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MORE ABOUT A.l.C.C.

WHY PROBE

I'n viewstof the widespread public
uneasiness about the Agricultural
and Industrial Credit Corporation,
A.[.C.C. for short, Government
must order an immediate investi-
gation into the affairs of this state
organisaiion. In &~ issue,
“Tribune” will merely indiGate the
lines on which the investigalion
may be profitably conducted.

In the issue of August 14,
“Mribune’’ referred to a company
callad NAVAM ESTATES LIMI-
TED and in this iszue it is proposed
to give a few facls nbout a concern
called the GENERAL INV EST-
MENTS LTD.

Scope

The scope of the investigation
must cover the activities of the
A.1.C.C. from its very inception.
1% is our information that about
2000 loans have been granted by
tlie A1.C.C. since 1943, The [ivst
matter that needs exammination is to
{ind out how many of these loans
were for purposes that came outside

- the scope of the ob'ects set oub
in the A. L. C. C. Ordinance. Tow
many of these loans, or rather how
much of the money totally lent out,
were for genuine agricultural and
industrial purposes ? Were any of

" tha loans so granted utilised to

finanes speculative deals ? This is
the {irst matter that must be
looked into.

IMPERATIVE?

Rejected

It is also neecessary to examine
the applications that were rejected
and the reasons for such rejection ?
Among the rejected applicants are
some of the hitterest crities of the
A 1.C.C. method of granting Iloans.
Thero would be a temptation to dig-
miss tho allegations of such rejected
applicants summarily as coming
from parties with a grievance, bub
it will not take long for any

ASSETS

This Censtes ..,
What  prest
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3 Behanis.

pavement talk when social services
department conducted a teggar survey
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investigator to find oub thab these
re'ected applicants have every
reason to feel agorieved.

An investigation of rejected
applications would provide the
finest clue to probe the allegation
tnat the A.1.C.C. diseriminated in
favour of certain privileged parties.

Lawyers

In regard to the successful appli-
cants, it would be pertinent to find
out who their lawvyers were. A
question that would naturally cvige
is whether the A.l.C.C, lawyers
themselves have, in any instance,
had any interest, direet or.indirect,
in the borrowers as well. A wide-
spread belief is held that in a very
large number of cases that Messrs.
De Silva and Mendis, the A.1.C.C.
lawyers, did have such interest.
In the case of NAVAM ESTATES
LTD. their interest seems apparent.

It would be pertinent to find out
who the lawyers of the unsuceessiul
applicants were. And whether the
applications of any clients of
Messrs. De Silva and Mendis were
ever rejected ?

Apart from the question of whe-
ther a firm of proctors ecan act for
both the lender and the horrower,
an investigation must ¢xamine the
propriety of mewmbers of the firm
of De Silva and Mendis borrowing
irom the A,1.C.C,

Continued on page 16



HEALTH CENTRE & IRON CURTAIN

The PFureign Affairs debate in
the Parlianfunt brought a clearer
understanding of India's attitude
to the cold war. It silhouetted
the Seato as the modern synonym
for colonial rule; the debate fo-
cussed Prime Minister Nekru's
own and national feelings regar-
ding Goa. When he declared that
he himself felt like marching into
Goa with a flag in hand he gave
mute_hiz voice and his enuncie-
tion of the much talked of ‘“‘crisis
of the time’’ was sharply in cohs
trast to the Washington line,

Finding the Promier
the thunder, the Communisé me-
mbers of the TParliament found
little to provoke except a rather
cheap dig, “Why don’t you march
then?” The answer was alseady
given and there was no oecasion
for frivolity nor of mock serions-
ness. Nehru and Krishng Menon
both had said thab it was one thing
to give ventiliation to one's pent
up feelings and another to achieve
results.

stealing

~— Free Treatment

One of the most popular Ceylo-
nese in Delhi, Narcissus Ananda
Meemanage, has heen asking me
for sometime past to vigit an ins-
titution ealled Ashoka Health
Centre at Maharaully, near the
world famous Kuth Minar. Yes-
terday afternoon TIwant to the
institution and spent many hours
till almost midnight and was sur-
prised abt the quiet nature of the
work done by Meemanage who
has earnea the gratitude of hundre-
ds of poor people in the locality
for his free treatment of ailments.
Ashoka Health Centre, set amidst
the 17th eentury historical ruins
of a fortress, was inaugurated by
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur, the
Union Healh Minister. Tt houses
a Buddhist Monastery also whers
monks from many. South Bast
Asian countries have established
a Vihara.
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« Meemanage is a a soft-snoken
man. Hisassociation with Maha-
tma Gandhi in regard to his nature
cure interest and other leading
Indian politicians like Jawharlal
Nehru and Jaiprakash Narain has
given himan unique opportunity
of understanding and cementing
Indo-Ceylon relations for a little
ovér a decade. He is one of those
Ceylonese in India who has done
much more for the Indian than
Ceylonese living in India of
whom I can easily think of.

Human Value

Treating people free of cost rom-
inds me of * a charmingly little
pamphlet called “Quest For Life”
which T have lately read. The
booklet is by 8. Mahumduzzafar.
Last year the author took his
wife, the well known [Lucknow
physican and poet Rashid Jahan,
tQ  Moscow for a treatment of
cancer and there in the hospital
she died. I would not have ordina-
rily mentioned this book let but
for the tremendous human value
it contains. Mahmuduzzafar wri-
tes in the introduction:

“Our next halt was Zurieh and
here we had to deplane....Zurich
clean, comfortable, expensive
welcomed us with its: hourgeois
heart of gold, We felt the impact
of Burope as of something almost
physical. We were looked after
ab the airport, we were met by a
very comfortable, gleaming ambu-
lance. We were accompanied by
a polite and atfentive doctor, We
were greeted and bowed in by the
white cowled sisters of the very
clean, neat and mordern sana-
torium, We were givon a pretty
room, overlooking a beautiful lawn
on which larse hlack birds wors
hopping, We eould pull up the
venetian blinds and from the
balcony cabeh a glimpss of the
lake and the distant Alps, We
were made comfortable in every
way. Bubt we could not help
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‘eeling that everything here was
done with an eye to salesmanhip
and profit.......... Altogether in
Zurich we spent......more than
Rs. 11 per how!”

Prague

What struck me in the contrast
was the remarkable changs Mahm-
uduzzafar narrated while deserib-
ing his experience at Cuzechosl-
svakia. He writes:

“Our next halt was Prague......
We had already made friends
with some Czech officials on the
plane and they helped us to disco-
ver the ambulance thaf had hbeen
sent to the airport for wus.....l
was a fine, airy room,overlooking
an orchard and open country.
Beside it wasan ante-room with a
couch, table and c¢hairs, This was
forp S0 we were once more
comfortably installed. Everything
was a8 neat and clean ag at Zurich,
but neither the Clinic nor the
people had that gilt-edged look.
There was an atmosphere of infor-
mality and friendliness which we
could not help noticing, despite
the barrier of language ...... Rashida
explained (to the Superintending
Doctor) that she ate white meat,
fruit, Comgpote, all in small quan-
tities but abt (requent intervals and
even ab night, She also said that
she would like to be given a Vita-
min B injection. She spoke about
piles which had beecome suddenly
painful on the journey. Allthese
things seemed a tall order, and I
hesitated for a moment  before
translating. The doctor mnoticed
it instantly and said firmly, *‘Come,
come, lrankly, ‘my
does she want??
These words at once made me
feel - at home with him and I
explained the discomfort Rashida
had suffered from piles, the sh aking-
up and exhaustion,., «s

speak up
friend—what

Continued on page 16
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B. C. C. DRUMS

DOES C

FULL FACTS?

Since March 1953 the Rubber
Commissioner ig the sole exporter
of coconut oil to China and no
private shipper is allowed to deal
direct with China. On 20th May
1953 the Rubber Commissioner
issued a circular stating that he
will purchase coconut oil only
from Ceylonese shippers and he has
defined the term Ceylonese shippers
to mean:

Ceylonese

“Citizens of Ceylon, Ceyloness
partnerships and Caylenese Comp-
anies”. A “Ceylonese Partnership’’
means a pattnership in
which at least 51 per cent of the
capital is held by  citizens of
Ceylon and majority of the partn-
ers are citizens of Ceylon. Crylon
Company’’ means a compan, for
med and registered in Ceylon under
any written law and satisfying the
following requirements :—

(a) that the ma'ority of the
Directors are citizens ©f
Ceylon and

(b) that the holders of not
less than 51 per cent of
the 1issued share capital
are cibizens of Ceylon
or are to be itreated as
citizens of Ceylon.”

BC C. c.

The largest manufacturer of
coconut oilin  Ceylon, The Brit-
ish Ceylon Corporation I4d., does
not conform to these requirements
and is therefore nof registered as a
Ceylonese shipper rf coconut eil
to China,

China is a large buyer of coco-
nut oil but unfortunately due to an
absence of bulk storage {acilities
in China all coconut oil shipped has
to be packed in drums.

