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BAN ON NEHRU

IS HE SUBVERSIVE?

The Ceylon Governtiient’s deetsion preventing Mr. Jawharlal Nehru wentation of the Indo-Ceylon A ree=
frem addressing s publie mweeting of workers at Gampola today foent.
is noshing short of & ban en the lndl.l,n Premier. He was told “The reasons now given for the
that he is not to address this public meeting which was arranged cancsllation of Mr. Nehru's address 1»
some weeks ago with the knowledge and consent of the Premier that security reasons demand same and
of Cevlon. that a political paity, the Cevlon Indian

! ; : 3 Continued on page two,
What th{ n was the reasenm for this ban? The reasons given by i '

Ceylon Government sources are so painfully childish ghat even 2
babe would not be takem in. In a democratic state, sach as
Ceylon claims to be, every wndividual 18 guaranteed the right of
free speech and asssociation.  As long as no breaeh of peace is
apprehended this right is unrestnieted. Only in the case of pey-
sons convicted of offences against the laws of the land, democra -

tic countries perinit restriction of an individual’'s freedom to
speak to and associate with others.

What then was the reason for banning Mre. Nehrg ?

Suppression of C'vii Liberties “As  this meeting was arranged
. : ‘ Y thvough the High Commissioner for Indi:
The Ceylon Indian Congsess, b S git Cothimissioner | !mlll
A | i with the knowledge and cousent of the
orocanisation wost aftected by the ban, pr S ;e i
bt bl - Prame Ministar of Cevlon, the desision
issued a statement on April 27th.  The . - A
S g to ban Mr. Nehru's address to the
R AR workers at this late stage has not only
“The Prims Minister of Ceylon, Sir  ¢aused gsrave disappointment but also
John Kot#lawela, has informed the eome as a rude shock to those who had
Ceylon lrdian Congress that BMr. Nahww  bope | that My, Nehru's visit would help
will not uddress the mesting of workers  ease the growing tension as a vesult of D it
ab Gainpola on May T, : e difficulties avising from the imple- SNEarone Subversive ;
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BAN ON NEHRU

Continued from page 1

Congress in this case, should not derive
advantage from this visit of the Indian
Premier.

“MThese reasons have heen deseribed
in an editorial of the Ceylon Observer
vesterday as ‘too thin and anaemic to
convince anvone.’

Discourlesy

“This dec'sion to stop Mr. Nehru's
speech iz high - handed as well as
arbitrary. It is an act of discourtesy to
a distinguished visitor and a denial of
the rights of free apeech and association
to an individual under the cloak and
guise of securify reasons.
state of emer-

“No emergency or

- gericy exists in the country to raise this

bogey of security reasons to
¢ivil liberties. 1 is not too late for the
Prime Minister of Ceylon to change his
degision.

suppress

“The Cevlon Indian Gongress Is
requesting - Mr. Nehru to [ulfl his
engagement on Mav 1. In céase the
Prime Minister of Ceylon makes f

impogsible for My, Nehiu to address the
workers at Gampola, the Ceylon Indian
Congress will take steps to register its
protest against the unwarranted suppres=
gion of eivil libeities.”
Tries Again

After his arrival in Ceylon_ it is learnt,
that Mr, Nehru once again indicated to the
Ceylonese authorities that he would like to
keep his engagement at Gampola on May .
This was refused. nc doubt in polite lan-
guage, but unequivocally,

This han on Mr. Nehvru only brings

to the fore-front the reactionary and
undemoeratic attitude of the Ceylon
Government in the matter of ei—il
liberties and fundamental democratic
rights,

Towards ihe end of last year, Bir

John Kotelawela, who has assumed the
role of a saviour of demoeracy, banned
the entry of Mr. Harry Pollit, the leader
of the British Communist Party. The
excuse for the ban was that for security
reasons Mr. Politt could not he allowed
into the country and that fhe Commuarist
Party of Cevlon would derive advantage
from the visit. For the same reasons,
the visit of Mr. Cheddi Jegan wrs stop-
ped. Mr, Jagan is not a Comm nist but
the fack that Sir Winston Churchill and
Mr. John Foster Dulles did net Iike him
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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weore sufficient for the Ceylon
ment to ban his visit,

After that the Ceylon

distinguished itsell by proclaiming that

delegates from U.S.8.R. and Chinato
the FLOLA_FE.E, conterence should avoid
meeting the people  of this country
during their stay in this island.

When Myrs. Viayalakshmi Pandif
came 10 Cevlon, the Government insisted

that it wonld

allow only

pro-Gavern=

Savicur of democracy 7

merit (U_N.IL) orvganisations o meef
her, entertain her and have the benefit of
listening to her, 2

And, about thesame time as Mrs.
Pandit vigit, the Government, owi ng to a
terhnical loop-hole in the emig ration
laws. forcibly deported two non-Ceylon-
ese women married to eitizens of Cevlen
on the grounds that they were eam
muniste.

And mow, the ban on Mr Nehru. What
next 7 1

This suppeession of eivil liherties
and demoeratic rights began with the
diccriminatory laws against the wmeial
minority known as the Ceylon Indians.
Hitler msed the same methods. He
persecuied 1he Jews, and suppressed evil
liherties with the exeuse that he was
fichting “Communisin’ with the result
that even the mildest liberal found bis
way into a concentration eamip.

.

Before that happens, the people of
this eountry must make it elear to the
Government that they will pot stand for
any suppression of eivil liberties. i 5
vicitor is to be habted, it must be for
sood and-substalltial veasols: i a person
isto be deported or his democratic vights
curtailed, it nust be alter a public trial
in a recogised court of law.

What has Mr. Neliru done ?

TRIBUNE
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To inferpret events iu the conbext
of Asian and warld pelitics, to reveal
the facts behind the eomplex news of

the tumultuous davs in which we live,

and to explain  how they aflect the
interests of the ordinary people and
taxpayvers in Ceylon, will be the primary
function of this paper. Before us, will
also be the constapt oh eetive of helping
to build an economically independent
and politically demeeratic Ceylon which
will participate in the bigger task of
creating a better world that will banish
war and seecure peace.

These aims, we beslieve, 'can be
achieved by serupulous adherence, in
letter and in spirit, to the fundamental
human rights embodied in the Ciarter
on which the United Nations Organisa.
tion resfs., We are convineed that it
is vractigable and necessary that nego-
tiation sliould veplace threat and ag.
gre=s101 in international relations and
thal disputes should be solved through
digeussion ab eonferences and not hy
resorh to war.

Cour‘ries in  Asia, awakening to

new |freedom diter decades of colonial
subjugation, have an uhenviable role
to play in  the increasing conflict
between the so-called Western bloc
and the BSocialist group., We must

emphasize that Asiatic countries should
disassociate themselveses from the cold
war between the West and the ast

and that they should strive through
friendly mneulrality to both bloes to

reduce tension, to remove suspieion, and
do everything possible to establish
friendly relations betwsen the contend.
ing groups to pave the way for stable
international peace.

this paper will

In nafional affairs,

OURSELVES

zealously guard the fundamental rights
and. democratic ecivil liberties of the
individual, of whatever creed caste or
race, wh® has niade this coanfry his
home and who is  prepared to work
for its betterment apd presperity.  Only
a contented eonmnmunity, free of racial
ranconr, unhampered by political or
economic disabilities weighing  down
under-privileged secoions, ean consbitute
a proper Fasis for genuine etonouiie
reconstiuction,

A better and happier Cevlon can

emerge only  throwgh the combined
efforts of all sections and groups of

We will
directed

peaple inhabiting this country.
untivingly promote all efiorts
towards the building of a truly  free
democracy in this island. For this
purpose, we will measure all action,
political and social, with the vardstick
of national interest, We will support
Government in all its endeavours that

tend 1o promote the common weal ;
and ‘'we will not hesitate to eriticise
it when ifs actions adversely affect

In like manner, we will
examine the policies and practices of
the Opposition " and  other politieal
parties. Every question will be dis.
cussed on its testad

the people.

own merits  and

in the crueible of public good

Consecious of our responsibilities,
we will do the uthmost we ean to
discharge the obligations a newspaper
owes to the reading publie, Irom our
readers, we expeet gsuidanct, correction
and encouragement so that we might
be the better able to analyse, diseuss,
comment, cribicise or support, as ol ee-
tively and impastially as is humanly
possible, matters and events of impor-
tance and conseguence,

Do not
Heaven

Do not

PEACE

Heaven is now sending down calamities; -
be so complacent.

is now producing such movements ;=
be so indifferent.

