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RAMBLING NOTES

From the Editor’s De_sk

L]

¢ THIS ISSUE of Tribune,
like the last, is behind schedule,
but it has caught up a little
with time. With the next two
issues, we hope to be able
to be right on time. Every
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perjodical and every weekly
published in Ceylon has, in
the last two or three years,
stumbled more than once.
Tribune had suspended publi-
cation, from Novemter 1970
to the end of June 1971, and
even after it had resumed
publication it has only
taken faltering steps. But we
are confident that Tribune will
in the very near future appear
on the dot—so far as schedules
are concerned. :

The currently prestigious
(United Front) publication Na-
tion has had a° chequered
career, It is now in its se-
venth volume, but many of
its earlier volumes were not
regular or complefe, but in
recent months, with a heavy
doze of advertising, govern-
mental and even private ‘sec-
tor (now dependent on govern-
ment licensing for econcmie
activities), the Nation has
picked up momentim, as it
is the weekly which refiects
the thinking of an influential
section of the United Frent.
Primarily LSSP-based, the
Natiou, seeks to be the “voice™
of SLFP's pro-UF wing of
politicians and  bureaucrats
(and technocrats). Journalis-
tically still very heavy-handed,
the Nation is read because it
reflects official thinking which
is contemporancously on the
up and up in the United Front
govelnmeit.

The CI_’—based weekly, For-
ward, which functicned as the
English-language mouthpiece

~ of the United Front, during

the days when the UF was
in the opposition and in the

-early days of the UF govern-

ment (at a time when the
Nation had only appeared fit-
fully), had not mcce its ap-
pearance cince early April,
this year, ever since iis editor,
Mrs. Maud Keuneman, had
died. But it has made its
Te-appearance recently—at a
time when there were strong
rumours-of a rift between the
CP and other members of the
UF. The Forward has vi-
gorously denied that there
was any such rift. The ‘Ath-
tna, the un-officia! daily organ
of the Communist™ Party,
had become incregsingly cri-
tical of cértain lezding per-
sonalities of the LESP and the
SLFP alleging that they were
slow and tardy in implementing
the Common Programme of
the United Front. Aththa had
carried on this campzign with
such harshness that the Go-
vernment is reroited to have
with-held advertisirg fiom the
Aththa. Thi§ - is something
of a family quarrel within the
United Front cozlition, but
it is strange that Covernment
should so ¢asily succumb to
the temptation to tie-up ad-
vertising with editorial policy.

SO FAR AS political jour-
nals and periodicels in English
are concerned, the Nation and
the Forwardref.eci major trends
within the United Front. The
UNP and the Opposition do
not have an English-language
periodical to present their
point of view. Even their
Sinhala or Tamil weeklies and
periodicals maké little or no
impact. The UNP and other
Opposition Parties like the
FP still depend on the so-called
“national” daily papers to
place their views before the

TRIBUNE, SEPTEMBER 15, 1971



public —but unlike in the past
these daily papers find it more
and more difficult to‘act as
the mouthpiece of the UNP
and its allies. In fact, the
three big groups seem to be

in a dilemma just’ how they”

should behave (and what exact-
ly they should szy) at the pre-

sent juncture. The Lake House :

group, for understandable rea-
sons, has endeavoured to woo
what it considers the most
powerful grouping within the
UF—and its difficylties have
been great because even the
" most astute political observers
cannot foretell just which of the
pressure proupings within the
UF have the most dominant
Voice in shaping policy and
action. The Lake House group
of papers has undoubtedly
the largest circulation based
on the best local toverage of
news and features—and effi-
eient business administration—
but its readers are today scep-
tical about taking the views
and comments made in these
papers with any degree of
seriousness. This is unfair
because Lake House papers of-
ten make very constructive
and useful comments and sug-
gestions, but in the current
fitness of things it will be a
long time before Lake House
will be able to wield the in-

fluence which the circula-
tiom its newspapers enjoy
should evoke. Much as

Lake House wants to display
journalistic detachment and
objectivity, its efforts have
so far not proved convincing
or impressive. Like protest-
ing too much, anything over-
done, loses its flavour, and
all Lake House papers havye
at the moment lost their fla-
vour. Lake House today works
under difiicult circumstances,
with the sword of Damocles
in the form of a threatened
take-over hanging perpetually
over it, but it is the capa-

cily to survive under trying
circumstances, with one’s back
.to the wall, that shapes the
future of any organisation
and the men who control its
destinies.

The Times group is inhibit-
¢d by other handicaps, mainly
financial. Politically, the
Lankadipa has always had a
pro-SLFP orientation and it
has thereby been, able to
cushion the ultra-UNP lean-
ings of the English daily pa-
pers after May 1970. ~ The
Daily Mirrer and the Times
of Ceylon had stuck their
necks out for a UNP vic-
tory in the 1970 clections,
but were able to make their
peace with the UF—fairly
casily because of the greater
defaults of the Lake House
group. But the Times group
does not seem to be able to
overcome the financial bur-
dens arising from running a
business in the red.

LAST YEAR. and also the
year before, the largesse from
the North Koreans for pub-
lishing Kim 11l Sung’s writings
had undoubtedly helped the
Timezs group, but this kind of
advertising subsidy has faded
from the scene this year. The
Totary machines of fhe Times
group are old and need re-
placement and unless new and
dynamic capital was torth-
coining to build the Times
group anew, it can only Stag-
ger along a long way behind
Lake House.

But capital is shy and it is
difficult to see just how the
Times will solve its problems.
In the meantime, the Daily
Mirror is read for the OPI-
NION column on the front
page (with melodramatic emp-
ty spaces caused by the blue
pencil of the Competent Au-
thority) and a few bits of news
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on the first and last page. The
Times of Ceylon makes little
or no impact, but the Lan-
kadipa has its customarily
steady readership and is able
to free-wheel along on its
old record.

The Gunasena-Dawasa group
had supported the SLFP and
the UF in the May 1970
elections and had emurged
into the era of the United
Front as the wnofficial-offi-
cial newspaper group behind
the new Government. Butthe
Dawasa-Sun group was in-
hibited by itr affiliation$ with
big busiress, on the one hand,
and celtain political pressure
groups, on the other. In ad-
dition to this, a crippling
strike, which had lasted several
months in the 1970—71 pe-
riod had robbed the Sun-
Dawasa group of a first class
opportupnity to make good.
Circulation-wise it still lags
far behind the Lake House
papers and even the over-
doze of governmental adver-
tising it receives has so far
not helped the Dawasa group
to acquire the proficiency and
the excellence of a newspaper
which will stand the test of
time.

The Dawasa-Sun papers, es=
pecially its weekend publica-
tions, go in heavily for sensa-
tion, sex and crime, but the
cheesecake, with local and
foreign female forms, fails to
make the grade because of
indifferent printing and un-
attractive presentation. The
Dhanapala touch in such cir-
culation-gimmicks is no lon-
ger with the group, and un-
less something dramatic or
noteworthy revolutionises the
Dawasa group, it will con-
tinue its plodding way—whilst
the caravan of history rolls
swiftly along in the turbulent
days we live in,



IN THE WORLD OF
JOURNALISM, like in so
many other fields of activity
in Ceylon today, bleak des-
peration and total frustration
seems to be the order of the
day. Mounting costs of
newsprint and other printing
materials, soaring wage struc-
‘tures, heavy taxation of a
crippling nature, the loss of
advertising Subsidies 4nd a
host of other problems have
taken away the'magic from the
business of printing and pub-
lishing newspapers. But, in
the nature of things and con-
temporary humen affairs, even
newspapers have to learn to
pull through lean times and
lean years—hoping for a tet-
ter future even on the distant
vista.

Dyeaming about the future
and about the world outsice
is, in Ceylon today, a form of
escapism. But the desire to
make good, to make a success
of any project in the real sense,
is a laudable apnd desirctle
objective. Personal prefit is
often ineicental, tut wlhen it
overwheims the participants
thefe is chéos. Personal pro-
fit is not merely a capitalist
evil: even in nationalised state
enterprises such as dominafe
the scen¢ in Ceylon tocey, tte
inherent obsession for rer-
sonal profit takes many forms,
and covers a wide rafige frcm
corruption to nepotism, from
political subservience to ma-
nagerial ineficiency and bureau-
cratic red-tapism to downright
chicanery.

Some of the events in tle
world outside Ceylon stir ore’s
imagination. kven in the
field of jougrnalism. Take tLe
monthly magazine Playboy. It
had -started weakly in the
1950’s as a small two-man
effort to compete with the
prestigious New Ycrker ard

3

similar magazines of that kird.
But the Playtoy, with thLe
Hefner “formula of sex ard
pop hedonism,” has made
good in a big way in less than
twenty
many ofiSkcot enterpiices. In
a few weeks, Ploytoy Enter-
prises Inc. will ofler stock on
the market for the first time,
and this has brought esti-
mates of the wealth 'the sur-
viving partner Hefrer has piled
up.

One shateis €xXpecetd to te
offered at § 25, eand on this
basis “Playboy’s creator zrd
chief stockholder will haye a
parer worth about $1€0 mil-
lion. That makes Hefner, at
45, one of tke half a dozen
or So rickest self m:ce mwen in
America.”” Aficr tte szle of
stock, Hefrer will retain 71.9 9
of the shares. The “‘tiny &n-
nual dividend of 11 cts on a
shate will provide atout
$¢C0,CC0 a year to go with
his salary of $203,847. As
chairman, presicent, editor 2nd
publisher, he has another
$ 372,934 tucked awey in his
profit-sharing zccount. In
addition, his mansions in
Chicago and subturban Los
Angeles are owned by the
corporation and used for ‘pro-
motional  ectivities. TLe
Plgyboy is still the most pro-
fitable part. of Hefner’s ex-
panding empire. The maga-
zine accounted for more than
half the corporation’s
$132 million reyenue last
year, and most of its §9,2C0,
C00 net income. Fietax pro-
fits from 17 key clubs drop-
ped slightly last vear from
$ 3,4€C0,0C0 to 8 3, 200,CC0..”

But the Company’s hotel
operations dipped into the
red last year, but nevertheless
Hefner was pushing his hotel
operations and was planning
a new hotel costing § 29.5

cars. Playloy hes
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million in New Jersey, fifty
miles from downtown New-
York. Hefner has expanded
into a music-publishing and
phonograph-record division,
and has ploughed more than
$ 3,000,C0 into financing
Director Roman Polanski’s
film version of Macheth, and
is looking for more movies
to finance. Next year, Play-
boy is expected to go inter-
national, starting European
editions in French, Italian and
German. About two-thirds
of the material and most of
the nudes will be from the
U.S. Playboy, although Hef-
ner wants to tap kuropean
tdlent as well.

THIS IS A FAIRY-TALE
for people in Ceylon. Even
the Playboy nowadays only
filters into the country when
some visitor brings it in or a
Playboy enthusiust persuaces
a friend abroad to
send it along. W> can
certainly do witkout the Play-
boy when we are now compel-
led to do without so much of
other essential rezding material-
And books; have teccme so
expensive that only the very
rich can afierd to tuy them.
If the present stale of affairs
contimies for much longer,
Ceylon will indeed teccme a
veritable *“‘cultural desert.”

Besides, there is so very
little to rezd in the daily pa-
pers. Advertisements cover
most of the cohimns arnd for
the rest there is rot enough to
cover the rews and develop-
ments in Ceylon—Icave alone
world events. And what is
worse, cach of the newspeper
groups, big e2nd small, is

lugging a line  currently
avoured by perticular pres-
sure groups. The wcekly po-
litical papers are participants
in the political geme, and for
a paper like Tribune to stang
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on the side outside the storm
and stress of controversy and
obserye the deyvelopifg trends
and pick out:significant fea-
tnres, is not easy.

Much has happened since:

the last issue of Tribune. In
Ceylon, the SLFP celebrated
its anniversary—the 20th—
with Special supplements in
all the€ néwspapers. The House
of Representatives discyssed
the Emergency and the In-
surgency, in ah indirect way,
wheén the On dccount budget
* was presented on September
7. Mr. Maithripela Senanayake
leader of the House, accused
the leader of the UNP, Mr.
Dudley Senanayake, of being
responsible for the bloodshed
which had arisen from the
armed insurrection on April
5—because the latier had not
taken action on the Attygalle
reports and also because the
attention of the new Govern-
ment had not been drawn to
the existence of these Reports.

The Indian Foreign Minis-
ter, Mr. Swaran Singh, paid
a visit to Ceylon, in the begin-
ning of the secand week of
September. He had explained
the meaning and significance
of the Indo-Soviet Treaty and
had stressed that this did not
inany way detract from India’s
non-aligned policies. Ceypn’s
Prime Minister had also made
it clear that this country was

neutral’’ on the Bangla Desh
problem regarding it as an
“‘internal matter” of Pakistan.
India, however, had extended
a Rs. 60 million credit line to
Ceylon (Ceylon had hoped
t_hat it would be Rs. 100 mil-
lion), and selected joint ven-
tures in the industrial field
werTe to be established in Cey-
lon with Indian collaboration-

Certain technical officers in
the Petroleum Corporation had

gone on strike compelling a
shut down of the Refinery.
But, the Chairman of the Cor-
‘poration, and the Board of
Managément had stood firm
and had not succumbed to
the blackmail—they had ob-
tained rush supplies of petro-
leum products from outside
and had even made arrange-

‘ments to get down technical

officers from the UAR' to
run the Refinery. In the face
of this strong attitude taken
by the management, the stri-
kers climbed down and had
returned to work as “n2w em-
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nagement of a state undertak-
ing had stood firm when a
privileged group of highly paid
workers attempled to -hold
the country to ransom.

Internationally much more
has happened, but Ariel will
deal with them in the next
issue of Tribune.  Serendib
too will examine local deve-
lopments in some detajl in
the next number. In thls is-
sue, Wwe have the first instal
ment on the GREAT BIG-
MYSTERY about gems and
smuggling, whilst a new col-

ployees.”” It was a happy and lumnist Agastya makes his
welcome augury that the ma- debut in our pages.
CONTEMPORARY NOTEBOOK

© SRI LANKA @ FLYING SAUCERS

® LOST ATLANTIS @® MISSING WAGGONS

@& JOBS
By- Agasiya
CEYLON is a small dot on All that matters to them in

this planet. The island is not
known to thousands of mil-
lions throughout the world.
Many' think of it only as a
tiny speck on the continental
shelf of the sub-continent of
India. Many others have
heard of Ceylon Tea but do
not think of Ceylon as a
séparate political and geogra-
phical entity. A minority of
the knowledgeable in the world
of today know Ssome facts
about Ceylon, more often
wrong than correct.

