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PROFITEERS

Within a few hours of the Anglo-French attack on
Egypt, the blackmarketeers of Ceylon declared war on
the people of this country. This totally unjustified and

undoubtedly
ers by
decent
thing

aggressive onslaught on innocent consum-
local profiteers must be resisted by all sane and
sections of the population just as much as every-
must be done to mobilise world opinion against

the avaricious bankers of Tory Britain who want to con-

tinue making the unconscio
in the past from their invest
of gunboats and machine g

The Government of Ceylon must
be congratulated not only for
throwing its weight against the
rapacious acts of Anthony Eden
but also for promulgating measures
to check profiteers in this country.
Even though we live in a society in
which the profit motive is the basis
of all incentive, it has been found
that profit cin (anl must) be
regulated in such a way hat its
worst evils are checked, In a
socialist society, however, the
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nable profits they have done
ments abroad with the help
uns.

profits of industrial and agricul-
tural undertakings are generally
applied for the benefit of the com-
munity at large, but in the capital-
ist society in which we live the
least that can be done is to controt
prices (and thereby profit) to
prevent vermin called profiteers and
blackmarketeers from inflicii g
unnccessary hardship and suffering
on their fellow beings.

Local War

Britain and France started
warlike operations against Egypt
on Thursday November 1. Within
a matter of hours the lo.al war by
the profiteers on tke consumers had
also staifed. Oa Saturday Novem-
ber 2 the price of a pourd of
potato in Colombo had jumped
from 75 cts to 90 a pound. Sugar
which had fetched 60 cts a lb
was unavailable on Sunday, Novem-
ber 3 even at Rs 1. Similarly, milk
foods, cigarettes, butter, cheese,
onions, dhals and practically all
other comsumer goods became
duging = théoweek -end.
Froom 'zl inquires we have becn
able to make there were sufficient
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stocks with the wholesalers and
retailers to meet several months
needs, but the “scarcity” arose
because these gentlemen, dreaming
of the fantastic profits made during
the last war, pushed all their stocks
underground in the hope thatin
a few weeks time the normal prices
of these commodities would have
trebled or quadrupled.

The Government has done well

to promulgate laws to establish

controlled maximum prices and at

the same time threaten action.

.against profiteers and hoarders.
It is our view that the punishment

which Parliament must impose for

these crimes should be specially

heavy. Even the least grievous

act of profiteering or ' hoarding

should entail a gaol sentence

because monetary fines is no deter-

rent. A repetition of the offence by

a Irader should be visited with a

concellation of the licence to trade,

It is particularly necessary to see

that the owner of a shop should be

. penalised if an employee is convicted
of profiteering. 1he right to trade

may in the first instance be suspend=

continued on page 410
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| FILM
BHOWANI JUNCTION

Ava Gardner, Stenart Grainger
English at the MAJESTIC

According to the previews this is
a filmisation — whatever that may
mean — of a novel by that name.
Not having read the book I am un-
able to express any opinion on the
point. But frcm all accounts there
were several deviations. This is an
old Hollywood trick of getting a best
seller and so dressing it up, dressing
it down and generally so undress-
ing it tbat the authoris quite un-
able to recognise the book he wrote,
nor the reader the book he read.
But evidently that is not the point
at all. What is important is the
title. Given that, you can depend
on Hollywood to cook up some-
thing faintly redolent of the origi-
nal idea and dish it up with all the
familiar sugar and spice to gladden
the hearts of box offices all over
over the world.

Here we have the American \é€is-
jon of the problems of the Anglo-
Saxons and the Anglo-Indians
in the new Indian renaissance and
a peculiar species affectionately re-
ferred toeby the Anglo Saxons as
the Wogs. This word, 1 sbould
imagine, is completely offensive to
Indian ears, and in these days, in
the worst possible taste. But
then, this is an American film.
Nevertheless I am surprised the
censors did nothing about it.

However, Victoria Jones, an
Anglo Indian girl, is quite sure that
she is or should be on the side of
the Indians. But she is afraid that
the Indians may not be sure of
this as she is. She thinks sheis a
displaced person in the set up.
However, she puts a bold face on
it and tries to adapt herself in spite
of the remonstrances of her Anglo
Indian fiance who is convinced that
the, other half is the better balf.
She goes to the extent of marching
up the midcle temple with an emas-
cu'ated sikh who is *“honourably in
love with her” ( a phrase which in-
cidentally caused a general ritter )
But the strain is too much and she
rushes back apologetically to the
arms of Stvart Grainger leaving the
Sikh to his own houvourable fate,
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Grainger indulges in many of the
pious platitudes about racial re-
lationship in the course of the film,
but Hollywood can be depended to
gloss over the problems and the
complexities of such relationships
raise, in deference, 1 suppose to the
squeamishness. in these matters of
American and English audiences.
The void has somehow got to be
filled to last two hours. And so we
have to get spectacle and more
spectacle. We have a train wreck,
civil strife and an insight into the
technique of non-violence which
evidently can be cured by a resort
to slop pails. ( The local police I
I hope will take a hint the next

time a group of people will sit down -

and refuse to budge ). We see those
horrible communists who, as far I
could make out wanted not only the
British to quit India but the indian
as well. The dialogue of the film
was for the most part drowned in
the cacophony of coolics and com-
munists. And as for acting, there
wasn’t much of that either. 1 can
remember nothirg thatl can re-
member this film by. It was filmed
in Pakistan but as faras I could

gee there was nothing that could
not have been “‘shoi” back in the
studios in California. But I sup-
pose the thing called authentic
background go a long way in build-
ing up the film's publicity. The
whole point is that as long as you

get two big names together and

throw in the authentic background
preferably in some remote part of
the forgotton empire, people will
still flock to see the film and raze
about it. Put Humphery Bogart
and Marylyn Munoroe together
somewhere in the East and call it
Maradana Junction. it willundoubt-
edly be acclaimed as a film of the
year and be overwhelmed with Os-
cars. It is the names that couut.

Ava Gardner makes a very beauti-
ful Anglo Indian. I must confess
th t I went to see her first and
Bhowani Junction afterwards. And
i wasn’t disappointed. She changes
clothes several times, from frocks
o uniforms and even drapes a saree
in the mananer born.

But plus cacha-nge plus c’est la
memsahib.
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MIDDLE EAST

EDEN'S INVESTMENTS

This month’s war moves against
Egypt were dirccted by a London
banker who is also an African mine
owner. He is no mystery man,
however. He can be seen 1n the
House of Commons almost any
day. For he is the Rt. I:Ion. An-
thony Eden, the Queens Prime
Minister.

Eden has much in common with
his friend and rival, John Foster
Dulles. Each has a dgep personal
interest in the profits of imperjal-

< ism. Bach has a deadly fear that the
example set by Egypt in nationaliz-
jng the Suez Canal Co. may spread.
For each is a banker and colonial
mine lord. And each is a the Num-
ber One man in a Cabinet of mil-
lionaires. In Britain it's not a“Cadi-
llac Cabinet.”” However it might be
called the “Rolls Royce Cabinet™
instead.

