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Letter From ‘Che Editor

THE PICTURE ON THE COVER this week is symbolic of Posc;n which falls
next week and reflects the spirit of the Kapilavastu Relics from India which
are being venerated all over the island. The Buddha is a world teacher
who preached the equality of man in the context of tolerance, understanding,
kindliness and compassion. Domination, exploitation and discrimination,
on the one hand, and racialism, communalism and casteism, on the other,
are foreign to Buddha's dhamma. For seme years in the recent past in Sri
Lapka, many people, especially in the socio-political arena, had forgotten
these virtues and the country was plunged into upnbuddhistic confrontations
and conflicts betweep races, classesand groups who should really have
co-operated to build a better, richer and more harmonious country
on the basis of upity, equality and justice. But, in spite of many exhorta-
tions to the contrary, the country was driven in the name of language, race
and religion to the brink where Sovereignty and Identity was upder threat
of extinction by the blind folly and stupid actions of adherents of fissiparous,
divisive and sectarian trends coptending for political power. However,
the results of the July 1977 general elections brought a change, A pew
and powerful force emerged which sought to undo the harm donpe to Sri
Lanka and also to create ap ideal state in terms of the liberal humanitariap
and democratic concepts popularised by J. R. layawardene through the
Manifesto of the United National Party. Some of the highest of the high
dignitaries of the Buddhist Sangha also fearlessly declared, for the first time
in living memory, that true Buddhism must accord equality and justice to
all races, languages and religions in this country. This set in motion a chaip
reaction Which led to the abandoning of unfortunate policies like standardi-
sation, to the repealing of unsavoury laws like the Criminal Justice
Commission Act and to ending of practices that had reduced the minorities
to the level of second and third class citizens. Whilst there can be very
serious differences of opinion on the correctpess and justifiability of many
things being done on the economic front, there cannot be the slightest
dispute about the universal validity of what has generally been referred
to as the Third Amendment. The changes are expected to create a society
in which the communal and connected disputes will be minimised or even
eliminated. But, it has not been easy to reach what has been achieved.
Blind fanaticism and monomanical ego-centrism of extremist groups in the
two major communities, which have so thrived on conflicts that stem from
discrimination, exploitation and desire for domination, have resorted to
every possible form of action to prevent these healthy developments. These
dangerous forces have triggered communal holocausts, they have poisoned
the political atmosphere and they hz ‘e resofted to viclence and terrorism,
in fact everything possible to prevent 1. R. Jayewardene's—there is no doubt
that the credit must go to him—attempt to re-structure and re-fashion a
Sri Lanka that will be acceptable to right-thinking people in all communities.
The high principles enshrined in the Third Amendment or the New Cons-
titution while not being the Ultimate or the Absolute marks the beginning
of a great adventure in nation building. Some want the new constitutional
changes termed the Third Amendment and lament the passing away of the
pompous-sounding Republican Constitution of 1972. Readers will recall
that when this Constitution was adopted in 1972, Tribune had declared (when
some of its sponsors had claimed it would last 2 thousand years — like
Hitler's boast about his Reich) that with all its infirmities, the Republi-
can Constitution would not last a thousand days. In actua] fact it has
lasted about 2000 days,
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

We've All The Money
We Want But. ... 2

Colombo, June 10.

At the mesting of the Govern-
ment Parllamentary Group on
Tuesday. June 6, the President
had stated that tne government
was making arrapgements to dis-
tribute esssential foed items on
the ratiop book and the token
card. The reason - for this was set
out in the communpique issued
about the mesting., It stated:

“The® Government has spent
about Rs. 1,200 million by way of
wage increases and welfare ser-
vices to the pecple. The increase
of jobs and the ipcrease in the
spending capacity has resulted ip
the ipcrease of market prices. The
need for the preduction of ade-
quate goods has become a great
necessity. The scarcity of poultry
and other ajimal food and the
consequent clesure of farms hag
resulted in a shortage of meat.
Thea prices too have gone Up. As a
result the peorle have been com-
pelled to eat fish. Therefore there
is a scarcity of fish and the prices
have gone up. In 1978/79 about
four lakhs will get employment
under the Mahaweli Project.”

The President, according to
the communique had also mentio-
ned: “..the doors are now open
for a free economy in this country.
With 400,000 persoris being ab-
sorbed to the Mahaweli Scheme
in the near future, large factories
and industries coming up in the
Frae Trade Zope, and the develop-
ment ‘of our agriculture based on
the country's cultural tradition he
hoped the country would enter
into a new era."

What this amounts to is that
the country will scon be in the grip
of an inflationary spiral that will
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gather momentum like a tornado
wiiich, as everybodykn ows, can-
not be contrdlled by human agen-
cies. lt wreaks its fury uptil its
force is spant.

This inflation has no doubt beep
caused by the pumping in of money
into the Sri Lanka economy on a
staggzeringly massive scale made
possible by the grants, aid, loans
and other hajdouts from the rich
countriss. At the Parl'amestary
Group mesting, the President had
thanked Mipisters Ronnie de Mel
and Gamini Dissanayake for obtain-
ing the assistance the country has
rezeised. There is no doubt that
Sri Lanka has received assistance
in cash, lkind and service which
not even the most optimistic ad-
herants of the dharmista way of life
had expected. Finance Minister,
Roanie de Mel, made a statement
in the NSA on Tuessday, June 6
in which he stated that the mopey
nezsded for development was avai-
lable and what was pneeded now as
the people’s efforts to utilise these
fupds to the maximu-=n. The Finance
Minister's statemepnt in the NSA
was 3 notable one and merits sa-
rious copsideration. The full text
of the speech is published below
for the record:

“I wish to inform this hopourable
Housz and through this house
the people of the country of the
successful outcome of the Sri
Lanka Aid Group meeting held in
Paris last month. The Govern-
ment of President ). R. jayewar-
depe wishes to establish healthy
* traditions of Parliamentary pro-
cedura in this land and keep Hopou-
rable Members of this House fully
informed at all times. It is in this
true spirit of Parliamentary De-
mocracy that | thought it fit to
appraise Members of this House
regarding the Aid negotiations
which | have just concluded and
which are vital to the future deve-
lopment of this country. Conpsi-
derable preparatory work had been
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-gramme.

Why Rationing Again?

dope for this Aid Group Mseting
almest since MNovember last year
by my Ministry and 2lso by officizls
of other Ministries. For the first
time in recent years the Sri Lanka

" Government faced the Aid Group

Meeting with copfidence and hope.
We had reasoen to be confident.
We had a clzar cut economic

policy and a definite programme

of economic developmert to pre-
sent to the Aid Group. We had
within the short time this Gov-
ernment has been in office given
effect to a series of policy reforms
designed towards a revival apd
resuscitation of the ecopomy and
setting it on a course of develop-
ment and growth. We presented
to the Aid Group Meeting the
frameworl of a Medium Term
lnvestment Programme and Stra-
tegy, a Summary Description of
Projects suitable for aid financing
and a Status Statement on the
Mahaweli Ganga Development Pro-
For the first time in the
history of Sri Lanka we had 2 port-
folio of over one hupdred well-
thought out Projects in Agriculture,
Irrigation, Industry, Fisherics, Hous-
ing, Transport, Pert Development,
Social Overheads etc.—projects
which the Aid Groups could sup-
port. In the past our case went by
default all too often because we
had no portfolio of worthwhile
projects. | would wish to thank
my Ministerial Colleagues and the
Officials of my Ministry and other
Ministries for the untiring efforts
they had made in helping me to
prepare Sri Lanka's case for the
Aid Group Meeting. My success
in a large measure was due to their
efforts and due to the confidence
Government enjoyed in the inter-
national community.

“Representatives of |4 coup-
tries and 5 International Institu-
tions participated at the Meeting,
The countries represented as Mem-
bers were Australia, Canda, France,
Federa] Republic of Germany, Italy,
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Fingnce Minister's Statement

Japan, Nethrelands, Norway, Swe-
den, United Kingdom and the Uni-
ted States of America, while Aus-
tria, India apd Switzerland parti-
cipated as observers. The Inter-
national Institutions represented
copsisted of the World Bank, the
International Monetary Fund, the
Asian Development Bank, the Uni-
ted Nations Development Pro-
gramme apnd the OECD. Norway
attended this meeting for the
first time as a regular Member of
the Sri Lapka Aid Group. Swit-
zerland and Austria participated for
the first time as Observers. It is
hoped that Switzerland and Austria
will become regular members in
due course. Ths increasing num-
ber of countries and international
institutions present at this meet-
ing is ap indication of the corfi-
dence shown by the internztional
commupity in Sri Lanka and its
present Government. In my state-
ment to the Aid Group as Leader
of the Sri Lanka Delegation, | de-
tailed the significance of the results
of the Elections held in July 1977
apd pointed out that our Goverp-
ment has received a mandate to
build a just and free society for
which a just and free economy
was the surest foundation. | spot-
lighted the economic problems con-
fronting the new administration
and indicated our plans for deve-
lopment. 1 described briefly the
run-down state of our econemy
and the causes that led to such
run-down.

“l pointed out our inability to
maintain our social achievements
and meet the basic needs of the
people, due to the serious paucity
of resources. | analvsed the cau-
ses and copsequences of the past
policles that have led to this situ-
ation. | reiterated the determina=
tion of the Government led by
President Jayewardene to move
away from ecopomic stagnation,
and economic policies based on
mere survival, to those that would
promate ecopomic growth In the

3

medium and long term. The urgent
need to solve the twin problems
of unemployment and under-deve-
lopment and the necessity to solve
these without impairing the social
achievements of Sri  Lanka were
emphasised in my statement. |
enumerated the several measures
already taken by the Goverpment,
political as well as economic, to
lay the foundation for social and
economic growth. In my state-

ment, | identified our needs for the -

revival and resuscitation of the
existing economy, rehabilitation
of the infra structure and invest-

ment in development projects with
a view to solving in the near future
the unemployment problem apd
other problems. | drew attention
to the three major projects our
Government is undertaking, viz:
the Mahaweli Development Pro-
gramme, the Export Processing Zone
and the Greater Colombo Urbapn
Development Project and Housing
Programme. The relevance of
these projects to employment crea-
tion and income generation were
emphasised. | urged that substap-
tial increased quantum of aid op
the softest possible terms be made
available to Sri Lanka and thzt at
least in the ipitial years, the aid
should be of a quick disbursing
nature. | urged that assistance for
the Mahaweli Programme should
be given in addition to the pormal
quantum of aid as it is our intep-
tion to undertake the construction
of the Mahaweli Projects simul-
taneously with development invest-
ment in other sectors of the eco-
nomy. | also thanked the mem-
bers of the Aid Group for the sup-
port extended to Sri Lapka up to
now and for the increased support
that would be forthcoming in the
future,

“Mr. David Hopper, Vice Presi-
dent of the World Bank who chai-
red the meeting paid the most
glowing tribute possible to Sri
Lanka and to the Governtent of

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

President J. R. Jayewardene. The
new Government voted to office
at the last Elections he stated
moved with commendable energy
to tackle some of the complex
problems facing the country's eco-
nomy. | am using his own words
as | feel that the Members of this
House and through them the peo-
ple of the country should know what
a tremendous amount of confi-
dence has been built up for Sri
Lanka and in what high esteem
the Goverpment of President J. R
Jayewardens is held in the eyes
of the world. Mr. Hopper added
that during the discussions he has
had with Preside;it Jayewardene
and other Ministers of the Gov-
erpment, he was impressed by the
infectious enthusiasm, epergy and
earpestness of purpose (|l am using
Mr. Hopper's words again) which
the new Government has brought
to bear on Sri Lanka's develop-
ment problems, and commended
the several policv changes, that effec-
tively recast the bacsic ground rules
on which the economy runs, within
the relatively short period the
Government has been in office.
An element of hope arises in
Sri lanka’s devzlopment horizon,
he said, frem the manifest deter-
mination of the Government to
pursue the new ecopnomic policy.
He said that with the new poli-
cies and programmes, Sri Lanka
is now looking beyond the mere
exigencies of survival to a restora- |
tion of the growth process in the
medium and lengterm. The per-
formance of the Government dur-
ing the past nine months, he be-
lieved, had eliminated the credi-
bility gap that may have existed
in the past, in relating pronounce-
ment to performance. Mr. Hopper
said that Sri Lanka was noew poised
on the brink of a major break-
through with the stagnatlon in
economic policies and performance,
and that iv would be little short
of a tragedy if Sri Lanka’s economic
reforms and development pro-

ﬁligun-E. funs 17, 1978
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gramme weres allowed to fail on
account of inadequate support from
the Aid group, particularly over
the next year or two. He concluded
his comments stating that Sri
Lanka deserves the full sugport
of the Aid Group in the difficule
task of the restoration of the eco-
nomic development process.

“After the preliminary statements,
the Donor countries
their views. The consensus of
views expressed was the donor
countries fully supported the policy
of the new Government in Sri Lanka
and that they would support the
Development Programme of the
Goverpment, including the Maha-
weli Ganga Development Project.
Some representatives indicated
areas or sectors for which they
would wish to provide assistance.
The financing of the Mahaweli
Ganga Development Programme was
taken up as a separate Agenda item,
in view of its importance to the
economy of Sri Lanka and also its

magnitude. In introducing the
subject Mr. Hopper further re-
ferred to the tremendous sense

of urgency and direction that the
Government has brought to bear
on the programme and that the
Mahaweli Programme stanas out
quite cleraly as the single most im-
portant development activity to
be taken up by Sri lanka since
Independence. At the copclusion
of the discussions the delegates
were called upon by the Chairman
to indicate the quantum of ajd
likely to be made available to Sri
Lanka by Members of the Aid
Group. In this connection, | would
wish to say a few words by way
of clarification in regard to the
pledges made at the Aid Group
Meeting. Ipdications are given by
tne represenstatives of the various
donor governments and institutions
* of the aid likely to be made available
to Sri Lanka during the current
years; but this should not be re-
garded as official commitment: no
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expressed .

announcemgnt of the quantum could
be made until the aid allocution to
Sri Lanka has received the approvai
of the zuthorities of the donor Go-
vernments copcerned, invariably
the legis latures of the respec-
tive countries. This does not in
any way detract from the firmpess
or the validity of the indications
given or pledges made. It is merely
a question of our pot makiag offi-
cial announcements of the aid to
be expected from any particular
source in deference to the sove-
reignty of the authority responsible
for sanctioning such aid in the
respective dopor country. | am,
therefore, not in a position to
announce | the breakdown country
by country though | have myself
a compete breakdown of the total
amount of the aid.

“The total aid pledged at the
meeting of the Aid Group works
out to approximately Rs. 6,100
miilion or 6 billion rupees. In terms
of dollars, the amount pledged
this year is higher than that was
plédged last year by 134 millien
dollars, eauivalent to Rs. 2100
million or 54 per cent. Of the to-
tal aid piedged, Rs. 1694 milliong
would be available as outright
grants nen-repayable by Sri Lapka
and the balance Rs. 4329 million
as soft term loans. | wish to point
out to Hopourable Members that
this pledge of Rs. 6100 million does
not include aid for the Mahaweli

Finance Minister's Stotement

regular aid programme and also
that this aid would be on cornces-
sionary terms. It appears likely
that the entire foreign costs of
Mahaweli and even a portion* of
the local costs could be financed
from aid on the basis of statement
already made by certain donor
countries at the Aid Group meeting
held last month. The fact that a
special Aid Group meeting will be
held in lanuary 1979 does not
also mean that work on Mahaweli
Project can be started oply after
the Japuary 1979 meeting. As a
matter of fact some priority pro-
jects for which bilateral aid has
been already negotiated will be
started immediately and without
waiting for the special meeting to
be convened in January. From the
indications already given, | have
no doubt that aid will be forth-
coming to start Victoria, Kotmale,
Randenigala, Maduru Oya, Ulhi-
tiya and possible Moragahakanda
in 1978/72. For these | expect to
get a sum of money even larger
than the Rs. 6000 million already
pledged at Paris, but | do not wish
to count the chicken before they
are hatched.

“l am happy to state that the
volume of aid received is a record
for Sri Lanka. The Government
should therefore have all the fore-
ign resources necessary for its
immediate development progra-
mme. We can go ahead both
with our normal development pro-

Project. It is for our pormal deve= ~gramme and with Mahaweli side by

lopment projects in Agriculture,
Irrigation,  Industry,  Fisheries,
Housing, Plantations etc. The
Mahaweli Project will be copsi-
dered at a special meeting of the
Aid Group to be convened in
January 1979 when firm cost esti-
mates would become available. The
Aid Group countries, however,
agreed in principle to accept the
Mahaweli Programme and also ag-
reed that aid for Mahaweli would
be in addition to the pormal or
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side, complementary to each other
as it were. This will be our approach
and this will be our strategy. All
this aid which we have received
is a tribute to the sound economic
and financial policies of the J. R.
Jayewardene Government and the
confidence which all countries res-
pose in President J. R. Jayewar-
dene and the UNP government.
The aid which he have received
this year, Mr. Speaker, is signi-
ficant not only because of the total
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Finance Minister’'s Statement®

amount which is a record but for
several other reasons. Almost all
this aid is on concessiopnary terms
1/2 percent—3 percent apnd quite
a proportion of this aid—Rs. 1694
million has been given as non-
repayable outright grants. The
donor countries have also accep-
ted the principle that aid for Maha-
weli will be on concessionary terms
and will be additional to the nor-
mal aid programme for other pro-
jects of the government. There is
another significant new feature ip
this year’s aid for Sri lapka to
which | should draw the atteption
of the Members of this House and
of the people of this country.