All this notwithstanding
people in Sri Lanka (or many
of them) think of Ceylon 48
the very centre of the universe.
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this world is Ceylon. Every-
thing of significance and con-
sequence for - mankind has
taken place in Ceylon—during
the last 2500 years. And we
like to think that the eyes
and ears of the world today
are focussed on Ceylon. We
aTfe a Chosen people and we
behave that way—although the
rest of the world may laugh
at us behind our back.

People in Ceylon also like
to pride themselves on their
sense of humour (they have
a little no doubt), but.neither
humour-invested objective
detachment nor a capacity
to laugh at the insular frog-
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in-the-well big(sri) Lankaesque
postures we regularly adopt,
helps us to see ourselves as
others see us. We are content
to sit back and reflect on the
2500 years of fhe Mahavamss,
Culavamsa and what not. What-
= ever the present fribulations
we lead the world—as we
have done for 2500 years.

FLYING SAUCERS. Even
the super-beings for whom
time and spact do not seem
to matter appear to have
decided that Ceylon is an
important place; ahd if the
Weekend and the Sun news-
papers of the Dawgsa (Guna-
s€na) group are to to taken
seriously, flying saucers (UFO
to wuse technical jargon) are
now keeping sriLanka under
close surveillance. From mid-
July or even a little wee bit
carlier these UFOs secem to
have been chgcking on places
like Hewaheta, Denijyaya and
thelike. Refutable and reputed
planters, film directors, seryice-
men, policemen and a whole
range of others have testified
in these papers that they have
seen these UFOs. Even pho-
tographs have beefh taken of
them. World space 2uthority,
Arthur Clarke, according to
the Weekend, 5/9/71, claims
to have seen ten such objects.
so far. There canrnot te the
slightest doubt that pecple
have seen some mystierious
objects in our skies which
have behaved in the most
peculiar and inexplicable man-
ner.

But those who claim to
love srilanka fail to under-
stand why the super-beings
who ride these UFOs have
ignored Ceylon for twenty
three years after this island
had aftained independence,
nnd had thereefier tegun a
aew Chapter of light and
illumination after 4£0 years

5

of darkness under conquerors
from the West and inter-
mittent periods of similar dark-
ness earlier created by Chola
incursions from across the
Palk Straits. © .

Why have the UFOs appeared
in our skies only now? Is it
the insurgency of the Che
Guevara movement which has
tickled the curiosity of the
UFO,peeping Toms? Or have
they become interested in
investigations into the world-
shaking gem-currency-narcotics
smuggling frauds now being
carried on in Ceylon by the
Interpol and the top police
brass of five countries (includ-
ing Ceylon)?

UFOs had come, it is said,
to Ceylon in the distant past—
over two thousand five hundred
years ago and more. Even the
Buddha had paid his visits
to Ceylon on some invisible
UFO propelled by his supra
-human (it would be unbud-
dhistic to say divine) powers.
The ten-heaged Ravana had

levitated  between India
and Ceylon on some
machine of this kind. The

ancient chronicles ztout Cey-

lon have recorded all this.
But  unfortunately, for
over two thouSand years
these WUFOs seem to have

by-passed Cewlon.

Agnd now they are here again.
And it has fallen to the lot
of the Weekend and the Sun
(and their Sinhala and Tamil
counterparts) to record these
uniquely  fantastic happen-
ing in cold print. Tiey have
started where the Mahavamsa
and the other chronicles had
stopped. A new apd glorious
efa in Ceylon’s history is
likely to unfold iiself"now
that the UFOs, the flying
saycers &nd the mysterious
beings who travel in them,

CONTEMPORARY NOTEBOOK

have decided to bring Ceylon
once again into the orbit of
the celestial map for special
attention.

THE LOCST ATLANTIS?
The UFOs is not the only
thing which has made the
Weekend seek to rouse the
national pride of srilanka-
ians. With the rather defensive=
ly-apologetical headline......
LOST CONTINENT AT-
LANTIS BENEATH OUR
WATERS?—CLARKE AND
WALSH TO EXPLORE
SEA BED AT TRINCO....
the Weekend 5/9/71 statey
that Arthur Clarke was shortl
going to Trinco with the world
renowned diver Commander”
Donald Walsh to see whethe
““the lost contineént of Atlantis
was beneath the sea at Trinco-
malee.”” It would appear.
that Clarke had long ‘toyed
with the idea’ that “‘Atlantis
was off Trinccmalee.”

The Weekend with the fines

touch srilznkasque selfglory,
declar¢d that “‘the mission,
Mr. Clarke and Commander
Walsh are due to embark on
is kept Etush-Lush. It might
be a rare find which will
consequently rut our land on
the map of tke world with
pride of place.” The Weckend
did not not lezve it at that.
It offered a little bit of meat
gas evidence)to make itsreaders
eel that Ceylon hed indeed
once been a V.I.P. (a very im-
portant place). ‘‘According to
Mr. Clarke a seventeenth cen-
tury map of Atlantis bears a
Tesemblance to the map of
Ceylon. If this is sg, is Ceylon
part of the lost contipent of
Atlantis?”’ :

Atlantis, according teo
Mediterranean legends had
disappeared  (paradise lost)

in prehistoric times apd it
seems strange that  Arthur
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Clarke should rely on a 17th
century map to conjecture that
Ceylon was part of Atlantis.
Geographers talk of the lost
continent of Lemuria, which
spread across the Indian Ocean

(and of which Ceylon was a -

part) at a2 time when the Hima-
layasand a part of the Central
Asian land massif was sea.
During the formative stages
of the earth’s crust, when the
Himalayas and Central Asia,
were thrown up, Lemuyria had
gone down. Copper plates
found on the seabed from the
Cocos Islands to Madagascar
are said to be evidence of
Lemuria.

Ceylon, however, would be
only a speck in Lemuriq. It is
better to feel that we are the
suryiving remains of  “‘the
legendary Atlantis” acknow-
ledgea to have been “‘once
a powerful kingdom in Asia
‘Minot.”” Explorers have been
looking for Atlantis around
the Straits of Gibralter right
up to the Canary Islands,
on the one hand, and Turkey
on the other. It will certainly
excite our ‘‘pride” to feel
that Ceylon was once Atlantis
but have we any justification
for indulging in such Specuyla-
tive conjectures?

Off Swamy Rock in Trinco
malee are the remains of an
carlier temple of Koneswaram
which went down under the
sea during one of the matine
denudations which had shaped
the present coastline of India
and Ceylon. Arthur Clarke,
Mike Wilsonand RodneyJonk-
laas have taken under-water
pictures of this Hindu temple
under the sea. There is con-
jecture  whether these were
part of the ruins of the temple
which had been in existence
at the time of Ravana, but
Ravana himself is a legendary
figure of shadowy mystery of

the earlier period of UFOs
and it is difficult to buyild
any theory about the granite
pillars and copper figurines
found in the sea-bed off Trin-
comalee.

MISSING RAIL WAG-
GONS. Whether the lost
Atlantis will be found off
Trincomalee is a proble-
matic question, but the miss-
ing railway waggons and carri-
ages, 375 of them, is a reality
which has foxed the Auditor
General of sriLanka. Tt would
appear that the Chief Mechani-
cal Engineer of the Ceylan
Governmeiit Railways had in-
formed he Auditor General,
Mr. D. R. Settinayake, in
reply to a query, that accord-
ing to a cemSus carried out
on June 4, 1970, “*375 carriages
and waggons were not trace-
able.” The Auditor General
did some sleuthing on his
own and traced 56 of the
missing 375, and thereafter
has called upon the General
Manager of the Railways to
furnish him with a report on
the balance.

1t istime that people reali-
sed that it would be in the
immediate national
of asriLanka to venture on
a quest (and exploration)
to find out what has hap-
pened to these 375 (less 56)
carriages and waggons (that
is, 319 of them). It is not €asy
to Spirit away railway Carriages
and waggons. It is not even
easy to cannibalise them and
remove the parts. Oue can
cannibalise one (or cven ten)
of them, but that is about the
giddy limit. Where have these
319 carriages ' and waggons
gone? They cannot disappear
into thin air. Could it be that
the suser-beings in the UFOs
who visited Ceylon took
them awayfor some unknown
reasons.
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According to the  Weekend
(leaning heavily on Arthur
Clarke) “it therefore cannot be
concluded that flying saucers
do not exist and that space
beings from some unknown
planet to not make ‘excur-
sions’ with a view to cdifying
themselves of the ' structure
of the Universe.”” Cur miss-
ing railway waggons and carri-
ages cannot add to knowledge
of the “structure of the
universe’’ of tlLe space beings
who have begun to haunt
the CEylon skies, and it
seems unlikely that ' the
UFOs have pinched the
missing railway  carriages
and waggons.

Or will Arthur Clarke and
Donald Walsh find these
319 railway carriages and
waggons (together with other
good things from sriLarka)
tucked away in a cofner in
the lost kingdom of Atlantis
inthe sea bed off Trincomalee?
May be there are some super-
beings from the lost kingdom
of Atjantis still alive—having
mastered the art of living
under the sea—and it may be
that they sneak into the com-
temporary kingdom (Soon to
be a republic) of sriLanka
and take away things like
railway carriages and waggons,
important files from govern-
ment departments, and 50 om
and se¢ forth—and thereby
create work for people like
the Auditor General, the
Police,leave alone other inter-
fering  busybodies who-
make a nuisance of them-
selves in this country.

GETITING JOBS ABROAD
Though Srilanka is a wonder-
ful place, many Young and
not so Young people, afe
looking for jobs abroad.
Even the Government wants
to send some of its educa}ed
youth to find jobs in Africa
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But the Government’s deci-
sign to permit doctors (and
other technically-qualified per-
sons) to find jobs abroad,
if they remitted a percentage
of the hard-currency earnings
back home, has created a
crisis in  our medical world.
Over three hundred doctors
fad quit the country in a
hurry—and there has arisen
an ucute shortage of doctors
in the health services of the
country. Now the Govern-
meént has placed a ban on
doctors leaving the country-
untilthey have served a mini-
mum of ten years in govern-
ment service after *qualify--
ing.

L]

But this has only increased
the desire to find some means
of getting out of this country
—this desire is not confined
to elements who are often
described zs  “enti-national’
by enthusifstic supporters of
the contemporary status quo
in Ceylon. All this natyrally
compels even this columpist
to glance at situations vacant
advertisenents in foreign pap-
ers that come his* way. A
recent edilion of the Straits
Times hud the two following
ads—just one zfter another:

YOUNG DANCE HOS-
TESSES REQUIREP. Air
passage, food, accomoda-
tion provided. Malaysion
citizen.  Proyen monthly
income  than M S 2000
neit. Interested  plegse
apply full particulars and
a recenl  photo (non-
returncblc) to lucky Caberet
and Night Club, Box £69,
Sandakan, Sabah. :

FACTORY GIRLS
WANIED. Skilled girls on

piece rate plus transportg-
tion gllowance 40 cents a

day. Unskilled four weeks
training $2.40 a day-
Bring Identity Card for.
interview to: Great Malay-
sia Mfg. Co, Ltd, No.
Tanglin Halt . Close, Singa-
pore 3.

The choice was clear and
regders can draw their own
conclusions. But there are
equally intriguing ads in
Ceylen papers. In a recent
edition of Weekend, there
were two ads, nicely juxtapos-
ed:

WANTED FAIR GIRL
to make offerings to Devas—
and attend to clerical work
With security. Salary over
Rs. 150/~ — 44, L. S
Road, Anurcdlepura.

WANTED WELL EX-

PERIENCED GIRLS 1o

build new radio sets and
convert batfery into irans
and mains. Salary over

350/- Rupa, 44 L. S. Road,
Anuradhapura.

It would be interesting to
visit this radio conversion fac-
tory at Anuradhayura where
offerings also scem to be
made tp Devas.

WOULD YOU BELIEVE
IT? In Ceylon, we are so
full of our country (and it’s
2500 ygars) and ourselves (in
the era of spcialism) that
we tend to ignore important
things which take place in
the rest of the world.

The New York Times,
recently reported (after the
Restonl Adventure in Pek-
ing) that open heart surgery
was performed on a womén
in China without the use

CONTEMPORARY NOTEBOO

of an apethestic. The patient
felt no pain and was fully
constious  throughout the
operation. Acupuncture need-
les were used instead of a

.. Conventional anzethestic. The

needles were ipserted into
the nerves in the areas
involved. Two were inserted
in each wrist and one in
each forcarm. Why the
needles cause a numbness so
that the pain in a serious
operation is not felt is not yet.
understood by western medi-
cine men.

Can  acupuncture help us
to forget the rising cost of
everything we least and every
taing we need?

It 1s said thaton an average-
$115 is spent yeerly on each
of the 26,CC0 (0 czanine pets
in the United Stitec—a total
of 83,000,0C0,C0. Tkisis one
way of money going to the
dogs.

In Ceylon money goes
to the dogs in several other
ways—than what is spent on
our canines.

Today, the Fnglish
language hes  tre lergest
and most varied vocabulary
of all langfuages, about
600,0C0 worcs. Mcst people
use only a smzll frection ip
everyday speech. English
has  incorporiied wordg
from man IEI;[IELES intg
its vocabuiary: piane from
Italian, fiesta frem Spenish,

vodka from Russicn, sager-
krapt from Germen. tema-
hawk from the American

Indian, igloo from tihe Eskimo,
blue from the Frepch, and
these are only z few of the
thousands of words taken
over.

No wonder Minister Badiu-
din Mohamud xow wants
English made compulsory ip
Ceylon !
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THE GREAT BIG MYSTERY-1

Snow Bailing $aga of Crime,

Fraud and Forgery

Political averiones Threaten

to Eavelop this Multi-Racket

by Tribune's

FOR OVER TWO
MONTHS, this has been the
talking point in politieal, diplo-
matic and business, circles in
Colombo.

