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SLFP - UNP MERGER ?

straws in the wind

“Tribune” understands that certain

confabulations now taking place in politi-
cal circles are aimed ‘at bringing about
a- SLFP-UNP merger in order to secure
a stronger and 'more stable Government.
‘The basis for such a merger is said to
depend on the purging of certain elements
from the UNP and at the same time the
breaking away of the SLFP from the

VLSSP.

The forces in the UNP which
are anxious for such a merger look
forward to Dudley Senanayake to
lead the party with the assistance of
R. G. Senanayake, and the fact that
Dudley has appeared on a public
platform (of a non-political charac-
_.ter) during the week-end is believed
to be an indication that he now
thinks that he is fit enough to enter
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Local Elections

public life. It is said that J. R, Ja-
yawardena and Sir Ukwatte are
not at all enthusiastic about a
merger with the SLFP, but if such
a merger arises it will be without
these two politicians. Itis said that
Sir John is quite willing to “retire”
from politics in case Dudley comes
into the picture, and there are sug-
gestions that Sir John might make
a suitable High Commissioner for
Ceylon in the U. K.

Re-shuffling

These same circles would like to
see Dudley Senanayake as the
Governor-General or the President
of the Republic, and they seem to
think that Sir Oliver Goonetilleke
would make a suitable permanent
delegate at the UNO. There are

“other reshuffling suggested about

posts abroad to fit into the SLFP
-UNP merger pattern, but these
are incidental and not primary to
the scheme now being formulated
by interested parties.
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Inside the SLFP toa there are
forces which seek such a merger
because they are apprehensive of

_the radical and sometimes anarchic

tendencies of the VLSSP. These
forces would rather depend on
centrist UNP elements rather than
the “‘extreme” VLSSP for a majority
in the Parliament. Th.y seem to
think that when=the Philip Guna-
wardena PADDY LANDS BILL
comes before the Parliamentary
Group or even the Parliament, it
would be a fitting and proper oc-
casion to cause the breach between
the SLFP and the VLSSP.

Itis also said that Dudley Sena-
nayake has at long last begun to
meet some of his old friends and
supporters in the UNP and that
R. °G. Senanayake is keen and
anxious that the Centrist elements
in the SLFP and the UNP
should get together. It is signifi-
cant that a number of UNP-ers con-
tested the local body elections in
Negombo and other places as “‘In-
dependents”, perhaps-as a prelude
to their joining the SLFP after the

elections.

1t is not known whether Dudley
Senanayake is willing to come into
the political arena yet ;nor whether
S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike is pre-
pared to break with the VLSSP,

but what is known is that influential
and powerful forces which still
have a great deal of say inimany
matters in this country are work-
ing vigorously towards the early
materialisation of a SLFP-UNP
merger on the basis of a centrist
“socialist” policy. More and more
evidence of this trend will reveal
itself to the public in the coming
weeks, :



Fortress in the Sky

By Lucien de Zoysa

The charm of the past is that it
is the past. Some men :re remem-
bered not by their deeds but by
their monuments. Which is some-
times just as well, as in the case of
Kasyapa. However one may look
at it and romanticise about Sihagiri
the fact is that it was an effort at
face saving — even soul saving, a
sort of peace offering to the priests
and the populace, on the part of
Kasyapa, for the enormity of his
own crires. Every school boy
best remembers him as a parricide
and the man who directed (not
very successfully) his groom and
his cook to murder his brother, To
apotheosise this man, make him a
hero, visionary and a benefactor of
the Singhalese, is to controvert
history and give it a liberal sugar
coating. I had a feeling that the
author was blowing up a little fish
to look like an almighty whale,
The whole thing therefore rang
somewhat hollow in my ears. But
bad history can make good drama
and here the author's attempt to
whitewash history made a tolerably
good play. It is the kind of play
which only the author’s courage,
industry and burning zeal for the
theatre could have got on the
boards at all. But he has smoothed
a path in our cultural deserf which
might well be followed.

The play struck me as being in
the nature of a first proof and not
a final print. It had several loose
ends and lacked certain finishing
touches which would have made
it a most commendable effort and
more worthy of the enthusiasm and
the industry, not to mention the
expense, which undoubtedly has
gone into it. Perhaps the objective
view of an outside producer having
nothing to do with the hurly burly
of the stage, would have been a
considerable help. it is very
difficult to see the whole when you
form a part of it. There were quite
a few instances of fudging of lines,
There were times when | heard the
prompter more clearly than the
player. The play was oppressed by
‘too many scenes. At least two
could well have been spared. This
removed from the cohesion and
continuity of the play, and as
things were, resulted in a lot of
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.Goovnesena as Datusena.

dawdling in the dark for the
audience - a fatal thing for the
cause of any play. The speeches
wi re inclined to be repetitious and
long winded and the metaphors
somewhat trite. But all this is not
to remove from a good evening’s
entertainment, which GBS tel s us
is the only justification for putting
on a play.

I liked Norman Tmpett as Migara
and Carl -1 nearly said Gamini-
It was
largely on their shoulders that the

fortress ‘was kept in the sky. To

Tucien de Zoysa fell the grave
responsibility of convincing the
audience that his hero was not a
psychopath but a poet, visionary
and a bene actor of humanity. I am
not so sure that this quite got
home. Nevertheless he is a com-
petent actor, but I wish he would
grimace less and went easy on the
trick of rolling his optics. And
might I add that for a man who
generally speaks his Shakespeare
well, he was rushing his words,
I did not think that Kasypa’s queen
as played by Olga de Jacolyn was

well done at all,

In the secen @

Clarice in SMN'S

RAMYALATA”

which opens in the Cinemas
Ltd. Circuit  next week.

scene she was quite inaudible and
for the rest, unconvincing.

The production was done as they
say on a layish scale with a keen

continued on page 447
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DEMOCRACY ToDAY —1

Problem

The rise of India as an indepsnd-
ent nation has led to a phase of
world and Asian history when it
seems to be necessary to return to
some of the first prin-iples of mod-
ern national and political develop-
ment. Mr, Bandaranaike recently
said that India has been to Asia
what Greece was to the West. The
entry of India as a modern nation
into the arena of world evolution is
an event which, in a way, may
prove to be more significant to the
future of every people than the rise
of earlier nations. When I say this,
I do not in the least mean to under-
rate the significance for modern
world evolution of the past achieve-
ments of modern Europe since the
Renaissance, the Frencn Revolution
and the industrial Revolution.

