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"WARNING

STORM AHEAD

Prime Minister Bandaranaike and his Cabinet collea-

gues seem to be torally oblivious to the fact that a storm of

great magnitude, stemming from the racial chauvinism let
loose by the MEP, is brewing. Unless the Government imm-
ediately reverses its policy on language with suitable amend-
ments in the Official Language Act, and proclaims a comprehen-
sive Charter of Fundamental Rights, a catastrophe such as has
never been known before will envelop this island.

Already the writing has appeared
on the wall. In the North and
East there is open defiance of the
law with even a Municipal Council
deciding to make a mockery of ‘a
Central Government law on motor
numberplates. This defiance of the
law is backed by a whole commu-
mity and daily it is becoming
‘more and more difficult for Gov-
-ernment to enforce the law on this
‘matter. Mass prosecutions of
~motorists in the North and East
-will now only add fuel to the flamss
of discontent. 2
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In Trincomalee, a Tamil was

shot and nine others -injured be-
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cause they dared to unfurl a Black
Flag in protest against the policies
of the Government. It is the inali-
enable right of every person in a
democracy to protest as long asitis
within the law. The Tamil man in
Trincomalee has much right as the
Sinhalese in Colombo to demons-
trate against the Government. But
for a fanatic to be roused to use a
gun to shoot at demonstratorsis a
sign and symptom that the seeds of
chauvinism sown bythe MEP is bear-
ing fruit. .

BOYCOTT

Chauvinists among the MEP are
said ‘to ‘be planning to boycott
Tamil shops in Southern towns.
They also want a boycott of the
Jaffna cigar. What these gentlemen
do not realiseis that such action will
Treate certain repercussions in the
plantation  districts in the Up-
country. A boycott of the Sinhalese
owned shops in all the plantation
towns by the Tamil workers on
the surrounding estates will bring
ruin and bankruptcy to the big
business houses which have been

“built up by enterprising low-country

traders from Ambalangoda, Galle
and Matara in the up-country.
_A total boycott of the betel leaf by
.over 500,000 adult Tamil workers
‘in_the plantations will ruin the
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batel-growing industry - in the
Gampaha, Mirigama and Attanagala
areas. On a conservative estimate
over 2 1/2 million betel leaves ‘are
consumed every day in the 'Hill
Country by Tamil workers and'a
‘boycott, such as the one which
took place in 1939, will hit the.
betel grower, the transport agent
and the boutique keeper: ?

It is time that. that the Prime
Minister and the Cabinet - realised
that the gulf between the Tamils
in the North and- East and those
in the Up-country, which ,the
British had artificially created and
which had beeun cleverly maintained
and developed by the Senanayake

, tradition, has now been bridged.

Even the Ceylon. Demociatic
Congress led by Thondaman, which
only last week pleaded with Goy-
ernment to summon a Round Table
Conference to settle the communal
tension for the sake of national
unity and economic progress, has
clearly moved to a position of close
fraternal relationship with different
organisations in the North, Ata
meeting in Jaffna last week-end,
Thondaman, according to - press
reports, had declared that Tamil-
speaking peoples in . Ceylon, wher-
ever they were living, constituted -
one community with
interests and traditions. The Tami] °
worker in the plantation, the Tami]
tradesman in Batticoloa; the Tami]
lawyer in Colombo and  the: Tamij]
doctor in Jaffna all- belonged to the
same community, he declared, and -
stated that unity among them was
needed to secure their legitimate
rights as . inhabitants. - of. _this
istand.  He ' emphasised that
such unity among ' the Tamil-

continued on page 615
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The visit of Chou En-lai has
had a tremendous impact on the
peonle of this country, and the
Joint Statement on Panch Sila and
Friendshin has international signi-
ficance which will be recognised in
all the capitals of the world. The
call for another Afrasian Confere-
ne and the condemnation of
the Power Vacuum theory for the
Middle East (the Eisenhower-Dnl-
les doctrine) are consistent with
the current line of all eountries
which refuse to be drawn .into any
of the hot or cold war bloos,
It is also imnortant to recognise
that whilst the Commmnist coun=-
tries, mainly on the initiativs of
Chou En-lai, have won a large
seement of the nautral and uncom-
mitted world towards the policy
of Panch Sila and Peace, the Wes-
tern world is still inclined to ride
the hieh horse and sesk only
satellites willing to nlay a suhser-
vient role on the hasis of military
aid and economic charity. Nnot
many countries todav, however,
are keen abount following in the
footsteps of Svaman Rhee and
Chiang Kai Shek. .

Apart from this Joint Statement,
Chou En-lai as one of the lesend-
ary heroes of the Chinese Com-
munist Movement not only drew
vast crowds of ordinary peonle
wherever he apneared but he also
stirred the imaeination of sections
which have traditionally shown the
greatest hostility to everything
associated with Communism. Chou
En-lai too by his manner won
the hearts (and in many cases, the
minds also) of a veiy large num-
ber of people he met and before
whom he appeared.

The only regret about the whole
visit was that it was strictly con-
fined to the Sinhalese  areas. Tt
was ‘in “every wav .a Sinhalese
welcome. Tt is-reliably learnt that
although Chou En-lai had expres-

sed a desire to see Gal Oya, the -

program which was: chalked out

-

for him did not take him beyond

Kandy in the Hill conntry ‘and
Polonnaruwa in the Dry- Zone.
The attempt by. the Government
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to equate the Ceylonese people
to the Sinhalese community alone
will add to the division which
has already grown between the
Sinhalese and Tamils ever . since
the MEP launched its short-sichted
chauvinistic policy on language
de jure aund religion de facto.

An astute observer of political
affairs like Chou En-lai is not
likely to havz missed tha signifi-
-cance of the bovcott of Indepen-
dence Day by the Tamils, and
the fact that one of the *“docu-
ments” which the Chinese staff
accomnanying Chou obtained was
the entire Hansard on the lanaua-
ge dsbate is not withoat signifi-
canza. Chou’s renlies to N. M.
Perera on the qusstions of national
minoritiess ani his asking for

informition about ths Tamil lan. .

guags from ths Archsolozical Com-
missiner on s22ing a thraz-lanziiz:
signoard (a relic of th trilinzual
past) at Sigiriyy is morz thaa clear
indication that if th: M3P wantzi

of them.

» *to tell fairy tales to Chou he is’ﬁ
not likely to have swallowed any®™:

o'
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Boycott

Whilst there was rejoicing and
celebration in thz Sinhalese areas.
( one d>es not know how euthusia-
stiz it would have bz2en without
Chou En-lai), the Tamil areas seem
to have had an effective demon-
stration in a number of ways"
against the present policy of the
Government on the national mino-
rities. There were, however, two
occurences one of which was really
unfortunate, which reflects the
trend of affairs in these areas.

In Jaffna, G. G. Ponnamabalam

“who had sought to maintain his

one-timz leadarship of the Tamils
by suzgasting som2 lineof astion
contrary to what the Federalists
wanted, was “manhandled” in the
Grand Bazaar in Jaffna, and he
and his friends had to beat a re-
treat. Whilst the Federalists want-
ed a hartal of shops on February 4
to mark the boycott, Ponnambalam
wanted the shops open bzcause he
argusd that the 4th was a Shop Act
compulsory holiday and that the best
way of dzfying the Governm:2nt was
to break the law by opzning the

continued on page 607
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GYPSUM - |

1955 TENDER

We publish the findings of
our investigator Sherlock
Holmes about the gypsum
purchases forthe K.K.S. Ce-
ment Factory. Thissweek he
deals mainly with the 1955
tender, and in next week’s
article he will deal with the
1956 tender and contracts.