Ceylon- oil millers manulacture
two types of drums:

SEPTEM SER 4, 1954

By
COPRA

Lake House does not miss
any opportunity of having 2
‘whack’™ at China  whether the
criticism is justified or not, In
a report published in the
* Daily News'' last Monday, it
was stated “‘that Communist
China’s insistence that coconut
oil shipped from Ceylon should
be packed in a particular type
of drum has given a non-Cey-

lonese firm a monoply in
supplying drums.”’ It is not known
whether China has been

apprised of the full facts regar-
ding these drums. This matter
will be, it is hoped, be taken up
at the forthcoming negotiations
in Peking, In the meantime,
we are publishing two articles,
one this week and ancther next,
on this question of caconut oil
shipments to China by a person
who 1s competent to write about
it.

(a) Double edged steel drums with
Flanged heads — this type of drum
hasa screw bung and is manufac-
tured in a size to hold 5 cwts. nett
of oil. Expensive planf and machi-
nery is required for its manufacture
and it is manufactured in  Ceylon
only by the Britssh Ceylon Corp-
oration Litd, which is a non-Cey-
lonese company. The British
Ceylon Corporation Ttd. is not
recognised by the Rubber Comm-
issioner as a Ceylonese company.
(b) Welded steel drum — these
drums are generally manufactured
in a size to hold 10 ewts. nett of
oil, bat recently one Ceylonese oil
miller Messrs. A. H. Abdul
Hameed & Bros., Galle has started
manufacturing same in o size to
hold 5 ewts. nett of 61, Na exp-
ensive machinery is regnired for

its manufacture and there are
Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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four Ceylonese oil millers who
could manufacture the 10 cwts.
drum. Generally these drums are
not supplied with screw bungs
but have their openin< welded after
filling, However, these drums
could for an extra charge be suppl
ied with serew bungs.

London Accepts

Nuring the pendency of Ceylon’s
contract for sale of coeconut oil to
Mi~istry of Food, London, coe-
onut o1l  was exported in thesa
arums to London and iti.  well
known in the trade that London
buyers are the most discriminating
buyers in the world and a drum
that is aceeptable to Liondon should
have no difficulty in finding acce-
ptance in any other. part of the
voorld. Welded drums are gener
ally cheaper than the ofther type
of drums manufactured by the

British Ceylon Corpration = Ltd.
as the following table would
show —

B. C. C.type 5 ewtg, drum
with serew buug costs Rs.
200/- per ton of eil.

Welded steel 5 ewts. drum
without serew bung costs
Rs. 150/- to Rs. 160/- per
ton of oil.

Woelded steel 10 ewths.
drum without serew bung
costs Rs. 120/. per ton of
oil.

In the case of welded drums,
an additional charge of Rs. 10/= per
ton will have to be added if screw
bungs are required luropean
huyers however do not —vant serew
bungs.

Insisted

By a circular dated 6th May,
1954 the Rubber Commissioner
insisted that all oil puehased for
China should be packed in B. C. C.
type drums. If is apparent there-
fore that a non-Ceylonese company
has in effect a monoply in coconut

Continued on page 15



PROTEST 2

By Pieter Keuneman

AMERICAN COMICS

Myr. KEUNEMAN : At the Asian
Premiers’ Conference my right
hon, Friend signed a declaration
saying that he is going to stop
international anti-communism and
communism., But American
magazines, not only anti-com-
munist but also anti-Soviet Union,
anti-Chinese, anti-Indian, in the
genge that they are opposed to the
peace poliey of Jawaharlal Nehru,
are flooding the counfry.

Mr. P. H. W. DE S11.va: (Second
Ambalangoda-Balapitiva): E ven
anti-religious,

My, FEUNEMAN: I have seen
certain American publications
coming here— . .

The Rt. Hon. Sir J. KoTELA-
LAWALA : They are all heing
stopped.

Mr. KEUNEM AN :—which.are de-
rogatory of some of the religionts
of this ecountry, particularly
Buddhigm, Islam and Hmqum.
They are certain mmg‘vmoq pub-
lished by a very militant Section
of the Protestants in America
which are openly derofatory of
the Buddhists and of followers of
other relidions.

These magazines are allowed to
#1,0d this counfry. Nobody raises
the question of imports control.
The Hon. Minister of Fduecation
will be aware that the Teachers’
Unions have protested against the
so-called American “comics”
flooding this country. These
American comics are being read
by school boys and they are
even being translated into Sinha-
lese and Tamil.

Dr. PERERA: What about adults?
There are certain adults too who
read them!

Mr. KEUNEMAN: I shall not be
one bit suprised if the Rt. Hon.
Prime Minister gets his ideas on
Communism from American comics.
The Hon, Minister of Eduecation
has been told by the Teachers’
Union thit the entry of these
American comics should be prohi-
bited. In fact the ideas contained
in these American comies arve
contrary to a proper public spirit
- because they glorify violence, war
and the superiority of ome race

4

out the activities of the Sovieb

We publish an Extract Union and China, publications
from the Hensard of August showing the cultural and ofther
2, 1954 where Mr Kéune- developments in those countries

which will enable people to study

-man points out the dangers the political and scientific progress

arising from the pre<ent that those countries have made—
indiscriminate impor* of these are being stopped today under
American Comics the pretence of import control.

Now, I understand that they
are going to burn these books.
That is certainly some thiag which
Hitler did.

over the other. T have received
complaints about them. I have
got_a coliection of these Ameri-

can comies where the Asian people The Rt. Hon. Sir ] KoTELA-

are referred to as ‘“‘gooke” and WALA : Stalin also did it.

“ wegs " and other insulting words My, KEUNEMAN: Stalin never

ol that sort are used to describe burnt any books. Hitler burnb

them. them and now Sir John Kotelawala’s
All these magazines are freely democracy is also thinking of

pouring into this country and burning books.

no action is taken against them. Mr, W. DAHANAYAKE (Galle):

But books .and pictorials sefbing He has burnt oulls!

For the full background story of the China

Pact and the attempts to sabotage il
READ

. RICE AND KRUBBER

the Story of China-Ceylon Trade
by

% S. P. AMARASINGAM

Published by ithe Ceylon Economic Research Association
pp. 208 Rupees Five Postage 35 Cents
......... Written in a breezy style, Rice and Rubber is a documentary......

...... for economists, journalists and politicians ‘the book is a wvaluable asse
to understand modern Ceylon......... "' — mrite Baszaar Patrika 21|2/5

......... The book has served an important objective, namely to underlind
the need for correct appraisal of the economic policies which underdevelopee

Asian countries should adopt... .. the book moves with a tempo and deftness
of touch suggesting an mtima.te knowledge of facts and a proper perspective
of a trained journalist......... — Hindustan Times 1[4/54 {

LK)

.-«+The study has been made authoritative by innumerable facts and
ficures and s written in a style which will attract attention....”
— Bhavat Jyoti 24[1{54

AN The book is more than a record of the great controversy that raged
in Ceylon when nog{matmns were conducted between Ceylon and the preseng
Peking Government.. ri — Sunday Standard [4]2[54
“‘Amongst the wvery few books on Ceylon, Rice and Rubber will find
a permanent place among the bookshelves of serious students of Ceylon i
economics and politics.........it is more than a story of the Pact itself. I
It is the story of the American intrigune in Ceylon to sabotage the
EA0 I eviisedaeane 2 —  Blitz 30,"”54

Available from

BASIC ENGLISH BEIIJKSTALL

99, Chatham Street, Colombo I.

Phone : 3451.
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M.R.A.

BLOWING ITS TRUMPET

The Prime Minister of Ceylon,
Sir John Kotelawala, has many
times publicly supported M. R. A.
“The country needs a definite chan-
ge of heart,”” he said in Novém
ber, "“The time is rips for the
emulation of the MRA principle
where ‘who is right’ is immaberial

and ‘what is right' iz  what
mabters.”’ .
Kandahena

The settlement of the Kandah-
ena dispute is an instance of this

prineiple in action. It had dragged
on for eighteen months and threa-
tened to involve the counbry’s tea
industry in a major way.

The trouble began hetween the
workers on the Kandahena Iistate
and one of the supsrintendents
over the alleged go-slow tactics on
the. part of the workers. The
workers called it “‘anti trade union
activity’ on the part of manage-
ment. Initially 75 people were
involved, but when the attitude of
both sides hardened, the Ceylon
Workers' Congress calle.. = for
sympabhetic action on neighbour-
ing estates. 10,000 workers wsre
involved on twelve estabtes.

Forgotten Factor

The leaders of both sides had
earlier seen the M R A play “The
Horgotten Factor ’ and fhars was
an appeal to them to sabtla the
dispute on the principle of ‘what
is right' and not ‘who is right,
Finally both sides arrived at a
sottlement.