Eden, like Dulles, was a director of
companies with assets of more than
a billion dollars altogethef, before
he took office. He had to drop
these directorates when he entered
the cabinet. He didn’t have to
drop his stock holglings, however.
Nor give up his desire for maximum
profits on his colonial investments.

The Prime Minister’s firms include
the Rio Tinto (copper mining) Co.,
which net millions from semi-slave
African labor.

This company used to get its
copper from Spain. But its biggest
winnings have come from the cop-
per mines of Northern Rhodesia in
the last decade. And, year by year,
director Eden heard his company
chairman (The Earl of Bessborough)
report tbat African copper was
boosting dividends higher and
higher. These maximum profits are
based on wages of a few shillings a
day. And the exploited African
workers have to enter Eden’s mines
or go to prison. They are jailed if
they refuse to dig copper to pay
the colonial head tax.

This African mine land was stolen
by British adventurers more than
60 years ago. An agent of Cecil
Rhodes, the ‘“Empire Builder,”
tricked Lobangula, the Matabalee
chief, into putting bis mark on a
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By Art Shields

document, which he couldn’t read.
And the brave Matabalee warriors
were mowed down by machine guns
when they resisted the s'eal.

Edén’s Rip Tinto has to share these
Rhodesian profits with the I. P.
Morgan banking interests of Wall
Street, however, For Rio Tinto’s
investments are in the big Rhokana
and N’changa mines, in . which
Americans have a major interest.

Eden has to split his mining
profits with the Americans in the
Belgian Congo as well. These
Congo dividends come from cop-
per, and from uranium—the atom
bomb fuel, For Rio Tinto invested
some of its surplus profits in a
British holding company that has
a big interest in the Belgian Con-
g0’s mining monopoly. This British
holding company is called *“The
Tanganyika Concession.”
much of its stock is owned by
Morgan and Rockefeller interests.

Bank

The Prime Minister’s most pow-
erful corporation, however, is the
giant Wesiminister Bank in the old

/ity of London. This bank i3 oné

of the Empire’s “Big Seven.” Iis

And

This article was written be-
fore the present Midle East
crisis, but it lays bare some of
the hidden motives behind
Eden’s action in recklessly
launching the attack on Egypt.

finances vast British enterprises in
India, Burma, Australia, New
Zealand and the Middle East. And
its ditectors sit on the boards of
far-flung oil and mining companies
and shipping corporationss
And the bank’s investments pay
off richly.

““We have been able to maintain.
the dividend rate at 18 percent,”
said lord Aldenham, the Westminis-
ter chairman, in his annual report
to stockholders [ast January.

Much of Eden’s banking profits
come from the war industries, which
Westminister finances. The bank’s
ties with these Merchants of Death
are especially close. One of West-
minister’s chief ©  directors  (Sir
Ronald Weeks) is the chairman of
the Board of Viker’s, Ltd. This is a
giant holding company for war and
electrical industries. And its pro-
fits have zoomed during the war
scares that Eden has fanned in
recent years.

Another Westminister bank di=
rector (Sir Walter Benton Jones)
is chairman of the board of the
United Steel Co. This giant firm

continued on page 404
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Middle East
continued from page 403

which was nationalized by the
Labor Party was returned to its
privaté owners afier Eden got in.
Andjsteel profits have zoomed with
the Eden war maneuvvers.

Nationalization has special terrors
for one of Eden’s banking directors.
This is the millionaire club man,
Frederic Evelyn Harmer, This
gentleman is a director of the
Anglo-Iranjan (now the Briish
- Petroleum) Co. And he can never
forget the day when Premier
Mossadegh. moved into the comn.-
‘pany’s offices in Abadan and the
British moved out.

This: was the oil men’s saddest
day in Empire history. It is true
that Harmer got back part of the
property when Mossadegh’s Cabi-
net members were shot during the
oil men’s counter-revolution.........
The Americans grabbed the rest.
...... But his troubles aren’'t over.
For he fears the Egyptian aciion
on Suez may encourage Iran to
control those oil fields again.

Meanwhile Eden’s pretext fors

military action against Egypt is
shown up as poppycock. Edcn was
going to seize ihe canal to ‘protect
British shipping.”” But British
shipping. is baving no .trouble at
Suez, as the Westminister bankers
know. Director Harmer's oil,car-
goes are passing through the long
ditch. So6 are the ships of the
New Zealand Shipping Co., which
Harmer controls. And so are the
vessels of other big shipping firms
~such as the great P. & O. Line—
in which Westminister directors are
interested.

Eden’s real purpose in Egypt has
nothing to do with the safety of
shipping. His real purpose is;

1. To protect the Britsh share-
holders in the Suez Canal Co. at
the risk of war;

2. To protect British invest.
ments in Africa and Asja from
nationalization, and—

3. To protect his personal
wealth.
As to Suez: The record shows

that Eden is closely linked to the
Suez Canal Co. by his financial

associates.

One of those links is Sir Alex-
ander Cadogan, the British bank-

1]

ef and diplomat who sat for years
on the lush Canal board.

Americans remember director
Cadogan well. For he led the Brit-
ish delegation at the United Nations
through several cold war years.
But Eden knows him much better.

For the two men were directors of
the big Phoenjx Assurance Co, of
London.

Eden was a director of fhis enor-
mous insurance company before he
entered the cabinet. And Cadogan
still sits on the board of this Em-
pire firm, which has hundreds of
millions of Pounds Sterling invest-
ed in British, Canada, Africa and
Asia,

The nationalization of the Suez
Canal Co. was a bitter blow to
the London bankers and the Rolls
Royce Cabinet members and their
fellow shareholders among the
“Two Hundred Families” of
France. For the canal shares weie
among the best *“blue chips” on
the London Stock Exchange and
the Paris Bourse.

The rate of profits on this
Egyptian waterway weire fabulous
indeed: The sharcholders’ ney

A SWADESHI PRODUCT

amounted to about one-third of all
the toll money, after all expenses
and taxes were pad, according to
“Barron’s Financial Weekly.”” And

this annual net of 29 to 30 million
dollars and more cannot be
replacéd by the shrinking British
and French empires.

But the canal was stolen goods
from the beginning.

FOR

WESTCLOX

WORLD R:NOWNED

E
E
%
E
:

SLEEPME i ER

(PLAIN)

THE YERSATILE, ANYWHERE IN THE
HOUSE ALARM )

LR LMD LARAY CORALY LARAY CORAY LR LR RS

GOOD TIME - GOOD LOOKS - GOOD VALUE! %

For a gift within your means §

Smartly _designed, superbly
finished, strong bell alarm,
attractive tinted dial with
raised rumerals and coloured
hards to match case,
4,3/8 high, 4,3/4” dial.
Available in
Ivory with gold colour bezel
and trim. Green, blue, pink,
gunmetal with chrome bezel
and trim.
Stocked by all reputea
Clock Dealers.