What is gypsum, and why is it
important 1n the manufacture of
ceulent ! lhis was toe [nst gues-
tion waoich suggested itseif tome when
ldeciaed to get as muchiniormation
as 1 could aoout the gypsum *‘scan-
dal’™ 1n regard to the mankesanturai
Cement vy orks,

Tine chemical term for gypsum
is Calcium Sulphate Dehyurate .
Gypsum . 1s found 1n mnes mixed
up with bard rock and this 1s
known as ‘‘rock gypsum’. It
18 also lound in tue crystalline
state, maiuly arisitlg as a Dy-
pioduct ol tue sait mnausiry. Lue
best Known commercial deposits of
gypsudl are 1n Lyprus, Sicily, rakis-
tan, inaia and Caing, out e most
easiy avaiavle supply bas so far
been irum Cyprus.

Gypsum 1s used to the extent of
about 5% In the manufacture of
cement. 1t is used to control what
is tecanically described as *‘the ini-
tial setiing ume of the cement”’.
What s means, as 1 discovered,
can be put m tus way : if gypsum
were not used, the cement wouid
solidity and set too soon, and 1is
use 1or coasiruction purposes would
become unpracucdnic and 1mpossi-
bi€.

Kankesan cement is manufac-
tured according 1o toe grnasn stand-
ard DdpeculCauvns.  dawupies are
senl mouiuty IOr tests dud it has
always veen Iound Lnal Kankesad
cement had excecded the wunumum
Speclilcalions oy a subsiantial mar-
gih. uvne reason for tne high qua-
ity of the Kankesan cement, it 1S
said, was due to wie wisisience on
high qualliy maieridass 10 e manu-
laclure; aiaa oue sucu is waierial
Wds gypsuul, LiuC maudbesailldidl
facwoiy  has
Puiily 10 e gypsuio 1t
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used.

wauled a Y4.0%

With : the result this Kankesan
cement has been used for the high-
est quality constructional works by
leading engineering firms which
have undertaken contracts in Cey-
lon. It has been found that Kan-
kesan cement is specially useful in
the making of, reinforced concrete
and pre-stressed concrete. Kanke-
san cement has been used in the
construction of the Nalanda Dam,
the Colombo Port Scheme, Kalatu-
wewa, Mahayangana Restoration,
the Dalada Maligawa extensions
and the like,

Cyprus

The gypsum supplies for the Kan-
kesanturai factory from the earliest
days were obtained from Cyprus.
1his was probably done on the re-
commendation of the Consulting
Engineers. The factory started pro-
duction in 1950 and from that time
gypsum was obtained from Cyprus
onatender basis. It would be un-
necessary to go back to the old
tenders, except to mention that up
to 1954, there were no specifications

supulated in the tenders which call- °

ed for the supply ol gypsum, except
that it should be “rock gypsum fit

" a bulk sam

By SHERLOCK HOLMES

for cernent manufacture”. As the
soutce of supply was Cyprus, the
quality of the gypsum was good;
for, materials from thatisland have
a consistency of over 95% purity on
ing basis. 1t was only
after 1954 (really it was in the 1955
tender) that specincations like the
92.5% gypsum purity, size of the
crush and the like were stipulated.

Before proceeding to examine the
1955 tender, it is necessary to ment-
ion that for the sake of somebody’s
convenience (not the benefit of the
Kankesanturai Factory or the econo-
mics of cement manufacture in Cey-
lon), the tender called for a price
which was c.i.f. Colombo orec. i. f.
K.K.S. Why it struck no person to
purchase the gypsum f.o0.b. the
port of origin is one of those
mysteries  which mneed  probing ?
The question becomes significant
Jor this reason. Most, if not
all producer-suppliers quote only
f.0.b. Only middlemen, brokers and
professiona{ tenderers quote c.i.f. In
the period before 1955, there were
a large number of quotations from
Cjprus, Pakistan, Tientsin and other
places, on an f.0.b, basis. None of
these tenders were ever considered,
but if they were and the shipping had
been arranged by the Government of
Ceylon or the Department of Indus-
tries, the cost of gypsum landed at

continued on page 604
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1955 Tender
continued from page 603

the factory would have been consider-
ably cheaper than the prices stipu-
lated by the successful middiemen. 1tis
known 1hatthe f.0.b. price of gypsum
ex a Cyprus port was no more than
Rs. 40 to Rs. 50, a ton whilst the mid-
dleman’s tender price was in the
region of Rs. 105 to Rs. 120.

1955 Tender

The way the 1955 tender was
handled and executed is a perfect
illustration of the unnecessarily high
price the factory paid for gypsum
because it obtained its supplies
through middlemen. The lowest
tenderer for the 1955 contract was
for supply from South India, and
the price was Rs 75a tondelivered at
KKS port. The tender of this sup-
plier, a Mr. N. S. Ponnampalam, if
my information is correct, was
accepted, but he could not make
delivery as he was unable to obtain
the necessary export licenses. The
tender thereupon went to the next
lowest bidder — CEYLON IM-
PORT & EXPORTS COMPANY.
The supply was from Cyprus, and
the price quoted was Rs 112 a ton,
if the Government opened the Let-
ter of Credit and Rs. 120a ton if
the tenderer opened the Credit. The
Government of Ceylon, * (really the
Ministry of Industries and the De-
partment of Industries), acckpted
the tender atRs 112 delivered at
KKS port. Then a number of inex-
plicable things happened, and 1 have
not been able todiscover thereason
for these occurences. <

The Government of Ceylon open-
ed aLetter of Credit in May 1955
for £ 30,205 for 5000 tons rock
gypsum at 121 shillings a ton deli-
vered at KKS port (c.i.f. K.K.5.)
This price works out at about Rs 80
a ton. The Letter of Credit was in
favour of the MINING and TRAD-
ING CORPORATION, Limassol,
Cyprus. Shortly after this credit
was opened, the teaderer was able
to pursuade the Department of In-
dustries that highter freight charges
would have to be met and a further
£ 1,500 credit was opened. It is
significant that whereas the Letter
of Credit was opened in the middle
of May, the contract between the
Government of Ceylon and the
successtul tenderer was not signed
until July 9, 1955. Thecontract was
between the Permanent Secretary
of the Ministry of Industries and
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the twe Bartners of CEYLON AND .

EXPORTS COMPANY, viz. Don
Charles Wijewardena (the deceased
husband of the Hon. Mrs. Vimala
Wijayawardena) and Joseph de

Abrew Wijesinghe. The lone witness °

to this contract was a Mr. R. Dal-
pathadu, and he plays a heroic role
in some of the contracts signed
after the Corporation came into
existence.

Contract

I do not know whether there was
any preceding contract on the
strength of which the Government
opened the Letter of Credit, or whet-
her it was because of the confidence
the Director of Industries hadin the
tenderer that he requested the
Treasury to open the Letter of Cre-
dit telegraphically through the Bank
of Ceylon. This is one of the mat-
ters to which I have not been able

. to get an answer, nor have 1 the

answer as to why the extra £ 1,500
was credit was opened. Was this a
new price increase, or was it out of
the sum that was to be paid to the
tenderer at this end? This is an-
other question which somebody
having access to the official files
alone can answer.

