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[_etter From The EJditor

THE SINHALA AND TAMIL NEW YEAR brought into sharp focus many of
Lhe problems confropting the couptry today. In fact some of them have
tended to obscure the silver lining that had recently emerged on the Sri
Lapkan horizon. Campus unrest and violence seems to be urlder contro]
through the use of a ministerial big stick and a frightening red-baiting
propaganda barrage to justify a self-defeating witch-hunt against university
teachers and students. This unfortunate over-reaction may make it possible
to re-open the campuses by April 24—students are apxious to complete
their courses—but this unnecessary show of strength will not bring real
peace or help the growth of independence and autonomy in University life,
In foreign relations, India, Malaysia and Singapore have come to the forefront.
Foreign Minister Hameed paid his long over-due vyisit to New Delhi, whilst
Deputy Minister Ranil Wickremasinghe travelled to Kuala Lampur. Custo-
mary communiques oozing with assurances of cordiality and co-operation
were forthcoming but it is not clear what practical benefits would result
from these visits. The current visit of Singapore's Lee Kuan Yew is, how-
ever, the tallk of the town this week. It is not an official state visit, but the
high-powered team accompanying Lee and the important discussions being
held at different ministerial and official levels makes it clear thatit is pot
strictly a private visit. There are suspicions in responsibla quarters that what
Singapore is really after, under the cover of rendering assistance, is a low-
down on the situation here with a view to keeping tabs on Sri Lanka’s ambi-
tions to rival Singapore. Under certain circumstances, this country, centrally
placed in the Indian Ocean, can outstrip Singapore as an entrepot centre brid-
ging Asia, Africa and the Pacific. Apartfrom everything else SriLanka has an
agricultural bage that can make ita real granary of foodstuffs and a producer-
exporterof much-in-demand primarycommodities. Economicco-operation on
a limited scale may be one outcome of the Lee Kuan Yew visit, but Sri Lanka
cannot afford to follow Singapore’s foreign policy in many mattersof burning
international urgency (although many in the UNP administration willbe temp-
ted to tilt to the West as much as Singapore does) or resort to Singapore’s
policies on civil (human) rights or internal security procedures. On the
domestic front, there has been a significant and substantial increase in the
Maha paddy harvest. Though a good part of the 700 million rupees granted
as agricultural loans from last October was misused on futile consumerism,
the substantial part properly used has yielded rich dividends. If this rate
of increase in paddy production is maintained, the country will soon be self-
sufficient in rice, and if a similar increase is generated in the production of
cereals like kurrakkan and subsidiaries like maize, sorghum apd mapioc,
a sharp reduction in the import of wheat flour can be effected quickly. But
these hopeful signs are over-shadowed by the law and order situation. The
crime rate (mainly robbery) has kept mounting, the homicide rate hag
broken all previous records, communal clashes and tensions still persist
in some areas, and a small but well-knit terrorist group in the North has
shown remarkable capability vis a vis the special police units. The time has
come for our Police to shed itself of age-old colonial conceit and arregance
based on false notions of superiority (intellectual included)—neither the
police uniform nor the CiD badge any longer stun ordinary people into a
state of paralystic coma of subservience and inactivity—and get down to the
job of coping with the problems of the day with humility and humanity which
alone will induce co-operation from the public. The Presidential Commis-
sion toinvestigate the excesses perpetrated under the last regime will soon
begin its work. Textiles are available in the co-ops but the blackmarket
(in textiles leaked out from government sources) continues to flourish.
Vegetables have again shot up in price. But the biggest governmental flop
is fish—more of it elsewhere in this issue,
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EDITOR'S NOTEBOOK

@ Terrorism @ Police
o CPSL And The

National Minorities

Colombo, April |17, 1978

In spite of much that makes
one hopeful about the present
and the future of Sri Lanka, many
events have taken place in the
last few days that tends to drive
even the most optimistic into the
depths of gloom. The most scari-
fying event is the Murunkan epi-
sode were a posse of special unit

policemen were wiped out by
terrorists.
The Police have been thrust

into the limelight in recent times. It
is not their fault alone that the crime
rate and the homicide rate have
risen to dizzy heights. The whole
community, including all the govern-
ments in the last three decades,
must bear the responsibility for it.
It has become an unfortunate habit
to heap allthe blame on the Police
for all the evils in our society to-
1 day. There is no doubt that the
Police have many shortcomings and
several of them are black sheep.
But, by far and large they do a good
job, given the opportunity to act,
the co-operation of the people
and the support of the government,

Whatever view one takes of
the individualistic James Bond style
of sleuthing that led to the assa-
ssination of the special CID police
unit led by Inspector Bastianpillai
in the Murunkan area, there is no
doubt that he and his group lzid
down their lives in the cause of
eliminating terrorist activity in
this country. Life in this country
will not be worth living if terro-
rism is allowed to become a force.
Whatever one's political sympath-
ies, terrorism must apd capnot
be tolerated or condoned. Whe-
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ther Bastianpillai's murder is the
result of a well-public ised vendetta
that allegedly stemmed from hig
third-degree methods on the 4th
Flooer or not, is immaterial—the
simple position is that terrorism
cannot be condoned. (It is also neces-
sary for government to eliminate
police cruelty and brutality that
often drives young people to terro-
rism or provides them an excuse to
justify terrorism.)

The Police, it must be rem-
berea, is the chief instrument to
fight crime and terrorism, and
the community must ensure that
police morale is sustained for this
purpose. It is one thing to main-
tain the necessary vigilance against
police excesses and the abuse of
peolice powers, but it will be pa-
tional suicide to denigrate police
morale to the point where the
Force becomes effete and ineffec-
tive. (But this should not be a cover
for condoning police excesses).

Apart from public co-opera-
tion, police officers look for sup-
port and encouragement from Supe-
riors and governmental authori-
ties to preserve their morale.
The recent Murunkan tragedy has
aroused fresh murmurs among rank
and file police officers—murmurs
which the topmost government cir-
cles must take immediate notice
of. Tribune is aware that police
officers are unhappy that the IGP
did pot think it fit—as he should
have—to disturb his holiday in
Muwara Eliya (or somewhere else)
to attend the funerals of Inspector
Bastianpillai and the other officers.
Odious comparisons are being made
about the conduct of other ser-
vice chiefs in similar circumstances

Cynics in the Police unders-
tandably make acidic comments
about the IGP's call for volunteers
to fight terrorism. They point
out that the wives and dependents
of three police officers killed by
terrorist bullets in the North dur-
ing the last two years have still
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Police Dissaticfaction

not received the special compen-
sation paid in such cases. Police
officers will take the risks essen-’
tial to fight terrorism only if they
are assured that their families and
dependents will be looked after
in case of untimely death or dis-
aster overtakes them.

Apart from the money compen-
sation, the human touch is even
more important. lt is difficult to
understand why the IGP did not
visit the scene or attend the fupe-
rals together with other top brass.
Police officers say that this is not
the first time this has happened.

The Police Force, in recent years,
has not functioned as a good Force
should have. But, it is pointless
indulging in post-mortems any-
more—we have had enough of them
just as much as we have a surfeit
of Commissions, It is time to do
everything essential to make the
Police Force a decent and efficient
unit to combat crime, anti-social
activities, and terrorism. The
Police must become an integral
part of the community and not
consider themselves as a separate
caste (as in colonial times) to braip-
wash and slave-drive the upder-
privileged for the greater glory
of the ruling elite. The armed rob-
ber and the cunning terrorist have
brought this home in the most
forcible manner. The robber and
the terrorist are products of the
social, economic and political im-
balances in society and the police
canpnot make any headway against
them unless the whole community
and the government can Ssuccess-
fully deny the robber and the tero-
rist the climate and the milieu in
which they arise and in which they
can operate successfully.

We have excellent police officers
and excellent material from which
to mould a good Police Force.
Meritocracy must replace nepo-
tism, favouritism and the cop-
sequential bum-sucking stoogery.
Police officers, in such a set-up,
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National Unity

are driven to resort to illegalities,
frame-ups, bogus charges, slanted
. intelligence reports and the like
in order to win promotions. All
this must end. Police officers must
be treated as human beings (and
not as freaks from outer space)
in the same way as police officers
must deal with the members of
sthe public in an honest, humane
way. A revolution is essential in
police-public relations, just as much
a, a revolution is needed inside the
Force itself. For a start, the IGP
must step out of his ivory tower,

The most important measure
needed to eliminate terrorism, in-
surgency and youth revolt is a
happier politico-economic climate
where unemployment is reduced
to a minimum and the cost of living
is equated to realistic wage levels

together with political arrange-
ments enshrined in the Consti-
tution that will make national

unity possible by removing every
vestige of discrimination on racial,

religious, linguistic, or caste
grounds. The Third Amendment
which the Select Committee is

expected to place before the NSA
shortly, many hope, will create a
better political climate by elimi-
nating communal confrontations and
ending unnecessary tensions that
stem from constitutionally-validated
imbalances and inequalities. These
are  fundamental pre-requisites
for a successful war against insur-
gency and terrorism.

In this connection, it is interest-
ing to note that the Communist
Party of Sri Lanka (CPSL) at its
recent 10th Congress and the
LSSP at its Delegates Conference
adopted new policies in regard
to the question of the Tamil mi-
nority. The CPSL had led the way
when it, some months ago, went
back to a new streamlined and
updated version of the policy ad-
umbrated at its first Congress:
self-determination and autonomy
for Tamils in their traditional home-

lands. In the intervening period
between the Ist and®10th Congress,
the CPSL had under the impact
of the imperatives of the quest
for parliamentary power back-slided
into supporting (with ineffective
mental and verbal reservations) the
Sinhala Only chauyinism of the
SLFP. The revolt of the V. Pop-
nampalam group in Jaffna and ths
total bankruptcy of SLFP politics
undoubtedly brought the CPSL to
a rude awakening of contemporary
realities.

The CPSL has now decided that
the new United Front against the
Right led by the UNP, must be
led not by the SLFP but by a vigo-
rous ULF based primarily on the
LSSP, CPSL PDP, and elements
that come over to it from the con-
servative but honest Right (SLFP)
and the ultra Left (JVP etc. etc.)
This aspect of the political strate-
gies of the CPSL and LSSP will be
analysed and examined shortly in
a separate article. Here reference
will be made mainly to the solu-
tions being offered by the CPSL
for the Tamil minority problem.

Pieter Keuneman re-electea
General Secretary of the CPSL, in
his speech introducing the “Theses
of the Central Committee’”’, after
referring to the pre-congress dis-
cussion’’ whether our decision to
take part in the United Front Gov-
ernment formed in 1970 was cor-
rect or not'’, went on: ‘‘..Apother
such question that arose in our
discussion is whether the Sri Lapka
Tamils have developed all the
characteristics of a pation in the
strictly  scientific,  Marxist-Leni-
nism concept..Sri Lanka Tamils
cannot legitimately claim, or be
conceded, the right to self-deter-
mination unless and until they
have acquired all the characteristics
of a nation in the scientific, Marx-
ist-Leninist  sense.  But neither
Marxism-Leninism nor our Party
approached this question so dog-
matically.  Contemporary history
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especially since the defeat of rac-
ism in World War Il and the forma-
tion of the world socialist system
has many examples, especially in
Africa of peoples successfully ex-
ercising the right to self-determi-
nation even though they may not
yet have acquired one or more

' WORK ON STONE

ON THE COVER, this week,
we have the picture of a crafts-
man, dedicated to art and de-
voted to his work. There are
too few of them left in the
country today. There have been
demands in recent times in
many quarters that craftsmep
of this kind should not be al-
lowed to fade away without
training young people to take
their place in larger numbers
than before. This is a field in
which Government must take
a special interest. Whilst
commercial motivations will help
to create craftsmen to produce
articles readily saleable to tou-
rists and at centres abroad,
those who work on stone only
have a limited and restricted
market.  Stopne-carvers of the
past have left behind in Lanka
treasures of beauty for all time.
Foreign invasions, the depigra-
tion of indigenous culture apd
debasement of traditional values
have all but wiped out many
forms of native art and nonpe
more 50 than carving on stope.
Is it not time to geperate a
renaissance in this art form?
Sri Lanka has some of the best
granite for carivng and our
young people have talent in abup-
dance ready to flower. Without
merely harping on the glories
of the past, 2 new synthesis
of the old and the new, of the
ancient and the modern and of
the foreign and the indigenous
will pave the way for a new
era in Sri Lanka stone-carying.
It can well be a golden era.

TRIBUNE, Aprtt 22, i78



features of a nation in the scientific,
Marxist-Leninist sense. As our
Party agrees that the Sri Lapka
Tamils have the right to self-
determination which is, after all,
the main thing—the question whe-
ther they have acquired all the
features of a pation or are still
in the process of acquiring them is
a matter that we can study further
without affecting our immediate
work.”

Further, in the copcluding parts
of the speech, he elaborated
these points more fully. The full
text of the extract is published
below for the record.

“The new situation developing
among the national minorities is
also important for our efforts ‘to
unite the Left and democratic
forces. The racial disturbances
that followed the UNP's assump-
tion of office in July 1977 were the
worst since those of the late 1950s.
They showed how explosive the
question of communal relations has
become. They dealt a major blow
against any normelisation of Sin-
kala-Tamil relations that had ta-
ken place since then, and stren-
ghthened  separatist tendencies
among the Sri Lanka Tamils. The
communal disturbances of August
1977 have also revealed that, un-
less concrete and purposeful steps
are taken immediately to solve
the problem of communal relations
on a just basis, new threats of
communal violence will arise, fissi
parous tendencies will grow stron-
ger, and a real threat to the unity
and territorial integrity of the
country can arise. Although the
UNP government had promised
to solve the problems of the Sri
Lanka Tamils, and even succeeded
in pursuading many of them that it
would do so, it has not yet come
forward with any concrete propo-
sals. Nor has it -convened the All-
Parties Conference on this ques-
tion that it promisedat the time
of the General Elections. Its only

TRIBUNE April 22, 1978

constructive step in this direction
has been to abolish the digerimi-
natory and procedures of so-callea
“media-wise standardisation” in ad-
missions to the University.

