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Indira Gandhi

Indira Gandhi has done it
again. One year ago she won
a two-thirds majority tn the
parliamentary elections, Last
December she scored a stun-
ning yet popular military vic-
tory over Pakistan, And now,
she has swept the boardsin 16
state legislatures. Only in two
small hill states and in the pro-
blematic Gca has she faled
to get comp.ete coairol, She
now commands India as only
her father had done in the first
years after indepzndence. She
has displayed leadership of a
high order and it is significant
that her power is based on po-
pular will freely exercised thr-
ough adult franchise. Her vic-
tory brings to the forzfront in
Asia the question whether eco-
nomic development is compa-
tible with democratic freedoms.
Will she bz able te lead India
into an effective economic bre-
akthrough? Will India beco-
me an inspiration to other de-
veloping countries? Or will [n-
dia become a source of [rustra-
tioa to those who pin their
fiith on democracy?

Mrs. Gandhi had stated that
the Congress Party's victory
had increased its obiigations to
the people. She knows that if
these obligations were not ful-
filled, the Ihdian voter will
turn against her. For the next
four years she has the autho-
rity and prestige to get what she
wants done. Will she get India
moving? “It was more an an-
nihilation than a defeat,”? said
the Economist of March 18.
“Mrs. Gandhi's Congress par-

ty swept the polls so complete-
Iy in last week’s state elections
in India that the courntiry is
now virtvally a one—party st-
a‘e .. The most astounding vic-
tory for Mrs. Gandhiwas in
the chronica'ly chaotic state of
West Bengal, where Congress
captured more than two-thirds
of the seats and the formerly

fezrsome Marxists were redu-
ced from a near majority o a

derisery handful of 14. Only
the pro-Moscow communist
rarty survived the Congress ti-
dal wave in Bengal and its 35
seats can te attributed to an
election alliance with the Con-
gress’?. The Congress — CPI
alliance was the target of att-
ack from the rightwing parties
who had hored that they cou-
1d use the communist bogey to
denigrate Mrs. Gandhi. But
they failed. The pro-Moscow
CPl won where they were
allied to her as in Bibar and
in Bengal, but lost where they
were on their own in Maha-
rashtra and Andhra Pcadesh.
The US Time magazine of
March 27 under the heading
Indira’s Coronat’on siated:
““Af the end oflast December’s
war with Pakistar, which le't
India the dominant power on
the sub-continert, a senior Bri-
tish diplomat wryly cosamented
that the victory had made In-
dira Gandhi Empress of Ind:a.
After last week’s state elec-

tions, in which Mrs. Gandhi’s
New Congress Party scored the

most overwhelming electeral
victory in the history of inde-
pendent India, an American

official added: ‘And this was
her coronation.! The election

was indecd a personal triumph

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

for India’s Prime Minister,...”
Aralysing the causes for ber
victory, Time thought that
“‘the decisive militery victcry
over Pakistan™ had added im-
measureably to Mrs, Gandhi’s
popular suproit among India’s
voters, particularly the West
Bengalis—tkey have now rejec-
ted the Marxists who kad do-
mirated the scene in the State
for over a decace. Time alco
felt that she had cdore a lot of
hard work to secure a firm
control of the party machine.
She had screened all perty
candidates, she had flown an
estimated 55,000 miles across
India “focussing her attacks
on the conservative Opposi-
tion Congress and the Hindu
rightwing Jara 3ang parties”,
The magazine said that she
pow kad an unchallengecable
mandate to promote ““populist
polices’””, and that she was
“in a sitonger position—des-
pite political backing from the
Soviet Union in the Indo-Fa-
kistani war—to pursue foreign
policies of ker own choosing,
Last week, before leaving fcr
a visit to India’s ally, the Sovi-
¢t Union, Pakistan's President
Zu'fikar Ali Bhutto indicated
that ke is now willing to drop
his country’s longstanding cla-
im to Kashmir. It was a par-ti-
cularly eloquent bit of proof
that Jawaharlal Nehru’s
imperious daughter has led ker
country into a new era.”




Rambling Notes

fromee This 'Editer's. Desk

March 20, 1972.

THESE are thrilling times
for any person to be alive in.
First, the world is undergoing
a period of change the like
of which has not teen witnes-
sed for over two thousand
years. Even the rise and fall
of the Roman Empire did not
bring about so much change
as has already taken place
in the last two decades.
The seventies and the eighties
of this cerntury will undoubte-
dly bring chkanges which we
cannot now envisage. Itis not
possible to detail all the his-
torical, political, economic,
cultural and technological
changes which have already
taken place, but what is most
significant is the change which
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is taking place in man him-
self. Itis an old saying that
everything changes, but that
human nature does not. But
human nature in the seventies
is not what it was before, (in
many places of the world),
and what it will be in the eigh-
ties is anybody's guess. Seco-
nd, in Ceylon itself everything
is in a state of flux. The values
which we held to be absolute
and eternal have all gone into
the dustbin in the last twenty
years and more. We are now
in a “‘state of transition’’ (a la
Solomon West Ridgeway Ban-
daranaike) where *‘rivers will
not flow backwards'’ and what
Sri Lanka will be like in ten
years cannot be said wiih
certainty today. Whether
we will all speak English or
Singlish (admirably caricatured
by Lucien de Zoysa in the
Observer)will bedetermined not
by the educational reforms of
the crusading saracen Badui-
din Mahmud, but by other fac-
tors which are at present best
not spoken about. What kind
of homo sapiens, both young
and old, will emerge in Sri
Lanka after a period of auth-
oritarian  regimentation by
emergency regulations of the
UF era ’is difficult to project,
or imagine, but the new gene-
ration churned out of Srilan-
kesques socialism (all play
and no work for many, and
all work and no play for a
few) will undoubtedly interest
social anthropologists on eve.

ry continent. We are only at
the beginning of the era pro-
creating the new socialist man
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in Ceylon, born cf austerity,
compulsory savings, income
ceilings, land ceilings, queves,
rations, blackmarket, and what
not—all these now go into the
witches’ brew without the pill.
In a few years we will have a
generation who will gape at
imported *‘luxuries?® from ab-
road, like tape-recorders and
other sophisticated instrumen-
ts with the same wonder and
open - mouthed amazement
some tribals in a remote dark
continent had sometime ago
looked on gaudy beads and
baubles which white traders
had taken with- them to trade
in for ivery tusks and other
valuables.

