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ANOTHER TRIAL

WILL “OBSERVER’”’ BE CHARGED ?

*

There is great deal of speculation among political and
other knowledgeable circles whether the Editor of the ““Ceylon
Observer’ will be tried at the Bar according to the provi-
sions of section 440A of the Criminal Procedure Code for
the report that was published on August 18, 1954,
stating that the Attorney-General had written to the Prime
Minister that a prima facie case of bribery had been made
out against an M.P,

oo Facsimile of the fi‘Ol?-f page of the j R P g e
“*Ceylon Obscrver’ of Angust 18, 1954 &
alleging that an M., P. has been i

m&gm in the net cast by the Bribery

Squad.........

AT BAR

The report in the Observer was
categorical about what it stabed.
An M. P, had been caught by the
Bribery Squad and that the Prime
Minister had been informed.
Though the paper. declared that
it was not divulging the mname
at that stage, other Members of
Parliament and large sections of
the publie immediately indentified
the M P. concerned. Loung hefore
the discussion took place in the
House in the afterncon regarding
the question of privilege, the city
of Colombo was buzzing with the
news that Mr. Iriyagolle was
the M.P. concerned.

No Sanction

It transpired in the
that the Speaker

House
knew nothing

about the matter and fthat his
sanction had not been obtained
for an investigation by the

Atforney-General. The Bribery
Act specifically lays down that
‘' the Attorney-Geneval siail not,
without the consent of the Pre-
sident of the Senate or the Speaker
of the House of Representatives,
as the case may be, hold an
investigation of an allegation of
bribery against a Senator or =a
Member of Parliament.”

In these cireumstances,
is no doubt that the report iz
incorrect, If it ware correct and
the Attorney-General has carriad

there

Continued on pags 15
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RUSSIA

The two-way traffic between
Moscow and New Delhi and Pek-
ing and New Delni is presently
jammed to the schedule. I ecan
remember vividly the not so distant
days when the traffic was thin and
all roads from New Delhi led to
Washington. During the past few
vears,] do not exactly remember
how many delegations and lone
individuals have ftraversed the
onee forbidden road. They must
be many times more than what
can easily recollect.

The latest is Ithe Cultural Deleg-
ation to Russia led by Mrs Mara-

gatham  Chandrasekhar,  Union
Health. Minister. The Delegation
ineludes. . top ranking musicians

like Rayvi-Bhankar, the voung Sitar
ﬂenius. The Cultural Delegatlon
is in.reeiprocation to the last year's
Soviet Cultural Delegation, which
took-the country by sﬁorm
Bouquet y

51 rﬂmembet‘ -the ‘evening : when
Prime Minister = Nehru, highly
animated and pleased; ran -to tha
floor and pressed a fine bouquet
of gorgeous colours down the hands
of Miss - Maya Plisetskayva, the
ballet “virtuoso from Moscow. She
had just done her finest number,
the Dying ‘Swan- and the' entire
house’was spellbound an@t’ then
the. tHunderons cheors; what appr-
ciation; what hlla,rmus— fequests
for a vepetﬂnon of ‘the: tr'eaat!

Later, when I askad Maya of
wha,t she. felt, of the Prime Minis-
tor's comphments she.. was all
%mde%,.ammated herself .and . said;

o aah, gmng to remamhel it all
my life.”” And so.are. many-- teng
of thousands of people who were
lucky euough bo- get ticketsto the
Soviet performances. - The ‘treat
was unforgetable, unbelieveably
aesthetic’ and’ satisfying.

How will “our “Cultural’ Amba-
ssadors fare in Soviet Russia ?
How will the Russians who. ar®

2

INDO-CHINA

& DANNY KAYE

known for their consummate 15ve
for ballet, concert, and musical
solos take our peformances ?

I do not think it is very risky
to predict a generalised answer.
Almost all the members of the
Russian troupe, which was here
last vear, acquainted themselves
with their  counterparts here.
Their comments then was, to say
the least, an acknowledgement of
the fact thsy India has not sfopped
singing since Tamsen; and dancing
sinee Urvasi,

Indo~China

There is yet another kind of
traffic which which lis rather one-
way' just at thelmoment but it might
furn into a two way traftic hefme

iong. We have had thousands of
years’ of: contact . with South
East Asian countries. But for

a .,ouple ‘of eenturies, Time séem-
ed 'tc have had

India. The hands ef the clock
are , moving once again.

Planes and ships are carrying
Indian administrators, - soldiers,

and clerks to all sorts of places in
Indo-China. Secon hundreds of
Indians will setile. there doing a
peaceful full time job for a period
of two years. Planes are just
zoomingabout, Men are packing,
women folks and children ure
children are seeing their dear ones
leave. BEvrybody working in the
Secretariat is talking about who is
going to Indo-China and who is not.

. Here it is a different kind of
gomg abroad.  Formerly India
sent . only” cannon fodder to fight
{'*he w!ntemen% battles and some
‘yesmen’ civilians to do the dirby
work of ‘representing’ India in
the 'Blltlsh sponsored conferences,
and now if an Indian soldier
leaves the shores it is only for
giwork and.if acivilian attends
1
ding two  fighting sides
peaceful confabul atiou |

into a
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“His manners

* stopped “ in ¢

g inostly for hol-+:

Danny Kaye

Nof that our traffic with Amer-
ca ig only limited to “donors’” and
Dulles. There iz an occasional
departure. And when thera is a
departure people are not slow in
making the best of it.

One sueh departure was the
recent visit of Danny Kaye, the
comedian wizard. His presence in
the Capital was a healthy balm.
were absolutely
informal, unassumingly humane.
The way he went ahout and mixed
with the unde.dogs, and shunaed

‘sociables’ was something which
New Delhi shall hardly every
forget,

Danny Kaye's meteoric rise
from slum to Beverly Hills, like
Charlie Chaplin, was no fawour
done to him by Hollywood Grand

Mughals. That underdog feeling
in him, that lonely character, the
oppressed looks, the hilarious

sides trampling laughter, and {ine
portraiture of reality brousht him
where he is; the gold-digger, His
visit to New Delhi was such a
happy  occasion. He is a true
American, the American of Abra-
ham Linclon's kind, the American
of George Washington fame, the
American  who vefuses fto be
nose-roped by John Foster Dulles.

August 22, 1954 Shibdas Banetji

Next Week

MORE ABOUT THE A.1.C. C.

— held over from this week

EXCHANGE CONTROL DEPT.

— scandal hushed

TFIBUNE



Flood Control

INDIAN ENGINEERS VISIT CHINA

SPEED OF CONSTRUCTION UNIQUE

A delegation of Indian engineers
consisting of of Shri Kanwar Sain,
Chairman, Central ~Water and
Power Commission, and Dr. K. L.
Rao, Director of Designs was sent to
China to gbudy flood control mea-
sures adopted on the rivers in thab
country. As (lood control works on
the Kosiriver are to be started
this year, it was considered desir-
able to get information on similar
rivers such as the Yellow River in

China. The delegation toured
China for'two monbths covering
nearly 7600 miles and
studied various proiects. They

vigited important laboratories on
viver bhasins like the Yellow, the
Huai, the Yangtze, the Yunting
and the Pearl.

Flood Control

Most of China's
more than 400 million people
live in these basins. The most
important problem in these basins
is flood control and prevention of
inundation of vast fertile and
low lying lands. Year after year
floods were causing in the past
damage to the erops in large areas.
The flood control measures- were
intended to eliminate this annual
loss of crops and damage to the
habitations.

population i.e.

The engineers studied various
flood control works done so far.
The. works consisted in strengthe-
ning and adding, whers mnecessa-
ry, dvkes on either side of the
rivers in a continuous and meth
odical manner. .