DISTRIBUTORS

RAJANDRAMS LTD.

MAHARAJA BUILDING
Bankshall St., COLOMBO,

WESTCLOX REPAIR SERVICB

CARAT CORAY CLORY DCIHRAY CORAY G-

TRIBUN &



HISTORY

By A Special Correspondent

- ANCIENT SUEZ

At a time when the Suez Canal
has loomed as a point of inter-
national conflict, it may be of in-
terest to students of history to go
back to its earlier history which is
ro¥ghly 4,000 years old. The pre-
cursor of tne present Svez Canal,
its cunception and fulfilment and
how it has always influenced the
life and history of the entire people
of Egypt, will be interesting to
¢Xamine,

Geography of Suez

Unlike Panama, the entire con-
figuration of the ground at Suez
with its low levels and marine pene-
trations, and sti)l more the signs of
previous inundations, seemed like
an invitation from nature,

According to an old legend re-
ported by Herodotus, the Egyptian
priests belfeved that at one time the
Red Sea and the Mediterranean
‘were connected. Numerous scienti-
fic observations, such as the mixed
marire fauna at Kabret south of
the Little Bitter Lake, and sea shells
from Suez on the Moquattan Hills
at Cairo, certainly confirm the exis-
lence at an early period of a gulf
and a salt water strait over all of
what is now the delta and the jisth-
musl

The procéss by which it was
transformed must have gtarted
when the most easterly or Pelusian
branch of the Nile began to fill in
the strait with its sediment. At the
same time a rising of the earth’s
cruct brought the Mediterranean
Sea floor to the surface, and also
steadily dried up the extreme east-
erly channel of the Nile which to-
day is quite dry.

The formation of the isthmus
must have remained long incom-
plete, for during the time of the
Ancient Egyptians the Red Ses
penetrated as far as the present
Bitter Lakes by way of a gulf thirty
miles long. This guif was ii| defined,
being traversed by shallows and
liable to tidal invasions, In the end
a sand bar grew up and cut off the
Bitter Lakes, Yet, even in 1860,

Linent Bey observed that at Spring °

tides the sea penetrated some fen
miles inland.
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Building of the ancient canal

The ancient Egyptians were re-
markably well equipped to carry
out great public works and as they
were particularly expert at building
canals, it Was only natural that they
should have concerned themselves
with the linking of the Nile and the
Red Sea. Nature herself seemed to
suggest it, and after all it only
meant building one more canal.
From inscriptions and the accounts
' travellers, we
know that this task was achieved,
and we can still see traces of the
old earth works.

Death of 120,000 labourers °

Several facts stand out as pro-
bable from a mass of conjecture.
According to a Greek legend the
canal must have been begun as
earlyas the Middle Empijre most
likely under the 12th dynasty bet-
ween 2000 and 1800 B C. It was
undoubtedly in existence at the time
of the 19th — dynasty between
1350 and 1200 B.C. Its course be-
gan on the Nile at Bubastis (near
the modern Zagazig) and ended at
the Great Bitter Lake which at"that
period was still part of the Gulf of
Suez when the Great Biiter Lake

from

Battery Depariment
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The Battery

everybody is

Quickshaws L¢d,

A SPECIAL CORRES- ’
PONDEN!" has .delved into
a  number of books on the
Fistory of Suez and has pro-
vided our readers with a back-
ground that is informative as
well s revealing. Long he-
Jore the Anglo French engin-
eers thought of the Suez, an-
cient Egyptians had operated
the Canal as a working pro-
position.

was more or lesscut off from the
Sea by aridge of sand that had
filled up.

Necho, a Pharoah of the 26th
dynasty (609-593 B.C.), tried to
carry the canal on as far as the Red
Sea, but 120,000 labourers died at
their work without finishing it.

Completion of the Canal

Darius the Persian King (521 —
486 B,C.) took up the task and this
time it was completed. Neverthe«
less it was Ptolemy Philadelphus
(285-246 BC ) who really gave it
its final form. It ran from the Nile
to Arsinoe, the site of the present
town of Suez, where a lock or
‘diaphragm’ held the waters in
check.

Inscriptions recording the digging
of a canal from the Nile to the Red
Sea were found on fragments of

continued on page 4C6
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Ancient Suez

continued from page 405

town images of the King Darius
found at Suez. (Reference to this
was made by Mr. T. Devendra in
a note in the columns of the Ceylon
Daily News not so long ago.)

Pestruction

The last of the Ptolemys neglect-
ed the capal, but the Emperor
Trajan (A.D.98-117) re-established
it. Fromthen on it was called
Trajan’s River just as it had pre-
viously been called Ptolemy’s River.
Once more it was neglected, but
under Constantine and Justinian
there was a last period of activity
before it finally fell into disvse at
the end of the Byzantine period in
the regin of Heraclitus.

1t was not destroyed, however,
for during the Arab regime Amr,
who was governing Egyptin the
name of the Caliph Omar, recon-
ditioned it in A.D. 642 with very
little trouble. He even wished to
open up direct communications bet-
ween the two seas, but the Caliph
refused, fearing to provide a route
for the Infidels. In the end the
canal was blocked up by the Abas-
side Caliph, Aben-Jafar-al-Mansour
in order to cut off Mecca and

Medina, which were then in revolt. »

Perhaps he also wishedgto injure
the ,Isthmus route, and so favour
the overland road which led by the
north to the Gulf of Persia.

However, the section from the
Nile to the Bitter Lakes was in use
for a long time, until sand event
vally drifted over the entire struc-
ture, thus bringing about the actual
death of the canal, aftef having
lived for a thousand years or moie.
It was destined to wait another
1,100 years to be reopenctd by
Ferdinand de Lesseps.

Accounts of contemporary travellers

Many contemporary travellers
have described as it existed under
the Ptolemys and the Romans.
Herodotus who visited Egypt about
460 B.C., some half ceptury after
Darius had completed the work
says, that the canal was wide enough
to allow two triremes to pass abreast
and that it took 4 days to make the
journey. ‘Itis filled with water that,
coming from the Nile, enters the
canal above Budastis, a town on
the Pelusiac branch of the Nile.
This town was the capital of Egypt
under the 22nd dynasty.’
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Diodorus, who travelled about
about 60 B.C. at the time of Ptole~
my Dionysus, left the following des-
cription. ‘A man-made canal stret-
ches from rhe Pelusiac branch of
the Nile as far as the Arabian Gulf
of the Red Sea. Necho, the son of
Psammetichus, was the first to
undert: ke it; Darius 1he Persian
continued the work but did not
complete the work, for he was told
that if he cut through the isthmus
he would inundate Egypt. It was
proved to him that the Red Sea
was at a higher elevation than the
ground Jevel of the Delta at the
Gime. ‘This legend seems 1O die

*hard. Ptolemy was the last to ry

his hand atit, and at the most
favourable point he had a very
artistic and practical lock gate con=
structed. It could be opened when
one wished to sail through, and
closed again immediately after-
wards.’ -

About A.D. 40 Strabo said that‘the
canal was 100 cubits wide and deep
enough to admit the largest boats.’

