
poration does not do any deep-
sea trawling (it was stopped be-
cause of corrupt and inefficient
operations) and the country has to
depend solely on the catch of our
fishermen? That the Minister and
the Corporation had placed all
their hopes on the 409 that fore-
ign licensed trawlers were expected
to turn in? That, like counting
chickens before the eggs were hat-
ched, the Minister had talked about
buffer stocks (it had ranged from
200 tons to 34,000 tops) that the
Corporation had hoped would
come from the catches handed
in by the foreign trawlers? Thagall
this fish 'was to be distributed
during the New Year but there was
none ! That people know that fish
is now extremely scarce everywhere
in the island because the local fisher-
men have failed to get the quantities
they usually get during this season !
That elsewhere in this issue we
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have published an extract from
the Hansard *of April 21 in which
Minister Festus Perera stated that
he had had to cancel the licence
of one company because the Ceylon
Navy had reported that the traw-
lers had violated the 25 mile limit
rule? That the Member for Point
Pedro, Mr. Thurairatnam, who is
knowledgeable about fishing mat-
ters, said that with a 25-mile the
foreign trawlers came up to 8 to
10 miles of the shore and sugges-
ted that the limit should be pushed
up to 40 or 50 miles at least? That
the crucial question is that with-
out a large number of naval ves-
sels to epforce the 25-mile limit,
it would be impossible to patrol
the entire coast to see that foreign
trawlers did not encroach on for-
bidden waters? That foreign traw-
lers had encroached into our fish-
ing areas even in the old days,
but now with a large npumber
operating under licences. poaching
and encroaching have becomes vir-
tually legalised? That Sri Lanka does
not even have enough naval patrol
boasts. to see that only licensed
foreign trawling is done In our
waters! That it is unfortupate that
the Fisheries Minister had issued
these licences without adequate
discussion ameng circles which know
something of these matters? That
he apd his officials would have
learpt that couptries with fishing
industries had demanded the 200-
mile maritime zopne not merely
for what is on the sea-bed but
in order to conserve the fish near
the coast for local fishermen? That
in a recent article in the Herald
Tribune, Michael Knight, discuse
sing the complaints of US fisher-
men, in regard to the strict con-
servation laws (catching extremely
young fish etc. etc), had pointed
out that: '“The 200-mile limit was
enacted after a decade in which
fleets owned by foreign govern-
ments and using scout helicopters,
teams of trawlers and large factory
processing ships depleted the fish
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After Foreign Trawlers -

populations by methodically work-
ing a given area until all signs of
life were gone and then moving
on to repeat the process. The
Americans, working alone and op
small wooden boats, were out-
fished beyond the ofd 12-mile
limit and could not compete even
in Gloucester, where the on-shore
processing plants began importing
cheaper frozen fish caught by the
foreign fleets’'! That the US con-
servation laws were intended to
allow fish populations in the seas
to regenerate (“'studies showed that
haddock for example, had dec-
lined to only 2 pereent of the pum-
ber found a decade ago') and to
ensure that fish did pot become
extinct on @ commercial scale?
That in Sri Lapka, even if experts
had studied the problem, the pub-
lic is not aware of the impact of
legal and iilegal trawler fishing in
the seaz around the island? That
a fleet of mechanised trawlers
can ‘‘slaughter fish®' our entire
fishing banks so that fish will not
be found on & commercial scale
for a long long time! That one
question is whether this has alse
happened even inside the old 12-
mile territoriz] limit? That it is not
enough to cancel licences of fore-
ign trawlers which come within the
25 mile limit? That something more
drastic is called for? That the zost to
the Cevlen Navy ard Government to
patrol the entire coastline will cost us
far more in foreign exchange (for
boats, fuel, spares stc. etc.) than all
the meney the Fisheries Corporation
can ever hope to earn on the mea-
sely royalties charged for different
varieties of fish, prawns and lobs-
ters? That within six months or
less oflicensed foreign trawlers ope-
rating around Sri Lanka, our waters
have been bled of all fish? That
the time has teme for govern-
ment to consider the cancellation
of all licences to foreign trawlers
and allew what is left of our fish
population to regenerate in the
200-mile maritime zone?
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