The gypsum on this contract was
brought to Kankesnaturai in two
ships — BIRGIITE SKOU and
the. BREIDABLIK — in September
and October 1955. The first ship
was said to have brought 2520 tons

and the secend ship 2303 tedl,
making a total of 4820 tons. This
quantity is the amount which the
tehderer claimed to have delivered,
at KKS but the factory authorities
had stated that they actually receiv-
ed only 4700 tons in their stores.
As soon as the gypsumneared KKS,
the tenderer recewved payment in
Ceylon of Rs 63,000 and Rs 50,000
respectively. A dispute later arose
over the snort weignt of 128 tons,
but after legal advice was sought
from the Attorney General inregard
to the contract, Government paid
over Rs 13,000 as the final balance
to the tenderer. The fenderer was
therefore paid over Rs 130,000 for
the trouble he tookin acting as a
middleman for obtaining the gyp-
sum trom a source from which tae
Department ot Industries had ob-
tained supplies from 1950 (always
through middleman). It must be
also mentioned that the sum of Rs
13,000 is said to have been written
off as a loss because no correspond-
ingquantity of gypsum to cover this
amount was received inthe factory.

It must be also mentioned that
these two ships BIRGITIE SKOU
and the BREIDABLIK were char-
tered by the Ceylon Shipping Lines
for the principals in Cyprus, Viz the
MINING AND TRADING COR-
PORATION of Limassol. It Is
known that there were f. o. b.
quotations from Cyprus for the 1955

continued on page 606
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LANGUAGE and NATION

A good many of our presen
communal dissensions are the re-
sult of a failure to appreciate the
essential qualities that go to make
up what is called a nation. It is
now eight years since Cevlon be-
came completely independent of
of foreign rtule. But the question

remains whether we are a nation, -
and if not, whether we are at least

on the way to nationhood.

Tt has been said on many occas-'
jons by some of our leaders that
for Cevlon to be a nation there
must be one language, one religion
and one rtace., Many npeople seem
to believe that uniformity of race,
laneuage and religion are absolute
prerequisites of mnationhood. In a
series of articles on the language
controversy in a contemporary
morning newsnaper not very long
ago, Dr. G. P. Malalasekara ex-
pressed the view that only Sinha-
lese should became Ceylon’s nation-
al language because it is impossi-
ble to build up a nation unless its
members use a common language
which in this case is Sinhalese. ™

Dr. Malalasekara seemed to be-
lieve this quite sincerely. He does
not wish to impose any legal or
political or civil disabilities on
‘those who happen to belong to
minority communities in Ceylon.
Hebelieved that every citizen, what-
ever his race, or creed, should re-
ceive equal treatment at the hands
of the law and the state. His argu-
ment that only Sinhalese should be
our national language is thus based
not on narrow-minded communra-
lism but, on the belief that uuless
there is one common language it
will be well nigh impossible to
build a Ceylonese nation.

Comm-nal

F But others have not been so
charitable as all this to the minor-
ities. Many want Sinhaleseto be the
only official language for the nar-
rowest communal considerations.
Anything that can be said in favour
of two languages is not likely to
convince or change the attitudes of
these narrow-minded sectarian lead-
ers who preach compassicn and
maitriya and practise exactly the
opposite of what they preach. This
article is addressed only to those
who are willing to listen to the
dictates of elementary reason,

Februgry 9, 1957

By [
SATHYA |

Several plausible arguments may
be adduced in favour of the view
that only Sinhalese should be the
official language. There is the ad-
ministrative inconvenience involved
when there are two official langua-
ges. There is the question of ex-
pense when it becomes necessary to
duplicate government business.
These are sound arguments. But

it is erroneous to think that unless -

there is only one official language,
it will be impossible to build up
one nation. The evidence is to the
contrary.

Of course, some communalist
politicians refer only to the Sinha-
lese community when they talk of
the nation. Very often one hears
the use of the phrase Sinhalese
nation’ when what is meant is the
Ceylonese nation. There are those
who believe that the concept of a
Ceylonese nation is an impractic-
able one. But this was the very con-
cept which was accepted by late
Mr. D. S. Senanayake and, his
predecessors like Sir James Peiris,
Mr. F. R. Senanayake, Sir-Pon-
nambalam Ramanathan, Sir Pon-
nambalam Arunachalam and others.

However that may be, it is un-
necessary and incorrect to think
that uhiformity of language is essen-
tial for nationhood. Indeed, some

,of our public men seem to think or
at least imply that not only should
Tamil not be given a place as an
official language but also that an
attempt should be made to prevent
its use even for purposes of ordin-
ary social intercouse.

It is sometimes alleged that un-
less the Tamils of Ceylon abandon
their own tongue and adopt Sin-
halese, they will identity themsel-
ves with India and that illicit imm-
igration will increase. There can-
pot be anything more fallacious
than this. It is more likely that if
Tamils in Ceylon are denied their
legitimate rights, they would in
despair turn to South India for
help in their fight for rights.

Ingredients

What are the essential ingredients
of nationhood ? In the first place
we might as well censider what are
not essential elements in the idea
of nationhood. It is not necessary
all should belong to the same race.
In the British Islands, there are
people who belong to the Mediter-
ranean, the Alpine and Nordic
races. Yet, could anyone deny that
Britain is a nation ? Similarly, un-
ity of religion is not essential. In
England, there are people who
belong to more than one faith. Po-
litical union alone is not enough,
Ireland was politically united with
Britain but, Ireland went on “to be-
came and independent staie.

A common language is not ess-
ential to nationhood. Of course, a

continued on page 606




Lanquage & Nation
continued from page 605
common language is very valuable
in fostering the sense of nationhdod,
but it is not indispensable, where
other considerations are powerful
enough, it is wiser not to impose

one common language.. The most °

striking example is, of course, that
great home of democratic institut-
" ions and the democratic way of
life, Switzerland. Switzerland has
a great tradition of democratic
government. In the cantons of
Switzerland, the Swiss people work
their Parliamentary institutions
which are suited to their own na-
tive genuis. Switzerland is_a fede-
ral republic. There are Swiss. who
speak French, there are Swiss who
speak German, Swiss who speak
Italian and Swiss who speak Rom-
mounsch. Though four different
languages are spoken and given
the status of offiicial languages, the
Swiss people are united in their
love for their native land.

Switzerland

In spite of there being four offi-
cially recognized languages, the
Swiss people form a united nation.
t3witzerland is indeed a model for
hose who wish to have an example
of a democratic community consist-
ing of several language groups, yet
united as one nation. But Switzer-
land is not the only nation which
recognized more than one
national language. In &anada
theresare two official languages. In
Belgium, in Finland, in S, Africa
and in Norway, there are two or

* whith

continued from page 604 -

tender, and one of the questions for
which I have not been able to find
a satisfactory answer is as to why
the Tender Board of the Ministry of
Industries did not purchase the gyp-
sum f. 0. b. Cyprus and arrange for
the shipping through the Ceylon
Shipping Lines Ltd (which is a
Government subsidized company).
If this had been done the 4,700 tons
g/psum would have cost the factory
about Rs. 200,000 less.

