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MAKING ELECTION FORECASTS is one of the hazards of political
Journalism. Tribune has fought shy of making such predictions, but the
compulsions of interpretative writirig make it necessary 1o hazard guesses,
some of which come very close to %the mark and others prove tolally
incorrect. There have been five general elections since Tribune came into
existence in 1954, and ihe sixth will be held in a few days time: that is, in
April 1956, March 1960, July 1960, March 1965, May 1970 and finally on July
21, 1977. In April 1956 and July 1980, Tribune had correcely anticipated
that the SLFP-led electoral alliances would win decisive viciories, and in
March 1960, it had not been sure which party wauld come out on top. But,
Tribune's expectations® had proved totally incorrect in March 1965 and May
1970. In 1965, Tribune had predicted that the SLFP-LSSP-CP would sweep
the polls, and in May 1970 it had thought that the UNP and its allies would
be able to retain power. This time, in the eleciions next week, Tribune’s
evaluation from all available information is that the UNP will emerge as
the largest single party but that it is impossible to hazard a guess as to the
number of seats the UNP, the SLFP, the ULF and the TULF will individually
win. Guesses, there are in plenty, but they are of little help. But, for the
record, it would be useful Lo mention that the guesses of those who claim
to be “neutral” is that the UNP would get anything from 75 to 85 seats,
the SLFP from 40 to 50 seats, the ULF from 15 (0 25 seats and thie TULE from
15 to 20 seats. UNP enthusiasts, however, say that the UNP will get
around 90 to 95 seats, SLFP loyalists claim that the SLFP will get 2 minimum
of 70 sea's and may even get over 100 if an election “avalanche’ shoyld start
in their favour at the last minute, the ULF's most fapatical SUppOrters assert
that the minimum they would get will be 20 seats and that with a little
“luck’ (ap unmarxist thought!) they would get 33 to 35. No newspaper
likes to make predictions or guesses because of the consequences that
usually follow predictions that go wrong. The winning pariy in every ¢lection
in Sri Lanka has done everything to weaken, denizrate or even destroy
newspapers—be it a deily, weekly or even an irregular periodiczl—that
has either campaigned against it or “predicted” that it would lose. It js
not necessary to recall the history of journalism dering <he last thirty years
to show that every politieal party, without exception, has so far followed
the tradition of J'victimisiffg”" not cnly papers znd journalists who worked
against it but al:o even those who made “predictions™ that the particular
party would lose. For the present, it will suffice o say that Tribune has
suffergd, (at different tjmes), at the hands of every party in the 22 years of
its existence, (though 1t has enjoyed benefjts and privileges from the SLFP
from 1956 to 1965, no doubt becavse Tribune had tilted very much in its
favour). It is our hope that afier the forthcoming elections, a new spirit
of press freedom coupled with a right for journalisis to express their views
freely (but with due sense of responsibility) will prevail. To the credit
Mr. J. R, Jayawardene, it must be said, that he is the only leader of a politigal
party who has made positive assertions zbout the peed to Maintain press
freedom and enable journalists and others 1o express their views freely. The
UNP's record in this matter suffers from all the blemishes which every other
arty has been guilty of. Mr. layawardene, by implication, says that he
Eas turned over a new le&f, and if the UNP is victorious and if it will, at least,
not carry cn a vendetta against those papers which opposed i, it can be said
that it will truly usher in the new epoch in the Fourth Estate. The leaders
of all other pariies have paid little or no attention to the question of press
freedom during the current election campaign. Mzny of them only proclaim
old cliches and rhetorical slogans that “under capitalism” freedom js a
mirage (and so on and so forth!), and they repeatedly refer to the fact that
the UNP had at one time obstructed the publication of papers like the Aththa
and the Janadina. At best, all political leaders, bar Mr. J. R, Jayawardene,
have only made negative and apologetic statements about freedom, and
afier what happened in India under Indira Gandhi during the Emergency,
this negative approach is not good enough. Newspapers, journalists and
those who believe in freedom cannot be happy about the way the press was
treated during the seven years of ihe United Front-SLFP rule. The taking
over of Lake House, it was said, would end the monopoly of a press barop,
but all know that it turned out 1o be only a case of jumping from the frying
Pan into the fire—and this is admitted even by the one-time partners of the
UF, the LSSP and the CP. From colonial times to the present day, the
government in Ceylon has always manipulated to have a “managed” press. By
and large the big national daily groups in this country have been “managed"
for the benefit of different (and often contending) sections of the Establish-
ment and Ruling Hierarchy, Will it be anydifferentoinzthe fusuredtion.
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EDITOR’S

Sri Lanka And The
World

Colombo, July 13,

We have used on the cover
this week a sculptured panel from
one of an<ient ruins which shows
a mother nursing her child. Artists
and sculptors of old did not need
titles or headings to explain what
their art intended to convey. With
many artists today, it is mainly
a guessing game—bur we will pot
be sidetracked into discussing the
merits and demerits of modern
impressionistic art. What we have
on the coveris a straightforward
work of art glorifying (if that is
the appropriate word) a mother.
Emotionally-minded persons will be
tempted to title the piece THE
MILK OF HUMAN KINDNESS,
but the cynic and the presently
indignant will probably want to
use the picture to preachasermon
on the milk situation in the country
today.

Not so long ago, an organisation
used the official and semi-official
media in Sri Lanka to raise a hue
and cry about the virtues of
mother's milk, but this was done
partly to offset the near-total
breakdown, in the supplies of
milk and milk powder. Even today,
whilst the officials in charge of
the Milk Board. use the medja fo
proclaim that Lakspray, and Milk
powder are available in plenty,
the ordimary householder is not
able to get what he wants without
using devious subterfuges to get
the same from the co-ops. Tribune
has recently spotlighted the mess
in the milky world. Every news-
paper has drawn attention to the
deplorable state of the milk busi-
ness in Sri Lanka, but the govern-
mental authorities seem to be
blissfully ignorant of what is going
on—and eyan if they know that
something is wrong they seek to
hide the truth from the public.
But, little by little, the truth has
begun to come out.

The Sun, on Monday, July I,
had a striking frontpage headline
entitled 200,000 BAGS OF LAKS-
PRAY STUCK IN THE PORT:
ENOUGH IN THE MARKET SAYS
MILK BOARD BOSS. The report
merits quotation—even if it is
only for the record:

NOTEBOOK
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While Lakspray is out of stock
everywhere, 200,000 packets con-
taining 56 pounds each remain
stored in the godowns at the har-
bour for the past two month:.
Informed cources say that the
National Milk Board has not taken
any action to clear thiz stock.
A spokesman for the Port (Cargo)
Corporation told the Sun that
as a result of the Lakspray not
moving . out of the go-downs for
such a long time, the Cerporation
was facing a problem of storage
space for other items.

The spokesman warned that the
Lakspray was exposed to rats
and sea-breeze and a large stock
could go bad if not cleared im-
mediately, When the Chairman
of the Milk Board was contacied
by the Swun on this matter, he
said this situation had arisen for
want of storage space. The Laks-
pray in the go-down is cleared
in required quantities and removed
to the packing centre at Maddu-
magala, he explained. The Chair-
man al-o claimed that there was
no reason for a shortage of Laks-
pray in the market Last month
the Commissioner of Co-operative
Development was  issued  with
1,900,000 one-pound packets of
Lakspray for distribution. This
month an increased quantity had
been already issued, he said,

The complacency of the Chair-
man of the Milk Board is some-
thing which will leave every think-
ing person aghast. How he can
say that the market has enough
stocks is a statement that is untrue
as it is hypocritical. But, to come
back to the cover picture, in the
context of the General Elections
next weel, it is a moot point whe-
ther the 1977 general election
in Sri Lanka can be termed the
LAKSPRAY ELECTION, or the
CANNED FISH ELECTION, or the
PARIPPU ELECTION. Some may
be tempted to call it the THIRTY
INCH WIDTH TEXTILES ELEC-
TION. The more disgruntled will
of course, say, that it is the ELEC-
TION of the CRA CARS which
have flooded the country.

Rustics and youths
these 6 and 7 $ri  wonders
and say rude things about the
import of such cars when such
true  “esssentials” like sulphur
needed for agriculture (especiall
for onion and chilly growing areass
has not been imported this year—
there is a popular belief that some
bureaucrat had forgotten to order

gape at
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The Year. Of Elections

ft or call for tenders. Without sul-
phur, which is used as an additive
with insecticides, hundreds of acres
©f chillies and onions have suc-
,cumbed to pests. Onions are now
over Rs. 6 a lb, and chilly prices
(whatever tough requisition mea-
sures are taken), will slowly keep
mounting as the weeks go by be-
cause production has been inhi-
bited by the lack of one essential
ingredients to fight pests. A packet
of one pound of soluble sulphur
which was sold at Rs. 1/00 a Ib some
years ago cost only Rs. 5 last year.
This year the little available on
the blackmarket fetches over Rs.
35 a Ib—but even at this price it is
not available.

Tribune has said a great deal about
the elections in recent issues. We
have received bouquets as well as
brickbats for what we wrote, but
in the pature of things this cannot
be avoided. Most people who dizagree
with our viewpoint do not attri-
bute any motives to us: but there
are others who seek to explain
our views by attributing political,
racial, linguistic or other reasons
to dismiss our logic as being tainted.

In this iscue, we have published
a number of articles from other
writers and commentators on the
elections, at least on various as-
pects of the elections. For the rest,
we will await the verdict of the
poll on July 2I. As we announced
last week, the next issue of Tribune-
will be delayed by a few days to
publish some preliminary analyses
of the elections.

If one goes by the headlines
and election meetings' columnage
in the Lake House newspapers,
it would seem that Mrs. Bandara-
naike and the SLFP would be
swept back to power without any
difficylty. She has repeatedly ass-
erted that she will be “called upon
to form a government on July 22".
The UNP leader, Mr. ). R. Jaye-
wardene, seems to be equally cer-
tain that he will form the Govern-
ment. The ULF and the TULF are
fighting hard to get as many seats
as possible so that the gap between
the two giants is narrowed down
to the point where each of them
will have a decisive voice in gov-
ernment-making. As we have said
elsewhere in this issue, Tribune,
has had a fifty-fifty record of suc-
cess and failure in predicting the
cl'uis:gome of general elections since

956.

It is, however, our view that
this time, the odds are very much
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Third World Debt

in favour of the UNP, but we are

_totally indifferent to the outcome

because we have no stakes in this
election  business. Like  many
others we feel that the electiois
game and consequential politics (znd
politicking) in Sri Lanka is still a
matter of Tweedledym or Tweed-
ledee. But, the mood ofsthe people
seems to be that a change in gov-
ernmental style would let in a
breath of fresh air into ihe admi-
nistration—for sixt®n years during
the last iwentyone yearsit has been
a one-way run.

This year, 1977, has been rightly .

termed the YEAR OF ELECTIONS.
Many elections have taken place
in different parts of the world
with fateful consequences. In March,
Pakistan and India went to the
polls. Bhutto had sought to retain
power by rigging the elections in
a clumsy and amateurish manner
and even the pormally pliable and
subseryient emasses of Pakistan rose
up in revolt. Whether this “revolt”
was stagemanaged and financed
from abroad is one of the “ifs"
of history, but there is no doubt
that the dazzling career of Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto had ended with the army
take-over to hold ®*the elections
in October (but the question is
whether the elections will be held
at all for a long time?)

In India, the Congress which
had ruled the country for 30 years
was swept out of power in a way
that*has left the world asiounded.
Indira Gandhi, who had been called
the “Empress of India" for the
charismatic hold she had on the
masses, is already a relic of the past.
Whether she or Bhutio can ever
stage a comback is doubtful, and
even if they do, it will be only
for a fleeting moment of time ic
flicker and pass away. Too many
skeetons in the govegnmental cup-
boards of Bhutto and Indira Gandhi
have been bared to the public
gaze and it will be extremely diffi-
cult for either of them to win the
confidence of the "“masses’ again.

In Bangladesh too there was an
election of soris recently when
bossman General Zia had a “re-
ferendum’” to find out if the com-
mon people had confidence in
him and his policies. It was an elec-
tion to secure ‘‘electoral” sup-
port for Zia's “personal’’ rule. He
seems to be doing a great deal
to bring Bangladesh to the state

of normality required for any

growth or progress. Bangladesh’s

man of the century, Mujibhur
3

Raltman, was liquidated in 1975
in a massacre of his family, end
the coup was possible because of
the weaknesses of his administra-
tion and the widespread corrupiion
that had been tolerated in high
places.

Corruption has also riddled the
administration of Bhutto and Indira
Gandhi. The Army Council run-
ning Pakistan has promulgated the
Islamic® Shariat law (Lhis was one of
the demands of some of the
copstitutent parties of opposition
PNA) and those who hereatier rob
steal or misappropriate prirate or
public® property, will loose their
arms (but such amputation, as in
Gaddafi's Libya, will be dope under
anaesthesia). The Janata Parly, in
India seems to think that it is
enough to expose Congress sor-
ruption through ‘Commissions of
Inquiry without taking adequate
steps to see that the Janata admi-
nistration itseif does rot slip info
the merass of corrupiion.

Elections in Israel in May swept
out the Labour Party which had
ruled the countiy for thirty years.
Likud regime has created®a new-
sityation in the. Middle East. Haw
kish Likud ministers seeni 1o be-
lieve that a tough attitude—eg.
that they will retain the West
Bank (Judea and Samaria)—will bring
uliimate "peace and stability to the
area. The Likud government has
no use for the PLO. It refuses to
have a Palestinian home anywhere
ardund the Jordan. The latest
suggestion is a revival of the “Allon
Plan"' whereby the West Bank
would be ‘“shared” between
Israel and Jordan—civil administra-
tion by King Hussein of lerdan
and security and military control
by lIsrael with the Palestinizns given
the right to be residents of the
territory together with new lewish
settlers. Whether the USA will be
be able to pressurise Saudi Arabia,
Egypt, Syria and Jordan to accept
the “Allon Plan” is one of the
moot questions of the day. Al-
ready,
by the PLO have denounced this
plan, and neither the USA nor Israel
will have an easy time in the attempt
to bring peace 2nd stability to the
Middle East in this way. Spain held
elections after 40 years to elect
a government of a ‘democratic
christian centrist’”” characier led
by Suarez. Whether Suarez and
King Carlos will be able to bring
Spain into the mainstream of the
parliamentiary. system that prevails
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* debt untouched. The

many Arab countries led”

in western Europe is yet to be
seen.

It is even more difficult io say
whether ‘‘democratic elections’ in
individual countries will help the
world to overcome problems that
threaten to bring economic and
political disaster very soon—and
thereby trigger a general war. The

- North-South dialegue in Paris ended

in a total failure with the main
and central question of third world
Eurodoliar
world has new to find ways and
means of recovering its debts
(more imgortently the interest pay-
ments) and this might lead to limited
wars if not worse. President Carter
is not having his way even inside
the USA where the Senate and
Congress have reiected his energy
and nuclear policy and have voted
to proceed with the fast-brzeder
plutonium scheme for developing
energy. Carter has prearhed ser-
mons to the world about stopping
fast-breeder stations and pluto
nium manufacture and has  used
USA’a big stick to demand that
countries like France, West Ger-
many, Brazil, Pakistan and others
stop all atiempts to further the
growth of re-processing nuclear
fuel and the use of plutoniym.
To back his policy, Carter had wan-
ted the fast-breeder programme
in the USA to be stopped, but he
seems to have failed in this effort.

There are many  responsible,
scientists who do not agree with
Carter’s thesis about plutonium
and think that.plutonium is no
more dangerous than a number
of substances- which are readily
available in the worid today. It
has been suggested that the Carter
administration’s  hysteric  antago-
nism to plutonium is only 4 smokes-
creen to cover the Splans of vested
interests in the WUSA (which had
backed him into thes White House)
to make other existent energy
resources more profitable than they
are today.

An even greater threat to world
than plutonitm is debt. Only a
new monetary and economic order,
envisaged in the resoluticas of
the Nop-aligned Summit or the
Group of 77, can save the sityation.
This will entail the cancellation
of several hundred billion euro-
dollar worths of debt apnd this is
what the “rich” world of the
“haves” are resisting—they did not
even want to talk about it in Paris,

“TRIBUNE, July 16, 1977



Mexico, which is on the verge of an
IMF-induced financial bankruptey,
has to pay US § 5 billien as interest
(and part repayment) to the New
York Banks before Seplember and
there seems to be little prospect

-

wetk but it is not known whather
he has becen able to device zny
cempromise To overcome this diffi-
culty—beczuyse if Mexico defaulis
it will set in motion a chain reec-
tion in regard 1o the US § 3C0

§ri Lanka Chronicle

Lrﬁo the IMF so that the IMF could
lend” the =zme to the third

world countries to repay the debt—
snd not to help economic growth

for development. 5

+ The problems of the world are

billien

of the debt being repaid.
Eurodollar

David Rockefeller, the undispu-
ted emperor of the Eurodollar
world had gope to Mexico last

third world debt 1o
benking
Arab and OPEC countries have
refused to pump more money

the
system. The

more difficult end complex than
the problems facing individual
countries—but they are all inter-
iwined and inter-connecied.

SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

June 21 — June 30

A DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA AND THE WORLD
COMPILED FROM DAILY NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHED IN CGLOMBO.

