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MIXED AND UNEXPECTED EVENTS IN A
WORLD OF INCREASING TURMOIL

Even the most objective and
detached observers of the world
scene. today cannot but be
puzzled by developments in
every country in the world.
There is much that is good,
but there is more that is evil,
but good or bad, success or
faiture, the one thing that
is overpoweringly dominant
is uncertainty, instability and
fluidity in a world of increasing
turmoil in which events occur
in the most unexpected fashion.
There are those who see in the
present state of flux and change
a “‘revolutionary situation” in
which forces of progress can
batter their way at pistol
point and guerilla war to a
better world of equality and
happiness. There are pessi-
mists, on the other hand,
who can see nothing but
nuclear war, and universal
destruction and population ex-
plosion staring man in the
face. There are also realists
who feel that if the bastions
of monopoly power and supra-

national finance empires are
weakened and eliminated--even
without war — then, mankind
would be able to fashion a
world where life may be worth
living. And, finally, there are
those who want the status quo
of privilege, of unlimited priva-
te property and boundless pro-
fit to continue, expand and
dominate and they are
prepared to wage wars, drop
bombs (including nuclear ones,
if need be) and sacrifice mil-
lions of human beings in order
to ensure the overlordship of
the few who became super-rich
through legalized robbery and
knavery.  Intermingled with
these trends, we witness the
bitter conflicts of the Aaves
and have-nots, of the developing
and the developed, of black
and white, and generally the
underprivileged and the privi-
leged.  What will come out
of the cauldron of human
conflicts which is now reaching
boiling: pointyaisrhand dtonsee,
bt @ite" el Gty Hope that a

happier man and a happier
woF;IlDd will emerge. Apollo
Seven and Soyuz Three may
herald a new dawn, but unless
the war in Vietnam comes to
an end the danger of a global
conflagaration being triggered
is ever present. There must be
peace in the Middle East, a_nd
Latin  America and Africa
must be emancipated from the
continuing economic bondage.
Europe and Asia are on the
cross-roads of history and the
future will largely depend on
what happens in the next five
years. To discern a modus
vivendi in this confusing pattern
of conflict and turmoil is diffi-
cult, and Tribune endeavours to
bring information and inter-
pretation from different angles
to enable its readers to recog-
nise the frue from the false,
and right from wrong, looked
at from the angle of ensuring
happiness for the greatest possi-
ble number of human beings
on this planet.
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Headlines Of The Week

THURSDAY, October 24 — A multi-million rupee
plan to develop KKS port is being considered by a
joint team of the Government and the World Bank.
A one-man Commission has been appointed by the
Labour Minister, Mr. M. H. Mohamed, to devise
methods of clearing the backlog of 15,000 Labour
Tribunal cases. The first consignment of Ceylon-made
tyres to Pakistan manufactured by Soviet-aided factory
at Kelaniya was despatched by sea yesterday. The 23rd
anniversary of the United Nations was celebrated
today. No agreement has yet been reached in Paris
between US and Vietnamese negotiators. The spy
scare in West Germany has snowballed into a major
issue. Indonesian Foreign Minister Malik announced
yesterday that Jakarta would not break diplomatic ties
with Singapore.

FRIDAY, October 25 — Minister of State, Mr.
J. R. Jayawardene, announced yesterday at the meeting
of the Government Parliamentary Group that from next
year only Ceylon citizens would be permitted to” import
foodstuffs. The Colombo-Plan Bureau is to investigate
the reasons for the migration of highly talented people,
particularly doctors, sciéntists and engineers, from
Ceylon, and from all developing countries to developed
countries. A five-member delegation from West Germany
is in Ceylon to evaluate proposals to finance the expansion
of projects for paper and cement industries. Ceylon
today started milling its own flour in the Soviet-aided
mill and this will save Ceylon several millions of rupees.
Aristotle Onassis interrupted his honeymoon on Skor-
pios to fly to Athens to sign a 400 million (US) dollars
agreement with the Greek Government. There were
fresh rumours about a “package™ peace deal between
Johnson and Ho Chi Minh.

SATURDAY, October 26 — The FEECs Committee
has decided to exempt remittances of pensions and
provident fund monies of Ceylonese emigrants aswell
as expatriates from FEECs. The Committec however
rejected the plea to exempt books. The Consulative
Committee of Clerical Technical, lLocal Government
and Allied Services have decided to defy any govern-
mental action to prevent the intended strike on Novem-
ber 28th. Rumours have been set afloat in Rome that
Onassis was being groomed to be President of Greece.
President de Gaulle arrived Turkey yesterday on in a
State visit.

SUNDAY, October 27 — Fifteen siate industrial
corporations under the Ministry of Industries and
Fisheries have contributed a nett foreign exchange saving
of Rs. 44.4 millions—a Rs. 12.]1 million increase over
the previous year. The Government is reported to
have decided to cut down by 30 per cent the quantity
of rice annually imported from China under the barter
agreement. London had fortified itself from. seige —arit
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assault from today’s anti-Vietnam war  march
expected to bring out at least 50,000 demon-
strators. The Soviet Union sent up its first

manned spacecraft in 18 months in Soyuz 3. Hum-
phrey, the Democratic niminee for the US presidential
election, is said to have sliced into Nixon's lead. Oil
refineries in Suez were left blazing last night after a
3-hour gun duel between Israeli and UAR armed
forces. Malaysia rejected Philippines’ claim to Sabah
in the UN General Assembly.

MONDAY, October 28 — The LSSP and the
CP are reported to have settled their differences over
the Czech issue at a meeting on Saturday called by
Mrs. Bandaranaike to map out strategy for the next
general elections, and agreement is said to have been
reached on the general distribution of candidates bet-
ween the three parties as well. Horse-racing is likely
to be re-introduced into Ceylon shortly, and horses
are to imported as barter for tea. India is reporied to
be supporting Malaysia in her dispute with Philippines
over Sabah.

TUESDAY, October 29 — The annual session of
the UNP, scheduled to be held at Kuliyapitiya on De-
cember 10th and 11th has been indefinitely postponed,
but the Working Committee will meet on November 2
to take stock of government record and discuss the
question of the coming general  elections.
The Central Bank will issue a National Housing De-
benture for Rs. 13 million at 51% with a minimum
holding of Rs. 100 on November 1. President Ayub
Khan has called for a non-aggression pact between
India and Pakistan — provided there was another
treaty detailing procedure to remove current and future
problems. The Czech National Assembly passed a
historic law on Sunday creating Czech and Slovak
regional states united by a Federal Government—Slovaks
thus getting autonomy for the first time in history.

WEDNESDAY, October 30 — Eight Commitiees
have been appointed by Government to formulate
the Agricultural Ministry’s next six-year Development
Plan from 1971 — having in mind a 15-year perspective.
A Royal Commission has been appointed by the Gover-
nor General to inquire and report on the Co-operative
Movement in Ceylon. The National Operations Room,
established by the Ministry of Planning and Economic
Affairs, to show month by month progress of govern-
mental agricultural and industrial projects, was inaugu-
rated today. The Federal Party is reported to be opposed
to any constitutional reform to make Ceylon a Republic
—unless federalism was accepted. The second contingent
on the Japanese goodwill cruise ship Sakura Maru
arrived in Colombo with 298 students. Soyuz 3 with a
Soviet cosmonaut soft landed in USSR territory after
four days in space. Premier Kosygin called for an
immediate halt of the bombing of North Vietnam
and President Thieu declared that a coalition with
Reds“Wolld be tantamount to suicide.
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In Retrospect

w UNP Aaugnual
% General
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v General Strike

ALTHOUGH there is still eight-
een months to go before the General
Elections are held, there is
expectation that the Govern-
ment will go to the polls much
carlier than the due date. There is
no doubt that the UNP and the
Government have started making
preparations for the elections —
but, with loud protestations from
UNP leaders that the elections will
not be held earlier than it is consti-
tutionally due. Political circles con-
tend that the UNP was protesting
a little too much (and a little too
often) that the election would not
be held before April 1970 — whilst
at the same time taking near-panic
measures as if the General Elections
were round the corner.

For reasons not vet disclosed the
UNP Annual Sessions, which were
scheduled to be held at Kuliyapitiva
on December 10th and 11th, has
been postponed. The ostensible
reason put out was that this would
clash with the local elections for the
Kuliyapitiya Town Council. This
is as good a reason as any, but
knowledgeable political circles feel
that there is more than meets the
eye in this unexpected postponement
of the sessions. Though the big
papers make much of the LSSP-CP
differences within the Coalition over
the Czech issue, it is known that
differences of a serious nature exists
not only within the UNP itself but
also among the different constituent
members of the National Govern-
ment.  The three big newspaper
groups have imposed a virtual black-
out on the differences inside the ruling
coalition and the UNP, but truth
will ““out” sooner or later.

Reading between the lines in the
column entitled POLITICS by

Sessions
Elections

Bandaranaike & Coalition

Backbencher in the Daily Mirrot
of October 27, even the most
myopic will see that all is not well
inside the UNP — apart from per-
sisting cold war between the two

giants, Dudley Senanayake and
J. R. Jayawardena. Said the co-
lumnist:...."In  the Government

ranks too moves have been made
to patch up quarrels among its cons-
tituent partners. For instance in the
United National Party sharp dif-
Sferences  of opinion have arisen
among its  Municipal Councillors
over the suspension of Mr. Harris
Wickrematunge. The suspension of
this MMC has led to such consider-
able bitterness that some of the
the UNPers are not even averse to
supplying the Opposition with the
most damning information against
prominent men of the party. This
dispute is not confined to Municipal
politics only. It is likely to extend
soon to Parliamentiary spheres as
well.  Therefore, these developments
are beginning lo create anxiety
among the hierarchy of the United
National Party and it is likely that
we shall hear more about it before
long.. ... 2

ALREADY, the dirty linen has
come out of the soiled linen basket
of the UNP. The disclosures about
the real estate transactions of
Minister Sugathadasa in selling
lands he had bought very recently
at greatly enhanced prices to the
Colombo Municipality and the Na-
tional Housing Department (at a
time when Minister Mohamed —
Sugathadasa’s sidekick — was the
Minister in charge of Housing) are
believed to be mainly due to the
major rift which has arisen in the
UNP caucus in the Colombo Muni-
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The Aththa and the Forward gave
a great deal of publicity to these
transactions on which a request has
been made in Parliament that a
Select Committee of the House
should probe these transactions.
The Aththa - Forward published
certain photostats of payment
vouchers issued by the Municipal
Council, and these could not have
become available to the Opposition
unless some person oOr persons on
the “inside” had decided to spill
the beans. More disclosures of
this kind in regard to certain other
Ministers are also in the air, and
unless some kind of miracle inter-
venes a large number of skeletons
in the cupboards of certain UNP
Ministers will start stalking the
election platforms — apart from the
dirty linen that will come up for
public washing.

The postponement of the UNP
annual sessions, according to some,
is to enable the High Command to
gain more time to compose these
differences and bring a measure of
unity. In this connection it is well
to remember that there are VIPs in
the UNP who think that this kind of
blood-letting will strengthen the
“honest” wing inside the UNP.

Backbencher in the Daily Mirror
column also pointed that at the
next elections the main tussle will
be between the two “giants” — the
UNP-led National Government
group and the SLFP-led Coalition,
and that in so far as the Government
was concerned it will have fewer
constituent groups attached to it.
The SLFSP (C. P. de Silva's outfit)
is now part of the UNP. The FP
was out of the Government, but
even if it were its major preoccupa-
tion would be to battle the TC (and
vice-versa), and neither the FP nor
the TC was likely to accept the
Government Whip so far as the
elections were concerned. The feud
between the TC and the FP was of
such a deep-seated nature that it
manifested itself in everything, big
and small.

COLUMNIST Backbencher con-
trasted the almost insoluble
used famong the constituent mem
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bers of the Hath Hawula (the term
used by the Coalition -to describe
the National Government) to the
relative unity prevailing in the
Opposition camp. He said: “A4
Mini General Election campaign is
now gathering momentum. With the
prospects of the nexi General Elec-
tion being held ahead of schedule all
political parties are wow busy blue-
printing plans to woo the veters. In
the Coalition circles the ironing out
of differences among s supporters
both at political and personal levels
has been given top priority.  The
Coalition leader, Mrs. Sirimavo
Bandaranaike is now playing the role
of peace maker and so far, many
conflicting issues have been amicably

settled. These relate to allocation of

seats, selection of candidates and
other types of electoral disputes
among Coalition supporters. A
redeeming feature of Mrs. Bandara-
naike’s peace moves is that even the
Marxist allies of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party have to date agreed
to abide by her decision on all contro-
versial matters.”

