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Rambling Notes

FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

The Mandarin
and the Cow Boy

10th March, 1972

Tribune has been able to
increase its pages to 24
for its isswes in March, but
there is a very persistent de-
mand from its readers that we
appear once every week as
betore. We hope that we can
do this from April, but itis
not a promise. If the plans
we are working on today
materialise, we hopz that in
April we appear four times,
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and should we attain this tar-
get we will be able to keep
this schedule thereafter. There
is no lack of material, locally
and from abroad, for a weekly

edition, and it would not be
difficult to have copy for a

fifty page issue every week.
But, unless we have a propor-
tionate increase in our adver-
tising, we will not be able to
increase our pages. To incre-
ase the price at this juncture
does not seem opportune,
There are readers, however,
who insist that price increase
will not matter as long as they
get the kind of material we

publish in the Tribune in incr-
easing volume,

THE WORLD PRESS is
still full of the Nixon visitto
China . Whilst the Nixon claim
that it was a Week That Chan-
ged the World still reverberates
throughout the world, the best
quip on this came from the
Fareastern Economic Review
of Hongkong of March 4,1972
with The Week That Chan-
ged Nixon, The paper pub-
lished pictures showing
Nixon “ yesterday and to-
day: they include some poig-
nant reminders of his visit
to Taiwan in the late 1950's
when he was Vice-President in
the Eisenhower Administra-
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tion. This week, as President
Nixon returned to Washington
from his momentous visit to
Peking."”

The Fareastern Ecoromic
Review then had a very interes-
ting piece seeking to illustrate
the Shakespearen dictum that
“passion is catching” — as
Mark Antony had observered.
It went on: “Julius Caeser
seemed to bear more than a
passing relevance to this tide
inthe affairs of men. Could
not Nixon have said, with
Decius, upon landing in Pek-
ing: ‘Here lies the east; doth
not the day break here?* And
might not Chairman Mao
bend in cautious whisper (o
Premier Chou: ‘It is the bright
day that brings forth the add-
er; and that craves wary wal-
king' At that final meeting in
Shanghai, could Nixon have
murmured to his host <Only
be patient til]l we have appea-
sed the multitude, beside
themselves with fear, (And
in Taipei, might not the Gimo
admonish Nixon’s emissary;
‘Thou has described a hot
friend cooling’; or with An-
tony: ‘But yesterday the word
of Caeser might have stood
against the world.......
Alone, contemplating ‘Libe-
ration’ of the mainland, could
not President Chiang wryly
reflect: ‘The people twixt Phi-
lippi and this grouad do stand
but in a forced affection.” Was
Nixon's most recent message
to Chiang that of Brutus: ‘If
we do meet again, why, we
shall smile! If not, why then,
this parting was well made.’
In the nervous and pouiticed
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basement of White House,
could Henry Kissinger even
now be sighing zealously in his
master’s ear; ‘we must take
the current when it serves, or
lose our veatures’; ofly to
have President Wixon, ever
troubled, enquire like Brutus
in startled recollection; ‘Is not
 tomorrow, boy, the Ides of
March 7°.,.."”

This is excellent writing
which is at the same time
most rtevealing. It will be a
long time before the world
will know the full depth and
significance of the week Nixon
spent in China. Already the
most interesting tid-bits have
begun to surface. The Wash-
ington review Aviation Week
in a recent issue, 28/2/72,
stated that the US may end
its spy ftights over China. It
said that such flights were
likely to be cancelled as a
result of President Nixon’s
visit to China, It stressed that
no decision had yet been taken
but flights by pilotless aircraft
and 1J-2 spy planes were ex-
pected to be suspended inde-
finitely. Plans for sending the
new Boeing - made Compass
pilotless aircraft would con-
sequently be dropped, the
Aviation Week said, Compass
missions were to be sent from
the US base on the Diego
Garcia islands in the Indian
Ocean.

THIS REVEALS one use
to which the Anglo—US base
in the Diego Garcia base
would have been put. Very
little publicity has been giv-
en to the goings-on in Di-
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ego Garcia. So also to the
SEATO- naval exercise code-
named Sea Hawk which had
begun on February 15 in the
South China Sea. Taking
part in the manoeuvres which
lasted until February 29,
were ships of the Australian,
British, New Zealand, Philip-
pines, Thai and US navies,
US press reports stated that
the Pentagon had despatched
the carriers Constellation and
Kitty Hawk to the Gulf of
Tonkin. Political observers
have noed that this redeploy-
ment of US carriers in Indo-
China waters bad been timed
to coincide with President
Nixon’s talks in Peking. Was
this done to impress the Pe-
king leaders with a show of
strength? Or was there any
other motive? In any case,
Peking was silent about this
bellicose move. Under nor-
mal circumstances, Peking
would have blared forth de-
nunciations of American and
Imperialist intrusion into the
China seas.

This show of strength was
kept very much in the back-
ground by the Americans,
President Nixon went out of
his way to woo Mao and
Chou. He did not play pi-
ng pong, but he endeavour-
ed to show how good he
was with the chopsticks.
And Peking played the
game with the choicest
Mandarin subtlety.  Apart
from invitations to two Se-
nators, Scott and Mansfield,
the AP reported that Presi-

dent Nixon’s two daughters

and sons-in-law had been in-

vited to visit China. Nixon’s
elder daughter, Mrs. Tricia
Cox, told newsmen at a White
House reception on March
1 that her parents deli-
vered the invitation from the
Chinese Prime Minister, Mr.
Chou-En-lai when they re-
turned from Peking. “We
are all so excited,” she said.

. Mrs. Nixon said that no date

had been fixed for the trip.

In the meantime, the AFP
reported from Washington that
the House of Representatives
Speaker Carl Albert had
threatened to take ‘“appropri-
ate action”, if the Republican
and Democratic party leaders
in the House were not invi-
ted to go to China as were
the Scnate leacers. President
Nixon had announced that
the S:nate Democratic leacer
Mike Mansfield and Repub-
lican minority leader Hugh
Scott had been invited to
Pcking by the Chinese Pre-
mier, “I have no desire to
go to China”, Mr. Alkert
had said, but he wanted the
House Democratic leader, Mr.
Hale TFeggs and the Repub-

lican minerity leader, Mr.
Gerald Ford, be invited
along with their Senate col-
leagues.

According to Reuter, the

latest status symb ol aro-
und Washington was the
padded blue “people’s ceat”
from China A few members
of Nixon’s team had worn

these coats whilst in China
itself, Whether these persons
will wear Mao’s badges is
something which cannot be
foretold at present, but there
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is no reason why Nioxn him-
self should not sport the Mao
badge. Although Nixon had
consulted the best China ex-
perts in the US, they had been
guilty of a faws pas which
earned headlines throughout
the world., The invitations
sent out by President Nixon
to the State Banquet which he
gave his hosts were printed in
old-fashionel character-style
now used mostly in Taiwan,
with the characters arranged
from top to bottom instead of
left to right, and the phrasing
was also archaic. The style
was in common use only in
Taiwan. The invitations bad
been prepared in Washington,
where translators have more
contact with Taiwan than
China. Foreigr newsmen per-
manently assigned to Peking
said that some of the Chinese
were upset by it while others
had only laughed. A White
House spokesman had said
(in Peking) that Chinese pro-
tocol officials had told them
that although the style was
old-fashioned, it was perfectly
correct, They had said that
Mao had written his poems
in it, An American official
had shrugged: “That’s what
happens when you have 20
years without contact between
people.”

None of the diplomats resi-
‘dent in Peking were invited to
this dinner which was in
return for the one given by
Premier Chou on the day
Nixon had arrived. President
Nixon’s wvisit was a great
disappointment to the ambas-
sadors and other diplomats

stationed in Peking. Since the
US and China have no diplo-
matic relations, r.o invitations
were sent to members of the
diplomatic community. They
had been excluded from every-
thing connected with Presi-
dent Nixon’s visit to China.
They could not drive to the
airport for Nixon’s arrival,
they were not invited tothe
state banquet, and they had
no chance to see Mr. Nixon,
““It was a situation without
precedent.”’

ANOTHER EPISODE
in Peking which threw light
into the way the adminis-
frators ran the couniry fin
the hope of creating an im-
age) merits mention. 4P, in
a cable from Peking on Feb-
ruary 24, stated that when
Mr, Nixon end Mrs. Nixon
had visited the 500 —year
old Ming tombs outside Pe-
king, they found scores of
appareatly holidaying Chinese
carrying new transistor ra-
dios and sporting colourful
garb—a sight they had not
seen elsewhere in the coun-
try. After the Nixons left,
functionaries went among the
people collecting the radios,
As the Nixons bad appro-
ached the tomb of the Em-
peror Chanow, they paused to
watch four Chinese school
girls singing and® jumping ro-
pes The Nixons had beamed
shook bands and chatted wi-
th the four youngsters and
the two women who held
the rope for them, As soon
as the Nixons turned toen-
ter the tombs, the little girls
took off the bright ribbons
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around their pigtails, rolled
up their rope and departed.