Moveover, it was not the Rs 112
alone which the factory met. As
the contract was only c. i. f. KKS,
the Department of Industries had
Tto arrange for landing and
transporting of the gypsumat KKS.
This contract for landing and trans-
porting at KKS was granted to one
party and this led to a bitter feud
and rivalry with a rival party —
and it is from the quarrels which
arose between them the tenderer was
able to find some loophole to get
paid for the 128 tons not received.
Moreover, the payment was on the
bills of lading (and not on the quan-
tity received at the factory) and it
was forthis reason probably that the
Attorney General advised the Depart
ment of Industries to pay the
Rs 13,000 gracefully. One further
question whieh arises is how the
Contragt came to be drafted in that
particular way, bnt it is a matter
would futile to pursue
any further as other more
important and vital questions de-
mand immediate attention.

Inmy next article, I shall deal
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more official languages. Yet, who
can reasonably deny that these coun-
tries form nations ? Indeed, Swit-
zerland, is the country that Ceylon
should try to emulate. Like Cey-
lon, it is multi-racial and our pro-
blems too are capable of a solution
on similar lines.

If language race and religion are
not essential requisites of nation-
hood, what indeed, are its essentj-
als? Of course, a nation must
have a territory,

But besides, this, the essentials
of nationhood are in the words of
Renan, “the possession in common
of a rich legacy of memories and
the desire to live together, the will
1o continue to make the best use of
the invisible heritage receive ”;

with the 1956 tender and contract
entered into by the Department and |
Ministry of Industries, and also the
contractsentered into by theBoard
of Directors of the Corporation
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herited from the past. Tt is not
suggested that by this test, Ceylon
is as yet a nation. But our people
of ‘all communities have been to-
gether vnder foreign rule, Together
they have tried to become free. Af-
ter all, Ceylon is politically young,
Given time, perhaps in the distant
future, one may hope that a united
Ceylonese nation will emerge. True,
the nation will consist of many com-
This nationhpod | depends o @ munities. But as in Switzerland
corsmon _tradition and common this variety need only contribute
participation in a way of life in-  to greater vitality.
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WEEK ty WEEK
' continued from page 602
shops.
showed that Ponnambalam is no
longer the politician or the leader

he was. This ‘openshop’-slogan was
‘ rejected, it would appear, because it

.+ came from Ponnambalam in a finaP

and supreme endeavour to assert
his leadership. 1f Ponnambalam
had been willing to accept the
leadeiship of Chelvanayagam, his
suggestion about the ‘‘openshop”
tactic mught have “"had = more
support, but since he wanted this
to proctaim his leadership it result-
* ed 1 a ciash which led to his dis-
comfiture.

- It can be said that Ponnambalam
is now well on the way out of Tamil
politics. 1t is also ironical that
Ponnambalam whose entry into
politics in the thirties was marked
by rough-house tactics of the

street corner should also fade out.

after a 1owdy demonstration in the
main shopping cenire of Jaffna. .
There can be no doubt that today

the Federal Party is the most domi-
nant among the Tamils. Whatever

one may uave thought about this *

party and its communal aud racial
approdcn to problems, circumstan-
ces and the cnauvinism uf tne MEP
(predicted by this party) have proy-
.ed that at ledast oA ine sidation
that exists the rFederal Yarty have

been proved correct. lhis
naturally ' must win them sup-
port, and 1his ‘can also be

- gauped by the fact that the Ceylon
Liemocratic Congress led by lnoun-
daman has strewched out 1s hand
of friendship to this organisation i
an etiort to build up a common re-
sistance for. the protection of tne

- munorities against 1he curtent chau-

vinism of tne MEP.

Trincomalee -

In the Eastern Province, apart
from a few Mushims adherents of
Mudaliyar Kariapper, the lamils
seem to be in an upioar. In Trinco-
malee, where there is a small com-
munity of two to three thousand
Sinhalese in a majority lamil area,
there occured a very ugly incident
which is likely to wiuen still turther
the gulf which has grown between
the two communities. Reports in-
dicate that leaders of the’l amil and

Sinhalese community in the city de-

cided not to sport - any tlags
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The course of events-

L]

=~ ‘black or' lion — in any
‘area which 8 regarded as
.2 mixed No Man’s Land. This
~unofficial agreement was broken by
some provocatively inclined Sinha-
lese who insisted on flourishing a
rather * large-sized Lion  Flag
without even the stripes. This

led to a counter.demonstration by -

.a crowd with a Black Flag. From
all'accounts, this black flag demon-
stration was peaceful, but an aggres-
sive individual started firing a gun
into this crqwd and this has led to
the death of one Tamil and injuries
on nine others.

The provocative and aggressive
action of the gunman in Trinco-
malee is no doubta reflection of
the fire-eating chauvinism of some
sections of the MEP, but to the cre-
dit of the Prime Minister it must be
said he sent a personal message to
the Sinhalese residents of Trinco-

.malee that they should desist from
any hostile or provocative acts.
Even if others in the MEP do not
realise it, the Prime Minister seems
conscious that in a demociacy every
person should have the right to
carry a black flag as a protest in a
demonstration. '

There is much speculation as to
how the Prime Minister will tackle
the situation that has now arisen in
the North and Easi, particularly in
view of the growing boad of friend-
ship betw.een the Tamils upcoun:ry
and the Tamils in the North and
East. There are few who seem to
think that Premier Bandaranaike
has let this situation grow so that
he could have aneffective answer to
the chauyinists in the MEP, who
have taken the line that the Tamils
in Ceylon would *‘stomach” any-
thing. The Premier cannot keep
quiet much longer, and his moves
in the next few weeks will be inte-
resting. ;

~ AYURVEDIC

' The troubles of the MEP are not
merely confined to the minorities
problems. Within their.own ranks
a major storm is brewing. The Ek-
sath ~Bhikkshu Peramuna is now
torn with dissension anc the in-
creasing volume of hostile antago-
nism over the Sasana Council is
likely to be utilised by the UNP to
discredit the MEP. In addition to
the controversies centering around

. the Buddhist priesthood, the row

_about the Ayurvedic College has
assumed proportions which tend to

“ affect the standing of the MEP
among certain sections which had
whole-heartedly supported it
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earlier. And, it isalso strange that -

one of the causes of the Ayurvedic
outbursts . arises from a priestly
intrusion into the world of ayur-
veda,

It will bz recalled that one of the
first acts of the Minister of Health, -
Mrs. Vimala Wijeyawardene, was to
appoint Buddharakhita Thero of
Kelaniya and a C. D. Amerasing-
he to the Board of the College of Indi-
genous Medicine. When these ap-
pointments were originally made,
there was a protest by the Principal
of the College, Dr. Lenora, and the

.Chairman of the Board, a Buddhist

priest. These two persons resigned,
but the Preimier was able to persuade
them to withdraw their resignations
on an assurance that the dispute
would be resolved amicably.
Months flew by and nothing was
done, and Dr. Lenora and the Chair-
man sent in their resignations once
again towards the end of the year.

It is not necessary to go into the
objections concerning Buddhara-~

. khita, except to say that he has

never been in any way connected
with Ayurveda, but the objection to
C. D. Amerasinghe seems to
have a great deal of validity. He was
a student at theAyurvedic College
notso verylong agoand he hada re-.
cord of failing the examination on
several occasions. Teachers, students
and all others connected with the
College thought that it was ‘ine
appropriate for such a person ‘to
sit on, the Board of the Cotlege.

coutinued on- page 619
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The decision of ‘the Communist
Party- of Ceylon to support the -
“MEP ‘Government fully has been
the ca:se of much comment as well
as discussion among all sections
interested in political developments

in this country. The statement
announcing this change of policy
was set out in a rather sparse lan-
guage waich conveyed very little.
All that it said was that in view
of the threat of a possible come-
back by the UNP, and also be-
cause of the progressive foreign
policy of the N E?2, the Communist
Farty had decided to quit the Op-
position and support the Govern-
ment as an independent unit.

