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THE RAINS CAME DOWN in torrents and many parts of the country
experienced mipor floods during the last fortnight. A landslide in Gampola
took over thirty lives. The Metereological Department issued warnings that
the low-pressure depression that had settled over the country might prove
dapgerous, but it decided to move out. Many wondered whether the 10-
year cycle of floods had materialised once again! There are still two months
to go before the year and Sri Lanka may yet witness apother major flood.
Many parts of South India have suffered major flood damage. THE YOUNG
LADY ON THE COVER THIS WEEK seems a little afraid to step into the
usually placid and siuggish stream in which she bathes every day—now that
it is swollen with flood water. With the rains and the floods, armed
youths continue rob private homes, rural banks, co-operative stores,
schools and railway stations. «Myopic pundits slipping into a verbose dotage
refuse to accept that the youth in Jaifna were suffering from a dangerous
malaize. Others in the South seek to brand armed youth who rob banks as
political firebrands out to overthrow the Establishment. While Elders
do nothing to inculcate the ethical values essential for any stablesociety,
Prime Minister Jayawardene and some of his colleagues have drawn up a
tentative CODE OF CONDUCT for Parliamentarians, It is always good
to begin at the top, and if the elected representatives of the people, who
are the virtual rulers of the land, set the example, it can be said to be a good
beginning. There are many things on which we do not agree with President
Carter but we gndorse every word he has recently said about bringing
greater morally ethical conduct to bear on national and international
affairs. In his speech to the UN General Assembly on October 4, he said
S o Violence, terrorism, assassination, undeclared wars—all threaten
to destroy the restraint and moderation that must become the dominant
characteristic of our age. Unless we establish a code of international
behaviour in which the resort to violence becomes increasingly--irre!evant
to the pursuit of national interests, we will crush the world's dreams for
human development and the full flowering of human freedom. We have
already become a global commupity—but only in the sense that we face
common problems and share, for good or ill, a common future. In this
community, power to solve the world's problems—particularly economic
and political power—ne longer lies solely in the hands of a few nations.
Power is now widely shared among many nations ‘with different cultures,
histories and aspirations. The question is whether we will allow our
differences to defeat us or whether we will work together to realize our
common hopes for peace. Today, | want to address the major dimensions
of peace, and the role the Upnited States intends to play in limiting and
reducing all armaments, controiling nuclear technology, restricting the
arms trade, and settling disputes by peaceful means........ Peace will not
be assured until the weapons of war are finally put away. While we work
‘toward that goal, nations will want sufficient arms to preserve their security.
The Upited States' purpose is to epsure peace.” Fresident Carter speaks
of a Code of International Behaviour. This is something the world needs very
badly. Nearer home, Prime Minister Jayawardene speaks of a Just Society,
a Dharmista Society. To his credit it must be said that every major speech
he has made in the NSA and outside after he became Prime Minister, is a
landmark in the political history of the island. In the past, Tribune was ot
enamoured of what was regarded as the politics of J. R. layawardene, but
as we have repeatedly said in recent weeks, his performance after he became
Prime Minister has made us change our views. In the quest after the truth
about ). R. Jayawardene, we have been able to lay our hands on an article
written by him in 1939—nearly thirty eight years ago—in the Wesak Supple-
ment of the Ceylon Daily News entitled THE IDEAL STATE. BUDDHISM
AND POLITICS. It is a revealing exposition. It shows the way J. R.
Jayawardene's mind has started working. He had come to accept Buddhism
only a short time before. His public acceptance of Buddhism was regarded
in many quarters with suspicion. In that decade, there were many who
disowned Christianity and proclaimed themselves as Buddhists. They were
known as Donoughmore Buddhists. It was only natural that quips should
be made about J.R., born a Christian, accepting the teachings of the Buddha.
In retrospect now, and in the light of what he has said and done after he
became Prime Minister, there is no doubt that teachings of the Buddha had
begun to take root in his mind and personality as a matter of conscience
and conviction from the early thirties. Elsewhere in this issue we have
published that article. Readers will find in it an intellectual exercise of
a high order coupled with a great yearning for the ideal.
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EDITOR'S

e Panduwasnuwara

® Budget 1978

e Soviet Anniversary

The PM’s speech at Panduwas-
nuwara at the “Vap Magula" (plou-
ghing ceremony) had the same
fireside chat quality that has charac-
terised all his more important
speeches so far. In a broadcast to
the nation he said: "l am partici-
pating in a Vap Magul ceremony
after 25 years. In 1953,1, as the Minis-
ter of Agriculture, thought it a
good thing if the Governor-General
and | could participate in such a
ceremony according to the tradi-
tional customs. Today | am parti-
cipating in this ceremony as the
Prime Minister of this country,
chosen by the people. In apcient
times, people lived by hunting.
They lived like animals. As time
went on, they began to live as
civilised people. In groups or com-
munities. They also started to
plant grain and other pulses, More
than 2500 years ago the Indian
monarch Suddhodana too parti-
cipated in Vap Magul ceremonies.
With the coming of Vijaya and
the founding: of the Sinhala nation
those traditions were brought to
Sri Lanka. His Minister Upatissa
founded Panduwaspuwara. It was
King Panduwas Deva who started
the building of tanks in the coun-
try. The first tank to be built in
this country was IPanduwas Wewa,
It was after this that the construc-
tion of canals and irrigation sys-
tems was started. All these were
built without the use of machi-
nery or tractor or bulldozers.
The Parakrama Samudra and the
Kalawewa were constructed by
manual labour. Five hundred years
of foreign rule made us gradually
forget our traditions and we be-
gan to be dependent on imports.
Qur needs, like rice, were im-
ported. Large sums of money have
gone abroad for the import of
our food. All of us have tried to
stop this drain of our precious
resources. We do not import
things like onions and potatoes
and our cultivators are able to
use this money. Through the years
we have tried to be self-sufficient.
This government’s declared policy
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is to make the couptry self-suffi-
cient in rice within the next five
years. There will be jobs for our
youths. The Mahaweli project was to
be completed in 30 years. We have
decided to complete all three phases
of the Mahaweli project in six
years, This will provide jobs for
100,000 youths. There is the need
for all of us to get together. We
will have to sink whatever diffe-
rences we may have and work
towards achieving prosperity for
our people. Ministers and Mem-
bers of Parllament should make
this type of Vap Magula part of a
national programme. This is not a
mere ceremony. |t is the starting
of a national project to make our
people self-suificient. We have
no royalty today. There are no big
families whose traditions have to
be followed. We only have the
common pecple and | as the chosen
leader of this people and the coun-
try take great pride in participat-
ing in this historic Vap Magula.”

He stressed that the target was
to make the country self-sufficient
in rice in five years, This is certainly
an easily realisable objective. The
PM avoided the self-assured boast-
ing of bureaucrats and others as-
sociated with the government who
claimed that the country could
be self-sufficient in a year. Tribune
believes that if the paper plans are
implemenced even 60 to 70 per-
cent of the possible, Sri Lanka should
be self-sufficient not oply in rice
but also. in most food items in
three years. But, making allowarces
for the usual gap between plans
and fulfilment, five years is an out-
side limit.

The Prime Minister performed
his little show gracefully, in vil-
lage goviya copstume (sarong
tucked up and a turban-headgear)
and the fact that he did the plough-
ing like a buffalo and an anpcient
version of pleugh had significance
of its own. It had a rural appeal
of its own and also indicated that
the country was still in the buffalo
ploughing era. The use of a tractor
would have been  inappropriate.
The greater part of our “paddy
lands™” are small and fragmentary
and the buffalo and the bullock
are still the best means of plough-
ing these lands. Though four-wheel
tractors can be used on them,
they produce more economic re-
sults on larger holdings.

While the Prime Minister's part
of the ceremony did not make
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Million Rupee Tamasha?

it what common people regard
as a “tamasha’’ (his costume caused
eyebrows to be raised among cos-
mopolitanised and sophisticated
folk), the rest of the performance
at Panduwaspuwara was without
doubt an expensive ‘‘tamasha.”’
Elsewhere in this issue,in one of
our regular columns, there are some
cri tical comments about the “tama-
sha part of the ceremony. Tribune
was surprised that the J. R. Jaya-
wardene government should slip
into this expensive “‘tamasha” so
early in its life.

Wild stories are being cir-
culated as to the amount of
money spent on this perfor-
mance. The sum mentioned
is over a million rupees. The
rumour and gossip circuit in
Sri Lanka is fast circulating
this story in every corner of the
island. It is pointed out that
the UNP had criticised the
SLFP for spending vast sums of
meoney on ‘tamashas” and that
the UNP had already started
to follow in the footsteps of
the SLFP. If the Rs. one million
is an exaggeration the Gov-
ernment should furnish the
correct amount spent. There
should be no “hiding” or
making invisible some of the
expenditure under different
heads as in the past.

THE BUDGET SPEECH will be
made on Tuesday, November I5.
But, daily there are disclosures
and revelations about the Budget
to come. The Appropriation Bill
for the financial year 1978 has been
gazetted last week. The Daily News
report, 29/10/77, by Latheef Farouk,
provided an excellent summary:
“Accordipg to the Bill the Govern-
ment's estimated total expenditure
for the financial year 1978 is Rs.
8,316 million. According to these
figures the highest increase in the
estimated capital expenditure has
been allocated to the Ministry of
Irrigation, Power apd Highways.
During the current year the esti-
mated capital expenditure to this
ministry was Rs. 463 million and
for the year 1978 this has been
increased to Rs. 694 millions which
shows an increase of 231 millions.
The estimated capital expenditure
for the Transport Ministry for
the year 1978 is Rs. 271 millions
while it was Rs. 230 million for
the current year. The estimated
capital expenditure for the Educa-
tion Ministry for the year 1978
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Refloating The Economy

will be Rs. 64 million while it was
Rs. 56.3 million for the currept
year. A sum of Rs. 12 million has
beepn allocated as capital expendi-
ture for the year 1978 which shows
a decrease of 8 million compared
to current year's figures for the
Ministry of Trade. The estimated
capital expenditure for the Ministry
of Shipping, Aviation and Tourism
is Rs. 19 million for the next finan-
cial year. The estimated capital
expenditure of the Ministry of
Industries and Scientific Affairs has
been reduced froam Rs. 591 million
for the current year to Rs. 539
million for the next financial year.
The estimated capital expenditure
for the Ministry of Agriculture
and Lands too has been reduced
from Rs. 212 million for the current
year to Rs. 168 million for the
next financial year while this has
been increased for the Ministry
of Fisheries from Rs. 47 million
for the currept year to Rs. 115
million for the next financial year.
Ministry of Local Government,
Housing and Conpstruction is given
an  estimated capital expen-
diture of Rs. 313 millien for the
next financial year. Although the
recurrent expenditure for the pro
motion and development of minor
export crops was Rs. 2,010,000 it
has been allocated with an esti-
mated capital expenditure of Rs.
4,005,510 for the next financial
year. A sum of Rs. 8 million has
been allocated as the estimated
capital expenditure for the Ministry
of Textile Industries. But the re-
current expenditure for the pro-
motion and development of tex-
tile industries Rs. 647,500 has been
allocated with a capital expenditure
of Rs. 5,400,010.”

In the world of corridor gos-
sip in Colombo, it was whis-
pered that Ronnie de Mel
had managed to coliect US
§ 500 to 600 million in cash
credits for Sri Lanka for 1978
and for two years after that.
This is the period (3 years)
that experts feel is required
for Sri Lanka to get on its feet
as a mini-Singapore in order
to start generating foreign
exchange earnings on its own
and also to stabilise itself
as a model little outpost of
private enterprise in what
is left of global capitalism in
the complex world of teday.

Mr. Ropnie de Mel has not off-
cially disclosed what he had col-
lected in his begging bowl, but his
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press statements and speeches after
his return have given an indica-
tion of what is in the air. In his
speech at the Central Bank Audi-
torium, on October 28, to a gather-
ing of Bank heads and Corporation
Chairmen under the Ministry of
Finance, M™Mr. Ronnie de Mel had,
according to a report (Ajith Sama-
ranayake reporting) in the Observer,
28/10/77, had stated: “1978 should
be observed as ayear of production
and employment and asked Bank
heads and Corporation Chairmen
coming under his purview to de-
vote the coming six months to
reorganisation so that the effects
of the chaotic legacy left behind
by the last government could be
overcome. The Minister appealed
to the officials for their co-operation
to deliver the goods ‘If we
don’t our Government will not
las six years and the government
which will follow will not be so
fair you as our Prime Minister
has beep’, Mr. de Mel told his
officials. '"You will be treated“on
Galle Face Green’. In an intensely
political speech the Minister said
that the Government was deter-

by its predecessor. For that it
needed the active co-operation of
the bureaucracy. The Minister
said that he had returped from a
visit to . aid-giving countries in
the role of a mendicant. He had
brought aid but he did not enjoy
goirg with a begging bowl. The
Government had decided to esta-
blish a free economy in the country.
Already he was receiving a sheaf
of memoranda from businessmen
appealing for the relaxation of
various controls. ‘But none of these
people tell us from where this money
iz going to come,” he said, adding
that in addition to current expendi-
ture, 5,000 to 6,000 million a year
was needed for a free economy. This
money had to be generated through
increazed production. The Finance
Minister told the officials that the
Government, the Prime Minister
and he persopally had great confi-
dence in them. That was why they
had been appointed. He appealed
to them to carry out their duties

in such a way that confidence
would not be impaired. Mr. de
Mel said that the Government

was determined to avoid the mis-

mined to avoid the mistakes made takes of the previous regime. In

BOUQUETS |
*RAJU COOMARASWAMY. Not many developing (or even
developed) countries have opportunities of having the services of an
experienced and able adthinistrator like (*“Roving”’) Raju Coomaraswamy
to be the adviser to the Prime Minister and the Government on Inter- |
national financial matters. Raju, after a distinguished career in the
Ceylon Civil Service, (Tribune, had then occasionally criticised him on |
matters he did not merit censure—but Tribune was, at that time, on th|=.-I
crest of a hyper-critical stage of its evolution), went over to the U.N.|
to join the UNDP. Raju became an international civil servant of great|
repute. If there is one thing Raiu must be familiar with, it is about the
labyrinthan intricacies and mystique abput the IMF, IBRD and the inter-
national mopetary system. His angle of vision may have so far been from
an official point of view but Raju has the perception to know the
system from inside and also to be able to help his mother country to
get the best out of many worlds—First, Second and the Third. The Prime
Minister must be offered a bouguet for making this appointment at this
critical stage of our history. He will have someone who can give him
the “dope” on many intricate matters of international monetary and
fiscal importance.