It all staried very innocen-
tly towards the end of June
(or thereabouts) when a forei-
gner who had come to Ceylon
sometime in March was arres-
ted on a complaint that he
was trying to leave the country
without paying his hotel bills
which had amounted to very
nearly Rs. 60,000_ He had been
at the hotel with his family and
had endeavoured to do big
business in exporting lobs-
ters and prawns and even
produyce a fiim on Ceylon.
Most of the family had lefi; the
wife and some children to
Australia; and whilst he was
stopped when trying to get to
]ndm through Talaimannar,
one of his sons accompanied
by a friend was taken off a
plane in th¢ mosi dramatic
manner at Katunzyake,

This gentie:asn was produ-
eed in Court for trying to
sngak out of the country with-
eut prying his hotel bills and
his Counselin Couit had made
a cryptic remark that it was

TRIBUNE, SEPTEMBER 15,

Private Eye

safer for his client to be in
remand than to be enlarged
on bail—which was fixed at
very nearly the sum the hotel
claimed he owed them. But,
on the pair taken into custody
for questioning at Katunayake
are said to have beendocuments
of the most explosive nature.

It had, as stated earlier,
started very innocently with a
civil claim for unpaid hotel
bills. But it intrigued many,
at that. stage, how any hotel
would have let any inmate to
accumulate bills to total over
haif a lakh of rupces. Every
hotel in the woild, and Ceylon
is no exception, insists that
hotel bilis are settled every
week, even by the best of
customers. And, the crvptic
remarks of the lawyer had
made many to sit up.

IN THE PAST, Ceylon has
one or two crimes of enbez-
ziement and fraud which had
drawa world atteation. In the
1953-54 period, Emil Savun
nayagrin had created crime
hisiory waen he collected few

miilions in siecling from the
Chinese goyvernnent on a ship-
mz21t of ol waich had never
ta'ten plice. Oa bogas bills
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of lading in favour of a
company in Ceylon, floated
only for that purpose, the
great Emil had persuaded a
bank in Europe to pay for a
shipment that was never made.
A Chinese who had come to
“look into the matter” disap-
peared from the General Hos-
pital in Colomto without a
trace.

Emil later reneated the story
with rice shipments to Goa,
but on that occasion he was
hauled before the Courts in
Belgium, but he managed to
get away on various technica-
lities of the law. Emil, with
other exploits of a lesser cali-
bre to his credit, created his-
tory in England when a super-
duper Insurance Co. he ran
collapsed with millions of
pounds vanishing into thin
air. But the arm of the British
law is long, and Emil could not
get away this time. He is now
seTving a prison senience in
Wormwood Scrubbs.

He has been ranked as one
of the top brains in the global
hierarchy ©f men who think
that it is easier (and better) to
make money quick bydriving
a*‘coach and four” (in the wor-
ds of the great Emil) through
the law to cheat some rich
people or some wealthy govern-
ment of & few miflions. Emil
has a ChdpL(!I‘ all to himself in
a book published sometime ago
about internationzl crime in
post-second-world war period.

BUT EMIL was a lone
ranger. He operated on his own
with one or two willing csso-

ciaies who we'e depencent
on him for brains end money.
It would be difficuit for any

country to produce the likes
of him twice in the Same cen-
tary, and even Cey on would
not be able to do b ter.



But the story which has
now begun to unfold itself even
between the lines, ever since
a foreigner, was held for
not paying his hotel bills—
thregtens to put the saga of
Emil Savundranayagam into the
shade. It does wot seem to be
one single brain that has master-
minded the most fascinating
Story in the amnals of crime
butea collective effort hinging
on greater and lesser brains
which seem 8 have been
afflicted by the prevailing mal-
ady to get rich quick anyhow,
anytime.

]

From reports whith have
appeared in the newspapers,
foreign con-men who get ad
Iib credit in hotels, leading
hoteliers, lawyers, gem mer-
chants, financiers, contractors,
textile magnates, brokers, con-
tact men, politicians, bureau-
crats, retired dfficials, dazzling
beauties indhe cocktail circuit,
have all been questioned—
and some are said to be held
sine die.

It started with stories of
straightforward gem.smuggling.
It went on to exchange control
evasionand the blackmarket in
foreign currency. It was spiced
with narcotics. Then came a
bombshell with a political
flavour with the financing of
the insurgency movement. Sto-
ries of cheques which bounced
(in foreign banks), of forged
cheques, of forged drafis and
even' blank forged cheque
leaves on internationally
reputed banks all came
tumbling in one  after
another. Then came counter-
feit US dollars and Ceylon
rupees—with a hoard of Rs. 12
million counierfeit Indian notes
. thrown in good measure. Com-
missions on contracts for major
projects added spice to the
gossip.
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From Colombo the inves-
tigations had gone to London,
Paris, Singapore, Hongkong
and Bangkok. The US secret
service in charge of counter-

feit notes came info thp scene. .
Itis reported thatthe Singapore

Police, the Indian Police, the
Scotland Yard and the Ceylon

Police had to put their heads.

together with the INTERFOL
lending more than a hand in
the investigations. Many coun-
tries" have come into the
picture in Asia, Furope and
America—including Spain
(Ceylon has no extradicticn
treaties with Spain), Switzer-
land, West Germany, Australia
andevena country in Eastern
Eurgope. All this makes a
tangled mass of confusion.

THIS CRIME OF THE
CENTURY, against this coun-
fry and its people, (and pér-
haps other countries and its
peoples), burst open at a time
when the country had not yet
recovered from the armed insur-
rection which had began on
April 5. Nearly 14,000 persons
are still in custody for political
reasons, and nothing can be
published without the leave
and licence of the Comptent
Authority.

This censorship of news has
undopbtedly assisted the police
in their investigations, and
has prevented many from being
alerted prematurely, and docu-
ments could not be destroyed.
And now, even Court proce-
edings” cannot be reported
without an okay from the
CA. This is no doubt intended
to prevent the premature pub-
lication of news—setting out
names and the like. Until the
Police have a water-tight case,
it may be inadvisable to
publish names of those held or
questioned—and these might
transpire in court proceedings.

THE GREAT BIG MYSTERY-1

Big names and big persongali-
ties are invelved. The case may
even impinge into the realm of
politics and the insurgency.
Much as one would desire a
free press, where everything fit
to be printed can be printed, it
is clear that we live in troubled
times when the news has to be
filtered through the sieve of
what is considered ‘‘national
interest*’,

The mystery is growing day
by day. It would be best to
trace the highlights from pub-
lished press reports.

THE FIRST HINT, that
something “big”” wzs  brew-
ing came in the Weekend,
July 7,1971, with the headline
INTERPOL HERE TO
CRACK OPEN THE GEM
RACKET. This is Low the
Teport read:“Top Notch Inter-
Pol operatives are due here
to crack down on the Iater-
national ring suspected to be
master mirds bekind tke gems
by book post. Interpol men
it is learnt, will meet the
Police, Customs, Postal and
other authorities Lere in order
to collect vitel information
that will help them bare the

internationz! crcoks behind
the operation.
“Ceylon recently sought

Interpol help following the
detection of thice packets
of gems worth over three
million rupees. Tlese gems
were concee'cd in pzperback
novels and were 10 te air-
mailed to Singarore. Criminal
Investigation Lep:atn ent offi-
cials who a2re piolirg into this
matter zlorg with Customs
authorities have forrd that the
sender’s name given in these
book parcels were fctitious.
An Investigation fe: m is likely
to go to Singaroic.”
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After thit, there were litile
bits and pieces in the papers,
but it was in the Weekénd of
August 22, 1971, that it became
clear that the affair had
began to SNOWBALL —after
an lmportant link had been
taken in for questioning on
August 17/18. The report read
“Scotland Yard assistance is
to be Sought to track down on
a selfistyled aircraft magnate
who has diddled Ceylon to the
tune of several thousands of
rupees in fdreign exchange.
This playboy aircraft magnate
is said to have come to Ceylon
in a jet powered aircraft in
March, this year, and Spent a
month frequenting our beaches
and night spots, He had made
two abodes, one at Negombg
and another in a posh subur-
ban hotel and had been shun-
ting to and from in His aircraft.
Ona day in April, he is said to
have motored down from his
hotel to the Ratmalana airport
where his aircraft was and
taken off after informing
officials he was heading for
Katunayake.

"He had, however, not pro-
ceeded to his destihation but
instead is believed to have
proceeded to Madras leaving
behind a bill of several thous-
and rupeesinforeign exchange.
This was for refuelling and
servicing facilities to his air-
craft for one month. This
aircraft magnate is believed to
to have described himself as a
Britisher.

“Criminal Investigation Dep-
artment operatives who are
probing a powerful smuggling
racket suspect this self-styled
aircraft magnate to be a cout-
ier. They believe he could
provide the answers to some
‘inferesting’ questions that
have come up during theirin-
vestigations. Hence the appeal
to Scotland Yard. A dossier
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on this ‘magnate’, it is learnt,
is being prepared for Scotland
Yard perusal”.

Whatseemed a straight for-
ward crime stoty began to have
“a political flavour by the
end of August. The Weekend
of August 29, 1971, refiected
thisin a report with the head-
line: TREASON CHARGES
ON BIG TIME RACKET-
EERS. The report stated:

“Charges of treason are to
be framed on certain persons
who are alleged to have been
involved in a multi-faceted
racket involving foreign ex-
change frauds, smuggling and
espiopage, the WEEKEND
reliably  understands. The
WEEKEND in its issue of
July 30 exclusively revealed
that the Crimipal Investiga-
tion Deparfment has been
called in to crack the cryst of
what is believed to be one of
the biggest multi-faceted rack-
ets in the country. The CID
it is reliably learnt has success-
fully obtained the assistance of
the Interpol to track down the
whereabouts of certain big
names who are wanted in
connection with this case. Arra-
ngements are now being initia-
ted to bring them back to the
country.

“According to informed
sources charges against the
persons involved are to be
made immediately the inves-
tigations are completed. Seve-
ral persons have been guestio-
ned and their statements.
recorded, the sources added.
Criminal spvestigations Depart-
ment operatives are understood
to have conducted a thorough
search into the books of
accounts and other documents
in the possession of a leading
business magnate in this con-
nection recently”. :
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THE GREAT BIG MYSTERY-1

What the Weekend had
startéd in .ts issue of July 30,
had’ only stressed the ““multi-
faceted™ character of the crime
under investigation, and even
what was stated inthe Weekend
report of August 29, did not
make many realise the political
overtones which had began to
envelop the affair. Under the
headline: LAWYER IN CUS-
TODY OVER CHEQVE
DEAL WITH FOREIGN
EMBASSY, tke Weekend of
September, 5, stated “A pro-
minent left wing politico who
is also a lawyer has been taken
into custody by the CID for
questioning over an alleged
cheque d2al amounting to Rs.
100,000 with a foreign
embassy—".

THIS MADE many to sit up
and think and the mystery
beganto deepen with another
item in the same issue:

Under the headline: INTER-
POL & FBI OPERATIVES
JOIN CID  INVESTIGA-
TIONS...... LOCAL MASTER-
MINDS BEHIND COUNTER
FEIT DOLLARS...... NEW
LIGHT ON CEYLON’S BIG-
GEST MULTI-RACKET. .the
Weekend reported:*Was a city
resident, who has made big
money in the sport of kings,
the master mind of a large
scale racket in printing counter
feit American Dollars and
Ceylon Rupees in Singapore?
This appears to be the Sen-
sational turn the CID investi-

ations have taken following
another week of inquiri#s. Top
CID investigators now pro-
bing what is believed to be
one of [East’s most Sen-
sational cases involving smug-
gling, espionage and currency
rackets, have discovered that
these fake dollars and rupees
-hive been printed in Singapore
in the bigger denominations.
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“According to  informed
sources, the Interpol, Federal
Buteau of Investigation of the
United States and the Singa-
pore Police have been calied
in to follow up the case. Inter-
pol and Singapore officials,
these sources said, are already
here and an FBI agent is
expected sometime next week.

ID investigators have ques-
tioned several VIPs in regard
to this case including a known
name in the bgnking circies,
a Bank official, head of a siate
corporation, a distinguished
citizen in the textile trade, a
well known figure in financial
circles, an employee of a Fort
Jewellery firm, a wedl known
financier and his wife. Many
others, it i8 learat, are to be
quizzed.

“In addition to Jhe well
known name in the sport of
kings thoSe who are understood
to be under, detention, it
is learnt, area leading hotelier
a lawyer cftm small time poli-
tician, a business man and &n
American. A searching probe
intg this multi-faceted racket
began with the detention of
two foreign nationals at the
Bandaranaike International
Airport in July, this year.
A team of senior Customs
afficials headed by the Frinci-
pal Collector of Customs,
Mr. D. B. I. P. S. Siriwar-
dhana, who zpprehended them
when they were about to board
an aircraft, it i3 understood,
took into possession certzin
valuable documents. Following
this CID operatives were called
n’’,

On that Sunday, September
5, the Observer and the Times
Weekender had also spread ban-
net headiine* on the front-
page about this affair which had
become the talk of the fown.
T he Observer (5-9-71) with the
heading:  MULTI-MILLION

i1

DEALS PROBED .. FAR
FLUNG. INVESTIGATIONS
STILL GO ON. .reported that:
“A massive, far-flung Inves=
tigation conducted jointly by
the customs, Police, the CID,
and International
tions including Interpol and
Scotland Yard during the last
few weeks has exposed a multi-

million rupee operation cover--

ring a range of illegal activities.
Investigations (which are still
going on) cover, émong other
activities, the following:

“Cem smuggling; dealing in
foreign currency and gold;
Narcotics; Espionage; Diver-
sion of foreign money (o
political purposes; Financing of
insurgent activities.

“*So far among the persons
taken inio custody are 4
hotelier, a well-known bookie,
three lawyers, a businessman
with internafional connections
plus a director of a manufac-
turing concern with export
connections in non-treditional
goods and a foreign project
contract man. Infernational
ofganisations heve also helped
in the duestioning abroad of
some Ceylonese nationzls inc-
luding businessimen owning
flats in the Hast and a politico
with business conneCtions in
the West. In the City lasi week
Speculative estimates of the
racket ranged as high as £9.3
million.
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“It is understood that per-
sons taking part in one illegal
operation were un-2ware that
moniss gained were being uti-
lised *to finance other deals.
1t is also wunderstcod that
investigators hLave reason to
believe that forged dollar notes
have been circulating in Ceylon,
and hed been uysed to finance
cerfain operations. These nofcs,
naturally, have duped locel
personnel dealing in the black-

Organisa- .
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market who have shelled out
in local currency. Forged
Chegques on foreign banks have
also been used.