It is customary for all political
parties, and especially for Comm-
unist Parties in their special man-
ner, to set out reasons for any
major shift in policy in detzail with
sufficient background material to
explain the change. In this case,
the Ceylon Communist Party has
not done so. The progressive fore-
‘ign policy of the MEP was known
‘for th= last ten months, and the
possible threat of a UNP come-
back was not something new. In
fact, the return of the UNP has
been made possible only « by the
negative, reactionary, chauvinistic
and  retrograde domestic policies
of the MEP. In this situation,
why has the Communist Party
hastened to pull the chestnuts. out
of the fire for the MEP by extends
ing to it the wholehearted support
-of one of the two Left Parties in
ihe country? Is it a - belated

acknowledgement that the Marxism

- of Philip Gunawardene and Mahr-
nama Samaraweera are of a highcr
calibre than that of the leaders
of the official Communist Party?

INDIA '

It may have been argued thatin
liidia the Communist Pariy lends
conditional support to the Con-
gress led by Nehru. Itis true that
the Communists in India support
the foreign policy of Nehru althe-

~ ugh they'have had occasion to cri-
‘1icise Nehru for continuing to re-
- main in the Commonwealth and
for still having lingering hopcs that
Britain and the USA would play
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fair by the undegde\?éloped countr-

* ies. In domestic matters they have

been more critical about the Nehru
Government, but supported allits
measures for development pro-
grammes. E :

But it is well to remember that
the Nebru Government, whatever
elee be its other lapses; has right
from the beginning insisted on a
Charter of Fundamental Rights
in which the rights and liberties of
the individual as well as those of
racial, religious and other mino-
rities are properly safeguarded
in the Constitution. The MEP
Government has  unashamedly
foliowed chauvinistic aad jingoistic
policies in regard to language,
religion and race. What is- worse,
MLP spokesmen, who have succ-
essfully shoewn that they canblack-
mail the Prime Mipister and
the Cabinet, have made no secret

of the fact that they are opposed

to any Charter of Fundamental

Rights because such a document

in the Constitution would militate

pgainst the apartheid policy of
absorbing and assimilating the
minorities.

How could the Communist Party
have decided tkat this basic chara-
cteristic of the MEP deserved sup-
port ? In its all-too-brief a state-
ment the Communist Party apolo-
getically acknowledges that the.po-
licies of the MEP have led the
country to be divided into twocom-
munal camps and that it proposes
to fight for redress of the genuine
grievances of the Tamils and other
minorities. Without stating it, the
Communist Party implies that it
has not been able to find a platform,
without lending some support to
the MEP chauvinism, even to ask
for justice for other communities
and races which are as much a part
of this country as the Sinhalese. If
the present support for the MEP
is a tactical move to get a hearing
among the Sinhalese masses, is it

not an acknowledgement that the
.chauvinism, engendered by the
UNP and now whipped up by the
MEP, has come to stay ?

DIVISION

- No texts have been quoted from -

Marxism-Leninism for the present |-

- shift in CP policy, and it may well,
be that the taxts as well as the
practice would not support this
surrender to the apartheid policies
of the MEP. For, if the leaders of
the Communist Party recognise the
reality that chauvinism has come to
stay, and that the two communal
camps to which  they

refer in their statement are really '

two nations in embryo, then the
logical conclusion is to proclaim
that in the face of Tacialism which
cannot be contained otherwise, the
Communist Party stood for a divi-
sion of the country, be it on a federa-
tive, autonomous or any other basis.

The hope and intention that the
Communist Party seems to enter-
tain that it can change the character
of the MEP chauvinism by support-

“ing it is a chimera that will bring
the greatest setback to the socialist
movement in the country. It was

' opcn'to the Communist Party to
support the progressive foreign
policy of the MEP and oppose its
chauvinist domestic policies. But
to support it completely only to
get a hearing among the Sinhalese
masses is something like a tragedy

for socialism. What would the

world have thought of the Com-
munist Party of Germany if it sup-
ported anti-semitism even indirgetly
in order to get a ready-made plat-
form (made by years of Hitlerian
propaganda) to win votes and sup-
port of the German masses ?
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SERENDIB"

With the death of Peri Sundaram
» passes one more of the fast dwindl»
ing number of liberals who played

so prominent ' a role in the politics

of Ceylon in the twenties and early
thirtics of this century, After his
return from England, Peri Sundaram
threw himself into the @arly nation-
al freedom reform movement. But
+ in addition to this, he was among

- the first to be conscious of the need

for trade ‘unions not only for the

Indian Immigrant Labour populat-
ion but also for .all sections 'of
working people in this country.

. In the first State Council he was
elected Minister of Labour, Indust-
ries and Commerce. As Minister of
Labour he was the pioneer in in-
troducing such legislation as the

Trade Union Act, the Industrial .

Disputes Conciliation = Act, " the
Workmen’s Compensation Act and
similar provisions intended to assist
working people.

Peri Sundaram also took the first
step towards the setting up of the
Bank ot Ceylon by inviting Pochas
nawala in 1934 to report on the
possibilities of opening a State-aided
Bank. There was tremendous oppc-
sition to this by all then existing
commercial banks, but Peri Sunda-
ram persisted in bis efforts and his
successor in office Claude Corea
Erought the Bank of Ceylon into
existence in 1939. The Bank of
Ceylcn todays standsas atestimony
to the foresight of Peri Sundaram,
He alito conceived of many plans
for industrial development, but
owingto a series of circumstances
he was not able to take concrete
action on developing them.

More than inhis public life in the

* first State Council, and later in the
Senate from 1947 to 1956, Peri
Sundaram won many friends® and
admirers by the charm of his per-
sonality. Helectured tolaw students
for well over two decades, and his
pupils will remember him not only
for the competent manner in which
he dealt with his subject butalso for
the warm human relationship he
developed with those he came into
contact. He had many treats for
law students and his friends, especi-
ally on Thai Pongal Day. It was
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on .occasions like
would relate: old anecdotes about
the period of the first world war
“nd the twenties when the supre-
acy of the white man was still ur-

questioned ip this part of the world.

One of the many such tales refer

' to anunwritten law of those days
that -made it incumbent for any
coloured person travelling first
.class in the railways to permit a

European to have a compartmen:
all to himself. Peri Sundaram
found great delight in the emba-
rassment which he and some other
friends caused a European in a first
‘class compartment. The first class
was full and the only place this
white man could find was in one
which Peri Sundaram and other
coloureds were ftravelling. The
station master at Kandy went up
to Peri Sundaram and had asked
him to vacate the compartment to
give it to the white planter. There
was a refusal, and a row, and the
white planter cancelled his trip ra-

‘ther than get mixed up with natives

in-a railway compartment. It is
said 'that the station master nearly
lost his job for not having been able
to provide satisfactory accombvda-
tion- for this planter.

Today, this story may seem point-

“less, but in the early twenties with

the white planter raj in the hill
country, it was a most heinous

“and “and " atrocious ecrime for any

request ‘of a white man to be turn-

“¢d down.

-« Peri Sundaram started a revolt,
in the quiet passive way which
chatacterised his life, in the planta-
tions of the hill country, which has
already caused major repercussions
and which is likely to have more

. fundamental results in the near
future. The life of Peri Sundaram
is symbolic of the development of

Indian community in Ceylon, and
and I do wish that somebody who
knew him intimately and has access
to his personal papers will relate his

“life: 'story. It is a record worth

preserving.