“At one outdoor concrete
picnic table just below the
towering pagoda of the tom-
bs, two couples played cards
in the minus three degree
centigrade cold while Ameri-
can ftelevision photographers
recorded them, Newsmen had
asked a senipr member of
the White House staff how
he thought the people had
come to theremote site, sev-
eral km from any population
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centre, in a country which has
few aulomobiles and only a
limited number of tourist
buses, “You raisec a good
point”, he had said. Each
time the President had stop-
ped to talk to little ’groups
of girls in the gardens cam-
eramen had taken shots.

This story had an interesting
comeback. AP reported from
Washington on March 2 that
the Chinese Prime Minister,
Chou En-lai, had offered Pre-
sident Nixon a quick personal
apology last week when ersatz
Chinzse tourists carrying tran-
sistor radios had turned up
during Nixon’s visit to the
fabled Ming tombs. Chou had
volunteered an expression of
regrel—perhaps after lea ning
that American newsmen had
exposed the charade and was
quoted as telling Nixon it was
a mistake. Two days later.
however, similarly equipped
tourists had shown up when
President Nixon aod Mrs.
Nixon had toured the parks
and islands of Hangchow, one
of China’s favourite resort
cities, ..

Just ds the Chinese had tried
to create a favourable image
with people walking in the
park with transistor radios
and children in colourful garb
with beautifu] ribbons on their
pigtails, the Americans had
endeavoured to put up a
mighty TV show to keep the
US public fully focussed on
Nixon in China. No ‘better
pre-election, pre-primary gim-
mick could have been thoug-
ht of, for instance, than

4

Nixon on the moeon, but
next best to the nfoon, it
was Nixon in China—al.o
unexplored, inaccessible terri-
tority so far as the present
generation of Americans were
concerned. But even the best
of gimmicks have a tendency
to boomerang. This is what
the AP reported from New
York on February 26:%......
Seme of the original enthu-
siasm among the US public
over the Nixon visit to China
has waned-—with the live te-
levision pictures which start-
ed on Monday night (Feb. 21)
going through Friday with
very much of repetition and
little of surprise. The Colum-
bia Broadcasting network last
night cancelled 1ts live cover-
age from Peking in favour
of commercial domestic pro-
gramme explaining that it was
getting tired of relaying *pic-
ture posteard material® after
a long day at the Great
Wall, Many viewers com-
plained to TV netwerks that
they had more than enough
from China and wanted th-
eir favourite comedy or dra-
matic programme back. And
as press and ftelevision re-
porters sent from Peking mo-
re critical—even cynical—re-
ports about a regimented
Chinese people and the stag-
ing of ‘happiness shows’
for the Nixons, US viewers
also became mwore jaded. ‘We
bave China coming out of
our eyeballs,? some viewers
phoned their networks. ‘What’s
going in the US ?"... .. " The
Chinese had tried to put on

a better show than wha; Te-
alities warranted, and Nixon

had hoped that this would
make a big break for him
with the TV public—but it
did not turn out to te the
mighty success he had hoped.
Too much of a good thing
often turns bad. And this
is what Chou also discovered
when functionaries had coll-
ected the radios immedialtey
after the INixons went out of
the scene—forgetting the pr-
ess reporters, photographers
and the TV men who were
still about the sceme tailing
behind the Nixons.

IN THE SAME WAY
Nixon was given a rousing
reception back in Washington,
Premier Chou Fn lat was
given a big reception by mo-
re than 5000 people at Peking
airport when he had returned
from Shanghai on February
28 after seeing off President
Nixon. Mao’s wife, Chiang
Ching, and the top echelon
of the Chinese hierarchy
were among those who had
gathered at the airport to
welcome a triumphant Premier,
“Thousands of Red Guards,
soldiers and girls greeted Mr.
Chou who shook hands with
numercus people in the cr-
owd. Slogans raised by the
crowd hailed Chairman Mao’s
proletarian diplomatic 'ine
and the sound of gongs, dr-
ums and cymbals mingled
with the slogans

China had every reason to
be happy about the Maoist
“proletarian diplomatic line"’
which had, in the view of
many observers, made a real
paper tiger of Nixon America.
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The New York Times, under
the heading Chinese Sub:ilety
Has Edge Over U.S. Diplo-
macy pablished an excellent
review from its correspondent
Max Frankel reporting from
Anchorage in Alaska where
Nixon touched down on his
return from Shangbai. “China
has been on the American tele-
vision”, said Frankel “in brilli-
ant colour for eight days,
just about exhausting the
attention span of a nation of
frantic tourists .. ... We've
come, we’ve seen, we've con-
quered, We switch you now to
New Hampshire,” But Fran-
kel's comment on the veni,
vidi, vici attitude of the
Nixon - Kissinger combine is
most interesting. "*We have
been there, but we have not
sezn much and we have not
conquered the supplz diplo-
macy of the Chinese or the
colossal ignorance of both sid-
es which created this legacy
of hostility in the first place.
Frankel criticised Mr. Nixon
and “his impressario for Chi-
nese ballet, Dr. Henry Kissin-
ger’’ for having done what
they had deplored in their
predecessors “by committing
the prestige of the President to
the diplomacy of goodwill and
what used to be known con-
teniptuously as ‘‘atmospher-
ics.”

Frankel was vitriolic when
he continued: . . . . Not since
the cavortings of Nikita Kru-
shchev in the banquet halls of
the Kremlin have there been
scenes like the table hopping,
toasting of Nixon and com-
pany in the Great Hall of the
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People that first night in Pe-
king, to the strains of Turkey
in the Straw and other revolu-
tionary airs, brilliantly orches-
trated by the band of the
Chinese People’s Liberation
Army in full view of those
nervous allies in Japan and
even FEurope and practically
within the earshot of the sink-
ing Chinese nationalists in
Taiwan. Nor has Mr. Chou
given the anti-imperialists of

the world much reason to fear .

betrayal of the doctrines of
Revolution. He had already
acclaimed the President as a
courageous man and now he
was working for his place
in history by offering the
Great Hall and the Great
Wall as stages for television
drama by giving China. the
televised new image of a na-
tion of genteel, hospitable,
hardworking and long suffer-
ing innocents lured out of
their isplation by the dear old
Americans who used to fly the
hump and fought the Japanese
and stared down the Russians
and, on this one jet journey
to Peking, dutifully learnt the
error of their ways in Taiwan
and Vietnam, All this and not
the Nixon-Chou En lai com-
munique of soberly balanced
disagreements and modestly
circumspect agreement was
the essence of the China
caper.”?

This, more or less, sums up
what most hard-headed obser-
vers have had to say about the
Nixon Chou communique.
According to Frankel, the
communique had been anti-
cipated and had been more or
less agreed upon during the
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Kissinger negotiations. ‘It was
just that this time the world
was finally startled into giving
the attention the rapprochem-
ent deserved.The President and
the Premier had to meet to
ratify and to reveal the diplo-
matic bargain and psychologi-
cal breakthrough that they
have already arranged at long
distance over the last three
years.”The essential agreement

was that China and the USA
now shared enough common

interests on the world scene to
forget their ideological cbses-
sions and fears of each other,
They agreed that their con-
flict in Korea had all been “a
ghastly miscalcuation fomen-
ted by irresponsible men in
the Kremlin.”” They also
seemmed to agree that China
“had not really been the ag-
gressor that Americans had
imagined in its war with
India in 1962.” It was clear
that with the exception of
Taiwan, they had no real
dispute between themselves.
Both communist and nationa-
lists Chinese deemed Taiwan
to be- part of China, and
Nixon was prepared to grant
that the US no longer chal-
lenged that fact. Since the
8000 odd Americans troops
on Taiwan were there largely
to service the conflict in
Vietnam, the President was
also ready to promise their
gradual but certain withdrawal,
Since China lacked the means

to conquer the island by force,
Chou was prepared to let

the President see a prospect
for the peaceful settlement
of the dispute by the Chi-
nese themselves with no fur-
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ther  American interference
“in what has all aJong been
a civil war.”?

AND SINCE there was
no real prospect of ‘military
action across Taiwan Straits—
in either direction—there was
no difficulty in assuring the
diplomatic purists though not
in the Peking communique
itself that the American de-
fence commitment and dip-
lomatic recognition of Tai-
wan would be honoured un-
til the final settlement, This
is undoubtedly anomalous for
Washington to be committed
to what is now conceded to
be merely a province of Ch-
ina. “The trip now ended
.was proof enough that Ame-
ricans know the location of
the real Chinese capital and
tribute enough for the Go-
vernment that now reigns
there.” In return “for these
recognitions of reality”, the
Chinese leaders have allowed
Mr, Nixon to represent as gre-
af concessions the opening of
communications and exchan-
ges of people, ideas and goods
which they seered quite eager
to have in any case, “Actually
they did not give the President
the level of eflicial conmtact and
the pace of exchanges for
which he hoped. Having ac-
hieved a new American litany
on Taiwan, they now pressed
for more, from Tokyo as well

as from Washington. Mr.
Chou refused to come to Wa-
shington or to send his offici-
als there as long as some

other Chinese embassy func-
tions in the United States,
and he promised to be rath-

é

er fastidious about manag-
ing the new exchanges through
unofficial contact with Ame-
rican institutions and indi-
viduals,”

Chou had made it clear that
he wants the US troops off
Taiwan so that it would ins-
pire political change in the
island by making eventual
absorption appear inevitable.
“He will succeed even in this,”
was Frankel’s verdict. The
Americans when they get back
to US soil will realise the ine-
vitability of all this. The rest
of the journey and the com-
munique will fade into obliv-
ion. “The real record of this
journey”, he concluded, “is
not the communique. The pic-
ture that ought to linger is
the one of President Nixon
seated between Premier Chou
En-lai and the wife of Mzo
Tse-tung, in the Great Hall of
the People, watching women
soldiers in ballet shoes shoot-
ing, target practice at a cari-
cature of Chiang Kai-shek.
The President then said the
next day he loved the dan-
cing and the music and he
called it a play with a
powerful message......”