“For the first time, several small
countries like Netherlands, Swe-
den, Norway etc., have given us
considerable aid on the most fav-
ourable terms. Our aid programme
is no longer dependent on the large
couptries and big powers alone.
This diversification of aid is signi-
ficant for the maintenance of our
policy of strict nop-alignment and
friendship with all countries. We
also expect to receive aid from
_the Soviet Union, China, GDR and
Socialist countries. We are also
expecting aid from the OPEC coun-
tries. | have met the Managing
Directors of the Saudi Fund for
Development and the Kuwait Fund
for Development and the Diretor
General of OPEC in Vienna, as a
result a delegation from the Saudi
Fund for Development has come
to Sri Lanka and held discussicus
with me and we hope to receive
aid from Saudi Arabia too in due
course. Wse haye already received
Rs. 100 million from OPEC after
my discussions at Vienna.

“The International Fund for Agri-
cultural Development (IFAD) has
also granted us approximately Rs.
190 million for the Kirindi Oya
Project being a 50 year loan with a
10 year grace period and a one
percent service charge per annum
only. |am glad to state that this is

the first loan given by IFAD to
any country, a signal honour to
Sri Lanka. The loan agreement was
signed by me in Rome. Austria
and Switzerland also attended the
Aid Group meeting as Observers
for the first time. It is expected
that they will come in as full mem-
bers into the Sri Lanka Aid Group
next year. The aid obtained this
year is also significant for apother
reason. As a result of_:onsiderable
lobbying by us in the World Bapk,
the Asian Development Bank the
Aid Group Meeting and meetings
of other lending agencies we have
been able to obtain foreign aid to
finance not only the foreign costs
but also the local costs of our deve-
lopment schemes for the first time.
This is a very significant break-
through. For example, the en-
tirety of the Kirindi Oya Scheme
both foreign costs and local 'costs
amounting approximately to Rs.
640 million will be financed under
foriegn aid and will not be a burden
on my Budget. As a considerable
part of foreign aid this year is in
the nature of either nop-repayable
grants or loans on the softest terms
possible, for example 50 years
with 10 years grace period at |{2to
3 per cent interest—the future
debt repayment burden for Sri
Lanka on foreign aid received this
year will be considerably less than
before. Never in the history of
Sri Lanka has aid been obtained
on such concessionary terms be-
fore.” Never in the history of Sri
Lanka has so much assistance been
given to our country in a single
year. This too is a tribute to the
confidence inspired by the deve-
lopment programme of the J. R.
Jayewardene Government.

“Apart from foreign aid consi-
derable interest has also been
shown by foreign investors in the
proposed Export Processing Zone
in all the countries | visited. | had
the privilege of addressing the
Confederation of British Industry
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in London at a meeting at which
88 big firms were represented. |
also addressed the Confederation
of French Chambers of Commerce
and Industry in Paris and the Cham-
bers of Commerce in Stockholm,
Gothepburg and Oslo. On pre-
vious visits | had addressed the
Federation of Chambers of Com-
merce apnd Industry in Tokyo and
Bonn and also addressed Swiss
investors at the International Trade
Centre in Geneva. | had also ad-
dressed similar meetings in New
York on a previous visit. At all
these meetings considerable interest
was shown in the Export Pro-
cessing Zone and investment in
Sri Lanka despite the economic
recession in the Western world
| hope that the interest which
has been generated will soon be
trapslated into definite action and
investment in Sri Lanka. The in-
terest shown in Sri Lapka's eco-
nomic development in the foreign
press is also unprecedented.”

The Finance Minister’s statement
is a comprehensive one and clearly
sets out the mechanics of how
the loans were obtained. But what
is not explained—and we cannot
expect it in an official government
statement—is why the rich deve-
loped (some over-developed) coun-
tries organised in the bastions of
western capitalism like the IBRD,
ABD, IMF, IDA etc. etc. decided
to extent this aid to poor little
Sri Lanka at this juncture.

The Rs. 20,000 million—Rs. 25,000
million that Sri Lanka may receive
is the next three years is a2 mere
bagatelle for these countries. Even
the total loss of this money can do
ne more harm than a minor pin-
prick on their economies. This
is money these countries can easily
lose or forget about without doing
any damage to their financial ins-
titutions  They can also cancel
these debts without giving a
second thought to them.
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But, to the capitalist, every cent
or every penny counts. They know
how to make them go the furthest.
If they cannot obtain dividends
in profit and cash they want poli-
tical advantages, bilaterally (for
each dopor country), multi-laterally
(for the group) and globally (for
capitalism).  All donor countries
want both, prefic (visible or invisi-
ble) as well as political confarmism.
There are no altruistic donors.

But wiih so many disappoint=
Ments a d fzilures since the end
of World War Il rich dopor coup-
tries Lave become chary and cau-
tious about extending new aid.
It was difficult enough for them
to collect the interest on the old
loans, leave alone the capital. And
many LDC (less developed countries)
want the cancellation of 2l old
debts—certainly debts on which
heavy interest payments have al-
ready been made.

Nevertheless, the international
capitalism (2  left-wing cliche
but a true reality) has decided
to take a gamble with S¢i Lanka,
Why?

In a world where capitalism ig
constantly under attack, where the
system of private enterprise and
profit is being eroded at so many
points and where the word capi-
talism has been identified with
greed, exploitation and domipa-
tion, there is pot the slightest
doubt that the capitelist gianty
are making a last minute attempt
to salvage their reputation and
future. A study of the Trilateral
Commission, about which we have
said a little in earlier issues, will
show that a new endeavour is
being made to present capitalism
in a new light by formulating readily
saleable programmes and policies.
Primarily, the Third World had
to be won over for capitalist and
from 1972/73 when the Trilateral
Commission emerged (as the eco-
nomic counterpart of the milj-
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tarist and political groupings known
as the Bilderberg Conference),
there have been concerted attempts
by the West to develop and don a
new kind of sheep's clothing that
can hide even the most ferocious
capitalist wolf from the eyes of
the third world.

Left wing and radical ecircles
and jourpals have blasted the
Trilateral Commission as a sipister
conspiracy to denigrate and des-
troy the economic independence
of Third World countries in a bid
to prevent the boundaries of capi
talism from shrigking any further.
It is pot necessary to cite such
polemics from the radical jourpals
to show what the Trilateral Com-
mission is and what it wants to
achieve. It will be enough to refer,
at the start, to an article in the
highly prestigious and respectable
pro-Us Establishment  journal
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, AN AMERI-
CAN  QUARTERLY “REVIEW—
October 1976, Vol. 55, No. [|—
written by Richard H. Ullmap,
(Director of the 1980s Project of
the Council on Foriegn Relations
and Professor of International Af-
airs at Princeton Univer‘sity and
author of Anglo-Soviet Relations,
1917-21, 3 vols., and other works),
entitled TRILATERALISM: “PART-
NERSHIP"" FOR WHAT?

It is a fascinating study and all
interested in the “subject should
read it. We will refer, if neces-
sary, to relevant extracts, from thig
article whenever we examine the
objectives and activities of the
Trilateral Commission (TC). Bug
for the moment, the Christian
Science Monitor article by Jeremiah
Novak, we published (vide Tripune

June 3, Vol. 22 No. 45) provides
adequate source material for our -

deductive and inferential com-
ments. After tracing the rationale
behind the setting up of the TC,
Novak pointed out that “it is be-
cause Carter now Is President that
the ideas of the Commission are
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?"ruatemd Comm zsicn

importart..in essence, the Coms

+ mission has devised a plan to tota-

lly renovate GATT, the IMF, and
the World Bapk, The plan would
create 2 world economic system
far different from that of Bretton
Woods..” Novak refers to the
more important of the TC's plans
to win tha third world to capitalism
by a new economic order.

Sri Lanka is one of the first coup-
tries in the third world which
seems to have full benefits blessings
of Trilateral experiment. In the
last two years of-the SLFP regime,
the concessions IMFand the IBRD
were willing to grant the Goverp-
ment were an indication of the
changes that were in the offing,
but the election of a UNP goverp-
ment which was returped on a
programme of ‘free enterprise’”
provided the TC with a splendid
opportunity to test its plans. Al-
ready, the new IMF Policies are
being tried out ip some countries,
but in regard to some there
have been differences of opinion
even among the Trilateralists as to
what should be done. But there
seems to have been a rare unanimity
not only among the Trilateral
glants but also the smaller rich
capitalist nations who go along
with them to allow Sri Lapka to
combine a subsidised public sec-
tor economy and a subsidiesed

=food distribution system with a

massive infusion of foreign capital
to provide a special leverage for
private enterprise to grow and in
time dominate the whole ecopnomic
structure. The sponsors and pat-
rons of this new TC experiment
seem to feel copfident that ip spite
of initial setbacks, pin pricks, and
difficulties, the Sri Lankap economy
could be induced to effect a break-
through from stagnation into afflu-
ence that will banish for ever re-
volution, sccialism and the other
evils which they think stem from
third world poverty,
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it will be our endeavour to exa-
mine how far the aspirations of the
TC will be successful so far as Sri
Lanka is concerned. The first act
of the drama has begup: massive
mopey zid has been made avai-
lable to Srilanka: the existing sub-
sidies (which were apathema to
the pre-TC IMF) are being conti-
nuad though symbolic cuts haye
been effected whilst new increased
subsidies  (flour and  bread)
have been sanctioned:dole and sub-
sidised housing are being offerad
ag incantives to keep the population
happy whilst the ecopomy is “de-
veloped': and censumerism is being
satisfied to the maximum possible
with liberal imports. Democratic
traditiopns and the rule of law are
being permitted whilst the irop
fist has also been shown in legis-
lation to check subversive move-
ments and terrorism.

But it is not clear whether the
TC and our Government have paid
sufficient heed to the possible socio-
political consequences of the kind
of inflation that has begun to sweep
the couptry (with the devaluation
that was part of the TC-IMF package)
in which the contrasts between
rich and poor are being shown
up very sharply.

The question that concerns us
now is whether the acclaimed
panceas of the new-TC inspired
\MF and IBRD policies wil' Lring
economic prosperity to Sri Lanka,
apd, if so. at what price! Can the
TC-IMF experiment in Sri Lanka,
if successful, be repeated in other
coupntries or will it be unique be-
cause of a upique combination of
socio-pelitical and economic fac-
tors extant in this island at this
time! Looking at the other side of
the coin, what if the best efforts
of the Trilateral to save Sri Lanka
for capitalism (by providing high
living standards and prosperity for
nearly everybody on a per-capita
basis) fails?

7

It is necessary to be clear
about one thing. What is
happening in Sri Lanka to-
day is not something which
we Sri Lankans (and the UNP)
could not have set in motion
by ourselves. We are the
playthings of international
forces which have decided
that Sri Lanka is a place
where an experimernt should
be tried out. If we Sri Lan-

kans grasp the opportuni-
ties offered, whilst we at
the same time succeed

in maintaining our self-ress

pect, our sovereignty and poli-
tical integrity, we should con-
sider ourselves lucky. If we
fail and fall by the wayside,
we will usher in 2 new era
of colenial dependence (it is
now called neo-colonial to
distinguish it from the ear-
lier kind of imperialist domi-
nation) for another hundred,
or one hundred and fifty or
even four and hundred fifty
years—as in the last spell.

it is interesting to live through
an experiment of this kind when
the Trilateral Commission and in-
ternational capitalist agencies like
the IMF make a heroic attempt
to save the “soul” of Sri Lanka
from dangerous ideclogies and poli-
cies thatlead to socialism—in the
same way that western missionaries
Of an earlier era tried to “save'
the poor natives from the evils
of idolatory and paganism. The
old missionaries failed after doing
untold damage to the countries
which are tried to proselytise and
evangelise (for colonial expansion).
Will the new missionaries suc-
ceed?

‘We Sri Lapkans are today the
human guinea pigs in a vast and
massive (for this lisland) experi-
ment for the etopnomic salvation of
a poor and idle country. All the
world's a stage, and Sri Lanka is
today a stage for the Trilateral
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experiment—though some of us
are foolish enough to believe that
our cleverpess and genius are
responsible for persuading the IMF
and the Aid Consortium to un-
tie the purse strings and give
of grapts, aid and assistance. |t
is not easy for these caught up in
the toils of Operation Trilateral in
Sri Lankato percelve what is taking
place in a detached and objective
manner, but upless this is done,
with all the limitations and cons-
traints that exist, it will not be
possible to evaluate how Sri Lagka
is faring in the mighty tumble of
events—making the future more
upcertain thap it need be. Cor-
rective action or even total with-
drawal from the experiment will
be possible if the only realities
are recognised in  the correct
perspective.

Already, Trilateralizm's and IMF's
inzistence on a currency devalued
appropriately to embark on a pat-|
tern of liberalised imports and unres-
tricted exports, coupled with an
unbelievably massive pumping in of
foreign capital and cash, in the first
instance, to encble the government
to offer public works employment
(building damns, roads, houses etc)
to minimise unemployment and to pro-
vide houses and dole to the unem-
ployed and under-employed as bribes
to ensure temporary political pas-
sivity, has begun to submerge the
country in frightening and . ever-
swelling tide of inflation.

Fish is three times the price it was
six months ago. And so with eyery-
thing else a household wants. Mid-
dle class homes, with fixed and
static incomes, which were able
to afford, fish, or meat or eggs
every day six months 2go, cannot
afford them even six times a month
teday. Imports of consumer goods
have flooded the country, but how
many can afford chicken at Rs. 13
a 1b, mutton at Rs. 11 a 1b and beef
at Rs 10 a 1b? Only the richest
of the rich and the gdvernment
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sefvant who is in a position te
get “invisible” perks cap afford
imported meat as well as other
imported goods. It is already be-
come a struggle for ordinary houses
to keep hunger from the door.

Agents of the Trilateral Com-
mission and the IMF, apnd evep
some UNP VIPs (who have already
become fossilised in ivory towers),
should stand at street corners
and hear the comments of ordinary
people (middle class and working
class, leave alone the unemployed
and under-employed)—most  of
whom who could have afforded
meat, fisn and eggs six months
ago—about the life and activities
of the mod-dressed folks in flashy
cars who boast that seer at Rs. 20
a Ib, beef at Rs 10 alb, mutton at
Rs* Il and eggs at Rs. | a piece
were cheap copsidering the prices
they paid in London, New York,
Singapore, Hongkong® Oman,
Kuwai;’ Timbuctoo and other pla,
ces they claim to frequent. The
socio-political implications of
the loud and ostentatious living
of this new jet set (successors to
the CRA gem set crowd who have
now developed wings in the free
enterprise system introduced by
the TC-IMF-UNP) are frightening
and if the Government does pot
read the writing on the wall it will
only have itself to blame.

The Government would have
done better to let the few rich do
without imported meat and other
tidbits from abroad until local
meat and other produce became avai-
lable than to do what it is doing
today in letting a volcano of upder-
ground resentment build up which;,
if unless remedial measures are
introduced immediately, will burst
open with fateful consequences.
The President, sensing this, has
announced 2 rationing scheme for
a package of hard-to-get basic es-
sentials, but will this be enough
to dowse the fires that have al-
ready started burning? Is not such
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rationing a retreat from the Tri-

lateral-IMF theory of free epter-

prise without queues apd rationing?
What next?

A great deal of re-thinking must
be done by the UNP, the Tri-
lateral and the IMF if a new revolu-
tion of angry and indignant people—
not merely the youth—is not to
emerge not merely round the cor-
ner but also at every doorstep.

* * *

BETWEEN THE LINES
BY SERENDIB

e Third Amendment Or
New Constitution o Cabi-
net Reshuffle o Bouquet

The Select Committee of the
NSA appointed to revise the Cons-
titution, according to the Dar’.‘y
News, (9/6/78), adopted its report
on Wednesday, June 7, with seven
government members in it voting
for the report apd the two SLFPers
(Mrs. Sirimavo Bapdaranaike and
Mr. Maithripala Senanayake) dis-
senting. Mr. Thondaman, from the
CWC was also a member, but he
was away on lune 7 in Geneva
to attend the ILO Conference.
According to the Daily News
(9/6/78) “‘the report will be tabled
in the Natiopal State Assembly
on June 22 by the Prime Minister
Mr. R. Premadasa..lp Parliament
on Jupe 22 the Premier will also
table along with the report a draft
constitution in all three languages.
The Legal Draftsman’s Department
is expected to draw up final legis-
lation based on the draft Consti-
tution. There will be no debate
on the report in the NSA, the
official sources said yesterday. Whe-
ther the draft Constitution should
be in the form of a Third Amend-
ment to the Constitution or ap

On June Twenty-Second

entirely new Constitution has pot
been discussed by the Select Com-
mittee and will perhaps be decided
by the Legal Draftsman’s division,
the sources said.”

The Sun did not have any report
about the final meeting either
on the 8th or 9th of June. The
Daily Mirror of the 8th had a cau-
tious paragraph which read: “The
Select Committee drafting the Third
Amendment to the Constitution
is expected to submit its report to
the National State Assembly on
the 22nd of this month. The Prime
Minister, Mr. R. Premadasa who
is the Chairmap of the Committee
hosted its members to dinner
yesterday. Informed sources said
that District Mipisters were likely
to be appointed by the President
next month after the passage of
the Third Amendment to the
Constitution.”

