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PASSPORT CURBS UNJUST

— CIVIL LIBERTIES ENDANGERED

The :F]g’_?_':.“'!"n_'.?!r}f"-q_".s" thitt were p;"m.'c{f
i the way of two vcitizens of
Ceylon in the matter of getting
thelr passports to go abroad is
something  which  cannot be  so

castly  glossed over. Dr. Colvin
R de Silva and Mr. P. Buala

Thanpoe were issued their pass:
ports only after a great deual of
trouble and on the wmost hwmili-
ating conditions, Dr. de Silva's
passport is walid for a limited
period and he is debarred from
wsiting dny country other than
those for which he has obtained
visas . in Colontho.,

Mr. P, Bala Thampoe had to
sign an undevtaking that “he
would not embarrass the ‘govern.
ment .of Ceyvlon abroad or visit
any comaunist country.” Tt muy
st be remembered that bhoth
these persons are cilizens of
Ceylon by descent and are advo-
cates of the Supreme Court of
the Tsland, It is true that their
politics is different from that of
the Prime Minister, hut in a de-
moeratie couniry tike Ceylon
freedom of political opinion 1is
said to be inherent in the system
itzelf.

The ‘decision of the Prime
Minister to withold issue of pass-
ports to personz “likely to eause
<mbarrassment to the {Government
or hkely to misuse their pass

R B

ports by going to countries for
which their passports are aob
valid’” is a denial of an elemen-
tary human right and democratic
freedom. A Government which
feels that any ecriticism about its
policies is a “"cause of embarrass:
ment”” has no vight to eall itself
democratic,

withholds passports

To say tha$ a passport has been
“misused” becanse its holder has
country - whieh was
not mentioned at the time of issue
is ignorance of international prae-
tice which entitles aperson to obta-
in an endorsement from a competent
authority in any country he may
find himself in to ¢o wherever

gone Lo o4

he'is permitted to go. For instance
a Ceylon passport holder may
obtain an endorsement in Paris
from the British Consular  Office
(which is'the competent authority
looking after Cevlonese affairs) to
go to Mexico, though Mexico was
not a country which was endorsed
on the passport when it was issued
in Colombo.

The deny a person the normal
rights of any passport holder is
to enforce humiliating and undemo-
cratic conditions on the liberties
of an individual,

This decision of the Prime
Minister fo withhold passports to
persons he does not like or whose
politics he disapproves is an un-
doubted threat to, our civil liberties.
Unless the Gevernment reverses
its poliey on this matter, this coun-
try will soon find itself envelo-
ped by faseism in the manner
and technique of Joe MeCarthy.

Furthermore, the objection the
Prime Minister has to  persons
going to communist countries
goes contrary to the spirit and
essence of our foreign poliey.
Ceylon’s foreign policy is said to
be peutrality and non-involvement
in either power bloe. If persons
are to be stopped from going to the
countries belonging te one bloe,
similar prahibiticn must he enfore-
ed in regard to the other bloe. To
allow persons to go to Washington
and” to refuse them the right to
go te amy ecountry Washington
oblects to is llogieal and unfair.



TWO NEW DAILIE

The two daily papers, the
Guardian in Bnglish and Jativa
in Sinhalese came out on June
1st  from the Swadesdi News-
papers [&d., making journalistic
history. x

This is the first time in Ceylon
that two papers in two different
languages wers horn simultaneo-
usly. And that too without a
Rotary Press or lino machines
and all the paraphernalia associa-
ted with a modern newspaper.

The two papers are good to look
at and prove good reading, even
though there isn't much® news in
them, But it's too early to judge.

[n display and
have very

make-up  they
little to learm from
old vivals, If anything, there is
mueh in  these two newspapers
that others might imitate. [ need
not stress this point us Lake House

needs no tutor when it comes to
copying.
The Jativa is miles ahead of

Janata in its make-up, display
and general « presentation. — The
Guardian, being the first English
tabloid, 1t is difficult to assess

it.  But  bothh papers deserve
congratulations.
Life and Kick
Now that Lake House has

another strong contender - shall 1
eall the new organisation without
offence - " Bake House ?

Anyway, there is a good deal
of lile and kick in both the papers.
Mryr. Gilbert Perera, who is the
head of the organisation, should
be proud of what he has achieved.

The two papers
good as any other. Mr. Lionel
Fernando formerly ol the Times,

Mr. Cyrus W. Burvendra, Mry.
Dennis  Fernando, Mr. Vincent
de Silva and a number of other
able men.

Ag far as I am concerned, the
more daily papers the better, for
journalists, the country and the
people.

2

have a stalf as

The Lankadipa tne

welecomed
two new contemporaries according
to the best journalistic traditions.

Others took no notice.
Brief Skirmish
I find there has been a brief

uneventful skirmish between the
Lankadipa and the Dinamina over
the likelihood of increasing the
rice ration. It wounld appear that
in February this year the Dinag
mina gave hope that soon either
the ration would be increased or
the price reduced or that both
might bt done simultaneously.
The Leankadipa contradicted the
storv but the Dingminag insisted
that. they were right and asked

¢he public to the judge by vesults,

After waiting

four months for
vesults which never came, the
Dinamina lagt week published =
statement from the Food Minister
that there will be no change
in the rvation or the price! Prom-
ptly  the Lankadiba reminded
readers ol what the Dinamina
had said earlier and how the
Lewkadipa  had contradicted the
news! Bub “the Dinaminag though
vanquished, is arguing stitl.  All
that 1 know “is that we have
had mno additional ration. And
the bhest proof of the igice)

pudding is in the eating!
Hulugalle and Party

My
of the
last  week ssems to have hurt
Sardonyx of the Daily News who
points out that the appointment

reference to the retirement

of NMr. Hulugalle as EBEnvoy to
Rome was displayed in all the
apers.  That was  ust the point.

e

His retirement was ignored. dis
new appointment was played up,
alter any paragraph appeared!

I notice from " "Tatlers Diary”
that Mr. Hulugalle has bsen given
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former Information Officer

old

certainly was a

a party by his friends and
colleagues. That
fing” gesture in a ecountry so full
of pettiness and jealousy. From
what T have heard, T gather Lake
House was mostly represented by
the managerial side of the business
not the HKditoriall

On the Shelf

There are a large number ¢f
journalists put “on the shell ' at.
present at lLake House,

No. 1. in this species ic Mr,
H. D. Jansz, formerly Fditor of
the Observer. Nexi comes Mr.
Jayanta  Padmanabha, fovrmerly
Editor of the Daily News., The
third is Mr. H., S. Liyanage for-
merly  Editor of the Silumine.
The fourth is Mr. Austin de Silva
lor formerly Chiel sub editor of’
the Daily News.

There are two kindsof ourna-
lists at Lake House to all appea-
rances. There are the practising.
journalists. Therve are also n o w
preaching ‘eurnalists. After the
bitth of Jana, a wise-cracker told
me the other day that theve has
been born o new rvace of Jan a
lists as opposed to ouwrnalists!
New' Acting Editor

Me. Torvi de Souza, EHditor eof
the Times has lelt for the United
States of America on some kind
ol Rockfellow Foundation Sechol-

arship. | am surprised. 1 was.
under the impression the Times
organisation could not he bribed
by the American Embassy. Alth-

ough Lakes House has been hrihed
many times—Messrs. Jayantha Pad-
manabha, Denzil Peiris, and Aubrey
Couette,—this is the first time a
Times man has accepted such a
hribe. Ceming immediately after
the Tiymes antagonism [or Ameri-
can aid this move seems rather
ominous. :

Mr. F. Gunawardena is perhaps.

the luckiest man in Cevlonm
journalism. A  Reporfer a few
years ago, he worked as News

Continued on Page 15
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EINSTEIN ON FREEDOM &
WITCH-HUNTING

On March 13, in Princeton, New
Jersey, U S. A, some 200 hundred
educationists, ministers, writers, and
scientists gathered in a conference
to honour Albert Einstein’s 75th
birthday. The famed scientist him.
self did not attend the conference but
he submitted his written answers to
five questions relating to academic
freedom and political inquisitions,

In them he reiterated his advice
to intellectuals ‘“‘tc refuse to co.ope-
rate in any undertaking that violates
“he constitutionai rights of the indivi.
dual” and suggested a fupd to
provide legal counsel and other assis-
tance to these who risk their liveli
hood in defying witch-hunting investi-
gations,

Dr, Corliss Lamont warned th~
conference: ‘‘We must disagree
drastically and forever with those
who weuld limit civil liberties only
ta those who agree with them. Civil
liberties are Indivisible.”

