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THIS ISSUE marks the beginning of a new publication year fow/eyaTribune:
Wescommemorate it with a photograph ot the bejewelled feer of-a-dan cer
or it can be even a bride. The feet are most important for a dancer, and
even a bride must have her feet firmly planted on mother earth if she wants
to live happily in the midst of the storms and stresses of the modern
world, Grassroots is a favofirite cliche of all commentators of the contem-
porary scene: and, grassroois are best trodden by nimble feet that can
move about without getting stuck in the mud. Byt one way modern soci-
ety can ascertain the grassroois thinking of crdinary people is through a
free, healthy, and demodratic press. While it cannot be said that the press
in Sri Lanka is what it should be, there is no doubt that this country can
boast of a reasonably free, vigorous and vociferous press absent in an over-
whelmingly large number of countries in the world today, It is not our
purpose in this note to survey the state of the press in Lhe contemporary
world but we propose to complete oyr examination of the papers presently
published in Sri Lanka. Vve have already set out some of the salien:
characteristics of the publicatiorns of Lake House, Times and the Sun/Dawasa
groups. There are two other non-party dailies published, one in Colombo
and the other in Jaffna, both in the Tamil Ianguage. The Viraesari is today
the most popular and most widel, read Tamil daily in the courtry. It give
its readers a wide coverage of all the news and it often has scoops on political
developments which the bigger publishing houses miss. |t maintains an
impartial and independent attitude on all matters, The Eelanadu is a provin-
cial dzily published in Jaffna. Although it seeks to cover national and inter-
national news, it is essentially a provincial newspaper concentrating on
news about the Tamil people and their areas. If this country develops more
provincial newapapers like the Eelonadu, in Sinhalese and in Tamil, it will
be ezsier to kpow the grassroots thinking in the provincws and districis
without any inhibitory constraints of a metropolitap bizs. Nearly a!' the
major political parties have Sinhala dailies: the UNP nas its Dinapatha, the
SLFP its S¢i Laka (not in publication as a daily at the moment), the LS5F
its Janading, and the Communist Party, the Aththa. ®Allthese party dailies
are so overwhelmed with 4 burning need for propaganda to further the
interesis and fortunes of the Party that they restrict thieir appeal to narrow
circles of party loyalists. These papers always seek Lo.interpret the news
so as to promote the popularity of the party and to justify its policies and
actions, (however wrong,or untenable)—with the result that these dailies
have acquéred a permanent bias and slant that keeps the general readers
from buying or reading the paper. It is uffdrtunate that these party dailies
have not yet developed journalistic finesse to combine party propaganda
with attraciive presentation Lo interest nonparty readers. Comment in
these papers is also stilted and ordinary readers find it hard to swallow
sych siant (always in stereotyped terminology and jargon). These dailies
are only for party menfbers and party enthusiasts. Apart from these dailigs,
every parly has weeklies in the different languages. The UNP has iis The
Journal in English, the SLFP publishes the Sri Lanka at the moment as a waekly
in Sinhala 2nd the Nation in English, the LSSP has the Socialist Nation in
English. The&® TULF has the Sutanthiran in Tamil. With the election around
the corper, the JVP has a journal of which four issues have appeared. The
PDP has a2 journal, but it has yet to make its mark. Of all the weellies
that have made their appearance in recent times, the most significant is
The Independent edited by Reggie Michael, the veteran journalist whe' had
once made the Daily Mirror the talk of the town. Mr. W. Dahapayake is a
regular contributor to the paper and it was he who had pointed out that
even if an Emergency was declared after the NSA was dissolved it could
not be made an excuse to postpone the elections. The Independent is
sponsored by a group of Tamils favourably inclined to the Tamil cayse, and
TULF circles tend to regard the paper as a kind of unofficial organ. But
editor Reggie Michael continues to make strenuous efforts to make the
paper really “independent’’. Thirty issues of The Independent have so far
appeared and it has already become a weekly “must” for everybody who
wanis to keep a tab on political developments in the island. With his long

_ connections with daily papers, editor Michael often gets a few items of spot
‘news on his frontpage every Friday, and a few of them have been scoops.
The Independent is a political weekly to watch: it has yet to mapifest a
character of ils own—very necessary for a weekly—but it has the potential
to go far especially if it comes out openly as an avowed journal of Tamil
opinion. i
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

3
More About The

Elections

Colombo, June 22,

The comments in this column
last week about what we sensed
were the latest trends on the elec-
tion front evoked immediate re-
actions from owr readers. We
had let:ers, telephone calls and
callers-in-person. Those who had
taken it for granted that it was
a one-way for run the UNP
were sceptical about our evalua-
tions, but they admitted that the
UNP campaign had begun to sag
in many areas. One long-standing
and  discerning reader of Tribune
asked us whether we had our ton-
gue-in-our-cheek when we said that
the SLFP had gained some ground.

Many agreed with our comments
and our line of argument. The result
of these queries, comments and
criticisms 1s that we were able
to participate in fuller discussions
abotit all these matters. With more
information, reportssand comments
flowing in, it i1s still not possible
to detect the final pattern
and outcome of the elections. To
use a cliche, one can only say that
the situation is fluid and uncertain,

The UNP still has an edge—
what with the continuing
shortages (of essentials like
matches, kerosene, soap, miilk
foods, etc.) and the galloping
inflation “that has smashed all
«eilings” and_ skyrocketed into
space (seer at Rs. 10 a Ib,
beef at Rs. 6.50 a Ib, mutton
at Rs. 10 a Ib, cooking oil
at Rs. 6.50 a bottle etc. etc.
etc.)—and is still likely to
rorap home as the largest
single party. But thére is no
doubt that the SLFP has nar-
rowed the gap and is fast
. catching up with the UNP.
Whethe.r the SLFP can over-
take the WUNP by election
day is still problematic and
uncertain.
“If the present trends continue,
the final outcome may well be
close enough for politicking about
coalitions. Byt it is yet too early
to speculate on these matters.
Nevertheless, the TULF has al-
ready indicated that it was willing
to consider offers from any quarterd
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without committing itself in ad- s majority, and in such a situation

vance toany of the two (or three)
major parties (only after the elec-
tions will it be possible to decide
whether the ULF can be regarded
as a major party but for the mo-
ment we will regard it as one be-
cause it has had the gumption to
put forward over 130 candidates).
The TULF leader, Amirthalingam,
in a speech at the Foreign Corres-
pondents’ Association last Friday
(17/6/77), unashamedly stated that
the TULF will walk the tight-
rope and support the actions, pro-
grammes and policies of whatever
government that comes o power
that suits

What this means is that the
TULF will not make any pre-
election commitments, byt that it
will be willilng 10 play the “role
of a kingrinkéer if the occasion arose.
The TULF will therefoere want
the SLFP and the UNP to win seats
in a way that will give the TULF
a decisive role in the new NSA.
TULF calculations, like FP calcula-
tions in the past, always tend to
be wishful rather than realistic,
and i* may weil be that it would
be ro different this time. It must
be admitted that TULF calculations
seem to have greater chance of
coming right thiz time than at
any time in the’ past.

In order to ensure that the TULF
will play an important role in the
new NSA, it must win a minimum
of 20 to 22 seats of jts total possible
of 28 seats. (The TULF has 24 randi-
dates and it is supporting 2 CWC
and 3 Independent candidates)
The TULF has very good chances
of winnimg about 18 to 20 seats—
—unless it" makes serious mistakes
between now and polling day.
It must be also conceded that the
TULF has the possibilities of winn-

*ing 24 or 25 seats—if between
now and election day the UNP
and the SLFP make mistakes vis
a vis the Tamils and thereby play
into the hands of the TULF which
is permanently geared to exploit
emotional hysteria stemming from
language and racial considerations.

If the TULF bags about 20 seats
and the ULF also bags I5 to
20 seats, the UNP and the SLFP
will be left with about 120 to 125
seats to share between them. If
this is the case the gap between
them is likely to be very narrow.
'f the TULF and the ULF are pot
able to secure at least 15 seats
each, the SLFP and the UNP will
have more leeway to win a simple
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neither the TULF nor the ULF
will be able to play a kingmaker's
role. There are also those whe
want (and wishfully pray that)sthe
SLFP and UNP get together in a
Coalition primarily to keep the
“Left” out of power. Byt realists
know %that in Sri Lanka power
withouyt the Left will be futile.
With the power enjeyed by the
trade unioas and the awakened
consciousness of the agricultural
workers, no purely rightwing Gov-
ernment can make the wheels
of industry and agriculture move
in this country.

That is why the UNP has tried
so hard to make it appear that it
is a new ‘socialist" party. It is
also because of this realisation that
the UNP, however great the majo-
rity in the NSA, has ipdicated that
it would be willing to form a Natio-
nal Government of all Parties to
pull the country out of the econo-
mic morass in which it is synk.
The main task before any Govern-
ment is to mobilise available man-
power for productive work in
agriculture (primarily) and in in-
dustry, ard in this way inculcate
a sense of discipline in people
so essential for any progress in
this country, apart from increas-
ing. production and productivity
very necessary to check inflation
and bring down the prices of all

essentials. Any new government
myst  also bring discipline
among members of ali services,

including the police and army. {More
of this in later issues).

The UNP is now once again seck-
ing to create @ pew image
of itself as.a “socialist” party after
its paper The Journal had indulged
in a disastrous campaign of iden-
tifying a Russian “behind every
newspaper headline”, {as columnist
*Ravi in last week's The Independent
so apty put it) and which has
shown that the UNP is the same
old coldwar anti-left conglomera-
tion of diehard rightwing pro-
west  elements.  Tribune also
made some acidic comments about
Tke fournal’s campaign of character
assassination and coldwar tarbrysh
smear stories in a foolish attempt
to kill what were regarded as two
anti-UNP birds, namely Lake House
and the Information Department
Department of the Soviet Embassy.
The two latest issues of The fournal
haye not published any such stories
and it is to be hoped that UNP’s
party jourmal has finally decided

2
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UNP’s Options

to stop -fouling the atmosphers,
with such cold war gimmickry.

« If the UNP Journal had continued
its campaign it would have led
td a free for all where every Embassy
in town would have been dragged
in and diplomats “named” without
rhyme or reason. So many books
have been recently published in
different countries about the In-
telligence Services of the major
powers  that it § would not
be difficult to pick out names
for such smear campaigns. The
fournal had started bailing the
Russian KGB, but if this game had
gone on it is the UNP that would
have been hurt most with stories
about its connections with the
CIA.

The (UNP) fournal's sudden

and welcome stopping of the

campaign has defused the ex-
plosive situation that was
building up. With Bhutto
making " serious charges aga-
inst the CIA and the Ameri-
cans, with Latin American
countries shouting themselves
hoarse about Yankee inter-
vention and interference, and
with the current hullabaloo
in Australia about CIA acti-
vities anti-UNP  journals
would have had enoughzmmuni-
tion to fire away at the UNP.

It is best that our general

election is decided on domestic

issues without being side-track-
ed,by coldwar gimamicks that
take ¥ nobody anywhere.

It is a moot question whether
the UNP can, in the next three
weeks, undo the damage done by
its lapse into infantile znti-lefiism
{under cover of anti-Sovierism in
the belief that Maoists, Trotskyites
and the like would be tempred
to lend a sympathetic ear io such
propaganda_ tactics). UNP leaders
may not know the goSsip in im,%r-
nalistic circles that the Mzoist
elements in Lzke House had celverly
used some persons in the UNP jour-
nal to have a bash at their “mortal
enemies”, the Russian Revisionists,
to eliminate them from Lake House.
What element of truth there is
in this is hard to say, but it is diffi-
cult to forget that there is ysually
no smoke without a fire. The cru-
cial question is whether the UNP
can regain some of the lost glitter
of the “‘image" its leader Mr. J. R.
Jayewardene had assidyously tried
to create during the last five years:
that the UNP 1s a new, and vigo-
rous ‘‘sociz.ist” party. This will
be an uphill task,

3
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At the time of Prorogation
and Dissolution the UNP had
stood on the crest of an anti-
Government wave. In retrospect,
it would seem that the anti-Gov-
ernment wave was also due to
the belief that the Goverpment
was even then seeking to find ways
and means to postpone the elections.
The UNP had mounted a major
propaganda campaign that the Gov-
ernment would not hold, the elec-
tions—(unless forced)—and the pub-
lic had been worked up because
of suspicions about the dictaiorial
inhibitions of the SLFP. The Dis-
solutioh and the announcement
of the Election came as a rude
shock to many who had convinced
themselyes that the elections would
be postponed. This was an anti-cli-
max to UNP's high-piiched campaign.

With Nomination and the emer-
gence of three major groups com-
tending for parliamentary power,
voters have begun to sit back and
think. Admittedly, there is still
deep distrust and suspicion about
the UNP: that it is anti-Left and
pro-West (pro-imperialist). To
some extens these apprel.nsions
of the UNF had been allayed by
the new “image'' leader Juayewar-
dene has tfied-to create, but the
recent propaganida in the UNP’s
Journal  has blown this sky high.
Without some degree of support
from the lefi-minded and anti-
west-minded voters, the UNP can-
not win an absolute majority. WVill
it be able to woo and win these
voters (or a gizable section among
them) in the next three weeks
after the numerous faux pas that
have militated against the new
“image’" of the Party. »

There are however two <actors
which favour the UNP: First,
the Government js still not able
to overcome the distress caused
by shortages and high prices—and
people feel that 2 change of govern-
ment might prove to be a remedy;
and second, the UNP has the best
grassroots election organisation in
every electorate, and if these orga-
nisations are mobilised in the cor-
rect way they will be able Lo carry
propaganda lo the remotest part
of the country. J. R. layewardene
still does not have the charisma
of 2 supreme national leader (Mrs.
Bandaranaike still has much greater
charismatic pull), but he is an
outstanding organiser and the UNP
party organisation he has built
up in the last five years (in the most
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careful and painstaking way) is
the best political machine in the
country loday. Neither the SLFP
nor the ULF has anything com-
parable. The only weakness of the
UNP machine is that it has not
been politicalised enough to -win
over the uncommitted voters and
the somewhat left-inclined sections
of the population.