If your words were harmonious,

The people would become united,

If your words were gentle.and kind,

The people would be settled.
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COLOMBO CONFERENCE

- With the monstrous hydrogen homb
p LS -

Lo mning larde round ' the the

South Fast Asian Premiers Conference

corner

af - Clolombo doés not evoke more than
the
[ndian ecapital.

& passing  interest fo politieal

chaervers in the

National commenfators

only a few weeks ago were frying to

newspapaLe

pin a fading hope to the outeome ab
Colombo  hut now evervthing seems fto
have receded fo an dninteresting back-
around.  Besides the hydrogen homb
the  suw. ... biggest
dinmmed the importance to the Colombo

i -
factor whieh has

Canference to the eyes of the Indians
is the complete surprise annihilation
of the ruling party (Muslim League)
a1 ene eastern wing of Pakistan general
election. °

To New Delhi
at Farachi is only a tgmporary phase.

Sinee the.asnoungesrént by Sir Johy

Kaotelawala to covene the said eonference

the present set up

has flowed down fthe

Ne.w expectations newer

water
Jamuna here.

L] 1
e n

“hopes of befter vision are expected to
amerge “Trom the forthcoming new
leadership in Pakistan, To New Delhi
the Colomho Conference was mainly
important because of the sginister Ameri-

ean Arms Aid to Pakistan.

Many responsible world pelitieal
New Delhi
~that Colombo is insufficiently a neutral
plage to ereating a proper understanding
among the South East Asian Countries

leacers now visiting feel

gene‘ral agreement, 1 have heard i%
said here by seasoned international
Conferencers that Rangoon,or D akart
would have been a heiter venume for
sueh ~ conference,

There are  others helonging fo

rightist and leftist groups who feel Bir

4

Rotelawala's  distinet
pronounesd political lsanings
do not  nufOrtunately mase
him an ideal CONVener tor 4
conference OF tlie type
anvizaged, Circles  intitnate
to. Jawharlal Nehro,

Minister,

India’s
Prime however,
stabe that Nehru has havdly any jllusion
of the Colamba

outecome  oft the

Conterence.
The Indo-Ceylon Problem

The series of the latest manoeuvres
in Colombao to deflect the recent nebulous
Pact, their unequivocal

the
Press — Nationalist, Socialist, Commu-

Inde-Ceylon

condemnation hy entire Tndian

nalist, Communist ineluding the British

"owned and edited “Statesman’ and the

hurried visit of C. C. Desai, Indian
Envoy in Ceylon, to the Capital make
the

trmmpeted Indo.Cevlon January parlevs.

an interesting epilogue to mueh

There is an element of drama in

Ceylon's trying to {righten” and
“ bludgeon 7 the Cevloness of Indian

origin,gas an eminent philosopher-cum
politician puats it to me.
-

1 am tempted to quote a few lines
frem a comparative mild editorial from
what the "~ Btatesman’ recently wrote

in this connection :

“oohut all in the island continue

40 emphasize goodwill. Even when

tulking abhout sending 'people of
Indian descent away from Ceylon,
Sir John Kotelawala says it must
be dane by ‘love and affection.’
The
this sentimental approach appears
o he This appeal to the Planters’
with

Tong service on estates a gratunity

chiel reported evidence for

Association to give Indians

“so that they mwy return to their
context

shows-——and ‘spend their old age

homes'=—in  India, the

in retivement’. This will appare.
ntly facilitate ‘progressive Ceylon.

dzation.’

- “Kindly as the Prime Minis-
ter's thought for tea garder labour
]

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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is (at :omebody else’s-expen-
se ), ( her statements as well ag

exgeitfive steps  render

plausible
the suggestion that “many perdons
ol Indian descent may be repatriated
metheds hardly
distinguishable from com -

pulsion.

to India by

Af a time when a Parliamentary
Delegation from Ceylon was touring
India the vapours from Colombo seemed ,
most inopportune for it helped to make
personele of the Delization nervy and
uncomfortable, But -
certainly they have loarnt a great deal
of the feelings

inconvieniently,

Nnaow

flowing under

current in Indiz and their report ta

Sir John should be iluminating.

A Cultural Delegation

Sinee Independence New Delhi has
almost become a cultural elearing housa
of Asia. During the pasi few months
we have had euitural delegations from
many eountries in Asia and Furope.
The Soviet Ballet Troupe which came
here guests of the
Government of India stole the hearts
of many a thousand peopie.
gthen Indo-Cevlon

as the honoured

To stren-
relations
one would always love to have similar

euliural

cultural delegations exchanged bhetween

India and Ceylon. Ceavlon has
distinct artistie contributions to
Kandyan

be a treat anywhere in the world.

heyp
wonld

The

painters in Ceylon are more advanced

eredif. dancing

than those in wany Asian counbries,.
Why shoeuld not Ceylon
India

SpoOnEor in
exhibitions of her paintings
dances, and docurmentary films r:PM;
other coumkbries are pro- fitahly doing

here ?

SHIBDAS BANERJEBE

TRIBUNE

her -
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TRIBUNE STAFF CORRESPONDENT

" Owing to a barrage of propa-
ganda by interested parties, the

issucs in Indo- China have
become c¢louded. This small
Asiatic  country is perhaps

the main headache of the Geneva
Conference of the Big Powers
and the Colombo Conference of
the South Fast Asia Premiers.

A < Tribune " Staff Corres-
pondent sets out as objectively
and dispassionately as possible
the facts about the recent histo-
ry of this unfortunate country.

He prefaces his report with
an extract from the speech of
Mr. Nehru when ha announced
his cease-fire plan for Indo-Chi-
na in the Indian Parliament
on April 24.

—EDITOR

To those who have had a surleit of
the pep talks in some of the local papers
aboat the nature of the war in Indo.
China, the lollowing extract from the
speech My, Nehru made in the Indian
Parliament last Saturday will be moss
revealing, The extract speaks (ov ibself
and it gives the lie direet to the fallacy

that the war in Indo-China is an ex—
ample of comwmunist aggression.” The

agoression was started by French ime
perialists against a free republic and the
aggression sitll continues,

In the House of the People. My-

- Nebru in announcing his cease-fire plan

declared that :

“The conflict in Indo-China is in
its origin  and essential character, a
movement of resistance by the traditional
niethods of suppression and divide and
rule.

MAY, 1 1954

“Foreign interventions have made
the issue more complex, but it neverthe—
less remains basically anti-colonial and
nabionalist in character. The recognition
of this and the reconciliation of national
sentiments for freedom and independence
and safeguarding them against external
pressures ean alone tormed the basis of a
settlement and of peace.