As a footnote to the settlement
the two workers' factions on the
estate whose strife had so greaily
somplicated the dispute, held a
joint religious eelsbration to mark
the end of the dispute and of thsir
own confliet,

Maxzimum Crops

Paul Lacey iz o Bribish planter
who manages a plantation of 1,300
acres of tea in  Central Ceylon.
He smploys 1,200 workers. Only
two years ago none of his men
belonged to trade unions. Now
they are organised intoa union

‘SEPTEMBER 4, 1954

many removed the agifator

We are repriating the follo-
wing which appeared in the
Journal “‘Indian Finance.”
The article speaks of (Lhe
work M. R. A. has done in
Cexlon. Readers are referred
to our Comment page §.

of five divisions, corresponding to
the five arveas ol the estate.

On one of the areas a profes-
sional agitator obtained control
of the union commitiee. He did
no work himself bub encouraged
others to go “slow’’, and ereated
a bad atmosphere of confliet
between the men and the staff.
Lacey asked Rajamany, the district
ropresentative of the union, to
remove the man, with no result.
To dismisg the man was to invite
a strike: to keep him was toleave
an open door to agitation and
possible violence.

Under Paid

At this point Lacey, who had
welcomed the M R A task force to
Ceylon, recalled the scene in
“The Forgotfen Factor’ where
the honest apology of the employer
brought unity with the labour
leader. He summoned all his
his courage and invited the union
leader, Ra amany, to tea at this
bungalow,

Sneh an invifation from a Euro-
pean employer to an Indian worker
was extremely unusual. Suspsct-
ing a trap, Ra amany brought four
other men with him. Lacey was
ghaken hy this, but stueck to his
convictions, For six months he
had been underpaving a section ol
his Tamil labour. Lacey apologised
for this and said that the money
would be paid immediately.

Atmosphere Different

The relationship betwesn the
twu men was cowmpletely transfo-
rmed. Without being asked Ra a-
from
Liis office, and the bad feeling on

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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that particular division disappea-
red overnight.Union committess on
the other divisions found that Lac-
ey was treating them differently too,
and the atmosphere on the wontire
estate became diflerent.

‘

Rajamany

Ra amany, who is an area repre-
sentative cf the Ceylon Workers
Conzsress which has a membership
of 225,00,0 was muech impressed by
A few
mown. s later he flew with Lacey

Lacey's change of attitude.

tu Caleubtta to learn mors aboub
MRA from the task force operating
in that ecity.
began to

On his return he
seftle labour preblems
himself in this new way.

But the problem goes beyond
bringing new relationships on the

plantations,. The security of the

whole Dominion is ab stake unless
a lasting solution can be found
to the food deficiency.

Rice

Rubber and tea production pru
vides three quavters of the natio-
nal revenue of Ceylon. DBut in
modern fimes the island Domin-
jon has not been able to produce
sufficient food, for its sight million
inhabitants, increasing ab the rate
of about a quarter of a million a
year.

On Lacey's estate there ars
some rice fields which are not
producing the food they might.
Lacey is making arrangements to
have these fields putb in condition
by proper ferfilisation, and to
ensure & maximui ¢crop by the best
methods of transplanting. “Thro
ugh M R A,” say Lacey, “I have
come to recognise that rice is part
of the ideological war in  Asia.
The government has dec'ared that
if every cultivator and planter
would take these two steps of
propur fertilisation and transplan-
ting, the vice shortage in Ceylon
‘could bé considerably diminished.”
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COLD WAR

U.S. SCIENTISTS CONDEMN
WITCH HUNT

The cold-war politics of the A-
and H-bombs has claimed another
vietim Dr. J. Robert Oppenheimer,
the man who headed the project
which produced the A-bomb, was
ruled a “‘security risk’’ and banned
from any further official contact
with the knowledge of super-
destruction he helped devise.

It was ironic that his f{all came
during commemoration of the first
anniversary of the deaths of I'thel
and Julius Rosenberg, eailier
victims of A-bomb politics. Tlow
many more  would succumb to
A bomb polities, nons could _uess:
but Americans in general ard
U. B. scientists in  particular
are fearful of a continuing
toll unless the polities wers chan-
ged, The Federation of American
Scientists saw the danger clearly.
‘Commenting on the 2-to 1 decision
of the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion’'s Personnel Security Board,
it said:

“We believe the majority
findings unfair to Oppenheimeor.
But more than that, we bhelisve
them to illustrate the dafigers and
the bitter fruits of a security
system which is now motivated
more by the risks of politics
th n the risks of disclosure of
mformation... . We urge strongly
that the entire machinery of seeu-
rity must itself come under review.
The American people are sesing
samples of the mixing of politics
and securiby in such highly-publi-
cized proceedings as the Army-
MecCarthy hearings, It is to he
hoped that these hearings will
attract attention to the underlying
problem—the exploitation of legiti-
mate concern for national security
for politica! ends. Security machi-
nery has only one justification, to
protect a emall area of vital natio-
nal information. It cannot efficie-
ntly do more; it cannot do more
without sapping our national stre-
ngth and eventually destroying
our traditions and practices as
free people,” '

Yes—And No
The panel which examined
Oppenheimer was composed of

Gordon Gray. former Secy, of the

6

Ariny and now Univ. of N.
Carolina President: Thomas Mor-
gan,former head of the Sperry Corp.:
and Ward V. Evans, chemistry
professor at TLoyola, They interr-
ogated 40 wifnesses, took 3,000
pages of testimony, examined anot-
her 3,000 pages of written material,

Gray and Morgan
tortured an d
ma;ority opinion,
Oppenheimer is
“discreet’”” but nevertheless a
“security risk.” They admitted
they might have found an “altern-
ative recommendation” if, under
the BEisenhower security program,
they had besn allowed ‘to exercise
mature practical judgement without
the rigid circumspection of regul-
ations and criteria established for
us.”” To Sen. Edwin C. Johnson
(D-Colo.), & member of the Senate
House Atomic Energy Committee,
the majority decision was “nothing
but doubletalk.”

signed the
self-contradietory
which held that
“loyal’” and

Lacked Enthusiasm

On the charge that Oppenheimer
—with many others—had originally
opposed a “‘erash’ program to
develop the H-bomb (he frankly
stated his reasons had heen hoth
technical and moral), the majority
found he “did not oppose the
project in a positive or open
manner, nor did he deecline to
co-operate’” in it. But it also m#de
this finding:

“However, enthusiastic supp-
ort on his part would perhaps have
encouraged other leading scienti-
sts to work on the program,”

On this, Evans said in his
dissent: '‘He did not hinder the
development of the H-homb
and there is absolutely nothing
in the testimony to show that
he did....I personally think that
our failureto clear Dr. Oppen-
heimer will be a black mark on
the escutcheon of our country.”
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The majority found that had
O p pen heimer “enthusiastically
supported the thermonuclear prog-
ram either hefore or after the det-
ermination of national policy, the
H-bomb project would have been

pursued with considerably more
vigor.” The Washington Post
remarked:

“Does the board real vy

mean that a man should be expec-
ted to anticipate a decision and
temper his convictions fo conform
with what later may turn out to
be a popular course ? What is this
but a formula for infelletual
dishonesty? .. The decision deals
a devastating blow to free ingquiry
in government research. . .

Road To Suicide

TF uviow was already heginning
to be felt. One June 6 the Atomic
Scientists of Chicago reported that
a dozen top scientists, none of them
implicated in any charges, are
resigning from Fort Monmouth's
radar laboratories beeause of secu-
rity charges against their colleag-
ues. The ten officers of the Fedn.
of American Scientists in an open
letter to President FEisenhower
warned:

"“The purge of a loyal scientist
for giving frank advice presents a
grave peril o our nation. Such a
poliey, if continued, will eliminate
the men of independent mind from
our defense establishments, In
this age . .. this is a sure road to
national suicide,”

At the end 21 the week it was
ruled that Oppenheimer might file
a brief appealing the deecision
with the A E C, but his lawyers
would not be permitted to argue
the case hefore it,

Continued on page 13
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EXCHANGE CONTROL

SERIOUS COMPLAINT

The Exchange Control Department has thought it recessary, for some
unaccountable reason, to ““hush up’* a most serious complaint of the breach
of Exchange Control Regulations, In fact, the complaint had already been
Inquired into by an official of another Department and more than a prima
facie established against the allege. violater of the law. But the Exchange
Control Department seems determined to ignore the inquiry and findings
Of the other official just has much as it does not seem to want to take

action itself in regard to the complaint.

Simple

The facts are simple and stra
ightforward, Sometime in the
beginning of 1953 some Indian
workers on Mahagastotte Tea
BEstate in Nuwara Eliva went up for
inquiries under the Indian and
Pakistani Act for registration as
citizens. These workers discover
ed that according to the records,
they had remitted money to India,
whereas they asserted that they had
not. Most of they ecases so alfected
were persons who had been born
in Ceylon and who had never left
the island. The inquiries into the
citizenship application of these per-
sons were adjourned pending in-
quiries by the applicants inte his
guestion of remittances,

It then transpived that the Head
Kangany of this estate, who goes
by the grandiose title of ILabour
Welfare Officer had sent money to
India in the name of his labourers
to his (Head Kangany's) relations
and friends resident in his and his
wife’s villages in India. He had
done this sometimes by bluff,
sometimes by “persuasion’ and at
others by undue influence,

Citizenship

It is necessary to recall that in
the relevant times in 1949-50, each
labourer could =end Rs. 60 to
India periadically according to the
Hxchange Control Regulations. This
Labour Welfare Officer sent a consi-
derable sum of moner out of the
island inthe names of hislabourers.