We live in thrilling times,
Events in the rest of tle world
are so plentiful and move so
fast that it is difficult ty keep
pace with - them. But our
newspapers do ngt bave the
newsprint to publish all the
news, nor seem inclined to do
it, even if newsprint is made
available to them. In the past,
and more particularly in the
recent past, those of us who
were old-fashioned enough to
want to read all the news, fit
for print, bought or berrowed
newspapers, magazines, peri-
odicals, books and the like
which were published abroad
and were imported into the
island. Now foreign exchange
is scarce; and we were first
denied books (at the reasopa-
ble prices we could afford),
and the axe has now [allen
on newspapers and magazines,
One can understand some res-
traint keing placed on com-
ics, pornos and sex fantasies,
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From the Editor's Desk

(a ban would be self-defeating)
but, in the rush, some of the
finest reading of the era have
become taboo. The Controllzr
of Importsis today the guar-
dian of our cultural mores;
and, among other publicatio-
ns, he has banned the Playboy
which has a circulation of
over 6 million copies for every
issue. Playboy has undenia-
bly a few saucy pictures and
choice collection of ribald ca-
ricatures, but in the permissive
society, which has epveloped
the worid, Playboy is compa-
ritively a refined and sophistic-
ated product which helps one
to keep abreast of the new kul-
tur which is dominating the
test of the world, particular-
ly among the young.

To plead that Playbsy be
imporied will sound like cul-
tural tie :son in the ears of the
purists in the Establishment of
UF’ Sri Lanka, but those
who see treason in such plea-
ding see a (paper) tiger every-
where. Tte Playboy is nota
magazine every one can afford
to buy in Ceylon. It costs one
US dollar and with the heavy
postage for its bulky size, it
will cost a sizable amount in
our devalued FEECS - infia-
ted Ceylon rupee. Buta few
copies circulating in what is
left of avant garde intellectua-
lism in Ceylon will certainly
help a few to pick up the new
ideas and the new idiom agi-
tating the modern world. The
New Yorker, Harpers, Enco-
unter, Ramparts, and Mains-
tream ar: among the maga-
zines which will enliven intel-

ectual life in this country.
But these magazines will be
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classified by ovr UF Erahmin
pundits as decadent bourgeois
stuff, hanging over from a co-
lonial past. No wonder much
of the talent in this country
has flown away—not merely
attracted by the higher remun-
eration elsewhere (they know
that the higher cost of living
and other expenses elsewhere
nearly always levels things out)
but because of the frusiration
unnecessarily imposed by the
mini caesers who now straddle
the loca] scene and who want
to submerge the developing
and the developed under spe-
cious slogans of anti-colonia-
lism, anti-capitalism, and an-
ti-alienism, thereby destroying
the  grass roots of individual
self - reliance. A very- large
number of our intellectuals
a1d professionals have already
sought refuge and asylum in
foreign countries and not all
the promises of the UF have
brought them tack. In fact,
only the restraints placed by
the new passport laws and the
regulations  regarding exit
now kezp the remraining talent
in this country. [t is not tha:
they lack pa‘riotism, but they
are disillusiored with the UF .
This is not the place or the
time to examine the reasons
why intellectuals and profess-
ionally - trained psopie have
become unhappy about the
UF. That is a story which
must be unfolded at the appro-
priate time. But thore who sr:
left behind, including those
who ar: unable to get ouf,
have a challenge before them.

What must they do to give
new life to the cultural and

intellectual life in this country?

When will it be pessible to
bring back the intellectuals
and the professionals who
have fled the country? It can-
not be always like this. Some-
day they must come back.
Someday they will come back.

AMONG THE MANY
PARADOXES in this coun-
try the one waich is most eye-
catching is the way we woo
foreign  tourists whilst we
drive our intellectual and our
professional talent to seek em-
loyment and temporsry (end
even permanent ) homes in fo-
reign countries. Everything we
do in the country is for the
foreign tourist who is expected
to put up with our austerity
and Povaday prohibitions—in
order to enjoy Lanka’s scenic
beauty and get the benefit of
the sun on our beaches. But
do we get all the benefits we
are hoping for from tke tourist
industry? It has net et Erou-
ght a new prosperity or boom.
We have sunk a very large am-
ount of roney (including for-
eign exchange) to attrect tou-
risis to Ceylon, We have built
new hot:ls, mo‘els, teach cata-
nas and what not. We are bu-
ilding more at a furious rate.
The number of tourists, howe-
ver, who have come are compa-
ritively few. The insurrectica-
arytroublesof 1971 tainted Cey-
lon’s tourist image. But that
is not the whole story. We still
seem to atiract only the less
affluent who come on packa-
ged charter tours, And we have
the authority of the Permane-
nt Secretary of the Ministry of

Shipping and Tourism, Mr. P,
B. Karandawela, that 409, of
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tourist earnings still go into
the blackmarket (vide Ceylon
Daily News, March 8). Oth-
ers less optimistic than the Per-
manent Secretary place the
outflow into the blackmarket
at a much higher percentage
of the total. Various reasons
have been trotted out why the
blackmarket still gets the bulk
of the tourist foretgn exchange,
but such postmortems do not
provide even cold comfort in
a country where foreign ex-
change has become even rarer
than muon rock. To make
matters worze, a Danish char-
ter which tcok back 106 £can-
dinavian tourists from a pac-
kage tour in Ceylon crashed
pear Dubai about March 15.
All on board were killed. It was
on the Ides of*March the trag-
edy took place, Many knowled-
geable people had warned Gov-
ernment enthusiasts, who had
dev:loped the psychosis of wan-
ting to place too many of ouvr
eggs into the tourist taske’,
that it was a dangcrous pas-
time, but these warnings went
unheeded. Everything is today
subordinated to the imperati-
ves of what is thought to be
tourist promotion for foreign-
ers. Our resthouse charges
have become prohibitive. in-
ternal tourism has come to a

standstill. Nobody, except per- -

haps expense-account tycoo-
ns, can afford the ratss charg-
" ed at our tourist joints, And
foreign tourists have not come
in the numbers expected. The
Minister in charge of Tourism,
Kalugalle, bas assured us that
by 1976 this country will be

over-run with foreign tourists
and they would bring in fore-

ign exchange beyond our wild-
est dreams, All these castles-
in-the air make thrilling read-
ing, but it is not clear what
the world will be like in 1976.
The lastest issue of Time has
a cover story entitled Is the
U.S. Going Broke! By the way
things are going on in the rest
of the world, by 1976 there
may not be many affluent tou-
rists to rush to an island like
Ceylon.

And 1976 is still a long way
off when the avalanche of for-
eign exchange from tourists is
expected to make this island a
paradise. In the meantime, our
problems are getting more and
more difficult. The Ceylon Ob-
server of March 6 reported un-
der the heading Ceylon Fails
To Reach GNP Targer that
“Ceylon is likely to fail to rea-
ch the gross national product
(GNP, target set by the Uni-
ted Naticns for the last year.
The target is six percent for

the second Developmeat Deca-
de 1971-80. Ceylon’s failuie
can be mainly atiributed to the
April insurrection which dis-
rupted the economic life of the
country to a very large extent.”
Whatever the cause, the rate of
economic growthin Ceylon was
inadequate. People were still re-

luctant to work as hard as they
should, The Prime Minister in

a recent speech had wanted
workers in the public sector to
work harder and produce mo-
re. The impetus to work
harder and produce more in
the public sect or has still not
gathered the momentum essen-
tial to effect a b reakthrough.