CbN-Ceylon Daily News; CDM—Ceylon Daily Mirror;

CO—Ceylon Observer; ST—Sinday Tim.s; DM—Dipa-
mina; LD—Lankadipa; VK—Virakesari; ATH—Aththa;
SM—Silumina;  SLD—Sri Lankadipa; J0—Janadina;

DP—Dinapathi; SU—Sun; DW—Dawasa; CM—Chigtha-
mani: WK—Weekend; RR—Rivirasa; EN—Eelapnadu;

TUESDAY, JUNE 2I: The government will offer
entrepreneurs tax incentives for setling up modern
rice processing factories to get over the paddy milling
crisis; incentives offered will be on the san.e lines as
those given to the tourist holel trade-tax rolidays and
foreign exchange to purchase equipment. The People's
Bank and the Commissioner of Co-operative Develop-
ment have jointly stepped up security measures in the
country’s 506 rurzl banks following 2 spate of robberies
reported in the past few weeks. The first phase of ihe
Channelled Cons.liation Scheme through co-operati.e
hospitals came into operation officiclly yeiuterdzy in
20 centres in the country. The President of the CWC,
Mr. S. Thondzman in @ press statement szid yeslerdzay,
that the Ceylon Worker's Congress had not entered
into any agreement with any mgjor pelitical party about
supporung their cendidates in their electorates. The
Minister of Agriculiure end Lends hzs re-organised the
Agriculiurzl Insurance Board so that it-zould play a
more dynamic® role in the government's efforts to
increase agriculiural production—CCN. Since 1ke candi-
dates and police did not sce eye to eye on the quesiion
of whether it was an eleciion offence to display benners,
posters and hatdbills, the matter has now been referred
to the Atlorney General. The strike by Registered and
Assistant Medical Practitiepers enters it's Z0th dey
today without zny prospect of settlement. The nine
trade unions at the BIA yesterday decided not to launch
on their threatened strike. Seven customs officers
of the Galle customs who were arrested in connection
with a complaint of bribery were ordered to be
remanded when they were produced before the Chief
Magistrate, Colombo. A ‘radical grnut" is trying hard
to wrest the leadership in the GCSU, it is reliably
understood—CDM. Nearly 100,000 public
deployed for election duty will
swear an oath of secrecy in order to ensure a fair and
impartial poll. The Islamic Socialist Front which claims
to have 225 branches in Sri Lanka, has decided to support
the SLFP at the coming general elections. Two more
Deputy Ministers, Mr. Ananda Sirisena, (Food and
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servants

be called upon to

Co-operatives) and Mr. Neal de Alwis (Finence) have
ralinquished their posts since Juue 18—SU. The Leader
of the LSSP, Dr. N. M. Perera h:s said that if ¢he ULF
comes to power, the problems of Lhe country will be
solved within two years—VK. The leader of the Opposi-
tion has stated in 2 meeting that when he became the
PM, he would make Mr. K. W. Devapayagam a member
of his cabinet—DP, In 1971 tke Ministry of Planning
set up 56 Goviviyaparas under the DCC's; in June 1976
all of them have been shut down—DW.

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 22: More students—around
18,000 from 600 schools—have enrolled themselves
to pursue the School lezver’s project introduced by
the Ministry of Education two years ago under the
new educational progrzmme; the program began with
about 3,000 students; it was designed to cater to GCE
O’ livel end NCGE studen's who failed the exam
twice and to whom other opporivnities of pursuing
higher studies were limited. The Bank cf Ceylon has
decided io expand it's network of zgriculiural service
centres in order to assist the peasantry with funds to
increase the produciion of paddy and nop-tradiiional
exports. Patients are once 3gain being admitted to
paying wards in the Generzl Hospiial, Colombo afler
a lapse of about two months. One hundred acres in
the catchment areas sorrounding Lebugama end Kalaiy-
wewa have been plenied with Alstopnia and Pinus in
order to protect the forest cover of these two reser-
voirs, says Lne conservaior of Forests in his adminis-
trative report for 1976, The Atlorney General has ruled
that it is an offence for anyone to put up banners, posters
or hindbills cutside the house, or any public place.
The Commissioner of Eleciions hzs requested the
Ceylon Petroleum Corporation to arrange for ade-
quate stocks of fuel and il to be available both in
Colombg 2nd in the ouistations for the use of Returning
Officers, the Police and the CTB. As the Department
of Health has not yet informed the authorities of the
Colombo North Co-operative Hospiialthe particulars
about the doctors, not a single patient or docior turned
up at the hospital yesterday—ihe first day of the opera-
tion of the new Channelled Practice Scheme. Members
of the Sri Lanka Ekabaddha Bhikku Bala M:pdilaya
under the auspices of the Pancha Maha Bala Mandalaya
will do house-to-house visiis in some electorates to
explain fo the people the imporiance of returning the
SLFP to power—CDM. Post offices throughout the
island will be kept open till midnight on election day.
Mr. M. J. Tissanayagam has been appointed Director
of Information. Employees of the Chartered Bank
came out on strike yesterday, in protest against the
suspension of 2 union officizl. A Maldivizn cargo vessel
bringing food to Sri Lanka is reported to have sunk
off Cape Comorin in the Indian Ocean last Saturday;
it was carrying dried fish, coriznder and cummin seed.
The PM yesterday assured the Tamils that she would
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find a solution to the language probfem, after the pre-
sent government was given a fresh mindate on lyly 21.
* The price of seer fish at St. John's Market, Pettzh rezched
an all-time high of Rs. 10 a pound yesterday. Six more
ships earrying rice for Sri Lanka ars lying in the Trinco-
malee Port undischerged., Mr. V. D. de Leperolle,
eminent journalist, poet znd writer died on Monday
night; he was 83—SU. A 17 million doller Acizn Deve-
lopment Bank credit has been negotizted in Mznilla
last week for completign of the hydro-power deve'op-
ment projecis under the Maskeliya Oya Scheme. Lust
year was a boom period for the rubber industry in Sei
Lanka; according to the latest siatisiics compiled by
the Rubber Department, produciion-wise there wis i
increase of 3,413 Metric tons, consumption of hatural
rubber showed an increase of 677 metric tons; last
year’s rubber exports incressed by 4,843 metric tons—
CO. The World Bank has promised 4 million 22 lakhs
of American dollars worth of zid 1o complete sizge
Il of the Mahaweli Development FProject—CM. Mr.
Anura Bandarapzike has said 2t 2 meeting at Hakmana,
that they wanted 1o have a peacelyl eleciicn and if
the UNP «<reate trouble, they would Fpostifene
the elections for another five years, or they are even
prepared to do away with eleciions forever—DW.

THURSDAY, JUNE 23: Tha Board of Directors
of the Building Materials Corpoizticn has been blemed
for the overall malidministraiicn of the BMC; this
maladministration graduglly led to a big fraud in a
cement sale amouniing to Rs. 1,034,558.50. 27 doctors,
some of them specialists, have opted to join the Healih
Ministry’s Chennelled Cemsuliziien Scheme threvgh
co-operative hospiials zfiersihe goverrnment re-iniro-

duced this schem® beginning frem June 20. Locelly-

manufactured firezrms are freely zvaileble in 1 he vnder-
world despite heightened police vigilence :1.d the round-
ing up Ealp 'wo gmngs erfkeged in the buysiness. The
Attorney General hes ruled that it is zn’ &fence for
any person to exhibit eleclion prepsgenda meterial
such as flags, banners, hzndbills, posters eic. cither
at public places or even on walls outside privete pre-
mises. Sri Lanka's bulk tea export to Pakisten is Jikely
to increase considerably; ihis is beczuse the Pakisian
government has proposed io waive import and excise
duties on bulk tea. The Colombo Municipaliiy is plenning
to introduce polythene bigs to remove garbzge from
households instead of the present system of using dust-
bins; arrangements 2re already under way to launch
an experimenial drive in this conneclion in certain
selected parts of the city shortly. The Minister of
Power, Irrigaticn and Highways yesterday zppointed
Mr. T. Sivagnanam, zciing Chairmzn of the Ceylon
Electricity Board in addiricn to his own duties as
Secretary to the Ministry. Prof. Howard Wriggins,
Head of the South Asia Department of the Colombia
University, is tipped 10 be the new US Ambassador
to Sri Lanka—CDN. Shareholders in the twenty two
business underiakings vested in government since
1972 are perturbed over the delay in the payment of
compensation. Members of the Associztion of Medical
Practitioners who weni back 1o work on June 14 on
an assurance given by the Minister of Health that nego-
tiations would be held on June 17, have now come out
on strike again—CDM. More than 1,500 employees of
the Ceylon Electricity Board’s Head Office will stzge
a ‘sit in’ demonstraticn cuiside their offices from tcday
protesting against the removal of the Cheirman of
the Board Mr. D. P. Chandrasinghe. The govern-
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ment has granted permission to enable the purchase
of rupee tickets to New Delhi—SU, Work on 1 he Ceylon
Fisheries Hartcur Corporztion's Rs. 1.3 mill'en refi ige-
ration plan in Chilaw is nearing cempletion t1d Corpor-
alion sources are confident that all equipment ceuld
be insialled end production cof ice started before the
end of this month—CO. Much of the land tzken over
under the land development was tzken over wiihoyt
permission of the Lind Commissioner; thopsands of
acres have been made use of by MP's; Now the GA’s
are having difficullies in getting it =pproved—LD,

FRIDAY, JUNE 24: The most modern and highly
sophisticated commynications network in Asia tnd
the Far Ezst, with 350 direct links, will be operated
by the police at next menth's General Eleciions; hence
this year’s resulis will be broadcist by the SLEC much
earlier then in previous generzl eleciicns. The Police
will permit 1he display of posters on the day of :n elec-
tion meeting in.and 2round Lhe place where such a
mecting is 1o be held—CDN. Employees of the Ceylop
Electricity Bozrd yesterday launched a lightening strike
in protest agiinst the sudden removal of it's Chairmzn
by the Minister on Wednesdzy. The number of medical
officers who have opted to join the Channelled Consyl-
tation Scheme h:ss now rised to 37. Many University
teachers are periurbed at what appears to be a depri-
vation of their political rights; yesterdey a mecting
was held at the Colombe Campus (o discuss the eligi-
bility of university reachers to contest a parliameniary
seat on leava from the university. About 12,0600 emplo-
yees of the State Engineering Corporaticn znd the
Buildings Department are 10 be laid off with pay beczuse
the two state organisaiiens are unable to go ahead
with their construction projects; the mezin rezsen for
this is the shortzge of cement. Yesterdzy's ‘sit in’
protest by about 1,5€0 workers of the CEB showed
signs of spreading tc the Board’s Provincial installztions
as talks between union répresentatives znd the manzge-
ment ended in deadlock.—SU The Central Commitiee
of the Sri Lanka Maley Workers 2nd Students Socizlist
Front has announced it's decision to support ihe SLEP
at the forthcoming general elections. Trzinp cervices
came to a grindjyg halt Lhis morning following Railway
Guards sending in sick notes in protest against the
interdiction of iwo railway guards. A total of 310,000
candidates wijl sit the GCE -‘O’ level examination chis
year; this is the smallest number to sit this examina-
tion in the past five years—CO. The rural Bank in Nallyr
was robbed in broad daylight yesterdzy; three of the
five suspects were caught within a few hours, Last
year during the Yala seasen almost 3,000 zcres were
abandoned beciuse of the drought—EN. With 27 days
to go for the elections; on plaiforms in the Norih, hot
debates are raging regarding the seperate Timil
State—VK.

SATURDAY, JUNE 25: The Joint Front of Trade
Unions in the Ceylon Electricty Bozrd comprising 23
unions yesterday assured the Minister of Irrigation,
Power and Highways that it will not participate in any
strike action; the assurance follows a strike lzunched
by a seciion of employees on Thursday protesting
against the removal of the Chairman. 3,000 reservists
will augment the strength of the police force on clection
day; but they will not be directly involved in the Nation-
nal Security Operation. The government h:s offered
the use of an Air Force helicopier 1o the UNP leader
for his election campaign; this offer hes 2pperently
been made to all leaders of recognised pariies, and
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they will have to pay the normal fare for their flights—
CDN. Over a hundred prisoners who were convicted
for invnlvement in the 1971 ipsurruction including the
IVP leader, Rohana Wijeweera yesterday commenced
a hunger strike at the Magazine Prison at Welikada
A JVP spokesman said yesterday that they
were protesting against the denial of certain rights
the prisoners normally enjoyed after a new adminis-
tration was put in charge of the magazine pricon. Gov-
ernment Medical Practitioners who were recalled on
strike on Monday, have decided to go back to work.
The Railway Guards who reported sick en masse yester-
day morning were back at work the same evening;
their absence in the morning completely paralysed
the rail service in the afternoon and disrupted io a
certain extent the services in the evening. Leave for
all Ceylon Electricty Board employees has been can-
celled with immediate effect—CDM. Army, Navy and
Air Force personnel were yester%&l moved in to guard
some cf the key installations of the CEB in the wake
of the trade union action by a section of the employees.
Several ASP’s and Inspectors in the Dompe-Attanagalle
area have been transferred to other stations with im-
mediate effect—SU. Work on stage Il of the Mahaweli
Development Project at Moragahakenda has begun—
DM. To meet the current shortage, | lakh tons of cement
will be imported: this is because the CWE, BMC and the
State Engineering Corporation are badly in need of it
to proceed withmuch of their work.—LD

SUNDAY, JUNE 26: A number of ‘stateless’ persons
who were selected for Sri Lanka citizenship under the
Indo Sri Lanka agreement of 1964, have declined the
offer and opted to be repatriated to India. Residents
in some Colombo areas and several suburban areas
were on Friday without electricty following a black-
out caused by Ceylon Electricty Board employees in
protest against the removal of the Chairman; an official
of the Ministry commenting on the situation said that
the power failure was the result of sabotage by certain
employees of the CEB who had damaged the trans-
formers at the +ead Office ag Fort and Pamankade.
The Ceylon Bank Employees Union on why they are
striking statés that they are the only category who
have not réceived a salary increase in thelast ten years
despite the unprecedented rise of the cost-of-living
index from |12 to 200; their salary structure had not
changed during the last twenty years—SO. The entire
country was plunged in darkness shortly after 8 p.m.
last night following a complete breakdown in power
supplies; according to unconfirmed reports reaching
Colombo this is said to have been a sequel fo a disrup-
tion at the Polpitiya Power Grid, some 14 miles off
Laxapana; it is supposed to be an act of sabotage. The
Prison authorities last week foiled a jail break attempt
by a group’ of prisoners at the Magazine Prison now
serving sentences for offences conmected with in-
surgency. A massive co-ordinated security plan to
prevent the outbreak of violence after the general
elections on July 21 is now being prepared by the Police:
they will seek the help of the Navy and the Air Force
to put this plan into operation—WK. Fruit producers
who produce for export will very soon be able to import
CRA cars because the government is taking steps to
grant them CRA concessions like the other exporters
of non tradiiional producis—CM. From tomorrow a
new direct bus will be running between Jaffna and
Colombo. —EN There was no issue of the Times Group
newspapers today.

$¢l Lanka Chronicle

MONDAY, JUNE 27: Senior engineers of the CEB
and technicians we'e yesterday rushed to Laxapana
to locate the fault fresponsible for the disruption of
electriciaﬁ of the gntire island from Saturday night;
it was the first island-wide disruption since the CEB
was inaugurated znd 2 governmernt spokesman said
that first indications were that sabotage on the part
of someone at Laxzpana was the cause of it; a similar
act of sabotage blakced out part of Colombo and
Dehiwala on Friday. According to 2 communique
issued by the Ministry yesterday evening, engineers
and employees of the CEB who are not on strike
restored. power while representatives of the loint
Front of T?ade Unions were discussing matters at issue
that led to an island-wide power failure with the
Minister. The threatened bank strike may not take
place because agreement was reached on principle
between representatives of the Commercial Banks
Association and the union to revise the salary structure
of bank employees—CDN. Power supply is expected
to be restored today to all parts of Sri Lanka; personnel
of the CEB and technicians of the Sri Lanka Navy last
night successfully commissioned several Turbine Gene-
rators at the Laxapana, Polpitiya and VVimalasundera
Power stations. The resolution which is .aid to have
been passed to sfipport the SLFP at the forthcoming
general elections at a general meeting of the Islamic
Socialist Front was not properly constituted according
to one of it’s senior Vice Fresidems—SU. The Ceylon
Electricity Board expecis to restore power services
islandwide afier noon today. Twenty persons were
injured this morning when two trains collided close
to Gapemulla—CO. The Trade Union Federation of
the CEB in a statement to the press has stated that
they did not resort to any ac's of sabotage as the gov-
ernment alleges and they have asked tle general public
to be careful in believing such deliberate government
propaganda—VYK. Beczuse of the large amount of imports
of cloth, much of the cloth produced locally is® lying
in the stores of the Saly Sala; it has been suggested
by the Advisory Council to mzke arrangement to
issue this cloth outside the ration—ATH.