"It would be also pertinent to
note that a new trend which has
manifested itself after UNP's diar-
rhoeic outburst of puerile anti-
leftism is that .1l traditionally anti-
UNP elements in every electorate
have begun to consider the possi-
bilities of swinging behind the anti-
UNP candidate on the List
most likely to collect the largest
number of votes, be he SLFP, ULF
or ludependent. Whether this trend
will gather momentum is yet to
be seen. These people realise that
the division of the votes zamong
the “progressive’’ parties and groups
will help the UNP and this new
sentiment about checking this at
grassroots voter level (although
the anti-UNP parties are at log-
gerheads) is an interesting deve-
lopments.

All in all, the General Elections
of 1977 promises to be the most
interesting election to take place
in Ceylon so far. Many are tempted
to find a similarity between the
current electicn and the election of
March [960 when no electoral agree-
ments were in ferce. At that time,
even the Left Parties had gope into
the fray as separate parties—the
LSSP, the MEP, aad the CP. The
LSSP and CP had fielded nearly 100
cardidates each, The oytcome was
that the UNP,, ,under Dudley
Senanayake, had emerged as the
largest single party but without a
majority in the House of Represen-
tatives. The UNP had hoped to get
FP support, but the latter had not
oblige the UNP because it was the
UNP whick had . torpedoed the
Chelyanayakam - Bandaranaike * Pact
through extra-parliamentary acticns
like the March to Kandy which had
triggered the communal riots of
1958, This time three major left-min-
ded parties, the LSSP,. CP and the
PDP, are fighting together as the
ULF. Though the ULF will not deter-
mine the outcome of the elections,
(and though it may oren the way for
many UNP electoral victories), the
ULFis a catalyst to induce quali-
tative changes with far-reaching
implications.

S MR-
TRIBUNE, June 25, 1977



SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

June 5 — june 9

A DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA AND THE WORLD
COMPILED FROM DAILY NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHED IN COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—Ceylon Daily Mirror;
CO—Ceylon Observer;: $T—Sunday Times; DM—Dina-
mina; LD—Lankadipa; VK—Virakesari; ATH—Aththa;
SM—Silymina; SLD—Sri Lankadipa;
DP—Dinapathi; SU—Sun; DW-—Dawasa;
mani; WK<-Weekend; RR—Rivirasa;

CM—Chintha-

SUNDAY, JUNE 5: Police will set up "Elections
1977", the massive security exercise mounted soon after
dissolution to ensure a peaceful general election as
possible following Nomination Day tomorrow. Work
at all hospitals reverted to normal yesterday as doctors
who had sent in sick notes for the previsus two days
reported for work; they are expected to work today.
The mystery behind the sudden aquisition of wealth
by certain repatriates fram Sri Lanka to India, was
one of the important topics that came up for discussion
at last week’s Indo-Sri Lanka Conference on smuggling
and exchange control offences. There was a great show
of peasant power at Kandy yesterday when tle SLFP
election campaign was inaugurated by the PM. Sri
Lanka has reaped a bumper harvest from thr steadily
rising price fetched by tea in the London market. The
government decided yesterday to close down che Rail-
way workshop at Ratmalana and the office of the Chief
Mechanical Engineer until furcher notice following the
deadlock between railway trade unions and the autho-
rities. The General election campaign will begin in
earpnest from tomorrow when candidates fighting for
168 places in the enlarged NSA will file in their nomina-
tion papers 4t 32 centres all over the island—S0O. The
high commands of the three major political groups
contesting the general election wers yesterday briefing
their candidates oh the proper procedure to be observed
in the preparation and submission] of nomination papers
tomprrow a® the various centres. Work in all govern-
ment hospials is* likely to retum to norms] tomorrow,
GMOA .and®* AMS sources informed yesterday. A
few of tBe commercial banks fear a serious cash shortage
in view of the continued trade union_action by the
Cencral Bank staff. Political circles are buzzing with
the news that Mr. J. R. Jayewardene, the UNP jeader
has decided to write to the Soviet leaders protesting
against what he dlleges to be interference in the internal
affairs of Sri Lapka by the USSR embassy—ST. India and
Sri Lanka will next week commence a joint probe to
track down-to masterminds behind organised smug-
gling combines operafing between the two countries.
Skeleton train services maiptained on Thursday and
Friday came to a complete halt yesterday when engines
were prevented from entering or leaving engine sheds
by strikers of railway unions. The UNP led Rajya Seva
Jathika Vruthiya Samithi Sammelanaya in a statement
issued to the press, states that the Sammelenaya or any
individual union affiliated to it, while dissaproving any
sort of trade union action whether it be work-to-rule
or stoppage of work, would neither give prominence
or support any such measures when the country was
on the eve on an election. The work-to-rule adopted
by rhe railway empioyees, has resulted in large scale
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food shortages, in ¢t h¢ remote areas, it is reliably under-
stood—SU. The doctors who returned to work yesterday
have said that if their grievances are not met by today.
they will again go on medical leave from tomorrow,
The CP is not putting forward any candidate in the
laffna district at the next general election—VK. The
government decided to close down five more workshops
because the work-to-rule ine the railway continues.
—SLDP. Normally 506 trains run throughout the island,
now only 2% are running, where over 100 goods trains
ran now #10t even one iS running—ATH.

MONDAY, JUNE 6: The Commissioner of elections
said yesterday that all arrangements were finalised
yesterday for the acceptance of nominations today
from candidates who will seek election to the eighth
post-independence parliament; strict security measures
will be in force at all centres where nomination papers
will be received. The GMOA and the AMS yesterday
decided to temporarily suspend the strike by doctors;
it was called off by the Action Committee of the two
associations at midnight yesterday. Doctors who were
occupying the paying wards in the General Hospital
Colombo vacated them yesterday and moved into the
Barnes Place quarters. The railway operated most
of it's main line Sunday service yesteriay following
the calling off of part of the work-to-rule campaign
by guards. The Ceylon Ceramics Corporation is now
negotiating with foreign manufacturers of sanitary ware
and electrical insulators to set up export oriented
projects here. Government Medical Practitioners and
Assistant Medical Practitioners of the Health Depart-
ment decided to go on strike from today—CDN. Over
500 .andidates will hand in their nomination papers
at 32 centres throughout tlie country for the first
general elections under thie constitution of the Republic
of.Sri Lanka. The general elections will protect the
workers and the democratic rights of the people; there-
fore it is foolish for the workers to launch strikes at
this particular juncture; according to the . Geperal
Secretary of tlie UNP controlled trade unions in 2
press release issued on the unrest in the country. The
Japatha Vimukthi Peramuna (People’s Liberation Front.)
has no particular secrets; its only secret is to capture
power through struggles with the assistance of the
poor Masses; so said Mr. Waag. Tilakaratne, who was
in jail for insurgent activities and released under the
Republic Day Amnesty at a mass propaganda rally
of the JVP held at Gampaha. Discyssions between the
University Teachers Federation and the Vice Chancellor
ended in a deadlock=CDM. The ‘work-to-rule’ by Rail-
way employees enters it's thirteenth day today with no
signs cf settlement. The President of the UNP has
written to Soviet leaders protesting against the inter-
fefence in internal affairs of the country by Soviet person-
nel on assignments here. The VP, though not a recog-
nised party, will get the ‘bell’ as it’s symbol if there
are no objections to it from other candidates at today's
nominations—SU. Co-operative chanelled  practice
by government medical specialists will start shortly;
this follows the decision by the Ministry of Health to
implement the scheme now that the doctors who
occupied the class | paying wards of the General Hospital
have moved out to their new quarters. The maximgm
retail price of a box of safety matches containing not
less than 50 sticks, which was sold at 10 cents earlier
will be increased to |5 cents—CO. To improve the Uda
Walawe Scheme the government has set aside 226
Jakhs of Rupees—DM.
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TUESDAY, JUNE 7: There was a surprising amount
of bonhomie and good clieer all rouns when party
leadeys and candidates mingled freely blending their
blues, greens and reds in remarkable harmony of both
spiritseand colour when they arrived to hand in their
nomination papers yesterday for the 1977 generalelec-
tions: the contrast was even greater. because the plat-
form proformances of these same candidates have been
so different. The USSR embassy in Sri Lanka in a reply
to the UNP ‘Journal’ which accused it of interference
in local politics says that it flatly rejects the indicated
fabrications as having absolutely no grounds and comsi-
ders that these fabrications have the purpose to mislead
public opinion in Sri Lanka. The Health Minister will
meet the action committee cf the Association of
Government Medical Practitioners and the Society of
Assistant Medical Practitioners this morning for+ dis-
cussions on their outstanding demands. Mr. Anura
Weeraratne, former Additional Secretary to the Ministry
of Industries and Scientific Affairs and Chairman of the
Ceylon Ceramic: Corporation was released on Rs.
75,000 bail by the Criminal Justice Commission yester-
day—CDN. The largest number of Independent candi-
dates ever, will contest the forthcoming general election
270 ind .pendent candidates submitted their nomination
papers yesterday; the UNPis flelding 154, while the
SLFP has put forward 146 and the United Left Front
130. Lt. Col. Ananda, father-in-law of Sanjay Gandhi
was found shot dead outside Delhi last Saturday—CDM

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8: Any act directed towards
causing contempt for the administration -of Justice
or caysing ill-will amongst :he people will be severely
dealt with by the Police with the start of the general
election campaign on MNomination Day. The Railway's
skeleton service began pickimg up yesterday with a
number of workers ir the Maradana and Dematagoda
sheds beginning to work. The Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation is doing it's best with it's limited fleet
of bowsers to feed the provinces with stocks of petrol,
diesel and" kerosene said on® of their spokesmen yester-
day. An emergency program to distribute foqd to the
areas affected by the rail strike has been drawn up by
the Food Department. The first consignment of wall
tiles, manufactured at the wall tile factory at Balangoda
will be shipped to Saudi Arabia on June 20—CDN. Is
an unseen hand behind the current wave of anti-govern-
ment strikes?: a squad of detectives from the CID
special branch has been detailed to find out the answer.
Mr. Vasudeva Nanayakkara has said in a press release
that he still comsiders himﬁelf a member of the LSSP
and that he contests the elections as @ ULF candidate.
The Independent Medical Practitioner’s Association
has urged the government that the services of a govern-
ment doctor be made available to the general practi-
tioner in the implementation of the Chapelled Consul-
tation practice for government doctors. The Railway
Guard’s Union has called off it's work-to-rule campaign
with effect from midnight yesterday; the Presdent
of the Unpion hoped that they would be able to bring
the services back to pormal today. The leader of the
UNP, has written to the leaders of the Soviet Union
alleging the inyolvement of the So_\rl_et Embassy in
Colombo in the ‘partisan political activities' of a section
of the local press which is controlled by the present
government—CDM. There are signs of the work-to-rule
of Railway shed workers being called off today. The
Public Service Technical Officer’s Trade Union Federa-
tion has asked the Leader of the UNP for an assurance
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that public servants drawing more than Rs. 560 a month
would be granted political rights when the UNP comes
to power. The External Law Student’s Association of
the University of Sri Lanka has expressed ‘complete
solidarity’ with the dopns who resigned recently over a
pay dispute with the government—SU. The CP of Sri
Lapnka has stressed that the policy of a seperate Tami|
state should figure in the ULF manifesto—VK.

THURSDAY, JUNE 9: The draft to ban the
use of cyclamates, dulcin and saccharin in Sri Lanka,
was handed over to the Ministry ofiHealth last week:
the proposed legislation brings our food law in line
with that of many countries including the USA which
have  banned the use of artificial sweetners on the g-o-
unds that it is injurious to health. The lailway Services
were fast returning to normal following the re-opening
of the Chief Mechanical Engineer’s offices at Ratmalana
and a number of workers in running and repair sheds
in Maradana and Dematagoda doing their normal
quota of work, a railway spokesman said. The Central
Bank will be closed to all non-staff grade employees
from today until further nc.ice; there will be no bank
clearing today; this announcement was made yesterday
by the Monetary Board. The Ministry of Planning and
Economic Affairs, has in collaboration with the National
Youth Service Council launched a training program for
500 persons needed for projects begun by Divisional
Development Councils. Fifteen district hospitals which
have been dispensing Western medicine will be con-
verted to Ayurvedic hospitals soon, a spokesman for
the Health Department said yesterday—CDN. Vandals
have been at work, destroying the SLFP branch office
at Ginigattena. The Federation of University Teachers
meets today to review the situation and map out their
future strategy over the salary dispute. Sri Lanka's tea
production is up by 12.2 million kgs. over the correspon-
ding period last year. There had been only a slight im-

- provement in the operation of train services yesterday

compezred with Tuesday. The People’s Bank Officer’s
Association has decided to stage a token strike on July
22 and follow a work-to-rule procedure in support
of the Ceylon Bank Employees Union which has already
decided to launch a general strike of it's membership
in all banks frem June 22—CDM. The government
decided to close the Cenfral Bank and declere it out
of bourids to all non-staff and minor employees'because
the acting goverdior and several officials wére ‘gheraoed’
for six hours yesterday. The Secretary to the PM has
informed secretaries to all ministries that the PM had
told all Deputy Miristers it would be better to go on
the basis that they had ceased to hold office so that
there would not be any possibility of controversy on
this question. A new DIG las been appointed for
Nuwara Eliya. A number of politicians of the govers-
ment party are to be prosecuted shortly on charges
of misappropriation of money and misuse of vehicles
belonging to certain co-operative depots. The Acting
Secretary of the JVP, Upatissa Gamanayake
Tillekeratne and W. Dharmasena, who were held as
insurgents and released after the emergency was witl.-
drawn, are indicted with attempted murder and attemp-
ted robbery in the High Court of Avissawella—SU.
Because of an agreement reached between the trade
unions in the hill country, the Land Commissioner’s
Department has taken the distribution of land from
where it left off—VK.
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“BACKGROUND FLASHBACK

Mahaweli—2

by R. Kahawita

In general there are two methods
of transferring water from ope
basin to another. The first is- by
means of an opeh channel taken
down the dividing ridge, or through
a saddle between the two basins.
This is frequently done in irriga-
tion works as, for example, in
the Elahera, Giritale, Minneri irri-
gation systems. The second me-
thod is the connection of two suit-
able points, one on each drathage
line, by means of a tunnel. This
has been adopted mostly in hydro-
electric schemes as, e.g., at Norton
Biidge.