“The investigations, which
began with the arrest of a for-
eigner who had valuable docu-
ments listing some operatious,
grew wider and wider when
under questioning more and
more names emeiged. Persons
questioned have included pub-
lic figures, top public sector
men, top lawyers and business-
men.

“Top Government sources
have indicated tkat under no
circumstances will tiiere be any
interference with tke investi-
@ations that are now going on
wherever the inferests of
national security are involved.
The houses teco of certain
personnel have been searched
including those of non-national
businessmen, manufactyrers
and prominent professional
men. Specialinvestigationt have
centred so far around the
international businessman, ex-
porters and gems tourist trade
in the Far East currency—
as well as the possibility of
Ceylon being a distributing
centre for narcotics. There is
alsp the belief in the City that
one person wanted for ques-
tioning has evaded investigators
abroad and is now believed to
be in Spain. Investigators have
made it known that there will
be no let-upin their probe until
all the various divergent aspects
have been fully exposed’.

No names were mentioned
but the descrivticn of the
persons in custcdy hed set
the ball rolling—in a guessing
g2me in which knowledgeable
persons wete akle to  hit
the bull's eye every time.

On the szme Sundey, the
Times Weekender hil the news-
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tands with the banner head-
line: BIG GEM RACKET:
*YARD’ TAKES CEYLO-
NESE FOR QUESTIONING:
DID ANTI-NATIONAL
ELEMENTS
reported that:

“Have large-scale gem smug-
gling and forged foreign cur-
rency rackets helped anti-natio-
nal elements in the country?
This is the matter now being
probed by top Criminal Inves-
tigations Department officials
.with the help of Inferpol. Big
businessmen, - lawyers, jewel-
lers and several others are
being grilled by the CID who
are carrying out relentless
investigations fo find out whe-
ther these rackets had any
connexion with anti-national
activities in the Country.

“The investigations follow
an outright drive by the
Government to combat illegal
activities of this nature. A
thick veil of secrecy envelops
the inquiries of the CID who
have grilled suspects for several
weeks, From the investigations
made by CID officials who are
assisted by Interpol it has
beenrevealed that three wealthy
Ceylonese are syspected of
being involved in gem-Smug-
gling and forged foreign cur-
rency racket involying several
million rupees. A person taken
in for questioning has been
removed to Scotland Yard,

“Anofficialinvestigator from
Interpol is now in the Island
probing the assets of these
three people, both in Ceylon
g,nd abroad Several allegedly
incriiinating documents in
conn€xion with this racket are
now in the hands of Interpol.
Investigations are also being
centred on Ceylonese and
foreigners who are suspected to
have miet these people here.
The Customs have also for the
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BENEFIT?... .

past few weeks conducted
raids on several business estab-
lishments and printing presses
in various parts of the fountry
in this connextion’’.

On September 6, 1971, the
Ceylon Daily Mirror stepped
in with a front page banner:
GEM- CUM- CURRENCY
RACKET......... POLITICO
LAWYER QUIZZED |N
LONDON....and stated...«<A
Ceylonese politician and a
lawyer have been questioned
in London by a team of British
detectives dand placed under
sutrveillance in connection with
an allegedly massive gem-cum-
currency racket. They have
been banned from leaving
London until further orders.
The questionitlg of these two
persons is understood to be
linked with a top level probe
into the gem-and-currency rac-
ket involving several highly~
placed persons in Ceylon and
abro:d. Interpol 2nd the Secret
Services of certain countries
working together are reported
to have uncovered the massive
racket which had evaded detec-
tion for years.

“These concerted investiga-
tions have, it is understood,
stumbled on information of
great political significance, Tts
ramifications corld lead to
repercussions in lhe inter-
nalionalarenainrelation to the
recent uprising in Ceylon,
according to informed sources.
The political aspect of the
probte is believed to revolve
round a 50,000 dollar ch>que
drawn in favour of a foreign
bank by a foreign Embassy
and cashed locally before April
this year. Did the bouncing of
this cheque start a chain of
events which led to the present
probe ? Did the belated honou-
ring of the cheque cause panic
in certain quarters which resyl-
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ted inthe cat being let out of the
bag? Answers to these and
other questions are being
sought by investigators in the
capitals of a number of coun-
tries™,

The fat was in the fire.

The story began to snowball
in a big way by leaps and
bounds. Politics had become
entangled with crime.

To be continued
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HEADLINES

August 21 — Angust 31

SATURDAY, AUGUST 21:—The curfew
which had been relaxed to operate only in the
Western Province. was re-introduced from today
in Anuradhapura, Puttalam, Vavuniya, and
Polonnaruwa districts. Wide powers will be
vested in the Minister of Education in the
running of the new integrated University of
Ceylen which will absorb the campuses at
Peradeniya, Coldmbo, Vidyalankara and Vid-
Yodaya. Several parts.of the country are faced
with the threats of the floods and Ratnapura
and Avissawela are virtually cut from the rest
of the country. The Prime Minister, Mrs.
Sirimavo Bandaranaike, is reported to have made
it clear to those who requested the Govern-
ment to recognise the *“Bangal Desh Govt”
that the Ceylon Government would not offici-
ally intervene.in any matter connected with the
“Bangla Desh’’ issue as it considers it an inter-
nal matter for Pakistan to settle, India has
asked Ceylon to initiate proposals on the
joint projects the two countries should under-
take. Egypt, Libya, and Syria yesterday agreed
on a constitution for the Federation of Arab
Republics which they plan to set up next
year. Leftwing workers iyesterday_ set up their
own military commend fo defend the Govern-
ment of President Juan Torres as a right-wing
revolt flared in Eastern Bolivia. Indian Prime
Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, is expected to
visit Washington in the Autumn to confer
with President Nixon. Soviet Communist
Party Chief Leonid Brezhnev will discuss China
with President Tito during his visit *to Yugo-
slavia.

. SUNDAY, AUGUST 22:—Aquisition of
land has been temporarily suspended by the
Land Commissioner’s Department, after the
Prime Minister’s recent order that the indis-
criminate aquisition of land should be stopped
forthwith. Foreign Exchange for traveilling
abroad for purposes of export promotion,

will be granted. According to Customs sources
~ one lakh of rupees is repatriated to India
daily allegedly by ‘agents’ of certain non-
national textile and garment manufacturing
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tycoons using the simple method of the parcel
post of the GPO. The Army has resumed its
campaign against illicit immigrents Znd smug-
gling with the usual vigour. Employees of the
Ceylon Transport Board totalling about 76,000-
will soon enjoy pension rights and the conces-

'sion of free railway warrants. According to

Weekend, the*flying saucer’ which could well be
the same one that was spotted earlier at Hewa
heta, was seen over Mawarals yesterday by
several security servicemen who were at night
duty at the policy station. In a press statement
issued yesterday the Ministry of Justice denied
néws reports published in- certzin newspapeérs
that large number of persons, now being held
In custody for suspecied insurgent activities,
will be released shortly. Ruiucnicn President
Nicolae Ceausescu, speaking at the 150th
anniversary of Rumanian Revolutionary move-
ment, said that the Soviet Union could
no longer be the one world cenire of commu
nism. Israeli Defence Minisier Mosl.e Dayan
yesterday urged Israel to make cfforts towards
a political settlement with it’s Are.b nigighbours
as an alternative to renewed weuifire, A Soviet
journal yesterday accused Chin: of atien pting
to divide socialist countries in Ezstern Europe,
and warned that Russia was not zlirmed by
the Western flirtation with Fexing.

MONDAY, AUGUST 23:—-Sweep_ing
changes are to be mace in the isiend’s Defepe
ce Forces and theé police with Cey'on becoming
a republic. The second stage in Leylon’s Petro-
leum exploration project will gt under way
early mnext year. Reciuitneni o fle Ceylon
Transport Board will be frozen wt tle present.
level until the Board’s fintnces cirib out of
the red. According to National Youlh Setrvice
Council, the services of 25,04 ¢ youlls between
the ages of 14 and 25 are to be wiilised for Nate
ional Development. Bomb.y onicus will be
available in the market  scon. Janata
Committee Commissioner, Mr. L:onel Fer-
nando, said yesterday that Jenaic Committees
will be kgpt above party politics =nd that the
nominatigns sent 'by every politicsi party for
membership will be judged purely on merit.
The Mahanayake Theros of Muiwatte and
Asgiriya Chapter boycotted the ceremony
of unveiling by Minisier of Culiursl Affairs,
Mr. S. 8. Kulatilake, of 2 pl.que on one of the
pillars demarcating the Muligiwa 2nd Palace
Square area as a Protected sree. Ceylen gained
one of her greatest victorivs in Spoit with a
5-3 triumph over World Ping-Pong Champions
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China in the Second Test at Jaffna yesterday.
After fierce fighting between leyalist troops
backing left-wing President Juan Torres and
rebel forces, the loyalist troops surrendered
to Rightist Army rebels yesterday night.
Israel last night officially announced a 20
per cent devzluation following a dramatic
4-hour night session of the Cabinet. Pakistan’s
Foreign Secretary Sultan Mohammed Khan
has denied that China and his country wese
concluding a defence treaty.

TUESDAY, AUGUST  24:—Ceylon’s
willingness to help stop any further escalation
.in tension 2nd ensure peace in East Pakistan
has betn conveyed by the Prime Minister,
Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike, in a letter to
Pakistan’s. President Yahya Khan. Clerical
servants with ten years service could soon git
for the competitive Ceylon Administrative
Service Examination. In an emergency session
today, the Ceylon Monetary Board will decide
on what sfeps Ceylon should adopt to weather
the interneztional monetary crisis following
Presicen. Nixon’s decision to suspend tempo-
rarily the gold backing of the US dollar. A
chaifl of folk muscums are to be set up in the
provincial czapitals. The Dept. of Railways will
shortly embark on 2 new development pro-
gramme prepared for the elecinfication of
railways. The Government is actively consi-
dering the setiing up of a fiee trace zone in
Trincomalee. The Minister of Education, Dr.
Badi-ud-din Mohmud, has recommended the
abolition of the General Certificate of Edu~
cation (Advenced Level) Examination fiom
next year. Rightwing Army fuciions wee in
firm conirol of Bolivia yesierday af ér ous'ing
leftwing Presicent Juzn Jose Torres in g 4 dey
revolt which left an estimated 100 people dead.
Vice Presicent Nguyen Czo Ky withdrew from
South Viefnam’s Oclober Presidential tzce
yesterday finally dashing Awerican hopes for
a coniesied ecleclion, Indonesia yesierday
devalued the Rupizh by 9.5 per cent zgeinst
the American dollar. :

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25:— The
Minister of Finznce, Dr. N. M. Perera, suid
yesterdey that the foreign exchénge rite of
the Ceylon rupee to the doliar end othier foreign
currencies would be reviewed forthwith., ihe
Governmnent is now formulating 2 scheme
to establish a new bank—the Agriculiural
Development Bank of Ceylon. Under a new
programme worked out by ‘the. Industrial
Development Board, every clectorate will Lave
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a minimum of three: Industrial projects. Govern-
ment Agents will have a new designation soon
and they will be known as Commissioners of
Development and they will be given full powers
under the Divisional Development Councils
o initiate, implement and Supervise projects
undertaken by the Council. The Bolideys Bill
was passed by the Senate yesterday. The Minis-
try of Education has decided to take over 38
estate schools. The strength of the Royal
Ceylon Navy and its fleet is likely to be increa-
sed substantially in the near future. The Minis-
try of Justice has decided that the Judiciary
should dispose of Appeal cases in the order in
which they are filed instead of catering to the
convenience of the lawyers. Japan todey ruled
out any revaluation of yen in the immezdiate
future. The Press Foundation of Asia Assembly,
now being held in Bu.li, debated relations
berween Press and Government in national
securl'y matters with relevance to current
problems in India, Ceylon 2nd Singapore.
Yashington, Paris, London, West Berlin and
Bonn yesterday - welcomed the four-power
agret: ent on the statuys of Berlin. India beat
Eng i for the first time in the Final Cricket
Test yesterday to win the Series.

THURSDAY, AUGUST 26:—The Govern-
ment is now éxamining a blueprini on ‘the
lines on which the Collective Farms should be
set up. The Central Committee of the Ceylon
Communist Party, in a resolution recently
passed at its meeting which discussed the
eyents of April 5th, has stated that the armed
attack, launched on 5th April, 1971 in order to
overthrow the United Front Government
was, In essence, reactionary and pofentially
counfer-evolutionary’. Fincnce Minister, Dr.
N. M. Perera, will present his second ‘Mini-
Budget’ to the House ~of Representatives on
Seplember 7. An estimated 34,450 unemployed
persons would be found employment in the
country’s transport services under a five-year
expansion programyne worked out by . the
Trensport Comiittee of the Ministry of Plan-
ning and Employment. For the first time in
the Education history a Teacher-Training
School for Aesthetic Studies is to be set up
by the Government. Mr. Walter Jayawardene
QC, Perinznent Secretary to the :Ministry of
Constitutional Affeirs, will be Ceylon’s- first
Ambussador to Yugoslavia. The - Indien
Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Geondhi, has
written- to the Prime Minister, Mrs. Bandera
naike, requesting her to use hér good . office’
to ensure the safety of the East Bengali leader
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Sheik Mujibur Rahman, Soviet Communist
Party Leader Leonid Brezhnev will pay an
-official visit to France in October. The Euro-
pean Cormimon Market gave notice yesterday
thatit reserves the right to retaliate if President
Nixon’s temporary surcharge on imports inwo
United States is not quickly removed. Sydney
surgeons have performed a successful open-

« heart operation on a 2-day old baby boy at'the
‘Royal Alexandra Hospital.