Such was Frankel's
roach to the whole Nixon
odyssey to China. Though
a little cynical and more than
tough on Nixon, the New
York Times corrsspondent’s
despatch written no doubt
during the flight from Shang-
hai to Alaska (and filed from
Anchorage), is a classic in
interpretative  analysis, The
comments of other correspon-

app-

dents who display equally
perceptive ipsight into men
and matters in the US gener-
ally tend to be very nearly
what Frankel has feit. Easwar
Sagar, the Indian Express
correspondent,  writing from
Washington on February 28,
stated that “it is Premier Chou
En-lai of China rather than
Mr. Nixon, the US President,
who has emerged as the clear
winner after the week-long
China summit.”” Though Kis-
singer has been at pains to
stress that the US had not
really given away anything,
“the document itself makes it
evident that the Chinese have
gained quite a few concessions
whilst giving away abcolutely
nothing themsclves This, com-
bined with the international
prestige by a self-solicited
Nixon visit, kas made China
taller than it has so far been,
particu'arly in Asia.”

Sagar also raised the ques-
tion whether there had been
any secret understandings whi-
ch had not been mentioned in
the communique. *The tight
secrecy in which the talks were
first arranged and then con-
ducted, only gives ground for
the fear that much more than
what is disclosed now may
have been discussed. Unly
future events as Mr, Nixon
himself has said, will unfold
how close the US and China
have moved towards each
other and whether thisis to
benefit the countries of Asia
or to harm their interests_**

THQUGH THE RAPPR-
OCHEMENT between the
US and China have been ge-
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nerally welcomed throughout
the world, (except in countries
like North Vietram, Taiwan
North Kor.a and the like),
the reaction to the communi-
que has Etezn most cautious
and uncertain. But the out-
spoken among commentators
have been uranimous that
China has got the better of
the deal. .

Premier Chou En-lai was the
madarin par excellence who
knew everything about dealing
with a rather buoyant Ameri-
can cowboy, impulsive and go-
getting, more anxious that
“the show must go on’' rather
than what he got out of it.
The mandarin has certainly
got the better of cowboy. In
fact, the mandarin has tied the
lasso of the cowboy into knots
—and it will take the cowboy
some untying to get the knots
untied and the lasso straighten-
ed out once again, The man-
darin has also outwitted the
Germanic fox — the fox the
cowboy had domesticated to
do his bidding. This is a long
story which will soon be leg-
end. In Asiatic Asia, the
mandarin’s stature has grown
immensely: and, people will
laugh behind the cowboy's
back—they will be afraid to
say cnything to his face beca-
use he has too many guns on
him.

The “proletarian diplomatic
line” of Mao Tse-tung has no
doubt won a great victory.
But not in the way the Peking
leaders will want or the Nixon
entourage led by Kissinger
will desire. The China summit

spells the promise of the US-
China derente. This has been
rightly welcomed throughout
the world, A thaw in US-Chi-
na relations has been long
overdue, Whether this will
ultimately settle into “a global
spring” of peace and happi-
ness is no doubt dependent
on factors not all of which are
within the control of either or
both countries. Between them-
selves, China and the USA

cannot determine the fate of
the world.

If nobody else does, Chou
En-lai fully realises this, China
has taken care to proclaim
that she does not seek to bea
super-power. Nixon has yet
to realise that being the head
of a super-power does not
automatically make him a
super - parsonage cntitled to
dictate to the world. Living
in the clonds of a super-power
paranoia, Nixon does not as
yet seem to realise that Chou
has got the better of the bar-
gain. Nixon will soon be con-
fronted with the problem of
what he could de with the cards
which he thought were his
trumps. He will have to re-

arrange his pack much sooner
than he expects.

The Nixon—Chou commu-
nique, in the ultimate ana-
lysis, is an exercise in cy-
nical politicking, Both sides
have shed some of their
friends by the wayside. But

both sides continue to assure
them of friendship,

Peking still holds out pro-
mises to Hanoi whilst nego-
tiating with its arch-enemy.
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Washington has undertaken
to leave Taiwan to its fate
progressively, but still holds
out that its defence treaty
with the Generalissmo was
still an enduring committment,
The resurrection of the five
principles of the Pancha Sila
is a clever piece of cynical
showmanship. It proclaims
peaceful  co-existence, but
people cannot easily forget
tkat when Krushchev wanted
to establish a basis of peace-
ful co-existence with the USA
of Eisenhower it was uppo-
sed by Peking. Mao’s line
at that time was that there
was an unending war bet-
ween the undeveloped and
developed, between the villa-
ges and cities, etc., etc., a
dogma which was projected
strongly by Lin Piao who
has since vanished {rom Ch-
ina's political scene. There
could be no compromise wi-
th imperialism Mao had said,
especially American imperia-
lism.

In view of Nixon’s impen-
ding visit to Moscow, the
President must have been at
pains to assert that there was
no collusion against third co-
untries. There is no reference
to Moscow in the commu-
nique. But there is one about
India. This bas been regarded
by the Indian PM and the In-
dian press as an unneces-
sary and unwanted intrusion
into the internal affairs of
India, To speak about self-
determination for Kashmir,
it has been pointed out, se-
ems most incongruous for a
Chinese. “The principle of
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self-determination is a prin- go the way Lin Piao and Nixon will lose the next
ciple the Han race never Lj, Shoo - Chi went, and elections.

accepted or respected.” Tibet
isa case in point, And the
USA is the least equipped,
Indian papers have stressed, to
ordain that any other country
should pull out its troops or
determine its boundaries after
its own record in Vietnam,
Laos and Cambodia.

China has every reason to
feel triumphant, Nixon and
Kissinger have fallen lock,
stock and barrel for Mao's
proletarian  diplomatic line.
And they have committed
the USA to a communique
which is pregnant with many
dangerous potentialities for the
USA. Within the USA itself
there will be many who will
regard the China summit as a
“sell out”. The many friends
the US has dropped to estab-
lish this detente with China
will also quietly revolt each in
their own way. And countries
like India will be on the alert
ready to seea Sino-US tiger
behind every bush.

And Mao himself will find it
extremely difficult to explain
his new proletarian diplomatic
line to his erstwhile friends in
North Vietnam, North Korea
and in all the revolutionary
movements encouraged by Chi-
na sofar, It will be interes-
ting to see how far the plea
that this policy of “peaceful co-
existence” with the USA was
essential to deal with the so-
cial-imperialistic revisisionists
in Russia and the reactionary
neo-imperialist expansionists
in India will be accepted by
Peking’s friends.

Mandarin Chou and cow-
bov Nixon must think upa
new act to keep the show going,
Otherwise others actors will Cartocnists” view of summit; two who may benefit: Our from under
take their place. Chou will the shadow.
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INDIA

Indian Fears

FEAR AND ALARNM OVER

Communique

Shanghai

New Delhi

Richard Nixon and Chou
En-lai have made kndia a par-
ticular target of their unrem-
itting hostility. Their collusion,
witnessed during the Indo-Pak
war, now formalised, will get
intensified *in the months to
come. This is the reading in
knowledgeable circles here of
the Peking communique on the
conclusion of Nixon'’s visit to
China. It is, however, a most
deceptive and tricky docu-

ment, accordimg to foreign
policy experts. The undoubted

low-key narration in the com-
munique is designed to still or
dispel the fears and suspicions
entertained all the world over,

The apparent mildness of
the document and the strident
Chinese declaration of its be-
ing averse to becoming a
super-power and similar clap-
trap have beguiled a section of
public opinion in India into
believing that the fears enter-
tained by India about a possi-
ble division of spheres of influ-
ence of this part of the world
by Washington and Peking

were misplaced,

Quite on the contrary, the
communique has only heigh-
tened those fears given repeated
exprssion to by the Prime
Minister in her recent election
speeches, The Chinese declar-

TRIBUNE, March 20, 1972

ation that it firmly supports
the right of self-determination
of the people of Jammu and
Kéashmir constitutes an uvlti-
matum which cannot but cause
alarm in New Delhi,

This is an intimation by the
Chinese that they are bent
upon breaking up the terri-
torrial integrity of India, This
coupled with the recent Chin-
ese troop movements along
the Himalayan border can
create a menacing situation.