In the case under consideration,
the first method does not appear
to be'feasible. From an examination
of the top maps there appears
to be a feasible route of diversion
using two sections of tunnels. The
route though feasible topographi-
cally, may or may not be feasible
from the geological conditions that
exist. .

The route of the proposed tun-
nels znd improved waterways is
shown on the topo sheets .25,
1.20, 1.15, 1.10 and 1.5. A ridge
at elevations varying from 1,700
to 2,000 ft. divides the Mahaweli
and Such Ganga basins between
Katugastota and Wattegama, The
level of the P.W.D. bridge ®at
Katugastota, cnie mile above the
points of diversion 1/20 (8.15%0.25),
is about® 1470 M.S.L. The river
bed level attHe point of diversion
will be %bout 1,400. The level of
the drainage line at Yatawara |/20
(10.1x3.0), in the Sudu
basin is about 1,300. The direct
dist@nce between those two points
is about 3.5 miles. Therefore it
cam be seen that a possibility exists
for a diversion of a part of “the
Mahaweli Ganga flow into the
Sudu Gapga.

The Sudu Ganga finally discharges
via the Ambanganga back into
the Mahaweli Ganga near Mapam-
pitiya. Therefore, to take the water
further north 1t is necessary to
dam the Sudu Ganga and to carry
the water through the intervening
ridge into the Kalawewa basin.
This can be done by one of two
methods:—

A. (i) An znicut can be construc-

ted across the Ambanganga at
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Akarahaduywa 1/10 (9.1X4.85) and®
the water carried in an open
contour channel across the
Nalanda Oya to Uswattawa /10
(9.35x6.05), at an elevation of
aboyt 800.

{ii) From here a tunnel can pass
the water inder the dividing
ridge and drop it into the Dam-
bulla Oya at Kuruweketuwe
Wewa 1/5 (10.2x2.55).« The ele-
vation here is about 750 and the
length of the tunnel required
is approximately 5.5 miles.

B. Instead of constructing an
apicut a tankK can be " built by
an embarkment at 1/10 (9.7x-
5.6), above the Bowatenne anicut.
The water can be drawn up from
the periphery of the reservoir
so formed* and passed into~ the
tunnel®as» described at A (ii)
above.

The length of the river section
along which the water will have
to flow is 26 miles up to the intake
into the second tunnel. In this
research there are 7 apicut schemes
that have been constructed by
the Ivrigation Department. Various
stre.ches of cultivatad land lie on
either side of this stream.

FIRST TUNNEL:— The length of
the tunnel will Le 3.5 miles at a
velocity of 8 ft. per second. The
discharge capacity of various sizes
of circular tupnel’ is as follows:—

10 ft. dia'— 600 cusecs.
20 ft. dia — 2,500 cusecs.
30 ft, dia — 5,700 cusecs.

The maximum overburden for
this tunnel will be about 500 ft.
A certain sectijon at the beginning
may havesto be carried as an open
Ened channel, in which case the
length of the tunnel will be shor¢-
ened to about 3 miles. In the Yata-
wara end of the tunnel there is a
steep drop in ground level to the
drainage line. It may be possible

1944 -45 1945-46 1946 -47 1947 -48 1948-49 1949-50
October 4,500 4,600 3,300 3,800 2,100 3,900
November 5,800 4,700 5,000 700 1,700 3,500
December 4,700 4,100 8,000 900 2,300 3,800
January 650 1,500 5,000 900 1,800 2,200
February 600 800 1,700 90 500 1,800
March 500 1,200 2,200 800 700 2,200
April 100 2,500 2.100 900 1,400 1,500
May 500 800 1,200 1,100 2,000 3,000
hine 2,700 2,200 2,100 5,000 4,300 4,500
July 1,400 4,900 2,500 4,700 4,600 6,200
August 3,100 5600 14,000 1,200 4,700 5,000
September 1,600 4,000 2,000 600 4,200 7,600
6
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to utilize this drop for the produc-
tion of hydro-electric power.

SECOND TUNNEL:—The length
of this tunnel will be approxi-
mately 5.5 miles. The. maximum
everburden will be zbout 550 ft.
at the Karawilahena ridge.

L
Woater can be conveyea further
north from the Dambulle Oya
by a reconstruction of the abap-
doned Yodi Ela extending north-
wards from Wellahena F[25 (6.9x
1.1), and then possibly via the old

Kandalamayedaela into the Mal-
wattuoya catchment.
FURTHER  INVESTIGATION  RE-

QUIRED :—Before making any de-
finite proposals much investigation
has to be done.

(a) The water resources of the
Mahaweli basin should be ana-
lysed and plans for their econo-
mic utilisation drawn up-

(b) The needs of the existing
lands cultivated from the Maha-
weli Ganga, e g, the Allai Scheme
and the Minipe Scheme, should
be looked into.

(c) Detriled surveys, both sur-
face and sub-surface, are required
along the tunnel sections, and
the waterways that will be tra-
versed by rhe diverted water.
The borings for the tunnel loca-
tions will extend from 500-600
ft. below surface in some instances.
(d) The suitability of existing
structures along the Sudu Ganga
to pass the increased discharge
should be investigated.

Hydrology :—Thae area of the Maha-
weli basin above Tennakumbura
where there is a gauge station
is 547 sq. miles. The site of the
diversicn is 4 miles above Tenna-
kumbura. Gaugings are available of
the flow past this station for Syears.

*These are as follows—
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The average rainfall of 3 represqntative stations in the catchment
are given below:— s

Hatton Onagaloya Orwell such possibilities. He therefore felt

Sep'tember 13.46 17.25 8.93 that the resolution should be sent
October 13.80 18.62 16.59 to the Ministry along with a copy
November - 10.09 14.73 14.20 of the minutes for suitable action.
December 5.96 7.27 7.75 Mr. Clement Dias, supporting
January 4.47 5.63 6.30 Mr. Upamboowe's request, said
February S 2.65 2.63 2.35 that at the present day there wasa
March 6.56 6.30 6.92 tendency in most departments for
April a5 < 9.07 9.90 9.93 old officers to oppose whatever
May o e 14.75 16.30 11.44 schemes were put forward by
Jume =t ot 21.41 25.33 12,12 young officers, however feasibl’e
July 21.39 22.25 9.84 they might be. Mr. Unamboowe’s
August 15.50 18.20 7.97 resolution called for an officer to
be appointed for the purpose of

140.01 164,41 113.74 investigating possibilities of such

Hydro data for Kalawewa:—
Capacity: 72,600 acre ft.
Full supply area: 6,380 acres.
F.5.L.: 420 R.L.
Sill of Sluices: 390, 394, 399.
Discharge at maximum supply:
433, 200, 176 (say) 800 cusecs.
Action has alrsady been taken
to divert part of the Mahaweli
.Gapga flow into N.C.P. by the
construction of the Nalanda Oya
Reservoir which is in progress.
In this instance it is proposed to
divert aboyt 30,000 ac.ft.from the
Nalanda Oya, a tributary of the
Mahaweli Ganga into Kalawewa,
The Deputy Director of *ljriga-
tion added that th® department
was already studying the possibi-
lities of the Mahaweli Ganga basin
and that already some jnvestigz-
tions have Jzen done. The most
important aspect of the matter
was the economic study ofa scheme
and said that he was pot aware
how long such a study would take.
It is possible to divert the Mahaweli
Ganga north to lJaffna®er south
to Hambantota as the levels will
ermit it. But these ventures could
Ee started only if they are econo-
mical. The possibility of sthe use
of the Mahaweli Ganga water in its
own basin should first be investi-
gated, and only if after satisfying the
needs of that basin surplus water
was still available, attempts should
be made to divert the flow to other
catchments, as the diversion, cons-
truction of long channels and big
reservoirs will be very expensive.
He added that a previous spea-
ker had mentioned that if the
Railway was constructed from
Rambykkana tc Bandarawela cuct-
ing through several hills, he did
not see what difficulty there was
in constructing a channel from
the Mahaweli Canga. He said that
_ the Railway could run up a hill
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or down a valley whereas a channel
had to always go down and down.
To divert the flow of Mahaweli
Ganga a small channel woyld not
do. To carry the flood discharge,
very big channels would be neces-
sary, and also the construction of
very big reservoirs was necessary
for storing the water for use during
the drought period. The question
of the possibilities of the river
basin in Ceylon are being studied
by the department, and it is not
possible at prisent ‘to say wi.at
the final proposals will be and how
long the copstruction will take.
Mr. D. B. Ellepofa, Acting Direc-
tor, Rural Development, said that
he could. recollect having sent a
proposal made by a certain gentle-
man somewhere in 1939 to “the Irrigat-
ion Department to investigate the possi-
bility «of tapping the Mahaweli Ganga
near about Kandy and diverting the
water to Galagedara pass. (note,
correct, this was the beginning of
the studies by the |. D. At that

time the cost being very  prohibi-,

tive much attention had not been’
paid to the suggestion. He requested
the Director of Irrigation to see
whether any such scheme had
« been investigated.

Mr. U. B. Upamboowe said again
that his request was a very simple
one. He merely asked that un
officer be appointed to investigate
the possibilities of such a scheme.
The officer who is appointed should
be allowed to call for represen-
tations if necessary. He also re-
quested that this matter be ex-
pedited.

The Chairman said that the
Deputy Director of Irrigation in
his memorandum as well as in his
remarks had indicated that there
are possibilities of doing certain
things to effect a scheme as de-
sired. But Mr. Upnamboowe desired
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a scheme so that the dry zone might
be irrigated by the waters of the
Mahaweli Ganga. He added that
in Ceylon the maximum rainfall
was about 200" and the lowest was
about 50", whereas countries re-
ceiving as little as 10" rainfall were
doing better than Ceylon. In re-
gard to the question of economy
raised by the Deputy of Irrigation,
he said that the Government had
plenty of money and there was
no reason why something of it
should not be spent on a scheme
of that nature.

Mr. S, Sivapalan, M.P., said that
what was required was an inves-
tigation of the scheme. The idea
behind the mover in asking for
the appointment of a special officer
for the purpose, was that the full
scheme be implemented with the
least possible delay. He -believed
that there was no harm in passing
that, resolution and conveying to
the Minister the desirability of
detailing a special officer. for that
work with particylar reference to
the possibility of maling use of
the water that is going 'maste in
the Mahaweli Ganga for the bejefit
of the areas that require it most.

° This record of the discussions
that took place in the Cen*ral
Board of Agriculture and the preli-
minary feasibility report submitted
to tie Board by ‘the Irrigation
Department in 1951 should draw
the curtain down on these who
claim of visions and dreams of
Mabaweli diversion and it should
be a closed chapter pow. The
project had now taken shape, but
there are several links to be welded
in the chain of using the water
so diverted before the full benefit
of the scheme can be realised.
The techpical aspects of the
project are complete but not the
settlement and human aspects which
are of prime importance for the

TRIBUNE, June 25, 1977



-

scheme to be a success. These are
being very badly neglected at the
moment, because of the hurry
to bring settlers into the area;
these aspects are being overlooked.

. | hope the settlement aspects will
be given priority 2bove all other
things, after the election fever
is over.

Maintenance .and operation of
the project will entail an annual
recurrent expenditure of 160 mil-
lion rupees. In the next budget
this sum will have to be voted if
the sections of the scheme so for
constructed are to be of use to the
nation.

(Concluded) .

& e
POINT OF VIEW

Election

Perspectives
by R. Kahawita

Sixth of June has come and gone,
with a lot of fanfare, garlanding
and ovations; 761 hopefulls are in
the field to turn Sri Lanka into a
better place to live in, than in
the past seven years. The nomi-
nations worked out very smoothly.
For fhis we $hould be thankful
to our Election Commissioner
with outstanding ability, integrity
and impartiality. His next task is
the conduct of voting for which
he 1feeds all the co-operation,

goodwill "and discipline *of all Poli,

tical “Farties and Independents. We
ate certain he will get the co-
operation.

According to the news reports
the Commissioner of Elections has
recognised nine pdlitical parties

* and has assigped symbols and cclours
of their choice to trade mark their
Politics and Party aspirations.

Of the nine political pargies
who have fielded candidates. there
are only three parties that come
up to a National level of import-
ance and who are in the run to
form a Government after the elec-
tions. In a national state assembly
of 168 elected members, the United
National Party is fielding some
|54 candidates. The Sri Lanka Free-
dom Party is fielding some |46
candidates and the United Left
Front is fieluing 132 candidates.
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Each of these parties his
the potential of coming home
with 84 seats on their own
to form a Government. If
they fall below this target
then there will be political
bargaining and who will team
up with whom to form a Gov-
ernment is anybody's guess.

The yardstick, the voter has is
the past performancesof each party
and the promises broken or ful-
filled in the past, party who has
had a chance to run the country
and convince the voter what they
could do, and what they hope to
do next, if they were to be elected
to form a government. Their pres-
cription to cure the immediate
ills of the country is in their prin-
ciples and manifestos. How much
of it will-be swallowed by the voter
is something to be seen after the
elections.

The Political Party to be in the
voters’ clinic first was the United
National Party with the Policies
and Principles publicized at the
1975 December rally. This was
ir preparation for a 1975 elections
.or which they agitated in various
ways. They also have put out a
tinal committment of Policy on
the 25th of Mey, 1977 at the opening

of the election campaign at
Bogambara.

