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“CRISIS

AHEAD

Bleak s Future

The Prime Minister and the Members of the MEP Cabinet
seem to be totally oblivious to the fact that an economic crisis
of tremendous magnitude has loomed large on our horizon. Whi-
Ist the Premier seems to be concentrating on holding on to pow-
er by subtly playing one group against another, his colleagues
'seem to be too far buried in “admit-bearer’’ chits and “transfer-
bearer” chits to be in the least concerned ahout our deteriorat-
ing balance of trade and our vanishing foreign assets.

With Machiavellian astuteness,
worthy of the Big Fish of UNP
vintage, S, W. R. D. Bandaranaike
seems. to think that the way to be
Prime Minister is to divide and rule
the country. The Buddhist Sangha
is today rent in two. The Buddhist
Congress makes impossible de-
mands, but Malwatte and Asgiriya
will have no truck with these “‘ex-
tremists”. By encouraging both
groups at times, and at times pro-
voking them against each other, the
Prime Minister and his worthy Min-
Ister of Cultural Affairs Jayaweera
Kuruppu have now created a situa-
tion where the Government can
shelve doing anything concrete in
regard to the Buddhist Congress
and EBP demands in regard to
Buadhist revivalism.

Language

Whilst the Premier has been able

to sidetrack the religious ‘fanatics,

-
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he has not been able to curb the
language fanatics.: At a recent meet-
ing of the EBP, a leading Bhikkhu
made what is believed to be an ins-
pired suggestion that some conces-
sions. should be made to the mino-
rities in the form of some suitable
amendments to the Official Langu-
age Act. This snggestion was re-
ceived with a storm of violent .pro-
test, and the Premier, in a restrained
and calculated statement, indicated
that he had no intentions of making
any concessions to the minorities.
Malwatte and Asgiriya, whilst hint-

, ing that it was unfortunate that

Tamils should flv black flags on
Independence Day, did not offer
any suggestion as to how the pre-
sent jmpasse might be broken.

There is no denying the fact that

_in ‘the Northern and Eastern re-

gions, and also in the up-country
plantation areas, there has grown
up a deep sense of frustration and
bitterness owing to the chauvinistic
language policies of this govern-
ment. .-What makes it even worse
is that in regard to the citizenship
inquiries, the administration of the
Indian and, Pakistani Residents
(Citizenship) Act has taken a more
rigorous and unjust turn now than
in the days of the UNP regime.

__The Prime Minister and the
Cabinet do not seem to be in the
least conscious of the storm thsit
is -brewing among the Tamil mino-
rity in this island. The campaign
against the provocative “‘Sinhalese
Oniy” SR pemberplate can very
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well trigger a very dangerons and

unhappy situation. And it is known

in know'edgeable circles that any

“strong-arm” tactics to suppress

demonstrations in the North and

the East are likely to have intense
repercussions in the plantation
areas in the up-country. Uncons-
cious and onconcerned about the
state of public feeling among the
minorities, the Cabinet and the
MEP are sitting on top of a
volcano that is on the verge of
erupting. It must be recognised
that over eighty percent of the
wealth of the country is produced
by the sweat and the toil of the
Tamil minority.
Economie

With this crisis brewing, owing
to the language die-hardism of the
MEP, the economic crisis, which is
almost upon the country, is likely tv
burst - according to. competent ob-
servers - in March or April of this
the adverse trade
balance is reversed and unless the
foreign assets position improves,
this Government will face a financ-
ial crisis of the first magnitude. It
is possible that the Treasury will
be tempted to print a large quant-
ity of currency notes (in
Sinhalese Only probably)
to render scme artifical respiration
to the disintegrating financial posi-
tion. But even the merest tryo in
economics will know that inflation
of this kind cannot solve any crisis.
It will only deepen and accentuate
it.

It seems inconceivable that a
Government should rush headlong
1o its destruction where thereis a
simple way out of the crisis.
Through a tolerent and democratic
language policy, the Government
will easily be able to achieve
national unity — which is an essen-

tial factor, necessary to implement
continued on page 546
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The Minister of Food and Agri-
culture, Mr. Philip Gunewardena
has made a rousing speech at Gal-
Oya, a rabble 10using speech.

At a reception accorded to him
and other Minisiers and M.P.’s by
the Gal Oya Development Board
Workers’ Union he said: The Gal
Oya scheme, a mulii-purpose
prcject initiated by the U NP,
government, is an exceilent one
althovgh the present government
dces not condone the actions of
certain cfficials of the Gal Oya
Development Board, who cxercise
autocratic powers. It they are un-
able to attune themselves 10 chang-
ed conditions, it isin their interesis
to pack up and go away”.

Mr. Gunewardena is an adept
at rabble rousing as we all know.
And he made this speech although
there was no provocation for it
There have been no complaints
that the adm'nistration of the Gal
Oya Board is fauly, except of
course that the Chairman of the
Board is Mr. K. Kanagasunderam.
And that is a deadly sin as far as
Mr. Gunawardena is concerned, for
Mr. Ksnagasunderam and those of
his i'k, we all know, are persona
non grata with Mr, Gunawardena.

So Mr. Kanag sunderam must be
removed and in his place we must
have a person wih a Sinhal se
8 unding name. Or even with a
Muslim so' niing name.

Kariapper

Gate Mudal'yar M. S. Kariapper,
a brand new recruit to the M.E.P,,
also spoke at the receplion. He
said : *‘I was the first to demand a
Commission of Inquiry after the
Gal Oya disturbances and I am
glad to see rhat the Commission is
not entirely scrapped, but would be
replaced by another which would
enquire into the working of ihe
Board. Much could not be expec-
ted of the Board when its chief
administrators were 200 miles
away”’,

Gate Mudaliyar Kariapper was
referring in his speech to the decis-
ion of the Government not to
scrap eatirely the Commussion of
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Inquiry that was appointed to go
into the reasons for the communal
disturbances at Gal Oya, but to
allow it to examine the working of
the Gal Oya Board and recommend
changes wherever nec:ssary.

The Tribune in a comment on the
appointment of the Gal Oya, Com-
mnission of Inquiry, some time ago,
said: “It could be understood if
the government appointed a Com-
mission to orobe into civil distur-
bance in the country as a whole,
but this inv dioas distinction sma-
cks of a conspiracy against certain
members of the Board. The whole
country knows whether the incid
ents which occurrea in the Eastern
province were due to the ‘faulty
admin stration of the Gal Oya De-
velopment Board or not’® without
a Commission having to tell us that.
And the terms of reference of the
Commission let the cat out of the
bag; especially that part which
states *if nced by thechangss in tne
administration of the Gul Oya

.Board area?”