*FOOD DRIVE. A bouquet must also be handed out to the Govern-
ment for the early start on the Food Drive. The symbolic inauguration
at Panduwaspuwara in the NWP on October 27, augurs well for the
country. This is a part of the country where the Sarvodaya (and one
of its indefatigable worlkers, Upali Senanayake), have prepared the ground
for a flying start in pushing the Food Drive. Tribune has emphasised,
during the entirety of the two-decades from its inception, the importance
of Food Production. There is no doubt that Sri Lanka can be totally
self-sufficient in food: and it can also export vast quantities of cereals,
pulses, fruits, vegetables, meat, fish, eggs and a whole range of other
food items. With agro-industries Sri Lanka can export processed food
as well. But, it is necessary that people should work at least 8 hours
a day. In fact, they should be induced to work 12 hours—they will, if
the proper incentives and returpns are made available.
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Sri Lanka there was a population
with ap acute political conscious-
ness. They could not be fooled.
They were already critical of the
Government not only here but
also abroad as he had discovered
on his recent visit,

“The Minister said that under
the last government corruption
and family bandyism had thrived.
Official vehicles had been misused.
He had received complaints that
even after the UNP had come
to power officials under his Minis-
try had misused official vehicles.
This had to stop. The Minister
told his officials that hereafter
appointments to institutions upder
his purview should be strictly on
merit. The last Government had
abused this. It had also given ten-
ders apnd coptracts through im-
proper means. The highest in the
land had been involved in this.
If any improper appointments are
made hereafter he would imme-
diately abolish them, Mr. de Mel
said. Under the last goverpment
the People’s Bapnk had been mis-
used. Loans to the tune of 20 to
30 million had been given on the
strength of a single phone call.
He knew that there were people in
the UNP too who were waiting to
step into the shee: of such corrupt
persons. He wished to warn them at
this stage. In a straight from the
shoulder speech, Mr. de Mel, told
the officials, that he was against
conspicious exenditure. ‘Pleate don't
suggest buying new buildings or
airconditioning your office,’ he :aid
I am not in favour of any attempt
on your part to expand your empires.’
He was prohibiting either the biying
or construction of new buildings in
the city. On the other hand he would
welcome proposalz aimed at increaszing
production saving and investment,
the Minister, said........ i

The Daily Mirror, October 29,
carried a frontpage banner head-
line IMF TO  FINANCE EX-
CHANGE DEFICIT. The report
(by S. A. Gilbert Dias) stated: “The
Internatiopnal Monetary Fupd; the
Daily Mirror learns, has agreed
to finance the foreign exchange
budget deficit next year. The IMF
team led by Mr. Douglas Scott left
last Tuesday after negotiations with
the Prime Minister, Mr. J. R, Jaya-
wardene, Minister of Finance, Mr.
Ronnie de Mel, and other Ministers
and officials, The IMF decision, the
first of its kind will help the Gov-
vernment's ecopnomic recovery pro-

gramme, according to financial cir-
cles. Meapnwhile the Minister of
Finance and his officials are work-
ing on the Budget to be presented
in the Natiopa.l State Assembly
on MNovember |5, According to
informed sources there is likely
to be a relaxation of exchange
control regulations goverping im-
ports and exports and foreign tra-
vel. There is a possibility of the
reduction of the Business Turn-
over Tax on manufacturing indus-
tries and export industries which
will result in the prices of local
products coming down or being
maintained at present levels. How-
ever a higher levy of BTT on hotels
is likely. The FEECs scheme will
also be revised. The current view
is that the FEECs scheme will be
withdrawn and the parity rate of
the Ceylon Rupee ipcreased to
offset the loss on the 65 per cent
FEECs rate. There will be salary
increase for public and private
sector employees. According to
the scheme the increase is likely
to be in"the region of 25 per cent
to 20 per cent with lower income
groups receiving bigger increases.
The rice and sugar subsidy is likely
to be revised. The salary point
at which the consumers will not
receive subsidies is being studied.
Foreign travel will be relaxed.
Those who wish to pursue higher
education abroad and undergo medi-
cal treatment will be provided
necessary foreign exchange. Goy-
ernment departments and corpor-
ations are to be given permission
to import their requirements with-
out formalities of exchange control.
They will merely submit documents
to the Exchapge Controller apd
Import Controller without awai-
ting their approval. Rupee tickets
for travel abroad on Air Ceylon
will also be except from approval
by the Exchapge Controller. The
proposal to lower the income tax
ceiling is being considered. The
increase in the duty op import
of cars is also apother step that
is being looked into."
The Sun of October 3, con-
firmed that the amount of
‘foreign aid' was in the region
of US $ 630 million: “The
Finance Minister, Mr, Ronnie
de Mel, has been successful
in negotiating aid to the
tune of 630 million US dollars,
the Sun reliably understands.
The aid will come from the
International Monetary Fund,
member countries of the Air
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IMF To The Rescue?

Sri Lanka Consortium and
other international lending
agencies with which Mr. de
Mel had talks during his re-
cent mission abroad. The
Cabinet is now studying de-
tails connection with the in
dividual air offers. Final ap-
proval is to be given to these
matters shortly so that the
Minister could finalise the bud-
get proposals due to be Pre-
sei.ted in the National State
Assembly on MNovember 15",

There is also ample evidence that
the “socialist’” supra-structure and
the infra-structure set up by the
United Front and SLFP government
from 1970 to 1977 is being dis-
mantled. Even the LSSP *capitalist”
gimmick of CRA will definitely be
thrown overboard. What is likely
to emerge in the forthcoming Bud-
get is a blue print for a capitalist
econpomy tempered by coptrols
and regulations to give an infusion
of “welfarism' and ‘'secial demo-
cracy’’ to enable the UNP to claim
that the country was evolving a
new kind of “democratic socialism'’.

At the moment, people do
not seem to be concerned
about what kind of economy
is taking over the island:
they are not worried about
“socialism’” eor ‘‘democratic
socialism™ or any other "ism’’,
All they want is a reduction
in the cost of living (this has
not yet happened in a signi-
ficant or comprehensive man-
ner), more employment and
more consumer goods. If these
become available within the
next six to nine months, the
government will be welil away.
if not. .a new deluge will over-
talce the country with fate-
ful consequences.

THE SOVIET UNION celebrates
the sixtieth apnpiversary of its
founding next week. It has adop-
ted a new Constitution which is
claimed to reflect the present
stage in the development of the
USSR. In Colombo, at a meeting
to mark the apniversary at lohn

de Silva Memorial Theatre on
October 31, Mr. Gamini Dissa-
nayake, Minister of lIrrigation,

power and Highways said: “The
United Matiopal Party government
led by the Prime Minister Mr. 1. R.
layawardene would never sur-
render the sovereignty of the
country to any world power, be
it the Soviet Union, the United
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Soviet Constitytion

States, or China or even India,
even if any of them were prepared
to fill the island with gold. The
government would welcome aid
from apy country, as long as that
aid was in keeping with the policy
of this government, he said. The
Soviet Minister of Fisheries, Mr,
N. Vapyayer, had talks with the-
Prime Minister Mr. J. R. Jaya-
wardene yesterday, said Mr. Dis-
sapnayake, where certain policy
matters had been clarified, he said.
The Prime Minister had explained
to the Soviet Minister at the talks
that the UNP in jts history had
not opposed the establishment of
diplomatic relations with the Soviet
Union. The commonly held be-
lief that it was the late Mr. S. W,
R. D. Bandaranaike who had been
instrumental in  establishing dip-
lomatic relations with the Soviet
Union after Ge came to power
in 1956 was wrong, the Mipister
said. At the time of the 1956 Gene-
ral elections talks were already
in progress for the establishment

of such relations between Mr
R. 5. S. Gupawardene, the Sri
Lanka's UN represeptative and

Soviet Union officials. At the talks
the Prime Minister had with the
Soviet Minister that misconception
had been cleared, Mr. Dissanayake
said. He said the Soviet Upion
was today the most powerful nation
in the socialist bloc. lts history
was inseparably linked with Lenin.
Lenin had the distinction of being
the founder of the great Soviet
Repubiic. Such people were very
rare in history, he added. He
thanked the Soviet Union for the
assistance given to Sri Lanka so far
to improve her economy. In future
too he hoped such assistance would
be forthcoming.”

About the new Constitution, the
New Delhi daily, Patriot had sum-
med up the virtues of the Consti-
tution in an editorial in the follow-
ing terms: “The new Soviet Cons-
titution adopted unanimously by
the Supreme Soviet of the USSR
is now the law of the world’s first
‘socialist state of the whole peo-
ple’. It expresses the will not of
oné or two sections of the people,
but the ‘will and interests of the
workers, peasants and intelligentsia,
the working people of all pations
and nationalities of the country.’
These statements are not a matter
of rhetoric often used in the pre-
ambles of state documents; they
indicate changes in the material
and spiritual conditions of life of a
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great and powerful nation. Other-
wise, definitions of  socialist
states—dictatorship of the prole-
tariat, a state of workers and
peasants and a state of the whole
people—would not have raised
controversies in the Communpist
world. The position in this case
is that the state of the ‘whole
people’ embodies a system of the
economic social and pelitical deve-
lopment since the working peo-
ple of the Soviet Union came into
power and established the world’s
first socialist state 60 years ago.'

“The new Conpstitution affirms
that a developed socialist society
has come into existence, which
will now advance towards the Com-
munist stage, with abundance of
material wealth and a heigh-
tened moral consciousness. There
are no hostile classes like ‘capi-
talist-roaders’ or ‘poisonous
weeds' in the Soviet Upion. All
its people are now linked by mutual
understanding and practical co-
operation. The Communist party,
called upon to play an extensive
role by the new Constitution, will

not enjoy any new privileges; it
Will have to perform additional
duties in order to hasten the ad-
vance to a better [ife,

“Apart from material apd ad-
ministrative changes since the tri-
umph of the Great October Reyolu-
tion—changes which include the
end of the civil war and the for-
mation of Asia and other new re-
publics—what calls for special re-
cognition now is the extension of
democracy, the association of more
and more people in taking and
implementing decisions, an end to
the cult of personality and repres-
sions associated with it, The dis-
cussion of the Constitution in=
volved no less than 140,000,000
men and women, more than 80
per cent of the adult population
of the Soviet Upion. The draft
was discussed at nearly 1.5 million
meetings of all sections of people,
including musicians and artists, and
400,000 proposals for amendments
were received by the Cops-
titution Commission, headed
by Mr. Leonid Brezhnev. And all
this was not a formality because

*EXPENSIVE TAMASHA.
opening for the Food Drive.

for inviting the more decorative
Colombo 7 vintage, for a fabulous
the types who will usher ip

the new follow the old? .

*SMOKING IN BUSES,
the first flush of new-broom
end queues, end overloading,

mission for some ope.

But

BRICKBATS

It is a good thing to have a ceremeonial
And no better place thap Panduwasnuwara
could have been chosen. But what was the need to make ap expepsive
tamasha of it? Stories are already circulating in Colombo about tﬁn
sums of money that have’been spent on the spectacular gimmicks got
up to make a Cecil B. de Mille show of the event. Must all this money be
spent on such trappings! Could the money not have been used for more
useful purposes in connection with the Food Drive? Many brickbats must
be thrown at those responsible for al| the
ladies (and their husbands), of old
lunch at Panduwasnuwara? Are these
the Dharmista Society!? The Government-
controlled media has begun tosing the usual praises they had customaril
bestowed on such tamashas—in the past. The newspapers don't care,
but common people are already saying that the new UNP
started doing what the old UNP and the SLFP had done—indulge ip

tamashas! The ofd UNP was cast down because of the tamashas. Must

The new administration of the CTB, in
enthusiasm, had proclaimed that it will
end footboard riding and enforce the no-
smoking rule. Today, the queues are longer, especially in the outstatiops
as buses have been withdrawn to towns, the over-loading is greater and
footboard riding has hit a new high.
greater nuisance than ever—much to the annoyance of passengers. The
CTB wants Rs. 140 million to import new
service and maintain existing buses? Purchasing new buses means a com-
Who! The proposal to half-denationalise the
C.T.B. is welcome—at least to get rid of the bureaucrats at the centre,
the districts and the depots. Brickbats must be flung at the C.T.B,
bigwigs who say that the old order has been changed. The new, to the
ordinary commuter, seems to be worse than the old. A new half-private,
half-state bus company is pointless upless there is efficient management.
management will deteriorate if making “commissions”, invisib]y,
abroad, is the sole motivating factor at the higher levels.

€ vast

tamasha gimmniicks and also

has already

Smoking in buses has become a

buses. Why not repair,
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the Commission accepted 150
amendments. The manner of the
drafting of the Constitution as well
as its substance provides the best
answer to the virulent campaign
run by the West on the question
of human rights in the Soyiet Union.
An honest observer cannot but
admit that rights and the freedoms
of the people guaranteed under
the Soviet Conpstitution cover a
much wider range and are meore
meaningful and effective than in
the socalled Western democra-
cies, where rights are proclaimed
without the means to fulfil them.”

- K

BETWEEN THE LINES
BY SERENDIB

® Capital

@ Loot

*NSA TO ANURADHAPURA.
The Sun of October had a report
with the headline: CALL TO MOVE
NSA TO ANURADHAPURA. The
report read as follows: “Notice
of a motion calling for the setting
aside of the proposal to shift the
MNational State Assembly to the
famed city of Jayawardhanapura,
Kotte, has been given in the Natio-
nal State Assembly. The motion
asks that instead the NSA be shif-
ted to Anuradhapura, the Capital
city of Rajarata where a thousand
kings reigned. This motion appears
on the Order Paper of the NSA
for Wednesday, November 2, and
has been moved in the name of
Mr. Dayaratne Walagambahu. The
reasons he lists are that ‘with a
view to honouring the policies
foliowed by the Sinhalese kings
of the past in their endeavours
to establish a righteous law-abiding
society and as a remedy to the
national problem arising from the
attempt to split the country into
two as envisaged in the proposal
which seeks to assign the aren
that side of the country from
Pupawa of Vavuniya District up to
the Jaffna Peninsula to the Tamils
and this side of the country to
the Sinhalese and also as a safe-
guard against the potential threat
to the security embodied in such a
division.” He said this step would
erpetuate the ideals of natiopalism,
patriotism and loyalty to the coun-
try cherished and held inviolable
for well over 2500 years and assure

o Lorries
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the rights and heritage of those
descendants coming down from
the lineage of Maha Parakramabahu
the Great."”

Bryan de Kretser has been wan-
ting the capital of Sri Lanka to be
shifted to Anuradhapura. He has
been shouting about this in the
wilderness for a long long time.
But Bryap’s voice has often broken
out of the wilderness with great
force. His campaign to end the
MPs chit system met with great
success. One of the first decrees
of the JR Government was to dis-
down, denounce and forbid the
Chit system,

Then, the new Speaker wanted
to shift the NSA to his electorate.
A new NSA building has been
long over due. But why shift it to
Kotte! Why shift it to a suburb
simply because a former Sinhalese
king had his palace there, in Kottel?
Isp’t it better that the NSA be

retained inside the Munpicipality
of Colombo, the capital of Sri
Lanka?

The ‘‘decision’’ to shift the NSA
to Kotte has produced a UNP back-
bencher’s reaction from the MP
for Mihintale who has taken the
opportunity to tag on Un anti-Eelam
bogey to justify his demand. The
Mihintale MP's “call’” is really a
demand tc shift the capital to
Anuradhapura because where the
NSA is, there the capital is. Many
rightly feel that the shifting of the
NSA to Kotte {why not Wattala
or Dehiwala or Ratmalanal) is only
an attempt to shift the hub of the
capital to Kotte.

Shifting the NSA to Kotte has
other implications in Sri Lanka
where every king—after the Anu-
radhapura era—was mever happy
unless he built a Capital of his
owp. And in the best traditions
of this island, every Speaker may
hereafter want to shift the NSA
or the Parliament (nomenclatures
may change) to his electorate.

*FOOD DEPT. LORRIES. A
Daily  Mirror, {14.10.77), headline
stated: ONLY 78 OF 236 FOOD
DEPT. LORRIES IN RUNNING OR-
DER. The news report said: “Out
of 236 lorries that are available
for the trapsport of food at the
Chalmers Granaries only 78 were
in running condition, a spokesman
of the Food Department told the
Daily Mirror yesterday. He said
the transport department of the
Food Department was in a mess

for the past several years. He said -
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Why Kotte?

it was a crime to allow this type
of thing to continue as the De-
partment was spending large sums
of mopey on private coptractors.
He cited one instance where the
Department spends about Rs. 850
on one lorry to transport food
from Coclombo to Anuradhapura.
Some of the lorries were beyond
repair but a large number of them
could be rup if repairs were
effected. He added that large-scale
pilfering was taking place and in
one case a dashboard of a lorry
was missing."”

The Food Department spokes:
man’s moaning will reach up to
the high heavens, but it becomes
a pointless exercise if nothing is
dope about it. Everyone knows
why the lorries “‘are not in run-
ning order.' The vested interests
in the Food Departrient get a
“cut” from private lorry owners.
Either the corruption has to be
eliminated if departmental lorries
are to be kept in running order—
—or, the alternative is abolish the.
departmental lorry system and hire
private lorries on competitive tender
rates after allowing nngh lorry-
owners to offer keen competition.

But if the Railway is made to
work as it should, then more than
half the food cargo presently car-
ried by lorries can go in the CGR.
And this will make it cheaper for
the Food Department and the
country!