The Observer, which has in recent
months devoted a very large amount
of its columns to  promoting
the differences in the Coalition camp
on the Czech and other issues, in
its issue of 28/10, recorded that the
differences in the Opposition camp
had been composed and that there:
was general agreement on a large
number of controversial guestions.
The following report speaks for
itself: ““The Coalition’s upper crust
sat round a table ai Mrs. Bandara-
naike's Rosmead Place vesidence on
Saturday night and mapped out the
strategy for a general election which
the Leader of the Opposition expects
to be held “‘very early.” Opposition
sources indicated yesterday that both
the LSSP and the CP which ran 24
and 9 candidates respectively in
March 1965, are pressing for more
seats. The SLFP nominated 100
candidates: Present indications are
that the LSSP will get 5 more seats
(Badulla, Ambalangoda, Avissawella,
Galigomuwa and Negombo) and the
CP 2 more seats (Ratnapura and
Weligama). Ambalangoda and Rat-
napura are important for the LSSP
and the CP. < :

“In the event of the SLEP conceding
these two seats, My. L. C. de Silva
the recently unseated LSSP MP for
Balapitiva will move to Ambalangoda
so that Dr. Colvipn R. de Silva may
run at Balapitiva. Dr. de Silva's
present seat, Agalawatte is considered
“unsafe” for him. The CP is keen on
getting Ratnapura for their Sabara-
gamuwa organiser, Mr. Sarath Mutte-
tuwegama who is one of their inner
circle men. No date has yet been
fixed for the Balapitiva by-election.
The LSSP will pick their candidate
within the next few days. Mr. L, C.
de Silva, the ex-MP though not dis-
qualified from seeking re-election
is not too keen on running. He is
understood to have suggested that
one of Dr. Colvin R. de Silva's
children or a member of his family
be nominated to contest the seat. ...

“On the Parliamentary front, the
Oppasition will press for an early
debate on a Private Members' mo-
tion of Mr. D. P. R. Weerasekera
(LSSP Deliowita) who wants a probe
of certain land transactions of the
Colombo  Municipal Council.

“Saturday night’s meeting of the
Coalition’s rop Committee followed
the resolution of differences between
the LSSP and CP on the Czechoslovak
issue. The Samasamaja Party has
now agreed to abide by Mrs. Bandara-
naike’s decision on this matter. The
SLFEP’s current strategem is to gloss
over the matter. Those who attended
Saturday’s meeting of the Coalition
were Mrs. Bandaranaike, Messrs.
Maitripala Senanayake, langaratne,
Subasinghe, M. S. Alif, Dr. Colvin
R. de Silva, My. Bernard Soysa, Mr.
Leslie  Goonewardene, Mr. Pieter
Keuneman and Mr. V. A. Samara-
wickreme, the CP’s National Or-
ganiser.”

The Times of Ceylon, which had
also carried on a near-hysteric cam-
paign to play up differences in the
Coalition camp, had to concede in
its issue of 28/10 (Tines Weekender)
that “the Coalitionists” had “come
to terms”, and that there would be
“no more digs at each other.” The
report which was spotlighted on its

Dir¢ntpageN@lsoaspeaksdafon. itself:
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ranks of the Coalition. On Saturday
night, for the first time after three
wmaonths, Coalition party leaders met
at the Rosmead Place, residence of
Mys. Bandaranaike, and vresolved
their differences.  The Commnunist
Party statement on the Russian in-
vasion of Czechoslovakia was offi-
cially accepted by the Coalition’s top
liners. Mrs. Bandaranaike appealed
to both the LSSP and the CP not (o
fight amoeng themselves and to abstain
from having “digs” al each other
from public platforms and through
theiy own pariy papers. “If you have
anything against each other please
take it up with me and do not resort
to mud-slinging”, she told them.

“Mprs. Bandaranaike then announ-
ced that according 1o the information
she had received there was to be an
early election. She appealed for
wholehearted co-operation from all
sections of the Coalition. Discussions
on the seats to be contested by the
different parties took place. It is
likely that the LSSP will get five
seals in addition to what they con-
tested at the last general elections
and the CP two additional seais. At
the last elections the LSSP contested
25 seats and the CP 10. The five
additional seats that are likely to be
conceded to the LSSP are Badulla,
Ambalangeda, Avissawella, Galiga-
muwa and Negombo. The CP is
likely to get Ratnapura and Weli-
gama. A move by certain prominent
citizens to bring about the establish-
ment of a national government in
Ceylon with Coalition support was
next discussed.

WHILST the election fever is
mounting on one side, the strike
movement is gathering momentum.
Student unrest is also fast spreading.
For the first time, students from the
four universities in Ceylon have
established a joint council for action
and although the Science and Medi-
cal Faculties of the University of
Colombo decided to keep out of
the big front rally on Saturday
October 26, the demonstration was
indicative of the unity in the ranks
of the undergraduates of all four
universities.



TRIBUNE, Nov. 3, 1968

The gist of the student demands
may be summarised in this way:

(1) That student union leaders
expelled during the last strike be
taken back; (2) Punishments impos-
ed on all other students be with-
drawn; (3) Better facilities be pro-
vided to undergraduates to study
English without it being made a
compulsory subject for admission
to the university; (4) Bursaries
granted to students be increased and
obstacles in the way of students ap-
plyin g for and obtaining loans be
removed; (5) Students who had
obtained bank loans be given time
to repay them; (6) All existing posts
of lecturers and professors be filled
forthwith; (7) Bette r educational
facilities be provided; (8) Univer-
sities should be provided with resi-
dential facilities if they do not have
them; (9) The courses in the uni-
versities should be drawn up to suit
the country’s requirements and the
latest teaching methods be adopted;
(10) Undergraduates who have failed
the GAQ examination should not be
expelled; (11) Students should be
given freedom of expression; (12)
A Board of Residents consisting of
lecturers and student representatives
should be formed; (13) The Na-
tional Council of Higher Education
should appoint a committee to dis-
cover foreign spies who are operating
in the university and take action
to prevent such activity, if any.

Student unrest is growing in the
ominous background of the threat
of 50,000 public servants to strike
on November 28th. Eleven trade
unions covering clerical, technical
and postal services, with a member-
ship of 50,000 have unanimously
decided to launch a General Strike
on November 28. A Joint Consula-
tive Committee has been set up to
make all necessary arrangements to
carry out the strike on this date.
This is indeed the first time that public
servants employed in the administra-
tion of the country, along with all
technical officers of the Government
Departments and the whole of the
Postal Services have united them-
selves to launch a strike of this
nature.

The unions have notified the go-
vernment of their intention to strike
and have presented a memorandum,
to the Prime Minister in which they
have put forward two basic demands,
namely: (a) An initial basic
salary of Rs. 120 per month at the
lowest recruitment grade of all
Clerical and allied services in the
Public Sector and a Rs. 40 increase
in the basic salary for the higher
grades; (b) An increase of 25 per
cent basic salary or Rs. 75 per month,
whichever is more, for middlegrade
Technical Officers in the Public
Sector as an interim measure of
relief, (c) Removal of all unjust
victimisation of members for parti-
cipating in legitimate trade union
activities and specially those pu-
nishments imposed as a result of the
8 January, 1966, protest strike.

The memorandum further states
that there has been no increases of
the basic salary of Public Servants.
for the last 14 years although there
were several such increases in the
mercantile and commercial sectors
as a result of awards granted by
Tribunals or agreements arrived at
with employers following concilia-
tion by Government.Both the Ceylon
and People’s Bank, which are Go-
vernment controlled have also made
such salary increases of their em-
ployees. It is also said that the em-
ployees of the Central Bank which
is a Government institution are
paid much higher salaries than both
the public and private sectors.

The memorandum points out
there have been several direct as-
saults on the living conditions of the
people, viz., reduction of the rice
ration to one measure, devaluation
of the Rupee, imposition on the
rupee of FEECs — all of which
“have dealt severe blows and thrown
them into further difficulties and
debt.”

It further charges the Government
with having victimised is member-
ship through the administrators for
participating in trade union acti-
vities. “The Government®, says the
memorandum, “is seeking to bring
the Trade Unions under its heel
through'tht Rarhanathan Committee
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Report™ and it demands that the
Trade Unions be saved from these
unjust and inhuman treatment.

In the face of these demands, the
Government has indicated (vide
Ceylon Daily News, 31/10) that it
would appoint a Salaries Commis-
sion to review all salaries etc, paid
fo government employees. What
impact the appointment of such a
Commission will haye on the unions,
which are gearing fora strike,
is hard to say.

*

COUNTER-PROBE

SERENDIB

NEW YORK, Sept. 26

—Millionaire Munroe Spaght
was yesterday ordered bya
woman Supreme Court judge
to pay 5,000 dollars to his
wife so that she could investi-
gate his extra-marital activi-
ties. Mrs Margaret Mary
Mangan. adjudicating in the
58-year-old Shell Oil Company
president’s divorce procee-
dings against Mrs, Spaght,
announced ner finding after
Mr Spaght accused his wife
of misconduct in London,
Rio De Janeiro, Caracas,
Puerto Rico and Australia,
following an investigation
which his financial resources
enabled him to carry out

“It seems no less than
fair that the defendant wife
should have an opportunity
to  do likewise™, Judge
Mangan said, ordering Mr
Spaght to pay Mrs Spaght
(a young receptionist with
Shell until Mr Spaght married
her) alleged similar misconduct
by her husband in England
and South America.
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Strange

Czch Embassy Protest About Tribune
Article Not Sent To Tribune:

Published Below

THE CZECH EMBASSY IN
COLOMBO has regularly sent us its
bulletins and press releases, but
last week we did not receive one.
We did not receive it evidently
because we were not sent this parti-
cular release, but we are aware
that it was sent to all other newspapers
in Colombo and also other institutions
and personalities.

Why it was not sent to us is a
mystery because if we had received
it we would have published it, either
with our comments or even without
any comment at all. Only one
weekly in Colombo has so far
published this release and we publish
the Czech Embassy statement in

. full as it appeared in the columns of
that weekly,

It will be seen that the local
Czech Embassy protests about certain
" statements in_ an article we had
: published from a special corres-
' pondent in London. Events and
history will show whether our corres-
pondent was correct or whether
the Czech “official’’ denials have
any validity. What we published also
appeared in newspapers in New Delhi
— among other places — and as far as
we are aware the Czech Embassy
in India has not registered a similar
protest. So many conflicting reports
and speculative stories have appeared
about developments in Czechoslovakia
in recent weeks, particularly in the
rightwing bourgeois papers, that
it would have been a futile pastime
for any Embassy to keep denying
what does not please its local incum-
bents.

The rightwing papers in Colombo
have published so many stories about
Czechoslovakia that were obviously

For The

Record

false (and which were proved totally
false subsequently), but the local
Czech Embassy did not think it
necessary to register a protest.

It is also strange that the local
rightwing papers did not publish
this Czech protest about the Tribune
articler They probably did not do so
for a very good reason...they pro-
bably had the same reports about
western bankers® hopes and the
intrigues of Bonn and had thought
that such news was not conducive to
the pro-west oriented campaign they
had launched against the Warsaw
Pact Powers.

Below is the text of the Czech
Embassy release:

“THE EMBASSY OF THE CZE-
CHOSLOVAK SOCIALIST RE-
PUBLIC IN COLOMBO HAS
ISSUED THE FOLLOWING STA-
TEMENT:—

“DISTORTED and slanderous in-
formations of the press do not help
the process of normalization in
Czechoslovakia. The weekly “TRI-
BUNE?” dated 13th October, 1968,
brought on page 13 an article headlin-
ed “Western Banking Circles Had
Planned to Draw Czechoslovakia
Into Capitalist Nerwork™. The
author of it, signed as ‘A Special
Correspondent’ says inter alia:

¢..It has also now come to be
known on the day following the
enlry of Warsaw Pact troops into
Czechoslovakia, representatives of
the West German Government ma-
naged to establish contact with
D%lﬁ zréac}l Eyq\%ggg?ﬁ%l%v&g u %ec?' aqgg ._Mr'
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Ota Sik, Mr. Jiri Hajek, Mr. F.
Vlasak and Mr. S. Gasparik — who
were in Yugoslayia at that time’-

<. ...Plans were made for these
Czech leaders to meet the American
and West Germans to discuss
their future activity in connection
with the confrontation with the
Socialist countries. The question
of funds to finance their activities
was also to be settled at this meet-
ing’.

“After this statement the article
continues:

‘. ...The first remittance to the
Czech leaders was understood to
have been made through the West
German Embassy in Belgrade and
it was out of this amount, that
the expenses of ex-Foreign Minister
Jiri Hajek’s trip to New York
to appear before the UN Security
Council was met.’

“The Embassy has been authorised
to state that these ‘facts’ are complete-
Iy untrue and false and thus slanderous
Of the same nature is the last
paragraph of the same article saying:

¢....It has, also come to be
known, that the statements made
on behalf of the Czech Government
and the National Assembly between
21-23 August were prepared by
a group of persons belonging
to Ceteka news agency and the TV
headed by...... Jiri Pelikan. These
statements were drafted without
consultation with Czechoslovak Go-
vernment officials.’

“The Embassy is authorized
to state that on the contrary these
documents are true official statements
of the Government of the Czecho-
slovak Socialist Republic, and as
such were also released to the press
hy the Embassy.