Elsewhere in the comment again
it was srated : Is the appointmenc
of the Comm ssion really to probe

% KARIAPPER x

% PHILIP GUNEW ARDENA
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the communal incidents or merely
a convenient pegto hang the case
for the dismissal of certain unwant-
ed members of the Gal Oya Deve-
lopment Board?”

Now we known that just as the
Tribune had anticipated, the Comr
mission was really intend:d to n- .
quire into and recommend the djs-
missal of certain members of the
Gal Qya Board.

And Mr. Philip Guunewardena
may receive a pat on his back and
the goodwill of the fanatics in his
party and Gite Mudaliyar Kariap-
per too will probabiy be equally
rewarded.

Rumour

It was rumoured when Gate
Mudaliyar somersaulted from the
Federal Party into the M.E.P. that
a reward was awaiting him. Bit no
one should give credence to rum-
ours.’ However we give the rumour
for what it is worth. Gate Mudaliyar
Kanapper, it was rumoured only
was promised the Chairmanship of
the Gal Oya Developmeat Board if

continued on page 543
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DAHANAYAKE

“I do not love thee Banda dear
The reason why is very clear
I do not love thee Banda dear

Because you change from
year to year.”
1t is useful to recall to mind this
parody because it is “interesting, if
pot amusing, to note how aptly it
describes the author himself and
how, not a few years later, he com-
promised to serve under its subject
as Minister of Education. Mr.
Dahanayake'’s political career has
been a varied one, From being a
school-master in a Roman Catholic
school, he turned to politics to con-
test a by-election and win the Bibile
. Seat in the State Council. There-
after at the general election to Par-
liament he contested the Galle seat
as an Indepencent and beat the
Galle Stalwart by a convincing
majority. That was perhaps the
first time voters got used to the
idea of voting for the man of their
choice irrespective of whose vehicles
they went in to the booth.

Having thus securely bound him-
self to this seat, he was found to be
flirting with the left parties when
one fine day we casually came to
know that “Daha’ was in the L.S.
S.P. Stealthily he was trying to
climb the Sama Samaja ladder with
his right foot groping for a rung in
the U.N.P. ladder. Unfortunately,
he was in the wrong place for the
fulfilment of his ambition. The top
was full of the best. However, this
party expelled him and he remained
an Independent.

Uneasy

Just before the last elections, he
was seeking to redeem his ebbing
political fortune. The language is-
sue cropped up. And that was to
him like a life line thrown across a
crevasse. He snatched it and won
the seat on the ticket of the Bhasa
Peramuna which was one of the
mushroom parties and whose dis-
appearance was as swift as its
rise. Dahanayake was soon to
change colours again, After the
elections, he rid bhimself of the

Bhasa coil and joined the S,.L.F.P.
J anuery 12, 1957

to instal himself rather insecurely in

an uneasy alliance.

His frequent change of fronts was
not without significance. He per-
haps feels that at the rate he is go-
ing he may soon be a political
outcast and leper. Politics has all
the fascination of a chic femme
fatale who embraces you one day

only to drop you unceremoniously -

the next. The grim prospect of
losing the support of the progres-
sive forces were and are written for
him on the wall. Dahanayake who
but yesterday was making common
cause with these forces has now de-
serted them. Like a drowning man
clutching at a straw he woos the
Muslims who, he thinks, will assure
him of en bloc support in Galle.
His hopes cannot be for long.

His present acts are irreconcil-
able with his record of criticism in

BY DHARME

We publish this week a
pungent profile of the Per-
sonality of the MEP Year.
The writer has packed a great
deal of bitter polemical irony,
sarcasm and criticism into this
sketch, but his outline of the
political record of the Minis-
ter of Education willl interest
readers,

the Oppeosition, He who once
characterised Mr. Bandaranaike as
a diehard communalist has himself
today become the champion of
communal and sectarian causes.
He who once described the U.N.P.
Ministers with ignominious epithets
is now doing those very things he
scathingly attacked in the squalid
language of the fish market. He
who once condemned individual
Ministers for interfering in admin-
istrative acts is himself today ex-
posed as being guilty of such offen-
ces. Transfers of teachers and ad-
mission of patients to hospitals are

as much his concern as they were

continued on page 540
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DAHANAYAKE
continued. from page 53Y

of U.N.P. Ministers. What hap-
pened to these men and what hap-
pened to the father of free educa-
tion, he knows, could happen to
him.
regulations in the most bare-faced
manner. What he and his suppor-
ters did on the eve of the last Muni-
cipal election at Galle in a desper-
ate attempt to retain the Ward for
himself is now an open secret. He
has broken conventions so sacred
to our democratic institutions in his
selfish desire to have a seat in the
Council. His enthusiasm for Muni-
cipal politics waned, except to keep
his seat, after people had unchari-
tably associated him with a well
known criminal trial.

Communal

His present acts against the mino-
rities are irreconcilable with his
one-time professions of interest in
the fostering of communal accord.
He has not counted the cost before
opening the flood-gates of commu-
nal discord. His threats of absorp-
tion and extinction will only boo-
merang on the very cause he is now
espousing. To encourage commu-
nal disharmony does nobody any
good. Is he, with an eye on the
future of the country as a whole,
creating and moulding healthy pub-
lic opinion ? It is no use Bis giving
lulléng assurances to the minorities

* — of a University here and some-
thing else there.

The “Ape Anduwa’ slogan has
now become the biggest joke of the
century, even among the Sinhalese,
You hear that on the pavement, in
the tram, train and bus. The com-
munal massacre, since June 5th has
left smarting memories in the minds
of the minorities. In an enlighten-
ed era as 1956 one wonders whether
the incidenis of 1915 could stand
comparison, Perhaps this is the
only achievement of this Govern-
ment, of which Dahanayake jsa
pillar and Minister of Education,
since it took office, and the biggest
achievement of any government for
many years !

It is scarcely realised that no.

minority community and not a few
members of the majority communi-
ty have spontaneously accepted the
Sinhala Oniy Act. 1t was only for

540

For this reason, he violates’

L]
purposes of expediency that some
of them have so done. The whole
thing therefore’ has to be examined
afresh in the cold light of reason.

Incidentally, for advocating thisin .

relation to educational needs the
Minister attributed motives to the
Editors of the four English News-
papers in that they are doing-so in
order to keep their jobs, How
puerile his redsomng is nowadays!
Perhaps the signs of senile decay!
To revert: the introduction of the
Bill in Parliament produced ugly
and widespread incidents in the
country. Thev weresthe blackest
blot in the entire history of Gov-
ernments in this country where the
guardians of Law and Order turned
a blind eye — nay more — watched
the offences openly and shamelessly
with cynic laughter on their faces.

