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[etter From The HJditor

1T IS NOW MAHAWELI all down the line........ and we have ourselves

caught the infection and on our cover this week we have a sicture of earth
work by human labour at a site on the Mahaweli Diversion _Pl_oject. Machines
* are necessary in the modern context of speed and urgency, but more import-
ant than machines and the capital necessary to make things hum is willing
enthusiastic human labour. Prime Minister, Premadasa, speaking in the
NSA on March 10 very corrctly stated: “........ it is wrong to assume that
our people want everything free. They are prepared to offer their toil
and sweat to any government which launches a programme of work for the
benefit of the country and the nation. This government is determined
to offer such a programme to the nation........ " The Accelerated Mahaweli
Programme In Six Years is a shortepned program of the 30-year master plan
picking on the most important priorities which ¢an be fulfilled in six years,
that is in the lifetime of our NSA. A series of such six-year accelerated
programmes will have to be carried through to complete the original 30-year
scheme. Th’ough the six-year shortened (“accelerated’) scheme was sud-
denly sprung on the public as a UNP post-election promise, it was launched
on a transparently bogus propaganda slogan........ “The 30-year Mahaweli
plan in five years”....... .pretending that the UNP was capable of doing
the impossible. The bluff was called and the government thereafter sought
to save its face by coipning the term “‘accelerated’’ to mask the curtailed and
shortened programme. This led to an undercurrent of disbelief in the
goverpment and it will be sometime before credibility can be restored about
Mahaweli. Although government spokesmen had also talked a great deal
about “foreign aid”, it is only now, 2fter the Hopper okay that one can be
sure that the financial and technological assistance in adequate gquantum
will come from the rich western countries. Such assistance on a massive
scale comes only with the imprimatur of the IMF-IBRD. With the first doze
of IMF standby credit of $ 93 million, some circles in the government had
hoped that the work on the Mahaweli could be started. But with the
increased foreign exchange expenditure stemming from the devaluation,
additional subsidies for wheat flour, milk powder and fertiliser, there was
. no money for Mahaweli. And bilateral assistance was not forthcoming.
Potential donors. the lenders and dispensers of technical know-how, were
all waiting for the final IMF-IBRD okay. As we indicated in our issue last
week, the IMF package deal is now a fact with a standby credit around $ 300
million. This “okay’ from the IMF is also a green signal for donors and
lenders. Immediately it was known that Hopper had given the okay, several
bi-lateral offers have come from donor countries for Mahaweli and other
projects. The first big offer has come from Britain which is willing to finance
the Victoria Reservoir which is the largest of the 12 projects in the accele-
rated Mahaweli plan. Britain is willing to loan £ 2 million on easy terms.
The bulk of the loan will be for the purchase of turbines and generatorsfor
the Victoria Project expected to generate 10 megawatts of power. A
Swedish public sector corporation is reported to have offered aid and finance
for the Victoria Reservoir but this is likely to be used for the Maduru Oya
project. The IMF-IBRD package is a hard and tough deal. The government
has not yet revealed the scope and extent of the “sacrifices” Sri Lanka has
to effect to qualify for the loans, but there is no doubt that if the devastating
subsidies that have corroded our economy can be eliminated during an up-
surge of developmental work, a great deal would have been achieved.  Sri
Lanka's economy is still burdened with subsidies which make economic deve-
lopment unreal and illusory, There are four major nationalised undertakings
which are heavily subsidisec—viz., the CTB, the Milk Board, the Petroleum
Corporation and the Fertiliser Corporation—and, at least, until theSe organi-
sations are able to operate efficiently in 2 viable and profitable manner, it
would be impossible to effect a take-off irom stagnation,
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

On Foreign Affairs

Colombo, March 25,

In the second week-end of March,
Minister Hameed came out of
his cocoon of milk powder and
the FTZ to proclaim through his
customary lobby in the Weekend
of March 12 that Sri Lanka a5 Chair-
man of the Non-Aligned was “sum-
moning’ a special extraordinary
session of the Movement's Foreign
Ministers. Igbal Athas revealed
in the report that ‘“‘according to
diplomatic sources here, the Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs, Mr. A. C. S.
Hameed, is now making contacts
with member countries of
the movement. The idea is to ap-
prise them of the decisions to be
reached at the Kabul meeting of the
Non-Aligned Coordinating Bureau,
these sources said. Foreign Minister
Hameed, these sources revealed,
wants to ensure that there is con-
sensus on the Kabul decision and
to narrow down these differences,
if any that may arise. The twenty
five nation Non-Aligned Co-ordi-
nating Bureau is meeting in - Afgha-
nistan, capital of Kabul in the first
week of May. Their primary task
is to map out a unified Non-!{ligned
stand op issues coming before
the special sessions of the Upited
Nations special sessions on dis-
armament which begins in New
York on May 23. It was the Non-
Aligned Movement which was ins-
trumental for thegse special sessions.
After a call for nearly a decade,

the MNon-Aligned Summit Cop-
ference here in 1976 adopted a
resolution calling for a special

session. This was embodied in the
Colombo Declaration. The special
Foreign Minister’'s meeting to be
held in New York, is to come off
before May 23."”

This was before the Israeli at-
tack on Lebanon. Tribune tried
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very hard to find out on March
I3 and 14 wvhich Non-Aligned
Foreign Ministirs had been cop-
tacted for Speicial Meeting to be
held before May 23, but failed.
Some of those who can speak for
the Foreign Ministers of some
non-aligned countries have | ex-
pressed surprise why there should
be any special meetings immediately
before or after the Kabul meeting.
Tribune had tried to find out from
the officials of the Foreign Office
whether a special non-aligned For-
eign Ministers’ meeting has been
summoned and why. but the Fore-
ign Office was buried in deep mys-
tic silence. Either no requests
or inyitations had been issued or
it was being kept a dark. dark
secret. In which event why was
the Weekend of March 12 tipped
off to spread a front page banner
headline about an  impending
Foreign Ministers’ meeting to pre-
pare for the Kabul meeting? And
who or which were the “diplo-
matic sources””, the Weekend re-
lied on for the news? It will be good
if someone can throw light on this
mystery.

Then Israel came to the res-
cue ¢f Minister Hameed. Israel
launched its massive attack with
25,000 troops on South Lebanon
on March I5.

On March 17, the Ceylon Daily.
News reported as follows: “Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs, Mr. A. C, S.
Hameed, condemned the Israeli at-
tack of Southern Lebapon as a se-
rious violation 'of territorial ip-
tegrity of a sovereign nation. Ac-
tion of this nature could make
the solution of the Middle Easterp
problem more difficult, he said.
Israel yesterday had mounted ap
attack or Southern Lebanopn. He
was watching the situation closely
and would call upon the Non-
aligned Bureau to consider what
action should be taken, a SLBC
news cast said last night."”

Attack On Lebanen

This is the first scatement in 2 . _—

long while our roving (Foreign)
Minister Hameed has made on a

matter of significance in foreign -

affairs, The last one was tec con-
demn lsraeli settlements in occu-
pied Arab lands. If he has made any
other statements, it has escaped
our notice and we will be gratefy;
if our attention is drawn to them,

The Non-aligned Co-ordinating
Bureau did meet in emergency
session in New York—it was not a
Foreign Ministers meeting the Week-
end of March 12 had proclaimed
Hameed had summoned. The
Bureau passed a stout-hearted re-
solution ‘(1) The Co-ordinating
Bureau of the non-Aligned Group
of countries met in emergency
session on March 17, 1978 to con-
sider the Israeli’s invasion of Leba-
non by land, sea and air which
commenced at midnight on 14-15
March 1978. (2) The Co-ordinating
Bureau unanimously condemned
this latest act of blatant aggression
by lsrael against the sovereignty
and territorial integrit} of Lebanop
as well as its expansionist policy.
The aggression has caused a consi-
derable number of deaths in Leba-
nese territory and enormous da-
mage to property as well as large
scale refugee migrations from the
Southern Lebanese Region. (3) The
Co-ordinating Bureau considers
that the Jatest bruta] armed lsraeli
attack also aims at bringing into
jeopardy the very existence of the
Palestinian people who live in the
territory of Lebanon and to eli-
minate the Palestinians and the
Palestine Liberation Organisation
as one of the key factors for sett-
ing the question of Palestine and
the conflict in the Middle East.
(4) The position that has arisen
further aggravates the explosive

Situation in the Region and cons-

titutes an immediate and direct
threat to international peace and
security requiring urgent action
by the Interpational Community
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By 1. ‘Fernando In Seoul

< (5) The invasion complicates im-

measurably and retards progress
towards the solution of the Middle

". East problem as a whole and will

have severe repercussions on all
efforts at achieving 2 just and last-
ing settlement of the Middle East
question. The Co-ordinating
Bureau reaffirmed that a solution
of the Middle East question is
possible only by a recognition of
the inalienable rights of the Pales-
tinian people including the right

to self-determination and an inde-
' pendent sovereign state of their
own, in Palestine the withdrawal
of Israel from all Arab territories
occupied by it since June 1967
and the strict implementation of
relevant United Nations Resolu-
tions. (6) The Co-ordinating Bu-
reau expressed its solidarity with
the Lebanese people and fully sup-
ported the complaint made by
Lebanon to the Security Council
regarding the invasion of its terri-
tory by lsrael. The Bureau further
expressed its full support for all
efforts by Lebanon to secure the
immediate and unconditional with-
drawal of the lIsraeli invader and to
re-establish its sovereignty and
conditions of peace apnd stability
in South Lebanon and the country
as a whole. (7) The Co-ordinating
Bureau reiterated its unequivocal
support for and solidarity with
the Palestinian people under the
leadership of the Palestine Libera-
tion Organisation at this critical
period in their just struggle. (8) The
Co-ordinating Bureau calls upon
all non-Aligned countries to con-
demn  this new aggression of
Israel and to demonstrate their
active solidarity with the Arab
peoples confronting the aggression,
in particular with the Lebanese
people and the Palestinian people.”

While Hameed kept everybody
guessing asto when and where he was
next taking off, political and dip-
lomatic circles in Colombo were
flabbergasted by a report in the
Ceylon Observer of March 14 re-

' printing a report published in The

Korea Herald of Secul. The Observer
headline was LANI A EMBASSY IN
SEQUL IN TWO MONTHS. The
undated report was by Kim Kyong-

hae. For the record we publish

this report in full: 'Sri Lanka may
open its resident embassy in Seoul
in a couple of months to pursue
ever-expanding diplomatic and eco-
nomic relations between Korea and
Sri Lanka. This was disclosed by
visiting Sri Lankan Ambassador to
the United Nations B. J. Fernando
in an exclusive interview with
the Korea Herald at the Piaga Hotel
(on Feb. 16). Sri Lanka will also
support the stand of South Korea
in international conferences includ-
ing nonaligned meetings said Mr.
Fernando. He said that economic
co-operation between Korea and
Sri Lanka would be substantially
expanded when a high-powered
Korean ecenomic mission  visits
Colombo this month. As to the
current situation on the Korean
peninsula Amb. Fernando symbo-
lically viewed that the ecopnomic
strength of a nation is" the best
safeguard against any invasive map-
oeuvers. Asked why relations bet-
ween Korea and Sri Lanka deve-
loped rapidly in recent years, Amb.
Fernando said: 'That's because we
are of the opinion that South
Korea is the best example for us
to emulate to attain our national
development.” He observed that
the strengthening of bilateral re-
lations between Korea apnd* Sri
Lapka is one of the main political
pursuits of Sri Lankan President
Junius Richard Jayawardene who
sent his special envoy to President
Park Chung Hee last September
in connection with the establish-
ment of diplomatic relations bet-
ween the two countries. The
Korean economic mission, accord-
ing to the ambassador, will seek
increased trade between the two
countries along with Korean in-
vestment in the newly established
free trade zone in Colombo apd

discuss ecopomic assistance to Sri
Lanka on the part of Korea. We
want you to assist us with our
housing program. We understand

,that you have an extremely out-

standing experience in the cons:
truction field. | also believe that
Korean constructors can proceed
to Sri Lapka’ said the ambassador.
Mr. Jayawardepe became president
through a copstitutional amend-
ment enacted by his United Natio-
nal Party government just three
months after routing former Prime
Minister  Sirimavo Bandaranaike
and her Freedom Party from power
in the July 2| national elections
last year. Amb. Fernando explained
that the constitutional amendment
provides for a popularly elected
president with executive powers
while maintaining the parliamentary
system. . ‘Here in Korea, | have
seen what a strong and efficient
leadership can do for the fast deve-
lopment of Korea. We also adop-
ted the presidential system to
attain rapid development like
Korea’, said the ambassador. He
noted that the parliamentary
system cannot lead developing
countries to attain fast deve-
lopment. Concerning the esta-
blishment of diplomatic relations
between Koreaand Sri Lanka Amb.
Fernando said that the first dip-
lomatic act of President Jaya-
wardene was to establish diple-
matic relations since Sri Lanka
thought South Korea must take
its place in the world. During his
stay here he met Minister of
Foreign Affairs Park Tong-jin and
acting Minister of Foreign Affairs
Yoon Ja-jong to discuss ‘peace
in this region and the expansion
of mutual economic co-operation’.
He noted that Sri Lanka would
surely usher a new era when three
economic projects of President
Jayawardene are successfully -car-
ried out in five or six years. The
three projects include the Maha-
weli River Multi-purpose Scheme
which would irrigate 1,000,000
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acres of land, produce 2,000,000
kilowatts of electricity and create
jobs for 250,000 families the free
trade zone in Colombo and the
Great Colombo Development Plan.
‘We have just launched the three
projects, and | believe that the three
projects will give us brighter future
and a2 new era in Sri Lanka is ex-
pected in the forthcoming five
to six years’ said Amb. Fernando.
Explaining that south Korea would
continue to expand its influence
among nonaligned countries in the
economic field, Amb. Ferpando
viewed that relations between
Korea and Sri lLanka would be
expanded gradually since the two
economies could complement each
other., He said that a diplomat
should read widely be patient,
and always keep in mind the objec-
tives of his country.”