On the contrary, the significance
of India’s emergence as a modern
nation can be very much greater
than that of the earlier emergence
of any other nation precisely be-
ciuse India arose at the time she
did as a result of the whole preced-
ing course of world evolution, The
intrinsic values of theearlier pheno-
mena of modern history such as the
anti-Stuart Revolutions, the Ameri-
can Revolution, the French Revo-
lution, the Western Industrial Revo-
lution and the Socialist Industrial
Revolution have a permanence and
importance arising out of the gigan-
tic repercussions - they have had on
world economy and world consci-
ousness. The emergence of India at
the time she arose, however, cail
gain an unprecedented significance
because India’s evolution since 1947
sums up in a way the main trends of
earlier modern history. Centralisa-
tion and decentralisation of politi-
cal authority, democratisation not
merely in the sense of 19th century
political Reformism, but also in the
sense of giving economic and cul-
tural content to the ideals of liberty,
equality and fraternity contain with-
in them the impact of European and
American evolution of political de-
mocracy as well as the impact of
economic egalitarianism consequent
on the Soviet and Chinese Revolu-
tions and Socialist Industrialisation.

It therefor seems to be a useful
endeavour to attempt to assess the
significant trends of past modern
evolution from tihe standpoint of
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By Desapriya

& Period

the broad concept of democracy a*
the present time when the Colombo
Powers have attained a new signi-
ficance for us in  Ceylon and South
Asia. This assessment will be use-
ful in clearing many misconceptions
and superficialities which seem to
befog our vision when we are con-
fronted with problems centring rou-
nd the question ; When is Democra-
cy democracy? Is it merely the count-
ing of hzads as agaiost the breaking
of heads? Or is it something that
gains an increasingly intense connot-
ation as time and events pass ?

I am desirous that the present
discussion should serve as an occa-
sion for a certain calm airing of
views in which interested readers
as well as leaders of political and
public opinion will help. Recently
the view appeared in the Tribune
that there has been much regret that
the Left has not yet been able to get

together in Ceylon for effective de-

mocratic advance.

Integration and Nationalism

Sardar Patel’s success in the inte-
gration of the Princely States with
the rest of India has been various-
ly assessed. He has been equalised
with Bismark, as if Bismark’s uni-

A correspondent starts a
series this week which has in-
tima'e connection with a
number of questions which
affect the future of Ceylon and
alarge number of countries not
only in Asia but throughout
the world about the basis of
national integration today ?
What was the basis in the
past? This week’s article
opens the discussion by pos=
ing some vital questions.

fication of Germany was predomin=

antly progressive in implications.

Bismark and Patel may seem to
be a conyenient starting point to
embark on our effort to asse s the
significant trends of last modern
historical evolution for the pur-
pose of re-defining some of the
first principles of modern demos
cracy.

Bismark's unification of Germany
and Patel’s unification of India were
expressions of nationalism in the
particular historical contexts of
later 19th Century Europe and
post Hitler German and Indiam

political integration and that was
that they were necessitated and
aided by the technological deve~
lopments of .modern industrialism.

| continued on page 436

“THE PEOPLES CAR

UNION PLACE

THE VOLKSWAGEN

CRENGE Amasingke & Company Limimed

— COLOMBO

e

L T

433



Problem
P\
Period

continued from page 435 ~

And here it will be useful to refer
to earlier and later national integra-
tion of other states: the federal in-
tergration of the United States, the
anti-feudal administrative integra-
tion of France by Richelieu and
Louis XIV, the centralisation of
Great Britain in the 16th and 17th
centuries, the integration of the
Soviet Union and the integration
of New China,

These various periods of national
integration were periods when socie-
ty and the world were undergoiog
significant and  comprehensive
changes. The national integration of
Britain, of Holland and of France in
the 16th and 16th centuries were the
po'itical offshoots of the economic
evolution of the mercantilism by

‘the middle classes of Britain, Hol-
land and France. They were essen-
tially anti-feudal integration in that
those centralised states helped the
economic predominance of the Bri-
tish French and Dutch middle clas-
ses against the British, French and
Spanish feudal forces.

Centralisation was thus, at first,
the administrative and pollucal
means for the economic end of
mercantilist evolution by the mid-
dle classes. ' It was basically anti-
feudal at :he beginning of modern
national development, The middle
class of England grew fast through
centralisation and the standing
army in the 16th century, and
achieved political supremacy in the
17th century through the antj-Stuart
Revolutions precisely because the
feudal forces in England had been
weakened by the wars of the Roses
and by the Reformation. The mid-
dle class of France too grew be-
cause of the centralisation measures
of Richelieu and Colbert, but the
feudal forces in France bad been
strongly entrenched and hence the
French Revolution tcok place a
hundred years after the English
Revolution.

Democracy and Time and Place

It was this centralisation and mid-
dle-class mercantilism in Western
Eutope of the 16th, 17th and 18th
centuries that became an expression
of the then natijonalism and also be-

. came the basis for the subsequent
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~evolution of democracy as a modern

SJorm of national development. The
accumulation of capital, the advance
of knowledge and scientific inven-
tions, the Industrial Revolution —

these were the direct consequences
in Britain of the earlier anti-feudal
centralisation and middle class mer-
‘canti'ism.

There has been, it seems to me,
a vague superfical generality with
which the term democracy has bzen
bandied about. As a result there
has been ad increasing attenuation
inethe connotation in people’s minds
of democracy. Consequently, de-
mocracy has been treated as some
eternal verity, some phenomenon
out of relation to time andplace.

This article is an effort to pose
the main question and to fix the
early limits of the period which
l1id- the foundation for Democracy
as a modern form of national deve-
lopment.

This democracy has gained deeper
meaning and wider significance

since 1688, 1776, 1789, 1848 and
1871. And India, one of the Co-
lombo Powers, expresses tke conti-
nuing” enrichment of democracy

potentialities. Betweén the éentra-
lisation of this India by Patel and
the early centralisation of post-Re-
naissance Britain and France stand -
in point of time the centralisation
of the United States, of Bismarkian
Germany and of Soviet Russia.

It shall bs my endeavour in
subsequent  articles to attempt
som: systematic working out of
some of the broad principies of
Democracy arising out of the con-
sideration of the main trends of na-
tional development symbolised by
Britain and France, the United
States, Germany and the Soviet
and Chinese peoples. It is my
earnest prayer that others equally
interested and better equipped will
help in an attempt to find the de-
mocratic bearings for us in Ceylon.
It will be dangerous to be smug
about the fact that we were the
first Asian nation to have adult
franchise, or to harbour the illu-
sion that the grant of thi adult
franchise to Ceyloa in 193] was
an extension of democracy from
the Atlantic to_the Indian Ocean
over the “dictatorial mass” of Cen-
tral and Eastern Europe and centra|
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SINHALA ONLY

A

UNIVERSITY

It is true that the Sinhala Only
Act has been passed and Sinhalese
has become the only official lan-
guage of 1he coun'ty and thus the
language of administration. But
one fails to see any imperative con-
nection between this fact and the
medijum of instruction in the Uni-
versity. Is is necessary that higher
learning, academic, technical and
professional education, should be
acquired only through the Swaba-
sha medium according to the Sin-
hala Only Act ? All that this Act
wou'd reasonably expect is that
every citizen should be able to
transact his business with the
Government in Swabasha; for this,
say an S.S.C. knowledge of Swa-
basha is more ‘than sufficient, So
why inflict the Act on the Univer-
sity which exists for the purpose of
creation and dissemination of
KNOWLEDGE; this being its prime
function, the medium which is the
best available today should be used.