The Sri Lanka Freedom Party
has yet®to make a decisive policy
declaration, though the press on
the second of June carried a few
promises, mainly to consolidate

what they have done during the
last seven years and plug those
political and administrative holes
which® have eroded the faith of
the citizens in the party's ability
to build a socialist state and the
resulting vacyous state of things
they have left behind at the time
the State National Assembly was
dissolved. What their future P6li-
cies will be are yet to be crystalized
in forms the voter can grasp and
build up hope of a better future.
It is unfortunate that the United
Front started to disintegrate a few
months before the N.S.A. was pro-
rogued. This action of the Prime
Minister may have been the cause
to shake the faith and confidence
in the United Front citadel to
usher in the promised socialist
state, or it may be that a2 no-con-
fidence motion, if it were to be
debated, might have bared the skele
tons in the many cupboards. What-
ever the reasons may be it has
shaken the faith of the voter amd
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the "“Unions’” ability to lead him
to the promised Land. The gradual
erosion of their faith in the. Gov-
ernment has cascaded into despair
after the break up. The people—
the masses, proletariat, whatever
the jargons the leftist used to des-
cribg the voters, are now convinced
that chey got played out of, not
only of the free measure of rice
they promised to give if che U.F.
were to'be elected to power: but
everything else that mattered to
the common man. They have been
also told that the Goverpment
has failed to manage the countr
as promised and the choijce is bac
on to the road begging for food.
But not for “A privileged few who
never had it so good.” An indict-
ment against the U.F. by a de-
fecting Minister who marshalled all
the courage he rould command
to discredit the United Front Poli-
cies and ‘‘do the bolt’'. This admis-
sion by a Minister of the U.F. gov-
ernment after six years of “service”
will certainly shake the confidence
of the voter. This very same Minis-
ter went further to say that the
damage done to the social and
econo nic life of the people of
Sri Lanka are irreparable and are
such that "any Government that
comes into power in the future
will be bard put to resuscitate
the economy if the present financial
policies are allowed to be
continued.”

Already four Ministers of the
U.F. cabinet have jumped the Board
and have formed another wunited

front to fight the elections.
This is the United Left Front,
which is a triumvirate of
Lanka - Sama Samaja Party, the

Communist Party with allegiance to
Moscow, and the new breakaway
group of the Sri Lanka Freedom
Part;. Their ideas have not yet
been welded together to form
the last shot to be fired at the
voters. Their inability to get to-
gether in a common ideology to
go out on an election rampage
is quite understandable. Probably
after the other parties have spelled
out their programme of what this
country should be for the next
six years, they may come with 2
formula to throw every other
Political party in the shade, and
give the voter a completely new
and different pill to swallow; as a
quack would claim “either it will
kill you or cure, take your chance.”

The United National Party was
the National Congress of the “Fight
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for Independence’’ days, together
with the Sinhala . Mahajand Sd@a.
In the first National election and
the first step towards independence
\in 1931, the stalwarts of the U.N.P.

went to the polls as National Con-
gress *and those who disagreed
went as independents. In the se-
cond step towards ipdependence
and at the negotiating table was
born the U.N.P., and went to the
Polls in 1947 as the United National
Party. Thereafter ®he Party went
ahead, even though there were
defections etc, alone te woo the
voter. As it would happen in any
democracy, they won and lost ac-
cording to the mood of the voters,
They always went alone and the
voter judged them on what the
party promised them and what
they got. It is in the fray again

alone, with 154 candidates, with
some contestants in the federal
areas too.

The Sri Lanka Freedom Party was
a breakawav from the U.N.P. and
went to the Polls in 1956 not alone
as S.L.F.P. but as M.E.P. which
too was a breakaway group from
the L.S.5.P. The two breakaway
groups, one from the ‘‘capitalist
ridden’’ U.N.P. aud the other
from the ‘leftist ridden” L.5.S.P.
formed the M.E.P. and at the 1956
elections they won with a comfor-
table margin bt ended disastrously.
Thereafter the 5.L.F.P. gained in
stature but always went to the
polls with some understanding with
the minor political® groups and in
1970 1t formed the Grand Alliance
with the L.S.S.P. and C.P. at the
bargain price of Key Portfolios
to be assigned to the two leftist
groups. The result of this alliance
is still the talkings Eoint in all poli-
tical circles and it has even filtered
down to the village well and the
village market place. The disin-
tegration, of the Grand Alliapce
may not be a healthy sign for, the
party.

The leftists were never able to
form a Government of cheir own.
They have been throughout their
political history in the opposition,
and even there always a minority
group. The 1977 election is the
only time the leftist group has
ventured out in strength to form
a Government. It is a good move
politically as it would move our
politics to a left and right. But
what are their Political offerings
to the voter?

The WU.N.P. has . changed its
image ond face, jt has discarded
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othe so-called capitalist, the larided
gentry—thanks to tho Land Re-
forms of United Front—and other
reactionaries. And put on the
mantle of socialism. They are
committed to protect democracy,
so they say, and their first obli-
gation is to safeguard the nation
and build a democratic way of
life. And to keep their commit-

ment to socialism, they have adop-

ted Democratic Socialism as the
new Political Philosophy.

The S.L.F.P. since its Grand Al-
liance, they have been talking of
Social Democracy based on thou-
ghts and principles of the party's
Late Founder. They have not yet
found what these principles are
50 the party is now riddled with
chieftans who speak socialism to
the dozen, and with the slogan—
“those who help themselves, the
gods help them.”

The United Left Front (ULF)
has definite ideas and their out-
look is definite and objective—
State socialism. State to be sole
owner, operator, distributor, deve-
loper of National wealth and the
inhabitants, al' to be state workers
and employees. This = a very
simple jormuta to understand and
accept if the voters cun stomach
it. This, they claim, will solve
all the national probiems.

What does the U.N.P. offer in
their declaration of Policies and
Principles of 25th May [977 to
the voters? The average voter,
he voter with nothing fo «call
is own now, to those who are
on border line of want, too weak®
and destitute to sort out what
his country is to be, only three
things matter tos him—sufficient
food at a price within his capacity
to earn, cheap apparel, and em-
ployment at a wage Jeve? sufficient
to procure his basic needs.. All
his needs are caught up with
“C.O.L." ie. “Cost of Lving'.
The U.N.,P. manifesto has under-
lined this malady of our present
economy, but does not say how
and how soon relief can be given
to lighten the burden. “How it
can be done and how soon'’, are
the sweet Words the voters are eage.
to listep to but so far not heard.
Without employment and a wage
even if the food were to be cheap,
is of no avail to him. He will still
have to be around the dust bins
for his daily morsel. A method
to reduce cost of living and provide
employment will be the magnetic
want to draw the vyoter to which-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

ever party that has the
to his problems. He is not in a
mood to weigh the pros and
cons of a new constitution de-
signed to safeguard  democratic
socialism, equality in law, equal
opportunities; a new educational
system and a host of other princi-
ples to bring happiness and sun-
shine to his drab life. Waiting
for some of those promises he has
suffered for seven years, and he
is in no mdod to wait any longer.
His—the voter's slogan seems to
be—"now or never”.

As far as this burning question
is concerned, the U.[4.P. has not
given a full answer. Unemploy-
ment among the age group [8-25
years can be fairly well mat by the
creation of a Minister for youth
welfare and training, as announced
in the Party Manifesto. But has
the Party got a working nlan to
be implemented immediately, if
they, come into power? Adolescence
is restive, impulsive and impatient;
no time to wait. They will want it
in the shortest possible time.
These three problems—unemploy-
ment, inflation and food will be
the nightmare of any Political
Party or group that may come
into power after July 2lIst.

answer

Food and clothing at a reasonable
price, full employment and equal
opportunity. All other declarations
of policy fall by the wayside.

The Sri Lanka Freedom Party in
their sketch manifesto as given in a
news item of 3rd June has high-
lighted a code of ethics, though
it is late by seven years; it is an
admission that their Politics, Poli-
ticians and their. hirelings have
not followed a code of ethics at
least in publictlife. During the last
seven years the S5...F.P. was res-
ponsible in institutionalizing every-
thing that matiered to the citizen
in his search for his daily require-
ments. Instead of reducing the
“ipstitutions' the S.L.F.P. promises
to take those a step further—
National Development Brigades,
Provident fund to Farmers, Natio-
nal security training, Vigillance
Committees, packs of watch dogs
etc. These are what | refer to as
institutionalizing the daily peeds.
They do not approach anywhere
close to a solution of the Problems
the Party has created during its
seven years of Stewardship.

It also speaks of a threc year
crash programme to generate em-
p!cgment opportunities. If at the
end of seven years the Party is
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speaking of a three year crash pro-
gramme there capnot be much
credence in their crash programme.
They also play on the same string
as the U.N.P, for youth welfare—
A Minister to deal with the prob-
lems They have imposed a com-
plete black-out on “C.O.L.", the
frankenstein-created by  their
institutionalization of food imports,
production, transport, distribution
and retailing—Silence is golden,
no controversy as to how and why.
What - else could they do! The
appezl is now to tle Sangha, Veda,
Guru, Covi and Kamkaru—little
realising that these are the very
groups of voters who are cryshed
with the weight of C.O.L. and
unemployment. There is nothing
left for the Goverpnment to ap-
propriate and distribute so “they
think of the sublime—Sangha, Veda,
Guru, Govi and Kamkaru. Still
the question is where is the food
and clothing promised seven years
ago!

The United Left Front, by the
very mature of its Political philo-
sophy, there is no need for a mani-
festo. During their coalition era,
they nationalized everything and
almost established a totalitarian
economy—the so-called State so-
cialism. All wealth, means of pro-
duction, distribution etc. are owned
by the state and the people are
state workers. If the People pro-
duce encugh, it will be distributed
after meeting the needs of the
“management’” and if it is not
enough, reduce the daily sneces-
sities to what is* available for dis-
tribution—Liye on the ration card
and waiting list. This is a sirfiple

formula, - which everyone . can
understand.. If they come into
power, they will complete the

State Socialism which they started
as partners in the United Front.

They may still form a Govern-
ment, with their own mumbers
at thke elections and a breakaway
group of the. S.LLF.P.—In politics
there are no loyalties, no ethics,
no morals--the struggle is for
power at any cost. “The zignz are
ominous’'. With only 84 seats tc
cominand a working majority, they
may romp home to be at the helm
of state for the next six years or
more; if they can convince the voter
that state socialism is the answer.
If .he question is raised “why didn’t
you do it during the six apnd half
years of partnership with the S.L.F.P?
The ready answer is, “We could
not do it because of the big busi-
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ness mudalalies, Gem merchants,
and C.R.A. tycoons created during
the parinership, so we bailed out
and come to you as an unadulierated
leftist group to save you.”

It it now in the hands of the
voter for decision making. Many
have already decided what to do,
they may attend political meet-
ings, they will listen to what is
being said and promised, yet he
will not * change—He has already
cast his vote—to whom we will
know after July 2lst. It may be
the United National Party, the
Sri Lanka Freedem Party. or the
United Left Front—the order in
which the three parties is listed
Ih_a§ nothing to do with Probabi-
ities.

IS IT NOT TIME

To Follow The Indian

Example?

Sor othing very strange has over-
taken the Sri lanka Broadcasting
Corporation (SLBC).:

It has stopped, .tor some weeks
now, broadcasting reports zbout
S.L.F.P. meetings and rallies and
the speeches of its leaders. This
had earlier Been done on an ex-
clysive basis. Except for an occa-
sional passing reference to’ other
meetings there were no reports
about the meetings ana statements
of other politician leaders or part-
ies. For very good reasons, the
SLBC came” to be known as the
SLFP Broadcasting Corporation.

Though there had been de-
mands that the SLBC should drop
its partisan attitydes, the powers-
that-be had ignored them all. Those
in control of the destinies of the
SLBC (as in the case of other official
mediz) were not in the least bo-
thered about criticism. |t is ot
necessary io detail recount the
manner in which the SLBC had
become a tool in the hands of a
particular caucus in the SLFP,
Only some sections of the SLFP
received regular attention from
the news broadecasters of the SLBC.
The Caucus did not favour certain
sections of the SLFP. often tihis
was only temporary.

But, the Opposition parties have
always suffered grieviously at the
hands of the ruling hierarchy of
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SLBC

othe SLBC. This was also so during

the time the UNP was in power.
But, in more recent times the
SLBC had gone from bad to worse.
It gave publicity to SLFP news
alone: it suppressed all news which
it thought would not be to the
liking of the ruling Caucus in the
government.

Then came the Indian elections,
and the downfall of the Indira
Gandhi government, and Sanjay
Gandhi caycus. The All India Radio
(AIR) had, in the period after the
declaration of Emergency, progre-
ssively become the radio of Indira
Gandhi and the Caucus which
had establithed a near fascist rule
in New Delhi. Opposition news
was either distorted or blacked
out. Indira Gandhi and the Caucus
rovid her were glorified as the
saviours of the nation. Inzpite of
this one-sided propaganda barrage
by the official media, the Indian
voters inflicted a dec’sive and devas-
tating defeat on Indira Gandhi and
her Congres:.

One of the first things that the
new Janata Government did was
to free the AIR and other official
medias frem the bondage which
had been imposed upon it by the
palace caucus betier known as
Sanjay's Mafia. The Janata Govern-
ment gave broadcasting time Lo
the leader of the Opposition on
the same day that the Prime Minis-
ter addressed the nation. This was
shortly after the new government
was sworn in.

While doubts have been expres-
sed about the Japata Pariy’s ability
to resist temptation to exploit
the A.LR. for petty seciarian bene-
fits, it must be said to the credit
of the new Janata Government
that it has endeavoured 1o chalk
out new porms and guidelines to
govern the functioning of the offi-
cial radio. During the just concluded
Assembly - election campaign in
nine States, the Indian government
very wisely had secured an under-
standing among all parties about
the sharing time on KIR and Tele-
vision on the national and state
levels, between May 25 and June 7.
Before we examine the agreement
reached between recognized poli-
tical parties, it is necessary to point
out that a similar demand was raised
in Ceylon by the major political
parties: that they wanted equal
time with the SLFP on the SLBC;
that they wanted equzl news cove-
rage for their meetings.
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sLBC

How did the government ofy
Sri Lanka meet this " demapd?

Judging from the broadcasts
during the last three to four
weeks it is clear that a ban
has béen imposed in regard
to reporting the meetings of
the SLFP as well as the meet-
ings of all other political
parties. Instead of permitting
the use of the radio by all
recognized parties the gov-
ernment merely imposed a
blackout of mews in respect
of the elections, which is the
most important event in the
country today.