“In the so-called Keuneman Re
port to the Cabinet in 1974, our
Party had also condemned media-
wise stapndaraisation as discrimi-
natory and demanded its aboli-
tion. But our demand was not ac-
cepted by the SLFP leaders, under
pressure from communalist elements.
However, in abolishing media-wise
standardisation, the UNP goverp-
ment also did away with the part
of the report which wasaccepted—
namely, the 309% reservation of
University admissions to poor stu-
dents with the necessary quali-
fications and who came from schools
in 10 districts which are still re-
latively undeveloped both econo-
miiczlly and educationally. This
created a situation which the same
communalist elements have tried
to exploit once again. Our Party
opposes all attempts to introduce
principles of racial discrimination
into the entrance to higher educa-
tion. WWe oppose the proposals
for ‘racial quotas’ and the prac-
tice of media-wise stapdardisatiop.
Instead we demand, ‘standardi-
isation by class'—whereby specia|
weightage is given in such admi
sions to qualified students from
working class or poor rural families.
After the general elections, the poli-
tical and class polarizations that
huve been taking shape among the
Sri Lanka Tamils have become more
noticeable. This i5 seen in the divi-
sions within the TULF, with some
representatives openly supporting the
UNP government, while others op-.
posing it from both national and social
positions. In the interests of closs
rolidarity, bourgeois forces among
the Tamils have clso urged the TULF,
not to embrass the UNP government
but to adopt a so-called “‘wait’ and
tee’’ policy towards it.

“The polarisation among the Sri
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Pieter Keuneman

Lanka Tamils reflects, on the one
hand, the crisis of the *policies
of bargain’ pursued by their tradi-
tiona] bourgeois leaderships and,
on the other hand, the search for
new policies among the rising
petty-bourgeois forces especially radi-
cal sections of the youth. The
traditional  bourgeois leaderzhip of
the Sri Lanka Tamils had hoped
for imperialist support, in order
strike a better bargain with their
Sinhala counterparts over the share
out of political power and economic
influence. But it has become clear
that this hoped—for support has not
materialized and is even less likely
to do so after the formation, on a
national level, of the UNP govern-
ment, which is fully acceptable
to the imperialists. This is why
vacillatory and compromising ele-
ments in the TULF, now seek to
make peace with the UNP govern-
ment and to get what they can for
them selves.

“At the same time, a totally
opposite trend is developing, es-
pecially among the radical youth
and petty-bourgeois sections who
form the active cadre of the TULF
and an important segment of its
socio-political base. Due to their
petty-bourgeois character, the poli-
cies of these sections is not without
distortions and contradictions, dri-
ven by frustration and desperation,
and upderstandably angered by the
humiliations and  mis-treatment
they have experienced, these sections
have raized the unrealistic divisive
and unacceptable demand for a se-
parate state of Eelam. On the other
hand, the ideas of scientific socia
lism have begun to excercise ap ip-
creasingly attractive influence on
radical Tamil youth, who see in
scientific socialism the only real
solution to the pational apna socio-
economic problems they experience.
This had led them, and the TULF
leaders associated with them, to
adopt positions similar to those of
the Left parties on many socio-



€Conomic problems that affect the
Whole country—eg the Budget,
problems of democracy, attacks on
the working people and 50 on. It
has also led them to search for ways
and means of developing relations
with progressive forces among the
Sinhalese and with sociallst apd
national liberation forces abroad.

“Our Party must take a positive
attitude towards such develop-
ments and help in every way posi-
ble to see that they continue in
directions that help to restore
national unity, preserve the teri-
torial integrity of the country, and
help the overall advance of Left
and democratic forces throughout
tha country. In this regard, ovr
Purty :zhould take nteps to restore
the canfidence which the national
minorities fiad in us by frankly accep-
ting ond correcting certain righist
and opportunist errors, whick dis-
figured our correct poifcy in thes
recent fpasy and led to cuspicions
about what we really stocd for. Exam-
ples of such mistakes are the incorrect
pozitions we odopted over the events
of 8th January, 1966, and our failure
energetically and publicly ic oppose
not only the many discriminations

that Tamil-zpeaking minoritiers ex-
perience in their daily lives, but
afzo the excesses of some of the

seculity services in the North during
the period of the Emergency. We
should also popularise and make
more widely known our proposals
a5 to how the question of com-
munal relations can be justly sol-
ved. Our Party accepts the right
of the Sri Lanka Tamils to celf-deter-
mination. But as a Party which reeke
to unite all sections of the warking
people and not to divide them, we
consider that this right zhould be
exercized in such a way as pot to
harm the territorial integrity of Sri
Lanka or the unity of the working
clazz and progressive force:, both
Sinhalese and Tamil. We therefore,
oppose proposals, to divide Sri Lanka
into ceparate, dwarf stater. We be-
lieve that this view iz shared by the

Self-determination For Minorities

vait majority of both Sinhalese and -guage. All thiese principles, which

Tamils. X

“For many years our Party has
considered that, as a step towards
restoring unity between the Sip-
halese and Tamil people apd enab-
ling them to co-operate in solving
the tasks of progressive develop-
ment, the principle of regional
autenomy within a unified stite she-
uld be accepted and applied. This
is also fully in keeping with recent
trends towards administrative de-
centralisation. We are happy that
our Party's proposas in regard to
regional autonomy have been accepted
by other parties of the ULF g5 well,
and incorporated into the official
document of the ULF. We must
now campaign actively to persuads
the Sinhalere people of the justice
of the proposalz for regional autonomy
and its necessity in the interest
of achieving communal harmony
and upity. We must also campaign
among the Tamils to persuade
them that their right to self-deter-
mination can best be expressed
through regional autonomy within
a unitary state,

“Qur Thesiz breaks new ground
by linking the questions of self-
determination and regional autonimy,
and by setting out the brood lines
along which the principle of regionol
autenomy can best be applied. Depend-
ing on the wishes of the people
of the area, one or more autono-
mols regions can be set up in the
Northern and Eastern areas of the
country, were the Sri Lanka Tamils
have traditionally lived for cep-
turies. These autopomous regions
should also have the right to amal-
gamate if they so wish. We also
propose anumber of constitutional
guarantees of the legitimate angd
cultural rights of both the Sipha-
lese and Tamil peoples, so as to
ensure equality of treatment and
guarentee that no citizen suffers
any disability or dierimination as a
result of his race, culture or lan-
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are set out in the Thesis have to
be elaborated further so that both
the people and the Party member-
ship are clear as to how our pro-
posals should operate in Law, ad-
ministrative practice, and in their
daily lives, As this cannot be done
at a Congress, which has also to
deal with a host of other matters,
our Central Committee has pro-
posed your acceptance of a resolu-
tion that a special conference sho-
uld be held in the -~ourse of this
year for this purpose.

'“Qur Thesis also draws pointed
attention to the need to remove
‘the dual discrimination that Up-
country Tamilz cf Indian Origin,
who number pearly one million
pecple and are mainly plantation
workers, experiepce-both as com
munity and as workers. It makes a
number of proposals in this regard.
It also asserts that, although the
Indo-Sri  Lanka Agreements have
created a basis for reducing this
problem to mznageable size and
taken certain positive steps for-
ward towards its solution, they
cannot be regirded as the fipal
word on the matter. It is necessary
to solve what is left unsolved in
this problem through discusions
with the representative organisa-
tions of the Up-country Tamils
with the Government of India,
with full respect for the voluntary
principle in the matter of allowing
a choice between a return to India
and settlement in Sri Lanka,

Our proposed conference should
also give more consideration to the
new trends developing among the
Muslims  of Sri Lanka, referred
to in our Thesis. Our Party shoud
find ways and means of establishing
closer links with the increasing
sections of the youth and intelli-
gentsia of this minority commu-
nity, who are being attracted to
socialism as a result of the spec-
tacular advances made by the Mus-
lim populations in the Central

TRIBUNE, April 22, 1978



Asian Republics of the Soviet Union °

under the socialist system, and who
are increasingly expressing soli-
darity with the anti-imperialist
struggles of the Arab and other
Muslim people. We should also
support their efforts to overcome
as rapidly as possible the education
and other historically—inherited
disadvantages which the Muslims
of Sri Lanka experience at the mo-
ment, as well as fight to end the
difficulties and vexations they ex-
perience as a result of discrimi-
natory interpretations and appli-
cations of the Official Language
Act and the Citizenship Acts.

“The  pro-imperialist reaction-
ary forces, led by the UNP have
tried, and still try, to use the
national minorities as political re-
serves. For this purpose, they
use the bourgeoise leadership
amopg the national minorities and
their policies. It is necessary deci-
sively to change this position and,
by solidarising with the radicaj
and democratic forces pnow deve-
loping among the national minc.

Notice under Section 7 of
the Land Acquisitlon Act
(Cap. 460) as amended by
the Land Acquisition (Amen-
dment) Act No. 28 of 1964

Rof. No. 9a/3/193.

It is intended to require the

lands described in the Schedule

below. For further particulars

see the Gazette of the Republic

of Sri Lanka No. 3|4 of
21/04/1978 (part ).

SCHEDULE

Situation: In thevillage of Yatala
watta, D. R. O's Division of
G, B, P, North, Galle District,

Name of Land: Mamipadola
Mukalana alias Mayiyyokka
Hena

Plan and Lot Nos: Lots
& 5in P. P Gaa 726.

W.E. L Fernando
Acquiring Officer
Galle District.

1,2,3,4

The Kachcheri,
Galle, 06 April 1978
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rities, make them allies of the Left
and democrutic forces of the coun-
try in general.”

© © ©

QUIDNUNCS

Textile Scandal
What Next?

A QUIDNUNC, according to
the Shorter Oxford Dictionary,
is “one who is constantly ask-
ing ‘what now?’, ‘what news!?'
hence an inquisitive person, a
gossip. The word comes from

the Latin, quid (what) ntnc
(now)—what now?—and is de-
fined in Websters Dictionary

as “one who seeks to know all
the latest gossip.”' Our own
era, especially in Sri Lanka, is

admittedly the Quidnuncs’
Golden Age. Gossip is now a
marketable commedity. The

stories our Quidnuncs bring are
bared on a substratum of truth
and Tribune publishes them only
if the fire from which the smoke
has arisen has some kind of
reality. Apart from a few kite-
flying stories to provoke inves-
tigation, most stories in this
columpn have bite enough for
a daily paper to go to town
with a banner headline.

In the Quidnuncs column of the
Tribune of April | 1578 (vol. 22
No. 41)—pot an April Fool's issue
—we had an item about the textile
imports of Cyntex Ltd., and Para-
gons Ltd. (Tribune has no axe to
grind. Our only concern is the
public interest.) We published par-
ticulars as far as our Quidnuncs
could ascertain them. If such parti-
culars were partially incorrect,
inadequate, or incomplete we have
always published further parti-
culars often supplied by the one
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Cyutex Ltd

or more parties concerned or named
in the report to make the record
complete. -

On the 3lst March, in the after-
noon, shortly after the April I,
issue of Tribune was released a
director of Cyntex Ltd—he said
his name was Hussain—telephoned
the Editor and wanted to kpnow
who had furnished the “‘wrong
information’ about Cynteximports.
The Editor requested him to fur-
nish the *“correct information’ for
publication. The Cyntex Director
demanded that Tribune send a re-
porter to their office immediately
to be given the full facts. He was
told that Tribune did not send repor-
ters to meet tycoons under these
circumstances. The Director was
invited to send a note pointing out
inaccuracies and setting out the

“facts’’. This he declined to do
and threatened ‘“‘to take Tribune
to Colrt: i i

On Monday, April 3, Mr. A. Y. S,
Gnanam telephoned the Editor and
regretted that the article was
published without prior reference
to him or the company. The Editor
repeated the invitation to send
in a note with all the facts as Cyntex
understood them for publication.
Mr. Gnapam updertook to send
us such a noe, but Tribune has so
far not recetved it. No sooner
we receive the same we shall pub-
lish it in full. Of course with our
comments, and the comments of
the  Quidnuncs who  brought
us the news in the first instance.

In the meantime, there are a
few matters that have subsequently
been brought to our notice on
which further clarification from
Cyntex would be welcome. There
is, however, one matter on which
we had erred. We had said that
the Cyntex defence was that they
had the machine to *‘cut and stitch”
the 32"'—36" into saree width of
45"”. The Quidnunc concerned—
not being a textile expert—had
mistaken the world “stretch” for

6
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“stitch” because he could not ima-
gine that it was possible to “'stretch”
" ordinary textiles, even synthetics,
even a few inches. The Quidnunc
concerned now tells us that what
was done was that the short width
textiles were “‘stretched” and not
“stitched’’. What is not clear is
whether the goods examined by
the authorities were before or
after “'stretching” and whether
specimens with 38" to 41" width
were rezlly after “‘stretching.

Three questions of significance
arise; (1) whether “stretching”
of width will not mean shor-
tening in the length!? (2) whe
ther similar “stretching” has
been done in regard to past
imports and this may be of
crucial importance so far as
the import duty payable is
concerned? (3) whether Gov-
ernment should not make it
compulsory for private tex-
tile importers and manufac-
turers to make known the
fact whether a piece was
“stretched” or not.

Quidnuncs, say that it was a mat-
ter of gossip in the Textile
underground of Colombo of that
the President and Secretary of the
Synthetics Manufacturers’ Associa-
tion got the orders for 2 million
and | million yards respectively.
An addditional charge of US cts.5
was allowed for the yardage air-
freighted. Quidnuncs say that the
Customs, in the first instance,
were only concerned with the
duty chargeable: and as this was a
special government order, they
did not concern themselves with
the aspcts like classification, quality,
material, etc. and further that the
customs was strictly conncerned
only with the yardage for duty
levying. No inspection was under
taken until there were “tip-offs”
by parties who seemed to be in the
know. (The duty on “'saree material
of 45" width was either Rs. 150
per saree or 259 of the value).