“The abovementioned article is
one of the examples of distorted
publicity and speculations about the
events in the Czechoslovak Socialist
Republic in the foreign press, which
does not help the course of normali-
zation of which the people of Czecho-
slovakia strive hard these days”.
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Book Review

Tales Of The Wondering Jew

by Geoffrey Wigoder

JEWISH TRAVELLERS, edited
by Elkan Nathan Adler. Hermon
Press, 391, pp. $5.75.

THE LEGEND of the Wandering
Jew is of medieval origin and reflect-
ed the Jewish historical fate. Expell-
ed from their own land, tolerated or
expelled elsewhere according to
passing whims, the Jews by necessity
became the least rooted of peoples.
Apart from mass exoduses im-
posed by expulsions, there grew up a
considerable individual mobility,
sometimes expressed in a wandeilust.
Jews travelled widely for various
reasons, apart from political and
religious pressure.  Theirrole in
commerce, business and finance
often called for long and difficult
journeys.

The scattered nature of the
Diaspora often drew them from

country to country — to collect
funds, to learn about fellow-Jews,
to visit relations — while the

overwhelming magnetism of the
Holy Land brought them forth
from all lands, if not to settle then
at least to make a pilgrimage.

With the Jewish penchant for
committing to writing, it is not
surprising that there grew up a
body of travel literature. In the
medieval period, these travel books
constituted one of the few
secular branches of Jewish literature.
The travellers recorded, in particular,
details of the various Jewish com-
munities with which they came into
contact — their backgrounds, tradi-
tions and legends, as well as general
geographical and, sometimes, his-
torical information. Today accounts
of this nature would be called
Contemporary Jewry — early attem-
pts to describe and analyse the
Jewish Scene.

J. D. EISENSTEIN, the distingui-
shed anthologist, collated many ex-
amples of Jewish travel literature

in his Otzar Massaot (**A collection
of itineraries by Jewish travellers
to Palestine, Syria, Egypt and other
countries”) which appeared in 1926
and ranged from Benjamin of Tudela
to Judith, Lady Montefiore. Four
years later Elkan Adler put off his
English volume (an outcome of his
review of Eisenstein's book in the
“Times Liierary Supplement”).

Although many accounts are
in both the Hebrew and English
works, each contains works not
incorporated in the other. Elkan’s
work, long unavailable has now
been reissued and its reappearance
is most welcome (although the for-
mat — a photographic copy of the
original — is stolid).

As indicated in the sub-title
to Eisenstein’s work, the emphasis
in this literature is on pilgrimages
to Palestine. Most of the travellers
emanated from Western Europe
and so the most frequently described
countries are in the Mediterranean
area — and particularly the Near
East.

THE EARLIEST account in
Adler’s book tells of the Jew Isqac
sent by Charlemagne to the caliph
Haroun al-Rashin at the end of
the 8th century. After several
years of travel, he returned with a
full report — and an elephant sent
by the caliph to the emperor.
Another account describes the Ra-
danites — the 9th century Jewish
merchants who travelled between
southern France and China.

In the same period, there emerges
the fascinating and elusive Eldad
the Danite who seems to have
orlginated from the Guif of Aden
and whose description of the Lost
Ten Tribes in Arabia and Africa
combined fiction with fact but
cannot be totally rejected in view
of corrobatory evidence on many
points.
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The best-known medieval traveller
was, of course, Benjamin of Tudela
(whose important account is abbre-
viated in the Adler edition). He
travelled for about 14 years, noting
details — generally reliable — about
many communities, with attention
to demographic details such as
size of communities, occupations
and commercial developmenis. He
also reports data by hearsay from
countries he did not visit personally.
For many of the travellers quoted
in this book, allowance must be
made for the credulity and lack
of precision which characterized
the period, but — with this reser-
vation — the material is of the
greatest value.

ALTOGETHER nineteen docu-
ments are included in Adler’s book.
The longest excerpt is from David
Reuveni’s diary which takes us
throughout Europe and also to
Arabia and Abyssinia. The latest
is of Hayyim Judah David Azulai
who went from Jerusalem to Western
Europe at the end of the 18th century
and who includes a detailed des-
cription of the Tower of London
as well as of Paris where he was
informed that everything was ex-
pensive except the prostitutes.

The information about the Land
of Isracl is of particular interest,
particularly by comparing the diff-
erent periods. Some of the writers
catalogue the Holy Sites and Graves
that they visited. Others give
lovely details — such as Isaac ben
Joseph ibn Chelo who describes
seven tours all emnanting from
Jerusalem (e.g. to Arad or to
Banias) in a manner worthy of a
modern guide-book.

Now that this volume is again
available, there is room to go a
step further — and produce a
modern, well-illustrated book colla-
ting accounts of visits to the Holy
Land throughout the centuries.
The spade work has been done by
Eisenstein,  Adler, Yaari and
Ish-Shalom, and these could provide
the basis for the y opular and attracti-
ve volume which is needed.

— Jerusalem Post
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Belaunde’s Conflict With US Oil Company Led To

Army Coup In Peru

AT DAWN on October 3 Peruvian
tanks and troops surrounded the
Pizarro Presidential Palace in Lima,
got President Férnando Belaunde
Terry out of bed and hustled him out
of the country to Buenos Aires
abroad a special plane, After that
Lima radio stations broadcast
Decree No. 1. stanting that power
had teen taken over by a military
junta and Parliament had been
dissolved. Decree No. 2 proclaimed
the appointment of General Juan
Velasco Alvarado, commander of the
Pefuvian land forces and leader of
the coup, as President. All the posts
in his new Cabinet, including those
of Minister of Health and Minister
of Education, are held by generals
and admirals.

The new authorities call themselves
a “revolutionary government” and
promise to carry out the reforms
needed by the people. All this has
given Washinglon an opportunity to
pretend that it is waiting to see what
course developments take before
making known its attitude to th:
new government.

Such sidelights add nothing to the
classic pattern of Latin-American
military coups. There have been any
number of them in Bolivia, Argentina
Brazil and other countries in the last
few years and each time the colonels,
generals or marshals called them-
selves “revolutionaries” and promis-
ed “ieforms”. And each time, too,
the White House, waiting for the
dust raised by tanks and infantry
boots to setile, displayed “caution”
in recognizing th: self-appointed
president.

Later it invariably turned cut that
the U.S. Intelligence services played
the leading role in the “pronuncia-
miento” and that the promised
“reforms” merely increaxed the flow
of dollars into U.S. monopolies’

" safes.

BUT THERE IS more¢ to the deve-
lopmenis in Peru than is revealed by

this analogy with recent events in other
Lation American countries.

Belaunde —an architect by profession,
a dreamer by nature and a moderate
bourgeois reformist by his political
views—was never espe ially popular
with Peru's forty oligarchic [ milies
closely tied to Standard Oil of New
Jersey. And it is these forty families
and the U.S. oil barons who make the
political weather in Pera.

Although the reforms Belaunde
announced five years ago were very
far from radical, their approval in
Parliament was blocked by the Oppo-
sition which enjoyed an overwhelm-
ing majority. The Odrista National
Union led by the erstwhile Peruvian
dictator, General Odria, and the
APRA Party led by the renegade
Raul Haya de Torre forced the
weak-willed President to compro-
mise, manoeuvre and abandon Eis
own plans.

The rtesult was chaos.  There
were six-Cabinet resignations and
several devaluations in the years of
the Belaunde administration. Public
discontent mounted. At the end of
August the country was swept by
a transport workers' sirike. The
President retaliated by introducing a
natio -wide state of emergency for
thirty days.

As Belaunde’s prestige steadily
declined the influence of the progres-
sive forces grew. With the general
Jection - ue in 1969, the Peruvian
oligarchs and their US backers be-
came increasingly alarmed as they
watched the President’s inconsistent
policy undermining their position
and icopardizing their interests.

THE IMMEDIATE CAUSE of
Belaunde's overthrow was his conflict
with the International Petroleum
Company, a subsidiary of Standard
0il of New Jersey It started when
Belaunde promised during his elect-
jon campaign that his government
would take over control of the
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International Petroleum Company
which owed Peru more than
§1,000 million in tax arrears. Under
public pressure, he proceeded to
keep his promise.

But although he went about it
timidly, the reactionaries never
forgave him. The United States
is above all anxious to obtain guaran-
tees for North American property
and investments in Latin America,
in Washington’s opinion, set a ‘*bad
example”’. So the coup machinery
was set in moticn.

It is noteworthy that one of the
first acts of the military junta was to
annul the decisions  Belaunde
took two months ago  against
the International Petroleum
Company. After that the
new rulers announced the cancel-
lation of all restrictions on foreign
investments and on remittances of
rrofits abroad. Se much for the
“revolutionary” declarations of the
junta.

Mention should also be made of a
development that affects the whole of
South America and not only Peru.
Ohservers draw attention o the fact
that the army coup in Lima was the
link missing in the ring of junta-ruled
countries surrounding Chile, one of
the few countries in Latin America
with bourgeais-democratic freedoms,
a well-organized working cluss and
infliwential progressive partics.

It is no secret that Washington and
the military (ulers of Argentina and
Bolivia, to whom one can now add
the Peruvian generals, look with
disfavour and apprehension upon
the growth of democratic trends
in Chile. It is also common know-
ledge that these three neighbouring
states had been at war with Chile
in the past and have not renounced
their claims on its territory.

Is the present army coup in Peru
linked with the preceding “‘pronumn-
ciamiento” in Bolivia and Argentina
and the creation of a “cordon
sanitaire” around Chile? One
But
this hypothesis is not without some
logical foundation.
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Lsrael And India

Relations Between Them In Ancient
Times: Tamil Words In Hebrew

Summary of lectures by Prof.
Chaim Rabin of the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem at the
Institute of World Culture, Ban-
galore, and the Bharatiya Vidya
Bhavan, Bombay.

When vou look at a map, you
will see that there is a large distance
between India and Palestine. They
are separated from each other by
the large expanse of Arabia and
the Arabian Sea, 6 hours flying
time even with modern jet planecs.
When people hear for the first time
that there was some conneclion
between ancient Isiael and India.
they laugh: “Such a large distance
— how could there possibly have

been any connection!”™ Tt is only
when we delve into historical
records that we see that such

connections existed, and that, in
fact Palestine and [ndia had close
relations in ancient times in a
variety of fields, especially economic.

THE HISTORY of the Jews
begin. as one can read in the Bible.
with their return to Palestine after
their captivity in Egypt, about
1200 B.C. Centuries before that,
their ancestors, the Patriarchs
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, lived
with their families in Palestine.
Jacob lefl Palestine about 1500 B.C.
for Egypt, because of a famine
(as the story is told in the Bible
and also in the Koran) and settled
down in Egypt. Only in Egypt the
Jews grew into a large nation out
of a small family of 70 people.
After 1200 B.C. the Jews conquered
large parts of Palestine and settled
there. They had a very brilliant
history .in Palestine, exlending
from 1200 B.C. until the year 70 A.D.
with a short interruption of 70 years
when part of the people were exiled

(to Babylonia (587-520). Thus.
Jor some 1300 years, Palestine was
the home of the Jewish people, and
only from 70 A.D. onwards were the

by Prof. Chaim Rabin

Jews driven out of Palestine and
spread over many countries of the
world,  wuntil the end of the 19th
century,  since when many Jews
have returned to Palestine, created
towns. villages, and  agricultural
communes, revived their language,
and 1 the end, in 1948, established
the State of Israel.

But the history of the connections
between India and Palestine begins
well before 1200 B.C. I want to
say o few words about the earliest
period because it does concern us as
well. The oldest information we
we have about connections between
Western Asia. i.e. Palestine, Syria,
and Irag, on the one hand and bet-
ween India on the other, goes back
to 300 years before the Christian
era. In the period about 2500 B.C.,
until sometime after 2000 B.C.,
we know about an extensive trade
that was carried on between what
is today Irag (Babyloniay and a
country that goes under the name
of Melukhkha. We have many
business decuments reporting all
kinds of transactions between mer-
chants of Babylonia and other
ancient lands, and this country,
Melukhkha. It has now been
proved conclusively that this Melkh-
keha was no other than the country of
Harappa and Mohenjodaro — the
Indus civilization, which extended
from the North-West Frontier right
down into the neighbourhood of
Bombay.

No doubt not only trade went

from one place to another, but
probably also culture. We know
that art went across, because in

Trag we have found seals produced
in India, with pictures of Indian
animals and the typical script,
still undeciphered. Many scholars
believe that the people of the Indus
Qipiftica on\perd DA Pidigas on-If we
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could read the writing, we could
tell. But there can be no doubt that
many Indians living today are descen-
dents of the citizens of that wonderful
civilization.

THIS TRADE stopped around
2000, because at that time the Indus
civilization ceased: the great cities
of Mohenjodaro and Harappa were
destroyed, we do not know by
whom. It may have had something
to do with the coming of the Aryans,
but it is still a matter of scientific
controversy whether the Aryvans
found these cities already destroyed,
or whether they are mentioned in
the Vedas.