TUESDAY, JUNE 28: Electrical power was restored
in Colombo city at 11.30 a.m. yesterday; one and a
half hours after the Joint Front of Trade Unions in the
CEB called off their strike; power was restored through-
out the island one hour later; the trade unions czlled
off their strike after negotlatinns with the Ministers
resulted in zn eight point zgreement; the main demand
of the front—the re-instatement of the Chairman was
not granted by the Minister. Twenty three perzons
were injured, five seriously, when the Colombo-tound
Badulla night mail crashed inio the 3.20 a,m. train
from Maho which was halted at Yagoda station early
yesterday morning; railway officials making inquiries
on the spot into the cause of the crash said the - colour
light system had failed and the down irain from Maho
was forced to halt at the station—CDN. The IGP has
alerted all insurgent burezus to keep a watch for any
subversive activity in their operaticnzl aress. The
Customs which has no launches of it’s own in seaworthy
condition, has to hire them from the Colombo Port
Commission paying Rs. 20 per hour. The City Police
carried out 2 cleaning out operation in the early hours
of last Saturday and removed all election posters,
banners and flags in the Colombo area. Members of regis-
tered and Assistant Medical Practitioners upions will
tender their resignation from the dept., this is one of
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the resolutions adopted at a special emergency meeting
on Saturday—CDM. Over 12,000 2mployees belonging
to the country’s state-owned anc private commercial
banks are poised for strike action tomorrow, posing
the threat of virtually crippling the banking sector.
The CMU branch of the Janawasama Head Office is ex-
pected to come out on a token strike today at 10 a.m.
over |5 ousttanding esdemands. The government
yesterday ordered a full probe toascertain who was
responsible for the acts of sabotage at the Power ins-
tallations at Polpipitiya and Laxapana which phinged
the country into towl darkness on Saturday night. The
case in which Mr. J. R. Jayewardene is suing Lake House
for a news item in the Dinamina of October 23 1976,
which he states is false and defamatory of him and the
UNP came up for hearing before the Distrigt Judge,
Colombo yesterday—SU. Mr. A. Thiagaraja former MP
for Vaddukoddai and a present candidate for the same
seat asked what work those who boast of establishing
a separate state in the North and East have in 2 NSA
in the South—DP. 2

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29: The Executive Committee
of the Ceylon Bank Employees’ Union yesterday
decided *to suspend the sgrike which was scheduled
to take plack today, pending the reaction of it's general
membership to the mapagements' offer; this will be
ascertained on Saturday. An attempted jail break by
inmates of the ‘insurgent section’ of the magazine
prison has been reported to the Justice Ministry by
the Commissioner of Prisons. The Railway has launched

a top level inquiry into the cause of the railway accident.

at Yagoda Station on Monday morning injuring 23
?ersons. The Police have drawn a blank in their search
or Dr. Tabor Albrechs, the West German scientist
who has been missing sinoe February this year. A number
of persons ha¥e been arrested for obstructing ithe
Police in carrying out their duyties regarding the use
of loudspeakers at election meetings thrcughout the
country. UNP leader Mr. J. R. Jayewardene said at a
meeting at Matale that there would be®asstrike at Lake
House before the general elections. Ten more Districts
will have Japata Committees; the Commissioner of
Janata Committees said that Ministry sapction for
establishing 250 more Janata Committees has been
received. Prof. K. K. Y. W, Perera of the Katubedde
Campus was yesterday appointed Chairman of the
CEB—CDN. Twenty prisoners who were convicted
for offences connected with the [971 insurgency,
including Rohapa Wijgweera have been admitted to
the Prison Hospital as they were considered weak
following a hunger strike. A certain section of the
university teachers feel that the dons who resigned
their posts of deanships and heads of departments
should be re-appointed or elected again. Bishop Cyril
Abeyanaike, Bishop of Colombo of the Church of Ceylon,
has given notice of his intention to retire this
year—CDM. According to the Commissioner of Prisons,
there is a likelihood of a settlement of their dispute
soon; the prisoners demanded the removal of the
officers on the grounds that the search of the prison
wards and the discovery of spikes and other such
contraptions in the ceiling was a part of a conspiracy
against the prisoners. The employees of the Janawasama
at Colombo, Kandy, Hatton, Ratnapura and Badulla
came out on a token strike yesterday in protest against
the government refusing to accede to their demands;
a demonstration by the employees of the Colombo
office was banned by the Police. The Sri Lanka Political
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Victim’s Front has come down hard on the grave injus-
tice of victimisation if it’s members by the government
through the abuse of political power—SU. In Kantalai, un-
der the Seruwila eleciorate a terrible clash between sup-
porters of two political parties was stopped by the timely
intervention of the Police; 21 were however injured—
VK. Over a hyndred temporary employees of the CWE
went on a ‘amuda pelapaliya’ yesterday morning asking
to be made permanent—LD. The cultivators in the
Rajarata are unable to cultivate this Yala season, as
the Mahaweli waters have not been distributed in
time—DW.

‘THURSDAY, JUNE 30: Over 50 persons have had

their passports impounded and have been banned from
leaving the island; a Police spokesinan said yesterday
that those affected by the travel ban were well-known
smugglers, 15 of them from the North, persons con-
victed of foreign erchange offences and others who
were being investigated by the CID for alleged economic
crimes. Combined effort of doctors, nurses and
minor employees in tne itwo women's hospitals in
Colombo saved the lives of 40 premature babies who
would otherwise have died in their incubators during
last week’s power failyre. The story of a jail break by
Rohana Wijeweera and others were fabricated by the
government and capitalist circles to suppress the JVP
movement inside and outside the prison, said Mr.
Upatissa Gamapayake, acting leader of the JVP at the
Hyde Park meeting yesterday in protest against the
government's attitude towards the JVP prisoners.
The hunger strike launched by the 120 prisoners was
called off in the early hours of Tuesday morning after
the Secretary, Mipistry of lustice agreed to inquire
into some of the reasons that sparked off the hunger
strike—CDN. The Ministry of Justice yesterday showed
pressmen the numerous implements turned out by
the insurgent convicts at the Magazine Prison which
the authorities claimed were to be used for a paossible
jail break., The Committee of Management of the Bank
of Ceylon Staff Officer’s Association has unanimously
decided to stage a day’s token strike tomorrow as a
protest against the Finance Ministry’s unwillingness
to negotiate and arrive at a settlement of the Associa-
tion's demand for a salary revision. A iarge number
of lecturers#nd Professors representing all the campuses
of the University of Sri Lanka met last week and formed
an organisation called the Sri Lanka University Teacher’s
United Bront to support the UNP in the election—CDM.
Consumers throughout Sri Lanka will receive a doyble
ration of food items by July 18; this is"in terms of a
scheme worked out by the government to ensure
sufficient food stocks are available during the general
election week. Capital aid and technical assistance under
the Colombo Plan now totals more than 45 billion US
dollars. A new instant tea factory was declared open
by the Minister of Plantation Industries at the Ekala
Industrial Estate yesterday despite an explosion at the
factory the night before. Nurses, midwives and minor-
employees of State medical institutions will have
only eight hours of work each day, from tomorrow—
SU. The second largest minority in the island, the
Muslims, are in a dilemma because of the conflicting
points of view put forward by the Muslim League and
the Muslim Socialist Front with regard to whom they
should support at the elections—VK.
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A MAVERICK VIEW

On The.TamiI

Problem

To The Editor,
The Tribune, Colombo 2.

Dear Sir,

I enclose f3r publication in your
popular journal, my “appeal and
advice to the enptire Tamil people
and Tamil Voters cf Sri La.nﬁa for
the 1977 General Elections', which
speaks for itself.

You will be doing a great ser=
vice to the Tamils in particular
and to Sri Lanka in general if you
were to be kind enough to five
the fullest publicity to the facts
stated in my appeal which should
help and influence intelligent znd
independent voters to exercise
their sacred and precious vote in
favour of candiates who will not
blindly follow the dictation =znd
arrogance of “Idi Amin Amirtha-
lingam & Co', who are trying to
stampede the Tamil voters into
voting exclusively for all their
so-called TULF candidates, some
of whom are not fit enough or
mentally and intelletucally equipped
to decide the future of the Tamils
in Sri Lanka, in a wise, responsible
and stit smanlike way, when the
occesion arises, Some of the TULF
“leaders’” are trying to cash-in
on the death of their so-called
“Thanthai”, “Periavar’’, and “Mogp-
tharignar’, and deify him with
their crocodile tears and sycop-
hantic adulztion, and mislead the
Tamil“masses, whd are not aware
of all the foolish and unwise deci-
sions at critical times in the past,
which have landed wus all in the
present messy and tragic situa-
tion. You are free to publish this
letter along with the anmexed
appeal of mine.

Thanking you

Yours sincerely, °

Wijaya Indra

My dear Tamil brothers and sisters

The Tamils in Sri Lanka are now
in an extremenly difficult, painful
and pathetic condition on the eve
of the forthcoming General Elec-
tion which is to take place on the
2Ist of July 1977. The Tamils have
been brought down and reduced
to this pathetic and helpless condi-
tion by the 'ack of proper and
wise, far-sighted lead=rship ever
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since the greatest apd wisest
Tamil Statesman and Patriot Sir
Ponnambalam Ramanathan died in
1930, on the eve of the intrduc-
tion and implementation of the
loonc'ughmore Constitution in Cey-
on.

The first fatal mistake the then

. leadefrship Tamils made in early

1931, was the Boycotting of the
first State €ouncil General Elections
in 1931, on the pretest of demand-
ing “Sampoorana Swaraj’’ because
the Tamils were dissatisfied with
the total lack of provisions for the
rotection of Tamils and Tamilizn
interests zll over Ceylon. This foolish
and uynwise boycott of the first
State Council in 1931, played the
entire Tamil corimunity into the
hinus of the majority Sinhalese
community and the Muslims, who
jointly seized power in 1931 and
formed the first Board of 6 Sinhala
Ministers and | Muslim Minister,
while the Tamils were totzlly un-
represented on the board of Minis-
ters, because of that faial and foolish
boycott. Ever since then, from 1931
up to aate, the Tamils have been
rolling downkill due to lack of
proper wise, end realistic Jeader-
ship, and we, the Tamils are now
where we are in the present pathe-
tic and helpless condition, as objects
of ridicule and pilied by everyone,

Afier the death of Sir Popnam-
balam Ramapathan in 1930, the
late Mr. G. G. Ponnambalam teok
over the leadership of the Tamuls
afrer forming the All Ceylon Tamil
Congress, and thereafter demzn-
ded fifiy-fifity before the Soulbury
Commission.

When Mr. Ponnambalam failed
to get his fifty-fifty demznd from
the Soulbury Commissioners, he
very foclishly and unwisely let
himself down by compromising
his leadership of the Tamils by
accepting a solitary Ministership
for himself in the UNP cabinet
and 2 parliamentary secretaryships
for the Tamil Congress, under
the leadership of the late Mr. D.
S. Senanayake, who became the
first Prime Minister under the
Soulbury Constitution.

By thus falling a victim to the
machinations, manoeuvrings and
manpipulations of the late Mr. D. S,
Senanayake and his clever, cunning
and unscrupulous ally and political
associate, Sir Oliver Goonetilleke,
Mr. Ponnambalam destroyed his
own political image and ruined
his political career and political
leadership of the Tamils, by sur-
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GG's And SJV’s Mistakes
w :
réndering his political independence
t¢ the Sinhala UNP Leader Mr.
[. S. Senanayake, who had very
geverly politically-trapped and
subjugated and brought under his
control the erstwhile Tamil Leader
Mr. G. Ponnambalam! This
very unfortynate development led
to the breakaway of the late Mr.

S. J. V. Chelvanayakam from the

Tamil Congress and the formation
of the Federal Party by Mr. Chel-
vanayakam. Therefore, from 1948
cnwards upto the date of his death
on 29th April 1977, Mr. Chelva-
nayalam wis the Supreme Com-
mander of his Federal Party, and
must be held responsible for all
the final decisions of the F.P., some
of which were very unwise, un-
realisgic 2r.d impractical, which in
consequence had aggravated the
tragic sityctions and the problems
of the Tamils all over Ceylon.

1. The first glaring mistake made
by the Federal Party was immediately
zfter the  General Elections of
March 1960, when the late Mr.
Dudley Senanayazke, the Leader of
the UNP, was struggling despe-
rately to form the Government
and pathetically sought the help
and support of the F.P. with which
help Mr. Duadley Senanayake could
have formed a fairly stable Govern-
ment. But, Mr. Chelvanayakam and
his F.P. laid down certzin terms
and conditions all of which Mr.
Scnanayzke wes unable to agree
to then, because of the political
repercussions and copsequences he
would have had to face from his
opponents, the S.L.F.P. and other
reactionaries, who would have
created enough trouble for him
if he, Mr. Senanayake, had acceded
to Mr. Chelvanayakam's demands.
Mr. Senanayake therefore pleaded
with Mr. Ckelvapayakam and his
F.P. not to demand the pound of
flesh and insist on all the demands,
but to be patient, and that he
would do his best (after he had
formed and established his Gov-
ernment) to satisfy the  F.P.
demands gradually.

To this pathetic and pleading
appeal of Mr. Dudley Senanayake
in March 1960 Mr. Chelvanayakam
and his F.P. turned a deaf ear,
aided and abetted by the SLFP,
the LSSP and the CP who were
all out to defeat and frustrate Mr.
Dudley Senanayzke and his UNP
Government at the voting on the
Throne Speech.

Mr. Chelvanayakem and the FP,
relying on the false promises of
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FP’s Blunders

the SLFP, the LSSP and the CP, o-
ted againt Mr. Dudle Senanayal a's
UNP Govérnment thepn, and tie
Government fell, and Parliame it
was dissolved, and we had the 19¢0
July Elections (after the SLFP,
LSSP and the CP had formed a
no-contest pact) with disstroys
consequences to the *Tamils!

The SLFP, romped home with
an overwhelming majority, and Mrs
Bandaranaike formeg an exclusively
SLFP Government in July 1940,
which thereafter rode rough-shod
over the Tamils and clamped all
the F.P, MP's in jail whepn they, the
FP launched the prolonged satya.
graha campaign opposite the laffpa
Kachcheri.

As everyone kpows, an Emere-
gency was then declared and the
Tamil  Satyagrahis were badly
mauled and beaten-up and mples-
ted!!! If instead, the F.P had helped
Mr. Dudiey Senapayake in March
1960, then *the above Situation
would never have arisen and the
present bitterpesscs end  tragic
course of events and developments,
could 2]l have been avoided. The
FP had instead helped to create
the Biafra it wanted, leading to
the present clamour for a seperate
Tamil Stzte, which if not reslized
or granted, could lead tosthe com-
Plete humiliation, suppression, ex-
ploitation and #npihilation of the

Tamils, bh not only the Sinhalese
but b uslims like Badi-ud-din
Mahmiid. .

The second glaring and idiotic
mistake made by M. Chelvanaya-
gam and his FP was, when in 1965,
Mr. Dudiey Senanayake and the
UNP sought the help of the Fp
again to form Lhe Government. This
time also, the FP missed the bus!
The UNP and Mr. Dudley Senapa-
yake were willing to give the
FP 4 Ministries and 4 *Parliamen-
tary Secretaryships out of |6
Ministries and l6 Parliamentary
Secretaryships in order to form
the UNP-FP Government.

But, Mr. Chelvanayakam and his
FP for some puerile and foolish
reasons did not want to accept
or hold office with the UNP, be-
cause they then feared the possible
taunts of the Tamil Congress and
Mr. G. G. Ponpambalam, that the
FP were out for Ministries under a
UNP Prime Mipister! So they,
very illogically, decided to let Mr.
M. Tiruchelvam, who was not even
an elected MP, to join the UNP
Cabinet of Mr. Dudley Sepa-
nayake and watch the FP interests
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from there!! This was a very foolizh
and unwise decision of Mr. Chelyz-
nayakem and of his FP becayse Mr.
Tiruchelvam had po elecied sgatys
as 2n MP to stand on, and there-
fore did not have adequate strength
in the UNP Cabinet to press kome
his points on behalf of the FP and
the Tamils. If instead, Mr. Chelva-

nayakem and the FP had insisted -

on the 4 Ministries and 4 Parliamen
tary Sécreiaryships out of a Cabinct
composed of |6 Ministers, then
the Tamils would- have had a 259
representation on the Beard of
Ministers (Czbiget) end would have
therely had adequate strength in
the Cabinet 1o haye got throygh
the District Councils Bill wit hin
3 months of their joining to form
the Government, instead, the FP
wasted 31/2 years i the UNP Géve-
rnment without achjeving znylhing
tangible for the Tamils, and le't
the Government under the pre-
text of some dissatisfaction over
“Koneswaram”! While the FP was
ted the precious time apd years
of the Tamils, the Sinhalese znd the
Muslims have beep entrenching
themselves .more and mgre ip
powar, at the expznse of the Tamils!

The cumulative effect of ail
these follies of the FP, is that the
unfortynate and unhappy Tamil
Youth (boys 2s well as girls) are
new out on the strects unemployed
2nd now branded asscriminals apd
undesirzkles, who out of sheer
frustration 2nd bitterness, are begin
ning to take the Law into their
own hands to settle their up-
redressed grievepces.

3. The third glaring mistzke of
the Federal Party, is that it had
tacitly agreed to the Repatriztion
ofﬁzg',GOO Tamils of Indian Origin
who, and  whose parents apnd
grandparents, had been born and
bred in this country and who to
all intents 2nd purposes, and from
humane and fundamental human
rights considerations, should all
have been granted citizenship
rights in this their motherland,
without being thrown away and
driven away! -

4. The fourth glaring mistake
of the Federal Party is, that while
paying lip-service to the Tamils,
it s systematically surrendering
the Tamils and Tamilian areas to
the Muslims in the Esstern Pro-
vince!