7

Quidnuncs say that Cyntex Ltd.,
had airfreighted their 2 million
yards in a special charter flight
from Dubai (why Dubai?): that the
entire consignment had been clea-
red on a special deposit and beep
transerrea to the importers
stores. It was only after the trouble
had started about the Paragons
imports that the Cyntex consign-
ment was examined. Paragons
had airfreighted 300,000 yards apd
brought the balance 700,000 yards
by sea. The orders for the 3 mili-
lion had been placed, it is said, in
Karachi, Singapore, Hongkong and
Tokyo. The Customs, where the
air-freighted goods were concerned,
had accepted them as imports pre
sumably in accordance with the
licence and had only worked out
the duty. It was the Paragon's sea-
freight consignment that had started
the ball rolling in regard to “ins-
pections”, allegedly because of a
man from Hyderabad now ruling
the roost in Pettah. Lace mate-
rial, polyesters and moscrepe,
among other items, had surfaced.
We do not know whether the full
story will ever be unfolded.

If the information Quidnuncs have
gathered is pot as complete or
accurate as Cyntex or Paragons
know the to be, we invite them
to furnish them true facts for pub-
lication and verification, if nessary

We await Mr. Gpanam’'s commn-
nication.

—RE- e
LETTERS

Sansoni Commission

Sir,

Your footpote to S.AV.'s letter
in the Tribune of March 25th says
that “‘exigencies of space’ preven-
ted you from repeating the evi-
dence, before the Sapsoni Com
mission, reported in bulk by the
dailies. If you would care to make
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a comparative study, you will find
that the English drilies do not give
the same coverage to the evidence
as done by the iniependent dailies
like Eeelanadu & Virakesari. To
illustrate, | quote the following
extracts from the evidence of Mr.
K. R. Suvendrarajah, a business-
man of Anurachapura as reported
in 3 different dailies,

According to the Eelanadu of
March 2Ist, “The Anuradhapura
North UNP member Bandara’s pri-
vate secretary Pathirana was with
a knife in the crowd. He (witness)
also knew that he was the UNP
organiser of the Jafina junction
area in Apuradhapura. He came with
the knife and 'placed it against the
neck of constable Alagaperuma, who
was helping us, and asked ‘Are
you going tp save the Tamils?”

The corresponding reportage
in the Ceylon Daily News of March
25th is “‘Alagaperuma too, in civils,
accompanied them to the . kach-
cheri. As the van passedthe Jafipa
junction, a crowd led by Pathirana,
attacked them."

The relevant passage from the
Sun of March 2Ist is “The crowd
then rushed to ope Mr. Alaga-
peruma (note the ‘I') a police
copstable who arrived at the scepe.
They pointed a knife at Alagaperu-
mal and asked whether he was
going to safeguard the Tamils"

While “‘exigencies of space’ is
your problem, the English dailies
might as well say “‘brevity is the
soul of wit''.

Ever since your KESARI days
you have stressed on the import-
ance of independent & objective
reporting & analytical writing. To
keep your readers well informed
is it too much to expect you to de-
vote at least a page a week to report
some of the vital parts of the evi-
dence befoe the Sansoni Commission?

N. Deva Rajan
Jaffna.
27.3.78
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Herodutus And The
Holy Writ

Sir,

| was interested in the letter
in yeur issue of [4.1.78 by Mr.
H. Levin pertzining to Belshazzar's
feast in Babylon as | have had occa-
sion to refer to this subject in an
article “'Merodotus and the Holy
Wit

The following extracts will |
think interest your readers.

In an article written by Douglas,
who was supposed to have been
the most accomplished writer in
India in his time, (Ceslon Literary
Register, 1891-92), he says, "It is
said in the Bible, Anpd it came
to pass that night, that the Angel
of the Lord went ocut, and smote
in the camp of the Assyrians a
hundred four score and five thou-
sand; and when they arose early
in the morning, behold they were
all dead corpses. So Sennacherib,
king of Assyria departed and went
and returned, and dwelt at Nineveh
(2 Kings 19)

Herodotus the famous traveller
of the 5th century BC refers to
this subject in his records and re-
garding which Douglas, (Ceylon
Literary Regizter, 1891-92), has this
to say, '‘Belshazzar’s Feast and the
Fall of Babylon have exercised
the imagination of many a poet
and painter, and criticism stands
abashed at the glowing narrative.
It may however, to strengthen a
wavering faith in the Holy Writ
that Herodotus is explicit. enough
on the feasting and dancing on
that memorable night. He says.
the city was taken at both extre-
mities, some time before it was
known at the great Royal Rendez-
vous. The statement of Herodotus
that the destruction of Senna-
cherib’s army was due to field mice
is a rude awakening to our pre-
conceived notions, and looks ask-
ance at the poet’s pen and painters
brush, though it detracts nothing

TRIBUNE April 22, 1978

from him  whose name is the
Almighty. It is a sharp descent,
however, as one would say, from
the wing of an archangel to one of
the smallest of God's living crea-
tures. The means are different
but the end is the same.

“The nibbling of mice may have
been as effective as the breath of
the archangel. ‘Look at me and
learn to reverence the Gods' was
the inscription which Herodotus
tells us was placed on a statue of
Vulcan, with a mouse in its open
palm, erected at Memphis as sup-
posed to commemorate the event
and we can only repeat the dictum:-

‘Where reason fails with all her

powers,

There faith prevails

adores’

“The version of Herodotus pre-
supposes | Imagine that the mice
must have devoured the food of
the army before they attacked their
thongs, bucklers and bowstrings.
In Greek, mouse and rat are the
same word; in Latin, the rat of
Egypt. mus Egyptius. In 1879, mil-
lions of rats invaded the Dekhan
and destroyed the crops over a
thousand miles.”

The reference by Douglas to
the destruction of Sennacherib’s
army as due to field mice and the
descent from the wing of an archan-
gel to one of the smallest of God's
living creatures is of interest as
while he points out that Herodotus
has copfirmed the Bible where it
refers to the decimation of Sen-
nacherib’s army he doubts the re-
ference to the archapgel as the
means of the destruction of the
army. The reference to the archan-
gel is symbolic and is actually a
reference to the scourge of plague
which was actually the immediate
cause of the destruction of the
armed might of Sennacherib.

That it was not the rats them-
selves but the plague that was
the cause of the disaster can be in-
ferred from what Keller has pointed

and love
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From Our Regders

£
out in his book The Bible as History
where he says at page 257, ""Whilst
the Assyrian reccrds are enveloped
in a veilsecrecy, the Bible says:
“and it came to pass that night,
that the angel of the Lord went
out, and smote in the camp of the
Assyrians 2 hundred four score
and five thousand and when they
arose early in the morping, behold,
they were all dead
Sennacherib, king of Assyria de-
parted and went and returned
and dwelt at Neneveh (2 Kings 19)",

Herodetus  Halicarnassus, the
most famous traveller in the an-
cient world. .helped to solve the
puzzie..ln Egypt he had a long
conversation with 2 temple priest
who imparted a strange story to
the inquisitive Greek.

It happend that =t the very time
that Sennacherib the Assyrian mar-
ched against Egypt
armed force, there was
on the throne of Egypt who treate |
the army as a coptemptibie pro-

with a

My No. 3/40/1/168

Notice Under Section 7 of

Tha Land Mcquisition Act as

Amend.d by tue Land Acquisi-

tion (Amendment) act Mo, 23
of [984.

Please see the Gazetre No. 314
part iii dated 70 | ef Repub
lic of Sri Lanka the partl-

culars of A-quisitien of land
which is described in the Sche-
dile below:-

Situation: Parag 2da and
Ehalagasterne Viliag Neooan-
golla wasma, D.R.O's Division
of lnamaluwakorale

Name of Land: Rattota Estate
alias Gallindzhena.

Extent: 99 Acres, I Rood,
17 perches.

Plan No: VP. 561 (Ex. 1) and
V.P. 563 (Ex. 2

Lot Nos. 34, 44, 69, 74, 75,
77 1l

H. A. D. R. Hathurusinghe
Additional Govt. Agent,
Matale District

| The Kachcheri,

Matale, 3ist March, 1978

corpses. 5o
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fessiopn. The Egyptian warriors who
had ben so disdainfully dealt with,

refused to take the field. There-
upon tie prizst kRing hurried to
the temple in deep despair. There
he wes told, God would help him.
Relying upop this, the king, who

had actually no soldiers behind kim
but only shepkeepers, tradesmen
and market folk went to ' meet
Sennacherib. At the parrow en-
trances into the country "an army
of field mice swarmed over their
opponents in the night..rnawed
through their quivers and their
bows, znd the handles of their
shiclds, so that on the following
day they fled minus their arms
and a great number of them fell.”

Hence concludes  Herodotus’
story, “This king still stands in
the Hephaestus's temple with a
mouge in his hand and with the
following inscription, 'Leck on me
and live in safety.’

However obscure the meaning
of this religious legend may he,
its core is historical.

For the peoples of the ancient
worle, as-also for the Bible (I
Samucli, the mouse wa, what the
rat was for the people of the Middle
Ages. It was the symbol of plague.

On the of Lackish, Starkey,
the archeologis found  shock-
ing proof of the story in [938. A
mass grave in the rock with 2000
human  skeletons uamistakenly
thrown in with the utmost haste.

The epidemic must have raged with
frightful destruction amopgst the
Agsyrian warriors.

Further copfirmation of the
devastation of countries by plague
introduced by rats is provided by
De Queyroz in his bock, Conguest
of Ceylon where at page |5 he says:
“But as all human prosperity has
its limits, apd great riches become
an incentive to great vices, whenp
this city (Anurachapura) and king-
dom was most prosperous, then
were they ruined entirely, there
preceding a protracted civil war

9

followed by a contagion of small
pox, which is the plague of these
nations apnd warm climates, where
it attacks the same pemson two or
three times. There was added to
this a lack of provisions and an
invasion of poisonous rats, and
by these scourges the greater
part of the people of that city per-
ished in punishment, as they con-
fess of unspeakable crime........ i

The referepce to poisonous rats
is of significance in this context.
Thus we see that the archeologist
has helped to restore our faith in
the poet, the painter and the Holy
Writ.

J. R, Sinnatamby

85, 5th Lane,
Colombo 3.
8.3.78

On Buses

Sigs

Mr. Mohamed, like every-Minis-
ter of Transport before him has
promised us mcre new buses.
One capnot but be sceptical about
this solution to the CTB's ills as
fong as buses continue to be care-
lessly used and indifferently main-
taiped.

How many of our buses have
manzged to survive without having
their bodywork damaged in one
way or another! How many CTB
buses have head-lights, tail-lights
brake-lights and turping indicator
lights that are not defective? A
bus with a speedometer in working
order is a rarity. Buses that show
such obvious signs of negligence
rmust surely be having more serious,
if less easily noticed, mechanical
defects.

For some time now, | have beep
noticing another phepomenon—
buses without their rear shock-
absorbers (dampers). Within the
space of a short period | have notis
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ced these buses without rear shock
absorbers:—

22 Sri 4156 23 Sri 4976

23 Sri 4213 22 Sri 4668

22 Sri 5566 23 Sri 3303

23 Sri 4209 23 Sri 4354

23 Sri 3979 23 Sri G037

23 Sri 6383 23 Sri 4415

23 Sri 6440 23 Sri 4832
| invite other motorists to  make
this observatien themselves when

they are following Tata-Benz buses
in which the diagonally fitted rear
shock absorbers are easily visible.

Fr. lames Cooke, G.M.1.

De Mazenod House,
40, Farm Road,
Mattakkuliya,
Colombo I5.

0 ®
Cleaning Up Colombo

siri

| heartily disagree with Tribune's
endorsement (Feb. 18, page ) of
Prime Minister Premadasa’s acti-
vityon behalfof the city of Colombe.
Members of the Cabinet, and in
particular the Prime Minister, are
responsible for matters that affect
the whele country. They cannot
Involve themselves in particular
details that concern one or other
locality. Cbviously the Prime
Minister cannot undertake to clean
up every town in Sri Lanka, or
even all the Municipalities, So, if
he takes it upen himself to see that
the streets of Colombo are “'brigh-
ter, cleaper, and more attractive,”
and does not (because he can not)
do the same for other citles, he is
unfairly favouring Colembo.

Every Municipality has (or has
the right to have) a Council, duly
elected by the citizens and charged
with the respensibility for all
matters pertaining to the city, If
a Cabinet Minister finds that some
Council is neglecting its duty, it is
not for him persopally to do that

‘work. The role of the Minister
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is to see that the local authorities
actually do what they have been
elected to do. Where for the time
being a Special Commissioner is
acting in place of an elected Coun-
cil, he has the same rights and dut-

ies and should be left to do his
duty. The Cibinet and the Natio-
nal State Assembly ought to aid
the local authorities, safeguarding
their rights" and seeing that they
do their duties. But it is wrong

Sri Lanka Chronicle

for them to absorb and destroy
the subordinate bodies.