IN THE RURAL SEC-
TOR, the momentum which
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had been generated hy the fo-
od drive of the last Govern-
ment has now slowly ground
toa halt. The UF Govern-
ment had proclaimed a differ-
ent set of policies and targets,
but these have not yet been
put into operation. A begin-
ping has been made with the
Government taking over the
purchase of the entire product-
ion of paddy as a monopoly,
but bad luck has heralded the
Paddy Marketing Board’s ini-
tial entry into business. Great

SUBSCRIPTION
RATES

Minimum Subscription
Rs. 30 per 60 issues,
post free in Ceylon.

For air mail and sea
mail rates abroad,
please write to the
Circulation Manager,
mentioning the country
of destinaticn.

TRIBUNE makes no
attempt to exact com-
plete conformity from

its contributors, but
rather welcomes a
variety of opinions

consistent with general
policies.

MANUSCRIPYS., TRI-
BUNE cannot assume
responsibility for unso-
licited articles and
letters. None will be
returned unless so re-
quested and is accom-
panied by a stamped
self - addressed enve-
lope.

[ EW]



Fron' the Editor’s Desk
were the expectations about
what the PMB would do and
could do, in conjunction with
the newly re-organised co-
operative movement in prim=
ary co-op unions centralising
the activities of a large number
of earlier societies under offi-
cial tutelage. The co-op move-
ment i8 now de facto and de
Jure a governmental organisa-
tion. It was said that mira-
cles would be performed by
the PMB and the Co-op Mo-
vement with the current Maha
crop, It is yet too early to eva-
luate the work of these two
organisationsin coping with the
first Maha particularly because
a natural disaster in the form
of an unprecedented drought
has ruined the Maha crop in all
the ricz-producing areas in the
island, and if the drought per-
sists for a short time more there
will bz little or no Yala crop to
keep the PMB in business
this year.

The Colombo daily papers
were a little slow to awaken
to the fact that a drought had
struck the rice-producing areas
in a way that affected the Maha-
crop most adversely. The fact
that no rain had fallen in the
rice-producing areas after Dec-
ember 29, 1971 was not gene-
rally known. In fact, no rain
had fallen anywhere in Ceylon
after that—except may be for
a few drops in places that did
not matter, Without the mid-
Janvary rains, the rice crop
was endangered. The entire
rain-fed crop was ruined, Tho-
se who had access to water
from tanks or wells were able

to save part of the crop, but
those who used tank water did
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so by utilising water which in
normal circumstances
have been used for the Yala.
Cultivation committees had
difficult decisions to make as
to whether to open the sluice
gates or not, considering the
fact that the water was being
conserved for the Yala, With-
out the January rains, the wa-
ter in the tanks was insufficient
for Yala anyway. To cut a
long story short, the drought
has knocked the Yala crop for
a six (to use a cricketing phr-
ase). But the authorities refu-
sed to believe that this could
happen to a socialist govern-
ment, i.e. to the demi-gods
of the UF. The Gods (in whom
they did not believe) could not
be so unkind, they argued.
From about the 10th of Mar-
ch, news bepgan to appear in
the rapers that a major drou-
ght had devastated the Maka
crop. The Daily News repor-
ted that the manavari (rainfed)
crop had been ruined in the

. Batticaloa district. And that

therte was perial failuie of
crops which received tank wa-
ter, The Daily News also re-
ported - that since the PMB
took over there was disiress in
the Hambantota arca where
the Maha harvest had begun
before last December. This
district is one of the areas whi-
ch plant early and had rain in
December but even here the
results were most discourag-
ing. According to the Daily
News, it was estimated that
the PMB would purchase at
least 17 odd lakhs of bushels

of paddy from the Ham-
bantota district alone, The
PMB had started operations

would -

on December 17, 1971, to pur-
chase paddy harvested from
early December, but up io
March 10, the PMB had only
bought one and quarter lakhs
bushels of paddy, that is, less
than 1/17th of the estimate.
In this area the crop was bet-
ter than other areas because
the paddy had ripened before
the drought, but the PMB co-
uld do no better than this. To
make up for the failure to buy
from the Hambantota area, the
PMB had bought stocks from
Tangalle and Matar-. But this
will not have much impact on
the overall picture. Aond the
failure of the crop in other
areas was even moie devasta-
ting.

The activities of the PMB
mu:t be separately examined
in ancther article; and it will be
a mors distressing story than
the drouglt which on this oc-
casion has been islandwice.
The city of Cclombo is today
foced with water shortage;
and in many other areas, wells
Fave begun to dry, A few sho-
wers had fallen in mid-March,
but it was totally iradequate.
The Daily News of March 17
published a report that the Di-
rector Metercology had stated
that though there would be
few thundershowers in M arch,
they would not be significart.
Rain could be expected, he
said, only in May with the So-
uthwest—but whilst this would
bring relief to the Central and
Southwestern region, the Dry
Zone which producad the bulk

of the rice and other agricultu-
ral produce would not benefit,

The NCP, NWP, NP, and the
EP were not likely to get 1ain
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until the next Northeast Mon-
soon in October — November
except for occasional showers
in April and August — if they
came at all. It was a sad and
bleak prospect, and there is
little anybody can do about it,
leastof alla government totally
unable to boost morale on
other matters which affect pub-
lic confidence, greatly shaken
by the Government's failure to
do anything successfully—even
to control the coconut pest.

MINISTER COLVIN R,
DE SILVA and HIS PERM.
SEZ.I DORIC SOUZA have
been making lengthy statemen-
ts and stirring speeches about
what had been done to check
the coconut pest. At first, var-
ious obstacles bad prevented
them for carrying out their
plans. The parasites to fight the
past refused to procreate even
under the spzcial care of the
Ministry, Various officials
were rushed to Singapore and
other places to learn the seeret
of persuading these parasites
to procreate in Ceylon under
the benign care of a Minister
of the United Front. Then two
expensive automatic sprayers
were airlifted from Japan at
great cost; and the Minister
and his eminent sidekick secu-
red frontpage publicity for the
ceremonial opening of the
campaign to spray coconut tre-
* es. But nothing more was
heard aftec that. Then on a
bright and auspicious day—
there was however a difference
of opinion among asirologers
a3 to whether it was really an
auspicious day—the Ministsr
and the Perm. Sec. released

millions of these comingii-kill
ing parasites, bred in €ri Lan-
ka under UF care, from over
20 centres. It was said that all
the coconut pests would be
swallowed up even before the
Minister could repeat the ma-
gic formula Samasamajaya
(a more indigenous catchword
than Jackrobinson) a dozen
times. Everybody awaited the
end of the pest, At least, it
was thougt that its spread
would be controlled.

