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«TRIBUNE” UPSETS HIGH

*  The Rubber Commissa'onér. Myr. H. Jinadasa, held a corzfererz_ce__of
registered Ceylonese coconut oil shippers last Tuesday for the purpose of
of reviewing oil shipments to China. The immediate provocalion for .

this vonference scemsto have

I5 Cents.

COLOMBO, AUGUST 21, 1954 l

been a small note in the ‘‘Just Briefly’

columi in our issuc of August 7th.

In the course of the conference, Mr. Jinadasa in indignant tones
yead this extract from the “Tribune’' and declared that he was at
all times willing to give all information and was perturbed that

shippers should rush 1o papers like ' Tribune”

grievainces.

Mr. Jinadasa's other comments
about the * Tribune’' only be-
trayed the customary tantrums of
a bureaucrat who resents atten-
tion being drawn to matters of
public interest.

This was the [irst time, how-
ever, the Rubber Commissioner
had called a conference of this
kind ever since the coconut oil
shipments to China had begun.
If the " Tribune'’ paragraph has
not achieved anything else, ib
has at least impressed mpcen thes
Commissioner the need for dis
cussions with all parties concerned
with export of oil to China.

Packing
- The Conference was fruitful
in many ways. Amoeng other

things, it was pcinted out thabt
in gpite of a circular dated 6th
May 1954 wherein the Commis-
siner stipulated that he would
accept offers only in a particular
kind of drum, he had aeccepted
offers [rom certain shippers in
packing of a different kind. The
Commissioner undertook to see

L ]

to ventilate ifieer

that such diserimination did not
take place in the future.

Discussion took place aboub a
number of other matters including
the method of purchasing. Shippers
impressed upon  the Commissionaer

that all in the trade should have
information about his infention
to purchase at the same time..
Artificial

In the course of the discussion
on *his point, Mr. Jinadasa reveal-
ed that he had often obtained offers
from loeal shippers without any
intention of remmitting them to
China. He stated that he did this
in the national interest with a
view to strengthening the local
marke. To Mr, Jinadasa, with his
experience in the C. W. E. and par-
ticularly of the large scale purcha-
gss he made during the Korean
thieat, this may have seemed
good business, but shippers did
not mince words in telling him
that such artificial inflation of the
market did more harm than good.
My, Jimmadasa, thereupon, under-
took that in future he womld not
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call for offers unless there were
firm inquiries from China, for he
a'so stated that whenever he sent
offers to that country on his own
initiative, China was inelined
( naturally ! ) to pay lower prices,
Informasion :

Finally, be undertonk to keep
all shippers informed by eyvelostyl-
ed circulars as to the names of
the shippers from whom he made
purchases and the prices he bad
paid. One copy of this circular, he
statzd would be posted at his office
notice board.

¢ also declared that he would give
all information abour the trade to
China without 1eservaticn. “Tri-
bune”, to begin wih, would hke
the Commissioner to publi-h = the
names of the shippers from whom
his Department bought coconut oil
i the first instance for the firse pur-
chase in March 1953. [This  infor
mation will set at rvest a certain
complaint (baseless, no doubt) that
one of those from whom his officers
bought on he first occasion fallege-
dly the major qumntity) had not
exported even one ounce of coconut
oil before.

On the answers to this gues
tion will depen” othar guestions
* Tribune ’ will ask the Rubber
Commissioner in respect of oil
shipments to China.



- TRIAL AT BAR AND

It would appear that for the exercise of the' power to deprive a
citizen of his right to be tried by a jury, civil commation or the like

must factually exist,

It is not a question of the

Minister’s opinion but

the objective existence of civil commotion or the like, Where the Minister's
opinion counts is in deciding whether the offence is “appropriately triable™
- before the Supreme Court without a jury.

Inquiry

Minor offences which are stat-
ed in the Criminal Proeedurs to
be trinble hy the Magistrate's
Court are summarily triable with-
aut ' preliminary inguiry.

In the case of grave offences a
prelihiinary inquiry is held by the
Magistrats All the witnesges foy
bhe prosecution are called and
they .give their evidence. There
after the accused, if the Magis-
brate is satisfied that a prima facie
cass has been made out against
him, may be committed for tritil
before the District Court or the
Supreme Court, ~xad

Summarily

Sometimes where the gffence is
not ordinarily triable by the Ma-
gistrate but the facts are simple
and there are no complicated ques.
tions of law, the Magistrate may
try “'summarily” in the case of
offences which are [not considered
to be very grave. There is also
provision for such trials with the
consent of the accused,

In a few instances like contempt
of Court and where a witness has
committed perjury bafore the Sup-
reme Court he may be tried with-
out a preliminary inquiry before
a Masistrate.

In Englai.d also the provisions
are similar. In the case of grave
offences on ‘indictable offences
there is a preliminary examination
before the Justices, The witnesses
are examined and eross-examined
and the justices determine whether
or nob there is a case strong enough
to justily,committing the accused
for tria). '

Depositions

The evidence given by the wit-

nesses ab the preliminary ingniries

2

or ‘‘ non-summary ” inquiries is
taken down and the accused is
entitled to a copy of the ''deposi-
tions™’ as they are known.

. To, quete Kenny :

“The depositions are impor
tant for several purposes, f(a)
They enable the opposite parby to
check tne-evidence given ab the
trial, and to cross-examine or con-
tradict a witness whose evidence
thert wvariesfrom that which he
gave at the commitment. (h)
They forin a substitute for tha
witness in the event ol his heing
at the time of the frial, either
dead or too ill to travel or give
avidence, or kept out of the way
by, or on hehalf of, the prisoner,
But his absence abroad does

e not suffice to render them inad-

* By
BARRISTER

missible, (¢) They assist the
draftsman who has to frame the
indictment. (d) They enable the
judge to learn the difficulties of
the case before the trial. An1 (e)
they inform the defendant as to
the precise case which he hag
to meet. To him this is obvious-
ly an advantage, and it is often
an advantage to the public, for
if the case thus disclosed is a
sfrong one, the defendant is the
more likely to plead guilty,

*It is, however, to be noted
that our law does not take mea
sures for securing a reciproecal
diselosure of the intended defe-
nee. Af present it is possible to
raise at the trial some specuka-
tive defence, whiech there is
then no opportunity of contra-
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BY JURY

This is the second and
concluding part of this
article, the first instal-
ment of which appeared
last week.

dicting, and to support it by
witnesses about whom it is too
late to make inquiries. The faeci-
lity has become greater sinee the
prisioner himself has heen allow-
ed to come forward as a witness.”

Information Exhibited

An information, on the other
hand, is a written complaint filed
by the Attorney General hefore
the Supreme Court. It dispenses
with the necessity for apreliminary
inquiry before a  Magistrate and
thus the.accused does not have the
advantage of having the “deposi
tions”’ in time so as to know pre-
cisely the nature of the evidence
against him,

In England also, the Aftor-
ney-General has the, power to file
informations but" apparentl y
recognising the disadvantage to
the accused he rarely uses the
power in modern times. The lash
oceasion on which an ex-officio
information was filed appears to be
in 1911 when one Myleis was

“brought to trial for libelling the

King.

In short, when an accused is bro.
ught to trial on an information
exhibited by the Attorney-General,
the accused does not know precisely
the evidence tlat is to be led against
him, has no time to
matters i order

muvestigace
to cross-examine
witnesses or to prepare his defevce
and summon witnesses for the defe-
nce as effectively as he could have
had in the case of normal procedure.

.

TRIBUNE



Baguio Conference

U.S. ALLIES IN ASIA

Ameriean diplomacy as fo
Indo-China....has resembled a
man frying to get a firm foot
ing on small floating logs....
Bventually he may be able tn
lash snough of them together to
make a raft which will bear his
weight and ecan be propelled to
where he wants to go.

—FHrnest K. Lindley, Newsweek,
31/5/54. °

With proper Asiatic nabions -
and Australin and New Zealand
[wel might possibly work oub
- gomething [without Britain] thab
would be maybe not as sabis-
factory or as broad as you would
like® it, but would be, could be,
workable.

—President Hisenhowor. Press
Conference, May 19, «
The ‘‘proper Asiatic’ logs ab

hand for a raft propelling
Washington to armed intervention
in 8. E. Asia were Bao Dai's
Vietnam, the French puppet prin-
ces of Laos and Cambedia, the
Philippines, Chiang Kia-shek s
Formosa and Thailand. The gues-
tion : could such a ralt Uncle
Sam's weight?

Bao Dai

Baoc Dai—World War EL Japa-
nese collaborator and Riviera
playboy with a fat income from
gambling houses—found a way to
bring his government's unpopula-
riby to a new peak: he appointed as
police chief Lau Hun Sang of
the Binh Xuyven gangster organiza
tion which controls gambling and
* the main enterprises historically
affiliated with gambling " around
Saigon (N. Y. Herald Tribune,
90/5/54), Vietnamese conscripled
into his French army units have
been voling so heavily with their
feet that their rvescruitment and
training has been virtually hal-
ted (New Statesman, 15/6/54).