Claude R. Daly S.J..
31, Clifford Place,
Colombo 4,
3 March 1978

SRI LANKA CHRONICLE

March 29 — April 4

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA AND THE WORLD
COMPILED FROM DAILY NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHED IN COLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—Ceylon Daily Mirror;
CO—Ceylon Observer; S§T—Sunday Times; DM—Dina-
ATH—Aththa;

mina; LD—Llankadipa; VK—Virakesari;

SM—Silumina;  SLD—Sri Lapkadipa;  /D—lanadina;
DP—Dinapathi; SU—Sun; DW-—Dawasa; CM—Chintha-
mani; WK—Weekend; RR—Rivirasa; EN—Eelanadu;

IDPR—Information Department Press Release; DK—

Dinakara.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 129: Ministers have been
warned to be extra vigilant when acting on the advice
of the bureaucracy; some members of the bureaucracy
have continued to misguide leaders of successive gov-
ernments and similar attempts are being made even
now. Patriotism will occupy a prominent place in the
new Educational Reforms Structure introduced by
the Ministry of Education. The Agricultural Deyelop-
ment Authority will start work in ten electorates in
the North Western and Western Provinces from Mon-
day. The Police have sought the assistance of the media
in Sri Lanka to help stem the rising tide of crime. The
Minister of lIrrigation etc said that with the appoint-
ment of District Ministers next month decision mak-
ing and implementation of the government's develop-
ment programmes would be decentralised; these chan-
ges would also integrate the village with the estate.
Under a master plan to give people fish at a cheaper
price, the Minister of Fisheries has invited foreign
firms to fish in our deep sea and sell Sri Lanka 409, of
their catch in varieties determined by him and the
transaction to be in rupees. Air Ceylon will close down
ten of its branches abroad by Friday—CDN. A four
member team of experts is here to review the entire
tax and tariff structure of the country. A check
is to be maintained over the registration of new small
industries within 20 miles radius of Colombo; an order
to this effect has gone from the Minister of Industries
and Scientific Affairs—CDM. Five tons of Potassium
Nitrate, a highly explosive chemical said to be illegally
imported into the country by a loeal private firm, has
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aroused the suspicion of the security authorities. There
will be far-reaching changes in the administrative machi-
nery at district level when the district ministry scheme
comes into effect. Three new remand prisons are to
be constructed in Colombo, Kandy and Kalutara. The
government will issue the new series rice ration books
to consumers entitled to their revalidated ration books
this year—SU. In future high appointments to govern-
ment departments, corporations etc will be made only
after a sub committee of MP's have investigated and
found them fit for appointment—DP. The Laksala has
increased the prices of all their goods by 5%. The
Mational Milk Board has decided to increase the price
of locally produced condensed milk by 75 cents; thus
the price of atin of condensed milk is Rs. 4—JD. 146 stu-
dents from Royal College and 127 students from Ananda
College have been called to enter the University this
year—DK. The Minister of Foreign Affairs will
leave on Monday, April 3 for India on a goodwill mission
in response to a long standing invitation by the Indian
government—I/DPR No. 64/78. The South Korean Eco-
nomic Delegation left yesterday after a week’s survey
of possible investment in the FTZ—IDPR No. 62/78.

THURSDAY, MARCH 30: Initiatives have been
taken by the President to ensure the availability of
adequate employment opportunitiesin the public sector,
corporatioﬁ-sector and the private sector. The Minister
of Education said that there was a move recently to
create trouble in the campuses and to bring the gov-
ernment into disrepute, however the government acted
with patience. The UNP has decided to appoint a num-
ber of committees headed by experienced public ser-
vants and other responsible citizens to look into various
allegations made by members of the public. Mr. Nis-
sanka Wijeyaratne has been appointed Minister of
Higher Education in addition to his present portfolio of
Minister of Education. The government yesterday
approved two proposals of the Minister of Plantation
Industry (1) 2 Palmyrah Board and (2) a National Institute
of Plantation management. All heads of divisions of the
University of Sri Lanka have been instructed to send
in confidential reports on lecturers or other members
of the teaching staff suspected of inciting students to
strike or participate in acts of violence. The PM wishes
that the UK and European branch of the UNP looks
after the interests of all Sri Lankam nationals in those
countries and is'a source of strength and encourage-
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ment to them—CDN. Women will enjoy equal rights
and privileges with men in admission to jobs in the public
and corporation sectors and other state institutions;
a decision to this effect was taken by the government
yesterday. Several students of the strikebound Colombo
Campus are anxious and willing to get back to their
lectures. Students of the Colombo Campus yesterday
continued their strike which began on the 27—CDM.
Seven regional boards of the CTB, each headed by a
Chairman, will shortly be appointed by the Ministry
of Transport with a view to streamlining the transport
system of the country. More than one million persons
over eighteen years of age have not applied for identity
cards according to the Department of Reglistration of
Persons—SU. The Minister of Fisheries has said that
those foreign vessels which fish in our territorlal waters
without permission will be confiscated and a fine of Rs.
2 lakhs will be Imposed—DP. The government has decided
to brief MP's about subversive dctivities reported from
various parts of the country. A large stock of valuable
trawler and mechanised boat spares is deteriorating
in the Fisheries Corporation's engineering store at
Mutwal; these spares are valued at about Rs. 3.5 mil-
lion—CO. The government has decided to, allow May
Day rallies as usual this year—VK.

FRIDAY, MARCH 3I: The President yesterday
appointed a three member special Presidential Commis-
sion of Inquiry headed by Mr. Justice J. G. T. Weera~
ratne, to inquire into and obtain information in regard
to misuse and abuse of power during the period May
1970 to luly 1977. Following a request made by the
Cost of Living Committee the price of Perakum Con-
densed milk was reduced from Rs. 4 to the former price
of Rs. 3.25; this item will be sold to the public through
the co-ops and authorised dealers. The Administration
of Justice Law enacted by the previous government
has contributed in a large way to the soaring crime
Wave in the country; under this law 34,000 IRC's are
on the loose and 32,000 persons who have committed
grave crimes have received suspended sentences. A
Sri Lanka International Airline will soon replace the
international services of Air Ceylon—CDN. Bombs and
weapons found in the residential universities were
enough to fight a war and that was one reason Why
the government decided to close the halls of residenc
at all university campuses said the Minister of Educa-
tion. The Ceylon Institute of Scientific and Industrial
Research is to be reorganised and expanded according
to the Minister of Scientific and Industrial Affairs. The
secretary of the new Ministry of Higher Education, soon
after he assumed duties yesterday met the Colombo
Campus student leaders and promised that he would
meet representatives from all other campuses at an
early date to discuss their grievances—CDM. The Draft
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Bill ghat will replace the existing University of Ceylon
Act has called for far reaching reforms upon the entire
higher education structure of the country; this bill
which, was drafted after hearing the views of all sec-
tions of the university community will come up for
discussion before the cabinet next week. The Ministry
of Defence yesterday directed the police and armed
forces to provide added protection for lorries carrying
consumer goods to the outstations from Colombo—SU.
The Arts Faculty will be step by step removed from
the Peradeniya Campus and the campus will be reserved
specially for medicine, engineering and science subjects
said the new secretary of the Higher Education minis-
try—VK. Work on deepening the Nuwara Eliya Lake
has commenced; this is being done at an enormous
cost using the best machinery of the Ministry of Irri-
gation etc for the mere pleasure of rich tourists. The
Fertilizer Corporation and the Paddy Marketing Board
are short of sacks to pack their stuff; so the Jute Cor-
poration is going to increase its production—/D.

SATURDAY, APRIL |: There is a mess in the National
Paper Corporation and chaotic conditions prevail;
the result is a shortage of paper and boards both locally
manufactured and imported: this is the unanimous
view expressed at an emergency joint meeting of the
All Ceylon Printer's Association, All Ceylon Printer's
Co-operative Society and the All Ceylon Paper Mer-
chant’s Association which met this week. The Colombo
Tea Trade is perturbed ever the increase of import
duty on tea by the Pakistan Government on Thursday.
The Food Ministry yesterday directed all co-operative
societies in the country to purchase goed quality rice
wherever available and sell it to the consumer at cost
price. A modern film school and film complex will be
started by the State Film Corporation near the cestne
Tharanga on the old race course in Colombo. The
Minister of Transport promised that there would be
a record development and improvement in the transport
sector of the country this vear once the Trapsport Minis-
try’s plans are implemented. The payment of Rs. 50
monthly to unempgloyed youth will start in a few week’s
time according tthe the Minister of Finance. The Com-
mission of Inquiry probing Air Ceylon resented an in-
terim reports to the siPresient yesterday morning—CDN.
The government has taken steps to wipe out the in-
famous ‘pori’ sstem which eas been operating in the
port of Colombo for nearly 20 years; under this sgstem
employees of government departments in duty in the
port take unofficial ave by mutual arrangement and
draw their pay as if they had worked. Infectious diseases
such as dysentry and hepatitis have broken out in several
areas. Local film audiences who had hituerto been star-
ved of first rate English film fare would be abld to see
shortly some of the films that have received world
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acclaim—CDM. Urgent emergency measures have Been
taken by the government to save the Mahaweli water
that is new flowing into waste; radio active devices
of the Atmonic Energy Authority are being male use
of to gauge the rate wasteage in order to take remedia
measures. The PM of Singapore Mr, Lee Kuan Yew will
visit Sri Lapka on April 10, The Mipister of Fipance
has removed the levy of BTT on gem exports with
effect from midnight yesterday—SU. Former PM Mrs
Sirimavo Bandarciaile said that she would centinue
her political career for the emanicpation of the country
and that she would not run away due to defeat—VIC
The Job Bank has get double the number of jobs needed
to launch its programme—DM. The Ministry of Housing
and Construction has taken steps to copstruct 100,000
houses in the city and villges—LD. Mr. Colvin R. de
Silva is guestioning the government as to what hap-
pened to the three students taken by thugs who invaded
the Arts Education Centre at the end of last month—
JD. The government has increased the price of essep-
tial drugs for the third time—ATH. An uneasy peace
returned to South Lebenon yesterday as there were
no reports of fighting for the first time since [srael
launched its massive attack two weeks ago. A genior
Pakistani embassy official said that appesls for mercy
on behalf of former PM Zulfikar Ali Bhutto were pre-
mature and suggested a lak of confidence in the coup-
try and its judicial system—DN. The SWAPO Nationa-
lists group has agreed that 1500 South African troops
can remain in Namibia for the time being but objects
to their bases. The Urban Guerillas, kidnappers of
former PM, Aldo Mero, yestercay released a five page
letter in which the former PM writes of his trial to the
Interior Minister; 2 communique from the red brigades
was attached. Former Indian PM, Indira Gandhi drew
large crowds yesterday when she came to speak in an
important parliamentary by-election campzign for Karpal
in the Northern state of Haryana. ltaly's ruling Chris-
tian democrats last night rejected any deal with Urban
guerillasfor the releass of kidnapped former PM eaps.ledo
Moro. French PM, Raymond Barre today submitted
has gvoernment’s resignation to President Giscard D'
Estaing who accepted the resingation. The vist to Cairo
of Israeli Defence Minister Ezer Weizman, who spent
thirty hours in Cairo and his talks with President Sadat
were described today as a failure; observers believe that
there has been no change in the attitudes on either
side—SU.

SUNDAY, APRIL 2: A Constitutional Amendment
will become necessary to effectively work the pew
system of District Mipistries the government plans to
implement, a report prepared at high government
levels reveals. The Ministry of Cultural Affairs has
asked all GA’s to make arrangements to receive the
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Kapilayastu relics which will be exhibited throughout
the country during the Wesak season. The Fisheries
Corporation is expanding its exports of .rawns and
shrimps as a foreign exchange earner and the ‘shrimp
girl's of the corporation will be provided with better
facilities to help the corporation pack its product ex-
peditiously—S0O. Late attendance is a daily occurance
in over 90% of the public sector institutions; this
finding has been made by the Committee of Govern
ment MP's which inguired into the bursaucracy in its
interim report to the President. The government has
approvad legislation to give effeet to the transfer tax
to motor cars which was one of the proposals in the
budget of the Minister of Fipance; accerdirg to the
proposals a transfer fee will be levied instoad of the
809, tax which has been in operation since [763—ST.
Over 800 Sri Lapkans who were lured by the prospect
of secking employment abroad are stuck in Karachi
with nowhere to go; some sell their passports for Rs
155, while others peddle drugs and still others work
like slaves on the streets. Police stations throughout
the island have been alerted against the possibility of
demonstrations and disturbances that may be created
by subversive groups led by released insurgents in a
bid to commomorate the 7th apniersary of the April
5th uprising—WHK. An order is likely to be brought ssoon
preventing anyene who has been convicted by acourt
and released on bail from leaving this island without
the permission of the same court—CM. About 15,000
youths in the city of Colombo are said to be in the
habit of using drugs—SLDP. The US Commerce Depart-
ment announced a 4.52 billion dollar trade deficit which
is the worst in the history of the US and the dollar
immeadiately plunged in the world currency markets.
Fifty planes landed in a continuous stream at Pan Gurion
International Airport bringing MNorwegian troops
and equipment for the United Nations peace keeping
force in Lebanon—SO.