But this was not to be. The
parasite must have killed a few
of the cumingii, but the pest
continues to flourish and sp-
read to new areas. The officials
refuse to admit it, but one has
only to travel in the coconut
areas to realise the awful truth
that the pest continues to re-
ign supreme. The drought has
made matters worse, but this
will really by feit one year la-
ter in the crop production (and
the effects will ke felt for at
least another year after that).
While the drought has already
begun to take its toll, the pest
continues to outwit the Minss-
ter and his Perm. Sec, The
newspapers have been genera-
lly silent about the cxtent of
the devastation, but on March
20, the CD N had a front page
piece about Pest Control at
Kandawela, The Sun also re-
ported this story when a pro-
prietary planter, Mr, F, O, M.
de Silva, held a demonstration
about another method of pest
control by injecting into the
trunk of the tree with some
¢“chemicals’’ to kill the cumin-
gii parasites, As a prelude to

the story, the CDN began the
report on an emotional note:
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“‘the lush green belt of coconut
palms around Ratmalana air-
port is no more, A dirty bro-
wn belt of decaying coconut
trees has replaced it. Some of
the trees are alreaby dead—ike
leaves having fallen off. Otkers
are dying”. Thenit weat to
say how the day before, that
is on March 19, the residents
of the area met at Kandawela
under the patronage of Sir
John Kotelawela to wiiness a
demonstration of how to curb
the pest. Sir John himself had
been moved to declare that the
“government should take po-
sitive steps to curb the men-
ace: that they should i1ealise
in the days gone by people wo-
uld not have existed if it were
not for thke jak and coconut
tices: that it was not a mere
matter of economics: that the
pest was threatening g vital
source of nutrition and that it
was now a question of survi-
val if tke pest was not eradica- >

ted. The pest had already done =

untold harm. On Kandawela
Estate, the monthly crop had
dropped from 10,000 nuts
4,000 nuts a month. Next mo-
nth it may be only 2000 nuts”.

Mr. F. O. M. de Silva ad-
vecated the injection method.
Chemicals “injected” into the
trunk of the tree brought resu-
Its quickly. A hole was bored.
in the trunk and the chemicals
were poured into it. The che-
micals which t(ravelled up the
trunk went into the leaves and
killed the pestiferous insects.
Mr. Silva did not want to di-
vulge the names of the chemicals
immediately but was willing to

supply the chemicals. The ch-
emicals would hot poisen the
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(Duts he had stated; this me-
thod had proved successful in
other eountries. He bad add-
ed that experiments in other
countries had proved that the-
Ie was no danger of the nut
.being poisoned. Even if it
Was poisonous, he had said,
the crop could be plucked and
the tree then treated. The
CDN repor{ concluded on a
doleful note: “Scientsists wat-
ching him, kowever, were scep-
tical of this method especial-
ly because of the poisonous

.bature of the chemical injec-
ted.”

So much for that, Not so
very long another person had
held a demonstration at Temp-
le Trees under the direct pa-

tronage of the Prime Minister
to show how soap and water

could do the trick if the solu-
tion was sprayed on the leav-
€s. When this method was giv-
en publicity, Perm Sec. Doric
= De Souza, very correctly point-
ed out, (no doubt after the
lessons derived from the costly
Japanese sprayers), that “‘from
the point of view of practical
usefulness in dealing with lar-
ge-scale infestations of tall
trzes like coconut palms over
a wide area,” all other metho-
ds than biclogical control had
to be rejected. He had stated
this in a press communique
issued on March 9. He had al-
so stated that it had taken
time to import, breed and rele-
ase the appropriate parasites.
“The programme was delayed
by misadventure with imports
and in another way by the tra-
gic death of Dr. U. Ekanayake
who was at that time in charge
of the programme.”” He said

&

that these parasites were being
successfully established in the
field and were expected to be
sell-propagating so that spe-
cial releases could be disconti-
nued. “In a matter of months,”
the Perm Sec. claiméd,
‘““we expect the pest to be held
down to levels at which it can
do no economic damage.” Th-
en he wenton to say “there
are innumerable ways of des-
troying the adult insect pro-
mecotheca cumingii on a home
-garden scale, though if the
infestation is prevalent in the
area it will recur very soon,

Our problem however is how
to deal with the eggs, larvae,

pupas and adults in tens of
thousands of tall trees at seve-
ral sites of infestation.” All in-
ternational experts consulted
had recommenced only ore
method, namely biological con-
trol. That was the method
that had sueceeded in ““hold-
ing the pest to levels at which
economic damage is not sus-
tained.” The Ferm, Sec. then
referred to the administrative
steps taken by his Minister to
fight the pest.

But it was clear that the Mi-
nister and the Perm. Sec. thou-
ght that all other methods th-
an bioloaical control were on-
ly good for treesin a ‘“home-
garden"’, But what was more
significant was that the Minis-
ter and his Perm Sec. thought
that the pest could be only
kept down to levels at which
““economic damage’ was not
sustained, meaning thereby th-
at the pest would continue to

be with us but that the econo-
mic impact could be minimi-
sed, It is time, therefore for

people of this country to learn
to live without the coconut,
Pol is likely to be a rare com-
modity in the island in a few
years. We must learn to do
without pol for our cooking
and cadjans for our roofs. Pol
arrack will become a legend
and pol toddy a rare delicacy
only for the affluent tourist.
Ceylon will certainly be a to-
tally different place from what
it was a few years ago and f1-
om what it is today—for one
thing it will be a land without
pol.
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McCain, Puri Plan, Land Ceilings,
Rice, Takeovers, Gift Cars,

by SERENDIB
March 22, 1972

The visit of the' commander
of the US Seventh fleet to Co-
lombo did not create a major
furore as it would have done
sometime ago. The state of
Emergency-prevented the ultras
in the left movement or the an-
ti-imperialist solidarity groups
from staging demonstrations
against the Admiral, But, apart
from the communist Aththa,
no other paper made any cri-
tical comments The Aththa did
not have anything new to say
but repeated what was said by
the left on such cccasions. Ad-
miral John S. McCain had ar-
rived in Colombo on March 6
with a planeload of 15 of his
naval experts and spent four
days here on what was descri-
bed as a “goodwill tour”, He
left on March 9. Before he Jeft
he had told newspapermen that
he had not been in Ceylon be-
fore and that he had therefore
thought he should pay a good-
will visit to <your Ministry of
Defence and External Affairs,”
The Admiral had also added:
] was happy to meet your Pri-
me Minister, Mrs. Bandarana-
ike and talk with her. I don’t
know how long the discussion
was. But your newspagers said
it was 25 minutes, so it must
be correct I suppose.” Apart
from making calls on the Mi-

nistry of Defence and Exterral
Affairs and other VIPs, he also
had played a vigorous game of
tennis ‘at the Queen’s Club. He
had also confided: “I thought
it would be very hot here but
the weather is very fine, It is
very much like Honolulu.™