Pliny the Elder, who was to meet
his death in the eruption of Vesuvius
in A.D. 79, tells us that the canal,
as excavated by Ptolemy, was 100
feet wide, 40 feet deep and 37,500
paces in lengih as far as the Bitter
Iakes. He adds that the Egyptian
rulers had not continued the work
farther for fear or floods, for it had
been fiscovered that the level of the
Red Sea was three cubits above the
ground level of Egypt. Others, how-
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ever, did not attribute the inter-
ruption of the work to this danger,
but rather to the fear of the sea
water running nito the Nile, which
was their only source of drinking
water.

Lucian, who lived in Egypt in the
second century, tells of a young
man who, after having embarked at
Alexandria, sailed up the Nile and
on as far as Chysma (Arsinoe), on
the Red Sea,

From all these descriptions Wwe
gather that it was a fresh water
canal fed by the Nile and function-
ing only at high water.
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During the past week, following
Anglo - French action against Egypt,
world opinion voiced its condem-
nation unmistakably against this
other Hitler—Sir Anthony Eden
and his Conservative Government,

Never since the world uproar
against Hitlerite aggression has
there !een witnessed such univer-
sal furore, not only in the count-
ries of the East, not only among
the countries of the West, but even
at Eden’s very doorstep, by the
m'llions of Britishers 'whom he
claims to lead. °

And a revolt is thus brewing in
the very bastion of democracy!

Protest

Opinion in Ceylon crystallised
equally fast asin other countries.
Where onc: we would have been
content to dance to the tune piped
by the Imperialist masters, now,
apparently we are not content with
merely voicing our condemnation
of Imperialist actions, but have even
resorted to “violence” to protest
against the use of violence by the
Anglo - French powers that be,

The Executive Committee of the
all - Ceylon Harbour and Dock
Workers Union, passed two resolu-
tions asking the . overnment not to
provide facilities for British and
French ships in any port in any
Ceylon. The resolutions read:
“This Union condemns the actions
of the British and the French in
their action against Egypt and call
upon the government not to allow
any warships of these two nations
to enter any port in Ceylon. The
Union calls upon all members not
to help provide any facilities to
any warships of the French or the
English that may call at any port
in Ceylon.”

The Opposition group in the
House of Representatives on Sat-
urday last unanimously resolved
to urge the government to demand
from the British government the
withdrawal of forces in Ceylon as a
measure of material support to
the Egyptian people in the defence
of their country against Anglo-
French aggression.
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The group also decided to ask
the Prime Minister to summon an
emergency meeting to consider the
resolution as well as to voice Cey-
lon’s cgndemnation of the Anglo-
French action in Egypt.

The resolution demanding- the
withdrawal of British forcesin Cey-
loa also seeks to denyany facili-
ties in Ceylon to British and French
ships and aircraft carrying troops
armament, and supplies until the
cessation of hostilities in Egypt.

The group asked for a two day
debate to conmsider the resolution
of the group and also to discuss
arrangements to insure the availabi-
lity of adequate supplies of essen-
tial foodstuffs and measures to
arrest profiteering.

At the time of going to Press, we
Jearn that the Opposition request
for an emergency session has been
definitely ruled out by the Prime
Minister. The Prime Minister who
had discussions with his Ministers
feels 'that no emergency meeting
was necessary as all arrangements
had been made,

Two questions

We would like to ask the Prime
Minister two ‘questions, now that
those question will not be raised
in Parljament?

What, pray, are the arrangements
that have been taken to demand
from the British government, -the
withdrawal of British forces from
Ceylon?

What, pray, are the arrangements
taken to seal our bases at Trinco-
mallee and Katunayake?

And one question from the Mi-
nister of Agricalture and Food.

What are the arrangements taken
to ensure the supply of our foods-
tuffs from foreign countries ? Ra-
tioning and price control is all well
and good, but how long can we
stretch three months supply of
foodstuffs ( as claimed by the
Minijster ) and only one months
supply ( as stated by his Permanent
Secretary in a Press interview) ?

The Opposition asked for a de-
bate on matters of national and
international  importance., The

EACTIONS

Prime Minister has thought fit not
to consult them, leavz alone not
taking them into his confidence.

On Tuesday a mammoth meeting
organised by the Lanka Kamkaru
Bala Mandalaya, the Asian Friends
Congress and the Lanka Prog-
rassive Friends Congress was held
at the Colombo Town Hall. This was
the platform for the government
group and they voiced their
condemnation of Anglo-French ac-
tion in -unmistakable terms. The
questions that we asked earlier
remain unanswered, although more
than one Minister of the gavern-
ment spoke at the meeting.

Earlier a joint meeting of all
Opposition parties was held at
Silversmith Street and left hand
right wing groups (in the persons
of U.N.P. Members) roundly con-
demned Anglo-French action. The
speakers included Dr. N.M. Perera,
Dr. Colvin R. de Silva, Mr. Piater
Keuneman, Mr. V.A. Sugathadasa,
Mr. Jabir A Cader, Mr, S.B.A.
Hamid and Mr. M.I. Abdul Hamid.

The United National Party was
less vociferous in its condemnation.

The Working Committee of the
U.N.P. met on Saturday night in
the seculsion of Kandawela and
passed the following resolution:
“The Working Committee of the
U.N.P. deplores the use of force in
international disputes. It considers
the action of the United Kingdom
and French Government’s invasion
of Egyptian territory as unfortunate.
It is opposed to the unwarranted
military action, taken recently by
the Soviet government against the
peop'e of Poland and Hungary. In
times of tension the working com-
mittee appeals for a calm conside-
ration of the events occuring in the
Middle Eastand Eastern Europe
and strongly supports the decision
of the U.N.Q. calling upon those
using force to lay down their arms
immedijately.” ;

It will be noticed that the work-
ing committee has incorporatad two
resolutions into one and they have
characterised the Anglo-French in-
vasion of Egyptian territory as ““un-
fortunate.” Yes how unfortélgata!
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The worst of the nightmare
caused by the Anglo-French attack
on Epypt seems to have passed
with th: cease fire which Eden or-
dered on Tuesday night as a result
of Russian threat to intervene in
the war on the side of the victim
of aggression. Though Eden flung
back the taunt of the events in
Hungary, it seems to be generally
accepted that it was the fear that
the USSR would help Egypt mili-

tarily that finally pursuaded Eden
to save his face by agreeing toa
UN force being set up in the Canal
area to secure peace. The Bulganin
hirt that the indiscriminate bom-
bing of innoccnt people in an un-
armed Egipt called for a missile
rocket attack on highly armed Bri-
tain and France, seems to have had
more effect on Eden and Molet
than all ths resolutions passed in
the UN General Assembly and the
popular protests in Britain and in
every counlry in the world.