* The people's police of the people’s

government could not touch the
“people”! Even to preserve law
and order! Had it not been for the
intervention of the Representative of
a foreign government, whose nation-
als it was his duty to protect, our
government would not have taken
action to safeguard its own people.

What calamity to have a govern-
ment one of whi:h is Dahanayake
who once spoke vehemently against
communalism in all forms. Evid-
ently he then spoke with the tongue
in his cheek ! The gulf between the
two major communities is swiftly

widening. What is Dahanayake’s
contribution to the creating of this
gulf? Cannot he even now tell his
own people to have tolerance to-
wards other minorities before he
pontificates to the others. You go
to the village boutique or to the
fair, you see clear signs of commu-
nalism rearing its ugly head. Itis
sad but true that our leaders are
weak in, but all the same, have a
weakness for, leadership. They
don't lead the masses. Instead
they are led by them. Thut is the
tragic story of contemporary Ceylon
where leaaers take the easy path of
jettisoning their political principles
and follow the populace..

Education

We will now come to the sphere
in which Dahanavake is directly in-
volve.'. Education. Today our
educ. tional problems have swol'en
up to giant proportions. The other
day the Principal of a Central
School, not far from Colombo, was
heard to speak of the plight of many
misguided youths in this country.
He said many boys in his school
had been offering practical subjects
like handicrafts, carpentry etc. and
had passed the S.S.C. Examination
with them. Now, they make their
regular pilgrimages to him asking

continued on page 549
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LETTER

Sir

I do not know whose chestnuts
your correspondent Vijaya wishes
to pull out of the fire by suggesting
that there should be a no nco-opera-
tion campaign in the Neorth and
East against the Sinhalese SRI
number plate. I am prepared to
grant that the SRI numberplate in
Sinhalese Only at this stage is a
highiy provocative act on the part
of rather short-sighted MEP Cabi-
net. But even more reprehensible
seems to be the fact that the so-
called leaders of the Tamil Resis-
tance Movement want others to do
the fighting while they themselves
80 about in the safety and comfort
of EN series cars.

However muchI may disagree
with Minister Maithripala Sena-
nayake in his decision to enforce
the SRI numberplate, I agree with
him that if the leaders of the Tamil
Resistance Movement were anxious
to fight the SRI numberplate in
Sinhalese . Only they should have
been the first to, symbolically at
least, break the law.

Instead of that, we find that
Vanniasingham, President of the
Tamil Arasu Kadchi and G. G.
Ponnambalam, leader of the Tamil

*

Imy Iz., 1957

‘SRI’ NUMBER

Congress, both stalwarts of the
Tamil Resistance Movement, rush-
ing in December to buy new EN
series cars. Whilst they wanted to
be assured of pew cars to fight for
the good cause, they do not want

~ to be burdened with Sinhalese SRI

numberplates.

The fact of these two gentlemen
buying late EN cars was bad enough
but the explanations they have
devised in statements to the press
make the situation more deplor-
able. Vanniasingham trots out a
whole series of explanations as to
why he bought an EN series car
almost on ihe last date. These ex-
Planations are the “lamest” that
can be conceived by human in-
genuity. If he had kept silent, it
would have been far better for his
*“good cause.” The fact he reveals
as to why he had to vuy a car makes
i1 positive that he had a wonderful
and glorious opportunity of leading
the campaign against the Sinhalese
SRI series, He had the necessity of
buying a new car, and what better
than 10 have waited a few days and
Sported a Tamil Sri and been pro-

secuted for it. Why all the tedious”

logic about insurance companies,
accidents, wrecked cars, delays and
the like to hide the simple fact that
he as President of the lamil Arasu
Kadchi did not want 10 risk his new
car with a SRI numberplate 7 Is
this all the sacrifice which this
worthy leader of the Tamil cause is
willing to make ?

Ponnambalam

The letter of G. G. Ponnambalam
makes even more disgusting read-
ing. Boiled down, what Ponnam-
balam says is that ““leaders” of the
Resistance Movement should have
EN series cars to fight the SRI num-
berplaie lest their movement be im-
mobilised by the Sinhalese SRI
numberplace. Furthermore, he shif.g
thebuiden of t §, tuying an EN serj-
s car to a group of his supporters
ana advisers, who it would seem,
suggesied that he purchase these
¢ars in good time. How naive and
puerile these explanations are ; It is
well-known that G. G, Ponnam-
balam owns more than one car of
good and recent vintage which
could have carried him through
lengiby campaigns without having
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‘an additional fleet of cars in the Jate
EN seiies. And if one of the cars
he recently bought was for his
brother, the priest, why was it not
bought in his brother's name ?

I am not interested in the number
ofcars owned byPonnambalam, or the
Specific reason why Vanniasingham
rushed headlong to buy an EN series
car on the last day, but as a Tamil I
Jeelthat these gentiemen have no right
Io ask other Tamils to resist the SRI
numberplat: in Sinhalese Only when
these worthies had immediate and
glorious opportunities of leading the
campaign themselves in their new
cars.

That is why I ask your correspon-
dent the question: whose chestnuts
is he wanting to pull out of the
fire ? Why does he not urge that
Vanniasingham and Ponpnambalam
should wage the fight by themselves
having Sinhalese SRI number cars ?
It would not be difficult for them
to sell their preseat EN series cars
(with the premium these cars are
fetching in the North) and buying
new cars with Sinhalese SRI num-
berplates to fight the great Tamil
cause. If these gentlemen won't do
it, they should give up being
‘““leaders”, In fact they should be
ashamed to call themselves Tamils,

1 hate the chauvinistic language
policyof the MEP, but I hate even
more leaders who want ‘*others” to
do the actual fighting.

Yours
Colombo YALPADI

7.1.56
541



IN MOSCOW

BY v. MURAVYOV

Ambulance Service

An accident can happen anywhere
and at any time—at home, at work,
or in the street. But if urgent medi-
cal aid is needed the ambulance
will be on the spot in several minu-
tes if you dial “03”.

This is the telephone number of
the Moscow Central Ambulance
Station, where I met the head of
the station, Alexander Shvedov,
Honoured Doctor of the Russian
Federation. By way of answering
my questions he took me to the
despatcher’s hall, where on big
panels signal lamps flashed period-
ically. A number of signal operat-
ors were sitting at a long desk facing
a telephone switch-board. On the
wall there was an electric chart of
Moscow, with illuminated fguies
denoting the number of ambulances
free at the substations.