_ The Indian engineers observed,
in particular, that the work was
being done with excellent speed.
The main irrigation canal known
as the North Kiangsu Canal in the
Huai Basin 15 420 feet wide and
100 miles long which carries 25,
000 eusecs—the biggest of its kind
in the world.. The entire work
was done in 80 days by peasant
labour which comprised 1. 2 mill-
ion people. Similarly, some -of
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their diversion works such as the
Chingkiang Sluice, nearly fiva
eighths of a mile long on the river
Yanguze were all done in very
short periods. '

Speed

Although the magnitude of the

. work involved, in gene-al, is less

than in some of the projects in
India, the speed of construction
attained in the projects in China
is unique. All this work bas
been done mainly with human
labour and with very litfle of
machinery. = The main reason f{or
the speed is stated to be the enth-
usiastic co-operation of peasant
workers,

This is achieved by educating
and acquainting the worker with the

obects and details of the work
which make him feel that he is

an equal partner in a great
undertaking,  Combined with
this education, many amernities

ara provided at the site such as
libraries, theatres, musis, photo
display, medical anld educational
facilities. :

The careful flood control studies
made on Jdifferent river systems
in China lead the Indian engineers
to coneclude that the Kosi plans
as aow drawn up are quite sound
and consistent with the evperia-
nee g~ined on the rivers in China.
Tt is  felt that if the cooperation
of the peopls in the Kosi area
is forthcoming as on the Chinese
pro ects, the Kosi pro'ect can
be speeded up and the benefits of
flood control reaped even earlier
than estimated.

From New India—a Bulletin
published by the Indian High Com-
misson 11 Colombo.

HUAI RIVER PROJECT
|
- : !
Ceremonial Opening of the North Kiangsu Canal in te Hual Basin.
1t is the biggest of its kind in the world.
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation. 3
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Without Comment

FRENC

My, SUNTHARALINGAM : 1 want
to know what was the reason
for the econferment of the Croix
de Guerre de Legion dHonnéur
on the fight hon. Gentleman. I
want te know what was the great
meritorious serviece that was ren-
dered by the right hon. Gentle-
man to France deserving of such
an honour,

The Hon, Mr, B, A. NUGAWELA
(Minister of Health): Will you
pronounce that correctly? Your
pronuneiation of it is all wrong.

Mr. SUNTHARATINGAM: My
pronuneiation of it is pbrfectly
correct., [ am relerring to the
conduct of the right hon. Gentle-
man. The head of the Govern-
ment of this country, the person
who cecupies a position next $o
the Governor General, accepts a
foreign honour. Why has
honour been ecanferred on fiim ?

Mr. KEUNEMAN: TFor services
rendered ! .

Mr, SUNTHARALINGAM : T want

to know why he was given this
honour. Why did he not reject it ?

The Hon., Major JAYAWICK-
REME : Why should he reject it.
Mr. SUNTHARALINGAM: I am

glad you are twisting your tongue
in that way. An honour is con-
ferred for one of two reasons—
as a recognition of meritorious
service or as a bribe,

The Hon. Mr. J, R. JAYEWAR-
DENE : The Queen received a
foreign houour.

Mr. SUNTHARALINGAM: The
Queen received a foreign honour
because she is a constitutional
monarch, and she returned it!

The Rt. Hon. Sir J. EKore-
LAWALA ;. What about Sir Wins-
ton Churehill ?

Mr. SUNTHARALINGAM: Sir
. Winston OChurchill received a
foreign honour and he conferred
back a similar honour. What is

4

t.h{sm

|
ElAn Extract- from Hansard of

August 3, 1954

the honour my good Friend is

going to hestow on the Govern-
ment of France ?
The Rb: ‘Honp, ' 51y J. Korn-

LAWATIA =
ship !

A Maha- Mudaliyar-

Mr. SUNTHARALINGAM : Ishe
going to confer a Maha-Mudali-
yarship on the President of the
French Republic? And if he does
so, what is the guid pro quo?
Ts it because the Croix de Guerre
was conferred-on him? This is
not a laughing matter. I repeat
that the ecliarge has been made on
a publie platform, and it has
been repeated in the international
field, that my good Friend the
Rt. Hon. Prime Minister got this
great award [lor service rendered.
That service was the granting of
permission to the Globemasters,
which were carrying French para-
troopers to Indo China, to touch
down in Ceylon. And what is
still worse, he is the one who
speaks about communism and
irreligion but, yet, he was res-
ponsible for dealing death to
those unfortunate Buddhist and
Catholic people in Viet Nam.
They were the vietims of this
murderous act of his.

I must go a little further. You
see, Mr. Chairman, we are now
in a very dificult world. My
good Friend spoke about a com-
munist stooge but he knows that
there will never bhe one in this
country.

The Bt., Hon. Sir J. KOTELA-
wana: You are a lunatic.

YOU BUY WITH CONFIDENCE
WHEN YOU BUY GOODS
ADVERTISED IN “TRIBUNE” .. -

“high standard of debate.

HONOUR

Mr, BUNTHARALINGAM: He
ealls me a lunatic, Sir. 1 may
be ‘a lunatic according to him

but in my view he is worse than
a lunatic; he is a villain.

The Hon.
REMT :

Major JAYEWICK:
You are a fool.

The Hon. Mry.
DENE: Order!

J. R. JAYEWAR-

The CHATRMAN ;: The hon. Mem-
her must not use the word *‘lunatic’.

Myr. SUNTHARALINGAM : T used
the word just by way of juxta-
position, 8ir: a sort of quid pro
quo.

The CHAIRMAN: Hon. Mem-
bers should aot ase such words in
this House. It is very improper.
There is a certain dignity attached
to this House and it is up to hon,
members to uphold that dignity.
I find that, very often, I have to
call certain hon. Members to Order.
Please keep in mind that the dig-
nity of this House has to be main-
tained at a very high level and
also remember that that is what T
expect from hon. Members.

Mr., SUNTHARALINGAM : I
thank you, Sir, but please forgive
me for that because it was promip-
ted by a remark made by my good
Friend over there. T apologize.

The OHAIRMAN : Those on the
front Benches of both sides of the
House should bear in mind that
they have to set an example to the .
backbenchers and maintain & very
But they
are not doing that. T must congra-
tulate the backbenchers hecause
they have always kept to a high
standard,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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Seditious Libel

LONDON “TIMES” WARNING

That all the thirteen Cypriok
newspapers published in Greek
should agree to suspend publica-
tion; in protest against an - alleged
threat by the Government of the
island to their freedom of expres-
sion, is a gesture that cannot be
ignored in an Empire that prides
itself upon promoting liberty of
thought throughout its dominion,
The public . conscience in Great
Britain will be the more sensitive
because this act of repression, if
such it is found to be, follows so
closely upon the promise of a cons-
titution for Cyprus that it can be
represented as a corollary.

‘Enosis

The promise is, of course, linked
with the recent explicit declaration
by the British Government in the
House of Commons that the
demand for union with Greece, or
Enosis, cannot be granted now or
in any future that can be foreseen.
Cypriot nationalists must reconcile
themselves to this declaration of
policy.

The three British outposts in the
Mediterranean — Gibraltar, Malta,
and Cyprus—are all key points in
world strategy. The obligation to
give their peoples good government
is absolute, but the United King-
dom would be:false to vital interests
if it surrendered its control of these
strongholds.

It should not be assumed that
even the Greek-speaking ma oriby
in Cyprus are unanimous for
Enosis. Certainly the Turkish
minority are predominansly against
it. There are moderates of both
races who are ready fto co-operate
in working the new constitution;
and much the ‘most honourable
reason yeb given for what at first
sight appears the mnew policy of
‘repression is that it 1s intended to
protect these against persecubion
by controlling the excesses of the
fanatics of Enosis.

Seditious

The policy has been inaugurated
by a statement in the Gazette of
the island for August 2 to the effect

AUGUST 28, 1954

We publish in full an Edi-
torial that appeared in the
London “*Tim2s” on August
10, 1954 entitled RIGHTS
OF CYPRIOTS. We draw
special attention to thein~
sistence that even when
political passions run high,
qaestions of fact on political
matters should be decided
by a jury: and also to the
emphasis on the principle
that “the liberties of the
subject should depend
directly on the law, and not
on the forbearance of the
executive.”

that the past indulgence in con-
nexion with saditious conspiracies
apd seditious utterances or publi-
cations and unlawful associations
will not be continued and that
offenders will henceforth be prose-
cuted. The ATTORNEY-GENERAT,
who thus paraphrases the official
notbice, addressed representatives of
the Press the same day in defence
of his thesis that the restrictious
on their freedom, ,which they had
good reason to apprehend, were no
more than the enforcement of
existing law.