“The confiet itsell in spite ol
heavy weapons employed and the large
scale operations, remains even a guerilla
war in character with no fixed stable
frontiers

“In Indo-China, the challenge to
imperialism, as a large scale movement,
began in 1940 against the Japanese
oceupation, During the war against
Japan, the U.S, and Allied troops were
agsisted by the  Viet.Minh {tound
in 1941) and by other Nationalist and
other groups, at the head of which was

Hu Ghi M:il‘lh. *

“The Viet Minh proclamation of the
time referved to the defence of democra-
bic prineiples by the United States, the
U.8.8.R., Britain and China and asked
the great powers to proclaim that after
Japanese forces had been over thrown,
the Indo-Chinese people will veceive
full autonomy. :

A Democratic Republic

“After World War 11, a provisional
Government of whieh five out ol the 15
members were Commuists and which
was supported by moderate Nationalists,
Catholics and others, was established,
Ho-Chi Minh was elected the President
of the Demoeratic Republic of Yiet Nam
which was proclaimed in September,
1945, and was rvecognised by the then
Government of China. On March 6,
1946, PFrance, which had now returned
to Indo=China after the war, signed an
agreement with Ho—Chi Minh, recognis-
the dsmoeratic republic of Viet=Nam as
a free State with its own Government,
Parliar ient, army and finance and form=

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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ing part of the Indo-Chirese Faderation
and the French Union,

“This arrangement however, did nob
last long. Conflict hetween Ho-Chi
Minh Republie and the French Empire
began in 1947 and hes continued ever
since. In June, 1948, the French signed
an agreement with Bao Dai, the former
Emperor of Annam, and made him the
head of Viet Nam which they recognised
as an associate State within the Frensh
Union.

“Similar agreements were made by
the French with the other State of Indo=
China, the Kingdoms of Laos and Cam-=
bodia.

“At this stage the conflict in Indo=
China begins to agsume its present and
most omnious aspect of being a reflect—
ion ol the conflicts between the two
Power bloes, Material aid and equip-
ment - given . to France by the TU.S,
bhecame available to the Fren... ... the
war in Indo=China.

“The Viet Minh, on the other hand;
although still maintaining that the war
was one against French colonialism, it
is reported, received supplies frow “he
People's Demoeratic Republic of China,
whose Government continued the recog -
nition accorded to the ‘democratie
republic of Viet Nam (Viet Minh, by
its predecessors,”

Early History
It was in 1860 that French troops

began the conquest of the Indo-Chinese
peninsula,

Continued on next Page
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NEWSPAPERS IN CEYLON

Geylon should be proud of her newspapers, In fact, itis an island

of newspapers.

People read very few books. Most of theip
reading is confined to newspapers.

The CGeylon newspapers are

far ahead cf all "Asia except Japan in their technigue and

eireulation.

MTh~~ are eight daily newspapers in the three languages selling

round aboufi 300, 000 copies every day.
80,000,

; Sinhalese dailics-Dinamina

Of these, the three
Lankadipa 60,000 and

Janata 20.000-8ell between themselves half o the 300,000 copies.
The other five English and Tamil langnage papers altogether
sell the balance of 150,000 copics-Daily News 40,000, Observer

The Sunday or Weekly papers of
which theia-arg fiver sell round ahoné
450,000 copies—Silumina 150,000, Sunday
Lankadipa 100,000, Virakesari’ 35,000,
Sinhala Jatiya 25,000, Sunday Thinakaran
86,000, So thatefor a week Ceylon
news,aners sell about 750000 copies
of daily and weekly newspapers which
menns that one person in eleven of the
whole  population buy a- newspaper [or
a week. M wyou take 1t that in a
population  of 8% millien, only
about 2% million are adnlt and literate
{according to statistics), it will be seen
that nearly one in‘three buy anewspaper
every week. We know that every
newspaper bought is read by at least
Shreg persons. On this besis we might
fig 80 far as to gay that every one who
can read does read a newspaper onece a
week alb least. This is,a very high rate
for any country. But we are herve
Falking only of stabistics!

{Wihat do the Cevlonese Read ? -

The Dinamina the flinhalese daily,
had, in the old days umder t:e famous
“Sinhalese literary celebrity Mr, Martin
- Wickramaginghe, the status of the
London Times as far as Ceylon was

6

‘a  reliable,

25,000, Times 20,000, Virakesari 35,000 and Thinakaran 15.000,

concerned, Tt is a 40-year paper for
which once | Bir  Baran Jayatilaka
regularly wrote, But after the emerg.
ence of the Lankadipa, the older paper
hegan to ape the younger upstart, If

the Dinaming had stuck to its old
traditions of conservative and rigid
journalism, no power on earth eould
have shaken itis solid foundations. = Buf

its. nawly aequired spivit of sendationa=
ligm and the search for popularvity in an
effort to vie with Lankadipa went ill with
its traditions and gave the younger paper,
full of pep, vigour, and originality, o
grand opportunity. Thus, the Lankadipu
within six years has inereased its cireu-

lation fo 60,000, \

The Ceylon Daily News under the
late Mr. D. R. Wilewardene was somes
thing like the Daily Telegraph ol Liondon,
serious, but a paopular
political paper without sensationalism
and any ballyhoo. But, of late, it too
has gone off the rails and no one ean sey
what it exaectly iz foday, Clearly it
is the mouthpiees of the Christians, the
Managing Director and all TEditorial
Staffers being Christians, Thers is,
I believe, one Budhist, Mr., Austn de
Silva on the higher rongs of the leader

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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at Lake Hc use, DBut he is the forgotten
mau and 1 obody knows what he does,
1o the Daily News a1l Buddhist leaders
are jokes, All these who show any
kind of national aspirations have fo be
laughed out of the newspaper, Any man
who does not pay poo’a to the English

language as the most indispensable
precious  possession deserves to  be
pilloried. Big Buddhist school

events get only a few lines.  When one
considers that more than two-thirds of
the veaders of the Daily News are
Buddhists, the wonder is not that it is
not increasing its veader hut how it
keeps the readers. That is simply
because fthere 15 no other FEnglish
morning daily af present! i

Newspaper Tycoon

The Daily News appears to be under
the influence of the Ameriean Embasdy
which gives scholarships sgenerously to
its staft to the U.S.A. and takes a lively
interest in the machinery Lake House
purchases.  Time and again, the paper
seems o sample the best interests of fthe
country to those of the U.S.A. The
Daily News is also controlled by the
U.N.P. to such an extent *that it is
virtually a party paper. Onee when a
very * big noise’’ dn the U.N.P. was
asked why they didn't start a daily paper
he asked blindly “Why should we? We
have the Daily News and the Dinamina!"”’

- i 3

1 -
Indo - China

Contintied from Page 5

The deerees of 1887 grouped the
three conntries — Viet=Nam, Khmor
{Cambodia] and Pathet " Lao [Laos]
under the single denomination of “*Trench
Indo-China™ agd pub them under the

anthority of « Governor General ¥espon- -
sible only to the Minister for Colonigs i -

the Frenech Government.

Alter the oceupation ol Franece by
Hitler's army in 1940 there was a gene
ral rising of the people of Coechin China
whieh was mereilessly suppressed by the
Vichy Government authorities. The latt
er hastened to hand Indo China over to
Japanese faseism and allowed it completa
freedom to put the country under mili
tory occupation,

On July 29th, 1941, the French.
Admiral Darlan and Kato, the Japanese
representabive, eiguned an  agreement
whereby Indo China was incorporated in
the Japanese military system ‘for jaint
defence’’ against the allies.

Continued on Page 11

TRIBUNE



STALEMATE

broker up with tear gaz and police
lrut-lity.
In Kenys, a mass esmpaign fe

annihilate a whole #ribe it in
In a week, over

progress,
10,000 persons kave
béen rounded up, Tribal reservations
into whien the people of the szeil had
been herded so that the white man eonld
flowrish in the

In India, the French and Portugness
insist in keeping eolonial rule in the
little pogkets they swill eontrol. Both
Geverniments kave resorted o the mosé
savage peliee terrorism, o shooting, and

torbure in order to suppress the popu-
lar demand [or merger vith the fres

Tadiaw Union. [Continued page on 15]

BoLs/

Rarely has so mueh diplomatie }'3?‘-3" lands are
astivity bheen packed into a single heing horabed by

week, The Geneva Conference opemed * hest of jet
on Monday and the Colembo Confere. Plares and othar
nee on Wednesday. It so happens that #iveraft.

gome of the countries kept out of Geneva e
Y : lm Bouth Afr.

by the American imsistenee that the . Mal: ;

souference should he confined to | .atan OnL 1

eountries that had participated im the '1U2% 1O glve
effect to  his

Korean War are mesting in Colombe
o discuss simiilar  problems thowgh
im o more limited sert of way.

anti-goeial amd ¥
resstionary rac-
ial theories, To
him, a eeloured
wian askimg fer

Whilst these two conferenee sare equal rvights is
in progress there i no abatememt of a “eommunist’,
#he “wars in different. parts of the andawhite man |
world against. the demand for indepen= pleading fer sueh §—

Celonial “Wars” Continue

dence. In DBritish Guiana, the British justige is afl”
; it ; . ;
eolenial office is waging a small “war" remegade who

against the people. “The tension con. "
#inwes to moufit as the leaders are
sertenced b0 prison and demonstrations

has  eommitked § Kk
erime worse th= 8§
an treason.
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DOMESTIC REFRIGERATORS.
SLEEK! = SILENT! ~ EFFICIENT!