Peking's Hsinhua reported
(6/5/54) thal 10,000 of them went
over to the Viet Minh in the
first three months of 1%954.

Liberation forces now econtrel °
more than half of lLiass and
&UGUST 21, 1954, o

13y
Kumar Goshal

abouab 5/1/54 of "'politically wobbly”’
(N. V. Times, 26/5/54) Cambodia,
Frenchmen arriving in Geneva
from Hanol agreed:

“Under free elections.-90% of
the Vietnamese and the majoriby
in the rest of Indo China would
vote against the French puppet
rulers’”’ (New Statesman, 22/5/54)

In the Philippines

Although President Magsaysay
remained pro U.S. hostile senti-
ment increased especially over

_ Washington s claim to permanent

ownership of the 23 American
military bases—u claim denied
by Vice-President and Foreign
Affairs Secy. Carlos Carcia. The
government was ‘‘unwilling to
become involved in further anti-
Communist acbtions abroad,”
eonsidered ‘‘the %17 million s
year it costs to keep Filipino
troops in Korea as excessive and
wants to withdraw them’ (U. 3.
News, 26/5/54). In the Korea
debate at Geneva, U.S. Undersecy.
of State Bedell Smith preventad
the Philippines delegate from
making a speech and accused
him of “eehoing Communist
theses’’ because, although anti-
Communist, the speech did not
support Syngman Rhee 100%
(Tribune des Nations, 17/5/54)

A_tour of the “small floating
logs” to size up their military
potential took U, 8. Defense Seey.
Wilson to tha Philippines last
month. Sen, Carlo Recto, a
foreign policy spokesman for Mag-
saysay's Nationalist Party, had
urged that Wilson be told Fili-
pino troops would defend their
own soil but would not be sent
to Indo-China (NYT 26/5/54).

In Thailand

Dictator Pibul Songgram has
been carefully nursed by U. 8.
Ambassador (former OSS chief)
William Donovan, and some of
the U. 8. Armys “best officers
from Korea and Japan” have
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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been sentto Thailand (U. S, Nets,
21/5/564) Pibul welcomed the Japa-
nese in 1941, declared wsr on
Britain and the U. S. in 1949,
accepted the rank of Maj. Gen.
in the Japanese Army and was
declared a war—criminal by Thaj-
land's first post-war government.
Himself gaining power by force
and violeace, he continued to
admwire Spains Franco and ad-

moaished Amervicans for having
“tno mueh freedom’ (NYT,
11/192/503. His sub ects ¢iscon-

tent at uncontrolled living costs,
the drop in rice exports and
government corruplion is intense.

“Moral sanclion” %o enter the
Indo China war would enable
Seey. Dulles to defend such
governments’ ‘' independence.” His
conecept of independence was made
clear in recent press conlerence
answers to $64 questions on
Indo China independence pesed by
[. F. Stone (see his Weekly,
17/5/54). Dulles said in effect,
Stone wrote, that he is

*..against independence for Indo-
China or f{ree elections there
until he feels sure its people
can be eounted for ‘the free worid,”’

In Formosa, S. Korea

Corruption, nepotism and lack
of democracy in Chiang's Formosa
were recently revealed by Gen.
Li Tsung-ien, former Viece Presi-
dent to Chiang (NYHT, 10/2/54},
and by Dr. K. C. Wu, f[ormer
governor of Formosa, both of whom
have taken asylum in the TU.S.
They accused Chiang of spending
millions of dollars in bribing
U. 8. officials; putting away govern-
ment funds for his private use
should he lose Formosa; trans-
ferring government funds to pri-
vate persons in Britain and U. 8. ;
holding thousands of political
prisoners in Gteen Island; try-
ing to establish a “dynasty” by
placing his son in charge of secret
police, the Ycu.h Corps, fhe
Army and the Army's political
department.

/!

Continuad on page 14
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Lake House
take .

finally decided to
notice of “Tribune” on
August 11, 1954, In an article
in the '=Ceylon Daily News’ a
special correppondent endeavoured
to explain current politics in this
island, and in the course of his
expesition he chose to' refer to
“Tribune’’. We publish un this page
the relevant extract.

We also publish on this page
one el many pointed letters we
have received—owing to exigencies
of space we have not so fgr
published readers’ letters eom-
mending our Journalistic .efforts.
An editorial from “The Obseryer’’,
Liondon, is also réprinted and this
will throw a great deal of light
of the Jjournalistic methods of
newspaper hullies like Lake Hous.e.

we -have
statemeyt ®ofe

183119
our

In three past
published
poliey.
3, we had oceasion to declare as

follows :

“ We, therefore, wish to take
this oplortunity to declare once
again that TRIBUNE is not
the organ of any vested interest
or a political group. It came
mto heing as a result of a
desire among ‘a number of
Ceylonese desiring to have a
paper that will speak out fear-
lessly on the basis of a common
programme.

“The individuals
banded themselves together to
produce TRIBUNE belong to
diffefent communities, faiths and
political convicbions, but so far
as this paper is concerned they
are pladged to abide by the
.policy get oubt in the statement
published along side

who have

““We invited the public to read
and to buy the TRIBUNE o6n
the basis of our declared poliey
which feems to meet the wis-
hes and desires of a very large
number of people in this country.
Readers can judge for themselves
whether or not we are endea-
vouring to reflect our poliey
in every page of TRIBUNE. . ..

And in our issue of July

HE

CREATING DISCORD

"The other Communist aim
of ereating internal disruplion
and instability is being served
at present particularly by the
political news - sheets which
have grown up recently. Some
like" * Trine ' are ohviously
fellow travellind organs:
others, like " Tribune,”’ pretend
to be independent and detach
ed even though run by old and
trusted C. P elements -« .v.on.

"1t 1s undoubtedly true that
the aims of these news-sheets
have been greatly helped by
varfous sins of commission
and omission of the Govern-
ment party, which they have
been able fo exploit. Tt is
certainly necessary that these
gins should be exposed and
eriticised. But there is a great
difference between responsible
crificism  directed towards
# correcting and referming poli-
tical and sozial ills, and pro-

paganda aimed at creating
indiseriminate suspicion and
hatred against each and every
PErson in POWers « + « .+ .

—Ceylon Daily News, August 11.

Lake House would like to make
the publie believe that our poliey
is only a pretence at bemg “inde-
pendent and detached '’! The pub-
lic ean judge for themsolves, and
Lake House will expose itself if
it shouts COMMIE LIE at every
turn,

WAR CRY

The Editor,
TRIBUNE.

Your ' newssheet”
bothering Take ITous,
more people are

has started
T\IULP R.I'I(]
cdiscovering thab

Lake House does not serve the
people but only serves the in-
terests of a small group. While _

you discover and expose matters
of moment, Lake Ilouse stands
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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around with a camera clicking
away at inoffensive Ford ears.
There is also some family quar-
~el about national parks.

Lake House must find
thing new, The “ Red Menaces”
as a red herring that could be
drawn across every inconvienient
trail is now worn thiw. When
did  Take House “lasé expose
and ecriticise " *‘ these sins' of
the U, N.P.-2 Did they ever raise
their voice against the foul libels
that are utbtered hy members of
the U. N.P.? Did they protest
against vulgar ahbuse by fhe
highest in the land in Parlia-
ment and outside 2 The old hypo-
crites are getting a little nervy.

some-

Why refer to old and trusted

€. P. elemonts? Instead why
not publish something to shew
that the “Tribune's” infarmation

about the London Loan is wrong.
Can’t their money and their sleuths
dizeovers anything better than
rides in Ford Consuls?

Should a miracle overtake Lake
House and it becomes a watchdog
of the nation would it be a
correct and conclusive argument
against everything it says if some-
one points out that Lake House
is run by old and trusted (and
some not so trusted) Trotskyite
Sama Samajists ?

Yours Sincerely,
CiTIZEN PERERA.

PRESS GANG

“When anyone criticises the Bea-
verlu-uoh newspapers (" Daily ”
.1nd * Sunday BExpress” and
“Bvening Standard ') or otherwise
offends their wroprietor, the conse-
quences are always the same.
These papers make no reply fo
the particular crificism and rarely
mention what has caused offence.
Instead, attacks or denigrations
are launched at the offender or
any line thought fo be hurtful,
a fine disregard of fruth on

Continued on page 15
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AND THE COLD WAR

It is the atomic bomb.that characterises what we call the cold
WAT wereee Only yesterday, you needed wmillions of men o Eill millions
of men: and to get the masses to accept death and to inflict it, the
conflict had to reflect, ifi not their interests, at least their passions
to a certain extent, and it had to avoid shocking their sense of justice.