It is difficult te be restrained

or detached in making any

comments abcut this inter-
view. B. J. Fernando has been
appointed to the topmaost dip-
lomatic post in our Foreign

Service and the first state-

ment he makes cutside Sri

Lznka contains blocomers that

in other countries would hava

resulted in his instant recall—
at least for further briefing
and education. Before he
left the island too, B. J. Fer-
nando had unburdened him-
self of pontifical assertions in

a newspaper interview which

showed that the government

has not made a proper choice
for the UN post. The inter-
view in Seoul has only con-

firmed the view that B. J.

Fernando will not be able

to measure up to the job at

the UN—unless he is trans-
formed through a series of
miracles.

Diplomacy is a professional job-
and very few non-professionals ¢an
make good diplomats, and it is amply
clear that B. J. Fernando has blun-
dered even before he presented
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his credentials at the UN. He was
on his way 1> New York and had
tarried at leoul to speak about
matters on which he should have
remained silent as an envoy of Sri
Lapka. There are a number of
questions which arise from the
B. ). Fernando’s interview in Seoul.

First he promised Korea that Sri
Lanka would open an embassy
in two months in Seoul. On what
authority did he make this state-
ment? Tribune is not able to get
any confirmation from any govern-
ment source about opening an
embassy in two months. And should
this information, if true, not have
been revealed first in Sri Lanka
and not in Seoul and not take politi-
cal circles in Colombo by surprise.
Second, B. l. Fernando had said
that Sri Lapka would “‘support
South Keorea in international
conferences and in  non-aligned
meetings.” This is a carte blar.che en-
dorsement of support for one of the
most dictatorial and updemocratic
regimes in Asia tied to US by a
military agresement. South Korea
is not a member of the Non-Aligned
Movement and cannot be admitted
as member according to its rules.
Pakistari could not be given entry
even though the military pacts
in which she was invelved were
dead and defunct. How BJF could
have given South Korea the assu-
rance that Sri Lanka would support
the “stand of South Korea” even
in non-aligned meetings is some-
thing beyond comprehension. Can
Sri Lanka, which is the head of
the non-aligned movement, make
these promises without consult-
ing the other members of the move-
ment, at Jeast those in the
25-member Bureau?

Third, B. J. Fernando is entitled
to admire the great economic
progress made by South Korea.
but had he a mandate to say that
“South Korea is the best example
for us to emulate to attain national
development''? South Korea is one

Fernando’s Bloomers

of those countries Wheré human-
rights have been put into cold
storageand if the UNP government
attempts to follow South Korea
in this, it will find itself in major
difficulties with the people of this
country.  Fourth, and the most
astounding pronouncement was that
the “parliamentary system cannot
lead developing countries to at-
tain fast development”. This is a
repudiation of the avowed policy
of the UNP which swears by the
parliamentary system and a free
ballot both of which are unknown
in South Korea. .
The rest of BIF’s blah blah I8
amateurish and puerile nonsense:
unworthy of Sri Lanka's Ambas-
sador to the UN. And, as we men-
tioned earlier, at the time of the
interview in Seoul he had not yet
presented his credentials as UN
Ambassador to the Secretary Gene-
ral.
It must be said that apart from
the excellent choice of Noel Wimala-
sena as High Commissioner in
the UK the other choices of non-
career men, Karunaratne for
Washington, Dissanayake for
Jakarta and Fernando for the UN
have not inspired confidence.

The conduct of Sri Lanka's
foreign affairs is certainly in
the doldrums ever since this
government came to power,
Foreign Minister Hameed has
been gallivanting in the four
corners of the world—from South
to New Zealand. But he has
so far not gone to India, Pakis-
tan, Bangladesh, the Persian
Gulf countries or any Arab
country. And hardly any of
the really important non-ali-
gned countries.

The least Minister Hameed could
have done is to have visited Egypt.
as ¢ leading non-aligned coun-
try, especially after Sadat had ta-
ken a spectacular step to bring
peace to the Middle East by going
to Jerusalem. Instead’ of that,
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Hameed And The Mountain

the initiative came from the Egyp-
tian side. . President Sadat sent a
special envoy, Minister of State
for Foreign Affairs, Dr. Boutros
Ghaly, who concluded a three
(non-aligned) nation trip by arriv-
ing in Colombo on March 2I, hay-
ing gone to Yugoslavia and India
immediately before.

There are bureaucrats and poli-
ticians in Sri Lanka who may feel
that Egypt should first make the
pilgrimage to Sri Lanka because the
latter was the head of the nop-alig-
ned movement. This argument may
have some validity if Minister
Hameed had stayed home apd had
held a durbar to enable the Fore-
ign Minister of non-aligned coun-
tries to pay obeisance to him.
But, Minister Hameed has beep
jumping around the world so much
and too often that he cannot rely
on such an excuge to explain why
he did not include Caire in one
of many itineraries.

This has turned out to be a case
of mountain coming to Minister
Hameed. Dr. Boutros Ghaly is a
dynamic personality of remarkable
charm. He is continuing the peace
initiative Sadat took (in going to
lerusalem) by going to Belgrade,
New Delhi and Colombo. There
were and there are apprehensions
in Yugoslavia and India that Sadat’s
unilateral action in going to Israel
was neither prudent nor realistic
especially because it had seemingly
caused a ‘split’ in the Arab world.
While India has maintained a dis-
creet silence on the merits of
Sadat’s strategy, Marshal Tito
had been critical about what he
felt was Sadat’s attempt to ap-
pease Israel. India, while not com-
menting on Sadat's bid to make
Israel to agree to his universally-
acceptable . minimum terms, had
| repeatedly underlined India’s
support for the Arab cause especially
support for. the PLO's demand
~for a Homeland and sovereign state
'on' the West Bank “and ‘the Gaza

strip. Minister Hameed, when he
was in New York for the last UN
sessions, had issuad a statement
condemning Jewish  settiements
in occupied Arab lands. This was
the first and last statement by
Sri Lanka on the Middle East ques-
tion—until Israel's invasion of
Lebanon evoked a fresh condem-
nation. In between unfortunately
ominous stories of contacts and
flirtations between Sri  Lankans
and lIsraeli diplomats and busine-
ssmen abroad have circulated.

Whilst India’s Janata leaders have
publicly made it clear to Presi-
dent Carter, who had lobbied for
the recognition of Israel, that they
could not consider re-establishing
ties with Tel-Aviv until Israel with-
drew from all occupied Arab lands,
Sri Lanka has maintained a peculiar
silence. It is hard to believe that
approaches have not been made
to Sri Lanka about recognising
Israel, but Sri Lanka has not said
one word about it. This country’s
reluctance to mike its position
known on this question is unpder-
standable. ~Whilst canvassing for
international financial aid and
investment for the FTZ apd other
projects, Sri Lanka cannot afford
to offend the international Jewish
jobby.

Dr. Boutros Ghaly's visit could
not have been timed better. The
co-ordinating Bureau of the Non-
Aligned Movement at a ministerial
level will meet in Kabul early in
May whilst the UN Special Sessions
on Disarmament—wanted by the
Non-aligned Summit—will open
in New York on May 23. In addi-
tion, Israel has created a new crisis
in the Middle East by invading
South Lebanon.

Dr. Ghaly discussed these and
all connected matters in Colombo.
Judging by the satisfaction he sho-
wed at the press conference he
held, there is no doubt that Minis-
ter ‘Hameed and the Government
of Sri Lanka have responded in 2

way that was expected of a lead-
ing non-aligned country, ‘espe-
cially its  current chairman.
Dr. Ghaly said he had discussed
not only all matters like Disarma-
ment, Decolonisation, and others
of significance to the non-aligned
movement but also the topical
question of the Israeli invasion of
South Lebanon.

His press conference had a tairly
good coverage in the local daily
press as the extracts cited below
will indicate:

The Sun 23/3—

““Sri Lanka responses to any ini-
tiative of peace' said the visiting
Egyptian Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs, Dr. Boutros Ghaly in reply
to a question asked yesterday regard-
ing Sri Lanka's position on the Egyp-
tian peace initiatives in West Asia.
Dr. Ghaly arrived in Sri Lanka after
visiting Yugeslavia and India.  His
mission was to brief the three leading
Non-Aligned nations on Egypt's stand
in bringing about a settlement in
the West Asia region. Dr. Ghaly
said the policy of ditarmament, colo-
nization and lsrael’s aggression into
Southern Lebanon a5 well as the
forthcoming  Non-Aligned meetings
in Kabul and Belgrade as well as the
UN =pecial sessions on disarmament
were the main topics of discussions
with Sri Lanka leaders. A former
journalist kimself Dr. Ghaly told
newsmen that President Anwar Sadat
of Egypt was a ‘‘flexible man. He
was looking for new methods of esta-
blishing peace ' in the region. His
visit to ferusalem was only in search
of such a new method. He wished
to accelerate this process of peace
and he was prepared to do it through
Geneva, mediation, the good offices
of the United States or even through
direct contact. He would not hesitate
to go to oll parts of the world to ach-
ieve peace,  However. Dr. Ghaly
pointed out that lsrael was following
a very rigid policy and without the
right of self determination for the
three ‘million Palestinians there could
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be no peace in thr region. “'The Israeli
is do not understand the philosophy
of non-alignment. They do not know
how to cope with a philesophical
approach in achieving peace’”. He
added that the lsraeli incursions into
Southern Lebanon late lost
had shown a negative policy by lsrael
and this had now become a new obs-
tacle in the quest for peace. He soid
that it was now difficult to negotiate
peace until Israel withdraws from
Lebanon. He answered in the affir-
mative when asked whether the Egyp-
ticn-lsraeli peace negotiations had
proved unguccessft . Refer-
ring ‘to inter-Arab disputes, Dr. Gkaly
said that they were highly exaggera-
ted ond added that there was always
disputes among brothers and those
were more difficult to solve. He sta-
ted that there will contiftue to be
these disputes but that they must
be solved peacefully within the Arab
framework. Dr. Ghaly observed that
the Palestinians should decide for
themselves what they desired in West
Asia. The Egyptian: had no mandate
nor any trusteeship to speak on that
aspect. However, one thing was
certain and that was that without
the right of self-determination of
the Palestinicns there could be no
peace in West Asia. There could be
no direction towards this end, he
said without lzreeli withdrawal from
territory captured on fune 5, 1967
and without the recognition of the
Palestinians in the Gaza and the
West Bonk. ‘‘We will continue to-
wards this end,” he added. In con-
clusion Dr. Ghaly observed that he
was leaving Sri Lanka with ‘g [ittle
frustration.” This frustration he
said was for having come only on
official business. *I told your Foreign
Minister,”” he gaid, '‘the next time
! I come it will be as a tourist to spend
a week here with my wife holidaying.”
The Ceylon Daily News, 23/3—

“Egypt's Minizter of State for
Foreign Aff irs Mr. Boutros Ghaly
who has been visiting key-non-aligned
nations as President Sadat’s speecial
envoy to whip up support on some
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weelk

important  international  questions
including the Aiddle East peace
initiative said yisterday that lsrael’s
aggression against Lebanon had pro-
ved an cbstacle to Middle East peace.
Mr. Ghaly who had earlier visited
Yugoslavia and India a5 special en-
voy and who was in Sri Lanka briefly
for discussions with Sri Lanka lea-
ders said that President Sodat was
willing to go anywhere in pursuit
of his quest for peace in the Middle
East. But his peace initiative started
late lait year had received a set-
buck by fsrael's aggression against
Lebanon. Mr. Ghaly said that there
could he no peace in the Middle East
without the concurrence and support
of the Palestinians and the recogni-
tion of self-determination for the
Palestinian people.  The Minister
said that during his discussions with
President Mr, J. R. Jayawardene
and other Sri Lanka leaders he bro-
ught up three questions—non-cligh-
ment, development of bilateral re-
lations between Egypt and Sri Lanka
and the democratisation of the Third
World. Mr. Ghaly said that Egypt
was not against the Super Powers
but the idea was to diminish the
importance of the Super-Powers in
the attempt to solve the problems
confronting Third World countries.
The visiting Minister underlined that
everytting must be done to obtain
peace in the Middle East. He granted
that there were differences between
the Arab countries. But these dif-
ferences were not in regard to the
long-term objective of peace but in
connection with the means to achieve
that peace. Mr. Ghaly said he was
heppy with the response he had in
Sri Lanka in regard to the main issues
he hgd discussed. He felt that Sri
Lanka would always support the
idea of self-determination for the
Palestinians. The Minister who was
on President Sadat's delegation on
his historic peace mission to feru-
salem said he hoped that Israel was
sincere in its efforts to find a solu-
tion to the Middle East problem.
“You must undertsand that the Middle

Dr. Boutros Ghaly

East conflict is 30 years old and it iz -
not easy to find a solution to it in a
short time,” Still Mr. Ghaly thought
that Israel's negative attitude as had
been evinced recently made a solu-
tion to this long-standing problem
difficult especially because of Israel’s
latest aggression in Lebgnon and its
refusal to consider the question of
self-determination for the three mil-
lion Palestinians. Mr. Ghaly said
that one of the questions he discussed
here was the upcoming special session
of the United Nations on disarma-
ment initiated by the non-aligned
community. He conceded that this
was not a simple issue and it was
different to talk of disarmament
when there were problems such as
decolonisation that had to be solved.
Disarmament he said was a long-
term policy and it was only after
settling* questions of decolonization
that one could really sit down to talk
in terms of global disarmament.
But while agreeing that disarmament
was a difficult issue he said that
still it was a question that had to be
pursved. He discussed the non-aligned
meeting in Kabul which would be held
in preparation for the special seisions
in New York. Mr. Ghaly said that
he alzo discussed in Sri Lanka the
possibilities of economic co-operation
between Egypt and Sri Lanka. Ear-
lier yesterday he had visited the
Mahaweli diversion project near Kandy
and said that Egypt had experience
in irrigated agriculture and there
were possibilities for co-operation in
this field. Asked about the diffe-
rences among Arab countries over
President Sadat's peace mission and
the non-attendance of some coun-
tries at the Cairo talks, Mr. Ghaly
said that Egypt was still ready to
invite them again in pursuit of peace.”