The Daily News report on
March 10 ventured a goess on
the speculations which was rife
about the visit. It said; ‘*“While
officials and diplomats remain
tight-lipped about the discus-
sions between the Prime Minis-

ter Mrs. Bandaranaike and the-
American Admiral, informed

sources said that Mrs. Bancda-
ranaike had pointed out the
rationale tehind Lker Irdian
Ocean Peace Zone tproposal
which she first enuciated at the

Commonwealth Prime Minis-
ters’ Conference in Singapore

last year. This proposal was
later accepted by the United
Nations. The Prime Minister
and Admiral McCain also dis-
cussed the big naval presence

in the Indian Ocean, the possi-

bility of military bases emer-
ging in the Indian Ocean reg-

ion and the developing politi-
cal-milit4ry situation in this

area as a result of new align-
ments. Mrs, Bandaranaike pin-
pointed Ceylon’s policy of non-
alignment in foreign affairs.”
This was no doubt an ins-
pired piece to keep speculation
down to a minimum. 1t was
not the kind of kire-flying
story which the Lake House of-
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ten indulged in, In anv case,
nobody knows just what the
PM and the Admiral had tal-
ked especially because there
were no aides present at the
talk. From the Daily News
story it is more than likely that
the big power naval presence
which was talked about stem-
med from the Indo-Soviet Ag-
reement which had played
such a crucial role in the geo-
politics of the area during the
the recent Bangladesh war.

Indian papers were naturally
greatly interested in this visit,
but there was no hard rews to
comment on. The Hindu hod
noted that when the Admirai
landed at Katunayake airport
on March 6 ‘“‘newsmen werc
not allowed to meet him nor
was his prozramme released to
them.” The paper kad aiso 1e-
ported that ““periodicaliy theie
have teen effc rts by the Soviet |
Union, Chira and the United
States to obtain base facilities
at the Trincomalee harbour on
the island’s eastera shores.
This natural, deep port had
been a naval base of the allies
during Werld War 11."" Even
when he departed, the Admiral
was not granted the “courtesy’’
of an officially-sponscred pre-
ss conference— presumably be-
cause newsmen might bave put
questions to him which might
have caused embarassment to
the big and small powers invol-
ved in the region and with
each of whom Cevlon main-
tains the friendliest relations.

It is interesting to note in
this connection that on March
6in Canberra in Australia,
Madame Y.S. Nasriddinova,

) 7
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Chairn.an of the Council of
Nationalities, of the Soviet
Unien, was asked ata press
conference whether the presea-
ce of Soviet ships in the Indian
Ocean constituted a threat to
- anyone. She had answered that
Russian naval ships bad never

threatened anybody and that
their presence in the Indian

~ @cean contributed to a ““bala-

. nce of forces””. Madame Nas-
riddinova headed an unofficial
parliamentary delegation and
had added that “‘one day per-
haps their presence ( Soviet
naval ships) will be useful.”

. This was a message which was
transmitted by Reuter and the

* words attributed to her may be
as ““anofficial” as the delega-
tion she led.

A NUMBER OF SIGNIFI-
CANT EVENTS have b:gun
to take place in Ceylon during

- ! March. The repatriation of per-
" sons of Indian origin in Cey-
lon who had opted {o revert to
Indian citizenship under the
Sirimavo-Shastri pact has got
under way. Large numbers are
returning to India and every
ferry which crosses over from
Talaimannar to Rameswaram

is chock-a-bloc with such re-
patriates. The present quickened
pace of repatriation bas been
made possible by what is kno-
wn as the Puri Pla: which
was accepted by the Ceylon
Government after some hesita-
tion in 1971. The Puri Plan
envisaged the release of Provi-
dent Fund and other assets of
the repatriates on their leaving
the shores of the island on a
travel document issued by the
Indian High Commission. Un-
der normal circumstances, the
money would have been relea-
sed only after the conferment
of Indian citizenship, but in
the present instance such citiz-
enship would be granted wi-
thin a year of the eepatriate’s
return to India, Ceylon had at
first been suspicious about the
Puri Plan fearing that if Indian

- citizenship werz not conferred

on the repatriates after they
went to India, they might have
become a *‘stateless’’ liability
weighing heavily on Ceylon.
Later, Ceylon had agreed to
give this plan a trial and it se-
ems to be working most satis-
factorily, Under the Puri Plan
over 50,000 could be repatria-

;
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* Bimple enough: let’s get rid of our nuclear bomb,

Hindu

ted every year, thatis 15,000
more than what was contemp-
lated under the original agree-
ment. The Indian Government,
for its part, has perfected the
machinery to absorb 50,000
repatriates into various sche-
mes, It would appear that
whilst Tndia has organised it-
self to take 50,000 rerat-
riates a year Ceylon is a little
behind in its organisational
readiness to send back such a
large number, India has the
land and the machinery ready
to open new tea and coffee es-
tates with the help of the re-
patriated labour from Ceylon.
It must be remembered that
most of the repatriates are ski-
lled in plantation agricultural
work and they will help to
boost India’s production in tea
and cof’ee in a big way.

While the repatriates will be
abrorbed into India’s prroduct-
ive manpoweL,the jobs they
quit in Ceylon bave not been
adequately filled, Indigneous
Ceylonese labour, meaning Sin-
hala labour, do not like plan-
tation work. and when about
53,000 ¢ r more are withdrawn
from ovr plantationsthereisbo-
und to bz a shortage of skilled
plantation workers able and
willing to work on the estates.
What inducements the Govrn-
ment will offer to Sinhala la-
bour to engage themselves pro-
ductively and profitably on the
estates is not known. Ceylon’s
plantation indusiry is today

not only losing skilled manual
labour but also managerial sk-

ills without provision keing
made for replacement. If one is
not inhibited by racialist feeli-
ngs, one must admit that the
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British plantersin the hill coun-
try provided a pool of resour-
ceful and able managers consti-
tuting agreat asset to theindus-
try. The salaries and the emo-
luments they drew were high-
er than what was paid to local
counterparts, but inrecent yea-
1s there has been a levelling up
which had reduced disparities,
It must be also remembered
that many of the British famil-
ies had made Ceylon tkeir ho-
me but in the contemporary
climate particularly after the
UF sought to implement its
version of socialism life had
become virtually impossible
for these British planters and
even others with .managerial
experience and talent. Ceylon-
ese have the capacity to deve-
lop these skills, buta sudden
vacuum in the field of manage-
ment is not easy to replace.
With the departure of labour
to India and the managers
(superintendents, visiting agen-
te and the like) to Britain (and
elsewhere), the plantation in-
dustry will begin a new chap-
ter in its history. It must be
also remembered that many
Ceylonese who had been train-
ed by the departing managers
for supervisory posts have also
found jobs in tea plantations in
Africa and clsewhere—part of
the flight of talent from
Ceylon.
THE QUESTION OF LA-
- ND CEILINGS has been in
the headlines this month. Mi-
nister Kobbekaduwa had pro-
mised to have his bill for land
ceilings ready sometime ago,
but various difficulties have