Is it not therefore the duty of the
University Dons to enlighten and
inform the people at large imparti-
ally, than to resign themselves
sheepishly to what they call “the
will of the people?” Is it not their
function as men of learning and
culture, of maturity and wisdom to
belp in the correct shaping of the
will of the people ?

Simple

Would the Dons who are cla-
mouring for an immediate switch
over to the Swabasha medivm in
the University please answer the
following simple questions ?

(1) Does Swabasha possess the
necessary scientific and technical
vocabulary and terminology indis-
pensable to the teaching of the var-
ious Arts, Sciences, let alone the
professional courses in law, Medi-
cine, Engineering,  Agriculture,
Veterinary Science, Dentistry, Phar-
macy, etc. at the University level ?
Unfortunately much of the shout-
ing has come from the Dons of
Oriental languages who, naturally
cannot be expected to appreciate
the problem in its true light. It is
only because of the many and seri-
ous brizzling difficulties that the
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Universities of India have decided
to defer the question for 25 to 30
years. In fact the Osmania Univer-
sity which rushed madly into Swa-
basha has now seen more light and
has alreagdy reverted to English as
its medium of instruction.

{2) Even English-medjum train-
ed staff are in extreme short supply
for the University in C:ylon and
there is constant need to surengthen
the siaff from abroad. Would not
the difficulty be totally insurmoun-
table’if we are to search for ner-
sons who possess the requisite qua-
lifications in both their respectiva
specialisms and Swabasha at one
and the same time ?

(3) The text books, reference
literature and other publications
such as periodicals and journals
required for the pursuit of know-
ledge in each subject are numerous
and varied. They are found abun-
dantly and adequately in the
English language. In the case of
non-English publications too, trans-
lations are readily available in
English wherever necessary and re-
levant.
ces of this gountry, its puny dntelle-

Could the financial resour- -

By A Graduate

A correspondent who knows
the University and the edu-
cational problems of this
country raises a number of
important questions in this
article.

ctual man-power and the very limi-
ted market for such Swabasha
tranglations and publications render
the supply of adequate translated
material for use at University level
possible? Besides, could we ever
dream of ke-ping pace and coping
with the surgmng streams of ever
and more advanced literature en-
tering the world cach week, if not
daily ? Certainly, we in Ceylon
wish to keep abreast of the times.
Knowledge is not static, and our
University was never intended to
be reduced to' a stagnant swamp
for cranks and quacks to play ducks
and drakes !

At School

The requirements of the Slnhala
Only Act are met adequately by

making Swabasha compulsory at
the school. Swabasha may also be
learnt at a higher level by those
who wish to do so as a subject in
the University, Provision for it
always exists. But by no stretch of
continued on page 438
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University

(continued from page 437)

imagination could it be argued that
the Act required the switch over
from the English medium in the
University. The Secondary school
students who enter the University
will always have studied English as
a subject in the school. After the
S.S.C. examination, those who wish
to enter the University have to
wait two yearsin the schools pre-
paring for the University Entrance
(or Preliminary ) examination.
Would it be too much to expect
this small number of prospective
University entrants to improve their
English during those two yeurs as a
part of the admission requirements
so that they could follow instruc.-
ion through English wherever nece-
' ssary at the University ? Certainly
nobody expects Sinhalese, for ex-
ample, to be taught through the
English medium at the University
as was done untijl a few years ago.
Of course some branches of study
of the Sinhalese language, phone-
tics and philology are being taught
even foday in our University thro-
ugh English and perbaps it may be

B
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necessary to continue to do so for
some years more to come till the
Sinhalese Etymological Dictionary
is ready and till the necessary ter-
minology becomes available in
Sinhalese. In the Pali Department
of which the Oriental Dean is the
Professor, we certainly have to
teach some subjects to a hundred
per cent Sinhalese siudent body
through Engli-h; and we do so for
the sake of efficiency and soundness
of education !

(4) Would you argue that the
retention of English goes against
the grain of vational prestige? But
bas this to be preserved at the
cost of knowledge ? Besides, is not

English teday acknowledged as a °

world language and therefore the
common property of all who care
to use it ?

(5) We got our independence
without fighting and bitterness from
the British and we continue to be
on friendly terms wih the U. K
and the Commonwealth.

“Other Countries

The Irlsh won their independance
the hard way and yet what have
they done in the matter of language?
According to the Constitution of

the Independent Republic of Ire.
land, both Irish and English are
official languages. Irish is called
the first official language and
English the second official language.
‘When you look at thewr Universit-
ies, all of them, including the Na-
tional University of [reland use only
English as the medium of insttuct-
ion? Why should not we do the
same here? Pakistan our very
friendly peighbour too has two
official languages; Urdu and Ben-
gali. Yet the medium in her Uni.
versities in only English, though
Urdu and Bengali are taught as
subject like and others. The Philip-
pines has a national language, but
the ' University medium is again
English. So many other countries
with better resources and larger
populations are continuing to use
English as the medium in the Uni-
versity although they have their
own national language or languages.
Why are they doing so? Surely
thers most be many valid reasons ?
Th:n why do our Dons want our
children and the future generations
to take a leap into the dark?
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CEYLON .

week & Week

The results of the elections to a
number of local bodies outside Co-
lombo have just begun to come in.
It is difficult as yet to make any
ge “eralized comments about them,
but one or two facts are significant.
- In Avisawella the defeat of the
MEP-VLSSP by “Independents”
has been a matter of special com-
ment. ™

Avisawella, thirty miles from Cca
fombo, is the chief town of the .
constituency which has returned
Philip Gunawardsna or (whenever
he was disqualified) his wife for
over twenty years. The Urban
Council which has five members
has also in the past been “domi-
nated” by Philip Gunawardena in
that his support was necessary for
candidates to win <eats. For the
elections just concluded, Philip
Gunawardena ran five candidates
on the MEP-VLSSP ticket. Rang-
ed against them were 5 “Independ-
ents”” belonging to the “party” of
Manamendra, the present Chairman
of the Council.