The Daily Mirror 23/3—

“Dr. Boutros Ghaly, Minister of
State for Foreign Affairs of the Arab
Republic of Egypt who leaves Sri
Lonka today after a two-day visit
told d news conference last night
that his country which had experi-
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Dest Relief

_:encg of  both free trade zones and
agriculturcl and power projects would |

| agsist Sri Lanka; Dr. Ghaly said Egypt

had __eéperience-of free trade zones

at Port Said and Suez and would
place this experience at Sri Lanka's
disposal. “*Az for agricuitural irriga-
tion we have been doing it for seven

_thousand years and here too, Egypt

would assist Sri Lanka,'' he said. Dr.
Ghally vizited Polgolla. yesterday by
helicopter and said he was very im-
pressed by the work being done there.
He said that a5 far a5 econemic co-
operation between the two countries
waz . concerned Egypt would offer
Sri. Lanka qssistance not only on a
technical and individual basis but
also through organisations in the
Arab world. There were organisations
created by the Arab lLeague and the
Organization of African Unity which
had set apart two billicn dellars
and Sri Lanka would receive special
funds from theze organizations for
fedzibility studies and other formsz of
aid. He said Egypt and Sii Lanka
had been very close friends since
the days of Bandung. Both countries
had the zame gshirations and both
believed in  peaceful co-existence.
There had been a very useful ex-
change cf views during the diseus-
sions he had specially on how to
diminish the influence of the supcr
powers  and en preparations for the
conferences of Foreign Ministers at
Kabul. and Belgrade.  Questioned
about the .wutcome of his talks here
on the situation in Lebabon and the
United Nations' resolutions he said
that Sti Lanka had always responded
to any initiative towards peace. The
recent developments in Lebanon had
interrupted.  the diglogue between
Egypt and lsrgel and a great deal
would now depend an the good offices
of the US Government. Dr. Ghaly
said “*Sri Lanka was the last lap on
kis. present four because one always
keeps. nice things for the end.”?

It is-to be hoped that Dr. Ghzlyls

visit will induce Sri. Lanka's Fore-
ign Minister. and government to

take an active interest in political

7o

developments in  the world—and
not be concerned sc.nely. with pro-
moting the FTZ, trad: and tourism.
There are many urgent matters
of great importance impinging on
the non-aligned world; none more
urgently that the complicated situ-
ation in Zimbabwe.

Minister Hameed has to catch
up with events in Asia, Africa
and Latin America, and we look
forward to studied, careful, cau-
tious apnd appropriate statements
on all matters of importence.

R PRES

BETWEEN THE LINES
BY SERENDIB

o UNCTAD e Trilateral
Commission ® Declining

DEBT  RELIEF:  Mipister .Lalith
Athulathmudali has, according to
reports in the local papers? covered
himsely with glory at the UNCTAD
Conference in  Geneva from March
6 to |l. He was elected the Presi-
dent of the meeting. It ig not clear
what part he had played in helping
to get the compromise consensus
resolution  adopted by the unp-
animously |l6-member board of
the UNCTAD on the easing of the
debt problem. It was very much
of a Sri Lanka show with Gamini
Corea, the Secretary General, 2nd
Lzlith Athylachmudali  as  Presi-
dent of the Conference. Gamini
Corea has done a great deal of
spade work on the third world
debt question and the choice of
Lalith was probably a gesture to
Sri Lanka for the good work done
by the Secretary Geperal. It must
also be remembered that Sti Lanka
is. chairman of the non-aligned
movement and thi Non-Aligned
Summit. raised this question of
debt, relief .and the . new inter-

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

~ national economic order, Anyway,

it was a special honour for Lalith
Athulathmudali who seems to have
risen to the occasion.

Sri lLapka z2ltco had another
Minister. Ropnie de Mel, in at-
tendance at the UMNCTAD Con-
ference but he did not seem to
have had the imprimatur of Presi
dent Jayawardene. He has re-
turped to Colombo without com-
pleting the European odyssey he
had outlined at the press con-
ference on 19.2.78, ostensibly to
meet  Vice  President Hopper
of the World Bank. Many believe
that the Hopper meeting was an
excellent face saving excusefor his
recall. Now Lalith will be the only
Sri Lankan Minister in orbit in
Europe.

In regard to debt relief it is
known that the Trilateral Com-
mission which is the transnatiopal
force behind the Carter Adminis-
tration had decided to advise all
rich industrialised governments in
which it had influence to adopt
a new strategy towards Third
World countries. The main reason
for the strategy is no doubt to
win over Third VVorld countries
and there was nothing better than
to exhibit a copciliatory and syms
pathetic attitude on the debt ques-
tien. VWhether this sympathy
will be translated into real action
in the long run is another matter,
but an outward display of sym-
pathy is not merely a tactical de-
vice but was something that has
beccme necessary, at this stage, '
because debt relief has become
an Imperative essential to save
the capitalist system, (or what is
left of it), from serious dislocation
and breakdown. Many responsible
commentators  have  categorically
stated that if the Trilateral Com-
migssien had not intervened, the
rich ipdustrialised nations could
not have been persuaded to soften
even to the extent they did.
TRILATERAL  COMMISSION: Much
has been written about it, but in
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a letter to the Times of India, New
Delhi edition, 2/3/78, Jag Mohan
commenting on 2a book review
in that paper, entitled “DEMO-
CRACY, ZERO GROWTH" by
Maurice Golding, succinctly sum-
med up the position: “Sir, it is
belatedly that your paper has pub-
lished at least some material about
the Trilateral Commission (Feb-
ruary 25), even though it was with
reference to a French book. India
and the developing countries have
to be on guard against the preda-
tory activities of the Trilateral Com-
mission, now five years old. This
Commission is an updated version
of the Bilderberg Group, an Anglo-
American think-tank force, which
aimed at puttipg the non-aligned
world in 2n economic straight-
jacker. It will be of interest to
your readers to note that apart
from Jimmy Carter, Walter Mon-
dale, Zbignew Brezezinski, Cyrus

Vance, Warren Christopher and
Richard Holbrooke (all of the
Carter Administration), the Trila-

teral Commission has among its
members, Hedley Donovan (Edi-
tor-in-Chief, Time) and David
Rockefeller. This brother of the
former American Vice-President,
Nelson Rockefeller, is in fact the
founder of the Commission and the
chief source of the Commission’s
enormous funds. In the Japanese
contingent of the Commission’s
members are the heads of the
Bapk of Tokyo, and the Sumitomo,
Fuji, Mitsui and Dai-Ichi Banks.
Numbering sixty, they are the
Zaibatsu leaders of today’s lapan.
Among the European members are
the head of the Barclay’'s Bank,
the French financier, Edmeond de
Rothschild, and John London, Pre-
sident of the Royal Dutch-Shell.
This is a veritable trade union of
bankers and oil producers.”
“Rebert Manning in an article
published in the Far Eastern Econo-
mic Review, noted that the Trila-
teral Commission ‘is not a social
club for the elite or a job place-
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ment agency for the democratic
administration And he added:
‘it has drawn up concrete proposals
for revising 2nd modernising global
institutions to move from Kis-
singer’s  Metternichian  juggling
act to a post-Bretton Woods, post
Vietnam world order.' The Tri-
.ateral Commission wants to re-
place the ‘balance-of-power’ poli-
tics ~by ‘world-order’ politics,
for which several models have
been drawn up. Brzezinski, who
guides the think-tank force, is an
advocate  of ‘architectural ap-
roach’ to world politics as against
‘the acrobatic foreign policy’ of
Kissinger.  The book, The Crisis
in Democracy meptioned by Mr.
Dileep Padgaonkar is also aimed
at such an ‘architectural approach’.
Let me quote opne more passage
from Manning’s article, which is
of extreme relevance to India and
the third world countries: ‘The
thrust of the Trilateral game-plan
is a renovation of the world eco-
nomic. system—restoring stable ex-

change rates, overhauling and
strengthening institutions such
as the World Bank, the Inter-

national Monetary Fund and General
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
and evolving a common position
among the Trilateral countries,
which after setting their respective
economic houses in order could
co-ordinate their approach towards
the 'socialist bloc and the third
world. The key task in the Com-
mifsion’s version of managerial geo-
politics is the management of in-
terdependence. The developing
countries need the aid, technology,
know-how and markets of the
Trilateral World. The Trilateral
countries increasingly need the de-
veloping countries, as sources of
raw materials, as export markets
and most important of all as cons-
tructive partners in the creation
of a stable world order.” Apd all
this is not from a communist pub-
lication, but from the Far Eastern
Economic Review. | wonder whether

Carter's Think—Tank

the latest move on the part 6f West .
to write off the debt of the third
world has been inspired by the |
Trilateral Commission.' 3 .

Nothing, as far a5 we know,
has been published in Sri Lapka
about the Trilateral Commission.
It is time that this sad default is
made good.

MYSTERY OF THE DOLLAR: For
several months now, the US dollar
has been slipping on the weorld
currency markets. Less than a
year ago the dollar rate to the
Swiss franc was 2.50: in the first
weeek of March it was quoted at
1.82. It has slipped still further
after that. It is still slipping.: The
dollar has depreciated even more
disastrously vis a vis the Woest
German deutschmark and the Japa-
nese yen. United States  ex-
perts and bankers have wanted
West Germany and lapan to in-
flate their economies to offset the
fall of the dollar—and not merely
endeavour to support the dollar

on the currency markets. The
British pound sterling has im-
proved its position considerably

whilst the dollar has slipped, and
this revealed many serious diffe-
rences between the UK and US.
The weakening of the US dollar
has undoubtedly adversely affected
some of the richest countries in
the world. A West German banker
had told a British news
paper in  February: “last year
the Bundesbank had to write of
DM 7.2 billion because of dollar
depreciation which were funds that
could have been invested ip the
economy."’

The fall of the dollar has far-
ranging political, economic, com-
mercial and social implications. No
expert has yet worked out the
implications so far as the Sri Lanka
rupee is concerned, but the details
have been worked out for India.
“Indian businessmen would find
that their CIF quotes could vary
considerably—in the West German
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“Saving'’ The Dollar?

market for example, a buyer of

Indian goods quoted in US dollar
would find that he has benefited

" by nearly ten percent in last eight

weeks., There are also national
implications. India's foreign ex-
change reserves dropped by- Rs. 131
crores because of readjustment of
the rupee/dollar rate  early
in February, reflecting the grow-
ing strength of the rupee. Gold
price celebrated the fresh bout
of currency uncertainty by surging
above the $ 180 per ounce mark.”

Examining the reasons geperal-
ly attributed for the fall in the
value of the dollar the commen-
tator stated: “The upcertainty
about the dollar’s future has bla-
med on the prolonged miners’
strike in the US. There was also
talk of the US resorting to some
form of capital controls of foreign
borrowing to bolster its balance
of payments position. But such
arguments only tend to distract
attention from the real issue and
from the need to deal with the
oil deficit. The heart of the matter
is that the US will not take any
further steps to support the dollar
until the West Germans take steps
to reflate their economy....West
German businessmen are appre-
hensive about the growing appre-
ciation of the mark as exports
tend to fall and imports rise. The
German economy, so structured
that it is heavily dependent on ex-
ports, is being affected by the
dollar's decline, recent Scandina-
vian devaluations and the growing
weakness of the French frane.
The Woest Germans argue that
the US government should wake
up and halt the dollars’ slide.
The OPEC countries are also wor-
ried about the current situation.
The Saudi Government suggested
recently that if the present trend
in dollar value continued, there
might be second thoughts about
keeping Saudi cash in American
securities and investments. The

other OPEC nations are talking
about a ‘currency Lisket’ formula
for oil pricing.”

The commentator concluded
by referring to some of the impli-
cations valid for Western Europe:
“The fall in dollar's value will cop-
tinue until the US Government
resolves the problem of its trade
deficit largely caused by oil im-
ports and poor export performance.
The health of the deollar is no more
a domestic issue because it is dama-
ging the level of demand in Wes-
tern Europe. And this means jobs.
It is a political issue, a question
of pride for the Carter adminis-
tration. The talk about a dollar
devaluation sounds far fetched but
not entirely impossible. The cur-
rent weakness of the franc and
the prospects of a left-wing gov-
ernment in France further compli-
cate the matter.”

Washington, it is believed by
many, has let the dollar slide down
because it was in itsinterest to do
s0—US exports now have a better
chance on the world markets. |t
also wanted, it is said. West Ger-
many and Japan to take positive
steps to re-order their economies
to help the US-dominated capita-
list system. And this they have
now done—because the further fall
in the value of the US dollar would
have compelled the OPEC coun-
tries to end the freeze in oil prices
and increase prices and any such
increase in oil prices would have
brought fresh complications in the
economies of Germany and Japan.

On March 13, according to
Reuters, “‘West Germany and the
United States announced a major
new co-operative effort aimed at
supporting the dollar which has
been falling for months on the
increasingly anxious foreign ex-
change markets. The plap, an-
nounced simultaneously in Bonp
and in Washington, allows for bil-
lions of dollars worth of cash to be
made available so that dollars cap

be bought back on the markets
if the US currency runs into more
trouble. Under the agreement,
West Germany has doubled the
amount of credit that it has ex-
tended to the United States to
four billion dollars. This can be
used by the American authorities
for interventions on the mar-
kets if they become disorderly.
The US Treasury has also arranged
for the sale of credits worth around
$ 70 millions to the West German
Central Bapk
order to purchase marks. The
marks can then be used to inter-
vene on markets and buy dollars.
The transfer to West Germany
is in the form of ‘Special Drawing
Rights'. The US would draw fur-
ther on its reserves in the Inter-
national Monetary Fund to acquire
additional foveign  exchange if
and when necessary.”

On the same day, Japan “bowing
to pressure from its trading part-
ners has agreed to an import pack-
age of one billion dollars or more
which may also aid Asian airlines.
The package, announced on Satur-
day, is aimed at easing pressure
on the yen which has been rising

against the Woestern currencies
because of Japan's large trade
surplus. Under the proposals,

Yapan will make advance payment
for imports and purchase of Aijr-
buses from Europe which it will
lease to Asian airlines.  Reports
say that the airlines of former
European colonies in Asia will be
offered the Airbuses on lease. Ex-
cluding the airline proposal, the
package does not contain anything
that would help developing coun-
tries since the items to be pur-
chased by Japan are not those that
the  developing countries cap
supply. The package is meant to
benefic Japan's Western trading
partners. The coommodities that
Japan plans to buy include iron ore
pellets and pelletised pig iron
which will be stock-piled for future

TRIBUNE April |, 1978

(Dundesban K}y in -



tse. About five million tonnes
of crude oil will also be stored in
idle tankers.”