Dr. Einstein declined a propesal
that a delegation bring flowers to
him and was quoted as saying:” You
may bring {lowers to my door when
the last witch.hunhter is silenced,
but not before.”

Hollowing are his .answers to
the five questions:
WHAT 1S THE ESSENTIAL NATURE OF
ACADEMIC FREEDOM AND WHY IS5 IT
NECE$SARY FOR THE PURSUIT OF TRUTH?

“By academic {reedom I under-
stapd the right to search for truth
and to publish and teach what one
holds to be true. This right also
implies a duty: one must not
conceal any part of what one has
recognised to bhe true. Lt is evident
that any restriction of academie
freedom acts in such a way as to
hamper the dissemination of know-

ledge among the people and
thereby impedes rational judge-

ment and aection.”
2. WHAT THREATS TO ACADEMIC
EFREEDOM DO YOU SEE AT THIS 'l‘l.\-[l':?
*The threat to academic free-
dom in our time must be seen
in the fact that, because of the
alleged external danger to our
country, freedom of teaching,
mutbual exchange of opinions, and
freedom of press and other media
of communication are encroached
upon or obstructed. This is done
by creating a situation in which

people feel their economie posi-
tions. endangered. Consequently
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more and more people avoid
expressing their opinion freely,
even in their private social life.
This is a state of affairs which a
democratic government eannot
survive in the long run.”

3. WHAT IN YOUR VIEW ARE THE
PARTICULAR RESPONSIBILITIES OF A
CITIZEN AT THIS TIME IN THE

DEFENSE OF OUR TRADITIONAL FREE-
DOMS AS EXPRESSED IN OUR BiLL OF
RicHTrs ?

“The strength of the Constitu-
tion lies entirely in the determi-
nation of each eitizen to defend
it. Only if every single -citizen
feels duty bound to do his share in
this defense are the constitutional
rights secure. Thus, a duty is
imposed on everyone which n o
one must evade, notwivhstanding
the rigsks and dangers for him and
his family.”

4. WI]A']' IN YoUR OPINION ARE THE
SPECIAL OBLIGATIONS OF AN INTELLE-
CTUAL  IN A DEMOCRATIC SOL‘-IET\'?

“In prineiple, everybody s
equally involved in defending the
econstitutional rights. The intelle-
ctuals in the widest sense of the
word are, however, in a special
position since they have, thanks
to their gpecial training, a
particularly strong influence on
the formation of public opinion.
This is the reason why those who
are about fo lead us toward an
authoritarian  government are
particularly concerned with
intimidating and muzzling that
group. It is, therefore, in the

present situation especially impor-
tant for the intellectunals to da
their duty. I see this duty in
refusing to co-operate in any
undertaking that violates tha
constitutional rmghts of the  indi-
vidual. This holds in particular
for all inquisitions that are con-
cerned with the private life and
the politieal affiliations of the
citizens. Whoever co-operates in
such a case becomes an accessory
to acts of vielation or invalida-
tion of the Constitution,”

5, WHAT IN YOUR OPINION IS THE
BE3T WAY TO HELP THE VICTIMS OF
FOLITICAT. INOUISITIONS ?

“1t is important for the defence
of eivil liberties that assistance
be given to the vietims of this
defense who in the ahove-mentio-
ned inquisitions have refused to
testify, and beyond that to all
those who through these inquisi-
tions have suffered material loss
in any way. In particular, it
will be necessary to provide legal
counsel and to find work for them.

“This requires monev, the collec-
tion and use of which should be
put into the hands of a small
organisation under the supervision
of persons known to be trastwor-
thy. This organisation should be
in contact with all groups goncer-
ned with the preservation of eivil
rights. In this way it should be
possible to solve this important
problem without setting up another
expensive [und-raising muchinery.”’
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN DAY WAS
QBSERVED IN soscow,

LEMING DAY CAN BE OB-

SERVED IN wasHNGTON S

By -Courtesy : Shankar’s Weekly.
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The amazing degrce to  which
Banks inctlfe developed industrial
countries have competed to attract

aven the smallest deposit custo
mer shows the extent to which
mature bankers price quantity-

rather than quality .in the matter
of eurrent accounts. A very large
number of small deposits provide
the soundest, steadiest and broadest
basis on which fo grant accomod-
afion to their borrowing clients,
Quality 1s the watchword for
overdrafts wnd loans, but quantity
for deposits.

Deposits

But active competition for depo-
@ity is a weakening feature in a
bank's development only when
there are no more potential depo-
sits vemaining outside the whole
bhanking system.

I Ceyvlon that stage is nof yet
o the remotest banking horizol.

And at the present
Covlon, the stage when banking
habits are juft , ereeping beyond
a strietly upper middle class eli-
entele, there is nol, and cannot
he, any competition among banks
for qugntity in deposits. On the

stage in

it

AUTHORISED CAPITAL
SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL

RESERVE FUNDS

approved constituents.,
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THE INDIAN BANK LIMITED

{Incorporated in the Republic of India-Liability of Members is Limited).

CALLED AND PAID UP CAPITAL

DEPOSITS AS ON 30-6-53

HEAD OFFICE :
NORTH BEACH ROAD,
Over 80 Branches throughont Madras Presidency, Bombay and Delhi.
OVERSEAS BRANCHES : .
SINGAPORE - KUALA LUMPUR -PENANG-MALACCA - COLOMBO
Agents & Correspondents in all the important centres of .ihe World —
London Agents—WESTMINISTER BANK LTD.
New York Agents—NATIONAL CITY BANK OF NEW YORK
Foreign Bill- negotiated and Letters of Credit opened in all centres for

Current and Savings Accounts are opened and Fixed Deposits received.
BANKING DBUSINESS OF EVERY
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contrary, the more the banks
actively seek the depositg, the
more rapidly will the deposits

come in. This rapidity will yield
benefit not only to each of and
all the banks participabing in the
drive for deposits, but also to
the entire borrowing community
of entrepreneurs,

It is said that in the expan-
ston towards a wnational banking
deposit service every extension of

banking facilities breeds the dem-

and for wmore to the people.
Cheques Tacilitate

Thus the retail trader who finds
that some of his enstomers would
like to pay by cheque, and that
some of his wholesale suppliers
*prefer to receive payment by

cheque will himself find a banking .

account imcreagingly desirable.
And he in turn will eventually per-

- suade his other customers and his

other wholesalers to deal by cheque.

-
Again the landlord who receives
one or two monthly rent cheques
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For A Vigorous Banking Policy-5

EXTEND
THE SERVICE

— by RUPEE

and who finds that rates and
taxes are also payable by cheque
will appreciate the advantages of
deposit banking. After opening
his ‘account at the nearest bank
he will prefer his other tenants
to pay- their rent in cheque form.
And if most of his tenants arn
clerks, they too will wish to
receive their salaries by cheque
or bank transfer to enable them
to deposit their inceme in the

hank and settle their debts by
cheque,
Thus in a heavily populated

area the opening of a new bank
will make that area a happy
breeding ground for a second or
even a third bank. [t will also
spread the desire - for banking
service to it ‘hinterland and fo
the next marketing centre along
the road.