For some weeks before the’
imposition of the current ban,
the SLBC devoted over 95
per cent of its news bulletins
to the speeches of the Prime
Ministers and other SLFP lea-
ders at different meetings.
Today these speeches have
been shut out, but listeners
have now been condemned
to suffer boring details of
minor governmental activity
e.g. the repairing of roads,
the improving of tank bunds
fabulous exports and so on
and so forth.

It is not necessary to detail th®
kind of news that comes®gver th®
radio at the mdment. But it is
clear that the government is deter-
mined to keep the SLBC as its
special media and monopoly; it
seems™ @ think that a copstant
repetition of minor government
activities—most of them far from
the real truth—will help to build
its image in the public and among
voters. Such propaganda devices
may well become *counter pro-
ductive.

Tribune will publish, for the
record, the report which appeared
in the Indifn newspapers of May
21, about the details of the agree-
ment between the recognized poli-
tical parties in regard to the way
they shared time over the Indiap
National radio. This is something
which Ceylon could easily have
followed.

The Hindu report read:

An understanding has been reached
by recognized political parties at
the national and State levels for
sharing time on All India Radio
and televizion between May 25
and June 7 for their campaign
for the Assembly elections. The
Union Minister for Information and,
Broadcasting, Mr. L. K. Advani,
who announced this at the con-

clusion of a daylong meeting with
representativez of four national
parties and eight State parties,
described the agreement a5 a
major breakthrough in the efforts
made for over two decades to make
the media available for election
campaign. Under the scheme agreed
to today, each recognised party
will be allowed to make two broad-
casts of |5 minutes duration each
over AR and one broadcast of 15
minutes over TV. The order in
which the parties, will broadcast
will be determined by draw of
lots. The dates and timing and
the order in Wwhich the parties
will broadcast will be decided
under the supervision of the Chief
Electoral Officer of the State. The
persons participating in the broad-
cast will be chosen by the party
concerned. The prrtics will he
given facilities for broadcasting
from the principal Akashvani sta-
tion and Doordarshan kendra (where
there is one) in every State in
which election to the Assembly
is to be held. Broadcast from the
principal station in the State will
be relayed from <!l other Akashyani
“stations in_the State.

In case a State party recognised
by the Election Commission in
one or more States fields a sizeable
number of cendidates for election
in @ State in which it is not 5o
recognized, d gist of the election
broadcasts made by® the said State
party in any one of the States will
«bg covered in the regional news
bulletin; of the radio stations in
that State.

Certain guidelines have been agreed
to on the nature of the talk. The
parties will avoid in their tglks
any criticism of friendly countries,
any attack on religious or commu-
nities, anything obscene and de-
famatory, any incitement to vig®
lence, anything amounting to con-
tempt of court and any aspersions
on the integrity of the President

and judiciary. 2
The parties and their represen-
tatives who  participated  in

the meeting convened by Mr.
Advani were: Revolutionary Socia-
list Party: Mr. S. Bhattacharya
and Mr. Praful Chaudhuri; Vishal
Haryana Party: Prof. Randev. All
India Anna DMK: Mr. R. Mohana-
rangam; Dravida Munnentra Kazha-
gam: Mr. G. Lakshmanan; All
Jammu and Kashmir Nationa! Con-
ference: Mr. G. Shah; Indian Na-
tional Congress. Mr. V. B. Raju;
Communizt Party of India (Mar-
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xist): Mr. Ramdas and Mr. Des-
Chadha; All-India Forward Bloc:
Mr. Chitta Basu and Mr. D. D.
Shastri. Communist Party of India:
Mr. Bhupesh Gupta and Mr. C. K.
Chandrappan; Janata Party: Mr.
Ramakrishna Hegde; United De-

mocratic  Front, Nagaland: Miss
Rgno M. Shaiza and Mr. Vizol
and Akali Dal Unit: Mr. Avtar

- Singh and Mr. Ajail Singh.

Mr. Advani said that the facilties
agreed upon to-day were for the
forthcoming Assembly ‘eiections
only. Based on the experience
of this, they would be ingtitution-
clised and made permanent. He
said already the Government was
cortemplating a scheme for this
purpose. He 3aid the question of
coverage of Ministers’ speeches
and broadcasts by Ministers over
AIR and TV during the period of
the Assembly elections was raised
at the meeting and he had agreed
to issue necessary instructions to
AIR and TV in thiz respect. He
proposed to azk the media not to
invite Ministers, members of Par-
liament and legislatures, leaders
of political parties and persons
closely identified with any political
party to make broadcasts till the
elections were over. The Speeches
made by these persons in any func-
tion or meeting should not also
be covered in Samachar, Darshan
and Radio Newsreel. The AIR and
TV would also be asked to notice
speeches of Central Minizters and
State Minijters during this period
purely on news value and portions
which were in the nature of party
propaganda should be kept out.

Replying to questions,” Mr. Advani
said that a suggéstion was made
that all-india parties be permitted
to broadcast over the national
hook-up he conceded the force
of this suggestion but it was agreed
that for the prerent, when the
electicas were to the State Assem-
blies, the facilities be cofined
to States. Asked vhether the Op-
position parties were free to cri-
ticize the ruling party. Mr. Advani
said, “yes"’ and added that the
criticism would have to be within
the limit; agreed upon. There
would be no prior approval or
editing of the talk and he was
confident that no party would vio-
late the agreed norms. Mr. Advani
said he was personally very happy
at the agreement reached to-day.
For, he recalled, this issue of mak-
ing the media available for election
campaigns had been engaging the
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aftention of the Government and ‘

the Election Commission from [951.
Time and again several proposals
had been put forth by the Election
Commizsion and Conferences held.
Somehow it had not been poszible
s0 far to arrive at a consensus.
» The Election Commission had for
the past |0 years given up the
idea of pursuing the matter.

Mr. Advani said that immediately
after the Janata Government as-
sumed office, hiz Ministry wrote
to the Election Commiszion to
take the initiative for resuming
the Adialogue with political parties
to ensure that in elections held
hereafter the radio and TV were
made available to them on some
equitable basis. The Electidn ®Com-
mission expre;sed its reluctance
to take the initiative. Ong reason
advanced was that radio and TV
" were Government departments and
it was for the Government to de-
cide. Another reason given was
thut if on the eve of the elections
the Election Commiszion did some-
thing which did not go through
and there was a controversy, it
(the Commission) weuld be embroiled
in it which it would like to avoid.
Following this, the Government
asked the Election Commission to
formulate a scheme for consider-
ation of the Government and the
political parties. The Commission
agreed to this and drew up a
scheme. The scheme was, how-
ever, modified in the flight of op-
position to the sscheme proposed
by the Election Commission in
the past so that the factors which
had earlier® held back an under-
standing, could be overcome. The
schema a5 modified by th& Gov-
* ernment was put before the meet-
ing to-day and it was unanimously
agreed to with seme changes.

One of the modifications made
by the Government in the scheme
dtawn up by the Election Com-
mission relgted to the %time for the
*ruling party. The Election Commis-
sion scheine envisaged the ruling
party having the first broadcast
and having the right of reply at
the end. But the Government felt
that the ruling party should have
neither the right to initiate the
series nor have the right of reply.
The order of broadcast, it was felt,
should be decided by draw of lots.

Another change related to the
mode of determining the dates
and timing of the broadcasts. The
scheme proposed by the Election
Commission envisaged the respec-
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« tive Station Directors deciding this
on the basis of draw of lots. But
the Government modified it to
have this decided under the zuper-
vizion of the Chief Electoral Officer
in the State on the basis of draw
of lots.

Mr. Advani said that there was
unanimeus acclamation by the par
ticipants of the proposal put forth
by the Government. By and large
every participant felt that this
wassan important mdve and the
initiative taken by the new Govern-
ment would go a long way in
strengthening democracy in the
country, he sajd.

Mr. Advani zaid personally it was
a matter of great happiness be-
cause electoral reform as a whole
had been of great interest to him.
The uze of media was one part
of the electoral reform which ‘would
make “«eléctions more and more

fair and free so that the influence

of money power was reduced more
and more, he added.

Is it too much to hope that after
the next General Elections what-
ever political party or Coalition
comes to power it will make the
SLBT (and Lake House) natiopal
in-citutions and which will not be
made the exclusive monopoly of
the ruling Party »r a dominant
Caucus.

It is well to remember that
India has only followed the example
of many other ‘countries. In the
U.S.A. evdry party is entitled to
apy time on the radio and tele-
vision networks. In Britain. and
France time is alloited to the re-
cognized parties.

It is time that Sri Lanka followed
suit?

® o
THE MIDDLE EAST

Likud's Provocations

Will Trigger War

by Ariel

The political upheaval that Israel
has undergone as a result of the
recent election, (on May 17), has
created a completely new situation
not oply in Israel but alse in the
Middle East. The defeat of Labour
and the emergence of Menachem
Begin, the Likud leader, has al-
ready begun to compel Israelis
to face more squarely the question
of war and peace’in the region.
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War?,

The Likud victory has created
new problems for Washington. It
is believed that President Carter
and the Natiopal Security Council
had wanted a weak and plable
Israeli Labour Party to come to
power after the elections with a
small majority so that the US
would be able to play a dominant
role In the region. But these ex-
pectations have not been fulfilled.
Commentators have compared the
ultra npatienalist Likyd to an un-
chained Frankensteinian monster
lurching towards a head-on con-
frontation with the Arabs in a
manner thatis likely to detonate a
Middle East war,

To the Arabs, the Likud is an un-
holy alliance of Zionist extremists
and acknowledged terrorists. But
West European observers, who
have all along extended support
and sympathy to Israel regard
Menachem Begin in a different
light. The London Financial Times
in an article stated: ‘‘Menachem
Begin is a true believer, a man
of certainties. He is convinced
that it was destiny which has given
him the chance to become Prime
Minister of Israel after 29 years
as leader of the Opposition. Israel
has been longing fer a strong
figurehead since the fall from power
of his great rival David Ben Gurion,
Israel’s first Prime Minister who
ruled until the mid-1960s. Begin
fits into the same mould, being
indeed @ character frem.the same
era. Small bespectacled and look-
ing far from fully recovered after
a recent severe heart attack, Begin
does not at first glance appear
to be the answer to a troubled
nation’s prayers. But for a country
which is°still on a war footing after
nearly 30 years of independence,
the 64 year-old leader of the right-
wing Likud movement does carry
the aura of authority. A man who
attracts and gives intense personal
loyalty, his position as leader of
the right wing was never seriously
challenged even when his political
fortunes were at their lowest ebb.
Despite losing eight elections in
a row Begin continued to command
the respect of his faithful followers.
He is justifiably regarded as the
most dramatic public speaker and
the finest parliamentary orator in
the' country. He ca2n rouse mass
public rallies with his fiery deli-
very, or cut political opponents
to the gquick with the caustic lash
of his tongue. As a fighter, Israel’s
new leader has am impressive re.
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cord. After immigrating to Pgles-
tine from Poland in 1942 Begin
assiimed command of the militant
underground Irgun Zwel Leumi
which in 1944 led the uprising
against the British mandatory autho-
rity, contrary to the wishes of
most Jewish leaders who felt the
fight should be poftponed until
after the defeat of the Nazis."”

This is a kindly view to take of
Mr. Begin who fhas now indicated
that lIsrael would incorporate the
West Bank and the Gaza strip into
Lhe State of Israel. It is this hardline
atiitude that has given rise to fears
of war. He has already told every-
one who asks him that Judea and
Samaria, as he insists on calling
the West Bank, are “‘an integral
part of the land of lIsrael.”” On
the annexation issue he dodges
the euestion by saying that you
do not annex your own land, as
he clajms it is. The PLO, according
to him, has no role to play in any
West Asia talks. The Palestinians
already have a homeland “and
they are welcome to continue
living in it under Israeli rule.”

Whilst West European com*
mentators have attempted to tone
down the image of the Likud,
Arab and  pro-Arab commen-
tators (including Leﬁ;-wing com-
mentators il all cotintries) have
raised a hue and cry about the
possibilities of a new war in the
Middle East. 3
“Bob Dreyfuss ~writing in the
US Labour Party journal New
Solidarity of May 24 stated:

“In a series of horrifying policy
statements, spokesmen for the
Likud demolished any basis for
containing the® *eruption of the
Mideast and shatteredp all previously
mooted bases for peace negotia-
tions. ‘If the Arabs don’t accept
our térms,” saidea Likud official
referring to his party’s official re-
fusal to make any territorial con-
cessions on lands occupied in the
1967 war, ‘well, that is unfortu-
nate. It may mean war—but we
will not compromise because we
will win in a showdown'. To under-
line the bull-headed Likud refusal
to seriously consider peace terms,
Likud leader and ex-terrorist Mena-
chem Begin set out on a boiste-
rous tour of the Israeli-occupied
West  Bank only 24 hours after
the election. ‘Occupied terri-
tories?” chortled Begin, referring
to the region which the Arabs
and the Palestine Liberation Orga-
nisation have designated as the
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bcale for a Palestinian state as
part of an overall settlement, ‘These
are liberated territories!’..lf the
Arabs insist on Israel relinquish-
ing these areas or establishing a
Palestinian homeland here, then
there will be no mnegotiations,’
squawked the lunatic Begin. More
ominoule, Likud's No. 2 man,
General Ezer Weizmann, the foun-
der of the Israeli Air Force and
the sbrother-in-law of Moshe Dayan
said, ‘For the last detade, the U.S.
has been misled on Israeli willing-
ness to make 'concessions on the
West Bank. To put it bluntly,
weeare not going to give back one
inch, and there is not a damn thing
Washington can do about it.

What is more disturbing is that
many Likud supporters with their
terrorist backpround have deve-
loped a suicide squad complex.
One of them proclaimed publicly:
‘I am sick and tired of people always
talking about survival. If we go
down this time, we take 50,000,000
people with us’.