The enbry of the masses into the
nationsal army obliged governments
to distinguish between wars of
aggresion and defensive wars—
wars of aggression being those
waged by others, and defensive

wars being those waged by
ourselves,
Thus even in the bounrgeois

democracies, at a time of national
war, opinion exercises a control.
Bub especially during the Second
Wortd War and after, in oecupied
Flurope in the Soviet Union, then
in China and in Indo-China we
have seen the appearance of popular
armies which live amons the
people and not on the people,
which take to the peepls, as the
Chinese say, as a fish takes to
watber. In this instance, the
people take over complete control
of the war they are supporting,
and immediately they win peace.

The Opponents

A people’s war can only be a
war of defense or of liberation;
a people’s army defends itself on
its own goil, and it counld not
attack another nation nor cross
its borders without losing its
character. Butb.........the people’s
army and fhe atomie homb are
the two opposed characteristics of
ocur time. At a time when the
participation of the whole people
in war has been finally seen to
be a factor making for peace, a
terrible power enables the leaders
of the West to make war with-
out the people... - \A handiul of
men, an instant of fime, and an
order given far away by a
bureaucracy which is cut
off from the nation, are all that
is meeded fto blow up a capital.
War becomes defached from man-
kind, it is no longer restrained
by the masses who fought it and
suffered in it.

 AUGUST 21, 1954 %

The American people as a
whole want peace. DBut the more
they are persuaded that they are
not needed to make war, thc less
influence they bring to bear on
events. DBecause of fatalism which
is inculeated into them, atomic
war is getting out of control.
-..That is perhaps the greatast
danger,...

“Stop World Turning”

The atomic bomb is the only
weapon suitable for oppressive
minorities. Without it, their task
would be impossible, Their task
is the maintenance of abstract
barriers bebtween the nations and
between people inside each coun-
try, and to govern against *the
necessities of history and political
geconomy,

We have lost Indo China be-
cause it was contrary to the
necessity of history that a pro-
fessional army, thousands of miles
away from its bases, should de-
feat a people’'s army. There
remains but one way out—the
atomic bomb. The atomic bomb
is a weapon against history... .
a permanent ultimatum.......In
fact, it is blackmail on the des-
truction of the human race. They
bry to stop history as Joshua
stopped the sun, by threatening
to blow up the world. * We
we will drop the bomb if the
French lose the war, and it is
just too bad for man, we will drop
them on Indo Chinese, on the

Chinese or Russ'ans, it doesn't
matber.”

In order to stop the world
turning round the

are threa-
supprass  Hisbory
ligquidating thoze who make history.
It is all they can do: wipe oub
man in case he changes. ...

tening to
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By JEAN-PAUL SATRZ
Author of the book en which
the film on the Negro question was
based and which was recently
banned in Ceylon by the censors,
allegedly at the instigation of the
U. S. Embassy.

It Threatens All

Fortunately, the warmongars
are defeated by their very vower;
the catastrophe which they are
preparing for us is too complete ;
it threatens everyone of us, but
they do not dare unleash it. Can
one wipe oubt the whole of huma-
nity because of the retreat of a
regiment of WMarines in Korea
or the loss of Dienbienphu? The
weapon is too horrible, it cannot
pe controlled, every day it deviates
further from eoncrefe reality: too
sure of their power, those who have
this weapon have forgotten even
the most elementary diplomacy ;
they confine themselves to threats
but do aot turn their threats into
action. But meanwhile, barriers
are falling, more contacts are
made, the people cease fo put
fear in the hearts of their neigh-
bours, there is new wunity in
Burope and indeed in the world. ...

Up till now, anger, blundering,
wrong calculations, stood in collec:
tive history as unimportant acei-
dents; at present, they can
hecome formidable, the moods of
a leader can becoms historical
factors, History must remove
the warhead {rom the atom bomb,
or else the bomb will blow up the
world. The peoples have a
double task: they must unite
against the boml, instead of war
impose vpeace, replace abstract
opposition by delinite alliance,
win victories for peace, without
ever giving the nuclear weapon
the fime or the pretext for being
exploded,....

We must redouble our efforts;
in the past Jhirfory was often
made by war, but ‘teday, sinee
war would mean the end of the
world, peace alene ecan make
history. :



American Aid

.Y

At Ra’agiriya after laying the
{foundation stone for extentions to
a. school building towards the cosh
of which the Amecrican-sponsored
Committes for Free Asia had con-
tributed Rs. 9,000/-, the Prime
Minister Sir John, is reported to
have said that ‘The Americans,
who are now the higgest nation in
the world, help poover -countries

like our own because there is no
purpose in the accumulation of
wealth when cther countries arve

backward,”
Naivese

Such political naivete on tlie part
of bhir John Kotelawala is, &f
ecourse, to bz expected. DBut the
peonle of Ceylen, who are ohly too
familiar with the real motives
bohind most of Amorica’s aids to

foreign countries, ecannot he so
easily  misled. Alveady, as Sir

John himsell admitted, *‘...people
cay ROTELAWALA DOES NOT
LOVE THIS NATION, HE I8
GOING TO SELL
AMERICANR...". It would be
most unwise for Sir Jehn to dis-
miss as foolish these sentjments so
strongly expressed by such a wide
section of the population.

At the present moment there is
much talk of American aid and of
the idealism which inspires such
aid. Undoubfedly, a good deal of
capital has flowed from the U.S.
to foreign countries in the [orm of
aid, But a major proportion of
this aid has been military assist-
ance to right-wing reactionary
regimes such as that of Sygman
Rhee in Korea, jChiang Kai shek in
Formosa, Bao-Dai in Indo-China,
France in Spain and the militarists
and fascists in Germany. On the
other hand, the U.S. has invariably
turned down requests for genuine
economic agsistance from many of
even her own allies.

Rubber

Two years back, when the rubber
industry in Ceylon was seriously
threatened, Ceylon's efforts to find
a stable market for rubber in the
U.S. ended in a failure. This was
largely due to the U.S. Government
maintaining in full produection its
heavily-subsidized spythetic rubber
plants. Thanks to the China Pact,

6

ES TOSHE

By
“( A Special Correspondent)

not only was Ceylen’s rubber in-
dustry saved but, as Mr. Dudley
Benanayake pointed out in Par-
liament the other day, Ceylon made
a profit of Rs. 60 millions daring
the last financial year and another
Rs. 40 milliong so far during the
curréent financial year. Having
turned & deaf ear to Ceylon’s
requests for aid at the hour of dire
need the 1.8, vigourously opposed
the "Pact and is now attempting fo
sabotage it. Thig is, by no means,
an exceplional case of American

behaviour towards her potential
allies.
Trade

Since the end of the war most
FEuropean ecountries - have made
stirenous efforts to inerease their

exports to the U

to balance
ghortages.

8. hoping thereby
their chroniec dollar
American spokesman

, have spared no pains. in creating

the impression that the 11,8, isin
favour of free trade and is bent on
helping  the general economie
recovery of her Huropean allies.
In real practice, however, import
duties have been increased and all
manner of obstacles placed in the
path of those attempting to export
any machinery or consumer goods
to the U.S5.

Only a fortnight back President
Bisenhower ordered increases upto
50 per cent in import duty on
Swiss watches, This is, undoubt-
edly, a severe blow to the Swiss
watchmaking indnstry which emp-
loys over 60,000 skilled workmen
and ranks as the third highest
exporfing industry in the country.
This unilateral action by the U. 8,,
it must be pointed out, is a direct
contravention of “the principle of
trade relations set up on an equal
basis between the two countries
in 1936,

Switzerland is not the only vick-
im of U. 8. economie ‘aid’’,
Early this year, Societa Aonnima
di Ellettrificazione, a reputable
Italian Company, tendered for
the supply of steel towers for an
electrification scheme in South
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U. S,

Dakota. The Ttalian company’s
tender for $1, 972, 852 was nearly
5750,000 lower than that of the
successful tenderer—the Ameriean
Bridge Division of United States
Steel. The Ttalian government
took up the matter through diplo-
matic echannels buf  got nowhere.

Discrimination

‘When tenders were invited for
the supply of generators and tran-
sformers for the Chief Joseph
Dam in the = U. 8., the English
BElectric Company’s did, even after
allowing for an import dubty of
nearly  5700,000, was $900,000,
lower than the lowest American
bid, Instead of awarding the con-
tract to English Electric and saving
S1,600,000 to the tax payer, the
U. 8. authorities re‘ected all the
offers and invited fresh %enders.
Bventually the maior portisn of

the contract was awarded $o
America’'s Westinghouse, This is
nobt an isolated incident., During

the past few vears, digerimination
against foreign firms has been
steadily inereasing in the U. 8.