It is reliably understood
that all along the border front

NEFA to Ladhak small clus-
ters of Chinese troops have
been muzzling into what they
call *“disputed territory.” This
is particularly so in the central
sector, where Bara Hoti is
located. A large number of
them have barged in at Shipki
La recently,

It is particularly noted in
New Delhi that the Joint Com-
munique was issued even
before the final Shanghai ban-
quet, The inference drawn is
that the Chinese and Yankees
did not find any difficulty in
arriving at substantial agree-
ment on most issues discussed.
This was expected, as Nixon's
journey to Peking was that of
a penitent sinner,

And the result is terrilying.
They have divided up Asia and

the Pacific, The communique
says that neither USA nor
China will have hegemony in
this vital and sprawling region.
This is true, what seems to be
left out from the communique
is that hereafter they will
mutually share the domination
of this region.

This is clear from many
other facts that bave been
stated in the document. The
Americans have given up Tai-
wan. The Chinese, though
unilaterally, have demanded a
ncutral Japan. The Americans
have, for the first time, said
they will comp'etely withdraw

their troops and installations
from Indo-Chipna states, whe-
ther or not they achieve a

negotiated settlement on the
basis of their Eight Point
Programme,

This unprecedented gesture
of Yankee generosity acquires
special sigonificance in the
context of the Chinese sil-
ence on North Vietram, The
Chinese mentioned only the
Seven Point Formula of the
PRG of South Vietnam, but
not that of North Vietnam.

Both the Chinese and the
Americans must have agreed

on a set-up in South Viet-
nam which will not be amen-
able to Hanoi.

The Vietnamese seem to
have smelt the rat even be_
9
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fore the sinner landed in
- Peking in sackcloth and ashes.
It appears that the Japanese
recently sent a team to Ha-
noi for talks at the instance
of the Vietnamese. The Ja-
panese have also started build-
ing bridges with North Korea
whose Foreign Minister sud-
denly went off to Moscow
the other day.

The week that Nixon spent
in the Forbidden City and

elsewhere in Chipa is des-
cribed as “the week that
changed the history of the

world.” It might well be so.
The hegemony the Chinese
and Yankees will jointly ex-
ercise over the Pacific and
Asia heralds a new phase in
world history. American cre-
dit will now pour into China,

according to China—watch-
ers here,

On several issues, they have
stated their seeming differ-
ences, but it is strikingly sig-
nificant that they have hard-
ly any differences on the
Indian sub-continent. The
difference is only in empha-
sis. Both called for the with-
drawal of Indian troops from
Bangla Desh and from across
the cease-fire line in Jammu
and Kashmir, while New Delhi
has stated more than once
that the old cease-fire line no
longer held good.

While doing so the Ameri-
can side referred only to the
UN Cecurity Council Reso-
lution of December 21, which
was acceptable to India, wher-
eas the Chinese side referred
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to the UN Resolution —mean-
ing, the General Assembly
Resolution which was totally
unacceptable to us.

True, neither side has under
written the territorial integrity
of Pakistan. In other words,
depending upon future devel-
opments, both will not be
averse to recognising Bangla
Desh. Indeed, the US is ex-
pected to dosoina couple
of months.

As for the Chinese, they
have put Bhutto on a leash,
They also will recognise’ Ban-
gla Desh if Bhutto undertakes
his projected trip to the Sovi-
et Union and accepts any of
its advice. Bhutto is on pro-
bation as far as the Chinese
are concerned,

As for India, we have been
called upoun by the mendacious
Mandarins to concede the
right of celf-determination to
the people of Jammu and
Kashmir.

The Yankees, on the face
of it, have not been that
harsh. But they will continue
to arm what is left of Pakistan
and prevent reasonable settle-
ment between that country
and China. The suspended US
credit to India might as well
remain more or less suspend-
ed for ever for the US interest
has shifted to China.

Unlike India, the Soviet
Union is not named anywhere
in the Joint Communique. But
the main graphs in the comm-
unique point to that country.

We are sought to be harassed
because of our treaty with
Moscow,

There are several key para-
graphs in the Communique
that are directed against the
Soviet Union. For instance,
while shouting out their mut-
ual “renunciation’’ of hege-
mony over the Pacific and
Asia, the communique goes on
record that “each is opposed
to the effort by any other
Country or group of countries
to establish such hegemony”

Which is this country, or
group of countries, alluded to?
They bave in mind only the
Soviet Union.

The group could be the
Soviet Union and India, wh-
ich have been coming close
to each other especially du-
ring the Bangla Desh Liber-
ation.

A key para says that “bo-
th sides are of the view that
it would be against the inter-
ests of the people of the
world for any major country
to collude with another ag-
ainst other countries or for
major eountries to divide up
the world into spheres of
influence*’

An interpretation has bteen
set out that this is an ass-
urance to Moscow that the
Chinese and Yankees are not
conspiring against that coun-
try. But the first part of the
para could refer to the Sinc—
US charge that the Soviet
Union colluded with India
in dismembering Pakistan.
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All in all, New Delhi has
cause to worry about a
great deal. For the Peking
communique is nothing short
of a declaration of war on
India.
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Australian Socialist View

A Socialist View of

The Nixon - Chou Communique

Sydney,

As" was already fairly clear
before its @ publication, the
official communique on Pre-
sident Nixon’s talks with the
leaders of the People’s Re-

public of China foreshadows
the development of contacts

between the two governments,
between American and Chi-

nese scientists, journalists and
others, and the fostering of
bilateral trade relations.

What almost exceeded ex-
pectations was the breath
taking hypocrisy of Nixon in
putting his signature to the
pledge, contained in the com-
munique, that “neither side
should seek hegemony in the
Asia-Pacific region, and each
is opposed to the effort by any
other country or group of
countries to establish such
hegemony,”

For the long-time pretender
to domination in this region,
whose bombers continued rain-
ing death and destruction
over Indochina even as he
took up the pen to sign his
name, this was brazen stuff in-
deed. Even in the wording of
this sentence there was an
implied contradiction to the
statement, elsewhere in the
communique, that “it would
be against the interests of the
peoples of the world. ... to

divide up the world into sph-
eres of influence."”
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For the rest, the communi-
que largely consists of separate
statements by the two sides on
issues on which they could not
agree, notably the I[ndochina
war and Taiwan,

However one cannot avoid
the view that, overall, the
statement enhances the credi-
bility of Nixon'’s spurious
current ‘‘Vietnamisation and
withdrawal” policy on Indochi-
na since there is unfortuna-
tely no specific rejection of
this in the Chinese section of
the document. But all this is
the merest beginning. The
governments of two countries
as imporiant as the USA and
China have not effected a
policy change towards each
other as dramatic as the one
the world is now witnessing

just for political peanuts,

Both Peking and Washing-
ton perceive their central and
most important foreign policy
task as working to gain ad-
vaatages in their relations with
Moscow, each according to its
lights, Having reached this
assessment, working to resolve
their differences with - each
other becomes an important
task in itself and also an im-
portant function of their cent-
ral problem vis-a-vis Moscow.
It can be expected that with
the toasting and speechifying
from both sides now over, ho
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effort will be spared in tackling
the nitty-gritty of Sino - US
problems in the months and
years ahead.

Professor Alan S, Whiting,
of Michigan State University,
USA, is widely credited, along
with fellow Asia specialist
Frof. D. Barnett, with author-
ship of the scenario which led
the US Administration to
make its 180-degree turn in
China policy and Nixon to
propose his visit to Feking. In
an article in the January edi-
tion of the Tokyo-based dip-
lomatic  quarterly, Pacific
Community, Prof. Whiting pro-
vided invaluable insights into
the possible areas of longer-
range Sino-American discus-
sion. South-east Asia (that
means, above all, the Indo-
china war) he excluded from
consideration in this regard,
saying that ‘“too sharp a con-
_flict with multiple constituent
interests on both sides prevents
resolution (of South - east
Asian problems)in this forum.”

But he was on the contrary
mildly optimistic of progress
on the problem of Taiwan. His
account of the US attitude
toward a Taiwan settlement in
fact closely parallels the “five
prineiples in relation to Tai-
wan’’ put by Nixon’s special
adviser, Dr. Henry Kissinger,
to the chairman of Japan’s
Democratic Socialist Party,
Ikko Kasuga, ata meeting in
the White House on December
3. The “five principles,” which
are a mere detailed statement
of what appears in the com-

munique, can be summarised
as follows:
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1. The US would maintain
its defence commitment to
Taiwan, as provided in the
US-Taiwan Treaty,

2. Economic aid to Taiwan
would be reduced in gradual
steps,

3. The US would firmly
oppose any usg of force in
settling the Taiwan issue (i.e.,
would oppose any attempt by
Chiang Kaishek to invade the
mainland, as well as any att-
empted invasion of Taiwan
by the PRC),

4. US forces on Taiwan,
now numbering 9000, would
be reduced by gradual steps.

5. The Taiwan issue should
be settled between China and
Taiwan, But some 10 years
would be required for any
such settlement,

But it is in North-east Asia
that Nixon’s Asian scenarist,
Prof. Whiting, sees the great-
est chances of fruitful Sino-
US accommodation. This
region, he writes, in contrast
to South-east Asia, “has no
immediate crisis issue, nor is
it any longer an arena of great
power conflict played out
through proxy conflict among
smaller allies.’” On the cont-
rary, North-east Asia “offers
potential arcas of convergent
interest wherein a willingness
to share in the compromise of
unilateral goals may bring
common gains through multi-
lateral arrangements.’’