delayed it. The Minister also
has a whole series of legislative

TRIBUNE, March 30, 1972

and administrative measures to
effect a major land reform.
Already some of proposals
have been put into effect, The
Paddy Marketing Board, with
a complete monopoly of paddy
purchase and wholesale distri-
bution, has started business
from the beginning of this year,
One of the main problems the
Minister wants to solve is to
find land for the landless Kand-
yans in the hill regions. He is
emotionally overweighed with
the sense of guilt that Kandy-
ans were dispossessed by the
British when the lands in the
area were turned into plantat-
ions, and he is anxious to im-
plement some of the major
proposals outlined in the re-
port of the Kandyan Peasantry
Commission during his teaure
of office. Many estates have
been taken over for village ex-
pansion schemes, but it is not
only the Kandyans who have
got allotments from planta-
tions which have been fragm-
ented in this way, many adven-
turous persons from the south
particularly from the Amba-
langoda - Balapitiya - Matara
areas havealso become emall
Jandowners in the Kandyan re-
gions. Bat the Minister does
not seem to be satisfied with
what has been done. The Obs-
erver of March 11 under the
heading Land for Landless In
Their Villages reported that
the Ministry of Agriculture
and Lands was busy collecting
particulars of uncultivated Ia-
nds and of landless peasants in
the Kandyan districts so that

these landless peasants could
be settled on lands in their
own villages. Minister Kobbe-
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kaduwa seems to feel 'uat the
only way agricultura! product-
ion could be increased was by
giving landless peasants land
in their own villages. In the
past, the UNP as well the SL-
FP Governments had given
land to such landless peasants
in colonisation schemes in the
Dry Zone where they were giv-
en many subsidised amepities.
BRut most of these co’onisations
schemes have not proved the
success the Government had
hoped they would prove - for
one thing the money invssted
did not bring the returns envi-
saged, Moreover the pol:tical
returns were also not worth-
while. In fact, expe:ience
had shown that whilst such
colonisation schemes cre-
ated new voters and new
clectorates mostly in a;eas
where other peasants have Liv-
ed traditionally for centuries,
those who had benefitted from
government largesse had rearly
always turned against the Go-
vernment and Party whick had
installed them in the lancs at
the very next elections., All
governments so far have failed
to create “pocket boroughs’’
for the ruling parties with the
help of the Land Colonisation
Schemes—and this was because
the reality did not conform to
the promise as far as the pam-
pered colonist was concerned—
nurtured as he was on free sub-
sidiesand other free facilities,
without having had to work
for it, only because he was a
voters And now, Minister Kob-
bekaduwa seems to think that

he should settle the Kandyan
peasant in his own village on
lands taken over from the big

9
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estates and other lands belong-
ing to *“richer’’ persons,

Any examination of the pro-
posals and actions of the Mi-
nister and his bureaucratic ad.
ministrators will show that
their efforts are to find land
for the landless by dispossess-
ing the rich and the big plan-
tations. With the population
increase new landless are being
creaied every minute, but the
emphasis seems to be on the
landiess who are voters in par-
liamentary elections at present.
A more equal distribution .of
weal h is no doubt something
to be welcomed, but what the
Minister and his aides seem to
forget is that the meagre reso-
urces of the Government sho-
uld be directed towards incre-
asing production and product-
ivity and not merely satisfying
land hunger of Kandyan land-
less voters. Even the propo-
sal regarding land ceilings
seem to bs directed towards
this objective. The Minister
seems to be consciousthat me-
rely distributing land, either by
imposing ceilings or by taking
over land under other pretexts

10
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would not increase agricultu-
ral production. He has there-

fore threatened to bring in _

new legislation “to ensure full
agricultural exploitation®'. The
Daily News, 15/3, dramatical-
ly proclaimed thus: “Cultivate
all your land or be disposse-
essed, This is the theme of
a new piece of legislation
that the Minister of Agricul-
ture and Lands, Mr. Hector
Kobbekaduwa, will introduce
in Parliament shortly.” The
Minister seems to have some
kind of scheme wherby such
uncultivated land would come
under “ministerial supervision”
for a year and if that did
not make the owner cultiva-

te the land, the Minister
would take over the land

and hand it over to someone
else who would cultivate it.
This seems to be another
woolly-headed scheme borp
of a bureaucratic outlook on

men and matters. There seems
to be a completely wrong idea
in some VIP quarters that if a
landless person were to be gi-
ven land he would cultivate it,

and that the present problem
in agriculture was that owners
were not inclined to cultivate
land, It is true that a landless
peasant would be willing to
have a hutand plant afew brin-
jals plants round his hutment
whilst he looked for an easy go-
vernment sinecure where he co-
uld earn a gilt-edged governme-
nt salary or wages on adaily or
monthly basis, But such land
handouts is no way to increase
agricultural production on a
national scale-even with the be-
st of legislation devised by the
Minister and his brains trust.

In the meantime, the legisla-
tion for the magnum opus in
land ceilings is still hanging
fire, Various submissions ha-
ve been made to che PM and
these are now being considered,
In the meantime, Minister
Kobbekaduwa has proclaimed
(vide CDN 11/3/72) that there
would be no rice im perts after
January ‘74°. This co untry has
heard similar boasts from ear-
lier Ministers in charge of Ag-
riculture: D. 8. Sen anayake,
Dudley Senanayake, C. P. de
Silva, Felix R. Dias Bandara-
naike, M D. Banda and others
announcing that Ceylon wou-
ld be self-sufficient in rice
from 1954, 1960, 1963, 1966,
and 1970, And now it is 1974,
Whether a Kobbekaduwa can
do the trick is 74 million que-
stion. One has only to flip
through old press cuttings to
realise the kind of make-beli-
eve world in which people in
Ceylon have been lulled into
by politicians who were adept
in winning their votes.
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Minister Kobbekaduwa has
picked on January 1974 the D-
day for paddy self-sufficiency,
and this promise is largely bas-
ed on the fact that new varieties
of paddy would double and tr-
eble production. No doubt
some bureaucrats in his office
have put some thrilling repor-
ts, but if the Minister were a
realist he must pay attention
to the problem of énsuring that
the levels of paddy production
in 1970 and 1971 are not low-
cedin 1972 and 1973. The
drought has already ruined pa-
ddy production for 1972, and
the prospectsfor 1973 do not
seem to be too good. The Mi-
nister has his eyes screwed on
so firmly on Kandyan pea-
sants in Kandyan areas (thev

were never the traditional pro-
ducers of paddy in bulk in

Ceylon) that he tends to forget
what has to be done in other
areas particulary in the paddy
producing Dry Zone, The tra-
ditional farmers of this coun-
try in the dry zone seem to ha-
ve lost all enthusiasm for agri-
cultural production and this is
something which the bureauc-
ratic minions of the Minister
do not seem to have reglised.