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL, was
able to show that it is nof only in
Cyprus but in the United Kingdom
that the law defines sedition in
broad terms, It is a misdemeanour
in Britain to publish matter with a
geditious intention, and according
to STTHPHEN'S Digest of the Crimi
nal Law, which is followed almost
textually by Section 3 of the Sedi-
tious Publications Liaw of Cyprus:

a seditious intention is an inten-
tion to bring into hatred or
contempt, or to excite disaftection
against the person of, Her
Majesty, her heirs or successors,
or the government and constitu-
tion of the United Kingdom, as
by law established, or either
House of DParliament, or the
administration of justice, or fo

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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excite Her Majesty’'s subjects to
attempt, otherwise than by law-
ful means, the alteration o: any
qnatter in Church or State by law
established, or to incite any
person bo commib any crime in
disturbance of the peace, or to
raise discontenf or disaffection
amongst Her Majesty's sub ects,
or to promote feelings of ill-will
anl hostility between diflerent
classes of such subjects.

Intention

In general it is difficult to cons-
tiue the words so as to bring info
peril the rational advocacy of any
change, as distinet from threatening
a breach of the peace. This is
equally true of the corresponding
form of words in the Cypriot Law,
which, however, adds to the Eng-
lich definition “‘an intention . . . .
to bring about a change in the
sovereignty of the Colony.”

In the conditions of the present
moment this phrase will mean to
any Cypriot the advocacy of Enosis;
and this is clearly what it means
to the ATTORNEY GENERAL, who
was asked by the Correspondent of
The Times ab Nicosia whether it
would be an offence to distribute in
Cyprus an English or foreign
hewspaper containing an article in
favour of Enosis. He replied that
it was = technieally an ~offence,
though he added that there would
in practice be no prosecution unless
there were ‘‘an obvious seditious
intention,”’ '

Jury
Now it is ultimately for the
Courts in Cyprus to pronounce

upon the rather startling proposi-
tion that it is even technically, an
offence in itself to advance a
reagoned argument for a policy to
which a large part of the people
are devoted. But they will un-
doubtedly attach great weight to

_the pronouncements of the Courts

at  Westminster, of which one
hitherto considered authotitative
was delivered by MR. JUSTICE
COLERIDGE in the case of Rex v.
Aldred in 1909,

Continued on page 14



NAZISM

DR. OTTO JOHN AND U. S.

NEW YORK, Aug. 12
There is something, bordering
almost on the childish, in the way
Washington and Bonn are trying
to minianrise the blow to seeurity
and prestige “which the Adenauer
Government has suffered hy the
defection to the Communists of Dr,
Otto John, Chief of the Waest
German secret police.

Though they do not publicly
admit it, it is indeed the bigsest
set back that the Bonn Governm-
ent has suffered and many politiel
apalysts fear it may cause serious
damage to chances of West Ger-
man re-armaiment.

No Mystery
dver ‘sinece Dr. John crossed
the Berlin ruhicon, American

commentators, obvieusly fed by
those mysterious well informed
official sources,” have been build-
ing up a
been kidnapped or lured undev
false. pretences and was heing
used by the Communists for pro-
paganda under duress.

The Otfo John case as reconstr-
ucted by these Pressmen looks
lilte a Sexton Blake mystery with
‘the only difference that here the
villains have got away with their
plot., A few hours bhefore Dr.
John held his Press conference
‘yesterday, tens of thousands of
Americang were reading a report
by the columnist, Marquis Childs,
from Berlin, which Ameérican
officials place great confidence
and which has proved remarkably
trustworthy in the past as saying
that Dr. John had committed
guicide several days ago; perhaps,
this source will now eclaim that
the man who held the conference
was nob John but his double.

Even after the Press conference,
Washington officials had been
trying to discount what Dr, John
had said by suggesting that he was
being {forced to say: such things
and must have undergone Commu-
nist brain- washing for three weelks.

British Warning Recalled

However, the Herald Tribune
correspondent, Coblenz,” who

6

story that he must, hdvae
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We publish below with
acknowledgertents to the Madras
“Hindu " «a despatch from K,
Balaraman on the significince
of Dr. Otto John’s crossing over
to East Berlin.

covered the Press conference says
that later he and two British
reporters, who had known John,
had a private talk with him for
45 minutes and “it was clear Dr.
John was talking of his own
volition.””  After the Press confer
ence ons would be justified in
shelving the Washington and Bonn
theory of kidnapping. These two
capitals are apparently frying to
cover up what has happened in
order to gustain the morale of
their eamp.

Waghington has particular rea-
son to be redfaced because it
seems that  British intelligence
warned the United States Gove-
gument that Dr,  John was not
reliable and vet D, John was
later received warmly in Washin-
gton and had long discussions
with Mr. Allen Dulles, Chief of
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the American Secret Police, and
Mr. Edgar Hoover, Chief of the
F. B. 1., both of whom, it is
understood, had taken Dr. John
into confidence. At the Press
conference, Dr. John tried to make
the point that it 'was after his
American visit that he decided to
go BEast.

Significance of Episode

Some neutral observers at the
United Nations suggested to me
that Dr. John’s defection may he
an index of the growing sentiment
in West Germany that unificat-
ion ecan be achieved only by negot-
iabing with the Communists; the,
same point was made by the for-
mer German Chancellor Bruen-
ing and Luther recently,

The John episode also focusses
ra- Nazification which
has heen quietly going on in West
Germany. It  may also make
Western European Powers pause
and examine the wisdom of coun-
ting West Germany as a staunech
politieal ally; there isan old
that Cermans stand for
Germans and for nobody else.
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RAILWAY

As a sbep forward towards
democratization of the Indian
Railways, Loeal and Regional

Railway Consultative Committees
have been formed in place of the
old Advisory Committees, with a
Central Consultative Council ab
Government of India Headquart
ers. These are composed of
reprogentatives of all sections of
the public, viz. trade and industry,
the local bodies, the general trave-
lling publie of the area and so on.

At a recent meeting of the
Railway Users’ Consultative Cou-
neil, Shri Lal Bahadhur Shastri,
the Union Minister for Transport
and Railways, declared that the
Government would discuss all
matters of interest with -the
Consultative Counneil.

Discussion

A large mnumber of important
sub eets have been referred to the
Counecil. These matters are referred
at times to the regional councils
for report. Interested parties are
invited to send in their proposals
to the National Council as well
as to the Regional Couneils,

*“One of the matters,” stated
the Minister in his speech ab the
meeting, “'T have heen frequently
emphasising is as regards the sort
cof relationship that should subsist
between fthe travelling . public and
the Railway staff, We are impr-
essing the railway staff their

- WONDERFUL PREDICTIONS.

Definite and accu-
rate answers on
any 5 queslions
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‘ free forecast for
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date of birth.
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CONSULTATIVE COUNCILS

The Minister of Transport
and Works should set wp stnilar
. committees tn  Ceylon. The
Indian set-up with modifications
will provide the Minister with |
an organised body of informed
opiaion on problems connected
| with rail transport in the island.
At present, the Minister is at
the mercy of railway officials
and other bureaucrats in regard |
to what is considered good and
proper for the travelling public.
—Editor

various ommissions, the necess-

ity for their rendering satisfactory

and courteous gervice to the
publie, but T want*thepublic also
to co-operate with the Railway
Staff in all possible ways, especia-

in checking ficketless traval,
eradicating the beggar nuisance
and so on. If they bhoth under-
stand and appreciate their mutnal
problems it will facilitate .natters
allround. You could also help us
with your views in thess matbers.