* A REFRIGERATOR OF THE FUTURE.
*.:E‘THE HEALTH OF YOUR FAMILY DEMAXDS THE BENEFIT OF
SATE FOOD STORAGE AND THAT MAKES YOUR "LEC” A RBEAL

INVESTMENT,

*  AMAZINGLY SMALIL: ELECTRICAL CONSUMPTION—EQUIVALENT
TO ONE ELECTRIC LIGHT BULB.

* THE PRICE OF A “LEC” REFRIGERATOR IS VERY MODEST AND
THE BEST POSSIBLE VALUE.

% OUR FIVE YEAR SECURITY SCHEME GIVEN WITH ALL “LEC
IEFRIGERATORS GUARANTEES YOULL COMPLETE
SATISFACTION,

AVAILABLE IN 3.6 & 9 C. FT CAPACITY
DISTRIBUTORS:

M. A. MEERA MOHIDEEN & Co. (Cuylon) L1D.
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Covernor General

The appointment of & Ceylonese as

- Governor-General is undoubtedly a step
i the right direction, but there iz an
inereasingly large number of persons in
bhis eountry who look forward to the day
when an elected President will grace
what is now Queen’s Houge, Such a
translormation of the constitutional head
of thiz island will be in keeping with the
mew apirit that is surging through Asia.
India, Burma and Indonesia are already
Republics in the Soath Past Asian
ragion, and . only Pakistan and
Ceylon.still continue with the anaehro:

nism of an appointed @oternor.-General.

a= the head of a free democratic states

In  recommending 8ir  Oliver
Goonnetilleke to sucesed Lord Soulbury,
the Pramier has fallen back en the most
astute brain and the most ecapable
politician of the United National Party,

Nobody in this coumsy dare deny Sir

Oliver's (alents, Ha has dominated the
fife and politics of this country right
from the days of the Japanese war,
He has left his impress om the way of
l.fe and thought of thls generation. To
gnmehow geb things done, to somehow
succeed in life, is a shilosophy that has
grown [rom the technigue and method of
Bir Oliver's genins,

Though the daily newspapers have
hailed Sir Oliver’s appointment with fan-
fare and trumpeting, they do not reflect,
as in a great many other matters, the
prevailing mood of the people. It would
be nearer the truth o say that the people
are'a little bewildered by this appoint.
ment, Whilst there is universal
recognition of Sir Oliver's supreme skill
inr organisation, negotiation and diplo-
macy; people wonder whether a politi-
cian g0 deeply involved &s he is with the
United National Party (or any other
party for a matter or that) is the best
person to officiate as the constitutional
head, Rightly or wrongly, the country
had been led to believe that the first
Uevlonese to be a Governor General
would be some one who had been aloof
from the rough and tumble of the
political arena,

Sir Oliver is not a man- of the
people. And as such, his appointment
has not evoked the popular enthusiasm
‘pne would have expected when a

B8

Ceylonest was made the Head
of tho 5t e for the first Cime.
For one thing, the public has
still not forgotben the controv
ersies that raged about some
2225t of transactions Sire Oliver was

b
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commissioner and lager as High
Commniissioner in” London. These unh
appy  controverzies  were highlighted
the same newspapers that
by him. as the greatest in the land:
and if today the peovle seem unwilling
ko ghout she chorus of praise, the
newspapers have only themselve~ to
blame.

Nevertheless, Sir Oliver is a man of
many parts and manv talents. 1f there
i3 anyone who is capable of shedding
party affiliations to funetion as an
impartial constitutional head, Sir Oliver
is the one who can most easily do so.
Will he rise to the oceasion ?

Treeps for Indo-~China

An attempt has heen made o justify
the permission granted by the Ceylon
Government to U.S, planes to land at
Katunayake with French troops for
Indo=China on the “ground that the war
in Indo~China is a war against commus~
nigm, Flsewhere in this issue there
appears an arbiele which sheds light on
the fiature of the war in that unfortunate
eountry,

Bub, apart from that question, it is
a matker .Oi' gupreme imporkance to the
people of this country 0 know whether
the Government is neutral or whether it
ig parfisan. If it's foreign poliey is one

of neutrality, the permission granted to
the U.S, planes is indefensible, Tf the

Will he rise to the occasica 7

« - Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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responsible for as Civil Defence

now herald,”

Crovernr ent has decided to foin in the
holy erusade of John Foster Dulles
against his pet phobia, the people mus
he plainly told. Then, they can prepare
themselves for the inevitable napalm,
atom amd hydrogen bombs,

It is necessary to recall that some
vears ago, shortly after Cevlon hecame
independent, that the Dulch elaimed that
the war they were fighting against the
Indonesian patriots was a “war against
communism . When they wanted to
take troops through Ceylon, the then
Premier, the late Mr. D. 8. Senanavake,
refused fthem permission. TIndia and
Burmez too refused the Duteh sueh aid.
This attitude of neutrality was not only
correet, but it hastened the day when the
new Republic of Indonesia was born.

* Sir John Kotelawala is fond of re-
peating at public meetings that he is
tollowing in the footsteps of the kather
ol the Nation, Mr, D.5.Senanayake, in all
matters. Would that he had followed
him in the matter of granting permission
to foreign troops to land atrKatunayake ?° -

Rubber Study Group

For the first time i= its history, the
Rubber Study Group meets in a producer
country when it opens ifs sessions in
Colombo next week. This Group has sn
far always met in the consumer count’
ries in the west, The composition of the
Group too is over-weighted in favour of
the purchasing countries.

Fhe Group meets now at a tima
when the rubber indugtry inthis country
as well as elsewhere stands at-the cross—
roads of destiny, How far will the
synthetic challenge suceeed in reducing
the demand for the natural? How far
will the eonsumers go to keep the indus-
try alive by paying prieces on which the
producers can survive alter paying a
living wage to the workers ?

Further, this meeting in a producer
country will give an opportunity to the
members of the Group [rom the consu-
mer centres to go round and see for
themselves the actual conditions prevai=
ling in rubber estates. It must he
stressed, though this fact is now oftern

forgotten, that during the last war,
Ceyvlon slaughter~ apped her rubber

trees for the sake of the Allied war effort

©at a minimum eontrolled price for sheet

as well as crepe. This sacrifice on the
part of Ceylon has so far not been
adequately reeognised by the Western
consuming countries, This meeting of
the Rubber Study Group should go into'

this matter which has necessitzated
Irgewscale and costly rels bilitation
shemes.

TRIBUNE



and the otber end was teid

to a ear. This attempt to hau.

him out by motor power was

=kt = RIEFLY——

failure. Then, the police

Ceylon “abounds in eoluminists,

Sardonyx, Margin, Courier, Contact,
Tatler, Sagitta, the great and mighty

Unecle Flybynight—and many others., I
feel over-awed bv this galaxy of shining
lights. But a back-bencher might add to
the fun. So here goes.