In addition to the Central Am-
bulance Station the capital has
seven substations, and by 1960
there will be twelve. The majority of
the substations are situated at the
big hospitals—at Bo}kin, Rostokino
and other hospitals, Calls come
from all parts of the city for ambu-
lances to deal with all Kinds of
casts—a child falls from the second
storey and injures himself, there is
a case of poisoning at a chemical
plant, someone has a heart attack
n the street, a pregnant woman
faints, or an excited mother rings
for the ambulance for her child who
has swallowed a three-kopek coin.

Two Minutes

The signal operator takes down
the address and passes it on to the
despatcher. The latter presses a
bell which rings simultaneously in
the rooms of the doctors, the nurses
and the drivers, and an ambulance
leaves for its dastination in less than
iwo minutes.

““What is the procedure when you
get a more urgent call ?” I asked.

“Would you like to see ?"” asked

the head of the station.

In a couple of minutes we had
set off in his car. “Look over
there,” he said, “‘on the top of a
tall building at Krasnye Vorota,
you can sec Some aerials. That is
our central radio-despatching cen-
tre which functions right round the
clock.”
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Alexander Shvedov turned a
switch on the control panel, and
jmmediately we heard the voice of
the radio operator on duty.

Shvedov explained that a two-
way conversation between the radio-
despatching centre and the car can
be conducted at a range of 30-35
kilometres while a oneway order
from that centre to a car can be
picked up at a distance of as much
as 60 70 kilometres,

The Moscow Central Ambulance
Station and its branches handie
over 1,000 cases per 24 hours. Ex-
perienced doctors are required to
give rapid and qualified aid, so
only doctors with at least five years’
experience are allowed to work at
the ambulance stations.

Today the Moscow Central Am-
bulance Station employs 152 highly

_ skilled doctors and scores of nurses.

Staff

A doctor works six hours a day.
If he is on duty for 24 hours he
gets four days off. For good service
more than 100 doctors of the Cen-
tral Station have been decorated
with orders and medals, eight of
them having received the supreme

decoration of the Order of Lenin
The mail of thz station includes
scores of letters expressing gratitude
for the timely help given by its
staff.

When a doctor is call out on a
case he is informed of the closest
hospital to which he can escort his
patient. Every big Moscow hospi- .
tal has beds reserved to accommo-
date urgent ambulance cases. For
instance, the famous Sklifosovsky
Institute has 40 beds set aside
for ambulance cases.

The ambulance service, includ-
ing the subsequent treatment, is
provided free of charge at the ex-
pense of the state, which allocates
ample funds for medical services.
The budget of the Moscow Central
Ambulance Station alone is 22
million roubles, and oae can im-
agine the extent of the funds that
are used for ambulance services in
all the towvns and workers’ settle-
ments of the country.

Expert doctors, modern medical
instruments powerful cars of the
“7Z[{L” and “ZIM” types—every-
thing is provided to ensure that ra-
pid aid is given and precious human
lives saved from premature death,
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WEEK by WEEK
continued from page 538

he crossed over. And Gate Mudali-
yar Kariapper crossed oOver. But
he was not maae Chairman of the
Gal Oya Development Board. There
that's why we said it was wrong to
give credence to rumours,

However, Gate Mudaliyar Kari-
apper; as far as we can see, is not
inrerested in becoming Chairman
of the Gal Oya Development
Board. But in his recent speech at
Gal Oya he says ihat much could

. Not be expected of the Board when
its chief admpistrators were 200
miles away. Is it pernaps only a
¢incidence that Gate Mudaliyar
Kriapper lives only within 15 miles
of Gal Oya ? Gate Mudaliyar Kari-
apper all know is an honourable
mau. Ope cannot buy him over to
one’s Pany with the promises of
the Chairmanship of the Gal Oya
Dcvelopmgnt Board. And what if
he lives within 15 miles of Gal
Oya ? It doesn’t prove a thing,
Gaie Mudaliyar Kasiapper is only
interested in the peopie of this
couniry. And he is a true blooded
patriot. His son-in-law Mr. M M,
Mus.apha M.P. once said some-
thing about his father-in-law being
a turncoat and quite capable of
having been bought over for vaiu.
aoie considerauon. But al are
agreed it is nonsense. Which son-in-
law speaks weil of hjs father-in-law
especially when the father-in-law is
an honourabie man ?

January 5, 1957

GMOA .

The Government Medical Offi-
eers’ Association has done well in
reaching agreement with the Gov-
ernment on the main demands of
the As'sociation—-namely the abolj-
tion of private practice and the
readjustment of salary scales.

As we have commented on an
earlier occasion the struggle of the
G.M.0Q.A, was not for the winning
of cheap political victor.es, but for
something far more important. Now
that agreemem: has been reached
and the problem resolved we must
say it is a viciory for both the G M,
O.A. and the government, and no
side can crow about the victory to
the exclusion of the other,

The newspapers have alieady de-

- voted much space 10 the details of

the agreement that was reached and
it wovld not profit anyone very
much to iepeat the detais of the
agreement here.

Though the blocd and thunder
of the GMOA batle has died down,
many scars have been left on cer-

tain specialists who staged a jaste
minute struggle to Kkeep private
practice going for ever. Though
they have been given five years to
make ail the money tiey want us
part time government doctors, many
“spec.alisis” have lost reputation
and caste. Some of them, it is said,

in the past, had pretended they
were saintly creatures because they
claimed they did not take fees from
certain poor persons. The fact was
that these gentlemen could afford to
go easy on fees once a pariicular in-

* come tax margin was reached, and its

was also a good thing to have a re-
putation as one who did not extort
fees to convince Income Tax offici-
als that the rewurns sent in were
correct. '

But in the GMOA battle these
persons showed themselves in their
true colours. One specialist in parti-
cular seems to have waged a stern
battle, and today he is shown to be
a wolf in sheep’s clothing. He want-
ed the system of private practive
and chits, to continue but he had
so far hoodwinked everyb.dy into
the belief that he accepied only such
fees as thrust down his unwilling
throat. Scratch a ““specialist” and
you will get a shark.

AlP’s well that ends well, and it is
to be hoped that in the five-year
period some of the experts and
spec:alists will begin to realise that
money making is not everything in
life, even though we Live in a money
conscious era.




The press report that the British
Government is seeking to build a
new naval and air base in the
Maldive - Islands raises vital issuss
rot only for Ceylon, but all count-
ries in South East Asia. It is diffi-
cult to understand why Britain
needs military bases in the In‘ian
Ocean now. If sheis seeking to
build new landirg fields for the
passage of aircraft it would be un-
derstandable, but a naval and mili-
tary base sucn as the proposed one
in the Maldives seems out of place
in the modern era in Asia, [ the
age of colonialism, naval :nd mili-
tary bases in Asiatic countries may
have been inevitable, but when
practically all countries in this re-
gions are independent, it is strange
tkat Britain wanis to spend millions
to build new bases presumbly to
replace the one at Trincomalee.