It is signficant that Eden has
been preraring for war ever since
the Canal was nationalised. Pressuie
of public opinion drove Eden’s
Government to go to the UNO,
and to pretend that she was inter-
ested in the Menon talks to effect
an amicable settlement, It was only
on October 24 that Krishna Menon,
on his return to New Delhi, seleased
the full text of his proposals to bri-
dge the gulf between the Anglo-
French position and the Egyptian
demand for a recognition of her
rights over the Canal. It was
in such a situation that Israel
launched its lightning attack on
Egypt on October 29. On the 30th
Britain and France delivered their
ultimatum to BEgypt, and on
Nasgser’s refusal to surrender his
country’s sovereignty, began the
most shameful attack that a big
armed nation Ekas inflicted on a
poorly equipped small nation.

Depravity 7
All that could -have been said

about the utter depravity of the'

Anglo-French attack has been said
by our local daily papers. The
Times group as well as the Lake
House unanimously condemned the
Anglo-French attack and echoed
all the sentiments voiced in the
United Nations and in all the
capitals of the world, bar of course
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* EGYPT

*

Canberraand Wellington, Thisstood
out in coutrast to the rather quiet
and cantious protest registered by
Prime Minister Bandaranatke (who
only saw “‘no justiflcation” for the
Anglo-French attack) and who
surprisingly enough talked about
Ceylon’s neutrality in the conflict.
1t is not quite clear what our Prime
Minister meant to convey by the
term neutrality, but it would seem,

" be meant nothing more than to say

that if the fighting had spread, Cey-
lon would not have joined the
‘hostilities in a military sense on
one side or the other. Critics
declare that it was academic and
unnecessary at that stage to assure
Britain that Ceylon would te
neutral, particularly when it was
necessary to express one’s protest
in the strongest terms possible to
make Britain realise its folly.
Whatever, be the interpretation one
might scek to place on the word
neutrality, it is recognised that if
Britain had no bases in this itland,
the term neutrality would not have
had the 'sinister significance with
which it is beinz now mvested by
critics who want the Government
to follow a more forthright foreign
policy. There cap be no doubt
that no self-iespecting nation can

*be Weutral in the conflict beiween

Egypt on the one side and Britain
and France on the other. There
can be no neutrality in the fight
against colonialism, and no neutral-
ity in the fight agairst aggression,
However in the United Nations
General Assembly, Ceylon’s repres-
entative came out strongly against
Britain and France and this more
than anything else has made every-
one forget that Ceylon’s Premier
used the word neutrality in the
first and only statement he issued
condemning the Anglo - French
attack.
Hungary

What is important to guard
against at this stage is an attempt
by Britain and France to stay on
in the Canal Zone uader some
pretext or other, Egyptain territory
must be cleared of Israeli, British
and French troops, and Anthony
Eden must learn to respect the
sovereignty of Egypt over the Canal
whatever be the settlement reached
in regard to its use. The UN must

HUNGARY

immediately see that Britain and
France withdraw their troops to
their bases and this would be the
first step towards relieving the
darkness and gloom which has
enveloped the world in the last ten
days.

This gloom was unfortuLately
accentuated by the events in
Hungary. Full factual reports
from neutral sources are not yet
available as all news and comments
in regard a Hungary have been
highly coloured in the context of
the conflict in the Middle East and
the “cold war” in the United
Nations. Western propaganda
allege that Russian troops which
are in Hungary under the Warsaw
Pact (just as American troops are
in Western Germany under NATO)
have crushed a genuine nationalist
uprising against a *“puppet’”” Russian
government, whilst Moscow claims
that ‘counter - revolutionary and
fascist elements supported by
foreign sources had attempted to
take advantage of a change of
government from a strictly Stalin-
ist variety to a Tiloist one by
resorting to an armed uprising. In
this situation, a new Government
headed by a recognised Titoist,
Kardar, has been set up under
Russian auspices (it is alleged that
Nagy went over completely to the
ex-Horthy elements) and that the
Russian Army was only helping to
establish this government on a firm
footing. « ne thing is clear that
Hungary has been the victim of a
recrudescence of the *“cold war”
between the West and the East, and
it is also equaily clear that Russia
has deviated from the path of ““Punch
Sila”. It may be that the Russian
Army has prevented a long drawn
out civil war in Hungary, but in the
interests of ““Panch Sila” a civil war
and self-determination thereby is
always preferable to armed intervents
ion by onother state even on
ideological grounds. The time has
also come for the Warsaw Pact,
the NATO, the SEATO, and the
Baghdad Pacts to be torn up and
for the Big Powers to withdraw
their troops, navies and air forces
from bases outside their own

territory.
TRIBUNE



JUST.

EREND

Bq.._lll EFLY

- HOARDING

I have never felt more depressed

than T have been feeling in the last .

few.days. Tt was not the attack on
Egypt and the possibility of the
Third World War which has bro-
ught about this sense of depression.
It was more the little happenings
in the little island of ours that
has made me feel gloomy and sad.

The Middle East crisis flared up
up on Thursday November 1. On
Friday afternoon I went into a
shop where I usualy buy. my tooth
paste and shaving stick to find
hordes of men and women I knew
buying up - literally - the entire
shop. One got three cases of Cow
and Gat: (he has, as far as I know
only one offspring, but a comfort-
able bank balance). Another bou-
ght up practically all the tins of
talcum powder that was immedia-
tely available. And so on,'n:arly
everybody else besides me, was
buying up stocks for a long and
weary war. :

Hoarding

This unnatural and panicky craze
for hoarding the little necessities
of life made me feel that we have
this country to wage a bigger war
against the selfish anti-social ele-
ments in our midst than preach
holy hatred against the rapacity of
the bankers of London and Paris.

And the tales I have heard of the
blackmarketing are astounding.
Way out of Colombo in Talanga-
ma, just four miles from the out-
gkirts of the city, no sugar was
available for the love of money.
On Sunday last, kerosine which
was usually sold at about 12 to 14
cts a bottle had shot up to 35 to 40
cts a bottle. In Ratnapura, it had
reached the phenomenal price of 50
cts. :

From all over the country I have
got reports of unimaginabl: prices
demanded by shop-keepers for the
goods that they seld.

A‘good part of the blame must
rest with the people with bank
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balances who created the panic by
indiscriminatg private hoarding,
This encouraged traders and shop
-keepers to send all their stocks tn-
derground and demand fantastic
prices for their goods.

New Regulation

And what was the effect of the
new regulations proclaiming maxi-
mum controlled prices? Every
shop-keeper, particularly in the
outstations, has started a rationing
scheme of his own. He refuses to
sell morethan a fraction of what
a person customarily bought every
week at the controlled rates (for
the balance he wants blackmarket
rates claiming that is what he has
topay the wholesaler for the stocks).

For instance, in a village from
which I have received some reports
the local shop-keeper was wllling
to give a family that bought three
pounds of sugar for a week only
quarter pound at controlled rates.
For the rest he wanted over Re, 1
a pound which is almost double
the controlled price. The story
seems to be the same in all other
places, including the city of Co-
lombo.