The Federal Party, now mas-
querading as the Tamil United
Liberation Fropt (T ULFA. in - its
vain efforts to win over t
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in the Eastern Frovince, is sacri-
ficing the interests of the less fav-
oured Tamils like Mr, Thinga-
thurei, Ex-MP for Muttur, 20 pleaze
and ‘placate’ the Muslims.

The Federal Party leaders, in
their own peculizr and specious
way of thinking, arguing, manoeuy-
ring and manipulating, have forgot-
ten certain fundzmental facts re-
garding the Tamils, and their tradi-
tional areas, from ancient times
from Time Immemorial,

The ancient Temils were ajl
Hindus and their traditiopal lands
were the Northern zpd Easterp
Provipces. The Federzl Party Lea-
Gers are now putting through horse-
deals with the Muslims in the
Eastern Provipce in the yain hope
of winning their support for EP
demands, at the expense or thg
Tamil-Seats like Mutiur, But,
the Muslim MP’s, wfier winning
their elections with the help of
the Tamil votes, will always jump-
over the fence, apd join hands
with the Sinhzlese UNP or SLFP
Government, whenever the plums
of office are ihrown to them.
My appeal and advice to the Tamil
people and the Tamil voters all
oyer Ceylon at the forthcoming
General Elections of 1977, is to
excrcise. their preciows znd sacred
Yole very carefully ofter assess-
ing the true worth and  valye
and genuineness of the individyal
Temil candidate who ‘seeks your
voie at the forthcoming Geperal
Ele.tion, without blindly voting
for the lables urder which czndi-
dates may be sponpsored by very
Cunning, ambitioys, scheming and
arrogant Tamil Party Leaders viho
have messed-up and ruiped the
Tamils during the lost 2! years
since 1956, Tamil patriotism s
not the monopoly of enly some
of these specicis and Joud-mouthed
professional political party leaders
who are so arrogapt, haughty
and cictatorial, thzt they are ip-
cipeble of assessing  the irue
worth and value of some indiyi.
dual men of meturity, wisdom and
true patriotism, who hayve also
sacrificed their lives, time, energy.
and wealth for the cayse of the
Tamil People whom they love so.
dearly, without climbing  politi-
<2l platforms all the time, and mak-
ing cheap political commuaal
rabble-rousing specches, and ° eter.
nally singing the praise of Dead
Polilicians who  haye achieved
nothing tangible but misled the
-gullible Tamil masses blindly and
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obstinate y into the barren wastes
anid political wilderness, ever since:
the late 5. W. R. D. Bandaranaike
in 1956, raised the chauvinstic
and rabblerousing “Sinhala Only
VWithin 24 hours” «cry, which
automatically and  Instantanta-
neously divided the Ceylenese
Nation in 1956, into the “Sin-
hala Nation” and the “Tamil Na-
tion” in Sri Lanka, wi'h ditastreus
consequences to the entire popu-
lation of Sri Lanka, who were a
happier, united end peace-loving
people prior to the 1956 general
Election.
R WIJAYA INDRA,

Founder And General Secretary,
Demacratic Socialist Party.

L]
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FRUSTRATION TO SEPARATION

A Sad Story Of

Broken Promises

by James T. Rutnam

Iy my article on the “Dilemma
of the Tamil Voter, published
in the Tribune of 9 luly, | gave a
short list of broken zgreements
contracted between the Sinhalese
:nd Tamils from September [918.
The majori'y communi'y stcod fo
gain by lullying the Tamils inio a
false sense cf securi'y, for in the
struggle against The British Raj
during Coloniz) times, the Sinhalese
were able to,argue that the people
of Smi Lanka were united in their
demznd for Self-Government.

Both the Donoughmore Com-
missioners and the Soulbury Com-
missioners nevertheless 100k
grezt pezins 1o include in their
recomendations some devicg_?_ end
provision to ensure that ihe Tzmils
were protected from any eruption
of Sinhalese chauvinism. here
was one glaving instznce where
the Sinhalesé made it a point ‘o
show that they were not communal-
minded. That wzs regarding the elec-
tion of Ramanuthin for the Edu-
cated Ceylonese Seat in 1911 when
he contesetd Dr. Marcus Fernando.

Ramenathan and  his brother
Arunachalam hzd been the only
Ceylonese supporters of William
Digby when he published his book
and articles for Representative
Government for Sri Lanka as far
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back as 1876. No Sinhalese,
not even James Alwis, supported
Digby at thetime.

In 1923 when the Tamils became
first awarer of the sorry pass ‘o
which they were brought te, D. B.
layaiillika referred 1o the eleciion
of Ramanathan &5 an instance where
the Sinhalese rose above, “recial
‘and religious difforences in - public
matters.” This is not correct.
The Tamils had a large proportion

of voters in the Educzted Cey-
lonese Eleciorate: The break-
down was zs fellows:
Educated Sinhalese and
B. Class Burghers . 1800
Tamils : 1!6_6
2966
Tha Result as declared on 13
December 1911 was as follows:
Remanathan . 1645
Fernando 981
Majority 664
A_Fart from the decisive weight
of Tamil electors, there was one
other consideraticn thet 1ipped
the scales. Foor Fernzndo wis a

member of the Karava Community,
a caste ‘politically end cocially
frowned upen by the motley crowd
of Sinhalese who called themselves
or imagined themselves asVellalas
or Goigamzs. To be correct they
were in early British iimes clessified
2s Vellzlzs No. | znd Vellales No. 2.
Even today, however much we
have advznced through the spreud
of educstion end communpicalicn,
these differences con'inue 1o exict,

| was shocked to read in the
newszpapers that the Sri Lenka
Buddfiist Congress, a centre of

 Buddhism, a world Religion, had

ratified a motion to chinge the
name and style of Sri Lanka o
“The Buddhist Republic of Sri
Lznka'’. Thailand hzs not done
such 2 thing. Burma 0o his not
done it. India our nearest neighbour
is a secular Siate, zn index ‘o ils
sense of humeni'y and brother-
heod.

The irony of it is that ihis mo-
tion wes ratified bya bedy which
has its President one of the most
distinguished and most liberal sons
of SrilLanka, R. S. S. Gupawarde na.
Wouldn't it be better for Guna-
wardena and his Congress to ad-
dress 1hemselves first fo the remaoval
of unbuddhistic praciices in the
very heartlend of Buddhism in
Sri Lanka at Asgiriya and Malwatta
in Kandy? | feel ashzmed to say it.
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Background Histary

Bufdhism in its pristine purity is
no! praciised in Sri Lanka.

t'ould Gunawardena’s sons of
grind-cons or broihers or nephews
ever become ordzined s bhikkus
in Lthe Siyem Nikaya? No, for it is
only the co-called Goigema that
could be sa. Betier reform your
housctold before you attempt to-
reform the world or apneunce
that you are truly frem a Buddhist
State,

This title is inapproprizie for
various ressens. Firstly because itis
wunbuddhistic &5 it excludes to meny
of the ciiizens 'of this . couniry,
and is so unconcerned ebout their
feelings. Secondly beczise it con-
notes Pride zrd Hzie Eoth un-
buddhistic qualities. £ggressive
or militent Buddhism is self-con-
tradictory.  Thirdly beczuse 5ri
Lanka is composed of iwo nations
with separate cul uies end lengueges.

Any move like changing the
name of Sri Lenka 2s proposed
would enly beceme an added argu-
ment for the czuse cf Separaiien.
Eelam proposes lo be Seculery
Socielist snd Temil, bur it will
be known to the world enly 2s
Eelem.

This brings us to where we
began. | hare already in theissue
of 2 July of the Tribune reproduced
Bindarenaike's speech where he de-
clared that a Federzl Sysiem of
government was the only soluiion
to our political problems. Fifty-
one years later this is again calling
for urgent considerstion. Now let
us ask ourselves how truly the
promises embedied in the following
two tolemn agreemenis signed b
the Prime Ministers of the SLFK
and UNP Goverpments hed besp
honoured. These agreements may
now seem out of date. The TULF
is asking fc- Separation in. the
context of tihe present world-
wide demand for independence by
ethnic groups, small or large, on
the basis of scparate race, lingrege,
culiure trnd geogrephiczl idomity.
But thcse decumems are suill of
interest to slow to what state of
frustration the Tamils had becn
driven to.

BANDARANAIKE — CHELVA-
NAYAKAM 'AGREEMENT OF
26th July, 1957
Part A

“Representatives of the Federal
Party have had a series of discus-
sions with the Prime Minister in
an effort to resolve the differences

0



Documenis

of opinion that had been grow g
and creating tension,

“At an early stage of they
versations it beccame evident
it was not possible for 'he Prime
Minister to accedes 1o some of the
demands of the Fedegal Party,

“The Prime Minister stated that
from the point of view of the
Government, he wzs 1ol in a pori-
tion to discuss the®setting up of a
Federal Constilution ot regional
autonomy, to (ake zny s'ep that
would zbrogate the Cfficial Lengu-
age Act.

"The question then zrose whe-
ther it was possible to explore
the possibility of an adjustment
without the Federzl Pariy azban-
doning or surrendering eny of its
fundamental principles or eoljec-
tives.

“At this stage the Prime Minizter
suggested #n examination of the
Government's draft Regionzl Copn-
cils Bill to see whether provizion
could be made under it (0 meet
reasonably, some of the muiiers
in this regard which the Federal
Party had in view.

“The - agreements o reached
are embodied ina separate do-
cument. F
ADJUSTMEMT *

“Regarding the lzpgusge issue,
the Federal Party reiterzied irs

stand for parity, tut in view of the
position of the Prime Minister in
this matter they came to in zgree-
ment by way of adjustment. They
pointed out that it wes importane
for them that there skculd be 2
recognition of Temil zs a netional
language, =nd that the adminis-
trative work of the MNorihern and
Eastern Provinces :thould ke dope
in Tamil.

“The Prime Ministef sizted Lhat
as mentioned by him ecarlier it
was not possible for him io take
any steps that weuld cbiogzte ihe
Officizl Lenguage Act.

“After discustions, it was 2grecd
that the proposed legislation shoyld
contain recogniiicn of Temil 2s
the language of a nationzl minority
of Ceylon, and that the four peints
mentioned by the Prime Minister
should include provision thar, with-
out infringing on the positien of
the official languzge 2s such, the
language of administration of the
Northern znd Eastern Provingces
be Tamil, and that any necessary
provision be made for the non-
Tamil speaking minorities in the
Northern and Eastern Provinces.

“Regarding the question of Cey-
lon cicizenship for people of Indzin
descent and the revision of the
Civizenship Act, the representa-
tives of the Federal Pariy put for-
ward their views to Lthe Prime
Minisier and pressed for an early
seltlement.

“The Prima Mipister
thet the problem weuld receive
carly copsideration. »

“In view of these concluzions
the Federal Party siated they were
withdrawing their proposed satya-

rahas’ y

Part B

l. REGIONAL areas to be de-
fined in che Bill itsell by embody-
ing them in a schiedule thereto,

2. THAT the Norihern Provinee
is to form one regional area whilst
the Eastern Province is 1o be divided
info two or more regional areas,

2. PROVISION is to be made in
the Bill to enable two or more
regions to amalgamzie ‘even be-
yond provinciel 'imit; and for one
region ‘o divide itself subject to
ratification” by Parliament. Furiher
provision is to be made i’ the Bill
for two or more regions to colla-
borate fd* cpecific purposes of
common interesis.

4. PROVISION is to be made
for direct eleciiog of regional
colncillors. Provision is to be made
for a delimitaiion commission or
fommissions for carviig out elec-
torates. The quesiion of MP's
representing aistricts falling within
regional aress 1o be eligible 1o
function s chairmzn is to be cop-
sidered. The question of Gowern-
ment Agents being regional cgm-
missioners is to be considered. The
question of supervisory funciions
over larger towns, sirategic icwns
and municipalivies is 1o be locked
into.

5. PARLIAMENT is to delegzte
powers and to specify them ip
the Act. It was agreed that regionzl
councils should have powers over
specified  subjects including agri-
culture, co-operztives, lands
and land developments, colopization,
education, health, industries and
fisheries, housing apnd sociz] ser-
vices, electricily, waler schemes
and roads. Requisite definition of
powers will be made in the Bill

6. IT was agreed that in the
matter of colonisation schemes the
powers of the regional councils
shall include the power to seleet
allotiees to whem lends withip
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their area of authority shall be
alienated and also power to select
personniel to be employed for work
on such schomes. The peotidon
regardirg the area at present ad-
mipistered by the Gal Oyar Board
in this matter requires considerz-
1105

7. THE powers in regard fo the
regionzl council vested in  the
Minister of Local Governmunt in
the drefe bill 1o be revised with a
view to vesting conirol in Parlia-
ment wherever necéssary. i

8. THE Central Government will
provide block granis 1o the regional
councils: The principles on which
the grants will be computed will
be gone into. The regional coun-
cils shall have pewers of taxation
and borrowing.

THE DUDLEY SENANAYAKE
CHELVANAYAKAM AGREE-
MENT
No. 16, Alfred House Gardens,
Colombo.
24th March, [9¢5
My dear Dudley Senanayake,
| have to refer to the discussion
which | and the member; of my
party had with yeu. In view of the
agreement which we have arrived
at, | wish to make it clear that
my party will give you its support
in forming the new Gevernment.
With kind regards.
Yours zincerely,
Sgd. S. J. V. Chelvanayakam

AGREEMENT

Mr. Dudley Senanayake and Mr.
§ 1. V. Chelvanayakam met op
the 24th day of March 1965 and
discussed matiers relating to some
problems over which the Tamil-
spealking people were coacerned,
and Mr. Senanayake agreed that
action on the following lines would
be taken by him to ensure a stable
Government:—

I. Action will be taken early
under the Tamil Language Spe-
cial Provisions Act to make pro-
vision for the Tamil language
to be the lapguage of adminis-
trztion and of record: in the
MNorthern and Eastern Provinces.
Mr. Senanayake also explained
that it was the policy of his Party
that a Tamil-speaking person
should be entitled to trarsact
business in Tamil throughout the
island.

2. Mr. Senanayake stated that jt
was the policy of Lis Party to
amend the L~nguage of the Courts

TRIBUNE, July 16, 1577



Act to provide for legal proceed-
ings in the Northern and Eas-
tern Provinces to be conducted
and tecorded in Tamil.

3. Action will be taken ro asta-
blish ‘District Councils in Cey-
len vested with powers over
subjects to be mutually 2greed

upon between the two lezders. .

{t was agreed however that the
Government should have power
under  the law to give diree-
tions to such Councils in the
nationa] interest.

4. The Land Development Ordi-
nance will be amended to pro-

vide that gitizens of Ceylon be .

entitled to the allotment of
land under the Ordinance. Mr.
Sepantyzke further agreed fhat
in the granting of land under
Colonisation Schemes the follow-
ing priorities be observed in
the Morthern and Esstern
provinges:
%a) Land in the Northern ©nd
astern Provinces should in the
first instance be grapted to land-
less persons in tha District;
(b) Secondly to Tamil-Speaking
persons resident in the Northern
~and Eastern Provinces, AND
{c) Thirdly to other citizens of
Ceylon preference being given
to Tamil citizens resident in the
rest of the Islapd
Sgd:—Dudley Senanayake
24/3/65
Sgd:-S. J. ¥. Chelvanayagam
24/3/65 = .
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SIRIMAVO_OR JAYAWARDENE ?

The Choice Of
The Nation '

—and the Presidant’s discre-
tionasy powers—

by Jemes 7. Rutnam

.Electlon Day is on ZI July,
five Jdays from today. The vote
Is secret. There are many vo-
ters who had already made up
their minds, There are still
others who are swinging from
Tweedledum to Tweedledee. But
most of the candidates have
not abandoned Hope. Some-
thing will happen they say.
Some believe in the sters and
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their horoscopes, however
contrary to stark reality this
may seem.

Yery few among thosa who
had performed their civic duty
that day will have a full night’s
slesp. The zir will be thick
with rumours of wishful antl-
cipation and bussing with radio
es that wiil spell out the
nelad  truth, There will be
Lhurrahs and rabanas scunding
on one side, and on the other
there will be wailing and grash-
ing of teeth, some with asto-
nishment, some with resigna-
tion. That is Election Day.

Jayewardene had very well st-
ruck the right note when he de-
clared at Elpitiya, “All Parile.
should shed differences once the
General Elections &re over and
launch 2 united effort to develop
the country =nd create 3 new
saciety in place of the cld ope.”
This is the wish, | would say, of
every decent man in this country.
| am sure the UNP will remember
this in the hour of defezr, if by
some quirk of fate this should
happen.

Sirimavo Bandarapaike will no
doubt echo every word of Jaya-
wardene’s admoniiion io the peo-
le. But should the fates go against
er, would the SLFP remember
it? | have no deubt it would, under
the leadership of a cool and col-
lected and sagacious leader.

! do not wish to prophesy nor
wishfully hope. But as things look
at present the grim struggle bet-
ween the reinvigorated znd alleged-
ly reformed socialist UNP, and the
former radical group, which is
presently tarnished, though only
to some degree, by the arrogance
and corruption of Power of a few,
the jobbery and pressures of family
bandyism, and the stupidity of little
men and unworthy stooges s
taking a see-saw character.