When the Arvans, around 2000
B.C., came to India and established
themselves, they created a new
type of civilization, which from the
spiritual point of view was a great
one, but its material achievements
were mainly in the field of husbandry.
At the time of the Vedas wdustry
and the arts of living were represent-
ed mainly by the original inhabitants
of India, while the Aryans were the
agriculturists and concentrated on
religious and spiritual developments.

Only later North India became
once more a country of industry
and trade. At the same time Drayi-
dians, in what is today Tanil Nad
and Kerala, traded across the seas,
both with the east (for instance
Java, South China, Siam, and as

far as the Philippines) and with the

West. But before we come to this,
1 want to mention another episode.

The Aryans who came to India
probably went across southern Eu-
rope and the boundary land between
Europe and Asia, and entered India
across the Hindukush. But a small
group of these Aryans seems to have
separated themselves from the main
body and to have reached Western
Asia. From 2000 until down to
1300, we find in the documents of
Western Asia a' certain number of
people with unmistakably Sanskrit

names, names that were also
used by the people of India. We
know that these people like the

Indian Aryans, were great warriors.
They introduced war chariots both
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into India and Western Asia. They
introduced the training of horses
into Western A<ia. We have an
interesting treatise in the Hittite
language on how to train horses,
which contains a number of Sanskrit
terms. such as ekavarrana “‘one
turn round the race course™.

These Aryans allied themselves
with a non-Aryan race called the
Hurrians. Together with them
they founded the empire of Miranni,
which lasted for 300 years, and only
came {0 an end about 1250, scarcely
two generations before the Israelites
came back from Egypt and began
their conquest of Palestine. All
the rulers of AMitanni had Aryan
names. Through their names,
we can also establish that Aryans
feunded small kingdoms in various
parts of Syria and Palestine. Althou-
gh so far not a single document in
this  Aryan language has been
found in Western Asia, it stands
to reason that those warriors had a
culture and religion wvery similar
to that of the Aryans who came to
India, and thai the local population,
as in India, gradvally took over
some features of Aryan thought
and manner of life.

SOME such Aryan warriors, who
remained in the country alter the
main period of Aryan power had
ceased, may be even mentioned
in the Bible. Thus, about 1100
B.C., the Israelites fought victorious-
ly against a group of rulers including
one Sisera, depicted as a great
warrior and probably as a leader of
chariot troops. This name has
never been satisfactorily explained:
it may well be Sisirah (‘coolness’),
4 name borne by some persons in
early Sanskrit literature. Even
as late as the cighth century, we
find at the roval court of Jerusalem
a high official of non-Israelite origin,

Shebne, who according to the
Greek translation, Shubna, who
possessed fine chariots: his name

is perhaps Sanskrit Subhanu or
Subandhu, the latter name having
been that of an important ruler in
South Palestine in the 14th century
{but it is equally possible that the
name is Semiie, and abbreviated

from Shubnayahu, found on seals
of that period.)

The activities of the Aryan
in Western Asia thus lasted until
and beyond the time when the
Jews established their state in
Palestine. Indeed, the connection
may even be more intimate than
this. Almost those towns which
were ruled by Arpan aristocrats,
by so-called Maryannu (the Hurrian
from the Sanskrit marya, meaning
“young men”), there was also
Urusalim, the present Jerusalem.
It is probable that during part of
the time that the Israelites were in
Egypt, the city was in the hands
of a group of Aryan warriors.

More than that, the Temple of
Solomon (today the Sanctuary of the
Moslems, with the Omar Mosque
and the Masjid al-Agsa) stood on
a spot bought by King David, the
father of Solomon, from a man
wko in the Bible is called Arguna.
It is probable that the name of this
man was none other than Varuna, i.e.
it was an Indian name. The ancient
Indian God Varuna is mentioned
in West-Asian documents. It is
even possible that Aryan sanctuary
stood on this spot before it was sold
to King David, and the Temple of
Solomon built on it. By then the
Aryans, diminished in numbers, had
been absorbed by the local population.

Until the present day, the Hebrew
language contains about 10 or 12
words which go back to Aryan
origin. One example: the scabbard
into which a sword is placed is
called in Hebrew Nedan, Sanskrit
Nidhana. The modern word for
arms is Neshek, Sanskrit Nishanga
“the arms one wears tied to one's
body”. Hebrew rikma ‘embroidery’
seems to represent Sanskrit rukma
“gold” and *golden sequins™’, which
were sewn on to clothing. We still
use the word adir “mighty, great”,
which may be nothing but Sanskrit
adrita “honourable™ perhaps the
name by which these Aryans referred
to themselves.

THUS the most ancient connection
of the people of Palestine with
India’ came " in°an dndireci®wdy) by
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an Aryan group of the same stock
as those who came to India, that
somehow reached Palestine. When
the Israelites entered the country,
they adopted from the local popu-
lation these words, and so preserved
a number of Sanskrit words in their
language from the most ancient
times.

I said that the irade between
West Asia and India has stopped
round about 2000 with the cessation
of the Indus civilization. For a long
time, for about 1000 years, we
hear nothing of trade connections
with India. We read in the documents
nothing about typical Indian produ-
cts. We should not wonder about
this.  Probably through the dis-
appearance of the ships of Indus
civilization merchants from the
Persian Gulf, those waters became
infested by pirates drawn from the
impoveérished populations on its
shore. As late as the 4th century
B.C., the fleet of Alexander the Great
found it extremely difficult and
perilous to sail from the mouth
of the Indus to the shores of Baby-
lonia. Moreover, Aryan India
was at first a mainly agricultural
community. TIndian scholars have
been discussing the question whether
at the time of the Rig Veda there
was any overseas trade. 1 think
they have found that the ocean is
referred to, but there is nothing
about ships on the sea. On the other
hand, in the same period Babylonia
was invaded and ruled by Semi ic
tribes from the West: the most
famous amongst those rulers being
Hammurabi.  Politically and eco-
nomically, Babylonia began at that
time to turn westwards, and conti-
nued to do so throughout its
subsequent history.

But after the year 1000, i.e.
in the time when the Israelite
kingdom was established, and most
specifically, in the time of King
Solomon who built the Temple and
who ruled about 950 B.C., we
begin to hear again about Indian
products appearing in the markets
of Western Asia. In fact,
Solomon himself may well have
traded with India. In the Bible,
in the First Book of Kings (10:22)
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we find the following account of
Solomon's joint enterprises with
the Phoenicians: “The King has at
sea Tarshish ships with the ships
of Hiram (King of Phoenicia);
once in three years came the Tarshish
ships, bringing gold and silver,
ivory, and monkeys and peacocks”.

Ivory and monkeys you could get
from East Afiica, but there is only
one country in the world where you
could at rthat time get peacocks,
and that is South India, which is
the home of the peacock. Therefore
if ir is correct that he brought pea-
cocks, his ship must have touched
South India,

The word for “peacock™ which is
used in the text is in Hebrew tukki,
and it resembles the Tamil word
tokai, also found in other Dravidian
languages. Therefore, even the
the ,word seems to have been
taken from the people who sold the
peacocks to him. Why should
Solomon want to buy peacocks?
In one of the Buddhist stories
of the Jatakas, people went
to  Babylonia  (Beveru) and
sold there first a crow and on their
next journey a peacock. Apparently,
people were wealthy enough to
buy exolic animals, as did the
Romans later.

SOLOMON’S expedition was in
the 10th century B.C. After that,
the Kingdom of Judea came to be an
active participant in the trade with
India. Trade with India was gene-
rally carried out in the following
way; Ships came from India to the

south end of Arabia, because
you can come across with the
monsoon.  On the other hand,

it was very hard to sail up to the
Red Sea, because of the adverse
wind and also because of the
pirates. Goods were therefore
brought overland by camel caravans
from South Arabia. One of the
points where they touched civili-
zation was Judaea. The Judaean
kingdom was one of the mediators
in the trade that came from India.

We know that they traded in rice,
which of course came from India.
In Hebrew there are two words

for “rice’, both of South-indian
origin. One is orez, from Tamil
arici. It is true that in Hebrew
sources this word occurs after the
Bible, but it must go back to at
least the 4th century B.C., as by
then it begins to appear in Greek
as oryza. It is often claimed that
Greek oryza is derived from an
older form of Sanskrit wirhi, when
it still sounded something like
vrizhi, but this is quite unlikely,
as such a form would have been
used only before the Aryans entered
India, when they still formed one
people with the later Persians : at
that period they would hardly
have known of rice.

The other word is attested only
in Ezekiel 27:17 (7th century), and
was properly understood only by
the Syriac Peshitta translators. Tt
is munnit, from Tamil wnti, pro-
nounced winti, and with m for w
according to Babylonian fashion
(Ezekiel lived in Babylonia). Until
today rice is called rimman in Iraq,
the same word with metathesis.

Hebrew texts also mention other
aromatic substances by their Indian
names, such as eagle-wood (Tamil
akil, Sanskrit agure), Curcuma, and
especially Nard or Spikenard (Sans-
krit nalada). Possibly the Hebrew
sources also mention cotton, in the
form burz, which is a material
from which expensive clothes were
made, and with is usually translated
“fine linen”, but may be Sanskrit
picy, Tamil panci “cotton”. We
learn from Assyrian sources that
one of their kings in the 8th century
planted in his park “irees bearing
wool like sheep™, which he had
“shorn” and from the wool of
which he made clothes, i.e. Indian
cotton trees. There was, however,
an important difference between
the 9th-5th centuries, when the
Indian trade was at its height.
At the time of Solomon, when
it has just begun. Solomon, in
conjuction with the Phoenicians,
ran ships down the Red Sea, and
perhaps all the way to South
Indian ports. This was not done
afterwards, until in the first century
B.C. the admiral Hippalus of the
navy of the Ptolemaic kings of

“discovered”™ the monsoon

Egypt
winds.

The ships from India went only
as [ar as the ports ol South Arabia,
where a high civilization developed
among the Sabacans, Minaeans,
Qatabanians, and other nations
inhabiting what is now the Republic
of South Arabia and the north
castern parts of the Republic of
Yemen. From there the caravans
went out on their long trek along
the west coast of the Arabian
Peninsula.  Both Minaeans and
Sabaeans established colonies in
North-West Arabia, almost touching
the southern boundaries ot Palestine .
The Jews of Palestine functioned as
intermediaries, buying from the
South-Arabians, and szlling to the
Phoenicians, Greeks, and other
nations north and west of them.
Hence their contacts with India
were mainly of an indirect nature,
except during thz brief period of
Solomon’s reign. and as th:y reczived
the goods through South - Arabian
hands, so they rezzived the Indian
words largely through Sou:h-Arabian
mouths.

We can prove this in on: more
case at least: the word orez “rice”
which we mentionzd before, is to the
present day pronouncad in South
Arabia something like irez, thus
in a form much more similar to
Tamil arici; it thus took its changed
form somehow while wandering
northwards. Similarly wes find in an
ancient South-Arabian inscription,
put up by a merchant wvisiting
Egypt, the form bautz for “cotton™
which resembles Tamil panci, still
a little more than the Hebrew
butz or Greek byssos, If south
Arabian inscriptions were a little
more concerned with trade and
less with war ahd buildiags, we
would probably find in them more
of the Indian words w2 can trace
in Hebrew.

IT IS EVEN no! certain whether
the Jews of Palzstine before 587
knew that the goods thzy brought
came from India. The South
Arabians were most sezretive about
the origin of their gyods. Thus they
managed during the entire ancient
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period to keep secret the place
from which einsamon came, and
pretended it was found by them
in birds’ nests on high mountains
in Arabia; of course the home of
cinnamon is Ceylon and the Malabar
coast. May be the South-Arabians
did not want to repeat the experience
of Solomon’s expeditions, cutting
them out of their trade, and to
send the Queen of Sheba to charm a
new king into a commercial treaty
(Kings 10:1-10). The name of
India is not mentioned in the Bible,
except for the late Book of Esther,
where it appears in a Persian
from (Hoddy for Old Persian Hindu).

Nevertheless we must not exclude
the possibility of cultural influence.
Travelling to India with the monsoon
winds was not the same as sailing
to other countries: it was not
possible to return at once after
having completed buying and loading
but one had to wait for months
for the monsoon to change direction,
and thus the merchants willy-nilly
became temporary residents of In-
dian ports and established some
contacts with their hosts. Thus
they learnt how to use substance
like Eagle-wood for perfuming their
hair and clothes with its fragrant
smoke (as mentioned threz times
in the Bible), or how the cotton
was harvested from the cotton trecs.
Perhaps they also were invited to
hear the poelry of the bards recited,
and brought home new ideas of
literature.

It may thus not be purely accidental
that the relation between lovers as
depicted in the Song of Songs res-
embles somewhat that which charac-
terizes the Tamil Sangam poetry,
beth - being  quite unlike what we
find in other ancient literatures,
just as it majv ‘be an echo of the
Sangam poetry that we find in
early Arabic poetry (from the 5th
century A.D. onwards) such pre-
occupation with love and the woes
of lovers parted. It has been claimed
by some scholars that the introduction
of the theme of faithful and painful
love into European poetry in the

Middle Ages was due to the influence
of Arab poetry in Spain.