FRIDAY, AUGUST 27:—In a dynamic
‘re-org2nisation scheme, the Boards of Direc-
tors of all industrial corporations under the
Ministry of Industries are to be scrapped and
in their stead, a single director will be appointed
to head each Corporation. Several more reha-
bilitation centres af: to be set up to house
those who are in custody in connection with
insurgent activity. All private and public sector
industries will come under the administration
and control of eight separate corporations
known, as the Sectoral Development Corpora-
tions. An expanded program of Indo-Ceylon
economic co-operation including joint indus-
trial vertusés and - local goods for Indian
markets i5 expected following an exchange of
corresponatnee between Prime Minister Mrs.
Bandarznaike and Indian Premier Mrs. Indira
Gandhi. The Minister of Finance, Dr- N. M
Perera, announced yesterdey that the number
«f pawn brokering branches of the Pcople’s
Bank will be increased shortly. The Govern-
ment has decided to take strong measures to
prevént the employment of illegal immigrents
and non-Ceylonese whose visas have expired.
The Soviet Gove nment yesterdey accused China
of trying to impede European security and
gain ideological allies by shaking up the Com-
munist bloc. Deposed - President Juan Torrés
of Bolivia flew to exile in Peru last night,
calling on his supporters to comServe - their
strength for the next round of the. struggle
against ‘‘fascist agression”. Senator. Edward
Kennedy -said yesterday  thatthe , Nixon
Adminisiration should. consider breaking dip-
lomatic relations with Pakistan. |

; i

.SAT{JRD.!’&\Y, AUGUST 2%:—The Prime
Minlsf._cr,., Mrs. Sirimavo »Bandaranaike, has!
in her| capucity us’ Minister of Plann'ng 2nd
Econlomic Afiuics approved the es'ablishment
«0f 258 de «elonment pprojects in fhe agricyltural
and Industrial sectors by Divisional Levclop-
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ment Councils. Reconsideration of the proposssis
to set up Collective and Co-operative Fanma
has been advised by Professor .Rene Dumont
who was assigned by the Ministry of Planning
to examine Government’s Agricultural Pro-
posals for 1972-1976. The Minister of Indus-
tries and Scientific Affairs, Mr. T. B. Suba-
singhe, who went to Jaffna on a 3:day visit,
was given . a rousing welcome. The Trade
Ministry has decided to standardise prices to
provide the large majority of consumers with
essential items cheaper. Every village will have
the services of a Justice of Peace when Janata
Committees begin functioning from next month.
Every Bill for a law will be published in the
Garzette in Sinhala and in Tamil traaslation at
least 7 days before it is placed on the Order
Book of the Nationul Assembly which would
be set up under the New Republican Consti-
tution. James Reston, Vice President of the
New York Times, on his arrival from Chipa
yesterday, said that President Nixon is unlikely
to get anything out of his visit to Peking in
terms of any concessions by China. Prime
Minister Kirti Nidhi Bista of Nepal rosiried
last night following criticism of the MNepal
Parliament by King Mahendra. The Japznese
Finance Ministry in 2 dramatic announcement
last might, said that Japan would:allow the
Yen to float from Saturday.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 29:—The. Minister
of Education, Mr. Badi-ud-din Mahmud, in
a press interview, has stated that teachers
would ' be given political rights from next
year. Weekend, pointing the sudden departure
of five top leaders of the Communist Party
(Moscow Wing) to the Soviet Unign, raised a
big question whether this sudden secretive
‘vacation” has been arranged by thé CP top
echelons to persuade Mr. Pieter Kueneman,
the Minister of Housing and Construction,
to agree to the proposed breakaway {rom the
United front Government. According to ihe
the Ministry of Plantation Induystrigs, local
spices will get a big boost in the: foreign market
soon. Tamil Officers of the Official %rﬁguage
Departinent ‘have asked the Prime. Miuisier,
Mrs. Sirimavo  Bandaranaike, 10" &proint a
committee to enguire into theit hkllegztiodi 'of
anti~-Tamil activities by the Departincntal
Authotities. Mr. Arthur Bottomeély, Cémmon
wealth' Secretary in the last Labour Govern-
ment in Britain,” arrived in Ceylon ‘Wesieréay
afrernoom-on a 3-dayrprivate visit:: The noriina-
tion for Ratnapura by-election has been post-
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poned because of the operation of Part II of
the Publc Security Ordinance in the area com-
prisiifs the Ratnapura Electoral District.
Indonesian Foreign Minister Adam Malik
said yesterday that Indonesia would release
22,000 Communist detainees by the end of
this year. The Soviet Union yestetday launched
“Cosmos-435" to carry on scientific explos-
tions in the near-earth space. Chinese Prime
Minister Chou En-lai has denied press asser-
tions that the Peking-Washington dialogue
could lead to tension in Europe.

MONDAY, AUGUST 30:—The Perman-
ent Secretary to the Ministry of Defence and
External Affairs, Mr. Arthur Ratnavale, said
- yesterday in a press interview that the Govern-
ment would clamp down on any attempts by
the foreigners to use Ceylon as a base for anti-
Pakistan propaganda. Simultanaeously with
the promulgation of the Republican Consti-
tution, legislation will be introduced by the
Govt. delegating the powers, privileges, immu-
nities aund rights now held by the Queen to the
President and members of the Council of
Ministers. The Cabinet Committee on the
Cost of Living has directed the Ministry of
jndusiries and Scientific Affzirs not to dgree
to a price revision of locally manufactured
synthetic textiles. Waste and corruption in
Government Departments, Statutory Boards
and Corporations will be made public offences.
Most of the undeveloped lands in Jaffnd,
mainly Crown lands claimed by the private
parties on doubtful deeds, will be acquired and
utilised for various development projects,
No private contractor will henceforth be given
contracts in local bodies and in territorial
development schemes. Sudanese President,
Gaafar El Nimeiry, has asked Egyption Pre-
sident Anwar Sadat to mediate between Sudan
and the Soviet Union. Prohibition ended last
night in the South Indian State of Tamil Nadu
after being in force for more than 23 years.
Indian Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi,
said yesterday that the recently sighed traaty
with the Soviet Union would deter Pakistan
from any “rash adventurism’’ against India.

TUESDAY, AUGUST 31:—The Govern-
ment has decided to withdraw the concession
allowed to old entrant public servants to retire
prematurely asthey had not aquired proficiency
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in the Official Languages. The ne'w insect pest--
Promecotheca Cummingii, which attacks co--
Conut trees is spreading at an alarming rate.
Three Co-operative Farms will shortly be
set up in the Colombo District. The Co-opera-
tive Wholesale Establishment is to cease opera-
ting its net-work of retail shops shortly. The
Ministry of Education is considering a proposat
for setting up of an Institute of English with a
view of intensifying the training of English
teachers. The Government has refused visas-
to the South Indian film star, M. R. Radha,
and a party of 32 to visit Ceylon for a series of”
stage performances. Soviet Presicent Nikolai
Podgorny will lead a Soviet Communist Farty
and Governmental delegation on a friendly
visit to North Vietnam at the beginning of
October. The world’s fourth Bangla Desh
mission was officially opened in New Delhi
yesterday. The Central Committee of Arab
Socialist Union yesterday approved the draft
Constitutiam of the Federation of Arab Repub-
lics embracing Egypt, Libya and Syria. About
1,100 people have died in the monsoon floods.
ravaging Northern and Eastern India.
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COALITION GOVERNMENTS IN CEYLON—4

APPRAISAL: WHY COALITIONS
BECAME NECESSARY ?

-

#y Urmila Phadnis

This is the concluding
instalment of a paper read
by Urmila Phadnis, of the
School of International
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi at
the SEMINAR ON POLI--
TICS OF COALITION
GOVERNMENT IN IN-
DIA, sponsgred by the
Indian Institute of Ad-
vanced Study, Simla, at
the end of last year. This
paper was entitled POLITI-
CS OF COALITION-GO-
VERNMENTS IN CEY-
LON, and it had been
included in the Seminar’s
programme because the
politics- on the Indian
continent are in many ways |
inter-linked with the poli- |
tics of Ceylon. !

_ It is interesting to note that
the highly participant literate
electorate of Ceylon has sought
.change but within a frame-
work. It has favoured neither
new parties nor the too radical
.ones. The complete rout of
the ‘non-recognised’ CCP
(Peking Wing) and the LSSP
(Revolutionary) jn 1965 elec-
tion as well as of the commu-
nal DMK, 2nd Sinhala Maha-

a7

Jana Pakshaya (SMP—Sinha-
les¢ People’s Party) in 1970
elections, along with the gra-
dual diminution of perso-
sonality parties, like the MEP
and the JVP, bear testimony
to this. To some extent the
electoral laws of = Ceylon,
giving certain special conces-
sion to recognised parties
during elections, have also
discouraged in effect, the emer-
gence of election-eve mush-
room parties. As such,however,
a large number of parties,
those with political credi-
bility, are neither high today
nor seem to have the poten-
tial of becoming higher tomor-
row. And it is out of an inter-
action of these ‘recognised’
major-minor partics that coa-
lition governmeats  have
emerged.

The common impulse behind
the {formation of coalition
governments undoubtedly
has <beep_the urge to share
power. Certain compulsions
however, differentiate one coa-
lition «from the “other. Thus,
for instance the rationale for
the clalition in 1947 can be
found in the anti marxist
orientation of the parties that
came together to form the
government. The MEP coa-
lition in 1956 was formed
on the basis of anti-UNPism.

That it fielded only 60 can-.

didates for an elected house of
95 imdicated that it was rot

M 4

-

making so much a bid for
power as for recognition as a
credible political force against
the UNP, with a radical pro-
gramme primarily intended to
differentiate it from the gover-
ning party.

The major motivation of the
SLFP behind the formation
of the 1964 coalition was to
sustain the political power it
had enjoyed so far as a maja
rity party, through alliznce
with one of the opposition
parties and in the bargain
dividz> the left parties in oppo-
sition. It was possible for the
LSSP to join the coalition
because the SLFP was resilent
enough to adopt left postures.
The adaptability of the SLFP
provided the LSSP with an
opportunity of sharing power
without tarpishing its left
image in its support base.

The Senanayake coalition
of 1965 belongs to yet anothér
category; the meajor impetus
on the part of the UNP was
to provide a stable and broad-
based government. With his
66 seats plus 5 seats of the
LPP, coupled with the support
of 6 nominzted memkbers, Sen

‘nzyake could muster 77 MPs

on his side. The UNP could
have had requisite majority
by offering concessions to one
or the other inor parties and
Independenfs but this would
have been far tootenuous for
a purposeful goverament. More
over, the suppert of Tamil
parties helped Mr. Semanayake
to project the image of a
‘National’, intercommunal
government, along with an
assurande of stability in nume-
rical terms.

The present United Front
government of 1970 is different
from Sendnayake Coalition
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oavernment in more than one
gwy. It has evolved out of the
clectoral alliances between'the
constituents hammered out
for the first time im 1956.
Its distinctive feature is
Common Programme évolved
after negotiatjons for 3 years
as well as joint campaigning
during elections, committing
each party to the programme
as a blue print for a future
UF govErnment.

In Ceylon we thus find a
political equilibrium, with the
major parties on gjither side
and the minor parties acting
as balancers. Such an eqguili-
brium may gei upset if ome of
the major parfies becomes too
strong or too weak through
intra major-party alliances or
through a seripus erosion in
the support-structure of one
of the major partics, by a split.
Neither of these seem likely
in the near future. As such,
given the present system, the
optionls opeén to the minor
parties are of alignment with
one of the major partits in
opposition or in coalition.

A mejor dilemma of the
small parties, as minor part-
tiers in coalition, has been that
of identity, preservatMon and
resourcé mobilisation. For
them, the price of coalition
has often been in terms of
their adopting a moderate
stand on issues vitalto theme
as a political party. The urge
of political survival within a
restricted framework of a gove-

ramgnt propel hem to imple-

menf measures effectively and
speedily commensurate to their

image either as a left party or

a regional one. As such, the
role of minor parties in acce-
elrating change becomes signi-
aant. That they have not
clways succeeded in ‘this is
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evident from the occasiona
break-up in the coalition. To
the exient they have succeeded
has also led to an increasing
enlargement of the ‘conse-
nsus areas’ among the coali-
tion partners.

Apart from the parties’ role
in the development of ‘con
sensus areas’, certain histo -
rical and social factors have
also facilitated this process.
To begin with, the recent
origin of virtually all the
political parties has prevented
parties from acquiring rigidity
in their postures. The absence
of long drawn tradition and
conventions tend fo make par-
ties resilent emough to evolve
a commen ground on several
points. The emergence of such
consensus points becomes easier
by virtue of a fairly homoge-
nous social structure despite
its racial-religious  plurality
and economic inequalities. A
fairly developed communica”
tions metwork in a relatively
small country has also facilil-
tated a more cohesive politica
community.

Perhaps the absence of extre._
mes in regard to economic poli-
cies explaing, amongst other
things, the proximty of the
UNP-SLFP on the party
continuin. This proximity has
been maintained over the past
decade and a half; this is
because if the SLFP has moved
to a left of centre position, the
UNP has also moved forward
from its earlier position, kee-
ping almost a constant-area
of differentiation between the
two, Sotek
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In this process, while the
major parties have ‘moved
eftwards, the left parties have
gravitated towards the centre.
Parliamentary institutions
have become gradually accep-
table to them because of the
compulsions of power and the
parties have made a skilful
use of the psarliement as a
forum for articulating their
policies. More than ofien, the
left parties have stood up m
defense of the parliamentar
democracy. This partly reflect
a fear of subversion of the
parliamentary system by the
right; to some extent this is &
defensive atiuiude symbolie of
their reconciliation with their
minor pariy status.

The cencern for the preser”
vation of democratic imstitu-
tions among the parties may
not have found expression
had it not had the sanctions
of the Cevlonese electorate.
Steeped in the tradition of the
supremacy of the ballot box,
the electorate has, as it were,
developed a stake in the con-
tinuity of the political system
which, has shown itseif capa-
ble of absorbing changes of
a radieal nature.

—Concluded

OWING TO TECHNI-
CAL DIFFICULTIES
THERE ARE MANY
SHORTCOMINGS 1IN
THE PRODUCTION
OF THIS TRIBUNE.
THESE WILL BE RE-
MEDIED IN COMING
ISSUES AND THE
USUAL TECHNICAL |
EXCELLENCE INPRO-
DUCTION WILL BE |
RESTORED.
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LETTER FROM DELHI

INDIRA
GANDHI
WRITES
TO CHOU

New Delhi.

The breaking of the néws
.of the Prime Minister’s com-
muynication to Mr. Chou En-
lai has had a positive impact
in so far as this move indi-
-Cates a levekof maturity in the
hapdling of foreign affairs.

_Ten years ago, the distor-
tion in India’s foreign policies
was brought about by the
mounting Right-Wing offen-
sive for a tie-up with the
West in the wake of growing
Chinese bellicosity which rea-
.«ched its climax when Chinese
troops ¢ame down to Bom-
dila in 1962. In between, there
were occCasions when there
were opportunities for a settle-
ment such as when the
Chin€se Premier visited New
Delhi early in 1960—but these
<could not be availed of because
«-of the entrenched Right-Wing
both in the Government and
public life.