But, in spite of these measures,
at the time of writing, the dollar
" continues to slip. Why} Is it be-
cause the US and its dominant
* group of bapkers want a devalus-
tion of the dollar? The coitlement
of the US coal strike at the end of
February was supposed tc have
pullsd® the dollar back from the
point of no return on the inter-
national markets,

The new co-ordination bet-
ween elements in the Carter ad-
ministration and Western Euro-
'pean capital banks led to a series
of measures in mid-March: the
US, Federal Reserve began to in-
tervene in support of the dollar,
the Swiss took action to prevent
capital flight from the dellar into
the Swiss franc—the Swiss lowered
central bank rates to all-time low
to discourage loosz funds from seek-
ing refuge in Switzerland and ex-
tended alresdy existing exchange
controls to impose pupitive taxes
on foreign deposits of Swiss francs.

But will all this help? Hzs the
general crisis of capitalism, which
Marxists talk about, taken a new
turn for the worsel Is this why
‘Time magazine of March 13 has a
cover story about Socialism in the
world.  “Self-proclaimed socialists
of one variety or  another
goverpments rule 53 of the world’s
sovereign States, controlling 399,
of its territory and 429 of its
population”.  Time seels to ex-
plain why people and countries
were falling for ‘‘socialism” and
also to show that “socialism rarely
delivers”’, and Time ‘‘offers an ana-
lysis of socialism's promise com-
pared with performances'.

In ‘this the Trilateral Commis«

, slon’s, (remember Time editor is a
Trilateral) new effort to “save”
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the world _fr‘azﬁ séciaiism—'?

This

new effort h:s been going on for
sometime. Carter, in January,

threatened Westerr, Eurepe with
dire copsequences if communists
and allies were taken into govern-
ments. But there is an unmistakable
leftward trend in Eurcpe. But
more important than socialism and
lefeward swings is the fate of the
dollar?

What are the chances of the
dollar surviving as an international
reserve currency and the chances
of the US eccnomy staging a quick
recovery! This is a question that
is difficult to answer. The continued
downward plunge of the devas-
tated dollar prompted an editorial
comment on February 28 in Swit-
zerland’s leading newspaper Neue
Zuercher Zeitung sald: “Washing-
ton does not know what it is doing
or why it is doing it. That is not
in America’s long-term seli-interest.
America’s capacity for leader-
ship has been gravely damaged.
The fall of the dollar undermines
the foundation of the world edi-
fice. Strong finance and a strong
currency are the basis for pational
sovereignty,....... ¥

Various solutions have been SLg-
gested to ''save  the dollar”. The
economists in the Carter .Admi-
nistration do net want to adopt
these remedies. Other ‘'save the
dollar” papaceas seem too far-
fetched to be ' realistic eg, the
demand to go back to a gold-
bacled international  monetary
syster.

What pext for the dollar and
world capitalism?
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" QUIDNUNCS

“Bollar's Fitiare

0 '(ur're'.nc.y Noiesiz_ 'Teﬁ' :

der @ Tractor  Tenders
® Textile Scandal

A QUIDNUNC, . according to
the Shorter Oxford Dictionary,
is "one who is constantly ask-
|.ing ‘what pow?’, 'what news? |
ihence an inquisitive person, 4 |
| gossip. The word comes froem
the Latin, quid (what) nunc
| {now)}—whdat now?—and is de-
fined in Websters Dictionary
| as “one who seeks to know all
the latest gossip.” Our own
era, especially in Sri Lanka, is
| admittedly  the  Quidnuncs}
Golden Age. Gossip is now a
marketable commeodity.  The
stories our, Quidnuncs bring are
based on a substratum of truth
and Tribune publishes them only
if the fire from which the smoke
has arisen has some kind of
reality. Apart from a few kite-
flying stories to provoke inves-
tigation, most stories in this
column have bite enough for
a daily paper to go to town
with a banner headline.

*CURRENCY MOTES' TEN-
PER. QUIDNUNCS report that
all seems to be well in regard to
the tender for currepncy motes.
In the Tribune of March 4 our quid-
nuncy had raised some important
questions about the proposed tes-
der for the printing of new cur-
rency notes. They had beep aghast
that some bright sparks in the
Treasury (Ministry of -Finance) had
tried 1o get some changts Intro-
duced in the tender condltidns—-
evidently to suit Some partrcnlar
tenderer (of tenderers) and to
pre- empt others from partlcnpatrng
in the tender. There ard various
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Jenders Galore

- versions floating arcund (with our
currency floating everything floats)
as what alterations were sought,
but they do not matter pow. In
any event, the original Tender
specifications and conditions, based
on the Bank of England’s model—
we are still very much British
and Commonwealth—have gone out
to all high-quality printers of cur-
rency notes the world over includ-
ing two or three in Asia. All's
well that ends well. In the mean-
time, some bureaucrats and VIPs
are anxious to know how Tribune
quidnuncs got on to this matter
especially when they were not in-
volved in the Wild Life show which
was made a backdrop for high-
powered lobbying for grabbing the
Sri Lapka currency printing order.
The only new clause added to the
tender was that “canvassing”” would
disqualify a participating tenderer.

*TRACTOR TENDERS. Our
Quidnuncs were able to pick up
bits of gossip, that throws more
light on our Confidentially story
of February 4, Tractors, Tenders,
Human Nature. This was a piece on
how the Tractor Corporation pla-
ced orders for Kubota and Yanmar
two-wheeled tractors on what were
alleged to be “tenders'’’. One guid-
nunc has sent in a report Stating
that ‘“‘since the revealing article
in the Tribune nothing has happened
..The Ministry inquiry is on, the
Auditor General is asking ques-
tions but Tractors and Tenders
remain exactly whzare they were.
Bar the shouting the tender has
been awarded and everybody is
sitting pretty. The quidnunc goes
on to say: ‘‘In the Tribune article
references were made to the Chair-
man of the Tractor Corporation and
his lengthy stay in Japan”. Our
quidnunc has asked a number of
questions in this connection: was
the Chairman during, his stay in
Japan a guest/of the Firm or Firms
that were awarded the tender!
Did not one firm get about 15% of

"

the order while the other firm
about 85%? Whert did the Chair-
man stay in Japan? Mhen he stayed
in Hotels, asks the gquidnuncs, who
paid for the luxury suits? The
quidnunc goes on to ask: Could
this not be verified from the Cor-
poration itself? Did he, as required
under the Exchange Control Act
tender the bills in respect of his
expenses? If not, why not? Fur-
ther, should not he name the
Hotels in which he stayed? Will it
not then be possible to find out
who footed the bills? Is it also not
strange that all these years the
difference in the offers of both
these Firms were only a few rupees,
whereas on the last tender the
difference was nearly Rs. 500/-
on each machine? Did not the
higher-price tenderer get 859 of
the order and the lower 159 and
that by this preference for the
higher priced tractors did the coun-
try not lose nearly a million rupees
in foreign exchange! Wasp't a
fraction of this enough to pay
hotel bills?

TEXTILE SCANDAL: For many
weeks now, there were in the
daily newspapers little items about
a major textile import scandal. It
was reported that the importers
awarded tenders to import synthe-
tic saree material (nylex etc) had
brought in other material like
ployester etc., which was not in-
cluded in the licence. The import
documents evidently conformed to
the government's import licences,
but on a tip-off, the consignments
were examined and it was found
that there were other material
which could not be called “saree
material’’. And, finally, the daily
papers on March 20, 21 and 22
reported that one firm had been
fined Rs. 25.5 million with the
goods belng confiscated. In the
case of the second firm, no penalty
was imposed but the goods are
said to have been ‘'‘requisitioned”
(for which payment will probably
be made).

Whilst the so-called national
dailies from the Lake House, Times
and Gunasena groups mentipned
no nemes, the party dailies Ding-
kara and the Aththa on 21/3 and
20/3 published the names of the
firms and some of the tycoons
connected with them. Our Quid-
nunc: have been busy ferretting
out as much information as pos-
sible and we set out below what
they have discovered so far. If the
details they have unearthed need
clarification or amplification or
explanation, and if the parties in-
volved feel that our report is in-
correct in any detail, we will be
happy to publish corrections and
amplifications. And if any of the
questions we raise point an ac-
cusing finger, it is not motivated
by any malice but solely by public
interest.

According to the Quidnuncs, the
story goes back to a time shortly
after the UNP came to power
in 1977. Mr. J. R. Jayawardene
felt (quite rightly) that there was a
vast hunger for synthetic sarees
or nylex sarees among the women
folk and with the IMF granting the
first stand-by credit, the govern-
ment decided to import sufficient
synthetic saree material to satisfy
this demapd—to saturation—before
X'mas and New Year, When this
was known, the tycoons who run
the local Synthetic Textiles Manu-
facturing Association told the
bureaucrats handling the subject
that they could produce all the
necessary saree material Jocally.
Bureaucrats were persuaded to ac-
cept this and the original idea
of importing this material was
dropped. But, at the end of Octo-
#ber or early November it was
found that the lecal manufacturers
could not meet even a fraction of
the demand. Thereupon. a fresh
decision wag taken to import syn-
thetic saree material,

Quidnuncs say that sealed quota®
tions were invited from firms which
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‘could handle big quantities. There-
upon, our Quidnunc: say Cyntex
Ltd., had quoted US cents -[50 a
yard for plain synthetic saree mate-
rial and -[55 cts. a yard for printed.
Paragons Ltd., had quoted US cts.
-[40 a yard for plain and -/45 for
printed. Only one other firm,
Kundanmals had quoted, but their
prices are not kpown and in any
cage they did not get an order;
on the basis of these quotations
Cyntex Ltd., was given an order
for 2 million yards and Paragon
Ltd., | million yards. Both firms
had indicated that they would bring
.in a substantial part of their res-
pective orders before X'mas —
if necessary by air.

The first question raised by our
Quidnuncs is why Cyntex Ltd.,
which had quoted higher was given
an order for 2 million yards whilst
the firm quoting the lower figure
was given only | million yards.
Ordinary persons cannot be blamed
if they think that Cyntex Ltd.,
was given the larger quantity at a
higher price was because it was
an A. Y. 5. Gnanam show and Gna-
nam was a blue-eyed favourite of
the powers that be. Of course,
the bureaucrats who placed the
order say that Cyntex Ltd., had
promised to bring in a higher quality
saree material thap the quality the
lower-priced rival could possibly
bring. What Quidnuncs have not
yet been able to find out is whe-
ther the material imported by
Cyntex was of a higher quality
than the Paragon imports. This
is ona of the unanswered questions
which peeds further probing. Un-
less satisfactory answers are forth-
coming, it would be reasonable
to copclude that Gpanam and
Cyntex Ltd., had been “favoured”
by the bureaucrats and allowed
to make a greater profit—contrary
to public interest.

The second stage of this drama
starts with the arrival of the con-
signments. It is not clear how much
was air-freighted and how much
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came by sea. But, what is important
is that none >f it came ip time
for X'mas and New Year. Of course,
the 3 million yards will be available
for the Siphala and Tamil New
Year—if the Salu Sala and the Co-
ops can rise up to the occasion.
But with the arrival of the consign-
ments came tip-offs which made
it necessary for the Customs and
the Authorities to re-check and
re-scrutinise the consignments. If
newspaper reports are to be be-
lieved, the examination were con-
ducted through “'raids'. The out-
come of the raids, it has been re-
vealed in the daily newspapers,
was that both consignments did
not conform to the import licences
issued by government—which were
only for synthetic saree material,
popularly known as nylex.

In the case of the Paragons con-
signment it was found that a certain
percentage (259 to 30%) was
polyester and there also was a
quantity of lace (saree) material.
It was argued that polyester could
be used for sarees and that lace
was only for sarees. Evidently, the
investigating bureaucrats refused to
accept these contentions, and this
firm was fined Rs. 25.5 million asg
penalty and the entire consign-
ment of | million yards was ‘‘con-
fiscated.” Pzragons have appealed.

In the case of Cyntex Ltd., it
was found that what was imported
was synthetic material of 32''—36"’
width and not the regular standard
saree width of 45,,. The 32""—36"
width material is wusually used
for shirtg, blousesand garments.
Quidnuncs say that Gnanam and
Cyntex had argued that they hud
enough machines to cut and stitch
the smaller width pieces to make
the 45" saree material. Quidnuncs
say that women will not like to
have a patched up saree even if it
has the blessings of Gnanam apd
Cyntex. In any event, what is im-
portant is that the bureaucrats
seem to have accepted this expla-

Cyntex And Parcgon

nation and have not imposed a
penalty on Cyntex Ltd., and instead
of confiscating the goods, they °
have been ‘‘requisitioned’. And.
“requisitioned™ goods are paid for.

The second question worrying
the Quidnuncs is why Paragon’s
explanations were not accepted by
the inquiring bureaucrats if Cyntex's
arguments were accepted. There
is no doubt that, polyester can be
used as saree material and 45"
lace can be regarded as saree mate-
rial much more than 32"—36"
synthetic material.