More than two years back, a
special Committee of the . N.
proposed the seffing up of a
new agency for financing econo-

‘mic¢ development in unde-develo-

ped countries. Mainly because of
U. S.oppposition this proposal hag
been ishelved for such a long
time. When it was discussed ab
the U, N. Economic and Soecial
Couneil in Geneva a few weeks
back, Mr. Preston Hotchkisp, the
U. 5. representative once again
strongly opposed the proposal as
being too inadequate to meet the
needs of the underdeveloped coun-
tries | The real reason for U, S.
opposition is of course its unwilling-
ness to provide funds for any inter-
national organisation over which it
did not exercise full control. In
other words, “AID WITH STRINGS'
is America’s motto,

Assistance

With the recent participation of
the Soviet Union and some of the,
Eastern Buropean countries the
modest but useful, U. N, Technical

Continued on page 14
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For the moment the Indian seene

predominated with the news of
what is happening in and around
Goa. While bugles sound alerting
the Portugese machine guns,
non-violent Goanese Satyagrahis
are entering the occupied territ-
ories,

By the time these lines are pub-
lished, the Goan strategy amd the
situation in Goa are bound to. be
diffferent, but history will reeord
that the struggle for Goan freedom
began non-violently. It is difficult
to predict now how it will end for
even worms furn and the enslaved
people of Indian Goa are human
beings. - With the news of Goan
liberation Formesa, Chiang Ka
Shek’s hideout in the China Seas,
is in the head lines oree again.

Though it is a foregone conelu-
sion how China's renewed demand
on Formosa, her own ferritory
-legally, morally, and hisborieally,
will react on TUSA, which is

SUBSCRIPTION RATES
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Yearly Rs. 750 Rs. 9 00
Half yearly 4 00 5 00

Rates for ofther countries on
application

Copies will be sent by air mail ab
above rates plus air mail ‘charge

TRIBUNE
109 2/5, Dam Street,
Colombo 12.

shielding Formosa with her powe-
rful Tth Fleet, it is known where
India’s sympathies lie. With the
Portugese on her own neck India is
more likely to actively help the
Chinese cause at Formosa than
ever before.

Pressure

To think of the diplomatic pre-
gsure which is being regularly
put on India on -this Portugese
issue, one would normally be ama-
zed at the numerical strength of
Dr. Salazar’s friends. And ol cour
se, our neighbour Palkistan is
there at the mast helping Portugal
with active encouragement. with

passage of troop-carrying ships,
with cheers,
Pakistan is cheering anybody

who thinks in terms of pricking
India, Gulam Meohamad, ther
Governor General, thinks. India
“is jealous of Pakistan’' (his own
words ) because of his country’s
military alliance with U S A !

FORMOSA,
A AND SEATO

Seato

It is a real relief to the diplom-
atic obsevvers in New Delhi to
learn that foreced by infernal
pressure and Asian majority opin-

ion Sir John is now showing
healthier signs in his country s
foreign policy. In regard to

SEATO ladia’s stand (asthat of
Indonesia and Burma) is absolu-
tely unambiguous. She has nothing
to do with military alliances
with any power blocks—he it
American or Russian. So is the
declared policy of Burma and Indon~
esia.In such circumstances, when
free countries in South East Asia are
veering around Nehru's ideas, Sir
John would be well advised,
political observers in the Indian
capital feol, to keep peace with
his immediate .neighhours rather
than seok alliances with a count-
ry which has nothing culturally
idealogically, o1 historically
in common with the peaople of

the island.
Angust 15, 1954,
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COMMIE LIE

Tl bhen the Eoitor of the
Ceylon Observer threw out of his
office Mr, Squires, the U.S. Public
Relations Officer, for shouting

commie lie he performed an act of -

great publie gignificance. Not only
did he uphold the sacred principle
of the freedom of a paper to publish
what iis editor thinks fit and pro-
per, but he also registered a protest
against that [ascist technique of
attempting to suppress {reedom of
thought by raising the ecry of
commielie. In doing this, the Hditor
of the Observer has also run con-
trary to the whole tenor of Lake
House ‘ournalisin which in recent
times has inereasingly resorted: to
the McCarthy technigue of  yeiling
comtmie lie every time it came  up
against something it did not . like.
Lake House particularly the Dagly
News still persists in this Goe-
bellian method of meeting criticigm
and the extract and comments we
have published ou another page
bears ample testimony to this.

1f the ILake IHouse Press asa
‘whole will, take a lesson from the

Editor of the Ceylon Observer and '

throw out persons who know no
«other logic than what is contained

in the magic words commie lie, the

.public will. begin to look up to
Liake House with greafer confidence
than now. At present, it is no
exaggeration to state that anything
coub of Lake House is suspect. The
public is tired of being threatened
with the big stick entitled cemic
fre. After the first flush of a little
fear and nervousness of this urn—
known menace conured up by
Liake House, the public pay scant
or no respect forthe phrase commie
lie. But public life and polities in
this ecountry will be on a higher
plane and. develop in healthier
surroundings if all matters of
publie interest are discussed on
their merits and not be side-tracked
by shouts of commie lie.

8

Tri Sinhale

The House of Representatives
spent almost u whole day discuss-
ing the menace of Tri Sinhale. It
was disconcerting to see the Pre-
mier and cerfain members of the
Government Parliammentary. Party
defend the Tri Sinhale as being
merely an organisation against
“foreigners and foreign trade.” A
great deal of light was thrown on
the activities of this neo-faseist
organisution by members of Pax-
liament from both sides of the
House.

It is apparent ‘that the Tri
Sinhale is against the presence of

“everybody else, except the Sinha-

lese, in:this Island. It is significant
that. it has so far not agitated
agrinst the presence or the trade of
Britishers and Americans in this

country. It objects to . Jaffna
Tamils, Ceylon Tamils, Ceylon
Indians, Indian Indians, Ceylon

Muslims, Burghers and the rest of
them in no uncertain terms.

“The seed of communalism that
is being spread by Tri Sinhale has
already borne fruit in the com-
munal and religious disturbances
in Mawanella,Kalutara and Chilaw.
The Premier, Sir John Kotelawala,
in turning a blind eye to this grow-
ing danger of communalism is doing
the greatest disservice to the people
of the country..

As has been suggested in Par-
liament by several members, the
Government must institute investi-
gations into fhe Tri Sinhale,
Where does it obtain its funds?
What is the amount of money it is
spending every week? Arg ity
officers paid and how much? Aye
speakers at the meeting paid for
making speeches? How much- is
being spent on printing ? Is any
subseription collected ? Does the
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@ TURF CLUB

Sinhale obtain any funds from the
Free Asia Committee or any other
foreign agency in this country ?

These are matters of urgeney and
importance which cannot be lightly
brushed aside. A Government
which failg to stamp out commu-
nalism has no justification for
continuing in office. A Government
which is not able to see the menace
Tri + Sinhale constitutes, forfeits
whatever confidence the publie
have had in it, :

Turf Club

Though only a very small num-
ber of the public are members of
the Turf Club, -and though only a
slightly large. number ever go to
the TIlavelock Race Course for
meets, there is no doubt that owing
to a ecomplete and comprehensive
system of bucket shops throughoub
the Island, a very large section of
the adult population of the Island

‘has heen drawn into this business

of gambling on racing.

It is another matter whether
gambling on such a wide scale
must he allowed - through illegal
bookies. It is another matter too
whether gambling should be per-
mitted at all. But as long as it is
tolerated by the State as it is now,
a duby is cast upon the Govern-
ment, the press and responsible
persons who have an effective say
in the affairs of the Island to see

‘that racing is carried on according

to certain rules whiech ensure that
the public is not cheated and swin-
dled by racketeers,

If we are to judge by the reports
that circulate about the conduet
of raeing in this country, we have
to admit that we cannot be any-
thing but pessimistiec. Tribune has,
therefore decided to investigate
some of the more alarming of these
reports and allegations against the
Turf Club and the system of gam-
bling as permitted by the laws on
our BStatute Book. We shall
factually report to our readers
what the investigations reveal.

TRIBUNE



Mr. Rudra . .. ... .. Mr. Thambiayah

= JUuST-BRIEFLV-—
77

=——_SERENDIB—

CUF

The Colombo Municipal Elec-
tions and thereafter the Mayorsul
BElections has turned out fto he
a veritable defeat for the swash-
buckling polities of 8Sir  John
Kotelawela and his lieutenant Sir
Ukwatte Jayasundara. In spite
of all their mighty efforts they
were able to win for the U.N.P,
and ibs satellite candidates only
49% of the voters of the ecity.
But owing to the vagaries of the
electoral system, they had 16
members with U.N,P. and Right
leanings in the Council, as aga-
inst the 15 for the Left.