It is difficult to judge who will
finally emerge at the fateful hour,
the SLFP leader or the UNP leader.
In any event we shall have a newly
appointed Prime Minister on 22
July, It is obvious that this will
be Sirimavo or Jayawardene pro-
vided she or he had been returned
to Parliament.

The President’s so-called discre-
tionary powers in the case of
appointing @ Prime Minister or
declaring a disselution of Parlig-
ment are limited and not absolute.
These are however very impor-
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(fhoasfng the PM

.ant powers which ore generally

axercised cccording to  Parlio-

mentary ccnvention.

. The course of action remains
clear-cut in 2 two-party system
such as the one that obtained in
the past in the United Kingdom,
when there were only Tories and
Whigs or Conservatives and Libe-
rals. With the zdvent of the Labour
Party, the exteat end limit of the
so-called discreticnary power of
the Head of Stare became confused
and complicated in critical situations
where no single party was in a
positicn t© commznd an absohrie
majority.

This problem was faced by the
Parliamenis in the British Domi-
nions too, and we have several
works written on the subject by
jcading lawyers -and experts on
Constitutional  Law. .

! remember very well the un-
fortunate situation that followed
the March 1950 Elections in Sri
Lanka. The Governor General,
Oliver Goonpetilake, called Dudley
Senanayake to form a Government.
His Party, the UNP, had the largest
number of members, although it
could pot command, es such, an
absolyte majority in Parliament.

Christian Bishops'
Memorandum

An his*orical document
has been written ecumenically
by all the Christian leaders
in Sri Lanka: a Memcrandum
to the Prime Minister on the
situyation of the Plantaticn
Workers. The document will
remain ‘historical’ first because
it is an ‘ecumenical’ one: i.e.
written together; and sec-
ondly becapse the Christian
leaders for the first time in the
history cof the Church in this
country step down to take
sides with the forgotten, cor-
nered Plantation Workers and
discover in their welfare and
human development a bridge
towards communal national
unity 2nd brotherhood, in the
best tradition of the Sinhalese
Buddhist majority accustomed
to live in harmony, co-existence
and pro-existence with the other
groups. The few sad incidents
of injustices and crueliies com-
mitted of late by a few are

strongly condemned by the
Christian leaders.
Pia Ciampa, 5J.
12



Elsgtion 1977

On facing the House, Senanayal 2
was defeated. The Prime Ministe -
had the ipherent right to advis.
a dissolution znd ihe Governor
Geperal had the right to accept
or reject such advice. But the
circumstances were unusual. The
first mistake wezs comfitted by
Goonetileke himself in wrongly
estimating ihat Sepapayake was
likely to command _.a majority in
the House.

The obvious course now left
to the Governor-Generzl was to
reject the defeated Prime Minis-
ter's advice and call upon the
leader of the united oppositien 10
form a Government. But unfortu-
nately this leader was an individual
named C. P. de Silva who hailed
from Balapitiya. He was not called.
Thereby hangs a tale.

The _Governor-General  syc-
cumbed to.a gigantic pressure
campaign of the Daily” News which
went to the extent of seeking
legal opinion in England from one
of the most eminent authorities
on Constituticnal Law, Professor
S. A. de Smith, a whiie Seuth
African. He was at®the Lopdon
University at the time. Later he
bacame Downing Professor of the
Laws of Englend acr Cambridge.
He is now dezd. a

The legal points involved were
very interesting. They excited koth
Profesiors and studemts. H. V.
Perera, our most distinguished law-
yer, refused to commit himself
although his npame was bandied
about. Dudley Senanayake had
worked in his chambers as a young
lawyer, nevertheless Perera honou-
rably stayed out. Ivor Jennings
was approached, but he refused
to give an opinion that would sup-
port a dissolution. :

It was left to S. A. de Smith to
walk (in a prefessional capacity)
into the spider’s web. He supporied
a dissolution though equivocally
and this wes splashed out in the
Daily News. de Smith hardly expec-
ted students in farawzy Sri Lanka
to have resd his owpn article op
an identicai problem in the then
latest edition of Halsbury’s Laws
of England where he had expressed
a contradictory view. This was
exposed by the Tribune.

However, Senanayake and the
Governor-General had their own
* way. But de Smith's reputation
was saved because of the obscurity
of the Ceylon Daily News, where
alone his opinion appeared.

13

‘The problem may arise again
now, if no single party were to
obtain an absolute majority. The

President is charged at shore
notice, on the morrow of the
Elections, to appoint as Prime

Minister a “member of the National
State Assembly who, in the Presi-
dent’s opinion, is most likely to com-
mand the confidence of the National
State Af:embly.”” May he.not make
the mistake that Goopetilake
made if such a crisis occurs.

ON JULY 2|

The Ballot

The long awaited gencral elee-
tion is drawing near and a fow
thoughts on the Ballot would be
pertinent. H. W. Percival in his
book ‘Democracy is self govern-
ment’ writes thus “Democracy is
government by the people, in
which the sovere’zn power is held
and exercised by the people ‘hrough
those whom tha people cnoose
from among themselves to have
as their representatives. And those
of the people chosen to govern
are invested solely with the power
given them to. speak for the people
and to govern by the will and power
of the people through their peoples
vote by ballot.”” He goes on to
say- that “The ballot is not merely
2 printed sheet of paper which the
voter makes his mark and which
he drops into a box. The ballot
is a precious symbol.ait is 2 symbol
given by the people 2s a sasved

trust reposed in each member of
the public, the symbol by which
each one of the pzople is pledged
to use the right and power vested
in him by his vote, the might and
the power to preserve, under law
and Justice, equal rights and free-
dom for each and for the integrity

.of all the people 25 one people.”

In Sri Lanka we have some of
the most welcome election laws
and the ban on posters and writ-
ings on the walls etc should gladden
the hearts of our Environmentalists.

In the context of next week's
election the following verse by
Gilbert lJosiah Holland is worth
duotingi—

Ged give us MEN. The time demands

steng  minds great hearws, true

faith and willing hands:

Men whom the lust of cffice does

not kill:

Men whem the spoils of office

cannot buy;

Men who possess opinicns end

a will;

Men who have honour:;

will not lie;

Men who can stand before a

Demagogue

And demn his treachercus flatteries

without winking ;

Tall men, sun-crowned who live

men who

above the fog
‘In public duty end in private
thinking.

Would it not be interesting to
ponder for a while how many of
the erstwhile candidates would live
up to these ideals?

Dr. R. Pararajasegaram

54, Dharmapala Mawatlia,
Colombo 7.

and compassion,

further their cause.

Colombo 3.
July 12, 1977

. ACBC
IS IT SMALL WONDER that a majority of the Tamil and Muslim
communities in this country will vote for a political party, the TULF,
that has as its main election polic
State, when seemingly august bodies like ACBC (All Ceylon Buddhist
Congress), founded in the name of the Buddha, that paragon of tolerznece
passes a Resolution asking for Buddhism to be made
the National Religion and Sinhzla tie Naticnzl Lenguzge in a country
that is multi-racial, multi-lingual and multi-religious?

The cause of Buddhism, or for that any religion, cznnot be furthered
by such resohitions, or slogan shouting or picus visits to places of
worship, before press photographers, on Nomination Day etcetra, Thne
cause of religion can only be fostered by the trye practice of doctrines
passed on to us by religious leaders.
amongst the people, especially the so-called leaders, 2nd the h pocritical
that has led to the youth all over the
world to rebel against religions 2nd religious bodies thae pretend to

recourse to resolutions and slogens,

the formation of a separzte Temil

It is the absence of such practices

Eroken-hearted
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TAMIL NADU

Problems For MGR

— DMK Still A Force —
New Delhi, fuly 3,

The inordinzte delay in the forma-
tion of the government by All
India Anpna DMK leader, M. G.
Ramachindran hes raised doubls
about the AIADMK's ability to
give a sound aumini.tration to
Tamilnadu. Though the government
has now been swern in, doubts
persist and they haye a basis in the
alignment of political forces in the
state.

An anpalysis of the votes  cast
in fevour of the various political
parties sheds light on the shape
of things to come.

The AIADMK has won |30 seats
and polled 30.6 per cent votes.
The DMK got only 38 seats but
secured 24.04 per cent of the
votes czst. Because of the Cong-
O's decision to convert itself into
the Japata party with a new flz:g
and a new election symbol most
of the Cong-O workers and fol-
lowers switched over their loyaltly
to the Congress. The resule was
that the Janaiz got only ten seats
and polled 16.4 per cent votes while
the Congress bagged 27 seats and
polled 17 per cent vores. The CPI
which came out of the AIADMK
Congress CPl alliance in force
during the LoK Sabha election
because of AIACMK's refusal to
allot a fair share of seats to the
Congress won five seats and pol-
led 2.9 per cent votes. The trade
union bzsed CPM which is a negli-
gible factor in the siate politics,
jumped on the MGR bazndwagen
the moment the Lok Sabha elec-
tion alliance broke down 2nd won
12 seats and polled 2.79 fBr cent
votes. It is evident that neither

the scats won ner the votes polled

by the CPM reflect its actual'streq-
gth. On the contrary, the seats

won and the votes polled by the
CPl in the face of the DMK and
AIADMK oppnsition reflect the

strength of its mass base.

IN A WAY the break-up of the
Lok Sabha alliance was good for
state politics as it has brought
into focus the relative strength
and appeal of the main political
parties. Even so, it is interesting to
visualise the picture that might
have emerged had the Lok Sabha
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alliances been in operation during
the Assembly election also.

Had the two major alliances
namely the AIADMK-CPI-Ceng-
gress front and DMK Cong-O-
CPM front, been maintained the
former would have polled nearly
51 per cent of the votes and the

* latter zround 43 per cent votes.

In the neck and neck fight the
AIADMK-CPI-Congress front
would have a comfortable majority
capable of giving a stable govern-
ment. That this did not happen
has left the AIADMK in a vulner-
able position.

Another fact that has to be noted
is that the two DMK's together
pelled 54.6 per cent votcs while
th. four all India political parties—
the Japata, Congress, CPl and the
CPM—polled only 39 per cent

votes. In other words, in czse the

AIADMK fails to deliver the goods
and a fresh alignment of forces
takes place, it is the BMK that will
be the greatest gainer. The Con-
gress along with: its alliecs stands
a good chance to emerge as the
secopd largest party, provided the
party 15 freed from self-seeking
faction bosses and a sense of com-
mitment is infused zmong the
existing and potential cadre.

AN OVERVIEW of the sitpation
is all the mo"e necessary because
of the built=in erisis potential in
the politicel configuration.

The pattern of voting is reveal-
ing in yet another sense. There
was nothing like a MGR wave in
the elction, since a mere 30.6 per
cent votes do not constiluie a
wave. Secondly, the DMK won
most of the urben seats. For exam-
ple, 13 of the |4 Assembly seats
in Madias city went to the DMK.
The 14th seat was lost by a parrow
margin of 960 and odd votes. Other
urban centres showed more or less
the same trend.

A good part of MGR's electorate
constitutes women voters. In at
least 38 of the 130 constituencies
where AIADMK won, the number
of women voters was higher thzn
men. Wherever women turned up
in large numbers MGR's candidates
wor.

Political observers might be in-
trigued by this phenomenen but
not DMK chief Karunanidhi. MGR,
a matinee, idol is known to the
women folk as a virtuous hero,
who fights against evil, kicks drun-
kards, defends women's honour
and lcves the poor. Apart from
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in India

“is oration MGR's celluloid image
as always been a strong peint of
‘he DMK till the party split in 1972.

\The late Annadurai used it to
tremendous advantage. So  did
Karunonidhi before he fell out

with MGR. The MK lsaders natu-
rally feel that the hard realities
ef political znd administrative life
will not be able to sustazin the

celluloid im:ire of ike AIADMK
leader.

Already jokering for ministerial
jobs has divided the AIADMK

legislature party. Lezet week, three
AIADMK legislatures in Pondicherry
were ‘'safily missing’”’. Another 20
MLAs of AIADMK were missing
in Tamilpadu. One local newspaper
chain owner looked after ten AlA-
DMK legiclators and one of his
in-laws took the rest inte his “safe
custody’. Boith were pressing the
Chief Minister elect for their share
in the Council of Ministers. There
are mgny other cleimznis to minis-
terial iots which is proving a cons-
tant scurce of irrigaticn to the
Chief Mirister elect.

On the eve of theelection, three
important LMK leaders, Nedun-
chezhizn, K. Rajaram znd Madha-
van, left the DMK to form the
Makkal DMK, They did niot contert
as the AIADMK declined to reach
adjustment of seats with them.
Their claim to ministerial jobs
is now being nressed by S.P. Adityen,
owner of Dina Thanthi chain.
Adityzn is a supporter of MGR.
Many pecple feel MGR needs to be
saved from his firends 2ndsuppor-
ters.

M. G. Ramachardran's CPM allies
cannot be counted on in any emer-
gency. The danger is that the CPM
may exact its price before it comes
to MGR’s 2id. The only people
who may come tc MGR's rescue
are the Congress and CPi legisla-
tors. MGR’s thoughtless rejection
of electoral alliznce notwitlistznding.

Apart from a lack of parliamen-
tary and administrative experience
MGR is handicapped by his ele-
mental idezlism. As if toe compen-
sate for it, he has decided to ap-
point K. Manoharan as the floor
leader. This may 2ppear zound on
the surface. But in practice Mano-
haran may prove to be a liability
rather than zn asset. That is how
at least some knowledgeable peo-
ple feel.

So far as MGR is copcerped,
he is said to have never becn to
muich concerned with power as
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Sugar

with demonstrating to Karunanidhi
where the DMK's real source ¢
strength lay. This he has con
vincingly achieved. And no one
knows che implications of MGR's
attityde towards power  then
Karunanidhi. In Tamilnadu pelitical
parlours Karunanichi is considered
the shrewdest politicizne next to
the late Kemaraj.

The lJanata Party is a stillborn.
It does not seem to have any future
in Tamilpadu. P. Ramachandran,
Union Minister for Energy, hes
lost heavily in his home state. Old
Cong- O cadre consider him a
batrayer of Kamaraj's heritage. Most
of them have gone over to the Con-
gress, Those who cznnot reconcile
with the Stite Congress leaders
for personal or faciional reasons
are thinking of reviving the Cong O.
This may fur.her weaken whatever
exists of Lhe lapata Parly in the
state. Health Minister Rzj Marain's
antics coupled with the pressure
on ccntral secretaries fo tranpsact
business in Hindi has revived the
misgiving of the non-Hindi speak-
ing pecple about the imposition
of Hindi on unwilling sections of
the population. 2

No one expects P. Ramachandran
to stand up to the bullying tactics
of Raj Narain and his kigd. He has
in fact, been writin off by the
people as a defender of the state's
interests. There is a similar feeling
about M. G. Ramachandren. It
is widely felt that he is too soft
to stznd up te the ceptre's pres-
sure. On the contrary, MGR is
expected to fall in line with the
centre for a variely of reascps. In
other words, the DMK alone
will be zble to re-emerge as the
defender of the siate’s interests

Thoze who want te draw Tamil-
padu into the national mainstream
look towards the Congress. Un-
fortunately, the state Congress
leadership is tco weak and divided
to take advantage of the present
sityztion. The pradesh Congress
chief is tco gente 10 put the self-
seeking factionalists in their place.
His personal commitment to Indira
Gandhi end the New Delhi caucus
is apother inhibiting facter for
thoe who want a clear break from
the past, Still, Mocppanar hes wide
acceptability, if not for his leader-
ship quality, but at least as a per-
son who can keep the party going.

There is a question mark
about MGR’'s capacity to ma-
nage the malcontents in AlA-
DMK. If he succeeds in keeping
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the *party intact and acquires
administrative skill, he may ke
able to give a stable adminis-
tration. But this is a big if. Al-
miost all the political parties
are working out their strategy
on the apprehension that MGR
would rot be able to manage
the show.

in the not unlikely event
of defections from the AIlA-
DMK, the state may be faced
with political turmoil. In such
a situation the party that stands
to gain the most is the DMK.

Ganesh Shukla
= —New Wave

& @
A«TRAGIC STORY-

Sugar

—past regrets, fuluie hopes—
by R, Kahawita =

Almost after ten years 'sugar”
ss ap 2gricultural product in Sri
Lanka has kit the headline and zs
an Importint @npcunccment op
S.L.B.C. A French organisation is
to co-operate -with the Covern-
ment to estzblish a sugar complex
on the left benk of Uda Walawe
irrigation prejéct.

The sugar cemplex has been
re-named ‘'Szmepzlakenda  Sigar
project’’—mezy bte as usuzl, for
the ruling peliticzl party to cleim
the "think Bex". Whatever ‘‘names
are called”, it is the same sugar
complex stzrted by ihe previous
Government in 1967 end since hen
abandored till it hit®the headiines
under a different nzme.

Simultzricously the S.L.BC. zn-
nounced cn the 18th, 9,15 news
broadcast thet Erglend has givena
gift of 250,0C0 Sterling pounds to
develop the Suygar Complex under
Gal Oya. This project was started
in 1954 and then abzndoned in 1956
after the M.E.P. came into power.
It languished in astate cof neglect end
riddled with indisciplire ill 1965
when it was taken up for develop-
ment by the previcus Govern-
ment. Once again it was relegzted
to the back of beyond in 1970 when
the U.F. came to power.