THE DESCRIPTION we have
given to trade with South India
in the 10th to 6th centuries B.C.
raises an interesting point of some
importance for the history of India.
Atrchaeologists and anthropologists
have in recent years generally been
of the opinion that the Dravidians
only came to South India with the
advent of the Iron Age, after 500 B.C.
— some even date it as late as
300 B.C. If our reconstruction is
right, or rather if we take the
Bible seriously when it gives us in

texts preceding the 6th century B.C. -

Tamil names for Indian goods,
then the conclusion is that Tamil
speakers must have occupied those
southern sea-ports before 500; and
if we accept the story about Solo-
mon’s peacocks as true, then
Tamils were there about 950 B.C.

After the Persian conquest of
Babylonia in 539 and the re-cstab-

lishment of a Jewish community in

Palestine under King Cyrus, a new
link with India was opened. Parts
of north-western India belonged
to the Persian Empire. This contact
was thus with Aryan populations,
and we can note in the latest books
of the Bible, written during the
Persian period and after, Aryan
(Sanskrit or Prakrit) words coming
into use in Palestine. The old
Hebrew name for carmesine-dyed
stuff fell out of use, and the colour
was now called karmil, from
Buddhist Sanskrit krimilika (Hindi
krimija); cotton came to be known
under the name karpas, from
Sanskrit karpasa (Hindi kapas).

Towards the end of the period
we are dealing with i.e. towards
the end of the independent Jewish
State in Palestine, trade with
India was taken up on a large scale
by Greeks and Romans.

Alexander the Great conguered
Asia, in the vear 333, when he
Brgtionsd, the Derslan-Empiee;,, The
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Greeks took over the Indian trade
of the South Arabians, and began
to trade directly with India, and
after this, when the Greeks were
conquered by the Romans, the
Romans took up the trade with
India. Trade with India became an
important affair. The Roman author
Pliny complained abort 70 A.D.
that trade with India ruined the
Romans. Every year, millions were
spent on importing goods from
India, “but—he adds—"what, can
we do 7 Our wives want them®.

They bought silks, cotton, condi-
ments, and especially one condiment,
pepper, which only grew at that
time in South India. So much
pepper was bought that it got the
name Yeavana-Priva “the substince
beloved by the Greeks and Romans™
They built specially large ships,
so they could fill them with pepper
Their food must have tasted as
hot as the South Indian food !
The Greek and Roman merchants
also had to stay for a certain fime
in India and we hear, for instance,
of the beautiful houses the Yavana
built at Puhar. in the Silappadik-
faram. The ancient Dravidian
Kings even had Yavana guards.
Gireck mercenaries were much sought
after also in the West.

In this period, no doubt, Jews
snd other non-Greeks took a very
important part in the trade. India
has just been celebrating the 2000
years which passed since Jews first
settled in Cochin, as part of this
movement of traders.

ONCE MORE the commercial
relations resulted in the penctration
of Indian words into Hebrew, into
the Aramic language spoken by
the Jews and into some other
languages of Western Asia, includ-
ing again Greek. On the festival
of Tabernacles. Jews take to the
synagogue a special kind of citron,
called Ethrog since early posi-
Bibilical times: this via Persian
furung is derived from Sanskrit
matiduniga., Other words that the
Jews adopted at this time are
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zangwil ‘ginger”, from Tamil inci-
ver, ea rlier zinic-ver, Sanskrit sringa-
vera; margalit “‘pearl” from Sans-

krit manjari, or perhaps from
Tamil mancali *a small unit of
weight”. These two words so

passed into Greek as zigibeir and
margarite. A remarkable borrowing
15 farved “‘stirring spoon, ladel™,
from Telugu rreddu.

The harbours where western traders

came were Muciri (Cranganore)
in the west, and in the East the
town called in Grzek Poduke,

probably nothing but a Greek
pronunciation of the word Puducceri
(Pondicherry). In fact, near Pondi-
cherry, at a harbour called Arika-
medu, there were found Roman
coins, and a huge hoard of Roman
jars freshly imporied. There must
have been a big trade going on
in these products. The Jews,
in the last period of their indepen-
dence, took part in it, and went on
after they ceased to be independent.
In fact, they continued even afier
the Western Roman Empire ceased
to exist in the 6th century, and
Europe became a country of lower
culture when the Middle Ages
began and barbarianism heralded
the “Dark Age.” In that general

decline, the Jews, scattered all
over Europe, held an important
position. They were orientals, who

carried with them the higher culture
of their Eastern homeland, and did
not take part in the barbarization.
Jews were 1007/ literate at a time
when even kings could not read and
write.

In the 7th and 8th century,
we have records preserved of a
Jewish family called the Radanites
who carried on trade from Germany
and France, across Ttaly, Palestine,
Egypt and down the Red Sea to
India. They imporied to Europe
pepper, silk, Indian condiments,
spices, perfumes etc. The Radanites
thus were early international traders.

Until the 12th century we know
Jews played an important role,
especially in the trade between

Egypt and South India. Af a time
when Jews were excluded from
many economic activities, people
could not do without them in the
trade with India.

One important contribution which
India made to the culture of Jews
is the perfection of their system
of writing, The ancient Indian
seripts  were  similar  to  Semit’e,
and it is generally believed that
they were taken over from Semi ic
system of writing. Probably it was
the Phoenician or South-Arabian
traders who brought the alphabet
to India.

However, there is a very important
difference between Semitic and In-
dian writing. In older Semitic
writing, consonants alone are to be
found, and no vowels are indicated.
This is a shortcoming in the writing
of the Semites which they did not
succeed in overcoming by themselves,
The Greeks solved it by using some
Semitic consonants to indicate
vowels.

THE INDIANS, on the other
hand. invented special letters for
the vowels, and originated the
idea of two written forms for each
vowel, one at the beginning, and
one for the middle of the word,
which is attached to the consonant,
as in modern Indian wrtitings.
This happened in India quite early.
In about 300 A.D. we find in
Ethiopia, a country also influenced
by India in other respects, the
same system of adding vowels as
little circles and strokes to the
consonant letters, as the Ethiopians
do till today. They were the first
Semitic people to turn consonant
writing into a system expressing
both vowels and consonants. They
must have learnt this from India,
as it also proved by the fact that
they recite the vowels in approxi-
mately the same order as is customa-
ry in Sanskrit ((a, u, i, @, e,viram, o).
From Ethiopia, this idea came to
the Arabs., In the early Koran
manuscript a, #, and i were expressed
by big red dots placed above the
line, on the line, and below it.
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Only later, the system of indicat-
ing vowels was introduced as used
in Arabic, Persian and Urdu today.
Apparently inspired by the older
Arabic system, which was originally
Indian, as we have seen, the Jews
in the 7th and 8th centuries adopted
their own methods by dots and
lines put above and below the
consonants. This idea of indicating
vowels is important. It had helped
preserve the language. If this was
originally brought from India, it
is one import for which we have
to be grateful to India. When we

print books, we dispense with
the vowels. But in prayer books
for children and poetry, we keep
the vowels. Thus, India has in-

directly helped to keep the gram-
matical tradition and correct dro-
nunciation of Hebrew alive during
the many centuries it was not spoke n.

We have to thank the Indians
for many other things. There is
no doubt that ideas of Indian
religion reached Western Asia and
exercised a very deep influence
on the religious ideas of the West.
Some people believe early Christiani-
ty was influenced by Indian thought.
Jewish mysticism was deeply in-
fluenced by ideas of Indian mysti-
ciam. We have theosophic at
mysticism in which certain Indian
ideas can be traced. The contact
in this case probably was through
the Arabs.

The Panchatantara collection of
stories was taken over by most
western peoples, and we have a
Hebrew version of it made from an
Arabic text which in turn was
probably based on a Persian one.
Also another book was taken over
in Hebrew literature in the Middle
Ages. There is a very interesting
11th-century book called “The Prince
and the Beggar” which became
most popular among Jews as a
treatise on ethics. It was proved
recently that this is nothing but a
version of one of the books on the
life of the Buddha, which somehow
go into Western Asia and ‘was
adapted into Hebrew.

In summing up, we may say that
the contacts hetween India and
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distant Palestine have often been
close and fruitful. These contacts
have no doubt helped both peoples
to advance. They have been useful
in the spiritual and economic sense
and we can only express the hope
that also in the future our respective
cultures will be able to fertilize each
other, as they have so frequently
done in the past.

HOW SIBERIANS LEARN
ENGLISH

A new method of learning
foreign languages called the
method of “complete submer-
sion” is being used lately in
several counlries. For a
period of 10-15 days the
student is completely isolated
from his native tongue. Re-
placing one another, teachers
converse with him only in the
foreign language, and the
student has the sensation of
being submierged in an ocean
of foreign words and express-
ions. The results are amazing:
within a short period of time
the student masters such an
amount of material that would
have ordinarily taken him
several years.

The “Interling” laboratory
founded at the Novosibirsk
science city has already con-
ducted several sessions of tea-
ching English by the complete
submersion method. Tt has
now been decided to conduct a
new original experiment. It
has now been decided to
conduct a new original ex-
periment. As many as 50
staff’ members of Siberian
research institutes and of the
“Sibelmash™ plant have left
on board the ship for a cruise
along the river Ob. For ten
days they will live in an
“English atmosphere” - even
the service personal consists
of language students. Lessons
will be conducted by twelve
‘experienced teachers.

Scapegoal

TRIBUNE, Nov. 3, 1968

Bonn—CIA Subversion Chief
Shoots Himself After Failure In

Czech Adventure

by Kunhanandan Nair
( BLITZ Correspondent in Europe )

Berlin

A sensational news item was flas-
hed on the teleprinter: * Deputy
Chief of West German Intelligence
Agency, Li-Gen. Horst Wendtlandt

has committed suicide”.

He locked himself in his head-
quarters, at Pullach, near Munich,
and shot himself on October 9.
Bonn, in panic, first delayed
the announcement of his death
for 24 hours. West German sources
would simply say: “Li-Gen. Wendi-
landt was suffering from an incurable
depressive illness”. His body was
not even handed over to the Munich
police to register a suicide case.
Why all this nervousness and
hush-hush about a simple suicide?

Blitz's intelligence in Bonn has
the story. The 56-year-old, robust,
brutish and healthy-looking Wen-
dtlandt, a former General Staff
Colonel of the Nazi Wehrmacht,
was responsible for personnel, train-
ing and financial questions of the
West German Intelligence agency
known as “Bundesnachristendienst®’
(BND).

A few months ago, he was
put in full charge of infiltration,
subversion and soltening up in
East European Socialist countries.
Under the pseudonym **Qbermaier”
he lived in a large villa near Munich.
He had another villa near Bonn.
His headquarters was situated in a
sealed off area in Pullach. He had a
huge staff, secret telephone lines,
and squadrons of helicopters, planes

and motorcars. He often held
secret talks with Chancellor Kie-
singer.
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA had high
priority on his list of operations,
and red arrows marked the strategic
posts his men were to occupy in Cze-
choslovakia. Most of his subordi-
nates had worked for Hitler's
intelligence like himself. The former
chief of the BND, General Reinhard
Gehlen, was a Nazi master spy
decorated by Hitler. Gehlen was
the kingpin in the CIA-BND clique.
The present chief of BND is the
retired General Gerhard Wessel,
also a former Nazi intelligence
officer.

After the defeat of the counter-
revolution in Czechoslovakka, BND
chief Wessel had reproached his
deputy for a mumber of intelligence
disasters, leakages, inefficiency and
premature blowing off af high prio-
rity secrel operations in Prague.
The situation in the BND for the
last one month was worse than the
situation in the CIA after the defear
of the Bay of Pigs invasion in Cuba.
The only difference was that
Kennedy sacked Alan Dulles for
the disaster.  Here, Wendtlandt
killed himself after being rebuked
by his chief. Lt-Gen. Wendtland
was operaling some 8,000 West
German agents in Czechoslovakia.
A secret intelligence report, now in
the hands of ‘a Socialist State, said:
“Every CIA operator in the USA
and West Germany who spoke
Czech or German, especially those
with a liberal Socialist or Communist
background, has left for Prague
during July and August®”.

ON SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS
from Wendtlandt, the Deputy
Commander of the 12th Tank
Division of West Germany, Col.
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Fechner, who was stationed near
the Czech border, travelled to
Prague several times in those fateful
weeks. Col. Fechner had a special
intelligence assignment and travelled
under the cover name and false
passport  of “Auwten Speck”, a
journalist. He was a key figure
in fixing the timing of the armed
action in Prague.

The dismissed Czech  Minister
of Interior, General Pavel, was
told of this major subversive element
by intelligence of a fraternal state:
but he reported: ‘not true” to
the Czech Cabinet. Now, the
whole story is proved true.

This was leak No. 1, for which
Wendtlandt became a scapegoat.
The arms seized from the basement
of the Press Club, in Prague, on
August 21 and USA dollars and
West German marks and some
papers now in the possession of the
Seviels, show that they were brought
by the West German BND agenis.
first by helicopters and then moved
on to Prague by trick.