MONDAY, APRIL 3: The government will launch a
three pronged drive to bring down searing fish prices;
this week the Fisheries Corporation will start releasing
quantities of flsuh from a buffer stock of 34,000 tons,
secondly stocks will be seld at reasonable prices on a
retail basis and thridly the corporations staff will go
into fishing wadis to purchase at least 75% of the fish
caught in the country. Wanton damage, cannibalisation
of tea factories and theft by employees appointed during
the previous regime in 80 estates have cost the Sri
Lanka State Plantations Corporation over 15 millien
rupees. Malaria is rearing its head once again apd the
health authorities are battling the disease with inter-
national co-operation. The three-member Special Pesi-
dential Commission of Inquiry appointed by the President
to inquire into and report on the various misdeeds
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committed between May 1970 and July 1977 will meet
almest imediately to discuss the preliminaries in regard
to the functioning of the Commission—CDN. Mr. B, L
Fernando has been appointed by the Sri Lanka govern-
mept as her UN representative and there I8 no question
of any other person representing Sri Lanka in the UN
agencies. The Public Performance Board has asked the
police to crack down on dramas and plays that are put
on the boards without their scripts being approved
by the board; this is because many of the plays have
been found to be of a subyersive nature. The 47 Muni-
cipal Dispensaries in the city are now experienting a
shortage of drugs. CTB foothoard travellers are soon
to be persecuted, on the orders of the Minister of
Transport. Trapsport Minister has announced that 3
locomotive engines and 150 coaches and 400 goods
wagons will arrive in Sri Lanka within the next two
months—CDM. The President has stepped in to revamp
the police service in this country and thereby utilise
it as an effective instrument in combatting the crime
wave which has reached alarming proportions in re-
cent months. The PM said yesterday that the county
was facing a terrible moral crisis and econemic uplift-
ment must go hand in hand with a spiritual awakening.
Smugglers and exchange racketeers are reported to
be having a field day by sending out to India a variety
of articles imported to Sri Lanka following the libera-
lisation of imports—SU. A decision to recall retired
university prefessors and lecturers and those who have
gone abroad has been taken in view of the fact that
mere students are being admitted to the campuses of
the university and a]se;because of opening new campuses
—DP. Encroachment in Wild Life Conservation Reserves
by government departments and state agencies has en-
‘gaged the attention of the President who has ordered
that no reservations be taken over without the autho-
rity of the NSA—CO. Tourism has become the fourth
bigest foreign exchange earner for the country; it
earned Rs. 364 million last year which is more than
the money earned by the export of gems and coconut
products—DW. Ipvstigations have revealed that | mil-
lion Rs. have been spent to shift the Insurgent Rehabi-
litation Centre to two places—iD. A Buddhist Bikkhu
from Sri Lapka who was carrying heroin has been
arrested in Rome—ATH. The Inter-Parliamentary
Unicn wound up a week-long spring session with a
vote condemning lsrael’s invasion of South Lebapon
and urging its immediate withdrawal. Pay disputes
which have deprived Londoners of national newspapers
during the past week were settled today. Somali gueril
las in the Orgaden claimed to have blown up an Ethio-
pian supply dump as hostilities in the horn of Africa
flared up—SU.

TUESDAY, APRIL 4: The Job Bank scheme whereby

i3 Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

enearly 160,000 persons are to be found employmen®
on a crash programme basis is being delayed because
some MP’s have yet to return the 1000 application forms
handed to them nearly a month ago; they have now
beep asked to send the forms before the finhala and
Hindu New Year. The government's target was to build
at leat 100,000 housing units in urban as well as rural
areas to accomodate the people wlo were at present
faced with heusing difficulties said the PM yesterday.
The President of the All Ceylon Paper Merchant’s Asso-
ciation dissassocicted his associatien frem the joint
meeting which was reported in the CDN yesterday,
in a letter to the press. The Minister of Transport will
socn present legislaticn in Parliament to regulate taxi
fares and give the public a better taxi service compara-
ble to these in other countries. The Bank of Ceylon
and the People's Bank have distributed Rs. 550 mil-
licn as zgricultural loans to farmers during the first
three menths of this year. The former Chief Justice Mr:
Victer Tennekoon will head the new Law Commission
which will undertake urgent research into existing laws
with a view to updating 2ll legislation and bringing it
in line with present day needs. The Sri Lanka  Airforce
has offered to expeditously airlift urgently needed drugs
and machinery for the government from abread, parti
cularly from neighbouring countries. Sri Lanka will
join hands with other South East Asian and Pacific coup-
tries in a bid to put a stop to the illicit trafficking of
drugs. A Dutch-perkod museum is to be set up shortly—
SU. The Ceylen Shipping Corporation is buying up
Ceylon Shipping Lines Ltd Sri Lanka's odest shipowner
and charterer—CO. Students si tting the GCE "A’ level
examination in arts subjects has dropped consierably
because of the difficulty of getting employment. The
number of CTB commuters hzs increased by 1.1 mil-
lion this year—DM. The Minister of Equcation has decided
to appoint one teacher for every 25 students. The
Police have decided to exhibit the photographs of pick
pockets on buses—DW. President Carter flew from
Monrsvia to Washington today after complefing a weak
long trip o Latin America and Africa, China today
accused the Soviet Upion of using Cuban troops as
mercenaries for armed intervention in Africa. Pope
Paul today made an emotional appeal fer the relezse of
Aldo Moro amid growing press speculation that the
former PM’s guerilla captors start to plan bargaining—
SU.
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INTERNATIONAL  AFFAIRS

By Ariel

Middle East,
Indo-China, China

There Is a dangerous stalemate
in the Middlg East. Israel is dictat-
ing to the UN the terms on which
it will withdraw from SouthLebanon:
that no Palestinian commando or
guerilla should be allowed to come
down south of the Litani River.
This means that any Palestinian.
the length of whose pose the Israelis
do not like, must be kept out by
the UN troops. Reports indicate
that lIsraeli forces are checking
on every Palestinian returning home
in such a way that groups were
being held up for days—in spite
of protests by UN troops and the-
International Red Cross. The gim-
ple position is that lIsraeli troops
are in occupation and are carry-
ing out police surveillance duties—
and the UN troops seem to dis-
charge only orpamental functions.
Whether UN Secretary General's
recent visit to Lebanon and lIsrael
will make any difference is not
clear.

israeli's action in South Lebanon
will encourage aggressors and
others to defy the UN and world
public opinion if they have the arms
to terrorise their victims. Israel’s
strength to bully comes from the
military, political and economic
support from the USA. Now, there
is nothing to prevent other coun-
tries which have Big Power sup-
port to act in the same way Israel
has done. Can apyone complain
if Ethiopia ‘“‘occupies” parts of
Somalia in the same way Israel
has occupied South Lebapon on
the ground that Somalia was pro-
jecting a guerilla movement in
the Ogaden. Israel is a law unte
itself in the Midale East and there
is no doubt that it has de facto
pushed its borders to the Litani
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River. lsrael has for a long time
wooed the Christian community
in Lebanon and had triggered the
civil war in a bid to elimipate the
Palestinians and~also bring Lebanon
and its Christians under Israeli
sway. The pretext was that it
was only ensuring its security and itg
borders. Now every country with
a border problem or security prob-
lem can act in the way Israel has
done—and invite UN troops to
overlook and sancuify its occupation.

The American and Western at-
tempt to solve the Arab-Israeli
problem from Nixon-Kissinger days
to the present have so far ended
in failure. There are sugggestions
that there are Vance—Brezenski
differences, but they do not seem
to matter. In like manner the
Anglo-American attempt to solve
the problem of black majority
rule in Southern Africa and Rhod-
sia have all but failed.

At the time of writing the US
Secretary of State, Vapce, and
British Foreign Secretary, Owen,
are in Southern Africato ressurrect
the Anglo-American plan for back
majority rule in Rhodesia. Earlier,
the British had more or less ac-
quiesced in the ‘‘interpal settle-
ment’’ lan Smith had stage-managed
in Rhodesia with a few ‘“black
leaders’’. The US had hailed it
as a ‘'significant step’’ forward.
But, the front line states had blasted
the agreement. In a joint commu-
nique after a week-end summit meet-
ing ac the end of March, the lea-
ders of Africa’s five front-line sta-
tes told the governments of US
and Britain to move ahead with
the Anglo-American settlement

for Rhodesia or to admit that they

had abapdoned the plan. Accord-
ing to Peter Buck (NSIPS): “The
US and Britian have ‘‘equivocated
with a view to abandoning, their
previous commitment,” the com-
munique said, noting ‘with grave
concern’ the failure of the British
and Americans to condemn the
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Southern Africa

‘internal solution’ proposed by Rho-
desian Prime Minister lan Smith.
The internal solution excludes the
black Patriotic Front from parti-
cipation in the government and
continues. minority rule, while the

original Anglo-American  Rhode-
sian settlement plan called for
the immediate ouster of Smith

and the establishment of a black
majority interim government. As
the Carter Administration conti-
nues to waver on a peace policy
for southern Africa, the froptline
states have escalated the guerilla
war against the racist Smith regime.
A unit of 500 to 1000 guerillas
reportedly entered Rhdodesia and
is fighting with Rhodesian armed
forces. The situation isat a critical
point. Whether the guerilla war
will explode into a major East-
West confrontation depends on
the actions of the Carter Adminis-
tration. Either President Carter
will follow the insane confronta-
tionist policy advocated by Natio-
nal Security Advisor Zbigniew
Brezezenski and his British allies,
or he will pursue the peace policy
of Secretary of State Vance and
United Mations Ambassador And-
drew Young. The Vapce faction
has urged negotiations amopg all
parties in Rhodesia leading to elec-
tions, majority rule and the rapid
ouster of Smith"’,

On March 28, the Cuban Foreign
Minister, Isdoro Malmierca, arrived
in Tanzania to meet the froptline
leaders and about the same time
Soviet First Deputy Defence Minis-
ter Sokolov arrived in Mozambique,

On March 29, the US State
Department responded positively to
the front-line leaders and issued
its strongest condemnation to date
of Smith’s “‘unilateral” settlement
offer, '..'The so-called interpal
settlement has serious inadequacies’
said State Department spokesmap
John Trattner: ‘It is inadequate
to bring a lasting and peaceful
settlement,” He pointed out that
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Cambodia

since the Rhodesian goyernment was
‘illegal’ so is Smith's internal deal.
. Although Trattner’s statement is a
change from the department’s pre-
vious position calling the internal
deal a ‘significant step’ toward
peace, a department spokesmen told
reporters yesterday that the United
States was not returning to the
original  Anglo-American propo-
sals. Un Ambassador Anpdrew
Young, who attended the front
line meeting, told reporters, ‘‘This
clearly puts the ball in the Anglo-
American court..The pieces will
either fall into place before too
long or the whole thing will fall
apart for some time."”

The ball is now in the Anglo-
American court whilst the front
line states are planning a long-
term war of attrition against the
White racists in South Africa and
Rhodesia—and they are likely to
canvass for support from Cuba
and the Soviet Union.

IN ASIA, the “war” Cambodia is
waging against Vietnam has rea-
ched a point were Hanoi's patience
has begun to wear thin. The Far
Eastern Economic Review (FEER)in re-
cent issues has published some ex-
cellent reports about the situation
in the area.

In its issue of April 2I, there
are lengthy reports by Nyan Chanda
who is an old Vietnam hand. He
is one of the few correspondents
who has ‘‘travelled the length of
the troubled Vietnam-Cambodian
border.”” He has filed a special
report from the battleground of
KA MAT in Tay Minh province.
He has also reported conversa-
tions with senior Vietnamese lea-
ders and written intepretative pie-
ces about the *‘escalating war of
nerves'’ between Peking and Honoi.

The Ceylon Daily Mirror, 18.4.78,
published an article by Nyan Chanda
in which it was stated: *‘Despite
increasing tension with China, how-
ever, nobody in Hanoi foresees
an open rift. Premier Phan Van

Dong’s statement in Delhi about
friendship with China and the
message sent last week to Chair-
man Hua Kua-feng clearly indicate
that privately-expressed bitterness
notwithstanding, Vietnam is not
about to step over what one am-
bassador calls the ‘safety margin’
in dealing with the northern neigh-
bour. Some observers even sug-
gest that Hanoi's thinly-disguised
critique of China is a part of a
border diplomatic game to pres-
sure China into loosening its sup-
port for Cambodia and persuade
the latter to come to the nego-
tiating table.” The article con-
cluded: *"‘All the indications are
towards an escalating propaganda
war in which both sides will be

| Bing Crosby is dead and the papers
decree

He was fifty-two years at the the
top of the tree

Fifty-two years of fame and
command

And his country’s media in the
palm of his hand

And he never complained.

He never complained to you or

to me

About death or famine or poverty
He never complained to ‘Uncle Sam’
About Bangladesh or about
Vietnam

| He appeared unmoyed by the
Kennedy’s fate

(And Attica and Watergate)

He just never complained.

Jane Fonda can protest and Dylan
can Sing

But none of the problems ever
touch Bing

Through the struggles and
torments of

Redskins and Blacks

He sang about Christmas and
kept on

HE NEVER COMPLAINED
BY RALPH PEACOCK

testing the other's will, while the
cannon and mortars will continue
to be heard in the never ending
war of Inde-Chipa.”

This is from ap article in the
FEER of March |. The articles in
the FEER of April 21 have brought
the situation up to date.

All that Nyan Chanda and other
commentators on the Indo-China
scene have written focus attention
on the foreign policy strategies of
the Hua-Teng regime now supreme
in China. A great deal has happe-
ned in China in the last few
months culminating in the recent
Eleventh Congress of the Party
and Fifth MNational Peoples Con-
gress.

paying tax

If this is a good man, | don't want
to know

1I'd rather have those who stood
up and said NO !
Those who complained.

He lived with his family in
comfort and ease

While Cally’s men slaughtered
the Vietnamese

And never helped in verse or

in song

The people who tried to atone
for this wrong

He never admonished Bob Hope
or John Wayne

For supporting causes where no
one would gain

No, he never complained.
And now that he's destined

for heaven forever

Who'll move over? Che? Ho?
Martin Luther’—Never!

They always complained.
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It is pot easy Lo write aboui:
developments in China from official
bulletins and the comments of
China-watchers, but commenta-
tors in countries like Sri Lanka,
who have little or o opportunities
to visit China or lndo-China, have
to rely on such foreign reports.
The dust has settled oy the Fifth
MNational Peoples Congress and the
Ith Party Cengress for students to
venture on a review of recept deve-
lopments in China. There are so
many aspects cf develo.ment in
post-Mao Crina that any examina-
tion cannot be gene in less than
half-a-dozen articles.

One of the aspects chat will
interest readers in Sri Lapnka is
the new outward diplomatic poli-
cies pursued by Peking. During
the Cultural Revolution and the
rule of the Gang of Four China
had become a closed book and
diplomatically it had turped in-
wards. Today, without any change
in its basic Maoist pelicies in foreign
affzirs, the Hua-Teng regime have

adopted outward foreign affairs
strategies on global dimensions
China has been particularly active
in Asia: in ASEAN countries,
especially the Philippines and in

India. Special attention has been
paid to neighbouring countries, par-
ticularly to Nepal and Burma.
These two countries hizve just hosted
Teng Hsia-ping whe was clearly
seeking “special relationship” with
them as a counterbalance to India
and the growing influence of Viet-
nam and Laos in Indochina, Peking's
tacit support to Kampuchea in
its attacks on Vietnam is regarded
as a tactic to deny Hanoi freedom
of political mapoeuvre and gene-
rally erode its stapding in that'
part of the world.