*MAHARAGAMA POLICE
AND LOQT. The Sun of Octo-
ber 21, under the heading MAHA-
RAGAMA POLICE WERE INVOL-
VED IN DISPOSAL OF LOOTED
GOODS, reported the proceedings
before the Supreme Court as fol-
lows: “The ASP, MNugegoda, Mr.
Hillary Abeygoonasekera,  said
yesterday that a section of the
residents in Maharagama did not
like certain activities of the Maha-
ragama Police. He was testifying
upnder cross-examination before a
three-member bench of the Supreme
Court in the habeas corpus
application filed by Mr. Wijepala
Wickremasooriya of School Lane,
Nugegoda, over the illegal deten-
tion of Padmalal Tilakawardene.
The petitioner is seeking that
Thilakawardena be producded be-
fore the Supreme Court and be
dealt with according to law. Mr.
Abeygoonesekera, in his evidence-
in-chief, spoke about the entries
made in the Information Book.
Under cross-examination, he said
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Police And Laot

that there had been complaints of
assault by the Maharagama Police
and a pnumber of complaints were
against the second respondent in
this case Mr. 5. Dharmadasa, OIC
Maharagama Police. The Mahara-
gama Police, he said, were working
hard to recover goods looted dur-
ing the recent disturbances, A special
squad had been detailed in this
connection. Referring to allega-
tions about Police officers in Maha-
ragama being involved p the dis-
posal of looted goods, the ASP
said he became aware of this a long
time after August 30th. Court:
Should the second respondent not
have brought to your immediate
notice that Police officers were
suspected of being involved in the
disposal of looted goods? ‘‘Witness

Yes. Witness accepted the fact
that ajthough he was informed
later, he did not take any action.

“Mr. Corbett Jayewardene (senior
counsel for the petitioner): Tilaka-
wardena was taken to the OIC’s
bungalow after he was arrested
because certain Police officers of
the Maharagama station were them-
selves suspect. What is the proper

procedure!  Witnezs: He could
have been taken to the Mirihana
Police Station, interrogated and

put in a cell there Mr. fayawardene
He was taken to a private doctor
to attend to his injuries as soop
as he was arrested. Is this correct?
Witness: No, the normal procedure
is to take him before a government
doctor. Thereafter Mr. S. Sivarasa,
Deputy Director of Public Pro-
secutions appearing for the two
respondents, closed his case apd
began his address. The case will
be resumed today. The Supreme
Court bench hearing this case
comprises Mr. Justice C. V. Udala-
gama, Mr. Justice Malcolm Perera
and Mr. Justice B. C, S. Ratwatte.”

This report does not need any
comment. And, as the case is stiil
sub judice we canpot comment
on the merits of the case.

But, this Maharagama case has
taken the lid off police conduct
in a big way. A senior officer ad-
mitted that members of the Mahara-
gama Police were alleged to be
involved in the disposal of loot.
Reports on the grapevine reaching
Tribune indicate that if similar Supre
me Court probes are made in places
as far flung as Jaffna,’ Anuradhapura,
Galle, Kandy and other places, it
will be found that members of the
Police ipn all these places had
brought disgrace to in the Uni-
forms and their Service,

7~
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*MALDIVE FISH. The Sunday
Times had an illuminating piece
under the heading SUBSTITUTE
FOR MALDIVE FISH. “A local
enterpreneur has made a break-
through in producing fish powder
{which is also claimed to be a subs-
titute for maldive fish) at low cost

and using local technology. His
preduct is protein-rich (61 per
cent) and sterile, according to

Medical Research Institute labora-
tory tests. It could be used to savour
curries and soups apd as a base
for sambols and ‘lupumiris.’

“With the Maldivian Republic
turning over its catches of tupa
to Japanese and  other foreign
buyers its fish drying and curing
industry is on the way out apd
Sri Lanka will have to do without
maldive fish. The availability of
the new product both as a protein
food and as a substitute for maldiyve
fish could result in a saving of fore-
ign exchange in the import of
maldive fish and dry fish. _ The
new product is being marketted
in the Pettah in polythene packs”.

This erjatz maldive fish is said
to be “very good.” Those who
have been able to get it say so.
Ersatz or Synthetic Caviar from
Russia cannot be distinguished from
the genuine under any tests! Honey
made synthetically by a well-known
multi-national is no different from
the real honey of the bee-farms.
Pol-sambol and all other Sambols
with maldive fish have already
become a thing of the past.

* * #

NEIGHBOURS

o Indonesia = Philippines
o Arabia @ Iran -

by The Recorder

THE SUB-CONTINENT—
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh apd
Nepal—has beed relatively quiet
this week. Bhutto is arguing his

case before the Supreme Court,
while General Zia seeks ways and
means of stabilising his adminis-
tration. He is said to have the back-
ing of Saudi Arabia and Iran and
has made a trip to Kabul to ensure

‘that the Pathans do not start trouble.

The demand for a fresh election
grows daily apd it is clear that
Bhutto has more popular support
than Zia (and his backers) had be-
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lieved. In India, Mrs. Indira Gandhi
is trying to stage a comeback in a

pugnacious way and opne more
mistake by Charan Singh  will
help her. Prime Minister Morarji

Desai has been on a six-day official
visit to the USSR to establish that
Japata’s “genuine"” non-alignment
did not “tilt” completely to the
West. Repression has increased
in Bangladesh while Nepal is con-

tending with a serious hashish
{(narcotics) problem.
In Southeast Asia, there has

been a new military coup in Thai-
land. Even the usually well-infor-
med Far Eastern Economic Review,
(FEER) 28/10/77, had a eulogistic
giece on how “Thailand’s Premier
anin Kraivixien has celebrated a
year in office—which may not have
come as a surprise to him, but it
did to pessimists who gave the right
wing lawyer oply a few months
when he came to power on the
heels of a military coup.” Bapg-
kok’s FEER correspondent, Richard
Nations, has an investigative piece
in the same issue on “the secret
of Tanin's survival”. Nations sta-
ted: “Bangkok: October 22 marked
the first anniversary in office of

Thai Prime Minister Tanin Krai-
vixien. And it was one anniver-
sary far fewer .Thais expected

to witness thap Tanin himself may
care to admit, for the new premier
was given no more than four mon-
ths when the military first lifted
him from the obscurity of right-
wing legal circles to head the ciyi-
lian government following the Octo-
ber & coup.” But even before this
issue of FEER came on the news-

stands (the weekly is ready ope

week ahead), the new military
coup had taken place.

But, more than Thailand, Indo-
nesia, has been in the pews.
Amnesty International,  the
Nobel Prize winning organisation,
has called for a worldwide drive
to secure the release of political
prisoners in Indonesia. The FEER
also of 28/10/77 had a five-page
report by David lenkins about
tonditions in the prison camps.
“He chronpicles the complaints of
the detainees, and analysis ‘opera-
tion supernatural  powers'—the
Government'’s plan to release nearly
all its prisoners within the pext
two years."

Amnesty International in a
150 page booklet sets out the de-
tails of the story of political im-
prisonment in Indonesia. It is a
sad and sordid story, and many ask
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why President Carter has not said
one word about the 100,000 pri-
sopers of conscience in Indonesia.
The Introductory Note of the
Report states: “The situation of
political prisoners in Indonesia is
profoundly disturbing. With re-
gard to numbers, time-scale, me-
thods used by the government and
the history of mass killinge and mas-
siye arrests, pcniitical imprison-
ment in Ilndonesia is without paral-
lel today. More than 55,000 poli-
tical prisoners are distributed
throughout the many islands of the
Republic of Indonesia; and the cor-
rect figure is probably as many as
100,000.

“Who are these prizoners? Why
are there so many? Why are they
transported to permanent penal set-
tlement:? Why have 3o few been
tried? Why have vast numbers been
held without for more than |l years?
Theze are the question: with which
thiz report i5 concerned. Amnesty
International has conzistently pointed
out that the Indonesian Government’s
policy of palitical ~ imprizonment
amounts to persistent and grozs vio-
lation of human rights.

“The facts are simple and terri-
ble. Tens of thousands of political
prisopers in Indonesia are held
captive without trial, or used
as servants by local military com-
manders, or exploited as forced
jabour, or subject to an archaic
policy of trapsportation to penal
colopies. They are ill-treated by
the authorities. The majority have
now been held prisoner for more
than |1 years without trial. Men,
women and children are held pri-
soper, arbitrarily and at the dis-
cretion of local military comman-
ders,  The upcopstitutional and
illegal treatment of the prisoners
is iHustrated by the political triais
of a relatively small pumber of
prisoners.

“The courts have npever been
known to acquit a single defen-
dant, and convictions have been
based on the merest shreds of
evidence. The judges have sen-
tenced prisoners to death or to
gross periods of imprisonment. This
cynical use of the courts to try
prisoners is merely an attempt
by the Indonesian Government to
present the world with the illusion
that they are trying to solve the
problem according to established
standards of justice. All Indone-
sian political prisoners are tightly
controlled by the military autho-
rigies. The prisoners are at the
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mercy of local military comman-
ders, who have the power to ar-
rest, interrogate, permit the use
of extreme and brutal torture,
imprison, use prisoners as seryants
or forced labour, release and re-
arrest them; to act in a completely
arbitrary way with regard to people
taken captive without charge or
trial,

“For the prisoners and their
families, what happened after an
abortive ‘coup’ mounted b{ a
small number of middle ranking
Army officers in 1965 has been a
continuing nightmare, First there
was the period of fear and un-
certainty when the Indonesian Army
conducted a nation-wide ‘inquisi-
sition’ to .destroy what they re-
garded as left-wing elements in
Indonesian society.  There were
sudden arrests, interrogation and
torture, followed by the likeli-
hood of a summons to face sum-
mary execution, or the possibility
of hassh and interminable im-
prisonment without charge or trial.
All this without any reference
to constitutional and legal rights,
and carried out completely and
arbitraily at the discretion of local
military commanders.

“Although there has been growing
international concern over the last
few years abcut the plight of political
prisoners in Indonesia, governments
and ordinary people have been reluc-
tant to expre;s their views because
of the complexity of the problem,
ond because its dimension; often
zeem incredible.

“The Amnesty International re-
Fon describes
ndonesian pol‘ltical prisoners;
although the problem is complex,
the fundamental issue of Indone-
sian political imprisonment is
simple.

“Mo government has the au-
thority arbitrarily to impri-
son large numbers of people,
unconstitutionally, illegally
and contrary to the rule of
law. No government should
allow political prisoners to
be held entirely within a mili-
tary system of administration
which controls all matters
concerning  political priso-
ners, and permits local mili-
tary commanders to ecercise
complete arbitrary power
over political prisoners. No
government should transport
political prisoners held with-
out trial to permanent penal
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the situation of

Annesty Internatioral

settlements, or exploit them
as forced labour in a daily
struggle for survival to pro-
duce all their own food
and to provision the military
garrison guarding them. Mili-
tary cemmanders should
not be empowered to decide
which prisoners are to be
released and which held in-
definitely; nor empowered
to seize the goods and pro-
perty of prisoners and their
families, and to demand large
bribes from the latter as the
price for releasing their re-
latives.

“A npumber of political com-
mentators have noted with con-
cern that the ‘inquisition’ in
Indonesia has prompted careless spe-
culation elsewhere. When the
September 1973 coup in Chile
occured, the words ‘Jakarta, Jakarta’
were chalked on to walls, appa-
rently to indicte that some of the
participants in the coup were hop-
ing for a repetition of what had
taken place in Indonesia. And in
Turkey, some right-wing groups
have debated whether to follow

|
| Civil Rights Movement
of Sri Lanka

‘ The CRM welcomes the
repeal of the CIC Act. The CRM
was amongst the foremost cri-
tics of this legislation at the
time it was introduced in 1972.
The CRM also welcomes the
repeal of the provisions of the
Exchange Control (Amendment)
Act which permitted suspects
to be detained for long periods
in solitary confinement, and
which the CRM has criticised
as providing for secret trial
in the police station.

Another Act which the CRM
had occasion to criticise when
it was passed was the Intepre-
tation (Amendment) Act No. 18
of 1972. The CRM urges the
goyernment to give its atten-
tion to the need to repeal this
Act and provisions in various
other laws which prevent the
citizen from seeking legal red-
ress against abuse of govern-
mental authority.

R. Siriwardene
2.10.77 Secretary.

(Resolution adopted at meeting
of the Civil Rights Movement
held on 2lst October, 1977)




indonesidn Prisoners

the ‘Indonesian example’ in order
to eradicate the left-widg influence
in Turkish politics. Iy Thailand,
following the military coup of
October 1976, there has been open
speculation among some leading
military officers as to whether,
if the ‘Indonesian example’ were
followed, the country would be
able to eradicate left-wing ele-
ments for at least a decade. It is
in this context that the facts about
bolitical imprisonment and its history

in Indenesia must understoed.
The terrible ‘inguisition” that was
conducted in Indonesia, the masz

killings and mazsive scale of political
imprisonment, are a warning of the
dangers of such specualtion.

“AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL
considered it its duty over the years
to report the facts of Indonesian
political imrprisonment. This has
incurred the displeasure of the
Indopesian Goverpment. In a re-
cent speech, General Ali Said, the
Indonesian Prosecutor General, was
reported to have said that ‘‘there
cannot be any meeting point bet-
ween the outlook of the Indonesian
Government and Amnesty Inter-
national. ‘For this reason’, he said,
‘we shall not deal with them’
(Sinar Harapan, 6 January 1977).

“Amnesty International be-
lieves that Indonesian Gov-
ernment policy towards

political prisoners, is an ap-
propriate and proper subject
for international concern and
for all who care about human
rights. Furthermore, that the
international community
should make clear represen—
tations to President Suharto
and his Government in order
that they realize that only
the immediate and uncondi-
tional release of all the pri-
soners held for so long with-
out trial will provide a just
solution.”

The Introduction to the AmpestY
International Report has beep re-
produced in full to show our rea-
ders the meaning and extent of
political imprisonment in Indonesia.
The full report merits careful
reading.

Whilst nearly a 100,000 political
prisoners now linger in the prison
camps of Indonesia, in the Philip-
pines, the peace negotiations which
started on October [0 turped into
a massacre when Muslim rebels
shot dead ap Army general, five
Colonels and 27 officers in the
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market place in Jolo, The gavern-
ment position is that the rebels
had treacherously attacked the 346
man military party which had gone
to meet the rebels and the entire
number were moved down from

behind. The Hindu ip an edi-
torial summed up the situation:
“THE CEASEFIRE AGREEMENT

in southern Philippines, put into
effect last December after several
rounds of talks involving Libyan
mediation, has now been torp’ to
shreds.  Following the massacre
on Monday of an uparmed Army
General and his 35-member peace
party, the Manila Government has
Swung into action with large ground
and naval forces in a major opera-
tion against the rebels who ove
allegiance to the Moro Natiopal
Liberation Front which spearheads
the separatist demands of the
Muslim  minority (three millions
in a total population of more thap
40 millions). The Christiaz-Muslim
conflict has been smouldering for
more than four centuries apd the
current revolt broke out in Octo-
ber 1972 in Mindanao, Phifippines'
second largest island 500 miles
south of Manila, and in the Suly
archipelago further south. The re.
bels have had the moral backing
of Islamic countries in West Asia
and North Africa apd 2 compro-
mise was worked out ip a con-
ference in Tripoli between Mrs.
Imelda Marcos, wife of the Presi-
dent of the Philippines, and Col.
Gadaffi, Libya's President. Presi-
dent Marcos then annoupced his
willingness to form a 2%-member
Provisional autonemous  govern.
ment for the 13 southerp pro-
vinces, with 15 seats including the
chairmarship to the MNLF.  The
rebels rejected the ad hoc offer
as well as the results of a referep.
dum. The Muslims are ip 4 majo-
rity in five of these provinces and
the overall result of the poll was
an emphatic ‘'no’ to control of
the region by the MNLF,

“The widespread clashes since thes

1972 uprising have led to the death
of 20,000 people (according to
official estimates) and a millien
more have been rendered home-
less. There are also numerous
communist-led rebellions on other
islands.  Naturally, in his state-
of-the-nation speech on the occa-
sion of the fifth anniversary last
month of his launching of the cam-
paign for the New Society, Presi-
detn Marcos made it clear that
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the security situation did not per-
mit the lifting of martial law. In
August, at the summit meeting
of the Association of South-East
Asian Natiopns, Mr. Marcos took a
bold diplomatic initiative when he
gave up his country’s claims (made
I5 years ago) to Sabah, the easterp-
most State in Malaysia, which is in
the big island - of Kalimantan
(Borneo). Before the election
defeat last year cf the Sulu-borp
Sabah Chief Minister, Tun Mustaffa,
the Moro rebels were trained
openly in Sabah which was also
the staging post for supplies of
arms and ammunition arriving from
sympathetic Islamic countries in
West Asia and Africa. The Malay-
sian Federal Government is pre-
pared to take steps to prevent
military aid flowing to the Moro
rebels, but peither Mapila nor
Kuala Lumpur is sufficiertly equip-
ped with paval patrol boats to
enforce a blockade. The Manila
Government has ordered fast ar-
med boats to contain the smug-
gling of arms. Its efforts will be
brought to nought unless the West
Asian countries refrain from supply-
ing arms and at the same time
press the Musiim rebels to give
up their separatist demands and
settle for a diluted version of auto-

nomy in which Manila will have
sovereign sway over the whole
country.””