The only inference which can be
drawn is that the British Govern-
ment is still clinging to its old poli-
cies of colonial supremacy. The
recent attempt to subjugate Egypt
once again by the force of armsfrom

the Cyprus base is clear indication

that Biitain has not yet .forsworn
jtsedic-hard colonial policies. What
other purpose could there be fora
base in the Maldives except to keep
countries like Ceylon, Malaya,
India and Burma under threat of
attack or military interference ?
Just as it was argued that the Suez
was the life line of Britain and that
the U.K. was justified in attacking
Egypt when Nasser natiopalised the
caral, a time may arise when the
British Goveinment may declare
that the sea routes converging on
Ceylon constituted the ““Life-line”
of Britain and launch an attack on
Ceylon if a Government should be
set up here waichdoes 'not please
Whitchall. From the experience of
Eg pt, it would seem that Tory
Bi1ain would recognise the political
Independence in her foimer colon-
jes and dependencies only when its
leaders acknowledge the economic
supremacy and the investments
o1 imperial England

In these circumstances, Ceylon
and all other couutries in duulil
East Asia should register a vigorous

_ protest aguinst the setting up of a

4

_cil started with a vengeance.
the Mayoral stakes was in full

P
o

military base in the Maldives. Ata
time when the Afrasian powers are
demanding the liquidation of - all
bases and military pacts, it is re-
grettable that Britain should seek to
build a new one in the Maldives.
This is a matter which must be
taken 1p pot only by the Colom-
bo Powers immediately but by all
the Bandung Powers

"MAYOR

When the United National Party.
‘swept the polls at the Colombo
Municipal Elections recently, Mr.
J. R. Jayewardena played the role
of the pradigal son to a nicety, and
claimed that the reformed party
would do its best to provide the
ratepayers of the city with an effi-
cient Municipal administration.

Frankly we were quite sceptical
of Mr. Jayewardena’s avowals, but
were willing to give the party elect-
ed by the people of the city a try.
We even imagined that the council-
lors elected would leave behind
them the bickerings that have come
to be associated with them, jettison
the mad rush for office, and get
down to the business of running
the Council efficiently. We admit
wWe were wWrong.

Hardly a week had passed when
the scramble for office in the Coun~
And

swing.

Candidates for the Mayoralty
and the Deputy Mayoralty placed
themselves in the hands of king-
makers, secret pacts were entered
into and broken overnight, and the
old buying and selling game started
anew. And once again the interests
of the thousands of ratepayers in
the city are .being sacrificed at the
altex of the seif-interest of a hand-
ful of politicians.

We can see no justification for

_ the proposal of the right-wing group

to elect a Mayor and Deputy Ma)yor
for each of the thre: years of the

- life of the Council. 1he Mayoral

term was fixed for a period of three
years, because it was felt that one
year was hardly sufficient to formu-
late a pian for the city and carry it
vut., Tne position of a Mayor as
chief executive of the Councilis such
that he can initiate a scheme and

© ° MALDIVES

® ° UNP MAYOR

carry it to fruition, with the sanct-
ion of the Council of course. But
the success of the scheme depends
to a large extent on the efforts  ©!
the Mayor, and the former ope year
term was found to be too short for
this purpose.

It was specifically because there
was a jumble of schemes, enthusias-
tically initiated but never complet-
ed that the Mayoral term of “three
years, was fixed. The proposal of
the U.N.P. group to have a Mayor
and Deputy Mayor for each of the
three years, is a ruseto circumvent
a very healthy provision of an ad-
ministration of the Council and
would reduce itto a farce. The
history of the United National
Party is repeating itself. It is no
secret that the party had on earlier
occasions adopted unfair tactics to
circumvent, even the law, failiag
which they changed the law. We
imagined and the Party itself pro-
mised that they would be good boys
in future. But they seem to be up
to the same old tricks again. :

The proposal of the right-wing
group, therefore, is a blitant betray-
al of the desire on the part of few
persons to hold office. Characteris-
ed by shamelessness and motivated
by self-interest, they stand exposed
before their electors, as a bunch of
power hungry politicians, who
though sworn  to look after the in-
terests of the ratepayers, are deter-
m ned to look after their owns

The political manoeuvres going
on behind the scenes are. remini-
scent of the uays which eventually
led to the appointment of & Bribery
Commission. Even the buying and
selling that goes on in the market
place looks cleaner than the buying
and selling that goes on among the
.members of the right-wing. group,
for office in the Council- How can
we expect a fair administration in
the Council, when those who are.in
charge of it, benave in this unscem-
ly fashion ? : g

Tue claim that the party has learnt
its lessuns from the defeat of April
1956 is o say the least, false. For
as soon as they were elected to
power, the lessons were forgotton
and they started dancing the same
jigs once again. e ey

continued on page 551
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1see no difference in principle
between the propriety (or is it not
impropriety) of the Minister of
Education sending an Admit Bear-
er chit to the hospital authorities
and the Minister of Health sending
a “*Transfer Bearer” °chit to the

education authorities. One stinks

as much as the other.

" . At least now the government and
all its Ministers should realise the
disastrous consequences of allowing
politicians to interfere in the admi-
nistration of the government de-
partments. The rot has set in, and
is eating fast into the administra-
tion, and soon we wiil have a rot-

“ten public service.

It is foreseeing tbis perhaps that
‘all the more responsible newspapers
like the Ceylon Daily News, the
‘Ceylon Observer and the Morning
‘Times campaigned in their columns
'and editorially that interference by
politicians in - the administration
‘of the public service must cease.
The Tribune, too, in its own way,
{condemned in unmistakable terms
'the pernicious practice and called
upon the Prime Minister to puta
bhalt to au ocratic action on the part
.of the politicians.

But the Times of Ceylon has for
some reason or the other taken up
' an indifferent attitude towards all
‘this, Sometime ago the Morning
' Times waged a relentless war again-
st the “Admit Bearer’ chit system
which was prevalent in the” General
Hcspital. Both 1o news stories
which they hunted out from the
General Hospital, and in their
editorial columns they performed
a useful service towards maintain-
ing a clean and impartial hospital
administration. But the Times of
Ceylon which I find “‘normally takes
over atories from the Morning
Times" did not touch these siories
concerning the Minister of Healtb,
and her Ministry, even with a barge
pole. Even the Observer, took over
" 1these stories and worked on them
_but they weie not gooa enough for
the Times of Ceylon, the sister news-
paper of the Morning Times.

" "Then came the sony spectacle
(on which I had commented mm an
earher igsue) of the Times of
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‘nalistic shop.