Only the Ceylon Observer of
Thursday October, 8, had a front-
Page splash (star newsman Manik
de Silva reporting). It read: “The
Parliamentary Select Committee,
considering Constitutional changes
finalised its business yesterday. The
report of the Committee together
with a draft Constitution is expec-
ted to be presented to Parliament
on June 22. Political sources said
today that the SLFP plans to in-
corporate a rider into the report
of the Select Committee stating
its Uhjection to a new Constitu-
tion being promulgated. The Free-
dom Party is of the view that the
present Constitution should be
amended, rather than a new Cons-
titution promulgated. The Goy-
ernment party does not agree with
this contention. ‘The people gave
the UNP a mandate to draft and
promulgate a new constitution. We
said that we would do this in our
manifesto,” a Minister commented.
The political wing of the Ceylon
Workers Congress (CWC) which
was represented in the Select
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Dissent Or Riders?

Committee by Mr. S. Thondaman,
the third MP for MNuwara Eliya-
Maskeliya, is also expected to add a
rider to the report. Mr., Thonda-
man whose upion represnts the
majority of the country’s plantation
werkers, was keenly interested in
matters pertaining to citizenship.
Political circles said that the major
changes in the draft Constitution
would include giving Tamil the
status of a national languzge along
with Siphala which will remain
the official language; a section on
proportional representation; the
creation of 2n Ombudsmap; and
the setting up of District Minis-
tries.”

This report is an afternoon paper’s
brief jourpalistic re-hash of what
is known about the constitu-~
tional changes—there will be no
surprises when the final draftis
tabled—wrapped up in the pews
about the last meeting of the Se-
lect Committee the previous day.
Manik de Silva with jourpalistic
nicety mentioned that the two
SLFP members and the one CWC
member would add “riders’ whilst
accepting the Report. This is cer-
tainly a better way of describing
what is believed to have taken
place at the final meeting of the
Select Committee than the Daily
News report which said that there
was a ‘“‘dissent” by the two SLFP
members—without saying with what
what they had disagreed.

The SLFP members, it is be-
lieved, had concurred on ali the
copstitutional changes adopted, but
differences had arisen only on
the question whether the draft to
be presented should go as “Amend-
mants to the Republican Consti-
tution of 1972 or be presented
as a completely New Constitu-
tion, There may have been no
final decision or voting by the
Select Committee on this question,
but there is no doubt that there
was a great deal of “upofficial”
discussion about it. In fact, it is

known that the final meeting of
the Select Committee had beepn
delayed from the end of May to
June 7 to resolve the differences
of opinion on this particular matter.

It is now clear that the SLFP
had ‘“dissented” or insisted on
the “rider” in order to place on
record its position that it would
only accept the changes as an
Amendment to the Republican
Constitution of 1972 and not as
part of a new Constitution. Apart
from this, it is said that the SLFP
had agreed with all other recom-
mendations of the Select Com-
mittee. The UNP had evidently
tried to by-pass this ‘“‘mini-con-
frontations’” (in order te reach
consensus and on all matters up-
animously) by suggesting that the
Legal Draftsman should decide on
this. The SLFP evidently did not
want to take chances and placed
its “'dissent’’ op record.

The CWC's rider relates, it is
said, to a particular “appointed
date’” in regard to ‘‘registered citi-
zens''.  Officials concerped with
registered citizens, the stateless
and repatriates, the whisper goes
round, were opposed to CWC's
proposals on this matter because
they had argued that if the CWC's
demand was conceded the whole
structure of the Sirimavo-Shastri
Pact would be endangered. The
SLFP, it is believed, had opposed
the CWC tooth and nail, and the
UNP evidently did not want to
side with the CWC against official-*
dom and the SLFP on an important
matter in the politically sensitive
area of the ‘“stateless Indian”
question. Hence the CWC's rider
or dissent, probably submitted by
Thondaman before he left for
Geneva.

ft would be wreng to anticipate

all the constitutional changes in

detail. As we said, everything to
be known, has ‘“‘leaked” in bits
and pieces, but the report in its
entirety has not been published
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by any paper. One wonders whe-
thzr a touchy NSA would consider
it a matter of Contempt or Privilege
if the document is published be-
fore it is tabled in the House,
There is really nothing for any
newspaper to scoop in the Select
Committee's report except the final
wording, But what would be of
interest is the reaction of the dif-
ferent parties to the changes.
The SLFP, LSSP and CP will swear
by their famous Republican Cons-
titution of 1972 and will want all
chenges (all of them now say chan-
ges are necessary) to be called
Amendments, The UNP is anxious
to present a New Constitution to
demonstrate that it was capable
of fulfilling every Election pledge.

What the reactions of the dif-
ferent political parties to the far-
sweeping const'tutional changes will
be it is difficult to predict, But
it will not be impossible to guess
what each would say. The UNP is
in a position to carry the consti-
tutional chapges with a two-=thirds
majority but th:t alone is not enough
to make the chapnges work.

CABINET RESHUFFLE.  With the
tabling of the Third Amendment
or the MNew Constitution fixed
for June 22, speculation has in-
creased about the lopg-impending
Cabinet changes. The stars, astro-
loger tell us, have moved to the
right places — so say .all almapacs
bar gne—and the long-awaited Third
Amendment will soon be law.
Many expect the President to lay
the foundation for his new Cabipet
by making some early changes
even before lune 22 and the de-
bate in the NSA on the new Cops-
titution (or the Third Amendment).

Rumour and gossip reign sup-
reme in regard to the reshuffle.
Is Information Broadcasting to
be tied to Tourism under a pew
Chief? ls the present incumbent
of Information & Broadcasting to
be given charge of a new Ministry
based on a department which hag
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been shunted around several times
in the last two decades—a depart-
ment which is political dynamite
but on which the future of Sri
Lanka is largely dependent.

There is talk of many changes
in the Cabinet and nearly every-
body has become involved in the
game of picking winners. And
this game has now beepn extended
to the 22 or 24 District Ministers
who will be appointed shortly.
One question that intrigues many
is whether the TULF will now find
the Third Amendment or the new
Constitution satisfactory enough to
enable them to agree to a ‘'national
government” ip which some of
them could be District Ministers.

One political kpow-all told us
that even before this issue of
Tribune is on the news-stands, the
process of re-shuffling the Cabinet
would have started! We then poin-
ted out the reshuffle had started
(a) when the residant took over
Aviation upder his wing:
(b) appointed a Minister without
Cabinet rank to look after the
application and operation of the
Tiger Law.

The Cabinet reshuffle, everyone
says, is round the corner. Tribune
has no information to the cont-
rary. But the question that haunts
us is how far a Cabinet reshuffle
by itself can help the government
to shake itself out of its present
state of myopic lethargy? Will
the government be able to stop
Ministers blabbering airy-fairy tales
to explain inefficiency and worse?
*BOUQUET FOR THE PRESIDENT.
A handsome bouquet must be
handed over to the President, Mr.
1. R. Jayewardene, for the way he
handled the Kalawewa region prob-
lem arising from the obliteration
of purana villages and tanks. Though,
admittedlly. the bulk of the des-
truction had been done in 1975
and 1976, during the SLFP regime,
the hangover had continued until
September 1977 when the new
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UNP Minister had stopped it, the
stink and the tragedy of this ac-
tion had passed over to the new
government because the victims
contipued to be left high and dry
without any means of subsistence.
Minister Gamini Dissanayake had
stopped the earlier indiscriminate
and upilateral destruction and had
ordered that if any purana villages
and tanks had to be destroyed in
the larger interests of the project
and the country it had to be dene
after the villagers were persuaded
that it was in their interests to
“transform™ tanks and lands for
the area to be better utilised,

But such ordsrs alone are not
enough. The problems of dis-
placed villagers had to be attepnded
to as top priority if the rapidly
mounting hostile reactions were
to be brought under control—and
it was politically important that
this should be done. But the bure-
aucrats slept over the matter.
Ministers and Deputy Ministers
made correct orders and issued
clean ipstructions, but that was
all happened. Bureaucrats
reigned supreme. Excuses are
legion and scapegoats easy to find.
Among the excuses trotted out
was that surveyors were not avai-
lable and the displaced and dis-
possesed could not be paid compen-
sation—they were left to starve.
They were not even provided al-
ternate lands for cultivation.

Feelings ran high and because
UNP Ministers, Deputy Ministers
and MPS could not make the bure-
aucrats move, some vyillagers went
to the old Samasamajist leaders
to plead on their behalf. They
did and raised the matter with the
President, but some sections of
the *“‘revolutionary’ youth in the
area were opposed to LSSP inter-
vention because they felt that if
problem remained to fester, UNP's
popularity would diminish and its
chances in the next elections
would be reduced, if it. was not
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President Intervenes

completely eliminated. If this rot
was not stopped, the UNP could
well have lost every seat in the
NCP—Mahaweli or no Mahaweli.

It was at this stage that the Presi-
dent had stepped in as if in res-
ponse to the Samasamajist leaders’
appeal. The Presidential visit, to-
gether with the LSSP leaders, was
a historic one.  Full newspaper
reports have appeared about
the hlighlights of this visit. If
the President’s ipstruction to
pay  compensation immediately
and re-settle the displaced persons
without delay are carried out,
the UNP's stock in the NCP will
be restored. But the President
and his Mipisters must see that
their orders are carried out—quite
often even Presidential orders are
side-tracked, as in the case of the
inquiry into the Amparai sugar
cane loan scandal refered to in an
earlier issue of Tribune,

The President must be con-
gratulated for intervening in
this matter in such a spectacular
manner. He also scored a bull’
eye by inviting the LSSP leaderss
to accompany him and place
facts before him which local
bureaucrats would have done
everything to hide. The Presi-
dent of course took the op-
portunity to preach a homily
on his concept of a “national
government’’ where develop-
mental problems would be

_placed above party politics.

POSTSCRIPT. As we Ego to press,
we have received a lengthy state-
ment from Mr. Maithripala Sena-
nayake, former Minister of Irriga-
tion, Power and Highways, about
the recent furore concerning the
obliteration of purana yillages and
tanks in the Kalawewa area, This
statement will no boubt be publi-
shed in all the daily papers. In any
case, Tribune wil] publish it atan early
date—depending on the exigenciesof
space—with our comments, if
necessary.
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IN DEFENCE QF THE
SRI LANKAMN BUREAUCRAT—3

What Pub'ic Ser-
vants Complain

About

by A Special Correspondent

A Tribune Special Correspon-
dent, in 2 series of four articles
writes spiritedly IN DEFENCE
OF THE SRl LANKAN BUREAU-
CRAT. This series, we hope, will
provdke discussion on the follo-
wing questions which the writer
has raised: (a) Why is the bure-
aucracy In this country under
fire? (b) What could be the net
result of this unrelenting attack?
{c\How can this be contained? (d)
WWhat is it that compels the bure-
aucrat to hold back semething |
of himself-what are the problems!?
(e) How and in what manner does
the bureaucrat feel that political
power can kelp! and (f}What kind
of environment (including incen-
tives). will make the bureaucrat
contribute more than he does at !
present!?

Tribune will welcome comm-
ents, criticisms apd suggestions
in regard to the questions raised. |
There cannot be an Administra-
tion withcut a burezucray, and
without an effective administra-
tion with an efficient bureau- |
cracy there cannot be develop- |
ment, growth or prosperity in
any country.—ED.

From my discussions with a broad
cross-section of the state servics’
| found a fair measure of unanimity
in the views regarding factors
which have contributed to the
present disarray and confusion in
the ranks of the public service.

For some time now, every occasion:

1.ran into a state servant | put the
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question “Is it correct that public
servants do “not work'—often re-
sulting in sharp reactions! The
identified problem areas could be
grouped thus: .
(a) exceszive political interference
(b) badly managed career syitem
(c) lack of discipline
(d) incdequate attention to officer’s
persena! comferts.

(e) uncertainty cf firm political
suppart
(F) inter-personcl  rivalry  emong

colleggues ond retvicer.

These areas will now be dis-
cussad, without bias and with cli-
nical detachmert. Political deci-
sion alome can put right these in-
adequacies. Thus | request our
politicians to view the problems
with sympathy and understanding
because it is in the national interest
to do so. The public servant has
none other who can grant him/her
redrass.

(2) EXcessive Politicel Inter
farenze,

Ine the writer's view ‘interven-
tion' is the more appropriate worid.
The public servant should realise
that he is the servant of the State
and that he must carry out the
will of the State which Is given
expression through the NSA, the
Cabinet and individual Ministerss,
It is quite wrong for any state officer
to take umbrage at any political
intervention. In my own expe-
rience, | have found that it is far
easier to work with the politician
than with a bureaucrat. The for-
mer's main concern is to deliver
whatever is possible within the
shortest time to the people in his
electorate.

| am also aware of a very senior
political leader who has said on a
number of occasiops that in his
vocakulary there is no such word
as 'impossible’ and that the words
i

he does want to hear are that “it
has been referred to for report™. A
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. cial to promote or assist in

Public Servants’ Complaints

very understandable position. Re-
ferred to, is simply passing the buck.
One thing the politician will not
tolerate is any attempt by an offi-
the
erosion of his political capital—the
vote.
Political intervention is a
tocl of management and must
be used and should also be
avzilable to the political arm
of government. It is a tool,
however. that should beused
with much restraint and not
to humiliate public servants
in publiz. This was done dui-
ing the latter part of the
former governpment, when a
Minister took much dslight
in faying any and every public
servant within sight. It rea-
ched 2 staze when the public

servants avoidad attending
the conferences summaoned
by him.

“Rulers are beset with the angui-
shing challenge of compreszing into
decades, the changes which took
centuries to cccomplizh elzewhere”
writes Wrizgins.  This naturally
makes the politician, understind-
ably, impatient with the slow mov-
ing deadweight of an administra-
tive hierarchy that kesps passing
the buck. But. very unfortunately,
one or two instances of obstruction
or delay or attempt to outfox and
outplay, leads to a generalisation,
an inductive leap, and an entire
fraternity stands condemned. It is
&aore that the bursaucrat hes a
legitimate cause for complaint-

But if the Prime Minister’s desc-
laration in the NSA (Ceylon Daily
News of 20.05.78) that “One zhould
not condemn the entire organisation
because of this (black sheep) but
try to correct or weed out the mis-
creants’’ finds echo in the hearts
of other political leaders as well,
the state service should find the
deepest satisfaction.

This complaint of political ‘in-
terference’ can easily be pushed into
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the limbo of 2 forgotten past, If
politicians of their own volition
and the officials for their own pro-
tection can jointly cultivate a heal-
thy climate of mutual understand-
ing. Thase problem areas had re-
ceived the attention of the Ad-
ministrative Reforms Commission
set up in 1968 to study the machi-
nery of the Government of India,

its recommendation—8{5)—is a
healthy guide to the civil sefvice:
“Sacretaries and other civil fervants
need to show a greater sensitlvity
ta and a better appreciation of the
Minister's  difficuitier, and to dis-
criminate between minor adjustments

on the onz hand and acts of political

and other formsi of accommodation,
compromizing batic principles  or
likely to have substantial er lcsting
repercussions en efficiency and morale
of the service on the other”.

It is not unreasonable to take
the view that Mipisters as repre-
sentatives of the people and poii-
tical head of their departments,
have every justification to review
individual cases, and it is a termi-
nological inexactitude to refer to
such a review as ‘interference'
The politician at the top provides
the ultimate point of decision as
well as functioning as a catalyst
of change.

Prof. B. S. Narula of the Public
Administration Department of the
Indian Institute of Public Admi-
nistration. in an article entitled
“Ministers and Civil Servantz in ‘o
Developing Democracy” has written®
“It needs hardly to be emphasized
that differences, if any, between
the Minister and the Secretary should
be settled quietly and not known
outside. .the Minister has a special
role in promoting higher standards
of personnel efficiency and integrity.
The way in which a Minister would
deal with the senior officers, the
proise and support he would give
them in the performance of their
duties and the standards wnich he
will set in the matter of tolerating
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delays and defaults has o great im-
pact on the quality of performance
of the Department as
Over a century ago Benjamin Dis-
raeli, in Endymion, wrote in a simi-
lar vein: “The relations between a
Minizter end his Secretary are, or
at legst should be, among the finest
that can exi:t petween two indivi-
duals, Except in the married state,
there iz none in which 50 great a
confidence iz involved, in which
more forbearance ought to be exer
cised, or more symbathy to exist."”
Thus il the Minister/Parliamen-
tarian and cthe offcials can conscious-
ly and determinedly cultivate such
a relationship there should be no
problem at all for public servants.
Some years back one of our
Goverament Agents had problems
with the MP of that area. The MP
had complained to the Minister,
who Is reported to have sent for
the GA and told him that while
he sympathised with his predica-
ment, the only way to resolve this
issue was to transfer him, because
he could not transfer the MP.
The veracity or otherwise of this
story, | must confess, | am unable
to vouch for—but there is a lesson
even though it has the element

‘of fantasy found in Alice in Won-

derland.

(b) Badly Managed Carcer
System.

Thiseis a very serious matter
and one of great concern to the
public servant. Young men and
women in the prime of life, generally
between the ages of 18 and IS5
and bristling with ideas enter the
state gervice with the hope of great
futures and of great things they
are going to do. They expect the
highest standards of justice and
fairplay—many do not get it. |
have seen these same young men
and women (I have grown very
old in the service) still in their
prime of youth, going about with
their heads bent low, their spirits
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crushed, their efforts at creation
frustrated and their individuality
killed. YWhy should this have hap-
pened?