Manamendra, it must be said, had
received the blessings of the Philip
Gunawardena group in the past,
§{f . not directly, at least indirectly.
But he probably would not join
the MEP-VLSSP platform now.
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The results of the elections came
as a surprise to a number of people
outside Avisawella. Philip Guona-
wardena, and particularly his wite

~ Kusuma (M.P. for Kiriella) had

made the Avisawella elections a
personal matter. [Chere was door
to door canvassing, and numbar of
meetings in support of the MEP-
VLSSP candidites. In spite of all
this, the “Indep:ndents’’ of Mina-
mendra won decisively. The state
of public fesling in the town can
gauged by what happened in Ward
No. 2. A candidate put up by
Manamendra issued a statement a
few days before election day that
h: was withdrawing in favour of
the MEP-VLSSP candidate and
called upon his supporters to vote
for the rival. This statemeat, it is
alleged, was the result of Gunawar-
dena pressure tactics. This parti-
cular candidate has a “boutique™
in a townlet near the Gunawardena
ancestral home and for business

. reasons he is said to have issued
a statement withdrawing his candi-

dature. But his name remained on
the ballot paper (it was too
late for it to be removed), and the
voters of Ward 2 returned this candi-
date as against the MEP-VLSSP
choice.

The forces that combined to de=
feat Philip Gunawardena’s nomi-
nees came from the Left as well
as the Right. The UNP which
still has a following in the town
backed the Independents and the
Left forces also went against Philip.
Only one NLSSP candidate fought
the elections but he lost.

This phenomena of the UNP
vacking “Independents” or even
ughting the elections as “Indepen-
wents” (in Negombo and other
places this is happening) is indi-

k AVISAW ELLA
X COCONUT BOAKD
PUBLIC SERVANTS

»

cative of move to bring the UNP
and the Right Wing of the SLFP
together. The name UNP evident-
ly evokes many hostile antagonisms
and UNP stalwarts seem to be
fishting the elections as “‘indepen-
dents" as a first step towards merg-
ing with the SLFP,

Coconut Board
There has been a “‘storm” — a

. minor one at that —about the recent

happenings in regard to the Coco=
nut Board. When the Minister R.
G. Senanayake was away, the act-
ing Minister Lakshman Rajapakse
made certain appointments to the
Board. The Low Country Pro-
ducts Association (LCPA) which
had fathered the Coconut Board
(in order to make effective the
marketing of coconut products)
protestcd against the appointments
on the ground that the weightage
had been given to the coconut oil

milling interests. :

Apart from a number appoint-
ments of persons on the outside
fringe of the coconut planting world,
for politicalreasons, the three “effeca
tive*' persons — Donald Wijewar-
dene, Wood and Wickremasinghe—
represented milling interests. When
the Minister returned, Donald Wije-
wardene did the d:cent thing by
sending .o his resignaion. Wood,

who is one of the Directors of the

British Ceylon Corporation, refused
to quit and rumour has it that he
sought to advise all and sundry, in-
cluding the Muinister himsclf, on
how to run the affairs of the co-
conut producing world. It must be
remembered that the British Ceylon
Corporation, which is in the main a
foreign concern, has been accused
by Ceylonese coconut producers of

continued on page 442
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The wound caused by the com-
munal disturbances in the Eastern
Province during the eventful days
of the passage through Parliament
of the Official Language Act, has
‘almost completely bealed; but the
recent appointment of the Gal Cya
Commission by the government is
bound to prise it open and cause a
recrudesc.nce of communal bitter-
ness, And 1hedead will be awaken-
ed to all their tales ! ;

The Commission consisting of
Lalitha Rajapakse, N. E. Ernst
and R. R. Selvadurai has been
appointed “to hold an enquiry
and to obtain information in re-
gard to certainincidents amounting
to civil disturbances and their
causes in the FEastern Province
during the period 1st Januar, 1956
to 30th September 1956, with
special reference to such incidents
which occurred in the area under
the administration of the Gal Oya
Development Board and in parti-
cular to inquire if the occurence of
such incidents was due to the faulty
- administration of the Gal Oya
Development Board. .They have
also been authorised to make re-
commendations for the preyention
of similar occurerces in the future,
if need"be by changes in the admini-
stration of the Gal Oya Board Area
or by amendments of the written
law applicable to such area of
authority.”

The terms of reference specify
the period 1st January 1956 to 30th
September. Why ? Who claims that
“certain incidents amounting to
civil disturbances” lasted that long?
Is the appointment of the Com-
mission really to probe the in-
cidents or merely a convenient peg
to hang the case for the dismissal
of certain unwanted members of the
Gal Oya Development Board ?

In any case, why make the Gal
Oya Development Board the scape-
goat of the whole unfortuuate epi-
sode which followed the first day
of the introduction of the Official
Language Bill in the House of Re-
presencatives ? Did not civil dis-
turbance take place in Colombo
and other parts of the country 7 It
could be understood, if the govern-
ment appointed a Commission to
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probe into civil disturbance in the
country as a whole, but this invi-
dious distinction smacks of a cons-
piracy against certain members of

‘the Board. The whole country

knows whether the incidents which

occured in the Fastern Province

and other parts of the country were
due to the “fauity administration
of the Gal Oya Development Board
without a Commission
having to tell us that. And the
terms of the Commission seem to
let the cat out of the bag; especially

that part which states *“if need be

by chang:s in the administration of
the Gal Oya Board area.”

It is unfair to anticipate the find-
ings of the Commission but the
people of the country are legiti-
‘mately entitled to ask what is the
purpose of a Commission coming
so late as it does, when communal
bitterness has subsided, and all is
grcen in the Valley. Everyone
knows that the trouble in the East-
ern Province was political and not
social or administrative. Now that
there is political quiet there why
create a storm of controversy by
appointing a Commission to inquire
in o bygones ? Let bygones be by-
gones. :

To quote an extract from an
editorial which appeard in the
Meorning Times last. month under
the title “Call Off The Gal Oya In-
quiry™ :

“Four months ago, or even two
months ago a Commission would
have been useful. Today it is no
longer necessary and infact may
defeat its own purpose which is to
ensure communal peace in the Gal
Oya Valley™ )

The government claimed that it
had decided not to prosecute the’

author of the scurrilous pamphlet
“Kanni Mariyage Heti”, in the
interests of religious harmony 1n the
country. The counury should re-
mind the government that what is
sauce for the religious harmony
gcose is sauce for the racial har-
me ny gander too.

SCURRILOUS

A man writes and publishes a’

scurrilous pamhlet which sinks to
the lowest depths to outrage the

religious feelings of the Christians
in this country, and barefacedly in-
sults their religious beliefs. But the
government decides not to prose-
cute him, acting quite democrati-
cally of cour-e, on the adwvice of the
Hon. Mr. Attorney General, the
government’s legal adviser.