“May I hope,” he added, “that
the National Council at the Centre,
as also the Zonal and  Regional
Consultative Committees will become
forums for constructive criticism of
Retlway working and that i their
reconstituted pattern they will be-
come msiruments. of gocdwill and
understanding between the Gover
nment agency providing rail trans
port in the country on the one hand
and those having to use it on the
other ! The advice tendered by the
council will naturally comm ind utmos
consideration from the Government. ¢

For the full background story of the China
Pact and the attempis 1o sabotage it

READ

RICE AND RUBBER

the Story of China- Ceylon Trade
S. P. AMARASINGAM

Published by the Ceylon Economic Research Association
Rupees Five .
......... Written in a breezy style, Rice and Rubber is a documentary......
...... for economists, journalists and politicians the book is a valuable asse
to understand modern Ceylon......... X .
G T The book has served an important objective, namely to underlind
the need for correct appraisal of the economic policies which underdevelopee
Asian countries should adopt... .. the book moves with a tempo and deftness
of touch suggesting an intimate knowledge of facts and a proper perspective

pp. 208

of a trained journalist.........

‘. .....The study has been made authoritative by innumerable facts and
figures and is written in a style which will atiract attention....”

Peking Government.........

“‘Amongst the very few books on Ceylon, Riee and Rubber will find
a permanent place among the bookshelves of serious students of Ceylon
economics and politics.........it is more t'han a story of
It is the story of the American intrigue in Ceylon

Available from

BASIC ENGLISH BOOKSTALL
99, Chatham Street, Colombo 1.

Plione :

......... The book is more than a record of the great controversy that raged
in Cevlon when negotiations were conducted between Ceylon and the present

Postage 35 Cents

— mrite Bazaar Patrika 21]2]5

—  Hindustan Times 1/4/54

—  Bharat Jyoti 24/1[54

—  Sunday Standard 14]2{54

the Pact itself.
to sabotage the

— Blitz  30/1]54

3451.
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& CRIME DETECTION

& HOUSING

TRIAL BY SLANDER

The Obseter report that

a4 prima facie case had been
made out against an Independent
Member of Parliament is
something that should not . be
lightly dismissed. Apart from the
«question of whether the report is
a breach of privilege of the House,
there “is no doubt that there ean
be no foundation for the
beeause the Bribery Act lays down
that the Attorney General should
obtain the sanction of the Speaker
before making any investigations
ahout a Member of the House
of Representatives. The fact thet
Speaker has declared that no

sanction, had heen obtained taken .

together with the (fact
Attorney-General is
about legal procedure can lead
only to one inference that the
story is incorrect,

that the
meticulous

It is not for us to be interested
in the question of how the Observer
<ame by the story. But it is
in the public interest to remind
the Observer that when certain
other newspapers and we curselves
published stories about bribery in

high places :and about big fish,

the entire gang of Lake House
publications made a hue and ery
about ** false and libellous stories,”
about ''trial by rumour and
slander ” - and the like, High
personages in this country thought
it necessary to deseribe us as the
““sutber press”’, . However, their
vituperaticns were
Our stories were proved correct.

But now, when the Observer
publishes a story that is inherently
incorreet and obviously defamatory,
these high personges are
and quiet. There are no protests.
There is no
“trial by rumour’’.

What is sauce for the ‘‘ gutter

press”’ should be sauce for Lake

8

story,

short-lived, .

gilent -

campaign abouf’

House too. And if alleged
defamatory statements in the Trirne
should lead to such fateful
consequences as a ftrial at Bar
under section 440A, then if the
Observer has transgressed the
law it should also be
with in the same
Minister of Justice should in
fairness to all econeerned look
into this aspeet of the matter.

way. The

Police

The public is daily growing
more and more concerned about
the inability of the police to deal
with problems of crime detection.
The Wellawatte double murder
case is only an illustration of
of the inefficiency that seems to
characterise the crime section of
the police.

We had ocecasion to . commend
the good work done by the police
during the recent Munici pal
Elections, and it is a matter to be
regretted that the police are not

able to organise their crime
section to provide the public
 with better service. The found-

ation of gociety rests, among
other things, upon the ability of

the BSfate to restrain its anti-
social elements from preying
upon the rest of society. It is

one of the main functions of the
police force to keep such elements
in cheek just as it is also a

duty ineumbent upon the State
to take “measures to prevent
crime arising from economic

factors and to reform sections of
tha community which have slipped
into anti—social ways owing a
variety of factors that stem from
modern civilisation.

. In this connection, it is
neeessary to draw attention fo
the fact that the import and
sale of American erime comies and
murder thrillers of a cheap variety

dealb .

consbitutes a danger that does
not seem to be recognised by
the Government.  Whilst the
authorities are quick to ban films
of good quality for apparently
politieal reasons, no action seems
to be forthcoming in regard to
publications and films that corrupt
youthful minds and drive them
to erime as an easy way oub of
earning - an inecome or ar a
solution to unemployment.

Housing

Government spokesmen are
crowing from the house-tops about
the wonderful feat of building
forty houses in twenty five days.
Or 18 it twenty five houses in
forty days? Tt does not really
matter whether it iz twenty-five
or forty, What matters is that
the Government is quick in blow-
ing its own trumpet about minor
feats, but is silent swhere great
defaults arise.

When four thousand, nay four
hundred houses, have been put up
in double quick time at low rates,
then it is time enough to talk about
the great progress in house-build-
ing. Itisalso significant that
this housing scheme is in the
electorate of a former Minister of
Finance. The public of Colombo
is anxious to know why this spl-
endid feat of building forty houses
could not be put into operation in
Mallika Lane or Kuppiawatte. Is
it that only good U. N. P. electo-
rates will get the benfit of such
building schemes, or iz there
some other mysberious reason for
this phenomenon?

Whilst the Minister is bragging
about more houses, house rents in
Colomho for tiny new houses for

, the middle classes has reached fant-

astie limits, Decontrol of rents for
new houses has creafed new.,. prob-
lems of living. ™ :
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Last week the Observer spread-
-eagled Independent M. P. on ifs
front-page with an thrilling aceo-

unt of how the Attorney-General

had sent a report to the Prime
Minister that a prima facie case
had been made out against ‘‘an
Independent M. P,”- Very gra’

eiously, the Observer confided to
its readers that the name could not
be divulged.

Isut in the lobbies of the House
of Representatives the Obscrver
story led to many  repercussions.
An Independent Memher put up a
nofice with the names of all ten
_Independents in the House with a
title THE SUSPECTS. Very shortly
after that, a particular M.P, charged
a very high personage with having
endeavoured to frame him up be-
cause of political opposition to a
clique.

In the House itgelf, it transpired
that the Speaker, who should have
been informed before an  investi-

“gation was launched, admitted that

he knew nothing ahout it. He sta-
“ted that he would inquire into the
mabter—for the newspaper report
involved a question of privilege.

Undoubtedly, the Observer had
dropped a briek, and a big one at
‘that. The question people are ask-
"ing is whether the story had been
aspired by some one or
the Observer had been
sucker?

made a

Many far reaching consequences
—are expeected to flow from this Ob-
-server story. FEvents in the next

few weeks will show—they may re-
veal themselves even hefore this
‘column appears in print.

‘Madras :

A friend writing from Madras
. gives the following information
‘about the Geylun thce in that city,

“euss vois manned by a ‘Chief
Clerk, one Mr. Jayaratnam, who

. -appears to be a senjor clerieal
" servant and one who seems to
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whether -

know his work. The PRO, Mzr.
Doraisamy from Delhi, visits
Madras on an sverage of once in
two months for a few days and
goes back. Then, there is a Steno
and a peon. DBeftweer the Chief
Clerk and the Steno, most of the
werk is being carried on.