Powerful mobile, radio broad-
casting stations, made in West
Germany, never bought by the
Czechoslovakian Government, were
supplied by Wendtlandt agents.
It was on the advice of Wendt-
landt that the *“Black Lien” mili-
tary manoeuvres, (in which 16,000
troops, 1.600 tanks and 200 air-
crafts: took part), was fixed on
the Czech border and twice posi-
poned. He reported that the
“situation will ripen in Czochoslo-
vakia by September” and the “black
lions”” will spring as a rear cover
to back the counter-revolution in
Czechoslovakia.

The socialist armed intervention,
on August 21, underscored his
calculations and, hence, Bonn
hurriedly shifted the venue of the
“Black Lion” exercises from the
Czech border to North Bavaria.
Lt-Gen. Wendtlandt was directly

responsible to Chancellor Kiesinger,
who alone knew all about BND
in the Bonn Cabinet.

Kiesinger and Gen. Wessel made
him the scapegoat of the European
Bay of Pigs. This is the full story
of the “incurable depressive illness”
of Wendrlandy.

Hongkong—2
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The fiasco of the counter-revo
lution in Czechoslovakia is a bad
omen for Bonn Intelligence. The
suicide of Wendtlandt is the direct

consequences of the shifting of
blame inside the West German
CIA.

BLITZ

British Colony By China’s

Consent: Sweated Labour, Bloated
Profits—Rich Man’s Paradise

by P. Unnikrishnan
( Patriot, New Delhi)

IF the Hongkong administration
15 sensitive and responsive to Mao's
moods, it has good reason for being
so. It is acutely conscious that
Hongkong (total area of colony 397
square miles, pop: 4 million)
will remain a a British colony only
as long as China wants it as such.

I have seen Hongkong's security
forces going through the motions
of self-defence exercises But they
are for maintenance of physical
fitness and morale. If there is a
thireat from across the artificial
border nothing can check it. The
security forces know this as does
the administration. No more than
a telephone call from Peking is
reguired to get the colonial authority
vacated from Hongkong.

The experience of last year's
riots in Hongkong has only forti-
lied this conviction. The riots
were an overflow of the Cultural
Revolution. Frightened businessmen
flew out cvernight shifting their
liquid assets to Swiss banks,
(Incidentally, businessmen prefer to
keep their assels in easily (rans-
ferable forms and no investments
are undertaken which do not return
the capital within two or three
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The administration was thrown
into confusion. Within a matter of
days it reached the point of collapse.
The Governor had decided to give
up but at the last minute suddenly
and inexplicably the *““cultural®® acti-
vities were called off.

APPARENTLY, Moaists knew
the administration was packing up
and they did not want it to do
so. They decided to keep the
British and threw cultural revolutio-
nists to the wolves. Factories
dismissed workers wholesale and
took ‘blacklegs’ in their place.
To this day, those who got the
sack have not got their iobs back.
They are supposed to be living on
doles given out by left-wing unions.

This singular inability of trade
unions to stand up for those who
became martyrs in the cause of
Mao’s thoughts is explained in
two sharply contradictory ways:
One explanation is the obvious
one, namely the absence of unity
of political purpose and action
among the Chinese woiking class
groups which, with 4 handful
of Chinese businessmen, make
up 989, of the population.

The other is a more reasonable
of subtle explanation. the iron
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discipline and unity of Chinese
workmen when it comes to carrying
out Peking's dictates.

Hongkong does not lay claims
to cultural life. No one is attached
to Hongkong as one is lo one’s
home: there are thus no Hong-
kongites or Hongkongese. The
feeling there is like in a transit
lounge. Everyone wants to make
money by means fair or foul and
regardless of race or colour.

The big noises in Hongkong
business are all those who made
money in the opium trade. They
are not ashamed of their past any
more than they are modest about
the power they enjoy today. The
class division is sharp as seen in
the contrast between the posh
while skyscrapers which house
the rich and the hundreds and
thousands of tin shacks that dis-

colour the otherwise green grey
hillsides.
THE RICH are the blessed

for the laws are weighted ir their
favour. There are inevitably no
labour laws because the attraction
of Hongkong's as the quickest
producer of profit is owing to its
sweated labour. Workmen can
be hired as easily as they can
be fired at will.

There is rot a single theatre,
opera house or orchestra worth
description in the whole of Hong-
kong, Kowloon and the “.ew
territories”.  One has to comb the
place for bookshors and the pricing
of books is an eye-opener. An
average 300-page hard-cover book
on any subject costs about fifty
Hongkong dollars which is the
value of a dozen high-quality nylon
shirts.

There is no quick money in book
trade and so businessmen are not
interested. The authorities are
dfraid of consequences of widespread
interest in books and so they charge

duty on their import. The residents
really cannot afford to buy and
read books at the rates at which they
are sold.

INDIANS are well represented
among the wealthiest; there is
one businessman who has built
a house with marble miced in
Italy. He is believed to have gone
round the world in a chartered
plane Jooking for a suitable stone.
to decorate the facade of his mansion
But for all this, India’s interests
in Hongkong are at a discount.

The entire blame cannot be
laid en the businessmen whose
loyalty to an/ country, including
their own, is profit-oriented. The
Government of India and its trading
organisations like the State Trading
Corporation cannot shirk part of the
responsibility.  They have failed
to use, even explore, Honckong's
potentialities as a clearing house
for Indian manufacturers.

India’s trade through Hongkong
is insignificant. An 1 dia sales-
cum- showroom Iis an attractive
proposition that the Indian Mission
in Hongkong has made. In the
hands of individual businessmen,
not merely the business interesis
but even the image of India, suffer.
.There are heaps of complaints
about delay in supplies and disparity
between samples and goods supplied.

THEREFORE, Government
initiative will be in the national
interest. The setting up of an

active organisation for trade will
be the least the Government could
do to justify its mission there which
is otherwise an anachronism among
the professional China-watching ‘dip-

lomatic’ establishments in Hong-
kong.
There is, of course, the tisk

of Indian goods being smugaled
into China. But then with Govern-

mentednyolicansnin thessavilh be a
ehdekawm theakindhafn goods that
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may get in. When the United
States has no qualms about carrying
on trade in items ranging from heavy
machinery, electronics and shirts
to shoe-polish and fruits, Indian
fears are groundless. In anycase,
Hongkong is not the shopping
centre for China. It is an outlet
for China yielding money and a
point of useful, *‘secret” contacts.

How long China will keep the
British on its soil is a matter of
speculation. Estimates range from
five to thirty ycars the time when
lease on the ceded areas like Kowloon

:nd the “new territories” which
make the island of Hongkong
viable lapses. The British  will

remain in Hongkong as long as
China has use for Hongkong as a
colony.

LURING THEM TO DOOM
London

A non-stop orgy at a 14th
century English country chur-
ch is delighting the vicar.
Sex-crazed beetles tumbling
to their doom from the rafters
is a novel method of insect
control. The reverend Hugh
Cartwright, Vicar of Dalham,
50 miles northeast of here, was
at his wit’s end as the beetle
gnawed steadily through the
woodwork. Then 56-year-old
entomologist Dr. Harry Hurst
discovered that the beetles
became stimulated by recordi-
ngs of their own mating sounds,
a rapid series of tapping noises.
He recorded the sound and
played it back into the church
through loudspeakers. The
beetles cannot resist the call
of nature, and keep tapping
their heads on the rafters until
they knock themselves out and
fall to the floor.
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Trends In Tanzania

Nyerere Seeks A New Society:
China’s Positive Role

by Anirudha Gupta

Tanzanla was in the news re-
cently when agencies reported
that it had banned the publi-
cations of one of iis biggest
newspaper groups, This article
provides  background  unders -
tanding of recent developments
in that country.

AT the opening ceremony of
the Chinese Friendhip Textile mill
in Tanzania a crowd of over 600
guests watched the procecedings
with quiet apprehension. The mill
was constructed by the Chinese
two months ahead of schedule
and it was claimed (hat it would
produce 90 million sq. yards of
cloth every year.

This would go a long way to
make Tanzania self-sufficient in
textiles, but this was not what
the crowd was apprehznsive about.
It wondered what diplomatic use
would the Chinese make of it
Would they claim the mill to be
another product of Mao Tse-tung's
thoughts and exhort the Tanzanians
to learn them by rote? What would
be its propaganda value Surd-
prisingly, the Chinese Charge
d’Affaires, Mr. Po Ping, avoided
any reference to Mao's thoughts.
Instead, he underlined the value
of self-reliance for the progress
of all under-developed countries.

The speech was a great success.
many times I heard in official
and non-official circles how shrewdly
the Chinese have wunderstood the
aspiration  of  Africans to stand
on their own and refuse to be brow-
beaten by outside powers. Gone are
the crudities of China's earlier
diplomactic offensive in Africa. The
approach has become more sophis-

cated and, therefore,
effective.

perhaps more

O and on, one hears of the
supply of Chinese arms and the
military  training they are im-
parting to the freedom-fighters from
South Africa, Rhodesia and the
two Portuguese territories of Angola
and Mozambique.

This type of assistance perhaps
helps in preserving China’s re-
volutionary anti-colonial image but
what would be more lasting is
China’s offer to build the Tanzania-
Zambia railway.

From the point of view of diplo-
miacy, it was a great achievement
after failing to get help from advan-
ced European countries, or USA, or
the World Bank, the two Afvican
Governments turned to anvone who
could help in building the railways
which alone conld save Zambia
from living at the mercy of Rhodesia’s
rebel  regime.

“We are grateful to the Chinese”,
said a Tanzanian officer, But will
the Chinese be able to build the
railway which others have des-
cribed as an uneconomic proposi-
tion. Interestingly, there seemed
to be no doubt about it even among
foreign diplomats. A Hungarian
diplomat said: “They will even
send labourers in thousands if
the need arises.”

THE NUMBER of Chinese ex-
perts, technicians, doctors, ete.
has greatly increased in Tanza-
nia though they can hardly be
seen in the public places or the
night-clubs in Dar-es-Salaam. What-
ever the Chinese are doing, they
are doing unobstrusively and this
has led to much speculation in
diplomatic circles. Very often
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one hears the naive comment that
Tanzania is going the Chinese way.

It seems few have cared to analyse
the reasons which have led the
Tanzanian leaders to take increa-
singly socialist measures in their
domestic policy and to diversify
their foreign relations. Few have
cared to read the various speeches
of President Julius Nyerere during
his recent tour to China.

At the farewell banquet in Peking
on 21 June, Nyerere described
his country’s relations with China
in these words: “The friendship
between Tanzania and the Pecople’s
Republic of China is a friendship
between most unequal equals. Per-
haps for that reason some other
nations of the world find it hard to
understand: they are always trying
to suggest that Tanzania is a satellite
of China or — alternatively — that
our friendship is about to break up.
This is probably an expression of
wishful thinking, or else it is a
misunderstanding of the mature of
friendship and an assumption that
friendship is exclusive — that
you cannot be friends with many
nations if these are not themselves
close friends.”

To Tanzania's Government and
party leaders the task of building
a nation “free from any external
control, free from exploitation,
from petty tyranny and from the
threat of hunger, or the lethargy
of debilitating disease™ is the most
important. Obviously this cannot
be done merely by slogan-mongering
or sentimentalizing about the achi-
evement of Uhuru.

Africans in 1965-66 appeared
to be still is a state of a honeymoon
with independence. When Nyerere
propounded his “Ujamaa” or socia-
lism through extended family system
he was still living in that phase.
But the declaration at Arusha in
January 1967 showed that he was
the first among African leaders to
outgrow that stage.

FROM all that I saw and learned
in Tanzania, I feel that Tanzania
today is in the grip of a “ewltural
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The Arusha
so  much

revolution” of its own.
Declaration was not
aimed against foreign investors,
capitalists, etc. (even though
it led to nationalization ) of all
banks and key industries as against
the party and Government leader-
ship.

What kind of leaders should
Tanzanians have ? It is this vital
question which the Declaration
tried to answer. It said that leaders
should serve and not lord it over
the people. They could not misuse
their positions for personal benefit.
In Tanzania that had already
happened and in order to check it,
decisions were taken to cut down
salaries of ministers; to compel
leaders of Government and TANU
to declare their personal assets
and to debar anyone in official
positions from having more than
one source of income.

These decisions gave an alto-
gether different complexion to Tan-
zania's politics. They also helped
in preventing TANU’s one-party
system from degenerating into a
group-dictatorship of irresponsible
men. Both in party and Govern-
ment, I found a new consciousness
among the ranks to scrutinize the
integrity of their leaders and in
Parliament agilated members de-
manded complete observance of
all the Arusha resolutions.

Tanzania’s economic programme
has shifted course: Planning will
depend not on outside aid but on
the total domestic resources of the
Republic:  the emphasis will shift
from industry to land where the
bulk of the population lives. *‘For
me’® said Tanzania's Minister of
Land, Sh. Muhammad Babu, ‘*Arusha
means going back to the villages and
seecing whether or not it is possible
for them to work harder.”