How it affected these labourers
was that when their applications
for citizenship came up, the flact
that they had remitted money
mil:tated against establishing “per-
manent setblement’” in the island
within the meaning of the Act as
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currently interpreted by the officers
administering the Aet.

The workers concerned throagh
their Union, the Ceylon Workers

' Congress, made representations to

the authorities.

In the first instance, tue Union
wrote to the Agent of the Govern.
ment of India in Kandy to investi-
gate whether this complaint had
any basis of truth, The Union
gave a list of names of workers so
victimised,

Admitted

The Agent, with the permission
ol the estate authorities, held an
inquiry in April 1953, His findings
were contained in a letter dated
April 20, 1953 to the Ceylon Wor-
kersCongress and were as follows :

“My enquiry on the estate
disclosed that Sri, N, Krishna-
swamy, L. W. O., has remitted
money to India with the assista-
nce of the labhourers on the
estate. According to the labou
rers, they signed the “B” forms
beeause they were made to un-
derstand by Sri Krishnaswa-
my that cumblies had to he got
from India and the remittances
were for payment for the cum-
blies. S#¢ Krishnaswamy admit-
ted having made the vemittances
with the help of the labourers,
having explained to them that
the remittances to be made were
SJorrepayment of loans as well as
to get textiles from India for his
personal wuse and also for the
use of aselect few on the estate
as well as for the education of his
son in India. He denied having
told them that the purpose was
to get down cimblies..v ...’

A copy of this lstter from the
Agent of the Government of India
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Iznored

was senb to the Superintendent of
the Estate on April 28, 1953 asking
for some kind of action. Copies
of this corrvespondence were sent
to all governmental authorities
likery to be interested, including
the Controller of Exchange, the
Commissioner of Income Tarx and
the Commissioner for the Regis-
tration for Indian and Pakistani
hesidents.

Inquiry

There was no response for this
letter from the Exchange Control,
but the Ministry of Home Aflairs
referred the matter to the Ministry
ot Labour, and on the instructions
of the latter, the Assistant Commis-
sivner of Labaur, Hatbon held an
enquiry on the estate,

The enguiry was spread over two
full days und the Labour Waelfare
Officer as well as the complainants
were represented by lawyers. It
must be mentioned that at the
enquiry held earlier by the Age t
of the Government of India, the
Labour Welfare Officer's lawyer
was present and participated in the
proceedings, whilst the workers
and the Union were not legally
represented.

The Assistant Commissioner of
Labour, Hatton stated that hijs
enquiry was only to find out if a
prima  facie case esisted. In his
inquiry he went fully into the
matter and the evidence: disclosed
more than amply justificd the fin-
dings of the Government of India
Agent. It was found that Mr,
Krishnaswamy had sent money
regularly during the the period
investigated to his friends and
relations in his village by misusing
the concessions extended to labou-
rers. [t alsu transpirved in 1%e course
of the inquiry that another member
of the cl:rical staff on the estate had
similarly utilised the “B” forms to
send momey to his relations,

Continued on page 10
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EXCHANGE CONTROL

The report twe publish

on another page about the mys-
terious manner in which a com-
plaint about a serious breach ol
Exchange Control Regulations has
heen dealt with ealls for an imime-
diate investigation by the ausho-
rities. The complaint, in the drst
instance, was made to the
Agent {or the Government of Ladia.
Next, “he complaint was seib
to all relevant Government De
partments; and the Home Ministry
together with the Labour Ministry
caused an inquiry to be made. T6
is significant that the Exchange
Control Department did not put
the matter in the hands of the
C.I.D. no sooner the complaint

was made,

The Assistant Commissioner of _

Labour held an inguiry, and we
understand on good authority that
the evidence and the Uocuments
fully established the charges made
by the complainants. And that,
furthermore, more serious charges

- suld have beep framed if a fuller

inquiry was made. The report of
this senior officer of the Labour
Department together with his notes
of inquiry were forwarded to the
Controller of Exchange. In that
Department, the matter seems to
have been given a decent burial,
in spite of cepresentations and
reminders.

If this is the reception accorded
to a serious complaint by the
Iixechange Clontrol Department,
then there is something most vitally
and radically wrong with it. The
delay in pursuing investigations
will not only bring in preseription
for certain offences but will allow
misereants to destrov evidence and
documents, One does not know
whether the documents available
to the  .ssistant Commissioner of
Labour will be available to day,

Apart from the incidental ques-
tion of the complainants being at a
disadvantage in the matter of their
applications for registration as

8

Ceylon citizens, the scancalous
manner in which the Depa-tment
hag refused to take any action calls
for condemnation. This concrete
instance of the utter inefficiency of
the Exchanga Contrel Department
is a matter, we would venture to
suggest, that the Government
Parliamentary Party and the House
of Representatives must probe.

Rubber Commissioner

Sometning seams to be radically
wrong with the Rubber Commis-
sioner's Department, Rubber
shippors are unhappy about the
manner in which this Department
discharges its duties, but even more
gerious are the complaints of the
coconut oil shippers. The charge has
heen openly made that the way the
Department operates in the pur-
chase of coconutb oil has tended (or
has been designed) to assist a
@articular firmm or firms. In this
connection, in response to a state-
ment made by the Rubber Com-
missioner at the historic conference
he held a fortnight ago, we request-
ed him to publish certain {igures
with regard to the first purchase of
coconutb oil to China,  The Rubber
Commissioner has so far not done
so. He may now chose to take
refuge behind the excuse that it is
not for him to answer the “gutter
press’ like the Tribune, but if he
doed this we will bhe compe:led to
publish what figures we are able to
geb in regard to this purchase. He
can then refube our figures (which,
after all, may not be far wrong) and
give the public the benefit of the
correct information.

In the meantime, the Minister
of Commerce should pursue in-
quiriessof hie own whether certain
officers now performing regponsible
functions in the Department—we
believe that the number 1z under
four=—should continue to he in the
Department. It is our belief that
a great deal of acrimony and con-
troversy may bhe avoided if these
officers are sent to some ofther

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Department without delay. Unless
this is done, we are afraid that the
affairs of the Rubber Commis-
sioner’s Department would end up
in a major scandal.

M. R. A

The art of making a mountain
out of a mole-hill seems t6 be the
forte of the M. B, A, The claims
that this Movement makes in regard
to its achievements the world over
ara so staggering that they take
one’s breath away. Bub if these
reports are anything like the report
we have published on another page
of M. R. A. work done in Ceylon,
they would constitute the tallesf
varns the world has ever known.

The report of its work in Ceylon
is a masterpiece for claiming credif
for everything good that happens
by merely stating that the M. R. A.
did it all. Take the instance about
the Kandahena Dispute. We undet-
stand on good authority that the
persons who settled the Kandahena
Dispute had not been under the
alig st M .R. A, influence. This
Buchamanite Movement was nob
even thought of when negotiations
were in progress. [t is even doubt-
ful whether the persons who really
settled the dispute saw the play
“The Forgotten Factor,” though
it ig possible some members of the
CUeylon Workers Congress and the

Employers Group might have
seen 1it.
S0 muech for Kandahena. Asfor

the increased production on Mr.
Lacey's estate it is not clear whether
the increase is due to M. R. A
influence on the workers or the faet
that the labour was no longer
under-paid. The article also pre-
tends that the Premier, Sir John
Kotelawela, is a very ardent sup-
porter of the M.R.A. Sir John has
many aceomplishments and prede-
lictions, but the M. R. A.is not one
of them. The only Ceylon V. 1. P.
closely associated with the M, R. A.
is Mr. R. E. Jayatilaka, Attention
is also drawn to the fact that the
article in question was published
in a magazine known as “‘Indian
Finanee,’ and the wecusatior has
often been made that the M.R.A.
ig financcd by Big Business.