To detract from 'the main

project, growing of sugar cane

became pet schemes of Poli-
tical authorities and today
we have small plots of cane
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dispersed over
and a few jeggery making
units. The subsidies were
good and attractive but was
never akble to hit the news
a5 a successful story. It may
be the powers to be are of
the impression that the peo-
ple have forgotten that there
were three sugar projects
started by the UNP so they
have been revived to hit the
news and because the country
is paying through her nose
in foreign exchange to main-
tain the 3/4 Ib. per month
per consumer.

the country

Ever since the cultivation of
sugar cape, @sa commerical crop,
was started in Sri Lankait has had
set-backs due to political meddling
on the one hand and rivalry to
earn commission on the other hand.
THE YOUNGEST SUGAR PRO-
JECT is the sugar Complex on the
left bank of Uda Walawe. After
the main scheme was completed,
the development plans provided
for the cultivation of 16,000 Acs.
of sugar, complete with a modern
factory and distillery- to process
molesses. By 1970 when the UF
Cealition came into power the
R.V.D.B. had spent six million
rupecs in developing 2,000 Acs.
of land, estzblishing 600 Acs. of
nurseries and testing plots, experi-
mental laborziory, offices and build-
ings for steff ord ctores, irrigation
chennels and roads, en open pan
sugar beiler spnd a 60ton Khangde-
sari Sugar mill. All these have gone
down the drain sijce the UF Coali-
tion came to power. And now,
| suppose the projectis revived
though may have to start from
scratch, but the slogan will be—
“We did it

! said there was commissiop
rivalry earlier. This was one reason
why “‘the Didley régime” could
not puth a2head fast epough to
complete the project during his term
of office. Then also, there were
tv'o factors in the run to develop
and operate the suga’' complex—
a French organisztion and ap
Americin group. Why the project
got bogged down is 2 sordid tale
to relate. Let us forget what has
gone by and reiterate the project
zs planned then. This is more im-
portant to compare notes with the
project then znd the one under
negotiation now then relite our
anti-national  activities to des-
troy our own prosperity.
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The 1967 propos alswere:

(2) To set up a sugar Refinery
located in the North of Colombto

close to Kolonnawa Railway 1o
refine  imported raw  sugar.
The refinery was to have a

capacity of 220,000 tons—the Island’s
toial annuel requirements of sugar.
The saving in Foreign Exchange

in 1967 was around 3,000,000 Ster- .

ling poeunds and today it may be
12,000,000 Sterling pounds. Raw
sugar is aiways aveilable cutside
the contract or agrecment prices
and raw sugar is always cheaper
than refined sugar rom |5 Sterling
pounds to 50 Sterling pounds a
ton. The refined sugar is to be
packed automatically in “consumes
units’' so as to prevent wastage,
contamipation and adulterztion In
transport as it happens today dlite
often deliberately at retailing and
storage peints. This wes a two
year programme.

(b) In the meantime, 16,000 Acs.
of cane were to be developed on
the left bank of Uda Walawe with
a crushing target of 12,000 Acs.
annually ro produce 50,000 tops of
raw sugar at the factory, This was
a six ygar programme and if the
project was pushed through we
would be having 16,000 Acs. of
cape instead of 16,000 Acs. abap-
dosied land complete with all the
facilities for irrigetion. The lrri-
gation chenpels were completed
by the new disbanded “Lend Army"!

(c) Together with the develop-
ment of Uda Walawe sugar, the
two sugar complaxes at Kantglai
and Gal Oya were fo be revita-
lized, which were allowed to de-
teriorate sirce 1956.

This was a five year pro-
gramme to open up about
30000 Acs. at the two points
_ and bring the cane supply
to the capacities of the two
mills already set up. At .these

two points the terget figures -

of sugar production were
90,000 © tons of
sugar. Il the plans were pushed
through irrespective of Poli-
tical changes Sri Lanka would
hava had almost 140,000 tons
of locally produced sugar by
the end of 1974. This amounts
to zlmost 3/4 ths of our annual
. requirements lesving a quar-
ter to be imported as raw
sugar to take advantage of
fluctuation in world sugar

prices.
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plantation,

-
NOT LONG AGO the sugar grice
in the interpational markets sky-
rocketted to levels never before ex-
perienced in the sugar trade. If
the three schemes were allowed
to push through as planned, by now
the country would have recovered

the entire capital investment, znd’

also have had a link in the export
market. To estimate what the
country has lost during these nine
years will be an interestirg exer-
cise to a pateient reader.

Our planning and political vindic-
tivenezs is such that ofter almost
25 years of sugar cane growing we
are still at the beginning. The United
Front Government, as admitted by
our Prime Minister, was o foint venture
to destroy the United Naticnal Party at
any cost. In that operation the country
has lost millions and millions ef
ruppees in ore project alone.
As a school boy would say—''What
is the use of crying over split milk’",
let us move forward to implement
the projects whatever the election
results would be on the 21st of fuly.

Let me put back into the picture
the sugar project as plenned in
1968: (-, 200,000 ton sugar Refi-
nery ‘n Colombo. (b) revitalize
the Kaptalai and Gal Oya sugar
complexes (c) Develepment of the
sugar plantations -~ and factory
under Uda Walawe left bank and
(d) the three factories at Kantalai,
Gal Oya znd Uda Walawe to pro-
duce raw sugar to be refined in
Colombo. The copies of detailed
studies of this comprehensive pro-
ject, Financial feasibility reports,
Terms and conditions under
which the Foreign collzborators
were going to work, end the forms
of agreement with them, should
be available with the Central Bank
in the Wing where Mr. Michael
Senevirztne wes working, in the
Planning Secretariat where
Dr. Gamini Corez was working,
and in the offices of the RVDB 2lso
with the Sri Lanka Sugar Cecrpora-
tion which threw the first spanner
into the machinery.

WITH UNEMPLOYMENT FIGURES
soaring in all fields, the sugar com-
plexes as outlined above will pro-
vide employment in a variety of
fields, from cane farmers to
highly ~skilled technicizns, spe-
cialists and experts in a number of
techpical disciplines. This is a
new agricultural venture into which
we could recruit educated and
enlightened youths to  take
cane farming and develop for
themselves a higher standard of
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Sugar

living and secure a steady income.
¥ /e expect to deal with the em-
floyment potential in another
irticle,

Earlier we said that to detract
from the main sugar complexes,
sporadic sugar plantations on a
peasant scazle were started by the
UF Government. These need not
be abandoned. These cane fields
should be rationalised to give the
grower an adequate income to sur-
vive 9 to 12 months of the growing
period and expznd each “pocket”
to 300 to 500 Acs. so that the
cane c2n be processed to produce
raw suar in a Khandasari Sugar
mill, the raw sugar to be refined
at the central refinery. These mills
are not expensive and are suitable
for this kind of plantations. It will
also be necessary to develop varie-
ties of cane that can stand droughts
and yet give high yields with-
out irrigation. Manufacture of
juggery is a waste of e¢ffort and a
waste of subsidies given for planting
cane. A new outlook has to be
given to this kind of peasant sugar
farming. b il

With interpationa] orgapisations
committed to give aid to develop-
ing countries, there should pot
be any difficult to find the meney
to finance the project. India can
supply all the cne crushing
machinery, England refinery machi-
nery America Agricultural expertise,
France sugar fechnology, ltaly and
Switzerland sophisticated packing
machinery. These should come as
project aid and it is 1p to us to see
that we adhere to the programme
and benefit by the aid given.

Sugar still has a world market,
a market that should expand yearly
and cane is a tropical crop. It is
up to us to venture into this field
now.

e 5 a P

The next issue of TRIBUNE,
dated July 23, will be released
a few days late and will carry
a preliminary analysis of the
election re:ults.




About Persions

PENSIONS FOR MPs

Why The Injustice

To Public Servants!

There are many Public Servantss
who, well after 25eyears service
have retired, and are still languish-
ing for their pensions. Some of
these have to wait well over
an year to realise this. In addi-
tion to these, there are widows
whose husbands have died in
service, and, as can well be imagined,
are in dire need of their hyusbands
pensions (though it be only one
years pay). While these unforty-
nates are languishing in their
misery on the sides, overlooked and
bypassed,” we read in our mass-
media of the "Government’s boastful
articles that the M.P’s Pensions
have been finalised and that their
pay cheques have already been
issued.

Oh! good! but what, about those
others who are living in dire
need and who have actually earned
their dues? Is there none to give
them a thought? Why this unholy
hurry to atrend %o urgently to dues
of the MP's (the bill was only ap-
proved very recently) who are
supposed to have cofne forward
to serve the masses at great tri-
bulation and sacrifice to themsel-
ves! As almost everyone is aware
the MP’s Pension Bill was passed af-
most unanimously. | wonder what
the quantum of payment of MP’s
under this scheme 1s? As | under-
stand the MP’s qualify even with
2 minimum of five years, whereas,
the minimum for a Public Servant
is 10 years, and that too, only if
he is medically condemned.

| believe that it would only be
fair enough if the same condition
as applicable to Public Servants
be made applicable to MP's too.
It is indeed enlightening for the
Public to realise how our Parlia-
Mentarians are capable of serving
themselves to the best of every-
thing, while at the same time
decrying the tendencies of their
lesser blessed countrymen in seek
ing for a much needed relief. How
they howl and lament in the august
assembly and public platforms
whenever the hard pressed public
servant  requests for a pay rise
Commensurate with an ever soar-
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ing living index, claiming that,
while, accepting the facts that
times are difficult for everyone,
the finances of the country could
ill afford such inconsiderate de-
mands of a minute section of the
public when the Major portion too
suffer the same disabilities. Their
excuse being their ipability 1o
meet these demands on an ailing
economy.

This same reasoning does pot
appear to apply when they mapo-
uvere to allocate to themselves
a choice piece of the same hard
to afford cake. This too in addition
to the numerous benefits they
enjoy by virtue of their being our
elected representacives. We are
only too well aware that they do
not have to suffer the zgonics
of standing in queues, whether
it be the co-operative, the buys,
the textile, the dryfish, the Lakspray
or the hard to get synthetics.
We wonder whether they ever
suffer from shortages like the rest
of us mortals do: It shou'd have
been more. sensible and better
appreciated  had they in, turn
put forward their demands in a
referendum, to the people, who,
after all is said and done, we will
have to foot all these bills. How
much more decent and exemplary
it would have been had they sought
the blessings of the people; who,
in jaccordance with their copstity-
tion (foisted on us) are supposed
to be supreme apnd frem whom
they are supposed to derive their
authority, before enacting a self
serving, unilateral piece of legic-
lation. This would kave afforded
the people the chance of proving
the sovercignity of the people
in practice (and not only in print)
of either rewarding them for the
services rendered to the nation
or refusing it if they have let them
down. | do not think we would
have to wonder overmuch what a
referendum would have brought
about.

‘We are only too well aware
how often our representatives
declare themselves as being pre-
pared to undergo abject sufferings
in the cause of serving the nation,
but the moment they are elected
they conveniently forget all the
promises made during the election
campaign. We read now that the
Pensions of all entitled MP’s have
been finalised and all applications
met with expeditiously. Hossana!
To those who have much—more
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shall be given and, from those
who have but little even that little
100 shall be denied-such is the
foresight and generosity of our
leaders. Verily! What :@n unholy
hurry hzs been evinced by the
powers that be to meei this so

. urgently. | believe the public is

only toco well awzre s to how
meny of cur MP’s both past apd
present are on the verge cf star-
vation. Dio! Mio! hew these so
czlled saviours of the nztion have
bended themseives togetker op
this price eccasion to serve them-
selves with a self serving piece
of legislaticn, when 2lmost on all
other occasiops they are vehemently
divided even if they be mezsures
that would bring about benefit
fo the nation 2nd the covntry.
Wtit an exemple of one seciions
grced inspite of the fact that mzny
others syffer thrcigh dire need.
Are these the specimens of those
whom we are suppesed to look
up to! Then mzy God help us—
But such is politics (or skou.d it be
nemed politricks which appears to
be more apt.)

It is not really surprising that
nearly 90% of our representatives
yoted in faveur of this piece of
legislzetion. This in zdditicn 1o the
numerous other bencfiis end pri-
viledges enjoyed by thkem, to mep-
tion a few FREE Railway Warrants,
FREE postal facilities, FREE Tele-

phone facilities SUBSIDISED
Accommodatiop, food, and
drin% at the SRAVAST! (The
Foor mezns heme). FRICRITY 2nd

aveilzbility of cers 2t SUBSIDISED
rates (since it m:y be ‘copsidered
INFRADIG for such AUGUST per-
secrs to rub shculders with us
{mere mortzals )in publictrenspert),
Diplomatic IMMUNITY which ip-
sulate their persons, bag and bag-
gage from the prying ‘eyes of the
customs, whenever they travel ab-
road whether it be on official or
private business. No wonder there
1s such an unholy scramble for
nominations, but, truly the onpes
who ultimately gets scrambled are
the voters who voted them in.
Mzy God have mervy on the un-
discerning voter. It' is therefore
inperative thzg the voter give
serious znd deliberzte thought to
this weighty questien 2nd only
vote for the most deserving candi-
date in the field irrespective of their
party affiliations. It should be up
to the hierarchy of the Party to
nominate the most elilgible ‘and
sincere applicant and not anyone
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on personal loyalties, who is in-
capable of honouring the trust
placed on him.

If remember correctly there were,
however, afew MPs who were not
only against the bill but who voted
against it quite openly thereby

proving the sincerity of their con-

victions. May God and man bless
them for their honesty of purpose.
It behoves us therefore to unfail-
ingly remember such individuals,
by rewarding them with a return
to the NSA at tne next elections.
Such personages could very well
prove to be the sincere and honest
statesmen whom  the nations i
searching for at this moment of
uncertainity and crisis. At least
they have proved that theysare
capable of honouring the tryst
placed in them. Let us be guided
by the proof of their actions and
not the vociferous promises held
out like carrots and every elec-
tions. The voter has had a surfeit
of these never kept promises in
the past and shounld be guided by
their bitter experiences. This occa-
sion could very well by the last
chance the public gets to use their
votes inspite of the fact that all
parties stand for varying degrees
of DEMOCRACY and SOCIALISM.
Hence let us vote judicicusly after
adequate thought and deliberate
determipation. In this we could
very well learn a lesson from the
recent Indian Elections—a lesson
we could well emulate.

Too many of us fiave had to suffer,
at the hands_of a political elite,
who has sghaped decisions but
never had to account for their
mistakes, nor, suffer from injustice.
When unemployment prevails they
never had to suffer the travails
of standing in line looking for jobs
which (in our country) more often
than not go to the politicallZ patro-
nised. When deprivation ® results
from a confused, bewildering and
oftenclopsided welfare system, they
never do without food, clothing,
or a place to sleep. When the
Public Schools are inferior and torn
by strife and strikes (often caused
by our all knowing and all perfect
administrators), their children are
sent to exclusive private schools—
often abroad. Whepn the bureau-
cracy is bloated with power and
often confused, the powerful al-
ways manage to discover and occupy
nitches of special influence and pri-
viledge. A lopsided incom tax st-
ructure well serves their needs.
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Therefore let us be vary in the
men we vote for. GOD SAVE US

FROM OUR HALLOWED
SAVIOURS!

Candida
Katiuwa,
Negombo.
27th June 1977

®
SAFARI
June 9 - 16

by Alkardi Mugana

June 9,

This week, from Monday to the
Friday, | am without a wristlet
watch, while the part of it that
attaches the watch to the strap is
being repaired. My pocket watch
is the only time-piece on the estate,
and without it nobody would know
when to summon people to work,
when to start them off, and when
to knorl. off, let alone when to
start *he morning’s and the after
noon's milking. | have a small alarm
clock which | use when | really
need an alarm, but; if | remember
correctly, the time is too erratic
to rely on it for a whole twenty-
four hours. | wonder how | can
relate this to what affects me most
today, a point brought home, |
think, that empires come and em-
pires go, meaning that institutions
actually break up; that one man
sends another away, only perhaps
to be sent away himself in turn,
or to send himself away. The poin-
ter perhaps, a little more heart
than head. .

June 10,

There was a message to say that
there was no money for these
people now, apart from my allow-
ance and a little | earn, | had not a
cent, and so, without hesitation |
resorted to him who has asked
us never to worry about these
matters, because he has assured
us that heis the universal provider
and that when things seem bad, we
have only to have faith. So | went
out about my business after dinner,
and when | came back, a questicn

‘cor two settled the matter. This
is far better than to have to go
and look for the money, which
mezns a buyer or two, at the other
end. lt is more than a questiop
of just that Money or No, these
pecple have to live. They must
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h ve their food., So we do not ask
fcr money; we are taught to ask
fcr today’s bread, for us. yes. Need
riore he said?

June 1,

A man, who was fairly well dres-
sed, came fo me on the road. We
had just passed each other and the
way he turned round to engage
me in conversation, | knew he
was out for a di~e. He had no sooner
opened, his mouth then | came
straight to the point. | was right.
| gave him the smallest coin we
have in this country, enough to
get him to the Fort and the Pettah,
and | walked on. Then | thought |
had better find out more about the
man, and | stopped. He came up
to me. | told him he was not the
first respectable looking man |
had met, who made a point of
touching everyone, acquaintances,
for money when he met them on
a public “highway. That man had
always had a good story with him
and it was only his wheedling voice,
so characteristic of the brood, that
gave him away. Anyway | could
not afford to take a risk about
his bondfides and | gave him a
coin which enabled what | had given
him first.