There is no doubt that if "the
UNP government wants to main-
tain its credibility with the public
it must inquire (1) why bureau-
crats awarded the 2 million yards

Notice Under Section 7 of
The Land Acquisition Act
(chapter 460) as amended
by the Land Acquisition
(Amendment) Act No. 28
of 1964
Ref. No, EA/4/153
It is intended to acquire the
the land described in the sche-
dule below for a public purpose.
For further particulars please
see the Gazette of the Republic
of Sri Lanka No. 310 (Pare )
of 23/03/1978.
S. Panditha
Land Acquiring Officer,
Galle District.
Kachcheri,
Galle.
8-3-1978
Schedule
Name of Land— Katukelewatta
and Ketakalawatta
Situation— Galgamuwa village
in the Grama Sevaka's Di-
vision of Pedinnoruwa in the
D.R.O. Division of Four Gra-
vets,. Akmeemana, Galle |
District. |
Plan and Lot No.— Lot | in
P.P. GAA. 1290.
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order to Cyntex Ltd., when they
had before them a lower quotation
from Paragons. But, if the Cyntex
material was to be of higher quality,
then why place an order for the
poorer Paragon’s material? (2) Why
bureaucrats were willing to accept
the Cyntex explanation that the
32"-36" width could be regarded
as ‘‘saree material'’ because it
could be cut, stitched and tailored
to make a 45" width—whilst re-
jecting a similar contention of

Paragons regarding p?]yester and
lace material? .

After due .inquiries, the govern-
ment must take appropriate action
to safeguard its reputation. As far
as our Quidnuncs can see, both
Cyntex and Paragens have to be
treated on an equal footing that
penalties must be imposed on both,
and also a decision made whether
the goods must be confiscated
without compensation or re-
quisitioned with payments? '

The case of the 3 million yards
of “synthetic saree material’’ im-
ported by Cyntex and Paragons,
Quidnuncs assert, provide the gov-
ernment with an excellent oppor-
tunity to show its bona fides regard-
ing irregularities that stem from
the actions of bureaucrats who
seem to specialise in making wrong
decisions. If the government per-
mits to bureaucrats to have the
way in these matters, then dooms-
day will come sooner than expected,

SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

March 11 — March 16

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRl LANKA AND THE WORLD
COMPILED FROM DAILY NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHED IN COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—Ceylon Daily Mirror;
CO—Ceylon Observer; S$T—Sunday Times; CM—Dina-
mina; LD—Llankadipa; VK—Virakesari; ATH—Aththa;
SM—Silumina; SLD—Sri  Lankadipa; JD—lanadina;
DP—Dinapathi; SU—Sun; DW-—Dawasa; CM—Chintha-
mani; WK—Weekend; RR—Rivirasa; EN—Eelanadu;
IDPR—Information Department Press Release; DK—
Dinakara.

SATURDAY, MARCH |Il: It is wrong to assume
that our people want everything free; they are pre-
pared to offer their toil and sweat to any government
which launches a programme of work for the benefit
of the country and the natien; this government is deter-
mined to offer such a programme to the people said
the PM in the NSA yesterday. The Greater Colombo
Economic Commission is considering the setting up of
another investment promotion zone in addition to the
600 acre Katunayake area—in the Biyagama electorate.
Incentives to be offered by the GCEC to investors in
the investment promotion zone will be released in full
tomorrow. A large quantity of synthetic seree mate-
rials was siezed by the Price Control men from a leading
synthetic textile manufacturer in Colombo yesterday.
21 thousand tons of wheat flour will be donated to Sri
Lanka by the Canadian government during this year.
Teachers who had not completed five year'sservice in
difficult areas would be sent back to such areas to com-
plete it before they are posted to popular stations—CDN.
The Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Sports yester-
day raised a matter of priviledge in the NSA on a series
of articles appearing in the newspaper Sun culminating
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with the article ajppearing on March I, written by a
‘learned counsel. Internationally renowned bankers
from abroad who are in Sri Lanka now have expressed
their willingness to invest in multi-million dollar pro-
jects here—CDM. All rural police stations in the island

have been alerted to be in readiness for possible raids

by armed gangs on banking institutions in those areas. A
meeting of leaders of parties was held last Wednesday
and it was decided that the elections should be based
on the 1977 election list—SU. The Textile Corporation
has stopped issuing textiles to the Salusala because it
owes the corporation Rs. |l million—LD. Mrs. Sirimavo
Bandaranaike has'filed action against ‘Lake House’ agking
for damages of Rs. 750000 for an article which she
alleges was defamatory—DK.

SUNDAY, MARCH I2: The Minister of Education
has decided that as far as possible admission to the
campuses of the University of Sri Lanka will be on ‘area
basis’; according to this decision students from Colombo
will be admitted to Colombo, Vidyodaya, Vidyalankara
and Katubedde campuses; those from the Central Pro-
vince to Peradeniya, those from Northern Province
to Jaffna Campus etc. The Department of Immigration
and Emmigration will throw a dragnet over the up-
country estete areas to seek out persons of Indian origin
who are liable to be repatriated but are believed to be
evading it. The GMOA has been successful in getting
the Establishment Code amended in respect of the
payment of a settling-in allowance to officers trans-
ferred to new stations and the payment of combined
allowance to officers cn relief duty. Legislation for the
setting up of a Legal Aid Commission to assist needy
litigants will be presented in the NSA shortly. Sri Lanka
will soon have another Hotel Training School; the ILO
has allocated 92000 US dollars worth of materials and
other equipment for the project. Fisheries banks to
provide assistance to fisherman are to be opened in
the Fishery Harbour areas and MPCS divisions in the
coastal belt—ST. The government on Friday stepped
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in to acquire by a special gazette notification the Tower
Hall, centre of the indigenous theatre revival and
forum of nationalist agitaticn in the early years of this
century—S0. The President has ordered an immediate
and complete review of the salary strucutres of more
than one million employees now in the state services
and private" sector organisations—WK. Scme MP’s of
the Previous regime who were the Chairmen of co-
oper tive societies upnder the lLand Reform Commis-
sion Thave embezzled public funds amounting to 40
million rupees—SLDP.

MOMNDAY, MARCH 12: The World Bank has reached
an agreement with the Government of Sri ylanka to
finance a comprehensive integrated rural development
scheme in Kurunegala, over a three year period. The
Buddhist Encyclopaedia, werk on which commenced
22 years ago will be completed within the next seven
years. With the ultimatum given by the President and
PM last week to Depts and Corporations to clear their
backlog of imports in the Colombo Port, something
unknown in the history has happenc. within the next
two years the Port will be empty. The World's indus-
trialised states yesterday undertook to try to help
poorer developing countries solve their debt proklems
by easing terms of loans they have already granted.
The Ministry of Industries and Scientific Affairs
has decided nct to allow any more factories within the
City of Colombo. The Ministry of Fisheries has set the
target for the production of fresh water fisn for 1978
at 25,000 tons as against the 18,000 tons produced last
year—CDN. The Customs authorities last week decided
to tighten security measures at all the exit gates in
the Port of Colombo in a bid to prevent port thefts
and large scale smuggling activities at the gates. The
Minister of Industries and Scientific Affairs will give
on long term lease ‘developed plots’ to industrialists
to put up factory buildings in the industrial estates to
carry on their own industries in a bid to develop small
industries. Sri Lanka is expected to get yet apother
100,000 tons of flour from the US under PL 480 this
year—CDM. Four divisions have been established by
the Ministry of Plan Implementation to deal with wide-
ranging subjects now under the purview of 13 different
ministries; the President as Minister of Plan Imple-
mentation will be directly supervising these four divi-
si'ons-—categorised into Agriculture, Industry, Economic
Infrastructures and Social Infrastructure. Relics of the
Lord Buddha will be brought to Sri Lanka from Kapila-
vasthupura on April 22 for public exposition; the relics
will be in Sri Lanka for 36 days to coincide with the
Wesak celebrations—WK. The Minister of Agriculture has
decided to construct an agricultural tecknical experi-
ment centre at Palekelle at a cost of Rs. 100 million.
The Fisheries Corporation is going to import 50 tons

TRIBUNE, April I, 1978

Sti Lanke Chonicie

of dry fish from Malaysia soon—LD. The porcefain fac-
tory at Rattota, constructed by the previous goverp-
ment has earned Rs. 10 million foreign exchange from
1974-77—DK. The Committee inquiring into the atti-
vities of the Gem Corporation has found that many
‘gems’ exported by the corporation to Australia and
Japan have been returned when they were found to be
coloured stones—DW. Dr. B. Sen, Secretary General
of the Asian-African Legal Consultative Committee
arrived in Sri Lanka on Sunday on a four day official
visit—IDPR No. 94. A panel of experts for international
Year of the Child 1979 consisting of governmental and
non governmental personnel with expertise in many
allied fields had their first meeting on March 2
—IDPR. No. 96.

TUESDAY, MARCH 14: Crucial decisions concern-
ing Sri Lanka's immediate and mid-term development
efforts are expected to slow from talks today between
the President and the World Bank's Vice President
for South Asia. Technical education in the country would
be broad-based with the assistance of private and in-
ternational assistance said the Minister of Education
yesterday. The National Youth Service Council has
engaged over 2700 youth in National Development
Projects that are being carried out at present in ten
districts. The establishment of an anti-waste squad in
every public and private sector institution to eliminate
waste and accelerate production h2s been proposed to
the government by the Lanka Swadeshi movement.
The Minister of Textile Industries said yesterday that
his ministry will establish a body shortly to co-ordirate
activities in various sectors in the textile industry to
eliminate waste and inefficiency and infuse stability
to the industry—CDN. Crop improvement in Sri Lanka,
considered vital to the country's agricultural pre-
grammes, will be among the research projects consi-
dered for interpational financing when the Board of
Governors of the Canada-based International Develop-
ment Research Centre meets this week. Of the storage
capacity of 840 tons only the space for 200 tons was
being utilised to store meat and vegetables; this was
revealed during the course of an inspection by the
Committee investigating the MD—CDM. The first
Presidential Commission of Inquiry to probe alleged
acts of ommisSion and commission by the previous
government is to begin sittings next month. The Minis-
ter of Education tracing back the turbulence that pre-
vailed in the University campus at Peradeniya queried
how bombs had come into the university. The autonomy
of the Ugiversity has been embodied in the Draft Uni-
versity Bill which is now ready and will shortly be placed
before the Cabinet for approval the Education Mipister
apnounced yesterday—SU. A bill is soon to be intro-
duced in the NSA to make it compulsory for the pri.
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"Vate sector and ‘the government establ:shrnents to sell
‘consumer goods at the same price—DP. The Japanese
govemrﬂent is soon to give Srilankaa gift of 1000
" buses—DM.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH I5: Job Placement Com-
mittee are now being set up in every electoate in
consultation with the MP of the area to implement
the Job Bank Scheme; these committees wil be headed
by the AGA of the area and wil consist of a represen-
tative each of the Labour department 2nd a technical
. department; the MP of the area or his representative
will serve as an observer in the Committes. The Speaker
of the NSA yesterday called for an econemic agreement
between India and Sri Lanka which would provide a
wide market for our products. A tgroup of directors
from the Asian Development Bank has just concluded
an official visit to Sri Lanka to study our development
needs and on going projects spontored by the ADB.
A committee headed by the Minister of Justice will
study the problems facing the co-operative movement
and propese remedical measures—CDN. The Colombo
Fraud Bureau has been called in to investigate the inter-
ception and tampering of certain vital mail addressed
to the Ministry of Shipping, Aviation and Tourism as
well as some mail addressed personally to the Minister.
The government will allow small-scale foreign entre-
preneurs to undertake government coptracts. Over
16,000 teachers had been transferred to various parts
of the island in 1970 by the previous government; but
the present government would not dream of doing
such a thing said the Minister of Education. The Speaker
of the NSA yesterday lashed out at technocrzts and the
bureaucrats who were ‘totally unresponsive’ to the
demands of the people, and said that if the government
followed their advice, there would be disaster—CDM.
The government has decided to take new and far reach-
ing measures in a bid to arrrest the exodus of engineers
from Sri Lapka. World Bank Vice President yesterday
described as ‘very satisfactory’ the crucial talks he held
with the Sri Lanka Presient. The government hs decided
' to provide alterpative employment in departments and
corporations to employees of Air Ceylon who will face
. retrenchment when the national carrier ceases to ope-
rate international flights from March 31—SU. District
Ministers will be appointed next April—DW. The Salu-
sala has decided to issue the 550,000 nylex sarees only
through co-operatives. Sri Lanka will buy Rs. 35 mil-
lion worth of dry fish from Pakistan—LD. The sum of
Rs. 700 perese tly paid by the Agricuural Insurance
Board in case of a crop failure will be increased to Rs.
1000 paper acre ona directive from the Minister of
" Agriculture and Lands—IDPR No. 102, A regional Seminar
of the WHO on Drug policies and management will be
held in Colombo next week~IDPR No. 103.

“THURSDAY, MARCH 16: Dr. David Hopper; World

Banl Vice President for South Asia, in his talks with
President Jayawardene hag indicated World Bapk sup-
port for Sri Lanka's major development programme—
the accelerated Mahaweli Development Project. New
directions in development regearch will be explered
at the BMICH this week, when the Board of Governers
of the Canada-based IDRC will meet from today. Lands
temporarily entrusted to the three' plantation crop
research institutes will be handed over to other staze
institutions. Foreign Affairs Migister Hameed cop-
demned the lsracli attack of Scuthern Lebanon as a
series of violations of territorial integrity of a sovereicn
nation. A special fund for the development of the city
of Colombo apd to proyide better amenities to jts iy-
habitants was launched yesterday with ipitial coptri-
buticns of Re. 1000 each from the President and the PM.
All Kachcheries in the country will soon be stream-
lined—CDN. The President will shortly appoint.a tea:m
of highly talented personnel to assist him in a massive
programme of economic develcpment. For the ,first
time here the police will introduce 2 scheme known as
‘Secret Witness' by which it would seek information
from the public to solve crime. Four campusus of the
University of Sri Lanka—Coclombe, Yidyodaya, Vidya-
lankara and Katubedde staged a token strike yesterday.
Cement in mini bags weighing 12 kg and priced at Rs.
6.50 will be put out for sale from Monday by the Ceylon
Cement *Corporation. A mini train service for the
Vihara Maha Devi Park will be gifted by lapan~CDM.
A five-member bench of the Supreme Court will tomor-
row inquire into petitions sent by individuals and various
Buddhist organisations against the admittance of a Bud-
dhist mopk a3 an Attorney-at-law in the Supreme Court.
The Salu Sala has commenced issuing 27 million yards
of textiles to co-operatives and private:distributors
for distribution to consumers during the Sinhzla and
Tamil New Year—SU. lt is not pecessary for Tamil
officers to pass the Sinhala exams for promotions accord-
ing the treasusy circular No. 700—DP. The Milk Board
takes Rs. 3.25 loss on every pound of tinned = Lakspray
sold to the consumer said the Milk Board Chairman.
Immediate action is beinz taken by the CGR to esnure
that trains are lit up at night. Thirteen trade upion
organisations including federations aligned to the LSSP,
CP and SLFP have subscribed to a joint declaration re-
jecting the White Paper on employment . relations
published on lanuary 31—CO. The present .shortage
of school text books will end in about two weeks when
the Education department distributes the newly priﬁ_ted
books—DW. The Textile Corporation has decided to
increase the production of textiles by 2500,000 yards
for the New Year—DM. i
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REFORM OF THE
PUBLIC SERVICE—4

The Case For
Sri Lanka '

by A Special Correspondent

IThis is the fourth of six articles
on the Reform of the Public
Service. The author has been
a member of the Public Service!
for many years and is pot yet
able to write under his own
name. But what he has to say
has agreat deal of meaning and
significance.