TRIBUNE
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INTIMIDATION

Sherlock Holmes tells me fhat
certain worthy gentlemen hdave
become perturhed about an article
that appeared in the Tribune about
two weeks ago on certain aspects
of the work of the A.I.C.C. In
their anxiety to stop “this sort of
nongense  they had  thought it
necessary to approach a very high
legal dignitary to ask him whether
Tribune could not be charged for
criminal defamation under section
440 a4 of the Criminal Procedure
Crde. T am told that this legal
«dignitary, who has something to
do with such prosecutions, told
‘these worthy gentlemen that such
action was unth.nkable. Perhaps,
he knew his law a little better than
the gentlemen wholapproached him,
who are themselves not quite
ignorant of the law.,

TIncorrect

Sherlock Holmes also tulls me
that these gentlemen declare thab
the information published by the
Tribune about a certain company

» that had dealings with the A.1.0.C.

was incorrect. If that were the
case, the proper thing to do is to
write to the Editor of this paper
and tell him where he has gone
wrong, and I am certain that if
what they say is true, the Editor
will do what every newspaperman
will do in such circumstances,

But the Editor tells me that the
facts published are correct. But he
added that further inquiries re-
vealed that the was more to it than
met the eye. Fuller information
«of this transaction referred
to—re:from whom was the property
bought ? who valued the property ?
who made the application to the
A.L.C.C. ? and s0 on—would prove
oven more interesting, 1 do not
know when the Editor will make
all this information available to the
publie, but I am sure he will,

Public Good

In this connection I overheard

coevtain  discussions  among high
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dign*taries in the Government and
the professions ahout disclosures
that appear from fime to time in
the Tribune, It was the view of
some of these gentlemen that such
disclosures were not in the ‘public

interest’’ even if the facts were
correct, The argument was thab

such disclosures tended to weaken
the confidence the public had ia the
Government and administration,

This i¢ the most amazing argu-
ment 1 have heard. 's ifiin the
public interest to hide and hush up
scandalous acts of corruption
because disclosure will hurt the
administration? Doesn’'t public
interest demand that corruption he
exposed and the guilly punished?
Is it not correct that only by such
blood letting demoeracy can thrive?

If the argument of the hide and
hush-up philosphers is allowed to
prevail, it would mean that tho-
ugh government and the adminis-
tration is riddled with corruption

nothing should be done or said fto

expose such maftters because “pub-
lic confidence” in the govern-
ment would be shaken. | do nof
think that any demoecratically-in-
clined person could subseribe to
guch a view.

The bhiggest danger Tacing the
country today seems to be that a
n-imber of important people, hone-
st and good in every respect,
have succumbed to this philosphy
that scandals should be hushed lest
the confidence in the government
be affected. 1t is time that these
gentlemen woke up and realised
that hushing up scandals an d
punishing those who attempted to
expose these scandals constitutes
a greater dapger to demceracy
than the consequences, painful
though it may be te scme, flowing
from such exposures.

Crepe for China

It is good to know that China
is to buy evepe rubbar [rom
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Ceylon. The
trade is for Ceylon's
For this purpose the Rubber
Commissioner hag called upon
Ceylonese Crepe shippers to
register themselves. 0Old crepe
shippers are to ba given the
opportunity of making these ship-
ments, I understand that the
notification ealiing upon erepe
shippers fo register themselves
apneared in the press sometime
la~t week. DBul even bhefore the
irk was dry on the advertise-
ment, a certain firm in Colombo
w. - buying crepe at two to three
cents more than the markef price
Was this a bit of ecle... busi-
ness instinet on the part of that
firm or was it the result of
advance information ? Trade cireles
assert that this firm has recently
heen endowed with an abundance
of such husiness insfinet? Could
this new-found husiness acumen
be in any way conneeted, they
ask, with the fact that an
official in the Department-—not the
high panjandram bubt a slightl
legsevr  light—is often seen ik
the otiices of this firm?

such
henefit.

extension of

Ceylonisation of husiness is a
good thing and must be eneour:
aged, but it is neeessary to avoid
the danger of minor ofn als
(and even not so minor officials)
helping friends and others to
steal a mareh over ofthers by
giving them advance information.

Daily News

The alfairs of the Rubber Com-
missioner in regard to eoconub
oil shipments were spotlighted in >
this column first, This led to a
““great’” eonference. The Daily
News reported thiz Conference in a
few lines. Afber this, it has taken
up the question of coconut oil ship-
ments to China in a big way

This is a happy aungury. 1t has
altsn happened that certain daily
newspapers have refused to deal
with any fopie eritical of certain
deparbments of Government simply
because a weekly ha . first veferred
to the matter, If tne administra-

Centinued on page 15



SERIOUS COMPLAINT IGNORED

Continved from page 1
The veport of the Assistant Co-
immmigsioner together with his full
notes ol inquiry were [orwarded
to the Controller of Labour.

Exchange Control

By letter dated August 27,
1953, the aching Controller of
Labour informed the Union that
“all conrected papers relating
to the inve-tigations made by
my asgistant at Hatton have been
forwarded to the Deputy Control-
ler of [Bxchange. You may address
all future corresponden.o on the
matter direct to him.”

On Beptember 29, 1953, the

Ceylon Workers Congress wrote
to Coubroller of Tixchange askirg
him what action he proposea to
take i ra3gard to the complaint.
The Union alse asked for a copy
of the Asgt. Com. of Labour's
reporti. Three months later, on
December 4, 1953, an officer of
the Department signing for the
Controller ol Exchange replied as
follows : : »

“We refer to your letter of the
29th September, 1953 and informs
you that we are unable to furnish
any informabion regarding the deli-
verabions of the Assistunt Cormmis-
zioner of liabour, Hatton.” *

The Union, thereupon, on Decern-
ber 19,1953 sent a full memorandum
on the matfer to the Deputy Cont-
roll. of Exchange. In fact the
complainf was made again that
“money had been remitted in their
( labourers’ ) names to India to
persons unknown to them” by the
Labour Welfare Officer,

The memorandum set out that
the inquiry by the Assistant
Jommissioner of Labour had
“revealed that the Labour Wellars

Officer concerned had not only
violated rules framed by vour
Ligpartment for remitting money

and thereby committed statutory
offences...”” Mhe memorandum also
suggested that other more serious
offences may emerge if a f(ull
investigation took place,

On 16th February, 1954,
Coylon Workers Congress drew
the attention of the Deputy
Controller tc the letter of Decem-
bar 19, 1953. It wmust be noted
cuab  several other officials, to
whom copies of this correspon-
dence had been gsent, at least

the

10

[ ]

had the courtesy of acknowledgin;
receipt of the same, but the
Exchange Control Department had
not even bothered to do that.

To this reminder of February
16, 1954, the same officer who
had signed the previous letter of
Decomber 4, 1953 replied on
February 20, 1954 as follows:

. *We are in receipt of your atter

of the 16th ingtant drawing our
attention to your communieation
of the 19th December 1953. The
mabter is receiving attention.”

'The Union heard no more about
the matter, and a reminder was
sent on May 15,1954, To this reply
was received dated July 16, 1954
written by the Controller himself
which reads as follows.

“We write in reply to your letter
of the 15th May 1954 and earlier co-
rrespondence on the above subjset.

2, As we pointed oubt in our
letter of the 4th December 1953, the

Fixchange Control is unable to fur-
nish any information regarding the
deliberations of the Assistant.
Commissioner of Labour, Hatton.

“3. We have also to inform you
that the FExchange Control is nat
aware of any remittances having
been made in the names of the
labourevs on the above-mentioned
Estate which are not for their
account and at their request.”

The letter from Controller is
a supreme example of evasion.
It refuses to recognise the
inquiries Leld by the Agent of the
Government of India and the Assis-
tant Controller of Labour s being
even worthy of investigation. Fur-
ther, with no inquiry of its own, it
has come bto the conclusion that
the FExchange Control Department
is not aware of such remittancas.

It the Controller of Excharge
made inquiries, they must have
been in great secrecy without
even the complainants ~knowing
about this matte..
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- .SHORT STORY

LITTLE VYVANKA

On Christmas eve Vanka Zhu-
kov, a boy of nine years, who had
been three months ago given to
cobbler Alyakhin as an apprentice
«did not go to bed. He waited unti
his master together with his family
-accompanied by the journeymen
had gone to church to attend the
matins. Then he fefched the ink-
pob out of his master’s  cupboard,
took the pen-holder with the rusty
nib, smcothed a ecrumpled piece of
paper and started writing. Ere he
drew his first letter he glanced an-
xiously fowards the door and the
windows, threw a look at the dark
image of the saint in the corner
where the hoards were fastened on
which the shoemakers’ lasts wero
stacked, and drew adeep breath.
‘The piece of paper was in front of
him on the wooden bench beside
whicn he was kneeling. “Dear Gra
ndfather Constantin  Makarych!”
he wrote., ‘T am writing you a let-
ter. 1 wish you many a merry
chrigtmag and all the blessings of
our good lord. T have neither father
nor mother and you are *hWe only
person of our family leff withme,

Vanka let his eye rove over the
windew, which was reflecting the
light of the candle. Vividly he re-
called how his grandfatherConstan-
‘tin Makaryeh looked, who served
the rich Zhivaryov family asa
night watchman. Ile was a gmall
and lean but uncommonly quick
and vivid man despite his sixtyfive
years, Forever his moist eyes of g
drunkard were sparkling in his smi-
ling face. During the day he used
to sleep in the servants’  kitchen,
when he was not flirting with the
kitchenmaids. But when darkness
falls he begins to walk his beat ar-
ound the farmstead, dressed in a
wide coatb of sheep-skins and beat.
ing a kind of wooden gong. Nosing
his heels old Kashtanka is trotting,
At her side young “Vyun.” This
“Vyun” is an extraordinarily poli-
te and pleasant dog.
treats hie own people and his frien-
ds with equal deference, he is by
no means & popular dog. Under his
polite meekness he is hiding the
‘malicious cunning of an accomp-
‘lished jesuit. No one is such an
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But tough he |

By
ANTON PAVLOVICEH CHEKHOV

adept in stalking you unnoticed
and biting you right in the leg, or
to sneak into the ice-cellar or to
steal une of the farmer’s chickens.
More ftiian once they had almost
beaten his hind-legs to pieces, twice
they had hanged him, everv other
week he wag beaten within an inch
of his death but up to now he had
always managed somehow fo scra-
mble to hig feet.