ANGLO-US PLANS.—US
arms help emboldened the
Right Wing lobby which was
1n a hurry to write the epitaph
-on non-alignment. They did
not realise that even when
cornered, Jawaharlal Nehru
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would be able to salvage non-
alignment as he did, with the
help of the Colombo Powers
whose inteérvention could at
least checkmate the massive
pressure for an open alliance
with the West. The Westefn
Powers too, could mot acco-
modate India as they wished,
because they stuck to Pakistan
as their sheet-anchor in this
part of the world. This was
cvident from the Anglo-Ame-
rican plan of 1962-63 for
bartering away of Kashmir in
exchange for common Indo-
Pakistan  defence against
China. It was about this time
that Peking’s realpolitik also
came in full view when it
denounced India as a camp-
follower of US imperialism
but at the same time made
friendly overtures to Pakistan
despite its membership of
CENTO and SEATO.

The slide-back in India's
foreign policy was halted for
the time being, but the danger
emerged again in the years
following Nehru’s death. It
was the prompt Soviet initi-
ative that helped in a large
measure to stave it off at
Tashkent; for, otherwise, the
Western Powers would have
made use of the Indo-Pak
conflict of 1965 to have 2
bigger hold on India’s foreign
policy. The mass awareness
of the Western perfidy was
cleat from the jubilation over
the captured Patton tanks,
whise display led the US
Ambassador to complain,
much in the same manger
as Mr. Keating’s lamenta-
tions, in the latest issue of
American  Reporter, aver the
public revulsion against US
arms aid to Yahya Khan
today. -

However, the western lobby
was not inactive. What it
could not achieve frontally,
it tried to manage through
the backdoor. The 1966 deva-

luation of the rupee at the
behest of the World Bank,
coupled with many concessions
to US private capital, thanks
to the persistent efforts of
the lobby that extended from
Mr. Asoka Metha to Mr. L.X.
Jha marked a new phase when
India’s foreign policy was
sought to be subverted thr-
ough the pressure of the
dollar on the plea of economic
compulsions of a backward
economy.

NEW TREND—Again, it
was the intervention of mass
consciousness that saved
the independence of our fore-
ign  policy. The Congress
reverses in the 1967 General
Election was largely due to
the nation-wide feeling that
the country’s economy, incl-
uding the value of the rupee
was being morigaged to the
US, a feeling which offended
the basic anti-imperialism of
the Indian masses.

Mrs. Gandhi drawirg the
correct lessons from the 1967

Il verdict, realised the need
or a shift away from the
pro-West direction. The new
trend first became noticeable
with the firm stand India took
on the side of the Arab
against Israeli aggressions,
backed by USA in the summer
of 1967. It gathered momen-
tum until ope saw the e xit
not only of Mr. L. K. Jha
but of Mr. Asoka Metha too
without even a whimper. Once

again the interaction bet-
ween foreign policy and
internal  development  was
provided. .

From the day the Syndicate
was served with the notice to
quit, it was clear thuat the
India’s foreign policy would
not only  be restored but
would be strengthened in its
independent approach. The
theory that a country with
a paucity of econcmic reso-
urces could hardly play a sig
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nificant role in foreign affairs
on its own, has little rele-
vance if one takes into account
the fact that the majority of
the world’s population even
today live in regions which
are still denied of resources
thanks to centuries-old ex-
ploitation by the imperialist
powers. This has always been
the chronic mistake of Righ-
tist propaganda, doled out by
the half-forgotten gallery
ranging from Mr. Minoo Mas-
ani to Acharya Kriplani.

THE TREATY—This has

been clearly demonstrated in
‘their reaction to the Indo-
Soviet Treaty, as they could
not believe that our country
could honour a Treaty and at
the same time retain its inde-
pendence of action. This ina-
bility to comprehend the real
character of the Indo-Soviet
Treaty is due to their ingrai-
neld obsession with Western
style treaties: their twenty-
year-old campaign against
non-alignment was the
product of their pro-West atta-
chment, and is today leading
them to further alienation
from the mass mood which
has given its total approval
to the new turn in India’s
foreign policy as signified by
the Indo-Soviet Treaty.

This warped outlook is
betrayed also by the strange
chorus in New Delhi deman-
ding settlement with China
after the Nixon decision to
visit Peking. The gist of this
mentality is that whatever the
US does should be good for
us, and we must follow the
Washington example: Dulles
denounced nor-alignpient as
sin, aud so w2 must do the
same. Mr. Nixon wants to
pay court to Mao and we
must do the same.

This entire lobby and not
only this lobby, also if we look
at CPM, has been taken aback
by the disclosure of Mrs.

TRIBUNE, SEPTEMBER 15,

Gandhi’s letter to the Chinese
Premier. The interesting thing
to note is that when Parlia-
ment was discussing the Indo
Soviet Treaty, this entire
lobby was so overawed by
the massive nation-wide sup-
port for the Government
stand that they could not
pluck up sufficitnt courage to
plug their favourite theme:
otherwise Mrs. Gandhi
would have perhaps disclosed
that she had already wriiten
to Mr. Chou En-lai, and that
such a step did not militate
agoinst either the letter or

spirit of the Indo-Soviet
Treaty.
TAKING  SHAPE—What

these critics of our foreign
policy do not seem to discern
1S that the Prime Minister
did not write to Mr. Chou
En-lai on a sudden impulse
nor as an affer-thought when

Mr. Kissinger’s diplomatic
coup came to be known. In
fact, New Delhi’s China

policy has been quietly taking
shape for the last three years.
The old angry stance had long
gone; the heToics about reco-
vering “‘every inch of occupied
territory’” has not been kheard
for a very long time from
any official spokesman. When
Dr. Shelvankar was posted
at Hanpi two Years ago, it
was not just a stunt move;
while cultivating Vietnamese
friendship and understanding
has become a major plank in
India’s foreign policy, it has
also been the objective to
watch out for positive signs
to normalise relations with
China. When India’s Ambas-
sador in Moscow met his
Chinese counterpart that too
was not just an isolated init-
iative: at many other capitals,
the green signal was given for
talks to Chinese diplomats.
Even in New Delhi, as the
gates of the Chinese EFmbassy
were slightly opened, there was
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no lack of interest on the-
part of South Block in rea-
ding the mezning of every
utterance from the Chinese
whether made before officials
or selected newsmen. Chairman
Mao’s hand shake and good-
wishes were studied with care,
and Mr. Mishra our present:
man in Peking is not a raw
diplomat but alert and per-
ceptive.

_ But all these signs did pot
interest the Right-Wing cri-
tics ‘because in those days
Mr. Nixon had not come down
from his high horse to seck
an audience with Mac. It
was only after Dr. Kissinger's
visit that a sudden wave of
“settle with China' demands
has come. And it demands,
at the same time, that we must
stay away as far as possible
from Moscow. What is not
realised by the Right-Wing is-
that any “rapport with China
does not have tc be at the
expense of our enfemte with
the Soviet Union: when Mr.
Kosygin went to Peking it
was not behind the back of
Neéw Delhi, just as Mrs.
Gandhi’s letter to the Chinese
Premier was not kept away
from our Soviet allies. Throu-
ghout this period of New
Delhi's painstaking efforts at
miending fences with Feking -
there has been no attempt
to kéep things away from
Moscow - just as the Soviet
authorities have kept the
Indian authorities regularly
informed of the progress, or
otherwise, of their attempt- to
normalise relations with China.
Hence, the assessment of the
present Peking posture in the
world scene nafurally formed
an item on Mr. Gromyko’s
agenda for discussions in New

Delhi.

SLOW  PROCESS—The
maturity in New Delhi’s
foreign-policy labours is to
be s€en alsp in the fact that
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‘there i8 no expectation of
-quick results in the overtures
to Peking on the part of
‘responsible  circles.  There
is neither disappointment nor
-annoyance to Mr. Chou
En-lai’s  delay in  res-
ponding to Mrs. Gandhi's
dnitiative. Becayse it is
tealised that the process of
rapprochment has to be
slow and will require conside-
rable patience, No short-cut
success in envisaged.

It was therefore all the more

Foreign Office to find
senior newsmen with long
experienceé of perambulating
in the recesses of the power
centre in New Delhi rushing
to file fairy-tale stories about
Mr. D. P. Dhar having air-
dashed to Peking and ascri
bing these to “‘most reliable
sources”. Apart from the
absurdity of the story since
Mr. Dhar was on a weck-end
of _recuperation in a local
clinic—and it was not a very
hush-hush affair either, the
political assumption behind it
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betrays wishfyl thinking, that
just oecause the Prime Mini-
ter wrote a letter to Peking,
it had to be followed up by a
dramatic air-dash by the newly
appointed Policy-Planning
chief of the Foreign Cffice.
The Kissinger stunt seems to
have bowled over even thosg
of our newsmen who claim t,,
be critical of US policy
Fortunately for Mr. Dhar’
they have not gome for th®
further concoction that h®
was having acupuncture in
Peking for his cardiac ailment.

-2 matter of surprise for the

“CALENDAR-CHRONICLE

Revolt in Ceylon '71:

s May 4—May 7

"TUESDAY, MAY 4.

The 50th day of Emergency. The curfew
was lifted at 4.30 a.m. and was reimposed at
7.30 p.m. The Senate met at 2 p.m. and imme-
diately adjourned proceedings until May 12.
The House of Representatives met at 2 p.my
concluded the debate on the Throme Speech
and adjourned until tomorrow. L

The deadline for the 4-day surrender period
ended at 4 p.m. today. The Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting had announced that
up to yesterday 1610 had surrendered in various
parts of the country. The official communique
“ stated that terrorist attacks on villages and
public buldings had increased. *“...Tkese fresh
attacks were probably meant to prevent their
rank and fi'e from surrendering o the autho-
rities....””. 32 terrorists had been kifled yesierday
in an “engagement betwecn Armv-Police
patrols 2nd insurgents at the Kekirawa-Mora-
goda junction. Other terrorists had destroyed
Dorawake sub-post office and burned down
three houscs at Yattegoda—both in the Kuru-
negala district. A bakery at Maho was burnt
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|
This Calendar-Chronicle is based onfactual|
reports, official communiques and ministe-|
rial statements from the English-language!
papers publisiied in Colombo — the Ceyplon
Daily News (CDN), the Ceylon Daily
Mirror (CDM), the Sun, the Ceylon Observer
(CO), the Times of Ceylon (TOC), and the
weekend editions, the Ceylon Observer (Maga-
zine Edition), the Times Weekender and
the Weekend. Relevant extracts have zlso
been taken from the broadcasts of the
Ceylon Broadcasting Corporation (CBC).
No comments, editorial or otherwise, have
been included in the Calendar - Chronicle:
nor any exiracts from reports and comiments
in foreign newspapers and journals. Some
significant items of international néws have
been included in the Calendar-Chrenicle
every day after March 16 to make our
readers 2ware of the interpational setting
in which events unfolded themselves in
Ceylon.

down yesterday and the Talawa Village Coms
mit'ee office was burnt down on May 1. Stock-
of explosives to blow up Diyatulawa police
stati-n was seized by the Police following 2
confession made by =2 captured terrorist.
According 1o the Tourist Board, terrorist
activitics had adversely affecied the tourist
industry at the end of the season. Government
had lost nearly a million rupees in foreign
exchange in April becaouse severzl charter
flishis had been canceiled and tourists in the
islend had been evacuated.
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The International Red Cross had decided to
fly urgent medical supplies to Ceylon to all
those affected by the recent disturbances.
Mr. Roger Du Pasquier, now in Ceylon, said
that he had visited many government hospitals
and was satisfied that those held in custody
were being treated as normal civilians and was
in accordance with Article 3 of the Geneva
Convention. The Sur and other dailies published
extracts from foreign papers which commended
the action of the Ceylon Government in exten-
ding an amnesty during which the terrorists
could surrender themselves. A government
communique was released om this. The CDN
also published extracts from an article written
by Dr. Colvin R. de Silva, Minister of Planta-
tions and Constitutional Affairsin the May Day
issue of the Nation. “The insurgents aimed
basically only to replace the government of the
day with another—a dictatorial government
which would abolish all demo=racy in the name
of abolishing parliament and rest entirely on
the bullet and the gun.....the predominant
impression one gets of the entire enterprise is
one of immaturity and eyen naivete.....Did

. these ill-armed forces.....really believe that by
surprise alone.....they could overwhelm in one
short swift blow (just one night) even the un-
alerted forces of the state?....Were there other
forces which, with the assault, they expected
would come to their aid ?—forces from within
‘the enemy’ ranks, that is to say, from within
the ranks of those on whom the Government
would rely at least for conducting the initial
stages of iis own defence?......”"

The Senate which met at 2.30 p.m. adjouned
the sitting until May 12 owing to the current
situation in the country. In the House of
Representatives which also met today at 2 p.m.,
the adjourncd debate on the Throne Speech
was continved and was concluded with its
approval without a division. During the course
of the debate the member for Galle, Mr. W.
Dahanayake, had raised the question about
the delention of the MP for Kiriglls, Mr.
Vasudeva Nanayakkara (LSSP) from April 15.
1t was stated that there had been a breach of
privilege as the House had not been informed.
The Speaker said that he would give his ruling
tomorrow. Mr. Felix R. Dias Bandaranaike,
speaking for the Government, said that the
situation would be well under control by the
end of May. He appealed to all parties and
people to rally round the government and work
for the common good. They of the UNP and
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the SLFP had been pursuing cheap victories
s0 far by trying to outmanoeuvre each other in:
debate or at the polls. They should forget such
‘gimmicks'now. “What we are debating today
is the total denunciation of all Throne Speeches.
since 1947...." He also stated that Colombo
had escaped by ‘4 hair’s breadth from the-
Che Guevarists thanks to the Prime Minister
being alert. What people wanted now was not
debate on irrelevancies or theories of socialism
or government, but action to get something
done to pull the country out of the rot.

