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Letter A]:r’_o_m Che HEoaitor

THE BULLOCK CART and the bullock-(or buffalo)-drawn plough have all
but disappeared in Sri Lanka. But for the oil crisis triggared in 1973 by
the conflict between OPEC (which wanted better oil prices to meet the
himalayan increase in the prices of industrial goods exported by the main
oil-censuming countries) and the rich industrially-advanced countries of
the West, including “eastern” Japan, {which wanted cheap oil from oil
producers and high prices for its own experts), the bull and the buffalo (so
far as 5ri Lanka is concerned) would have passed into oblivion as sources
of energy and power. Until fuel-driven motorised vehicles swept aside
all animal—{and human)—energised transportation, the bull and the buffalo
had reigned supreme in this country as well as many other countries in this
region. Man-drawn rickshaws had taken over from the man-carried
palanquins from the middle of last century, but, in the last three decades
petrol and diesel driven private cars and taxis have swept the rickshaw
aside. In spite of the swift invasion by lorry and rail transport, the bullock
cart had succeeded in holding its own for short hauls in urban arezs while
being still extensively used in rural areas. Within two decades the
tractor has virtually driven the bull—(or buffalo)—drawn plough off our
fields. There were plaintive cries from far-sighted people that it was a
national tragedy to discard the bull, buffalo, the cart and the plough in
favour of the more sophisticated agricultura! equipment (thereby increasing
the island’s dependence on”imports and the consequent drain of foreign
exchange), but this was ignored by those who should have known better.
The oil crisis, more than anything else, brought home to all and sundry that
the bull and the buffalo still had their use in the national economy. In the
modern age, with exploding populations, and the need to achieve green
revolutions overnight, it is not possible to go back te the bul! and rthe buffalo
entirely. The tractor, the lorry and all forms of motorised equipment
are required to transform a stagnant under-developed economy into
something more dypamically plentiful (in terms of modern concepts
measured by the twentieth century shibboleths like the gnp, per capita
income, per capita consumption. etc. etc.). But, unless their use is regulated
by the available resources of the country and in terms of a controlled plan,
the economy of a developing country like Sri Lanka will inevitably lurch
into a new kind of lop-sidedness not very different from what it had endured
during the period of colonial rule. There has been a welcome move
in Sri Lanka recently to restore the bull and the buffalo to their
- pristine glory. High rhetoric, verging on jingoism, has issued forth
from Ministerial establishments that the peasant must go back to
“the bull and the buffaio and that the tractor should be banished from
countrysida. Armchair bureaucrats had ruled, not so long ago,
that the four-wheeled tractor should be totally eliminated and had
brought a virtual ban on their imports. They swore by the bull,
buffalo and the two-wheeled hand tracter (which they decreed could
be “manufactured” locaily). Unfortunately for them, there were
not enough bulls and buffaloes in the country—they had all found
their way to the slaughter house. Carts and wooden ploughs had
also become so expensive that the ordinary peasant could not
dreaming of owning them anymore. And, he had been taught to
rely on hiring tractors (on government loans) that he could not bring
himself round to belieye that bulls and buffaloes still had a role in the
under-developed economy of Sri Lanka. Saner counsel now seems to
prevail in high quarters which had for some time had lost itself in
the dark clouds of self-delusion. They have at last been persuaded that
the four-wheeled tractor is essential for large-scale cultivation (but they
have not realised that it is 2 waste of national rescurces to use them for
road haulage), that the local “manufacture’” (really assembly) of two-wheeled
tractors is a farce, and that a long-drawn out programme was necessary
to rehabilitate the bull, buffalo and the cart. There are indicstions that
sanity has begun to infect the bureaucratic minds which had gone beserk
only a few years ago. Much as our bureaucrats dislike anything “Indian"
—forgetting that this island has been part of the “Indian’’ subzontinent from
the beginning of time—there is much we can learn from India in the matter
of a rational use of the bull, buffalo and the cart. Reports indicate that,
among other measures, steps were being taken to modernise the bullack
cart. India had launched a huge livestock development programme many
years ago and this island has at last decided that it can benefit from Indian
expertise and assistance. At a recent Science Congress at Bangalore one
of the main tepics of discussion related toways of re-designing a cart that will
be easy for the bulls to pull and more ecenemical far the ewner.
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EDITOR’S NOTEBOOK

Before The Deluge ?

February 18,

THE NO-CONFIDENCE MOTION
against the Minister of Finance
and Justice, Mr. Felix Dias Bandzra-
naike, is the talk of the country?
We have in a previous issue pub-
lished the full text of the no-con-
fidence motion and we shall deal
with the debate separately after
the dust and the storm scirred
up by the debate has settled down
comewhat. As there are suspicious
that the daily papers controlled
by the Governmant, directly as
well as indirectly, will not give
full coverage to the debate, the
(UNP) Journal has already anncun-
ced that it will publish special
editions to cover the debate in full.
The Janading too is likely to give
the fullest coverage. Tribune is a
paper of comment and comment
is best in retrospect. We also
invite comments from our readers
on the far-reaching ctonsequences
which will arise from the No-
Confidence motion.

Many political circles are also
intrigued by the timing of the
one-day token strike planned by
the JCTUO: from midnight of
February 19 to the midnight of
February 20. Was it a coincidence
that the day chosen was the mid-
night of the day tcheduled for the
no-confidence motion? Thera are
speculations in many circles whe-
ther the Government will take
the necessary steps to enable the
JCTUO to call off the strike. What
is even more significant is that the
strike decision was tzken at a
meeting of the JCTUO at the SLFP
trade union headquarters. The
SLFP trade union federation too
had supported the token strike.
This is a fact that the SLFP party
leadership and the Government
cannot dismiss lightly. The CMU
has already decided to participate
in this strike, and the CWC is
likely to join it.

But, it is difficult even to
guess the response the JCTUO
call for a token strike will evoke
among its members. Will a hun-
dred percent, or even 2 majority
of the affiliated membership,
strilke on February 20? In general,
ordinary workers are in no
mood to indulge in direct anti-
government strikes. It is one
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thing to strike against the mis-
deeds of bureaucrats, but an
all-island strike (even a token
one) is a challenge to the gov-
ernment.

The SLBC, however, in more
than one of its news broadcasts,
took great pains to announce that
a trade union federation—with a
high sounding and pompous name—
had issued a statement that it was
opposed to the token strike and that
its members will go to work on
the day of the proposed token
strike. There has been a great
deal of telephoning here and there
by many to identify the “federa-
tion” in question. The JCTUO is
made up of the three federations
attached to the three parties that
had set up the United Front gov-
ernment in 1970. When the LSSP
quit in October 1975, the JCTUO
decided that it was not going to
split and that the “‘unity’’ they
had maintained from 1970 would
be continued. There were 2 few
strains and stresses when the LSSP
sought to launch a mini-strike
wave towards the end of last year,
but the LSSP did not push matters
to a head. And now, the rather
tough attitude adopted by the
Minister of Information and Broad-
casting, Mr. R. S. Perera, in regard
to a trade dispute at the Govern-
ment Press has brought all the
constituent members of the JCTUO
together to call a token strike.
Mr. R. S. Perera is a stalwart of
the SLFP and is reputedly close
to Mr. Fel’'x R. Dias Bandaranaike
(who also fayours a tough line in
some ma+ters). Will the SLFP trade
union leaders in the JCTUO, who
were party to the token strike
decision, be expelled from the SLFP
(the political party) for joining in
a strike directed specifically against
an SLFP Minister? This is a question
that is being asked in political
circles.

THE PROPOSED TOKEN STRIKE
of a very large majority of trade
unions in the public and private
sectors is a clear indication that
the Government is no longer able
to settle a minor trade dispute
concerning a trade apprentice. The
months of January and February
have also witnessed a large number
of mini-strikes on inconsequential
matters like bopus and loans. The
UMNP, ever ready to pounce on
any advantage it can derive from
the acts of commission and omiss-
ion of *he Government, has not
been slow to react.

Token Strike

The Party's The Journal, in its
issue of February 17, had a front
page headline: STRIKES BEGIN !N
SRI LANKA. This is what it said:

Strikes have begun in the country
again. Many of the strikes are the
result of economic demands which
relate to the day-to-day living of
the pzople. It may be a question
of bonus payments or even the
ready availability of loans which in
turn has become part and parcel
of the living pattern of a vast seg-
ment of the people. Loans are
looked upon as a reliever of the
pressing economic problems of the

peaple.

On the whole therefore, the strikes
we have witnessed symbolise the
failure of the present government
—the coalition of the SLFP{LSSP
and tl.2 CP till last year, and SLFP-
CP coalition since then. The earn-
ings of the people have not kept
pace with the relentless upward
trend of prices. Living has become
costlier. But the means have been
tumbling down. The two trends
have been moving in opposite
directions, and the vast majority
of the people have been caught
helplessly in this shifting of econo-
mic forces.

The failure of the present rulers
is the specific failure to put more

money inte the pockets cof the
people. More ond more money
cannot be squeezed out from

empty slogans.,

In spite of the high pressure activity
of both the Lake House and Anura's
papers to tell the people that things
dre rosy, they are aware only of
dissatisfaction and disillusionment.
The people only know that their .
purses have been shrinking stea-
dily. This is the root cause of the
strikes. And it is the present rulers,
who have to accept responsibility
for this situation. It is their failure.
They have failed to get the economy
to move sufficiently to meet the
additional burdens cast on the
people, The economy is stagnating
and disintergrating despite the much
lauded takeover of estates and
other enterprises. The economic
policies of the present rulets have
been so shaped that only their
supporters have had a real break—
a break they can never have in
their lives. They are today appro-
priating the wealth of the country
at the expense of the masses. This
explains why the strikes are taking
place.



UNP and the UF

But whersin [ies the dnswer to
this situation. The ruln brought
about by several years of rule by
the SLFP ably supported by the
golden brains of the LSSP and the

CP, con only be wiped out by the

stable policies of the UNP. The

policies of the UNP announced
at the 2lst annual conference
have been carefuily worked out
embracing rot only economic and
saciel consideration but also the
inner urges and aspirations of
the vast majority of the people.
The UNP has occepted the policy
of people’s ownership and manage-
ment. This is a policy that erables
the toilers to cwn and manage
the property of the land. They
would be made the owners of the
places where tiiey work and also
owners of small enterprises, The
stability of society could come
only in that way. Growth would
be speeded. The economy would
begin to move and away from
the slothful stagnation it has re-
mained for the last six years. The
growing demands of the people
could only be met by a growing
ond expanding ecenomy. A dynamic
economy is the answer to all the
ifls th2 country is facing today
and naturally it is the UNP that
has the palicies to steer the ecanomy
gnd the country away from deciine.

The UNP is ready with the reme-

dies.

The UNP says it has the reme-
dies, for the strikss but it is diffi-
_cult envisage how the policies
announced at the last UNP Party
Congress will work out in practice.
The latest UNP programme is an
ecletic  hotch-potch like every-
thing in the world is teday. The
new UNP programme is an un-
holy mixture of controlled private
enterpriss, inhibited public enter-
prise, fablan socialism clothed in
post-1971 insurgancy (Sri Lanka)
jargon, UNP bosstfulness with a
tinge of hidden Mccarthyian anti-
red baiting, wishful thinking based
on customary eléction promises
couched in high falutin’ termine-
logy, something to enliven the
buddhists, many things to assure
the christians, hindus and the
muslims—it has 2 bit of everything
for everybody. .

IN SRI LANKA, as everybody who
knows politics, knows, it is not
the election manifesto that brings
(or has brought) parties or coali-
tlons to power. It is failure of the
Government in power to deliver
the goods and make life more

3

tolerable for the ‘‘common man".
The election manifesto is only a
standby reservoir far awasy in the
background which has the mythical
capacity to provide remedies for
all the ills which afflict the people.
If strikes plasue the country, the
UNP as the lead'ng Opposition
party must have a manifesto from
which a text could be pulled out
to convince the people that it had
a remedy.

The new UNP manifesto,
formulated by Mr. J. R. Jaye-
wardene, is a clever piece of
work. It takes into considera-
tion all the difficuities that
presently exist because of the
acts of commission and omis-
sion of tha Government. I[f
the socio-economic and political
situation in the country does
not change drastically in regard
to fundamentals before the next
elactions, the UNP manifesto
has all the inspirational mumbo-
jumbo to carry the party to
victory. What the UNP will
do therezfter is another matter.

The United Front’s Common
Programme, formulated in 1968,
had szrved a similar purpose to
help tha UF to win the 1970 general
elections. The Common Programme
fully exploited the acts of commis-
sion and omission of the UNP
Coalition Government. The UNP
had not been able to resolve the
fundamental sozio-economic prob-

lems of the people. The only posi-
tive feature of the Dudley Sena-
nayake government was its Grow
More Food Campaign, but in spite
of the vast millions Invested 'in
the programme the results were
minimal (though some of the re-
sults  had seemed stupendous in
the context of Sri Lanka’s dwarf-
like efforts previously to attain
self-sufficiency in foed). Dudley
Senanayaks’s programme was not
able to do anything more than
scratch on the surface, without
removii.g any of the root causes
that had led to the chronic eco-
nomic stagnation in the country.