Diplomat in a Well

Jaflna is agog with the story of how
a representative of a great and mighty
nation fell into- one of her wells, 4
dry, dilapidated well, ab that,

It happened after the great event of
laying the foundation stone lor the new
Central Library in Jaflna., With the
usual acumen for business, Jaffna had
persuaded the representatives of four (or
was it five r~tions ?) to inintly perform
the ceremony., Resuit—Donations and
gifts {from each country concerned
now (and in the future too.): One coun-
try has led with a donation of over a
lakh of rupees. DBut that is another
story. it

‘At the end of the foundation-laying
cevemony, the diplomats and others were
eutertained by the Mayor at the cocktail
party. T don’t know whether the heve-
rage that took Navaratnasamy acrossthe
Palk Strait was one of the drinks ser.
vod, but T am told i was a bright and
merry party. The only disturbing note
was the grouse of one diplomat, the hero

ol this tale, that another diplomat hadin

nis spoech at the ceremony declarsd that
in Ceylon he felt no different from his
w10 country,

Alter this party, some ol the diplo.
mats and others were entertained by the
Government Agent to dinner. It was
also, from all acoounts,quite a convivial
show., Towards the end of this, our
diplomat hero walked into the garden,
The Government Agent’s residence is in
what is called Old Park, and there are a
number of old dilapidated wells in this
place. (Why they are still there is one
of the mysteries of the place!) Any.
way, to cub the story short, before anv~
one knew how it had all happened, this
diplomat was dewn one of them,

The wo: & of rescue was torrifie, At
first, a rope was thrown down to him
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— &
St were summoned, and the
gallant boys suceeeded in

getting  the diplomat ous.

Dogctors had already been summoned and
they pronounced diplomat fit and well,
but they advised him against taking the

- wheel of his car.

All's well that ends well,
lomat returned to Colombo by plane the
next day with aneother diplemat without
paying & visit to Delft Island as
scheduled.

Globemasters

There has been an attempt to shroud
the Globemaster carrying troops o Indo-
China in & mystery, The Times and the
Observer came out with sereaming head=
lines that American Globemssters had
landed as Katunayake with pavatroopers
for Indo China. It was also wmeported
that the Permanent Secretiwry Gunnsena
de Soysa had stated that lie had known
nothing about this mabter. Who had
given permission, asked the papers ?

The next day, the Times and the
Observer took it upon themselves to
blame some un-named ,official of the
Ministry  of Defence and Baternal
Affairs for having given permission %o
the Americans. An ansemie sfapoment
from official cireles was the excuse for
these editorials,

The matter did not end there. TFhe
omniscient Collette drew a eartoon the
following day showing Premier Kote-
lawela as Humpty Dumpty who
had had a great fall owing teo
this Globemaster business. And finadly,
on the day of the Premiers Conference,
an official communique was issued which
tended to give the impression that ik was
not an official of the Ministry who had
blundered but that someone more im-
portant had made the decision.

Whatever be the truth, there is a
current story ecirculating in diplomatic
cireles in Colombo which may sheda
little light.

Katunayake is one of the bases leased
out to Brifain. Those  whe know say
that under the Defence Agreement, the
British and Ceylon Governments would
consult ¢ach other if defence facilities of
any kind, were to be offered to any thivd
party, Movements of troops is a defence
facility, -
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The dip.’

HE IS STILL A DRAW

In the case of the Globemasters, the
story is that the U, K, High Comiuis
sioner’s Office knew nothing about the
planes until an official from the T7 =,
Embassy told them that the Ceylan
Government had given the necessary per-
mission. It would appsar that the Aero
drome Officer at Katanayake had ralused
permission for the planes to land in the
absence of any inséructions from the T7.
K. High Commissioner, It was after this
that the U, 8, official confronted the Bri.
tisher with proofl of the Ceylon Govern.
ment’s unilateral action in this mattes

Diplomatic gossip, has it that the
U. K. High Commissioners Office wew
peeved about this matter, but they are
keeping their chin up for old times suke,

Privy Councillor

When Premier Sir John Kotelawala
was recently honoured by being made &
Privy  Councillor, Colombo dailies
emphasised that he was the second
Ceylonese to be elevated to that high
position. This is undoubtedly true, the
first being the late Mr D. 8. Senanayake,

But what does not seem fo be
generally knowa is that the secend
Ceylonese to be a Privy Councillor

would have been Mr. Dudley Senanavake
if only he had accepted what had been
offered him. It was known in
knowledgeable and eertainly top news.
paper eircles that just befors the
Commonwealth Premiers Conference in
June 1953, the U, K, High Commiszioner
in Ceylon had intimated to the then
Premier of Ceyion, Mr., Dudley
Senanayake, that Her Ma’esty would be
pleased to make him a Privy Councillor,

Continued on Page 15



FOR A YIGOROUS BANKING POLICY—I

BANKS MUST SEEK MORE CUSTOM

There has heen mueh discussion in

pecent, years on the eyils of fereign
panking in Cevlon. About twelve
month. ago there was a ftremendous

eubery againsk the proposal of am
American Bank to open shop in Colombo.
A=A eansistently the leaders of Ceylon:se
Business and banking have ealled for
gvpater government patronage a,r}r] syme
pathy towards the one powerful indigen-
ous baak thaé existss

The trends of argument have beeir
$hat foreign banks use indigenous funds
te Buance foreigm resident and non-
vesident business houses; that foreign
Links extract large profits from exchange
transactions even where the local end of
the buginess deal is a Ceylonese Business
Lease or #he Cevion Government itself;
and that foreign banks already operating
@n the basis of sound “home’ resourcs
are further supported in their dominance

nver the 10eal money market by colossal

Geyion CGovernment deposits at their

d_iqposal.

Bank of Ceylon

It i in the context of this foreign
banking domination that the
Bank of Cevlon was founded and has
developed, It isa tremendous reflection
ol eredit to the skill, tenacity and wisdom
of the Ceylonese directers and the Cey-
lenese General Manager that this bank
teday is a vital and important component
of the economy of independent Ceylon.
Wiz position has been achieved with
omly the verbal, moral support of the
severnment without any veal, active,
practical, banking assistance froam the
sovernment even of independent Ceylon,

But among the argu:ents againsh
the extension of foreign banking in the
igland has emerged the view that foreign
kanks are cowpeting wish the Bank of
Geylon for the limited available indige.

18

—By Rupee

This is a first of a series of
articles urgiag a more vigerous
banking pelicy.

The writer occupies an important
pesition in the mercantile life
. Colombo and fer this reason has
edopted a pseudonym,

The Editor welcemes centributiens
from all inwerested in the subject in
support or against the views expressed
in this series,

nous deposits, And se the view has been
advanced that the establishment of more
Oevlonese deposit (or ** Joint,Stock )
banks would eat inte the Bank of Ceylon's
hard won shave of these local funds amd
g0 weaken the Bank of Ceylon in its
position vis-a-visthe foreign banks,
No Real Shortage

Is there really a shortage of deposits
in the country ?—for it is enly on shertage
(of supply or demand) that any kihd of
competition thrives—, a shortage of money
in local packets that could be placed as
banking depesits)? , and as a result a
shortage of funds to previde banking loans
to build up lecal business agricuiture and
industry ?

An immediate and obvious answer
to this question is “No'', because of the
restrietions on new bamking placed by
the arbitrary wminimumn initial deposits
demanded by all bamks.

A cheque hook, a8 common in other
countries ag a wallet, still has a snob
value in Ceylon. Tt is still a sign of at
least middle-elass aflluence. In Ceylon,
it is still the banker who bestows
favours; it is still the depositor whe
receives such favours, despite the fack
that all banking prefits are made ont el
customers monies.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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Complet¢ Re-erientation

As long as all banks, inclading the
Bank of Cevlon, are “choosy’ in
selecting heir constituents there cannok
be said o be a limitation in the supply
of indigenous deposits.

But this answer touches only the
surface of the velume of unbanked menies,
A true appraisal of the tetal leose
cash in the coeuntry can only be made when
local bankers make a complete re-
erieatation of their attitude tewards actwal
and petential customers.