The price control regulations
alone are not enought. The severest
punishment must be inflicted on all
offenders. But more than all this a
popular movement must arise agai-
nst not only all shop-keepers who
hoard but also all other persons
who seek to build up private hoar-
ds (for it is they who provide the
basis for blackmarketing).

Pettah

I have heard some amazing takes
of business racketeering from the
Pettah. I have it on good authority
that during last week-end goods to
the value of millions changed hands
at enhanced prices. Speculators
with money bought up gcods.
They have sent these goods under-

ground in the expectation of a

general war,

Two merchants 1 know ﬁlade' as 4

‘much as Rs. 2 lakhs in enhanced

prices in respect of goods worth
about five or six lakhs rupees. The
specutators who bought them pro-
bably hope to make more than the
25% premium they have piid for the
same, Speculators also are said to
have bought up practically the
entire stocks of mik foods and
tinned goods which importers had
in their godowns.

I hope that the cease-fire in Egy-
pt will bring the prices tumbling
down to the old level and that the
speculators will be forced to sell
the goods at the old rates.

Nationalisation

At the moment [ am puzzled as
as to what action can be taken
against this type of speculator and
profiteer, Nothing seems to deter
them, and I am being driven to the
conclusion that the only alternative
that sane and decent minded people
have is to call for action by Go-
vernment to be'the sole importer
and wholesale distributor of essent-
ial goods (really all consumer
goods). In regard to retail trade,
a system of licence to trade must
be instituted and these licences
should be reworked for any viola-
tion of regulations regarding maxi-
mum prices whether in normal
times or in times of shortage due
to local crisis, strikes, or interna-
tional trouble.

I am conscious that to end pri-
vate trade in import and who:iesale
distribution is a rather drastic
measure, but from what has hap-
pened during the last ten days and

is still happening in the expec-
tation of a further international
trouble, I cannot see any other
alternative. The nationalisation of
the import of all essential consum-
er goods and the nationalisation of
the wholesale distribution of such
goods is a measure which I think
Government must pay immediate
cossideration. It is probably more
urgent than the nationalisation of
buses or life insurance. I am cons- .
cious of all the inconveniences and
difficulties of nationalisation, but
these dangers are less dangerous
than what the public has to face
from private trade.
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. WAR ON
PROFITEERS

continued from first page

ed, and later must be permanently
cancelled. The ‘“Morning Times”
has gone so far as to suggest editori-
ally that profiteers should be flogged.
This is ‘indeed an excellant suggest-
ion.

Immoral

It is necessary for the public to
realise that it is in their hands to
check profiteering. If consumers
refuse to buy at blackmarket rates,
traders will lose all incentive fo
hoard or send underground
essential foodstuffs. If customers
will report every atltempt at pro-
fiteering, even though it may in-
volve some inconvenience, it will
go a long way towards eradicating
the menace of profiteering.
Government can, at best,
provide only the machinery to
check profiteering but it is the
public alone—you, I and every man
and woman in the street—who can
give life and body to a popular

]

movement to stamo out blackmar-
keting and hoarding.

Whilst a dutv is cast on a whole-
saler and retailer nof to profiteer,
an even greater dutyis caston a
consumer not to hoard. The Go-
vernment should be responsible for
maintaining adequate stocks and
for a schemes of equitable distribut-
ion should shortages arise, but
a consumer who takes the law into
liis own hands and builds up a
private hoard is as guilty of anti-
social activity as’ the trader who
charges blackmarkat rates.

It is not enough for us to decry
the Anglo-French attack on Egypt.
It is not enough to harangue
against the international profiteers
in Britain and France. It is neces-
sary for us to fight the profiteer
and hoarder at home. Above all,
each one of us must resist the
temptation to turn hoarders our~
selves. Many of us, who have a
slighter larger bank balance than
our neighbour, have already comn-
mitted the unforgivable sin of
buying cases of milk foods, stocks
of tinned goods, bags of rice, flour
and sugar, and rolls and rolls of
textiles. To think that one should
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meet an international crisis in this
way is anti-social to the highest
degree. Those of us who have
done this are guilty of the same
immorality — the question of the
degree of culpability provides no
saving grace — which drove
Anthony Eden to attack Egypt.
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LONG SHORT STORY—3

The Little Surprise

The white shape of the Strathe-
den glided slowly into ber berth in
the Colombo harbour. Dagmar
Grayson was coming home. Nihal
could hardly wait. He did not know
how Me had survived three whole
years without a sight of this crea-
ture. The moment of the fruition
of all his hopes and dreams had ar-
rived at Jast. He went on board
quickly, before her clan swarmed in,
and saw her leaning over the rails,
alone and contemplative. His very
being wanted to rush up to her and
hold her in his arms and smother
her in his caresses. But on second
thoughts, he wanted her to see him
- and come up to him. In any case
he wanted to have a good look at
her. Yes indeed her photographs
did not do her justice. She wore a
simple summer frock and 2 pair of
low heeled red shoes. Her coiffure
was just right. The page boy hair
style suited her admirably . She
was the same yet vastly different.
She was now the finished product.
She spotted him quickly and came
tripping towards him.

Oh Mr. de Silva. How lovely to
see you again. She Jooked into his
eyes and kissed his cheek gently.

Nice to see you too, Dagmar, he
said using her Christian name for
the first time. Your photographs
hardly do you justice.

Thank you she said. But you al-
ways said the nicest things about

e.

She spoke with great assurance
and ease and she had a delightful
accent without being affected.

Well are you ready. lve got a
jaunch handy. I think you had
better come with me. All your

people are waiting ashore. Where
i s your mother incidentally ?

Oh she must be in the cabin see-
ing that everything has been packed.
T'll go down and fetch her.

In the launch on the way to the
jetty she spoke of her travels. All
those little indiosyncrasies about her.
which used to annoy him so much
had vanished.

Well you haven’t said much. What
do you think of me, Are you pleas-
ed.  You know that in everything I
did I had you in mind. I used to
say to myself. Iam sure Mr., de
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Silva would like this or that or dis-
approved of this or that.

1 am very grateful Dagmar, I
think you have done wonderfully...
Are you coming back to us ?

I don’t suppose you will want me
back anymofe will you? Asa mat-
ter of fact Ive got certain plans
which I must discuss with you. A
little surprise too.

Good it can wait. When all the
fuss is over come over to my flat
this evening and we can have a long
talk., I’ll send you the car. About
seven.

Nihal awaited Dagmar’s
arrival in his study. He couldn’t
concentrate on anything in parti-
cular, He wondered what the sur-
prise she had referred to could be.
Perhaps it was something she had
beught him, something very special.
He reviewed in his mind what he
was going to tell her. He had wait-
ed long enough. She would know
tne truth at last. His liver colour-
ed spaniel bitch lay on_ the floor
eyeing him curiously. He would

ask her out to dine tomorrow night
and afterwards take her dancing. In
the midst of these ruminations he
heard a car draw into the porch:
He did not leave his study but sent

By Allan M ith'rj'

This is the concluding in-
stalment of the story THE
LITTLE SURPRISE, The
first two parts appeared in our
last two issues.

a servant to ask the lady to come .
He stood up as Dagmar entered.
Oh hello he said, I must say you

" are most punctual.