“There is an additional mem-
ber of the staff, a wonderful crea-
tion who goes by the name of
Sabapathy. He is said to have
joined the Ceylon Government
Service only very recently ab
the age of 46, 1btis said, howe-
ver, that he has so fur tried 26
other jobs before he joined the
Ceylon Government Service. His
present job at the Ceylon Office
in Madras is supposed to be the
translation of articles from Indian
Tamil papers on matters conne-
eted with Ceylon. Hisis a futile
occupation because all these
Tamil papers go to Ceylon regu-
larly. For this work hegets a
salary of Rs- 100 and allowance
of Rs, 400—making a total of
Rs. 500.

“Iwonder why the Ceylon Gov-
ernment ineurs an expenditure of
Rs. 500 on a person who can do
the same work in  Colombo for
less. I understand that this post
was advertised and the minimum
qualification stipulated was 8.8,
C. There is a suspicion here that
this gentleman has not got that
requisite qualification.A properly
qualified person ean not only
keep in touch with the papers
but also assist in the office in
other ways.seresisese.

This is a matbter into which the
big-wigs at the Fxternal Aflfairs
must look into. My Sherlock
Holmes is himself inquiring into
the matter.

Free Asia

The Free Asia Committeeis very
much in the news, particularly
after the Times turned the spotlight

on it. Last Sunday, the Times re-
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vealed that this ovganisabion was
setting up Youth Couneils in dif-
ferant parbs of the country and that
govarnment servants were [reely
pa.ticipating in their activities
wlieh were political in every sense
of the word.

There is & suspicion in cerbain
<nowledgeable cireles  thai an at-
tempt may be made by certain in-
terested parties to turn over some
of the State Farms which have
been ¢losed down to the Free Asia
Committee tio be utilised as cenfres
for their activities,

A reader hag drawn my atbention
tio the fact that this Free Asia Com-
n.ittee is registered as a  business
concern in the U. 8, A, The Com-
mittee for Free Asia Inc. has its
registered address at 105 Market
Street, San Francisco, Californja.

Now, this is a most paculiar kind
of business concern. Distributing
aid and largesse on an international
scale is nsually a  Governmentel
affair. There are no doubt private
charitabhle organisations which ren-
der assistance on a limited scale,
but an incorporated company which
takes Asia for its sphere iz some-
thing that.must investigated.

University

The Free Asia Committee is also
atbtempting to infiltrate the Univer-
gity Campus in a4 big way. My,
Holdbrook Bradley isa frequent vi-
sitor to the Campus and he has
many proteges even among the
staff. Cerbain members - of the
University teaching staff who have
heen recipients of AmericanScholar-
ships serve as his  propagandists
and they seem to have propangan
da material in unlimited quantities.

When the Governmen? is so care-
ful about permitting literature from
cevtain conntries, how is it that
tons of material from a different
power bloc area is allowed to pour
into the island?

Y

Continued on page 10



FRAME-UP?

Continued from page 9

Effigy

Lake House has entered into
the game of burning effigies with
a gusto that should really be reser-
ved [cr better causes. Prominence
of a very of a high order haglately
been given tothe affairs of certain
members of tne Municipality who
had refused to toe the Sir John—
Sir Ukwatte line.

Readers will recall that after the
last Gieneral Tllections, a number
of gentlemen who successfully con-
tested seats as Independents against

official and unofficial U, N. P.
candidates “erossed over’ to the
U. N. P. no sooner the tresulls
weére dnnounced.

Did the Lake House utter one
word of comment about the bet-

rayal of these worthies? Il a sec-
tion of their constituents wanted
to burn their elfigies with the assis
tance of V. 1. P.'s from other aveas,
would Liake House have given
~ thewn the publicity now being ae-
corded fo the Ramanavake affair?

The double murder at Wellawatte .

and the police efforts to trace the
murderers is now the main topie of
cowversation among people in the
city. The amabeurishness  of the
manner in which the police have
set aboub the fask has  astounnded
the public, Furthermore, the naive
and lame excuses that are  being
trotbed out to explain the delay in
finding the second body and the
money are the biggest jokes forthe
year,

A wit has deelared that the best
placa to commib robbery and mut-
der in Sri Lanka would be on a
main street in a building preferably
next ko a police station. Police
men hhen could, he stated, practice
anbiguated methods of detection
without disturbing themselves too
much.

The Watch

A friend of inine, a government
official, recently went to one of thy
police stations in the city ang
complained that ho had lost a valy,
able wristlet watch., The poligg
ehieffain ab thiz station looked hyy,
ap abid dowo and asked him: -

“*Who are vou? What name?”’

The answor satis{ied the, police-
man that 'ho complainant was one

O i )

in whom he could take a little in-

terest, but evidently from what
followed the gentleman was not
V. I. P. enough fer him to pay

serious attention.

My friend, tne complainant, was
then put through a regular eross—
examinabion. First the usual ques-
tions, his full name and address,
his cceupation and the like. And
then came these brilliant examples
of erime detection. ¢

“Do you suspect anyone?

Well,”" said my friend,” T sack-
ed a serva.ab boy this morning and
I found the watch missing in the
evening. You see ] returned from
office and left the watch on my
dressing table and went out for a
wall. When I came back, I found
the wateh missing. That is about
fifteen minutes ago. I have come
straighkt here .. 5

“Can you identify the wateh? "
wag the next question.
“Well, I suppose I could......

21

“Did vou know the number on it?"”’
“Not”’ i
“Mhen, I think it is going to he
difficult.. .. We will see what we
can do ----. " and the police officsr
was on the verge of ending the in-
terview, 3
“**Are you sending anyone to look
for finger-prints? '’ agked my friend.
“Too late tonight,” was the re
ply. 1t was about 8 p.m.

My friend refurned reconeciled to
having lost the watch. And he was
right, for he heard nothing more
about the matter.

What amazed him was the totally
lackadaisical manner in which this
officer interrogated him. No attem-
pt was made to get a deseription of
the dismissed servant boy. No elf-
ort was made to take any action,
It would seem that a watch was too
small a matbter to bother our police-
men.

I hope that the police officer
concerned would read this column
and do his duty better the next time
he receives a complaint., The only
reason why the name of the police
station is mot being mentioned is
because it would be unfair to parti-
cularise one when the atéitude in
any police station is the samae.
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What is needed is a gensral im=
provement all round. Providing
scapegoats to satisfy higher-ups
really does no good. The higher—
ups themselves must wake up,

Railway Security

In sharp contrast to the Police,.
ia the new forece known as the Rail-
way Security. I must say that they
have succeeded in doing a good job
of work. Railway losses through
thefts and pilferages have heen re-
duced from about six lakhs to about:
rupees thirty thousand a year.

Friends of mine who had occa-
sion to make complaints havee rec-
eived the promptest attention from
security officers at different st
abions in the island. And what see-
ms unusual is that these officers—-
most of them are ex-army men—
are models of courtesy
and good behaviour compared to
the police loree on whom a vast
amount of our national revenue is.
spent,

Even in the defection of theft, I
think the Police can learn a thing
or two from the Security service.

Jaffna Meeting

I met an important U. N. P,
worthy from Jafina today? He is
full of complaints about the Press
in Ceylon, This time, all the pa-
pers have acted unfaivly, he dec-
lared. 1t would seem that a big
public recepbion was organised ab.
Myliddy in the K. K. S. Electorate
to welcome Mr., 8. Natesar. Two-
M. P.’s were speakers and the mee-
ting was presided over by a Sena--
tor. Mr. C. C. Rasa:Ratnam, an
an Advocate from Colonbo, an
adherent of the U- N, P, and who:
is now taking a livelier interest in
politics than before, was also ano- *
ther speaker, ;

The U.N P. stalwart's complaint
was that the meeting was most un-
fairly reported by all papers, in
cluding the Virakesari, It would
appear, he said, that there was a vir-
tual press blackout.

I told him thab the trouble may.
be due to the local correspondents:

of these papers having their
own parochial-axes. to grind. © He
said, No, He cited the ipstance

where the loeal correspondent sent
a full repors, but what was publi-
shed was something different, pro-
bably supplied from other sources.
The only consolatinn [ coulid give
him wag that the wayvs ¢l the big
Newspapers weie as inveterions to
me as they seemed to hin: s

T lBUNE



Sophia’s mother prided in her
little daughter's head of hair—
Tt was long and black. TLong
like a river—like the Kelani
river into whieh she dropped the
first lock so that the river god-
des would make it long like
Kelani. It was black. Black
iike the night in which she was
bhorn.