Before this discussion proceeds
further, it would seem necessary
to decide which of the two systems
discussed already will meet the
needs of this country. Since the
grant of independence to our coup-
try, the political pendulum has
swung fairly consistently indicat-
ing the political maturity of our
people.  Our country has also
accepted the two party system of
democratic government. The writer
is of the view that the “spoils sys-
tem” as in the USA will not suit
this country. It will not be possible
for the public servant who goes
out with the government to secure
employment easily, although we
have witnessed the spectacle of
offlicizls who have held the top

positions in the state service se- -

curing top level private sector
positions as well. But there are
many who have not.

In this connection it is of interest
to note that in France '‘civil servants
are not free to enter any business
after leaving the Service; if the busi-
ness is supervised by the branch
in which the civil servant worked,
he ‘may not enter it for a period of
years. These restrictions, which
undoubtedly produce hardship in some
individual cases, are designed not
only to protect the state but also
to protect the civil servants them-
selves against temptation’’ reported
Ridley and Blondel.
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This type of bar to employment
in the priwﬁte sector should not,
in the writer’s view, be considered
for this country where the employ-
ment factor is crucial. The Fulton
Committee holds the view “‘However
well the service is managed there
will always be able men and women
who decide for personal or other
reasons that they wizh to leave the
service for another kind of work.
At present the pension arrangements
make voluntary severance difficult.
We do not believe that restrictive
penzion arrangements are the right
way to keep staff—even those with
scarce skills whose departure is a
real los5 to the service. It would be
highly regrettable if civil servants
did not have valuable contributions
to make to other areas of national
life; it should be natural for others
to employ them.” One is reminded
of the case of Sir Paul Chambers
of the British Treasury who joined
as the first non-professional Chair-
man of ICl. That could certainly not
have been a loss to the nation.

It appears therefore to the

writer that a non-political

permanent civil service will
best suit the needs of Sri

Lanka. Does not a permanent

civil service mean that, it

will attempt to be a govern-
ment within a government?

This is certainly not what

is envisaged—it has to be

remembered that the pre

Republican Constitution PSC

was abolished because it

happened to remain outside
the pale of parliamentary
control. Modern adminis-
tration requires civil ser-
vants with a strong sense of
public service capable of work-
ing ina political environment,
remaining the servant of
democracy and responsive
to the control of Ministers.

Government is no longer the

performance of routine ser-

vices deploying instruments
of authority towards a pas-

Permanent Civil Service

sive and compliant public
from whom the civil ser-
vant maintains an appro-
priate (in his opinion) social
distance. This attitude is now
archaic and disfunctional.

Nor does the writer feel that
there is any case for the state officer
to claim independence of the poli-
tical master. Earl Gray in 1858
pointed out "It is no arbitrary
rule, which requires that all hol-
ders of permanent offices must be
subordinate to some Minister res-
ponsible to parliament, since it
is obvious that, withdut it, the
first principles of our system of
government—the control of all
branches of administration by
parliament—would be abandoned'’.
In our country, Sri Lapka, too
it is essential that the control «
of every branch of executive action
is subject to the national legisla-
ture, which will be exercised
through the Ministers, and the
President.

It is thus in the nation's interests
to evelve a machinery, set up an
institutional device, which will
promote a healthy public service
freed from political influences. It
will then attract the best in the
land, because the public service
offers opportunities for service not
available elsewhere. | am reminded
of what Earl Baldwin said in a
speech delivered on 26.06.1936 at
the Leys School, Cambridge. This
is what he said:

“And if you go into the civil
service or politics, there is no
greater or finer work, There
is not much financial gain in it;
there are many disappointments;
but if you do your work in the
right spirit, you will find the
deepest satisfaction in it”.

This is not a personal memoir,
but | feel compelled to record that
I have had the deepest satisfaction
over the years from being a member
of the public service in this country.
It is for this reason that | have at-
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Non-Folitical Service

“tempted to Wwrite this paper. be-
cause all of us in the public service
want to make it safe for the public
servant.

PRE-REQUISITES FOR THE
CREATION OF A NON-
POLITICAL CIVIL SERVICE.
Mo ene can embark upon this exer-
cise upless some pre-requisites are
fulfilled. These would seem to be:

(a) The principle must first be
politically accepted:

(b) If politically
titutional machinery
set up to protect
service.

accepted, ins-
must be
the public

(¢) In safeguarding the service

from political interference,
care should be taken not to
permit the service from assum-

ing arbitrary powers. The ser-
vice should be so structured and
controlled that in fact it is “the
servant of democracy and be
responsive to the control of
Ministers’’ as postulated by the
Fulton Committee which con-
firmed the views expressed by
Earl Gray in [858.

From twhat can be inferred from
the proceedings in Parliament over
the years, from speeches of poli-
ticians freom public platforms and
from what has been observed by
discerning persons, the tragedy of
the public service in Sri Lapka to-
day is that it has been broken,
battered beyond rerognition. This
has largely been brought about
the public servant himself when
some used political influence and
were guilty of “‘toadying. flattery
and self-seeking”’. Even recent pro-
ceedings in the NSA have high-
lighted this infirmity.

Out of sheer frustration perhaps
one member of the NSA, Dr.
Ranjit Attapattu, declared “'A PSC
should be appointed to which a
public servant could appeal when
he is discriminated against” ().
What was the reason for this «call
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Dr. Attapattu was ungil election a
member of the public service. Yet
another member of the NSA, Mr.
X. M. Sellathambu warned the
government thus “The last gov-
ernment fell to it's doom when it
believed these statistics furnished
by the bureaucrats. The self-suffi-
ciency statistics (in rice) was clearly
the work of bureaucrats and the
government must not believe them.
Mr. Sellathambu added “'| was a
bureaucrat myself and | know what
they are up to”. Yet another Mem-
ber of the NSA, the Deputy Minis-
ter of Justice Mr. Shelton Rana-
rajah, speaking on the votes of the
Ministry of Justice wanted an inde-
pendent Judicial Service Commis-
sion. He said “At present the
Council of Ministers dealt with
judicial appointments and trans-
fers. Steps would be taken to
vest these functions in an inde-
pendent JSC. The Attorney General
and the Secretary to the Ministry
of Justice have been removed from
the JSC and their places filled by
two Supreme Court ludges'(%%).
If the need for an independent
JSC has been felt and recognised,
how much greater is the need for
an independent PSC?

My personal conversations with
politicians have persuaded me to
believe that they very sincerely
do not wish to have any involve-
ment with the public servant, so
long as the public servant acts
correctly. In 1858 Bepjamin Dis-
raeli gave expression to this feeling
when he wrote to a friend Pakington
on one occasion “‘the interests
of the party can never require 2n
improper appointment; an impro-
per appointment is a job, and noth-
ing injures a party more than a
job"(3). Jennings bhas remarked
that ‘“‘any suspicion of ‘jobbery’
would form the subject of an at-
tack in Parliament. Nothing de-
lights an Opposition more than a
suspicion of a ‘job’. It is as anxious
for the chase as a hound that has
scénted a fox." It is probably

thus that by’ Order in Council
of 1920 Britain provided that “the
qualifications of all persons pro-
posed to be appointed, whether
permanently or temporarily, to
any situation or employment in
His Majesty’s establishments, shall,
before they are appointed, be ap-
proved by the Commissidners”—
the referénce is to the Civil Ser-
vice Commissioners.

Richard Crossman has referred
to an instance where acivil servant’s
integrity was upheld and which
finally led to the downfall of the
government of Ramsay Macdonald3s,
This was a case in which the Attor-
ney General was prosecuting a
Communist for inciting the troops
to insurrection, and he wastold to
stop the prosecution because the
Cabinet did not like it. Ramsay
MacDonald, who was the Prime

Notice under Section 7 of
The Land Acquisition Arct
(cap 460) as amended by
the Land Acquisition (Amend
ment) Act, No. 28 of 1964.
Reference No. ATH 14/62

It is intended to acquire the
land described in the schedule
below. For further particulars
| please see the Gazette of the
Republic of Sri Lanka No. 310
(Part Ill) of 23/03/1978.

Schedule
D.R.Q's Division: Weke
Situation:
Village: Kalukondayawa
Name of Lapnd: Megahawatta,
Kal Eriya Kumbura and
Ipanapela Kumbura.
‘ot No.: | to 6
Plan No. P.P. Co.: 4842
P. A. Senzratne.
Assistant Government
Agent of Colombo District.
The Kachcheri,
Colombo.
Date:— 06.03.1978
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Minister, having stated that he was
not.consulted or implicated (which,
apthe Cabinet minutes made clear
was pot correct) tried to challenge
the srecords. The result, Crossman
says, was @ ‘‘deadly and elaborate
mintte - from the Cabinet Secre-
tary {Hankey at that time) to the
Prime: Minister—which leaked wide-
Iy fin. Whitehall. MacDonald was
férced to make a partial withdrawal
which led te the downfall of his
government.”

The 'legislature will therefore be
ready to protect a civil servant
when he has acted correctly, One
cannotask for anything more than
that. Surely we can depend upon
our..own NSA to afford protec-
tion to the civil servant, who stays
outside the arena cof palitics.

INSTITUTIONMNAL MACHI-
NERY SUGCESTED FOR
SRI LANKA. Let us next exa-
mine ‘the type of machinery that
would ‘suit the needs of an inde-
pendent country, a machinery that
will help to maintain the standards
of integrity and efficiency that
was ‘the pride of the service some
year's ‘back. The sturdy indepen-
dence ‘of the public service was at
it's ‘peak during the days when
the Service was directly under the
Goverpor, later the Chief Secre-
tary ‘and 'still. later under the PSC
that consisted of the three Officers
of ‘State. That type of PSC will
certainly be an apachropism now,
What is needed now is an
institution that would be
"strong enough to shield the
state officer from political
‘influence or pressure while
at the same time educate
..the Service to shed it's bure-
.aucratic reflexes and help
it to become the “servant
of democracy ‘and responsive
_to| the control of Ministers’.
(It was, the writer believes,
most | unfortunate that the
PSC, which existed up to the
time of the Republican Cons-
i/
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titution of 1972 was dismant-
led. ©One obvious reason fer
this somewhat drastic depar-
ture was possibly that it's
actions could nct be ques-
tioned in the iegisiature. In
the House no Minister was
responsible for the actions
of a Commission which while
being funded bv the legisla-
ture was not responsible to
it. It would not be in conso-
nance with the dignity of the
NSA to have an agency of
government, controlling the
government’s sole  instru-
ment for the execution of
ii's policies and pregrammes,
to  remain outside it's
control.

In removing this congruity, the
framers of the new constitution of
1972 found it expedient to vest
all the powers which the PSC held
in the Cabinet of Ministers. The
question that is pow being asked
is whether the remedy was the
correct oné. No doubt two statu-
tory boards have been set up, but
only as advisory bodies. ls there
much use in such a mechanism?

There is no mandatory require-
ment that their advice should be
accepted or 'in the event of non
acceptance, the rezsons for such
non-acceptance should be tabled
in the NSA. In the absence of such
constitutional requirement, the
two Boards without any disrespect
to any of the members of the
Boards, are ineffective at best and
rubber stamps at worst. It is pot
clear why two such bodies were
set up at all. One is inclined to
ask whether the purpose was to
have a thin veneer of respectakility to
whatever orders were being made.
Decisions made elsewhere are sent
to the Boards for their blessings.
Where such blessing was not forth-
coming, the decisions still held as
discussed earlier.

The writer is aware of only one
instance where a member of the
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State Service Advisroy Bozrd. re-:.
signed, as reported in a local news-
paper, over the isgue relating to
the appointment of a Head of De-
partment. Adequate publicity was
not given to this honourabie course
of action. This was a case that
needed the widest publicity and
should perhaps have been brought
to the npotice of the MNSA. But
nothing happened and the henou-
rable man went into the wilderness.
References

REFERENCES

33—Ceylon Daily News of 23.11.77;
34—Ceylon Daily News of 10.12.77;.
35—In a letter to Pckington dated
19.12.1858; 36—Quoted by Richard
Crozzman in inzide View from ‘White-

" hell Diary' by Thomas fones.

(To be Continued)
Next Week:

PROPOSALS FOR CONSIDERA-
TION.

+ 4
RACE RELATIONS IN SRl LANKA 3

Spiritual Challenge
To All Religions

by Fr. Tissa Balasuriya, OML

We publish the third of three
instalments of an article on
Race Relations in Sri Lanka
by Fr. Tissa Balasuriya, OML
Readers will find this series
not only interesting and
thought-provoking but also ope
that will induce action to bring
about a Sri Lanka that will
banish race conflict for ever.

—Ed.