HOWEVER THERE IS
ALWAYS A SILVER LIN-
ING even on the darkest hori-
zon. Minister T, B. Illangarat-
ne “was the first to announce
(why did he agree to bell the
. cat?) that Government had
decided not to give free rice to
income tax payers. This would
mean that over 20,000 persons
who pay income tax would no

longer get the weeskly measure
of free rice, This is a step that

would be welcomed by all rea-
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lists, but this is still onlya
drop in the ocean of {ree sub-
sidies which has submerged
the economy of this island into
virtual bankruptcy. The day
when the Government will ab-
olish free rice for the 7 or 8
million adult rice rationbook
holders will mark the day of
salvation for this country, To-
gether with this must go all
other forms of subsidies. Mi-

nister 1llangaratne has also
anpounced that “from a date

to be fixed soon, no rice will
be available except on the ra-
tion”. This means that the
Government was hoping to
abolish the free market in rice,
by taking over all locally pro-
duced for the rationing scheme
and thereby cut down imports
of rice. This too would be wel-
comed if the Government took
the necessary steps to increase
the local production of paddy
so that the opsn ma-ket in
rice could be restored once
seli-sufficiency was attained.
But, unfortunately, the mea-
sures the Government have
taken, combined with the cre-
dit squeeze in the agricultural
sector will tend to depress pa-
ddy production. Minister Illa-
ngartne also announced that
the Government would shortly
fix the price which the income
tax payers will pay for the me-
asure of rationed rice. All this
is consistent with the dictum

that the rich must be squeezed, -

but with compulsory savings
and income ceilings, the income
tax payers will soon Lecome
a “downtrodden and dispossess-
ed group”,and the Government

may not be able to collect any
more gold from the geese whi-
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ch have so far laid all tke eggs.
The UF seems to bc anxious
not to kill the geese that lay
the golden eggs but the way
things are going the geese se-
em anxious to fly away, and
if they cannot do this they will
simply lie down and die. And
the country will then be rid of
all bloated capitalists.
QUIETLY AND UNOBTR-
USIVELY, the UF governme-
nt is pursuing its policy of tak-
ing over private business un-
dertakings. This month the big
coconut products and manu-
facturing firm known as the
British Ceylon Corporation
Ltd was takenover, Twoengin-
ecring firms United Motors
and its assembly subsidiery
wanted the government to take
them over voluntarily (after
all, the motor business is in
the doldrums) and these two
firms have now come under
the wing of Leyland Ceylon
which is a state sponsored un-
dertaking in collaboration with
a foreign manufacturer. The
Anvil Arrack Distillery has
also been taken over. The two
engineering firms belong to a
family which has close ties
with the UF government (the
family had and has equally
good ties with the UNP), and
to most realistically - minded
persons it scemed to be good
business for such firms to vo-
luntarily hand themselves over
to government at a time when
they were faced with a comp-
lete shutdown. The Aavil Dis-
tillery group has always been
one of the staunchest oppo-

nents of one of the constituent
members of the UF and cynics
have quipped that the Business
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Acquistion Bill was being used
to eliminate political oppone-
nts, This method of eliminat-
ing political opposition has
been tried out in €eylon be-
fore, and it has always beom=
eranged. In other countries
too,in recent times, such attem-
pts have resulted in comeba-
cks which have done the rul-
ing groups no good,

Punitive and vindictive acti-
on has always brought refri-
bution—even to those who did
not believe in retribution. It
is not <lear what other private
business undertakings would
be taken over soon but these
takeovers are only an indica-
tion of certain under-currents
in our political life. Whilst
these takeovers continueapa-
ce, gift cars from relations ab-
road would be permitted, it was
announced. This announcement
has been met with scepticism.
When Ceylonese abroad were
invited to send their hard cur-
reacy savings at the FEECs
rate to “‘save the motherland”
the response was disappoint-
ing. The gift cars and gifts of
other essentials seem (o be an-
other way of inducing the in-
flow of foreign currency, on
which the Government will
will” seek to collect customs
duties. But what people out-
side thé charmed circle of the
UF fear is that the new cars
they get as gifts would imme-
diately be ‘“taken over' by one
of the Government organisa-
tions which feel they need new
cars. If the armed services and
the police do not take over
these new gift cars, people fear
that some bureaucratsin im-

12

PAKISTAN

Bhutto - Walikhan Agreement

Karachi,

MARTIAL LAW in Pa-

kistan will be lffted on August
14 this year and the National
Assembly will be convened on
April 14, it was announced by
President Bhutto on March 6,
in an unscheduled broadcast
to nation. This, no doubt, isa
big victory for the democratic
forces of Pakistan which were
persistently demanding imme-
diate revocation of the martial
law and the restoration of de-
mocracy. This victory will cer-
tainly strengthen the forces of
democracy in Pakistan, This
announcement of President
Bhutio came after three days
of his talks with the NAP lea-
der, Khan Abdul Wali Khan,
and the leader of the Jamiat-

ul-Ulema-e-Islam (JUI), Mau-
lana Mufti Mahmoud. Actu-

portant government depart-
ments would think that such
cars were essential for their
use. In the ultimate analysis,
only a few persons who have
the assurance that the UF go-
vernment would not take over
the cars they get as gifts wou-
Id import them, The others
would prefer to invast in a
buggycart because it is reaso-
nably certain that government
VIPs would not want to take
over bullock carts at this jnnc-
ture,

ally these were tripartite talks
held between Bhutto's People's
Party on the one hand and the
NAP and the JUI, the two
main opposition parties having
an alliance among themselves,
on the other, In these talks an
agreement was reached,accord-

ing to which President Bhutto
agreed to a timetable about
lifting the martial law, conven-
ing the National Assembly and
Provincial Assemblies. He
conceded that NAP and JUI,
as the majority parties in NW-
FPand Baluchistan,are entitled
to form provincial governmen-
ts there. He agreed to consult
the NAP and the JUI with re-
gard to appointments of the
governors in these two provin-
ces.