A trick I learnt in Europe she said
smiling.

I am sure weve gota lot to talk
about. Can I get you a drink?

Thank you no. Do you mind,
could we talk another day ? I seem
to have so many things to do this
evening. If it had been anyone else
I would have put off this date.

I am most flattered, said Nihal
rather disappointed.

But T must give you that little
surprise. I am sure you will be
very pleased. Let me go out for
a minute.

Oh yes I can hardly wait.

T’ll be back in a second. Dagmar
left the room and Nihal poured
himself a drink. He wondered
what the surprise could be. He
hoped she hadn’t been unnecessari-
ly extravagant on his behalf. Pre-

continued on page 412
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L] [ ]
The Little Surprise
centinued from page 41]
sently Dagmar entered with a short
stocky little European with the hint
of a moustache and his hair pasted
down with brylcreem.

Meet my fiance she said, Bill
Tompkins, a steward on Stratheden
‘Ow are you guv’nor svid Tomkins
proferring a hand, ‘eard such a ot
about you. Dag and I decided to
get engaged on the ship. Lucky
man aren’t oi?

There was a moment of stunned
silence as Nihal viewed the creature
in front of him He felt a kind of
revulsion for him which he had
never before entertained for a mem-
ber of the human species. It was"®
incredible to him that this man
should stand there in front of him

so. complacently and claim as his °

very own the one human being he
had ever loved and lived for. His
stomach turned and he felt very
dizzy. He had a terrible urge to
kick this little brute out uncere-
moniously and thereafter slowly
and excruciatingly strangle the life
out of Dagmar Grayson. But these
primeval and atavastic urges the
certain legacy of our savage begin-
nings soon evaporated into thin
air. Nihal was soon in complete
control of himself.

You are indeed a lucky man Mr.
Tompkins May T get you a drink ?

He turned towards Dagmar and _
looked her straight in the eves.
They were empty and messageless.

Congratulations, Dagmar. This
is indeed a surprise.

A pleasant one I hope.
Most pleasant indeed.

You see it all happened so sud-
denly. Didnt it Bill. . Bill used to
bring in the coffee every morning.
He was so good and kind. Said his
father had a ranch in Australia and
asked me to marry him. Wasnt it
sweet of him. No man had asked
me to do that before. So I thought
Bill must really be in love with me
and I said yes. Mother was so
thrilled too when I broke the news
to her. At last she said our dear
Dag has done something for herself,
We are going to be very happy, are-
n’t we sweet she said looking at
Bill.

You bet we will, said Bill fairly
bursting with pride.

This calls for a celebration, said
Nihal, I really must toast the happy
couple. He poured the drinks.
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Well heres a toast to your hap-
piness, both of you, I am glad for
your sake, Dagmar. We shall miss
you all the same.

Oh thank you. Its very sweet of
you. Now I must tell you the pre-
sent plans, | shall be leaving for
Australia, Melbourne in about a

. Months time. Bill will meet me

there and we shall be married soon
afterwards. Then I propose to
either get a job. Or I might even
go and join Bill’s parents.

I see said Nihal. It was all he
could do not to conceal his bitter
disappointment. He longed to say
a few cutting things. Again he
thought hs would tei] Dagmar how
he had loved her all his life. Tell
her the whole truth. No, but he
would not crawl. Not even to this
creature. It had better be a comp-
lete write off,

Onge little favour, continued Dag-
mar, you must let me have that
small balance which you said was
left over from Aunt Emily’s trust
fund. That would I think be just
enough to get my (rousseau wi:h
and leave a little bit over to start
married Ife on. Do you think
you could do this for me. Bill has
undertaken to pay for my passage

. to Australia.

Of course Dagmar said Nihal
looking at her steadily without
giving her the slightest clue as to
what was going on in his mind. It
i your money after all.

Oh that is wonderful. Now every-
thing is settled, You must excuse
us if we dash off now. We will have
that chat another day I promise.
The ship’s leaving at midnight
tonight. So 1 want to show Bill

around a bit before he gets back.
And thanks for giving us the car.
We'll send it back as soon as we can,

Nibal got up and bade them
goodbye. As he took D.gmar by
the hand he could hardly believe
that this was the girl who a few
years ago was taking down his
letiers, That this was the girl he
wanted so much to be his wife,
She was his creation. She was a
bit of sculpture he had modelled
over the years and so paiastakingly
put in the finishing touches. Now
it lay at his feet crashed to a (houy-
sand piec s, But his grief was
proud. He was satisfied that at
least he had saved her the burden
of gratitude for the rest of her life,

He saw thm off in an absent-
minded sort of way, Yes, v s he
runisated bitterly, she must not
keep Bill waiting. He felt the door
closing forever on a very long chap-
ter of his life, so long that he
could not see how he was to start
another. His, book wug nearly
finished. He pulled up the venetian
blinds and opened out the windows,
There was a curious tranguillity in
the blue stars. A solitary palm
swayed gently in the evening breeze,
The sea as he looked at jt in the
azure night, restless and und ulating,
synchronised with his mood of
grief and hurt. He went back 1o
his chair, lit a cigarette and stret-
ched his legs. Suddenly there wasg
a psinful yelp from Susic the
spaniel sleeping at his feet. He had
accidently tread on her paw. He
lifted her hurriedly, mumbling an
apology and stroking her head,
while she whimpered and moaned.
Then she looked up, wagged her
tail, and licked his face.

TRIBUNE



IN SOVIET RUSSIA—2"

By Theja Gunawardhana

LABOUR, EDUCATION & FREEDOM

Women’s education was closely
linked with the emancipation move-
ment. In Tsarist Russia hired farm
service or domestic service were the
main occupations of women and
%0% of the women in hired service
were in these categories, In 1930
on'y2.4% remained in such fields.
In 1897 only 12.4% women were
literate. Today all are literate.

In Uzbekistan in 1927 there was
98% illiteracy. Today there is no
illiteracy. The abolition of illiteracy
was taken up as a national task.
Education brought women more
and more into skilled jobs, social
and’political work. There is com-
pulsory 7 year education, broad
secondary education, and free in-
dustrial, technical and agri¢uliural
training. Three million adults in
agricultuture and industry are pur-
suing secondary and higher educat-
i.n after working hours. The school
is separated from the Church
and the Church from the State;
but / there is complete relig-
ious freedom which 1 saw and
verified on four occasjons, In 1917
there were 231,000 teachers. Now
there are 17,700,000 — a sevenfold
increase. Old Russia had 91 higher
educational centres with 112,000
‘students. Today there are 765 in-
stitutions. By cutting down muli-
tary expenditure 72, 00 milliard
roubles this year were allocated for
education,

Labour

Labour is a necessity of the
Soviet people and labour is honour-
ed by them. Good workeis are
decorated. The speakers frankly
admitted — ““We have our short
comings. We still have cases where
a manager violates labour legislat-

ion for the protlection of female

labour while the Trade Unicns
do not always take timely measures
against such a manager.”