A case in point were the pro-
motione made to the Sri Llanka
Administrative Zervice shortly be-
fore the present government took
office. That was the last straw that
broke the camel's back. Fortunately
for the service, the elephant’s
back could not be broken! That
left the Service badly bruised,
battered and broken. Can anycne
blame the public servant in the
face of such inequity?

Let us take the case of Govern-
ment Agencies. These positions
are regarded by almost the entire
public service as plums. The office
is clothed with much power and
panoply. There are Pperquisties
and fringe benefits that go with
these posts. Quite apart from all
this, in times of emergency, the
GA is given almest dictatorial
powers—he is virtually in supreme
command in the district, It would
therefore pot be unreasonable to
expect the holder of such an office
to be mature, senior and endowed
with attributes that would ensure
acceptance of his leadership. There
are only 22 districts and thus only
22 such officials need be found.

Sad to say that, with soms
rare exceptions, those chosen
few have not been able
to measure up to the job
“and achieve pre-emincnce
in the district hierarchy. In 2
number of instances, they are
either ignored, treated with
casual unconcern and at times
even with unconcealed con-
tempt—because if becomes
known how they got there!l
In such situations, is it fair
to blame other public sar-
vants, soma of them in the
professional services, who sulk
in their own camps? If poll-
tical impearatives govern the
choice, it is far better to say
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so—some choices can hardly

be understood, even politi-

cally.

Let us take the case of transfers:
Instances occur almost with unfail-
ing regularity of transfers which
cannot be justified on any ground
whatever. A classic case has been
reported in the Tribune of 20.5.78.
Transfers form part of the adminis-
trative armoury. It is meapt to
‘manage’ the services and not to
harass or destroy individual offi-
cers. There is no sense if the trans-
fer tool is used to destroy rather
than to «build. No public officer
who has been a victim under this
scheme will ever be able to get
over this injury—can he be blamed
if he thereafter keeps passing the
buck and does nothing?

President Sukarno is stated to
have “‘effectively used the notion of
‘retooling’ to keep the upper level of
civil servants unsure of their posi-
tion. Such a policy has the advan-
tage of deepening a liectenant’s de-
pendence upon the leader by gene-
rating an anxious sense of insecurity,
but it destroys initiative and greatly
weakens the ability of government
to pursue its many functions”(s).

Unless every tool of adminis-
tration available to an administra-
tor is used with caution and with
strict adherence to the principles
of natural justice, it will fast be-
come a tool of intimidation. The
result will be somewhat like what
would happen to a garland if it is
delivered into the hands of a monkey
(c) Lack Of Discipline.

Discipline has broken down.
Whether it is in a small public
office or in the field or at a work-
site, discipline seems to have lost
its meaning. Managers are reluc-
tant to enforce discipline for fear
of being victimised themselves. But
discipline can be gradually intro-
duced into any administration if
the managers themselves are pre-
pared to set the example. They,
not infrequently, fail to do so.
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They come late to work, use official
vehicles for private purposes, use
their official position to secure
private gain, use official labour
to attend to domestic chores.

Any public servant who wants
to hang on to a particular post or
station, will be prepared to com-
promise on any issue, will go to
any lengths to accommodate indis-
cipline and generally keep out of
trouble. These officers have only
themselves to blame—and none else.
(d) Inadequate Attention To
Officers' Personal Comforts.

Into this category would fall
cases like that of the medical in-
tern already referred to. | am quite
certain that the young man would
have accepted such a povel situa-
tion with alacrity if the depart-
ment could have lent a hand. After
all such situations are not un-
usual. Qur cultivators, the men
who keep the nation fed and alive
watch over their farms thus in many
areas. Hunters stalk their prey
in this fashion. But what prey
the intern could have found with-
in the precincts of a hospital had
better be left to the imagination
of the readers. He could in all
probability have met with some
success.

This is however being flippant
about a serious matter., The Head
of the Departmant should have
shown greater concern. In the face
of such indifference (if indeed this
sincident had really occurred) can
the public service be blamed? Even
if this incident has been exaggerated
or never happened at all, varia-
tions of similar behaviour occur
off and on.

Many perhaps may not be aware
that during the pre-independence
era (I do not know 'if it happens
now or whether it ever happened
after independence) when young
recruits to the public service, not
necessarily te the higher eche-
lons, are posted, the appointing
authority invariably informed the
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head of the ipstitution to which
the officer was being sent request- -
ing him to afford all facilities so
as to enable the recruit to settle =
down comfortably. In the case of
cadets to the Ceylon Civil Service,
the GA or AGA was even requested
to meet the cadet on arrival: and
this was done.

The situation is now different,
with large numbers being taken in—
but surely an effort can be miade in
this direction? The response will be
equally beneficial to the Service it-
self and to government in view of
its demenstrated concern for its
employees. It is hardly fair to send
young men and women away with a
bare railway warrant and asked
to fend for themselves.

These merely touch the fringe
of this problem area. Headquarter
offices tend to deal with emplo-
yees in remote areas with a casual
ness that has amazed and distressed
me often. It may be a very minor
issue as far as the Colombo officials
are concerned, but to the emplo-
yee in a remote jungle who Is des-
perately in need of a hurricane lan-
tern, often waiting for months at
times, this is a very serious affair,
As the Time commentator has re-
marked with a delightful sense of
humour “It's like tuning a TV with
a 3,000 mile long screw driver’.
No one should blame this man if
he behaves irresponsibly.

(e} Uncertainty Of
Polivical Support.

Situations arise when a state
officer’s action attracts a hostile
response, at times from very power-
ful quarters. These situations can
be contained with the firm back-
ing of the Minister. If the state
servant can be assured of such
support, it can safely be assumed
that in 99 cases out a 100, the officials
will act impartially and in the public
interest.

If this firm support is not
an assured fact, administration
will start falling apart. | have

Firm
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already referred to what Vis-
count Finlay and Sir Edward
Carson had stated in this
regard. Would such support be
available even if it means resig-
nation from office by the Minis-
ter? Much would depend on the
answer.

In 1954, Britain's Minister of
Agriculture Sir Thomas Dugdale, re-
signed from office over the Crichel
Down affair. He had nothing at
all to do with the transaction, but
he chose to resign, accepting res-
ponsibility for the action of his
department and officials. It was a
unique case in Wwhich eminent
counsel told Court *‘looking for the
thread which linked the very dif-
ferent officials involved, it was found
that they had no corrupt motive,
but all of them were prepared to do
things which persons of their posi-
tion and background would never
do in normal course of behaviour.”

In India, Railways Minister
Gurzalilal Nanda resigned because
of a train crash. On the other hand,
if for every act of omission or com-
mission of the administration, the
Minister concerned were to accept
responsibility, no Minister can re-
main in office even for a day.

Thus although there is a limita-
tion implicit in political support,
nevertheless the public should not be
thrown to the wolves.

() Inter-Personal Rivalry
Between Colleagues And Ser-
vices,

Opportunities whose only iaims
to advancement is toadying will
be prepared to curry favour with
Ministers and influential politicians,
to secure preferential placements
in order to quickly advance their
careers. This happened in the past,
it is happening right now within
earshot of Ministers, who seem to
be happily oblivious to these unp-
seemly antics. There are many
who will put chameleons to shame.

But that is apother matter and
outside the theme for this diseus-
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sion. Some officials often antici-
pate the Minister’s wishes and colour
their adviee accordingly much to
the detriment of their more sin-
cere and honest colleagues. Pro-
fessional advice is overruled by
ap administrative fiat for this same
purpose and the professionals there-
after to not co-operate. Cap you
blame them!?

Mr. Narula has commented ‘‘that
one of the underlying causes for
this development is that many Minis~
ters judge the civil servants not by
their administrative competence but
by their willingness and ability to
do things which the Ministers wish
them to do, no matter whether these
are regtler or not.”

The Administrative Reforms Com-
mission of India pointed out that
“there is a disinclination among
quite a number of Ministers to wel-
come frank and impartial advice..
Instances are not wanting of Minis-
ters preferring a convenient subord-
inate to a strong one, thereby mak-
ing the latter not only ineffective
but a sulky and unwilling worker."”
This process encourage inter-per-
sonal rivalry, state officers not
having any hesitation or com-
punction in cutting across all can-
ons of accepted human behaviour,
public servant or private citizen.

It would help the steady growth
of a healthy, independent and
virile public service, Joyal to the
government and to the State, if
politicians and Ministers would view
with disfavour toadyism and flun-
keyism on the part of state ser-
vants. Indeed this is very neces-
sary at the moment, if we are to
save the public service and restore
to it much of the quality it has lost.

(To be Concluded)
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Proscribing Of Liberation
Tigers Of Tamil Eelam
And Other Similar Organi-
sations Law, No.160f 1978

Certified May 23, 1978

A LAW TO PROSCRIBE THE
LIBERATIOH TIGERS OF
TAMIL EELAM AND TO
PROVIDE FOR THE PROS-
CRIBING OF ANY OTHER
ORGANISATION WHICH
ADVYOCATES THE USE OF
VYIOLENCE TO ACHIEVE ITS
OBJECT, THE EXISTENCE
OF WHICH IS PREJUDICIAL
TO THE SECURITY OF THE
STATE, TO PROVIDE FOR
THE EFFECTIVE PREVEN-
TION OF UNLAWFUL AC-
TIVITIES BY ANY SUCH
ORGANIZATION, AND
TO PROVIDE FOR
MATTERS CONNECTED
THEREWITH OR INCIDEN-
TAL THERETO.

Preamble:

WHEREAS an organisation styling
itself as the Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam has advecated the
use of violence for the purpose
of prejudicing national unity and
integrity and thereby endangering
national security, public safety and
public order:

AND WHEREAS certain acts of
violence have been committed in
certain parts of the lsland which
are claimed to have been committed
in pursuance of the objects of the
said organisation:

AND WHEREAS the said acts
have endangered national security,
publ’c safety and public order:
AND WHEREAS it has become
necessary to proscribe the said
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organisation and t& provide for
the proscribing of other organisa-
tions aavocating the use of vio-
lence and whose activities are
prejudicial to national unity and
integrity, national security, public
safety and public order.

BE IT therefore enacted by the
National State Assembly of the
Republic of Sri Lanka as follows:

Short titie.

I. This Law may be cited as the
Proscribing of Liberation, Tigers
of Tamil Eelam and Other Similar
Orgapisations Law No. 16 of 1978.
Proscribing of the Liberation Tigers
of Tamil Eelam and power of President
to proscribe other like organiszations,

2, (I) The organisation styled as
the Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam is hereby proscribed.

(2) If the President is of opinion
that any other orgapisation ad-
vocates the use of violence and ig
either directly or ipdirectly con-
cerped in or engaged in any unlaw-
ful activity, he may, by Order pub-
lished in the Gazette, declare that
such organisation is proscribed,

(3) Where any organisation is
or has been proscribed by or under
this Law, the provisions of this
law shall apply to every other or-
ganisation engaged in activities subs-
tantially similar to those carried
on or formerly carried on by the
proscribed organisation in like man-
ner as though it was also a pros-
cribed organisation.

Provisions applicable to Orders made
under Ssction 2 (2).

3. (1) Every Order made under
the provisions of subsection (2)
of section 2 shall come into force
upon the date of such publication
in the Gazette and shall be final
and conclusive and shall not be
‘called in question in any court
by way of writ or otherwise.

(2) Every such Order shall ag
soon as possible after publication
in the Gazette be brought before
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the National State Assembly for
approval and any such Order which
Is not approved by two thirds at
least of the whole number of mem-
bers of the National State Assem-
bly (including thoss not present),
voting in favour within a period of
thirty days of the publication of
such order in the gazette shall
cease to operate upon the expiry
of the peried of thirty days unless
such Order is earlier revoked or
disapproved by the National State
Assembly.

(3) Where such Order has not
been approved by the National
State Assembly, no  subsequent
Order in respect of the same orga-
nisation made before the expiry
of opne hundred and eighty days
from the date of the first order,
shall come into operation until
such order is approved in like
manner by the National State
Assembly.

(4) Every Order approved by
the National State Assembly shall
remain in force for a period of one
year from the date of such Order

if not earller revoked by the Presi- .

dent or by the National State
Assembly.

(5) Notice of the approval, dis-

approval or revocation of an Order

under this section shall as soop
as may be convenient be published
in the Gazetta.

Offences.

4. Where any organisation is
or has been proscribed by or under
this Law, any person who—

(a) wears any uniform, dress,
symbol or other emblem which
signifies or indicates any associa-
tion with or membership of or
adherence to such organisation: or

(b) summons a meeting of such
organisation or participates or ep-
gages in any activity of or cop-
nected with or related to such
organisation; or

(c) supports such organisation by
inviting or enrolling members, con-
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tributing or collecting funds or
furnishing information or securing
other assistance to such organisa-
tion; or

(d) harbours, conceals or in any
other manner assists any member
of such organisation with intent
thereby to prevent, hinder or in-
terfere with the apprehension, trial
or punishment of such member; or

{e) makes, prints, distributes or
publishes or is in any way con-
cerned in the making, printing,
distribution or publication of any
written or printed matter which
is or purports to be published by
or on behalf of such organisation
or by any member thereof; or

() Communicates or attempts
to communicate to any other per-
son in any manner apy order, de-

- cision, declaration or exhortation

made or purported to have been
made by such organisation or by
any member thereof or apy infor-
mation relating thereto,

shall be guilty of an offence,

Control of publications:

5. (1) Where any organisation
is or has been proscribed by or
under this Law—

(a) no persen shall, without the
approval in writing of the compe-
tent authority, print or publish
in any newspaper any matter re-
lating to

(i) any activity or proposed acti-
vity of such organisation or any
act cemmitted by or purported
to have been committed by such
organisation;

(ii) the investigation of any act
or offence committed by or pur-
ported to have been committed
by such organisation:

(b} no person shall, without the
approval in writing of the compe-
tent authority; distribute or be
concerned in the distribution of
any newspaper printed or pub-
lished in Sri Lanka or outside Sri
Lanka centaining any matter re,
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ferred to in sub paragraph (i) or
sub paragraph {ii) of paragraph (a).

(2) Any person who commits
any act in contravention of any of
the provisions of sub section (1) shall
be guilty of an offence.

(3) (a) Where any person is con-
victed of an offence under this
section, the court may, in addition
to any punishment which it may
lawfully impese for the offence,
order that no person shall priat,
publish or distribute or in any
way be conterned in the printing,
publication or distribution of any
such newspaper for such pericd
as Is specified in such order and
that the- printing press in which
such newspaper was printed shall,
for such period as is specified in
such order, not be used for any
purpose whatsoever or for any
such purpose as is specified in the
order.

{b) Where any proceadings have
been ipstituted against any person
for the commission of any offence
under this section, it shall be com-
petent for the court to make an
interim order that the printing-
press in which it is alleged that
such newspaper was printed shall
not be used for any purpose what-
soever or for apy such purposes
as is specified in the order until
the conclusion of the trial.
Offences by bodies of persons:

6. Where an offence under this
Lew is committed by a body of
persens, then— ’,

(a) if that body of persons is a

body corporate, every director apd

officer of that body

(b) if that body of personsis a
firm, every partner of that firm;
and

(c) if that body of persons is a
body upincorporate other than a
firm, every officer of that body

corporate;

responsible for its management and .

control,
shall be deemed to be guilty of such
offence:
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Provided that no  such perdon
shall be deemed to be guilty of
such offence if he proves that such
offence was committed without
his knowledge or that he exer-
cised all due diligence to prevent
the commission of such offence.
Forfeiture of moneys, rzecurities or
credits and movable ond immovable
praperty of a proscribed organisation:

7. (1) Where any orgapisation is
or has been proscribed by or under
this law and the Minister is satisfied,
after such inquiry as he may tnink
fit, that any peson has custody of
any mopeys, sacurities or credits
which are beipg used or asre ip-
tended to be used for ihe pUrgoses
of such organisation, the Minister
may, by order in writing, declare
that such moneys, securities or
credits as are in the custody of
such person or any moneys, secu-
rities or credits which may come
into his custody after the making
of such order and apy other mova-
ble and immovable property belong-
ing to such organisation, shall be
forfeited to the State. .

(2) The decision of the Minister
upder subsection (1) shall be final
and conclusive and shall not be
called in question in any court
by way of writ or otherwise.
Provisions in any written law relating
to the grant of bail not to apply to
persons accused of any offence under
this Law. 3

8. Notwithstanding the provi-
sions "of apy other written law—
(a) where any person suspected
or accused of apy offence upder
this Law appears or is produced
before apy court, such court shall
order the detention of such person
until tne copclusion of the trial;

(b) every person convicted by
any court of any offence under
this Law shell, notwithstanding that
he has lodged a petition of appeal
against his copviction or the sen-
tence imposed on him, be kept
on remand until the determination
of the appeal;
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(¢} any ofdeF made upder thé
provisions of subsection (3) of
Section 5 snall, notwithstanding
any appeal made agaipst such order,
continue in force uptil the deter-
mination of such appeal:

Provided, however, that the
Supreme Court may in exceptional
circumstances release op  bail
any such person referred to in
paragraph (a) or paragraph (bj sub-
ject to such conditions as the
Supreme Court may deem fit, or
vary or suspend any order refer-
red to in paragrapn (c).
Provisions of the Administration of
Justice Law Ne. 44 of 1973, relating
to certain punizhments not to apply

to perions convicted or ~guilty of
certain offences.