Sophia’s mother cleaned it daily.
Washed it, combed it, and oiled
it. It shone sleek and black,
the envy of the village girls and
the pride of her mother’s heart
1t was plaited into one long pig-
tail that dangled right dewn her
spine.  When Sophia ran at school
it took curvacious form like a
long plithe snake,

When Sophia left sechool and
. avhen she was sent to Colombo
as a servant her mother made
her promise to: look after her
hair. To clean it and comb it
-daily.

Sophia eame to Colombo in her
one and only frock. It served
her during her last year at school
It was washed every Sunday and
-the constant washing had taken
‘the colour off it. It was a
‘smudge of faint green and blue
-and vellow. Down this drabness
wag her rich blagk hair—the long
-plait that hung like a rebellious
lot of wires forcefully tied together.

‘Sophia came to Colombo and
her mother stroked her head and
1left her. She had to change into
.a_bright coloured cloth and white
jacket. Sophia looked at the
imany bright coloured flowers on
it and her heart beat a little
faster with joy. She looked at
‘her white jacket so new and so
‘nice and felt happier that the
fdays of the drab frock were over.

. She had to undo bher plait and
tie a bun at the back of her
head. She cleaned it and oiled it
and tied a bun high at the back
.of her head as her mistress agked.

3 prhia.'fé'lt happy.. No meore

nf that dirty washed oub frock,

ma more of plaiting together

L e R
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rebellious hair and no more of
bathing it daily.

She felt likc purring with the
cat that sat under the kitchen
table, Her mistress later called
her and told her that SBophia was
not an easy name for the little
babies, She would be called Jane
instead.

Yes Jane was happy. Sophia
knew that Jane was heppy ; would
continue to be happy. Happiness
could not stay with drab clothes,
empby stomachs, and leaking roofs.
She look at the kitehen table
full of fresh vegetables, eggs and
beef. Happines moved among
these.

Jane touched a ved fluwer on
her cloth. She fraced its outline
with her finger and f{elt that the
gun shone and birds sang outside.

She dilated her
took in the {ragrance as. she
carried dishes to table. As she
fed - the little children her mouth
opened and took the shape that the
little mouths opposite her took. As
the mouth closed on the spoon of
rice she felt her mouth water too.
The food on the plate stared at her,

How different it was. Sophia
saw the plate of manioc her mother
placed before her. It was naunsea-
ting. The red sambol was only
chillies and salt.

nostrils. and

Jane brushed the children’s hair
before putting them to bed. Sophia
reruembered mother washing, oil-
ing and platting her hair,

Jane sat down in the kitchen fo
eat and looked at the plate of long
grained rice and the little bit of dry
fish, There were vegstable, eggs
and beef on the table.

Jane .eat down on her haun-

ches and ate.

Next day Jane washed th
children, cleaned the rooms and
served at breakfast,

When the table was cleared
Jane sat again on her haunches
in the kitchen for her brealifast.
There were two slices of dry
bread and last nights dry fish

e
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curry. Jane looked at her bright
coloured cloths and saw that it
1roked a little dirty. The :lowers
were not so vred. They looked
hrown and the white jacket had
streaks of dirt on it.

At lunch she fed the little
children and felt her mouth
water. Her cloth had a stain of
gravy on it

She carried the dishes bo table.
When nobody was looking she pub
her finger into the meat curry and
putb it baek into her mouth.

Jane! Jane! she was wanted
at the lunch table. She rushed
from the kitchen feeling self-
conscious and shy. The lady
puiled out something from the
meat curry. What was it? Did
Jane think these people were
pigs ? Whose was this hawr? She

knew what to do. After lunch
she would see her,
After lunch Jane stood before

her mistress. There was a long
pair of seissors in the TLady's

hand. Was she going to cuf her
hair? No! No! No! No such
thing. She was going to cub her
a mew blouse., How Jans had

dirtied this blouse in ' a day’s
tima. ;

Her mistress pulled her by the
arm and pulled down her badly
tied koot of hair. It tumbled
down meandering along her spine
like the Kelani river windng
along,

Snip! Snip! Snip! long strands
of black hair fell on the ground.
Sophia's long black hair looked
like a loose lot of wires thrown
carelessly about.

VALLI.
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Asian Defence

INDIA AND SEATO

A MEETING of the Colombo
Powers to diseuss ths attitude tow-
ards the projected South-Fast Asia
Treaty Organisation is now ruled
out, in view of India’s feeling
that it is unneeessary. The Ceylon
Government, after receiving word
from Burma, Indonesia and India
that they were not interested in
the plan, has informed Buitain that
Ceylon also would not be able_to
attend the talks at Baguio in the
Philippines which will take plaze
between America, Britain, France,
Australia, New Zealand, Thailand
and possibly Pakistan.

Baguio

What 1s the purpose of these
talks which have been sponsored by
the United States? Speaking to the
Senate on July 21, Mr. Dulles, the
Secretary of State, stated it was
necessarv to defend South-East
Asia against Communist aggress;

ion, and that there was a £ood
chance of preventing a major

disaster following the loss of Nort
hern Indo-China. The method he
proposed was to draw a defence
line which * would run north of
Burma, include all of Laos and
Cambodia and Viet Nam.

Dyke

The above nations themselves
might not be able to join a milit-
ary alliance »but Americaand her
friends could draw a line and,
agres to reach to btransgression of
it Mr. Dulles, however, added
that while a dyke against advane-
ing Communism had to be huilb
“the orly thing we have to build
the dyke with is money, at least
from t h e material standpoint,”
In other words, though Mr. Dulles
was talking in military terms, he
was thinking primarily in terms
of economic support of countries
theatened by Communist penetrat-
ion.

This basic confusion between a
military and an  economic  policy
has besct  American policy ever
since the Republicans took office
and makes it hard for other coun-
trics to know exacktly what Ame-
yiea promises to do,

12

» éven belore

We reprint below an edi.
torial from the “Hindu" of
JAugust 14, 1954 which will
be of

our readers.

special interest to

Refused

We may note further that the U.S.
Government has refused to subseri-
be to a fund to assist underdevloped
countries through the United Nati-
ons, Her current policy appears
to  contemplate the giving of
funds to countries who will hoigt
the anti-Communist flag, Coupled
to this policy is the bhelief the no
comproinises should he made with
Communist countries. Washington
extracted a promise from Britain
that SEATO should be organised
the conclusion of the

Geneva Conference on Indo-China,
“The French solution of the Indo-

Chinese problem was not appro-
ved by the U. S. She, however.
agfeed not to interfere with the
setbflement. Bubt her deep seated
distrust of the Geneva plan is
reflected in her anxiety to build
up a common front of countries
interested in South-Fast Asia even
befor the final settlement has bheen
made.

Colonialism

The refusal of the Colombo
Powers ( save Pakistan) to agree
to American poliecy flows {from

the belief that settlements cannot be
made on bhe basis of rival alliances.
These countries do not agree with
the Amerieans in thinking that
the Indo-China was a case of
simple Communist aggression. 1t
was in essence a colonial war, which
must be ended with the transfer
of rull independence to Viet Nam,
Laos and Cambodia. That process
can only be concluded by free ele-
ctions and it catnot be assumed
in advance that the promises made
by the Communist side at Geneva
will be broken. While Mr. Dul'es
assumes that the Communist
Powers have cbvious designs on
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Burma, the Colombo Powers have
taken note of the declaration made-
by Mr, Chou Enlai in Rangoon
that China would respect the terr-
itorial integrity of Burma. The Co-
lombo Powers believe that China.
should be admitted to the TUnited
Naftions and that agreements resp-
ecting Asian countries should be
ertered into on a basis of mutua-
lity,

Africa
The indepedent countries o f
Asia are acutely conscious of the-

history of European colonialism:
and they are not reassured by
European promises of support at &
time when counties like Malaya
are still under the colonial voke.
It may be noted that Indonesia
is anxious to call a confersnce to
discuss Asian-African problems.
While so may African countrieg
suffer from Huropean exploitation,
it appears incongruous that the
Imperial European Powers should
come forward to defend Asian
independence.
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Democracy !