No less in banking than in other
ferms o business ik is the client wha
gives business to the merehan., The
wise merehant is he who, not satisfied
with busginess that comes to his door,
goex out amd seeks his eustom, ;

When loeal bankers realise and
exploit this mereantile road to suicess,
thev will ind ample idling funds in the
country o fill their coffers. They will
reap their reward by interest om
channelising such funds inte induskrial
and husiness loans fer which there is no
dearth of demand,

It will he the purpose of the nexk
artiele in this series to show jusé wewse
the Bank of Ceylon, (amd any other
indigenous joint skteck bank that may be
set up) shoyld look lor these idling
funds. I# will also show that the poliey
of vigorously collecting smaller deposits
for the purpese of strengthening
Cevlonese  business and Ceylonere
banking will at the same time be the
policy ef extending the banking serviee
and the cheque system of payment te 2
much larger strata of society.

Sueh a policy will transform these
barks into Peoples Banks.”

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Ceylon India/Pakistan

Yearly Rs., 7 00 Re, -9 00
Half yearly 4 00 5 00 -

Rates for other countries on

application

Copies wiil bhe sent air mail ab

above raftes plus air mail charges

TRIBUNE
109 25, Dam Strect,
Colembol 2,
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Short Story

THE MASTER

Simon's master was very kind.

H.e knew he was kinder than his
father's master whom he remembered
very vaguely in a far off manner as
the lord and master of the household
‘and the surrounding plots of land,

‘His father's master was dead and
aomne,

His master paid him Rs. T12 a
menth. He was very proud of this
fact., His father's master had never
paid him. His master was very kind.

When he was twenty fwo vears
old ha met Emily, She was a dark
winsome girl who eame to serve in
his master’s household, They fall in
tove at first sight. If was mutual and
spontanaous.  Duwinge tHat period he
felt’ he had entevad g dilferent world
altogether. He hal experienced the same
thrill when hLe veésived Rs, 12 per
month with hig eager fluttering hands
They were so impatient to elose upon
four weeks earnings. The difference
‘was a sustained thrill. Th was as it
he was being paid all over again day
after day. They wanted to get married,

His master was wvery kind. He
was learned, With Rs. 12 per month
‘how can vou think of getbing married?
He asked.

o
no house

Simon had ne wmoney,
no prospects. Hig father had marrvied.
He had ehildren. Had suffered and
~vas o sbill guflfering, Did he  want to

cominit the same mistake? the master

asked, -

Bmily was sent home. She wept
‘bitterly. Simon was very aniserable
hut he overcome it with time.

% * * #

He could not always live on Rs.
12 per month. He wanted to sarn
morve. Most of his friends left for the
settlements in the intervior. © His father
‘too joined, He was old and feeble
but still he went. He worked to geb
a dowry for his daughter. Simon too
contributed to that every month from
his Rs. 1£ per month.:

MAY 1 1954

His master was very kind and
loarneas, He asked his father not to
go, rlis father was obstinate. The

father told Simon that hefore he died .

he must get his daughter married;
He left the mother and sister in Simon's
charge. All “of hizs Rs, 12 went home
regilarly = after thisg.

Their Titile house was in the plot
of land his father's master had given
his parents as a \\-'dein;.j gift. It was
next to the cemetery and the land had
a hiunted and barren look, His father’s
master's wife had mnot liked the look
of the cemetery. She had intense dis-
hike for all things concerned with
death. Hhe had kindly given away
the land., Tt was a hoon.

Simon's father could not write,
He sent messages through other set.
tlers who came hack on  oceasional
visits. TTe was doing well. He h-~d
even put up a deecent hut and eleared
the ‘ungle around. - If only he Tad
Simon there he eould do wonders,
He needed help. Manual help.
Simon’s master was very kind, He
tried {0 dissuade him. IIa talked and
“talked to him. It was hawl week in
the settlement. You had 4o fight
your way through. There were wild
animals rampant; fevers, droughts.
Would' he like to ruin his  health ?
He had a healthy body., Would he
like te -get wrinkled ang fever-stricken
like Appuhamy ? Appuhamy had come
back top ill o do anything but sleep.
He sat in.thé sun in the jmoring
and slapt the rest of the day.

ilis father was (ighting alone up

there, BSimon wanted fo help him.
Hig sister was blooming  out *ab an
alarming rate. He packed his thines
and left by frain.

# 3* S #*

Up thers it was all digsorder. His

father was stricken  with fever., He
shivered in the mornings till the hout
of fever left him. He had ta work

in the garden hut there was net much
done. The whole night he groaned with
pain of fever in his bones. He eleared
the jungle and sowed seeds. There
was no  water,

His father grew feeble dailv.
increased.

His wroaning

Pathetic letters from hame reached him.
There was no food. No manev. No clothes.
“When will thz harvestingbe ? .

¥
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When was a guestion that was mote tanta-
lising dazzled before him ? There wasna water.
The sown seeds died with the droughi. His
father become an invalid.

Simon wrote a letter to his master.

His master was verv kind.  He asked hin:
to come back. Even promised the Rs. 12 per
month. He packed to go back.

But his father died. He died groaning with
the pain of fever in his bones, He buried him in
the cleared ground. The wirgin soil he had
cleared for seeds, The soil from which he would
have reaped such hea'thy hearvests.

He went back to his master. His master
was kind. He was learned. He knew people
made mistakes. He knew people wanted to be
more tLan what they weré. He knew their follies
and forgave them. -

He foreave Simon and took him back, He
paid him Rs, 12 per month most of which went
once again home. This time not to make a dowry
fir his .sister. She had passed the need for a
Towry,

She had a babv of seme moenths. He did
not know whose ¢hild it was but he liked him.
He would be a great man one day because e had
the penetrating eves gf 112 master and lovd who
was so kind.

VALLL

FOR GOOD
BOOKS

and
MAGAZINES
Basic English
Bookstall

99 Chatham St.
COLOMBO.

Phone: 3451 |

11




{

Mndo-China
Continued from Page 6

On September 8th, 1941, a National
Front was sef up “to fight French and
Japanese fascism until Viet Nam is
completely liberated” . this was the
birth of the Viet Minh, which #s an
abbreviation of “Viet~Nam Dac Lap
-Dong Minh" [The “Independence Front
of Viet Nam]. Under the leadership of
theViet Minh the peenle of Viet Nam
birelessly resisted the Japanese occupa
tion and, througthout the wai, fought
alongside the allies for the common vic
tory. The suerilla war a gainst the
Japanese began, mainly in Annam and
Tonkin; it subsequently spread to the
whole of Viet Nam,

Ca March 9th, 1948, the Japanese
authorities expelled the French and sat
up a Government picked by themselvess
laaving Bao Dai to reign as emperol,
Independence

On August 10th, 1945, the Viet
Minh gave the command for a general
msuriection and took Hanoi on the 20t

On August 25th, Saigon fell and the
emperor Bao Dai abdicated . the Viet
Minh was in control of the whole of
Viet=Nim,

On Septembdt 2nd, 1945 in Hanoi,
the Government presided over by Ho
vhi Minh officially proclaimed the Inde
“~ndence of the country and the advent
of the Democratic Republic of Viet Nan,
Ninety seven per cont of the population
voled in the general election to the
National Assembly. and the National
B “nt received more than 90 per cent of
the votes. Meanwhile, the peoples of
Cambodia and Laos rose up and proelai
med their independence.