To the credit of the United
Front government it must be said
that it has implemented vast socio-
political and economic changes en+
visaged in the Common Programme,
The changes suggested in the Com-
mon Programme  Were so stag-
geringly  unbelievable that many
voters had been impressed by the
good intentions inherent in them.
A substantial part of the changes
proposed (and threatened) have
been implemented. The system of
land tenure and ownership esta-
blished by the British in the early
part of the last ceutury has been
changed. The administration of jus-
tice has undergone far-reaching
changes. The ownership of houses
is now regulated by special laws.
The educational system has been
‘utned upside down in the belief

ON THE COVER

THE BULLOCK CART

Our cover picture, this week, is an old one. It was taken nearly
sixty yeats ago, when the double bullock cart, with sleeping accomoda-
tion for a passenger, was a popular mode of long-distance trave! (in the
twenties). The picture was taken at a spot between Omantai 2nd
Vavuniya. At that time it was all jungle. Today, the area has been
opened up and the jungle has receded in some places and disappeared
in others. Travel was leisurely and eary. The party camped for the
night at a suitable point. A fire was lit to keep wild animals away. Food
was cooked and the travellers went to sleep early. They were up very
early to do a streteh which would not tire the bulls unduly. Then, the
party stopped ‘and cooked their breakfast. Then, another short
distance was coversd, and then it was lunch and an afternoon siesta.
And so the journey had progressed. Stops were made at the villages
and the ipfrequent habitations on the way. Such was the manner
of travel from Jaffna to Anuradhapura in those days for people who had
business on the way. The railways had already started running, but it
did not stop in places where business was transacted—on the pot, by
the tanks and the cuitivated areas. The bus and *he lorry have now
eliminated bullock cart travel. People cannot go back to the days of
of the bullock cart. Train services must be improved. The
bus and lorries services too must be improved. But wherever It is
possible—short hauls, inside large farms (where tractors are now used),
the bullock cart can be used to advantege, especially if the cart Ie re-
designed 2nd modernised as they are proposing to do in India.
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that it was the enly way of securing
" emanclpatior  from colonial cul-
ture. In fact, so many changes
have baan introduced that it is
difficult to list them. Import trade
has bsen made a state monopoly.
The export trade is very nearly
a total monopoly of ths state.
Wholesale trade is completely in
the hands of the state. A large
art of the retail trade is hendled
E)r state-owned co-operatives. This
is not a complete catalogue. but
this will give an indication of the
vastness of the change. .

But, have these changes made
the lot of the common people
any better than it was in 1970, or
1969 or 19657 Have these changes
brought  better life to the
ordinary people? Is the average
worker able to feed himself
satisfactorily, clothe himself ade-
quately, educate his children
fittingly and thereafter get them
suitable jobs?

The answers to these ques-
tions are known,

The Government, however,
wants the people to be patient
until the results of the changes
take reot, and the presentiy
still imaginary benefits descend
in a plentlful manner on all
the people. The UNP and other
Opposition Parties say that that
whilst soma of thess changes
are necsssary and worthwhile,
political racketeers have cor-
nered all the benefits for tham-
selves leaving the wvast multi-
tude to suffer in the morass
of high prices, chronic short-
ages gallop’ng unemployment
and untold corruption.

The Government also argues
that high prices, inflation znd
unemployment are the result
of global economic evils, but it
Is difficult to hide the fact that
there are a large number of
developing ecountries, similarly
I:Iaced as Sri Lanka, where
ife for the ordinary man is
infinitely better at all levels.
The UNP and the Opposition
Parties are not slow to point
this out—and the Government
has no real answers to challenge
the opposition. :

WHILE THIS . DEBATE gathers
momentum, -there are d'sturbing
trends which have made many
people to sit up and think. The
daily papers of February 12 had
rexorted thar an ARMED GANG
HAD ROBBED THE PEOPLES BANK
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at. Gangodawila of a 'sum around
Rs. 6 lakhs. The reports had stated
that:
Six men armsd with revolvers
broke into Wijerama People’s Bank
and task-away nearly Rs. 600,000
yesterday afternosn, They held the
employees of the Bank at gunpoint

aground | p.m. and cleared the
drawers of the cash. They had
shot into the air to scare the

employees. Members of the public
who were at the Bank which is
situal=d near the Vidyodaya Campus
had fled in panic.

A few hours after the incident the
officers of the Mirihana Police
arrested two persons who were
alleged to have been involved in
the robbery along with the car
said to have been used by six men.
The car an Austin Cambridge too
is believed to have been stolen
by the men earlier. A third man,
too, is taid to hove been arrested
at Kaduwela, several miles away
from the scene of the robbery
with a part of the loot. Policemen
of the Nawagemuwa PColice darres-
ted the man as he was about to
board a bus at the Koduwela
Town. He was arrested on sus-
picion and a search yielded a
large amount of cash which he
had confessed was stolen from
the Bank. Police are on the Jook
out for tha three other men who
are said to have made away with g
major part of the stolen money.

Subsequent to this, further ar-
rests had been made and it was
reported that Rs. 5 lakhs (of the
six) had been alreadvy recovered.
Tha Daily Mirror of February 186,
1976, had a speculative story on
its frontpage with a staggering
headl’na:  SEQUEL TO BANK
ROBBERY  INVESTIGATIONS—IS
ANOTHER INSURRECTION IN
THE OFFING! The main quastion
posed “was: 1S THERE ANOTHER
INSURRECTION, SIMILAR TO
THAT OF AFRIL, 1971, IN THE
OFFING? This what the report
said:

This is the question now agitating

police Investigators into the re-

cent Rs. 6 lakhs bank robbery at

Gangodawila where six armed men

robbed the bank after hclding

the employees at gun point fast

Wednesday. Police investigations

have established the - existence of

an organised  underground move-
ment possessing arors, -ammunition
and a printing press.

A search at tha residence of the

four suspects taken into custody

Insurgency Again?

-in connection with,. this robbery
has led to the detection of rifles,
ammunitlon, gun powder and In-
flammatory [iterature. The four
in custody include a Lecturer in
Geography at the Vidyalankara
Campus, two undergrgduates and
the s of a woman doctor. The
members of this organised move-
ment are reported (o be running
a well-organised farm at Malabe
where the police recovered most
of tha arms. ammunition and
literature. This underground maves
ment is also found to have pub-
lished a news sheet titled "*Mitiya"
—Hammer.

The palice investigators also sus-
pect that this mavems=nt has been
allegedly involved in a number
of other robberies and hold-ups
in various parts of the country.
The bolice are now on the look
out for two suspects one of whom
Is alleged to be the king pin of
this underground movement. The
other is said to be one who had
been taken ints custodv in connec-
tion with the April 1971 insur-
rection and later released. The
six men who had hijacked an
Austin  Cambridge car for the
robbery are r=ported to have been
on the verge of openng the jewel-
lary vault of the bank when the
late doposits car had pulled up
and th: suspects through fear
ran away with whatever they could
pounce on—Rs. & lakhs of which
5 lakhs have been recovered from
the four suspecis. It has also been
revealed that the suspects had
planned to rob the same bank
a week earlier. But their plans
were foiled when a Ford Consul
car which they hijacked had
fallen into a ditch at Athurugiriya.
A team of policemen led by Ins-
pector Jurangpathy, HQI, of Miri-
hana is conducting further inves-
tigations.

it will be remembered that
Mr. Anura Bandaranalke and
the Daily Mirror have warned
the public, for some time now,
that there were indications that
another 197l-type insurrection
was being planned. Many peo-
ple had not taken these warn-
ings seriously, but some recent
events have begun ta maka
many peopla think Mr. Anura
Bandaranaike may be right
after all. This is an era of sur-
prises and unexpected events,
and the Government will do
well to ssrious notice of the
warnlngs uttered by Mr. Anura

4



fran

. Bandaranaike and the Doily
Mirror in this connection. Wa
live in a world surprises.

MANY WILL BE SURPRISED to
know that oil-rich Iran Is now
facing sericus economlie problems.
That is probably the reason why
Iran has unilaterally reduced its
crude oil price in a bid to
sell the oil that has begun to accu-
mulate unsold. Many n Sri Lanka
had believed that lran would flourish
in fabulous world of Arabiap
Nights’ riches for ever and ever.
The following despatch from
Washington to the Hindu by its

correspondent, Easwar Sagar is
most revealing.
Oil-rich Iran, which has embar-

ked on grandiose plans to develop
into a nation as modern and in-
dustrielly powerful as some of
the advanced nations of Europe,
is said to be facing serious eco-
nomic problems.  Reports from
Britain and France confirm what
became known hera earlier, that
fran which had placed huge or-
ders for arms, equipment for the
diversification of its industry and
material for the development of
its schools, roads, hospitals and
‘housing, is now talking of cutting
back on some of these eorders be-
cause of a decline in oil revenues.
Instead of o surplus of $tive to
six billions from oil sales, it is
now said te be faced with a budget
deficit of $two to three biilions.
It wos disclosed here the other
day that [ran. which had ordered
billions of dollars warth of planes
and ships to modernise its darmed
forces, was now reducing its pur-
chases from the U.S. Though the
reason given was that the US
had hiked its price for these
equipment, since the orders were
placed, there are indications that
the cutbacks were made because
of lack of ready cash.

Eighteen months ago, when it
was amassing profits from oil,
Iran was talking of taking over
Pan American Airways, of dcquir-
ing @ 25 per cent share in the

giant Krupps Steel Works of West -

Germany, and of lending Britain
over a billion dollars to bail that
country out of jts financial pro-
blems due to declining trade re-
‘ceipts. Reports pow indlcate that
fran may not be agble to give this
loan to Britain.

Faced witn declining sales, lran
is now reported to be pressing
Western . Governments to force
their oll companies to buy more

&3

Iranian oil. Iran is supposed to
have told them, in what is consi-
dered to be an indirect threat,
that if they do not, it may delay
payments to western companies
from these countries, which have
sold industrigl and othcr  equip-
ment to lran.

fran's unexpecied economic troubles
are traced to several sources.
Whiie the major western oil con-
sumers have had some success
in cutting back on their consump-
tion in their bid to beat the high
prices charged by OPEC countries,
fran has not reduced production
to match the decline in off-take.
It has thus been pumping out more
crude than it can sell, unlike
Soudi Arabia and Kuwait which
are in a better position to let the
oil lie underground until demand
goes up again, Also, unlike other
OPEC members, the Shah of lran
has always been a stern believer
in keeping oil prices as high as
possible. This, it is believed, has
made Iran a special target of the
western oil consortia, which have
been keeping their cil purchases
in Iran as low as possible. The
suspicion Is thot they are doing
50 to pressure the Shah into lower-
ing his price for oil, and to obtain
a better profit margin than Iran
is willing to allow them.

Neighbouring Irag, on thc other
hand, quietly cut back on its oil
prices, and wos able to sell more
oil than before. While Iran's oil
output is said to have declined
by Il per cent, Irag’s is said to
have gone up by 20 per cent.
Iran’s problems are also said to
have other causes. Ils ambitious
plans to become @ West Germany
or France in a hurry has led it to
buy western goods and technology
at too rapid a pace, so much so
that its ports ond docks are said
to be clutiered with uncleared
carge. Inflation Is another factor.
High food import bills have meant
a drain. Also, corruption among
public officials, which had led to
d campaign against it, is said to
have slowed down the pace of
commercial activity.

There are many lessons Sri
Lanka can learn frem Iran's
experience: that it is wrong
to be in a hurry: that it is wrong
to be over-ambitious: that
Pesalai oil (if it is found) will
bring such immediate prosper-
ity that this country could
(once apalnl) start on
a spending spree to provide,
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among other things, welfara sche-
mes the country cannot afford
(even after Pesalai or Mahaweli).

February 24,

The No-Confidence motfon aga-
inst Mr, Felix R. Dias Bandaranaike
which was debated in the NSA
on February 19 has certainly raised
more dust than the near com_lete
token (zenaral strike) on February
20. The Government, through the
media it controls—Lake House,
the Times and the SLBC—like the
proverbial ostrich hiding its head
in sand, hes pretended that
“business” went on as usual on
February 20. Those who have lang
memeries end are old enough to
remember will recall the Lake
House banner headline on August
12, 1953 cf BUSINESS AS USUAL
when the Hartal had brought lifa
to a standstill in Colombo and In
most parts of the country. At that
time, the Lake House was the faith-
ful tool of the UNP and Senanayakes
(ard Kotelawela). Cn February 20,
1976, the Lzke House adopted a
similar attitude to the total (general)
strike by prctending that that a
large number of workers had not
re-ponded to the call of the JCTUO.
(It is true that a number of wor-
kers, especially white ccllar wor-
kers, zttended offices in Colombo
and elsawhere and in the progess
had broken a number of traffic
by-laws, viz two and three persons
an the tame bicycle, etc and also
the recent emergency laws about
pessengers being transported by
lorry, etc) Lake House papers
had not said BUSINESS AS USUAL,
but it had endeavoured to build
up a mirage that the strike was
the success that its sponsors would
try to make it out to be. The 5LBC
followed +tha same propaganda
technique and thereby widened
the credibility gap between the
Government and the public. Goy-
ernment panpers alse emphasised
that everything had been “peaceful™
meaning thereby that the forces of
law and order had kept the strikers
“quiet.”” It would have dore the
Government more good if it had
maintzined a  discreet silerce—
if it did not want the media to
reportfacts. | o oo .ot

Whatever propeganda gim-
micks the Government has re«
sorted to and will resort to in
the near future to play down
the strike, thera Is not the
slightest doubt that it was the
most complete one-day ali-island
(genaral) strike ever In _the
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histor of this country.
Thea threa constituent mambers
of the JICTUO, -including the
SLFP trade unions, backed the
strike  wholeheartedly. The
CMU, CWC and the DWC
supported the strike. The Cen-
tral Bank Employees Union
supportad the strike., Ali UNP
trade unions fully supported
the strilce. All FP-TUF led trade
unions (though smail and weak)
had backed ths strike. Though
prass reporis (in the pro-gov-
ernment madia) had “stressad
that a number of employees
had attendad their offices, avery-
body who had eyes saw, and
evorybody who had ears hzard,
that the token strike was a
1009, succeess because every-
thing had been brought to a
standstill—the buses did not
move, the trains did not runm,
the ports did not worlg, In short
there was total and complete
paralysis of all normal activity.

In the Temi! North it was a
total hartal in addition to the
all embracing token strike. In
the South and elsewhere, the
strike was so complete that
no business was transacted and
no businass could be transacted,.
Everything went off peacefully
because there were no unions,
no groups and no parties
opposed to the strilke seeking
to breake it. If the Gov-
ernment does not realise that
it stands isclated, even from the
trade unions of the SLFP and
the CP—the two parties malking
the Governmental Unitad Front—
then the only conclusion nossi-
ble is that the Government
has lost all sensitiveness to
realities.