Extension

When banking facilities were
first introduced to Kalutara, these
very faecilities inereased the demand
and necessity for banking serviee
in Mathugama. By way of rea-
etion the opening of a branch
bank ‘there would give a further
fillip to the banking habit in
Kalutara. And from the point
ol view of the Kalutara Bank it
would make no difference which
bank it was who extended banking
to Mathugama., And if either of
these banks were to go a little
further and open up shop in
Aluthgama, both would again bene-
fit by the reaction while the
new branch took in the benefit
of the piloneering by the others.

r

The well known prineiple of
adolescent banking developement
enunciated above ecan thus. be
further elucidated as follows.

Every extension in banking faci-
lities provided by any one 'bank
will breed the demand for service
‘and ‘the availability - of depesils
Sfor all the other banks.
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T he Indian Problem

by Sir John Kotelawala

THE HISTORICAL

BACKGROUND

The ‘‘Indian’’

economic significance,
have an objective

what others think.

‘‘Tribune’’ starts
sfIndian?

Premier,

problem are welcome.

question
of the most pressing problems
It is a political question with a great deal of
To enable our readers to
picture
propose to publish tre views

persons and parties who matter.
rgent views are being held on this subject at the
moment, the first sten is for everybody to know

this open forum on the

question with the statement made by the
Sir John Kotelawala,
Representatives on March lst 1954.

i Articles and comment from our readers on this

is undoubtedly one
in Ceylon today.

of the problem, ws
and opinions of
As widely dive-

in the House of

— Editor

The proposals agreed to  bet
ween The Prime Minister of India
and the Prime Minister of Cevlon
at the discussions they had re
cently at Delhi resavding a

settlement of certain outstanding

maftters between the two Gover
nments are now  tabled
Parliament, Thes: proposals were
accepted by thes Cabinet at, a
meeting held on January 23th, 1954,
1t might be added that the discus-
sion that took place between the
two DPrime Ministers was con
ducted in an atmosphere of the
utmost friendliness and goodwill.

History

It might not bhe without perti-
nence 3o this occasion 1f the
history of the Indian question
were set  oul, though hriefly,
from the beginting., The ITndian
question may be said fto have
starfed for Ceylon with the ope-
ning of plantations or estates in
the tervitory of the {ormer Kandyan
Kingdom by British ecapital in
in the third decade of the last
ecentury. The local population,
which was Binhalese hy race and

JUNE 5, 1954

hefore

language and Buddhist by religion,
ocecupied and owned the paddy
lands in the valleys of this fer
vitory while it used the .hills,
which were coversd with jungle
or patna, [ov the pasturing of eattle,
the gatherving of firewood and timber
and the cutivation of ¢henas. The
British treated these  unoceupied
hills as Crown lands and disposed of
them at nominal vates to capitalists
who were prepared to cultivate
coffee {and, after the lailure of
colfee, tea and rubber). ;

Indian Lahoqr

Labour wag imnported {rom South
India and housed on the estates. Tt
was imported by foreign capitalists,
with the assistance of the foreign
Government then in power. It
was aceorded special privileges,
some of them by statute, and
labourers were given facilities of
travelling up and down bhetween
Ceylon and their homes in India,
In course of time the BSinhalese
population in  the TKandyan vil-
lages multiplied withont having
room for expansion, for it was
penned into its parrow valleys

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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by the estates. Thus one findg
boday in the valleys, cultivating -
their ancestral lands, the Kand yn,ns.:.,'
who observe their ancient traditions,
while on the hillsides hetween
those valleys iz a migrant popu-

lation of South Indian  wage-
earners, who observe the social
traditions of Bouth India. These
two sections ol the population

do not mix, for thev are difler
rent in religion, language, social
tradition and oeceupation. In
most countries a migrant  popu-
lation can be absorbed into the
indigenous population in one
generation. In Ceylon it is still
“indian ' after three generations.

Migrant

The term “ migrant” is, how-
ever, used in three senses. In
the first place the population has
been imported within the last
100 years. In the second place,
a large part of that population
ig still domiciled in South India.
Many of the families in Ceylon
maintain contact with their rela-
tives in India and visit fheir
ancestral  villages  every year.
Iiven families which have been
long resident in Ceylon maintain
contact with India so that, for

instance, the young men marry
wives from within the appro
priate sociul groups in  India.

In the third place, population is
migrant i that it is not attached
to the soil but moves about from
estale to estate as employment
offers. For this reason, even his
identification is often a matber
of considerable difficulty. Within
the same provinece, the same dis-
trict and even the same village
area, thers are thus two distinet
communities, unable to speak
each other’s lansuago, having no
social or economic relations with
each other, and having in fact
nothing in common save ' geo
graphical propinguity. This is
the picture so *ar as the Indian
population resident the estates is
concerned. This population cons:
titutes by far the largest propor-
tion of the Indian population in

COHtiT‘I ued an I‘a.gﬂ 12
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Sirv John & Cevlon’s PRO.

“mier

Though many politicall v
intitiated Ceylon Indians in their
present agonised mood might have
been harbouring a feeling of being
immaturedly treated by India's
envoy in Ceylon, C. C. Desai, and
though many in Ceylon might
consider him as trving to solt-pedal
Sir John Kotelawala, but knowing
as T do the sincerity of Desai,
my feeling is that he has all along
been honestly frying to shdve
the complefest faith in his Cambri-
dge friend, and if that friendship is

now slackened the fault iz not
s0 much his as it is that of Sir
John, whom. many politieal ob-
servers in New  Delhi now
consider to be a man who is

likely fo be, influenced by shallow

loeal eonsiderations. .

Not Discreet

i
Envov Desai’s faith in® Pre-
Sir  John was unhappily
misplaced, but it was not quite
incorrect: for a diplomat, as the
famous columnist Walter [ippman
onee said, cannot afford to start
his premiser by mishelieving the

-other’s bonafides. 1t is, this astute

American forsisn expert feels, a
view with' which many arve likely
to  agree, better to lose heing
correctly diplomatic than being
abruptly ' undiplomatie.

To have relied too much upon
slippery Bir John was not perhaps
discreet for Desai, but then ob
servers here [leel nothing hag been
lost by takiug the “first step”
in enacting the Delhi Pact for
nothing has been conceded there,
if Ceylon has nothing to offer
in return. A Paet iz alter all a
two-way traffic and when it is
broken, as it has undoubtedly been,
it is easier to pinpoint diplomatic
actions, which if ueeéssary, must
here he peaceful but none the less,
as everybody in New Delhi con-
firm, iron-firm and straight from
the shoulder.

]

Action Needed

A wise professor once said that
if a tornado approached his home
he would mot pass resolutions
regretting it, but would elose the
shutters, baten evervthing down,
and get under eover until it hlew
past. A feeling iz growing now
deep in  India that the Cevlon

Democratic Congress could take
an appropriate cue irom the said
prolessor's axiom. Resolutions

they have had but only too many.
It is ngw' apparent from their
present bearving that their period
of politieal adolescence is over
and that it was time to sit up
and he active. J

Though Sir Jeohn has long been
known in, Cevlon for “acting
\\'it,hf311t§evel' bothering to think,”
India has had of late too many bum-
pings {rom the Ceylon Premier
which supports the epithet. Sir
John has the irritating knack of
dropping political bricks at the
least suspected of places. His
government's latest brainwave fo
decitizenise “‘registered citizens

who are found guilty of anti-state
activities’’ smacks not only of
"McCarthyism” as is put by

A, Aziz, the former President of
the Ceylon Demoecratic Congress,
but it shows foo eclearly a sini
ster link-up.

Sir John is  being suspected
here of relying unduly on  support
from Governments whieh  are
notoriously unfmendly to  India.
The Ceylon . Premier may feel
flatterad with these distant govern-
ment’s econstantwooings, but surely
Sir John and his supporters in
the Government cannot be bhlind
to facts which bind the small
brave island of GCevlon to the
sprawling big neighbour which
has had centuries of unbroken
ties of friendship.
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Ceylon House

At the risk of giving a handle
to interested parties in Ceylon, |
would share with my readers the
scandals that are now prevalent
in the office of the Ceylon High
Jommissioner in. New Delhi.