But as has been mentioned in
in this paper hefore, every mem-
ber of the Rightist ecamp wanted
to be Mayor. Sir John and Sir
Ukwatte were compelled to sum-
mon a series of econferences atb
* Pemple Trees' in an attempt
to agree on a Mayoral candidate.
In spite of all this, they were
uncertain about getting a majoriby.
Redueced to brass tacks, the votes
of Mr. W. A. D. Ramanayake and
Mr. T. Rudra were all important,

. Tt is evident that Sir John
cand his advisers set out to win
these two gentlemen over to
their cause.

‘Came a Cropper

* It would appear that the U.N.P.

presg gang Mr. Rama-

reminding him that
the Party had not put up a
candidate against him and thab,
therafore, Mr. Ramanayake should
atick to the U.N.P. In. this
attempt,. Sir John failed.

hopad to
nayake hy

But the bigger failure was in
vegard to My. Rudra. So heart-
hroken have the U.N.P. become
over the Rudra affair that the
lLake Housa is carrying on a
vigious campaign against the ex-
Alayor (and presently Deputy
AMayor'h

LA UGUST 21, 1954,
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From what I can gather there
yvas a two-way effort in ' this
matter. It is believed that Mur.
Rudra himself had sought support
from certain - members of the
Right eamp as he was nob sure
of full support of the Leit.
Whilst this attempt to win over
one or two votes from the other
side was going over, a bigger
attempt to swallow Mr. Rudra
wag afoot. And there seems fo
he reason to believe that the
TU.N.P. chieftaing thought for a
short moment of time that Mr.
Rudra had heen conguered.

The first suggestion that the
U.N.P. should support Mr, Rudra
eame in ‘an editorial of the
Daily ‘News when the Right could
‘not agree on a nominee.

Cup of Soup

Thereafter, Mr. A. L. Thambi-
ayah seems to have stepped into
scene and endeavoured to pall
the U.N.P. chestnuts oubt of the
Mayoral fire by carrying oub
the Lake House suggestion of

winning over Mr. Rudra. M,
Thambiayah ig mno beginner in
this game, It will be recalled

that he was the person who was
rosponsible for weaning over Mr,
G. 3. Ponnambalam and a section
of the Tamil Congress to the
gide of the U.N.P, This ulfima-
tely led to the wvirtual political
liquidation of Mr. Pounambalam,

In spite of Mr. Thambiayah's
reputation as a broker for the
political intrigues and manoeuv-
rings of the U.N.P., Mr. Rudra,
in his quest for Mayorality, Lad

persuaded himself to be taken
for a ride, fo. the I.ouse of
Representatives in the first ins:

tanea. There, it would appear, he
had a chat with Sir John., After
thig, there seems to he a great
deal of confusion over what hasg
hap pened.
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“Observer” . . . ..., .. “Times”

Rubber Commissioner . . . ... .. Wolf
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Did Mr. Rudra have his soup
at the gate? Or is Lake House
using its well-known techniques
to blast Mp. Rudra because he
refused to play ball after drinking
that cup of soup. But the publie
isn’t interested in whether Mr,
Rudra drank only soup or ate
puriyani, be it at the gate or in

the house. What the publie
know is that the U.N.P. has
heen out-manouevred at every

turn.

My. Thambiayah, Sir John and
Sir Ukwatte failed to win over
Mr. Rudra as they failed in the

case of Mr. Ramanayake. For
the crime of having drunk a
eup of soup in bhad company,

Mr. Rudra is being damned by
the [iake House which had earlier
thought him the fittest for
Mayoralty. : .

‘Mr. Thambiayah

In this whole _episode, Mr.
Thambiayah’s role as broker for
for party, whieh does not base
its polities on poliey but on cups
of tea and soup and plates of
buriyani does not do him any
credit. It is time politicians in
this country learnt that politics
must be rooted in well-founded
convietions and policies and nob
in car rides to ' Temple Trees’,
or anywhere else to meet V.I.P.'s

‘The Mayoral Elections, however,

has driven another 1nail info this
kind of polifics in this eounbry.

3ut, apart from this, Mr.
Thambiayah seems to be digging
his own political grave aba very
fast- rate. At atime when Jaffna
is secthing with discontent against
the Sir John—5ir Ukwatte brand
of politics, particularly the support
they seem to be lending to the
Tri Sinhale, Mr. Thambiayah's
efforts to wean over Mr. Rudra

Continued on page 10



Continued from page 9
has, it appears, angered Jallna.
At the rate Mr. Thambiayah is
going, I am told, that he would
find it difficult to face his electo-
rate in Kayts. .

The Obsercer

* One of the inexplicable mysteries .

of Ceylon journaiism seems to be
the Ceylon Observer. Though it more
often than not toes the politieal
line of the Daily News, at loast
on the matter of the Americans,
The Observer has taken a refreshin-
gly independent attitude. Th e
Editor deserves t h e gratitude of
the puople of this eountry for this.

The campaign he has carried on
against the ban on the Satre film
about race relations in the U.S.A.,
allegedly on U, S. Embassy inter!-
erence, 18 something to be greatly
commended. Butb even greater is
. the service rendered by his publi-
shing the series on the Klu Klax
Klan. :

There is no doubt that the
U. 8., Embassy is unhappy about
a Liake Honse paper behaving in
this way. It is for this reason
that Mr. Sqguires seems to have
broken into the Editorial sanctum
of Mr. Tarzi Witbtachi, I must
‘take my hat off, as all other dem-
ocratically-inelined persons must,
to Mr. Wittachi for having thrown
out Mr. Squires when this gentl-
eman became truculent. To have
done this in the climate and atm-
osphere of Lake House deserves
congratulations,

Commie Lies

In Mr. Squires, the U. S. Emb-
assy. srems fo have the type of
American whose sole politieal
vocabulary seems to be eonfined
to two words ‘'‘Commie lies”.
Hitler bred a generation of young
and not se young people who
~explained away everything that did
not fit into the fascist scheme
as ‘‘communist lies.”” The America
of Dulles and MeCarthy seems
to have vroduced similar types
to whom a political  argument is
eionclusive with the cliche *comm-
ie lie’’, It is heartening that the
Editor of fthe Observer did not
succumb to the intimidation ef the
*eommie lie” threat of Mr. Squires.
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The Times

The Sunday Times last week
quite rightly drew attention to the
activities of the Free Asia Comm-
ittce. This i3 a Committes that
musb be investigated. Ts it a fifth
eolumn [or * Dulles and McCarthy
in Ceylon ? )

The Free Asia Committee ( or
whatever other names it chooses
to operate wunder ) in India,
Burma and Indonesia are under
political surveilance of the respe-
ctive Governments. Spies have heen
discovered working in such organi-
.sations and bheen thrown out.

The Free Asia Committee is
frankly an. anti-communist agency
with a political tinge. An Ame-
rican, a foreigner, is the organis-
ational head of it in Ceylon. Tt
spende lavighly. It wants to set
up little greups and pockets in
every part’  of the island.

American aid is never altruistic.
The Government Parliamentary
Party must insist on a full inv-
estigation of the Free Asia Com-
mittee. 1 understand that some
of Ceyloness, working in this
Committese, with no apparent
qualifications, are paid four-figure
salaries,

This article in the Times g
significant f o r another reasor.
Editor Tori de Souza is back from
the U. 5. and il he heralds his
return by highlighting an inves
tigation into the affairs of the Free
Asia Committee, it would appear
that he has not fallen victim to
the Dulles- MeCarthy ideologw, in
spite of a free scholarship. Those
who know Tori de Souza, and [
must confess that I am one of
his secret admirers, were reason-
ably certain that he would not
be swallowed up by the Mighty
Dollar. His stand on the China
question and American aid are
some of the greafest things that
hawe happened in Ceylon journali-
5.

Rubber Commissioner

Trade circles are buzzing with
gossip about some of the acts of
the Rubber Commissioner’s Depar-
tment. This is ona story I have
heard that may be worth repeating.
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Rubber shippers are asking the
following questions. Whether-
the Department, which was quick

to take  action against one
shipper of rubber to China for
some default, has for nearly

three weeks now not donea thing
wgainst another  shipper said to
have been guilty of a greater defa-
ault ? Whether this shipper aga-
inst whom the Departinent hag
so far, as is Eknown, not taken
any action is a particular favourite
of certain ‘individuals in the
Department ? And, whether this
shipper has suddenly blossomed as
an exporter of other commodifias.
in which he never dealt in hefore
the Rubber Commissioner
hecame the sole exporter to certain
countiries ?

What trade circles ave unhappy
about is that under cover of
Ceylonisaticn 2 poliey of diseri-

mination is being followed. This.
is a matter that needs prompt

investigation.
The Wolf

Readers interested in Turf Club
matters have written in fo find
out if the person I referred {o as
the wolfin sheep’s elothing ( 1. e.
in respectable guise) in
this column two weeks ago has

‘been eleeted to.- thet Commitiee.