The ICTUO has now adopted
an eight-point immediate minimum
programme (at a mes=ting of tha
Committee on the day after the
strike) and wich the ‘strength it
has displayed on February 20, it is
likaly to press forward to compel
the Government to concedz the
demands. The dsmands are: (N
Withdraw or abandon rhe Foreign
Investment Bill; (2) Fulfill the pro-
mise made last year to nationalise
all foreign banks; (3) Remave ali
anti-democratic and  anti-union
Emergency Regulrtions; (4) Pay
a realistic cost of living allowance
i.e. Rs. = 2 for  every
incr ase in the every point of the
ind x with an assured minimum

lc wage of Rs. 250 a month
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in the public and private sectors;
(5) Pay three months salary as
a ‘loan to public sarvants untll
the Credit Councils began to func-
tion; (6) That the LB de Silva
Commission report be implemen-
ted; (7) that the Rs. 15 allawance
granted in the last Budgst be paid
to all woraers; (8) that all indus-
tries that affect the day to day
living of Consumers be nationalised.

But above all, the ICTUQ and
all other trade unions want the
trade apprentice and the worker
dismissed by the management of
the Government Press to be re-
instited, All formulae to save
the face of the Minister in question
(Mr. R. S. Perera) and the Govern-
ment in regard to these dismissals
have so far been rejected by the
JCTUO., The lengthy and circum-
iscutory statements made by the
Government to justify the aciien
taken fn the Government Press
to “discicl ne' allegedly intransigent
ard reczlc'trant workers have fal-
len on deaf ears—because the public
do not seem to attach any credi-
bil'ty to governmental statements.
“. The Government says that the
L5SP element in the Government Press
had resorted to rowdyism. but how

can we believe this since the Gov-
ernment has indulged In so  many
propaganda gimmicks which have

all boomeranged..” is the attiiude
cof even those who were faithful
and almest blind adherents of the
SLFP and the UF only a few months
ago.

So much for the token gensral
striks, and unless the Government
is will'ng to concede some of the
demands of the JCTUO, the country
may witness many more strikes
in the near future. One of the
most _sighificant developments of
the February 20 tcken (general)
strike was thatall trade unions and
all politicz1 partiesin the Opposition
and the un'ons with the Govern-
ment—UNP, TUF, LSSP, SLFP and
CP—h2d comb’aed against a trade-
unionless SLFP-CP Government. The
token strike of February 20 is the
culmination of many acts of com-
inission and omission by the Gov-
ernment en many fronts and in
many spheres.

THE NO CONFIDENCE MOTION
against Mr. Felix R. Dias Bandara-
nalkz and thz instransigent atti-
tude the Governmsnt has taken
In permicting Its “all purpose’

Minister to defend what is really:

Token Strike

defenceless has contributed greatly
to the present Isal:tlon of the
Government. Even if one witholds
Judgement on many of che charges
brought agsinst the Minister for
the misuse of power, there can be
no defence for the continuing default
of his brother-in-law and his wife,
b~ing pariners in a business ccp-
cern. Parllamentary propriety of the
most elementary nature demanded
this business should have been
wound up if the Minister's wife
was to be his privete secretary and
his brether-in-law was to hold
high governmental office. If the
business was not wound up, the
least that could have been done
was to ask these p-rsons to quit
the businces. |t would have been
unsatisfactory  even if the wife
and In-laws cont'nuzd to participate
in the business without holding
governmentz| office because it s
not right that such close relation:
of 2 Mn'sier stculd be involved
in a bus'ness which had te so many
transaci’ons with Government in
matters of busiress: ie. buving of
pouliry focd on ebvicusly conces-
sional rates from the State Ol
and Faits Corporation, selling of
eggs to the Market'ng Depsrtment
on a gpuarantced price contracts,
etc. etc. G-m dezling was a later
develepment which was even less
permissible. If the Minister, even
at a late srage, was willing to end
this intolerahle situation, it would
be easier for hic friends (and those
who admire his skill and his
manipulative capacityl to revive
public confidence in the Minister,

It woula be necessary in future
issues of Tribune to examine the
charges made by the Opposition
in some detail, but for the moment
it is sufficient to draw attention
to some cf the political highlights
that has stemmed from the debate,
Only three SLFP MPs had spoken
in defence of the Finance Minister.
The newly made post-LSSP era
Minister Suriyaratchi was the only
SLFP Minister who participated in
the debate, Deputy Minister Ratne
Deshapriya Senanayake and his
close eollaborator Mr, Jayaratne,
MP for Gampola, were the two
others who spoke up for the Minis.
ter. Their *defence” was in the
mzin as fol'ows: (a) that as Minister
Felix R, Dias Bandaranalke had
brought exchange control violators
I'ke Sir Ol'ver Goonetilleke to
trial and they had been convicted,
and therefore the UNP and other
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“reactioparies” had sponsored ths
no-confidence motion (those who
know political history know that
there was never any love lost bet-
ween J. R. and O.E.C.); (b) that
Minlster Felix had such an unsuilied
record for honesty that all the mud
thrown by the Opposition weuld
not stick on him; (c) and so on and
so forth.

But the manner in which the
debate was brought to an end
without a division by name
being taken has added the con-
fusion. This was a motion on
which a division by name should
have been taken. Nobody had
expected that the Speaker would
rule that the '*MNoes” had won
especially at a tims when near-
pandemonium hkad bhegun to
prevail in the House because
the sponsors ef the motion had
been denied the right te wind
up the debate. Whatever argu-
ments may be trotted out in
defence of the Sneaker’s rulings
and actions, thersz is not the

slightest doubt that public
is unhappy about this state
of affairs.

There is widespread publ'c talk
that no senior M'nister of “the
SLFP rose to speak in defence
of Minister Falix R. Dias Bandara-

natke; that Prime Minister, who
was present during the debate,
did not go to rescee of the

Finance Minister under sharp at-
tack by the Opposition; that the
Leuder of the House, Mr. Maithri-
pala Senanayake, did not rise to
defend his  buleaguered colleague,
that the Ch'ef Whip, who is adept
in pouring oil over troubled waters,
" did nothing more than crack his

whip—and that but for the grace
of the Opposition which had kept
the debate going when there were
no governmental speakers, the de-
bate could easily have concluded
with enly the speech of the Minis-
ter Felix R. Dias Bandaranaike
In defence of himself.

It was altogether an uproariously
fupny” debate. The Speaker had
ruled that voice vote had indicated
that the No Confideance Motlon
should conclude without the Oppo-
sicion being given an opportunity o
windup the debate. (But the question
that is being actively cunvassed
now is regarding the number of
SLFP backbenchers who wera pre-
sent in the precincts of the House
when division time drew near and
about the number who “‘might”
have abstained at division, or m ght
have “‘gone to sleep” in one of the
lobb'es). But the even more impor-
tant guestion is whether the main
motion was put to the House at
all. The (UNP) Journal, 24/2/76
described the end in the following
terms:

The Speaker said it was always
advisable to stick to the agree-
ment, and then put Mr. Maithripala
Senanayoke’s motion that a vote
be taken at that stage to the House,
There was great confusion at+ that
time when the vote was taken by
voice. The Speaker then announced:
“The Ayes have it" and left his
chair. The members also left the
chamber. In this situation, some
claim that the voice vot= was on
Mr. Maithripala Senanaycke's mo-
tion that a vote be taken at that
stage. Hence the debate had only
been adjourned and has to be re-
sumsd on another date. This. main-

:

tains that the Speaker's rulidg is

that the Opposition motion has been

passed. It is understeod the Oppo-
sition has taken up the matter
with the Speaker.

The Daily Mirror version is that
after the decision to take a2 vote
at that stage ‘‘there was confusion
as Members began to shout. A voice
vote was then taken and the Speaker
announced. that the ‘noes’ had it
The Deily News version, 21/2{76,
had stated as follows about this
part of the debate: *

"'..When the Speaker, Mr. Stanley
Tillekeratna, then put the vyote
to the House there was considerable
confusion and the Speaker's an-
nouncement was drowned in the
ensuting din. A parliamentary cfficial
later declared ‘The Noes have it.

Even after the House was adjourned

members retired in noisy disorder

arguing with other.”

This was certainly no way to
end a sericus Neo Cerfidince
Motion against a very important
member of the Government, but
this is Sri Lanka today.

The Times of Ceylon Sunday
llustrated on 22(2/76, had a front-
page story that the Opposition
view was that the NO-FAITH
DEBATE WAS NOT YET OVER.
The report concluded thus: “The
oﬁposmcn is also of the view that
there is nothing in Hansard to indi-
cate that the no-confidence motion
was put to the House. The Minister
of Finance and Justice is scheduled
to go abroad on February 29 for
medical treatment. In fact during
the course of the debate Mr. Bandara-
naike soid he had wanted an early
debate as he had to go abroad on
February 29,

CHRONICLE

Feb. 7 — Feb. 13

A DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRl LANKA AND THE WORLD
COMPILED FROM DAILY NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHED IN COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Dally News; CDM—Ceylon Dally
Mirror; CO—Ceylon Observer; TOCSL—Times of
Caylon Sunday [llustrated; DM—Dinamina; LD—Lan adipa;
JD—lanadina; VK—Virakesari; ATH—Aththa; 5M=Silu.
mina; SLD—Sri Lankadipa; [S—lanasathiya.
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7: The CIC (Exchangs
Frauds) yesterdsy sentenced Sir Olver Goonetilleke,
a former Governor General of Ceylon to four years
rigorous Imprisonment and a fine of Rs. 950,000 for
foreign exchanga offences invelving 2 sum of Rs. [0

7

million: Mrs. Sheila Sathananthan, daughter of Sir
Oliver, wae given a ruspended sentence of 2 years rigo-
rous imprisennient (suspended for a period of five years)
and a fine of Rs. 551,000: Mr. Sachznanthan, son-in-law
of Siy Oliver, was senrenced to two years rigorous
imprisonment end & fine of Rs. 220,000: Mr. A, R, M.
Mukehat, a leading gem merchant was sentenced to four
years rigorous imprisenment and 3 fine of Rs. 1.8 millicn:

his two sons Messrs Thowfeek Mukehar and Fawmy
Mukihar were ezch fined Rs. 10,000: the total fines
impczed in this case amounted to Rs. 3,541,000—

CDN. Mr. Hecter Kobbekaduwa, Minister of Lands
and Agricuiture, said yesterday that a organisation
called the Janztha Estate Development Beard alse known
as the “Janavasama”™ will be incharge of managing the
estates taken over by the Government: Mr. K. H. ).
W Jedesa, Chalrmzn of the Lend Referms Commission
will be the Cheirman of the Janawesa: there will  be
five board of directors under the Chairman—COM. The
Committee consisting of Ministers and MPs who
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condicted investigations into the communal disturbances
in Puttalam in its report to the government said that
an incident originating from a personal dispute had
been exploited by looters and political spies and this
had led to violence—CDN. Police and Income Tax autho-
rities investigeting the affairs of the Colombo Com-
mercial Company Ltd., now taken over by the Govern-
ment, have discovered that in one instance the
Company had obtained illegally a large quantity of urea
assigned for the State Fertilizer Corporation—ATH.
The Aththa editorially compared the statement of Mr.
Maithripala Sepanayake, Minister of Irrigation, Power
and Highways, seeking co-operation from the working
class when he explained the incidents of Puttalam at
the MNSA to the present position of the workers of
the Government Press who have been let dawn by
the Minister of Information and Broadcasting: the Aththa
sald it was regrettable to note that certain Minlsters
and MPs do not understand the importance of the work-
ing class. The Janadina referring to the Police invasion
of the meeting of the employees of the Government
Press who were on strike said this amounted to
thuggery on the part of the Minister of Information
and Eroadcasting who was in charge of the Government
Press. According to reports from Geneva nearly 6000
people died and 4000 were injured in an earchquake
in Guatemala. Following a U.S. Senate sub-committee
disclosure that the American Lockheed Aircraft Cor-
poration has paid large sums of money for the purpose
of sales promotions to lapanese politicians, Reuter said
that this could lead to a political storm in Japan in the
year of its general elections.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8: Mr. Lakshman Jayakody,
Daputy Minister of Defence and Forsign Affairs, had
been informed from 2n Indian source that out of the Rs,
1500 million declared In Tamil Nadu under the amnesty
granted by the Indian Government for "black money”
approximately Rs, 80 million were earned in Sri Lanka
and illegally transfered to South India: following this
information the Deputy Minister has asked the autho-
ritles for a thorough investigation—CO. Mr. }. R. Jaye-
wardene Leader of the Opposition, has nominated
Mr. Rukman Senanayake, MP for Dedigama, for an
educational course in perilamentary practice in London
organised by the Commonwealth Parliamentary Asso-

ciation: Mr. Senanayake’s conduct during the Colombo .

South by-election was the subject of an inquiry by the
UNP Working Committee—CO. A senior officfal of
the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting told the
Sunday Observer that with the recruiiment of over two
thousand new hands the Government Press will return
to normal functioning from Wednesday: yesterday
over 4,000 odd applications were received by the Press
for Jobs. According to the Sunday Times the Police will
from this week take stern action to stop the racing
menace in the country: according to a spokesman -even
school chilaren have been lured into placing bets on
horse racing. According to the Sri Lankedipa the
announcement by the British Broadcasting Corporation
that it would do away with the Sinhala medium broad-
casting from the end of this month was not for the
Eurposa of cutting down on expenditire as claimed
y the BBC but as a political revenge for taking over
British owned estates: Mr. David Page, an official of the
BBC Eastern Service, who was in the island last week
told the Lankadipa that he did not think chat this had
any bearing with the taking over of the estates by the
Government: he also said that he would however take
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up the matter with offlcials of the BBC~SLD. According
to the Siluming Puttlam and suburbs are now peaceful
after the recent communal vlolenee there. The fana-
sathiya published a story where the Tourist Policé
mistook two school children for beggars and transporred
them to a camp for baggars: the mother of the children
who went In search of hsr daughters to the school,
was also arrested by the Police and transported to the
camp for beggars: Mr. Bernard Soysa, MP for Colombo
Scuth, revealed this in the NSA. Political cireles in Pakis-
tan attributed a Cabinet reshuffle by Mr. Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto, Prime Minister, to early gencral elections: the
Cabinet of 11 Ministers were expanded to 16. A second
earth quake within two days hit the city of Gautemala
sending the entire population fleeing to the streets.