The internal trouble in ftha
digh Commision beginsg with, 1
am told, the Public Relations
Officer, one Yogendra Doraiswamy,
1Tis dislike for the [irst Secretary
of his Mission is o scute that,
unwilling to  work under him
during the High Commissioner's
recent absence [rom India, he left
for Madras and never turned wup
to show his faee till the return of
the envovy. Though it 1s a
fact that Doraiswamy has the least
knowledge of what public relations
ig, his pompous attitude with
friendly journalists in the Capital
makes him a laughing stock and
so journalists with whom he is
supposed to be keeping good
relations lave ceased calling
on him.

The scandal about this PRO is
that he has started a Ceylonese
organization in New Delhi in

which not all Ceylonese have a
place. Though to put up only
a show to Sir John during his
visit here thiz organization was
formed, many Cevlonese here are

Justifiably piqued at the high-han-
ded way in which the PRO tried
to manoeuvre his way through.

1 am told by an unimpeachable
source that tha PRO let out his
official residence [or an inflated
consideration to the First Seeretary
of the Royal Thai Embassv, one
Tswarbakti, and continued drawing

his housing allowance while he
managed to stay at the High

Commissioner’'s own residence.
May 2z, 1634 Shibdas Baneri
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PAKISTAN DECLARES WAR
ON DEMOCRACY

i,
SN

W.M Jﬁ‘a..aml"mmi B

Pakistan has stolen the head-
lines again in so far as South
East Asia is concerned. Whilst
the Geneva talks .on Asia are
proceeding satisfactorily, Pakistan
about ten days ago signed its Aid
and Arms Pact with U. 8
and ab the time of writing ha s
distinguished itself hy sackinga
popularly elected Governmen.
in Bast Pakistan simply because
it did not see eye to eye with the
Central Cabinet consisting o
men who have never faced a
popular poll in recent times.

U. S. Prompting

It does not neel any special
political knowledge to know that
there is an intimate connection
between the Pact with the U. S.
and the action taken against the
Fast Pakistan Government. For
one thing, the Central Cabinet
without any popular support
would never have dared to take
the action it has but for active
encouragement [rom bloodhounds
from Washington,

Everything is being done in the
best McCarthvian sty le. Al
.seeks to justify his undemocratic
and highly deplorable aetions by
raising the red herring of comm-
anism from the muddy stream of

his bankrupt politics.
The riots in East Bengal which
huve led to the loss of many
lives, which independent observe-
rs believe were started by agents
provocateurs of the U, 5,—Al
caucus, the Pakistan Premier
attributes to “‘communists’™. )

Goering

Frank Moraes, Editor ef the
Times of India was . in Karachi
when the U.S, Aid Pact was
signed. This is:‘how he opened
his first avticls :

“ WHEN the late Marshal
Goering took unto himself
Frau Emmy Sonneman as
his wife their nuptials were
signalised by the execution
of two Communists, Epstein
and Ziegler. Many Nazis
saw in this a symbolie blood
sacrifice to propitiate the god
of fertility,

" On the day before the
signing of the Pak-U, S8,
military aid pact, Section
144 prohibiting the assembly
of more than five persons
and the taking out of pro-
cessions was promulgated in
Karachi city. Almost simul-
taneously six communist
leaders were arrested under

LAHORE PARPER 5AYS MCCARTHY WiLL FEo
JEALOUS OF MOHD. ALT FOR HI5 ATTITULE YO

COoMMUNIS™M

— DULLES KNOWS WHOM HE
S BACKING .

JUNE 5 1954

By Courtesy : Shankar's: Weekly.
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the Security of Pakistan Act
and are likely to be detained
for a year., Many Pakistanis.
saw in this a propitious pro-
logue., to the pact with
America. But others were
heard to describe it as  the
first burnt offerings of Kara
chi to Washington. Propitia
tion takes many forms.’

In this context, the Dacca
riots seem to be a repetition of
the famous Reichstag Fire which
Goering staged as a prelude * to
enable the Nazis to ta ke over
dictatorial power.

Imperium in Imperio

Mr. Moraes in his two arti-
cles analyses the U, 8. aid Pact
and declares: “This document is
draped with more strings than
a grocer s parcel of merchandise.”

He goes on .to state:

“If as article 4 of the pact
provides, the entire U. S.
personnel working the agree
ment (ineluding even tempo-
rarily assigned personnel) are
to operate not under the
direction and econtrol of the
Pakistan Government but
under the direction and con-
trol of the American Amba-
ssador in. Karachi, then the
centre o f political gravity
must sooner or later shilt
from the Governor General
and Prime Minister to the
American Ambassador. Alo-
ngside Karachi Washington
will exercise in Pakistan
an gmpertum tn tmperio.

“The conelusion is fortified
by a further proviso wunder
the same article. This exten-
ds diplomatic immunity and
privileges to the entire U. S.
personnel, including t h o se
temporarily assigned. In
effect this means the resur-

Continued on Page 10
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GUARDIAN

The appearance this week
of two new dailies, the Guardian
and the Jativa, is one of the most
refreshing events in this country
for a lsng while. Particularly at
this time' when every prospect
seems so bleak, barren and depress-
ing, indepeadent journals can do a
gieat deal to persuade the 'public
and the powers that be to follow
more eunlightened policies which
are likely to produce fruitful
results.

“ We have no vested interest in
concealing or distorting facts and
opinions,”’ says the Guardian in its

first editorial, If this paper will
live up to this ideal, it will go a

long way ftowards bringing saniy
and balance into the muddled and

confused sfate of wnolities in this
Island to-day. .
Central Bank -]

The Ceylon Observer did well
to bring up the question about the
Central Bank and its reported
desire *to concentrate all Govern-
ment deposits in its  own vaults,
thus depriving the Bank of Cevlon
of funds for its manifold activities.

There 18 no doubt that the Cen-
tral Bank should be the hub of the
economic and financial activity in
this Island, but it is necessary to
make clear to those in charge of the
destinies of the Central Bank that
they should not- follow policies
which are blatantly detrimental to
the national interests, We do not
as yet know “he reasons why the
Central Bank is seeking to weaken
the Bank Ceylon, but we cannot
think of any reason good enough
for doing this. It is to bhe hoped
that the Observer will persist in its
support for the Bank of Ceylon and
continue 158 campaign to restrain
the Central Bank from initiating
anti-national policies. Too often
have the public witnessed the spec-
tacle of Lake House papers sudden-
ly dropping a good cause, with the

4

rezult that the man in the street
looks upon anything advocated hy

Lake House with doubf and
seepticism,
Rail Fares

All the daily papers announced

in great big headlines that the
iovernment had decided to eut rail
fares from July.  But when one

read beyond the headlines, one dis-

coverad that this eut in rail {ares
was confined to train travel within
twenty five milesof Colombo, Un-
doubtedly, this will bring some
measure of relief to a certain eclass
of travellers, bat there is no reason
for Government to diseriminate in
favour of travellers in and around

,Colombo and to ignore the equally

just claims of train travellers in
other parts of the Island.

It is unfortunate that Govern.
ment has not realised that the Rail-
way will begin to pay its own way
onlys when it is re-organised on
modern lines and that the method
of raising fares to meet losses is on

‘par with the antics of the gentle-

man who

cut his mnose to spife
his face. :

Suicide

The Sunday Times spotlighted
the inereasing number of suicides
in the island. Unemployment,
frustrated romanee, starvation and
hunger seem-to he the main causes
fof this inerease in the suicide
rate. It is, no doubf, the expe-
rience ol many countries that
suicides increase during trade
depressions and times of economie

erisis. That Ceylon is now righf
in the midst of an economie

mal#estrom is a matter about which
there ecan be no doubt.

And, fthough there is some
doubt as to how far this depre-

ssion is due to the narrow policies
of our government and how far it is
result of international forces
beyond our control, nobody will
deny that the Government seems
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supremely unconcerned about this
state of affairs. Government seems
more anxious to combat ahstract
and often mythical dangers arising
from a paranoic obsession against
“communism’’ rather than consider
and adopt measures to relieve the
sufferings of the people.