@
Ceylon holding aloft a torch for the
Minister of Health as far as the
G. M. O. A. was concerned. Mad
stories of doctcrs being imported
from Chira, Russia, Germany and
Timbuctoo*were put into the mouth
of the Minisier of Health ard an
attempt was made to break the
strike of 1he G.M.O.A., even be-
fore it was launched. .

I gave the benefit of all my doubts
10 the Times of ¢ eylon, and thought
that the Times of Ceylon had good
reason for not backing the G.M.
O.A. in its demands, and fur not
taking over the *“Admit Bearer”
chit system stories.

Until he other day when the
Ceylon Observer, published the top
story of the row between the Minis-
ter of Health and the Minister of
Education, I was prepared to be
generous, My friend, Sherlock
Holmes, was at the Educatjon
Ministry at the time of the incid-
ent and saw for himself two Times
of Ceylon reporters and the Ceylon
Observer reporter, collecting the de-
tails of the story. Later in the
evening the Ceylon Observer catti-
ed in its late edition a banner head-
line story of the row, and the Times
of Ceylon carried the same story in
one paragraph at the botiom of the
firsi page, in an inconspicuous cor-
per. I cannot imagire thata top

‘yewsman like the Editor of the

Times of Ceylon would have failed
to see a good story when he saw
one, And the only conclusion I
am left with, is that the Minister
of Health is specially “looked after”

. by the Times of Ceylun. The why

and the wherefore, please do not
ask me. All I know is that the
Minister is a protected animal.

I know I have been talking jour-
But 1 wouid like to
see our dailies taking an indep end-
ent stand on all ‘mauters that come
before them. The Tribune does,
and it expects all other papers tuv
do so. Another matter that keeps
puzzling me is why the Editor in-
Chief of the Times of Ceylon Ltd.
who I suppose is in a position of
authority vis-a. vis the Editor of the
Times of Ceylon cannot take to
task persons responsible for lapses

N
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LICENCE

* of the type I have mentioned above.
Or is the designation Editor-in-
Chief merely a nominal one? -

To get back to wherc I started
from, interference in all matters of
public service by politicians is be-
coming more the rule than the ex-
cepiion. The Prime Minister must
cry halt to this non-ense before it is
too late, or else he will have to face
the sorry situation of seeing the
complete collapse of the public
service.

Nationalisation

Last week’s Sunday Observer
pubtished the draft Transport Bill,
It was a scoop, but it is not about
the scoop nor the merits of the Bill
1 wish to discuss in this note. What
worries me is some information
which has been brought tome b
Sheriock Holmes. -

The Tribune sleuth assures me
that even thougn the Transport Bill
is still not law and though the
Transport Board is still n embryo,
certain persons have been ‘“‘engag-
ed 1o do some work’ which arises
only 1n a nationalised transport
service. How these peisons came to
be appointed now 1s the question
which Sherlock Hoimes wishes 1o
raise ? i

Were these posts advertised ? Is
this method of getting persons to
do ‘*‘transport’’ work now a sure
reptitious way of smuggling certain
persons into the employ of the
Transport Board when it is set up ?
Once these *‘experts’” are in tue
Transport section now, would it not
be easy to incorporate them 1nto
the staff of the new Transport
Board ?

The two persons alleged to be
now employed by the Transport
authorities are an engineer and an
accountant. The engineer, though
fully qualified, 13 now an old and
infirm man, woilst the greatest virtue
of the accountant seems to be that
he is of the same “‘oreed’ as an im-
poriant VIP 1n the Deparument,

I do not know whether these two
g-nilemen are doing some voiuntary
and hooorary work 1n Lhe iransport

continued on page 346
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continucd from page 545

department, but if they are being
permitted to do this, for them to
qualify tor selection to the new
Transport Board staff — well, it is
something about which there should
be vigorous protest.

Licence Mystery

Another mystery which the Trans-
port Department has set the public
is the size of the 19*7 Revenue
Licence for motor vehicles I re-
ceived my licence afew days ago
and I found that it was far larger
than the normal licence holder I
have used all these years, What was
the need for enlarging the size of
the revenue licence ?

The only reason which has been
suggested is that some importer of

liccnce holders stands to benefit |
_ greatly.

All the old ho'des are

" rendered useless without any warn-

ing. But what is significant is that
only one particular importer seems
to bave had advance information
about the change in the size of (he
licence and scems 1o have obtained
stocks in time for tle 1957 licens-
ing pe-ivd. My nquiries r:veal that
one 1mporter has been ab e to steal
a march over everybody els:.

What really is the racker? If
there is tome logical 1eason for en-
larging the size of the licence (like
wanting more space 10 Wwrite parti-
culars about the vehicle), then why
was not sufficient notice given about
the change, so that at leastall im
porters could have imported them ?
How was 1t that only one importer
had this special pr.vlege of know-
ing in time that there was to be
a change in the size ? Why were
motorists not notified ? Why are
they being penalised in this way ?
There js something strange and my-
sterious in the way the |ransy ort
Department seems +0 be functioning

these days !
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Crisis
Ahead

continued from first page.

- any National Plan for economic

development. And if the Govern-
ment concentrates on drawing up a
proper National Plan without any
delay, the tension and disharmony
which exist owing to the stagnant
economic structure of this island
will tend to ease. When sucha Plan
is implemented, the tensions will
disappear.

Interference

Instead of concerted and coherent
action by the Cabinet asa whole,
the country today is witnessing the
miserable spectacle of every Minis-
ter operating as a Prime Minister.
Every Minister in his individual
capacity seeks to solve all the pro-
biems of the country. There is no
doubt that the problem of bureau-
cracy — a hangover from the past
— is very acute, but this cannot be
set right through Ministerial inter-
ference- in transfers through chits
and the like. An entire nation and
an entire machinery of bure ucratic
government cannot be changed by
individualistic and anarchic acts of
petty interference by Ministers on
behalf of menand women they
know.

In the days of the UNP, Minice
ters and their friends confined their
corrupt practices and interference
strictly to matters of high finance.
Import quoias, export licences, ex-
change control permits birthday and
new year honours, distinguished
citizensh'p, residence permits and
the like were. the favours which
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were bought and sold for a con-
sideration. The high and mighty in

the UNP interfered only rarely, and
that covertly in the transfers of

teachers and others in the so-called
lower rungs of the social hierarchy.
The UNP koew tte gentle art of
securing the 1ight transfers and

continued on page 551
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POWER VACUUM

The most significant news of
* international importance for the
New Year is the Eisenhower-Dulles
plan to seck military dominarce of
the Middle East. Following the
withdrawal of the British and
French troops from the Suez, Dul-
les after a meeting of NATO, prop-
pounded the thesis of US determ-
ination to resist the expansion of
““international communism’’ in the
Middle East. This line was strongly
advocated by die-hard Vice-Presid-
ent Nixon, and was a little later
supported by Eisenhower.