While noting that, given the
current developments between
Washington and Peking, any
genuine multilateral develop-

ment pivots on the position of
Japan, as the most powerful
influence on interaction in the
region, Whiting postulates two
particular areas with the pot-
ential for multilateral effort:
Ocean resources, particularly
offshore oil, and arms control.

On the first matter, he fore-
shadows exploitation of the
rich il resources believed to
lie off the whole length of the
Chinese coast by a multi-natio-
nal consortium, with Japan-
ese and US participation, but
with ownership and basic
financial interest being retain-
ed by the PRC. On the still
thornier question of arms
control, he suggests as an idea
likely to be canvassed an acco-
rd between the PRC, the US,
Japan, the two Koreas and the
Soviet Union to exclude nu-
clear weapons from an area
covering a 1500-mile radius
from Tokyo.

While noting the complexi-
ties and difficulty of turning
such perspectives into realities,
Whiting stresses the magni-
tude of the changes which are
occurring when he writes:
“Not since 1941 hasa single
year signalled a decade of such
impending change in the iuter-
national relations of Asia as
1971 . . .. The interrelations
of Washington, Peking, and
Tokyo can no longer be view-
ed as separate pairs of bilate-
ral lines. Gone is the rigid
confrontation of alliances
which juxtaposed the “socia-
list camp’ against the ‘free
world.” **
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There is another vital di-
mension to these changes,
which has been totally obs-
cured in the Australian me-

dia by the Nixon visit to
China. Much more important

than the color of Patricia
Nixon's dress at the For-
bidden City is the rapidly
developing co-operation bet-
ween the Soviet Union and
Japan.

These two countries, spur-
red by their common (if dif-
ferently motivated) sense of
grievancé at the turn in re-
lations between the US and
China, are pulling out all
the stops in developing their
relations in all fields. The
regular USSR-Japan foreign
ministerial conference held in
Tokyo in danuary decided
that the already well-estab-
lished Japanmese role in de-
veloping the natural resources
of Siberia should be greatly
stepped up, and, most im-
portant, that, after a I6-year
suspension, negotiations sho-
uld be resumed on the con-
clusion of a peace treaty
between the Soviet Union
and Japan. An exchange of
visits by the Prime Ministers
of the two countries is already
in the diplomatic works, with
Alexei Kosygin likely to start
the ball rolling with a visit
to Japan this year.

How should socialists re-
gard the new constellation
of power r:lations in Asia
which is emerging?

As a general point, the
latest developments hammer
what ought to (but won’t)

be the final nail in the cof-
fin of the idea that socialists
can effectively orient their
thinking about world affairs
on the attitudes of any
particular  government. So-
cialists must learn to do
their own thinking about such
questions or be doomed to
the “political impotence of
parroting what are often only
temporary propaganda posi-
tions reflecting the changing
interests of a nation-state.

But there is one aspect of
the new scene which over-
rides all others in importance
and that is the continuing
Indochina war.

It should not have gone
unnoticed that the delegates
of the Vietnamese liberation
forces to the Paris Confer-
ence on Vietnam chose the
moment of Nixon's arrival
in Peking to deliver their
most savage attack ever upon
the Nixon administration’s
policy of aggression in Indo-
china, and followed it up
by taking the unprecedented
step of walking out of the
conference before the Ameri-
cans could say a word in reply.
If that was not a clear signal
to their friends all over the
world of their attitude in the
new Asian scene, then all the
rules have changed.

Great Powers are by defini-
tion rather well able to look
after themselves. The embat-
tled peoples of Indochina
sense a danger that in the
present shift in Great Power
rclations they might once ag-
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ain beconie, as they feel hap-
pened to some exteut in 1954,
a victim of the shift. It is
this danger which merits the
closest attention.

There was more than a
touch of prophecy in the
words of the Japanese Com-
munist Party newspaper, Aka-
hata, when, in an article on
the Nixon Doctrine published
on August 21, 1971, in the
month following the first ann-
ouncement of Nixon’s visit to
China, it said: “The urgent
common task before the
world’s anti-imperialist forces
is to overcome all arguments
that tend to embellish and
exonerate Nixon, and to
strengthen the struggle for
support of and solidarity,
with the struggle of the Indo-
chinese peoples.””

Malcolm Salmon.
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Peking and Hanoi

MAO’'S PREDICAMENT

Hanoi Disappointed

Berlin,

The process of disillusion-
ment with Mao, regarding
Vietnam, has greatly intensi-
fied. Peking’s request to Hanoi
and the Revolutionary Gover-
ament in South Vietnam not
to do anything that would
embarrass the American guest
was turped down with con-
tempt. On the other hand,
Hanoi did everything to snub
Mao.

On the day Nixon reached
Peking, the official North
Vietnamese daily, “Nandahn®,
published the full text of the
Soviet Communist Party Sec-
retary - General Brezhnev's
message to the World Assem-
bly for Peace and Independen-
ce of Indo-China (held near
Paris), which was boycotied
and attacked by Peking. Brez-
hnev’s message was read in
Paris on February 11, but
Hanoi reserved it for February
21, as a missile against Nixon
being received by Mao in
Peking:

On the eve of Nixon's visit
Hanoi's military publishing
house released a book entitled
“Nixon’s criminal records”,
ata time when the Maoists
were trying to white-wash the
image of the bomber and kill-
. er of the Indo-Chinese people,
A documentation of US crime
in Indo-China and the impli-
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cations of the “Vietnamisga-
tion” of the war, the book,
in its introduction, warns aga-
inst appeasement policies.

At the same time, in order
to demonstrate that the Ame-
rican people are not enemies
of the Vietnamese, on the day
Nixon arrived in Peking, a top
DRYV offlcial received Ameri-
can scientist and Nobel Prize-
winner, Prof Wald, a leader

of the anti - war movement
in the US, in Hanoi with
great pomp and honour.

On February 23, when Nix-
on was engaged in prolonged
secret talks with Chou En-lai,
North Vietnamese Defence
Minister General Giap, in a
message to Soviet Defence
Minister, Marshal Grechko,
paid tribute to the Soviet
Army, and “deeply apprecia-
ted the fraternal friendship

between Soviet and DRV de-
fence forces.”

While hailing the “unceas-
ing aid” the Soviet Army
gave the Viet Army, General
Giap told Marshal Grechko,
that the Soviet Army is “rend-
ering an important contribu-
tion toward strengthening of
the socialist system and pro-
tection of peace and security
of countries throughout the
world.”

SNUB NO. 3 came {rom
Paris where a spokesman of

the DRV delegation at the
Vietnam conference, Nguyen
Thai Le, made it clear,ata
special press conference, that
there would not be a resump-
tion of negotiations with the
Americans during the days
Nixon stayed in China.

He strongly rebutted the
allegation in the American
press, that a top North Viet-
namese representative was
flying from Paris to Peking
to meet Nixon or one of his
aides. *“Such rumours were
totally unfounded’, said the
Vietnamese spokesman, This
denial was made with the
express purpose of telling the
world that China could not
be any kind of arbiter,

This spokesman in Paris
also copdemned the hypo-
crisy “with which Nixon had
spoken in Peking,”” World
pressmen in Paris took this
February 24 Press conference
as “Vietnam's rebuff” to the
Nixon-Mao summit.

Vietnamese sources in Paris
were very bitter that China
boycotted history’s biggest
anti-Imperialist conference on
Indo-China, held in Versailles,
which was attended by 84
countries, including America,
North and South Vietnam,
Laos and Cambodia,

Vietnamese patriots are
fully aware of Chinese double-
dealing. While, in 1965, Pe-
king's leaders assured Hanoi
of their “full support’’ and
readiness to make the “great-
est national sacrifices” in the
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struggle against US aggres-
sion, Mao gave a secret assur-
ance to Washington, that
China “would fight only in
case the US attacked the PEG
directly.”

The “Pentagon papers” fur-
ther reveal, that the US inten-
sified the Vietwar and laun-
ched the most savage raids
in the north after this trea-
cherous Peking assurance was
delivered to the US ambassa-
dor at the “China talks” in
Warsaw,

Whatever might be the
secret decisions taken at the
Nixen-Mao summit on the
Indo - China question, the
DRY, PRG, Pathet Lao and
Cambodian patriots will not
listen to Mao any more and
reject Nixon’s Eight - Point
Trick.

Kuphanandan Nair.

DMK’s Separatism

i

Okay, it's a deal: We leave the fate of Taiwan to \rou. you leave the

fate of Amenca to Vietnam.