This is section 291 B of the Penal
Code, which is still part of the law
of this land : ““whoever with the de-
liberate and malicious intentiom of
outraging the religious feeling of |
any class of Her Majesty’s sub
jects by words either spoken or
written or by visible representa-
tions insults or attempts to insult
the religion or religious beliefs of
that class shall be punished...”,
The punishment :—Simple or rigor-
ous imprisonment not exceeding
two years, or a fine or both im-
prisonment and fine. :

Mr. Attorney General has thought
it fit to advise the government not
to prosecute under this section. He
has given no reasons, as he is quite
legally entitled to do. But the
Home Minister has given certain
reasons for the government’s deci-
sion not to prosecute and the most
interesting among them is this prize
one: “In the interests of religious
harmony in this country, it is best
not to proceed with a prosecution”,
Blah Blah, with a vengeance.

The other reason given by the
Home Minister ;—*I have accept-
ed the advice of the Attorney
General in view of an undertaking
given by the author that the pibli-
cation of the booklet will be stop-
ped forthwith and that immediate
steps will be taken to recall all
copies now in circulation”. How
kind of the Home Minister !
Such men are hard to come by
these days. ; -

The cry was raised through the
length and breath of the country,
from public platforms and church
pulpits : “Ban the booklet”. The
Home Minister’s answer: ‘‘Under
the present law it is not possibe to
have the booklet banned, as itisa
local publication. Only literature
that is imporied into the country
could be banned”. How clever of
the Home Minister to act according
to the letter of the law of the land,
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I wish to offer my sincere con-
gratulations to the Government
Medical Officers’ Association for
its decision to extend the deadline
for the report of the Implementat-
jon Committee appointed by the
Minister of Health, to December
2nd. The reason the Asscciation
gave for its decision was that it was
satisfied there was a bona fide delay

in the presentation of the report

and as such, it was prepared to
give two weeks more for the report
of the Committee.

The Editor of the Tribuie would:

have particulary welcomed this
. ecision, for in his Comment last
week he urged the G.M.O.A. to
put off any strike decision till the
report of the Committee was com-
plcted. He said: “We therefore
urge the G.M.O.A. to hold its guns
(f it still wants to fire them) until
the Committee has concluded its
deliberations.”... and again “‘We
wish to get two points straight:
first the doctors should generously
overlook the alleged insult to the
deputation and perhaps the whole
medical profession. If they do not
they might find themselves chasing
after the shadow and losing the
substance in the process; second,
the doctors have waited so long for
redress of their grievances and a
week or two more is not going to
materially affect their position”.
As he wished for in his con-

cluding sentence, good sense has

finally prevailed with the doctors.

The doctors, following a decision
to propagandise their cause among
the public, have published pamph«
lets in the three languages explain-
ing their demands. In them, they
discuss the ethics of strike action,
in the event of failure of negotiat-
ions between them and the govern-
ment. . In response to a question
“Have doctors the moral right to
strike 7’ they say “We are governed
by the ethics of the profession. A
private practitioner has the right to

refuse 1o undertake to treat iny

patient. But once he has staried to
treat it is his sacred duty to treat
that patient until he is cured or
desires to be treated by someone
else. Once we join government
service the right to continue to
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tteat our patients is taken
over by our employer, the govetn-

ent, As government doctorswe
have no patients in the way a
private practitioner has. The emplo-
yer is responmsible for the patient
and a doctor has no right to
protest if he is transfetred or
asked to leave the hospital on the
grounds that his patients are not
cured.”’ ;

Does the G.M.O.A. seriously
contend that this forgoing para-
graph explains the ethics of strike
action and the arguments therein
absolve the doctors of their res-
ponsibility for the health of the
patient?

I do not wish to comment on
this matter except to say that
doctors will be doctors and patients
will be patients, and if the: doctors
do not discharge their responsibility

by the patients, w.ll doctors
be doctors for long ?
Ecbo

One of the best things 1 have
heard for a lopg time is a report
of a statement on the Suez crisis by
a BIG SHOT in this country.
fact he was a BIG FISH among

" WHALES during the last war, and

did a great many things in that
period about which a great deal
has been said.

When the Suez crisis broke
and when it looked as if it might
flare-up into a major war, all that
this worthy gentleman thought fit
to declare was that “Ceylon hasa
vested interest in this war ....asin
all wars We must make some
money out of this war ......” I do
not know just what thi, WE in-
cluded, but knowing the person
who made this remark it cannot be
a par.icularly altruistic WE.

Now that the main crisis has
passed, it does mnot seem worth
pursuing this matter, but it is good
to rememb.- that we have in our
midst in high places persons who
conginue to echo the philosophy of
the last war period of making
money by hook or by CrOOKess. vsee

Profiteers, blackmarketeers and
others who subscribe to the same
ideology (if that term can be used
to describe the mental processes of

......

In-

such anti-social vermin), it would
seem, are not confined to the lower !
orders of shopkeepers and traders. -
Bases '
Last Sunday's Observer carried a
front page splash that irincomalee
had been used by a certain British
vessels and warships just before
they went into the Suez invasion.
This report is said to have been
made by Commodore Royce de Mel
of the Ceylon Navy. This report
naturally created a furore in many
quarters, for Prime Mmister Ban-
daranaike has been assuring the
public that Britain had undertaken
not to use the Trincomalee or Katu-
payake bases for any vessels or
planes participating in the Middle
East onslaught of the Anglo British.
As I write these notes, the papers
report that Commodore Royce de
Mel’s report has been relayed to
Bandaranaike in England and that
he s:ems to have discounted the
findings with a statement that the
vessels had used the
facilit:es in Trincomalee five weeks
ago and that it had been merely
routine fuelling, etc. It is not possi=
ble to make further comments be- |
fore more facts are available, but
whatever'may be the explanations
the British offer about these vessels
it iscclear that the earlier Britain quits
the Ceylon bases the better for all
parties concerned. :
Propaganda A
Talking of the British, reminds
me of the British Movietone News-
reel that I saw this week. It showed
the invasion of Egypt and the occu-
pation of Port Said. The commen-=
tary praised the action of the British
forces in occupying Suez and en-
deavoured te pretend that this act-
jion had to be taken in order to safe-
guard free movement through the
Canal (shots of thc Canal blocked
by the Egyptians were shown in
such a way as to give the impress-
jon that the Anglo-French forces
had taken aciion only after the
Egyptians had sunk ships to block
the Canal). But the finest piece was

. the statement that the destruction

in Port Said (which was enormous)
was due to the fact that the “Egyopt-

continued on page 447
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juggling and manipulating the mar-
« ket to the detriment of the local
producers.

Wood and Wickremasinghe, who
is a broker for milling interests re-
fused to resign as Wijewardene had
done, and the Minister removed
them by virtue of certain powers
vested in him.

It is unfortune that all this should
have happened, particularly as it is
sajd that the Minister R. G. Sena-
nayake had left a minuteto the effect
that appointments to the Coconut
Board should await his return from
Geneva where he had gone for the
ECAFE Conference. In spite of
this memo, it is said that Lakshman
Rajapakse exercised his rights, and
it led to all this trouble.