9.  Notwithstanding  anything
in the Administration of Justice

Law, No. 44 of 1973

{a) the provisions of section 239
of the Law shall not apply in the
case of any person who is convictec;

(b) the provisions of section 2I0
of that Law shall not apply in the
case of any person who pleads or
is found guilty.
by or before any court of any offence
under this Law.

Offences to be triable by District
Court.

IC. Any person accused of apy
offence under this Law shall be
tried by a District Court and shall
be liable, on copviction, to a sep-
tence of imprisonment fer a peried
nct exceeding seven years.

Direction by Minister to detain per-
sons who have committed offences
under this Law or any other Law.

11. (1) Where the Minister has
reason to believe or suspect that
any person has committed or been
concerned in the commission of
any offence under any law and that
such offeqce was committed ip
pursuance of or in furtherance of
or in relation to the aims or objects
or the apparant or ostensible aimg
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or objects of any organization
proscribed by or under this Law
or any organization to which the
provisions contained in subsection
(3) of section 2 of this Law would
apply and whether or not such
offence was committed before or
after the date on which such orga-
nisation is proscribed, the Minister
may order that such person be
detained for a period not exceeding
three menths in the first instance
in such place and subject to such
conditions as may be determined
by the Minister, and any such or-
der may be extended from time
totime for a period not exceeding
three months at a time;

Provided, however, that the ag-
gregate period of such detention
shall not exceed a period of one
year.

(2) (a) At any time after an order
has been made in respect of any
person under subsection (1), the
Minister may direct that the ope-
ration of such order be suspended
subjecte to such conditions as he
may impose, and such restrictions
as may be specified in the direction,
in respect of his movement or his
association or communication with
other persons:

Provided, however, that any such
direction shall not be in force for
a period longer than the period
specified in the order made under

. subsection ().

(b) The Minister may revoke

any such direction if he is satis-

fied that the person in respect of

whom the direction was made has
failed to observe any condition
imposed or that the operation of
the order can no longer remain
suspended without detriment to
public safety.

(3) Any person in respect of whom
an order or direction has been
made upder the preceding sub-
sections shall be informea of the
offence or offences in connection
with which such order or direction
has been made and such person
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or any other person on his behalf
may make representations to the
Advisory Board ageinst such order
or direction.

Advisory Board.

12. (1) There shall, for the pur-
poses of this Law, be an Advisory
Board, consisting of not less than
three persons appointed by the
President.

(2) The Minister may make rules
in relation to the hearing and dis-
posal of any representations that
may be made by any person under
meeting of the Advisory Board
held to consider such representa-
tions as aforesaid shall be presided
over by a Chairman nominated by
the Minister and it shall be the
duty of the Chairman to advise
the Minister in respect of such
representations.

Order under Section Il not to be
questioned in any court.

13. An order upder section |l
shall not be called in question in
any court by way of writ or other-
wise.

Protection of officers c.

14. No suit, prosecution or other
proceedings, civil or criminal, shall
be against the Government or any
officeror person forany act or thing
in good faith done in pursuance or
supposed pursuance of any order
made or direction given under
this Law.

Duration of this Law:

I15. The proyisions of this Law
_shall be in operation for a period
of one year from the date of its
commencement.

Interpretatian.

I15. In this Law unless the
context . otherwise requires—
‘“‘competent authority’’ means any
person appointed by the Minister
by name or by office to be a com-
petent autherity for the purposes
of this law;

“newspaper” includes any journal,
magazine, pamphlet or other pub-
lication;

Rural fustice

*“‘organization” includes any move-
ment, society, party, association
or body or group of persons;
“printing press” includes any machi-
nery, apparatus or plant eapable ’
of being used for printing, litho-
graphy, photography or other mode
of representing or reproducing
words in a visible form, or any
type or other article belonging
to such machinery, apparatus or

plant; and

“unlawful activity” means any
action, taken by any means
whatsoever, whether within Sri

Lapka or outside Sri Lanka by or
on behalf of any organization, which
is prejudicial to the internal secu-
rity of Sri Lanka and Includes any
organised action likely to or in-
tended to disrupt or endanger the
severeignty, unity or territorial
integrity of Sri Lanka.

* * *

Grama Sastra-9

Scribblings on Uva Villages

Justice And The

Peasant
by Gamiya

| walked and walked and walked
and entered a tewnship court-
house. Everything looked sus-
pended in mid-air with an aura
of waiting: practically milling ocrwds
(if crowds could mill) and shuffiling
of feet. Long drawn faces, taut,
gaunt, waiting, waiting like that
drama of the absurd, Waiting for
Godot. '

A sleek car, the make of which
| won't tell you, came in and a
person got down. More minutes
and then. he came in to judge
the nearly hundred cases, or so it
would seem, in that stuffy room
where | counted three hundred
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people on all three sides: plaintiff,
accused and observers/witnesses.

“Silence” reverberated through
the unpretentious courthouse, and
all fell to a deeper silence, for al-
ready they were in silent suspense
since eight on the dot, and the
minutes and seconds had dragged
their weary feet to 9.40 a.m. Case
after case went on, one hearing
the number *“25467321"" and the
date of postponement’’ I|4th Sep-
tember 1978, and we were in
Qctober ‘77.

What hope in the future and in
the music of the spheres as they
roll on in glee in deep space: all
months ahead.  Adventists have’
no reason to fear, the world wouldnt
end till September ‘78, what..

Them | realised that we were
all wrong. How disorderly is our
order: how upnjust is our justice;
our lawlessness is our law: seven-
teen persons were called: Rap-
menike, Bissomenike, R. M.
Muttubanda, the whole gamut of

Ratnayake  Mudiyanselage, Dis-
sanayake Mudiyanselage, the Heen,
Punchi, Loku, Kalu and  Sudu
Bapas—they all filed in middle-

aged, suffering written on their
faces, with them came Sellamma,
Kandasamy, bringing up the middle
set!

And what was their crime,
I pray you? That they had squ-
atted on a big hurly-burly fel-
low's land.

There he was with the stern so-
lempity of an owl dethroned from
his favourite branch of a jak tree,
struggling in his colour to be fair,
but grossly unpfair in his demean-
our. These poer people, the back-
bone of our country, had had the
misfortune to ‘squat’” on his land
under orders from an official,
three months before July last year.

And he was asking for his pound
of flesh, several pounds in fact.

Ten minutes later, apother set
of apother twenty for the same
cause. All the old administration
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papers and the .Usa-something-
wasama or some such thing were
there, but here were people who
had become the pupy pawns
and playthings of petty politicians
behind big money and big landed
estates.

The lines of suffering on the face
of the old woman who led the
group and who was being given
a verdict, would tell of untold tales,
but who will hear? What rubbish
about social integration. If in the
green wood they do these things,
what would they not do in the
dry? The Sellamma Kandasamy duo,
in that group of fifteen others sho-
weda t errible mien, heaved a deep
sigh for the tragedy of unjust laws.

Who wrote these laws for whom?
Advocates of Lyon in France have
decided to work towards an impor-
tant goal: “to tay to work out
another, and more just scheme of
justice adapted to man.”  “There,
jt is the great inter-play of money
versus money” (says a Jesuit lawyer,
Mr. Boyer), “here it is the justice
of end-of-the-month affairs, or
again of daily life and small tra-
gedies, But inside this courthouse,
with “yes, sir’’, "no sir’”. And in
between the watchful guardions of
the peace. The whole thing reeks
of comedy” (Info. C. Internat., 516,
juillet, ‘77- p7-8)

Justice is for all, it is true,
but it is partial, for the scales
are uneven already at the
start.”

HELD OVER

* INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS

—Vietnam And China

* THE WORLD TODAY
—Zaire

e ————————————
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ACID BOMB EXPLOSION—I

Chapter One
GETTING THERE

by James Goonewardene

This is the first chapter of James
Goonewardene's new novel ACID
BOMB EXPLOSION. It is a sensi-
tive novel about opne of the most
critical periods of Sri Lankan his-
tory. All rights reserved by the
author.

The train arrived at the station
in a whirl of dust—the scattered
bits of litter went tossing and rol-
ling with the gust of breeze. Deva
seated by the window of his carri-
age watched the passage of this
mass of rubbish as it went dis-
appearing down the platform. The
train came to a halt with a. grind-
ing of brakes. He didn't stir. This
was where he got off but he stayed
in his seat. This was the end of the
journey but it didn’t seem to matter
if he got off here or just went on.
It didn't seem to matter to him
what happened. He just stared
out of the window.

The heat was wafted up to his
face suddenly; it was then he mo-
ved. The breeze, coming in from
the sea, had been blowing in
steadily as he rode down in the
train, but now suddenly he felt
the heat. The breeze cut off, one
suddenly felt the heat sweep up
from the platform, the scorching
sensation on the bare hands and
the ooze of sweat under the clothes.

He had felt no discomfort on
the train apart from the smell
from a basket of fish a man had
dragged into the compartment; it
had been lying there until its owner
left some stations back; the red-
dish, brown stains on the floor,
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ioming, it was obvious, frem the
constant passage of fish baskets,
the thick lumps of coagulated dirt
on the wooden head-rests, the fans
up in the ceiling gone—just the
metal brackets now—the fans wren-
ched off and taken—he was seeing
it all as if he were a visitor to the
country—the railway station, the
grubby railway station, the disin-
tegrating carriage, the unswept
platform.

Finally he swung his bag from off
the rack over his head and stepped
out and stood on the platform in
the swelterimg heat looking about
im. There was an zir of desolation
—an abgence of life 2nd movement;
everything was still, the stillness
heightened by the few, bare brown
bodies moving wearily up and
down the platform hauling stuff
off the train—the bodies bony
and undernourished, the skins
on them leathery. His eyes moved
to the walls of the station master’s
oifice, to its falling plaster, the woo-
den fence, blue painted but chip-
pzd 'and weather-beaten, with pat-
ches of white showing where the
paint had peeled off. His eyes
went to the toilets, marked males
aad females in Sinhala—the English
letters had been replaced with
Sinhala letters but the discoloured
walls, the pools of stagnant water,
and the fllth choked drainage pit
outside the toilets revealed an in-
difference and contempt for those
who had to use them. The train
steamed off and when it was finally
gone he turped away and 2s he
did so he saw the piles of rubble
and rotting packing cases lying
about outside the goods-shed; the
advancing jungle of creepers and
weeds had already claimed the
- rubble.

He slung his bag on his shoulder
and trudged up the narrow road-
way. The resthouse wasn't “far
away. In a few minutes he arrived
at the main road flanked, beyond
the junction, by textile shops, gro-
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cery stofes, tea boutiques, junk
stalls, trinket vendor's counters,
a taler’s shop and a couple of eating
houses—the last named called them-
selves hotels and had given them-
selves such grandiloquent names
as ,'The Imperial Hotel” and “The
Royal Hotel"—dingy places with
stained walls, rotting woodwork
and a few moth-caten show cases.
On his right was the bus stand.
There was no visible evidence of
the police station, the post office
or the power houss. The rest of
the town consisted of small coconut
allotments and houses of various
shapes and sizes, standing in the
centre of run-to-ssed and decrepit
gardens—just blocks of land in
which the human habitations had
come up, so different from village
huts with their well-swept, tidy
compounds; these gardens were
untidy with dumps of coconut husks,
decaying branches and other up-
disposed of garbage such as tins,
bottles and empty cardboard car-
tons—the  progression towards
urbanisatien seemed painful apd
difficult and full of unsuspected
pitfalls.

Deva asked his way at one of the
eating houses and one of the bums,
seated outside an eating house
lifted up his dull, almost sightless
eyes and said; “Over the bridge—
you go straight on, get over the
bridge and you are thers.” There
were three of them seated on the
ledge waiting for a hand-out from
someone. Only one of them was
an old man. The other two were
young and able-bodied, unemplo-
yed.

As he went on be passed the fish
and beef stalls, and soon he had
left the bazaar behind. Then sud-
denly it was quieter; he had come
to the more open area of the town
and he felt easier in mind. His
feelings of doubt had already star-
ted to leave him. He now vaguely
remembered all this from old times
—this town and, this bridge; travel-
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ling down to the southern pro-
vinces one had to pass this way.

He finally arrived at the rest-
house. It was around eleven. He
went in and registered. He was
fagged out and wanted to refresh
himself. The moment he was shown
his room he went into the wash-
room and meistened his face and
neck and hands. He felt better
after that. Vaguely he heard the
sound of the sea—it seemed to
come from a great distance away;

" the thoughts were passing swiftly

through his mind, his reaction to
the town, to the resthouse, but
there was time to think about 21l
that. New he was tired. He had
been full of sweat and dust as he
came through the town, but after
he had been to the washroom he
felt better. He made sure his
lunch was going to be ready
at midday; when he had made
certain of that he went.down
to the river at the bottom
of the large, gravel and weed-
ridden grounds. He stood here
and then drawing out a cigar from
the pocket of his shirt he lit it.

The rest houss was wedged in
between the sez on the one sida
and the river on the other. Built
at the beginning of the century it
still seemed to hold the restful-
ness of those early times. The shape-
less mass of cabook and granite
on which it stood took its rise
from almost the edge of the road
ana oh*it they had built the rest-
house where colonial administra-
tors could stop to rest as they rode
down the coast in their horse car-
riages, quaint, tough colonial
rulers with their pith hats, great
handle-bar moustaches and deep,
intimidating voices, The weads
now grew freely round the coconut
trees and hibiscus as if a jungle
was being brought in slowly te
blot out this colonial past.

He was suddenly, once more,
caught by a feeling of depression.
This seemed to come on him every
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little while. It came from an old,
raw wound in his mind. He watched
the smoke from his cigar spread
thinly upwards and disappear. Two
hundred yards away a train whis-
tled as it rumbled over the bridge.
He began to think about an article
he had read coming down on the
train. Someone had written that
herding rats and even large animsls
into the constricted space of a small
cage could drive them into frenzy,
madness and cannibalism. The
article had argued that putting
human beings into a similar situa-
tion could preduce the same result.
Asia's madness, he thought, seemed
to have only just begun despite
being crowded and constrictive for
a longer period than it had been
in any other part of the world.
His island home had s&esmed
to him in London still protacted
from this dangerous trepd. Cer-
tainly it had had its share of blood-
latting during the communal dis-
turbances, but it had not yet gone
sufficiently mad to produce its ex-
termination camps 2nd secret police.
For so long he had wanted to get
back to the ordered, pesceful life
he had once known. As things be-
came progressively bad fer him in
London he had so often talked
of his country and its people and of
their virtues, and 2ll he had done
since his return home was to look
for the things he had talked about,
the people he had known, suppos-
edly gentle and considerate, with
their unusual willingness to share

their meal with you or:"give
up their bed for a stranger
—all wonderful virtues; but where
had all ‘those, well mannered

people gone!

He heard the summens te lunch.
He tossed his cigar and went back.
He was a lean, wiry man of middle
height—educated, it seemed, yet
with nothing very distinctive about
him, nothing to distingnish him

from any one else one ran
into on the street. His face
showed nothing of his skills.

"2l

There was nothing to mark
him out as & man of ex-
ceptional talent. What did distig-
guish him was this drag on his left
‘leg as he walked. His movements
were easy ana relaxed but he drag-
ged this foot of his. One noticed it.
He paused on the verandah to take
another lock at the scene he had
just lefe. The river intrigued him.
A river had always had a soothing
effect on him, but this river flowing
en the edge of the town had un-
usuzl features about it. It was
wide by tihe resthouse, but further
on it narrowed itself and took a
straighter course. A quarter of
a mile away it made its exit into
the sea, and, no doubt, during
the monsoon, a disturbed scene
at the point where the water met
with terns screeching over the tur-
bulent water as the fisn started
to leap as they got washed down
into the sea. It was peaceful and
silent now—the clumps of bamboo
and other shrubs growing on its
banks in which the birds nested—
it was good and peaceful.

He followed the waiter into the
gloomy dinirg room and took
his seat at the table on which there
was the usual rice and curry. He
surveyed the meal and then started

to serve himself. After he had
been eating a moment, alone
in the dining room, with so

many empty tables round him his
mind began to wander until his
thoughts came to rest on his ap-
pointment that afternocn. He'll
take the job. There was nothigg
else for him to do but to take it.
He had come to the end of the
road. The springs inside him had
dried up and there was nothing
more for him to do but to take it.
He had read the unmistzkable
signs. The intellectuals had put
up their shutters and the serious
artists had turned to more pro-
fitable activities. He had held
two exhibitions and that was
enough to prove that the county
was in no moed for him of anyene
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‘else like him. Skills were ata dis

count here and people seemed to
have no other interest than that
which concerned the tasks of how
to fill their bellies and put clothes
on their backs. There were other
signs he had begun to read; they
were deeper and more sinister,
and they were creating a mood of
a kind that could Jead to one result
and he tried not to think of it.

A shadow fell across the table
as he sat thinking. He looked up
to find a middie-aged man in a
bush shirt standing over him. “Sorry
we couldn’t give you a better meal—
Its the best we could provide at
the moment.”