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 9: According to the Daily
News Prime Minister, Mrs. Sirima Bandaranaike, and
her high ranking party men will hold talks with the
Communist Party on the provisions of the draft
Foreign Investment Bill now under consideration by
the Government: the proposed talks were initiated by
the Communist Party after the decision of the party
leadership was placed before the Government, follow-
ing discussions at the Central Committee level. The
Janata Estate Development Board which was set up
by Mr. Hecter Kobbekaduwa, Minister of Lands and
Agriculture, to manage the estates taken over by the
government will hold its inaugural meeting today:
the Board which is known as lapawasama will also
discuss the question whether the directors of the now
defunct agency houses .hould be re-employed—CDN.
The Sri Lanka Indeperdent Trade Union Federation
appealed to the Prime Minister and the Minister of
Information -and Broadcasting to reconsider the dead-
line given to employees of the Government Press wha .
weflt out on strlie.-—CDN Campus authorities at Pera-
deniya have fixed the dates for all examinations and
particulars of residential fecllities for candidates—CDN.
According to the Daily Mirror about 400 tractor engines
imported two years ago for use in the government’s
food production drive have been idling unused: these
tractor engines were imported by the Industrial
Development Board and Sri Llanka State Trading
(Tractor) Corporation. Ministry of Education will soon
appoint science degree holders to teaching posts to
schools in remote areas—DM. A team of officials led by
Mr. T. B. llangaratne, Minister of Trade and Public
Administration, left the island yesterday for talks with
the Indian Government on mutual aid between the
wo countries: the talks will commence today—DM.
According to the Lankadipa over thirty firms in Amerfca
have expressed their willingness to undertake petro-
leum drilling work in the shores of Sri Lanka: following
these applications a team of officials headed by the
Chairman of the Petroleum Corporation, Mr. E. R, 5.
R. Coomaraswamy, left for America for negotiations,
The ICTUO meets tomotrow to decide what action
shou'd be pursued in regard to the strike at the Gov-
ernment Press and the subsequent action by the Govern-
ment to appoint fresh hands: meanwhile several trade
unions In the ICTUO proposed to launch a2 one-day
token strike—VYK, The Aththa editorially said that the
action of the Minister of Information and Broadcasting
in resard to the strike at the Government Press has
turned out to be a joke and posed the question whather
blacklegs unskilled in the trade of printing cou!d work
in a place like ths Government Press, which needed
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sldlied and experienced workers: the paper in its front
page lead sald that the whole public sector is ready
to launch a struggle for the sake of their brethren
in the Government Press. According to the Janading
thousands who queued up opposite the Government
Press . following announcement that freshers would
be recruited for employment were baton-charged by
the Police and several were injured. Public Security
Minister, Hua Kuo-Feng, has been appointed acting Prime
Minister of China: observers said that this was a major
surprise as everybody expected senior Vice Premier
Mr. Teng Hsiao Ping, to be appointed to the post:
certain observers however felt that the appointment
of Mr, Hua Kue-Feng who is 1lso one of the Vice Prime
Ministers was only temporary until the Communist
Party of China found a suitable person. Ex-President
of US, Mr. Richard Nixon, and his wife Patricia, will
make a trip to China on February 21, on an invitation
by the Goverment of China.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY J0: According to the
Aththa the employess of the Ceylon Patroleum Cor-
poratlon dacided yesterday not to issue pstroleum
products to any vzhicles b:longing to the Ministry
of Informa‘ion and Broadcasting and to vehicles of the
deprrtments that cam: undar this Ministry: several
‘other trade unlcns in corporations and state departments
wiil soon dec'de to follow the Patroleum Corporation:
these actions were ‘n rerribut’on to the attitude thken
by the Minister of Informa.iop and Broadcasting, Mr.
R. S. Perera, in regard to the str'ka at the Government
Press: accord'ng to the janadina, Mr. Batty Weerakoon,
General Sacratary of the Federation of Libour, told a
meeting in Kiribathgoda yesterday soon every corpor-
ation and Gov:rnment department would indulge in a
boycott campalgn in order to miks the Minister of
Information and Broadeasiing know that he cannot
play the fool with or intimidate the workers.
According to the Daily Naws 2 Government spokesman
has told that the Government will not extend the
deadline set for the workars of the Governmant Press
to return to work. The curfew in the Purtalam district
was lifted yes-erday—CDN. Employees in agency houses
were yesterday askad by the Land R:form Commission
to reapply for continuation of employment before the
20th of this month: such applications have to be sent
to th. LRC—CDN, According to the Daily Mirror 61
per cant of the studants who sat the NCGE in the
English mad'um failed the examination: the percentage
of failures a:e much high in the English medium and
this is attributed to non-availability oi necessary texts.
Officials of the Department of Immigration and Emig-
ration arrested 107 people, all heads of families for
fallure toleave the country under the Sirimz-Shastri
Pact: these arrests were made mainly in the Piantation
sector—LD. CTB has asked for a loan of Rs, 150 million
from the Treasury to import 710 new buses—LD. Mr.
Hector Kobbakaduwa, Minister of Agriculture ard
Lands, decided to allocate all lands less than 50 acres
and acquired by the LRC to landless beasants and to
those who needad building blocks to put up houses:
nearly 450,000 families will benefit under the proposed
scheme—DM. The Franch Communist Party broke away
its connactions with Moscow and announced its' dater-
mination to seck a more liberal life with persopal
freedom. The HNational Emszrgency Committes of
Guatemala announced that the death toll in the recent
earthquake has risen to 12,000. Mr. Kurt Waldhelm
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General Secretary of the United Nations, said that ;

he may not seek a second term for the present post.

he'd by him.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11: The Department of

Inland Revenue has given top priority toinvestigate the
Convertible Rupee Accounts of individuals and thelr

tax returns: according to the Department it has been -

discovered that many CRA holders have lawfully dise
posed of their CRAs Eu

in their returns in order o evade taxation—CDN.
According to the Daily Mirror the International Police

t had not shown the true figures -

has alerted all international airports throughout the

world inc'ud ng the Bandaranaike Internaticnal Airport
at Katunayake that the notorious international terro-
rist Carlos Ramirez Sanchez who is popularly known
as “The Jackal” is preparing for a new strike and to
look for him: “The Jackal” was responsible and master-
minded the attack on the OPEC headquarters in
Vienna. The JCTUO which mct yesterday to decide
on the future ac'icn regarding the strike at the Govern-
ment Press resoived that it would decide tomorrew
on the date of a token strike in sympathy with the.
strikers at the Gevernment Press: JCTUO also decided
to call on the privitc sector member unions toc to
ioin the proposed tok:n sir ke: the JCTUO will decide
on the date of the token strike at a ral'y to be held at
the Hyde Park tomorrow: representatives of SLFP,
LSSP and the CP were present at yesterday's meetirg
of the JCTUO-—ATH. The werkers of the Colombe,
Trincomalce and Galle Harbours of the Port Commission
commenced a striks from yesterday in support of their
demands regarding Cred't Council regulations—ATH.

According to the Daily News Mr. R. S. Percra, Minister -

of Information and Broadcasting, yesterdey had dis-
cussion with a group of employees of the Government
Press and later agreed to re-employ them: according
to Ministry sources this group of employees together
with 200 new recruits will commence work frem today.
The Indo-Sri Lanka Joint Commission which had
discussions lasting two days In New Delhl signed
agreements on a number of bi-lateral undertak ngs—
CDN. According to the Daily Mirror the work'ng of
Cred’t Councils in many government department was
in a mess and the Minister of Finance, Mr. Felix Dias
Bandaranaike, had summoned all Secretaries to Minis-
tries for a discussion to prepare a. plan to effectively
operate these councils. The Tamil United Front will
meet on rhe 23rd of this month to decide on further
actions under the present political atmosphere—VK.
The Insurance Coiperation has dec’ded to pay a bonus
of Rs. I5 for each year of 1972 and 1973 for those who
held life insurance policies—LD. Accerding to the
Dinamina Ministry of Defence and Foreign Affairs has
taken steps to deport nearly 40,000 citizens of Indian
origin under the Sirima-Shastri Pact within the next
few months. Lord Mountbatten will
island tomorrow and he will be guest of the President
Mr. William Gopallawa: he will meet the Prime
Minister, Mre. Sirima Bapdaranaike, too—CDN. The
Dutch Cabinet held a spec’al session to appoint an
independent commission of Inquiry into allegations
that the American Lockhsed Aircraft Corperation
gave Prince Berphard §1.1 million to promote cempany
sales: according to Reuters though the Prince had denied
the charges yet this would create a major pelitical
uproar resulting in the abdication of his wife Queen
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Juliana, [t is feared that the death toll In the Guatemala

earth quake may rise to 50,000 and the Usnited Nations

has resolved to send 75,000 US dollars for the families
of victims,

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 12: According to  the
Daily Mirrcr a wave of strikas threatens the public
sactor organisations: from yesterday employees belong-
ing to the Port Commission in Colombo, Trincomalze
and Gille went on strika over the failure by Credit
Councils to grant relief they had sought to relieve them-
selves of indebtedness: the dispute of Credit Councils
prevail in several other govzrnment departments too:
meanwhile the Minister of Finance, Mr. Felix Dias
Bandaranaike, yesterday instructed the Treasury to
release the full amount of Rs. 8% million allocated to
Credit Councils Department to be distribute? among
thé respective Credit Councils—CDM. Mr. Felix Dias
Bandaranalke, Minister of Finance, yesterday turned
down a requast by public sector trade unions that the
40 per cant ceiling on deductions from their pay packet
should be increased: the Minister has ruled that it
would not be dasirable to exceed the present deduc-
tion limic as this would result in a reduction of
the employees take-home pay—CDN. According to the
Daily News the Government Press has nearly 400 new
persons and started functioning yesterday: the paper
quoted a Government spokesman as saying that the
Press returned to normalcy from yesterday and the
first gazette would be put out on the 20th of this
month. Mr. J. A. K. Perera, President of the Govern-
ment Service Trade Union Federation, in a statement
to the Aththa said that the Cabinet and the Government
has been misreported on the conditlon of the strike
at the Government Press and the Harbour andthis has
led to a stalemate in these strikes—ATH. The Union
of Post and Telecommunications United Front decided
not to dzliver letters and malntain other essentialtele-
communication service to the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting and to departments under this
Ministry—ATH. The Janading in an editorial referring
to the striks at the Government Press sald that this
Wasan idzal opportunity for the work'ng class to teach
a lesson to capitalist pol‘cles of the SLFP-CP Covern-
ment. Speak’'ng a2t a meeting in Peradaniya Mr, H. M.
Navaratne, Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Lands,
and Mr. D. M. Jayaratne, SLFP MP for Gampola, said
that this Government wil' not hold a general election
in 1977 or even after that—LD. An armed gang broke
into the Peoples Bank branch at Wijerama, Nugegoda
esterday noon and got away with cash Rs. 600,000:
ater the Police arrested three suspects and recovered
part of the loot ten miles away from MNugegoda—CDM.
A Commission to investigate charges against Prince
Barnard was set up in Holland s the American Lockheed
payoff seandal drew more reparcussionsin five other
countries. The US Navy has moved a task of five ships
into the Ind'an Oczan according to the US Defence
Department. The Organisation of African Unity (OAU)
yesterday recognised the Angolan Peoples Republic
of the Soviet-backed MPLA as a full member state;
maanwhile troops of the Popular Movement for the
Liberation of Angola (MPLA) appeared to be on the
threshold of victory over the rival nationalist forces.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 13: At the JCTUO ralli/I held
at the Hyde Park yesterday it was decided to hold a
day’s token scrike on the 20th of this month: the strike
was In protest at the steps taken by the Ministry of
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Information and Broadeasting over ‘the strike at ths
Government Press—CDN, According to the Daily Mirror

. the ICTUO decided to bring the publicand “privats

sactors In the strike. According to the fanading tran:-

~ port and hospital workers too will participate In the

strike. Following the announcement by the Ministry
of Shipplng and Tourism thar the demands of the port
workers in regard to the Credit Councils will be met,
the employees In the ports of Colombe, Trincomalee
and Galle returned to work yesterday—ID. The Janading
in_an editorial referred to statements by responsible
MPs of the SLFP regarding the general elections in 1977
and szid this revealed the Government's present position—
ID. According to the Aththa several world nations are
surprised at the delay by the Gevernment of Sri Lanka
to recognise the legal Government of the MPLA
organisation of Angola. According to the Daily Mirror
Mr. Felix Dias Bandaranaike, Minister of Finance, has
advised the Government that the State Distilleries
Corporation and the Gem Corporation which are pre-
sently under his Ministry be brought under the Ministry
of Prantations Industries and the Ministry of Trade
respectively. A massive fraud in the National Savings
Bank using forged bank labels, counterfeit post office
seals has been bared: three people including 2 woman
were arrested by the Police: the withdrawals have been
made by producing identity cards with tampered
serial numbers—CDM. The ALL Ceylon Muslims League
requested the Prime Minister to grant compensation
for Muslim families that have lost property and money
in the recent events in Puttalam and certain  other
areas—VK. Mr. K. B. Ratnayake, Minister of Transport,
inaporder to the CTB wanted extreme caution exercised
when interdicting CTB employees for alleged offences:
the Minister has orderad that interdictions should
be only If It was very sure that the charges preferred
against an employee could be proved and which would
result in dismissal from service, If proved—LD. A US
Subeommittee sald that there was nothing Improper
In  the relationship between Lockheed Aircraft
Corporation and its Swedish Agent, Swedair, or any
of Swedair’s board of directors. Spain’s Interior
Minister. Manuel Fraga, warned Spaniards that guerilla
violence could wreck attempts to reform the autho-
ritarian regime left by General Franco.

L & &

NEW INSURGENCY BUILD-UP?

Addressing a conferciice of Government Agents
in regard to their new powers to reorganise and
operate the co-operative movement, on Tuesday,
February 24, 1976, the Prime Minister, Mrs,
Srimayo Bandarzna'ke, confirmed the Daily Mirror
story of February 16 that police nvest'gations into
the Rs. 6 lzkh bank robbery tag revealed “that it
had a connection with an ultra-lcft insurrection
movement," and that this robbary had been engi-
neered to finance a print'ng press for the move-
ment. She had pointed that there had recently
been a spate of rcbberies, especially in co-operative
socleties which handled large sums of cash, and
she called upon the GAs to exerc'se greatest
vigilance because similar robberles had preceded
the 1971 insurgency.