IN THE GULF AREA, the other
area of great significance to Sri
Lanka, a lope gunman killed a
United Arab Emirate Govern-
ment Minister at Abu Dhabi air-
port on October 24, during an
apparent attempt to assassipate the
Syrian Foreign Minister, Abdul
Halim Khaddam. The acttack was
made when the Syrian Minister
was about to leave Abu Dhabi
for Qatar, whereupon he termi-
nated his visit to the Gulf States
and returped to Damascus. There
was also an attempt to assa-
ssinate Khaddam Jast December,
allegedly by a Palestinlan. The
suggestion seems to be that a Pales-
tinian from a country inimical to
Syria has ‘beenused for the assassi-
nation attempts: “Syrian Foreign
Minister Halim Khaddam today
accused apother Arab country of
plotting an assassination attempt
against him in which a United
Arab Emirates government Minis-
ter died. The Syrian Minister said
‘the clique’ that tried to kill him
had been sent by an Arab capital,
He did not say which one. The
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clique which this Arab capital
has sent to assassinate me fully
realises that such an act first serves
the Israel enemy,” Mr. Khaddam
said in an airport arrival statement.
¢, .Tough travel restrictions were
clamped on people in this island
city yesterday as authorities hun-
ted possible accomplices in the
murder of Self Bin Ghobash, United
Arab Emirates (UAE) Minister of
State for Foreign Affairs. Mr.
Ghobash 41, died yesterday in 2
‘hall of bullets aimed at the Syrian
Foreign  Minister  Abdel-Malim
Khaddam in the Abu Dhabi air-
port passenger lounge. Diplomatic
sources said the assassin was a
Palestinian and that, after his ar-
rest he had given information
which sparked off a large scale
search for accomplices. Mr. Ghobash
was buried this morning at his
birth place of Ras Al-Khaimah,
140 miles northeast of Abu Dhabi.
Meanwhile troops guarded all points
of departure frem Abu Dhabi
island, allowing only a trickle of
people to go through after proof
of urgent need to travel. Instruc-
tions were issued that Palestinians,
Syrians and Lebanese would not
be allowed to leave, but Abu Dhabi
airport continued operations. A
Palestinian commando leader
Khaled Al-Hassan condemned the
murder of Mr. Ghobash, the Emi-
rates News Agency (WAM) said.
Mr. Hassan who arrived here at
the head of a Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO)  delegation
said he would inform UAE Presi-
dent Sheikh Zaid Bin Sultan that
the PLO leadership deplored such
crimes. The killing of Mr. Ghobash
is in complete contradiction with
the Palestine revolution’s principles.
Mr. Hassan said, according to the
agency. UAE authorities have so
far maintained silence about the
killer’s identity. A Kuwait news-
paper, quoting informed sources
here, said the assassin was Saleh
Mohammed Khaled a Palestinian
born in exile in Baghdad who en-
tered Abu Dhabi five months ago
carrying Iraqi travel documents.”

From the comment in the Kuwait
paper it would seem that Iraq i5 sus-
pect. But there iz every likelihood
that the assazzin was hired as an
agent provocateur to compromise the
PLO and cls0 to sow seeds of disunit
among Arab countries. With PL
representation at the Geneva Con-
ference in the balance, such provo-
cation will help those who do not
want the PLO at the Conference.

{N {RAN the Shahanshah’s birth-
day was celebrated on October
26: “lran’s national income,” sta-
tes a report in the Teheran paper
Kayhan in its weekly interpational
edition, ‘‘rose from a mere 13,000
million rials at the beginning of
the Shahanshah's reign in
to 5,500,000 million rials today, a
423-fold increase in the 36 years
of the Shahanshah’s reign. Releas-
ing these figures recently the
Ministry of Economic and Finance
also said per capita investment,
which stood at § 27.50 in 1941,
has now risen to around § 600.
The ministry released the figures
to mark the 36th anniversary of
the Shahanshah's ascent to the
throne. The upward trend in these
figures has not been steady since
194]. There were brief periods
during which there was virtually
no progress. The turping point
was 1963—the year the Shahand-
People’s Revolution was launched.
The Revolution brought about fun-
damental changes in Iranian society
and provided a sense of purpose
for economic development, in social
relationship and in methods of pro-
duction. The gross national product
(GNP) registered 14 fold growth
during the Revolutionary period
since 1963. The figures show that
in this time the GNP rose from
340 billiop rials to 4,686 billion
rials this year. The GNP growth
rate 5.6 per cent at constant prices
in 1963—rose to 9.4 per cent in
1973 and to 13.8 per cent in 1976.
Per capita income during this
period rose 10 fold from § 190
to § 2,000 in 1976 and to § 2,200
at present. Of particular signi-
ficance is the fact that the rapid
grown in GNP came about through
an increase in national savings
and investment which reflects a
sound economic foundation. The
ratio of national savings to GNP
which was 15.5 per cent in 1963
rose to 37.4 per cent in 1976. The
ratio of ipvestment to GNP also
rose from 13.9 per cent in 1963
to 31.6 per cent in 1976."

“Furthermore, the growth in
the industrial sector has risen
from 9.5 per cent in the first year
of the Revolution to 21 per cent
now. During this period the public
sector’s fixed investments also in-
creased significantly. Public sector
investment in agriculture, water,
power, industries, mines, trans-
port and communications increased
four fold between 1963 and 1976.
Investment in education, health,
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In The Gulf

urbap affairs and housing rose
five-fold. Total public sector pay-
ments on development projects
rose from 132 billion rials in 1963
to 632 billion rials in 1976. The
suryey shows that Government in-
come rose from 102 billion rials
in 1963 to 1,744 billion rials in
1976. This tremendous increase

" was mainly due to lIran’s success

in restoring national sovereignty.
As a result Iran's income from oil
and gas, which was 61.8 billion
rials in 1908, rose to 1,329.1 billion
rials in. 1976. At the same time
there was an appreciable increase
in tax revenues as well—from 52.6
billion rials in 1968 to 330 billien
rials in 1976. The survey also indi-
cates that total imports rose from
791 million rials in 1941 to 41.9
billion rials in 1963 and to 903
billion rials in 1976, During this
period there was a fundamental
change in lran’s foreign economic

CANADA DOES IT

HOW

TWO CULTURES ONE
NATION

Ottawa,

Queen Elizabeth yesterday

met Quebec separatist leader
Rene Levesque and then gave a
natiopally - televised address
stressing Canada's achieve-
ments as a single nation, saying
they were a lesson to man-
kind. The speech believed to
have been drafted by the Gov-
erpment of Prime Minister Pierre
Trudeau who rejects the in-
dependence aim of Mr. Leves-
que’s provincial government,
made no direct reference to
the separatist squabble.  But
a recurrent theme of the pre-
pared address, was the ability
of Canadians from different cul-
| tural backgrounds to work to-
gether successfully.

Speaking partly in French
and partly in English she de-
clared: All through the years,
this has been the story of
Canada’'s development: Joint
efforts by French and English-
speaking Canadians to build to-
| gether a better life for both. The
Queen, here on a six-day visit
to mark her 25 years on the
British Throne, said the fact
that Canada had two basic
traditions, one French and one
English, was one of the countr'ys
basic assets.

—Ceylon Daily News, 18/10/1977
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India

relations.  Today Iran has joint
economic commissions with 43
countries.”

The state of human rights in [ran,
however is something that has received
critical attention from Amnesty In-
ternational.

It is unfortunate that Sri Lanka
has not paid adequate attention
to the Gulf States and other Arab

States in West Asia. They are
the most important potential
trading partners for this island.

Countries in South-ease Asia pro-
duce nearly everything Sri Lanka
does. But in the Gulf and Arab
states there is an unlimited market
not only for our agricultural pro-
duce (fruits, vegetables, eggs, meat,
etc., etc.) but aiso our light manu-
facturing industries producing con-
sumer goods. Trained manpower
too will have ample scope for em-
ployment fgr a long time. And the
Gulf and Arab States have the
money to pay for what they buy,
besides selling us the oil we
must import.

In these circumstances, it is
necessary to know what is hap-
penning in these countries.

* # *

FROM THE FOREIGN PRESS

India, lraq, Saudi
Arabia, lran, China, Fiji

INSANITY_ FAIR

New Delhi, October 15,

Between Charan Singh  and
Indira Gandhi, the politics of this
country is being fast reduced to a
third-class burlesque with chorus
girls and clowns galore. Political
decorum was long given the go-by
by Indira Gandhi’s fearsome autho-
ritarian Raj, and now a new tribe
that infests the Janata jungle seems
to be hell bent on reducing it to
the grotesque. The sordid happen-
ings of the last few weeks is a mat-
ter of shame and of anger as well.
Certainly this country deserves
better leaders than these upscru-
pulous ones.

Indira Gandhi for sometime past
has emerged as the only Congress
leader engaged in active, public
campaigning. Others with Jess
unclean Emergency record have
chosen to stay at Home, either
. lacking the guts to face an uphill
prospect after the electoral de-

bacle, or lapsing back -into their
chronic addiction to intrigue and
manipulation. The result has been
that she has tried desperately to
cash in on the shortcomings of
the Japata Government—from its
dismal failure to check alarming
rise in prices and in scarcity of es-
sential commodities, toits growing
alienation from forward-looking
elements by such obscurantist
moves as down-grading science re-
search and talking of a rolling Plan.

All this has been good meat
for Indira Gandhi’s propaganda in
which she has been shedding copious
tears for the hapless Harijans, as
if they were in idyllic bliss under
her own Raj. Slowly, and some-
times not so slowly, she has been
injectlng into her propaganda that
her own Emergency was not so
bad after all, and a dose of repres-
sion is to be preferred to the lanata
laissez-faire,

Mass activity on Indira Gandhi's
part was stepped up when loud
whispers began to be heard about
the desirability of a national coali-
tion minus her. While no authen-
tic corroboration could be had
that this move has had the bless-
ing of JP, the impression was gain-
ing ground that in the face of moup-
ting difficulties the more percep-
tive within the Janata conglomerate
were working for copsensus ins-
tead of confrontation Politics; and
in this consepsus, neither the RSS
with its refusal to dissolve itself
nor Indira Gandhi with her refusal
to discard her caucus, could be
taken. There are quite a few Con-
gress Barkis who have long been
willing for such a consensus move.

Faced with such a prospect of
being leit out in the cold, Indira
Gandhi has mounted her coupter-
offensive. Her hectic tours, meeting
the crowds, giving well-timed dar-
shans, all the gimmicks thate she
has specialised over the years, the
gimmicks that come out best when-
ever she is obsessed with a sepse
of insecurity, are meant to ipsure
her against being ignored in the
leadership tussle of the Congress,
and then eventually of natiopal
politics, as the possibility of the
Janata consolidating itself gets dim-
mer every week,

If Indira Gandhi's bid to return
to limelight is born out of des-
peration, Charan Singh's stunts are
no less so. Despite all the image-
building as the strong-man in the
Japata Government, Charan Singh's
sense of insecurity could be dis-
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cerned very soon after the Japata
Party came to power. The elec-
tion-symbol episode brought out
isolation inside the lapata leader-

ship, and it was this realisation
which led him to strike a deal
with the lJapna Sangh for the

State Assembly elections and the
subsequent formation of the Janata

ministries in the States, However,
Charan Singh's worries mounted
as New Delhi gossips talked more
and more of an imminert Cabinet
reshuffle: would he be able to
retain his Home portfolio with
critics within his party gathering
in strength?

It was Charapn Singh's idea of a
counter-offensive that led him to
clamour more. and more stridently
for the arrest apd imprisonment
of Indira Gandhi, He calculated
that this would make him a natio-
nal hero, having put behind bars
the arch-villain of Emergency. He
twice tried to get his Cabinet
colleagues to agree to it, but he
was vetoed by Morarji Desai, who in
the last round is reported to have
agreed to it, thinking perhaps that
if the gamble did not pay off, it
would be Charan Singh's funeral
and not his own-such being the
level of camaraderie within the
Janata high command.

The cavalier manner in which
the whole operation was conducted
—from the serving of the warrant
to the CBl perfomance before
the Magistrate and to the filing
of the appeal in the High Court—
was a godsend for Indira Gapdhi.
One would be tempted to suspect
that her loyal boys in different
nooks and corners of the CBI and
the police—and a good npumber
of them are still very much there
in different Ministries—might have
pulled it off as a political highjack
for Indira Gandhi.  Throughout
she made a big melodrama out of
it all, using all her histrionics, some-
times mixed with hysterics. What
could have been a tragedy for her
in the first week of April was
sought to be made into a tamasha
in the first week of October. How
the scepario has changed in six
months!

If it has been a windfall for Indira

Gapdhi, it is the biggest fiasco
for Charan Singh, blowing sky
high the myth about his great

competence: the point of his seve-
rest isolation so far in his career
at the Centre. But this realisation
need not chasten him, he may try
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to cover up this loss of face by
some other adventurism, though
his. colleagues do not seem to
entertain such fears. At the same
time, there is little talk of his being
divested of the Home portfolio,
largely because the group-align-
ments are delicately balanced at
the Japata top; and presumably
also because of the lurkipg fear
that apybody left out of the Janata
might turn out to be a fresh asset
for Indira Gandhi, such being the
norms of political morality in this
country today. A significant by-
product of the entire episode is
that the Japa Sangh leaders more
particularly the RSS, have come
out crticising Charap Singh.

Link Between Low
Wind Over Kenya and
Indian Monsoon

Washington,

It may be possible to predict
the intensity and timing of the
heavy seasopal rains over India
by monitoring low-level winds
over Kenya, according to scien-
tists. The National Science
Foundation said yesterday pre-
limlna? results from research
it funded indicate the monsoon
surges over Western India may
be related to wind fluctuation
over East Africa, Being able to
predict these rain storms would
be important to India and the
East African countries whose
agricultural economies are close-
lr! tied to monsoon activity, the

oundation said.

Dr. lohn Hart, Associate Pro-
fessor of Astro-Geophysics at
the University of Colorado, who
headed the project said the
results are based upon analy-
| sing past wind and rain data
and monitoring wind flow last
summer. ‘‘We do not have an
operational forecasting system
yet, but there is definitely a po-
tential for ope,”” Dr. Hart sald
in a telephone interview. Dr.
Hart said data indicate humid
air originating over the Sou-
thern Indian Ocean crosses the
Equator in an intense stream
that builds up speed and flows
along the eastern slopes of the
Kenyan highlands up to Somalia.

At this point, the flow turns
sharply northeast towards the
Indian subcontinent, bringing
molsture that later turps to rain.

Politics does not miove along
straight lines of black and white.
Indira Gandhis re-emergence is
accompanied by the fact this time
she has unabashedly brought out
into the open her entire rogues’
gallery of the Emergency days—
no room for mistaking now about
Dhawan and Yashpal Kapoor bezirg
her <closest confidants, Dhiren
Brahmachari being her soothsayer
and Ruksana Sultana her trusted
lady in attendance. And with tnem
all, Sanjay Gandhi is trying to lord
it over,

With the entire Mafia having
surfaced, it is bizarre to find well-

meaning Congressmen  getting
excited about Indira Gandhi’s
arrest. Some of the so-called pro-

gressives have had no qualms of
parking at her place, while others
who should have known better—
like the Youth Congress leaders
of West Bengal who had in the
past had to bear Spajay’s brunt—
sufdenly courted arrest as If they
were on a holy crusade for their
martyred St. Joan. And in bet-
ween, the crooks are trying to
worm their way up as part of a
political investment in future.