June 12,

A crowded canvas everyday makes
it hard for me to write a few line
on just a detail or two, on event
or a thought, to single out one as
more important than another. In
writing what | do, | am moved
more by the spirit than by my
head. My head does seem to be
hurting these days. | was advised
to get a lumbar puncture to see
if | had anything toxic in the brain.
| grudge the time in hospital, the
time | shall have to spend there
for just this. A man wants to leave
his job and join me. A friend tries
to tell me in half an hour something
about accountancy that it takes a
man a month to learn. | am heart-
broken about some cattle that |
shall probably not see again, and
| am sorry for a number of rea-
sons that | shall not go into here.
There are a number of matters
that have to be regularized, and to
do the right thing is like taking 2
plung into water off a diving board.

June 13,

Well, | nearly become the owner
today of more money than | have
been the owner of for years. At
the last meoment my dopor found
that she had forgotten her cheque
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book, legally at my special instanci ,
even though the idza was no:
mine, she will continue to be
part owner. With a friend | dis-
cussed trying to relieve the pres-
sure on people who try to make
their land support a unit of labour
per acre. The financifl burden
i1s now being well nigh insupport-
able as regards this, not to men-
tion the time factor in maintain-
ing such a large number on the
check roll and EPF, and the actyal
burdens of secretarial work in-
volved; a unit of work unders-
tood as one working man and his
dependants. We also discussed
compensatory factors such as the
creation of a new society based
on private owenrship, 2 corporate
society, hierarchical, which will
make check rolls and E.P.F. quite
unnecessary.

June 14, °

Lying in reading, and up for a
late breakfast; thep a lift into the
Fort, a lettter delivered, money
deposiled, a document collected
and three visits to friends only one
of whom was in. A service of thanks-
giving, an investigatich which pro-
ved abortive and, on second thought
a visit which had unexpected re-
sults. Such was my mornipg. | spent
the rest of the.day in, and friends
of the house arrived. A little girl
of seven danced superbly, im-
promptly to a gramaphone record,
the stage version of the Sound
of Music, and she sang. She danced
and sang by tunes, she knew ever
word of each tune. | do not thin
her dancing could have been bet-
tered anywhere. She was watched
by the grandfather, her father,
her mother, and an uncle. Which
reminds me that the finest show
| have seen in my life was South
Pacific, as it was done by St. Bri-
dget's Convent.

June 1.5,

A letter o say that two bullocks:
which were earmarked for the
cart long ago, had fallen down. The
veterinary surgeon had been called
and he had recommended innoculat-
ing the herd and advised giving
each animal concentrates and a mine-
ral mixture. We have had two
droughts in succession, the second
caused by the failure of the South-
West mopsoon. The first was the
. usual dry spell we get after January.
It was only the April rains that did
not fail. The second spell of dry
weather must be hitting the cattlg
badly, especially as their grazing
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ground has been much reduced
by interplanting, and their fodder
grass by subsidising crops. For the
first time | am writing this before
dinner as | have a long journey
before me tonight and much walk-
ing at the other end.

June 16,

This | write by daylight. The
wind blows strongly in gusts. lam
writing under a large rock and on a
cement floor. The people | came
to visit were out when | arrived
about 4.30 a.m. There is no place
where 1 can buy breakfast for miles
around, but | had to take a chance
somewhere and a family which had
some hoppers left over, offered
me that and plantains without
my asking and then took no pay-
ment. | went on to another esta-
blishment, and just as | was aboyt
to settle down, the man | had come
to see came along looking for me,
as he had heard | had arrived. Ins-
pite of the cement floor, this is
almost like living in a2 cave, on an
elevation with o good view all
round in front of us; and, in fact,
it is a cave, the sort that Viéddahs
used, the kind that provides you
with at least protection from rainp.
There is & small community here,
and the newest member of it
joined teday. He is already quite
at home. The oldest member of
this small community is sweeping
outside, as | write this.

June [7,

Staying here a day has made
me very introspective, wondering
if 1 should be here at all, because
there are calls on jme elsewhere;
and this has led me to go over my
life, recalling incidents long for-
gotten, and trying to analyse them.
| have also gone over my many
mistakes and failures, and | now
tried to recognize the man | am.
All this does not lend itself to much
happiness; and then | remembered
that joy is the face we are asked
to show, for we are told to let
nothing get us down. | am writing
this in the cool of the evening,
with not much time to go to dine
and | am woendering whether |
should stay on tonight, which was
my original intention, or depart
and return to the place where
| would be if | was not here. All
this has nothing to do with the
people here. They are the inno-
cent victims of my melancholy.
At the care of it all is my anxiety
about the cattle, and | cannot help
feel that the clye to this is correct
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man management, but all this is
not going to help if | find 2 couple
of animals dead when | get back,
animals | might still have found
alive if | had gone to the estate
instead of coming here. Then,
ordering injections, when | had
not been told what injections it

. was the veterinary wanted (o give

in retrospect sounds foolhardy.
June 18,
Well, | have still not reached

the estate, and chiefly because of 2
birth day. Then there was a guest,
and there is an Arabic or Chinese
saying that no visitor is an inter-
ruption or an intrusion. So | have
missed the last bus, and | have
my rights on the one afrer mid-
night. Shriven | was today. It lifted
a whole load off my mind, and that
is the oply reason | mention it—
I cannot imagine how anybody
can have peace of mind who is
unable to make use of this exer-
cise and yet most of the people
in the world are out of reach of it,
and certainly in Ceylon, manage
to be cheerful and show it. Per-
haps it means that a little sorrow-
ing is not amiss. Christ put mourn-
fulness among the beatitudes. Paul
tells us to let nothing make us
anxious. Christ said he came to
bring a word and yet one of the
commandments is, do not kill.
He said, unlesss you hate your
father and mother, you cannot
be my disciple, Yet, the fourth
commandment.

June 19,

Here am | at last. Lay in this
morning. Half the niorning was
not through when there were
the usnal people to see me. Some
times, having gone away and then
come back to offer a higher price
for the cattle. It is a game to see
if | will call them "back, rather,
to offer a lower price, or accept
their terms. | had a shot in the
arm when, in our course of count-
ing the cattle in the river, | learnt
that an animal | had been given
to understand was dead, or | had
Fl’fes“me‘:' was dead, was still alive.
his bullock had outlived the other
that had fallen with after him,
and which had been a good deal
fatter which was why | had written
him off. There were holes in his
feet and side, holes caused by crows
and maggots, but he was chewing
the cud while lying flat on the
ground and was apparently quite
ha;:ry. A little later a cattlemay
lied when he said he had beep
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given and refused water, for | found
the water could not have been
proffered and had prompily drawn
a quarter of 2 bucket of it. We
had to move him first so that he
could get at the water, or rather
move obstructions so that he could
do so.

AN ELECTION SERMON

The Squirrel Cage

By Kumar .

We have a lovely squirrel cage
in our garden. It is a beautiul
house with a tree stump in the
middle which the squirrel loves.
It is swinging up and down, right
and left, all day and never seems
to tire. It has food and water trays
and a nice little room to retire
into. It is happy and no doubt feels
it is achieving something.

Democracy, as practised in what
is called Third World Countries
reminds me of my squirrel cage.
The Western News media, the most
powerful weapon for indoctrination,
tirelessly extols the virtues of
“‘democratic’’ governments. Toe
qualify for a ‘democratic govern-
ment there must be more than
one political party, there must be
" periodic general eleciions for an
Assembly and the party that wins
the majority of seats (not neces-
sarily the majority of votes) forms
the government for a few years.
The other pafiy or pariies go into
opposition and it is their function
to obstuct the government in every
possible way. Every party that
wins a general election does so
by highligting the misizkes of the
previous government which has
caused the hardships the people
are groaning -under and promises
to put, everything right. Extra-
vagant promises are made which .
they are unable to keep. The dis-
appointed voters get fed up. Their
only option is to await the next
general election and throw this go-
vernment out and instal the oppo-
sition, whose past failures seem
small compared to their presents
pedicament. The whole process
is repeated over and over again.
This is hailed as a triumph of de-
mocracy. We have thrown out
the UNP and put in the SLFP and
vice versa for almost a generation.
We are about to do .t again and
the capitalist news media, both
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foreign and local, single us out
as the opnly ‘democratic’ country
in the Third World to do it so
regularly.

Unfortunately, the living con-
ditions of the mass of the people
in Sri Lanka are getting steadily

-worse. The cost of living is on an

ever ascending spiral and inflation
is reducing®the purchasing power
of the rupee and wages salaries
and pensions are reduced to half
or less of their original value.
There is widespread unemployment
and for every one who gets a job
there are ten disappointed.

It is only in socialist countries
there is neither inflation nor un-
employment. That is why all ‘de-
mocragic’ countries in the Third
World claim to be socialist. In
Sri Lanka both the UNP and the
SLFP proclaim they are socialist.
But we have been trained by the
British and love ‘democracy’. So
we compromise and call ourselves,
‘Social Democrats’ which neces-
sitates th. two party system and
all the headaches it entails.

Of all our colonial masters the
British were the cleverest. It will
be noticed that in all the fomer
British colenies ‘democratic’ gov-
ernments 2re functioning and British
interests there are as strong as
ever, if not stronger. The outstand-
ing exception is Rhodesia, where
an arregant white minority defied
the Briish plans for the wusual
‘democratic’ government and sei-
zed power. A strange paralysis
seized the Britich, who ruthlessl
suppriessed any attempt at rebel-
lion in their cclonies by coloured
people. Forover a decade the un~
lawful Smith government pros-
pered with the overt and covert
support of South Africa, the USA
and others. But what happened
in neighbouring Angola end Mosam-
bique has alarmed the British and
their chief supporter, the USA,
‘The Portuguese were not as smart
as the British. They did not believe
in this ‘democratic’ ponsense and
ruthlessly suppressed any notions
of independence. Nzked repression
begets resistance and national liber-
ation struggles have been going
on over a decade in the Portuguese
colonies in Africa, with the help
of the socialist countries. Unfortu-
nately for the capitalists, Left-
leaning soldiers seized power in
Portugal and freed their colonies.
The national liberation parties took
over power and installed govern-
ments. The rich capitalist countries,
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 Parliamentary Demoeracy

le/l by the USA, who have invested
heavily in Africa to exploit the
vist mineral wealth there, are
alarmed and all the activity now
in Southern Africa is a concerted
plan, by the capitalist powers to
safeguard their interest in Africa.
Even South Africa, that basteon
of white supremacy for generations
is under pressurs. Carter has sent
the negro Andrew Young to South
Africa to tell the South African
Businessmen that they stand te
benefit if the policy of Apartheid
is given up. He points out that
there was a business boomin the
USA after the civil rights move-
ment there.

We in Sri Lapka, being in the
squirrel cage called Parliamentary
Democracy, must make up our
minds whether we zre to be con-
tent to turn out the SLFP only to
instal the UNP, which we rejected
last time. Our living conditions
are getting worse and will con-
tinue to do so till we are able to
break out of the squirrel cage and
form a government of the common
people, who will utilise all their
resources in a spirit of self reliance,
without depending on ‘aid’ and
provide tha basic needs—food
clothing, shelter,  employment,
schooling 2nd health care—to every
one in Sri Lanka.

HISTORICAL

Beginning 0f The Left
Movement In Ceylon

by Basil Perera

This is an excerpt from a paper
read at the International Scien-
tific Conference on the "Great
October Socialist Revolution
and the MNational Liberation
Movement of the Peoples of
Asia, Africa and Latin America'!,
held in Baku on 26th-28th May,
1977, under the auspices of the
Academy of Sciences of the
U.5.5.R.

The October Revolution took
place at a time when the national
movement for independence in Sri
Lanka was just beginning. In fact,
the first conference on constitu-
tional reforms in my country took
place just five weeks after the
victory of the October Revolution.
The imperialists, of course, accused
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Bo'shevik Revolution

even the bourgeois national leaders
of “drifting into Bolshevizm.”'

The reply of Sir Ponnambalim
Arunachalam, cne of our piopecr
nationalist leaders was to say thit
“‘we are in very good company,”’
Sir Ponnambalam showed that he
was aware of the new forces in the
world unleashed by the October
Revolution and acknowledged the
new favourable siiuation crezted
for the freedom mowement in Sri
Lanka by the victofy of the Octo-
ber Revolution.

With the birth of the orgapised
working class movement in Sri
Lanka in the early 1920's, Lenin's
ideas began to influence develop-
ments in 2 more decisive way. In
September 1925 the first workers’
newspaper called Kamkaru Handa
(Workers' Voice) run by the Cey-
lon Labour Union led by ihe pioneer
labour leader, A. E. Goopesinha,
carried -two biographical ariicles
on Lenin ander the title “The
brave leader who brought liberty
to the Russians.”” In these articles
Lenin was highly praised as a
champion of the oppressed classes
to be admired for his “manly lion-
like qualities and strong personality.’

The Kamkaru Handa alse wrote
that “Lepin revealed how the
world war was begun by the power-
ful nations which wantedl to loot
the wealth of®the weak patiops,
and by the rich who wanted to
grab fhe possessions of the poor.”

Following the world capitalist
economic crisis of the late 1920s,
a section of the radical intelli-
gentsia in Sri Lanka disillusioned
with the compromising bourgeois
national leadership, began to siudy
the teachings of Lenin, the experien-
ces of the Soviet Union and the
achievements of socizlism. By this
time adylt franchise had also for
the first time brought, the masses
into the political arena as a major
factor. These two circumstances jed
to a radical turn in the political
affairs of the Island.

Progressive Youth Leagues were
organised, paving the way for the
formation of the first  socialist
party in Sri Lan.a, the Lanka Sama
Samaja Party (Celylon Socialist Party),
The national [iberation struggle
thus gained a new impetus. For
the first time, the slogans of com-
plete naticnal independence and
socialism were raised and the move-

' ment that raised them was actively
inspired by the achievements of
the October Reyolition.

2l

L

This inspiration and influence
were seen in the speeches at the
inaugural public meeting of the
Lanka Sama Samaja Pariy in 1935
when speaker after speaker re-
ferred to the Soviet Union's example
and what our' country could learn
from it. It was also expressed by
the first President of the party
in his Presidential Address to the
party's first conference in
when he said: “The place of the
USSR in world politics is beyond
ordinary importance. It is to her
that the international working class
movement ultimately locks for the
concrete exenfplification of the
hope that apimates it. Every rise
in the standard of living of the
USSR, every little growth in her
relative strength, infuses into the
oppressed of the world fresh coy-
rage to continue ‘the desperate
siruggle in  which they are
engaged.” ]

Unioriunately, the Lapka Sama
Samaja Party split in 1940 when
certain leaders of the party came
under the influence of Troiskyism
and expelled the Communists and
other pro-Soviet elements from ic.
The latter *came_ together teform
the United Socialist Party,<he pre-
curser of the Communist Party
of Sri Lanka. Its official organ the
United Socialist editorialiced in its
very first issue: “The path of ad-
vance for our people is, zs in India,
the path of buildifg up 2 wide
people’s revolutionary movement
for national liberation. The begin-
ning of this movement must lie
in the consolidation of the political
working class organisation which
bases itself firmly and consistent] y
on the principles of socialism, In
this' connection it "is important
that under conditions in Ceylon
it is possible and essential 1o deve-
lop the alliance of the urban and
the rural workers, becayse the
acute agrarian crisis is fast revolu-
tionising the latter. In its struggle
for liberation this political working-
class movement will draw in its
allies, the rural peasentry, the
students and even those sections
of the one-time land-owning class
which have, since the world econe-
nomic cirsis of 1930 sunk into the
ranks of indebted petty-owners.”

The editorial also szid: “We
in Ceylon have valient and enor-
mously powerful allies in our fight
against exploitation, war and misery
--Our front is the world front of
the USSR, the workers of the
capitalist countries, the entire colo-
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1937 -

nial people fighting for emancipa-
tion. Under medern capitalist con-
ditics to rezlise this bend of unity
is absolutely necessary.” Lenin’s
theory of the three maiustreams
of the werld revolutionary move-
ment was thus finding new adhe-
ren's in Sri Lzpka. .

The Soviet Union's magnificent
contribution to the defeat of fas-

cism during the Second World War

and also its role in the postwar
period greatly helped Sri Lanka,
like many other copuntries, to ad-
venice her own fight for indepen
dence. The war ended with the
smashing of three major inperia-
list powers—Germany, Italy and
Jepan—and the considerable weak-
ening of Briiish, Fernch Dutch,
Belgian and Portuguese imperjalism
All this created favourable external
conditions which the independences.
movements in 2 number of coyn-
tries, including Sri Lanka, wers
able to use with advantage.

Unable to rule in the old way,
British imperialism  changed  jts
tactics from direct coloniel ryle
to indirect rule through its faithfyl
servitors by granting a formal inde-
pendence to Sri Lanka ip 1948.
It was sought, in particular, to
separate our people from the peo-
ples of the Soviet Union and oiher
countries of ithe socialist camp
whith had come into being follow-
ing the end of the war. But the
progressive forces, spearheaded by
the Communists, conducted a major
political batile to end the discri-
minatory and restriciive policies
of our leaders from 1948 to 1956.
The demand for the establishment
of diplomatic trade and cultyral
relations with the Soviet Union
end other socialist countries be-
czame one of the main slogans o
the political struggle that led to
the defeat of the government of

the compradore bourgeoisie in
1956 and the return to power of
the government led by Mr. 5. W.