CHRISTIANS have generally been
inward lcoking in the past, con-
cerning pelitical issues, The Church
agencies busied themselves on a
leng term basis pri.mé'riixl_ for. the



Goodwili Essential

'p'rohption of their self interest,

* communpal

specially the defence of their rights
or, privileges. There is hardly a
tradition of large scale Christian
institutional involvement in  Sri
Lanka on issues which concerned
the good of others or the common
good as such. The dedication to
justice can therefore
have a salutary influence on the
entire Christian community by rea~
ching it to be more other-centred
and less self-centered. This is true
for the Christian groups of the
minority races also. They have
generally tended to isolate them-
selves from the maipstream of
the peoples struggles in the coun-
try. It is only their own conscious-
ness of their suffering racial oppres-
sion that has now awakened quite
a few among them to a copcern
with the cause of their people.
Action for communal justice can
have the impact of making all com-
mitted Christians aware of the
wider struggle for liberation that
the oppressed masses of our coun-
try, belonging to all races are try-
ing to wage against the forces of
injustice that dominate them. Ad-
versity may teach us this lesson.
Spirituality has to be concerned
with the objective building of the
values of the Kingdom of God on
earth.  Justice, truth, freedom and
peace must be the baziz of human
relations.  Racism and racial pre-
judice militate against these values.
Hence one concerned with spiritual
growth must, in the Christian Pers-
pective, work assidously for the pro-
motion of these values. It is not enough
that our concern be active only when
the social relations erupt in vio-
lence. This is only the tip of the ice-
berg. Racism is like icebergs. Its
roots and substance are far more
insidious than the vizible top. Hence
our dedication to thiz cause must
be serious and persevering. We must
keep on working even when most
people 'are only busy about their
day to day offairs and likely to for-
get August 1977 like a bad dream
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or a nightmare. We have, to preserve
to create interest in positive solutions.
Goodwill needs to be generated on
all sides for peace with justice.

This is often a thankless task.
Extremists on different sides may
argue against any attempts at peace-
ful solutions in terms of one nation.
Others may be frustrated and des-
pondent and unwilling to lend any
support to such a cause. Efforts
at good will require an endeavour
to upderstand different points of
view. This will mean trying to ex-
plain the problems of one group
to another which may be strongly
prejudiced.  Others will regard
this as a fruitless search as the roots
of distrust are so deep. While some
others will argue that only a radical
special revolution can create the
environment for racial harmony.
and hence any other concern for
resolving issues is likely to be
counter-productive. It will be
necessary to be able to listen to
all these points of view patiently
and still push ahead towards inter-
racial understanding and solu-
tions acceptable to all. Communal

justice capnot mean merely giving -

into one pressure group. Generzlly
it is the minority who are more
oppressed, however from certain
points of view the majority may
also be more disadvantaged. It is
part of the growth ino ur social sensi-
tivity to try to develop a sense
of justice and fair play through
all these issues, and sometimes
under trying circumstances.

Resolving the problems of race
present a definite pastoral chal-
lenge to the Churches. They meet
a few lakhs of persons weekly at
the Sunday and other Church
services. They have thousands of
dedicated full timers committed
to the apostolic ministry. They
have access to the mass media
of communication and contacts with
governmental and voluntary orgah-
nisations. Given the long standing
nature of our racial problems and

the calamitous situation to which
the country was recently brought
owing to them, should not the
Churches decide on this issue as
cne of-their more immediate ap d
intensive short term priorities of
pastroral action? If they do so a
consious policy of mass education
must be undertaken. A programme
of activity for mobilizing public
opinion should be elaborated and
perseveringly carried through.

An ccumenical action programme of
all Christians is likely to bear
more fruit, than if each Church
were to work separately. Such
action c¢an and has to be at different
levels. At the MNational level the
Bishops Conferences, Conference
of Religious Superiors, Mational
Agencies like the Catechetical and
Liturgica] Commissions, lay apos-
tolate organizations, Schools,
the mass media etc. should work
out certain targets and policies
concerning the issues of race. If
this is done it will be easier at
the grass root levels to work in
a systematic manner. The Bishops
Conferences have a very great
moral influence in the country.
They should use it' for national
issues preferably in conjunction
with leaders of other religions.
A joint pastoral by all the Bishops
with spiritual orientations and guide-
lines of action can be a very signi-
ficant contribution by them to the
cause. What a sgignificant grace it
would be if the Siphala and Tamil
Bishops of all Christian denomina-
tions would meet to dialogue on
this issue and give a joint leader-
ship to all their fellow believers
in Christ?

The Religious Superiors Cenference
in Sri Lanka is gradually evolving
towards being an agency of reflec-
tion and action. Yet given the gra-
vity of these issues this Is still far
too slow. After all, it is the reli-
gions that have the most full timers
in the churches. Women reli-
gious npumber about 2,500; men
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religious are about 500 or so. These
are more than any diocese can
dispose of. True, they have al-
ready many commitments. Yet if
the religions give conscious prio-
rity to these issues much more
can be done. They are doing ex-
cellent work in rehabilitation. But
a much deeper analysis of the situ-
ation and a programme of action
that is nationwide, including poli-
tical impact, needs to be upder-
taken urgently, seriously and per-
severingly. This can be a call to the
religious families to look beyond
their present preoccupations and
apostolic  horizons to respond
to a national challenge. In doing
so they are also likely to find an
even more meaningful mission in
Sri Lanka. The presence of mem-
bers of the same religious con-
gregation in several provinces of
the country and with members
of different races can be a parit-
cular grace for anda call to this
mission of reconciliation and jus-
tice. The demands of live of neigh-
bour to which the religions are
committed could inspire them to
more active epgagement in work
for communal justice at a basic
level of changing mentalities and
relationships among the races.

What is said of religious congre-
gations can be applied within
limits to lay apostolic groups, spe-
cially the larger and more orga-
nised ones. If they accept such
an orientation they can be a cata-
Iytic presence in localities and work
places. In the heart. of the crisis
some, like the charismatic move-
ment groups, were particularly ac-
tive. It is highly desirable that
this concern has a systematic long
term orientation and thrust. In
the process they would also deve-
lop their methodologies of analysis,
action and evaluation. They would
learn to make alliances with groups
of different faiths and ideologies
in order to work for the commeon
tasks of national integration. This
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will naturally influence their spiri-
tuality also.

The parishes can be very power-
ful bases of consciousness raising
and action for communal justice.
They cover many areas of the coun-
try, specially in the towns in which
the races are mixed. This will re-
quire a thinking out by the parish
clergy and lay leaders howt he acti-
vities of the parish could be geared
to this goal. Here too, the occasion
of troubles bring out much self
sacrifice and organisational skill.
Perhaps the dioceases should take
their orientations at the level of
deaneries and other councils. How
the .liutrgy, novenas, church feasts,
parish visitations can help remove
racial prejudice, build harmony and
influence public pelicy would have
to be worked out at parish level
in the concrete situations. Art,
music, drama and the mass media
can also carry more powerfully
than at present the religious moti-
vation towards commupal justice.

A most important type of
action is the consclidation
of friendly relationships am-
ong the leader: of religions at
the grass root levels. If the
leaders from the temple,
kovil, mosque and church get
together in a village, or an
urban area, they can be the
most portent influence for
communal harmony and jus-
tice. This will however re-
quire much persistent effort;
an overccming of certzin in-
built prejudices and also the
consequent evolution of a
spirituality, of the widest ecu-
memical dimension. This will,
we are confident, bring out
what is best in each religious
tradition and help purify all
of any narrowness and defi-
ciencies. In the coming
months and Yyears an im-
mense effort may have to be
made in this direction. It
can also be a means of help-

Obligations Of All Religions

ing the present Government
to persevere in its promise
to set up a free and just sociaty
on the basis of righteousness
and morality.

The socio-economic developments
activities of the church need to
further consider orientation to-
wards these fundamental issues at
national level. They have now
moved from immediate relief to
long term rehabilitation of some
of the victims of the August in-
cidents. They have also geared
their activities to community build-
ing on a micro level. It is necessary
that community building at a wider
and more pational Jevel be the
framework within which micro
commupities are formed and ac-
tivated. It is important to realize
that the broader relationship of
social groups are also practical
problems in the country. Not
to take the national issues seriously

Notice under Section 7 of
the Land Acquisition Act
(Cap. 460) as Amended by
the Land Acquisition (Amend
ment) Act, No. 28 of 1964.
Reference No. ATH 14/55
It is intended to acquire the
land described in the schedule
below. For further particulars
please see the Gazette of the
Repablic of Sri Lanka No. 310
(Part II) of 23/03/1978.

Schedule
D.R.O's Division: Weke
Situation:
Village; Guruwala
Name of Land: Kekupagahawatta
Lot No. | to 4 \
Plan No. P.P. Co.: 3783
P. A. Senaratne
Assistant Government
Agent of Colombo District.

The Kachcheri,
Colombo.
Date:— 02-03-1978




Christians And Race

“and directly may be a form of es-

capism from the more difficult
challenges. Social development
workers toco have to ask them-
selves whether they give in too
easily to the temptation to opt
for the path of less resistance, by
neglecting such issues. The pro-
grammes of groups such as the
YMCA leadership training, Sister
Formation Institute, Social Ani-
mation, etc. need to be evaluated
in this perspective alse. The cross
of social development today is
closely related to the struggles
of liberation of oppressed classes,
marginalized races,
cultures. Social development has
to relate meaningfully to their strug-
gles at national level also.

Race relstions are a spiritual
challenge to all of us and to all
our religions. If racial prejudice
persists  from generation to
generation, is it not an indica-
tion of the failure of the reli-
gions to communicate the best
in their message tothe masses of
their followers? We are challenged
by our present situation to accept
other persons, all persons, as fellow
human beings equal in dignity and
in rights. As peoples and as a nation
we are still far from this ideal. Our
present trials may help us to go
closer to it. In responding to this
we can all grow spiritually. The
religions themselves can thus come
closer to their original and core
message of other centeredpess and
service.

If the Christian churches merely
continue their traditional activi-
ties without an effort to meet
the grave issues that deeply threa-
ten our national life, would it be
surprising that many will leave
aside Church activities as not only
irrelevant but also a holy distrac-
tion from our basic human res-
ponsibilities today? If on the other
hand the Churches as a body res-
pond in an enlightened and coura-
geous manner to these challenges
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apd neglected .

not only will the nation be well
served by them, but Christianity
itself would in the process leave
its self built ghettoes® and enter
the mainstream of pational life and
of the aspirations' of our peoples.
All this will require a deep and
profound reflection by individuals,
small groups and organisations on
the situation today, the gospel
imperatives, the strategies for
change, and the shift in priorities
among 'these groups themselves.

Concluded.

i o+
EDUCATION

Ruination Of Science

Roy Muthzaya

In recent times much publicity
has been given to the ruination of
Eng lish in schools which in turn has
had serious consequepceS on the
standard of English in the country.
The manner in which science and
Mathematics were ruined o.er the
last seven years rivals the ruination
of English, not only in its magnitude
but also in its disastrous corsequ-
ences to the Nation. By ruination
it is not merely meant the lack of
textbooks, teacher, laboratories,
equipment etc. Such defects could
be easily remedied and the damage
done is not irreversible. | am
referring to the radical changes that
were brought about in the form and
content of syllabuses of science
subjects. In the name of a National
System of Education, science educa-
tion took a compeltely new turp
and it was a turp for the worse.

The standard of mathematics and
science in schools is closely linked
to a pation’s scientificand technologi-
cal progress. When the Soviet
Union sent up its sputnik, man's
first artificial satellite, panic stricken
Americans revised completely their
schools’ mathematics and science
programs. The initial American

failures in the space race were
attributed to the poor science
education in American Schools. When
this was remedied rockets and
satellites tock care of themselves.

Teachers of Mathematics know
what crimes were perpetrated on
inmnocent school children in the
name of ‘New Mathematics’. The
new schemes produced pupils who
got distinctions in the N.C.G.E.
examipation but were incapable of
performing simple  mathematical
functions like elementary multiplica-
tion and division! Solving simple
equations with one unknown factor
became impossible for most NCGE
products. Simple operations were
taught in the most circuitous way
and most pupils got lost somewhere
on the way.

When NCGE products went. up
to the HNCE, the gap between the
NCGE. and H.N.C.E. was so great
that teaching the N.C.G.E. products
became a veritable nightmare for
the teachers. The plight of the
Chemistry and Physics teacher ip
the H.N.C.E. was much worse. The
students couldn’'t cope with the
elementary mathematics needed to
do  calculations in Physics and
Chemistry, so that the teacher first
had to teach Mathematics before
beginning Chemistry or Physics.
This made syllabus completion almost
impossible.

The compilation of the Mathema-
tics syllabus itself left much to be
desired.

There is little or no Geometry
in the entire N.C.G.E. syllabus.
Imagine producing mathematicians
who have little or no idea of Geo-
metry ! What a nightmare this
would be to the Upiversity dons
whnen these products of the New
Age eventually end up in the Univer-
sity 2.

In the H.N.C.E. mathematics
syllabus Applied Mathematics has
been completely dropped. This is
another anomalous situation which
the University would have found
almost impossible to rectify.
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The worst blunders were commit-
ted in the fields of Biology, Physics
and Chemistry. Most countries in
Asia use London Syllabuses for the

_‘O'Level and ‘A’ level examinations
as guide lines to formulate their
‘own syllabuses. Borrowing and
adapting to local conditions is the
essence of progress in science.

" In England, the Nuffield Schemes
were published for Chemistry,
Physics and Biology. These were

~ the results of many years of research
and labour by some of Britain's top

“‘scientists and educationists. Almost

“everyone from our Curriculum

* Development Centre in Colombo
‘went  abroad, most of them to
“Britain, to study modern trends in

“Curriculum Development. All of
them came back, most of them
bringing with them new cars. But
the new trends emerging in the
teaching of Science in Britain failed

" to make its appearapce in Sri Lanka.
The Nuffield schemes are very
thorough  and  comprehensive.
Invariably this led to an expansion
in syllabuses. New findings in the
‘fields of Biology, Physics and Chemis-
‘try percolated down to the ‘O’ and
‘A’ level by means of these Schemes.
This was the aim of the Nuffield
Schemes and they succeeded
admirably.

" What did our foreign trained
experts of the Curriculum Develop-
ment Centre do? They took bits
‘and pieces from Nuffield handbooks,
put them together and called it
General Science. Three major areas
of scientific study were rolled into
‘one subject. To add insult to
injury, the five year course beginning
‘at grade six was reduced to a four
'year ' course. Over-simplification
!?gcamF the course of the science
students of the new N.C.G.E,
H.N.C.E. order.