But when we were taken to facto-
ries and collective farms we in-
variably saw creches, kindergartens.
polyclinics, palaces of culture and
sometimes Homes for the Aged
altached to work centres which
give womzn a chance o participate
in sociully productive labour. Men
and women not only enjoy equal
pay but women on an equal fooling
with men, take part in the organi-
zation and management of the
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country’s economic life. We visited
a textile factory in Moscow where
the Deputy Directcr was a woman,
the engineer a woman and 727% of
the workers were women. We were
able to meet workers who had
graduated while working.

The Home fdr the Aged inmat s
were be:ween 60—108. They looked
happy. They received pocket money
out of Factory Trade Union Funds
and their pension was used for the
expenses of the Home. They were
interested in a television set pre-

sented by the factory where they .

had worked many years ago.

I was impressed by the network
of special evening educational esta-
blishments at industrial plants. One
of the most important aspects in
the problem of equality of women
is the chance for their promotion
in work, which is in turn connected
with chances of acquiring specialis-
ed knowledge and improvement of
skill.

Labour law prohibits the em-
ployment of women on heavy or
harmful work. On doctor’s recom-
mendation, Factory or Office is

obliged to transfer an expectant
mother to lighter work on the same |

pay. She gets 56 days before and
56 days after childbirth as Maternity
leave.

Collective Farms

The system of collective farming
seems to have accelerated the open-

. ing of new lands on a colossal

Scale. One of the Uzbek collective
farms of 2794 hectares we visited
had 1,170 families united in it which
in 1929 had only 189 families on 295
hectares. The main crop was coiton
with smaller plots of luzerne, vege-
table, putato and fruits. The income
in 1955 was 22 million roubles and
payment was made on working day
units, the norm pending on work.

Other places of interest I visited
were the Bolshoi Theatre, People’s
Culture Place, Children’s Book
House, Stalingrad Soviet and battle-
ficlds, the Moscow University which
has 23,000 siudents, a boat trip,
down the Volga river and Don'
Canal, Sochi Sanatorium and Greek
Orthodox Church Seminary.

continued on page 414
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Soviet Russia - 2
continued from page 413

Children’s Book House

The Children’s Book House in
Moscow is the largest of its kind in
the U.S.S.R. In 1955, 507 different
books were printed amounting to §8
million in 49 different languages.
We saw a large collection of fairy
tales of all countries, scientific
books to assist children, in Poly-
clinics clas:ics and stories by con-
tempory Soviet as well as foreign
authors, folklore, fiction etc: I was
particularly interested in the one
million copies printed for pre-
school kids costing only 25 kopek®
each ( half the price of a subway
ticket ).
received 45,000 letters from children
expressing their views of the books,

Last year the House had .

Individual freedom

Catholic, Greek Orthodox Chur-
ches (I could not visit a Baptist
Church ) were overcrowded on Sun-
days but very few young people
were to be seen; but this is a
phenomenon not confined to Russia
alonein the modern world, I saw
people giving lavishly to the Sunday
collections.

There is freedom within the
Soviet framework. On questioning
I learnt that one need not belong
to the Communist Party for nomi-
nation to the Soviet elections.
There are today 19% in the Supreme
Soviet who do not belong to the
party. Representatives of the
people are criticised at the meetings

on their work or lack of work at -
the Soviets. This criticism is taken
as a programme to be fulfiilled. I
was present at a case where a
woman successfully fought a case
for reinstatement in the factory. I
also found that there was a sense
of identification of society and state

in this new order of the Soviet
Union.

The value of the Seminar to me
lay in understanding the history of
the U.S.8.R., in relation to the
background of the Tsarist regime
and this is very important for the
peaceful co-existance of peoples in
the world of today. We wereasked
to speak at many banquets and
receptions and anything I spoke
was expressed with the above sentj-
ment at the back of my mind.
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RACING

By Tony

FORBCAST SYSTEM

1t looks like that we are going to
. have sticky going for the opening
day of the November Meet. In
which case, my selections, based on
the handicaps, and written well in
advance, wijl be on going that will
be termed ‘Fair’.

Fordyce will be seen in the sad-
dle again, and it looks like that he
will have his usual quota of winners.
This meet will also see the inaugu-
ration of the “Forecast System’ —
a system whereby the punter has
to pick the 1st & 2nd horses in 3
given races. This system is quite
. popular in other racing countries,

and I am sure, will be as popular
over here. Here’s wishing the Club
all success in this new venture, one
of the steps they have taken to
draw the crowd to the course,

The Chief event on Saiurday’s
7 race card, will be the LANKA
CUP at 7 furs, in which 17 of our
best middle distance Arbas in Class
1 have been entered. Should the
withdrawals be light the race will be
an excellent rehersal for the South-
ern Cup at Boosa next month,

The GAL OYA PLATE for
thoroughbreds in Class 1 should be
a battle royal between Cobscar and
Joffa II. The latter has run with
fair success abroad, and in more
exalted company. After he arrived
here, he won a few minor races,
and then his form completely deter-
jorated. Now in Renga’s care he

has come back with a vengence by

winning- his last 2 races like a use-
ful ‘on’ and should be take his
chance on Saturdsy in his Ist
appearance in the top Class, he
must be greatly respected. But it is
to Cobscar that I will look for, to
win this race. He will probably
just get home, but his terrifice 1ni-
tial speed will be his greatest advan-
tage. Verdict is my choice for 3rd
place.

At the handicap, Santa Anna
looks a good thing in the RAKW-
ANA STAKES, more so if the
stable apprentice Isaacs rides him,
as he will claim an useful allowance.
Lucky Number, and Mocking Bird
Hill, will be there to follow him
home. \

!

Berwick Law's class alone should
carry him through the KADA-
WATTA PLATE. Fordyce will
have to pull out his thought to
land the spoils, because Flying
Weather and Arlington Heights,
will not merely be lookers on.

The MAYA OYA PLATE at 1
mile will certainly be one of the
‘Legs’ of the treble, as it has at-
tracted 27 entries. Linia must com-
mand respect again but so easily did
Persian Aprroach win her last race,
that with 2 Ibs: less to shoulder,
must repeat the performance. It
has been more than the exception
that in these undivided races, we
heve always got a long priced
winner. Should this be the case I
am going to be quite bold in tipp-
iag. Masur, Tanell and Lini in that
order.

In both divisions of the CHUN-
DIKULAM STAKES, a lot will
depend on the draw and the start,
as in both divisons, we have a lot
of unruly ponies.

In the Senior Division I like
Madhar al Rafiduin to win for me
again, from Al Moj, and Jir Jir
Hamed, and in the other division,
Iltimas, Baz Mudharffar & Wathan,
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