Mr. J. C. T. KOTELAWELA
No useful purpose is served
in having as Tlead of the
Department an officer who
takes no steps fo meet the
ecomplaint we make every
year that large sections of
the  population are being
disfranchised. This problem
arises in an acute form in the
rural areas. In a recent
village committes election I
game across a case where
there were only five voters

‘in a ward., What is the elec-

fion fhat you can have with
only five voters ? The names
of a number of eligible voters
have hesn left out.

I may mention that in the
elections to the Koslanda
Urban Council there was one
ward with on'y five voters
and another with six. For
tha first ward there were
two candidates and one of
them who happend to be a rich
mudalai, hought up those
five votes ;the other candid-
abe had no supporters. Jhe
other eandidate, however was
able to impersonate three of
the voters and he won. This
is an actual fact, Mr. Chair-
man. The Department is
really aiding and abetting
people to commit election
offences.

The Hon, Mr. J. R. JAYE-
WARDENE: ‘Who won ?

Mr. SUNTHARALINGAM @
The man who impersonated
like you.

Mr J. C. T. Kotalawela :
The man who bought up the
five votes went there at nine
o'clock in the morning with-
out a care in the world to
find that the otner man had
been there earlier, at eight
o'clock, and three of the
voters had bheen impersona-
ted, with the result that the
latter was returned.

From Hansard August 3, 1954

-

INNOCENTS ABROAD

DELHI WEEKLY
ON CEYLON'S PRO

New Delhi IHousing scandals
in the Capital in which land-
lords vie with estate agents to
fleece the poor and unfortunate
tenants have been further aggrava-
ted, we wunderstand, by certain
persons of the Diplomatic Corps
who are eurrenfly under a police
probe.

We have it on unimpeachable
authority that the Public Relations
Officer of the Ceylon High Com-
mizsion in New Delhi has been
implicated in a series of infringe-
ments of rules framed by the
Estate Office of the Government of
India who have taken up the
matter with the Ceylon Govern-
ment.

Sublet

The short and sweet story of
Shree Yogendra Doraiswamy, the
Ceylon P. R. 0., is that he sublet
his official flat in Kotah Honse
between 1951-53 to a string.of high
officials for sums of money which
to pub it mildly, were exaggeratedly
prohibitive.

His wvicbtims, we understand,
included the first Secretary to the
Royal Thai Embassy, Mr. Iswar-
bakii and Dr. C.T. Williams of
the World Health Organisation
who happens to be the father of
Miss Irene Williams, the famous
Ceylon sportswoman.

My, Yogendra Doraiswamy is
alleged to have not only sublet his
official {lat in Kotah House hut
also drawn his actual house .cnb
allowance while staying at the
High Commissioner’s official re-
sidenze during the period of sub-
letting.

Nobody’s Charmer

On enquiry, wa learn, that AMr.
Yogendra Doraiswamy is certainly
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

reported to belong.

Below we publish a report
from BULL'S EYE.) a
Dethi Weekly, in its Ilssue
of August 8, 1954. We have
had occasion to refer to this
Diplo-

matic Service in our colu-

member of Ceylon's

mis before.

not endowed -with the charm of
making friends or keeping them
by virtue of his unprovoked arro-
gance. Journalists in Delhi have
offen had eause to exchange hot
words with the P.R.O., who in
the newspaperman’s parlance has
a happy knack of making a nuisan-
ce of himsalf,

The dislike for Mr. Doraiswamy
is not restricted to the newsp-ver
crowd alone. Enquiries reveal
that Mr. Doraiswmy and the first
Secretary of the Ceylon High Com-
mission in India are having a
battle royal that is, making the
High Commission’s work more and
more difficult.

Bolted

So acute, it is believed, was the
dissension, that recently when the
High Commissioner was absent
from India, Mr. Doraiswamy, ra-
ther thon take orders from the
Tirst Secretary, holted to. Madras,
where he stayed till the Envoy's
return.

All this and a lot more that we
do not leel would be discrest to
print in these columns, gives us
the impression that the time is
not long before Mi. Yogendra Do-
raiswamy will be invited to take his
ahode amongst the tall treos and

plantations of Lanka where he is
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LONDON “TIMES” WARNING

Continued from page o

Having observed with evident
approval that A prosecution for
seditious libel is somewhat of a rarity.
It is @ weapon that is not often taken
down from the armoury in which it
hangs, but it is a necessary accom-
paniment 4o every civilized govern-
ment, “‘the learned Judge went on to
lay down that the expression of
abstract opinion was free. A man
was ab perfect liberty to argue for
despotism, or oligarchy, or a
republic, or even no governrient
at all. Only “if he makes usz ef
language ~calculated . . . to. incite
others to public disorders . . . there
would be evidence on which ¢ jury
might on which | think a jury ought

to, decide that he is guilty ‘of a sedi-’

tious publication.”

Not Forbearance

This few must be allowed great
weight in interpreting those parts
of the law which are common 19
Great Britain and Cyprus. The

question appears to be whether the
particular elause which is peculiar
to Cyprus, relating to change or
sovereignty over the island, lies
outside the limitution of the law
to words calculated to provoke to
violence. It would hardly seem so
since such an argument would
hardly go beyond—what Mg,
Justice CoOLERIDGE expressly men-

tioned—the advocacy of a republic

in Kivc Fpwaap's dominiong.

It is, of course, easy to believe that
the political passions at present run
high in Cyprus, and that a good many
of the wilder expressions of nationalist
opinion ar. capable of provoking a
breach of the peace, That would be
for the jury to decide in individual
cases, ;

For the Enotist newspapers the
worthiest course, according to
Tnglish ideas, would be to continue
the sober exposition of their
doetrine, inviting prosecubion in a
test case, and relying on the
defence that there was no open or
covert incitement to violence.

Any igsue thus precipitated
would be explicitly between them
and the Government, for prose-
cutions under this law cannot be
launched without the fiat of the
ATTORNEY-GiENERAL. He has pro-
mised to approach each case “'in a
free, bold, manly, and generous
apirit.© That is very proper so far
as it goes, But the British tradition
is that the liberties of the subjech
should depend directly on the Tlaw,
and not on the forbearance of the
executive.

COMMUNITY

The International Magazine of
Cregtive and Critical Writing on
Current Affairs and the Arts, edited |
and published in Colombo,

Rs. 1/50 copy (Postage 12 cts)
Rs. 6-00 year (post {ree) ]

from 12, Maecleod Road,
Colombo 4.

-D u i C ks h aws No finer Serr i-me 'F

ITH our increased strengih of

drivers fer night running we
are now able to offer you one rate, q
tariff I, -/60 «cents a mile,
DAY or NIGHT.

Only on DROP HIRES, oufside the ||
3 mile limit during day and outside
town limits after 10 p. m. will Tariff [I
-/90 cents a mile be charged.

BISES

This is the latest stage in the
development of Colombo’s taxi ser-
vices inaugurated in 1980 by us wiith
Tariff [, -/60 cents a mile, opsrating
from 8 a.m. 10 6 p.m. and seadily
extended ever since to give you
more and more facilities.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

¢ noolaham.org | aavanaham.org TR!I:;UNE_



WHITHER TURF CLUFE

RACING MUST BE NATIONALISED

The maiority of the members of
the Government Parliamentary
Party are probably members of the
Ceylon Turl Club. These gentle-
men in a number of matters of vi-
tal national inferest insist on a po-
liecy ~of Ceylonisation,
Nobody ean gquarrel
~with such a policy as long as it is
non-diseriminatory and is not made
-a cover for the political advance-
ment of a clique. In fact, a fair and
broad based policy of Ceylonisation
in respeet of all those who have
made this island their permanent
home is something to be encour-
aged and supported.