Such is the politics of toy sol-
diers and paper tigers in this coun-
try today. It is indeed the politics
of decep*ion for the masses. Every
week will bring out fresh contra-
dictions in both the Japata and
the Congress camps. Indira Gandhi's
heroics will not unify the Congress,
while the squabbles within the
Janata will not be solved by Morarji
Desai gulping down tumblers of
his own fresh urine, a therapy
he has so earpestly publicised in
London Spectator last week.

The Insanity Fair of Indian poli-
tics cannot go on for long.

—Niki! Chakravarthy

Mainstream

#

The Thirty-second joint annual session
of the Internation of Monetary Fund
and the World Bank was recently
opened in New York. The Iraqi dele-
gation to the session was headed by
the Finance Minister, Dr. Fawzi
Abdullah, in addition te Dr. Fakhri,
Qoddouri, Governor of the Central
Bank.

The session agenda includes a
discussion of the present world
economic affairs, and the ways for
deallng with the stagnation and
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“carries

Iraq And IMF

inflation suffered by the industrial
countries, and also the questions
connected with the growing size
of money inflows of the develop-
ing countries, The lragi delegation
a special working paper
which reflects Irag’s viewpoint.
Moreover, the Arab delegations
will hold special meetings of their
own with the aim of co-ordinating
the Argb stands vis-a-vis the ques-
tions under discussion, on the
basis of the working paper pre-
pared by the Council of Arab Eco-
nomic Unity, and which includes
a number of proposals for solving
the interpational financial prob-
lems. In fact, the agenda of the
present session is almost the same
as that of the past year, which had
failed to achieve any trangible re-
sults, although the developing coun-
tries had shown more unity and
tenacity in defending their rights.

During the present session, the
developing countries will naturally
demonstrate still greater vigour
in following up and defending their
aggravating financial and economic
problems, due to the continued
policies of the present world mone-
tary system in serving basically
the interests of the VWestern in-
dustrial countries at the expense of
the developing ones. This bias
has been chiefly displayed in the
shrinking size of credits and mopey
inflows to these countries, while
the industrial countries’ share of
the IMF credits has been redoub-
led. For instance, Britain has re-
ceived 4000 million dollars during
the first half of this year, and Italy
received 350 million dollars during
the same period. As for the deve-
loping countries, the IMF has taken
a decision on reducing their share
of credits, as result of the growing
deficit in balances of payments of
their majority.

In other words, the IMF has
continued with the same discri-
minatory policy which ‘it has fol-
lowed during the past three de-
cades, by supporting the deve-
loped capitalist countries and help-
ing them to solve their economic
problems, while ignoring the prob-
lems of the developing countries
which are in greater need for
credits, In view of their growing
deficits and debts to the Western
countries and multinational com-
panies, and which have already
reached 200 billlon dollars. It is
to be recalled that a few months
ago the IMF had set up a special
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Saudi, China, Fiji

fund for offering credits to coun~
tries suffering from deficits in their
balance of payments. However,
the greater part of these credits
will go to a few developed Wes-
tern countries, while the rest will
be divided among dozens of deve-
loping countries.

It should be mentioned that
Irag and a number of oil-producing
countries, which are carrying out
large’ development programmes,
have refused to participate in the
IMF, and have called ® alotting the
greater share of aid and credits
to the developing countries rather
than the developed ones. As for
the World Bapk, it has followed
the same policy as that of the IMF.
It has been offering generous credits
and facilities to those countries
which enjoy Western especially
US, approval. As for the countries
which folow apn independent line
and are opposed to imperialist
policies, the World Bapk is very
niggardly to them and takes an
obstructive attitude to their deve-
lopment projects. Such has been,
the case with Iraq for instance,
who signed an agreement with the
World Bank for building a silo
project to the value of 40 million
dinars. The bank failed to carry
out its commitments, thus compel-
ling Iraq to cancel the agreement.
Thus, it is obvious that one of the
basic causes for the aggravating
financial and economic problems
of the developing countries is
the continuation of the pre-
sent interpational monetary sys-
tem, which has been structured
in such a way as to perpetuate
imperialist dominance over the de-
veloping countries. Hence, the
major task of the developing coun-
tries is to intensify their struggle
for a new world monetary order
which would meet their basic in-
terests, especially their equality
with the industrial countries in
Special Drawing . Rights apnd the
running of international finan-
cia] institutions, which would help
to bring greater money inflows to
the developing countries, in the
form of credits and lopgrange aid.

— Bagdad Observer

Washington,

The US President, Mr. limmy
Carter, has added a ninth nation
~Saudl Arabla—to his |l-day for-
eign trip next month, an Admi-
nistration official sald. The addl-
tion will enable the President to

13

meet Crown Prince Fahd Ibn Abdul
Aziz and discuss the preparations
for reconvening the Gepeva con-
ference on peace in West Asia

Mr. Carter's Air Force One jet
will be refuelled during the stop
in Jeddah, on his way from Lagos
to New Delhi. The President will
fly on to New Delhi the same day.
5o the stopover would not add
another day to his jourpey.

Qther stops on Mr. Carter’s
trip are Venezuela, Brazil, lrapn,
France, Poland and Belgium. He
leaves on MNovember 22,

Tokyo, Sept. 27,

Former chief of the US lizison
mission in Peking George Bush
said today after a meeting with
Chinese Vice-Premier Teng Hsiac-
ping they had “minimal discus-
sion” on the subject of Sino-US
normalisation. ‘| have no reason
to feel there is any flexibility in
China’s position’, Mr. Bush told
the Associated Press in a tele-
phone interview from Peking. Asked
what his own position on normali-
sation was, following the meeting
Mr. Bush said, I will have to think
about that after | digest the infor-
mation | got today. There was a
reiteration of thelr position. My
view is to think very carefully be-
fore giving my personal opinion.
| don't want to do anything to
jeopardise the chances of getting
improved relations.”

Though his interview with Teng
lasted nearly an hour and a half,
he said he was upable to give any
further comment because of the
Chinese groupnd rules, He des-
cribed the conference as ‘‘very
cordial, some of it reminiscent’,
but added that “generally speaking
nothing new came out of it com-
pared to what happened since the
comments he made of Mr. Vapce.”
Mr, Teng told a delegation of As-
sociated Press executives and pub-
lishers last moth that Secretary of
State Cyrus Vance's earlier visit
to Peking had set back progress
toward full Sipo-US recognition.
He said former President Gerald
Ford had promised during his 1975
visit he would sever ties with Tai-
wan and recognise Peking if he
were re-elected. Mr. Bush arrived
in China on Sunday as a guest of
the Chinese People’'s Institute of
Forelgn Affairs. Another American
guest of the Institute this week
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will be former Secretary of State
William Rogers, who last visited
Peking in 1972 when President
Nixon made his first visit there,

—APF,

&
Suva, Sept. 25,

Prime Minister Rau Sir Kamisese
Mara's Alliance Party swept to a
landslide victory today in Fiji's
general election, ending six months
of political and racial turmoil among
the 550,000 iphabitants of this
south Pacific nation. For the 57-
year old Fijian leader, whose gover-
ning alliance sustained heavy [os-
ses in a deadlocked national poll
earlier this year and had since
ruled as a minority caretaker ad-
ministration, the result was a vindi-
cation of his determination to pre-
serve his country’s multi-racial
society. When the final results
of the eight-day poll were dec-
lared, the Alliance Party had won
36 of the 52 seats in the House
of Representatives—an  over-all
majority of 20 and the biggest
margin of support it has enjoyed
since Fiji gained independence from
Britain seven years ago.

The Indian-dominated National
Federation Party (NFP) suffered
a crushing defeat today. In the
election, it had 26 parliamentary
seats to the alliance’s two in the
last election six months ago, but
was unable to form a Government
because it lacked a majority. A

Mao learnt English at 60

The late Chairman Mao Tse-
tung began to learn Epglisk at
the age of 60, the Peking ‘Peo-
ple’s Daily’ reports. Mr. Mao
ruled Chipa from the commu-
nist takeover in 1949 until his
death on 9 September, last
year in Peking at the age of 83.
The Chinese Communist Party
newspaper said Mr. Mao worked
and studied very hard despite
his advanced age. Obseryers
recall that one of the few
foreigners who heard the late
Chairman speaking a few words
of English was former US Sec-
retary of State Henry Kissinger
who met Mr. Mao several times
during his China trips.

| —AFP.
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bitter leadership split in the NFP,
which draws its main support
from the Indian Communists com-
prising just over half of the popu-
lation, ensured victory for the
multi-racial alliance. The divided
NFP entered two rival lists of can-
didates. One faction, led by Mr.
Jai Ram Reddy, won 12 seats. The
other faction, which was led by
party’s former leader Siddiq Koya,
held a bare three seats. Mr. Reddy
defeated Mr. Koyain a direct clash
for the Indian communal seat at
Lautoka, Fiji's second biggest port,
and appeared set to become for
new leader of the pariiamentary
Opposition.

—Reuter
PR
INTRODUCING
Quidnuncs

Not many people are familiar
with the word QUID NUNC. The
Shorter Oxford Dictionary defines
Quidnunc as ‘‘one who is constantly
asking ‘what now?’, ‘what is the
news?' hence an inquisitive person,
a gossip.’’

The word comes from the Latin,
Quid (what) Nunc  (now)—What
nowl!— and is defined in Websters
dictionary as ‘‘one who seeks to
know all the latest gossip.'" One
does not need to be a cynic to say
that our own era is the Quidnuncs’'
Golden Age.

A well-known nineteenth cen-
tury jourpalist, E.L. Bodkin, said:
“As soon as in the progress of
civilisation as man left the tent,
or wigwam, or ‘tribal dwelling,
and retreated into private houses,
a Gesire on the part of his neigh-
bours to know what was going
on in the private houses sprung
up rapidly and has flourished ever
since the world over.” As an editor,
writing in 1890, Bodkin was con-
cerned with the threat to privacy
that he perceived in the appea-
rance of “‘a particular class of news-
papers (that) has converted curio-
sity into what economists call a
marketable commodity.”

Gossip is a marketable commo-
dity in Sri Lanka as it is in every
other country where newspapers
are published. Gossip is permissi-
ble to the point that Common
Law is not violated. But the Com-
mon Law does not ensure the right
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to privacy completely. The law for
instance, cannot prevent, character
assassination by gossip and in-
nuendo. The common law has
many loopholes which all Quidnuncs
utilise.

But gossip also has its uses so
far as public interest is concerned.
As there is usually no smoke with-
out fire, gossip often opens the
path for exposures, debate and in-
vestigations. Gossip has on many
occasions been the starting point
for major socio-political upheavals.

In the QUIDNUNCS column
which will hereafter appear in the
Tribune, from time to time, gossip
which is, in our view, based on a
substratum of truth will be aired
and made a marketable commodity.
There may be comebacks, but gos-
sip is gossip.

Sri Lanka has a legion of Quid-
nuncs, in fact, several generations
of them, and Tribune is now in-
undated with the outpourings of
Quidnuncs from every walk of life.
But Tribune will use only an in-
finitesmal fraction of the gossip
that comes in. Tribune will separate,
as far as possible, the chaff from
the wheat, but this will not be
easy. There will be no malice.
The yardstick will be publicinterest.

@
WHY!?

“WHY has the
contradicted the

Government not
story going the
rounds that the CWE is Rs. 50
million short on the sale of cor-
riander through the Co-ops in the
not-so-distant past? If it is not
contradicted, the man in the street
will take it to be true that Rs. 50
million has gone down the drain—
on the corriander account. Rupees
Fifty million seems big and un-
believable, but Quidnuncs say the
amount is correct. The Treasury,
it is said, has no money to reim-
burse the CWE. Or, it probably
does not want to!

“WHY has the Chairman of Con-
sulexpo been out for many weeks!
Why has the Produce Manager
also gone out for so long? People
wonder how the work of buying
and (selling) goes on in CONSUL-
EXPO. Cinnamon has been bought
in large quantities, Who went to
the Colombo auctions to buy teal
Quidnuncs say that, at least, at ten
auctions, lesser (inexperienced)
mortals have represented Consul-
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Gossip

expo at the Auctions. Questions
are being asked as to whether
there is proper supervision and
proper accounting. VVho is making
appointments, if any; and promo-
tiops, if any?

“WHY is it that a small group
of bureaucrats (many of whom have
discarded the Blue or Red for
Green only recently) are allowed to
manipulate appointments to all
important posts and arrange trips
to foreign capitals?  Bureaucrats
had necessarily to go to Peking
with the Minister to exchange
rubber for rice. But can’t the tex-
tile garments quotas in the EEC
be fixed up without another set of
bureaucrats making a trip to Brus-
sels? And, with so many bureaucrats
making mini-global trips, problems
have arisen as to who should be
“acting’”. The ‘acting’’ problem
has been complicated because of
the Dharmista rule that no pefson
shall hold two jobs even temporari.
ly. Is that why a Nephew Bureau-
crat has been leap-frogged to fill
a top post. Quidnuncs say that
Nephew Bureaucrat was brought
in to qualify him for promotion
over other deserving cases.

“WHY have the big shots of the
UNP and Dharmista not
woken up to this situation where
a gaggle of Green Brains are well
on the way to becoming a new
invisible Mafia manipulating all the
top jobs in the Administration es-
pecially jobs which entail possi- -
bilities of world wide travel under
various excuses? Quidnuncs say that
unless the PM (and the new Presi-
dent) takes the hide off these schem-
ing and intriguing bureaucrtas—it
will be the same old story (and
everybody knows what story)!

.

NEXT WEEK

ECONOMIC
—On Planning

A HOMILY
—The Message Of The Master

POINT OF VIEW
—Rev. Fr, Tissa Balasuriya And Eelam
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Oct. 18 — Oct. 23

DIARY OF EVENTS IN SRI LANKA AND THE WORLD
COMPILED FROM DAILY NEWSPAPERS
PUBLISHED IN CGLOMBO.

CDN—Ceylon Daily News; CDM—Ceylon Daily Mirror;
CO—Ceylon Observer; §T—Sunday Times; DM—Dina-
VK—Virakesari; ATH-—Aththa;

mina; LD—Lankadipa;
SM—Silumina; SLD—Sri Lankadipa; JD—lanadipa;
DP—Dinapathi; SU—Sun; DW—Dawasa; CM—Chintha-

EN—Eelanadu;

mani; WK—Weekend;  RR—Rivirasa;
Release

[DPR—Ipformation Department Press

TUESDAY, OCTOBER I8: The goverdment has
warked out a bluprint for a national insurance scheme
to grant monthly financial payments to the estimated
2 million unemployed in the country; the scheme,
according t& a high official source, will be geperally
on the same lines as in Britain where a monthly dole
is paid to unemployed persons. The PM expressed his
government's anxiety to have close and very friendly
ties with all Arab and Muslim countries in the world
when an Arab delegation met him yesterday. According
to the SP Traffic, the existing motor traffic Act needs
complete reyision if the mounting rate of road acci-
dents in the country is to be curbed, The Criminal
Justice Commission Laws pertaining to the April 1971
insurgency and foreign exchange frauds epacted by
the previous government will be amended before the
end of this year according to the Minister of Justice,
The Mipister of Public Administration will laupch
a revolution in rural development and create an entirely
new movement beginning at the traditional village.
The popular pop singer C. T. Fernando died yesterday
at the General Hospital. It has been discovered in the
Air Ceylon probe that foreign Air lines, owe Air Ceylon
| million US-dollars and there is no likelihood of it be-
ing recovered—CDN, The government is examining the
feasibility of liberalising exchange control regulations
relating to imports and exports. The Free Trade Zone
and the Export Processing Zone would extend over
an area of 200 square miles and go into operation in
another six months according to the Minister of Indus-
tries and Scientific Affairs. A ship that had brought
2,500 tons of rice for Sri Lanka sprung a leak while being
berthed at the Colombo Port resulting in a large quantity
of the rice being damaged by sea water. Incessant rains
experienced in Colombo and the suburbs during the past
few days flooded many roads and low lying areas; accor-
ding to the Observatory, Colombo recorded the highest
with 4.2 inches. Sri Lanka's debt burden would be
reduced significantly after decisions taken by Canada
and Sweden to write off lcans given by them to eight
developing countries including Sri Lanka—CDM. The
government would not as a matter of policy take over
any more ventures upder the Business Aquisition Act,
the Minister of Industries and Scientific Affairs told a
meeting of industrialists yesterday. The government
has decided to revoke the Land Betterment Tax Law.
The steps that the government is taking to import
subsidiary foodecrops like chillies and onions have
come under strong cirticism by MP’s in the North and
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members of agricultural councils and farmers. The lea-
der of the CP, Mr. Pieter Keuneman has said that there
should be no discrimination between the Tamil and
Sinhalese students of the University; he was criticising
the opening of a seperate campus for the Sinhala students
of the Jaffna Campus and other relataed matters—VK.
The second MP for Pottuvil (TULF) Mr. M. Kanagarat-
nam attended the function afforded by the public
to the Samapthurai MP, Mr. Abdul Majeed despite the
directive given by the leader of the TULF that members
of the party should not attend any such function held
to fete Ministers, deputy Ministers etc; he evep spoke
at the meeting and expressed a wish to join them—DP,
The Finance Minister who returned to the island after
a successful trip abroad said that he had been successful
wherever he went and that the whole world had accepted
the government of Mr. J. R. Jayawardene as a stable ope,
comprising able workers. Record raipfall figures have
been recorded by the Department of Metereology in
the past 36 hours; 13" were recorded in the Katunayake
area and 9" in Colombo—CO. A loan agreemept for a
sum of 3.5 million US dollars between the OPEC Special
Fund and Sri Lanka was signed on October &—I/DPR.