Sure, grandpa was at this  very
minute standing at the gate. Ie
will be winking with his rheumy
eyes ab the brightly 1it windows of
the chureh, having a jolly chat with
the servants, while he was jumping
from one felthooted leg on to  the
cther, to keep himself from [ree-
zing, His wooden gong was fasten-
ed at his belt. He was beating his
arms across his chest, cringing with
cold and surely he will pinch snig-
gering first the chambermaid, then
the fat cook.

“‘Let's take a pinch of snuff,’”’” he
will be saying, offering the women
his opened snuff-box.

The women take a pinch and
sneeze. Grandpa feels almost ex.
ploding with mirth. Frenzily la-
ughing he eries; “Hold me back,
TI'm am bursting, I'm dying! You
never have seen gsuch g sight”

The dogs too are given snuff, Ka-
shtanka sneezes, wrinkles her nose
and slinks offended away. Out of
sheer politeness *‘Vyun'’' does nok
even sneeze and only wags his tail,
The weather is marvellous, the air
is quiet, transparent and fresh.
Though the night is dark one can
see the whole of the village with
its white roof tops and the soft clo=-
uds rising oub of the chimneys. One
can see quite distinetly the frosted
trees and the great snow-heaps.
The sky is covered with brilliantly
blinking stars. The Milky Way
stanas out quite clearly, as if it had
been pblished up for the holy days
and rubbed with snow.....

Vanka heaves a sigh, dips the pen
in the ink and goes on writing:“ But
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craddle.

yesterday they gave me a  sound
beating. The master dragged me
on my hair aeross the courtyard
and lashed me with his belt., And
ouly because I had fallan asleep
when | had to rock the baby in its
But veally, T had not me-
ant to, And last week the master’s
wife had me clean a herring, And
when I stavbed at its tail she took
the fish and slapped me with it ac-
ross my kisser, That’s how—it is
with me. The journeymen are
making fun of me. They are sen-
dii * me to the inn to  fetch them
vodka and they make me steal pi-
ckled cucumbers in the _.aster's
cellar for them. And the master ig
beating me with everything he can
lay his hands on. But decent food

. 1 do; not even see. Theye’s just

bread for breakfast, porridge for
dinner and in the evening we gef
Lread again; but tea or cabbage soup
is not for the like of me, the master
and his folk, they are swallowing
it all alone. They have me sleep
on the cold stairs, and when their
child is erying I don't get any sleey
at all, 10 I shall have to rock the
eradle all the night., Dear little
grandpa! For the love uf god, do
fake me away from here, bring me
back home to the village.....1c-n’f
stand it any more...I kiss your
hands, and T'llalways pray to god
that you'll take me away from her
or I'll die......

Vanka made a wry face, rubbed
his eyes with his grimy fists and
sobhed.

"I shall rub the tobacco for you'
be continued the letter. “T'll pray
to god that you come and take me
with you, And if anything goes
wrong you can beat mc as much as
you want to. And if you think
there is nothing to do fcr me at the
village, then I'll go and ask the
steward. I'm sure he'll allow me
to clean his boots, or I'll go in
Fedkas place as a shepherd. Dear
little grandpa, I wanted to run aw-
ay and walk back to the village,
but I have no shoes an¢ I fear the
cold. But when Y1l be grown-up
I'll thank you for taking me away
from here. AndI'll work for you

Continued on page 12
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LITTLE VANKA

Continued from page 11

and keep you with me. And no-
body will be allowed to do you any
Larm and when you die I'll pray
for the salvation ol your soul, just
like T do for mother Pslageya.

“And M-scow is a large town.
The houses ars all very first-class
and there are many horses too, but
no gheep, and the dogs are not fie-
ree ab all, And the children do not
¢go around now with a sturand they
don't let nobody come up the aisle
to sing with the ¢hoir. And onece
I saw in a shop-window even fich-
ing-hcoks, they sell them together
with the lines and for every so . of
{ish they have aspecial hook. There
i3 even one, large enough to hold a
sheat-fish of a hundredweight. And
I have even seen shops where they
have all sorts of guns for sale,even
such a gun, as our master-has gotb.
Faeh one is perhaps worth a hun-
‘dred rubles.....And at the game
dealers there are hanging hares;
and grouses and heath cocks. Dut
the salesmen didn't want to tell nte
where they were shot.

“Dear grandpa, and if the squire
has a christmas free  with swoeetbs
and ealkes, please get a gilded nut
for me and Jeep it for me in the
small green hox, Please ask Mistr-
a3s Olga Ignatyevna for it, tell her
Sast it e for Vanka!™

Vanka eaught his breath and stif-
fled a sob. Again he looked to-
wards the window....Hs remem-
bered that grandfather used to o
every year into the woods to get a
christmas-tree for tha manor, and
hs always took his grandson with
him. Ah, thess were the good
times! And grandlather groaned,
ind the frees groaned  with ecold,

nd whenever he noticed it little
Vanks woull groan too... Before
ho felled the ehristmas tree grand-
fathor used to [inish his pipe, then
with mueh ado he would _take a
large pinch of snufl while he would
malke fun of the chilled Vanka -...
Covered with hoary frost the young
firs stand immobile, waiting for the
Adeeision which of them was to die.
And belor you ean move a limh; a

hare wheezes pa-t across the deep
anow, swift as an  arrow. . And
grandlather cannot bubt shout:

“Hold him, hold him
Ah you bobbailed littls davil!”

12

And grandfather drags the felled
tree up o the manor, and there they
start,to decorate it .Mistress Olga
Ignatyevna, whorni Vanka loves
the most, is espocially elever with
this work, When Vanka's mother
Pelageya was still alive and wor-
king as a chamber-maid, Olga Igna-
tyevna fed Vanka with sugar-candy,
and to kill the time she taugh, him
to read and to write, to counv up to
one hundred. She even taught him
to dance the gquadrille. But when
Pelageya died the orphaned Vanka
was taken to the servants’ kitchen
to his gran“father and out of the
kitelien they took him to Moscow
to cobbler Alyakhine.

“Come to me, dear little grand-
pa, 7 Vanka continued his letter,
“for the love of Christ, T beg you,
take me awav from here. Have pity
with me poor orphan child, hecause
they all are beating me, and T
would like so very much to ea$
something nice and I am so sick fo
be home again, 1 cannot tell you,so
heavy is my heart. 1 am always
weeping. And it is only a few days
ginee the master has hit me with a
boot tree on my head so that I fell
arfd almost blacked out. I hardly
could get on my feet again. My life
here is hell and I am living worse
thgn a dog.

it

AUTHORISED CAPITAL
SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL

RESERVE FUNDS

OVERSEAS

approved constituents.

3k 4 3 o 36 3ol o 3 3 el b e e e e ol o sl e 34 ook e e e

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
hoolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Fme o e e g e o 3 pe e o e o e e ol e e 4 R 330 3R e e e e e e e e 3 RO R

THE INDIAN BANK LIMITED

{Incorporated in the Republic of India-Liability of Members is Limited).

CALLED AND PAID TP CAPITAL ,,

DEPOSITS AS ON 30-6-53
HEAD OFFICE :
NORTH BEACH ROAD, MADRAS
Over 80 Branches throughout Madras Presidency, B mbay and Delfhi,
; BRANCHES : :
_SINGAPORE - KUALA LUMPUR-PENANG-MALACCA-COLOMBO
Agents & Correspondents in all the important centres ¢! the World —
London Agents—WESTMINISTER BANK LTD.
New York Agents—NATIONAL CITY BANK OF NEW YORK
Foreign Bills negotiated and Letters of Crelit opened in all centics for

- urrent and Savings Accounts are opened and Fixed Deposits received,
BANKING BUSINESS OF EVERY DESCORIPTION I8 CONDUUTED

RS e ok B OB A K RO SR ek gt R B 1 9 RO

“Remember me to Alyonka, fo
one-eyed Yegorka and fothe coach-
man, but don’t give'my mouth-ot-
gun away. I am always.

your grandson Ivan Zukov

dear little grandpa, do come and
take me away...... Vanka carefully
folded the piece of paper and put it
in an envelope he had bought last
night for a copeck...Then he sab
thinking for a moment, then dipped
the pen in the ink and wrofe the
address:

To my grandfather in the village.

Then he seratched the back of his
head and added:

“To Constantin  Makaryeh. *’
Deeply satisfied that nobody had
disturbed his writing he put his cap
on his head, and elad with nis shirt
only he run into the street without
even bothering to put on his short
fur-;acket. The servants at the but-
cher & wlhen he had asked them last
night had told him that one puts
the letters into the letter box. And
out ol these bright boxes they were
taken and sent all over the world
by drunken ecoachmen on post
troikas with iingling bells. Vanka
ran up to the lirst letter-box he
found and threw his precious letfer
through the slif...