The vision of rebuilding a new
society on the basis of self-reliance
has caught the imagination of the
nation. Even ordinary people
have started participating in the
general debate.  “What kind of
education do we want?” — this
was a theme of discussion for

over six months among university
students and teachers.  “‘Should
ideology form a compulsory part
of education ? Ifso, what ideology ?
Again, can one parly system
become truly democratic?”” There
is great confusion on these questions:
nevertheless the people have started
re-examining and remodelling old
values and ideas.

“Qur party journal is a commercial
paper but it also serves the interest
of the party”, said one TANU
official, but he agreed with me
that commercial and party interests
might notl always be complementary.
“That is why we want to change
the whole set-up”, he said.

USA
DEFEATED WARRIORS

Defeated warriors don’t fare
too badly in this country. Gen.
Maxwell Taylor, whose “stra-
tegic hamlet” plan (drawn up
with Prof. Staley of Stanford
University) failed so miserably
in South Vietnam, is drawing
down $49,200 a year as presi-
dent of the Institute for Defe-
nse Analyses, in addition to his
Pentagon retirement pay of
over $20,000. On another level,
CIA flyboy Francis Gary Powe-
15 is a test pilot for Lockheed
aircraft (builders of the U-2)
and lives in a $40,000 home in
the Verdugo Mountains near
Los Angeles. He was secretly
decorated by the CIA and
married a CIA psychologist.
Incidentally. the U.S. spy
center (electronic surveillance
of both the USSR and China)
at Peshawar, Pakistan, from
which Powers flew his U-2
in 1960, is being closed by the
Pakistan government. The
Pakistanis, who signed a ten-
vear agreement for the base in
1959 when they were allies of
the US. have reason to believe
the base’s facilities are now
being used to monitor their
own military communications.

I'j' i
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In Sri Lanka Today

Minister
Sugathadasa’s
Property Deals

REAL ESTATE DEALS —

PROBE SOUGHT ON
MINISTER

“Was it proper for Mr. V. A.
Sugathadasa, while being a Minister
of the "National Government® to
sell to government departments
wnd to the Colombo Municipal
Council properties belonging to
him at prices several times more
than what he paid for them ?
This talking point in political circles
may soon be canvassed publicly
in Parliament if the Govesnment
permits a debate on a motion
demanding a probe by a Select
Committee into certain real estate
transactions of Mr. Sugathadasa
while he was a Minister. Among
the many matters about which a
probe has been asked for are:

“The sale in 1967 to the Colombo
Municipal Council for a sum of
Rs. 725.000 of a property in Barber
Street, Colombo, that had been
purchased for Rs. 145,000 barely a
month earlier in the same year.

“The sale in 1966 to the Depart-
ment of WNational Housing tor
Rs. 251,217/50 of a property in
Jampettah Street, Colombo, which
Mr. Sugathadasa had purchased
for Rs. 90,000.

“The way in which skanty dwellers
and tenants of tenement houses in
another premises in Jampettah Street
Colombo, were, suddenly and appa-
rently outside the normal waiting
list, given accomodation at govern-
ment housing schemes at Bloemen-
dhal Road and Armour Street,
Colombo, thus giving the Minister
the vacant possession that other
landlords seck but cannot always
find, and also enabling him to
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build stores to be let out to a
private company and a government
sponsored corporation.

“RS. 580,000 PROFIT. The
first transaction, which netted Mi-
nister Sugathadasa a cool profit of
Rs. 580,000, concerns the purchase
and re-sale within a month of
premises No. 36, Barber Street,
Colombo 13. These premises,
in extent one acre and 4.73 perches,
were purchased by Minister Suga-
thadasa on 25.4 1967 upon Deed
No. 1847 for Rs. 145.000 from the
previous owners, Dr. I. A, Perera
and Mr. A. C. D. Bandaranaike.

“Less than one month later,
on 25.5.1967, Minister Sugathadasa
sold the same premises to the
Colombo Municipal Council for
Rs. 725,000 making a profit of
Rs. 580,000 on the transaction.
It will be recalled that before he
became a Minister, Mr. Sugathadasa
was the UNP Mayor for the Colombo
Municipal Council.

“Political circles want to know
whether it was gross imprudence
or a desire to help one of their
own that made the present UNP
administration of the Colombo
Municipal Council agree to pay
over half a million rupees more
than it was worth for a property
that belongs to their late chief
and one of their party stalwarts.

“RS. 151,217 PROFIT. The
second transaction concerns Pre-
mises 151 and 155 Jampetiah Street,
Colombo, 13, which is in the
Minister's Parliamentary Consti-
tuency. On lIst January 1959 Mr.
Sugathadasa bought these premises
upon Deed No. 1819 from the
Cevlon Wharfage Company Ltd.,
for Rs. 90,000. On 23.4.1966 these
premises were sold (vide Land
Registry reference No. 388/93) to
the Department of National Housing
for Rs. 251,217/50, or nearly twice
again what it cost originally.

“What political circles want to
know is why the Department
of National Housing should have
chosen these premises, among the
many available in Colombo North

for purchase for a housing scheme,
and why they agreed to pay so
much more than the land was
worth. They also want to know
why, two and a haif years after
the transaction was completed, this
property is still registered in Mr.
Sugathadasa’s name although the
Government has paid for it and now
even collects rent from the tenement
houses that still remain despite talk
of a housing scheme.

“STORES. A third transaction
which needs scrutiny concerns pre-
mises 79 and 79/1, Jampettah
Street, Colombo 13, which is
also in Minister Sugathadasa’s con-
stituency. These premises, which
were bought by Mr. Sugathadasa
some lime back, consisted of
tenement houses and shanties.

“Landlords who acquire tenement
property usually find that they
cannot get rid of tenants who were
there before the new purchase.
Since the Rent Restriction Act was
amended to prevent a landlord
seeking the eviction of a tenant
on the grounds that he needs the
house for his own or his family’s
occupation, most new purchasers
of tenement properly insist on
vacant possession before they decide
to  buy. Minister Sugathadasa,
however, had no such problems.
Soon after he acquired premises
79 and 79/1, Jampettah Street,
the occupants of the tenement
houses and shanties on these premi-
ses were sent off to alternate acco-
mmodation in the government and
municipal housing schemes else-
where. Once the inconvenient
tenants had been got rid of the
tenements and shanties were demo-
lished and stores constructed.

“These stores have been rented
to the Ceylon Beedi Manufacturers’
Association and the Eastern Paper
Mills Corporation at monthly rents
of Rs. 3,500/50 and Rs. 960. Al-
though plans to build these stores
were only submitted to the Colombo
Municipal Council on 22.7.67 and
approved on 13 10.67, in fact
the stores had been built earlier
and let to the Beedi Manufacturers’
Association on 12 8.67 and to the
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Eastern Paper Mills Corporation
on 7.12.67. The rates paid on
these premises, from which & monthly
income of nearly Rs. 4,500 was
derived, were Rs. 6,400 a year
until February 1968 when the
assessment was raised.

“OTHER BUYS. Minister
Sugathadasa and his wife Mrs.
Daisy Hemalatha Sugathadasa, and
his brother-in-law, Mr. A. Senadi-
Simon Silva, also own many tene-
ment and other properties in Colom-
bo. Among them are:

“(1) Premises 600/2,4,5, and 9
Bloemendhal Road, Colombo 15,
in the Minister’s constituency. Sto- -
res built on these premises are
rented to the Eastern Paper Mills
Corporation for Rs. 2,322, Rs.
2.880. Rs. 1,620 and Rs. 877/50
a month respectively.

**(2) Premises 89 Jampettah Street
Colombo 13. purchased on 3.8.1967
on deed No. 694 by the Minister’s
brother-in-law for a sum of Rs.
220,000. The balance portion
of this land was purchased on the
same date by Mr. Sugathadasa
for Rs. 50,000 on a separate deed
No. 695, attested by Mr. N. M.
Thaha N.P. This deed has not
yet been filed in the Land Registry,
but the Notary’s protocol has been
filed.

“(3) Premises No. 93, Modera
Street, Colombo 15, also in the
Minister’s constituency, which is in
extent 4 acres, 2 roods, and 39

perches. It has been purchased
by the Minister’s wife for Rs.
12537/50 - wide Land Registry

No. A. 345/15.

“(4) Premises No. 651 BRloeman-
dhal Road, Colombe 15, in extent
5 acres, 2 roods and 1.23 perches.
Three-quarters of this Land was
bought by the Minister's brother-in-
law upon Deed No. 715 dated
7.9.1967 for Rs. 439,600, and the
remaining quarter share was bought
by the same genileman for Rs.
143,199/88 on 23.5.67 upon Deed
No. 682.
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“Thus since Mr. V. A. Sugathasa
became a Minister in Mr. Dudley
Senanayake’s Government, he, his
wife and his brother-in-law have
been able to acquire nearly two
million rupees’ worth of real estate,
most of which is situated in his
constituency of Colombo North.
This is an addition to the houses
and fats that Mr. Sugathadasa
owned prior to becoming a Minister.
when he was Mayor of Colombo.”

Forward

O

LIFE /| DEATH

How many lives can a scien-
tistcreate? If heis a believer in
family planning, not more than
two or three. And how many
lives can he destroy — if he
produces and explodes a single
hydrogen bomb (a museum
piece in terms of modern nu-
clear warfare?) One 10 me-
gaton explosion, it has been
calculated, would leave pecople
trapped in ruins seven miles
away and badly injured 11 miles
away. Up to five miles all
sireets would be blocked, and
partly blocked up to 13 miles.
Big fires would range 12 miles
from the blast centre.

A British estimate for casual-
ties from two 10 megaton bomb
on London is 1,000,000 people
killed outright, 6,000,000 hurt,
half of them badly. Another
1,000,000 would be trapped.
Most people trapped and in-
jured would die before rescue
reached them, if ever. Total
death in London as an imme-
diate result of the explosion
would be 2,000,000. One can
imagine what will happen with
a 50-megaton bomb or one of
greater strength.

Should we drop the Bomb?

Economic Notes
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India’s Finance Minister Moauns
Against United States And

World Bank

New Delhi

Wonders will never cease. In
London, while atending the Common-
wealth Finance Ministers’ Conference
Morarji  Desai  did some public
moaning against the US imperialists
and the World Bank. 1t was quite a
performance and has its own signifi-
cance.

In the first place he expressed
the hope that his “Commonwealth
partners’” would see that the ; roblem
of world commodily prices and
supplementary finance for under-
developed countries would be studied
properly by the World Bank and the
IMF. He wanted that the studies
on hand would be “conducted so as
to find a solution to problems and
not to discover new problems in
every solution™.

He went on to complaii about
the manner in which the World
Bank was conducting the affairs of
its affiliate, the International
Development  Association (IDA).
This organisation provides project
loans on comparatively easier terms
than the World Bank itself.

It has not heen functioning for the
past two years since the warious
imperialist  countries, especially
the USA, have not paid their quotas.
As a matter of fact, the US imperia-
lists can and have been holding up
the whole show, since the contribu-
tions to the IDA from the other
imperialists come in the form of
so-called matching grants. So when
the USA does not pay the others
also withhold their quotas.

MORARJI deplored this state
of affairs. He wanted the IDA to
go ahead with whatever funds that

had already been pledged. He des-
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cribed the situetion as an emergency,
one where “‘we cannot allow passing.
domestic difficulties in one country
to paralyse not only an international
institution but also a large number
of developing countries™ (Economie
Times, September 28).

He spoke against the *“‘World
Bank’s orthodoxy which refused
the kind of non-project assistance it
gave to some developed countries
for their reconstruction to - less
developed countries for their deve-
lopment. He said non-project aid
could help the exports of developing
countrics whereas project assistance
helped the export of developed
countries only.

Finally. he wanted refinance
credit to be provided to developing
countries because credit difficulties
were a barrier to the development
of exports from India even at
internationally competitive prices.

One can appreciate this grumbling
since the policies of Morarji, his
advisors and his colleagues have
landed the national economy in an
absolute impasse, making it de-
pendent on imperialist aid for
development.  This produces de-
pendent development soon enough
leading on to dependence without
development. The whole process
came to a head with devaluation
and the sharp deterioration since
then.

Official circles are now putting
out figures which prove the contention
made many months ago in these
columns, namely, India is now
paying out more for previons loans
than what she is receiving in the
form of fresh aid.

The Indian Express (September
24) reports that while the debt
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repayment in the current year will
come to 58 million dollars, the
fresh aid will not be more than 500
million dollars. The situation
is going to deteriorate further since
in 1969-70 debt repayment will rise
to 724 million dosdars and in 1970-71
to 835 million dollars.

It goes on to point out that in
1965 the aid in the pipeline came
to 2,000 million dollars which has
now come down to 1,400 million
dollars, half of which is in the form
of proicci assistance. The new aid
“pledged™ (not yet available by
any means) by the Western and
other imperialists come to only
297 million dollars as against the
estimated Indian need of 900 million
dollars as non-project aid.

SIMULTANEOUSLY, the balan-
ce of payments deficit this vear
1s likely to be 1,000 million dollars,
that is, the same amount as the
remaining aid in the pipeline as well
as the fresh “pledged’ aid.

