






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































350 FISHES; [CHAP. X . 

Tranquebar, have contributed their authority to the fact 
of this fish ascending trees on the coast of Coromandel, 
an exploit from which it acquired its epithet of Perca, 
scandens- DALDOBF, who was a lieutenant in the, Danish 
East India Company's service, communicated $x> ,.JIIfc 
Joseph Banks, that in the year 1791 he had taken,"thlf 
fish from a moist cavity in the stem of a Palmyra palm* 
that grew near a lake. He saw it when already five 
feet above the ground struggling to ascend still higher; 
— " suspending itself by its gill-covers, and bending its 
tail to the left, it fixed its anal fin in the cavity of the 
bark, and sought by expanding its body to urge its way 
upwards, and its march was only arrested by the hand 
with which he seized it." 1 

There is considerable obscurity about the story of this 
ascent, although corroborated by M. JOHN. Its motive 
for climbing is not apparent, since water being close at 
hand it could not have gone for sake of the moisture 
contained in the fissures of the palm; nor could it be in 
search of food, as it lives not on fruit but on aquatic 
insects.2 The descent, too, is a question of difficulty. 

1 Transactions Linn. Soc. •vol. the sea. " On parle cl'nn poisson 
iii. p. 63. It is remarkable, how- de mer qui, sortant de l'eau, monte 
ever, that this discovery of Dal- sur la coeotier et boit le sue de la 
dorf, which excited so great an plante; ensuite il retourne a, la 
interest in 1791, had been antici- mer." See KEWAUD, Relations 
pated by an Arabian voyager a des Voyages faits par Us Arabes et 
thousand years, before. Abou-zeyd, Persans dans le neuvieme sUcle, 
the compiler of the remarkable torn. i. p. 21, torn. ii. p. 93. 
MS. known since Eenaudot's trans- 2 Kirby says that it is " in pur-
lation by the title of the Travels of suit of certain crustaceans that 
the Two Mahometans, states that form its food" (Bridge-water Trea-
Suleyman, one of his informants, Use, vol i. p. 1 4 4 ) ; but I am not 
who visited India, at the close of aware of any crustaceans in the 
the ninth century, was told there island which ascend the palmyra or 
of a fish which, issuing from the feed upon its fruit. The Sirgus 
waters, ascended the coco-nvtpalms latro, which inhabits Mauritius, 
to drink their sap, and returned to and is said to climb the coeo-nut 
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The position of its fins, and the spines on its gill-covers, 
might assist its journey upwards, but the same apparatus 

l iquid prove anything but a facility in steadying its 
juraey down. The probability is, as suggested by Eu

an, that the ascent which was witnessed by Daldorf 
as accidental, and ought not to Jbe regarded as the 

rftabit of the animal. In Ceylon I heard of no instance 
of the perch ascending trees1, but the fact is well esta
blished that both it, the jpullata (a species of polyacan-
ihus), and others, are capable of long journeys on the 
level ground.2 

Burying Fishes.—But a still more remarkable power 
possessed by some of the Ceylon fishes, is that already 
alluded to, of secreting themselves in the earth in the 
dry season, at the bottom of the eihausted ponds, and 
there awaiting the renewal of the water at the change of 
the monsoon. The instinct of the crocodile to resort to 
the same expedient has been already referred to3, and in 
like manner the fish, when distressed by the evaporation 
of the tanks, seek relief by immersing first their heads, 

ior this purpose, has not been baskets nor pockets in -which to 
observed in Ceylon. place -what they catch, "will seize a 

1 This assertion must be quali- fish in their teeth whilst putting 
fied by a fact stated by Mr. E. A. fresh bait on their hook. In, • 
Layard, who mentions that on August, 1853, a man -was carried 
visiting one of the fishing stations into the Pettahhospital atColombo, 
on a Singhalese river, where the having a climbing perch, which he 
fish are caught in staked endo- thus attempted to hold, firmly im-
sures, as described at p. 342, and bedded in his throat. The spines 
observing that the chambers were of its dorsal fin prevented its de-
covered with netting, he asked the scent, whilst those of the gill-
reason, and was told " that some of covers equally forbade its return. 
the fish climbed up thesticks and got It was eventually extracted by 
over."—Mag. Nat. Hist, for May the forceps through an incision in 
1823, p. 390-1. the oesophagus, and the patient re-

2 Strange accidents have more covered. Other similar cases have 
than once occurred at Ceylon proved fatal. 
arising from the habit of the 8 See ante, p. 285. 
native anglers; who, having neither 






















































































































































































































































































