TAMIL NADU

D. M. K. ’s Separatist Itch?

By M. BHAKTAVATSALAM,
Former Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu

The DMK in Tamil Nadu
came to power in 1967 beca-
use the people wanted a chan-
ge after continuous Congress
administration and also be-
cause the DMK indulged in
rash promises to the electora-
te. The people in Tamil Nadu
were, however, getting disil-
lusioned at the poor perfor-
mance of the DMK Govern-
ment and at the serious lapses
in the administration. At the
mid - term election, in 1971,
the DMK wisely placed before
the electorate only two issues:
the leadership of Mrs. Indira

Gandhi and the acceleration
in the ushering in of demo-
cratic socialism,

The DMK did not put forth
any of its pet theories before
the public; therefore, the peo-
ple solidly voted tor the
DMK. But for the solid sup-
port of the Congress the DMK
could not have secured its
large majority, It has to be
remembered that Chief Minis-
ter M. Karunanidhi and Edu-
cation Minister V. R, Nedun-
chezhian won the election only
by barrow majorities, and but
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for the support given by the
adherents of the Congress
organisation, they would have
been defeated at the polls.

After coming to power, the
Chief Minister and his party
have been kicking up a row
with the Centre on one i_z'isgl_.l,c
or another. Unilaterally, the
DMK Government appointed
a committee to study Centre-
State relations, and. . they
wanted the Centre to accept
the recommendations of the
Committee.

They held a conferrece be-
fore the elections and put
forth the demand for complete
autonomy of the State with a
loose federation with the
Centre,

Regarding the C_ap_ﬁ'ﬁr_y, wa-
ters dispute between Tamil
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D.M.K.’s Separatism

Nadu and Mysore, the Chief
Minister even chose to con-
demn the Centre for not
constitutinga tribuna] as de-
manded by him. It looked
as if the Chief Minister.was
more interested in finding an
opportunity to condemn the
Centre than to solve the
dispute between Mysore and
Tamil Nadu,

I expressed my views at
that time, that it was not
in the interests of Tamil Na-
du to demand a tribunal, The
Chief Minister has now cho-
sen to equate the Bangla
Desh issue with the dispute
which he has raised in regard
to Centre-State relationship.

There is, indeed, no com-
parison between the two. Pa-
kistan was asked for and
secured on the basis of a
Muslim majority. The east-
ern and western parts of Pa-
kistan were not contiguous,
but were separated by 1200
miles of Indian territory;
therefore there could not be
a real nation or country com-
prising East and West Pa-
kistan.

The advocates of Pakistan
were not even imterested in
the Muslim population of
East Pakistan, They were
only interested in ruling over
these people and exploiting
them.

Bangla Desh, which had
a large majority, population-
wise, in Pakistan, had never
had any proper share in the
administration. It was the
military junta in West Pakis-
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tan which was ruling over
them and, as Mr. Bhutto
himself, has pointed out, a
handful of capitalists sought
to exploit the rich soil of
Bangla Desh.

West Pakistan did not fol-
low any democratic mettods
even after the elections in
which the Awami League,
led by Sheikh Mujib-ur-Rah-
man, won by a massive ma-
jority.

The Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister conveniently forgets
all these points. He simply
states that because Pakistan
interfered in the provincial
rights of East Pakistan, Ba-
ngla Desh chose to attain
independence.

The Chief Minister points
this out as a warning to the
Centre in India. He expres-
ses his view in clear terms
that this lesson should be
learnt by the Centre. This
is mischievous and mislead-
ing. The question of Centre-
State relations is a routine
matter. The framers of the
Constitation, led by Dr. Am-
bedkar, had in mind that the
Centre should be a strong
one. To make a demand
for autonomy as such asif
there is no autonomy in the
States, certainly smacks of
separatism.

It is really reprehensible
that the Chief Minister of
Tamil Nadu should have
chosen to launch a persistent
campaign against the Centre
during the emergency.

No one is able to under-
stand what exactly the DMK
means by autonomy, gltho-
ugh the Chief Minister is an-
Xious to assure the people
that his intention is not to
weaken the Centre or impair
the unity of the country. The
demand will undoubtedly seek
to weaken the Centre.

One of the important Mi-
nisters of Tamil Nadu, Mr.
Nedunchezhian, is reported
to bhave stated at a public
meeting, that, except Defence,
the Centre should not have
any other subject to deal
with.

The same Minister has also
propounded the proposition
that after Gandbiji and Ne-
kruji, one cannot think in
terms of an all India lcader-
ship any longer, and that the

present popularity of Mrs.
Indira Gandhi could only be
short-lived. It looks as if

the DMK is itching for a
conftict with the Certre for
their own reasons.

It is, of course, for the
Central Government to deal
with the situation as it deve-
lops: but 1 bave no doubt
that the people of Tamil Na-
du will not countenance this
confrontation by the DMK
with equanimity.

If you have
moved,
please notify
your change of
address

To

The Circulation Manager,
43, Dawson Street,Colombo 2.
Phone 33172
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March, 11, 1972

The news that Ceylon had
- extended full diplomatic recog-
nition to Bangla Desh was an-
nounced locally on the morn-
ing of March 5. The decision
had evidently been taken a few
days before, but the Prime
Minister, Mrs. Sirimavo Ban-
daranaike, had sent a message
on March 4 1o the Bangladesh
PM, Saeik Mujibur Rahman,
conveying the Ceylon Govern-
meit’s decision to accord full
recognition to* Baagladesh as
a soverzign and independent
state. The letter sent to Dacca
was released by the Ministry
of External Affairs and De-
fence on March 5 and it read;
‘“l am happy to inform you
that the Ceylon Government
has decided to accord full

recognition to Bangladesh as a
sovereign independent State.
I wish to extend to you, Mr.
Prime Minister, and through
you, to the Government and
people of Bangladesh the
sincere greetings and  best
wishes of my Government and
the people of Ceylon. I look
forward to the establishment
‘of close relations and friend-
ly co-operation between our
two countries and Govern-
ments in our mutuyl interest.”
This information was conveyed
to Prime Minister Rahman in
Moscow where he was on his
final stages of his state visit.
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Adventurism

By Serendib.

Ceylon was thus the last

Commonwealth nation in the
Asian region to recognise
Bangladesh., Ceylon had dela-
yed recognition until Pakistan
had ‘“come’ to terms with
Bangladesh’’, but finding that
this was not likely to happen
at any time in the future in a
a manner tbat would preserve
the “territorial integrity”’ of Pa-
kistan as created in 1947,
Ceylon had obviously decided
to recognise the reality of
Bangladesh, The Ceylon Go-

vernment was also in touch
with Dacca to establish a

direct telephone link between
Colombo and the Eangladesh

capital. When Pakistan, east
and west, was one unit,

Colombo was linked to Dacca
by radio through Karachi
but with the emergence of

Bangladesh as an independent
country, contact with Dacca
was being maintained through
London and this was prohibi-
tively expensive. It will be
recalled that over 9000 tons of
the 10,000 tons of coconut oil
bought by Pakistan previously
had been” shipped to Dacca.
No sooner had recognition

been accorded, Ceylon had set
in motion negotiations to sell

coconut oil to Bangladesh and
the now pationglised BCC Ltd
has, it is reported, taken the ne-
cessary steps for this purpoze.
There has been a great deal
of comment locally and else-
where about Ceylon's delay
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in recognising  Bangladesh,
The Commonpwealth Secreta-
riat’s head, Mr, Arsold Smith,

was in Ceylon in the last week
of February. He came to

Ceylon from a visit to Cacca.
He bad come to :ound the

Government about admitting
Bangladesh to the Common-

wealth. It was known before -

Smith left Ceylon that Ceylon
had no objections to Bangla-
desh being admitted to the
Commonwealth, but few
expected direct diplomatic
recognition by Ceylon to fol-
low so soon,

Significance is also attached
to the communique Nixon and

€Chou had issued in Shangtai
on February 27, The Chinese

part of the joint communique
stressed the right of all na-

tions to ‘‘safegvard the inde-
pendence, sovereignty and
territorial integrity of iter
own countries.”” Nevertheless,
five sentences furtter on in
tke communique, the Chiree
side omitted any reference to
“territorial integrity”® in ex-
pressing support for Pakistan’s
“struggle to preserve .. ...,
independence and sovereign-
ty”’. This was a hint, o dou-
bt, that Peking was beginning
to accept the co-c:pt of an
independent Bangladesh. This

meant that China did not
place much hopes on Pakis-
tan’s ability to recover its
economically vital former eas-
tern wing.