Earlier in the debate, Mr. J. R, Jayawardepe,
leader of the Opposition, had offered coopera-
tion to the Government and wanted everybody
in the House to sink their differences and pull
together to extricate the country from the mess
crealed by successive goystnmenis. Mr, V. N.
Navaratnam of the FP thanked the PM and the
Cabinet for saving the country from the terro-
rists. In the course of the proccedings, Mr.
Dudley Senanayake had made a 45-minute
speech in which he answered his critics and
tabled a long letter he had sent the PM on Aprii
23 on the situation in the country. This letter,
he said, answered his critics who had castigated
him for having been silent. Certain commentaries.
relayed over the CBC, he said, had insinuated
that he and his party were involved with the
insurgents, Mr. Senanayake analysed the causes
behind the insurrection and said that most of
the rebellious youth subscribed to the ideolo-
gies of some of the constituent parties of ike
present Government.

Over 5,000 anti~war demonstrators had been
arrested yesterday in Washinglon, More were
being arrested as these demonstrators had tried
to tie-up the city’s traffic. Pope Peul agaip
~ffered his help to bring about a Middle East
peace settiement. US Secretary of State William
Rogers and King Hussein of Jordan held talks
in Amman yesterdzy. Walfer Ulbricht, 77-year
leader of the GDR communist party, yestérday
stepped down in favour of Erich Honecker who
had been his assistent for some years now. In
the mun’cipal elections in Delhi, the Jan Singh
won a surprise victory over ike Congress
which had swept all glectorates in Delhi at the
General Elections in March.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 5

The 51st day of Emergency. The curfew
was lifted at 4.30 a.m. and was re-imposed at
7.30 p.m. The House of Representatives sat
today.
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The official communique stated that over
1000 terrorists had surrendered yesterday and
“the total had reached 2734. More figures had to
come in before the final tally could be made.
In the meantime, terrorists had resorted to
-yiolence and robbery on a mass scale, and
there were such reports from Kekirawa, Polon-
naruwa, Minneriya, Medigiriya and Giritale
-of such attacks. At Rambukkana, terrorists
had blasted a viharaya.

The House of Representatives met today at
2 pm. The Business Take-Over Bill was passed
with the Govemnment refusing to accept any
amendments. When the Army Amendments,
Bill was takenup, Mr. J.R. Jayawardena, whilst
-assuring the Government of co-operation
insisted that no excesses should be committed,
-even during tht present kind of crisis. Mr.
Felix R. Dias Bandafanaike stated in a war it
was not possible to weigh in the golden scale
‘the degree of self-defence one could exercise
dn terms of the Penal Code. He dubbed as mere
rumours stories relating to crucifixion, burning,
summary execution nd floating of dead bodies
-down the Kelani river. Every allegation of
of this kind had been investigated and found
to be false or exaggerated. He also said up to
-date the total captured, arrested and surren-
-dered was over 7000. The Speaker reserved his
ruling on the breach of privilege question rela-
ting to the detained MP for Kiriella.

Dr. N. M. Perera returned to the island
‘today. Tourism Minister Kalugalle estimated
the losses from cancelled tourist bookings
for the off-season from April to October at
Rs. 9 million. The Tourist Board would embark
-on an intensive campaign of propaganda to
salvage the island’s tourist image.

China’s official pary paper today attackéd
‘the US policy over Taiwan as indicative of US
hostility to the Chinese people. The arrests in
Washington of anti-war demonstrators had
crossed the 7000 mark.

THURSDAY, MAY 6— The 52nd day of.

Emergency. The curfew was lified at 4.30 a.m
and was re-imposed at 7.30 p. m. The House
-of Representatives met today.

The official communique stated that with
-over 2400 surrenders on the last day, the
total surrender for the four-day period was
3978. Even this figure was provisional as
figures from some remote areas had not come
in. Terrorist attackseon civilians had intensi-
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fied in the last few days. Insurgents were being
housed at Vidyodaya and Vidyalankara Uni-
versities and after the initial screening they
would be sent to rehabilifation cemps. The
CO published a first-hand on-the-spot survey
by Kirthie Abeysekera about the EIGHT
DAYS OF TERROR AT MAHO. The CO

also published a late government communique

stating that 65 terrorists had been killed in

Kekirawa and that a clash had occurred seven

miles from Vavuniya. :

In the House of Representatives, today-
the Speaker had ruled that there had
been no breach of privilege in the Vasudeva
Nanayakkara matter and that it was enough
for the Prime Minister to inform the Speaker
as she had done,and that no disrespect was
intended because the House was not informed
immediately. Government spokesmen outlined
a plan for providing jobs for 100,000 this year.
The member of Habaraduwa, Mr. Prince
Gunesekara, wanted g cease-fire feor Wesak
as it was done in Vietnam. The House ad-
journed until May 21.

The Anglican Bishop of Colombo, Rt. Rev.
Harold Charles Wilfred de Soysa, had died
in London yesterday. The full text of Mr
Dudley Sepapayake’s letter to the Prime
Minister on April 25 and tabled in the House
on May 4 was published in the daily papers.
In the letter he praised the statements ;;_nadc
by the Prime Minister and Mr. Mathripala
Senanayake, and although he did not agree
with everything they had said, he appreciated
the statesman-like manner in which they
had analysed the situation. But he had been
amazed %y the statements of some other
Ministers over the radio about a situation of
this gravity. He had borne these comments
with patience because he understcod the
logic end tactics of these Ministers. But he
was disturbed by the commentaries which
came over the CBC(presumably in the BEHIND
THE NEWS). These commentaries ‘“‘are So
blatantly characterised by such distortions of
fact and by such misinterpretation of the
truth that it is disgraceful that it should have
been permitted to be broadcust at all.”’ He
cited two passages from these commentatries
which Sought to expose the groups and forces
behind the insurgency. It was agreed that the
Youth had been misled, but the question was,
“éas to who misguided or misled them to engage
in the desperate acts in which they are involved
.-..The commentator alleges that the out-
burst of terrorist activity was contrived to
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prévent the implementation of the United
Front Maifesto. Throughout the period 1965
to0 1970, particularly in the main seats of higher
education, the Youth were incited to react
against the Government. It does not require
tremendous powers of memory .to recall the
various incidents that took place in the Uni-
versities. The passions of thé youth were roused
and they were encouraged to be dissidents.
Political interests kept close contact with
their catspaws. Even their own mentors,
the academic staff of the Universities, many
of whom have received their réward in high
public office, worked incessantly in foment-
ing discord and leading the Yyouth astray.
Their extremusm received sympthetic support
both in Parliament and outside it. You might
recollect the identity of these persons. You
will find thiem among members of the Parties
that now constitute Your Government. You
might have received information as to the
identity of the immediate leaders of the youth
whom You describe as terrorists. I suggest
that You study their histories and records
both in institutions in Ceylon and outside
and the names of their close political associates
and You will understand the part they played
in organising terrorist action. Your commenta-
tors ignore the mass of evidence that is available
and the persons responsible for this tragic
situation by alleging that these activities are
motivated by those who do not want social
change. Perhaps the inability of the Govern-
ment to carry out the promises made to the
people, promises that were incapable of fulfil-
ment within the resources of the country;
the rising cost of living, the Shortages in articies
of daily use covering even such items as rice
sugar, salt, fiour, chillies and the common
varieties of textiles, the realisation that leay-
ing alone solving the problem of unemploy-
ment, further ynemployment was being created
by the policies of Government both in relation
to the public sector as well as the private
sector, caused a sense of desperation that
the aspirations of youth would not be met.
This Youth theén are or were the followers of
the United Front Parties. In these circumstances
to suggest that other forces were resporsible,
to say the least, fatuous. I would not insult
the Youth of this country by alleging that
they had been motivated by blackmarketeers
and such like anti-social elements. While 1
do wholeheartdly deplore and condemn the
means they have adopted to achieve their
ends, the techniques of violence and terrorism
that they have preferred, I do not fesl that
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they are the uniwitting tools of black marketeers.
I dofeel, however, that their €economic despera-
tion was taken advantage of by certain un-
scrupulous elements. Is not the root cause
for the adoption of terrorist procedures the
perniciousphilosophies which encourage theabu-
se of authority, the advocacy of the disintegration
of society, the base of which is the family, the
training and indoctrination in subversive techni--
ques received in foreign countries, the assiduous.
use for parochial political ends, the sensitivity
of the youth to Social and economic want,
the undue interference in the internal affairs
of the country by foreign agencies as parf of
the game of international politics. Therefore,.
I say apain, please study the known records
and histories of the Young men who have
emerged as leaders of this secticn of unfortunate
youth and You may find the answers..

*“....The immediate aftermath of the gereral
election of May 1970 was a reign of terror
throughout the country during which people

who were Suspected to have voted for the
United National Party weie sublected to-
murder, assault, rape and violence. . . Mr.

Senanayake also answered the charge that
his Government had shut a blind eye to the
growth of the insurgent movemeni between
1965 and 1970.. (These excepls are taken
from the text published in the CDN with
the deletions made by the Speaker - Ed).

Chinese Prime Minister Chou En-lai had
yesterday called for close “unity among Indo--
Chinese lefiists to fight against the United
States. United States Secretary of Stafe William
Rogers started talks Jast might in Cairo on
the question of reopening the Syez Cenal
and an overall peace settlement with Isreel.
The crisis over the US Dollar reacked acute
proportions today when the West German
Federal Bank decided to suspend dollar ofera-
tions.

FRIDAY, MAY 7 — The 53rd Day of
Emergency. The curfew was lified at 4.30-
a.m. anl was re-imposed at 7.30 p.m.

The official communique stated a full-scale
offensive would now be restmed ggainst
terrorist hideouts. Surrepders were being ac--
cepted on the same terms 28 before. Terrorists
had damaged property at Kumbukgale in
Kurunegala area, at Kudumulla and Galatara
in Kegalle, and Navadegala in Galle. The
4000 odd insurgents who had surrendered
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‘would be brought to Vidyodaya for investiga-
tion and classification. Four insurgents were
killed and ten injured when security forces
«lashed with terrorists at Vayuniya.

The Sun reported that ‘““the Aid Ceyllon
Consortium had endorsed the United Front
‘Government’s development strategy and has
agreed that Ceylon needed substaniial external
assistance, particularly commodity aid.”” The
"TOC stated that “the Federal Republic of
‘Ge.many which was one of the seven countries
in the Aid Ceylon Club has decided against
giving new aid to Ceylon..
<ountries had pledged to continue the aid
that they had given before. The CO continued

” 'The other

REYOLT IN CEYLON 71

the on-the-spot stories in the Maho area.
The headlines was TODAY . ... MEET MAJOR
MALLIKA and CANDID CONFESSIONS
OF AN INSURGENT — I BOMBED A
POLICE STATION. :

The arrest of anti-war demonstrators in
Washington had topped over 12,000 and the
demonstrations were now said to be fizzling out.
The crisis over the dollar inflow into Western
Europe had become more acute. Germany
had threatened to go it alone if the EMC
Council, which was to meet tomorrow, could
not hammer out a common programme.
London raised the price of gold in order to
meet the dollar crisis.

IN INDIA

Bank Credit Brings New Life to Villages:

A Novel Experiment in

o

Rural Development

By TREVOR DRIEBERG

NANANSU is a village in

With
ments to the Hindustan
Standard, we reproduce
an article by the well-
. known journalist, Trevor
Drieberg, a Ceylonese
long settled in New Delhi,
about “A Novel Experi-
ment in Rural Develop-
ment”’—where “Timely
Bank Credit Brings New
. Life To Villagers™. There
1s much talk and propaga-
nda today in Ceylon
about Agricultyral Cre-
dit to farmers and peasan-
ts, but this is unfortuna-
tely tied up with red tape,
bureaucratism and out-
dated banking rules
(meant to help the rich
to get richer) - so far
as the big State Banks
are concerned. The Co-
operative . movement,
however, operates agri-

acknowledge-

~ cultural credit more elas-

tically and more purpo-
safullythan the commer-
cial banks in Ceylon.

This article by Trevor
Drieberg shows how a
big Commercial Bank in
India set about helping a
remote and poor village
to effect a » breakthrough
ineconomic development.
This is something from
which the big Commercial
Banks in Ceylon—State
and.otherwise—can derive
many lessons. The Dept.
of “Agriculture too can
see the dynamics of rural
development and the impe
rative necessity of sinking
tube-wells without wai-
ting for big irrigation
projects to help the far-
mers to get into produc-
tion.

25

Patiala district, Punjab. It is
a new hewn out of dacoit-
infested jungle in the mid-
1950s. At the time, Bhunerheri
development block in which it
is located, was one of the most
agriculturally backward parts
of the district. Its inhabitants
struggled to wrest a Dbare
living from their small plots
of land. !

Then something happened in
1968 which completely chan-
ged their lives. K. Subrama-
niam, General Manager of the
State Bank of Patiala, visited
Nanansu to inaugurate the
National Savings Campaign
there. The villagers told him
they had no savings and asked
himto help them with resources
for development.

Subramaniam was interested
in their proposal. The bank

TRIBUNE, SEPTEMBER 15, 1971



had been permitted to enter
agricultural financing a little
earlier and was working on
plansto do this most effectively.
He was particularly keen on
aiding the small farmer whom
commercial credit institutions
usually shunned as a bad risk.

THE BANK thought that
Froviding a package of inputs
or better agriculture alone
would not meet the require-
ments of a village like Nanansu.
An all-sided approach was
necessary, and this included
involvement in developing the
village irfrastructure and hel-
ping social and cultural inte-
gration.

The larger package the bank
had in mind was designed to
benefit all segments of village
society, including the landless
labourer and the untouchable.

Subramaniam decided that
the enthusiasm the people of
Nanansu showed for such a
programme merited launching
the bank’s agricultural support
activities there. Nanansu thus
became the crucible in which a
novel experiment in integrated
rural development was crow-
ned with success.

It showed how a bold and
imaginative departure from
routing banking practice, com-
bined with cooperation and a
willingness to learn on the
part of farmers, could give
birth to a new concept of agri-
cultural reconstruction which
is transforming the country-
side around Patiala.