The Likud victory came as a
shock to the Arabs whe had thought
peace in the Middle East had be-
come 2 reality with the UJ.S appear-
ing to"take what they thought

was a realistic pro-Arab stand.
Following . the Israeli elections,
Egypt's President Anwer Sadat,

Syria's Hafez Azad and King Kalid
of Saudi Arabia convened a summit
in the Saudi capital of Riyadh to
discuss their response to a coup
d'etat in Israel. At the meeting,
an aide is said to have declared
that ‘the need for military
preparations seems to have taken
priority over peace arrangements’
and a Kuwait newspaper called
on the Arabs to begin ‘emergency
arrangements for an Arab super
defence pact.”” The PLO Office
in Geneva declared that: ‘“the
Likyd election is a declaration of
war."'
The new developments in
Israel with the emergence
of Likud Government is a
bitter pill for the Arabs. The
Arabs know that they do not
have a realistic military option
because of the overwhelming
strength of the Israeli armed
forces. Fundamentally,the Ara-
bs know that they must take
action to bankrupt and col-
lapse the Euro-Dollar empire
through a Third World debt
moratoria and an oil embargo
in order to bring Israel and
its patrons in the West to
their senses.
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It is likely that the Arabs will
hold off such a decision until talks
are completed between President
Carter and the Saudis. Shortly
after the Likud victory Prince
Fahd went to Washington. Before
and after his meetings with Presi-
dent Carter, the Saudi Foriegn
Minister had insisted: “‘the Arab
world places great hopes in the
US which has a unique opportunity
to bring peace to the area. If it
misses this chance, the Middle
East situation will definitely become
uncontrollable.”

More and more \rab countries
are becoming sceptical about America's
ability to pursuade lsrael to make a
just and honourable peace in the
Middle East. A recent Algerian sta-
tement pointed out the political
danger of continuing to rely on the

US. “The terrorists are in power
in lsrael. This is an uapneaval of.
the cards that means that those

Arab countries which are gtill willing
to chose the American solution to
reach peace will have to make in-
creasing concessions at the expense
of the Palestinians.”

Saudi Arabia which is the main
pro-US Arab country, even after
the Zionist extremist Likud Party
victory in Israel, has shown a re-
newed determination to lead the
Arab nations on the path of peace.
Knowing the sentiments of the
Arab world, the Saudis are today
openly indicating  that  they
intend to use their cil and mone-
tary resources as strategic wed-
pons against Israel and the pro-
Israel forcessin the U.S.

The US is doing everything pos-
sible to avoid a Middle East con-
frontation. And, for the moment
the Saudis have 'defused the war
sityation by ignoring Likgd pro-
vocations and by placing full res-
ponsibility for neutralising the Likud
fapatics on the shoulders of the
US. That Saudis seem to be pro-
ceeding most gingerly even allow-
ing for some face-saving by Presi-
dent Carter. Not long ago there
were full page advertisements in
the New York Time; to stress the
joint responsibility of the US and
the Saudis for peace, nting that
the Saudis had % 140 billion worth
of development projects that could
involve every sector of American
industry.

The options for the Saual regime
and the other Arab nations are
clear: it is either war or measures
to force the US into a2 new Middle
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East peace and a new monetary
system. The Egyptian Foreign
Minister, Ismail Fahmy, warned that
the Likuyd viciery would compel
the Arabs to use the oil weapon
if the US back-tracked on its efforts
10 secure an overall Arab-lsraeli
peace. Fahmy and other Arab
spokesmen have, in the first ins-
tance, not spoken about a total
oil embargo but have intimated-
that the oil weapon they have in
mind would include retaliatory
phased price rises and petroleym
production cut backs. More catas-
trophic for. the West would be an
Arab resort to ‘‘military action”
against Israel. Such a war capnot
possibly be contained regionally
and might trigger a general therfmo®
nuclear war.

Already the talk of war and mili-
tary a2lerts have begun to fill the
Middle Zast. PLO Chairman, Yasser
Arafat, in a statement on May 26,
has warned that forces in the

Israeli military command would
now resort to a ‘‘pre-empire
strike” and would attempr ‘‘a

settlement on the battle field”
against Arab military forces—mainly,

to divert attention from Israeli’s
growing domestic, economic and
political chaps. As Arafat spoke,

there was already heayy shelling
between Israeli forces and the units
of the Palestinian-Lebanese Leftist
command along Israel’'s northern
border with Lebanon.

According to the [nternational
Herald Tribune' of June 1, the Gov-
ernment of Iraq had declared a
“day and night air cover” over
the country's oil fields to protect
them against & threatened Israali
pre-empire ‘strike. According io
the Tribune the friqi move wad a
response to 4 recent warning by
the Israell Chief of Staff, Mordechai
Gur, that Israel was capable of at-
tacking ‘‘distant Arab states” be-
yond the immediate ‘‘confronta-
tion states’’ of Egypt, Jorden and
Syria. « .

It will be recalled that in the
days of Nixon there was a plan
to attack and occupy, if necessary,
the rich oil fields of the Persian
Gulf in order to blackmail Arab
oil producers to toe the Washing-
ton line. There are reasons to be-
lieve that there is a new attempt
in certain American circles, with
the coming to power of Likud in
Israei to put the Nixon plan against
Arab oil resources into action.

This Iragi air cover was an ex-
cuse for Israel to place its units
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in the occupied West Bank and
along the northern border with
Lebanon with “‘red alert” status
in expectation of a new upsurge
of hostile activity marking the
10th anniversary of the 1967 Arab-
Israeli war. Arab circles fear that
Isracl is preparing the way for an
invasion of Lebanon and a new
confrontation with Syria. Such 2
confrontation was intended to
spark a general Arab-israedi war.

Fear of Israeli attacks have made
Irag and Kuwait Lo sign a special
agreement to begin joint aerial
patrols over the "Arab Gulf oil
fields. Saudi Arabia ioco has deve-
loped serious misgivings of Israel
intentions to attack Arab oil fields.

It will thus bs seen that a dan.
germus sitpasion has arisen in the
Middle East. How the US proposes
to control and contain the Likud
government is not known. The
new government has already re-
fused to accept UN resolution
242 which called for Israei with-
drawal from occupied territories.
In an interview n the Newsweek
of May 30 Menachen Begin, in
answer to a question, ‘Wil you
be more succeszful than your pre-
decessors in dealing with tl.e Arabs?”,
said: ‘'l don't like to boast, but
{ can say that we will deal with
them on a realistic bagis. Since-the
elections, | suppose all the Arab
rulers and the great part of mankind
have learned that they had some
misconceptions. They talked about®
the occupied West Bank. We call
it liberated Judea and Samaria. |
think that this is a sounder policy
than that of the previous government
which, promisea withdrawals.  They
did ndt produce peace. So when we
say that, fudea and Samaira belong
by right to our people, it's a sounder
policy. It gives u; security and a
chance for peace, while a policy of
partial withdrawals only invites pres-
sure for more withdrawal, but it
does no* produce agreement with
the Arabs. | therefore azsume that
ours is a sounder policy. Anyhow,
let's give it a chance.”

It is not likely that the Arabs
will stomach this.

e
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Fiction

SHORT STORY
—

Fate — 2

This story is written in the
firsy perSon singular. That is
2 literary convention which is
as old as the hills. It was used
by Petronius, Arbiter in the
‘Satyricon’ and by many other
story-tellers in the ‘Thousand
and one nights’, and more re-
cently by Somerset Maugham,
from whom we have adopted
this style. It's object of course,
is to achieve credibility for
when someone tells you what
he states happened to himself
you are more likely to believe
that he is telling the truth
than when he tells you what

happened to somebody else.
The I" who writes is. just as
myuchi a character in the story

as the other persons with whom
it is concered.

A train journey is never dull
or boring to me because | indulge
in the pleasantest of pastimes—
studying my companions. And this
time was 10 exception. One comes
across mzay characters, but some
are more interesting than others,
and one always particularly so. |
picked on my victim with the
greatest delight. She epitomized
the essence of Northern woman-
hood, but unlike those of her parti-
cular generation, a light of battle
burned in her eyes. Why, not only
her eyes, her whole attitude was
one of aggressiveness against the
world in genéral...But, exprience
had taught me that people who seem
to be up inarms against al land sun-
dry, are, invariably the gentlest of
people inside «nd it is just an armour
the)l') put on to shield themselves—
probably because they have been
dealt many blows in life.

| was trying to find oyt if | was
correct in my judgement, so |
began a conversation with her son,
and she too, despite herself, was
dragged in. It is strange how friendly
one becomes with one’s compa-
nions on a train journey —it’s pro-
bably because of being closetted
for so long in 2 limited space. And
| have noted with great amyse-
ment people, specially at the
end of long journeys promising
to keep in touch—promises more
likely than not, forgotten before
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they each home, with few excef®
tions perhaps.

~. This paticular lady, at first only
wongributing monosyllables to the
conversation, gradually began los-
ing her stifipess and very soon
was monopolising the conversatios.
| do not Enaw what indixes people
to confide in me—probably my
being a good listner has something
to do with it—for | love to start
people off on a topic and sit back
to give them an ear.

Life had not been too kind te
this woman. The passing years had
left an indelible impression on her—
more sharp}y than was her due,
| thought, for she seemed to be
old, though in actyal fact, she was
barely middle-aged. She was battle-
scarred (not physically of course!)
with the many little wars she had
waged in life. And that is what
made her more interesting, for
there wds character written all
over her face. And that is precisely
what attracted me to her. She
seemed to exhude a sense of drama,
for when she opened her mouth
to relate even 2 small incident,
it took on dramatic proportions,
and this made her great fun to be
with. Her belief in the Almighty
was unshakable, despite the amount
of troubles he had rained on her
poor head! | have seen the faith
of many a firm believer shaken
under the impact of blows from
above. But not my efriend-of-the-
train. Oelieve me, | still do not
know her name.

Her complexion was 2 rich cho-
colate, ridges and furrows giving
her face it's character. Her lips
were scarlet with betel juice, which
she kept emitting from her meuth
through two fingers with the grea-
test expertise, and try as | might
| fail to achieve. Hef eyes were
her greatest asset—especially when
she wanted to express something,
they spoke volumes, but her
tongue didn't lag far behind! And
her hands, they said a great deal—
for by observing hands one can
read much into a person’s charac-
ter. No doubt her hands had per-
formed many tasks, for they were
rough and calloused, yet, they
were the hands of a dreamer,
a thinker, a visionary—who knows
what hidden depths were lying
within her, unable to find expres-
sion because of having to wage a
constant battle for survival! | won-
der how much the world has lost
by people like her being denied
a chance of self-expression?

]

L] L]

She told me the story of her
life, | know not why, but it kept
me enthralled throughout the jour-
ney for she was an excellent storey-
teller. I was the only child of
doting parents, and | had been
sheltered and pampered by them.
My father was a contractor and
had made quite a lot of money,
and so they lavished me with all
the gopd things of life. When |
was barely fifteen, my parents had
started thinking seriously ef getting
me married. Propbsals were pour-
ing in, but none of them seemed
to satjsfy my .father. Oh! there
were doctors and engineers and
civil servants, all of whom he re-
jected. After nearly an year, he
picked upon ope he thought the
ideal macch for his beloved daugh-
ter. This is where | believe that
fate has a large part to play in our
lives. For he could have picked
on any of the othersand the whole
course of my life would have been
different. But rio, it had to be this
man with whom | had to link my
life. He had all the proper require-
ments to make him perfectly suit-
able—the right family cor ections,
the right educational qualitiations,
the right income, the right looks,
the right age—in short, every thing
was right. So, amidst great feasting
and rejoicing | was married offto
this so-right man with a more than
ade quate dowry.

! was very childish then, hardly
knew the outside world nor the
dificulties one had to face in it.
| was very impressad with this man
who had suddenly entered my
life. Having known few other men
| was highly taken in with
his good looks and mapner,
actyally | was very much in awe
of him. he being considerably older
than |. So began my married life.
At first everything was fine. | wis
living in a dream world. But soon,
| had to come down to reality.
| had to undertake all the duties of
a housewife. | had a lot te learp,
but | hkad an able tgacher in my
mother-in-law, who unlike the
proverbial mothers-in-law was an
angel. Having had no daughters
she treated me like her own. My
husband was never bad to me, but
| always sensed an air of aloofness
about him, a withdrawn kind of
demeanour. But | attributed it to
the difference in our ages, though
| noticed he was not like that
with his mother. But | accepted
him for what he was.

Within a short time he was
posted elsewhere, and so we went
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away leaving my mother-in-law
behind. After this, | noticed that
my huysband was not very nice
to me. |t was not that he ill-treated
me, but he openly showed annoy-
ance and sometimes shouted at
me without any provocation. It
hurt me a great deal for no
one had spoken a harsh word to

.me at home, but | somehow tried

not to let it .bother me. He began
keeping away from home for a
couple of days at a stretch. | ysed
to wonder at it but | never dared
ask him about it. While living
with his mother. he never dranl,
or even if he did, never came home
drunk. But now, he came home
izsoxicated on more than one
occasion.

Ir gradual stages this increased.
The small shows of temper be-
came scenes, which in ¢t be-
came violent. And the harrasment
for money too began. For my father
had put all the money in iny name.
First it was demands for money
either through threats or cajolery.
When that was exhausted, it was
for the jewellery, till | had hardly
anything left. By this time | had
four children. But my husband
hardly bothered about them. It
was to me that they turned for
everything. His absences from
home had zlso increased.

| never let my parents guess
any of this, for it would have bro-
ken their hearts and when they
had done so much for me | did
not want to hurt them. | pretended
that | was very happy. Forin front
of them my husband behaved like
the perfect sop-in-law. This was
what | hated most, -the doyble
facedness, the hypocrisy.