Public servants

Early this month the Prime Minis-
ter announced that public servants
who were dismissed under ‘‘unde-
mocratic regulations™ during the
previous government’s  regime,

would be offered re-employment
““on ¢erms and conditions which
‘will be determined by government
in each case.”

In announcing this decision the
Primé& Minister said he had review-
-ed the charges framed against the
officers who were dismissed for
breaches of administrative regu-
lations and found that dismissal
was too severe a punishment if the
eharges had been viewed in the
light of the present governments’s
attitude towards public servants
expressing their dissgreement with
government policy. .

He also announced that “as a
first step the Minister of Finance
has framed a new administrative
regulation setting out the rights of

« public officers in regard to the ex-
pression of disagreement with the
policy of government. This regu-
dation is numbered 267.”

Government servants who asked
for bread were given stone!

They have clamo .red for many
months now for the repeal of Admini-

strative Regulation 208 B, 220,262 -

and 275, and are given a new
Administrative regulation, Admini-
strative Regulation 267.

And according to this regulation
the punishment of dismissal meted
out to the officers, is considered
‘to0 severe’’, but the guilt remains !
Rightly therefore did the Govern-
ment Clerical Service Union at its

. eeting on Sunday pass the follow-
ing resolution: “When the present
government which is pledged to
foster trade unionism undertook to
review the case of employees who
were penalised under undemocratic
regulations by the previous govern-
ment the Union rightly expected
that the government agreed with
the view of the All Island Confer-
ence of Public Service Trade Unions
that the employees were wrongfully
dismisscd purely for trade union
activity and that they should be re-
dressed in that light but we regret
to note that the government has
not accepted this basic position,
This union is further perturbed that
the government regards these em-
ployees guilty of a punishable off-
ence even in the light of their own
adminijstrative regulation and also
because by virtue of such regard it
is clear that the position of trade
unionists is not safe even under
this revised regulation.”

At best, therefore, the Prime
Minister’s decision to re-employ
(and not re-instate) the dismissed
‘officers could only be interpreted
a8 a sop to Cerberus,

Regulations e

Earlier both in Parliament and
outside the Minister of Finance
tilted at the Public Service Com-
mlssion which he described as ‘‘a
good institution badly handled.”
He said that there was admini-
strative difficulty in having the dis-
missed officers reinstated through
the Public Service Commission and
was therefore “considering amend-
ing the administrative Regulation
to give effect to the policy of
government that public servants
should have full trade union righ.s "
In unmistakable terms he laid the
blame of the government’s inabij-
lity to reinstate the officers, at the
doorstep of the P.S.C.

Whatever the rights and wrongs
of the action taken by the Public
Service Commyssion in dismissing
public servants who contravened the
“‘undemocratic regulations’” are,
one fact cannot be gainsaid and
that is that they were acting under
regulations framed by the govern-
ment, and were well within their
powers in doing so. If today they
took similar action against public
servants no oné can blame them,
for not only are they acting within
there powers but would also be
fajling in their duty if they did not
take such action. For the “unde-
mocratic regulations” still form
part of our Statute Book !

It may be uncharitable to infer
that the government is keeping the
door open for action against public
servanis who contravene the ad-
ministrative regulations, but that is
the impression that springs to mind
when one considers that the govern=
ment which declared that it was
pledged to foster trade unionism, 1s
the self-same government that con-
tinues to have on its statute book
regulations that undermine the
growth of trade unionism.

It is time that the Minister of
Finance gave up playing hide and
seek- with public servants. Pious
assurances all can give, but what the

' public servants demand is that they

be translated into action, so that
there can be no two words of this
government’s good intentions or
inclinations !

The public servants have reiterat-
ed their demand for uncondition
remstatement of this dismissed
public servants and the repeal of
the repeal of the *‘undemocratic re-
gulation.” The Miuister of Finance
cannot afford to turn a blind eye to

« fbeir demands any longer.
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Since I last wrote this column a

great deal has happened in the
world and it seems a little difficult
to pick up the threads just now.
But I shall make a beginning with
the Middle East crisis. All that
can be said in a big way has been
said, and I cannot do better than
pick out some interesting sidelights
and comments which have not re-
ceived sufficient atfention in our
daily papers.

From the Bonn News Letter sent
by the Hindu correspondent and
published in Madras on November
15, comes this rather intriguing
news which speaks for itself:

““Among the victorious Powers
who,when the last war was over, were
particularly insistent that Germany
be punished with utmost severity
for having been the aggressor, Bri-
tain, France and Soviet Russia stood
out and took the lead. Many Ger-
mans were hanged, others were
given long prison terms for having
either prepared or conducted a war
of aggression. {

“The Deputy ‘Feuhrer’ Rudolf
Hess, for instance, is now serving a
life sentence in the Spandau Prison
for having ‘prepared’ a war of
aggression, '

“When his lawyer, therefore, right
after Britain and France had begun

their wanton attack against Egypt, “

sent a telegram to the United
Natigns demanding that either Hess
be set free at once or Sir Anthony
Eden and Premier Guy Mollet in-
carcerated as war criminals, in
accordance with the Nuremberg
laws, a wave of sympathy swept
over West Germany. Nobody ex-
pected Hess to be freed or Mollet
and Eden to be imprisoned. But
many Germans thought that law-
yer’s telegram was a clever move
that threw interesting light on the
world’s sense of justice.”

Nato

The correspondent makes a fur-
ther point that, though the tragedy
in Hungary has made a deep im-
pression and accentuated the anti-
Russian feeling among large sect-
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ions of the population already anti-
Soviet, “‘this does not mean that the
Egyptian tragedy has been ignored

in West Germany. On the contrary,

almost the entire Western German
Press reacted strongly to the Bri=
tish-French invasion of Egypt.”
What was significant was “the con-
viction expressed by numerous
newspapers that the NATO, which
it took so longto build and which
cost so many millions of dollars, is
now doomed if not already dead.”
The events in Egypt have not on-
ly shaken NATO toits very found-
ation, with the US accusing Britain

and France of breaking the NATO

agreement by using arms supplied
under it for a totally different pur-
pose, but also hit the BAGHDAD
PACT to its very core, Four of
these Powers met, at the height of
the crisis, without Britain, the main
architect of the Pact, and called

upon Britair, Israel and France to,

quit Egypt. Tutkey, Iraq, Iran and
Pakistan did this more because of

pressure from the masses in thgir

country and not from the ideologi-

cal sympathies of the ruling cliques.

For

@ CRIMINALS
o WARSAW
@ EGIYPT

@ NATO
@ HUNGARY

The fact that Turkey supported the
Arab countries is believed to be
upder US inspiration, The BAGH-
DAD POWERS .are in cecnclaye
as I write these notes and it 1is
hinted that the US which has so far

been only an observer at meetings .

of these Powers may join as a full
member now that this sroup has
won some sympathy from the Arab
world by ostensibly condemning
the Anglo-French-Israeli attack on
Egypt.