1 fairly imagined that when the

U.NP: was turned out of power,
" the days of uncles and nephews

. into the Overseas

® . PERI SUNDARAM

@ M. R PERERA

this that he ..

were over. But I must confess to
a sense of utter disappointment that
the days of uncles and nephews did
not end with the Uncle Nephew
Party. They are still with us and
in spite of our having a People’s
government — the Mahajana Ek-
sath Peramuna government. .

Mr. M. R. Perera, a former mem-
ber of the Owverseas Service, who
was dismissed by the previous goy-
ment, after an inquiry following re-
ports of his being implicated in an
alleged plot to assasinate King Feis-
al of Iraq in 1953, has been re-em-
employed in the Overseas Service.
The inquiry followed a complaint
when this official, then Second Sec-
retary to the Leylon High  ommis-
sion in Karachi, had to leave the
country within 24 hours. '

I know for certain that an inter-
national incident was staved off by
the narrowest of narrow margins by
the quick recali of Mr. M, R. Perera
and an equally quick apology by
the then Prime Minister Sir John
Kotelawala. An inquiry followed
the incident in Ceylon and Mr. M.
R. Perera was dismissed, without
even pensiop rights. i

Strange events occurred following
the assumption of office by the pre-
sent government. People in high
places began using their influence
to get Mr. M. R, Perera back into
the Overseas Service. Despite the
fact that Mr. Perera was dismissed.
for a grave diplomatic crime, des-
pite the fact that there was no
vacancy in the Overseas Service,
and despite the fact that Mr. Pere-
ra’s re-employment is bound to
have serious repercussions in Pakis--
tan’s attitude to Ceylon, he has
been re-employed. Is the govern-.
ment so bankrupt of diplomatic
officials that it has to re-employ.
dismissed government. servants?

I think 1t woLlu be futile at this
stage, to inquire inte the reasons
that have brought Mr, Perera back:
Service. . Fer.
those who are not aware, it would
be interesting to know that Mr. M.
R. Perera is a son-in-law of Sir
Earnest de Silva and a nephew of"
one the most senior and influential
Permanent Secretaries in Govern--

. ment Service today?



Comment
continued from page 608

In its'anxiety to win the easy sup-
port of the Sinhalese masses at any
rice, the Communist Farty has for-

feited its right to represent the .

minorities. The Communist Party
Branch in Jaffna might as well close
shop. And, the question can well
be asked that if the Communist
Party in the South has the right
to get a hearing among the Sinha-
lese masses, why the Communist
Party in-the North has not a simi-
Jlar right to win popularity by play-
ing on the slogans popularised by
Tamil Congress and Federal Party
leaders ?

If the realities of the situation
demand a division of the couniry,

the Com nunist Party should not

" hiesitate to show it as the way for-
ward. To endeavour to fight for
a united Ceylon by opportunist
‘surrender to chauvinism is betray-
al of socialism. The'international
com munist movement, whatever be
the criticisms about the form of
government it stipulates for the
period of the dictatorship of

* ' the proletariat, has won the con-
fidence of tie down-trodden as a
consistent fighier for minority rights
and n_tional seif-detarmination. The

: 'pew line of the Ceylon Cemmunist
Party tends to bring discredit to

. the entirety of the international

. communist movement. For the
loeal CP is bound to suffer all the
discredit and shame which is likely
to eavelop the MEP soon in spite
of its progressive foreign policy.
No Government can survive. for
any length of time ona foreign
policy, however progressive it be, if
it follows reactionary and retro-
grade policies at home.

RECONSIDER

Before further disillusionment
about the -Communist Party of
Ceylon.sets in among the thinking
and progressive sections of the
population of the island, its leaders
should reconsiaes this decision to
support the MEP. The present CP

- gamble to hope to change the MEP
from “within’ 18 bcuad to fail, and it
would be difficult to find any in-
telligent person to say that UNP
chauvinism is any ' worse than
MEP chauvinism. It the Communist
Party of Ceylon persists in its pre-
sent- unsupportable policies it can
mean oniy one thing: that .the
chauvinists among the Sinhalese
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have captured thc.‘m’ and that ifs

leaders are too gweek to rresisty if.

The international communist
movement has . seen many such
tragedies. In Hungary, Poland and
other countries the machinery of the
communist movements went into the
clutches of opportunists, racketeers
and adventurers,and it needed cata-
calysms like the Poznan ‘and the
Budapest uptising of October before
there could be sofme change. Fieter

Keuneman and S. A. Wickrema-.

singhe have been consistent fighters
for justice and fairplay forall; in-
cluding minotities. Must they now
fall victim to the blandishments of
an uninformed rank and file (unin-
formed owing to the lack of proper
socialist education) who want to

“find easy an platform for electoral |

victories ?

Weels
‘continued from page 703 -

When the -Government persisted
in its action, 115 students of . the

_Ayurvedic ' College staged a strike.
*They tefused to sit for the examinat-

ion to be held by a Board on which
sata person who had failed the
examination. They also pointed out
to the repercussions arising from
the withdrawal of Dr. Lenora and
all the Western trained doctors who
were imparting knowledge at the
institution. ( It must be remembered
that Buddharakhita and C. D.
Amerasinghe believe that Sinhalese
Ayurveda should develop without
any contact with modern scientilic
developments from the West ). The
strike and demonstration continued
as a sit-down strike andon Febru-
ary 1, 1957, the acting Principal
called upon the Police' to remove
these students bodily from the
college premises. 1he rPolice did so,
and when the students refused to
disclose their ~names, the

-nous Medicine.

‘Magistrate had no alternative but

to remand them to jail.
. While the -Government wag busy -

feting Chou En-lai, 115 Ayurvedic

students, including 20 women, langu-
ished in jail for two days, until the
uproar was so much that the Acting
Principal intimated to the Police
and the Magistrate that he was in a
position to identify the “accused”

~and they were thereupon released

from temand. These students were
latér brought up to the -Court on

" February 5and were released. It is

yet difficult to see on what charge

_the Police arrested thém, but this is
“one of the headaches that the MEP
_Cabinét has to resolve.

The result of this Ayurvedic

College dispute has led to meetings

and  demonstrations against the
Minister of Health demanding her
resignation. The MEP Government
has thus much lost ground amongan
influential section of the ayurvedic

" practitioners who are a major force

in the Sinhalese villages as a result
of this maladroit handling of the
situation at the Coliege of Indige-
Not only is the
MEP Government clumsy and fool-
ishin the way it approaches the
minorities but it seems determined
to blunder even 'where the
Sinhalese are concerned.
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DEVELOPMENT

ATOMIC

In the period immediately ahead,

.~ development of atomic energy will

depend upon its competitiveness
with conventional sources of power,
It is still too early to make precise
estimates of the cost of electricity
generated from Atomic.energy since
only one large-scale Atomic power
station has yet gone into operation

-"; in the world, namely that at Calder

Hall in the United Kingdom. On
the basis of this prototype, we may
assume that electricity will be avail-
able from atomic energy during the
next five years at a cost of not
much more or much less than
about 0.6 anna per unit. This
compares favourably with the cost
of electricity generated by conven-
tional thermal power stations in In-
- dia at places remote from the coal-
fields, such as Ahmedabad, Bom-
bay, Delhi and Madras,