Peking has gone
to praise ASEAMN and supports
attempts to make it a strong poli-
tical and military organpisation. But
ASEAN countries seem to be up-
certain of Peking's continued con-
tact with the insurgent and gue-
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out of its way

rilla forces ineseveral  South East
Asian countries. During the recent
visit. of Chinese Vice Premier Li
Hsien-Nien ¢» the Philippines,
Newsweek, 27/3/78, reported that
the private talks between him and
Marcos were devoted to the prob-
lem of the Maoist New Peoples
Army (NPA) which has been con-
ducting a sporadic hit-apd-run cam-
paign against the Marcos regime.
In the past, when the Gang of Four
lield sway in Peking, the NPA had
received material aid from the
Chinese. “This support seems to
have diminished somewhat recent-
ly, but Philippine officials insist
that it continues.."” Discussions
also took place, it is reported,
about the Spratly Islands'problems.

But more than these problems,
one matter that seems to worry
ASEAN countries centres round
the position of 22 million ethnic
Chinese scattered in different coun-
tries in Asia. The Time magazine
of December 22, 1978 had a special
cover page report entitled THE
CHINESE ABROAD,

{To be Continuzd)

+ o+
MATTER OF CONSIENCE

Vietnam And

Reparations
by D. D.

According to the Hindu which
has been quoted in the Tribune,
Sri Lanka, of 11.03.78, Prime Minis-
ter Phan Van Dong of Vietnam is
reported to have stated that “‘Pre-
sident Nixon had promised at one
time over three billions as com-
pensation, but the subsequent ad-
ministrations had gone back on
this assurance”. It is clear from
the Vietnamese Prime Minister’s
statement that it is not the quap-
tum of the reparations or re-
parations itself that is in issue
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because he says “The Vietnamese
Goverpment viewed its demand
for reparation more as a matter
of principle than one of mere com-
pensation because it wapted to
set a precedent for the future.”
According to the Deputy Foreign
Mipister of Vietnam  (Asia Week
of 30.12.77) econemic assistance.
by the US is a matter of “morality
and henour™

The fact that subsequent US
administrations reneged on earlier
commitments obviously do not
bother the Goverpment of Viet-
ram. This wil not surprise any
right thinking person. Can the
scourge of a 30 year war that rava-
gad and ravished a beautiful coun-
try be quantified in terms of re-
parations! The struggle for free-
dom which started i 1945 at the
conclusion of World War I, first
against the Japanese, followed by
the war against the French who
had returned to continue their
dominion ended with the surrepder
of the Frepch at Dien Bien Phu
in 1954 to the forces of General
Giap, who has been hailed as the
greatest military stategist since
Alexander the Great. The vacuum
which was filled by the US mili-
tary other advisers became
the scenario for one of the epics
of history that will continue to
inspire for all time all those who
value and cherish liberty and free-
dorm.

ard

On that morning of April 30,
1675, a 21 year old Vietnamese
girl by the name of NHIP was ab-
road the first tank which smashed
down the metal gates of Doc Lap
Palace. Whilz a soldier tore down
the yellow and red striped flag of
the defunct Republic of Vietpam,
it was this girl NHIP who raiged
the communist flag symbelising the
fall of Saizon apd the end of the
War. Nhip was born early in 1954
in the Mekong Delta shortly after
her father had been shot dead by
a French Officer—but that is ano-
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ther story (Asia Week of 27.05.77)
Fighting for their freedom, the
people of Vietnam were prepared
to ‘‘pay any price, bear any burden;
meet any hardship, 2nd oppose
any foe to assure the survival and

success of liberty’—the words of

a great American President Jlohn
F. Kennedy. Man's thirst for free-
~dom is upnquenchzble. The Bastille
fell becasue the Frenchman wanted
liberty, equality and fraterpicy.
Rousseau in his Social Centract
szys “Man is born free, and now
everywhere he is in chains" Stalin-
grad could not be conquered by
the Panzer Divisions hurled against
the city, because the people in it
preferred death to loss of liberty
and freedom. Over 200 years ago,
a small band of valiant men began
a struggle for freedem in America.
They pledged their lives, their
fortunes, and their sacred henour,
not only to fousnd a nation of free
meji, but to forge an Ideal of free-
dom—political independence, per-
sonal liberty, elimination of foreign
rule and the right to run their
own affairs. And they won. It is
certainly 2 strange paradox of his-
tory that this pation of free men
should 200 years later find herself
in the dock, accused of preventing
or attempting to prevent apother
nation “'to rup their now affairs’.
Nations that endured the yoke
of colonial domination had looked
up to the US as the beacon light
of freedom to people everywhere:
People in whose veins the blood
of freedom ran looksd up to her.
Fox once declared:

“Happy Americanz. While the whir-
wind spreads desolotion over cne
quarter of the globe, you remain
protected frem it: baneful effects,
by your own virtues and the wis-
dom of vyour Government. You
feel not the effectz of thize pre-
judicez and pazsiont, which con-
vert the bashed zeats of civilization
into scene; of horror and blsod-
shed. You profit by the folly and
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madness of contending aations..
Under the influenee of FREEDOM
you advance to opulence and dis-
tinction. . Should you be compelled
to avenge intuft, whe world will
bear witners to the equity of your
sentiments and the moderation of
your views and the jucces: of your
arms, will no doubt, be propor-
tionate to the justice of your cause'
Why the happy Americans entered
the cauldron of Vienam, only the
Americans can answer, There was
no injury to avenge and therefore
how can the world bear witness
to the justice of the cause! A crisis
of concience has overtaken this
great country. They now face the
great moral issue—Reparations.
The people of Vietnam, on the

other hapd have every reason for

resentment. They fought for the
freedom of their motherland, for
the unification of a dismembered
nation.  MNeither napalm bombs,
not defoliation military strategy
nor the Mai Lai massacre could
humble this brave people. The
people of Vietnam proved what
Lord Palmersten had cnce said
*“Opinions are stronger than armies
If they are foupded on truth and
justice, they will, in the end. pre-
vail against the bayponets of in-
fantry, the fire of artillery and the
charges of the cavalry " 400 years
ago a similar battle for freedom
was waged in Holland, The battle
cry of the men and women of
Leyden was:

“And when all haes perished «but
curselves, be cure that we will
each devour cur left arms, retoin-
ing our right to defend ovr we-
men, cur liberty and our children
and our religion against the fore-
ign tyrant, Should God, in His,
wrath, deom us to destruction
and deny us all reiief, even: then
we will maintain ourselves for
ever against your entronce. When
the last hour haz come, with our
hand we shall zet fire to the City,
and perish, men women and child~
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ren together, in the flame:, rather

than suffer aur homes to be polluted,

and our LIBERTIES to be crushed”
Leyden survived and in memory
of the heroism of her inhabitants,
the University of Leyden was esta-
blished in 1575. In similar fashion
Vietnam has survived and 2: a
monument to the heroism of her
great people. the City of Saigon
has now beceme the Ho Chi Minh
City—a shrine to which there wil
be eternal pilgrims. That is the
story of Vietnam.

What of reparations!? Cen
turies ago, colonial powers em-
barked upon a jourpey of piracy
and conquest to sustain and raise
their life styles. And in doing so,
unwittingly they also assumed 2
tremendous moral  responsibility
towards the countries which cama
under their tutelage. This res-
ponsibility is best dsscribed in a
remarkable peroration by Adlai
Stevenson, another great American
who could not become President,
when he addressed an African Se-
minar at Lake Forest, lllinois, on
13.04.62. Although Stevenson had
spoken of Africa, the septiments
expressed are no less applicable
to situation like the one faced
in Vietnam:

“The rezponzibility of the Atlantic
Powers (viz a vis Africa) goes much
further than o general moral obli-
gation. The white races have in-
volved themselves by historical de-
cizsion to go into Africc. By deci-
zions on history, Europeans, like
the Arabs, nave taken Africanz
out of Africa. The racez have been
mixed, not by act of Cod, but by
an act of man, and the men who
made the deciziens made them
all too often in brutal and inhuman
greed.

“| perzonally cannot read Lincoln’,
cecond inaugural without wonde,._
ing whether the justice and ret.
butien of what great address (g,
not apply far beyond the Ciyy
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War to all the relations between
black and white, to all the debts
that must be paid ana all the in-
justices that must be remedied,
and all the hate there is to anneal
and cancel.

“Today we have the resources for a
tremendous act of historical justice

The US has been blessed with
great sons at various times in her
history. The names of lefferson,
Lincoln, Wilson, Stevenson and
Kennedy are just a few that come
to anyone's mind almest by ins-
tinct. Wendell Wilkie and Hum-
phrey, like Stevenson could not
reach the White House, but like
the rest they all graced the firma-
ment in which they moved shining
like beacons in a dark benighted
world of hate and war. They were
men “‘whom in death people still
mourn and whom in life they
loved"”. The wheels of fate will
compel the US to dispense his-
torical justice. The springs of civi-
lisation in a land that produced
these men will never run dry,
and there has always been ample
testimony that it is the heart of
America that first responds whep-
ever and wherever there has been
2 calamity. The US still remains
the supporter of pations fighting
for freedom and independece.
Edwin Markham, the American poet
has written “There is a destiny
which makes us brothers. None
goes his way alone."

The tragedy of Vietnam is an
upbearable scand:1 for the human
conscience. What is so tragic and
terrible about it is the thought
that US involvement was pot ap
accident. The inexorable lesson
of centuries is that suffering must
be borne and no one can say that
the men, women and children of
Vietnam have not borpe their
suffering—and borne it without
flinching. The sacrifices of life of-
fered, the hearths and homes made
desolate by this war and the sad-
ness imposed upon these now unlit
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homes, demapnd that the “injus-
tices must be remedied and all
the hate there is annealed and cap-
celled.” The USA now has the
opportunity to discharge a ‘‘tre-

mendous act of historical justice.’

’

Will the reparations be paid? Will
it be in dollars or in true under-
standing and friendship without
any political overtopes or under
tones! These are questions that
the US administration must answer

No one else can answer for her.

The Land Accquisition Act,

(car 460) As Amended by the

Land Accquisition (Amend-
ment) Act, No.28 of 1964.

| Reference No. ATH /202

It is intended to acquire the
land described in the schedule
below For further punticulats
please see the Gazette of the
Republic of Srilanka No. 3|4

(part 111) of 21/04/1978,
SCHEDULE
D.R.O's Division; Colombo
Situation; Ward No 42 Havelock
Town within the
Colombo M. C.
Village;  Bambalapitiya.

Name of land; New Katheresan
Temple, part of Assmt,
No.33%,Galle Road.

Lot No; I.

Plan No. P.P.Co; 4884

H. C. Gunawardane
District Land Officer of

The Kachcheri,
Colombo.
3/4/1978

Notice Under Section7 ofl

Colombo District.
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Israeli Viewpoint

WHY?

Some People Do Not
Blame Israel For The
Sadat Deadlock

We received the article we
publish on this page from.a rea
der abroad who wrote to us
on March 30: *“..In your issue
of 25th March you published
two articles on the Middle East
and lsracl—one under Inter-
national Affairs by Ariel apnd
the other a confession by I. F.
Stone. The one by Stone starts
with ‘a Tribune reader sent us
this clipping from the New York

Times. .etc.’ Considering the
fact that | am also a regular
reader of Tribune may | re-

quest you to publish in your
weekly Tribune the enclosed
article from the Times of London

With pleasure, we publish
a different point of view. The
article entitled WHY SOME
PEOPLE DO NOT BLAME
ISRAEL FOR THE SADAT
DEADLOCK by William
Frankel appeared in the Times
on Monday, Japuary 30, 1478
—Ed.

The day President Sadat re-
called his Foreign Minister from
Jerusalem a BBC commentator
delivered his verdict that the fault
for the debacle lay with the Israelis.
The Egyptian President’s concessions
had been met with Israeli inflexi-
bility. His concession, it was ex-
plained was to have moved from
the extreme Arab position that
Israel had no right to exist. In de-
pressing contrast, Mr. Begin had
offered no advance on the posi-
tions taken by Israel before Mr,



Israeli Viewpoint

Sadat's dramatic initiative last No-
vember.

This appraisal of the situation,
in one form or another, seems
to be widely held in this country
and has been particularly evident
in press comment.

Because | had just returned
from a stay of four months in the
United States, | was startled by
the contrast this presented with
opinion on thatside of the Atlantic.
Mr. Begin is there generally consi-
dered to have been surprisingly
flexible and compromising and to
have made concessions which could
not have been anticipated.

During the many decades of the
Arab-Isreali conflict, attitudes have
become fixed. Both the pro-lsraelis
and the pro-Arabs back their sides
and, from the all teo abundant
facts, select those which favour
their cause. Slogans and conven-
tional wisdom so very quickly take
over that it becomes important,
while the facts are still fresh, to
reduce from them—rather than
from the interpretations placed on
them—which side has in fact moved
from opening position and which
has been unyielding.

In his address in Jerusalem at
the special session of Israel’s Par-
liament which was the climax of
Mr. Sadat’s historic visit, he for-
mulated his two main demands
in these words (the tranpslation
is from the text issued by the Egyp-
tian Presidential office): “There
are Arab territories which Israel
has occupied by armed force. We
insist on complete withdrawal from
these territories, including Arab
Jerusalem.” He secondly called
for “‘achievement of the fundamep-
tal rights of the Palestinian peo-
ple ,including their right to esta-
blish their owp state.”

This formulation of the two
most sensitive and vital issues
in the dispute had long been the
extreme Arab position. President
Sadat in fact took the same hard,

i9

line, and in almost the same words
in his speech on November-8 when
he made his spectacular offer to go
to Jerusalem.