“Doesn’t seem too bad to me,”

said Deva.
“We used to serve a good meal
here—the regular cock took a

day off suddenly and left us with
only a stand-in — not much good
at it; besides things have started
to disappear from the shops and
stalls.”
“The meal's all right,"” said Deva,
] am not complaining."” He bent

over his meal once more. “Your
stalf running off like that must
create problems for you", he said

as he glanced up. “No, not really—
only today | had this problem,
Not many people get about these
days—no holiday makers as there
used to be. You get the odd one
stopping here for a drink or soma
other ' refreshment on his way
somewhere—so there's no pressure
as we used to have—the cook cap
safely take a day off........ o

The man spoke fluent English,
Tnat was unusual for a resthouse
keeper. He knew from past expe-
rience that they generally spoke
2 kind of pidgin. Obviously he
was not the rup-of-the-mill rest-
house keeper. “You are the mana-
ger here, or what they used to call
the resthouse keeper!” Deva glan-
ced Lp at him and an unexpressed
question seemed to hover on his
lips.
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“You are thinking | don't fit in

here,” said the manager.
“Yes, the thought occurred to
me.”’

“lI am frequently asked this

question.’

“And you are getting bored with
it

“Irritates me a bit sometimes—
always personal questions people
ask here—l don't mean Yyou—its
the others, always probing, prying.

“I didn't intend to pry, | swear,”
protested Deva. ‘You spoke to me
and one thing led to another—that
was all."”

“Oh, | don't mind telling you—lI
don't mind telling anyone; you
didn’t ask me—I told you; you
see, | was drifting around looking
jor a job, and this thing came up
and | took it. Life's not toco com-
plicated here—a few problems now
and then—otherwise, there's noth-
ing to grumble about.” Deva look-
ed up at the manager Wwith a new
interest, looked at the tough,
lean, firm exterior of the man.
He was a solid, rugged sort of man
one did not expect to find ruoning
a resthouse. He had obvicusly
weathered a few storms in life—
his face was a bit like the rockbed
of a stream with its top soil washed
off—pitted a bit here and there,
but it was a cleanly hewn face—
the clear, hard, basic features.
“Why don’t you sit down and have
a drink while | eat my meal?”

““| had better not. | don't custo-
marily sit with my visitors. | am
sorry, I've made it a rule here.”
He stood a moment scrutinising
his visitor and then he wandered
off, but came back when Deva
had started to finish his meal.

“Like some dessert?”

“Yes, please.”

“Fruit?”

“Yes, fruit would be excellent.”

The manager was gone again;
it was suddenly very quiet. Deva
thought it strange that a resthouse
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should exist here at all. There
was no visiblé suppoert it seemed
to have. It seemed to be running
on its own momentum. He was
its only visitor at the moment,
and there was no evidence that
anyone else had been in that day.
Perhaps. there were good days
and bad—it was just that he had
happened to come here at a time
when there was a lull.

The manager returned, accom-
panied by a waiter carrying the
dessert and then he was gonpe.
Deva finally finished his meal and
rose. He felt stuffed with all that
meal inside him. He rose with diffi-
culty—it was too bad he had eaten
too much, he thought as he wan-
dered slowly out to the verandah.
It was a long time since he had had
an excellent rice meal. The substi-
tute cook the manager apologised
for had not done too badly, he
thought.

Everything was now quieter—
the sea, the desertad beach with
not a man or an animal on it—the
breeze blowing softly and lifting
the sand over the surface, the tufts
of marram grass and bintamburu
in the foreground, and suddenly a
sadness came over him. being con-
tended he felt lonely and missed
his dead wife. Something in the
peace here stirred old and persistent
memories. He stood there motion-
less as if hypnotised by the tin-
sheet brilliant sea heaving -quietly
out there. He was so absorbed in all
this that he hadn’t noticed the
manager return and stand by him:
Suddenly, he fished out a cigar and
offered it—"A cigar”, he said.
~“No, don't mind me.” said the
manager. "“Go ahead and light
yours.”” Deva lit his cigar and be-
gan to smoke it, the earlier mood
still with him. He was beginning
to like it here. He had hungered
for a haven—a wind-blown, safe,
protective haven, not yet over-
taken by human habitations and
overcrowding. He was particularly
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glad that the beach was free of
fishermen's huts. They had a right
to living space, but not to turn
a beach into aslum: this alone—a
slum on the beach—would have-
been enough to send him on his
way again. Wherever they put up
their huts there was a village full of
puddles, of stagnant water, heaps
of fly-ridden rubbish dumps, ex-
posed human toilets and destitu-
tion. This inability to deal with
the problem of destitution seemed
to be the most visible and damning
evidence that something had gone
wrong back here since he left home
several years earlier; something
was wrong, seriously wrong.
“No fishermen's huts
here, | noticed,” he said.

around

“Haven't still started to settle
in here—they may eventually do so.
So few places left here now where
their little communities have not
sprupng up—pressure on living
space, on hcusing, on food, on
even grave-yards''.

“This is possibly the cause of all

this, the overcrowding, the
dreadful overcrowding of desti-
tutes—been abroad, no  doubt

and perhaps, seeing it all for the
first time—always causes distress;
soon enough you get used to it.”

Deva nodded, his thoughts still
somewhere else. ‘“Yes,” he said,
“l was sorry to go when | did.
There was so much | felt | was
leaving behind; but back now it
has begun to bewilder and confuse
mé."

A long silence followed now.
They both stood staring at the
sea and both meved by deeper
emotions than they seemed capa-
ble of dealing with. Suddenly they
wanted to talk of other things,
of trivial things, suddenly bur-
dened with their own private
thoughts they could not trust
themselves to talk about them.

“The sea's rough out
today,” said the manager.

there
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“Always rough here?”

“It is always dangerous. Some-
thing to do with the river meeting
. it here, barely a quarter of a mile
away—strong currents there all the
time. You'll notice how the waves
dig in as they roll back. Barely
three feet from the shore you can
be suddenly out of your depth.’

“Does anyone, ever bathe here?”

“A few do, the adventurous
opnes—now and then someone
get's carried away. Its usually a
visitor to the place becoming too
sure of himself—not paying heed
to the warning. No one has gone
in my time. 1 always warn people
of the risks."”

“That's something | must re-
member. |swim a bit but not well
enough to fight that sort of current.’

The visitor was still a stranger,
thought the manager, the only
one in the last twenty four hours.
| must not go probing. he thought
but his curiosity got the better
of him.

“You talk of going swimming,”
he said glancing at him, “You in-
tend to stay long?"

Deva nodded breodingly, keep-
ing his eyes on the sea. After a
moment he turned and looked
at his companion. “Yes, it is what
I am hoping te do.”

The manager noticed while the
stranger gave answers to ques-
tions asked he was reluctant to
talk. He didn't give answers freely
—a reticent man Wwho preferred
silence—visitors,  with  nothing
to do, were generally inclined
to talk, but as a rule he himself
avoided asking questions. A visi-
tor was entitled to his privacy.

‘“You hope, of course, to stay
at the resthousel*’

““No, not at the resthouse.”

‘““You have someone here then
you are going to stay ‘with!"’

**] am a stranger here. | don't
know anyone. Actually it depends

-23

on what's going to happen after
I've been to the school in town
here.”’

““The school?"’

‘*Yes, the
where it is? *’

school—you know

“Yes, | do—the only one around
here; everyone knows the school”,
“l have an appointment there this
afternoon..about an hour from
now. | was going to ask you the
way to it—only the vaguest idea
how to get to it. | haven't actually
asked anyone yet.”

“Its across the bridge—ask for
the police station—its not far from
there. You won't have difficulty
finding it.”

The manager was once more
scrutinising his  visitor. There
was something that attracted him
to the stranger—there was some-
thing compelling about him—the
quiet, self assured way he gave
his answers, but yet with some
kind of brooding sorrow that
seemed to hang over his answers.
He looked at him, looked at his
oval face and heavy brows, over
which his longish hair fell as if
permanently disturbed by a wind.
Yet his brow was free of furrows,
a smooth brow of a man who was
not young and not yet too old—
a man, perhaps, in his late thirties
or early forties.

“The truth is | have applied fora
job at the school”, volunteered
Dieva anwsering the question that
had started to nag him, despite
himself and his natural reluctance
to go prying into people's affairs
Deva glanced round him. There
were chairs behind them.

“Why don’t we sit?”

The manager nodded; they went
to the chairs and sat in them

“You are not a teacher, are youl”

“Actually, | am not

“l can recognise a teacher when
| see one—besides. | know some
of the teachers from this school..
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..somehow, you don’t look like
opne of them.” Deva smiled but
said npothing. How much did one
open upto a stranger one met by
accident in a resthouse. Saying
nothing he stared out to sea. It
was a long, brooding stare. The
mapager, getting no answer from
him, glanced at him but decided
not to intruae on his thoughts.
If 2 man was unwilling to talk one
naturally left him alone. There they
sat like two ship-wrecked men
who had been thrown in each
other’s company on the shore of a
strange island, and making tenta-
tive attempts to know each other,
But yet wary of each other.

A warm blast of air blew in from
the beach, and there they sat
silently, thinking—one of them a

- resthouse keeper who looked like

a mendicant who had found refuge
in an abandoned resthouse, and the
other  an artist running away
from his calling to find obscurity
in a far away schoc!l. It was how-
ever, the beginning of a strange
friendship ana also of events
that seemed to have no begin-
ning and no end, dull:and apparently
insignificant events beginning, it
seemed, in routine situations but
as the events came to an end,
growing in terrying proportion and
fear and death and finally, nothing.
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BOOK REVIEW »

Racism And Radical

Mationalism

A Savage War of Peace by
Alistair Horne (Macmillan, £8.95)

Begin and Co. edited by Israel
Shahak (M. R. Mehdi, 7 Lodge
Drive, London NI3, £1.50)

The Foundation of the Leagus
aof Arab States by Ahmed M.
Gomaa (Longman, £14)

Last Sunset by Stephen Harper
(Collins, £5.95)

ALISTAIR HORNE described
metropelitan France's reluctant for-
ging of a new relationship with
long-colonised Algeria. His battle-
pieces are longer than his pers-
pective. In particular, the internal
Algerian background that Jacques
Berque so finely commupicated for
the pre-war years is missing, as is
a sense of the links between settler
colonialismi and fascism.

But the narrative sweep of this
strongly constructed and well-il-
lustrated book does pot gloss over
the racism of the doomed settlers.

They made Algerians call them-
selves “Arabs”, much as the term
“Baptu” was dragged out of Afri-
can throats by Pretoria’s settlers.
The vigilantist tendencies, and in-
fection of French conscripts with
a taste for torturing the voteless,
are convincingly evoked. The role
of the exceptions—like Fierre Chau-
let and Franz Fapon, who came to
Algeria and went over to the natio-
nal liberation movement—is fairly
assessed.

The independence war was won
politically, not militarily. France in
the fourth republic was blind to the
irrelevance, in the balance of werld
power, of destructive military
feats. The genocidal ‘“pacification™
only drew Algerians, as a" lesser
evil on occasion, to the natiopalist
side.
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The book’s, flaw is a lack of em-
pathy with the Algerian people.
Like some American studies of the
Vietnam war, or Robart Blake's
recent account of Zimbabwe, this
is a metropolitan-slanted account
of a war in the third world, The
anti-democratic and militarist
flavour of De Gaulle's predecessors
in France found brutal expression
in Algeria, De Gaulle himself,
saw through settler pretensions,
and with accurate spobbery com-
mented of Thatcherlike Poujadism,
“In my day, grocers voted for soli-

citors  Teday, solicitors vote for
grocers."”

But notwithstanding a stero-
typed view peeping through of

Y'pragmatic”  Algerians and ‘‘hot-
blooded colops™, this is a praise-
worthy account of France’ shame
in Algeria, without recrimination
or special pleading.

Israel Shahak’s '‘anthology’ of
“Begin and Co as they really are”
assembles, mestly in trapslation
from Hebrew, soms fascipating
evidence of past Zionist terrorism
and present-day expansionism. The
implicit lesson* of this revealing
documentation, all from Begin's
own camp, seems to be that Pales-
tinian=lsracli rconciliation capnpot be
achleved without American inter-
venticn te counter Begin's brand
of settler colenialism,

Recalling France's invelvement in
Algeria, the reality of a Middle
Eastern military guarantee surely
«needs to be interpational and not
upilaterally American, 2nd to be
very much subordinated to a poli-
tical settlement integrating the
Palestinian people with the com-
munity of their region and one
world. When such a settlement is
being agreed, and if the Israeli
government is still of Begin'sstamp,
Shahak’s book will avert illusion
on the part of negotiators and the
world electorate.

The Feundation of the League of
Argh States considers wartime dip-
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Matter Of Topical Interest

lomacy and inter-Arab politics
to conclude that the Arab League
was foupded less by British ini-
tiative than by Middle Eastern
realism. The insights into Ir:;q.I
dominance in the thirties; and on
Egypt's “Pharaonism™ 2s an alter-
native to a wider Arab orienta-
tion, are freshly based on Arabic
sources. Egyptian fascism, under
Ahmed Hussain, is seen in balance,

The Palestine question too sha-
ped British epcourzgemant of the
Arab Lcagua's b&gi;:n'ings, follow-
ing Syria's controyersial indepen-
dence from Frapce. Social and
political currents today are illu-
mined by this judicious book.

Stephen Harper sees Aden as a
modern ‘‘nest of pirates’”. His
attitude to its people mirrors the
Algerian ssttler claim  that their
labouring class were “rats’”. He
writes, for example, of *a ‘bag’ of
five dead Arabs”, and admires “a
wickedly grinning lieutenant”, who
claimed "“We got a couple of braze",
‘“‘as he took me down to the vaults
of the Chartered Bank used 25 a
trophy room cum morgue, The
grotasque bodies of four fat Arabs. .”
It is' a rapresantative gem from
this Daily Express style sample of
prejuaice.

There is no mention of Amnesty
Intarnational’s Rastgeldi report on
British tortures in Aden, nor of the
follow-up and official Bowen in-
vestigation. This distasteful book
segks to inspire coptempt for the
people of the Middle East, as if the
mistakss of the Algerian and Suez
wars had never been assimilated.
its sparss obeisances to simplistic
anticommupism don't disguise a
fundamental apd disfiguring block-
age of human gympathy and up-
derstanding.

Nicholas Hyman
—Tribune, UK,

Bl
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Board s Good Work

AN ELEPHANT STORY—I

‘NLDB vs Cold
Stores Ltd.

—will a hoax succeed 7—
by A Tribune Investigator

WITH THE APPROACH of the
first anniversary of the UNP Gov-
ernment drawing near, Tribune has
been watching with considerable
interest the activities of the diffe-
rent public sector organisations
and we had hoped to present our
findings in the course of the pext
few months. One such public sec-
tor organisation, in the field of
agriculture, to which we had paid
a great deal of attention—inspite
of the difficulties to obtain any

information from the Chairmap
or its officials—is the National
Livestock  Development  Board

(NLDB). This may have been among
the last of the organisations which
we would have dealt with because
of the difficulties of ferreting out
information, but an advertisement in
some of the Sunday papers (11/6/78),
by Elephant House made us change
our minds. The advertisement was
a bash at the NLDB,

Let us now refer to the preli-
minary information and evalua-
tions we have made so far about
the NLDB. First, within a matter
of weeks of the appointment of
the new Board of Management,
came the news of re-examination
of the proposed abbatoir at Alawwa,
and shortly afterwards the announce-
ment of the abandonment of the
pipe dreams of four years of pego-
tiations. Tribune was in total ag-
reement with the decision, Why
spend close on Rs. 100 million on a
sophisticzted abbatoir when Sri
Lanka did not have the animals?
This was clear and decisive action
which other corporations and gov-
ernment boards can emulate with
profit.
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Second, after the welcome ac-
tion about the abbatoir, Tribune
followed the progress of this Cor-
poration with more interest. The
Minister of Agriculture and Lands
re-defined the primary function
of the Board thus: *'..to save the
dwindling animal herd..' Tribune
was made to understand that the
policy was mainly directed to an
upgrading and multiplication pro-
gramme.

Thirdly, Tribune has read the
complimentary comments made in
the NSA in respect of the work
of the NLDB—its proposals, and
the execution plans made by the
Board. Outside the NSA too the
comments about the NLDBE were
favouratle apnd augured well for
the future. It was said that the
NLDB was getting its teeth into
the problems confronting it and
that it had laid out clear cut poli-
cies in priority segments.

Fourth, Tribune learnt of the
World Bank—IDA Dairy Deﬁvelop-
ment programme had been trans-
fered from the Department of
Agriculture to the NLDB. Tribune
tried desperately hard to get in-
formation of the proposals put
forward by the NLDB—and which
now only await ratification from
Washington—but failed. From the
news that has trickled down to
us about the proposals to the
World Bank—IDA, Tribune under-
stands is that the proposals re-
presented a clear concise evalua-
tion of the immediate needs of a
dying industry. Tribune awaited a
press release on the matter and
that not forthcoming, Tribune ap-
proached the Chairman NLDB who,
most apologetically, asked us whe-
ther we would mind waiting a
week or two. We have waited,
but nothing has yet been released.
We have become very interested
in this aspect of NLDB activities
as we are reliably infermed that
the proposals made by the NLDB
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and the firm stand taken by this
body had received more than fair
praise from the Review Team of
the World Bapk. It is well known
that praise for the Review Team
of the World Bank is not, at any
time, easy to get.

Fifth, Tribune was able to get
information of a successful nego-
tiation of apimals and equipment
under the Dutch Assistance Pro-
gramme : that air freighted cop-
signments of Fresiams which had
arrived in difficult conditions when
foot and mouth disease was rag-
ing in the country weia Jooked
after in a way that has earned
acclaim: that these apimals were
destined for Harasgama which was
affected by the foot and mouth
disease fust before the arrival of
the imported stock: that alter-
nate accommodation, We are told,
was rustled up within days to
accommodate the pampered heifers
which left their homeland in be-
low freezing conditions and haye
survived to tell the tale: apd that
all said and done, it was a remark-
able achievement when one cop-
siders earlier debacles.