Balaraman, writing to the Ma-
dras Hindu from Washington oa
January 7, described the situation
in the following terms :

*“The U.S. Government’s announ-
cement that it is assuming respons-
ibility for preventing any Soviet
thrust into the Middle East, militar-
ily in case of overt Soviet Aggress-
ion and economically through ex-
panded aid to thwart Communist
infiltration and subversion, conti-
nues to be exaggerated here as a
~ new Eisenhower doctrine, but
there is really nothing new about
it; it is only a reaffirmation of a
policy which the United States has
been following since the days of
~ Mr. Truman in Europe and South-
East Asia. If there is anything spe-
cial about it, it 13 perhaps the emp-
hasis that this policy is applicable
to the Middle East, too, and se-
condly, that the seal of approval by
Congress is being sought for it by
the President.”

He emphasised that no details
had been worked out as to how
this policy was to be implemented,
but that it was stressed by State
Department officials that the US
would always work through the
United Nationas. After comment-~
ng on the fact that action through
he United Nations would be un-
ikely in view of the Russian veto
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and the fact that the majority of
the Afrasian countries would vote
with the communist bloc to prev-
ent a two-thirds majority, Balara-
man went on to say :

“1J,N, Members, howeyer, const-
der all this as largely hypothetical
because they discount any possibil-
ity of overt Russian aggression. In
their opinion subversion and infil-
tration are the real problems there
not aggression and they find no
new answer for it in the so called
Eisenhower doctrine.

“Political commentators think the
reason why Washington has had to
reaffirm its already existing policy
so grandiloquently now as some-
thing new is because some of the
Prcsident’s recent statements and

- the position taken by America on

Suez could have created the mista?
ken impression abroad, specially in

W

For

'

!

Russia, that Mr. Eisenhower 18 4

pacifist and neutralist and will not
do anything dynamic to check "the
Sovjet if it meant risking war, nor
take any action outside the United
Nations. Such an impression, it is
feared, might result in the Soviet

. miscalculating American intentions

and makirg some move which
may eventually lead to war.”

Britain

Ia Britain, the reaction to Eisen-
hower’s proposal seems to be acidic
in spite of the fact that men like
Gaitskell have rushed to welcome
the pronouncement.  Shelvankar
writing to the Madras Hindu on
Jgnuary 2, described the situation
thus :

“The welcome that has been ac-
corded here to the reported new
American moves with regard to the
Middle East is a half hearted and
sceptical welcome, and running
through it is an urdercurrent of
resentment as well.

“There is resentment because, as
the British see it, if Americans had
adopted some such position earlier,
the course of events in the Middle
East would have been very different
and Britain would have been spared
the humiliations and setbacks of
the recent months. Besides, there
is a deep-rooted conviction here
that America was responsible in

. continued on page 548
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the first place for creating a power
vacuum in the Middle East by
using ber influence to oust Britain
and France from that area. Britain,
it is said, had all along been urging
America to change its policy and if
her advice had been heeded, the
present situation need never have
arisen,

“Now that Washington appears

' to have decided to step into the

i

Middle East in a big way, the move
is generally interpreted here as an
American attempt to take over the
Middle East, which Bntain and
France had hitherto controlled. A
typical comment is the cartoon in
one of the morning papers to-day
which depicts Mr. Eisenhower, Mr.
Dulles and Mr. Nixon all wearing
.bhe uniforms of British ‘Empire-

£

builders’ and leading*an army into
the Middle East, protesting all the
while, “but we of course are strict-
ly non-colonial.” Nevertheless, the
prospect of establishment of Ame:
rican domination in the Middle
East is hailed with relief, since it
is considered at least to bs a gua-
rantee that British and European
oil supplies would not be allowed
to fall into Russian hands”

However, in spite of the fact that
US has decided to throw in her lot

with the Western Powers in the
Middle East, there seems to be a
great deal of doubt in Britain whe-
ther this plan of Eisenhower can
be implemented without the US
joining the Baghdad Pact.

India

Opinion in India is very much
against the new Eisenhower plan
for the Middle East. Papers like
the Hindu as early as January 3
had editorially hinted that the US
plan would only strengthen war
blocs like the Baghdad Pact and

not help to stabilise peace o the
Middle Esst,

-Premier Nehru has set out the
position very c¢learly when he dec-
lared at the Congress Sessions on
Sunday that the power vacuum in
West Asia resulting from the with-
drawal of British influence must be
Jilled by the “strength and progress™
of the countries in the region. Any
attempt by any outside power to fill
the vacuum was fraught with the
grealest danger to the peace of the
world,

Nehru further emphasised that
any attempt to fill the power va-
cuum in any area by outside milit-
ary force would only invite other
powers to join the race to increase
their own influence in that area. It
would solve no problem.

The Baghdad Pact powers are
the only countries which have wels
comed the Eisenhower plan for the
Middle East (or West Asia, as
Nehru calls the area). Moscow and
Peking have condemned it in no
uncertain terms as colonialism un-

der a new garb.
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DAHANAYAKE

continued fiom page 540

him to recommend them for this
white-collar job or the other, and
invariably in view of these subjects
their applications are turned down.
These youths, he said, are becom-
ing frustrated and can very well be
- a source of great danger to this

country. One cannot blame them. :

One* has only to blame the sloppy
educational system of Dahanayake,
There is no diversification or bifur-
cation — those much promised ones.
Thfa present government is perpet-
raung and perpetuating the mis-
deeds of its predecessor — in much
greater degree. Communal segre-
gation of students, which has now
become a permanent feature in our
schools, will leave an ineradicable
1mprint in the minds of the genera-
tions to come. There cannot be
any unity among a people, to whom
when young, the idea of separatism
was infused by the compartmentali-
sation of them into various langu-
age streams. Heads of schools are
ordered — often by telephone — to
permit withdrawn candidates to sit
for public examinations. Merit is no
more to be a deciding factor in exa-
minations for Government Scholar-
ships — perhaps this examination,
for a start! Their award is to be
On a communal ratio. Discipline
and goodwill among teacher and
taught are now mere memories of
the past. Respect for each other
and respect for authority are no
more to be. There are already in-
dications of them — in the public
life of this country. Though bache-
lors are no good judges of women,
the bachelor Minister has thought.
it fit to go contra to all canons
of customary courtesy to decree
that It was immoral for girls
t0  high - jump - notwithstanding
the advice sought by him
aqd ,8lven by the leading
Girls’ Schools “in Colombo, His
coup de grace was his suggestion
1o have interpreters in the Univer-
sity Lecture room (thoalkayas) who
will make better court jesters than
the Minister himself, If these are an
earnest of things to come, the peo-
ple may well live in hope and die
in despair. Is he not actually help-
ing the people to slide into the
bottomless pit of national destruct-
100 - never 1o rise again? His
concern for his community seems
to rob his t!mught of its logic. Ap-
parently, his office in Slave Island
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is a loony bin o think up all these