On the following "day Mr. Begin
issued a statement which declared
that ‘“‘Israel categorically and ab-
solutely  rejects ie conditions
named by President Sadat; i.e. total
withdrawal to the June 1967 lines
and the establishment of a so-called
Palestinian state.”

If lapguage means anything at
all, Mr. Sadat must have known
before his momentous jourpey that
if he rigidly adhered to the hard
line there was no prospect of an
agreement. There would have to
be some movement, both from his
maximalist demands and from

* lsrael’'s absolute rejection of them

if any possibility were to exist,
in his own words, to the Knesset,
to “build a durable peace” based
on justice."”

After Jerusalem, the two lea-
ders met in lsmailia on December
25 and 26. Two ministerial com-
mittees, one political and the other
military, began their meetings in
Jerusalem apd Cairo respectively.
Both are in limbo since January
18 when Mr. Sadat took even his
own Foreign Minister by surprise
by recalling the political delegation
from Jerusalem.

In his speech to the People's
Council on Japuary 21 explaining
the recall, 2nd in subsequent state-
ments, president Sadat made it
clear that his conditions for a° re-
turn to the talks were total with-
drawal from territories occupied
in the 1967 war and selfdetermina-
tion for the Palestinians which
would permit, as Foreign Minister
Kamal put it at the time, “a house
for the Palestinians’’ equal to the
“house for lIsrael'’. On these two
fundamental issues, comparing the
language of the opening demands
with the latest expressions of the
Egyptian position, it is difficulc
to detect any movement or com-
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‘offering

promise on their parﬁ.

On behalf of Israel, Mr. Begin
presented a peace plan to President
Sadat at Ismailia on Christmas
Day. It has been published and is
more detailed and comprehensive
than any plan hitherto offered by
the Israelis. In its two major areas,
it goes further than any previous
Israeli government's proposals.

The first is the willingness of
Israel to restore Egyptian sove-
reignty over the whole of Sipai
within its international boundaries.
All previous lsraeli proposals on
the return of conquered territory
in Sinai had included the retention
of some land for security needs.
In the Ismailia plan, Israel made
proposals as to the timetable for
withdrawal and the protection of
what they see as their security
interests including the controve-
sial settlements. But all were pro-
posed on the footing that they
were not final positions but a basis
for discussion in the negotiations
which were to follow.

Secondly, and again going far-
ther than any previous proposals
by Israel, a 26-point detailed plan
was presented for the abolition of
Israeli military government of the
West Bank and Gaza and for its
replacement by home rule. For
the five year transition period
which these proposals covered, self
rule was to exclude foreign affairs
and defence which would continue
to be controlled by Israel. After
five years the whole scheme would
be open for review.

Before putting these proposals
to Mr. Sadat, the Israeli Prime
Minister had shown them to Presi-
dent Carter and his Secretary of
State. Mr. Cyrus Vance, as well
as to Mr. Callaghan, Mr. Carter’s
public comment was that Mr. Begin
had taken “‘a long step forward” in
self-rule to the Palesti-
nians on the West Bank and had
shown ‘“‘a great deal of flexibility”,
In an official communijue, Mr.
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Vance described the plan as a “pota-
ble contribution” and commended
its “‘constructive approach’.

It is frequently pointed out that
Mr. Sadat’s public statements have
to be seen within the context of
his delicate relations with the Pales-
tinians and the ‘‘rejection front'.
Mr. Begin too has his internal
problems; in some respects easier,
in others more difficult than his
Egyptian counterpart since lsrael
is a parliamentary democracy. He
faces strong criticism from the
Labour opposition which is saying
that he has offered too much too
soon. Nor is his own party, which
contains the traditional hardliners,
unitedly behind him.

On the basis of a comparison
between the present stance of
both sides and their positions two
month ago, it capnot be said that
Mr. Begin has not responded to
President Sadat's bold initiative,
nor that there has been movement
from both sides. Mr. Begin
may have to move farther and offer
more concessions before agreement
is reached, but he has moved.

President Sadat, on the other
hand, appears to be taking the
position that he has made his con-
tribution with his courageous visit
to Jerusalem and that he should
not be expected to give more.
While Mr. Begin has made his
peace proposals and claims that the
next move should come from Egypt,
President Sadat replies that Mr.
Begin should produce something
more. On the two principal issues
of ‘withdrawal and a Palestinian
state, Mr. Sadat has publicly not
moved one iota.

Mr, Sadat deserves the admira-
tion that has come to him through-
hout the world for his brave apd
dramatic gesture which offerec,
for the first time, hope of a real
peace in the area. He was taken
to the hearts of the lsraeli people
and, as millions of television viewers
saw, received a hero's welcome
in Jerusalem.
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*But this magnificent gesture will
only achieve itseobjective if it leads
to reasonable and cenciliatory ne-
gotiations with compromises made
by both sides. The Egyptian Presi-
dent can dash the hopes of the
peace-loying world if he acts as
though his initiative entitles him
to unquestioning acceptance of his
demands, The Israelis have demons-
trated both readiness to nego-
tiate and unwillingness to bow to
demands or ultimatums,

That is why the prevailing opi
nion in the Unitded States, so dif-
ferent frem the consensus here, is
that thuy far lsrael has done all
the giving while Egypt's only res-
ponse has been to ask for more.

@ L)

PRIORITIES

Accelerated Mahaweli

Programme
by C. A, A. Goonaratne

THE MAHAWELl GANGA Deve-
lopment ‘Programme has been for-
mulated for a peried of 30 years

previously. The present UNP
Government has accelerated this
programme  of  implementation
to a period of six years. Several

views have been expressed on
this accelerated programme by poli-
ticians as well as others who were
associated with this project, in-
cluding the former Minister of
Irrigation, Power and Highways,
during the Committee stage of
the Budget in the National State
Assembly. Many of them have
expressed publicly and privately
that in view of its massive size
and complexity in nature, the im-
plementation of the UNDP/FAQ
Mahaweli Master Plan in six years
is not practicable. Mr. R. Kahawita
one of the best known authorities
on the planning and development
of water resources in Sri Lanka,
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Makaweh

is one of them. In addition to his
experience in multipurpose re-

servoir projects as an engineer,
Mr. Kahawita is a good Agronomist
as well as a practising farmer who
has first hand knowledge in land

development  apd colopisation

works. Therefore, it is important

that the peogle in authority should

not disregard such opinions which
have been expressed with great

good will and interest at heart

for the ecopomic development of
this country, although his views

on the period of implementation

are not in agreement with that of
the Gevernment.

Sri Lanka spends about Rs. 4,000
million worth of foreign exchange
to import her food requirements
annually on the present parity rates.
This+is about 559 percent of our
export earnings from tea, rubber,
coconut, gems and other non-
traditional exports. Due to this
reverse flow of foreign exchange,
this country is left with no hard
currency required for the procure-
ment of raw materials and machi-
nery for industrialisation. This
has been the routine story during
the last two decades or more. The
unemployment questicn at pre-
sent is one of the most acute prob-
lems facing the country. This figure
is zround 1.3 million. The cost of
living is spiralling upwards daily.
No government can find a satis-
factory solution for the high cost
of living without solving the two

intricate problems mentioned
earlier.
The United National Party

during its election campaign gave
an updertaking to the people of
this country tht it would solve
the three major problems of —(1)
food shortage, (ii) upemployment.
iii) high cost of living, if it comes
to power at the elections. The
pecple have given them a man-
date in unprecedented terms in
the history of Sri Lanka. There-
fore, now it is the time for the
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Mahaweli

Government to act fast without
losing any time. Solutions to all
- the pressing problems in Sri Lanka
are embodied in the Mahaweli
Master Plan. The implementation
of the Mahaweli Master Plan in 30
years will not have any appreciable
impact on any of the above-men-
tioned serious problems. There-
fore, the question of implementing
the accelerated Mahaweli pro-
gramme should be considered under
this background.

It is a must—there is on ques-
tion of saying ‘can’t’. If that is said,
it simply follows that none of the
urgent problems can be solved.
Of course, it is not possible if we
simply carry on the routine policy
and practice that has been followed
hitherto, There is no choice in
the earliest possible time. The lon-
gest period available is six years—
the life span of the present gov-
ernment, of which seven months
have already lapsed now. There-
fore, it is of the utmost importance
that if this project is to be com-
pleted as proposed in the accelera-
ted programme, new life should
be infused into the organisation
responsible for this colossal task.
THIS ORGANISATION  should
be a dynamic one in all its aspects
of engineering design, preliminaries
associated with design works, pro-
curement of machinery and equip-
ment, stores organisation, organi-
sation of man power resources
and so on, so that the work could
be carried on as scheduled. = Dis-
cussions and conferences with zero
outcome have been an experience
in the past. Finding reasons and
"excuses for not carrying out the
work as expected by the policy
planners has been the outlook
in certain quarters in public ser-
vice. This concept has to be chan-
ged altogether to its positive as-
pect and whereby ways and means
of implementing a project effec-
tively could be formulated.

To carry out any plan effec-
tively, realistic targets should be

fixed, based on the resources need-
ed to achieve the desired results
of the policy planners within the
specified period. It may so happen
that some of the resdurces needed
may not be available at our dis-
posal. What are we going to do in
such circumstances? These things
have to be defined clearly in the
initial stages itself, without allow-
ing them to be vague and abstract
terms. If these targets are fixed
arbitrarily with many unknowns, the
plan will end up with ‘no plan’
and utter confusion. These things
have happened in our country,
not once but many a time during
the recent past and as such, ade-
quate precautions should be taken
at the inception itself to prevent
further repetitions.

The Five Year Plan of the last
Governpment is one of them. It
was a complete failure. On the
whole, not even 20 percent of the
desired targets were realised. Such
was the performance due to un-
realistic planning of the Five-Year
Plan, which was under personal
control of the Prime Minister.
Ultimately, much publicized though
it was, the Five-Year Plan was
gradually forgotten and abandoned.
What happened next? The promises
given to the people were not ful-
filled due to non-realisation of
targets envisaged in the Five-Year
Plan and the government party
failed miserably at the elections.

The success or failure of the
present Government will depend
on the implementation of this
gigantic Mahaweli Project. Surely
this Government will retain its
power at the next general election
if it succeeds in implementing this
programme. The Sri Lanka Broad-
casting Corporation or the National
Newspapers by their propaganda
cannot just fool people. The pulse
of the people is the actual yard-
stick of measurement of benefits.
If this project is successfully im-
plemented within the life span of
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the present Government, | am sure
the person who is responsible for
such implementation will be highly
rewarded by the grateful citizens
of this country similas thengs have
happened in other countries in
the recent past. In lsrael, Yatze
Rabin lead the six-day war suc-
cessfully and the people made him
the Prime Minister of his country

at the election which followed
the war.

ACCORDING to the reports
prepared by the ID (Irrigation

Department), the MDB (Mahaweli
Development Board) RVYDB (River
Valleys Development Board) and
the CECB (Central Engineering
Consultancy Bureau), it is estimated
that in order to imolement the
My No. LA/ 4064
The Land Acquisition Act
| (Chapter 460) as amended by
| the Land Acquisition (Amend-
ment) Act No. 28 of 1964
Notice under Section 7
It is intended to acquire
the land deseribed in the sche-
dule below For further particu-
lars please see the Gazette of
the Republic of Sri Lanka Partlll

No. of
SCHEDULE
Name of Lond: Kolengahamula»
Hena, Wetiyawewa Kumbura»

Gonamalawela, Uguressawa
wela,Mahakuratihena Kumbura,
alias DangahaKumbura, maha
kuratihena alias Siyambalayaya,
Siyambalayaya.

Name of Village: Kelegama
Uguressawa and Kuratihena
Plan No. & Lot No. F. V. P. 3055
Additional | Lot Neo. 221
to 251. F. V. P. 3052 Addi-
tional | Lot No, 109 to I15,

V. P, 3055 Extraet | Lot |

Mos, 46 to 66 |
D, R, O's Division: Anamaduwa

in Puttalam  District and

Nikaweratiya

District,
Siripala Jryrweera

Additional Government Agent
for Government Agent

The Kachcheri,
Puttalam, 04, 04.1978,

in  Kurunegala
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Mahaweli Master Plan, the approxi-
mate quantum- of work needed to
be executed is as follows: (1). 600,000
acres of jungle clearing; (2) 5¢,000000
cu.yds. of earth work in the cons-
truction of 15 reservoir dams and
in the construction of the RB.,
LB transbasin canal and the NCP
Canal; (3) 95,000,000 cu.yds. of
earth work in the construction of
main, branch, distributory and field
canal systems to provide irrigation
facilities to 950,000 acres; (4) 19,000,
000 cu.yds. of rock excavation,
fill etc. in the construction of dams
2nd power houses. (5) 75,000 linear
feet of tunnelling of varying aia-
meters; (6) 4,000,000 cu.yds. of
concreting in the copstruction of
dams, spills and power houses;
(7) Construction of 1,220 main canal
major structures; (8) Construction
of 5,660 branch canal structures;
(9) Construction of 210,000 struc-
tures in the distributary and field
canal systems; (10) Construction of
12,000 building for office, stores,
quarters, etc.

The above work load has to be
carried out approximately during a
period of five years and five months.
It is understood that some of the
preliminary investigations and de-
signs have been done. The rest
of the investigations and designs
and the whole heap of massive
conStruction work, to the ultimate
point of the farmer receiving water
to his plot of land, has to be done
during this period. This in no doubt
is the biggest chellenge that any
government in Sri Lanka has under-
taken for realisation, in its known
history.