The French Government decided to
send troops to Indo China under the

command of General Leclere. On Augu
st 16th, 1945, Admiral Thierry d Argen
liet was  nominated  French High
 Commissioner in Indo China.
On October 5t 1945, General
Leclete  disombarked  his troops  at
e e0n. Officially they were there to

disarm gertain dapanese units still in
Indo Clina, but as soon as they had
disemburked thev <ot about the military
reconquest of the countrs . They laun
cheda armoured attacks from Saigon and
carevied the war throughout  Coehin
China and South Anpaw. |

According to a stalement of the
French authoriies in Inds Chins. @bl tha

12

berritory South of the 15th paralisl had
been reconquered w the Franch JOxpe
ditionary Corps. The Vietuames forces
in bhis resfon were still in an embryonic
and ill-equiped condition and were not
able to put up streng resictance to the
French troops,

The (:‘overuur»(}anemlship. led by
Admiral Thierry d’Argenlion, considered
in its official documents that, since the
conquest of the South had been achie-
eved, North Indo-China should now be
regained. But the French were not
strong enough abt that time to hreal the
resistance of the people of Viet—-Nam,
who were getting organised, and had to
negotiate with the Government of Viete
Nam,

On March 6th, 1946, a very impo-
thant agreement  was signed in Hanoi,
Here is the text of the first paragraph:

"The French Government recogni.
sesethe Republic of Viet-Nam as u free
State ha vineits own Grovernment,
Parliament, army and Treasurv, As to
the union of the three ‘Ky's” the French
Government e undertakes  to ratify  the
desisions of the population as given in
a referendum,””

The iy & Hoth Government aiso
undertook to put an end to hostilities.

French Treachery

On April 19th, before the signature
of the tjnal Treaty in Paris; a prelimi-
nary  French-Vietnumese Confersnce
opened in Dalat. After this Conference,
at which fresh difficulties arose APTOPOS
of the Vietnamese Government's demand
for the unity of the country, President
Ho Chi Minh left for Paris. At that
smoment  Admiral Thierry d'Argenlisu,
in violation of the agreement of Mayreh
6th, which provided for the holding of
a referendum on the Union of the Three
'Ky &', announced the setting up of a
“Government of the Autonomous und
Provisional Republic of Cocehin-China'’,
This maneouvre rendered very difficult
the Eranco-Vietnamese negotiations just
opening in France.,

In August, with President Ho Chi
Minh still in France pursuing the nego-
tiations, the Hig hh Commissioner in
Indo China convened 1 second cenference
in Dalat with delegates from Laos, Cam-
bodia and Cochin China. He did not
invite the Government of Viet-Nanm to
send representatives,

On Septeniber [4th, at Fontainehleau,
the French Govermment and the Gover=
nment of the Republ e of Vieb-) am finally
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reached a MODUS VIVENDI which:
was to enter itno operation on October.
30th, 1946, But as soon as it was signed
the French authorities, believing they.
were now strong enough to reconqunr
the country, linally replaced negotiatien
by a poliey of coercion.

On November 10th, the French decided
to collect the Vietnamese customs, whereas Art,
V1 of the wmodus vivende provided for the
creation of a "' Co-odinating Committes for
Customs and Foreign Trade." This decision
provoked serious incidents in the port of
Haiphong, thus providing the excuse for mili-
tary intervention for which the High Com-
mand had bezn seeking,

Haipbong Massacre

On November 23vd, the French feet began
to shell Haiphong, Viet-Nam's second port, and
killed 6000 civilians. The port was occupied
by French forces who wanted to use it as a
bridgehead for the reconquest of Tonkin.

In November 1946, the expenditionary corps
occupied the province ¢f Langson by force,
Langson is situated on the China - Viet - Kam
border and is of vital importance.

5

On December 17th, the expenditonary corpd
attacked Hanoi, the capitel of Viet -Nam, an
utterly destroyed one part of the town

In December, wmiliary operations began
in Na.n Bo (South Viet - Nam) and soon reached
the centre of the country. The war rapidly
spread to th: whole of Vietnamess territory,

As these very grave events succeeded each
other the Vietnamese Government never stopped
proclaiming its readiness to muegotiate, In
November, President Ho Chi Minh sent a.
telegram to M. Georges Bidault, the President.
of the French Government, informing him of
the unilateral creation of a French Custumpe
Office in the port of Haiphong and protest.ng
against this step,

On  December 6th, after the Haiphong
massacre, President Ho Chi Minh, ina speech
on the radio, asked the French Na_tio__a'
Assembly to  put the modus v:';=mrri_l'-: int,
operation ''so as to lay the foundation for
sincere afid lasting Franco-Vietnamese co-op-
eration,

On December 15th, President Ho Chi Minh #
sent a further message lo Loon Blum, President 3
of the Council of Ministers, proposing vel again
the application of the modus 1.'r'1'u-u_¢l.r:',

Un December 31st, some days after the‘
the war had become general throughoutViet-Nam,.
the Vietnamese Government renewed its proposal
to the French Government.

Whose Aggression?

news stated that a.
was responsible {for

In France, distarted
Viet Minh "“aggression '
the confiet. :

A serious debate began in the French
National Assembly. The M.I"'s of the minority,
reflecting the views of the most diverse milienx,
demanded that an immediate end be put to
this war on f[ree peoples which violated the
French Constitution and  agreements signed
in the name of France.

To be continued next week.
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ATS HARD ON
WORKING WIVES :

by ARUNA

of marketing are among the inevitables
in running a home, however
preblems become much
g0 out to work of

Planning the

budget and
carefully are the most difficult fasks that any middle class
these days.

fumily

lower amiddle ¢lass woman has to face
With fhe cost of living rising the house

runming

home

the

wife has to

fight against many odds to keep things moving smoothly.

The difficulties and expense of se.vants and the problems

budget.

_Shopping and Storage.

Take,

more

that
large or small.

are involved
And these

serious for those of us who
to add to the ineome side of the family

for instance shopping. 1n the case of the working

housewife, shonping in Colombo sometimes presents an almost
tnsoluble problen.

g
]

e

Ry

Gr | H |
* T 18 THE RENDEZVOUS OF THE |
VEGETARIANS, :

* 1T I8 A RESTHOUSE FOR THE ELITE. |
GREENLANDS IS UNIQUE IN CEYLON |
Shrukbery Gardens, !
‘Off Galle Road, 'Tf.lephone; Bl19&8%6 j
‘Bambalapitiya. Telegrams: ““ GREENLANDS ™ |
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With fluetmating
on the one
and  limited
storade  space  ab
home on the ather;
marketing becomes
an item in the prog=
ram of nearly every
Aday. Buving provi.
<long on o montnly
hasis and storing it
up for gradual use
is a prachical prop-
asition only in the
cage 0of a4 very few
conmtnodities.  To
begin with it may
require the invest-
ment and locking
up of & large sum
of money in ad,an
Lo

prices

gidle

Then there isthe
question of where
to keep provisons
until they are cons.
umed. Many nomes
Jdo not have store
rooms. Even in
those that do have,
the store room has
maite olten to  he
converted into an
extra  bedroom as
ehildren grow up,
Few houses except
those of  very
modern eonstruet-
ion have kitchens
with storage space
sullicient even to
keep all the cook-
ing wutensils and
sadgets, Proper use
or the space that is
available demands
the construction of
apecially designed
shelves and cupho=
safes

that

ards, meab

and  bhoxes

st fit in.

But even ready
Tioak
faod

are expensive eno.

made safes

and almirahs
ugh for those wha
can afford to it se1.
entifically designed
wforage,
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Provisions .and = groceries bought
monthly involve other problems as tell,
Ants, rats, lies and damb must all be kept
at bay. Ewen those who ave lucky enough
to-be able to afford a vefrigerator cannot
keep all their foodswuffs within its chilled

walls. A cool-roam would he vequired
for that, Ho therve is ihe question of
items. whieh perish or ferment when

kept for ton long. There is the 1.cceossity
for air sight containers, hottles or tins,
for the smaller itams,; and the need ta
keap rust from the lid-,

Weekly Purcl.asing

Then consider nrice {luctuations
during the month. In most cases only
ab the beginning of the month is there
sufticient funds to finance large scale
nurchases.  Aund that is the very time
when everyvbody else too. has money.
So the prices for a Yew davs after pay
day are usually hicher, Most often you
stand to loose on bulk buying heoth on
the price and then on the wastage in
quantity that is inevitable over sy
day period,

So it is weekly provisions that * emains
more workable. It does seem easier and
cheaper to plan the expenditure and
marketing for just a week. Weekly
huying gives a better chance to check on
the amounts brought home, the amounts
constumed, and the amounts left in stoek.
And it is easier fo keep puce with
changes of market prices within a period
of seven days,

But this it just where the —““ar
difficulties of the working wife arise. Is
theve time once a week for a wmajor
shopping expendition to get the whole
burchasing job done in one shor? 'The
expense of an oufing by taxi coull nef
be justified for the smaller quantity of
goods required for one week., And with
the existing shop closing times there is
no other way to get the whole job done
in one day. So that part must be done
one day and part the next. And in the
end it hecomes a little bit each day.
And even that eannot bhe properly
planned because a lot depends on how
soon the bus will take {irst to go home
and then to go to the shops. Then
again on which shop has the partienlar
variety of goods that are wanted, and
whether it 18 possible 1o get to the »exf
shop hefore the shutters go up.