Warsaw

Just as the events in Egypt have
shaken the NATG and BAGHDAD
PACTS, the happenings in Poland
and Hungary has undermined the
WARSAW PACT. The New York
Times correspondent William J.
Jorden sums up in a despatch from
Moscow (27/10/56) the situation
that has arisen in Eastern Europe
in the following terms:

“These eventsfof the past week
testify to an important and deeps
seated transformation in the nature
of the Communist world.

continued on page 444
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“Like a partially completed build-
ing, we can as yet see only the out-
lines and few of the details. What
has happened in Poland and Hun-
gary, however, provides an illum n-
ating glance at what seems now to
be a new pattern for the Communist
structure. It is not, of course, the
essential nature of Communist
doctrine that is undergoing these
profound changes, nor the ultimate
goal of those who have accepted
doctrine. What is changing before
our eyes is the fcrm of Communist
administration, the role of the auto-

pomous and national groups and, e

above all. the relationships between
states and parties within the Soviet

“Much that has happened in the
past year, and especially in the past
week in Poland and Hungary, indi-
cates the Communists here and in
the satellites are working out a new
formula to govern their relations.
What emerges will be vastly differ-
ent from the familiar system of the
Stalin era. To assume that such a
change necessarily means a fatal
weakeping of the foundations of
the Communist world could be a
great mistake., There are some, ap-
parently including a2 majority inside®
the Kremlin, who think etherwise.”

Himgary

A great deal has been said about
the events in Hungary and about
the departure from the Panch Sila
that the Russian action constitutes,
But there was one matter which in-
trigged me. The Soviets have
charged, (and this charge has also
been made by Janos Kardar the
new Hungarian Premier, and also
by Tito of Jugoslavia), that Western
reactionaries have had a great deal
to do with the events in Hungary.
Confirmation about this has come
from a totally unexpected souice,
The Newsweek, the organ of Ameri-
can Big Business (without the fin-
esse or the subtlety of the Time) in
its issue of November 12, openly
confessed thus:

“For U.S. broadcasters, it was
significant and heartening that the
demands voiced independently from
each station (inside Hungary) close-
ly resembled the demands previous-
ly voiced by Radio Free Europe (an-
other name for Voice of Americe). .
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The report goes on to say that

American sources flew out an “iron
lung™ to a Hungarian rebel outpost
which wanted this medical equip-
ment (there was an SOS). A very
big plane was needed for this “iron
lung” and it was obtained from the
US Air Force and an “‘iron lung”
was flown to some airfield in
Hungary. Whether only an “iron
lung’ was carried is not known, nor
is it known whether the term *‘iron
lung” was not a code word for
arms, but it is significant that
there was a definite organisational
and radio link between some of the
““rebels” in Hungary and Western
European groups anxious to over-

throw the regimes and governments

in Eastern European countries.

_ All this only lends support to the
position taken up by COLOMBO
POWERS that not only should
all military agreements and pacts
should be tcrn up out that there
should also be no interference from
any quarter in the affairs of Hun-
gary or any other country. Radio
Free Europe and ti ose who seek to
supply rebels with “iron lungs”
should stop interfering in the
affairs of Hungary just as much as
the Russian Army.

Egypt ;

The Newsweek has also very
bluntly stated the position that has
arisen from the Anglo French ad-
venture in the Middle East. In the
issue of November 12, 1956 stated.

“ evsye. Israel said it had at-
tacked to wipe out Egyptian' com-
mando bases. Britain and France
said that their action was aimed at
safeguarding the Suez Canal and
separating the combatants. Actu-
ally, whether by collusion or coin-
cidence, all three nations aimed at
getting rid of Nasser.

“London and Paris had based
their action on four main assump-
tions — that the military campaigns
would be short and easy, that other
Arab nations would be shocked into
passiveness, that the war could be
limiwed to Egypt, and that the Unit-
ed States would ultimately fall into
line. There were now misgivings
on all four points...ia... >

But Time in its issue of Novem-
ber 12 had no misgiving about

- HOW BRITAIN FRANCE AND

ISRAEL GOT TOGETHER. This
leadging US weekly stated ““in this
conspiracy France was instigator,
Britain a belated partner, and Is-
rael the willing trigger.”
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OPEN LETTI R

TO PAKISTANIS

I am anp Egyptian journalist on
th: staff of ““Al-Ahram” a leading
daily of Cairo. I belong to the
Arab race and T want to reach the
eyes and ears of my Islamic breth-
ren in Pakistan. Why then do I not
write to some paper in Karachi or
Lahore or Dacca ?

The answer takes me to the root
of my problem, which is the pro-
blem of all Arabs vis-a-vis Pakistan.
For if I write to a Pakistan paper,
it wili not publish my:complaint.
Such is the existing state of affairs
between Egypt and Pakistan. That
is why I addiess this appeal to my
Pakistani co-religionists through the
columns of a pepular weekly, like
BLITZ, which has become so
famous in Cairo since it made our
case in regard to the Suez its own.

Dear Brother Pakistanis, I
want to ask you, what is wrong
with you? Why are you betray-
ing lslam, Asia and Africa and
Arabia, which should reaily be
your blood ally, for the sake of
the few dollars and rusted arma-
ments you receive from America
and the West ? Why did you have
to promise us jour suppert on the
Suez, twice, through the mouths
of two different Governments and
Foreign Ministers only to stab us
in the back ?

Your Dishonour and Ours

You did this, for the ﬁr%‘t time,
at the London conference on the
Suez, through your Foreign Minis-
ter Chaudhuri Mohammed Ali. And
you did it again, for the second
time, more recently, when your new
Foreign Minister Feroze Khan
Noon who led you to join the Suez
Usurpers’ Associat.on against the
legitimate Egyptian Authority in
control of the Canal.

My comrades and I have put
these questions several times to
Pakistanis in Cairo. Their- stock
reply is that they are ashamed as
much as we are of some of your
Government policies. Their excuse
is that you, the sovereign people of
Pakistan, are not a free people at
all, but ued to the wheels of the
Anglo-American war machine in
Asla.
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Such is the reality of your de-
gradation and ours, the dishonour
of whole Islam and entire Orient,
that an Asian nation should be tied

Ly treaties, blocs and plots made .
¥ o P

in Washington agamnst Afro Asia.
What else could have led you to
betray the cause of Muslim and
Arab countries and of Afro-Asian
nationalism on the most vital
challenge of the Suez nationalisat-
ion ?

Pakistan Pecple with U.S.

Our despair at your Government’s
policies is nevertheless, relieved to
an extent by our knowlcdge of the
fact that the good people of Pakis-
tan are with us. We have heard of
your processions and demonstrat-
ions. We have read your resolut-
ions. We know of the very strong
movement emerging in your coun-
try against SEATO and Baghdad
Pacts and for an independent for-
eign policy.