“" At the H.N.C.E. level, the four
comprehensive subjects of the old
‘A" level which were adequate to
follow any course of the students
choice at the University, were
reduced to two—Biological Scierice
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and Physic_al Science. The bureau-
crats of the C.D.C. seemed to revel
at oversimplification. Our univer-
sally reccgnised 'O’ and ‘A’ level
examinations were replaced < with
the completely superficial and in-
adequate N.C.G.E. and H.N.C.E.

Last month a circular was issued
by the Ministry of Education instruc-
ting all schools to forthwith convert
all H.N.C.E. classes into ‘A’ level
classes with new syllabuses; the
first new ‘A’ level examination is to
be held in August 1979. This is the
brightest thing to happen in the
science education scene over the
last so many years. Fortunately,
the first H.N.C.E. examination was
never held. Otherwise we would
have on our hands a set of young
people fit for nothing and the
University would have had 2 problem
of admitting students totally il
prepared for University entry.

As it is the science teachers in
‘A’ level clesses across the country
face the mammoth task of preparing
the former H.N.C.E. students to
sit the ‘A’ Level examination. The
lack of background on the part of
thege students is going to make this
task considerably formidable.

To ensure that the N.C.G.E—
H.N.C.E. type fiasco is not repeated,
the Minister of Education should
always rely on the University Dons
for guidance on science curricula
and particularly on curriculum in-
novations. Reliance on obsoclescent
bureaucrats can lead not only the
Minister, but the whole Nation up
the garden path.

o e
LETTERS

Employment For
Bhikkus

Sir,

It is an established fact that over
70 lakhs of persops in this country
are without proper means of sus-
tenance. A large number of fami-

From Our -Readers

lies have the great misfortiine
of not having even a single wage
earner to support them. To them
death will be a welcome rélief
from the suffering they undergo.
Isn't it therefore, a government's
paramount duty to enable them
ta live? No useful purpose is served
by mouthing pious platitudes al}
the time. They only tend to em-
bitter people more and more.

The Education Minister (who
should know better) had receptly
announced his intention to appoint
2,000 Bhikkus to teaching posts
in government schocls—to teach
Buddhism. Quite apart from the
fact that it is agaipst the tenets
of Buddhism for Bhikkus to seek
jobs, isit government policy to pro-
vide them with employment, as if
it is its bounden duty and a matter
of great urgency to find jobs for
these job-hunters after gradua-
tion when there are thousands of
deserving well educated unemplo-
yed young men and women through-
out the country today! It can-
not be gainsald that among them
are hundreds who are equally, if
not better, qualified to teach Bud-
dhism than the modern Varsity-
educated  job-seeking Bhikkus
to whom Buddhism apparently |
means little, No Bhikku worthy
of the name will debase himself
by performing a job for the sake
of lucre. Surely he did not enter
the Noble Order with such a base
objective in view!

If the Minister considers that
teaching of Buddhism must be
entrusted to Bhikkus on the assump-
tion perhaps that they are well
versed in it and are therefore~
better qualified than laymen to
teach the subject—it is debatable
whether the majority of them are
actually so—why can he not get
the thousands of Bhikkus who were
appointed to schools throughout
the country by his predecessor,
Minister  Badiuddin = Mohamed,
for political 'r"‘ielz_fsahs'; as is  well
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From Our Readers

~—known, to confine their teaching
to Buddhism and appoint 2,000
yOI)ng men and women in their
place to teach other subjects, The
question of appointing another 2,000
Bhikkus to teach Buddhism will
then not arise.

The problem of acute unem-
ployment among the educated youth
which is very disquieting, can never
be solved in the manner the Minis-
ter proposes to set about it, Ob-
viously it will only succeed in ag-
gravating matters. It behoves him
therefore to re-copsider his decision
in the government's interest.

C.E.J. Alles

113, Anagarika Dharmapala
Mawatha, Dehiwela.
20.2.78

Mother Tongue
Sir,

Dr. Bryan de Kretser is held
in the higest esteem in this island.
His sincerity and integrity are
undisputed. His own son is, | be-
lieve, being educated in Sinhala
only in a ‘“village' school which
i§ not surprising seeing that the
Boy's mother is a Siphalese but
 what the boy's reaction will be
“when he grows up to manhood
j‘is problematic. However, | am
. afraid Dr. de Kretser's is both an

1:, emotional and uppractical theory.
f  If the Sinhalese are educated in
¢ Sinhala oply, the Tamils in Tamil
* only and the Burghers in English
< only, the Sinhala and Tamil people

——will become serfs under the Bur-

ghers in their own land because
in every department and organi-
sation in the public and private
sectors, in embassies abroad, in
-the United Nations ete.; there will
have to be a Burgher top brass
who will tower above the Sinhala
and Tamil personnel like a colossus
to whom the Sinhala and Tamil
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rank and file and the masses will
have to cringe and stooge.

This was ‘the situatiog in the
public service in particular from
the inception of British rule until
1958 when Minister Philip Guna-
wardena submitted the famous
cabinet memorandum alleging
irregular fupctioning of the Trea-
sury and PSC of which the then
Chairman was a Burgher. In spite
of “underhand’ manoeuvres such
as finance ministry adverse obser-
vations on the cabinet paper and
delay of 3 months In its transmis-
sion to the Cabinet at a time when
the Finance Minister and Minister
Philip were attending international
conferences aborad the cabinet
paper received the unanimous ap-
proval of the cabinet which decided
to take remedial action; but the
resignation of Minister Philip for-
ced upon him by the ultimatum
of his cabinet colleagues, the
assassination of the then PM and
collapse of his government which
occured in rapid succession made
it possible for the Cabinet paper
and decision to be sent into cold
storage.

But the succeeding governments
became wise to the situation and
the hegemony of the Burgher top
brass aided and abetted by their
stooging Sinhala and Tamil collea-
gues fortunately came to an end

There is no one living or dead
who knew or know this cabinet
interlude better than myself who
was made to suffer for it by being
denied promotion for a dozen
years by the then absolutely inde-
pendent PSC aided by the top brass.
but the miscreant top brass re-
ceived sledge hammer blows for
their misdeeds from a bold and
fair minded madame PM like Queen
Bodicea of old England who aven-
ged the misfortunes her people
suffered under Reman rule, in
particular the last of our Brahmin
top brass who received ignomi-

nous treatment which left him no

alternative but to go out and eat’

or cultivate grass had not received
it is “Satan’ manoeuvred for him a
high political appointment abroad
following an
Hotel Taprobane at which he was
chief guest.

After the 1971 insurgency and |

the recent demand by the Tamils
for Eelam only has sanity pre-
vailed, Sri Lankans should be-

come proficient in Sinhala, Tamil

and English if they are to live in
amity, with self-respect and also
to be progressive.

RW.W

5, De Alwis Avenue,
Mt. Lavinia.
7.2.78

My No. EA[3/287
The Land Acquisition Act
(chapter 460) as amended
By The Land Acquisition
(amendment) Act No. 28
of 1964
Notice under Section 7

It is intended to acquire the
land described below for a
public purpose.  For further
particulars, please see the
Gazette of the Republic of
Sri Lanka No. 310 (Part lil)
of 23/03/1978. :
Situation :

Mahagama North in - Ganga-

boda Pattu DRO’s Division in

Kalutara  District Westerp

Province.

Lot

Lotz & Plan No.

D. M. Gammampila
Acquiring Officer, and
Assistant Government

Agent, Kalutara Dt,

Kalutara Kachcheri,
09.03.1978

—
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alleged dinner at

In the village of fr=

Name of land:— Ambagahawatta
1069 in |
FVP 135, Supplement No. 6 |



Confidentially

Yet More About fish

IS IT NOT STRANGE that the
Minister of Fisheries, Festus Perera,
should make the astounding reve-
lation about fishing licences to
“‘certain foreign firms to bring in
forty trawlers to fizh in the deep
sea” only after Tribune had revea-
led that the fish in the waters of
our maritime zone was being taken
away to foreign markets! That in
the Sun of 21/3/78 the Minister
revealed that *“‘these firms would
be required to pay royalty to the
government of Sri ‘Lanka on each
ton of fish caught and sell forty per
cent of the catch to the Fizheries
Corporation.  Other requirements in-
clude employing local personnel on
these trawlers and accommodating
an observer from the Department
of Fisheries on each trawler?’’ That
this ¢olumn had first taken up the
question of the scarcity and high
prices of fish in the issue of March
182 That in the next issue, March
25, we had referred to a state-
ment by the Fisheries Corporation
Chairman, Oscar Fernando, in the
Sun of March |6 that a Hongkong
organisation was already fishing
off Trincomalee and that it was
expected to touch Trincomalee to
sell the Corporation 40% of the
catch expected to be about 30
tons? That we had commented
on this and pointed out that a
trawler could catch several ship-
loads and transfer them to refri-
gerator ships on the high seas
before reporting to the Fisheries
Corporation of Sri Lanka? That
anticipating further questions from
several sources, the Minister rushed
in with this interview to the Sun?
(That it is also evident that the
Sun is on the war path on this
matter and we will not be sur-
prised if the Sun or Weekend has a
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long investigative report about sel-
ling the fish in waters of our mari-
time zonel) That what the Minister
says is that Sri Lanka personnel
will be employed on the trawlers
and that there will be a represen-
tative of the Corporation on each
trawler? That this system is an
invitation to corruption? That
it will not be difficult for the
foreign entrepreneurs to
bribe Sri Lankan personnel in
their employ and the Fisheries
Corporation representative on
beard to report only what the
entrepreneurs want to declare
or hand over as a 40% of the
catch? That a system like this
will soconer or later involve
the Fisheries Ministry and the
Fisheries Corporation in the
biggest stink of all time and the
current investigations into the
Air Ceylon or the Beedi Cor-
poration will fade into insig-
nificance? . That already the air
is thick with rumour about scapdals
with one Hopngkeng trawler operat-
ing off Trincomalee and the seven
trawlers of the Corporation leased
,to a foreign entrepreeur! That
with these eight trawlers operating
in our waters, the supply of fish
to our markets has come down by
nearly half (that is the estimate
of our investigators)! That one has
to use ope’s imagination to know
what devastation forty foreign
trawlers will do?

IS IT NOT FUNNY that the day .

after the Fisheries Minister un
burdened himself about the licencing
of 40 foreign trawlers {our birth-
right for a mess of potage) the
Chairman of the Fisheries Cor-
poration, Oscar Fernando confided
to the Sun (22/3) as follows: “'The
Fizheries Corporation purchased Rs.
250,000 worth of seer fish during
the month of February this year,
direct from the fizgermen. The sys-
tem of quick paymrnts by the Cor-
poration for delliverues had resulted
in more fishermen selling their catch
to the Corporation. The Corporation’s

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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Fishy Stink

retail fish market at Price Pur;c-;"'is
open to the public on all days of the
week except Sundays. Mr. Fernando
predicted a considerable fall in the
price of fish in a short period when
the foreign fishing vessels begin ope-
rations in our territorial waters”?
That Oscar Fernando has turned a
futurologist to predict that there
would be a considerable fall in
the price of fish in a short period
when the foreign fishing vessels
begin operations in cur territorial
waters!? That he does not answer
the queries we have raised as how
the catch made by the" foreign
vessels can be checked? That it is
known that foreign trawlers opera-
ting thousands of miles from their
home station have arrapngements
to get fuel, water and food on the
high seas from a “‘mother ship”
to which are transfered their
catches for cleaning and preser-
vation? That such ‘“‘mother ships”
aven have facilities for capning?
That if the UNP government does
not want a fishy stink to overtake
the developmental activity they
should make public the Agree-
ments signed with foreign firms and
entreprenuers to fish in our waters?
That all the details set out in these
Agreements must be revealed—
for instance the royalty payable
on each variety of fish!? That the
royalty on tuna, pomfret, sole and
seer must be more than the royalty
on cheaper varieties? That the
names of the foreign firms and
entrepreneurs must be published
together with the names of their
local agents and contact men?
That all the clauses must be pub-
lished to enable the public to eva-
luate the kind of safeguards provided
in the agreements! That, whatever
the safeguards, the temptations
that will be dangled before the Sri
Lapkans on board the trawlers
to join the foreigners in the big- -
gest exploitation of our seas and
participate in what will turn out
to be the biggest swindle of all
time?

M



“Liberty and democracy have no meaning with-
out equality and equality cannot be established
so long as principal instruments of production
are privately owned. Private ownership of these
means of production thus comes in the way of
real democracy.”

—Jawaharlal Nehru

SPACE DONATED

Prigted and Published by S. P. Amarasingam, for Tribune Publications at Tribune Printers
Digitized by Nodlaham Foundation.

at 43, DawscahStreet, Colombe-Roron April 1, 1978.
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All Citizens Must Act To Stop
Adulteration Of Food

When someone adulterates foodstuffs for sale he is not merely making a big profit but is
committing a crime against the health of the community. When coconut or gingelly oil Is mixed
with mineral ofl it can lead to blindness or heart disease. Who suffers when chillie powder
is mixed with sand or milk with dirty water!

The administration Report of Colombo Municipal Council for 1976 (released very rzcently)
revealed that samples of many food items tested were adulterated: Butter—with emulsions of
water and vegetable fats; Arrowro t—with maize and tapioca flour;  Chillie p wder—with wheat
flour, eoriander, poonac or sawdust; Coffee powder—with powderd ground nut husk, starch (to
as much as 85%); Turmeric powder—with wheat flour, maize flower tapioca and a toxic coal
tar dye material. 35

The maximum fine for adulteration under the Act is Rs, 200/-, The Municipality’s:Report stated:
This fine is inadequate when | think the cumulative effect on the heaith of the commupity
when food adulterated with substances’ like 'metanil yellow  diluted in turmeric powder and
formic acid diluted in vinegar are consumed by us." :

Citizens Can No Longer Afford To Wait
For The Authorities To Act

Test Food samples (some can be done at home by simple tests and others in private orschool
laboratories at little cost) and expose the food criminals.

And, Demand Streamlined4--Legis|ation
And Prompt Enforcement

SPACE DONATED
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