One such simple expedieLt
which countries like India and
Fgypt have vesorted to at this
time with success is to increase
trade with the Soviet group of
countries and Peoples China., Such
trade does not mean politicel
alignment, hut such trade will

not bhe possible if leaders of our
Government have no other pastime
than to make. carping eriticisms
of the governments and the way of
life in the secialist countries.

Our Government must also
realise that aid from another coun-
try in the form of subsidies or

consumers goods, even without
apparent strings, has not led to
happy results.  Aid to develop

industries is rarely given hecause
the industrial giants of the West-
ern Democracies do not as yeétb
believe in ereating rivals: and’
comupetitors. |

Philanthropic

The ehief of the United States
Information Servieces was in Col-
omho this week and he made some
refreshingly frank statements abcub
the scope and purpose of the -
organisation he heads. It was
not a ‘philanthropic” set up, he
stated, when questioned ahout
some of the activities of - tht
U.B.1.5. in Ceylon. This should
come as an unpleasant jolt to many
who have tended to helieve that
Washington is motivated by the
highest ideals of altruism and
philanthropy in running the U.S.-
1.8. This gentleman, moreover,
stated that one of the main aims
of the U.S.I.S. was “‘anti-comm-
unism’’. How does this fit in
with the degisions of the Colombo
Jonference of Asian Premiers? It
wag announced that * external
communist’’ and “anti-communist’’
ont  of
What of the U.S.18.?

wii i e
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TAPPING

Ju:r*BmEFLv—

SERENDIB—_“

TELEPHONES

A reader has pointed ouf to me,
in regard to my. remarks last
‘week about the tapping of a telepho-
ne, that phones have been tapped
in the past and are being tapped
inst now=-and that i1t is perfectly
legal to do so.

He draws my attention to sec
tirn 3 of Postal Ordinance of
1909 which he claims empowers
the authorities to tap phones.
He sent me a cutting from a
local newspaper in support of his
view. This news cutfing quotes
section 3,

I have read through with great
care section 3 as  reproduced
in this newspaper, and
1 cannot see how this sec
tion gives any power te anybody
to tap telephones. The section
empowers in times of ' public
.emergency’ or in the ' interesis
of public safety " to intercept or
detain messages for felegraphic
‘transmission. This section
only to telegraphic transmission,
and I do not see how it covers
telephone -conversations-unless of
course thera is weighty legal
opinion to say that telephones
and telegraphic transmission
w .an, the same thing-

Anyway, it is heart- rending to
see the demoecratic government of
@ free Sri Lanka dependent on

a law enacted by a colonial
regime to interefere with the
individual's right of {ree speech.
Misuse

Even if it s argued that for
veasons of publie security and
safety tapping phones is necessary,
there ean be no  excuse for the
number of phones that are said
to  be tapped these davs. It is
not enly the phones of ecommu-
‘hists, samasamjists-s.l.f. pers and
other Opposition stalwarts which
are being tapped. It may sui-
prise many to know that it is
_alleged that phones of good
: gtatmeh U.N.P.
'.Pﬁ'
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refers:

chieftains are also

tapped. Bvery U,N.-Per whao
was on the wrong side in
the Premier Stakes tussle No. 1
and No. 2 is said to be suspect.
Every one in the U.N.P. who is
helieved to have a hand in the
forthecoming Premier Stakes No.
3 is also said to bhe sublect to
tapping of his or her phone.

What may surprise -readers even
more is that these in charge of
tapping spend more tim. in kesping
under observation phones belonging
to participants in the past and
forthcoming Premier Stakes than
the “subversive’ elements.
Moreover there is no emergency

in the generally accepted sense
even to invoke section 3 of the

Postal Ordinance. But, I suppose
the term " public safety ” covers
many sins,

I am nof a lawyer to be able
to tind ouft just what this Postal
Ordinance of 1909 really is, but
Il wish somebody would do so.

Wire-recording

True to our hest Ceylonese
traditions, the phone - tappers are
quite open and brazen about the
whole matter. The wire-recorders
which seem to be fixed to certain
telephones give the show away
to the parties by the peculiar
neise  of the wire-recording. If
the idea 1is to ecatech ' subver-
sives ' these wire-recorders (sup-
plied I am told by a helpful
foreign diplomatic agency) will
defeat the pnrpose.

Apart from this, the gentlemen
in charge of operations are only
human, and like to brag a little
about the highly myvsterious and
sacretive work they do., Some of
them tell tit bits of their day's
work to their " hest friend”
under oath of secreey, and
the best friend in turn confides
in his hest friend, and soon the
whole town knows,

A nyw'a.-y,
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il you-ask me how I _ come up.

know all this, T must confess T saw
it all \in a dream.

Army

Last Sunday's 7Times made a
heroic front-page tale of what the
Officer Commanding the Ceylon
Army had told the Public Accounts
Committee as to why the Army
had refused to disclose its numbers
fo the Auditor-General.

“The Ceylon Army is so small
that the island’s lack cf forees
should not be known nor its num-
berc put in to newspaper headlines
hecause ' they are so small that
they night be tempting to some
*body who might covet this island.”’

The next day, the Ceylon Observer
had a news item on page three
{without screaming headlines to
tempt anybody) that ‘‘the army
cmltnmmenf scheme at Panagoda,
to laceomodate over 3000 troops,
hos been revised in view of the
stringent finaneial restrictions......."

Will somebody take action
against the Observer for diselosing
information that may fempt some-
body who mighi covet thisisland. ?
C. W.E.

A former Director of Maedical
Services has been appointed to
look into the allegations of corrup-
tion and bribery in the C. W. E.
It must be remembered that the
C. W. B. isa favoured organisa-
tion. Parliament " even granted it
special protection {rom criticism
and placed it on the “same footing
as a private eammercial firm in
regard ta its administration and
working, With the result that
questions and eriticismg even in
Parliament were restricted.

If informed rumous is ecorrect,
Dr. Wickretiasinghe, the investiga-
tor would be able to nnravel the most
startling disclosures about corrup-
tion, if only he will get down to
the hottom of things. Seeret Com-
missions reserved for higher-ups
in the C. W.H. by suppliers in
Malaya, presenes of refrigerators
and drawing room suites, and
stoek-iuggling ' i n Pettah will be
some of the iftems that might
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tection of the old Chinese
system of extra territorial
“ jurisdiction applicable to cer-
tain favoured foreigners ad-
mittedly on a restricted basis,
Behind the shield of diplo-
matic. immunity the ordinary
processes ol Pakistani la w
will fiot apply to these per-
sons. In* other words, the
writ of Pakistan's police,
magistracy and judiciary will
perforce have to stop at cer
tain sacred frontiers whieh
are declared inviolate.

With this elause in the Agree-
ment, Pakistan is reduced
to the position of a vassal state,

Mr. Moraes indicates in his
articles that Pakistan public opi-
nion is highly disturbed, shout
the Agreement.: And thab, the
U. S. authorities were even more

disturbed about the ‘“‘precarious
political situation,  particularly
following the East Pakistan
elections.”

The show of strength in East
Pakistan is undoubtedly the U.S.-

Ali answer to the opposition to

the Ali (Government and the U.S.-
Pact., The next few weeks will
show whether this aciion will
not boomerang,

Mr. Moraes wrote his arficles
before Ali sacked the Huq Gov-
rnment, but aven then. he was
pessimistic about the [uture of
U. S, popularity ir Pakistan.

“This writer would venture
one prediction. By a strange
paradox, not altogether inex-
plicable, the flow of U, 8.
military aid to Huropean

countries, notably Britain,
France and Ttaly, has been
followed by a diminution

rather than increase of "Ame-
rican prestige and popularity.
Unless Washington handpicks
its personnel and briefs them
thoroughly in the complexi-
ties of Asian susceptibilities,
this trend will repeat itself in
Pakistan. Within a year it
would not surprise this wri-
ter if "U. 8. popularity in
Pakistan rates even lower
than in India.”

Now, with the action against
Fast Pakistan, which constitutes
the bigger and m ore populous
part of the State, opposition to Ali
will grow apace.