10



Rural Revoiutiens

BUILDING A VILLAGE HOUSE=49

Motives And
Motivation

By Herbert Keuneman.

I WAS bath interested and touched
to read in Tribuse of January 24
Kumair's regretful but couragecus
manifesto Forewell to Villoge Life
with its d:iliusioned admission,
'my attempt..has been a failure'
and its poignant apology, ‘forgive
a man ..if he hos tried and failed.’

None knows better than | that
there is nothing to forgive; on the
contrary where | too, at &7, feel
myself ‘alone and old® as Kumar
did, | find much to praise ind admire
In one whe—a whole decads older
than am l—yet had the vision and
fortitude to attempt (as, he has
every right to point out, few citi-

fied ‘reform ' have attempted)
to reframe tha: ruincus struc dre
of the Island's majority scc sty
from within. And again, when
Kumar says: ‘| could not become

a villager, it is difficult for a man
of bourgeois stock to intagrate
with the proletariat’ — and this
after he had made far more effort
{eating, dressing and housing him-
salf as avillager) than ever |have
done or have been prepared to
do—l| well understand and sympa-
thize.

Yet | am no* as convincad as
Kumar is that to have succeeded
in becoming a true villager would
have vielded the other success he
was concerned with. The two are
contradictory terms.

PATRONIZING as it may seem
to come right out and actually
say it, to be o villager is to accept
his values and, even, to share his
ignorance (let us use the hard but
honest word) since it is thence
that many of his values spring.
His convictions are those of pre-
judice rather than cerebration, he
leans toward tradition rather than
rationality, he Is deeply self-cen-
tred, Inordinately envious, apd—
though he may deny it and try
to hide it for fear of seeming
*backward’ in the eyes of 2 ‘superior’
whose superlerity he does not
in his heart acknow!edge—supers-
titlous to 2 degree.

The point | am making is that
had Kumar achieved the success

of becoming = veritable villager
{that is to say, beyond the distance
of merely accepting his physical
disabilities as far as which he bravely
went) he wou'd have found himselt
metamorphased from the indivi
duzl whe desired that success
only for the sake of an even greater
ong' ‘to form a nucleus work'ng
for rad'eal change’. Radical change
is the last thing the villagar really
wants, On the othar hand, if Kumar's
nucleus were of the sort that sin-
cerzly pressed for jt they might
indeed move ‘'with the peopls
like fish moving in the. ocean’;
but they would be furccd to azk-

nowledga themselves a  different
spacies of fish.

Believe ma, | am not baing
cheaply cynicalt cynicism would

be a thoroughly unworthy reaction
to idzalism that went to such
lengths; and ! am all for Kumar's
implizd contention that fin a s:ill
predomipant'y rurzl naticn like
Ceylon) it is salutary, it is vital,
that reformers should ba at firse
hand familiar with the majority
by which the refsrms they plannad
would have to b: implemented.
But—frer: 2 total of village residence
not by very much far shert of
Kumar's own: and from | hope
an unbiassed assessment of hise
torical testimony-l| draw  what
segms to me the ineluctable con-
clusion that revolution is not 2
village phenomenon. Te ona "fallure,
or another, therefore, | believe
Kumar had foredoomsd himself.

| res-assert—and in scund'ng so
categorical about it | apologize
only for the obnoxious fact that
ony assertion tends to sound ks
a bad argument, lika a pre-emptive
refusal to argus—that no. viable
revolution, red or green, or blue!
ever sprang from the village. Rebel-
lion (which is only exasperstion
forced beyond ite tolerated piteh)
rzbelilon, vyes. Wat Tyler, ves.
Keppitipola, ves. Revolution (which
is a very dfferent and more deli-
berated, dcliberate and respons ble
thing) no. Cromwe!l was not' a
villager; nor Washingten; nor
Mirabeau. Mot really revolurionary
prime-movers? sometimes a reve-
lution begins as a rebezli'on, and
then for a figurchead ons must
pick a man who released or, better
still controlled, co-ordnatzd and
d rected all that unlesshed power.
So, let us turn to men who cons-
cigusly set out to create = new

soclal order; and never are they

villagers elther. Not Thomas Paine,
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not Marx and Lenin, not Gandhisji,
not Sun Yat Sen nor (1} Mao Tse
Tung, nor Fidel Castto. nor S W.
R, D. Bapdaranaile.

WHEN 1 SAID in the pravious
parzgraph that not even the *blug’
revolutlon had villige roots, that
was no mere gibe. To deduce
from the political affiliations (it
Is more realistic to employ that)
word than the word ‘loyalties’
of the villagers of at all events this
region, | think it can still be safely
said that the majority are as yet
SLFP. It iz undeniable that the
UNP has a material following as
well—an expression, largely,  of
d'scontent with the misunderstand-
ing leading to mismanagement and
misgovernment by ths government
in power; onca $o enthu.iasticall
and  trustingly but naively wg?:
comed by the rural element; a
signal of the exasperation whence
rebell'on springs and therefore
perilous to lightly discount—but
on the whale the reglon is prade-
minantly ‘blue’. Nevertheless just
as it would ba unhisterical ro think
of SLFP socialism as village-zrown
it is up-realistic' and sentimental
to believe that the village is in
love with the SLFP's damocratic-
socialistic ideals' and policies, . It
would be irresponsible and . d.s-
honest in me to pretend that It
did =o.

So much that has nothing to do
with politles—or simple honest-to.
goodness policies—comes into  vil-
lage ‘loyalty’. One is the villager's
intense dislike (based on pride at
least as much as on prudence)
for being on a losing sidz or in a
minority that does not show a
considerable likel'hood of winning
(in the latter case he may reveal
himself 2 consummate gambler).
On the whole, though, he will
seldom risk a présent if as yet
undemonstrated, advantage for a
future equally putative one—not
‘loyalty’, then, but stubbornness;
or, 2t the best, conservatism, pru-
dence—certainly not for a mere
princ'ple. Besides, his characteris-
tic principle is self-advantage. But
perhaps m th's he s l'ttle d fferent
from his city brother?

However, he is d'fferent fram
his brother,-at least in degree,
in the narrowness of his parochi-
alism. The city man has learned
to th'nk in terms of his ‘class’,
if no more; .the villager thinks
at ‘his highest level, in terms of
his village; and, as village life be-

TRIBUNE, February 28, 1976



comes more and mote eroded

by the incursion of npon-village
elements (“foreign’ settlers, the
passing but constantly fretting

traffic of transferable Government
officials, above all by ‘colonists’
poured on in _swamping floods)
in the gradually narrowing terms
of his immediate family and, finally,
himself and self alone. Give him
water for his crops, cheap textiles
and enough spare cash to expect
to build a bangalava and he evil!
declare with the Party that gives,
or plausib'y promises, him them.
He may be aware of world trends,
world economic problems, his
‘own' Party’s professed problems,
but he fesls no responsibility con-
cerning them. Altruism—which s
finally at the bottom of all planned
reform—is a sophisticated sympathy.
No villager would have emulated
Kumar and gone to live in a city
slum to work for the redistribu-
tion of wealth there.

IN OTHER WORDS, no villager
would ever have devised a socialst,
leave alons a communist, economic
system. Let no one point out that
nearly every villager today supports
a socialistic Party; what other
Party is there to support! SLFP,
LSSP, CP, the 'new’ UNP of either
branch, each ir socialist by lip-
service If nothing else. The villager
bglongs to one or the other be-
cause he has to belong somewhere
—~it is unlikely, to say the least,
that there can be several million
Independents—but not becaute he
believes at all in diffuse philan-
thropy: it is simply his hope that
by achieving any sort of singularity
as a party activist he will earn for
himself some advantage not availa-
ble to a rival. The very denial of
equal opportunity to alll the very
rebuttal of the subjection of a
selfish opportunity to mere com-
munity interests! in such respects,
save that the field of concern was
smaller the anc’ent and now ruined
village stood far nearer the genuine
socialist ideal, All that modern
polities has taught its inhab’tant
is to grab what comes while it is
grabable. As Kumar says, it will
take a long time—probably more
than ‘a generation’—to un-teach
him that.

My own ‘motive’ in first coming
to live in a village was not to change
the villager—=zither by teaching or
un-teaching him—but to observe
him (for he seemed to me as other
and as colourful as a bird; yet |
hops this will not be interpreted
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as patronizing of me, for it was
not, it was sheer faseination with"

an unfamiliar subject) and, when
opporiunity occurred, to offer him

what service was within my ability. _

! stated at the very beginning of
this series that {z) | came here to
write a book—never written, as
| then explained—cn Ceylon Drums
and Drummers; and (b) to try to
mediate to the viliager, if | could,
by the tested kindliness of friends
more influcntially placed than me,
the many benefits to which he was
theoretically entitled but which
| already knew enough of the village
to be aware he could not practi-
cably appropriate without disin-
terested help: because, as | stated,
my wife and | felt the social ferment
of the late 1950s and wished to
be part of it but were put off by
its ill-mannered Colembo effects!

We learned a great deal f(and
perhaps repaid a little) but above
all we learned to love the village
‘warts and all’} and that wis why
| came ‘home’ to it lonely in 1972,
| have not, |think, this time cither,
tried to change my friends any
more than one normally tries to
change someone one loves but
disagrees with: and no more than
the first time have | tried to change
myself into an imitation villager
but in one particular: sclvency,

The particular was pertly dic-
tated by circumstances; and partly
by my personal psychology: but
partly—considerably—by a del'ber-
ate decision. | came to the village
now to find a place in It (where
previously |had come—! thought—
to fill a place in it) and | must esta-
blish my identity with it in some
way. It seemed that this was as
deep a way as | could reach; for
you will agree there is something
sacramental—more so than in a
shared benefit—in a shared priva-
tion. Since then | have lived on a
village scale of income, though
| have reserved the right to expend
that income to suit my own prio-
rities: to adopt village priorities
unconvinced would have been deli-
berate hypocerisy. | am no more
than so much a villager.

BUT | AM LEARNING. Still. And
I still love the village and still try
to repay it a little in the only way
| now can (now that most of my
friends who are not entrapped
in the expadiences of politics
are superannuated and retired) by
trying to demonstrate in these
articles the shortfall between what
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Sri. Lanka's people are pramised
and what The System allows them,
in practice, to obtain.

Maybe the Government is cyni-
cally aware that it can promise so
much and pretend to the governed
and tha world at large that Its
praemises are sterling only because
it knows for sure that the voter
can actuall(z realize so little. Maybe,
in any Government? bankruptcy
is averted only by the fact that its
guard-dogs mak: a run on the
bank impossible? Maybe that is the
art of government! Maybe if only
we could have it, we should—what-
ever the Government—never have
had it so gond?

But every Goverpment is so
preoccupied w'th-digging Itself into
power- that actual governing -be-
comes 2 slde issue. Kumar's solu-
tion, thst 'There should be only
cne party—a people’s party', it
seems to me would bs doomed
like any other to ‘failure’ so long
as one interpreted failure as the
opposite of success. Failure is not
inability to succeed but refusal
to try. Which party hes succeeded,
in 8,000 years of human attempts
at government! Besides, who are.
‘the pecple'l the presen. villager
myopic and blinkered? A mere
majority, however vast, Is not
‘the people.”

And, too, we have threc times
since Independence had 2 single-
party government {one UNP and
two SLFP) in the sense that each
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Tolstey

had an Irresistible majority in the
governing authority ..without suc-
cass. Opposition is not the less
opposed because it is allowed no
party name. And If opposition—
as such—were to be proscribed
the result would bs dictatorship;
and even a People's Dictatorship
would be no better than its indi-
viduai agents.

Maybe, although we now talk
exclusively of ‘masses’ and ‘revolu-
tion’, personol’ ‘conversion’—revo-
lution on the mini-scale—is as yet
a highly relevant though neglected
concept?
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KAZI—42

In The
Elahera Region
« BY ANATORY BUKOBA

December 21,

The second kazi | wrote wa®
on Elahera, and ir was not my
wish to let so much time 1ty by
without another jaunt there.
Sunday, and with a festive mass
twenty minutes late at an obscure
church still further on, it was ele-
ven when | got back, and twe
o'clock when | set off. With a
two-rupee ride, and another, and
then yet another, with a last bus
from there, | was ready to eall
off my visit if | could not make it,
and to go elsewhere. At Dambulla
a man recognised me and called
my name, and with the entreaties
of a woman tried to get me to call
off my trip for that night and to
go to his digs. | stayed the course
and won, for there was a last bus
at Naula and some time to go till
it came. Here as in other places,
it was the danger of making the
trip that was urged on me to dis-
courage me. | just fell asleep there,
as | wrote that last word, and 1|
feel better for the small nap, but
| must close my eyes a bit.

Here and | writing in another
place. | had some distance to go,
and after catching the last bus,
I had still to make sure | got off
at the right place. My luck held,
and a man knew where | was going,
and he got off at the same spot,
A boutique lay well off the road,
and | recognized it as the place

i3

where relations of the person
| had named stayed, if they were
not actually his family. The first
person who woke up took: a little
convincing about my <credeptials,
but who should just then pass by,
late as the hour was, but the man who
had showed me the place where
| had wanted to go on my first
visit ever to the area. It had been
a stormy night then. and he re-
cognized me now although | was
a little distance from the road.
The bouiique people knew the
voice, and then a second voice
inslde recognized mine. They took
me across the canal, the owner
of the first voice carrying my bag,
and the owner of the second voice
holding my torch and giving me a
hand. It was a rickety bridge, some
small single saplings end to end,
and thea most precarious of hand-
rails, a single one.