novel thoughts of reform. 1t will
be idle to pretend that the educat-
ional ship is sailing smoothly. The
people cannot easily forget his
hideous attempt at Jowering the
the educational standards in this
country i to level down the best to

the worst schools. It will hang on °

them like a vulture. He 'who has
loosed the horrors upon the unborn
generations, will before long feel
the shattering strokes of just re-
tribution when our schools turn
out every year into the world
thousands of students who are real-
ly half-baked but who will claim
to be educated (and demand not
jobs on land but in stream-lined
offices only to swell the ranks of the
unemployed) who, Dahanayake has
this week discovered, will be pow-
erful enough to turn the Govern-
ment out of office. And the remedy?
His remedy is worse than the dis-
ease ! !

One is astonished by the velocity
of change that has characterised the
thinking of this man Dahanayake,
When one adds up all that has
overtaken Dahanayake in recent
months, it is difficult to believe
that this one-time great hope of
our country, who could very well
have been a good link between the
various communities inhabiting
this fair Isle, is doing all the dam-
age to its educational and social
structure. It is a curious turn of
fate’s wheel that Dahanayake is to-
day described by the same attribu-
tes with which he qualified his pre-
decessors in office : clown, mental
pervert, mad-hatter and so on. It
cannot be gainsaid that those who
call him so are less national minded
or that they are less enthusiastic
about their community’s cause.

Achievements

A few weeks ago a Sunday news
paper featured a newsstory in its
front page giving prominence to
Dahanayake as having recounted
his record of the ten best achieve-
ments since assuming office. To
quote a few from memory, the
most number of cartoons he has
appeared in; the most number of
times he has hit banner head-
lines etc. To say the least, they are
the nebulous expressions of a hazy
mind. No recent issue of the Punch
would have amused their readers
as much as this one. It is sajd that
wisdom grows with age! Dahana-
yake is an exception to the rule. His

continued on page 550
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Dahanayake
continued from page 549
political degeneracy has set in
even before he has begun to age, in
the little wards of his mind he has
an exaggerated view of his abilities.
He is unmir.dful of the advice and

suggestions of educationists who . .

see educational problems at first
hand. Instead, for the first time in
the history of parliamentary dem >-
cracy in this country, a Mini .2t
took the unusual step of himseIf
summarily dismissing one of his
chief advisors: the head of an impor-
tant department under him, a mat-
ter beyond his purview. Al his ac-
tions and activities are definitely in-

imical to the future well-being of

this country. His cussedness and
perversity can only bring ruin to
the country. Almost any school-
boy with preterce to a classical
edueation will be familiar with the

I

«Cities will not cease from troubles
Till philosphers become kings.”

This man who claims to bea
nationalist should first learn the
rudiments of nationalism - should
first learn what nationalism is. He
Jittle knows that nationalism of his
brand is like fire. It can be a des-
tructive torch spreading havoc and
misery. We have all seen what
happens when nationalism is ex-
pressed in the form of Nazism and
Fascism and rulers fan its flames
to divert attention from their own
misrule. The cynical advice which
Shakespear’s King Henry IV gave
on his death bed to his son :

*Therefore, my Henry

Be it thy course to busy giddy
minds

with foreign quarrels.”

The local equivalent of this fore-
ign quarrel is the internal one, com-

fied himself to be the head of a
coterie of individuals who in their
lucid intecvals think they can beat
all the people all the iime with

. this communal big stick, setting up

one community against another.
Their day of reckoning is at hand,
and they will soon recatise the folly
of their misguided enthusiasm.

It is said that “* Those whom the
gods seek to destroy they first make
mad”. Perhaps that is just what is
happening in Dahanayake's case.

With apologies to Dryden this
may well® serve as Dahanayake’s
epitaph: |

“Stiff in opinion, always in the
wrong

Was everything by starts and
nothing long

And in the course of one re-
volving moon

Was chemist, statesman and

Greek ssyng: munalism. Dahanayake has quali- -4 _b_uﬂ’odu.”
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Comment

continued from page 544

A Sunday Observer news story
said: “The Mayoral election this
year promises to be entirely a party
affair played according to party
rules. There will be no dark horses
and no last minute throat cutting
once the issue is decided on January
15 at which meeting Sir John Kote-
lawala will preside I was assured
bv the High Commadd of the
U.N,P. that there will be no ““Gre-
* ros” this year.

A heavy responsibility rests with
the U.N.P. leaders, If they are to
confirm their claim that the U N.P,
is a reformed party this is thei
chance. Merit and merit alone
should decide the claim for the
Mayoralty and Deputy Mayoralty.
Compromises and  appeasement
should be rejected and the interests
of the ratepayers of the city should
be consulied and placed foremost

%

Then, and thef only will we beli-
eve that the U.N,P. has undergone
a welcome metamorphorsis, Then,

and then only will the people gain
confidence in the persons in whom
they have placed their trust. Then,
and then only will we have a clea
city in every sense of the word.

Crisis
Ahead

continued from page 546

obtaining admission to hospitals for
their privileged friends without rais-
ing a hornet’s nest.

But the MEP which came to
power on the revolt of the middle
classes against the age-old suore-
macy of feudal aristocracy aad the
“new rich” created by European
colonial commercialism, seem to be
concerned only with transfers of
teachers and admissions to hospi-

|
b
|

There is no doubt that the swabas
sha teacher and the hospital patient
of the lower income brackets have
suffered grievously at the hands of
the bureaucrat in our officials and
doctors. Instead of fighting the
system which gives rise to burean-
cracy and inequality, instead of
working out fundamental solutions
to permanent problems, the MEP
Cabinet seems to think that if they
interfere in a few transfers and
shout aloud about official high-
handedness, the spots in our bur-
eaucratic leopards will disappear.
If they do not realise anything else,
it is time they do know that the
UNP and the enemies of the MEP
will lose no opportunity to discredit
the Government Newspapers which
were silent in the days of the UNP
will expose all stories of MEP
Ministerial interference,

The future is blevk if the Govern=
mert does not immediately recognise

. the writing on the wall about the

impending economic crisis and the
racial and relicious tensions which
are likely to burst soon and formu-
late policies which will build national
unity and further economic develop-

ia t1:  ision, | tals, ment,
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