Thougn India was ‘‘un-
popular'’ with both Chou and
Nixon, observers felt that this
cautious omission regarding
Pakistan, in a most carsfully-
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worded joint statement, was
clear indication that the US
would sooner or later recogn-
ise Bangladesh, whilst China
would not *‘object’”’ to states
friendly to her recoghising
Baagladesh, although she her-
self might not recognise Bang-
ladesh in the foreseeable
future,

But Chira has much to
worry about Pakistan. Bhutto
dozs not seem able to estab-
lish the necessary degree of
unity within West Pakistan it=
self to pull it out of the rut,
Gul Hassan and Rahim Khan
bave been pushed out by
Tikka Khan and Zafar Chau-
dbry as the heads of the army
and air force and this does
not port:nd good fcr Bhutto
himseli personally. The Pat-
han and Baluchis have openly
threatened to declare war agai-
nst the Punjabi domination
in Pakistan. It must be rem-
embered that the 22 families
which own and rule Pgakistan
come, in the main, from the
Punjab. There is €évery likeli-
hood that West Pgkistan will
very sgon be plunged into a
civil war of its own—and this
may be precipitated by <but-
cher’' Tikka Khan who may
want to crush the Baluchi and
Pathan revolt with an iron
hand. This would split the
Pakistani Army and trigger a
bloodbath bstween the Pun-
jabi and Pathan units, This
would also involve Afghanis-
tan and India in the turmoil
which will inevitably lead to
the dismemberment of West
Pakistan. To prevent this
calamity, politically opportun-
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ist Bhutto and the blind mili-
tarist Tikka Khan might
start a diversionary Jehad
against India over Kashmir
and other issues, This would
be the more attractive alterpa-
tive before the present rulcrs
of Pakistan rather than crack
down immediately on Fathan
and Baluchi agitation for pro-
vincial autonomy. How Chipa
and the USA will react to this
developing situation in Pakis-
tan is not known, but it is
obvious that the people in
Ceylon (and even the daily
press) seem to be completely
oblivious to such possibilities,

An interesting sidelight in-
to the question of recognising
Bangladesh came upin Cey-
I>)n towards the end of last
month. Mr. Amaradasa Fer-
nando, the Secretary of the
Friends of Bangla Desh in
Ceylon, had gone to Dacca
and the new state on a two-
week visit. On his return
he was interviewed by local
daily papers, and in a front
page story in the Times of
Ceylon, on Febrvary 25, 1972
it was reported that: “‘the
people of Bangladesh were
saddened by the non-recog-
nition of their country by
Ceylon. This was stated by
Mr. Amaradasa Fernando,
the Secretary of the Friends
of Bangladesh, who returned
to Ceylon after a tour of that
country. Mr. Fernando said
that he was able to impress
upon Bangladesh leaders the
difficulties that Ceylon faced
with the ‘voices of a separa-

tist movement being hard in
Ceylon itself’. The leaders

of Bangladesh appreciated
these difficulties......”

The Ceylon Daily News
on February 26, 1972, also
gave frontpage prominence to
Mr. Fernando, The report
read: *.. ‘For us there was
no other way but separation.
We cannot see a similar si-
tuation in your country’, said
Sheik Mujibhur Rahman to
Mr. Amaradasa Fernando,
General Secretary of the Fr-
iends of Bangladesh. Mr.
Fernando returned to Ceylon
after a ' two weeks stay in
Bangladesh. ‘We were ina
majority in Pakistan; we were
one thousand miles apart. We
earned 70 percent of the fo-
reign exclange of Pakistan but
we were given only 30 percent
for our expenditure from the
Cert-al Government. The best
jobs were not open to the
Bengalis, they were filled with
West Pakistanis. Except in
exceptioral cases, only the
clerical and labourers jobs
were open to Bengalis, The
Bengalis were bled white; we
were a virtual colony of West
Pakistan; and finally genocide
was committed on our nation.
If the Dravidians (Tamils) are
exploited and faced linguistic
and physical annihilation as
the Bengalis before liberation,
then their cause is just,” Mr.
Abdul Samad Azad, Foreign
Ministesr, also apreed with
Sheik Mujibhur Rahman on
his observation regarding the
so-called <Yal Desh’ of the
Ceylon Federalists, .., .”"

Whilst Mr. Amaradasa Fer-
nando was touring Bangla-
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This week’s cover is a picture of one of the
mythological figures decorating the gopuram of the
Hindu temple of Muneswaram near Chilaw. It is
a close - up with a telephoto lens and it therefore
bears the distortion of the angle from which the
picture was taken. It is a striking shot from one
of the oldest Hindu temples in Ceylon. The pres-
ent building and gopuram are new. The legendary
temple, where Rama is said to have worshipped
when he had come to wage war on Ravana, was
destroyed by the Portuguese. Everything had been
reduced to dust. But the most sacred idols and
the lingam had bzen secretly taken away to be
hidden in the forest fastness along the banks ot
the Deduru Oya. The temple was rebuilt on the
same hallowed spot during British times. The pre-
sent buildings do not have the mighty grandeur of
what it once had been, but hundreds of thourands
of worshippers flock to the place. Muneswaram has
an important place in pre-Vijayan history and litera-

ture and is one of the links with ancient Ceylon.

desh, the FP leaders Mr
S.J. V. Chelvanayakam and
Mr. A. Amirthalingam were
touring Tamilnadu in South
India. Their activities were
reported in the Indian and
local papers, and the reports
published in Colombo give a
fair idea of the speeches and
statements they had made in
Madras and other places.
The Sun of February 24, 1972,
under the heading: TAMILS
MIGHT HAVE TO AGITA-
.-TE FOR A SEPARATE ST-
ATE- CHELVANAYAKAM,
published a PTC-Reuter mes-
sage datedlined, Madras, Wed-
nesday February 23, which
read: “The Leader of the Fede-
ra] Party of Ceylon said here

today the Tamil speaking peo-
ple of the country might short-
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ly have to agitate for a separate
State for themeselves. Mr. S.
J. V. Chelvanayakam, whose
party claims the support of
the majority of Tamil people
in Ceylon, told reporters the
struggle might begin with the
promulgation of a new Cons-
titution expected in April or
May. “It will be a nonviolent
struggle,’® he said,

“Mr, Chelvanayakam who
has been meeting Ministers of
the Tamil Nadu State (which
is_ itself Tamil speaking) dur-
ing his visit to India said his
Party which has a strength of
13in Parliment had rejected
that Draft Constitution bec-
ause it failed to provide guar-
antees for preserving the rights
of the Tamil minority, By
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giving lands to Sinhalese in the
north and north-eastern regio-
ns, the Ceylon Government
was trying to reduce the Ta-
mils to a minority in their own
territory, he charged.

“Tamils had also been syste.
matically eliminated from the
defence forces since the pre-
sent Government took office
in 1970. Today they constitu-
ted less than one per cent, al-
though 30 per cent of the
ceuntry's population were Ta-
mils. Representation in the
Police Force too was “not in
proportion to our numbers’.
he said. Mr. Chelvanayzkam
accused the parties in power
in Ceylon of driving the Ta- .
mils toa position in which
only separation could save
them.

The Ceylon Daily News,

‘also of Febrvary 24, 1972,

under the heading; FP LEA-
DER IN MADRAS published
the same PTC-Reuter report,
on its front page.

The Times of Ceylon on
February 26, 1972, under the
heading: SJV SEEKS AID IN
MADRAS stated that: The
Leader of the Federal Party,
Mr. 8. J.V. Chelvanayakam
told a Press Conference in
Madras on Thursday that his
party would be “compelled to
think in terms of seeking an
independent state for Tamils
in Ceylon.”” A report publi-
shed in the Indian Express on
Tuesday stated: “Mr. Chelva-
nayakam, who is here “to
mobilise support” for Ceylon

Tamils’ fight for equal rights,
told newsmen his party wan-
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ted an aatonomous State
comprising all Tamil provinces
with federal government deal-
ing with Defence, Foreign Af-
fairs, Communications and
Currency.

‘“He said his party would
launch a non-violent agitat-
ion against ‘the draft Cons-
titution which denied the Ta-
mil people, who formed 30
per cent, of the island’s po-
pulation, their political, ling-
uistic, religious and economic
rights, He described the
Constitution, to be promulga-
ted in April, as ‘a chapter of
slavery.' Mr. Chelvenaya-
kam said as the Sinhalese
majority had rejected all the
amendments moved by Fede-
ral Party members seeking
equal rights for the Tamil
minority, they had withdrawn
from the Constituent Assem-
bly,

“He feared the attitude of
the Sinhalese majority would
drive the Tamils to seek an
independent and sovereign
State He alleged that the
Tami' region was ‘deliberately
neglected’ in  the matter of
industrialisation and econo-
mic dzvelopment. Asked whe-
ther he would take the issue
to the United Nations, Mr,
Chelvanayakam said he had
mo great faith in the world
body which kept its eyes shut
to the largescale genocide by
the Pakistani military rulers
in Bangladesh,

““Mr. Chelvanayakam has
met Chief Minister M. Ka-
rungnidhi, Tamil Arasu Kaz-
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hagam leader M. P. Sivagnana
Gramani and Muslim League
leader Mohammed I[smail M.P,
Mr. Chelvapayakam said he
proposed to visit New Delhi
and other national capitalsto
canvass support for the Cey-
lon Tamil’s cause.