I am sorry I did‘not make ment-
ion of this inmy comments last
week. Inquiries reveal that this.
big bad wolf is back again on
the Committee. The racing publie
isn’t intevested in the personel on
the Committee. All that it is
wants is clean racing, and that.
is what it is not getting today.

COMMUNITY

The International Magazine of |
Creative and Critical. Writing on |
Current Affairs and the Arss, edited |
and published in Colecmbo, :

Rs. 1/50 copy (Postage 19 cts)
Rs. 6-00 year (post free)

) e e

from 13, Macleod Road,
Colomhbo 4.

e

TRIBUNE



FILM

HOLLYWOOD

ABOUT 20 years ago a'new fype
of movie hero began o appear on
the Hollywood screen, and came
40 full flower during the New Deal.

A vefreshing contrast both to the
romantics and the fough guys, our
new hero was a homespun fellow,
.awkward and inarticulate, shy and
idealistic. He was also gullible,
and in current Republican parby
iargon, ~'soltheaded.”” DBut what-
.over his shortcomings as a leader,
this hery put human values above
money values. Faced with a pro-
‘hlem, he was move likely to use his
cheart than his fists in its solution.

Change

Today that exa has all bub dis-
appeared (rom the U. 5. sereen.
The Jimmy Stewart of My, Suiith
(102s to Washiston has hecome the
irasa.ble, mercenury cowpoke of
The Neaked Spur, The Gary Cooper
of . Mr. Deeds Goes to Town has
become the masterful adventurer
of Return to Paradise. Hanry
Fonda of The Grapes of Wrath
has fled to Broadway. And wha-
tover happened to Joel MeCrea ?

The mnice young men vanish, al-
though the durable personalities
remain. Gable is still Gable.
Wayne is Wayne. Yet even here
‘something has altered. The white
hunter of Mogambo is a breed
apart from the friendly young
_reporter of It Happened One Night.
And the soft-spoken, easygoing
Wayne of Stagecoach has become
“the hardened killer of Hodo.

‘Cold War

What kind of man is he, the
.dominant hero of the cold war era?

Taken in the aggregate, he has
an abiding conviction in his own
superiority. With other men this
takes the form of an easy insolence,
.2 ruthlessness when erossed; with
women, & contempt  of frailty is
eoupled with the assurance that he
is irresistible.

Tense, dead-pan, he walks alone,
ike @ stalking cat, seeking a per-
sonal solution to a social problem.
1o prefers violence to debate. The
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By
MICHEL WILSON

This article is reprinted
from the ““Hollywood
Review’’. Its author
wrote the screen play for
the Mine-Mill film, ‘‘Salt
of the Earth”. :

Ceylon is flooded with
American films, a.ad this
article explains the logic,
the dynamics and the
danger of the typical film
from Hollywoed. Our
Board of Censors might
read this article with
profit.

odds are that he has killed a man,
and the odds are better that he will
again. ' In sum; he is menace, and
in real life any sensible person
would eross the street to avoid him.

Yot he is our hero, cirea 1933,
whether portrayed by Mitchum,
T.add, Palance, Brando, Lancaster,

Occupation

Let's have a look at the way the
hero makes a living, for a clue to
hig values., Of some 300 Holly-
wood pictures surveyed (from the
film trade  publiecation, Daily
Variety, reviews of 1953), we get
the following occupational break-
down:

Military men soldiers of

fortune .. _
Business wien enfreprencurs,

i a8
Al

land OwWers «ceees vore
Athletes v
Enlert@iniers «oveeensresossenmenn s 14
APIStoCralSeve oy ssviiinany o vasssssns 2
Police. detectives, FBI, elc...70
EDFOODE s esinshvninnsan AuvIenskeins g s arians 7

EERT T T

Another 60 Western heroes (not
included in the above breakdown)
would only swell the number of
soldiers, police, and outlaws.
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'S NEW HERO

The rest of the year’s starring
roles cover a vast variety of oe
cupabtions, most of them unusual
it not bizarre. Thus we find: a
mink breeder, an Indian mu.hout,
a Jismond cutter, a homb disposal

expert, a stunt man, « juggler,
Laimaa 5 » P it b

a treasure hunter, a Pinkerton

agent,

The most notable statistics are
those that don’t appear at all. For
heroes in the following  classi-
fication, the 1953 statistics are :

Industrial  workerssssseuisereees= 0
Tigde URIONISEE s isvisvasuat see 20
Farmers =~ ..eee.. s et e SRR
Farm Workers ... R A e 7
Negrogs v« . s+ o ceveosetarasasns e

Other national winorities-s-.. ...0

Obviously the vast malority of
the American people do not qualify
for heroic treatment, despite the
publicists’ hoast that Hollywood
films are democracy’s best salesm-
ea abroad.

Negroes

Negro heroes were seen in Bright
Road (a problem child) and The
Joe Louis Story. The latter, &
low budget independent produchion,
received its ~ main  distribubion
in Negro theatres,

This picture brings to mind an
even more telling test of the 1953
hero. What of the biographical
pictures? The true-life stories?
Apart from Joe Louis, the only
biographical heroes were Eddie
Cantor, Sol Hurok, Houdini and
Crazy Legs Hirsch.

These five gentlemen, now im-
mortalized on film, have given
many people many hoars of pleas-
ure off the screen. But with all
history to choose from, is this
all Hollywood can do on the
sublect of greatness? During the
Roosevelt era we saw a sampler
of what could be done: Zola,
Juarez, Pasteur, Dr. Ehrlich,
Madame Curie . ..

During the Ag. of Hisenhower,
alag, the great humanists ars nof
the proper stuff of heroism. To

Continued on page 12
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Continued from page 11

be sure, there were seven scienbist-

heroes last year, but all were of

the science-fiction variety, given

to interplanetary conquest, and

movre of a threat than a boon to
" mankind,

. Objective

So much for the occupabions of
the current hero. But what of his
goals ? What is he after?

Curiously enough, the goal is not
often a woman. The romantic
love story is on the way out.
The aero still meets a woman in
his adventures, but she remains
incidental to or an obstacle to his
main drive.

In current pictures,
has contrived something that
might be termed the military tri-
angle : the guy, the girl and the
army. Inthe two most highly-
touted war films of 1953, it 1s
the army, and not the girl, who
gets the guy ( From Here “fo
Eternity, Take the High Ground),

Vengeance has it over women
as a goal, and money has it over
vengeance., Nobt just a modest
sum of money, but an unearned
fortune. Of course, fortune hunt-
ing is no novelty on the screen
but the pursuit of other people's
riches, once the hallmark of the
villain, has become an acceptable
attribute of the hero (Fair Wind
to Java, Blowing Wild, Plunder
of the Sun.)

Free-Booter

A host of current pictures pres-
ents a fresebooter-hero who braze-
enly iuterferes in the affairs of
anobher nation—usually a colonial

country. At a time when embar
rassed politicians assure us that
L impelialiam is a thing of
the past, movie stars are busy:
glorifying white supremacist ad-
ventures, A few prime examples:

His Majesty O'Keefe.

Burt Lancaster, a Yankee sea
caphain, makes a fortune on copra
in the Fi;i Islands, fights Fijian
“idlenes and superstition,” wins
conbrol of the island, and has him-
gel{ erowned king,

x2

LYWOOD"S

Hollywood,

N

Appointment in Honduras

Glenn Ford crosses vhe Ceatral
American Jungle to deliver money
that will be used to overthrow a
Honduras president, thus demon-
straling the right of a U, 8.
resident to overthrow a government

by feree and violcnee so long as
it is not hiz own.
Wings of the Hawk

Van Heflin, a U. S. engineer,

struggles to save his Mexican gold
mine from appropriation by the pr-
ovisional government. He becomes
a leader of the insurrectionists,
dynamities his own mine to achieve
victory over the government forces.

King of the Khyber Rifles

Tyrone Power, a half-caste Brit-
ish officer in India, crushes an
Afridi uprising, led by his brother,
against British rule. By this ser-
vice to the Crown Ty proves he Is
more Iinglish than Indian.

White-Mans Burden

Thesge are bub a fraction of the
while man s-burden pictures recent-
ly released. The titles alone show
taat the THollywood freebooters
encircle the globe: East of Sumatra
(Jeff Chandler); Drums of Tahaiti,
(Dennis O Keefe): Jamaica Run
(Ray Milland}): Desert Legton
(Alan Ladd; Flame of
Calcutta, White Witch Doctor,
The Royal African Rifles.

In such films, the hero’s per-
sonality is an almost constant fae-
tor. He behaves much the same
whether he lives in the 20th cen-
tury or the 12th. Director George
Stevens once remarked that Shane,
like all Western heroes, was a
buckskin Galahad, a 19th century
counterpart of the chivalrous
knights of f{eudal mythology.