When my fourth child was borp,
my parents set out to see us. On
the way, the car met with ap acci-
dent and | lost both of them that
very day. This was one of the grea-
test blows of my life. And my hys-
band was hardly any comfort to me.
On the contrary, he was even
worse than before. When troubles
come, they do not come singly
they say, and this was quite true
in my case, for, hardy was | getting
over the death of my beloved
parents, when 2nother blow landed
on my head.

| had always had vague misgivings
about my husband’s comings and
goings, but | never gave myself
the chance to put these ideas into
concrete form or should | say |
never wanted to believe what
obviously was the truth. But this
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very” truth was brought home to
me forcibly. My husband turned
up one day with a woman and two
children andsaid that they would have
to live with us in the future. | was
thunderstruck! | said | would leave
the hofise with my children and he
could live with that woman. Oh!
God, where had all my childish
ideals of marriage gone! They existed
only in the fabric of my dreams.
Reality was cold, hard and cruel.
How could | bear this! Where
could | go? What could | do? Where
would | live! | had no answer to
these questions. MNothing was left
of my dowry except my father’s
house in the village. But how could

d
L] .

wards | always carry a knife on my
persomn.

Do you know something young
friend? You myst never expect
anything from anybody in this
world. Because if you do, sure
as anything, you will be wvery
disappointed. This | have found
through bitter experience. Two
*of my children are doing very well
now, but do they bother about
me or their brother and sister?
No, they are too absorded in them-
selves to care. But | don’t actually

blame them, for human nature
is such that when" one is doing
well, one tends to forget bad

times. | have opne more daughter

| go there and live? What wowld= \who has to be married. My son

| tell the curious village gossips?
I did not know myself. But ope
thing was certain in my mind.
| would not stay with my husband
any longer. | had suffered enocugh
indignities at his hands, and | was
not prepaved to stand any more.

With nething but determination
to help me, | set off to the village.
There was atleast a roof over our
heads. Life was very hard, for in
addition to all the housework, |
grew some vegetables for sale and
| used to undertake needlework
in the neighbourhood which |
had to do late at night. With all
that it was very difficult to make
ends meet. Many were the tribu-
lations | endured. How often would
| have thought of doing some-
thing drastic *to end fmy misery.
But | never gave in to those weak
moments—| fought them all. By
now, | was a hardened woman of
the world—no donger the shy anf
retiripg girl 1*was when | married.
So hardened in fatf, that | was rfot
afraid of anyéne or anything.

But do you think that man left
me alone even after that! Not a
chance! He kept visiting us at fre-
quent intervals trying to threaten
or frighten me, but | never géve in,
| fought him like anything. His

demand was for money, but when

| was struggling to keep body and
soul together, how could | give
him anything? He didn't seem to
understand that. He thought that
my father would have left me more
money and that | was hiding it
away from him. When my children
were older and better able to un-
derstand, they took up for me.
Threats having no effect, he resorted
to underhand methods. He prevailed
upon thugs in the area to harass
us. But | didp’t let them get the
better of us.- From that time on-
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should be able to lock after him-

self. But | will never give up. Before.

| die | shall see myself doing well,
so that no one can say that | died
a pauper. | would have achieved
something. Though | have suffered
throughout life, | am sure that at
least in the last part of it, | shall be
‘somebody’. For it is a person with
plenty of money that the world
recognises as grea.'' :

| wist | could have s»ent more
time with her, but the journey
was coming to an end and soon it
was time to bid adisu.

‘Never let life get the better
of you—you must be always pre-
pared to fight aqd win In the end.

This was the quality | most ad-
mired in this remarkable woman.
This

Lall the hardships she had faced in
life and was still facing. That firm
resolve that she would conquer
and emerge _victor come what
may. «t is the same quality which
| think must have spurred and
continues to spurr all the Napoleans
and Hitlers of this world. Though
my friend had and may never reach
those heights, there was no doubt
that she was fired with that same
spirit.

Many years later, on my won-
derings, | chanced upon a shrine
in the midst of a jungle. It was
set in sylvan sorroundings. Beauti-
ful trees—with huge trunks gnarled
with age, their branches reaching
skyward stood like sentinels guard-
ing the place. The grass was fresh
and green and soft. | took off my
footwear, for it is a great delight
to me to walk barefoot in the
grass. This was an idyllic spot—a
haven, a retreat, a place such as this
would | choose if ever | should
think of retiring from the world.
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great determination despite”

Fiction

Bedng weary after trudging through
miles of jungle, | stretched my-
self full length on that gorgeous
grass under one of those majestic
trees and was soon in the land of
dreams. ~

| was woken by a powerfully-
rendered somg of invocation. Having
been completely dead to the world,
it took me a little while to get
my bearings. When | did so, |
found an old wuman, the embodi-
ment of devotion, dressed in saffron
with closed eyes and folded hands,
standing before the idol and giving
vent to her emotions. | sat where
| was, and listened for over an
hour, for there was something
arresting in that voice. It wasn't
as though | hadn't seen religious
fanatics before—| had, dozens and
dozens in fact, for being 2 keen
observer of human naturz such
things interest me immensely. But
| dop’t know what kept me rooted
to the spot that day. Py the time
she finished, quite a crowd had
gathered there, and the old woman
greeted them all. Something, don't
ask me what, led me also into that
place. | sat down in a corner and
watched. The .arious offerings that
the people brought—flowers, fruit,
milk, hopey, ghee were taken by
the old woman and placed at the
foot of Ganesh and the Godess
Patni- Incense and camphor were lit,
someone began playing a drum
and another began singing. Slowly
but surely the old womar was
going into a ‘trance’. She first
began swaying from side to side,
then began dancing and after that
was in a real frenzy. Suddenly she
bean uttering something which |
found rather . difficult to under-
stand. ‘The godess has come' the
people said and shouted ‘harchara’.
With that the drgymming and the
singing ceased

S@on, with the utmost piety,
the people were directing ques-
tions at the old lady and she ans-
wered. What problems mankind
did have! Children, enemies, lands,
houses, marriages. .there didn't
seem to be an end to the list. At
length, when every question was
answered and remedies prescribed,
the drum was once again beaten
and a song of farewell sung to
the godess. In gradual stages
the godess they said left the old
woman and she fell on the floor
in a heap. Perhaps half an hour
later she revived.

While all this was going on,
one of the devotees had come up
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'Pannambalam

to me and enquired whether |
\had a problem | wanted solved.
assured him that | was in no hurry
to sulve any problem. He was rather
surprised, for he informed me that
people canfe from far away places
to get help here and he thought
that | had come for the same geason.
| assured him that this was not why
| had come.

By the time she recgyered only
a couple of others were left besides
myself. She sat motionless for quite
a while with eyes closed and |
was able to observe her closely.
Some spark of recognition kindled
in me for a second, but was gone
in a flash. There | sat for half an
hour racking my brains to find
out where or when | had seen her
or someone like her before. But
try as | might | couldn't—my me-
mory as usual was playing tricks
with me and so | gave up and went
away disgusted with myself and
thinking perhaps she bore a . e-
semblance to someone, | knew, but
| couldn’t think to who. | decided
to give up trying, but as | walked
back that evening through that
lush green jungle with branchse
brushing my face and dry twigs
crackling underfoot the thought
was at the back of my mind.

| returned to that elysia;r spot
more than opnce after that but
did not witpess the same spectacle
as it apparently took place only
on certin days of the® month. |
did see the old woman after that and
on the last occasion spoke to her.
It was only then that it all came
flooding back to my mind like water
gushing forth from a waterfall-
my mind flashed back 40 a conver-
sation in 2 railway compartment
| couldn't recall how many years
ago. But when [ spoke to her now
there was nope of the aggressive-

ness left in her. Init’s place there

was a calm—a calm in speech and
demeanour, a calm that certainly
needed no words to express itself.
For unlike previously, she spoke
in moposyllables. | did try to draw
her out but was not very successful.
| didn’t expect her to remember
me. But surprisingly she did, for
she told me that she had rarely
related the story of her life, and she
couldn't figure out what induced
her to confess so much about her
life to a complete stranger. Then
she told me:—

“You know, probably you are
no stranger to me, | must have
known you before.”” But | told
her that it was not possible.
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“You may not consciously re
member it. It was probably in some
other existence. You know, re-
incarpation.”

I felt a chill creeping up my spine.
| wanted to get up and run, to
shout out that such things were
not possible, and she was letting
her imagination work overtime—
but | couldn't move, | sat trans-
fixed, starfng into her eyes which
were holding me captive. After
some time she asked me:—

“What are you afraid of? Surely,
intelligent, people like you should
be familiar with such things?"

“Yes, | said. "l have read phile
sopies from Confucius to the
Vedas, the Upanishads to the Bible
to the teachings of Buddha.”

“Surely these thing: must have
taught you much.”

“Yes, they have said many things,
but | am still not convinced about
ic all”, | said. You havestill many
years left of your life to go into
all these things. More books to
read and learn. Me, | didn't have
time in my life for books, but |
learnt through: living. Life was my
teacher and experience my books.
Today | have gome a leng way and
am satisfied in ‘helping people.”

She said o more. | was obviously
dismissed. You could have knocked
me down with a feather. Where
had all the ambition gone! The
fire, the zest for making money?
And swhat was left in it's place!
| could not understand it at all.
When | left that place my mind
was in in-a whirl. | had no explana-
tions for this complete transfor-
mation. Was it another trick of
fate!? ¢

Vinodini

& &

REMEMBERED

G.G. Ponnambalam
—in his early days—

Several tributes have been paid
in the Press to the late Mr. G. G.
Ponnambalam by his distinguished
colleagues and others who knew
him well enough. Such tributes
have, in the main, dwelt on his
brilliant forensic abilities and the
substantial contribytions made by
him to the political advancement
of this country, particularly the
Tamil community. Many more such

&
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tributes will perhaps be paid to
him in the MNew Parliament.

| wish here to pay a very humble,
though belated tribute to him
from an entirely different angle—
to his human qualities. It has
been my privilege to have worked
with him as his personal clerk
and stenographer in the very early
stages of his dazzling career and
in this role, | have been able to
have a ring side view of this remark-
able personality. To be with him,
if only for a shorf while, gives one
an understanding of human nature
not be had from text books.

Some of us in Mannar came under
his magic spell way back in the
1930s when he stormed into the
Mannar electorate to contest the
Manpai -Mullaitivu seat, as it was
then known. His brashness and
‘sales talk’ created in us the image
of an impulsive’ young man with a
set purpose in mind who had no
patience for those who did pot
move and act as fast as he did.
Like some Pied Piper, he led us
into the widely scattered villages
of Mannar and spoke to the villa-
gers as if he had known them for
years! Driving through the dusty
roads of that area he would some-.
times stop his Citroen car under
the shade of a tree and tell ys all
about the car and its French makers.
It appeared a losing battle and in
the end when he lost by some
900 odd votes, he commented
dryly “Thus has ended my short
political career..” For once, he
erred. History will record that far
from being the end, it was the
beginning of a spectacalar career
politically and otherwise.

To function as the Stanographer
of a man with a matchless vrcaby-
lary who demanded speed and per-
fection in everything he did was a
test of endurance!" | often found
myself completely stumped apd
Lnable to take on the challenge.
| was never an =xpert steno byt
had somehow managed to b'uff
my way through his dictated [et-
ters, but as it often happened,
when he let his torrential elo-
quence roll into a dictated speech,
| was lost! The only remedy then
available to me was to scram!
The fear of being chased and map-
handled by him aparc, it was jyst
impossible to pull away from his
vitality and bubbling presence! At
such moments, he was kind enough
to size up my despair and help-
lessness and to slow down, mich
to his discomfo 't.
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He was perhaps at his scientillat-
ing best when drafting the famous
memorandum on reforms, to the
Secretary of State for the Colopies.
It was really a one man show, al-
though several well known mem-
bets of the minority community
like Messrs. C. G. C. Kerr, T. N.
Jayah, I. X. Pereira, Sir Aruna-
chalam Mahadeva and others were
around to assist him. Besides an
addition here and 2 deletion there,
suggested by some of them, Mr.
Ponnambalam needed no assistapce.
The others merely looked at each
other with complete satisfaction
and approval.

Little perhaps is known of the
tremendous amount of pains and
effort that went into the prepara-
tion of his public utterances, par-
ticularly his Budget speeches. Ip
the midst of his heavy professional
and political work, he also found
the time to sit back, and enjoy
music, both Western and Carnatic,
and has often been good encugh
to take me along with him to hear
the recitals of D. K. Pattammal,
M. S. Subuluxmy and others as
well as Western programmes.

It was a real pleasure when,
at the end of a busy day, he relaxed
with his pipe after dinner, and
spoke to me postalgically of his
schoo] days at St, Joseph’s and the
great regard and affection he had
for his teachers, particularly that
great gentleman, Fr. Le goc. He
would also tell me of the simple
essentials of life and inquire about
my welfare and that of my family.

The deft, daring, debonair G.G.P.
with the photogenic memory® who
moved in the glare of the, flash-
bulb and the blaze of controversy,
is no. more. Those like me who
hero-worshipped him, were never
disillusioned’ It will be many years
before Sri Lanka produces another
Ponnambalam to illyminate the legal
and political life of this country
as ne so successfully did.

7o me, who worked under him,
it was an ~xperience of a life time,
its stresses apnd tensions notwith-
standing.

N. R. Nichoias

Vavuniya,
18th May 1977.
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IN SPAIN

Demand For Devo-

lution Spreads

Ly A Specia! Correspondent

THE VERY diversity of Spain is
going to prove the greatest prob-
lem for* any democratically elected
Government. Nowhere is chat di-
versity more *evident than in the
regions.

Much has been made recently
of the regiopal demands of the
Basque country and Catalonia.
These areas have very clear-cut
identities and are in the forefront
of the movement for greater ajto-
1emy. They are also the two richest
regions next to Madrid, and, as
such, can claim that they can to a
large extent stand on their own
feet. But their lead will surely
act as an example for many of the
other regions. They also have a
strong dislike of centralised con-
trol, and of Fkaving to go cap in
hand .o Madrid to ask for permission
and money to run their own
affair .

Two regiops, Galica in che far
MNorth West and Andzlysia in the
South Woest-mirror this growing
tide of regional aspiration. Both
went to the natiopalist side at
the start of the Civil War—chough
it was not known for its sympa-
thies towards regional denands.
Now they want more aitonomy,
as well as more assistance from
Central Governpment. Both have
some good natyral resources, which
huve not been properly utilised,
and both have now been singled
out by the Government as priority
areas for new industry. They are
physically very different from each
other, as are their peoples.