We passed- house after house,
the path slippery, and arrived,
| was greeted all right, but with
some perturbation. One of the
problems was accommodation. The
morning revealed the problems.
There was a single room with fine
furniture, and a glass book-case
with fine book:, the entire top
shelf English, the bottom Sinhalese,
All these pieces of furniture, with
a heavy tin trunk, had been carrled
across the precarious bridge. |
heard later that many bags of
manure were still carried zcross It.
There was a tiny corner of a veran-
dah, and also opening from this ap
open second room with a double
bed that took up almost the
ent re space, and certainly the
entire length. The brother and |
slept in this room, the man, his
wife and child on the flodr in the
other room, just as they always
did. We always spoke English,
the two senior men, but | spoke
Sinhalese with the wife and the
brother as they were not at
ease in English. Most of my time
there was spent reading a book
from that small library, Tolstoy's
Resurrection, which, of course, 1
could not hope to finish. It had
been published in. Moscow, the
translator 2n English girl, | think,
The English of the translation was
fine but Tolstoy excelled in des-
cribing the most commonplace of
human sltuations: and the not
so common. The story, a very
human one, was every bit 25 good,
and no word, was read but you
wanted to read on. At no time was
there a strain reading, which speaks
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well for both author and trans-
lator. It was strange that | should
have fo go to the Elzhera region,
an agriculeural  colony, to read
mzr flrse Tolstoy.

olstoy in this story did net
miss a single detail of a human
situation, and yet he did not have
to rely on any banalitles, as most
authors seem to have to do, bapa-
lities such as useless description
cf the weather, when they did
not rerlly apply. It had taken my
friend four days of continuous
reading to read the book, and he
judged it would take me as long.
| had only a day ard a haif. Ha and
his wife had a dog which was quite
out of the world they lived in,
and although dogs usually do not
scare monkeys, they thought that
this one did. Their plantation did
not look extensive, but it meant
much to them. Their maln pre-
occupation at this time were their
paddy field which was o .t of sight.
They would have sown paddy that
first day | was there, but they found
it had not germinated properly,
and that they would have to start
again with a fresh lot of paddy.

| kept to the house that first
day, as | did not wish to risk the
bridge on a rainy day. | did net
even go to the bridge as the path
was slippery, Just as | was going
to wash a shirt, it rained again,
but | got in a bath down by the
canal. This eanal is very full all the
time, and a rise in the water level
usually means flooding. Ten months
ago in Kazi | wondered how it was
oing to hold Mahawell water.

had thought at that time the
banks would be raised. MNow |
heard that the capal would be
deepened, and to do this the water
already in the canal would have
to be diverted, so that it would
continue in its river bed. | moved
to a house back across the canal.

LETTERS

The Tribune welcomes letters
from readers. Short letters have
a better chance of being pub-
lished. All letters are subject
to condensation for space rea-
sons. Anonymous letters will
not be considered for publica-
tion.. Writers may request that
their letters be signed only
with initlals or a pseudonym
but preference will be given
to those fully signed and bearing
the writer's complete addrese.
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My friend visitad ma thare and

took ms for a walk. His cousin,
& smail black lad, came along to
fetch in the buffaloes. | chaffed

him for not diving into that canal,
but the small lad theugh hes was,
he swam strongly across it. He
disappeared and cama back later
with the buffaloes. His cousin had
asked me if | would like to see him
ride the buffaloes back across the
deep canal, as was his won., and
we waited for this. Just as wg ba-
gan to mova off he appeared. He
had not found them easily. He
slipped into the water after the
buffaloes, and on the way back
he rods one and then ancther,
and even a cilf. His cousin said
that the buffiloes were helpless
against him doing this In deep
water, but that they would have
shakzn him off had he trled this
on land.

There was a route through the
jungle five miles to Dambulla,
but very few could use this or
knew it. The ordipary way was
some th'rty-five miles or less round
by the rocad, and that meant by
bus, with a change at Naula. In my
earlier Kazi | wrote how | walkad
threa miles towards WWahacotte
fram Naula at night to save twenty-
three miles rounu by road and
bus, with three changes, sometimes
involving hours of waiting, and
yet our people would rather do
this than walk.

The new family spent all
that day 1 was with them in the
paddy fi:ld. Manioc was brought
to them at“eleven, and rice and
curry at ona. They knocked off
at four. It rained, but they paid
no attention to ‘t. One lad was
bare-bodied, and they all wore
sarongs. Their movements were un-
hurried and yet they got a lot
done. They had 2 hand-tractor
halping tham. For the most part
it workasd, but once or twice it
would not, and after a long time
they would succeed in getting it
going again. The brother of that
friend | mentioned earller was
w'th them, and he was a2 mechanie,
who was sometimes called out for
jobs great distances away, and so
would stay a week, and of course
he was a cousin.

There were three connected
families hera, the lads tall and
slim, the families prolific, and

thers was work for them all. |
met 2 lad from my cwn village.
He knew me although ! _did not
know him. My friend had des-
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cribed Elahara as the most successful
Agricultural schame in Ceylon. One
young lad had lest Rs. 3000/-. sto-
ien. The boutiques at Elahera
town were really expensive, Ceylon-
wise.
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THE FUTURE

Our Plundered Planet

—how much longer can

man survive ?
by Sir Kingsley Dunphum

SIR KINGSLEY DUNHAM,
FRS, FGS, the author, is the
newly  elected  President
of the British Association
for the Advancement of
Sciance. He has been Pro-
fessor of Geolugy, Uaiver-
sity of Durham, President
of Britain's Institute of

Mining  and Meatallurgy
and Honorary Fzllow of
the Geological Society of
America.
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CAN THE HUMAN RACE
survive for much lonzer? Probably
not, you might think, beciuse
somz day in the dim and d'stant
furure the world will come to an
end. You might even thnk that
this 'sn't our problem, because it
probab'y wo.'t happen in our |ife-
time, Yet you would be wrong,
baciuse the preblem of man's sur-
vival is much more urg nt than
most pzcple realse. Many emi-
nent scentists, indeed. are won-
der'ng not whether the human
race can survive forever, but it
cou'd possibly continus to exist..
for just the next few hundred
years!

And ithe chances are that we
cannot. For man’s ultimate end
may not come from a blinding,
world-shattering explosion, or
crawling tad o activity, as the re-
sult of a nuclear war, but will
probably be something much less
speciacular,

If man’s days are numbered it iz
entirely h's own fault. If there wes
anyone left to write a history bock,
the cause of the end of the humzn
race could be summed up as the
result of greed, thoughtlessness
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Can Man Survive F

apd carelessnoss, Nothing grander
than that,

WHAT 15 HAPPENING is that
man—gallop'ng ever faster after the
shadowy figure of progress—is
using up at an alarming rate, all
the natural resources that are
essential to Industrial civil'sation
and to the survival of the human
raca in its present numbers. It has
been taken for grented for too long
that the world’s patural resources,
so generously provided, will always
be there. Well, the unpleasant, but
unavoidabie, truth is they won't.

COAL, a universal source of power,
heat and energy, took billions
of years to form. In the space of
about 100 years, man has becen
using it as if there ‘s no tomorrow.
As a rasult, it now locks as if there
probably won't be a tomorrow.
In about two or threz centuries
there will simply be no more
coal left,

OIL creates an even more serious
situation. laformed estimates reckon
the world's sources will be com-
pletely used up by 1995, There
may bz hitherto undiscovered
sourcss of oil that will enable us to
scrateh along for another 20 or so
years, but not for much lenger
than that.

Some people, with blind faith in
the miracles of technology, say
something will turn up, that some-
one is bound to think of some-
th'ng. Yet, if you examine rhe alter-
natives, the situation is far from
bright.

NUCLEAR ENERGY, for instance.
This fuel force producss masses
of radic-aciive waste that remains
aciive and letha! for 30,000 years.
I+ can bz stored and kept ‘safe’
in concrete boxzs—there is one in
the middle of the Navada desert,
in Amezrica=but no onz knows
wha would happan if a sudden
earthquake, or tremor cracked ong
of these ‘safe’ boxes. If we were to
use nusclear energy on 2 massive
scala, thare would bz hundreds
and thousands of such boxes all at
tha mercy of the elements.

HYDROFPOWER—the use of
water, an energy - giving source—
and geothermal energy, using the
heat from the Earth’s Iaterior—
naicher of these would seem likaly
to provids a long-term solution.
The problem with the former s
how to control it, with the latter,
how to extract it
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Letters

SOLAR RADIATION—using  the
heat generated by the sun—also
has problems. No one has yet dis-
covered a way of collecting 2nd
~ harnessing it.

IT IS POSSIBLE that one of these
could provida a universal source of
energy, but research is at such a
stege that it is unl kely that a prac-
tical solution will be found ‘n time.

There is a secondary problem,
too. According to some cafcula-
tions, development of energy sour-
ces sufficient to allow us to enjoy
the high standard of 1'ving we have
become used to, would raise the
whale temperature of the atmos-
phere and seas to a dangerous
fevel. In other words, the world
would become just too hot to live
in.

In fact, that may happen any-

. -~ .

way. Some Swedish scientists have
already suggested that—as a result
of intensive, prolonged, combus-
tion of fossil futls like ccal and
oil—thers will ba an increase of
I8 per cent carbon dioxide in the
uppar atmosphere by the year
2000. This will produce a ‘green-
house' effect on the Earth's sur-
face, and make the world botter
and stickier.

It is not only non-renewuble re-
sources—ones like coal, that once
used, are gone forever—that are
providing problems for man's sur-
vival, The situation with renswa-
bl= resources—the products of
agriculture and forestry—is just zs
serious, The population is increas-
ing all the time. By the year 2000,
it is predicted that the Earth's
population will have doubled, to
top the six billion mark. With im-
proved medical facilities, 2 drop
in the infant mortality rate and
fewer world famines 2znd wars,
there are more and more pecpls
in the world. And more mouths to
feed, too.

INTENSIVE CONCENTRATION on
vital focd sources such as cereals
has been tried. High quality grain
was grown in a recant experiment
in India called the 'Green Revolu-
tizn'. The experiment was a success
but it was discovered that this did
not solve the food shortage prob-
lam. Far more pecple who were
fed, the more there were to feed

Also, scientists are worried
about the effects on the plant
community in concentrating on
ons particular form of plant life.
Thay are discovering that it upsets
znd disturbs the natural balance
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of plant life, but it is too soon to
say what the results might ba.

5o what is bzing done! It would
seem not enough. In Britain, the
Natural  Environment  Research
Council had a budret of 2 mere £20
million for 1973-74 compared wich
the total figure for government
expenditure of £166 thousand mil-
lion. This means that merely one
tenth of one per cent of the natio-
nal income is being spent on find-
ing the vital answers to these dis-
turbing questions.

1 boleve that a lot more could
be done in the fi_ld of research. A
ractical, short-term solution might
e to curb the worldwide boom in
industrial ocutput. Wealthler na-
tlons could fzce the prospect of
rationing te allow the less affluent
countries a fair share of all avai-
lable raw materials.

Mo one knows for cartain if cur
supplies, and tha human race, are
going to an end, but scme of us
think we ought to try to find out
before it is too late. Seme people
say we're doomed, some say an
answer will be found through
technology. For goodness’ sake, let
us find out just who is right.

If you bel eve, as | do, that the
great resources with which man
has been endowed—practical in-
tellectual and moral—have by no
means been daveloped to the fully
there remains sol'd grounds for
hope. But we must have accurate

better contribution, in tha great
task before us, of bullding 2 great

nation, we should become mors
work-minded.
I beg to suggest, that we will

have ten to twelve additional working
days, every year, if we had Saturday
as a working day, in the weeks when
Full Moon Poya fell on any of the
working days, Monday to Friday.
Rev. Dr. James S. Mather

Colombo 4,
10.2.76

Sir,

Some of our leaders describe
this country as a poor one. This
is not true. This country is rich;
unfortunately it is inhabited by
poor spirited people. If we became
instead the spirited peoor, we'd
become again the granary of the
East.

Effarts are baing made to elimi-
nate the beggars from the streets
of Colombo. Wea must note that
vast numbsars of our children stay-
ing close to the Tourist Hotels
any place in Sri Lanka have all be-
come beggars and any Tourist
will tell you that if he gets to know
any native of this country, low
class, middle class or no class, they
all uniformly asked for radio sets,
wristlet watches, foreign liquor ete,

The beggars on the streets
usually have some physical handi-
cap—the rest of us beggars?

Bryan de Kretser

informarion as well as the time gy

i i Prichiipura,
et 10.2.76
LETTERS - LE
R W is very infrequently that | get
& wOrk 1 Aid 8 Tlade presents. The other day, of all
Sir things, | got a present of a box

in 2 developing country, like
ours, the citizens should be herd-
work ng with true patriotism But
re more holiday-minded, than
3 us for work, as our Calender
makes on2 fo guess.
Leck at the hol'days we have
this year.

In lapuaay and May, we have
four days in succession as holidays,
Jan, 15-18 and May 13-16. Bacides,
we have four week-ends, when our
holidays are three days in succes-
sion Mar. 13:15, April 16-18, Jan,
11-13, Oect. 22.24: and Dec. 46.
On the top of these, in April we
have holiday for five days in suce-
esison, 10-14.

To, improve our economy, and
to be able to work more, and make
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of chocolates manufactured by one
of the well-known confactioners
of England. As chocolates go, it
veas goodand attraccively precenred
in keeping with the Food and Drug
Act of the country of origin. It
refletes the lega! care taken by
that country to enture that its citi-
zens get good, unadulterated whole-
some and pure food as advertised

or claimed to be by the manu
facturer.
What was interesting in the

chocolates was not that kind of
claim but what ingredicnts went
to the cooking of the chocolates.
Each piece was of 2 different shupe
very elegantly wrappad and each
plece had its own taste. The Ingre-
dients that went Into each piece
came from  several countries:
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Vanilla from Tahiti, strawbarry
from England, aimonds from Maj-
orca, Otto of Roses from North
Africa, Cocoa beans from West
Africa, molasses from West Indies,
fresh oranges from the Mediterra-
nian, brown sugar from the Carri-
bbean, hazel nuts from Turkey,
coffee from Ethicpia, fresh milk
from Irish dairies. Producs from all
these countries went to mzke a
pound of chocolate which every
chi'd relishes. But what an effort
to produce such a commen place
sweet we were used to in this
country. This is the quality of life
a free and democratic country
guarantees its citizen., Looking at
the catalogue of countries from
where the chocolate makers pro-
cured their ingredients, thers
seemed to be no trad'ng restric-
tions or import controls even in
the case of non-essentials like
cheeolates.