Capital Owlay

An Atomic power station of the
type I have mentioned would, how-
ever, require a 50 per cent greater
initial capital outlay, but there is no
doubt that the next few years will
see a substantial reduction in this
initial capital cost. However, this
is not the whole story,

A conventional power station of
140 megawatts located at some place
in India remote from the coalfields,
as for example, Delhi, would require
the transport of nearly 2,000 tons
of coal per day, and this would re<
quire the permanent locking up of
some 1,700 wagons and nearly 30
locomotives, representing a capital-
investment of over Rs, three crores.
This does not take into considera-
tion the additional congestion that
would be produced on the railway
line concerned, and if, as is the case
in India, the railway capacity is al-
ready overloaded, we would only
be able to set up such a power sta-
tion at the expense of sacrificing the
transport of some other commodity
or at the expense of building an ad-
ditional railway line. An Atomic
power station of this size would on-

ly require the transport of 50 to 100
tons of uranium per annum, and
would, therefore, completely avoid

all the transport problem and the
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corresponding ex'pcnditure I have -

just mentioned,

Moreover, the thermal station just
mentioned would.require the mining
of an additional 750,000 tons of
coal per year with a corresponding
investment in coal mines and coal
mining machinery, On the other
hand, the 50 to 100 tons of urani-
um required by an Atomic owerp
station of the same size could bz
obtained from only about 150,000
tons of ore, assuming that the ore
is of the grade we know to exist in

India having half a part per thou-

sand of uranium. The capital in-
vestment required for the mining of
this uranium ore would clearly be
very much less than that required
for the mining of five times as much
coal, especially when one remem-
bers that the mining of uranium
ore would involve operation at or
not far from the surface. Thus, if
we take the entire picture. including
the cost of mining the fuel, whether
conventional or Atomic, the cost of
its transport and the cost of burn-

ing it to produce electricity, it is
questionable whether Atomic power,
would involve any greater burden

For

IN INDIA -

. We publish this extract from
the speech of .Dr. H. J. Baba
at the inauguration of the
Atomic Energy Establishment
in Bombay on January 20,
1957. This .extract will in-
dicate the tremendous strides
India has made in the matter
of development projects and
throws into sharp relief the
total lack of all activity in
this island, 1

on the economy as a whole. Indeed,
it is possible that it may involve
less,

Production of Plutonium

There is another very important
consideration which should be men-
tioned. Itis likely that in the future,
more advanced and efficient types
of Atomic power stations will use
concentrated atomic fuel, such as

, Uranium 235, Uranium 233, or

Plutonium, rather than the natur-
ally occuring Uranium. If we are
not to depend on the import
of such fuel from abroad and not
to build a gaseous diffusion plant
involving an enormous expenditure
and technical effort, it is necessary
for us to start producing this fule
now by converting natural Uranium
into Plutonium, and Thorium into

(continued on page 612)
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ATOMC_ ERGY

Uranium 233 in Atomic Teactors
If we are, therefore not to lose
further ground in the modern
world, it is necessory for us to set
up some Atomic power stations
within the coming five years which
will produce Plutonium for our
future power reactors in addition
to producing electricity now. These
problems are being studied “in the
Department of Atomic Energy in
consultation with the Planning
Commission and the other Minis-
tries concerned of the Government,
and we hope to reach some decis-
jon within the next few months?

The aim of the Department of
Atomic Energy is to develop Ato-e
mic energy as a source of electric
power and to promote its use in
agriculture, biology, industry and
medicine. On the industrial side,
we intend tg produce all the mate-
rials required for a full Atomic
power programme. For this rea-
son, we started by setting up a plant
at Alwaye in South India to treat
the weli-known Monazite sands on
the West coast. The process for and

design of plant was obtained from
a French firm, the Societede Pro-
ducts Chimiques Des Terres Rares.
In addition to producing rare earths
and trisodium phosphate, a cleaning
material old in the market, this
plant produces a cake containing
Thorium and Uranjum. This cake
is brought to the plantatthebottom
of this road, which produces a very
pure Thorium salt and also an
Uranium salt. It was built by our
own scientists and engineers under
the direction of Mr. H. N. Sethna,
and has been in" operation since
1954, Tts capacity was increased
six-fold last year.

We have designed a small Ura-
nium Plafit which will turn this
Uranium A (salt) into Uranium
metal for a reactor and we expect
to have this plant in operation here
by the middle of 1958. This plant
will give us enough Uranium metal
for experimental purposes and for
use in the reactors that are under
construction at present. It will also
give our scientific and technical staff
the mnecessary experience for the
design and construction of the large
Uranium plants which will be re-
quired by our future programme.

Ll

Heavy Water _

We also intend 'to produce heavy
water in quantity and the decision
has already been taken to produce
heavy water and fertilizer together
in a large plant which is being built
at Nangal in the north.

India is one of the largest pro-
ducers in the world of the rare
mineral Beryl, from which the men-
tal Beryllium can be obtained. This
metal, together with the metal
Zirconium, which can b2 obtained
from the Zircon sand found on the
South-West Coast or India has jm-
portant uses in advanced types of
Atomic reactors and jt is our in-
tention to build plapts for their
production.

To ensure a steady supplies of
trained scientific and technical per-
sonnel, we are starting a training
programme in June this year, in
which 250 young graduates and
engineers will be recruited annually
from the universities and given
supplementary training for a_year
to fit them for work in our Atoric

Energy Programme. It is hoped to
increase the intake of this school to
350 a year in due course.
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. On Monday, February 4, Cey-
lon’s Independence Day, an an-
nouncement was made that Dudley
Senanayake had rejoined the UNP,

and that he was to shortly to take

over the leadership of the Party as
the Acting President whilst the
permanent President, Sir John
. Kotelawela, retires form active
parliamentary life.

Apart from this, there has been
no new declaration of policy or a
programme. lhe entire UNP
comumunique consisted of the
arrangements regarding the entry
of Dudiey Senanayake 1nto the

" political arena via tne Vice-President-
ship of the UNF to the post of
Acung President. The impression
that was sought to be created was
that Sir Jonhn was retiring from
politics, and that Dualey was
taking over tne rems of the leader-
ship of tne UINY and that all the
tedious circumlocution about Ludiey
being vice-rresident and therealter
Acung Presigent was only a face-
saving formuia for the oeneft of
Sir Jonn's prestige.

Tactical

Whilst there may be something
to be said for the [ace-saving theory,
there are keen oobservers of the
pulitical unger-currents in this
country who feel that all this
manoeuvring is nothing more than
a device for dir John to get back Lo
public ife (under cover ol Dudley).
Sir Jonn will probably not ngat
another parliamentary siection, put
he may aspire o De UOVErnor
General or tne President ol the
Kepuolic, should tne UNEP stagea
coine-back.

But whether all this is a tactical
manoeuvre oOf wuot, ‘there 'is Do
doubt that Dudley’s rejoumng the
UNP is an eveni of some signi-
ficance. Dudiey has as much
public popwariy as Fremuer
Bandaranaike, and be is tne only
one woo can give a run (o me
Premier in (he matier oI rapoie-
rousiag. it soowd be recated
tuar wudiey denunayake won lae
1952 elections tor e UNY with
the siogans SAYLE BUDDHISM

Fobruary 9, 1951

DUDLEY SEN

~ religion being a State

* FROM THE FLAMES
MARXISM, and SAVE THE
SINHALESE FROM THE
INDIAN MENACE. Two more
demagogic crigs cannot be imagin-
ed, and the unscrupulous ruthless-
ness be displayed 1n that election
campaign marks him out as a
leader who wiil know how to beat
the MEP at their own game of
chauvinistic demogogy.