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 19: The level of aid
Sri Lanka would receive from all international aid giving
organisations and from friendly countries would be
on a much higher level than ever before said the Fi-
na,ice Minister on his returp to the island. The Develop-
ment Finance Corporation has set up a special cell to
assist industrialists especially with foreign currency
for the import of machinery to set up pew upits and
to expand or moderpise existing ones, The Inland
Revenue Department has collected Rs. 1275 mijlion
for the nine months ended September 30 this year. The
Minister of Public Administration and Home Affairs
yesterday decided to limit the period of service of any
GA in a district to four years, The Minister of Informa-
tion and Broadcasting said yesterday that the use of
media is of prime importance to tell the truth, and lies
and half truths cannot be permitted. Some public offi-
cials are defying the government ban on State and Cor-
peration officials attepding public functions such as
cockeail parties—CDN. From yesterday Army and Navy
personnel were guarding the wreck of the Greek Cargo
boat off the Galle coast; this follows the arrest of 46
persons alleged to have been looting. The PM had
ordered that there should be no political interference
in the Police Service and that all complaints from MP’s
will be handled personally by the deputy minister of
defence. The"Minister of Transport has already initiated
action to provide relief to CTB employees victimised
for political reasons by the previous government—CDM,
Joseph Karl Ulrich, the Swiss national arrested by the
CID in connection with the theft of three million Swiss
franes from the Zurich Post Office will be extradicted
to Switzerland today. There is an imminent dapger
of a minor flood in the low lying areas of Colombo as a
result of the Kelani Ganga rising. There will be security
patrols covering all bapnks in the Jaffna district from
today. Gram dhall, which has been off the ration for
the past three years, will be distributed through co-ops
from the beginning of next mopth—SU. Trincomalea
is to be develpped on a better scale than Colombo as a
port; with the opening of the Free Trade Zone three
ports are to be developed and since Trinco is the natural
harbour and since it can be a strategic point on the
Indian Ocean, the government has decided to make
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it the most important port—DP. A car which was
hijacked last night by four youths in Jaffna town was
found 24 hours later, abapdoned at Urumpirai.—EN.
The Mipister of Health has instructed that information
regarding the drug situation, ambulance and transport
facilities, staff and malntenance of buildings in govern-
ment hospitals be furnished to him.—I/DPR no. 5I.
2,000 new employees are to be recruited to the CGR;
applications are now being called to fill these vancancies
—DM. The People’s Bank and the Bank of Ceylon have
granted Rs. 33 million 90 lakhs as loans to farmers and
they have defaulted, so the government is having a
problem—LD. Companies, trusts and other corporate
bodies are making large scale withdrawals from their
holdings in the National Savings Bank since the new
high interest rates on fixed deposits going up to 1894 are
only payable to individuals; corporate bodies are en-
titled to 7.5 to 8%—CO.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 20: The Ceylon Fisheries
Corporation will in future act as a buying and selling
agency; it will stop its fish catching activities which
haveso far been an utter failure; last year’s total losses
according to the Chairman amounted to Rs. 73 lakhs.
A 12 member group of leading rubber industrialists
from Japan arrive tonight to make a first hand study
of the local rubber industry and explors possibilities
of joint collaboration. Around six lakks worth of goods,
some of them essential consumer items are stolen daily
from the Colombo Port the Minister of Shipping etc
revealed yesterday. The Mipister of Agr'icurture and
Lands has decided to cut through red tape and speed
ahead with the construction of urgently needed paddy
stores so that they will be ready to stock the produce
of the coming Maha season. CID intelligence reports
have revealed that even cross bars of bicyles have been
registered as guns during the previous government’s
period of amnesty for the surrender of guns; this has
Fesulted in licenses being issued for several thousand
more guns. The loss suffered by Air Ceylon since it
decided to go it alone was Rs. 31.4 million; the loss as
a result of the termination of the tie up with UTA was
Rs. 14.7 million, the Air Ceylon Commission was told
yesterday—CDN. The Minister of Food and Co-operatives
has said that he would be seeking Cabinet approval
to withdraw the low-grade rice that is now being dis-
tributed in some co-ops and to issue better quality rice.
The Minister of Local Government etc has instructed
the Colombo Municipality to make arrangements to
supply 10,000 free meals a day to nearly 3,000 flood
yictims in the city. At a meeting of the GMOA next
Sunday one of the questions that are to be discussed
is why the basic qualifications for appointments to
teaching hospitals have been changed overnight. The
Sri Lanka Independent Trade Union Federation yester-
day alleged that nearly 7,000 members of the Federation
in the CTB had been victimised by being transferred
out of their stations. The government has decided to
purchase five brand new ships and world-wide tenders
would be invited soon said the Minister of Shipping
etc. The water problem of towns south of Colombo will
be solved shortly with the completion of Stage Il of the
Kelani River Augmentation Scheme which would pro-
vide 40 million gallons of water a day—CDM. A public
and private sector consortium of leading construction
and consultant establishments is to be formed shortly
to enable these individuals to engage in contracts abroad.
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Committee meetings. The NSA is likely to sit on Satur-
days and Sundays too—SU. There has been a gale in
Vellanai, in the Jaffna district yesterday and many roofs
have been blown off; heavy rains are continuing—EN.
A revised series of English textbooks are now being
prepared for primary school children at the English
Unit of the Ministry of Education. Cement production
is almost back to normal new with the KKS, Galle and
Puttalam factories jointly stepping up their output
to 2200 tons a day—CO.

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 2I: The government will hold
a full inquiry into the activities of the Land Reform
Commission during the previous administration; all
relevant material is being gathered and the background
prepared to hold this inquiry said the Deputy Minister
of Agriculture and Lands at the NSA yetserday. The
government has decided to convert the CTB into a
public company; this propesal which was put forward
by the Minister of Transport has received government
approval. The Excise Amendment Bill was unanimously
passed in the NSA with 138 voting for it. The former
Minister of Agriculture and Lands, Mr. Hector Kobbe-
kaduwa was the first to receive ccmpensation from
the Land Reform Commission Tribunal. A group of
visitors to the NCP have informed the PM that mass
slaughter of buffaloes is taking place there and have
asked him to take pupitive action. The Tobacco Indus-
tries Corporation which functioned between 1970
and 77 incurred a total loss of Rs. 250 lakhs said the
Minister of Industries and Scientific Affairs. Four candi-
dates will be in the fray for the by-election to the
Dehiwala seat which will be held en November Il—
CDN. The CTB has requested an outright grant of 14C
million rupees from the government to purchase 840
new buses for next year, The PM yesterday tabled ths
bills to repeal the Criminal Justice Commission JAct
and the Exchange Control (amendment) bill. Freshers
of the Vidyodaya Campus of the University of Sri Lanka
began a boycott of lectures following a ministerial
directive that students of the UNP union in the campus
should also be associated with the Students Council
to welcome them—CDM. The government has decided
to make further changes in the republican constitu-
tion of Sri Lanka. The Defence Ministry has decided
to set up a Central Narcotics Intelligence Unit in
Colombo. The government has appointed a top minis-
terial team to examine the question of vesting business
establishments taken over by the previous government
under the Business Acquisition Act, back with the
original owners. Over 96,000 handloom industries and a
large number of powerloom industries which have been
idling due to the non-availability of yarn will start
production again following a new scheme devised by
the Minister of Textile Industries—SU. The Minister
of Agriculture and Lands has denied reports in certain
newspapers that he would drastically reduce the price
of chillies: he said he would fix it at a reasonable price
which will adversely affect neither the farmers nor
the consumers—DP. The General Secretary of the CP
of Sri Lanka visited Jaffna and attended a conference;
he also investigated into the rift that has arisen within
the Party in Jaffna—EN. The Minister of Transport who
left for India will hold talks with officials there regarding
the possibilities of extending the facilities for travelling
right up to North India with tickets bought in Ceylo-
nese currency—IDPR no. 63. The Minister of Fisheries

The TULF has decided not to invite its President, Mr. has decided that in view of the acute shortage of fishing
s. Thondaman for its Parllament and Executive gear, which is supposed to be one of the serious cons.
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traints hampering fish production, immediate action
will be taken to permit imports of fishing gear by the
private sector—/DPR no. é8. Since there is a shortage
of government engineers, the government has decided
to use engineers in the pirvate sector to complete the
Mahawel]i project. On a surpirse visit to the Puttalam
Cement Factory, the Minister of Industries and Scientific
Affairs discovered that 6,000 tons of cement was missing
—LD. On his recent visit to the Middle East, the Minister
of Foreign Affairs was promised jobs for 2 lakhs and
50,000 of our youths, they have also promised to give
aid after talks with officials here—DM.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22: The Bill to repeal the
CIC Act, which the PM described as ‘a sadistic and
obnoxious’ piece of legislation and the Exchange Control
Act amendment were unanimously passed in the NSA
yesterday; members of the SLFP were npot in the
chamber when the vote was taken: the TULF leader
supported the government’s contention that, it was
a draconial law and had beep ued to harass people. The
two political victimisation units currently inquiring
into 15,000 application for redress have recommended
the immdiate gancellation of over 500 teacher transfers
and re-appointment of 23 officers to the Sri Lanka Air
Force. The Finance Minister told the NSA yesterday
that he is taking action to close all liquor shops opened
at the request of MP’s of the former government. A
special commando unit is to be set up and stationed at
the Katupayake Airport to deal with the possibility
of international airlines being hijacked. Air Ceylon is
to suspend the issue of tickets for international flights
rom December | as the PM has asked the manage-
fment to do so until the affairs of the national carrier
are put into order—CDM. The government would soon
appoint 2 commission to probe violation of procedures
and excesses by the previous government and other
inhuman acts, the PM announced in the NSA yesterday.
All ministers, deputy ministers and members of the
NSA including the PM should declare their assets to
the President of Sri Lanka, according to a recent deci-
sion of the government. Directives have been issued
by the GA and the Special Commissioner, Nuwara
Eliya for the withdrawal of land allocations made arbit-
rarily during the last regime. Acting on the orders of
the Deputy Minister of Defence, and the IGP, the SP
Jaffpa is making arrangements to open up a techpical
branch of the police in Jaffna—SU. The PM said in the
NSA yesterday that he was willing to meet the Tamil
youths who are in hiding due to fear of the officials of
the last government, and have discussions with them:
he also said that the sop of the leader of the opposition
could come to Ceylon. A committee has been set up
to investigate into the actions of 5,000 police recruits
of the last government, who are supposedd to be the
cause for not maintaining law and order during the
recent disturbances in the country—VK., A gang of five

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 23: The nation’s effort to
return to self sufficiency, which was eroded by nearly
43 centuries of colonial rule, will begin on Thursday
when the PM will Jaunch the Food Drive of the Govern-
ment in Panduwasnuwara, in the heartland of the NVWP.
The government has decided to abolish the Ministry
of Planning and Economic Affairs which comes within
the purview of the PM’s portfolio. The government
has decided to bap the use of public sector and cor-
poration vehicles for transportation of party suppor-
ters for political rallies. The Insurance Corporation has
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started a new scheme whereby sports bodies are as-
sured of not losing on gates—SO. Qut of some 3500
local industries that have been registered with the
Ministry of Industries, only about 1,000 are in active
operation, according to the Minister of Industries and
Scientific Affairs, Sri Lanka's economic policies in the
recent past have been described as ‘profligate’ by the
highest official of one of the world's biggest aid agencies
according to the Minister of Finance. A Conference
of the Presidents of all the Campuses of the University
of Sri Lanka meeting in Jaffna, has said that it was proud
of the manper in which Sinhala and Tamil students
afforded each other protection during the recent dis-
turbances. Logging operations in the 25,000 acre Sigha-
raja forest reserve are to be stopped on the orders of
the Minister of Agriculture and Lands—ST, The gov-
ernment is to withdraw the rationing scheme and food
subsidies to families drawing an income of 400 Rs. per
month and above. The World Bank has agreed to release
asum of Rs. 42 million to complete project one of Phase
one of the Mahaweli Project. The Department of Social
Services es commenced paying compensation to those
who were affected by the recent disturbances; families
where there had been deaths are being paid a sum of
Rs. 3,00 . The island-wide organised wave of crime
continued wupabated despite Police vigilance with an
alarming number of gang robberies being reported
to police HQ's over the past 24 hours. The government
will release asum of Rs. 22 million to the National
Housing Department to be utilised as Housing Loans
for the six months period ending Japuary 1978, All
Ministers and MP's, Scecretaries to Ministries and other
government officials who travel by air on official pur-
poses are to be given insurance coverage in future—WK:

APOLOGIES TO WHOM?

_ Tribune has apologized to its readers for
giving a wrong number in reference to the
percentage of Tamils living outside Eelam. Tri-
bune extends the apology also to Father Bala-
suriya, who used Tribune as a source in ope
of his publications.

Why apologize to Father Balasuriya? He is a
scholar with an international reputation, and
his reference shelf has all the data available to
Tribune, and more besides. If he had checked
the figures, he would have npoticed Tribune's
error and corrected it. The fact that he simply
copied the mistake proves that he did pot do
his homework.

Father Balasuriya may well apologize to
his own readers,  but he could pot demand
an apology from anyone. Even to accept an
apology is to confess his own negligence.

| write this in a spirit of good-natured
banter, and | expect Father Balasuriya will
accept it in the same spirit.

Claude R. Daly S.J.
31, Clifford Place, g
Colombo 4.
12 October |977
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Early Jayawardene

FLASHBACK

The Idesl State

—Buddhism And Politics
by J. R. Jayawardene

THIS IS AN ARTICLE WHICH

APPEARED IN THE CEYLON
DAILY NEWS VESAK NUMBER
IN 1939.

BUDDHISM AND PoOLITICS
may seem to be terms which refer
to two distinct and different sys-
tems of human thought and acti-
vity.

it is said that the Buddha
advised members of the Buddhist
Sangha not to take part in
politics. No cone can say that
he exhorted politicians not to
study or follow Buddhism.

Today, politics enters into every
sphere of human activity, and poli-
ticians who govern the World,
mould the lives of their fellow
men. The character of these men
and the ideals they stand for, are
therefore, of the greatest import.

The Middle Path. The study
of Buddhism, as the teaching of
one of the world’s greatest thip-
kers, may profit those who take
an active part in politics. The Bud-
dha worked out his ideas to the
ultimate degree of clarity, and as
such, his teaching merits close
analysis even today.

To my mind, Buddhism does not
mean the Buddhist religion or
faith which is found in many Eas-
tern countries, and which devout
Buddhists profess to follow by
building temples, offering flowers,
worshipping trees and organizing
peraheras and pinkamas.

Buddhism is the teaching of the
Buddha, and wherever that teach-
ing is followed, Buddhism is. Some
call this teaching a philosophy,
others call it a religion, and there
are still others who refer to it as
an ordinary ethical code. Bhikkhu
Nyanatiloka calls it “an ethicophi-
losophical system.”