What about the “generous™ debt
repayment rescheduling to the tune
of 100 million dollars a year for three
years? It merely means that India
can repay such debts out of foreign
aid instead of free foreign exchange.
It doss in any way alter the net
foreign aid position.

What is the purport of this grim-
bling on the part of the Finance
Minister? It is obviously meant to
put some pressure on the imperialists
50 that they will give sufficient aid
to enable the continuance of the
discredited policy of development
with dependence. It is meani io
cajole the imperialists to give some
aid which would provide the marerial
hase for continuation of the colla-
borationist policies.

This means that, even if the
imperialists are ‘‘persuaded’ to
be a little less mean to their faithful
allies in India, self-reliance is still
taboo as far as Morarji Desai is
concerned. He still pins his hopes
on the US and the other imperialists.

 These hopes are going to be
dashed again not because of the

“illwill™ of the imperialisis towards
the Finance Minister but because
of the developing crisis of the
imperialist system with its epicentre
in the USA.

What a patriotic Indian Finance
Minister should do is not to grumble
about the USA and appeal for
Commonwealth assistance. He must
begin by taking some concrete
action against the imperialists.

And the very first act should be
to declare a moratorium on India’s
debt repayments which involve the
expenditure of foreign exchange.
As long back as in July 1963 the
CPI wurged that this step be taken.
This is really nothing more than
unilateral debt rescheduling. Re-
payment can be resumed as soon as
our foreign exchange difficulties
begin to easz.

The next step should be to
forge an united front of the deve-
loping countries. Tnstead of wasting
time at Commonwealth conclaves
and sending highpower delegations
to the World Bank annual gatherings,
it would be far wiser and much more
in the national interest to develop
closer and closer ties with the
*77" club formed on the basis
of the Algiers Charter and cemented
through co-ordinated activitv  at
the UNCTAD.

The imperialists have to be made
to face the fact that their so-called
*aid™ is nothing more than a small
repayment for the colonial ravage,
which is the basic cause for the
plight of the underdeveloped world.

The imperialists have to be
plainly told that even in the heyday
of their “aid” programmes they
were pumping out much Jarger
amounts through unequivalent trade
and repatriation of profits and
dividends. It was actually a case
of aid in reverse.

India and the other underdevelop-
ed, newly independent states have
not only their own unity and courage
on their side. They have the most
powerful ally in the Soviet Union
sl the, frisndly, socialist.states.
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Nothing of all this will, of
course, make any sense to Morarii
Desai and his ilk. But it is perfectly
practical politics and economics
for the Left and the democratic
movement in India.

MOHIT SEN

IMF STATEMENT ON
EXPORT RISE

Washington, Oct. 2

Exports of less-developed
countries increased more than
6 per cent from the first half
of 1967 to the first half of
1968, reports the Interna-
tional Monetary fund. The
IMF said in a statement is-
sued in conjunction with its
annual meeting here that this
growth rate is more than
double that of the same.
period in the preceding vear.
The 6 per cent gain was in
contrast to the export total
of the more developed pri-
mary producing counltrics,
which “failed to show any
marked rise for the first half
of this year despite sizable
gains by South Africa and
Spain,” the. IMF statement
said.

Other monetary statistics
cited in the statement were:
world trade in the second
quarter of 1968 rose by
more than seven per cent
from the levels of a year
carlier, to 207 billion dollars.
Total world monetary reser-
ves—comprising gold, foreign
exchange, and reserve posi-
tions with the International
Monetary Fund—rose some-
what less than four per cent
in the second quarter to
73.065 million dollars. World
reservi8 held in gold stood at
38,605 million dollars in the
second quarter, a declne of
4.7 per cent from the above
figure.
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FILM PAGE

® THE SPY WITH A COLD
NOSE, the next attraction at the
LIBERTY CINEMA, is a salire
on modern spy films. The movie in

colour, an Associated London
Films production, is produced
by Leonard Lightstone, directed
by Daniel Petrie, and released

through Paramount Pictures.

Stanley Farquhar (LIONEL JEF-
FRIES) a bumtling member of
British counter-Intelligence Service
is everything that James Bond is
not. He is the perfect antethesis
of James Bond and his family mocks
him for his dissimilarity to Bond.

But Farquhar, in a flash of
unaccustomed brilliance, has come
up with “Operation Bandylegs™.

All Farquhar needs to put Bandy-

legs in an operative state is an
outstanding veterinarian and he

X x %
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and his nitwit assistant, Wrigley
(ERIC SYKES), have been keeping
a likely prospect under surveillance
for several weeks.

The unknowing accomplice in
Operation Bandylegs is Dr. Francis
Trevellyan (LAURENCE HAR-
VEY).

Farquhar calls on Francis and
explains his plan. In brief, the
British Prime Minister (ERIC PORT-
MAN) is : bout to present an English
bulldog named Disracli to the
Soviet Prime Minister (COLIN
BLAKELY) as a gesture of amity.

Farquhar has conceived the idea
of bugging Disraeli with a miniature
microphone-transmitter, which he
wants Francis to implant in the
dog’s body, close to the surface
of his skin. With a receiver adjusted
to the proper wave length, the
British agents will be able to listen
to everything that they say in
secret at the other and whenever
Disraeli is present.

Francis is appalled, objects
strongly, but Farquhar reminds
him of his duty to the Empire and
his Queen. As a clincher, he
promises him knighthood. The offer
is irresistible. Francis performs the
operation before Disraeli is presented
to the high dignitary.

Enter Princess Natasha Romanova
(DALLIAH LAVI) now in Secret
Service. She is contacted while
skillfully extracting military secrets
from an American General (PAUL
FORD) in Berlin and sent fo
London. Her mission is to discover
from whom the British are getting
all the inside information.

Natasha quickly discovers what
has happened and arranges a
meeting with Farquhar and Francis.

She admits that she is a Secret
agent and has completed a report
on the bugging of Disraeli - then
drops a bombshell. For onec hun-
dred thousand pounds, she will sell
out, report that she was unable
to attain her objective and then
flee to., Switzerland with her loot.
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But complications develop. Dis-
raeli becomes ill.

Francis is called in. He listens
carefully and by long distance
diagnosis decides Disraeli is suffering
from a respiratory blockage.

x % %
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Calamity ! If they decide to aid
the suffering dog and X-ray him
in Moscow they will find the trans-
mitter. Anglo-Soviet relations will
go smash and the whole world
might plunge into war !

What to do ? Farquhar decides
that Francis and he will secure a
female bulldog and take her to
Moscow with them. There, disguised
as gardeners at the British Embassy,
they will try to lure Disraeli away
long enough for Francis to operate
and remove the bug.

Francis borrows Priscilla, a come-
ly female bulldog pet of a friend
(NAI BONET), and the conspirators
fly to Moscow.

The next night Farquhar and
Francis are outside the Kremlin
apartment of the Prime Minister.
Also outside and unknown to the
conspirators, are Secret Servicemen,
keeping them wunder surveillance
from a street-watering truck.

* ks ok

Vijitha Mallika and Ga-
mini Fonseka in an ingimate
scene in R. T. Studios Pro-

ducion DEHADAKA
DUKA, Produced and
Directed by Robin Tampoe,
Ceylon Theatres Ltd. rele-
ase.

Disracli finally wanders outside
where Francis grabs the beast
and runs to his hotel to perform
the operation. Farquhar, carrying
Priscilla, runs the other way, follow-
¢d by dozens of dogs and watering
truck. During the chase, the Secret
Service Chief inadvertentlv tunes
into the wave length on which
Disraeli transmits and he instantly
becomes aware of the British plot.

The truck picks up speed and
crashes into Farquhar, who is then
brought to a Moscow hospital.
Meanwhile, Francis has extracled
the bug from Disraeli and the dog
is ceremoniously returned to the

Prime Minister by the British
Ambassador.
Weeks later, Farquhar, released

from the Moscow hospital, visits
Francis. Smugly, he tells the vet that
he has been promoted to Chief of
Security and Adviser to the British
Prime Minister. After complaining
of his tender and sore stomach,
where he was operated in Moscow
with fourteen stitches, he says
goodbye to Francis and rushes to
the meeting.

The scene shifts to the Kremlin
and this utterly improbable story
comes to a hilarious conslusion
when the Russians return their
compliments to the British. AL a
Russian monitoring station, the
Chief of Russian Intelligence is
listening intently. Over the loud-
speaker from London comes Far-
qubar’s voice, directly from the
bug implanted in his stomach
during his stay in the Moscow
hospital to become a living listening
posl.

The Russian Secret Service Chief
smiles as the British voice from the
other end says briskly, “Complete
apprasial of our defence plans,
mixed manned nuclear force, Polaris
missile station, NATO defences,
carly warning systems, all that
guff, wyou  know..”.
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Spain  Wants More?

Madrid-Washington Talks On
U.S. Bases: Haggling Over Price

THE TEN-DAY talks between
U.S. Secretary of State Dean Rusk
and Spanish Foreign Minister Fer-
nando Maria de Castiella on the
prolongation of the agreement on
American bases in Spain ended in
Washington on September 26 with-
out results—an incident practically
without precedent in the history
of the postwar relations between the
Western superpower and its Iberian
satellite.

The agreement on the bases is part
of a twenty-year defence pact Wash-
ington and Madrid signed fifteen
years ago on September 26, 1953.
The agreement was initially to
operate for ten years and was to be
automatically prolonged for two
five-year terms unless one of the
parties raised objections. Under
this agreement the United States
was given four bases in Spain: one
fer Polaris submarines at Rota near
Cadiz and three for its Air Force at
Torrejon. Moron de la Frontera
and Saragossa.

There are some 15,000 LU.S.
servicemen at these bases which,
specialists affirm. play an important
role in the Pentagon’s military-
strategic plans. Their significance
increased considerably after the
withdrawal of France from the
Nato military organization.

The agreement was prolonged for
five vears in 1963 and the White
House did not expect any hitch in
getting it prolonged again this year.
In July, Castiela paid a one-day
visit to Washington and after his
meeting with Rusk the American
press took it for granted that the
question of the bases would be
settled,  especially since on the
eve of the September tallks Spanish
newspapzrs wrote that “Spain will

prolong its military bases agreement

with the United States™.
And suddenly the talks hroke
down. Why?

THE TALKS were held behind
closed coors. American newspapers
were most uncommunicative on the
subject and so was the Spanish press.
But the little information that did
leak through points to conclusions
shedding light of the real reasons
for the dispute betwsen Madrid
and Washington.

On his return home on September
28, Castiella told reporters at Madrid
Airport: “We have been guided by
no other consideration than to gua-
rantee the security of Spaniards, to
remove to a greater distance all un-
necessary danger to our population™.
What he had in mind was Spain’s
demand that the large U.S. air base
at Torrejon, near Madrid, be re-
moved farther away.

It can hardly be assumed that the
memory of the Palomares catastro-
phe, when an American plane with
nuclear bombs feli into the sea off the
Spanish coast, was the stumbling
block in this cace. The Franco
authorivies showed very little concern
for the safety of the population at
the time,

Far more credible is the version,
widely discussed in the press, that the
Franco go ernment, aware of the
Pentagon’s eagerness Lo preserve its
bases in Spain afier the loss of its
bases in Morocco, has decided to
get as much aid as possible from its
senior partner to strengthen its
military potendal in return for the
consent to prolong the agreement.

CASTIELLA demanded an ex-
orbitant price—about §1.000 million
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worth of F-4 Phantom fighter-
bombers, Hawk anti-aircraft missiles
and warships. Rusk offered $200
million. The Spanish Foreign
Minister came down to $700 million
and insisted on this sum. Bul
LS. Secretary of State proved to
be no less astute a bargainer. Invo-
king Article 5 of the agreement which
provides for six-month consultations,
he proposed resuming the talks on
March 26, 1969. The purpose of the
move was evidently to gain time:
Washington believes half a year
should be enough to bring Madrid
back 1o ils senses.

But, judging by everything, money
is not the main thing in this particular
deal. Madrid has also advanced
political demands — two at any rate.
First, Franco wants the White House
to help him make Britain give up
Gibraltar. Secondly, he wants Spain
to be admitted to NAT(Q. Washing-
ton knows that o agree to these
demands would ieopardize it re-
lations with the other NATO part-
ners, notably Britain.

And today, when the NATO
facade has developed cracks, it is
believed in Washington that this will
create more difficulties for the United
Stafes in Western Europe.

It is logical to assume that
Mardid’s intractability is inspired
behind the scenes by a third party.
West Germany. For Bonn stands to
gain from the admission of the na-
tural ally, Franco Spain, to NATO,
The West-Germans strategists hope
that this will help them acquire the
key posts in the North Atlantic
alliance all the sooner.

Of course, Washington and Madrid
will eventually reach agresment.
The Spanish rulers know that the
U.S. bases on their territory area
bulwark < n which they can rely in
combating the democratic movement.
They nevertheless heed the advice of
their West-German friends.  Like
Bonn, Madrid hopes to fish some-
thing out of the muddy waters.

V. CHERNYAVSKY
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