In spite of his capacity to outline
a programe to win the support the
majority and divide the ranks of
the minority, Ludley Senanayake
had not the dictatorial autocracy
oi his father to keep the party in
check and order. And, that was
the reason he could not continue
in his post as Premier in 1953.

He rejoins the Party today, when
its memoers and stalwarts, beaten
at the polls, want a leader whom
the public will accept and who will
be aple to win their conlidence; some-
jning Sir John was unaole to do, in
spite of the heroic assistance given
him by Lake House. whether

Dudley will be able to cleanse the

UNP of elements that broughtit
into disrepute, (elements responsiole
for graft, corruption and yepotism),
is yet to be seen.

Policy

It is also yet to be seen what
kind of policy he will evolve. Some
of his recent speeches indicate that
he is disturbed about the naked
chauvinism of the MEP, Does he
want to go back to the hidden
chawvimsm of the UNF (suitably
disgused and camoutiaged), or will
he oreak witn the UNP past 1n 1ts
atutude to the minorities and put
forward a new policy based on the
principles oi democracy ana free-
dom? What atutude will he take
on the language question? What
will his atiicude be to the question
of a Charter of Fundamental
Rights? What will his atutude be
to the question of the Buddhist
Religion?
Wil ne continue it as the de jacto
State Keligion, as under tne MEP,
or will be stand for a secular
Republic without any state religion

;

- yake.

Bp PERTINAX

NAYAKE

as such? What will his attitude be
towards the so-called “Indian
question”? Will he permit the Tri
Sinhale to rear its head again (as in
the 1952 elections), or will he
endeavour to evolve a policy which
will provide a reasonable solution?
(Already he has been greeted by
Tri Sinhala Youth Front and he
has welcomed their felititations).

Before these questions raised
above are answered, it would be
difficult to assess and evaluate the
role of the “reformed” UNP under
the leadership of Dudley Senana-
And what of J. R, Jayawar-
deue? Already in an article on in
the Daily News on February 4, he
seems to have been doing some
“thinking aloud” — on language,
on the “Sri” numberplate and the
like. These Jayawardenian specu-
lations, according to knowledge-
able circles, are probably intended
to embarass Dudley in his new role
as leader of the UNP. This is the
only explanation that can be sug-
gested for the his proposal (with
the present Buddhist fervour) to
havea “cross” instead of the “Sri”’ on
motor numberplates. - In these cir-
cumstances,will Dudley jettison J.R.
and a few other liabilities like Sir
Ukwatte, Ananda Tissa? Or, will

continued on page 615
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LETTER

NUMBER PLATE

Does it really matter what *the
number plate of a car carries ? 1. is
only a distinguishing mark. I don’t
know why some Tamils are so

hysterical about it. It may be true -

that the Government had introduc-
ed this symbol to annoy the Tamils
and to give their own supporters
the illusion that they have gzven
them something tangible.

The “Sinhalese Only” Act 1tsclf
was probably meant to achieve no-
thing more that this.

But what the Tamils should rea-
lize is that, whatever the object of

- the $¢&** Number or the ‘“Sinha-
lese Only” Act, no real harm has
been nor can be done to the Tamils_

The ¢&** Number can neither

harm the Tamils nor help the Sin-
halese.

- The Sinhalese Only Act makes it
necessary for the Tamils to learn
Sinhalese, which means that to the
Tamils it will be not “Sinhalese
Only”, but “Sinhalese Also”.

While the Sinhalese will have
only one vehicle of thought, the
Tamils will have, two. And the
Ceylonese, who after all are the
real patriots and citizers of Ceylon,
will have Sinhalese, Tamil and
English. It is from this number that
the real leaders of the country will
be drawn.

« To me, the man with Sinhalese
only (or lamil Only) is like a vill-
ager in a mud hut with only one
window. The Tamil with Sinhalese
also (or the Sinhalese with Tamil
also) is like a similar man with
two little windows. But the man

with Smhale&e, Tamil and English
is like a man who lives in a house
that lets in liberal quantities of air

. and light. Why should anyone prev-

ent anybody else from keeping his
windows shut ifthat man enjoys the
dark ? Let those of us who can
face a problem unemotionally and
«objectively learn whatever language.
we can and teach our children to
look upon the knowledge of an
extra language as an additional
asset and not as if it were som
great burden.

There is uo great difficulty for a
Tamil to learn Sinhalese, which is

very similar to_Tamil in form and --

construction. 1 don’t see why Ta-:
mils should find it hard, when even
the staff of the American Embassy
are learning Sinhalese,

The man with anything “Only”
is naturally incomplete.

Yours faithfully, -
H. V. M. Arulnayakap,
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WARNING

continued from first page

speaking peoples of Ceylon will be
able to overcome all attempts to

suppress the Tamils..

This newly-forged and fast deve”

loping unity among all the Tamil-
speaking peoples in the island is a
factoi which the Government must
recogniseif it isto handle the present
situation realistically. To hope for
direct help from Sir Razik Fareed
and Mudalivar Kariapper on the
‘one hand and indirect help from
the ambitions of Ponnambalam to
break the unity of the Tamils will
be futile. An overwhelming feeling
that justice cannot be secured with
a united struggle calling for many
sacrifices has gripped the Tamil-
speaking peoples.

In this situation, unless Govern-
ment sheds itself of its reactionary
chauvinistic policies a most danger-

3 3 "
ous erisis will arise. The fact that
the Communist®Party is willing to

tail behind the MEP will not make
the slightest difference. :

“Tribune” had welcomzd the vic-
tory of the MEP over the UNP. It
was the only English newspaper to do
so at thz begini'ng. Today, the
policies of the MEP have brouzht
disillusionment. to thousands, and
“Tribune” utters a4 warning that un-
less the MEP Government maznds its
policies it will got the way the UNP
went, after dividing the country into
two nations and not merely two
commuynities.

Dudley
Senanayake

contintizd from page 613

he keep them in the fold as a secret
but active fifth column? ( a fifth

column against himself)

1t wou'd be polntless to discuss - -

what Dudley’s foreign policy would
be like. At this stage in Asian his-
tory, it would be difficu’t for any
Preyiier of a popular Government in
Ceylon to follow anything but the
“Pancha Sila” Afrasian line. And

| Dudley Senanaya’e is probably ideo-

logically nearer the Nehru line than
any other “leader” in the UNP. How-
ever, it must be kept in mind that
Dudley is mare Uik ly to attempt to
bargain with India regarding his
fareign policy as a coutter to the
“Ceylon Ind'an” questioa than even
Bandaranaike.

A Government or even a Party
cannot survive on a foreign policy.
Will the UNP under Dudley evolve
an economic development pro-
gramme which will be able to de-
liver the goods? Or, will he be
satisfied with the kind of tama-
shas and “six-year plans” which
characterised the long rule of the
UNP? Thinking sections of the
public, already in deep despair
about the rule of the MEP, are
anxiously waiting to see what con-
tent and direction Dudley Senana-
yake will give the UNP.

Releasing

Starring:

*
.Siriaenu
Wimalawzera
. *
Kanthi
Abeusekera
*
Marshal Derera
i

on Friday 25th January
at 15 Centres in Cinemas® Circuit
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