No doubt, Ali will proceed to
set up a fascist dictatorship with
the U. 8. arms he has got. But

faseism thrives only when the
would-be fuehrer is able to dope
a considerable section of the
population to follow him. Hitler

organised his cohorts on a racial
ery azainst Jews and a mass hyste-
ria against ~communists,”

The A!i Government does not
enjoy popular support even in
Western Pakistan which has nob
known an election-after 1937 during
the time it was part of undivided
India.

Events of great significance are
bound to keep the spotlight focu-
gssed on Pakistan in the coming
weeks. Dulles and company seemr
determined to deeclare war on the
democratic peoplies of Pakistan as
a prelude to a war against demo-
cratic foreces in Asia with a view
te ensuring U. S. hegemony.
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‘Without Comment

STATE OF THE NATION

Unemployed, so he
tried suicide

Matara, Tuesday

“You are®a well built young
man and there is no reason why
you eannot earn a living'’ said
Me. P S0 WL Absywardena,
Metara Magistrate, to  a  voung
man named P, A. Ariyasena
of Gurubebile, in Weligama, who
appeared on a charge of attempt:
ing t0 commit suicide by lying
across the railway track when
a train was approazhing.

Avriyasena was alleged to have
attempted to take his life as he
was unable to maintain himsell.

He rleaded guilty "and the
Muagistrate ordered him to onter
into a band in Rs. 100 to be of
good behaviour for a period
of- six months,

Ceylon Observer, 26, 5. 54
LY

* * #*

Abandoned child in
rail carriage

Panadura, Wednesday

The fiaint eries of a child inside
a railway eompartment drew the
att mtion of a  minor employee
at the Panadura Railway Station
yvesterday evening and resulted in
the finding of a three weeks-old
baby girl,

The Station Master got the
infant removad to his olfice and
dater contacted the Panadura

Police who entrnsted the baby
to the care of the Panadura Civil
Hospital.

The D). M. O. (Dr. C. Rafnavale)
and his staff of nursss are all
iving the child every attention,

i
o

on the look-out

mother.

The Police are
for the child’s

Ceylon Observer, 26. 5. 54.
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400 children ‘lost’ yearly

Police vesterday expressed con-
cern over the numher of missing
children in  Ceylon. About four
hundred childven are Ilost each
year.

Most of the children are
bhetween 9 and 12.

(ten when found they are
working as servants for people
whoe have found them in their
homes and in tea kiosks and

boutiques.

Most children rveported missing
have run away of their own aceo-
rd from unhappy homas.,

The police say that
photegraph can e given by the
child’s parents, the task of tracing
a child is not usually difficult

Ceylon Daily News, 28. 5. 54-
% * *

Mother didn’t like romance:
suicide attempt
Matara, Tucsdaly

Becauge his mother had ohiee-
ted to his paying attentions to a

voung girl with whom he was in
love, a vouth named, M. A, Soma-

pala ot Palalla, in Weligama is
alleged to have attempted to
commit suieide hy drimking eo
pper sulphate.

He appeared in Court taday
and pleaded guilty to a charge of
attempting to commit suicide.

The Magistrate, Mr, P. 8. W,

Abeywardena, ordered him to
enter into & bond in Rs. 100 to
he of good behaviour for six

months.

Ceylon Observer, 26. 5. 54,
* g *,
Qne midwife for 5000

Mannar town with a population
of over 5,000 has only one mid-
wife. Ab least two more midwives
are required.

[t is understood that the T.ocal
Town Council is unahle to appoint
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its own midwives as it has not
got enough money.

Representations are to ve made
to the Town Council and the
Medical Officer of Health, Mannar
urging for immediate action tow-
ards the appcintment of additional
midwives.

Ceylon Observer, 19, 5, 54
% * *

Bribes included in route
upkeep costs

Kandy, Friday,
An iten’ appearing as “Route
Muaintenance’ in the balance sheet
of a bus company included bribes
to police officers and motor ear
examiners, sald a [ormer General
Manager of a bus company in the
course of his evidence before the
Commission today,

Times of Ceylon, 29. 5, 54
* * *

Govt. Doctor‘s Fee Queried

A Government doctor in Colombo
was called in by the Police to
examine a lady in Balangoda, who
was concerned in a procseding
in lunacy.

For three visits the doctor charged
Rs. 1,500

Commenting .on this instance
which is recorded in the report of
the Auditor-General for 1951-52
the Tublic Aceounts ' Committee
states in its report to Parliament:
“Your Gommittes desire to express
surprise that a fee of this magn-
itude should have heen necessary
in order to seecure the evidence
of & Government doctor utilized
for the purposes of a c¢ase insbit-
uted by a Government Depart-
ment.

“"They recommend that the rules
and practice under which this
fee came to be paid should he
examined and necessury steps taken

to see that tonere will he no
recurrence in  future of similar
payments .

Sunday Observer, 30, 5. 54
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"THE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Continued (rom page 5
Cevlon, but outside the estate
areas, and more specially in the
towns, there isa not an incomsi-
derable section of Indians who
are ‘ust as migrant as the others
and whoze presence is of no less

significance fo economic condi
tions where Cevlon's own
nationals are concerned.
Franchise

Coming now to the political deve-
lopments, under the Donough-
more  Constituion of 1931 about
‘half the adullts among the Indian
population of Cevlon Lad votes
as  British subjects . In order
that discussions over the franchise
might not! delay the altainment
ol independence, the first elections
under the Constitution of 1946
were held on the 1931 franchise,
but power was given lo the new
Parlinment to regulate the matter.

The elections showed how close
were the communal ties among
the Indians. Where they had a
majority  they elected a member
of their communal orvganization
and therveby virtually disfran-
chizsed the Kandyans in seven
constituencies. Where they were
not in & majority thev obeyed the
instructions ol their communal
organizatiecn to wvote for a par-
ticular Ceylonese candidate. It
iy believed that in 13 ov 14
congtituencies they secured by
these means the eleetion of a
candi¢ate who had only minority
support  among the Ceyvlonese

voters. Thus a communal orga
nization exelusively representing
Tndiang affected the result in

one {i'th- of all the constituencies
of Ceylon, and commuual segre-
gation of Kandyans and lIndians
had led to a very difficult and
serious problem in the Kandvan
Provinces.

Concession
When the indian problem was
under diseussion between 1929

and 1947 it was thought of al-
most enfirely as a  problem of
the franchise, since all the Cey-
lonese and nearvly allithe Indians
were = British subjects . Indeed,
the definition of [ British subjocts”
was made wider in Ceylon in
order to 1oclude the subjects ol
Indian Btates, who were not
" Britishy subjects " in undivided
India. In 1841, agreement was
reached between delegalions

12

representing the Governments o.i
India. and Cesylon, but that agree-
ment was not  vatified by the
Government of India. In 1948
the now Government of Ceylon
made further concession to the

new Government of India, bub
still ~ agreement ecould nol  he

reached although there was the
fullest coasulvation between the
two Governments. The legisla-
tion enacted in 1948 and 1949,
namely, the Citizenship "Aet, No,
I8 of 19458, and the Indian and
Pakistani Residents (Citizenship)
Aet, No 3 of 1949, represented
the utmost concession that the
Government of Ceylon was willing
to make. That concession went
far bheyond ths views of many
supporters ol  the Government,
especially in  the Kandyan
Provinces.

Citizenship

The long drawn out ' Indian
question” was thought to be
settled at last by the enactment
ol the Indian and Pakistan Resi-
dents {Citizenship) Act, No. 8 of
1949, as ' a result of the talks
and consultations whieh the late
Mr. D. 8. Senanayake had with
the Prime Minister ol India. The
subect that had been under
discussion® was that of eitizenship
in Cevlon for Indian residents,
and the mnew Act prescribed the
conditions that must be satisfied
before an ITndian (or Pakistani)
resident could be registered as a
Ceylon ecitizen. Indian vesidents
would thus be divided into those
who aequired Ceylon - ecifizenship
and these who did not, This
was  clearly the most reasonable
settlement that could bsen expec
ted of the * host ' country.