Lulled by sweet hopes he soon
fell asleep - in his dream he saw
the large kitchen stove. And grand-
father is sitbing on the stove dang-
ling his bare feet and reading the
letter aloud to the kitchen maids...
In front of the stove V,un walks.
up and down, waggding his tail......

Rs. 1,00,00,000
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i 64,50, 000
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THRI SINHALE—1

by A Special Correspondent

Movement Emerges

Madampe, Tuesday.

“DEMOCRACY must be
saved at any cost and the
danger is not from Comanu-
nists but from Fascists,” said
My. ' Dudley Senanayake,
former Prime Minister, who
presided at the fifth anniver-
sary meeting of the Galmu-
ruwa  Rural Development
Society held at the Galmuw
ruwa Rural Development
Society Hall.

Guardian 25-8-54

On the eve of the inauguration of
the Soulbury Constitution, the vete-
ran politicians, led by the late D.

S. Senanayake, hagtily banded
themselves together fo  form the

U. N. P. Its ranks were socon swol-
len by a motely crowd of careerists
and opporfunists on the one hand,
and landed proprietors, bus mag-
nates and businessmen of the ‘new-
rich’ variety on the other.

The self-interest of the members
was the only cohesive forece in the
new party which was lacking in
both a tradition and an ideology.
“The prestige and personality of the
leader, as long as he was alive, also
helped in some measure to  main-
tain unity amongst the various ele-
mentsa in the party.

Tllusion

The accumulated sterling balan-
«ces and the boom in the commodity
markets helped to create the illu-
sion of progress during the first
faw years of the U, N. P. regime.
With the post-Korean recession
and the virtual exhaustion of the
external assets, harder times seb in.
‘At the first touch of reality the U,
N. P. coalition began to break up.

Unlike his predecessor, Sir John
Kotelawela, a man of quick deci-
sion and firm action, was expected
o work the miracleand stop the
rof. DBub during the past few mon-
ths during which Sir John has been
in office the affairs of the country
have gone from badtc worse. Un-

. SEPTEMBER 4, 1954

‘such widespread discontent

| This is the first of a Series
of Avticles on the Thri Sinhale
| Movewment.

employment is on the inerease.
Cost I living continues to soar.
Schools and hospitals are over.
crowded. Housing shortage is acube
as never before. There is no end
in sight to the bitter controversy
over the introduection of swabasha.
Industrialisation of the country,
which alone can diversify the =aco-
nomy and bring lagting prosperity,
has been shelved indefinitely.
There ig, above all, no economic or
social policy to inspire the people
for action, Little wonder there is
thro-
ugout the country to-day.

Thri Sinhale

In the pepular mind the U.N. P,
is increasingly identified as a party

YANKEE

“It is time, therefore, that
the Americans woke up to
the fact that they are the
most distrusted of the West-
ern peoples in Agia. And fhe
brash and stupid conduct of
the American Public Rela-
tions Officer in Ceylon in
attempting to interfere with
the editorial policy of the
“Ceylon Observer’’ is a sym-
ntom of the disease which
afflicts far too many official
and political Americans. The
American people had betfer
.pubt a more ecivilised set of
men into their polities and
public relations unless they
want Asia to be confronted
with the dire alternative of
preferring Communism (with
all its horrors) to American.-
sm with all ibs bad manners,
counter jumping superiority,
and anti-colonial hypoerisy.”
—Stanley Morrison in  tha
U.N.P. Journal of August
20, 1954 “

of bus magnates, landlords and
other unscrupulous seli-seeking
persons, and very few people any
longer entertain any hopes cf ever
reforming the U. N, P. Instead
there is much talk everywhere of
the need for a new party. Bubt new
parties, like the 8, L. ¥. P., with
the same old men, programmes and
policies will merely add to the exi-
sting eonfusion.

1t is against this background of
discontent, apathy, eynicism and
de~pair that one has to view the
emergence of the Thri Sinhals Ja-
oika Peramuna. This org>isation
is barely six months old. Its acti-
vities have hitherto been confined
mainlv to propaganda though in a
few instances its supporters have
resorted to direct action. From the
evidence so faravailable it is abun-
Aantly clear that the Peramuna,
far from being a broad-based nati-
omal movement as ifs adherents.
elaiin it to he, is really conceived
on narrow racial lines. Unless firm
action is taken early to check the
activit.. 3 of this organisation, in
the prevailing political climate of
Ceylon, the Thri Sinkale Jatika
Peramuna will soon pave the way
for fasecism.

15 that

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

U. S. SCIENTISTS CONDEMN
WITCH-HUNT

Continued from page 6

Question From The Floor

Meanwhile Britain’'s Labour
MP Henry Hynd said he would
formally ask in Commons on Juns
Oppenheimer, whose
“services ag atomic scientist are
not required by the . 8. gover-
nment,’’ be invited to Britain “to
place his knowledgoe ab the disposal
of this country.”

A letter-writer -in  the N. Y.
Tintes had a praci al question for
the chairman of the AEC:

“TIs Admiral Stravss going to
make the next atomic bomb and
nottell Oppenlsimer how he
did it?2 "’

—from National Guardian,
New York.
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LETTER

MORALS & THE

Editor,
Tribuns,
Sir,

The Ceylon gfudents in London
after many years of agitation have
succeeded in gelting a hostel for
themselves. But the Daily News
is not confent and is determined to
put a spanner in \the works., In an
editorial on 25(8 the Daily News
gives warning of two dire dan-
gers that beset the hostel. The
one is that the hostel might beco-
me “‘a local point for Communist
and anti-national activity among
the Ceylonese community in Lon-
don’’, This statement does n . ¢
surprise us for we are well aware
of the .pectre of the Red Bogey
that haunts Lake "House.

It is the second danger that
is more interesting lor the edito-
rial says that, “‘there should be
no room whatever for this hostel
to become a convenient bed and
breakfast sstablishment of the
ghadier sort, with the emphasis

“DAILY NEWS”

on the bed....The Government
and the Ceylon High Commission
in London must nct allow public
money to be spent on an institu-
tion which helps Ceylonese to
gtray from the path of virtue and
respectability’’. Since when, we
would like to know, has the
Daily News become the guardian
of the morals of Ceylon students?
All these platitudes about 'y irtue”
and “‘respectability”’ sound a bit
ironie, for if there is any “stray-
ing from virtuous paths’’ deone: in
London, the very supporters of
the lLake House press are the
main offenders. We suggest thatb
if T.ake House is interested in
leading a crusade against vice in
London, they should begin, not
by casbing slurs on the morals of
Ceylon students, but by invesbi-
gating the ‘‘extra-curricular acti-
vities” of Ceylon V. I. P's and
notabilities who vigit London.
Yours Sincerely,
Vijayabaliu

London, August 29, 1954.
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INTIMIDATION

Continued from page 9

tion of this country isto he eleansed
of all corruption, newspapers
must co-operate in an all-out effort
to wipe oub every manifesrtation
of malpractice.

Ramanayake

Lake House whipped itself info
a fury of excitement againgt Mr.
Ramanayake last week. 1 hava
never seen so vielous a campaign
-against cny particular individual
in any paper in Ceylon, There
was oeven direet provocation nrging
persons named and unnamed to
burn Mr. Ramanayake's effigy.
BEditorials were written, cartdons
drawn—all because Mr. Bamana-
yaka had in the first instance
joined the Left in the Mayoral
Eleetion, voted with the TLeft in
the election of the Committees
in the second and thereafter had
nob refused to be elected as Chair-
man of the Housing-Committee.

Lake House took umbrage that
an architect and building contrac-
tor like Mr. Ramanayake had been
elacted to this post. The most
libellous innuendos were cast
upon Mr. Ramanayake. But what
Lake House forgot was that not
many years a Right Wing (U.N.P.)
dominated Municipal Council had
elected with approval Mr. Rama-
nayake ag Chairman ol the same
Housing Committes, Lake House
also forgot that for a long time
Left-inclined members had endea-
voured 5o vest the powers so far
-exercised by the Housing Commit-
tee in the Executive, but the Rig-
ht had consistently opposed it.

What the Left did now by resol-
ving to transfer the pewers to the
Commissioner was what they had
attempted to do for a long time.
The fact that even Right wing

members also supported the reso-,

lution was undoubtedly because of
the Lake House agitation against
Mr. Ramanayake. Out of evil eo-
mieth good, and out of the Lake
House vendetta has come a wise
vdecision with unanimous support.
Bub to achieve this, Lake House
need not have stulbified itself to
the extent it did in the campaign

SEPTEMBER 4, 1954.

to“lynch Mr. Ramanayake. I hope
Lake House will develop the zame
enthusiasm against other politicia-
ns in other bodies who are where
they should not be.

U.S. LS.