"Everything Foreign

Unfortunately, however, the one
place whera there has been no ef-
fort at comprehensive Ceylonisation
is in the Turf Club. The vast ma-
jority of the jockeysare wuliens on
temporary residence  permits The
horses are imported. All equipment,
horsz food and the like is imported.
In fact, everything connected with

racing n this country, except a hand-

ful of jockeys, apprentice jockevs. ri-
ding boys and trainers, is alien. Niil-
Jions of rupees of hard external asse-
‘ts and foreign exchange of this island
_ave utilised on items of expenditure
-connected with racing.

No proper statistics are available
with regard to the expenditure on
items connected with racing. But a
cursory survey takes it into the re-
gion of a few millions.

‘Why not Locally?

: At a time when our finanees and

external assets are strained fo the
utmost, it is nothing short of a
arime to waste so much foreign ex-
«change on horse racing. If the
horses cannot be hred here, if the
jockeys cannot * “be nationals, if
saddlery and other equipment can-
nob be made here, if horse food can-
not be grown and prepared . here,
‘then the only thing to do is to abo-
‘Tish racing altogether.

But, as far’ds oné ean sée, there
“is no reason why racing cannot be
Ceylonisad. What people seem to
want is something fo ‘place-bets on
not wonderful sp&éimens of horse
{lesh or beautifnl saddlery. 3

i Befting can as well take place on

Delit ponies as on  thoroughbred "

AUGUST 2°, 1954

By
ASWINI

Arabs, But there may be no need
to resort to Delft ponies if the Turf
Club wi:l take steps. to develop
breeding centres and thereafter de-
velop small industries to manu-
facture saddlery and the like. It is
difficult to understand why Ceylon

‘cannot produce horse food with &

little research and experimantation,

In India, racing has been almost
completely nationalised. Nineby-
five percent of the jockeys are na-
tionals, the vast majority of horses
are Indian bred and practically all

food 1is

of the equipment and
Indian.

There has been agitation for
sometime in this country for the
abolishing of racing because it en-
courages gambling. It is not posi-
ble to eradicate evils like gambling
and excessive “drinking through
legislation or prohibitions. Soecial
and economic factors alone ecan
bring about a contrel of such pra
ctices.

But there can be no excuse for not
Ceylonising the racing  industry in
this country. If the Turf Club con-
tinues to be the cause of draining
vast sums of money out of the coun-
try each yeay, the public will have no
alternative but to demand the ligu-
dation of a Turf Club which follows

anti-national policies,

ANOTHER TRIAL AT BAR

Continued from page 1

out investigations, then he has
acted outside the scope of his
powers ; but knowing what a
stickler for procedure the Attorney-
(General is, there is no reason fo
believe that the Bribery Commis-
sioner had slipped.

The reporb
Observer is

published in the
on the face of it
defamatory, An Independent
Member of Parliament, easily
indentified, has bheen accused of
accepting a bribe and the Observer
stated that investigations by the
Attorney-General had shown thaf
a prima facie case exigted.

Action

Apart from the question of
what action the Speaker will take
regarding the question ol privilege,
there is the wvital question that
My. Iriyagolle’s reputation and

. ¢character has been brought into

hatred, contempt and ridicule.

A Member of Parliament is as
good as @ Senator; and if a report
against another person who was at
the velevani times only a Senatov,

_ published in the “‘Tvine”’, should

lead {to a trral at Bar under
sectton 440 A, there is no reason
why the Attorney General and
the Minister of Justice should
accord the ‘‘Observer” any othey
treatment.

If the Minister of Justice is

~ nob to be accused of diseriminatton

_Digitizéd by Naolahiam Foundation.
noolaham.org [‘aavanaham:org

he should readily grant a certifica-
te under sectien 440 A that the
Editor of the Observer should be
tried at the Bar,

Furthermore, investigations
snould Ye carried out as to who was
cesponsible for ingpiring the story
againgt Myr. Iriyagolle. If such
investigations reveal that cer-
tain person or persons had cons-
pired to defame Mr. Triyagolle
they too should be charged together
with the Editor of the Observer.

1t is on' record that Mr. Iriya-
golle, though he is a Member of
the QGovernment Parliamentary
Party, has severely criticised cer-
tain aspeets and policies of the
present Government, Mr. Iriya-
golle has gone so far has fio declare
that it was time Mr, Dudloy Sena-
nayake should take eharge-of the
affairs of the country once again.

It s uccessary to state thab
Tribune is not anxious that editors
of newana o0« should be aragged to
the eourts of law on the slightest
provaoecati atext, but what it
wants to emphasgize is that if such
action is balu a should be no
diseriminabion between papers sup-
porting the Government and the
papers that do not. As far as the
Tribune is concerned, the Edifor
of the Trine is as mueh a follow
journalist as the KJditor of the
Observey, but what is impoibaut
is that the Exoecutive should ucl
be allowed to mebe oub dilfe=
ventinl *reatment, e

NH oE PY
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Ha_rbom; Scandal

ALLEGATIONS AGAINST COMPANY

An ex-employee, now working elsewhere, of a big Landing Company opera-
ting in the Colombo Harbour has written, under his own name, to the Commis=
sioner of {ncome Tax about certain irregulantres in the accounts of this com-

pany which are tantamount to deliberate and wilful eva.ion of income tax.

Co.

pies of this letter have been sent to all persons who may have an interest ir the

matter,

TS (.um of this letter dated Janu-
ary 28, 1954 may he seen in the file
of this Company in the Registrar of
(ompanies by any member of the
publie who paye fifty cents’ and
ma.l‘e“a a u.mwh in that‘. file,

Allegatlpns,.

This letter contains serious alle-
gations against a Director of the
Company. It states that a  very
large amount of the profits of this
landing company are paid out toa
“dud’ business firm registered in
the name of the Duectm These
payments are allegedly = for. wor k
done, but no work is really dﬂne.
In this way, several lakhs, over
million 1upee% it is asserted, -lmu.
been spirited away over the last_

fow years.

There is no doubt th: 13 thig mat-
ter is primavily of interest . to the
shareholders of the company and
the income tax authorities, but it
must be sinted that the publie too are
“vitally intévested in it. A Lianding
Company 15 a public ubility  con-
corn and the costs of all jmported
artieles are to some extent. depen-
dent on the rates levied by the lan-
ding' companies.

Landing Rates

In the last four or five
landing charges have been increased
on bwo ceeasions, and ab present
thare is agitation by landing com-
pmues that rates shounld be further
ircreased,
forward ‘n support of higher

mning at a loss .
too made similar, claims, bub some
of the revelations at the Bus com-
mission sittings throw a

light on the whols sub ect.

In the sahis way, the allegations
sgainst this particular  eompany

g kos il necessary for a thorough'

4inquiry before the demand for

higher ratos are even considered.

years

One of the reasons put.
rabes”

is that landmn comlmmes are run-
Bus companies’

different

T

Share Holders

It is believed that the Auditors
of the Company in question have
not vet agreed to certify the ae-
counts for 1951 and 1952. Many
queries they raised in  respect of
payments to the “‘dud” coneern
probably still remain unanswered.
It is for the shareholders of  this
company to take the necessary
steps to protect their interests just
as much as the Income tax autho-
rities must, as we are sure they
will, relentlessly pursue their in-
quiries to find out if the allegations
are true.

DIRECTOR

But, if there is any moveto de-
mand that landing rates be increa~
sed because landing companies are
not operating profitably on the pre-
sent rates, or if there is an attempi
to hush up the affairs of this par-
ticular company owing to pressure
Sfrom important people, *Tribune'”
will not hesitate to place before
public what facis it has' regarding
the finances and vw.orking of mnot
only this landing company but
others in the Harbour as well.

In point of fact, the Colombe-
Port Commission must investigate
whether the present rates cannob
be reduced. -

iy
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PRESSURE COOKERS

'CHOICE OF WOMEN
THE WORLD OVER'!
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