Galicia is made up of four pro-
vinces—Corunna, Luge, Orense, and
Pentevedra. It has its own languige,
similar to Portuguese, though since
the civil war it has been stifled
in favour of the national language
of Castilian Spanish. While by
no means as bleak and rugged
as the neighbouring region of
Asturias, Galicia has its fair share

of granite hills, moorlands, and
pine forests.
The pine forests have proved

a doubcful asser. The wood is cut
and used for construction pur-
poses throughout Spain, but many
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Self-Determination

» of the timber companies that come

to Galicia bring their own people,
and so do not provide work for the
locals.

Many of the forests were planted
on the orders of Franco after the
Civil War, and thus covered over
former agricultural land. Last year
there were a number of forest
fires, which nobody has any doubts
were acts of arson. Some believe
they were s'arted by people want-
ing to buy the burnt-outland cheap-
ly: others think they were lit by
people protesting against the use
of outside workers.

Whatever the motive, the natio-
nalist feelings of the Galicians were
stirred, and protest marches were
held. There have also been demons-
tretions against a proposed new
pulp mill and against »lans for a
mining company to take over farm
lands. The latter issue led to the
arrest of 20 dermonstrators last
week in La Corruna. The demons-
trators cliamed, that their land
was fetching too low a price, and
they demanded to be resettled on
good farming soil.

Though the Galicians want more
say in the running of their region,
local political parties are very di-
vided 1n their approach. There
are || Galician parties, all want-
ing democracy, but divided about
strategy. None can really be called
militant in, the sense that ETA is
in the Basque country, ti.ough one
Civil Guard officer has recently
been shot. Militancy is not a charac-
teristic of the Gallege. Typically
he is a rather quiet, slow though
cunning person. Perhaps one should
add that Franco himself was a Gal-
lege. To some extent it is the very
fact that Franco was “one of them'
that most annoys Galicians: they
cannot u.dersiand why they did
fnot get a better deal from him.

For years they have wanted bet-
ter road and rail links with the
rest of Spain. Poor communica-
tions are a major reason why there
has been little new industrial in-
vestment. They have particularly
hit the important fishing industry.
Every day giant refrigerated lorries
full of fish, painfully tryndle their
way along the narrow roads of
Galicia seeking the major arteries
which sprout from Madrid.

Agriculture is a major employer,
but the smallness of the holdings,
known as minifundia often suppofi-
ing just a few cows or pigs. hzs
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Ra!?ways

mot enabled agriculture to develop
as well it could. The farmers of
Galicia want more financial aid
“and better irrigation schemes, for
though it often rains in the region,
the water is not properly utilised,

Rain, or rather the lack of it
is a common problem fgr the peo-
ple of Andalysia. The effects of
iast summer’s drought were still
being felt this winter: cuts to the
water supply were#®still frequent.
The farmers also need better irri-
gation for the vast areas of farm-
land, much of it notused to its fyll
potential. Apother of their grie-
vances is that the land has often
been neglected by absentee owners,

The main worry in Andalysia
is unemployment, which has reached
record highs among the region’s
5m. inhabitants. It is runnirg at
an average of |6 per cent, and in
Cordoba, one of the eight Anda-
lusian provinces, it is aboyt 25
per cent. Individual towns are
even harder hit, especially at pre-
sent as many jobs exist only during
the summer tourist season, and
when the land is at its most produc-
tive.

Though unemployment has been
parcicilarly bad this winter, it is
not a new problem. It is_estimated
that |m. people have left &ndalusia
in the past |5 y&ars to seek work
in the North of Spain, or abroad.
What is aggravating the situation
now s that the econpmic depres-
sion oi*the past three years has
forced many workers back to their
original homes, their jobs else-
where having vanished.

The Communist Party in Anda-
fusia has not been slpw to throw
light on the sufferings of the un-
employed, They have been in the
forefront of strikes and protests,
and have turned Andalysia into one
of their most important power
centres. Like the parties to the
right of them, the Communists
want to attract more ipdustry.
Last weelt, police in Seville arrested
several members of a Communist
splinter group, the Reconstituted
Communist Party, which they al-
leged was formenting arrest.

There are already some indus-
trial complexes, steel mills, oil
refineries, aircraft manufacturing
companies, and plans have been
made for a major investment in a

_ petrochemical works. But much
more is needed, and the feeling
is that the Government’s priority
programme for Andalysia has come
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too' late. Andalisians themselves
add that their natural resources,
lead, iron ore and other metals—
could be made better use of.
The political parties in Anda-
lusia are putting their trust in
the elections promised for later
this year. They hope that opce they
have their own representatives in
a Parliament, they will get a better
deal and more autonomy. That,
of course, is also the hppe of the

other regions and provinces of
Spain. .
—Financial Times
d e
LETTER

e Train Travel

The answer to the question posed
by the stidents HNCE class, Good
Shepherd Convent Kotahena s
surmountable (vide Tribune 4th
June). However, it is necessary
for the commuter to understand
difficulties (techn’cal) encountered
By the Operating Staff on the up-
country line»

Certain sections have inclines
of 1:44 %etween Rambukkana/
Kadugannawa, °~ Gampola/Ulapane,
and Nawalapitiya/Pattipola. A
single engine can draw only a fixed
load, (be it carriage or wagon)
up these inclines. Anything over
the permissible load, needs assis-
tarfte of an additional engine at
the starting point. Viz, Rambuk-
kana, Gampola, MNawalapitiya. The
additional engine, comes off at
Kadugannawa, Ulapage, Pattipola.
On the return journey, assisfince
is required from Badulla or Bapdara-
wela up to Pattipola. -

The train referred to by the
students is the “Udarata Manike”
and they had their experience on
the return journey from WNanu
Opya. This train is normally worked
by a Canadian locomotive (1500
H.P). On a week day the usual
complement is 9 carriages. This
could be extended to |1/12 bogies
over a week-end and if my memory
is correct, (after years of retire-
ment), 11/I2 bogeys is a permis-
sible load (26/28) for haulage singly
by this powerful locomotive. How-
ever, | stand corrected.

The Railway Department is
aware of government holidays,
throughout the year, public holi-
days at a stretch, with 2 working
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day in between, which supporfed
by casual leave and week end leng-
thens the holiday period. By
thoughtful  planning,  provision
can be made to attach extra carriages
on the outward and return jour-
neys, during these holiday periods.
Extra carriage; on a normal weekend
up and down is absolutely necessary.

All important stations are radio-
linked to the Control room at
Maradana, and Nawalapitiya Con-
trol office is the headquarters
for the Upper section. Spap deci-
sions can be made, in attaching
and detaching carriages on the
advice of the Operating Station
Master. | refer to the following
stations, Bandarawela, Nanuoya,
Hatton, Nawalapitiya. These sta-
tions beget heavy traffic.

| should mention, that the up-
country passenger service, usually
has the old English type of carriages.
After a fixed mileage, they get
back to Ratmalana shops fo~ a check
up and a fresh coat of paint, and
back again in service. | do not think
the new imported carriages hava
fared well on test runs, negotiating
sharp curves. Height and breadth
has also to be considered in going
through 43 tunnels (Mirigama/

Badulla). The department is up
against improvement on the up-
country line—satisfactory rolling
stock.

The students have suggested dis-
cyssion—a plausible remedy to the
travails of train travel. accommoda-
tion, cleanliness and time keeping.
I trust they will seek an interview
with the Operatii.g Superintendent,
through the General Manager
of Railways. It should fit in well
to their educational prograrime,
to visit the Control Rogm at Mara-
dana, to hear instructions given out,
watch train charts prepared etc.
A visit to the Passenger Yard at
Maligawatte, and the Assistant
Transportation Superintendent
(Carriage and works) would gladly
cshow them round. The interviews
and visit will impart valpable "now-
ledge and a spot of sunshine to
their genuine efforts to remedy
travel conditions on our railway.

Douglas John

Retired District Traffic Inspector,

(Railway),
27a, Melbourne Avenue,
Colombo 4.
12th June 1977
* v *
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e Milky Mess-2

WAS IT NOT FUNNY to read a
headline in the frontpage of the
Daily News of Tuesday, June 14,
which ser out the legend: NO
MILK SHORTAGE SAYS CHAIR-
MAN? That, for the record, it is
necessary Lo quote the report
in extenso? *‘The Chairman of =the
National Milk Board, Mr. A. P. B.
Manamperi has stated that the Milk
Board i in a position 1o izsue Lakzpray
to Gl co-operative ftore; in the
country. Permit; to obtain their re-
quirement: from the Welisara stores
will be i:sued at the board premises
at Narahenpita. At the moment
90,000 Ibs of powdered milk per
day are issued. Three packing machines
are now operating, Mr. Manamperi
said. Mr. Manamperi has alzo ap-
pealed to the general public to bring
to his notice any scarcity of powdered
milk. Az there is no limit to the
amount of powdered milk izsued
there iz no necessity to limit sales

to infant book;, he said. However,
Lakspray iz available enly ¢n
infant  books in most co-operative

stores. Even . on infant;' books Lak:-
pray can be had only periodicaily,
with no regularity in iziue. That ac-
cording to the ©Chairman there is
no shortage of powdered millk!
That whilst ~appreciating the edis-
tinetion he has, sought to draw
between powdered milk in cello-
phane «packing (Rs. 5 a pack),
Lakspray (cellophane pack Rs. 5.50
a lb and tin, Rs. 8) the Chairman
tries to create the impression that
owdered milk was freely avai-
able and that-only Lakspray was
restricced to infants books in
“most co-operative stores’” (are
there any where they are mnotl)
That the Chairman should go round
the city incognito and attempt
to buy powdered milk either at
co-operatives of other government
agéncies like the Marketing Depart-
ment? That for a whole week as
from June |13 to I8, such pow-
dered milk was only available in
one store in Bambalapitiya and if
they were in other places they
were not available to the general
public (and may have been secretly
*leaked™ to relatirns, friends and
the elite thropgh the backdoor?)

TRIBUNE, lune 25, 1977
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IS IT NOT STAGGERINGG that
the Chairman should indulge in
such fairy tales to pretend that
everything was alright with the
Milk Board and its products? That
the Daily New; itself gave the lie
direct to the Milk Board Chairman’s
boast by quoting on an inner page
excerpts from a report which had
appeared in the latest issue of the
People’s Bank’s Eccnomic  Review
about milk consumption in Sri
Lanka? That the*article in question
by Dr. Earle de Silva, Deputy
Direclor, National Planning (Agri-
culture), Development  Flanning
Unit, Ministry of Planning and
Economic Affairs, was from a paper
he had read at the Regional FAC
Seminar and Dajry Training Course
recently held in the Philippines?
That the main Burden of Lhe article
was Lo point out the glaring shori-
age in national milk supplies and
the inability to satisfy even the
minimym needs of the most sen-
sitive groups in our population?
That ir this lengthy article he
shows how defective the Milk Board
is apd las been! That he pointed
out t'.4t “‘daily per capiia consump-
tion ir India with a population of
600 million was 105 gms in 1975.
In Sri Lanka it drepped from 56 gms
in 1963 to 41.4 gms in 1974 ..In
Sri Lanka ithe most sensitive groups
are the age groups bf children up
to 15 years humbering 5.59 mil-
lions as at 1975 demography and
371,000 lactaling mothers who to-
gether comprise 419, of the popu-
lation of 13.603 millions. This is
high for any country with scarce
resources; especially to provide
adequaie sapplies of milk foods
and® to ensure that the supplies
reach Lhis large sensitive segment
of thé population at a price within
cheir reach..The daily milk re-
quirement for ithese groups are 227
gms for children 1-3 years old,
141 gms for age groups 4-12 years,
71 gms from 13-15 years and also
thoze over 60 years old and %0
gms for pregnant mothers and lac-
tating mothers. On a rough cal-
culation the daily milk require-
ment for these groups alope is
1,560,000 pints. The supply in 1975
average Lo about 650,000 pints
of liquid milk a day when all the
Milk Board products of Lakspray,
Vitamalt, sterilised and pasteurised
milk are taken into account to-
gether with all the imported mik
food. Of the national production
of 650,000 pints or so a day, about
425,000 pints not collected by
the Millk Board were locally con-
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Milk Board Humbug

L]

sumed. The total national supply
was therefore in the region of about
1,200,00; pints a day. The impli-
cation is that the supply is shory
by about 400,000 pints a day to
satisfy the minimum needs of the
sensitive groups of the population
in 1975. .Let us look at the supply
\:\0511:ion on a per capita basis.-
n 1963 the per capita consumption
with a populstion of 10.6 m was
2 ozs per day of which | oz was
imported milk and milk products.
The national milk production was
600,000 pints a day. By 1970 the
consumption had dropped to 1.6
ozs. and a production of 540,000
pints according to ihe Socio-Eco-
nomic Survey of the Department
of the Census and Statistics. By
1974 it had dropped further to
1.4B ozs on the basis of the Food
Balance Sheets of the Department
of the Census and Statistics. The
M.R.I. recommendations are 5.5
ozs per head. On vunis basis the
the daily supply should be 3.74 m
pints of liquid milk or 2759, more
than the present supplty..But nei-
ther the import statistics nor the
expenditure in Family Budget Sur-
veys give a true picture in thesitya-
tion where imports are severely
restricted, local production is far
behind our needs and supplies-
are not accessible Lo various sections
of the people either because of
bad distribution or inaccessible pri-
ces and becauyse a section of sup-
pressed demand exists in tl.c coun-
try. In the situation where supply
is inadequate both from local pro-
duction and restricted imports,
government has to decide the policy
whether milk, and which of the milk-
products are “io be accorded the
priority status of essential food.
items, on the basis of nuctrition
considerations for the sensitive gro-
ups in the population..” That this
atticle make; it clear that the Milk
Board must immediately get off its
high horse of bluff and come down
to realities? That the article has:
set oyt clear guidelines and recom-
mendations Lo improve our dairy
industry and provide more milk
to the people! That in the piece
in this column last we had adverted
to some of these facts (based on
MRl recommendations)? That it
is time to end the humbug that
fools no one?

el
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