To meet the above challenge’ "

we must have resources. We have
some. The balance such as specia-
lised knowledge, materials, plant,
machinery 2nd equipment, are to
be imported. These can be done
provided the financial resources
are available in time. To accom-
plish all these activities, the neces-
sary “organisational set-up is the
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most vital factor. The organisa-
tional set-up consisting of in-
vestigational teams, design groups,
operational planning units, ad
ministrative machinery, store-
management, finance and account-
ing sections, have to be established
with due consideration to the most
critical time factor, The opera-
tional planning division consist-
ing of engineers, plapners, econo-
mists, administrators and finance
managers is the nucleus of this
organisation. It will be the duty
of this division to set out realistic
targets for all the activities in ac-
cordance with the resources nead-
ed to execute them within the
specified time.

If these preliminaries as out-
lined are done up effectively, with
the true National spirit that de-
mands for a work of this magpl-
tude, the Mahaweli can be done
within the limited period. It is
the spirit that matters most in
works of this nature. A lethargic
mind can do nothing.

C. A. A. Goonaratne.

“Tambiliwatte’
Baseline Road
Thimbirigaskatuwa
3378
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' LANGUAGE

In Transacting Govern-
ment business

by R. Kahawita

Some time back | had occasion to
write about the assinine extremes
to which the official languages—
Sinhala only— was interpreted by
the Bureaucracy under the previous
regime. One was a labour office
in Badulla and the other at the
Registrar General's office. These
encounters were inevitable in a
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Language And Government

regime who took control of the
Government on the language issue.

Is there the need to carry on in
the same old way in a Dharmista
Society which was ushered in on
the 4th of Februzry?! To me, a
Sinhala, and to my shame, without
any knowledge of the written
language, a change in the language
policy is imperative if we are ‘to
build the Dharmista Society. | feel
it is more so, because | have not
been able to square up my Pension
due to the language muddle since
last year. | had several encounters
with the officials of the Pensions
Department and finally | was in-
formed that the officer dealing with
my Pension was a Tamil speaking
officer who stopped coming to work
after the August 1977 incidents and
that | would have to wait till he
returns to work. In the meantime
how am | to live? This is not so
much of a serious matter to the
Nation. What is serious to the
Country is the dislocation of Govern
ment business due to the lapguage
issue.

It is true, Non-Siphala speaking
officers have been given time to
learn the ‘‘official Lapguage’’ and
if they failed to achieve proficiency
within the specified period, a variet)
of Penalties is imposed which effects
the officer’s emoluments and pro-
gress in the Department he is
working. In my time under the
Colonial administration | had to
learn colloquial Tamil to get over
what then was called “The efficiency
Bar’. This was bad epough—but
it did not hinder my progress nor
my efficiency. What the Govern-
ment officers experience today may
be a different version and for a
different reason of the same colonial
Policy.

Those days, getting things moving
and done to create the sense in the
Public Servant’s mind ‘'l am your
obedient servant’ attitude was more
important than having a set of
frustrated public officers to obstruct
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Language: And Government

Government business. Today with
the people as supreme and the
‘Public servant's allegience beieg
to the constitution where the
supremacy of the people is enshrined,
“the obedient servant attitude"
though very necessary, the desire
toserve the peopleis more ‘impor-
tant. The service to the people is,
in transacting Government business
expeditiously and efficiently. This
is a necessary prerequisite to the
progress of our country.

With massive development pro”
grammes of the boards of the Govern-
ment, co-operation of all Govern-
ment employees must be available
to a Government. Whether a
Government employee can work in
Sinhala or in Tamil is not the primary
requirement. ~ The primary criterion
today is whether an officer can throw
his full weight to accomplish what
the Administration has undertaken
to do. Other administrative re-
quirements must be of lesser im-
portance. Because, if a Government
fails to deliver the goods it is the
people who will decide not the
bureaucrats.

| accept that all Government
servanis, without exception must be
able to work in Sinhala and Tamil.
And that future employees must fulfil
this requirements if they seek
employment under the Goverpment.
In turn the Government must
provide facilities in all the schools
to learn the two languages. This
has been already announced by the
Government as a matter of Policy.
When this Policy is implemented
the future entrants to the Public
Service will not have problems as
now confronting those who are
caught in the Transitory Period.

This class of officer, that is, who
are in service today, should be
provided with facilities to learn the
languages whilst in employment.
These facilities should be provided
in every Government office-may be
five days in a week for five hours
a2 week. The Government Depart-
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ments should be ablg to organize
classes to teach the lapnguages
through its own officers who may
be paid a stipend for conducting
the classes—| did it at Rs. 5/- an
hour—half hour of office time and
half hour after office—One hour a
day—three times a week. It was
successful. It is for the Head of the
Department to find the Money.
In those days the official languages
Department provided the funds as
far as | recollect. Anyway this is
something we should do today to
win the confidence of the Public
Servants and to register the deter-
mination of the administration to
push ahead with the new languages
Policy. With the bilingual education
in full force there may not be this
problem after another ten to fifteen
years. But the nation can't wait
till then. The current problem
must be solved.

Once a scheme of this nature is
put into operation, there should
not be any excuses. And those
who fail to obtain proficiency in one
language or other, should face the
restrictions placed on salary incre-
ments, and promotions.

In the meantime, the case of those
officers who are undergoing hard-
ships should be reviewed and relief
given at least on compassionate
grounds. An administration canpot
afford to be stupid today when we
want every one to put the shoulder
to the wheel. This is what the
President asked from the people in
his historic address to the Nation
on the 5th of February 1978.

Special consideration : because
it is almost next to to impossible
for an adult to apply his mind to a
level of studies which he should
have done as a toddler—third
standard level to 1.5.C. level. In
his spare time, if he has any spare
time after commuting, and foraging
for food, wil be taken up with
domestic chores etc. And the most
difficult problem will be finding a
suitable teacher, and a place to
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spend a few minutes in quietness
to “learn a language'. These are
common problems to ap adult

trying to maintain a family on a
tight income at the same time fulfil
his language obligations. Assisting
this class of employees is more
humanitarian than anything else.
Because learning a lapnguage is an
administrative  obligation  which
could be altered to suit the circums-
tances. The best way to achieve
this administrative requirement is
by each Department conducting
classes for the benefit of its employees
as suggested above.

| The Land Acquisition Act
(Chapter 460) As Amended by
The Land Acquisition (Amed-
ment) Act No. 28 of 1964
Notice Under Section 7 (1)

Reference No: 25/5/csEjes/473
It is intended to acquire the
land described in the schedule
below for a public purpose For
further particulars please see the
Gazerte of the Republic of Sri
Lanka No. 314 of 21/04/1978
(part 111)

K. P. R. Gunatillake

Asst. Government Agent,
Kegalle District.

The Kachcheri,
Kegalle.
23/03/1978

SCHEDULE

Name of land: Malini Kumbura
alias Yatikiwele kumbura.

Situgtion: Situated in Elugallo Vi-
llage, Galboda Pattu, Galboda
Korale D R O.’s Division in
Kegalle District.

Plan & Lot No: Lots 101, 102 and
103 in Supplement No. 2 to
F.V.P. 166

< dunsdle
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Confidentially

F&I:les Of Festus

IS IT ANY SURPRISE that we should
continue to harpon the fishy business
of fish supplies once again this week?
royalty rates paid by foreign fishing
That the propaganda barrage of Minis
ter Festus Perera about plentiful supg-
plies of fish at cheap prices caugnt
us—as it did many millions in this
country—in the solar plexus and
we have had po option but to re-
vert to the question of fish again?
That in the last week of March,
Minister Festus Perera dropped his
big t:lk-about foreign fishing vessels
coming to our rescue and swit-
ched to glorify local supplies? That
the last bit of information about
the foreign connection was to men-
tion that the Corporation had
200, or 250, or 400 tons (different

papers had different figures) of
buffer” stecks of fish caught by
foreign trawlers and that this

would be released to the locall
consumers for New Year? That,
suddenly, on April 3, there was a
front page three column sgread
in' the Daily News that buffer
stocks amounting to 34,000 tons
would be released for the bepefit
of the consumers! That everybody
was duly surprised as to how the
buffer stocks had suddenly shot
up to the astronomical figure of
34,000 tons! That in this three-
column spread Minister Festus
Perera laid it on thick about his
“three-pronged drive” to re-
duce prices by flooding the market
with plentiful supplies? That
Minister Festus Perera spoke heroi-
cally about his Herculean task in
cleansing the Augean stables of
stench and corruption in his Minis-
try and how the Corporation would
soon be a viable unit owing to
earnings from foreign royalties
on  scancalously low rates
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andfrom the export earnings on pra-
wns and lobsters? That he claimed.

that his Ministry and Corporatiol
were on theeerge of a major break
through to plentiful fish and low
prices! That the Daily News there-
after dutifully wrote an editorial
on April 5 backing the Ministeria|
claims to the hilt? That on the
same day the Observer buoyed up
the spirits of its readers by assur-
ing them that 24 Corporation stalls
in Colombo would be daily sup-
plied with 60,000 Ibs of fish that
is about 2000 lbs per stall on an
average! That the Observer also
confided that the Corporation had a
buffer stock of 250 tons of popujar
varietie; of fish and that heharas-
sed consumer had nothing to fear?
That on April 11, the Daily Mirror
joined the Ministerial propaganda
bandwaggon to spread a dramatic
banner headline; FESTUS PLANS
TO K.O. BLACK MARKETEERS:
BUFFER STOCKS TO BE RE-
LEASED FOR SALE AT FIXED
PRICES? That the Daily Mirror
was good enough to publish the
official prices for the record and
for posterity: Salaya Rs. 2, Hurulla
Rs. 2/50, Wawuvalaya Rs. 2/75 (full),
Rs. 3/20 (cut pieces), Thalapath
Rs. 4/50 full, Rs. 4/60 cut, Seer
Rs. 5/50 full, Rs. 6/50 cut, Angila
Rs. 4/00 full, Rs. 5/00 cut, Paraw
Rs. 4/25 full, Rs. 5/75 cut, Parati
Rs. 3.00: Geelawa Rs. 4.00 full,
Rs. 5/00 cut, Mullet Rs. 2/90 full,
Rs. 3/90 cut, small Mullet Rs. 2/00
full, and Rs. 3.00 cut, Atissa Rs.
3/10, full Rs. 4/I0 cut, small Rs.
2/10, Kelawalla Rs. 4/00 full and
Rs. 5/00 cut, Balaya Rs. 3/50 full,
Rs. 4/65 cut, Mora Rs. 3/40 full,
Rs. 3/50 cut, Prawns medium Rs.
5/75, Small Rs. 3/00 Lobsters Rs.
30/00, Katuwalla Rs. 3/00, Pannawa
Rs. 2/00, That thereafter on April
17, the SLBC in its 6.15 pm broad-
cast informed the public that 30,000
Ibs of fish had been released every
day and that there was no shortage
of fish at the official prices!? That
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Where's The Fish?

in the interim period between
April 11 and 17 the Minister had
flown another sensational kite that -
the buffer stocks would be re-
leased in packets at fixed prices?
That the day after this Arabiap
Night Tale, the Minister had thrown
a red herring across trail by warp-
ing the public not to buy packeted
fish put out by some ‘‘private
agents of the Corporation’” be-
come they were being sold at ex-
horbitant prices and also because
the preservative used for the packet-
ing was toxic? That this was the
end of the packeted fish gimmick?
That Tribune is yet to meet anyone
who bought one of the Corporation
packets at the fixed prices?
That one does not need to
be a sleuth or a detective to know
that a huge hoax or fraud is being
perpetrated on the consuming
public by these tales about plenti-
ful fish at fixed prices? That if there
were buffer stocks of 200, or 250,
or 400, 34,000 tons of fish, and if
they were released either at
the rate of 60,000 or 30,000 lbs a
pound nobody seems to know where
all this fish has gone! That the nea-
rest apyone got to such fish at
fixed prices was to be told at giffe-
rent stalls that such fish had been

sold out? That Tribune readers
from Mullaitivu, Batticaloa, Hamban-
bantota, Dondra, Beruwala, Pana-

dura, Negombo and Puttalam have
reported that catches by local fisher-
men have been abnormally low and
that prices were therefore stup-
ningly high? That many families
in Colombo and outside complain
that this was the first New Year
their lives they went without fish!
That the credibility of the Govern-
ment has been corroded in a big
way by the Fables of Festus! That
people will scon demand a speical
Presidential Commission to find out
what has happened to all the fish
that were in our seas—not to speak
about the fish that had come into
our buffer stocks?
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“Liberty and democracy have no meaning with-
out equality and equality cannot be established
so long as principal instruments of production
are privately owned. Private ownership of these
means of production thus comes in the way of
real democracy.”

—Jjawaharlal Nehru
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Reglstered as a Newspaper in Sri Lanka

All Citizens Must Act To Stop
Adulteration Of Food

When someone adulterates foodstuffs for sale he is not merely making a big profit. but is
committing a crime against the health of the community. When coconut or gingelly oil is mixed
with mineral oil it can lead to blindness or heart disease. Who suffers when chillie powder
is mixed with sand or milk with dirty water?

The administration Report of Colombo Municipal Council for 1976 (released very recently
revealed that samples of many focd items tested weré adulterated: Butter—with  emulsiops -of
water and vegetable fats; Arrowroit—with maize and tapioca flour;  Chillie pewder—with wheat
flour, coriander, poonac or sawdust; Coffee powder—with powderd ground nut husk, starch * (to_ 1
as much as 8594); Turmeric fowder—with wheat flour, maize flower tapioca and a “toxic cozl’ -
tar dye material. 7 ¥ it A i

The maximum fine for adulteration under the Act is Rs. 200/« The Municipality's Report staged: "
This fine is inadequzte when | think the cumulative effect cn the health of the community
when food adulterated with substances like metanil yellow diluted in turmeric powder snd
formic acid diluged in vinegar are consumed by us.” = -

Citizens Can No Longer Afford To Wait
For The Authorities To Act

Test Food samples (some can be done at home by simple tests and others in private orschool
laboratories at little cost) and expose the food criminals,

And, Demand Streamlined Legislation
And Prompt Enforcement
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