But the import pattern represented
by the ingredients in the - chocolate
seemed to have been designed to
help those countries to sell their pro-
duce to maintain their economy and
thereby the development of those
countries as distant as Tahiti and
as close as lezland. This is the kind
of free trade that can bring pros-
perity to a country and not aid in
money and kind. But what a develop-
ing country produces at a redsonad-
ble price and markets them as is
done in this single box of chocolate.
If this could be pushed ghead than
aid and gift bowls, free trade may
go a long way in dsveloping the aid
receiving countries.

Marketing by the aid giving
countries of goods produced by
the recsipient countries are much
more Important to build up pros-
perity than the gifts or aid. A
soc'o-economic system that can get
over trade barriers to maintain
a quality of life reflected in that
simple box of chocolate is what
we should aim at—frea trade and
free enterprise and not a police
state where reams of paper have
to be filled up before one can gat
half an ounce of maldve fish;
a nzcessary Ingredient in the sam-
bo! the average man needs to eat
his bread or rics and at a price he
can afford. But polticians think there.
is glamour in hardships in “exis-

tence” to achieve socialism.
R. Kahawita
Colombo 7.
- 30ch January 1976,
& @
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NOT SO UGLY AMERICAN —3

Rev. John Bicknell

by R. C. Thavarajah
Retd. Supdt. of Police

“Look at them, Mr. E" he said.
"I know these boys. They come
from respertable homes. | am cer-
tain they will not do anything to
disgrace their parents and our
School. ! think you are making
a mistake” he added after giving
the suspects that ‘sciagraphic'look.
Guilt weighed heavily on them
and the suspects looked down.
There were no thefis of chicken
after that,

His profound knowledge of the
Arts and Science. his scintillating
wit and savoir-faire were of rare
distinction. At an Alumni dinner
of the Colombo Branch, the word
weiry ipvitees had shown signs
of restlessness st the post-prandiaj
speeches possessing neither wit
nor brevity which laboricusly and
aipfully had strayed into the late
ours of the night. The Toast Mas-
ter finally rote and, with some-
what pompous Seriousness, annc-
unced that the Principal of laffna
College would give his address.
Not entirely out of consideration
for the almost somnolent listenars,
he got up and, with a sang-froid
so usual of him, said “Those of
you who wish to correspend with
me may send their letters to the
following "address:—"

“*Rey. john Bicknell,

Jaffna College,

Vaddukoddai™
and sat down with accustomed
aplomb. He was not only resorting
to the ‘‘conceit arising from the
use of two words that agree in
sound but differ in the sense.”
In that unrivalled style of impromptu
reply—'"'the touchstone of the man
of wit”, he was politely but naively
teaching the simple lesson that
‘Brevicy is the soul of wit" and
also saying, “Good night, it Is
rather late.”

TO THE TRUE CHRISTIAN that
he was, Charity was more vibrant
than—to guote frem the Gospe!
according to St.Paul—the “empty
sounding brass or a tinkiing cymbal”,
The renahy for non-payment of
schoo! fees was dis-allowance to
the class reoms. To a noble and

.enlightened mind such as his, It
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Joffna College

. was irreligious and unethical:in the

extreme to deny the Intelligent
but indigent students the Lamp of
Learning. Being aware that the
majority of the parents were far-
mers who depended sclely on the
seasonal rafns to “swell their graln”,
he was quick to understand their
difficulties.

He did not confine himself to
the ‘Ivory towers’ of his office and
bungalow. It was not an unfamiliar
sight to see the great man walking
long distances to the humble hoemes
of the poor students, These visits
often resulted in financial conces-
slons being given to students irres-
pective of whether they were
Christians or Hindus. How true
to F. W. Robertson's concept of a
Christian: “The Christiap life is
NOT merely knowing or hearing
BUT doing the Will of CHRIST".

THE - GREAT PACIFIST that he
was, when the Armistice was decs
lared after the cessation .ot hosti-
lities in 1918, he held the ‘arge
multitude that gathered at™the
Police Grounds (The present Jaffna
Stadium) spell-bound with his fort-
rizht and brilliant speech where
he most trenchantly deprecated
the stark futility J War—‘Rash,
frultless war, described by Thom-
son as “‘Splendid Murder”, He is
reported to have posea the question
which of the two—Man was going
to choose— “Globel fraternity or
Global GRAVE YARD™. :

The devoted perfectionist that
he was, he believed in what Harold
Laski, one of the builders of the
British Sociali:t Movement said:
“Men must learn to subordinate
their self-interest to the commen
welfare”. He practised this dictum
by spending his holiday in Kodai-
kana', a holiday resort for American
Missionaries in Scuth india, using
most of the time studying the
Tamil language so that he could
deliver his sermon at the S.LU.C
Church at Vaddukoddai in Tamil,

If | may quote from Shakespeare’s
Julius Ceaser:

“Hare was a MAN, when comes

such another?

HE NEVER MISSED a soccer cr a
cricket match the School played
and found tima even to be present
in- the evenings when the teams
practised. He stressed the impor«
tance of participating in games to
help the young students to build
character, physical  fitness and
requisites such as endurance, leader-
ship and keen, healthy ‘rivalry. |
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Bickne!!

'-ramember that,. .on. the morning
~of the crlcket match with St.
Patrick's College, laffna="the Battle
of the Golds of the North' as it is
termed now—he read out Sir
Henry  Nawbolt’s  Invigorating
poem ent'tled “Vitia Lampadei”:—

““The sand of the desert is sodden

RED,

Red with the wreck of a sguare

that breke;

The Gatling's jammed and the

Colonel dead,

And the Regiment blind with dust

and smoke.

The River of D=ath has brimmed

its banks

And England's fame and honour

a name;

But the voice of a school boy rallies

the ranks:

Play up, Play up, and Play the Game.

The verse he laid particular
emphasic was one whicll was most
appropriatei—

“There' o breathless hush in the

close tonight,

Ten to make and the match to win;

A bumping pitch aad a blinding light,

An hour to play and the last man in.

And it's not for the saoke of the

ribboned coat

Or the seifish hope of a season’s

fame;

But his Captain’s hond on his

shoulder smote:

“Play Up, Play Up! and Play

the Game.”

His final exhortation was “‘Re-
membsar, the match is not over
till the last over Is over and the
last ba'l is bowled.” By this he did
not mean the literal sense of the
physical act of drawing the “stumps”.
The message was the compelling
urge to strive, be strong in will
and not to yield to the last. How
prophstic his words were!! The
next evening saw our team strugg-
ling against a massive first innings
lead. The Last man, Ariyanayagam,
held his end up whilst the late
Thomas Abraham patiently scored
a century with a match ending in
a draw.

I KNEW HIM when | was only
a boy. | cannot, therefore, write
of his contribution teo Education
in the North. Some of us for various
reasons ‘“fell by the wayside”.
We did not reach scholastic heights.
What the Great Teacher bequea-
thed to us and which has Imprinted
an indelible impression .In our
minds was that priceless gift of
undaunted adulthcod—some of the
‘things which Rudyard Kipling en-
unclatad in his immortal poem
“IF*, such s, to "“to meet with
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_- TRIUMPH. and DISASTER and treat
those two IMPOSTERS |ust the
same,"”

REV. JIOHN BICKNELL is no more.
In the crowned height of his glory
after the Scheoo! had celebrated
his Golden Jubilee, Death laid ‘its
icy hand' rudely and sudden'y
to snuff out that bright Flame which
was indeed ‘The LIGHT OF LIFE,
the College motto. It was a dismzl
morning when he lay in state in
the Hall where we used to thear
him speak with such clarity of
diction and thought—now serene
and silent in that undisturbed
Peace of eternal Rest.

At the moment of my writing
this, that is forty years after his
demise, how devoutly | wish he
werealive today. My earnest prayer
most ardently express a2 hope that
there will be tﬁe resurgence of
the indomitable spirit of Rev. J.B.
everywhere. They will then say
that the Great Mentor had not
lived and worked in vsin. My
thoughte seem to find solace, in
some way, in the words of Sarah
Teasdale in her elcquently simple
poem entitled “FLAME AND SHA-
DOW.":—

“‘These tawny beaches will know

much of me;

I shall come back, as Constant

and as Changeful

As the UNDYING, many-coloured

seq.

If life was small, if it has made

me scornful,

Forgive me—, | shail straighten

like @ FLAME

In the Great Calm of Deoth. And,

if you want me 4

Stand on the seaward dunes and

call my NAME.”

In the sembre silence that des-
cended like a depressing pall, rhe
funeral orations especizlly that of
Rev. Father Timeothy F. LONG,
0O.M.l.,, M.A.(Cantab), D.Litt, D.D.,
Rector Emeritus of St. P .trick’s
College, Jaffna, a towering and domi-
nant Doyen of Education in the
North at that time and a particular
friend of Rev. 1.B. had ended.

Somehow, | seem tostill hear the
conc'uding words of Mr. HANDY
PERINPANAYAGAM, Tutor, ‘Par
Excellence’ of English in our School
and who later functioned as Head
of Kokuvil Hindu College, quoting
from the Holy Bible and echoing
the resounding TRUTH:— “THERE
WAS A MAN SENT FROM GOD
WHOSE NAME WAS JOHN.”

{Concluded)

SHORT STORY

- The Pickle

by T. M. G, Samat

LIVING in a tenement garden and
living in one of those M C flats
have much besides the difference
of ciimbing up and climbing down
concrete steps. No back compeund
for your junk for flat dwellers,
plenty of unusual acoustics for
those used tc tenement living.,

In this case for instance the strin-
dent shout of the acharu hawker
assailed from below. 'Loony Miris.,
acharu’ ‘Loony Miris’, a significant
pause, perhaps to stress the lack
of these two commodities these
days and then the mess, ‘dchary’

‘Loony Miris. .acharu, .The shout
reverberated.

Sumana framed in the window
of her flat could see by the help
of the street lamp how fast the
hawker’s business was moving.
Turning to Jamer in his comfortable
easy chair, not to mention the
blessings of a childless marriage she
said “l wonder how much he would
want for a portion of that acharu™.

“lam dog tired after all day
turning out those bolts and nuts
at the workshop. Just leave me
in peace.”

Too late James realised he had
spoken with indiscretion.

“Tell me when you were not
tired” she snapped.

He would have been spared
this and what was to follow had
he not failed in the b'd for a ground
floor flat. Though there was no
one from an upper floor to throw
rubbish into your garden, she
deliberately d'd not want to recog-
nise the hygienic virtue of living
on an upper floor and also the fact
they were childless and not eligi-
ble for a ground floor.

All the time she whined and
insinuated he was a useless fellow
because he did not get a ground
floor.

“l do the cooking, the washing,
the cleaning, the marketing and
the 101 things, ploddng up and
down all day, the flight of steps.
And you are the only one tired..”

At th's outburst James uncros-
sed his legs and crossed them again
and sank deeper into the easy
chair.

Sumana strided into their reoms-
the only one—and In less time
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than it takes to tell sha cams out
wrzpped up In 2 red sares, she
was out at once of the flat glower-
Ing at lamss.

But that was final with James.
‘Loony Miris' or no, he went to
sleep in the easy chair with the
even'ng paper.

HOURS AFTER, two Police Cons-
tables on night patrol observed
high up electric lghts blaz'ng in
a flat. They looked at thelr wrist
watches and then at each other.
1.30 2.m. |t was very odd.®lt was
sertainly a case for inve.tigation,

The guardians of the law went
up the flght of stzps. They found
the front door of lames' flat
wide open and there was Jamss
fast asleep in the easy chair with
the eévening paper, and not another
living thing.

A good part of an hour of search
in the flat and quest’oning foll owed.
The policesmen found nothing to
suspect but did not fail to point
out Jamss had been neg''gent to
keep the front door open and fall-
ing asleep |'ke that, with the resule
overworked guardians of the law
had to unnacessarily climb the
flight of steps and see such temp-
tation to night burglars.

After the admonition, Jamas was

instructed to shut the door ‘and
switch off lights and further ins-
tructed to veport next Morning
at the Police Station whether he
suspacted foul play.
THE POLICE LEFT. The rest of
the night was not only “Sumanaless’’
but a “slecpless” one for lJames.
Oh she would be with reiatives
or friends in that Dematagoda Tena-
ment garden. Lulled by the thought
he tried to find peace in sleep but
sleep would not come.

Tea-less, brezkfastless still Suma-
naless, Jamas went neXt morning
to the Police Station where he
was advised to lodge a formal com-
plaint about the missing wife.
After another firesome day =dded
with the worriss about “Sumpana-
less” he returned to the Flats
and found it without Sumana yet
but any number to sympathise
with him, “Anney munz Upra da
yak da may" (What a crime) They
sald.

There were all sorts of enqui-
rizs and theories. Many had read
the Hue and Cry at the Pent House
boards of the Police and, already
in some quarters were plotting to

get his flat.
At the end of a fortnight he
ecould not stand it any more

and left the flat forever.
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THEN YEARS had elapsed turn-
Ing out bolts -and nuts. Quite-
suddanly James bangad Into his
missing wife at a Pettah crossing
all dolled up wrapped in an ex-
pansive saree.

“S:ill buying Loonu Mirls Acharu
ara youl"

“VWhether | am, or not, Is not
your concsrn now, Shut up and
' she said.

“I am the keep of the Acharu
man. Hz will give you a kick if
| tall him."

“After stealing your wife who
had gone to buy Acharu®.

“He will give you another kick
if 1 tell him that",

“And beside that” she continued
“vou will get a thundering slap",

“Hari Wadday !  (Fine how
do you dc.) Well never mind.
It is some Acharu you have got.
My ship sails today'.

“QOh your ship sails”. She laughed
harshly at the mental picture of
any ship that would have James,
as she started to move away.