Tribune was impressed with al]
that it had learnt in bits and pieces
from various sources and endea-
voured to get more details, But
the NLDB is an impregnable fort-
ress from which it is almost im-
possible to extract information.
The publicity-shy Chairman ip
giving us a few points—mainly
copfirming or denying what we
had heard—courteously remarked
that we should wait for cessation
of quarantine before making a
statement.

Sixth, Tribune understands that
one of the Department of Agri-
culture farms up-country is to be
handed over to the NLDB: apd
that an>ther consignment of Fres-
ians are on the way.

Seventh, our sleuths have beep
able to come up with some figures
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from places which collect statistics
which show that the sources from
which the NLDB derives its in-
come have appreciated considera-
bly Viz., livestock and coconut.
We believe that the figures are
authentic and if they are not the
NLEB should furnish us with the
correct figures (and also all the
statistics about its activities).

(a) Livestock: Tribune understands
that there has been a very signi-
ficant increase recorded in the
animal population of the NLDB:

Item September 1977 May 1978
COWS 969 2,057
CALVES 653 868
BUFFALOES 463 567
SHEEP 3,700 5.116
CART BULLS 154 201
STUD BULLS 84 <9
PIGS 2,838 3,262
These figures include:

460 MRY’s Freisians imported from
Netherlands.

900 sheep imported from India

and in quarantine

(b) Crops: Tribune understands
that there were significant in-
creases in crop figures during this
period. In the first pick of 1977,
the total recorded figure was 2.4
million, Wwhile the parallel first
pick for 1978 recorded 4.4 million
showing an increase of 82.5%.
In the second pick of 1977, the

total recorded figure was 3.4 mil-

lion, while the parallel second
pick for 1978 was 4.8 million show-
in'g an increase of 41.4%. MNurser-
jes for selected seed nuts set up in
two properties have been extended.
Approximately 15,000 bushels of
paddy have been haryested from
farms under this Board during the
present season. We hope to get
more detailed figures soon about
the crop figures of different NLDB
cocoput estates.

it is in this background that one
must examine the startling dis-
closures by M/s. Cold Stores Ltd.,
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in the advertisement in the Sunday
Newspapers. The article, it was
claimed, was "‘inserted in the in-
terests of the customer” and places
“facts about the current situation
of frozen produce.”

Are these startling disclosures
factual? Are they correct? If not,
will the usually reticent Chairman
reveal the relevant and pertinent
facts?

The Cold Stores Ltd., or Ele-
phant House as it is popularly
known, has made some devastat-
ing claims. Tribune contacted the
Chzirman NLDB, whom we were
told was in office although he
was officially enjoying (according
to his staff) the first few days of
a well-earned rest. The answer
was “may | comment after seeipng
my Minister?..” Can the reading
public expect a reply soon?

But until such time, Tribune
ventures to suggest that the Sup-
day advertisement in question s
an «mport-fostered gimmick to
justify the unwarranted import by
Cold Stores Ltd., of 50,000 pounds
of frozen meat (vide Confidentially
at page 32): that it is a smoke-
screen to fool public to justify that
massive importation of Australiap,
New Zealand and American frozep
produce on the bogus pretext of
supporting consumer demand.

And, if so, has M/s. Cold Stores
Ltd., (alias Elephant House)" engi-
neered and manipulated the statis-
tics to persuade the Trade autho-
rities not only to reduce the exis-
ting tariff rates but also permit
imports !

{s local production to suffer
because of hotel requirements?

Is this country rushing headlong
into a new era of rackets atatime
of galloping inflation? Are business
enterprises like Elephant House,
in their craze for easy import
profits, to take this country tothe
brink of a new revolution and in-
surrection—for imports of frozen
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Frozen Produce

produce will open the floodgates
to an import orgy that can only lead
to a revolution of have-nots who
will neither have local produce
to eat por be able to afford
the imports?

More about the elephantine hoax
next week!

(To be Continued)

SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

May 30-June 6

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA

AND THE WORLD COMPILED FROM

DAILY NEWSPAPERS PUBLISHED (N
COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; COM—
Ceylon Daily Mirror; CO—Ceylon
Observer; ST—Sunday Times; DM—
Dinamina; LD—Lankadipa; VK—Vira-
kesari; ATH—Aththa; SM—Silumina;
SLD—Sri  Lankadipa; JD—lanadina;
DP—Dinapathi; ~ SU—Sun; CM—
Chintamani; WK—Weekend; RR—
Riviresa; EN—Eelanadu; [DPR—
Information Dept. Press Release;
DK—Dinakara; DW—Dawasa.

TUESDAY, MAY 39: Sri lanka
has been assured of an ‘umbrella
cover' of foreign aid for all its
major - development programs in-
tluding the accelerated Mahaweli
project; all that is needed now is
to find the manpower and tech-
nical resources to implement the
various programs. A Malaysian
cargo vessel MV ‘Wing On' is
reported to be sinking off Trinco-
malee. The River Valleys Deve-
lopment Board will collaborate with
a reputed South Korean firm in the
execution of the different projects
under the accelerated Mahaweli
Development Scheme. The Minis-
ter of Fisheries made surprise visits
to over twenty Fisheries Corpora-
tion stalls apnd detected severa
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irregularities. The present scheme
of granting scholarships to educa-
tional administrators and teachers
will be completely revised to epsure
‘that more persons would get a
chance of going abroad and broa-
dening their knowledge the Minis-
ter of Education said—CDN.. Sri
Lanka would obtain  substagtial
financial aid from oil rich countries
for varioug development projects.
The Minister of Fijance said that
he was surprised to leary that nearly
30000 Sri Lankan domestic and
garage mechanics are employed in
ltaly. The USSR-Sri Lanka plan
of Cultural and Scientific Exchange
was signed at the Foreign Ministry
yesterday. According to the Chair-
man of the Agricultural Develop-
ment Authority the reason for the
shortage and high prices of coco-
nuts was the inadequate applica-
tion of fertiliser. The Mipister of
Labour will shortly introduce le-
gislation to legalise the five day

week—CDM. A crash program to'

streamline the CTB service is to
get under way pext month said
the Minister of Transport. The
National Narcotics Advisory Board
has decided to start a joint investi-
‘gation with the Indian Narcotics
Bureau to trace the agents in opium
smuggling. A 35 year old English-
man was arrested yesterday ip
the possession of Il 1b of hashish
valued at. more than  Rs.
65,000 police reported—SU. Vamia-
devan who was arrested receptly
is to be the fourth accused in the
Chenkaladi co-operative  society
robbery—DP. The couple who had
given shelter and who were arrssted
along with Vamadeyan will appear
before the Hation Magistrate to
day—VK. Canada has prasented
2000 tons of milk powder worth
Rs. Il million to Sri Lapka—DM.
Each Agricultural Officer will be
responsible for 400-600 farmer fami-
lies and look after all their needs—
LD. The US will ask its NATO
allies this week to call for a full
Israeli withdrawal from captured
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_the city from places

Arab territories Israel radio ap-
nounced. The US is locking into
reports that Cuba has offered to
provide Rhodesia black pationalist
leader Joshua Nkomo with mili-
tary advisers a State Department
official ' said yesterday—CDM. Ex-
President Ali Seilih of the Comoro
Islands recently depecsed in a coup
Wwas shot dead early today attempt-
ing to eseape from heuse arrest
the government announced—SU.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 31: Sri
Lanka's rubber export market was
now experiencing a boom and
prices at the locz] weekly auctions
were continuing toincreass accord-
ing to the Rubber Broker's Asso-
ciation. The President, Chancellor
of the University of Sri Lanka will
today preside at the convocation
and deliver the convocation address
at the BMICH where eight hono-
rary doctorates will be conferred
on distinguished nationals. All
long distance buses coming into
north of
Colombe will soon terminate ip
Colombo North and not in Pettah
as at pregent; a modern bus terminal
with all amenities is soon to be
constructed. The police will bid
farewell to their chief, Mr. Stanley
Senanayake, IGP at a colourful
parade today. The government will
come down hard on late comers
to office; Ministers have beep ins-
tyucted to deal firmly with those
Who are not at their desks &p
time. An MP will be able to nomi-
nate two persons to serve as obser-
vers in the Electoral Job Place-
ment Committees in addition to
his or her own participation—CDN.
A number of Ministers styled
‘Project Ministers’ are to be appoin-
ted shortly and will function out-
side the cabinet shortly; they are
expected to be assigned specific
projects which at present fall with-
in the ambit of cabinet mipisters;
this is because the work of minis-
ters has increased to such an ex-

tent as to become virtually un-
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wieldy to control. The Dept of
Health Services will import X-ray
equipment worth Rs. 75 millicp
this year,  The Hatton Magistrate
yesterday remanded Ramalingam
and his wife Pushpakanthi, who
were arrested along with Vema-
devan indefinitely—CDM. The sate-
llite station at Padukka is to he
streamlined and geared to reet
the increased telecommunicaticn
requirement of the Export Pro-
motion Zene. The Police made a
major breakthrough in their ip-
vestigations into the recent Lpate
of burglaries in the city when thay
arrested a suspect at Kollupitiya last
morning. The Englishman who wwag
found to have I Ib of hashish in his
possession is believed to be a carrier
for an international ring of nar-
cotics dealers; several Pakista is
and a Sri Lapkan resident abroad
are believed to be members of
this ring—SU. The CID has ips-
tructed police stations to take steps
to arrrest immediately the six
terrorist suspects who have pot
surrendered and who are evading
arrest—VK. The government has
decided to replant 50,000 acres of
neglected tea at a cost of PRs.
360 million, The government hag
decided to close 759 of the Divi-
sional Development Coupcils ag
they ara running at a loss; the
previous government Spent Re.10C0
million to establish them. More
than 20,000 youths who have pot
been able to pursue higher studies
will be given bank loaps to start
their own business ventures—DW,
Teachers who were transferred
due to political and other pressures
will be re-transferred to their old
places. The Ministry of Trade hag
decided to import 5 millien tins
of fish—LD. Accusing the US and
the Soviet Upion of duplicity in
their disarmament proposals, Chipa

.predicted yesterday that eventually

one of the super powers would
g0 to war against each other. A
leading Israeli electronic firm to-
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day unveiled two sophisticated re-
connaisance systems one of which is
said to be unique, for it traces the
Jocation of epemy missile bases—
CDM. King Khalid of Saudi Arabia
arrived in Paris yesterday for a
two day visit to France; Saudi
Arabia would negotiate on the
purchase of 100 French ‘Mirage
2000° jet fighters and missiles with
a total value of 3500 million dollars.
NATO Secretary General Joseph
Luns yesterday said that the US
may go ahead and produce the
controversial high-radiation Meut-
ron warhead because of Soviet
refusal to make a matching arms
control copcession—SU. Pakistan
offered yesterday to enter talks
with its neighbouring states on
ways and means of reducing mili-
tary expenditure and building secu-
rity and mutual trust in its
region—CDN.

THURSDAY, JUNE |: Makiog
his convocation address, the Presi-
 dent said ‘1 wish | could shatter
this structure to bits and then
the people to build it closer to
their heart's desire; he was re-
ferring to the economy ‘restrained,
constricted and brought to the
yerge of collapse’ which the gov-
ernment was saddled with. Sri
Lanka's proposal for a World Dis-
armament Authority initiated by
President Jayewardene at the Com-
monwealth Regional Meeting in
Sydney recently has the undec-
lared blessings of UN Sec. Gen.
Kurt Waldheim. The government
has banned the import of all lux-
ury motor cars with effect from
today. Beginning today all the
2847000 households in Sri Lanka
will be visited by an army of en-
umerators to revise the 1978
Parliamentary Yoter's Lists—CDN.
‘The government is opening up a
new way of life for the vast majo-
rity of the people of this comntry;
are they going to fritter it away
arguing about ideclogical differen-
ces: or waste their time consider-
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ing who should Fcrm a future gov-
ernment; this was the challenge
posed by the President in the course
of his copvocation address. lLaw
and order has to be maintained at
all costs and we canpot allow the
people to take the law into their
own hands said the IGP Mr. Ana
Seneviratne addressing pressmen at
Police HQ's yesterday—CDM. The
President in the course of his con-
vocation address lamented that
corruption and inefficiency are still
rampant in the country. All pas-
sengers who purchased tickets and
flew to laffna by Air Ceylon during
the communal disturbances last
August are to be refunded their
air fares—SU. The President in his
Convocation address said that he
would treat all citizens equally,
would grant equal opportunities
for each one’s progress and that
he would give equal opportuni-
ties to all miperities—DP. A Pal-
myrah Products Development Coun-
cil comprising seven members was
set up by the Minister of Planta-
tion Industries;its HQ's is in
Jaffna—EN. Over six lakhs worth
of dry fish imported by the CWE
has been declared unfit for humarp
consumption in the last two months
and has been sent to the Oils and
Fats Corporation to produce animal
food. 12,000 acres of land under
the Mahaweli Project will be dis-
tributed to farmers shortly. The
goyernment has decided to use a
computer to choose applicants for
jobs through job banks—DW. The
government Wwill recruit 15,000
persons for the police shortly—LD
The government has paid Rs. 3 lakhs
to the Air Force for the use of heli-
copters by government ministers
in the last four months—DK. Se-
curity Police seized top human
rights activists in a dawn swoop
on dissident homes yesterday be-
fore Soviet President Brezhnev be-

* gan a state Visit in Czechoslovakia.

A government Committee has held
Sapjay Gandhi, son of former Indian
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PM Indira Gandhi responsible for
the illegal demolition of several
slums in the capital city during his
mother's 21 month internal emer-
gency rule. King Juan Carlos will
visit China next month—the first
monarch to do so since the Com-
munists took over the country in
19489, President Anwar Sadat
said yesterday Egypt would go to
war if any power tried to degprive
it of the Nile waters or attacked
Sudan—CDN. Rioters set fire to
buildings and looted shops in
Antananariro yesterday on the
second day of disturbances in the
Madagascar Capital. Zairian Presi-
dent Mobuto Sese Seko said yester-
day that rebels had massacred all
the Europeans fallen hostage
when they retreated from the Zaire
mining town of Kolwezi—CDM.

FRIDAY, JUNE 2: The Presi-
dent has directed that the legis-
lative infrastructure for the FTZ
should be ready by December; a
comprehensive Code of Intellectual
Property Law bringing all anti-
quated trade laws up to date and
prepared with the assistance of
the World Intellectual Property
Organisation World Patent Sym-
posium is now before the govern-
ment. The Minister of Labour will
visit the Middle East by mid-lune
to undertake 2 personal study of
the problems facing the Sri Lanka
commupity there. Heavily armed
anti-hijack squads of the Sri Lanka
Air Force took up positions on the
tarmac apron as the pew ministry
of Defence scheme to streamline
the operation of the Katunayake
International Airport was put into
effect yesterday. Dr. N. M. Perera
and Dr. Colvin R. de Silva have
accepted the invitation extended
by the President to accompany
him on his tour of the NCP on
Jupe 10tothe Mahaweli developed
area—CDN. The fifty rupees a month
dole scheme announced in the last
budget will be operative from July I.
A total ban on the import of lux-
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ury cars over 1500 cc and aliberali-
sation on the import of utility
cars, vans scooters etc was decided
by the Minister of Trade. ‘Tourism
in Sri Lanka is as old as the Sinhala
race, | do not share the view ex-
pressed by some that Tourism will
damage the culture which has
survived for 2500 years’ said the
President yesterday—CDN. The
felling of timber is expected to
be banned by Executive order
shortly. The Registrar of Motor
Vehicles earns a revenue of 40
million Rs.per year—SU. The govern-
ment with the help of the British
government has decided to under-
take a scheme whereby under-
ground water and rain  water
could be utilised by turns for agri-
cultural purposes in the laffna
Peninsula—EN.  The government
has decided to consider GCE ‘A’
level qualified persons for teaching
appointments after finalising ad-
missions to the University and
Technical Institutions—CO. Crimes
have increased by 550 in the last
five months in the island—DW.
The Ministry of Labour has decided
to train over-6000 rural youths in
the various trades this year—DM.
The PMB has taken steps to build
14 paddy warehouses with a capa-
city of 50,000 bushels each in the
paddy growing areas. The Labour
Ministry hopes that 20,000 will
get employment when shops all
over the island are opened from
8 am. to 10 p.m.—LD. Former
Indian PM Indira Gandhi may be
tried by a special Court for the
charges listed against her by a
government Commission of Inqui-
ries. The World's major food ex-
porting countries may be moving
closer to the formation of a price-
fixing cartel similar to that which
exists for oil, Canadaian Agricul-
tural Minister said—CDN. President
Carter assured Atlantic Port lea-
ders that the US was prepared to
use all the forces necessary to de-
fend the NATO area. Indian Fore-

»

ign Minister Vajpayee will be in
Colombo at the end of this month
on a two day official visit. The US
and the Soviet Union will fire nine
rockets into the earth's upper
atmosphere later this month in 2
joint experiment to gauge the
effect of solar activity—CDM. The
South West African Peoples Orga-
nisation yesterday accused South
Africa of killing more than 800
people in raids on SWAPO camps
in Angola early this month—SU.