Closed Shops,

Here the worst enemy of the working
house-wife are the labour regulation
that keep the shops closed until nine im
the mornin ; and after six in the evening.
The municipal markets by eomparison
are mueh hetter. What a nuisance if i

{ eontinue on page 15 ]
v
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FOR ALL YOUR

MOTOR SPARES & ACCESSORIES

“"BRIHARD"”’ BATTERIES

ETC; e

| THE BRITISH HARDWARE & MOTOR STORES LTD.

56,58, FRENT STREET s PETTAH 5 coLoMBO.

Branch:- 24, RIFLE STREET, SLAVE ISLAND,
Gramns: “BRIHARD® Phone: 5671

e T e

|

THE BHARAT FIRE & GENERAL INSURANCE LTD.

[ INCOE FED IN INDIA: MEMBEKS LIABILITY LIMITED)

TRANSACLCTS

FIRE INSURANCE

Chief Agency Office:
53. 2/T. MUNSOOR BUILDING.
MAIN STREET, COLOMBO 11.

Chief Agent for Ceylon: V. R. SOMANATHAN

{
i
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THE WORLD THIS WEEK

Continued from Page 7

~In Indo-China, the battle for Dien
Bien Phu goes on with savage ferocity.
It has now beeome (uite apparent that
the Bao Dai Government has littie or
no suppert among the people and that
the position of the French conld not he
saved unless foreign troops were brought
to their resecue.

And over all thig, hangs the gloom
~of the hydrogen bomb. The fact that
this homh is in the possession of the

two great world powers has had a
sobhering effeet on those whao wanted
o yush into war to regain Indo-China
for France and the mainland of China
for Chiang-kai-Shek.
Premiers” Conference

At this goes to press on

Friday afternoon. the five South
Jast Aclan  Premijers seem  to
have reached a”deadlock on alf
matters. Pakistan has been the
stormy petrel. Ali {irst tred to
block discussion by raising the

red herring of Kashmir, and
when Nehru retorted that he
would diseuss RKashmir if the
U. S. Pakistan Pact were put
on the agenda. Al cooled off.

But he showed his  hand
qgain in the discussion on Indo-
China because it had a elause
that all foreign troops an d
interference should be withdrawn.
~ Undaoubtedly. a Prime Minister
~who reeceives U. S, arms aid and

and invites U. S. interference in
Pakistan affairs cannot very

well object to U. 5. interference
in Indo - China,

Pakistan also wanted the
gonference to start a crusade
against Communism and when
India and Indonesia objected.
Al stated that he would back
out of the support he had
given for the resolution against
colonialism. Indonesia pointed
that eolonialism was  ahistorical
fact and that Communisim was
only an idology, but this ‘was
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JUST BRIEFLY

Continued from Page I

It was also known that Mr. Dndley
_Senanavke had declined the honour with
thankse 1t is  helieved that he had
indicated that he would be happier to
meet fhe common man in Ceyvlon not
burdened with any Dyperial Honours.

During the London Conference
itself, it is said, that*the Dritish Premier,

Sy Winston Cnurchill himself, at a
apecinl lunch, had repeated the same
offer. Mr. Dudley Senanayake had
onee again declined it mueh to Sir
Winston s chagrin, it is believed.

For some unknown reason, Mu,

Dudley Senanvake's activities seemen to
be blacked out in the local dailies. 1
lnow that he has addressed a very largde
numhber of meetings in the last six weels,
and that some ol the meetings are h' 1ger
than some high-iighted in the press as
“mammoth’, Baek.benchers and others
in the U. N. P .seem ‘o find comfort in
taking him for meetings in their consti-
tuencies, He is still a draw.

lost on Pakistan.

Burma, India and Indonesia
proposed that Red Chinu be
immediately  given  recognition
and her place in® the U. N. O.
but Pakistan. again vigorously
objected. .-

The only matter on which
the Premuerg seemed to  agree
was that there should be a stand-
still on H. Bomb. But even here,

Mohamed Al of Pakistan felt
that Communism was- a  greater
menace than - the  Hydrogen

Bomb. When John Foster Dulles
reads of Ali's great doings. it will
warin up the cockles of the great
American’s heart.

Ceylon  painfully  frailed
behind Pakistan. though a lttle
unemphatically. It become obvi-
ous that Ceylon had no consistent
forcign policy of her own. and for
some  Strange reason “chose  to
follow Mohamed Ali’s fead on all
matters. forgetting that Al has
been repudiated in his own provi-
nce of East Pakistan, and that
Opposition to him in West Pakis-
tan 18 openly gaining ground.
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WOMAN AND HOME

Continued fiom Page 12
g

to ereep through the door of one ol the
few shops in the suburbs that run the
sauntlet. make the neeessary purchases
and then find the door barred (rom the
ingide 1n rvesponse to rumours of @
prowling  inspector ‘in  the  vieinify.
Half an hour may be wasted until the
seare digs down and one is allowed to
creep out again, For the next two weeks,
perhaps the letter of the law may he
observed, and no after hour marketing
can he done at all.

Could not some change be wade
these controlled howrs for suburban shops 7
While maintaining the reasonable maxi-
wam working day of 8 hours, could thete
not hesome [lexibility in the actual hours
of bhusiness, For .nslance morning
sesgion from 8 t0 12 noon and an evening
gession from 4 4o 8 pom. would be much
move suibed to Colombo suburban condis

full tim~ " _use
these hours moie
those enforeed ab

tions,
Wives
convenient

Burely  even
would [ind
than

2 L4
Irase
RE=Eaial 61 2

These, then, are some of the
problems that militate aganst the work.
ing woman taking a planned and personal
interest in the family marketing. Ravely
arriving home before 5.30 or 6 . m. she
has w hazardons start o the whole
voutine of house management, Some
velief might come by more common Sease
apphied to shop-hour legislatior,, o kitchen
designs of both houses and furniture, and
to credit and delivery facilities from the
vetail shops. But then most of these

things are controlled by mere men.

had no [oreign
poliey of her own, why did she
not take inspiraton from the
leaders of stable Governments
such as India and ITndonesia and
whose populations — constitube
over 75% of the total popnlation

i Ceylon

of the South Fast Asia region 2.

The Views and Comments
Expressed by our
Correspondents
and
Contributors are nst
necessarily those of the
paper.
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1954 “VOLKSWAGEN”
WITH 5 BRAKE HORSE POWER EXTRA!
AVAILABLE TIMMEDIATELY |

Improcved Performance!

=¥ Now, continusus cruising at 68 m p.h !
letter climbing ability

% Engine cubic capacity increased from
b3l ceito 119 ce

&« More Silent engine!
# Fuel consumption as low as ever |
% More comfortable front and
rear seats!
% No speed limits during

* running-in "' period !

(INSTALMENTS ARRANGEDD

NEW REDUCED PRICE.

CLARENCE AMERASINGHE & CO., LTD.
424, Urion Plzce, Colcmbo 2. | Tel: 91791-3.

Printsd and k--ublishenlhi'??f)éiﬁxi'ai, residing at 109-2/5, Dan Street, Colc mbo-12 at Lanka Printers & Publistiers Eimsited .
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