If the analogy is apt it is only
because the cellulpid Shane and the
eelluloid laneelet ara interchan-
geable, and darive from the same
source; Hollywood's Knights of
the Round Table lean*more heavily
on the funny papers than on Sir
Thomas DMalory, and Shane hLas
more in comwmwon with. Mickey
Spillane than with the actual
pioneers of the Wast,
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In fact, little of chivalry re-
mains in the current hero. Not
only bas poor Mr. Deeds vanished
from the secreen, but the tradition-
al virtues of the romantic hero
are on the wane, and what emer-
ges is the fascist personality,

Superman

Some of my friends think fhe
label “‘faseist” overstates the case.-
Their complaint against the con-
temporary hero is that he is Sup-
vrman, without flaw or frailty,
perfection itgelf, hence not to be
taken seriously,

But what is this “‘perfection?”’
It is comparable to Hitler's use
of Siegfried, the fusion of legendary
demigod and Nazi murderer.

During seven years of cold war
hysteria, the moral values of the
movie hero have undergone a-
subtle alteration. What was once
vice now parades as virtue, and
it U.$S. andiences cannot yet.
whole-heartedly approve their
heroes’ conduct, they ars asked
at least to condone it Consider,.
for example:

Return to Paradise

When Cary Cooper's Polynes-
ien mistress dies in c¢hild birth,

he flees from the island, abando-
ning the new-born baby. We are-
asked to condone the desertion:

as a symptom of grief, not irre-
sponsibililty.

]

In Hondo, killer John Wayne:
shoots a rancher, later lives hap-
pily ever after with the rancher s
wife and son. But the most fab-
ulous character in this picture is.
a vicious dog that follows Hondo
about. Hondo -wont let anyone
feed this dog; even Hondo refuses:
to feed it. The dog is supposed to-
live off the land, chomping down
on whatayer living flesh is availa-
ble. This passes for a lesson in
self-reliance,

White Witch Doctor 3

Opens with a scene on a Congo-
dock, where white hunter Roberk
Mitebhun: has  assembled some
caged animals, ameng them &
particularly violent and murder-
ous gorilla, When aun African

Coubinued on pag.: 13
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U.S.-PAX PACT,
A TRAGIC FARCE

L.AHORE, August 5,

~ The Pakistan Times, La-
hore's popular English daily,
has urged the Government to

diate the Pakistani-American
military aid pact which it said
had apparentiy f(ailed to
achieve what was supposed fio
be its primary ob ective.

The paper said the agree-
ment hecame a “tragic farce”
when considered in the light
of reporty that the total
ampunt of aid to Pakistan
which' the U.S. experts had
in mind was less than one
malf of Pakistan's annual
military budget and that the
proposed initial allocation
was no more than Rs. 10
eroves, of which a substantial
proportion would he devoted
to expenditure on auxiliary
United States personnel.

It added: "“The Muslim
League leaders and their
apologists have always assert-
ed with great confidence that
as the result of the pact,
Pakigtan’s military strength
would receive a tremendous
hoost, and it has been argued
{| that in return for our country
4l being made militarily im-
I pregnable, we should accept
the disadvantages of the
arrangement—the various
military, political and econo-
mic restrietions.

“Tt appears, however, thatb
the 11.8. Government does nob
consider the actual arms aid
to be of any great importance.
Tf Ameriea’s confribution is
il to he nearly one half of our
normal defence budget, and if
the allocation for the first
year is to be dess than the
amount vaised by the latest
Pakistani Government loan in
one day, even thoss who, for
some reason, accept the neces
sity of foreign military aid
will admit that Pakistan is
being made the victim of a
eruel hoax,”’ the paper said.—

take immediate steps to repu-
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HOLLYWOOD’S NEW HERO

Continued from page 12

whacks the gorilla with a stick,
Mitehum slugs the African. Since
we are told that the hnnter is a
man who sympathizes with the
Africans, this scens must be a
lesson in relative vdlues: tha gorilla
i3 woth more than a Negro.

In His Majesty O'Keefe, Burt
Lancaster, married to a Melan-
esian girl, dallies with other Mel-
anesian women. The audience is
asked to accept this with amused
tolerance—for after all, the wife
hersell is Melanesian.

Such examples could ba mulbip-
lied tenfold. The point is that these
moral lapses are not presenfed
ag chinks in the here’s armor
or as fanlfs that make him human.
The audiencs is asked to identify
with ¢this hero as he is—fo
belieyve him;, pull for him and, in
the énd acclaim what he has done.

Fascist

I do not know to what degree
. 5. audienees have accommo-
dated to the budding fascit hero.
Hrom all reports, he isnot a
howling suceess at the box office.
But let us not bhe too quick to
assert that deecent people ‘‘see
through'’ these pictures,

The very fact thal so many-
people still dismiss the whiteman’s

burden films as “escapist’ is
cause for alarm. They are nob
escapist, b ut propaganda films,

. expressing the doetrines of Man.

ifest Destiny, the American Cen-
tury and white supremacy in gaudy
technicolor. .

The men who produce thesa
picbures hope you will absorb them
without erifical serutiny, that you
will be sufficiently diverted by
their heroes imperialist adventn-
ves to forget the unsung heroas
of your damoecratic heritage,

Myr. Deeds

Nobody is going to  hold his
breath saiting for Hollyweod to
sercen the life of Frederick Dong-
lass, or Tom Paine, or Sacco and
Vanzetti. Only a strong people’s
movement for [ilms produced in-
dependently of the hig monopelies
ean bring sueh epie themes fo life,

Meanwhile we ecannof remain
silent as the Hollywood hsro he-
comes a paragon of MeCarthyism,
I audience protest is loud enough,
ever the men who control the
movis industry cannof remain deaf
to it.

The faseist hero may be inval-
nerable on the gereen, but he is
not invulnerable at the box office;
and were he to perish there, we
might again see nice young men
like Mr. Deeds and Mr. Smitn,
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Continued from page 3

In 8. Korea's elections last
month, Syngman Rhee won only
a bare majority despite such

strong-arm tactics that ““numerous
protests have been filed with
UN observers’”™ (NYT, 23/5/54).
Rhee wanted a 2/3 majority in
the legislature to push through
amendmerfts granting him a third
term as President and permitting
him to hand over stateowned
industries to private firms., He
was reported (L., A, Herald-Express,
3/22) “‘struggling to unloose from
the backs of his people the hated
burden of government ownership
[of Japanese industries] trans
ferved to ..the ROK government,”
and to present them to Americans.
* L.with plans..to invest %180
millions in manufacturing, 170
millions in power, 150
in transportation and 50 millions
each in mines and f{isheries..."”

In Pakistan

Its larger pavt lying far to the
West across 1,000 miles of India,
Pakistan is now being grouped
with “'S. K. Asian nations’ dince
it signed an agreement May 19
to receive 1. 8. war material and
technical military aid, [ts 78 million
population, “‘strategically situabed
in the soufhern flank of Sovied
Raussia and China” (NYT, 23 5 54,
presants a tempting souvee of troo-
pé for U, 8. adventures in Asia.

Su(:h.hopes seemed dashed by
the March elections in . Pakistan,
the country’'s most populous part.

GURU SANJEEVY PILLS:-

Sovereign remedy for all kinds
of fevers, cough, indigestion eic
Excellent remedy for all complaints
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Very much appreciated by H, H,
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of Rishikesh, Maharajah of Jeypore
and othsr eminent personalities.
Packet of 25 pills ... 0-8-0
Bottle of 100 pills ... 1-8-0

Postagze Extra.

Rao Sahed M. Appalanzrasiah,
Assi tant Engineer, P,W.D:. (Retd.)
Maharanipeta P, O,
VISAKHAP ATNAM 2.

millions *
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ALLIES IN ASIA

A united front ineluding the
Communist Party captured 292 of
the 237 Ass¢mbly ssats reserved
for the majority of Moslems. The
pro U. 8. ruling Moslem League
party was virtually eliminated.
The newly-elected E. Pakistan
government, representing 56% of
the total Pakistan population, opp-
osed U.S. pelicy supported a
broad program of social and ceon-
omic reform, [avored collaboration
with neighbouring Indian territory,
demanded rvelease of all political
prisoners and reconstitution of the
Central Cabinet in which it should
have a ma ority.

Panicked by these developme-
nts, Pakistan’s Gov. Gen. Ghulam
Mohammed dismissed K. Pakis-
tan’s new government last week,
arrested 210 “key persons,”’ sent
more than 10,000 troops to fight
thousands of jute and paper mill

workers now on strike declared
martial law with ‘“‘strong man”
Defense Secy. Iskandar Mirza

as E. Pakistan's GGovernor.