‘R. D. Bandaranaike.

With the establishment of dip-
lomatic and other relations bet.
ween Sri Lanka and the Soviet
Union in 1956 the influence of the
October Reveluiien began to be
felt in our country not only in the
realm of ideas but also in the mate-
rial field....
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POINT OF VIEW

Jesus Was No Sissy
Tribune, June 18, 1977

} The Review entitled JESUS WAS |

| NO SISSY, published in the Tri-

| bune of June 18, [977 was |
written by our regular contributor
Jayantha Somasundaram, but the |
name was inadvertently missed
in the printing. |

Fr. Tissa Balasuriya is surely
right when he stresses the revolu-
tionary spirit of the Gospels, pro-
vided ‘ve don't understand him
to mean by “revolution” the" vio-
lent, sabre-rattling, head-chopping
type. the revolution with a Molo-
coy cocktail in one's hand and the
blood-curdling slogans of hatred
and revenge on one's lips.

Jesus’ revolution has to take
place first of all in the hearts of
men, ridding them of their natural
greed and lust to dominate—some-
thing that afflicts everyone coming
into this world, the rich as well
as the poor, the oppressor as
well as the oppressed.

There is no doubt that Christ
was against all hypocrisy and sham,
that he wanted us to thirst after
justice; yet you need not go very
far in the reading of the Gospels
to find, and in greater abundance,
another kind of utterances; ‘‘Bles-
sed are the meek, blessed ard the
peacemakers..“We cannot change
the Gospels according to the fash-
jon of the day, and if the Church
even now urges all to imitate
Christ's humility and justice in
charity. It is because He first said:
“learn from me who am meek
and humble of heart”, Now, this
is the kind of interior revolition—
the foundation and spring of any
axternal, durable structural change
__that the Church has promotec
in every age or place.

It baffles one, therefore, to read
that “the Church degenerated after
Coyustantine, when the religion of
the oppressed slaves that was
Christianity became, with Constan-
tine, establishmentarian” (Ibi, p.
21). Ahimsa Christianity, the reli-
gion of slaves?
 Was Jesus a second-rate, feckless
Spartacus? _ However  much
cudgel my brains, | fail to grasp
on what historical grounds that
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x [ ]
statement is based. Sure enough,
the crowds that followed Jesus
were ordinary common people.
Does that mean they were slaves?
Nowhere do we read that the
first Christians and St. Paul’s con-
verts at Corinth, Philippi were
main]y slaves; and if St. Paul could
take interest in and plead for one

- Opesimus, a slave, It was because

the latter’s master was already a
christian. Did not Tertullian alreadv
in his time rightly boast: “We
christians have " filled your towns,
your army, the Emperor’s very
house’”! Were those all slaves?

“After the coversion of Cons-
tantine, the Church degenerated,
became part of the Establishment’’.
Does this mean that all the liabili--
tics, the shackles of the persecu-
tions were cast aside and Chris-
tians were allowed to practice,
were even protected by law and
defended against unjust attacks?
If so, does there seem to be any-
thing so frightfully objectionable
in that? That is the minimum,
| should think, that any decent
govern.nent is expected to gua-
rantee to any religion..

But perhaps the meaning is some-
thing else, i.e. that the Church
became subservient, a cowardly
obedient lackey of the Emperors,
and gave up the former struggle
for right and justice. That is, no
doubt, to degenerate. But does
that statement stand the acid test
of historical facts?

Once Constantine went to his
Creator, we read of almost cease-
less conflicts between the Church
and the Emperors, who wished
to rule and decide on things that
were not of their competence.
Who does not kpow that the
emperors Julian and Valens perse-
cuted the Church as cruelly as
Nero or Diocletian! No one per-
secites a wholly complying vassal
or servant.

Did the Church give up the
defence of the innocents and poor
after Constantine! Why then did
St. Ambrose forbid the Emperor
Theodosius himself to enter the
church, until he repented of the
massacre of 6000 innocents at Thes-
salonica? Why did St. John Chry-
sostom face the wrathful Empress
Eudoxia and suffer exile and death
rather than keep quiet before a
patent injustice done to an ordi-
nary citizen? These are just two
shining examples; they are cer-
tainly not the only ones.
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Jesus. Christ

s No, the external arrapgements
riay have changed with Constan-
tine: the Church did not change
gs nature. As Christ wanted 1t,
o the Church remained—semper
eadem.

Likewise, it cannot but cause
surprise and concern to hear that
“Christ did not come to establish
an . institutional Church, but the
Kingdom of God' (Tribune, p. 22)
—as if the Church were not the
“germ and beginning on earth of
that very Kingdom (Vat. Il, The
Church, n. 6-'the initial budding
forth of that Kingdom).

The reader will thank me for
sparing him another disquisition
to prove that Christ did establish
an institutional Church 2s he can
very well satisfy himself with the
lucid and abundant exposition on
the Church’s hierarchic:l institu-
tion in Chapter Il of THE CHURCH
in the documents of Vatican Il

Perhaps, in the past, for pole-
mical reasons, the divine institu-
tion of the hierarchy may have
been overstressed, and now we
speak more of the Church as “Peo-
ple of God”, as a community. But
that should not lead us to believe
that whatever was taught up to
now about the divine institution
of the Ciaurch was all wropg. That
would be running into Scylla while
trying to avoid Charybdis.

| find it strange, too, to read
that ‘‘the Romans had no idea of
human freedom”. O Gracchi, O
Cato of Utica, O Cicero of the
Philippics, in vain did you die!
Your love of freedom was of the
spurious type; we had to wait
for the Russians and other com-
munist countries to teach us what
true freedom and guaranteed human
rights mean. ...

At the same time, can we say
that the Romans were “the cruel
conquerors of the lews'?! Was
it not the Jews at the time of
the Maccabees that took the ini-
tiative and asked the Romans for a
compact of friendship and mutual
defence! Did not the Romans allow
the lews their own kings and send
governors only at the request
of the Jews when their Kings be-
came unbearable? Is that the way
of cruel conqueror

| fear that no praiseworthy cause
will be served, if, by paying scant
respect to historical truth, we
undermine the confidence of any
intelligent reader in whatever else
we wish to prove.

C Jannaccone SJ
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Mixed Grill

WETTENRS
® Burghers \
Sir,

The Prime Minister claims the
kidos for the State reteption to
the Pope and by inference leaves
the impression that the UNP was
opposed to it or at least would
not have initiated it? On a previous
occation it was even stated that
the late Mr. Dudley Senanayake
let slip an oppeortunity for civic
honours to the Pope-when Prime
Minister from a fear that he would
be offending the Buddhists. It is
surely absurd to suggest that the
Buddhist population can or would
be offended at such a State invi-
tation to the head of a religious
body.

When. the Prime Minister as-
sumed office in 1970 a communi-
cation was forwarded to her in the
name of the Burghers advising her
that when the history of Ceylon
comes to be written, it will not be
the measure of free rice or the
Mahaveli Diversion Project that
will be recalled buf the disaster
that overtook the ccuntry from the
National Languages and the Free
Education Scheme. This, was ex-
pressed in the Jfreewill of God and
had been confirmed in a vision
by the Son of God and reported
to the Pope for a prenouncement.
Such was the substance of the mes-
sage sent to the Prime Minister
and also to the UNP and to Mr.
Pieter Keuneman of the CP anpd
Mr. Colvin R. de Silva of the LSSP.

It is wise to recognise that in
wooing the votes of the public
none of the Parties can claim to

have the whole truth. It is an insult -

to the intelligent sections of the
Christians to suppose that a formal
invitation to the Pope to visit
Ceylon will influence them to cast
their votes for the SLFP.

H. C. G. Yan Dort

29{1, Sumanarama Road,
Mt. Lavinia.
July 2, 1977

® Press

Sir,

There is more in your theme on
“Journalistic Ethics”, (Tribune fune
4) than what your elegant evalua-
tion reveals. lll'here is downright
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arrogance, on the part of our
lournalists. In others, there is the
feeling they are infallible. And the
controlling Editorial hack feels the
Nation has given him the right to
select Feature Articles, to suit
his taste. fancy. Not yours, not
mine.

It a sad commentary opn local
Journalism, that we still don't
have the Free Lancers to displace
Foreign ones. Foreign material has
to be paid for; to the advantage
of an itperating, Editor. But local
articles, paid for once upon a time
are not paid, ‘even if published:
because the Editor did not invite
them. The "Nikkang’' complex has
taken rost! Its so crazy, irrational
and illogical—this Editorial re-
rogative. Pray, how can the Editor,
be-little an article,s that has won it
place through his approval Or
is it that the Editor must first have
access to the Free Lapcer’s mind,
before the invitation goes out to
the Free Lancer? Siupid.

Do such invitations g6 out at
all? Yes they do. The invitees are
foreigners or the privileged, who
do not disagree with Editorial
policy. The whole thing® stinks.

The Sunday Observer has to be
democratised for space allocation.
More than 549 of Newspaper
space is for the Capitalist-oriented
advertisemenis. About 2% space
goes for Sri Lankan Free Lapcers
and 109, to 7% for local News
and sports. There is 9 patent
dependence of the Press on capital
list Advertisers.

Without the Advertisers, a paper
fails. And when a paper’s influence
dwindles, the state fails. That$”the
vicious cycle, that smears the mere
concept of a Free Press. It is a
fiction. .

John B. Kumarakulasinghe
Batticaloa.

v o
MALAYSlf

Rubber Leads Record
Year

Kuala Lumpur,

AN UPSURGE in rubber exports
following the recovery in inter-
national markets last year led a
strong export growth which boos-
ted Malaysia's trade surplus to a
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record ringgits  3,72Im. Bank
Negara has stated in a report.
Export receipts for 1976 rose
45.5 per cent to a record ringgits
13.4bn., pushing the growth in
gross domestic product to |[[.3
per cent. from 2.2 per cent. in 1975,
the Central Bank said in its appual

report. But it predicts slower
expansion in 1977, with export
growth easing to about 2 per

cent, and current account surplus
declining to around ringgit 135m.
from 1,73bn. in 1976,

Export receipts from rubber
rose by 53 per cent. in 1976 to
ringgit 3,117m.; timber receipts
rose by more than 110 per cent.
to ripggit 1,175m: tin by 25-26
per cent. to ringgit 1,536m: petro-
leum by 105 per cent. to ringgist
1,716; while copper receipts rose
to ringgit 75m. from I11.3m. The
only major export to register a
fall in receipts was palm oil which,
following a sharp drop in prices,
declined to ringgit |,154m. from
1,310m. The marked growth in
exports helped push net external
reservers to ringgit 6,250m. up
2,320 from 1975, the bank said,.

Meanwhile inflation continued to
slow. The consumer price index
rose 2.6 per cent compared with
4.5 per cent. in 1975 and 17 per
cent. in 1974. Growth in 1977,
though slower, will be sufficient
Yo support a 9 per cent. rise in
gross domestic prodyct and will
be more evenly, spread thap last
year, the bank said. This reflects
the Government’s desire to cop-
solidate economic gains, ensuring
sustained growth while keeping
inflation down to present levels,
and creating a more fayourable
investment climate.

“The main impetus for growth
in 1977 is expected to originate
in the domestic sector, led by
private  investment expansion,
continuing expansion of con-
samer spending, and rising Gov-
er;:lment expenditure,” the report
sajd.

“Export price -rises are \ikely
o slow, increasing by 3.5 per
cent. for the year against 23 per
cent in 1976,

Wong Sulon
—Financial Times

(o] [&] o
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Confidentially

e Tamil Bigotry

DID IT NOT COME AS A SUR-
PRISE to many Lhat the new weekly
The Independent had te change
its printers a fortnight ago! That
from its inception it had been prin-
ted at the Sutantiran Press (Ceylon

Newspapers Lidg!? That this
press belong lo some of the
big wigs of the Federal Party
and prints the Sutantiran, the
“ynofficial organ’’ of the FP?
That the Sutantiran Press zlso
undertakes commercizl print-

ing whenever any customer chooses
to place orders therel That The
Independent was printed at this
press, no doubt, because the spon-
sors of The Independent are Tamils
who sympathise with the cause
of the Tamils and are friendly with
the FP and TULF circl.s? That
everything seems to have gone on
happily until ene fine day, The
Independent chose to publish a
spirited outburst on the Tamil
question by the maverick Tamil
enthusiast, R. Wijaya Indral That
in this outburst, Wijaya Indra had
sought to give certain “old" and
current Tamil leaders a sermon
on how they had failed to solve
the Tamil question? That his emo-
tional and rhetorical picce was
entitled MY APPEAL AND ADYICE
TO THE ENTIRE PEOPLE AND
THE TAMIL: VOTERS OF SRI
LANKA—F®R THE 1977 GENERAL
ELECTIONS? That this appeal was
published in The Independent?
That shortly after this was publi-
shed, the Sutantiran Pre:s, it would
appear, made’ it clear (through a
devious mznocuvre) that it would
no longer print The Independent?
That, though in the writien com-
munications there wis no men-
tion of Wijaya Indra’s “appeal’”,
it was madc clear to The Indepen-
dent that the Sutantiran Presz, as
the sole guardien, saviour and
menzor of the Tamil race, would
have nothing to do with a paper
which published anything from the
pen of Wijaya Indral That the
long and short of ihe matier was
that the Sutantiran, zt short notice,
refused to print The Independent?
That, fortunately, the people be-
hind The Independent were able to
find another printer so that the
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L]
paper appeared without a break
or interruption? That Tribune noted
the change in the printers and
made the uysual inquiries? That
what was revealed wes the asto-
unding fact that The Sutantiran
Press, as a commercial printer,
chose to impose a "ban"’ for poli-
tical reasons on the freedom
of newspaper, The Independent!?
That a printer has undoubtedly
a right to_intervene if any mate-

rial is libellous. pornographic,
obscene or otherwise objectio-
nable!

That it is unbelievable that a

printer should object to a paper
which was being printed there on
commercial terms beczuze it pub-
lished material that hurt the peli-
tical susceptibilities of some FP
sycophants? Thet a political party,
its leaders and its followers should
respect the right of every person
to entertain znd express Views
which are contrary to theirs? That
it is a total repudiation of all funda-
mental rights to object to The
Independent publi-hing views which
the owners of a Commercial Press
do nut like? Thar, if this was their
attitude (znd policy) they should
not have undertaken to print The
Independent in the first instence?
That it is known that an FP ciucus
and the Sutantiran do not tolerate
any Tamil having views which are
contrary to what they have orda-
ined as the “Tamil view’! That
this kind of sole exclusive mopo-
poly of politiczl diktat; which the
FP caucus h:s sought to enforce
on the Tamil people is what has
kept the Tamils dis-united? That
it ic this kind of attitude that has
zlready brought the TULF (espe-
cially in the post-SJV _era) fo the
brink of a breakup? That, S}V, in
his lest years, had tried to bring zll
Tamils together! Thzt in doing
this he had reversed the earlier
dichard FP line that 2ll Tamils
had to accept as gospel all that
the FP ordained? That SJV was
able to bring the TC and CWC
into one fold because the FP was
willing to give-and-take on matters
of importance in policy 2nd strategy?
That even before the memory
of SIV has faded, the old hardline
diehard - attitude of outcasting all
those who differed from the line
of a dominant caycus in the FP
has surfaced in a big way? That
one of the first symptoms of this
kind of political bigotry is theatti-
tude adopted towards The Inde-
pendent?
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Hardline FP Caucus

_That this hardline approach has
already brought fissures into the
TULF uhich will be reflected in
the results of the forthcoming
glections? That the Sutantiran @nd
the hardline FP caucus must realise
that it capnot ask for freedom
and fundamental rights for the
“Tamil nation”” (if there is one)
if it is not prepared to accord the
same human rights to individual
Tamils who may have views which
differ from t.e views of the FP
czucus! That it would be the height
of political arrogance to ask for
fundamental rights for the Tamils
to be enshrined in the Consti-
tytion of Sri Lanka if the FP caucus
is not willing to accord the same
rights to individyal Tamils? That
meny Tamils would dread the esta-
blishment of a separzte Tamil state
if a dominant (Sanjay-like) caucus
in the FP insisted on imposing
its peculiar and dichard views
on all Tamils? That even the Pope
has now ceased to extort loyalty
of this kind from the believers
of the Catholic Church? That at a
time when there has been a proli-
feration of new and free thinking
in the Catholic Church, it is
surprising thct the FP caucus should
seek to decide as to who is a
“Tamil” and who is not? That
according to the gospel of this
FP caycus it would appear that all
those who do not agree with its
inhibited views are npot “Tamils?
That mzny Independent candidates
have rightly protested against the
thuggery,  stone-throwing and
other manifestations against free
speech and free elections displayed
by supporters of the FP and the
TULF in the lJaffna area? That it
is easy to assert that those out of
step with the “majority” have no
place in society? That if this dictum
is upheld then the Tamils must
accept the majority rule of the
Sinhalese without question? That
if the Tamils want democratic rights
they must copcede rights of free
speech apnd aciion to miforities
(political, religious, «caste, etc)
within the Tamil community (or
nation)? That elsewhere in this
issue the Tribune has published
Wijaya Indra's piece—received a
long time ago but kept out for
lack of space—zs 2 vindication of
the right of free expressicn of a
minority having unpopular view

SERE- PR
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