Tests carried out with the
help of the Punjab Govern-
ment’s agricultural advisory
service and Punjab Agricultural
University showed that the
land and water resources at
Nanansu met the demands of
intensive cultivation. Other

information was collected to
provide the basis for a three-
year plan of production in
cooperation with the State
Department of Agriculture and
the National Extension Service
aimed at a tenfold rise in farm
output . =

The total outlay on the pack
age project was fixed at Rs
8,60,000 of which the bank
was to advance Rs. 6,20,000.
This money was to be spent on
boring 39 tubewells, organising
a system of custom service for
farm machinery and equipment
providing inputs for cultiva-
tion at reasonable rates, a
community warehouse for grain
reclamation of shamlat (com-
mon) land, and setting up a
poultry unit,

THE STATE GOVERN-
MENT agreed to provide
funds and instructors for a
small industrial centre for
village arisans, who received
individual loans of Rs. 2,000
each to buy better tools and
materials,

The Veterinary Department
agreed to set up a centre for
breeding improved cattle with
Jersey stud bulls. The bank
offered to finance dairying
projects and arranged for the
surplus milk produced in the
village to be Sold to a nearby
milkfoods factory. The Rotary
Club of Patiala assumed res-
ponsibility for providing the
village with sanitary drinking
water, carrying out hea'th mea-
sures and building a proper
school. A prominent doctor of
Patiala:a town offered free
treatment to the villagers.

The bank arranged for elec-
tricity for street and house
lighting and energising farm
operations like irrigation and
threshing. The village folk
provided free labour to build
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a new schoolhouse in three-
months. In the first year of the
project 37 tubewells were bored.
and electrified.

IN THE FIRST RABI seca--
son, 1700 acres out of 1924
arable were sown to highyiel-
ding varieties of wheat and a
package of practices prepared
by Punjab Agricultural Uni-
versity was introduced. The-
project had aimed at 22,600
quintals of grain in the first
harvest against 4,8C0 the pre-
vious rabi season. The actual.
harvest was 28,00 quintals,
and the earnings of Nanansu’s
farmers rose by Rs. 17,00,000.
Cropping intensity in the pro-
ject’s third and final year is.
expected to rise from 110
per cent to 220.

The bank is providing credit.
to big farmers to buy one 35-
horse-power and five 50-horse-
power tractors. A firm of
tractor makers has establisked
a workshop in the village to
service farm machinery. Pro-
gressive farmers have had a
10-day training course in the
use of machinery orginised by
the bank’s extensign staff.
These farmers have created
a machine pool and zre provi-
ding custom service to smaller
landholders who cznnot efford.
to buy their own.

Thus even the smallest tiller-
in the village can get his fields
levelled and oller services
like ploughing, harvesting and
threshing performed mechani-
cally. 1he village has been
divided into custom-Service zo-
nes, each of them under a
progressive farmer who makes
available such facilities to others.
at rates approved by the Vil-
lage panchyat. Cuslom service:
has cut farm operation costs by
half. Farmers who have no
tubewells are assurec enough.
water for irrigation from their
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neighboyrs with wells, and this
facility is available to members
of the scheduled castes without
discrimination. To avoid over-
lap, the bank has assumed the
sole responsibility for giving
credit to the farmers of Nana-
nsu while the local agricultyral
cooperative supplies inputs,
« which it transports in bulk, to
the village and stores there.

To discourage farmers from
looking elsewhere for credit
the bank secures mortgages on
their land against the loans it
-advances. The community as a
whole is reSponsible for repay-
. ment of loans to dndividual
farmers through a system of
mutual guarantees.

I VISITED NANANSU at
the height of the monsoon with
Bhagwandas Gupta, the banks
Rural Credit Officer. A block
development officer he is on

«deputation from the State
Government. He is the chief
executive authority of the pac-
kage plan the bank is offering
the villages it has adopted for
overall development in Patiala
and the neighbouring districts.
Nanansu’s fields were greenand
heavy with crops. Neat hay-
-stacks stood here and there in
them.

The village headman greet-
«€d me warmly and took me
around. His proudest moments
were when he showed me the
“the village school and flour mill.

The Nanansu approach to
-development is catching on
‘fast. It now covers 30 adjoining
villages with an area of 23,600
.acres and 16,500 people. They
will soon have 500 energised
tubewells and 19 tractors for
«custom  service. Government
‘has stopped taccaviloans and
«crop credit to the adopted
villages, lying along the Patiala-
Kaithalroad.
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The bank's development gro
gramme for them is divided
into three phases, each covering
a year: irrigation and inputs;
mechanisation and custom ser-
vice; and rultiple cropping.
In full operation the three-
year plan will be extended to 55
more villages, 30 of them close
to Nanansu occupied almost
exclusively by untouchables.

When the project is com-
pleted, it will bring Rs. 15
crores in additional earnings
yearly to the farmers of the
region. This will become pos-
sible by introducing four crops
a year on at least half the
cultivable land in the package
villages. The smallest loan to a
farmer is Rs. 200. Tubewell
owners get between Rs. 10,000
and Rs. 15,000. An average
crop loan ranges from Rs.
1,500 to Rs. 2,500. Interest is
9 per cent a year.

More than 1500 farmers had
been financed up to the time
of my visit, and not one of
them, had defaulted. The
bank’s experience has been
that the poor farmer, who has
always been considered too
risky for commercial invest-
ments is more prompt in set-
tling his debts than those
supposedly more creditworthy.

The show picce of the State
Bank of Patiala’s rural develop-
mert programme is the village
of Alipur Jattan, about 20
miles from Patiala on the high-
way to Kaithal. This village was
founded by the bank in 1969
to setcde 35 families of nomads
called Bazigars, Thcy derive
thier name from the fact that
they are folk musicizns.

The wanderers, who made a
precarious living fr¢m hiring
their labour for building const-
ruction and ferm choses and
music, nceced little persua-

.ment for five years
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sion to settle down once they
were assured they would get
land tg till. The State Govern-
ment gave them 150 acres,
which have now gone up to 250.
The settiers built their own
cottages of brick and mud and
planted their first crop of rice
in the Kharif of 1969.

The bank financcd the bor-
ing of nine tubewvells supply
of allinputs, a tractor, a thres-
sher and implements. The
settler families werk the land
cooperatively and divide the
crop according to the amount
ofworskthey psrform. Buffaloes
are used for ploughing, and
the result of the cooperative
cffort is higher yields than
those in the neightouring
villages.

MAHI RAM, the village
headman, played small roles
in films in Bombay. When
the settlers called upon him
to take charge of the mew
village ke threw up his pro-
fession to join them, the land
ha begn leased from Govern-
: initially.
At the end of this period,
it will be lezsed yearly, tut
cultivation will continue joint-
ly. The settlers heve borrowed
Rs. 100,000 from the bank,
of which thefirst three instal-
ments had been repaid ot
the time of my visit. Lotn
guarantees are provided by
groups of 10 families, 2
new development in _ agri-
cultural credit practice in
India. *‘There is no nueed
to ask them for payment,’
Subramaniam told me. ‘‘There
is not 2 single defaulter amorg
them. The bank 1s provd of
their loyalty.”

The villagers - have built
a tough track to link Alipur
Jattan with the mein rezd,
but it is impsssable in the
rains. They want a surfaced
road and plen to build one
with their own funds. They
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had installed fittings = for
clectricity in cottages and
were waiting for a connection
with the - Bahakra grid. Their
tubewells were worked by oil
engines which they bought
with the help of the bank.
This 'is an innovation _ in
Indian landing practice, for
bank loans are not usually
given for tubewells drilled
on land the farmer does not
own. All the Settlers practice
family planning. Fathers of
more than three children
have vescctomies. Mahi Ram,
who is also president of the
Punjab and Haryana Bazigars
Association, said as we sipped
tea in his scruplously clean
and tidy cottage, that there
were 2 million Bazigars in
these two States and Hima-
chal Pradesh. “If they are
giveuland, they will produce
more than other farmerse
and wipe out our country's
food deficit,” he declared. But
only the State Bank of Patiala
had helped them to lead
a settled existence.

He said there were more
than 10,000 acres of shamlat
land in° Patiala district
which were in the hands of
unauthorised persons., “If
this is given to us, we can
change sand into gold."”

The Bazigars claim Rajput
descent, but they lost all their
property to the Mughals and
were forced to take to fthe
foresis for a - livelibood.
Under British rule they
were labelled criminals and
wandered from place to place
harassed and neglected; This
is the lot of most of them
even today.

When bank officials come
to Alipur Jattan to distribute
money they do not bring
a police escort. The Bazigars
provide - a  guard. Mahi
Ram wanis to start a handi-
crafts centre for the village

women, but there is no
money to hire instructors
and Governmernt will not
help. 3

He said the prime needs
‘of the Bazigars were land
and education. Without educa-

tion, they were unable to
make themselves heard in
high political. places. The

bank has given the com-
munity a mofor cycle for
transacting urgent  farm
business.

THE COMMUNITY also
owns five bicycles and 10
transistor radios on  which
they listen to the Farm
and Home Programme from
Jullundur station of All
India Radio. 2o
‘Karhali is an adopted
village with 1800 people 16
miles from Patiala, The-
Comununity Development De-
partment of Punjab has chosen
it as a model of agricultyral
and social advance. It has a
high schoeol, surfaced roads
a dispensary for humans
and a clinic for animals,
piped water, drainage -and
a panchayat -office.

Bank loans bave given the
village 65 tubewells operated
by electrieity for irrigation.
They also finance 2 coopera-
tive. . landowaing society
for the scheduled  castes.
The bank helped  the 11-
ntember Society gel 18 acres
of nazrul (ownerless) land
for  cultivation
also given it a tubewell
and a crop loan. The society

grows wheat, maize and cot- -

ton and toria.

Megmoers are paid for the
labour they perform in the
fields and the syrplus is distri-
buted equally among them.
Their profits in the first year
of activity was Rs. 1,000 each.

There are four privately own-
ed tractors in the village and
the cooperative society hires
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them for its operations from:
their upper caste owners.

BHAGWANDS GUPTA in-
troduced me to Sardar

‘Bishan Singh as the “most

progressive’’ farmer in Kar-
hali. He had served in the:
First World War in Palestine
and had been farming for 35
ycars. He started zs a tenant,
but now owned £0 acres.
Short, white-tearded and with:
mild, questioning eyes, at
68 he was still very active
inhis: fields, which he cultivat--
ed with his seven-sons. He
owned a tractor and a thresher:
and a sracious double-storey--
ed house.. When we went fo-
his house for tea, his daught--
ers and dzyghters-in-law  ex-
hibited the richly coloured
bedspreads 2nd bags they
wove by  hand from locally
grown cotton. Samrala is 40-
miles from  Patiala on the-
Ludhlana-Ch&ngiigaTh road. A
branch of the bank stands ina
narrow alley and its head.
is Sohan Lal Uppal, a bun-
dle-of high powered energy.

He told me he hed financed
farm operations in 130 villages-
in Samrzla - apnd Doraha
developmént - blocks, hand--

-ing out . advances: totalling:

Rs. 35 lakhs to 500 farmers-
in 9) working days in 1969.
Among the projects he
belped finznce.  were the
purchase of 35  tractors,
boring 160 tubewells  and
€quipping them with electric
motors, 40 small dairies and
‘piggeries, three poultty farms
and one flock each of sheep
and goats. He had advanced
105. crop loans and
15 private  truckers
facilities to buy vehicles to-
carry farm procuce fo the
nearest. rajlbeed. There were
25 manufacturers of farm
implements from hand hoes
to threshers in Samrala whom:
the bank hed set up in busi--
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ness, The size of the farms
to whose owners loans were
given ranged from five
acres to 75 and the amounts
from Rs, 500 to Rs. 30,060.

Many farmers in the block
had not grown wheat for seven
or eight years, for lack of
water. Their main crop was
groundnut in the wet season.
Now they were getting good
wheat crops in sandy loam.

Uppal has financed pur-
chases of hand carts, bullack
carts and agriculatural ma-
chinery. Most of the lpans
are unSecured.

RECOVERIES were *‘very

satisfactory™, he told me.
Out of 192 midterm loans
up to three years, 180 hzd

heen cleared.

“How do You judge a farm-
er’s ability to pay?” I asked.

“My sole test,’" he replied
without hesitation, “is how
he works in “his fields.”

Many fatmers who had re-
ceived help from the bank
had paid off their loans and
were now  finaneing them-
selves.

A bank must be able to
meet a farmer’s needs for credit
adequately and promptly. If
it fails to do so he turns io
the traditiopal village money-
lender who charges Rs. 5 per
Rs. 100 per month.

Uppal said the quickest loan
he gave took only an hoar to
process. One look at the ap-
plicant’s farm was enough.
He once sanctioned a loan
for a tractor in three hours.

When the Samarala branch
went into agricultural finapc-
ing Uppal hired a drummer
to visit the surrounding
villages and announce the
news. Farmers come direct
to his branch where he attends
to them personally. No mid-
dlemen are encouraged.

29

We drove along the town's.
main road, on either side of
which were small workskops.
At one of them I met Pyr Singh,
a scraggy little man with a
straggly beard .in a banian
and underpants.

At 72, he makes ploughs,
threshers, levellers 2rd sced-
fertiliser drills with his sons.
He, like many otker owners of
small shops in  Samarala
owes his existence to support
from the bank.

Uppal introduced me to
Santokh Singh. a landless
peasant and an untouchable
who cuts wood in the jungle
and sells it to the townsfolk.
He took a loan of Rs. 2,600
without security and repajd
it in nine months affer making
a profit as big as his loan. He
now finances his operation
himself.

I met Buta Ram, a bald-
headed cobbler crouched over
his last with a hookah by
his side. He borrowed Rs.
1,000 of which he had repaid
Rs. 200. Ratan Singh, a bicycle
and car repairer, took Rs.
1000 for an air eompressor
and had paid back Rs. 600
in six months.

Mangal Singh, a 50-year-old
untouckable without land,
took Rs. 700 for sheep and
goats six months earlier and
had Teturned Rs: 100.

The integrated package pro-
gramme for rural development
has proved it is possible to
give credit to the small farmer
who needs it most bat finds
it hardest to get, without any
grave risk of losing one’s
investment. At the time of
my visit, the bank had pro-
vided credit of Rs. 6.5 crores
for crops, farm machinery,
processing units, implements
and irrigation equipment trans-
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port lo distribute farm pro-
duce and other rural services.

It had adopted villages for
wholesale development  and
organised joint credit schemes
under which farmers ccm-
mercially listed as credit-
worthy guaranteed the lears
of these conmsidered nof wer-
thy of credit,

This  credit revolut'cn
introdveed in 19€8, is cie
in large measure to 1hLe
initiative of Gereral Meneger
Subranizniam. He hid to
take his courage in both hands
and fight every inch of the
way to reach his selfappointed
goal. Inthe villages of Patiala
aistrict, his name is a by-
word among thousands of
gratefulfarmers whose advance
towards modernised agricul-
lure depends on the timely
help and encouragement he
has given them.
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