The world waited to see if Wash-
ington would get these logs lashed
into a raft, and if so how long it
would float. National Guardian
New Youk June 7, 1954,

®

ONLY BENEFITS U. §.

Continued from page 6

Assistance programme is begin-
ning o assumse a truly, internatio-
nal character. This co-operation
between East ond West in a com-
mon endeavour to raise the stan-
dard of living everywhere is =
matter for reloicing, The first
reaction in the U. 8., however, has
been the deletion by the House
of Representatives of the entire
$18 million U. 8, contribution to
the U, N. Techniecal Assistance
programme, Whether this is an
attempt o wieck the whole tech-
nical assistanee programme time
alone will reveal.

interesting facts emerge from an
analysis ¢t the “'billions” which
the 1], S. gives out on aid to
foreign eountries, A total sum of
$3,419,380,000 has been approved
for foreign muilitary and egonomic
aid, Of this no less than %2505,
000.000 is to be used for the purchase
of surplus U. S. agriculwral comm-
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odities to be shipped abroad | As:
Presiden. Eisenhower pointed out, last
year it cost the U. S. government
rearly 530,000 an hour merely to
store the American farm surpluses
and the whole price support prog.
ramme costs the government about
%3 billions, There has been so far
no reduction in the farm surpluses;
instead it is accumlating at an increa=-
sing rate. Viewed in this context the
context the American aid programne
is a convenient instrument for disposi-
ng America’'s surplus produce.
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Continued f{rom page 4

-even relevance. Simultaneously,
‘the offender and his relatives may
expect to be mentioned in the
personal gossip columns of those
newspapers on pretexts thought to
be embarrassing.

“This technique has been used
on varions individuals and institu-
tions, great and small, for many
decades now. It provides the
large clientele of these papers with

salty reading—malice replacing
the pornography of the broader

kind of popular journalism. Tfs
effect on people in public life, the
potential vietinig, is usually some-
what numbing: they hesitate fo
involve themselves in such one-
sided methods of confroversy, and
tend either te avoid or to lawn
upon Lord Beaverhrook, like
schoolehildren smirking at  the
boy with a catapult.

“When we published an -article
on the hounding of Mrs. Donald
Maclean by the “Daily Express,”
the answer came [rom the “‘Eve-
ning Standard—which alleged
that a provision of our Trust
Deed was hostile to Jews and
Roman Catholics. Recently, we
published extracts from the pam.
‘phlet in which the staff of the
British Council showed how the
Beaverbrook papers had consis-

&t\ll\l

tently and de,l:bera.texy migrepre-
senved the Counecil’ swmk Back
came the reply from the ""Evening
Standavrd’’; wite ‘a roll of sbage
thunder they redoubled their accu-
sation of anti-Semitism and anbi-
Catholieism, or sucl, at any rate
appears to be Jhe impression ib
was intended fo convey.

We do not need to repeat here
the full reply we made when this
false accusation was previously
made. (We suspect that our
adversary is not very interested in
the substance of the accusation,
anyway.) And we make no ecom-
plaint. He has a catapult: so have
we—and we have every intention
of using ours, We will continue
to point out examples of what we
consider to be bad journalistic

practices, and will welecome eribi-,

cigm of our own hehaviour.

We would like to make our
motive clear. We do not consider
ourselves faultless, or superior fo
papers employing such practices.
‘We consider them our neighbours
and colleagues—exactly that is the
point. 1f there is a bully in a
community, someone ought to stand
up to. him. .| Newspaper bullies
should, we think, be answered by
other newspapers.

—The Observer, London, july 11, 1954,
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and China are being watched with
great interest. Here again, the
delegation has nearly everybody’'s
approval and good wishes. The
only exception was not, as could
have been expected, a die-hard
Tory, but a Labour man, Heector

MeNeill, a former Minister in Mr.

Attlee’s Government, He called
the delegation’s visit " irrespons-
ible and untimely’ and said the
visitors. ware lending themselves
to a Communist propaganda trick.
But then Mr. MeNeill was speak-
ing in the United States to an
appreciative audience, While Mr.
Attles is giving comfort to “‘the
enemy'’, his ex-colleague is making
up for the blunder by giving
comfort to those, for whom “pea-
ceful co-existence’’ is a naughby
word,
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London Letter

DR. OTTO JOHN & LORD RUSSELL

fiondon, 14th August 1954

The controversy about German
ye-armament, which I described
in my last letter, shows no sxgn

of abating. Although it is in
¥rance that the most crucial
decision will be made: at the
end of this month, the British

people are being reminded of the
(terman problem every time they
open & newspapet.

‘Otto John -,

The subject began to steal the
headlines with the dramatic
“desertion”’ to Bast Germany by
Dr. Otto John, head  of one of
West Germany’s intelligence ser-
vices. Now that all attempts
have had to he given up to
persuade a sceptical public that
Dr. John was kidnapped or en-
ticed over to the Soviet zone and
that it is admitted that he wont
of his own  free will, his revela-
tiong about the resurgence of
Nazism in West Germany cannob
{ail to make an impressien.

Tp till recently, the debate on
German® re armament took place
al.nost exclusively in the Labour
movement, all other sections of
the population having given
1.D C. its tacit approval. DBut
now far wider circles are being
made aware of the dangers. The
most popular and widely read
paper in Britain, the Conservative
Daily Express, could these days
easily he mistaken for the Com-
munist Daily Worker for all the
space and passion it devotes to
its warnings against German
militarism.

Revelation

Day after day, its star corres-

pondent in  Germany, Sefton
Delmer, i3 pouring forth the
most startling and frightening

ravelations—all _backed with facts,
figures and names—about the
exbent to which prominent hench-
moen of Hitles and active Jew-
baiters are omnce again in control
of all branches of public life in
West Germany. He also shows
bhow far the prep-mfatlwus have

came the

From
Our Specicl Correspondent

gone to build tp the German
armed forces far in excess of
what would be premitted under
EIDIC‘

More astonishing, perhaps, is
that the Liberal News Chronicle
(a staunch supporter of H.D.C.)
has been running a similar
series of articles, showing to
what extent democraecy is non-
existent in Adenauer-land. The.
“ Chronicle’'s”’ readers mush get
somewhat confused when they
compare these artieles with the
paper's editorials!

And now on top of all this
bombshell of Tord
Russell’s resignation. What hap-
pened is this: Over two years
ago, Lord Russell, holder of one
of the highest 'udicial offices in
the Government, sought and got
permission from the Government
to write a book recording German
war crimes and atrocities. Now
the hook, called °‘'The Scourge
of the Swastika (and based
entirely en official records and
on the Nuremberg war-crimes
trials) is ready for publication.

Advance Copy

But the Lord Chancellor,
had read an advance copy of the
book, told the author that “‘publ-
ication of this book would be ine-
ompatible with the holding of
judigial affice’’; in  other words:
suppress the book or resign, Tord
Russell resigned. The reasons the
Lord Chancellor gave for want-
ing to suppresss the = book are
interesting.

He sa:d that at a time w ]1011 the
question of German re armament
is an issue of acute public contro-
versy, the book, and especially
the photographs of eoncentration
camps, is likely to stir up hatred
of the German people and would,
thersfore, sm'engthen the hands

who

of those campaigring against.

re-arming the Germans.

‘Independence

To the credit of the British Press
it musthe pointed out that this
attempt of Government censorship
has been condemned by all pape-
rs. But the Lord Chancellor will
have achieved the opposite of
what he intended. His action has
provided the book with wnpreced-
ented publicity and assured itvof a
far bigger cireulation than if
would otherwise have reaulicil.

Altogether the British Press has.
lately shown far more spirit and
independence than it used to do.
It is no longer a case of each
paper loyally defending whatever
the party it supports does. Cyprus
is a case in point.  Almost with-
out exception the papers {includ-
ing Conservabtive ones ) have abla-
cked and condemned the Governm-
ent's vefusal even to consider the
Cypriots’ wish  for unicn with
Greece now or in the [uture.
“There can be no question of any

change of sovereignty 1w Cyprus’
gaid the Goverument spdkesman
during the Parliamentary debate

on the matter wust bafore the rec

835,

Because of strategic considevab-
ions, the Cypriots { 80 per cent of
whom are Greeks ) will not be
allowed to benefit from the Gove-
rnmemt’s declared policy of guid-
ing Britain's  colonies tow ards.
mds]renﬂencc and sell determina-
tion. What has  arcused most
indignation is the decision fto
enforee the sedition laws, under
which it becomes an offence,
punishable by up to five years.
imprisonment, for nnyone or any
papat to advocate unicn with
Greece. It speaks well for the
British press that it is disregarding
party loyalties and strutegic consid-
erations when it deews that a
grave injustice is being done.

Attlee

The British Lalour
travels through the Soyvieb

elegation’s
Union

Continued on page 13
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