“On his talks with Tamil
Nadu leaders, Mr. Chelvana-
yakam said while some were
sympathetic, others said it
was an internal problem . of
Ceylon. Mr. Chelvanayakam
is accompanied by Mr. A.
Amirthalingam, Federal Party
secretary,”

It is not clear why these two
FP leaders should have set
out on this highly adventu-
rist and opportunist political
journey to Madras. No politi-
cian in Ceylon in his senses
would want to indulge in such
clearly foolish activities, es-
pecially when it could be
considered treasonable. Trea-
son, in a legal sense, could
be justified, under ' certain
circumstances, but when there
is no cause for itcan lead to
political disaster.

On the same day that Mr.
Chelvanayakam was raising
this cry of a separate Tamil
state in Madras, Mrs, Indira
Gandhi in a speech at Jaipur
had warned India against co-
mmunal and separatist forces.

The PTI message read as fol-
lows: Prime Minister Indira

Gandhi, today w:roed those
spreading communalism and
separatism that the country
had “put up with them for long

and will not tolerate them any
more.” Addressing a huge
election meeting here, she
said: “I am not threatening
anyone. However, | do want
to make it clear that Iam
very firm about it. Once I
decide to do something, no
power on earth can stop me’,
Her 40-minute speech here
was the fiercest attack so far
on communal parties and feu-
dal elements during the curr-
ent election campaign.

The Indian Express in its
issue of March 2, 1972 publi-
shed the following report
from its correspondent in Co-
lombo, K. Nadarajah, It sta-
ted, under the heading DE-
MAND FOR A TAMIL ST-
ATE CONDEMNED, that: the
vast majority of Ceylorese—
Sinhslese and Tamils alike—
simply abhor the Tamil Fede-
ral Party’s idea of a separate
state for the Tamil-speaking
people in north and east Cey-
lon. This is the unanimous re-
action here to the visit of Ta-
mil Federal Party leader S.).V.
Chelvanayakam to India to
solicit support for the dem-
and fora separate State for
the Tamils. Leaders of politi-
cal parties in Ceylon, both
right and left wing, and of
activist groups are confident
that no leader in India would

lend support or sympathy ‘to
the idea.

The contention that if Bang-
ladesh could be created, why
not a Yaldesh for Tamils is
ridiculous beyond measure,
the leaders say. The Ceylon
Communist Party (Peking
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wing), led by Mr, N. Shan-
mugathasgn, in a statement
released here today called
upon the Tamil pecple to
rzpudiate the ‘canti-national
and reactionary policies’’ of
supportzrs of regional auto-
nemy. It said theinspiratien for
the agitation setafoot by the
Federal Party for a separate
State for the Tamils drew
inspiration from the creation
of the *Indian satellite $tate
of Bangladesh”, and pointed
out: *“Ceyloa, on the contrary,
is geographically a small
country and economically a
single unit. The demand for a
separstz Tamil State is not
only self-defeaiing but alse
reaactionary, It divides instead
of uniting the progressive for-
ces from among the Sinhalese
and the Tamils and will fur-
ther aggravate communal dis-
harmony. It also provides the
opportanity to the reactionary
forces to let loose repression
against the Tamils and thus
distract the entire people from
the economic and political
problems facing them"’.

On the following day, Ma-
rch 3, the Indian Express
published a  further report
from its Colombo correspon-
dent under the heading CEY-

LON GOVERNMENT WA-
RNS THE SEPARATISTS:

The Ceylon Government
will ‘“deal firmly"” with any
separatist or secessionist mo-
ves in Ceylonor anyone rai-
sing the communal cry here
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A Ministry of Defence and
Exterral Affairs source said
today that the Government
was in no mood to tolerate
commupalism {rom any sour-
ce, particularly at this critical
juncture in Ceylon’s develop-
ment: The Ministry source
was referring to reports in the
Indian press of attempts by
Tamil Federal Party leader
S.].V. Chelvanayakam to
canvass support from Tamil
leaders in South India fora
separate State within the Fe-
deral set-up for the Tamil-sp-
caking people in north and
east Ceylon.

The source said the Fede-
ral Party was teying to boo-
st its position among the
Ceylon Tamils by creating vi-
sions of a separate State wi-
th support and sympathy from
friends zcross the Palk Strait
He said the Goverament was
convinced tkat ro Indian lea-

. der or party would interfere

in the internal affairs of an-
other country.

He said they were genu-
inely sorry that communal
disturbances in Ceylon in 19-
58 bad left so many dead
and hoped that immediate
Government action would nip
in the bud any fufure atte-
mpt to create ill-feeling bet-
ween the different communi-
ties in the island. The Go-
vernment, ke said, was arm-
ed with necessary legislative
and emergency powers to deal
with situations caused by co-
mmunal pa:ties and diehards.

Me:nwlile, Mr. Ctelvana-
yakam said he would discuss
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the problems facing the Ta-
mil - speaking population of
the island with the Indian
Government leaders in New
Delhi  during his next visit
to India. He stated this in
an inierview today in ‘“‘Vira-
kesary”, the Tamil daily of
Ceylon, on his recent six-day
visit to Tamil Nadu.

The Daily Mirror and the
Sun wrote vigorous editorials
condeming the move by the
Federalist leacers to agitate
for a separate stite. At the
SLFP Executive Meeting on
Mach 8 this question was
evideitly taken up and the
Prime Minister had statec that
appropria‘e action would be
taken against those who rai=
sed such demands,

There is also much cons-
ternation even among ke Ta-
mils that the FP leade s sh-
ould indulge in this kiid of
brinkmanship which could ve-
ry well lead to another com-
munal halocaust as in 1958.
It is obvious that the FP has
reached the brink in its po-
litical bankruptcy to jump in-
to this lunatic fringe of me-
aningless political adventurism.
The emergence of Bangladesh
had evidently promptad this
opportunist attempt to exploit
a situation but it betrayed
the amateurish political logic
of the FP leadership.
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Taiwan's Dilemma

CHINA

Taiwan’s Dilemma

Hongkong,

Even before Nixon went to
Peking, Taiwan had made it
quite clear that it had been
let down, The secret Kissinger
parleys in Peking last year were
bad enough, but the decision
of the UN to admit Comm-
unist China and throw out
Taiwan was a disastrous blow.
But the ruling circles in Tai-
wan still felt that they would
be able to exist as gn indepen-
dent entity under US prote-
ction.

However, as the days of tle
Nixon visit to China drew
nearer, it was felt that even
this was at stake. President
Chiang Kai-Shek, who is ser-
ving his fourth six-year term
had announced on Fekruary
20 that he wanted to step
down. This 84-year old Pre-
sidert told the National As-
sembly that hs hszd bzen in
officc fer a long time and re-
quesizd the delegates to choo-
se a successor. But the delega-
tzs appealed to him to conti-
nue for a fifth term.

On Febreary 21, the Tai-
wan National Assembly cri-
ticised President Nixon’s visit
to Ching and passed a resolu-
tion which was transmittz=d
to him through the US em-
bassy in Taipeh to reach him
in Pzking no sooner he arri-
ved there. The resolution said
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that the Peking Government
had no right to represent the
Chinese people and that Tai-
wan's avowed policy of over-
throwing that Government
would not be changed under
any circumstances at any time.
“It is absolutely impossible
to negotiate with or appease
the illegal rebel group™, the
resolution said. It was the
same unrealistic attitude Chi-
ang Kai-shek has adopted for
the last twenty odd years, but
this time it did not have the
backing of the US government.
And, Nixon was already in
close and intimate negotia-
tions with the ‘“illegal rcbel
group®’,

When the Nixon-Chou
communique was released on
February 27 in Shanghai,
there was consternation in
Taipeh. From zll reports
reaching here it was clear
the ruling circles in Taiwan
were in a state of confusion
and shock. At first official
spokesmen refused to make
any comment stating that
they needed time to study
the communique. But as the
trauma passed, officials were
willing to examine some of
the implications of those
parts of the communique
which related to Taiwan.
Onpe thing which baffled them

was what the communiqae
meant when it said that the
US would “ultimately” with-

draw its forces from Taiwan,
These officials indicated that
they felt consoled that Kiss-
inger in a press conference
in Skanghai immediately after
the communique, assured
everybody that the US would
stand by its treaty commit-
ment§ to Taiwan. But, wha-
tever the quibbling, it was
clear that the US had given
up its two Chinas policy and
that Taiwan would have to
fend for itself.

On February 28, the For-
eign Minister of the Repub-
lic of China issued a fstate-
ment, which said. “According
to President Nixon, he made
the trip to the Chinese main-
land with the hope that it
might bring a generation of
peace Tand relax tensions in
the Asian and Pacific region,
Actually, the effects of Presi-
dent {Nixon's visit are dia-
metricslly opposite to what
he expected, and the coun-
tries in the Asian and Peci-
fic area will be among the
first ones to suffer from its
altermath.’”” It called on
countries in tke area “to
rely upon their own deter-
mination and strength and
spare no efforts in consolida-
ting upity and co-operation
among themselves. They shou-
Id not entertain the slightest
delusion of co-existing peace-
fully with the Chinese com-
mupists.”

Taiwan newspapers strongly
criticised the comumunique,
and as the island republic rea-
lised with shock that the US
might be withdrawing its sup-
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