It is true that modern philoso-
phical and metaphysical ideas are
very much in agreement with the
Buddha’s teaching, and as a system
of ethics too, Sir S. Radhakrishnan
is of opinion that “the supremacy
of the ethical is the clue to the
teaching of the Buddha.”

_ Yet Buddhism in its true spirit
is none of these,

9=

. finition.
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Correct View. Professor Bab-
bitt, the American humanist, ex-
presses the correct view when he
calls it a Path. “In its primary
emphasis on will", he says, ‘“the
doctrine of the Buddha is not a

system in the occidental sense,
but a path. A Buddha is one
who has trodden this path and

can repeat to others what he has
found."

The Buddha made this quite
clear when he said; “There is a
middle path, O Bhikkhus, avoiding
the two extremes, discovered by
the Thathagatha—a path which opens
the eyes, and bestows understanding,
which leads to the higher wisdom,
to full enlightenment, to Nirvana.”

To take the view that Buddhism
is a Path to be followed and that
the Path leads to a certain realisable
goal, is to lay emphasis on an as-
pect of Buddhism which is forgot-
ten by those whom | have men-
tioned as being devout Budc[,hists‘

MNibbana. The goal is Nibbana
(Paliy or Nitvana, (Sanskrit).
“Nibbana, Nibbana, so they say,

friend Sariputta: what now means
Nibbana, friend?"" *'That which i3
the vanishing of greed, friend, the

vanishing of hate, the vanishing of
deluzion; that, friend, iz called Nib-
bana.”’

Thus it was said by the Buddha
himself. We need no further de-
Nibbana may also be a
state of ecstatic bliss. Onply he
who has extinguished greed, hatred
and delusion alone cap say.

“Here and Now''. The Bud"
dha not only emphasized the Path:
he emphasized the goal as attain-
able in the “here and now''. What
a difference it would make to the
Buddhists in Ceylon, if they could
only be made to understandes the
importance of “here and now.”

The theory of Karma and the
doctrine of rebirth have caused
immeasurable harm to the correct
practice of the Buddha's teaching.
Fatalism is the child of Karma and
ritual and ceremony the result
of belief in the doctrine of re-
birth. These evils face us daily in
Buddhist Lanka. “We are the
victims of our past Karma, say
the fatalists; ‘“let us build tem-
ples and organise pinkamas so that
we may gain merit in future births,"
say the reincarnationists.

These ideas show Buddhism as
expressing an entirely negative view
of this life; just as much as vy
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will be done" e'xpresses a resig-
nation foreign to Christ’s teaching.

Buddha's Life. The Buddha's
own life, and his constant advice
to his followers to put forth spiri-
tual strenuousness and to practise
this  virtue unceasingly, shew
how much he appreciated action
in this life. He wanted his disciples
to be “vigilant, strenuous and re-
solute,”" in working out a way of
life that would end in the reali-
sation of the goal, here and now.

The proper practice of Bud-
dhism therefore involves a téch-
nique of living, which, while not
worrying about Karma or re-birth,
would place upon the individual
the responsibility of perfecting the
art of living, until he has attaipned
in this life, the goal, Nibbana.
Neither God nor devil, prayer
nor bribe, can help. Man alone
is the architect of his future.

Sir Edwin Arnold pays the high-
est compliment to Buddhism when
he says, “it is the proudest asser- -
tion ever made of human freedom.”

Buddha's ldeal. We know
then the Buddha's ideal, “the vani-
shing of greed, hate and elusion;”"
and we kpow that it is attainable
here and now. Let us question
whether politicians the world over
have any other ideal worthy of
achievement?

That there is something rotten
in the word Politics we know. Lionel
Curtis writing of modern politicians
says, '‘Wars and the miseries they
bring in their train are a sure
indication that in public affairs
men have ignored the real end of
existence..The tactical steps de-
signed to prevent war should be
conceived as means, but only ope
of the means, to be followed in
the effort to attain human wel-
fare. The wider policy needed to
attain that end can only be con
ceived by men who have seep
wherein human welfare consists,
and do pot shrink from saying
what they have seen and what they
seek..In the last analysis a growth
in the disposition of men to serve
others than themsleves, a construc-
tive unselfishness is the end to be
sought.”

ldeal Citizen. There is today
a remarkable unanimity of opis
nion, an opinion which began with
the Buddha, that the ideal man,
the pure citizen, is the upattached
man, the man who is not attached
to wealth and ‘possessions, to
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power and to the object of his
desires. He serves others rather
than himself.

Such a man can have no greed,
hatred or delusion. If that is the
ideal man, then surely the ideal
state must be composed of such
men. Must not the state conform
to an ethical ideal?

Has a state no moral character!?
“The moral character of the state,”
says Professor Harold Laski, “‘must
be no different from that of any
other association;’’ and again “‘every
state lives upon the character of
its citizens."

Ideal State. The ideal state
must then be composed of ideal
men; men without greed, hatred
or ignorance. To attain this end
the politician can help. Though
no one can purify another, purity

and impurity are largely condi-
tioned by environment.
Purity in human beings will

grow in so far as the framework
in which they live is designed to
exercise and promote it. If poli-
tics is the administration of public
affairs in the interests of the fellow-
ship of men, called the state, the
state should be manned by ideal
citizens.

The rulers of the state must see
to it that there exists nothing
which will be inimical to the
accomplishment of that ideal.

Modern Environment. The
environment which the state pro-
vides today, for the building up of
the character cof its citizens, tends
not to the establishment of the
ideal but to its destruction. The
majority of states, including Cey-
lon, stand for ‘“‘the purely indus-
trial and utilitarian view of life,
the cult of power and machinery
and national comfort.”

Public education, financed by the
state, equips the young to fit into
this same environment. Even
religious organisations preach the
ideal, but practice the opposite.
In the social world, in the pro-
fessions, in commerce and in poli-
tics, we find the struggle to acquire
for self as the dominant factor.

The society that comprises the
state is a purely acquisitive society,
and the sickness of an acquisitive
society. A few men may struggle
against this environment, and even
rise above it. The larger number
have not the knowledge nor the
power even to question.

The vresult is that greed
for power and possession, and
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hatred of fellow humans, are
almost the ultimate facts of
human nature today.

Moral Goal. The politician
in power can change this frame-
work. He can.change our environ-
ment and he can control and direct
education. He can by legislation
make it impossible for citizens
to control wealth and possessions.
He can by public education teach
the ideal and mould the young
citizen to take his place in a society
which is “pot acquisitive.”

Legislation and education will
have a common purpose. The
former will seek to change man's
nature, by removing from his pre-
sent environment those condi-
tions which wrongly dominate his
riind today; the latter will educate
him to work in his new environ-
ment, by emphasizing those ele-
ment in human nature which cause
disharmony, and by teaching man
to remove them.

Politizians seeking to attain this
ideal will have before them a moral
goal; the state they seek to create
will conform to an ethical ideal,
and it will necessarily have a moral

claim to the allegiance of its
citizens.
BACKGROUND

Free Trade Zone
by R. Kahawita

the United
stated that

The manifesto of
National Party has
Industrial Development through
foreign collaborations or direct
involvement will be encouraged
and promoted by way of a Free
Trade Zone, geared to export:
(1) to increase employment, (2) to
earn foreign exchange, and, (3) ob-
viate the dependence on foreign aid.

Since the idea of a Free Trade
Zone was spelled out, there have
been several articles, studies, and
examples of similar zones publi-
cized in the daily newspapers and
periodicals. In some of these re-
ports the number of jobs that
may be available has been put
at 50,000.

A further decisive step has been
taken by nominating a Board to
study the “facts apnd figures’ and
“whereabouts and implications" of
a Free Trade Zone. This is just
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Jayawardene And Buddhism

to keep the ball rolling. It may
be several years before the zone
takes form and shape. However
much, we are keen and earpest
to set up a Trade Zone, there is a
time factor to be reconciled with.

Ever since the Party expressed
the idea of a Free Trade Zone and
job opportunities, there were
groups of youths even before the
elections, who were talking in terms
of employment in the Free Trade
Zone and were determined to
put the party into power. They
have achieved it. Now they are
waiting hopefully for jobs in the
Zone as if it were round the corner.
They are so hopeful of jobs,
they are even questioning about
the type of training and experience
they must have to be eligible for
employment in the industries to
be set up in the zone.

Very soon training schemes will
have to be planned to meet this
request. To do this the authorities
must have some idea of the type
and size of industries that can
be attaracted to the zone. Local
or foreign, with or without colla-
boration, there must be a cata-
logue of indstries that  should
be invited to establish and the
facilities to be provided by the
sponsoring or parent country, i.e.
Sri Lanka. All these are pre-requi-
sites to giving shape to the
zone. Even to assess the advap-
tages and foreign exchapge earn-
ing capacity of a Free Trade Zonpe,
we must be clear in our mind about
what and who are to be invited
to invest in the zone and by invest-
ing in our Free Trade Zone, what
are the financial advantages to
the entreppepeur as well as to
ourselves.

A foreign investor will look
only into the rupees and cents he
can earn by selling the end product
in a competitive market. It is the
entrepreneur who must make the
decision, we can only eptice him
to come to Sri Lanka by offering
the most attractive terms com-
pared to other countries who also
want to cash in on the Free Trade
Zone idea. Setting up of Free
Trade Zones or Free manufactur-
ing zones etc. has become very
competitive. There will be many
hurdles to be cleared before a
“gyest manufacturer’ will accept our

invitation to transfer his capital,
his know-how and his manage-
ment expertise.
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FTZ—Meaning

The present western Industrial
countries are rather wary today
about the socialist policies of the
most developing countries. There
are many instances where foreign
owned institutions_have been patio-
nalized overnight—in some cases
even without notice. Qur Gov-
ernments too have acted in this
manner on several occasions. To
rebuild confidence and trust in a

Government will o0¢ the most
difficult hurdle to clear. It wil]
be necessary to guarantee the

security of capital investment and
repatriation of capital in such an
eventuality.

The other factors that may in-
fluence decision making will be,
facilities offered by the sponsoring
country, in the form of infra-
structure facilities such as services,
land, p8wer, water, transport, etc.
and the cost of these to the entre.
preneur. Ip the field of labour,
its quality, variety, discipline, train-
ing background anpd adaptability
to new work sepse, apd wages
and wage structure. This last item
may be very important from the
point of view of the investor be-
cause his margin of profit will
mainly depend on cheap Jabour,
quality, and output per unit of
time. Greater the efficiency greater
the margin of profit to the investor,
This is the sort of carrot we have
to dangle before the entrepreneur
to entice him into our Free Trade
parlour. it must be a better carrot
than what other countries in the
area cap offer.

When one speaks of Free Trade
Zones, eVery one trots out the
Success story of Singapore apd
Hong Kong. These two territories,
apart from Government Policias
have geographical, historical and
physical advantages over the more
recent ones. They started as water-
ing points for the great trading
Fouts of an era gone by. Both were
-established by Britain to maiptain
their trade in the East and so they
grew into free Trade Zones and the
successive Governments, after the
Britishers quit, continued and ep-
couraged the Free Trade Zone
Principles, mainly because they had
no alterpative if their Economy
were to float. Trade and industries
provided the Government’s main
sources of revepue.

As regards Hong Kong it is stil]
a colony and the lease js running
out, What mainland China is going
to do with it remains an enigma
to business establis kments there

2|

This is why Hong Kong entrepre-
neurs are interested in other Trade
Zones in the East. All this may
come to naught if mainland China
decides to extend the [ease and
8o along with the present admi-
nistrative and economic upit. They
also benefit by it in no small
measure,

To illustrate the Prime Minis-
ter’s concept of a Free Trade Zone,
he referred to Singapore as the
model for our Free Trade zone,
while addressing the Governmeyit
Agents’ conference. He said that
out of 24,000 sq. miles of Sri Lanka
he wants to carve out 200 sq.
miles apd plant a Singapore ip
that 200 sq. miles, where forgign
investors cap set up factories,
may be capitalist countries, may
be socialist, may be communist
etc. All will be given equal facili-
ties and freedom to establish fac-
tories etc. He also said that the
siting may be north of*Colombo
as proximity to . harbour and air-
port facilities are very necessary,
He also said that time has come to
throw away the begging bowl
and generate  our own foreign
exchange so necessary to maip-
tain our economy.

Free Trade Zone is one other
avenue of earping foreign exchange,
in addition to the traditional sour.
ces of tea, rubber apd cocoput—
these have been destroyed by
the Sirimavo Government and it
may be sometime before they
can get back on to the rails, but
by then, we would have lost the
markets like the Australian tea
market. For this we have to be
thankful to the people for putting
Mrs. Bandaranaike into power in
1970 and maintaining her for sevep
years. It is over now and we have
to build on the debris—both human
and material,

So the Free Trade Zone must
earn Foreign exchange as ap alter-
native for the country. The ques-
tion may be asked how can this
be done when it is in a Zone out-”
side the fiscal policies of the coup-
try! Answer to this is, from what
the country earns from the facili-
lities provided to the entrepre-
neurs to set up their busipess
enterprises, What are they? To
answer this let us go into some
of the details of the idea of a Free
Trade Zope.

In general ap investor in the
zone is free to import the neces-
-sary machinery, equipment, etc.
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Set up a factory, import all the
faw materials etc. process them
into a finished product and export
to other parts of the world, with
the minimum of coptrols by the
host country. In this pracess what
are our earnings! They are: Harbour
or airport dues at the point of
entry, handling and transport char-
ges paid in “Foreign currency”.
Export of end product—documen-
tation exit point dues as ip the
case of imports paid ip Foreign
currency.

To produce the end product,
there may be the use of local
materials, packing materials, fuel,
power, water etc. which supplies
to be paid in Foreign currency.
The Host country will have to
provide such facilities and services

-as land, roads, power, water and

sewerage systems, buildings and in
services, security, customs, bapk-
ing. administrative seryices within
the zone, maintepnance of services
ete. all of which will be paid in
Foreign currency.

Of all these the most important
is labour of various grades who
will be paid in equivalent Foreign
currency. These are the geperal
avenues of earning foreign exchange
from the zope. To quantity the
earning potential, say the FOB
prices of an end product is 100
sterling pounds  which include
the cost of raw materials, labour,
overheads, -profits  and fina-
nancial charges to the mapu-
facturer. What we earp is labour
cost, service charges, reptals and
administrative charges which ip
many caSes may amount to as much
as 50 to 609% of the FOB price.
So far every 100 stetling pounds
value of goods exported® from
the Free Trade zope the country
will earn 50 to 60 sterling pounds
as the case may be; total income
depending on the volume of pro-
duction.

It may not be very €asy to ac-
quire 200 sq. miles close to Colombo
Harbour and Airport—It is 128,000
acres much greater than the area
of Colombo and its environments,
Ifit is a smaller area around 200 Acs.
it is not difficult to locate this
extent: Colombo North in Mat.
takkuliya area, Ekala adjoining the
Industrial area, or further north
along Baseline Road, closer to the
Airport, or moving south to Rat-
malana area, all are potential areas
to site a free trade zone, But from
a national point of view, there will
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be problems of pollution, conges
tion, pressure on water resources
and security problems. These will
arise because of the fact only 2
small area will be included in the
Free Zone, whereas in Honglong
and Singapore the whole territory
is a Free Zone, in fact a Free Trade
country.

If the ambition is to carve out
200 sq. miles, the obvious location
is Trincomalee. lt has all the ad-
vantages of another Hong Kong.
Excellent harbour facilities, very
good water frontage, abundant
land, most of which is owned by
the State, abundant water for do-
mestic and industrial use, environ-
ment control is no problem, air
strip in operation, lends itself to
security measures and is open to
eastern sea routes. Very few places
can offer these advantages.

If it is Trincomalee some heavy
primary industries may be attrac-
ted to it. lron ore smelting—ore
from Madras, coal from Calcutta.
Japanese may set up 2 upit as they
are the largest importers of iron
ore from India. With smelting
furpaces at Trincomalee they can
import pig iron and save on handl-
ing and bulk freight, also supply
those countries which buy pig
iron from Japan. A petro-chemical
industry depending on the crude
oil of Borneo and Burma, process-
ing of raw wool from Australia
and New Zealand and export wool-
len cloth and garments to the
West. A British motor vehicle
assembly plant to compete with
Japan in the middle and eastern
markets, small industries like do-
mestic appliances, fractional elec-
tric motors, electric motors, refrige-
ration and air conditioning equip-
ment, irrigation equipment for
agriculture, building hardware, all
of which have become far too ex-
pensive to the developing coun-
tries.