The only thing that stands bet-
ween you and the realisation of
your independence is the opposit-
ion of your ruling clique, their
subservience to Western bribery
and blackmail. -

We therefore want you, brothers
and sisters, to persuade your Gover-
nor-General Mirza and his clique

By courtesy of the Bombay
weekly BLITZ we publish this
leiter which indicates what an
Arab feels about the ro'e of
the Government of Pakistan
in the contemporary crisis in
the Middle East.

to quit their alliance with the but-
chers of Arab friedom and join us
as a really free covrntry in ushering
in a new dawn of Afro-Asian inde-
pendence and sovereignty. They
may tell you that they cannot do
without American or Western aid.

Why Be Afraid of India?

We can assure you from our own
experience, that in case tie West
seeks to bully you by refusing eco-
nomic co-operation, there are other
countries like the USSR, China,

_ Arabia and all Asia ready to come

to your rescue.

They many also tell you stories
of Indian designs against Pakistan,
about Kashmir and all that. Bug
we know that you are not such
f.ols as to believe that Pakistan,
supported by a whole girdle of
Muslim powers stretching from the
Middle East to South-East Asia,
can be really afraid of India.

We pguess that India would be
ready to join us in offering the
required guarantees to Pakistan.
We are even sure that a noble-
minded leader of Nehru's stature

continued on page 446
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TO PAKISTANIS
continued from page 445
would cc;~operate with us in finding
a mutually agreeable solution to

the problem of Kashmir, once he
is assured that this vulnerable and

strategic State is not turned over ,

by Pakistan to its Anglo-American
patrons for their imperialist designs.

Join Our Fight for Independence

That is why this appeal is ad-
dressed to you, 'brother Pakistanis.
The time is ripe for you to change

the wrong course of your foreign
policy and start taking a more
independent line in international
affairs. Quit your foreign patrons,
infidels that they have proved both
to the cause of Islam and the Orient,

and join usin the fight we are
putting up for political and econo-
mic independence. Break the chains
of the Baghdad Pact and SEATO
alliance which have tied both your
hands and feet to the imperialist
power and use your liberated limbs
to embrace us in friendship and
solidarity.

Our uncommitted world of
Peace and Co-existence is growing
in length, breadth and power every
day. See how Egypt of Nasser
has confused and comfounded the
NATO, sEATO and Baghdad
conspirators joined together in an
open challenge to Egyptian inde-
pendence. Who has won the fight ?
Nasser or Eden? With whom
wou!d you side ? '

Strengthen Spirit of Bandung
Make up your mind Pakistanis !

Let not History expose you as. the
only lIslamic power worth thut
name to have gone to the rescue of
the dying Imperialism against living
Freedom. Let not posterity con-
demn you as the harlot of the West.
Quit the SEATO. Break the Bagh-
dad alliance. Smash up your colo~
nial chains and join us of Asia,
Arabia and Africa in making the
spirit of Bandun prevail.

I am nobody. Let my name re-
main anonymous. For whatI am
writing bears the authentic seal and
sanction of a lordly name greater
than mine or yours — the name of
Islam and of the Freedom and
Independence our Great Prophet
enjoined upon us.

I remain, therefore,
Cairo

30.10.56 ALLAH HO AKBAR
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AMARADEEDAM

Ganesan, Padmini, Savithri
Tamil at KINGSLEY, PLAZA

It is not easy to review a Tamil
film particularly if cne has grown
with 1be tradii ons that have been
associatcd with fi' ms from the West,
America, Britain and the Continent,
Theugh I bave always tcnded to
judge Tamil films from the stan-
dards of the best from the West,
I have never Kept away from these
films Bowever poor they were com-

“ pared to the entertainment and
dramatic power of the English
language films.

REVIEW

(continued from page 434)
eye 1 suppose to bistorical accuracy
in the way of costumes. It was a
pleasing speclacle and practically
out techricoloured anyihing I have
seen in technicolour, All told a
brave and courageous effort.

And lest we forget. A word of
praise for Edward Hettiarachi.
His prologue delivered in his best
didactic manner set the play off to
asplendid start. And his s ubsequent
appearances very nearly convinced
me that he had joined the %ngha.

1'had gone to see “just another”
Tamil film in Amaradeepam. The
actors and actresses were the same,
-the currently popular stars of
South Indja. But I was pleasantly

- surprised when 1 sat through the

film. Grudgingly I bad t&admit
to myself that Amarodeepam was
an improvement on the best Tamil
film 1 had seen so far. The story
was full of steck situations with the
stock gags for the comic episodes.
But the story was cleverly told.
The script was Jess heavy hand-
ed, and the.dialogue was ‘slicker’
than one gets in South Indian films,
and above all the pkotography and

lity that | have seen in any recent
Tamil film,

I must say that in spite of the |

fact that I started with the custo-
mary prejudice I enjoyed Amara-
deepam more than any other Tamil

_ editing was of a much bigher qua- |

film I have seen. The film was only |
marred by a few “overdone’ scenes: |

in the South Indian film land
heaviness of touch and exaggera-
tion is still mistaken for tragic and

melodramatic intensity. Amara-
deepam is a film that any person
who knows Tamil will enjoy.

S. A,

JUST BRIEFLY

continued from page 441

jans did not surrender.” The newse
reel also praised the easy victory of
the Israelis over the Egyptian (for-
getting that it was the British stab-
in-back destruction of Egyptian
planes on the airfields that made the
conquest of Sinai so easy),

After showing how “hum nijtar-
jan” the Anglo-French action had
been in occupying Port Said, Bri-
tish Mov etone went into a high
key and put overa terrific tale of
misery ard woe (sob stuff of the
highest order) in Hungary and how
the world was protesting only about
the Russian action in Budapest, If
one saw the newsreel (and nothing
else one would get the impression
that there were no world.wide pro-
tests against the Anglo French
attack on Egypt.

British Movietone would do well
to send its cameramen to Cyprus,
Kenya and Algeria — just to get
the record straight. And the com-
mentator thanked 'God that the
causalities in the Port Said invasion
was less than a hundred: that is Bri-
tish casualities | What about Egyp-
tian casualities ? What about the
150,000 rendered homeless by the
‘bombing of PortSaid ? What about
the piles of dead still unburied ?

Starring:

“Sivaji” Ganesan
x
Nagiah
*

Nambiar
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STILL A DRAW AT

4th Tantalising Week ! Running Successfully for more than 115 days in Madras!
Venus’ Pictures Magnificent Movie of Poignance and Power.
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Starring:

Padmini
*
Savithri

*

E. V. Saroja
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Kingsley — Plaza ete.

Noveber 24, 1956
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