The Americar Embassy, after
muel. preparation has - discovera
the reason why the K. K. K. series
published by the Observer are
untrue. Its author, Steson Ken-
nedy, is a pink who has been asso-
ciated with '‘Communist-Front
organisations’’, it asserts. In the

~ayes of all thinking persons, fhe

fact that a person was associabed
with a progressive or even commiu-
nist supported organisation is no
ecrime. It does not make hiz work
any less convineing.

This is particularly so when ib
has been shown that the Commit-

Un-American Affairs

by McCarthy fto be a
most unveliable body. Recantly,
in certain Senabe investigations
it wag estahlished that MeCarthy
and this Committee had used fak:
a4 lettors and phoney photographs
tio smear the character of a polibi-
eal opponent as a ' red”. Further-
mora, MeCarthy himself is now
up for investigation on charges of
graft and cerrupbion {(for some rea-
son, Ceylon papers have not given
this much prominence).

In the meantime, contrary to
the decisions arrived at the Asian
Premiers Conference, the U.S.LS.
confinues to [lourigh as an achive
anfi-communist agency in this
islaad. Bvery week it floods the
countiry with literature against the
policy of “non-involvement” in
intarnational power bloes, and sesks
to intimidate this country into
eligning itself with the ~J-inis-
tration of John Hoster Dulles fto
wade a war against ‘infernational
communism.” It is fime that
something is done to stop this. %%}

%ee for
headed

DOES CHINA KNOW FULL FACTS?

Continued from page 3

oil shipments fo China and that
by reason of this fact Ceylonisation
of the coconut oil trade to China
has been nullified. There iz no
gsense in the Rubber Commissioner
buying eoconut cil only from
Ceylonese shippers when the
Ceylonese shippers are eompelled
to go to a non-Ceyloness firm to
purchase drums for packing coco-
nut oil.

It Ceylon eould have nsgotiated
a major Trade Pact with China
whereby Ceylon sells her rubber at
above the world market and
bought rice at prices below the
world market, how is if that in a
trifling matfer of the paeking of
coconub oil the Rubher Commissi-
oner has been unable to geti China
to accept a drum that had heen
accepted by London and one thab
even today is eheaper in price than
that produced by the Brifish Cey-
leon Corporation Ltd. It will be
interesting fo find ouf what efforts
were made by the Rubbar Comm-
issioner tor convinge . China thab
the drumes manufactured by the
Ueylonese millers was inno way
inferior to the drum manufactured
by the British Ceylon Corporat-
ion Ltd. Was China giveni'the

Digitized by Noolaham Founldation.
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full faets ? If he failed in hig
efforts, were representations made
the Minister so that the malter
could 1. 7e heen faken up at higher
level? Tha Rubher Commissioner
very well knows that the shippers,
from whom he buys oil purchage
the oil, from the British Cavlon
Corporation Ltd. The only raason
he can ' makeout for his not
purchasing direet from the British
Ceylon Corporation iz the so ealled
policy sett up by him of Ceylonis-
ing the oil trade.

1To be concluded next week)

WONDERFUL PREDICTIONS.

Definite z1d acen-
rate answers on
any 5 questions
on vour} [foture
s‘;;T a]ong“wuhia
froe tavecast for
19547and '35 Fees
Rs. 2/8/—by¥M .0
or IP.O or §V.P.
for Rs. 3/-YSend
date ©.Ibirth.

JAYA SEKHAR, B.A.

Muodern Astrologer,
Kodambakkam - Madras, 24.
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MORE ABOUT A.L.C.C.

Continued from page 1

General Investments Ltd.

Though it would be unfair and
unreasonable to insist that members
of a firm of lawyers representing
the A,I.C.C. should be precluded
from obfaining loans themselyes, it
will be admitted that granting such
loans will cause a great deal of
heart-burning among those whose
applications have been rejected.

GENERAL INVUSTMENTS
LTD. is another case of a company
very closely connected witlt De
Silva and Mendis which guccessiully
obta ned a loan from the A.1.C.C,
This company was incorpora’.d on
Novemher 7, 1950, and ils &twe
original shave-holders and divecbors
were Mr, N.B. O. Mendis and Mrs.
WMendis (Nicholena Irene Trusset
Mendis). Mr. N. 3. 0, Mendis is
partner of Da Silva and Mendis,

The Company obtained a loan of
Rs. 400,000 from the A.1.C.C. pn
bond No. 242 attested by Derrick
Koch on 12.6.51 on the mortgage

of adivided portion of Shakerley

Fstate'in the Kurunegala Distriet,
Did Not Sell

Unlike NAVAM ESTALES LTD.
in regard to Mount Prospect Estate
GENERAT, INVESTMENTS did
not sell Shakerley Estate, but it
~ould ba interesting to {ind oub
what value was attached to fhe
divided porfion that was mortgaged
and what percentage of such valua-
tion was advanced by the A.1.C.C,

GURU SANJEEVY PILLS:-

Sovereign remetly for all kinds
of fevers, cough, indigestion ete,
Excellent remedy for all cemplaints
of children, and a boon for the old,
Very much appreciated by H. H.
Sree Swamy Sivanandaji Maharaj
of Rishikesh, Maharajah of Jeyrore
and other eminefit personalities

Packet of 25 pills ... 0-8-0
Boitle of 100 pills ... 1-8-0

Postage Extra

Rao Saleb M. Appalanzrasiah,
Assistant Engineer, P.W.1D. (Retd.)
Maharanipeta ~. O
VISAKHAPATNAM 2.
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GENERAL INVESTMENTS
LTD. has now thres additional
directors (and share-holders). They
are® Mr. A, J. C. Fernando, Mr.
Joseph Polyecarp Justin Mendis
and My, John Basil Norbert Mendis
—the two latter being very eclose
relations of Mr. N, 8. O, Mendis.
‘These three gentlemen holl one
share each in the company, that
being the, qualifying shares for
being a director.. From July 1952,
the address of Mr., N, 8. O. Mendis
in the books of the Company is
¢/o Messrs. Richardson & Co.,
56, South Moulton Street, [.ondon.

Incidentally, it might be men-
tioned that My, John Basil Norhert
Mendis was successful in Hoating
a loan of Rs. 250,000 ( Bond -No. 63
exgeuted on 2.8.51) from the
Housing Loans Board on the mort

gage ol two plots of land in Java

Road, Bambalapitiya. On this land
Le pul up seven houses, all of
which he hasriow 5o0ld oy transtesd.,
Messrs, De Silva and Mendis are
also the lawyers for the Ilousing
Loans DBoard.

Reverting to the A, I, ¢.C., it
should be iuleresting to find oub as
to who passed title to that divided
portion of Shakerley Hstate which
GENERAL TINVESTMENTS
mortgaged to the A.1.C.C,
Valuators

* As investigation into the affairs
of the A.[.C.C, must also include
an examination of valuators used
by the A.L.C.C. Was the panel of
valuators used in respeoct of their
ateas from whiech they came or
were particular valmators rushed
about [rom one part of the country
to another ?
Was there any instanes where a
valuator bought a land he valued
and thereafter obtained a loan from
the A. T, C. (. on the mortgage of
the same land. And [inally, for
the present, it may be worbthwhile
investigating whether loans had
been granted to parties who had
not applied in the normal course
to the A. I, €. C.? Whether there
‘are instances where say My, X
applies for a loan on a mortgage of
& piece of land called Y, and where
the lean was given te Mr. ¥ who
purchased land Y from My, X ?
These are some of the lines on
which investigation should be
conducted,

" Comrade!

u. S. AID

Mr. ®B: @.

On the question of aid,
the hon Member for Mata-
le raised the point that we

should not get any aid with
strings attached, We saw the ||
action of Burma, not very "
long ago, when she tore up ||
her Aid Agreement. She
said, “We do nof want aid
from the United States.”
Why ? Beeause one of the
implied considerations for
American aid was that Bur-
ma should allow Chinese
Nationalist troops, to earry
on the fight with the peoples’
Republic of China from Bu
rmese territory. A foreign
army, which was operating
in Burma, was maintaining
itself on Burma's soil by ra-
vaging that land and in return
for that Burma get aid from
America, Burma could not
bear it any longer and asked
that the frocps be removed.
Ameriea refused . Burma tore
up the agreement. That was
the type of agreement that
America entered inte with
Burma and for thal reason
1 sav that the China Pact is
a.protective bulwark, It pre-
vents us from agreeing to
any agreement that will staxt
with aid and end with a
stranglehold. And for that
TOASOn, . o . :

from Hansard August 2, 1954,

SENANAYAKE

X
)

GOA, HEALTH- CENTRE AND
IRON CURTAIN

Continued {rom page 2

“TLater, when we discussed how
we should carry Rashida to Mos-
c¢ow, he said that they would lend
her a dpecial stratcher with an

“adjustable back-rest, pillows and

air cushions .....I thanked him

very warmly  and requested
him tolet me knowthe charges
for the excellent arrangements.

The Buperintendent look at Rash-
ida and then at me and smiled—
“You are in a People’'s Democracy,
What question can
there he of payment? "’ "

Ehibdes Banerji
August 30, 1954
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