In Aprii 1953 Indian Govern-
ment again reverted to the ques-
tion of Indian resients in Ceylon.
On this oeeasion they took up
the question of the balance of
Indian residents that would be
left after vegistration under the

Tudian and Pakistani  Residents
Citizenship Act had bedn ecom-
ploted.
London Talks

Megotiations took place
in Ceylon hetween the Hich

Commissioners {for India and the
former Primme Minister, Mr. Dudley
Senunayake, and thess were conti-
nued in London in June 1953
between the ¢ Prime Minister of
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India and Mr. Senanavake (both
of whom had gone theve for the
Queen's Coronation'. The follo-
wing points consitituted the basis
of the discussions between the
two Prime Ministers . —

(¢) TFour hundred thousand
{400,000} Indians now
resident in Ceylon were
expected to be registered
as Ceylon gitizens. This
figure was not a guaran-

teed figure’ but an esti-
mate, the aectual figure

depending on the results
of the impartial admi.is-
tration of the Citizenship
Act;

« (6) The number of citizens
registered under the Act
plus the number of per-
sons granted Permanent
Residence Permits should
be six hundred and fifty
thouzand (650,000}, This
was not he a minimum
figure hut a maximum :

{c) Persuns granted Per
manent Resgidence Per-
mits  would have their
future status  determind
at the end of ten vears,
during which period, if
any of them desired to
to go bhack to India and
take up ecitizenship of
that country, the Govern-
ment of lodia was not-
to object to their
proposal ;

(d) The halance of Indian
residents in Ceylon,
approximately three hun-
dred thousand (300,000)
or more, were to be
accepted azx  Indian citi-
zens hy the Gevernment
of India and to he
compulsorily repatriated,

the operation heing
phased over "a dsfinite

period of years;

(e) All these steps were fo
be a part of a single
scheme of settlement of
the Tado-Ceyvlon problem.
There was to be no ques-
tion of settling any one
poinl  without alb the
game time coming fto an
arrangement with regard:

.~ to the others,
[The concluding part dealing
with Indo-Ceylon Agreenent will
be published next week!.

TRIBUNE:



Short Sturg

TWO RUPEES

Seethevi was a nalava woman.

Nalavas were untouchables. They
swere originally serfs tied to the
land and they specialised in eclim-
hing palm trees to tap toddy.
“They are legally free today. hufb
social equality is still a distant
dream.

Seethevi's hushand was an  agri-
cultural labourer. IIig earnings
were not enough to keep their body
and soul together, and she had to
supplemant the family income by
‘hawking vegetables on market
«days and by making jaggery from
sweet toddy. Life was hard, but
‘what was harder was the fact they
hadn't a child. Seethevi wasn't
harren, bul  the. children she
had borne had not Llived for more
than a few hours. Four times it
had happened thus, and her despair
knew no hounds.

Alter each conflinement her hus-
-band had consulted a parvartkaran
(one who . ‘sees’), an astrologer-
cum- medicine man-cum-hlack
‘magician, to find out why Fate was
a0 unkind to them. He had consu-
lted a great many of them. .Some
had said that Saturn was annoved
with something Sesthevi had done
in her past birth, others said the
stars were not particularly auspiei-
ons for them at that time, and yef
oters that enemies had done soo-
niant, black magic, against them.
The remedy. however, was always
the same, a devil-driving ceremony

with some black magie riles.

1

When Seethevi was expecting
her fifth she went about = askifig
averyhody for adviee, and 7 got ple*
nty ‘ofy 16, “It's all Fate, your
Karma,” they told her. “There’s
nothing vou ecan dn about it. Hu-
man heings are mortals and are
powerless. Pray hard that vour
luck be better this time.”

Only Ponni told  her something
different. “Go to hospital for your
confinement,”” she had said. Ponni
was her neighhour's daughter mar-
ried to a. man who worked as a
sweepei in the Rleetrical Power

Gaar el b Lgealh,

e
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Station in Jaffna town, She had
come to her village en a visit and
Seethevi had goneto her for
adviaze,

“To hospital 2" she asked sur-
prised.

“Yes,” Ponni said emphatically.
She was a town dweller and wan-
ted to impress others that she
knew a great many new things.

“To hospital for a childbirth ?
len’t our kothi (the traditional vill-
age midwife) good enongh ? She's
the best for miles around.”

“She may be all right, but in
hospital they do things betler.”

“Better ? What is it our
doesn’t do properly ?.”

kothi

“Eyerything is different in hospi-
tal. They put you in nice eclean
clothes. The midwives, nurses and
doctors arve all in white. They bo-
il everything they use. . . ."”

“Why all this ? Why use sach

clean clothes for this dirty busine-
gs ?"' Foolish waste isn’t it?
Kothi wears her dirtiest when she
goes for a confinement.”
%91 don’t know why they do all
these things, but they say dirly
clothes earry disease. May be it's
true. My last two babies were
horn in hospital, and I didn’t get
any lever,”’

“Not even a little bit?”’
“No.”

“That's strange. I've never heard
of a ease of childbirth without fev-
er. Affer so much pain how can
the body be without fever?.”

“1 don t know, but
hody who goes to hospital gets
thig childbirth fever., What is
more the babies rarely die. . .."”

“What ? Can it be

frue ?”’ -
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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Really ?

hardly any- -

\

“Yes, absolutely true. I live clo-
se to the hospital, and wy husba.
nd’s friend Soori works as a scave-
nger cooly there.”

“It’'s hard to believe. Most chil-
dren who are horn die, only few
survive.Why, my own mother had
sixfeen c¢vr seventeen babies bub
only three lived. That's so with
everybody. Nature is like. ...’

“But T tell youit's different in
hospital.”

This made Seethevi think, She
was silent for a while. Then tshe
asked: ‘Is it expensive fo be in
hospital for childbirth. ?”

“No, in the Government Hospi-
tal it's free for poor people. Rich
people have a nicer time, but we
c¢an make things comfortable for
ourselves. If yvou know some atte-
ndants or give them small presents,
things will be really pleasant. I'1l
help you.” Ponni was happy she
had found at least om2 person in
the village to listen to the wonders
that happen in town.

Seethevi was determined fc have
her next baby in hospital.

k3 o X

It was difficult persuading her

husband about hospital. The
kothi was his aunt, and he was
proud of her. professional skill.

But in the end Seethevi
way, and he promised
her to the Hospital.

had ner
to take

Soon everybody knew she was
going to hospital for her next
baby. It became the talk of the
place.

The old kothi heard of it, and
she was furious. “Why do you

want to go to hospital? Am I
not good enough? Tven the good
caste people sfill ecall me for
their childbirths. Tn old days
everybody: did, but now new-fan-
gled folks go to hospital for a

Continued on page 14
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TWO RUPEES

Continued from Page 13

simple thing like a childbirth.
What is it they do there I dont
do? Hospital is no place for child-
births. They cut and chop people
to pieces there. Hundreds die
there everyday. That foolish girl
Ponni “has turned your head....”

Others said similar things buf
Seethevi was not to bhe shaken
from her resolve.

And ‘one day while making
jaggery she began to feel out of
sorts. She knew the puins would
come on soon, Her husband was
away. With an aunt she set out
by bus to Jaffna town 12 miles
away. She went straight to Ponni
who helped her to enter hospital.

Everything there was
but soon after arrival,
started in real earnest and she
hadn't time for anything else.
It was a diffieult case. Instru-
ments were used dnd chloroform
administered, and a normal heal-
thy baby safelv delivered.

»

When Seethevi regained cons-
cionsness, she found herself in a
large room on a very high bed
with a nurse beside her. *Weakly
she asked:

“I-Imt' ie the baby?."”

“Fine. It's a bhoy.”

*Is he alive?.”

“Oh yes!  Tt's a
seven pounds,”

nice baby,

“MThank God {br
sure it 11 live?.”

it, Are you

“*Y2s. Don't worry.”