Such items used to be manu-
factured in the western countries
when labour and cost of living
were low, and exported to the
colonies and developing countries.
With galloping inflation everywhere
and high cost of labout and living
in these industrial countries, such
items are beyond the reach of the
developing countries. | imagine
a simple Garden Hoe selling at
4 sterling pounds in England when
the same item could be hand made
for Rs. 12/- and cheaper if mass
produced. This gives the range

of items that may be produced
in the Free Trade zone even for
the home market of an entrepre-
neur. In other words shifting the
venue of mapufacture from the
‘“Home’” to an outside area where
the items can be manufactured
cheaper for the Home market.
Employment problems at Horme
will adjust itself by a reclassification
of industries at Home. This is the
advantage of free enterprise com-
pared to controlled enterprise.

These are random items mainly
meant to illustrate the scope of
industries that may be attracted
and accordingly to indicate the
scope of a Free Trade zone which
description incidentally does npot
cover the full picture now.

The establishment of a zone is
not so difficult a problem once
the necessary legislation is passed,
to create an area of authority and
define the fiscal and administrative
Policies that will operate in that
area. The difficult part is to attract
the ivestor who really has to make
the decision. His questioning will
be; shall 1 trapsfer my capital
to the Free Trade zone in Sri Lanka
or elsewhere? If it is Sri Lanka
what are the advantages compared
to other zones! And where can
he harvest the highest profit for
his end products, Sri Lanka or
elsewhere?

We should not delude ourselves
by thinking that the present day
entrepreneur will come with the
Bible in one hand and cash in the
other hand to civilize us and redeem
us from our balance of payment
problems. Those days are gone.
it was practical problems to them
then, when they ruled and main-
tained Political stability to carry
out their ‘“nefarious activities'', as
some would like to describe that
period. What the entrepreneur is
concerned with today is the poli-
tical stability of the country.
Where he is going to invest, Free
Trade or socialist or communist
policies that will finally arbiter
about his investment. How safe
is his investment against Natio-
nalisation, punitive action of Indus-
trial take-over, and will he be
able to repatriate his investments
in such a situation.

These will be his primary consi-
derations and will not be moti-
vated by charity to help the Deve-
loping countries. The host country
must provide the answers to these
questions clearly and convincingly;
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FTZ—Meaning

that irrevocable action has been
taken by the host country to
pledge the undertaking within “the
limits of practical policies in a
changing society.” It is competi-
tive and our bid to get them to
come to Sri Lanka must also be
competitive.

Another inducement for 2 fore-
ign entreprepeur to come to Sri
Lanka is cheap labour. When he
thinks of labour, his questions
will be: Are they disciplined? How
efficient and productive are they
in their own specialized trades?
What is the quality of their train-
ing and what are the facilities
available for training? How soon
can they be trained, ab initie or on
the job? What are the scales
of wages payable to various trades
according to experience and grad-
ing? How disciplined a.e they to
couple demands and worker rights
to their obligations to the employer
and quantum of output. What is
the machinery available to settle
industrial disputes within “the area
of Authority’’ and how soon such
disputes can be disposed off?
These may be the basic considera-
tions, regards labour and labour
management that will enter into
decision making. For them, the
Host country must be prepared
with rules and laws to answer
them.

Finally the concept does not
mean Free Trade. There is no
trading done. What it means is
that a Foreign Industrialist can
set up a factory or 2 processing
plant in the zone outside the
Fiscal and laws of the Host
country, bring in all the exper-
tise, know-how, raw materials
into the zone, manufacture or
process them and export them
to any country he desires. He
will pay the Host country for
all the facilities, utility services,
administration, labour and all
such other charges he is liable
to when he was accepted as a
guest entrepreneur in the Zone.

o O

DEVOTION—Concluding part

will appear in next week
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Letters

LETTERS
Name?
Sir,

| notice that the Daily  News
spells the Prime Minister’s name
a-e-a-e-e. So does the Sun. But in
Tribunie | see a-a-a-e-e-.. Jayewar-
dene/layawardene,

Daly from the dale differs from
Daily every day, but both words

are in the dictionary, Besides,
there are personal or family
names spelled Daley and Dailey;

and you will notice from the era-
sure on the envelope that | had
PUt an in singam. The “‘correct”
spelling of a person’s name is the
way that person spells i,

Seeing in print two different
spellings makes me wonder how
the Prime® Minister does spell his
name.

Claude R. Daly, S.J.
“Nirmala',
31, Clifford Place,
Colombo 4.
12,10, 77

English
Sir,

My attention has beep drawn to
a word which occurs in the state-
ment on languages in Capada and
published in your journal, It is
the word “‘dignity”,

I like the word and it sums up
my main concern for the Sinhala
language in this country. | wapt
that it should have dignity, it is
still to a Jarge extent, alas, a kitchen
language.

| have observed a kind of united
chorus these days for three langu-
ages to be declared official in Sri
Lanka. Personally | feel that two
will suffice, Tamil and Sinhala.

But the point | want to make is
that none of the advocates op
three languages make any com-
ment on the need to upgrade Sin-
hala. Consciously or unconsciously
they appear to urge the continuing
domination of the nation by the
English-speaking elite, None of
them seem to be aware of the deep
damage dope to the psyche of the
Sinhala speaking people by this
Perpetuation of the horrible distinc-
tion which is made between these
two language groups.

- Recently in an article a teacher
in a Private school mentioned that
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from Grade | english is taught in
such schoals. Is this to pander
to the deep resentment many
Sinhala folks feel at having to edu-
cate their children in the mother-
tongue! Does not this device help
to maintain the sociological divide
between the elite and the poor
benighted natives?

Bryan de Kretzer

Prithipura Infant Home
Hendala - Wattala.

Kace?
Sir,

| ‘must take stropg objection to
Mr. Kahawita's description of “‘the
Blacks of Rhodesia who are de-
manding majority rule and equality
with the minority whites” as
“ignorant, illiterate and. .just emer-
ging out of the bush” (Tribune
October 8th). For it is exactly thys
type of racist argument that the
imperialists used to keep us from
the right to govern ourselves.

Mr. Kahawita may well ‘be op
the side of ~the angels whepn he
writes on matters Sri Lankan, but
if the above is anything to go by
his attitude to African peoples
would appear to range him along-
side the arch-priests of interpatio-
nal racism, Messrs. Smith  apd
Vorster,

A. Sivanandan
Director

- The Institute of Race Relatiops,

2471249, Pentonville Road,
London NI 9NG.
17.10 77

Eelam-Is It Viable ? .
Sir,

Mr. Sivanayagam in his letter
published in your issue of 15th
October has taken the mickery
out of you ip intelligent, fastidious
and trenchant prose. His letter will
©OPen many people’s eyes to con-
nections of cause and effect which
they had overlooked or wilfully
ignored. He has not spared anybody
—hot even the late Mr. S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike, It js effortless Pel-
manism and | must say first class
public relations for the TULF.
It is the sort of speech the old
messionic message—which should
have been made in  Parliament
by the leader of the Opposition.
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Even now it is not too late—when

an opportunity present itself, the

TULF [eader 'is well advised to

table this letter in Parliament for

purposes of permanent record.
R. Mahendra

78, Ist Cross Street,

Jaffna.

19th October 1977,

= ol
Colonisation ?

Sir,

In your issue of 24/9/77, a lady
from Kandy had written to you
regarding the basic concept of the
Nayake Thero of Vajirarama re-
garding colonisation of the Nor-

thern and Eastern Provinces, | worn-
der whether the Reverend is fol-
lowing the path of his Lord and

Master, or is he following the foot-
steps of the “other Thero”, who
was in his height of power in 1956,
and found his demise or S0 as to
say Nirvana within the four walls
of Welikada. Instead of sending
an army of soldiers to the North,
he could lead a group of his clergy
to the troubled areas and preach
the message of peace and love.

May | asi the lady from the Hill
Capital, whether her jdea of co-
existence is a reality, when the
security of the Tamils had beep
shattered by the recent out break
of violence, resulting in an exodus
of the victims migrating to places
of safety. Even at ancient times the
tribal races fived ip groups, for
fear of being attacked by rival gro-
ups. In modern times we have a
Police Force, which in any country
maintains law apd order; but ip
our precious isle, they seemed
to have gone into a sudden slumber,
resulting in a2 wave of violence
perpetuated against a particular
community, which was either pot
checked by the Police or even
had their blessing, Surprisingly the
Government in power instead of
punishing the disloyal elements,
fommended the head of the force
by giving him a further period of
extension in service.

The time has come when the
Tamils cannot po longer live out-
side their traditional homelands
without being endangered,

A Ceylon Migrant in Australia.
Australia,

12.10.77
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Confidentially

et S

Going The S.L.F.P. Way?

Is IT NOT TRUE that the recent
disclosures in the NSA about SLFP
VIPs becoming '‘exporters’ has
only confirmed what has long been
known! That the goyernment’s
strategy seems to be to expose at
least one SLFP scandal a week to
help the UNP to sustaip its image?
That these disclosures have been
so far confined to the SLFP? .That
the LSSP hierarchy (it has as many
skeletons in its cupboards as the
SLFP) has been left out so far!
That Keuneman of the CP has had
a severe battering for the manner
in which he had allotted houses?
That this may be because of paro-
chial Colombo Central politicking?
That Chandrika Bandaranaike, it was
disclosed, had received a car from
a lapanese or Chipese firm in Hong-
kong as 2 “gift”? That when she
protested that it was a lsgitimate
business transaction, it was revealed
tlat Chandrika, while being the
boss of Land Reform, had been
registered as 2 gem exporter and
that she had in fact exported gems
to Hongkong! That even before
the ink was dry, it was disclosed
that the sali-proclaimed “honest
saipt’”  Felix Dias Bandaranaike’s
wife Muthulakshmi (how  very
Tamill) was a partner in a business
yenture that among other things
exported gems? That this business
was carried on whilst she was her
husband's Private Secretary! That
amcng the other members of this
business, Palm Grove Farm, was
her sister who was wife of Gamini
Wickremanayake, one of Felix’s
reyolving but permanent secre-
tariat? That apart from a couple
of “outsiders’’ the rest of the Palm
Groye owners were Wickrema-
payakes? That the public will no
doubt be soon regaled with further
disclosures about Paim Grove Farm:
about its egg 2nd hroiler monopoly,
its contracts with the Oils
& Fats Corporation, and its dealings
with the Marketing Department!
That whilst the UNP indulges in
this kind of disclosures it must
take care that its own Ministers
do mot start collecting skeletons
in their own cupboards? That it
may be 2 comparatively small

“erime” for UNP Ministers and
Deputy Ministers to resort to a
new invisible” chit system OF
victimise persons on the reports
of election supporters? That De-
puty Minister Abdul Majeed was
caught with his pants down by the
Janadina, Attha and the Socialist
Nation with “photostats’” to reveal
a glaring instance of such victi-
misation? That this action by De-
puty Minister Abdul Majeed makes
a mockery of UNP piedges and
the assurances of the Prime Minister?
That whilst this may be considered
“gmall crime”, Colombo is buzz-
ing with talk about bigger near-
Ministerial deals in the import cf
“essentials’’? That the Prime Minis-
ter must find out whether any
business undertakings (import and
export) are registered in the names
of the sons or close relations of
Ministers? That he must inquire
whether any sizeable government
tenders have already been given
to such firms? That the excusea
particular tender, was the “lowest’
should not be taken on its face
value because Ministerial pressure
(as in the SLFP times) can make
tenderers with “lower” quotations
to back out with the bait of
other deals? That if this kind of
corrupt gerry-mandering is allowed
to develop, the UNP will soon go
the SLFP way!?

IS IT NOT ALSO TRUE that many
big business magnates of the SLFP
era have acquired an immunity
from exposure that has already
set tongues wagging? That Fipance
Minister, Ronnie de Mel, made a
welcome, but a brief reférence to
these mudalalis, in one of his early
statements in the NSA? That there-
after there has been total silence
about the mudalalis whilst quips
haye been made that mudalalis
and capitalists who had run be-
hind the last government were
now running behind the UNP?
That if such running behind will
give them immunity, it will only
encourage UNP and other capita-
lists to organise similar (or worse)
rackets? That apprehensions have
arisen about this silence regarding
certain SLFP mudalalis? That it is
said that their racketeering will
now be dope under UNP patronage!
That the UNP will not retain its
clean image for long if it permits
such mudalalis to become a major
force in the UNP? That the acti-
vities of these mudalalis stink much
more than all the wrong-doings
of SLFP Ministers and MPs? That
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A Scandal A Week

the stupid action of Minister Kob-
bekaduwa to collect compensation
as a priority before anyone else
is not as serious a crime as allowing
one single mudalali to import in
millions for the Government with-
out any tender procedure! That
Kobbekaduwa's ‘“crime” vanishes
into thin air when considering the
activities of the Tobacco Industries
(Beedl) Corporation_ and Minister
Sooriyaarachchil That whilst
Kobbelkaduwa only received com-
pensation for land he owned (ex-
cept one small piece in dispute),
Sooriyaarachchi spent public funds?
That the Rs. 25 million for the
Kantalai project is only 2 fraction
of the multi-million frauds in the
Beedi business after the govern-
ment take-over! That readers will
remember that this column had
carried on a camPaign for seyeral
months about the activities of
Soor‘lyaaratchchi and his hepnchmen
in the Tobacco lndustries (Beedi)
Corporation? That our exposures
were made before the Beedi Rajahs
in the Corporation had really got
going? That if the SLFP govern-
ment had, at that time, taken the
Tribune exposure seriously and dealt
wich the Beedi Corporation and had
stopped the racketeering in theBeedi
Corporation (as it was popularly
known), the SLFP would have
easily won a few more seats? That
it is to be hoped that Prime Minis-
ter Jayawardene will see that UNP
does not go the SLFP way! That
writings on the wall about cuch a
danger haye already manifested
themselyes? That even the SLFP
English weekly The Nation (of
29/10/77) has thought it fit to have
4 bash at the new UNP for spend-
ing vast sums of meney on the
goings-on  at Panduwaspuwaral
That it stated: “..the tamasha
cost six and half lakhz of tax-payers’
money: a3 usual all schoal children
were brought into the field: the pea-
sontry under the patronage of tne
Sangha came in thousands: the full
government held court in Panduwas-
nuwara: for what purpose? for the
avowed policy of self-cufficiency @ whole
nation has been duped into compla-
cent belief in the idiom of the mazses
__what is the truth?..” That nobody
had expected the UNP to go the
SLFP way so quickly? That the
descent has been so quick that
even the SLFP is able to talk about
it with its tongue in its cheek?
That it is time the Prime Minister
takes step to stop the new Gov-
erpment going the SLFP way?
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SUBSCRIPTION RATES - From November, 1977

FOREIGN

AIR MAIL

Bangladesh, India, Maldive lslands and Pakistan

Singapore, Socialist Republic of Vietnam

Malaysia, Indonesia, Thailand

Australia, China, Czechoslovakia,
France, G.D.R, West Germany, UK.,
Italy, Japan. Netherlands, New Zealand,
Poland, Portugal, South Africa,
USS.R, Yugoslavia, Zambia

countries

Canada, Cuba, West Indies and U.S.A.

Denmark,
Hong Kong,
Philippines,
Switzerland,

and All African

SEA MAIL

To All Countries

LOCAL

TRIBUNE,

43, Dawson Street,

Colomba-2.

Telephone: 33172

—h

Wos = Wo~=—= W o =

wo—=w Wo =

Year
Months ,,
Months

"

Year
Months ,,
Months ,,

Year
Months ,,
Months ,,

Year Rs.

Months ,,
Meonths ,,

Year Rs.

Months ,,
Months ,,

Years

Months ,,
Months

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.

Rs.
YE?r RS.

165-00
85.00
44.00

185.00
95-00
49-00

215.00
110.00
56-50

250-00
127.50
64-00

125-C0
65-00
34.00

19500
75.00
40-00
21-50
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