Suddenly he called her hesis-
tantly when she was some way
off. “There was something | meant
to ask you Sumana. How much
was 2 portion of that ‘Loonu Miris..
Acharul..icv... )

AMECDOTAGE

DANDUGAMA

— building the old bridge —
by J. L. M. Obeysekera

‘DANDUGAMA OYA'. Thn River
flaws. out of Artanagalu Oya and
Pattala Gedera Oya which form a
confluence at Attanagalia. It flows
through 2 number of prosperous
villages and falls into the Negombo
Lagoon. This stream unlike slow
meandering streams like Maha Oya
and Malwatu Oya is a fast flowing
one deeper than even the rivers
like Mahaweli and the Kelanl. It is
infested with crocodiles which
oftan lie In wait for human prey.
The old bridge which is now being
raplacad by a new one lies half
way between Ja-Elz and Sceduwa.
The old bridge had been cons-
tructed about one hundred years
ago. Pricr to the old bridge there
had been a ferry. So the juncticn
now in the vicinity came to be
termed as ‘Dandugam Totupola.
(Then Ceylon being a British
Colony, Ceylon came vnder the rule
of British Geverners) Thus the
corstruction of the old Bridge
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The Achcharu Man

cama under the supervision of
European ‘Englneers. Most of the
labourars wera engaged locally,

Wijelis Zoysa who was a resi-
dent of Dandugama first joined the
work site of Dandugama Bridga
as a labourer. As he was a hard
worker he earned his promotion
as a Kangany {a Lobour Supsrvisor).
Wijzlis Zoys2, being a well-built
young man could easily control
labour. Moreover he knaw china-
footing and could easily “tackle
any man in che labour gang. The
Europzan Engineer in charge of
the site liked him. Though Wijelis
Zoysa was keen on his work at
the bzginning he began to shirk
his responsibilities later. This lethar-
gle attituds was due to his falling
in love with one beauty in the
gang. The Engineer noticed the
differenc-.

One day Wijeils Zoysa come
late te the work site and the Engi-
neer took him to task, He came
with the whip in hand for in the
past Eurcpeans used to whip labou-
rers ana other menial workers.
Wijelis, 2 proud man, could not
stand thz ‘“cheek” of the white
man. S when the first lash  fell
across his faca he played the hat
trick on the Engineer. He put' his
silk handkerchief on to the face
of the white man and gave a hard
kick. When this unaxpected blow
deposited on his 2bdomen. the
Engineer rolled down along the
river Bank. A shout from the gang
and an angry painful cry from the .
European Master raised 2 hue and
cry over the work site. The labou-
rers came out with al! sorts
of weapons in hand but Wijells
Zoysa showed a clean pair of heals.
Even today pzcple around the old
bridge remember this story as if
it had happened yestsrday. Todey
Wilelis Zoysa is nt more but few
of his friends still survive. Siill,
wher the new bridge is being
constructed this old story is relatad
among the residents of the village
of Dandugama.

The ferry at Dandugam
is not without its romantic
dot=s. The Young beauty wio
lived during the time of the cons-
apaction of the earlier bridge too is
still remembered. She was known
as Charleshamy of Dandugam Totu-
pola. She was a good swimmer
who used to swim often across this
deep and crocodile infested stream.
With other young women she
used to visit the paddy flelds on
the other side of the Oya and

Oya
anec
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Dandugama

brought rush plants for weaving
mats. Closed to the ferry and also
her hut there lived a shrewd blind
man named Robert. He was
nick-named as Roba  Kapa (blind
Rcba). Being something of a vill-
age rowdy, people in the area
were a litcle scared of him. Robert
used to drink every evening after
his rounds. He often listened to
Charleshamy's seepada recited dur-
ing her boat trips along the stream.
When he was fully intoxicated he
was talkative and had made some
uncalled for remarks about the
beauty of the ferry, CHARLESHAMY.
Other village girls had gossiped
about the affair and Charleshamy
also had got the wird of Robert's
amorous attitude. She however
awaited an opportunity to teach
this man a good !essson. One even-
ing when she had just returned
to the ferry by boat and& when the
other village mnidens too were
present Robert came fully drunk
to the ferry. He began to praise
her melodious Seepadg and made
cert2in remarks.  Charleshamy
jumped at the semi-blind man just
in the manner of »n enraged Lio-
ness, took him by the hin and
flung him into the rushing stream.
Everybody present was petrified.
The garru'ous Robert began to
grapple with the rushes in the
stream. A pitifu! sight it was.
Charleshamy looked at the poor
“blind"” lover ard at once jumped
intc the river and saved him again.
Amidst loud shouts and hooting
she ran home sobbing and was
not seen for days. Her boat trips
came to an end. Later her parents
gave her in marriage to a rich
mudalali and she did not have to
weave mats to eks out a living.

Sudu Aiya is still living by the
Bridge. He had besn a clever
swimmer. He is also an inveter-
ate gambler. No police party could
easily raid his gambling booth
under the Bakmee Tree on the
Bank of the stream. One day a
Police Inspector jumped into the
stream to arrest Suduwa who had
already dived in the cool waters
of the stream. Everybody who
watched the scene szemed to be-
lieve that the clever officer would
arrest the inveterate gambler.
Sudu Aiya dived and the inspector
too dived. In an instant the police
Officer emerged with a plercing
yell. He had been bitten by a croco-
dile. A huge scar still remains on
his thigh but Sudu Aiya escapesd
without harm.

19

Today the new Bridge has re-
placed the old one and the new
road is like a Great High Way
built by the Ancient Remans.

REMEMBERING

Agatha Christie

by Jayantha Somasundaram

SOME FAMILIES are brought up
on Shakespeare, others on Dickens,
still others on Byron. Our family
had the good fortune to be brought
up on Agatha Christie. We have
read her for generations and have
given her pride of place in our
library. Intellectual snovs would
take this as a display of mundane
taste. But | for one had an unblush-
ing Love affair with Agatha Christie
ever since | picked up Mrs. McGintys
Dead twelve years ago. Since then
I have made my way through
something l'ke eighty of her books
And | am more convinced than.
ever before that she is the Queen
of Crime.

Agatha Christie began writing
detective fiction soon after the
First World War. The Mysterious
Affair at Styles saw the birth of
her most famous character Hercule
Poirot. From then until her death
last month—a period of fifty-six
years—Agatha Christie never put
down her pen. With an energy
and an imagination that defies
description she turned out story
after story, novel after novel and play
after play. But the faster she wrote,
the more rapidly did her demanding
readership devour her works.

Hercule Poirot is the best loved
detective of fiction. The man who
solved a case merely by resorting
to “order and method” while the
poor Police were baffled no end.
The conceited little Belgian would
inevitably be accompanied by  his
side-kick Capt. Hastings, who
chronicled his adventures much
like Dr. Watson. While he was
fond of Hastings, Poirot never
credited him with much intelli-
gence. As Tommy Beresford one
of Agatha Christie's later charac-
ters put it, “once the idiot friend
always the id'ot.”” When the villian
in The Big Four tried to kill the
two of them Poirot exclaimed
“but for my quick eyes, the eyes
of a cat, Hercule Poirot might
now be crushed out of existence—
a terrible calamity for the world.
And you, too, mon ami—though
that would not be such a national
catastrophe.”

Poirot was so un-English. He
wore patent leather shoes, drank
chocolate instead of beer, grew
vegetable marrows instead of roses
and got sea sick on the cross-
Channel ferry.

Agatha Christie’s adorable Jane
Marple was on the other hand
every bit of the English country
spinster. She solved her crimes
by using analogies which she drew
from her own village St. Mary
Mead and the characters there.
The moral bzing: human behaviour
is the same everywhere if you dis-
count the superficial trappings.

Agatha Christie, somewhat like
Jane Austen, restricted her stage
to one that had a limited social
boundary. Invariably the crime would
take place in a closed arena consisting
of a country family with butlers, foot-
men, litchen maids—the works.

Agatha Christie dispensed poison
ad lib. There would be arsenic
in the tea, cyanide in the cham-
pagne an strychchine in the cough
mixture. Motives and opportunity
were also freely available. But
there would be few who could
guess the identity of the murderer
unti! Poirot would dramatically
reveal him in the last chapter.

In additicn to the novels, Agatha
Christie’s plays have become box-

office hits. The best known are
Mousetrap and Witness  for the
Prosecution. Many of her books

have now been made into films,
beginning with 4.50 from Padding-
ton screened as Murder She Said.

Agatha Christie had a com-
mendable habit of lacing her crime
thrillers with humour and romance.
Woven into most stories would be
the sub-plot, a love affair. And
sentimental old fuddy duddies like
us went for them as we did for
the suspense.

Azatha Christie travelled 2 lot
in the M'ddle East on expeditions
with her husband, an archaeologist,
She knew enough about ancient
Egypt to set one of her stories
in a Nile settlement 4,000 years
ago. In this book she shows that
human passions were just the same
in ancient Egypt as in St. Mary
Mead. And life has ope common
factor. Thus sha titled this book
Death Comes as the End. :

For Agatha Christie however,
and for the characters she created,
death is far from being the end.
Though her pen is still, Agatha
Christie lives on in the hearts of
her worldwide fan club—her cha-
racters also live on in the pages of
her books, a legacy of crime fiction.
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Confidentially

Schools Textbooks
Muddle

IS IT NOT A FACT that in the
excitement stemming from the
No-Confidence Motion against Mr.
Felix R. Dias Bandaranaike and
the Tokan Strike of February 20
there has been a terdency to for-
get the crying scandal about the
school textbooks fiasco? That it
will ba remembered that during
the latter part of 1975 the public
was inundated with a cpate of
official press releases and SLBC
announcements (hundreds of them)
that the Educational Publications
Department would have all necessary
school textbooks availab'e to stu-
dents before the “end of the year”?
That the “end of the year” meant
1975, and not 1976 or 19771 That
with these assurances students and
thelr parents believed that they
would have no problem about text-
boolks for the school year beginn-
ing in January 1976? That the reali-
ties about school textbooks are
far d'fferent from the promises

(solemn official promises) made?
That even today, nearly eight
weeks after have the schools

have re-openad for 1976, hundreds
of thousands of students have been
left stranded without the requisite
texcbooks? That there is no know-
irg as to how 'ong they will be
compelled to attend school in this
handicapped manner? That at a
historic. press conference, the
Minister of Information and Broad-
casting, Mr. R. S. Perera, had re-
vezled that many of the textbooks
had not been (even) printed because
the manuscripts had not been yet
made ready for printing? That it
has been made clear that students
were being penalised for the in-
efficiency of tha bureaucracy which
had taken over the entire burden
of primary, secondary and univer-
sity education? That it is well to
remember that this mess of school
textbook: has gone from bad to
worse ever since the Educational
Publications Department and the
public sector took over the printing
and  publishing of textbocks?
That it will also be remembered
that there was an outcry (now in
retrospect it seems an inspired
outery) against the private trade
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which earlier ‘had a monopo'y of
the schools textbooks' business?
That it was said rhat huge profits
were being made by private capi-
talistic interests? That these in-
terests were putting out shoddyand
low quality books because they
did not want to pay authors a fair
price for their efforts? That in this
hue and cry against the private
sector a halo was cast over the
public sector enterprise as consti-
tuting a saviour from the rapacity
of private trade! That the experience
of parents and students i. that
ever since the public secter took
over the textbooks’ publication
business, rhere was been a phenc-
menal increase ir the price of text-
books far in excess of the known
increases in the price of paper
and other printing materials? That
the overheads of the Educational
Publicztions Department and other
“official” expenses incurred in this
business have pushed up the costs
beyond 2!l reasonable limits? That
one of the main reasons which has
besn put forward to ‘“‘natio-
nalise” the school textbooks
trade was that it was necessary
to offer students (and their hard-
pressed parents) cheaper (but
better qualiiy) textbook:?! That it
is yet doubiful whether the quality
of the new textbooks are any
better than ir the pa-t, but there
is not the slightest doubr that
the prices are three and four times
higher—far higher, as we have
menticned, than warranted by the
actual increase in costs?

IS IT NOT A FACT that parents
and the public are much beholden
to Mr. R. 5. Perera for having laid
bare one of the root causes for
this chaotic situation in his state-
ment at a Press Conference on
Japuary 25, 1976? That after this
there has been complete silence
on the part of the Educational
Publications Department which
had indulged in a great deal of self-
propagandising right through 19757
That the Minister of Education
took the easy way out by appoint-
ing a Committee of Inquiry to
produce a report within a month
about the textbooks Scandal? That
the month is now very nearly over
and it is to be hoped that the
Report would lay bare the bureau-
cratic inefficiency responsible for
the mess and not seek to whitewash
a so-far fayoured branch of official-
dom? Thag Minister R. S. Perera’s
statement had made it abundantly
clear that both the Government
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Burediicratism

Press and the State Printing  Cor-
poration were in no way to blame
for this monstrous mess? That the
muddle in the textbooks was essen-
tially that of the Department of
Educational Publications? That it
is known that the Department
of Educational Publicztions is ridd-
led with conflicting vested interests
of a bureaucratic nature? (That
the public sector was asked to
take over toc end private vested
interests but in reality worse ves-
ted interests have been created)!
That it is a fact that there are high-
ups in the Educational Publications
hlerarchy who are vitally interested
In working for other organisations
in Sri Lanka and abroad? That many
offic’als are keen about pushing
their own translations and publi-
cat’ons than in their official respon-
sibil'ties of providing textbooks
for school children? That the Gov-
ernment should take note of the
fact that a training course in Book
Production held at the foreign-
firanced Sri Lanka Foundation,
under the auspices of the Asiap
Culiure Centre for UNESCO, sited
in Tokyo, was conducted by officials
of the Educational Publ'catiens De-
partment! That it is a joke among
the knowledgeable in town that
officiais who h~d made a mess of
publications should have conduc
ted training courses in publications?
That it will be surprising if these
trainees will derive any benefits
from courses conducted by officials
whose inefficiency and bureay-
cratism have become univercally
known in Sri Lanka? That the ques-
tion being asked is how much the
officials of the Educational Publica-
tions Department, who participated
in this training course, were paid
by the sponsors? That, apart from
this, parents and teachers (and
students) have already become
aware of the shortcomings of the
textbooks already published by the
Educational Publications Depart-
ment? That many of these books
seem to be out of touch with
modern developments as far as
language, vocabulary and style were
concerned? That one of the big-
gest rackets which the Com-
mittee of Inquiry “might” stumble
on is about the racket about “select-
ing” authors at the whims
and fancies of the officials of the
Department? That there will be
much more to be said once the

Report of the Committee of
Inquiry is published?
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for the housewife
who wants to beat

the cost of living

LAKMAL

Bar Soap

NEWLITLE

Washing Soap

—High Quality Soap At

Reasonable Prices—

Ruwan Sons Industries,

49, St. Mary's Road,
Mt Lavinia.
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