SATURDAY, JUNE 3: Sri
Lanka's exporters will be protected
against default of payment by buy-
‘ers aborad once the Export Credit
Insurance Corporation Is set up,
Mr. P. B. Satagopan, Export Financ-
ing Adviser of the Intenational
Trade Centre, Geneva said yester-
day. The scheme of issuing paddy
on ration instead of rice has met
with success acording to the re-
port received by the Ministry of
food and Co-operatives said the
Acting Minister of Food and Co-
operatives. A three member team
from Saudi Arabia is pow in Sri
Lanka to identify and discuss pro-
jects in which the Saudi Arabian
Development Fund could assist Sri
Lanka—CDN. Development of vil-
lages sorrounding estates in the
up-country and the mid-country
will be entrusted to estates which
will serve as bases for develop-
ment work in those areas, accord-
ing to a comprehensive plan drawn
for the development of villages in
estate areas by the Ministry of
Plantation Industries. The Medical
Faculty (Jafna Campus) would
start in September instead of luly
as earlier planned because of the
difficulty in obtaining a building
from the Ministry of Health. Twenty
six of the thirty three men who
surrendered to the police and who
were wanted for terrorit activities
in the north by the CID are ‘no
longer wanted’. The Canadian High
Commissioner will hand over a
gift of milk powder worth 2.6 mil-
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lion dollars on*behalf of his govern-
ment to the Minister of Agricul-
ture—CDM. The government has
launched an all-out offensive to make
fresh fish available to the consumer
at a reasonable price; at present
the prices are reported to be ex-
orbitant; the government has now
decided to seek the assistance of
private sector organisations for the
supply of ample fish to consumers
at a reasoniable price. The Canadian
government has made available an
interest free loan of Rs. 22 mil-
lion for the purchase of eight rice
mills and spares for these mills—SU.
A communique issued by the
LSSP (Left) led by Vasudeva Nana-
yakkara stated that the Tamil
people have been subjected to many
burdens and restrictions and this
is the reason for various movements
developing amongst them; the gov-
ernment should find solutions to
their problems and mot try
to supress them—VK. 231 out of
the 236 lorries owned by the Food
Dept which distribute rice all
over the country have been out
of action. The government has taken
steps to import Rs. 660 million
worth of railway engines and wag-
gons from Japan, West Germany
an Rumapia—LD. Sri lanka has
earned a record Rs. 502 million on
tea exports—DW. British PM James
Callaghan in a major speech to the
disarmament assembly today will
call for the banning of chemical
weapons and underground puclear
tests and the strengthening of the
UN peace keeping rule. Electro-
nic spying devices have been found
in the US Embassy in Moscow the
State Department said last night—
CDN. Former Indian PM Indira
Gandhi said today she was innocent
of the charges listed against her
by a government Commission
of Inquiry. Queen Elizabeth I
celebrates her official birthday today
—su.

SUNDAY, JUNE 4: Finance
Minister Ronnie de M™el has obta
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ined aid pledges fop the financing
of the entirety of the Rs. 648 mil-
lion Kirindi Oya Project which
will be the largest irrigation cum
agricultural project in the Sou-
thern Province. The Minister of
Health is exploring the possibility
of getting some foreign doctors to
fill vacancies in the medical cadre
here with a UN agency, the Swit-
zerland based UN Volunteers. The
government will establish ap ultra-
modern duty free shopping and
office complex complete with the
latest amenities. Britain is to pro-
vide a five million sterling aid grant
to Sri Lapka to finance develop-
ment projeets, the Ministry of
Overseas Development announced
today—S0. A person agaipst whom
a Commission appointed under the
Commissicns of Inquiry Act holds
an be punished by a Commission
a Ppointed under the Special Com-
missions of Inquiry Law provided
that the prescribed punishment
is endorsed by a special resolution
passed in the NSA. The govern-
_ment has stepped up the operation
to flush out Indian plantation wor-
kers® who are overstaying their
period of authorised residence here
in terms of the Indo—Sri Lanka
agreements of 1964 and 1974—ST.
In a significant move coineiding
with World Environment Day the
government has adopted a new
policy whereby Environment Plan-
ning is to be introduced as part

of the education curriculum in-

a]l schools—WK. Many new and
up to date fish and prawn farms
are to be established soon under a
scheme being worked out by the
Minister of Fisheries—CM. The
Agricultural Training Research lns-
titute will shortly launch a scheme
under which government and cor-
poeration officials will be given 2
specific  training on Agricultural
_methods—RR. Morocco announced
today it would send troops to keep
Zaire fight against rebels. Sayjay
Gandhi, son of former Indian PM

TRIBUME, fune [7, 1978

Indira Gandhi was today granted
bail in a complint against him
for refusing to appear before a
gevernment Commission of Inquiry
The US and Chipa discussed their
commecn <oncern over Soviet and
Cuban penetration of Africa at a
meeting cut short by Chinese
Foreign Mipister Hua Kua's de-
parture for Zaire. Upto | million
people are starving in Ethiopia's
Welo region because of adrought
and special airflelds are being built
to aid relief operations—S0. De-
fence officials said yesterday French
troops had smashed a big force
of Libyan backed rebels in Chad
while guerillas reported they had
shot down three French planes
in recent fighting—ST. Penthouse
magazine S$aid today that more
than 200 agents of the Soviet KGB
Spy agency were working under
cover as employees of the UN ip
New York. Egypt's largest opposi-
tion group, the conservative new
WAFD Party dissolved itself in
protest against measures to purge
communists and old-guard politi-
cians from the couptry’s political
life—WK.

MONDAY, JUNE 5: Far reach-
ing changes are proposed in the
Inland Revenue (Amiendment) Bill
that has been gazetted;among the
changes are attactive incentives
and reliefs for several areas of
investment; the FTZ is promipnent
among them. The government will
shortly intreduce legislation to
bring about changes in the existing
labeur laws to provide better
financial and retirement bepefits
to all sections of the working class,
The future industrial policy of the
government will lay emphasis op
the development of small scale
industries and assistance to cot-
tage industries to expand their
vertures the Minister of Industries
said. A trade delegation from the
GDR led by Mr. Horst Soelle,
the Minister of Foreign Trade will
arrive here today on ap official
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visit. A new ultra modern ortho-
paedic hospital is likely to be set
up in Celombo with foreign assis-
tance—CDN. The Mipister of
Labour will shortly introduce legis-
lation to guarantee permanancy of
employment to those jobless persons
who are recruited as trainees under
the private sector employment ex-
change programme. Triple river
valley projects ie Nilwala, Kefapi
and Kalu Ganga will be the next
major development schemes that

- would be undertaken by the goverp-

ment said the Minister of Irrigation.
—CDM. The government is to
focus more attention on Sri Lankans
employed abroad, Particularly in
West Asian countries; the maip
objective of this move is to stream-
line the recruitment of Sri Lapka
personnel in the light of the prac-
tice in India, Pakistan and other
countries where the state plays a
major rele in the selection of mep
for employment abroad—SU, A
new left front against the left front
of the LSSP and the CP is being
formed; Mr. Vasudeva Nanayakkara
leader of the LSSP (Left), Mr, N,
Shanmuganathasan., Mr. MNanda El-
lawala and others are behind the
organisation of this new left front.
—VK. ‘Action is being taken by the
Ministry of Public Administration
and Home Affairs to grant com-
pensation and offer employment
to those who were victimised poli-
tically during the last regime;
this is expected to com-
mence next month—DP. The Minpis-
ter of Trade has said that the gov-
ernment had spent Rs. 76.5 mil-
lien to import consumer goods
and only Rs. 3.9 million has been
spent to import luxury items—
DW. More than half of the engin-
eers who worked for the Mahaweli
Development Board last year have
gone abroad—DM. Chinese Fore-
ign Minister Huang Hua arrived
in Zaire last night and lashed the.
Russians and Cubans for their al-
leged role in a. rebel invasion of
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Zaire's Shaba Province from neigh
bouring Angola last pight and ac-
cused the Soviet Union of seeking
to establish control cver the strate-
gic country in the heart of Africa
*—CDN. The United Arab Emirates
will contribute 284 million dirham
to the budget of the Arab organi-
sation for military industries. NATO
proposals for the reduction of
troops in Europe submitted on
April 19 this year has been rejected
by the Warsaw Treaty countries—
CDM. The Opposition group de-
feated by General Ziau Rahman
in the Bangladesh Presidential elec-
‘tions alleged today that voting
results have been rigged and anti
government scrutinizers driven from
the polling stations at gun point.
PM Morarji Desai begins a visit to
Eurcpe and the US tomorrow leav-
ing his ruling Janata Party deeply
divided over critical domestic
issues—SU.

TUESDAY, JUNE 6: A massive
import loans since the liberali-
sation of imports has resulted in
Letters of Credit being opened
for over Rs. 3000 million for the
period of November 15 last year to
April 30 this year. Twenty four
of the thirty eight urbap coupcils
were involved in corruption and
maladministration says a | report
of the Presidential Commission ap-
pointed to probe irregularities in
local bodies. Along with the goverp-
ment's project to lend beauty to
the city’s highways is a state pro-
gramme to erect statues of national
heroes in every major townskip
to instil a sense of patriotism in the
minds of Sri Lankans. The Central
Bank has inaugurated a Credit
Guarantee Scheme where guran-
tees will be provided to approved
credit instititutions in respect of
loans granted by them to small
scale industrialists—CDN. A new
authority will be set up shortly
to deal with alleged cases of in-
discipline by employees. of state
corporations: at present such ip-
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vestigations are carried out by
by pannels of retired public offici-
cers made available to the corpora-
tions by the State Servces Dis-
ciplinary Board. A scheme to
modernise the existing process of
Petroleum refining in Sri Lanka is
now being considered by the Minis-
ter of Industries and Sclentific
Affairs—CDM. Sri Lanka is to seek
the advice of a leading international
firm of consultants on airways
before deciding on any link with
an interpatiopal airline. All school
children will be supplied with a
mid-day meal shortly, the Minister
of Education anpounced yester-
day. The act of appointment will
be presented by the Presient
to the 10th Mahanayake of the
Ramanya Nikaya at the Indepen-
dence Hall on June 8-SU. The
government is actively considering
the possibility of enacting a foreign
investment law as a further in-
centive to attracting foreign in-
vestors here—CO. The rupee is
to be devalued by 25%—DK. Sri
Lanka has lost 3,45,000 sterling
on the agreement between British
Airways and Air Ceylon “signd
after fiights were suspended—
ATH. The Minister of lrrigation
has said that Sri Lanka will be able
to save Rs. 400 million annually
after the completion of the Maha-
weli Project—DM. Sri Lanka apd
Vietnam will sign a trade agreement

"shortly. The Minister of Education

has decided to make opnly the
mother tongue compulsory at the
GCEO' level examination—DW.
507 tons of onions and potatoes
imported from Pakistan were spoilt
lit even before they were unloaded:
the CWE hopes to recover thefull
loss from Pakistan—LD. A Zaire
goernment newspaper yesterday re-
ported a new rebel massacre of
whites in Southern Zaire as the
US Airforce began an airlift of
Moroccan troops there to form
the nucleaus of an African Security
force—CDN. The New York Time
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reported yesterday that the US
had rejected a " surprise Soviet
proposal to ban the testing apd
deployment of all new Russian
and  American = intercontinental
missiles upto 1985. Eye witness
accounts from prisoners -support
the chareg that Cuba backed last
month’'s rebel invasion of Zaire,
US defence Security Harodl Brown
said yesteerday—CDM. Five Wes-
tern powers open talks in Paris
toay on their response to increased
Soviet bloc activitis in Africa. The
UN svcial session on disarmament
Is virtually on the verge of collapse
with representatives of super
powers and the third world engaged
in severe polemics—SU.

L] L4 *

RAIN

Thunder awakens me.
The clock strikes five.
Its dark outside.

The unceasing sound

of the beating rain

upon the window pane....

A few hours more

| will be on my way to work.

Oh! the dreaded thought

of wading, in the mud,

‘hanging’ on a slippery foot-beard
everything so inconvenient

and uncomfortable.

But at this dark hour,

will there be a dawn

in shanty-town and pavement-pura?
The alarming rain

chimes out loud the warning

“sleep no more—

the flood sets in.”

On the banks of the Kelani
the water level's rising,
shacks are submerged........
People were fleeing
the night before.
Where ure they now?
Anon
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Confidentially

Import-Export
Orgies

IS IT NOT TRUE that the Govern-
ment has allowed the import of
meatfrom  foreign countries?
That the SLFP weekly, The Nation,
has asserted that such imports
have started in a big way? That
in its issue of Jupe 9, in a front
page story entitled WHY NO
FISH, FFSTUS? it stated: "‘The
fate of the fish-eaters of Sri Lanka,
after the faux pas of Festus, who
farmed out the seas that surround
us to ferocious foreign fisherman,
has floupdered and fallen suffi-
ciently to reach festering, fission
stage! The shortage of fish and the
unprecedented hike in fish prices
means that the government must
immediately discard its short-
sighted and stupid policy on the
whole question of fisheries produc-
tion and marketing. The govern-
ment’s fish policy must be fumi-
gated apnd putin formalin, like they
used to do fish in the old days dur-
ing ice shortages. The price of seer
has risen to Rs. 20 a pound; even
the lowly kiri mora (shark), which
used to be once sniffed upon, is
now Rs. 7.50 apound. As for prawns,
we might as well not talk about
it, since the prices have reached

outer space..” After dealing with
the question of fish, The Nation
went on: ‘‘Meanwhile, the price

of beef in Colombo is Rs. 6 a pound
(with the usual bopne and offal
thrown in) and an egg costs 80
cents. These prices are beyond
the reach of most people. The
government now seems to be play-
ing 2 sick joke, because we under-
stand that a private firm of ele-
phantine proportions has been given
the licence to import 150,000 pounds
of frozen meats. This firm, we
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understand, has imported 50,000
pounds of chitken from the USA
which will be retailed at Rs. 13 a
pound, 50,000 Ibs. of mutton from
New Zealand which will be retailed
at Rs. 10.50 a 1b. apnd 50,000 pounds
of beef from Australia which will
be retailed at Rs. 9.50 a 1b. The
shipments are due in July. The
CWE has also been given an allo-
cation to import similar quantites
of chicken, mutton and beef and
also corned beef. All this is in sup-
port of the mad theory adopted
by this government of importing
goods in order to make the local
producer more efficient...”

That such imports, The Nation
rightly points out are only one
side of the coin? That the paper
went on to say: The Nation has,
in the past few months, exposed
the absurdity of the government's
policy of importing food, whilst
also exporting food at the same
time. The lead story of Saturday
4th March, under the headline
‘HUNGRY LANKA  EXPORTS
FOOD, referred to the utter mad-

ness of the Fisheries Corporaticn's'

boast that it had exported 35,000
pounds of prawns in a single con-
signment to Japan at the end of
February. That shipment
amounted to three quarters of the
total prawn exports of the Cor-
poration during 1977, according
to the Corporation communigque
itself. The same story also stated
that the government had approved
the setting up of a Japanese syn-
dicate under the name JALANKA
which was going to export prawns,
lobsters and fresh fish to Japan.
The man behind JALANKA s
Mr. 8. M. Yoshida, whose pic-
ture appeared in the stooge press
very often in those days, because
he praised Mr. layewardene for
his services to Japan during the
San Frapcisco Conference. On that
subject the Nation of Saturday
7th January stated: “Yoshida wants
to buy our fish. Having praised
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Whither Sri Lanka?

Mr. layewardene, as we predicted,
Mr. Yoshida finally got to the fish.
It looks as if Mr. Festus Perera
is going to take the bait.."” That
between a self-defeating import
policy and a sucidal  export
policy—both in regard to food
items—this country will soon be
a coupntry where only the rich
can live! That to be rich in these
circumstances one has to steal—
legalised and otherwise! That
already butchers and “fowl-shop"
mudalalis want to push up the
prices of the locally produced
mutton, beef and chicken to the
prices to be charged for the im-
ported counter-parts! That pro-

ducers of local meat, chicken and

eggs will naturally say that if such
“world prices” had been offered
to them, no sooper this govern-
ment had obtained the loans for
imports, local production would
have received a boost? That with
cattle and chicken feed costing
what they do now, there was no
incentive for the local producer
to increase production at the “con-
trolled prices” the government in-
sisted that meat should be sold?
That broiler chicken meat had no
“controlled” price and the price
moved up from Rs. 575 a pound
to Rs. 10/75 in less than ten months?
That now the sellers will want Rs.
13/- a pound? That when stocks
of imported chicken are over,
the local producer will want Rs.
15/- or more for his pound of flesh?
That it will be the same story
with beef and mutton? That these
imports—to suit the pocket of
the rich and the foreigners who
enjoy the benefits of our devalued
currency—will only inflate prices
of essentials without the local
people getting a higher per capita
income to meet the new prices?
That the country would have done
better without these imports at least
till the middle and lower income
sections were able to pay these
prices?
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TO SAVE THE NATION
AND ENSURE PROTEIN-RICH
FISH PROCUCTS FOR THE
PEOPLE

GOVERNMENT HAS ACTED  WISELY
in cancelling the licences of two foreign companies
and compelling them to withdraw their trawlers

frem Sri Lankan waters

GOVERNMENT  MUST  ALSO  CANCEL
all other pending licences, if any, and not

issue any more new licences.

BUT MORE THAN THIS

"GLVERNMENT  MUST STOP THE EXPORT
of fish and fish products. Sri Lanka has no
surplus of sea-food for expert. The nation gets
no benefit by export — only afew exporters,
commission agents, middlemen, contact men

and mudalal’s, benefit.
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