She surveyed the room. Every-
thing was vhife, spotlessly clean.
She herself was lying between
pure white sheets trussed up in
bandages and binders.

“Dont I go fora bath now?”
she asked the nuvse. The kothi
had always given bera bath a
iew minutes afwer delivery.

“Nonsense We've made [every-
thing clear. You wmiust lie like
this for a week atileast. After

"

strange,
pams.

that you can bathe if yon're
fif .. ¢

“Must T lie here for a week?
What for? Who isto look a'ter
baby? My husband needs me at
home. 1 must cook his food. T m
strong and healthy and if T don't
get high " fever, I'm usually up
the third day. Even fever isn't

a great thing. I'm uged to it.
I've plenty of work at home.
We who work needn’t lie like

this for a week, only rich lazy
people have to......
tire

“Stop You'll

yourself.”

iabbering.

Then suddenly it dawned on
her that her savee wasn't on her.
Anxiously she asked: “Where is
my saree?.’’

in the corner.
give it to you
washed.

“In the basket
It's dirty. We'll
as soon as it has been
It's

“I want my saree. the

best one I have......”

sale.
Rest

“Don't worry. It's quite
Don't talk anymore please.
quietly.”’ But she couldn’t.

e * *

- After some
nurse went out. She
onby a few minutes; but when
she came bhack she found the
patient by the' dirty linen basket
untying a knot in a corner of
her saree.

time, the
was away

shoeked and
this  woman

The nurse
angry., How did
¢limb down unaided from that
high bed in her eondition? This
was one of the most serious and
difficult confinement cases taey
had in that hospital for a long
time, and the doctor had given
strict orders that the patient was
not to move at all for many
hours. Was not this woman mad,
thought the nurse, to risk her
lite like this? She shouted at
her: “Why did vyou get- down?
Didnt I tell you nct to move?
Do veu want o kill yoursell?
Yoi're a fool...

wis

“Don’t scold e, nachiar,’ she
pleaded. Only when the nurse
heard the word sachiar did she
realise who this patient really was.
It was not often one heard the

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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term nowadays. Only in the
more backward villages did unt
ouchables still use these honori-
fic titles to address their superi-
ors. Seethevi shivered as the nurse
glowered at her. “‘I didnt mean
any harm good lady,” she whim-
pered. T didn’t want to disobey
you, but [ had some money in
this knot in my saree and | was
afraid to lose it. You see this
is all the money I have in the
world, I saved it for this day
specially. It's to buy something
for the baby in case he should
neetl anything........"" There were
tears in her eves as,she held a
two rupee note in her .hand.
“Pardon me good lady, pardon
me. | won't do it again.”’

Dumb-founded the nurse didn’t
know what to say. As she led
Seethevi baek to her hed she
murmured; “Why didn't vou tell
me ? I would've got it for you..,.'”

Tears welled in the nurse's.
eyes.

8. P. Amarasingans

The views and comments ex-
pressed by our contributors.
and correspondents are not
necessarly those of the:

.paper,

Articles and contribu—
tions are welcome, but a
stamped addressed envelope
should be sent for return.
of Mss. . not msed Tfoa
publication,.
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Colombo Races, May 29

WALLES SADDLES

WINNERS

Sending out five winners in
succession the Walles training
establishment—r/lather G. N. G. and
his son Clement-—stole the lime-
light of the final dayv’s races of ‘the
May Mongoon Meeting.

“Ywo decades ago, such an achieve
ment would have been a matter of
course to grand old man Walles.
With the finest string in his charge
and the best jockeys as ratainers, he
literally swept the board practically
every race day then.

But with age ¢ teeping on, G.N .G
is unuble to put energies, Ire onee
possessed, info his training vard
to-day. His feat last week-end is
thereforz the more, craditable, and
deserves the plaudits of all follow-
ers of the Ceylon Tuxf,

Turning to the days races,
punters had an even share of the
exchanges, with many form horses
finishing in the money, ® Although
the going was on the hca\_\ side,
there were no big " surprises”
exeept for Fradan, on whom even
his owner, My, M. Subbiah, regard-

o IVI“
S FlVE
od as one of “the most influential
maembers of the “inner cirele,” had
I understand a small wager, Mr.
Subbiah, a member of tho Chettiar
communiby, is a shrewd punter as
much as he 1sin business. Those
close to him say thal he was
blaming himsel” soraly for carrying

his prudence to 6‘(“&'[”9‘1 last week-
end.

but this
eventually went to a “group” who
are reported to have spread the
treble, consisting of Fredan, Schwe
and Anware Paradise, on some of
some of the boolkies.

A fortune awaited him

In my last notes, | corfidently
fipped Ikalam as a certain winner
next time out, and so it proved to
be in the Padukka Plate over fhe
one mile course. But RKalam
veered out in the run home and
was relegated to third position on
an ob ection by Dantean who thus
became the winner.

lmproving with every run, Palla-
dium finished a very impressivs
second in the Narammala Plate

1

e XQUI

TE GEM

JEWELLERY OF DISTINCTION & QUALITY

|  sAvoy
I

U. A. SIMON De SILVA & SONS

WHOLESALE & RETAIL JEWELLERS & GEM MERCHANTS

Specialists in Ceylon Stone Jewellery

BUILDING

WELLAWATTE, COLOMBO,

Ssuperior even though

CEYLON

Division one, the conclulding evené

of the day s card., This one will
soon pay for his oats.

Consistent Peter Pan put in a
sustained run  when finishing
hehind Red Master in the 7 furlong
Nalanda Plate. Have him on your

right side over a longer ecourse.
Other creditable performers were
Hilal Zaghavit, Linia, Salmut

Mahmud and Na mat Babil,

Two New Dailies

Continued from Page 2
Editor and became Chief Assis
fant Hditor without evér sithing
ab a sub-editor s desk or writing
an editorial, 1 am told.

He must be the most brilliant
journalist Ceylon has produced il
what [ hear is correct. That he
is comparatively unknown as a
writer or a journalist except in
journalistic  c¢ireles  there is no
doubt. 1In addition to being a
pious Catholie, Mr. Gunawardensa
has a knack of getting round any
theose under
adore him,
knows him

him do not
says
well.

(uite
another who

FOR GOOD

BOOKS

and

MAGAZINES

BASIC ENGLISH|
BOOKSTALL

99, CHATHAM STREET,
COLOMBO

Phone: 3431
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OCOLENE

(WITH VITAMIN D}

THE FINEST COOKING MEDIUM

COCOLENE FRIED FISH AND CHIPS :

L YT
b

Ingredients :—
W'llinn.

3 large potatoes cut into thick long pieces and fried in 1 bottle
COCOLENE. Dust with table salt.

6 fillets of any white fish, 3" long and 1" thick, Season with pepper
salt and vinegar, leave for 20-30 minutes,

Method : —

Coeat each flllet of fish separately in the following batter, and fry till
nicely bro'vned balance COCOLENE. Place on plate together with
chips, Serve with tomato sauce.

i

il ,[

g i
il Batter for frying fish :—

4 o0zs, flour

1 teaspoon salt

| egg

about 1 pint milk, or coconut milk,
Method : —

Seive flour and salt into a bowl, add egg, next milk gradually. Mix
till smooth and creamy, use as required,

® COCOLENE gives you extra energy—it is fortified with
vitamin "D *

® COCOLENE is economical. You can use the same Cocolene

leng 15 very E7 01 repeatedly for frying —yet it never “ carries over " flavours from
Y58 dogs nov cBTO? o one dish to another.

diy
Can bq used PLP°°'¢ t

e g gmon‘&ﬁd
et
mal 4ot and »

e

® COCOLENE comes to you factory fresh in a sealed bottle
N ; untouched by hand.
Ty Lf :

. lmm CO0OK THE MODERN WAY BY USING COCOLENE

\ WArre MiLLS
1 .

i

AVAILABLE AT ALL GOOD STORES,
THE g MARKETING DEPT, & THE C. W, E.

SEDAWATTE MILLS LTD.

COLOMBO
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