ACCORDING TO THE
AGREEMENT, the National
Assembly at its first meeting
on April 14 will set up a com-
mittee to draft a permancnt
constitution, and this draft will
be placed before the Assembly
when it meets on August 14,
the day fixed for lifting the
martial law. President Bhutlo
has said, “we have acted in the
spirit of adjustments”, This
implies that NAI and JUI had
to forgo some of their deman-
ds. But the fact is that both
these parties have scored more
points against Bhutto, He has
hgd to retreat,

It was Bhutto who had been
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dilly-dallying over the lifting of
the martial law, convening of
the National Assembly and re-
storing democracy, It was he,
who was inflaming the sentim-
ents of the people on these vit-
al issues, He had admitted, on
the day when he assumed offi-
ce as Presidert and Martial
Law Administrator, that the
country is facing a crisis—‘ca
total crisis, military, economic
and social crisis and inter-
natiopal crisis”, But be did
not take urgently needed steps
to overcome this crisis. Peo-
ple wantzd to fight out this cri-
sis with the strength and vital-
ity of democracy, but he resis-
ted this demand though he
had been posing as a champ-
ion of democracy. This atti-
tude of Fresident Bhutto deep-
ened the crisis and pushed the
country further on the path of
chaos. There were strikes of
students and workers. Both
these sections adopted weapon
of “gherao’. At some places
students took over the control

of colleges and the workers of
the factories.

At some other places the
workers were led to supplement
the tactics of “gherap™ with
¢jalap’’. There were mutinies
in jails as in Multan, Police-
men went on strike and came
out in demonstrations in Hyd-
erabad (Sind), Peshawar, and
Lahore, clashing with PPP’s
- uniformed volunteers. The st-
rike of policemen was taken as
a danger signal by the regime
so much so that President
Bhutto himself said “it was
called a strike, In plain and
simple words it was mutiny’’.
Airforce technicians too des-

cended upen the Governor of
Sind in a noisy demonstration.
In Peshawar demonstrators ev-
en attacked the Governor of
the NWFP and bhe suffered a
fracture in the leg.

PAKISTAN'S ECONOMY
had meanwhile been cracking
due to loss of markét in the
east, heavy military expendi-
ture and foreign debts, On the
other hand dilly-dallying over
the lifting of the martial law
and restoration of democracy
had created a grave situation
in the country, particulary in
the NWFP and Baluchistan,
In these two provinces, the si-
tuation had assumed such me-
nacing proportions that the
Nawa-e-Wagqt leading urdy dai-
ly of Lahore, warned. A
situation far mere dangerous
even than what it was in Mar-
ch last year in Dacca has been
created in NWFP and Baluchi-
tan. Itis far more dangerous
because these two provinces
constitute about 52 per cent of
the total area of West Pakistan
and if they secede nothing will
be left of this country.””

In spite of such serigus situ-
ation, President Bhutto did not
move to concede the burning
demands of the people. Instead
he threatened reprisals and
tried to rule with a ‘“danda”.
As a last'resort and in order to
“force the hands of the Presi-
dent’’, NAP leader Wali Khan
announced that he himself will
call the Provincial Assemblies
of NWFP and Baluchistan.
Still President Bhutto paid no
heed. He announced that Jocal
bodies elections will be held in

all the four provinces on March
15. He conducted the elections
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for women members of the
National Assembly, He thoug-
ht that by conducting these
elections under martial law he
could get a foothold in the
NWFP and Baluchistan. But
he had to suffer a defeat. His
party, the PPP, could not get
a single seat in the NWFP and
Baluchistan in the elections for
the women members of Natio-
nal Assembly.

THE ELECTIONS of the
local bodies had to be postpon-
ed indefinitely due to the pres-
sure of the NAP and the JUIL,
who bad announced that they
would boycett these elections
and will not allow these electi-
ons to be held, at least in the
provinces in which they had a
majority. Thus Bhutto saw
that it was not posible for him
to make the NAP and Jamiat
to surrender. It was really a
stunning blow to him.

At the same time in the arm-
ed [orces, crisis which had been
brewing came to the surface.
There is no denying that Bhut-
to came to power with the help
of a faction of military leaders,
headed by General Gul Has-
an and Air Marshal Rahim
Khan. The rival group of mi-
litery leaders was headed by
Tikka Khan and Akbar Khan,
These two generals had given
the ultimatum to Yahya Khan
to hand over power at that ti-
me. Bhutto after coming into
power removed all the senior
army generals who were oppo-
sed to him and who belonged
to the rival faction of military
generals, Tikka Khan was too
powerful to be thus disposed

off. He could not be expected
to take his defeat indefinitely .
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Pakistan

with folded hands. He was
mobilising his forces and the
in-fighting in the army was go-
ing on.

President Bhutto, naturally,
could not be unaware of it. It
seems he felt that the rumblin-
gs in the military were bound
to culminate in something
dangerous. He had to mobilise
support for himself, and rally
the masses as he could. First
he announced labour re-
forms. Then he announced
that a commission will
be appvianted to look into the
grievances of the police. With
great fanfare he proceeded to
anpounce his ‘‘revolutionary’’
land reforms. For all their
shortcomings and drawbacks,
the peasants, particularly the
tenants and sharecroppsrs, are
sure to benefit considerably
from these reforms. He simul-

taneously iried to win over the
industrialists, particulary the

monopolists who had been
somewhat alienated by his ear-
lier altra-radical posture. He
lifted the restrictions imposed
upon them some time ago.

He stretched his hand of
compromise towards the NAP
and Jamiat. It is significant
that on the day the announce-
ment eawe that a military sha-
keup had taken place and
Tikka Khan had taken over
as the army chief of Pakistan,
President Bhutto had had pre-
liminary talks with Khan Wa-
li Khan, Maulana Hazarvi
and (Mufti Mahmoud, leaders
of the NAP and the JUI,

PRESIDENT BHUTT O

WAS FORCED to remove his
~ staunch supporters in the arm-
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ed forces, Gul Hasan and Ra-
him Khan. General Tikka
Khan, the butcher of Baluchi-
stan and Bangladesh, took oy-
er as the Army Chief. Heis
the arch hard liner, a hawk of
hawks, and the strong man of
the armed forces. He was the
man who did not want Bhutto
to be handed over power, who
wanted that political power
should remain in the hands of
the military. It is this same
Tikka Khan who has managed
to come on the top in the mi-
litary hierarchy now. Natu-
rally President Bhutto cannot
be feeling very secure, Itis
this compulsion of the situa-
tion that has forced Bhutto
to come to an agreement with
N A Pand Jamiat leaders, In
the three days of talks between
Bhutto, Wali Khan and Mutfi
Mahmoud an agresment was
arrived at, which, according to
Wali Khan, “will usher ina
new phase and help in the

restoration of democracy in
Pakistan.”

It is a welcome development,
as far as it goes. Naturally it
cannot be said that everything
is now seitled. Many unpred-
ictable things can happen bet-
ween now and August 14, the
date set for the lifting of mar-
tial law. The present equation
between the civil power and
the military is uneasy, Whether
President Bhutto will be able
to put the military in its place
and finally assert the suprema-
cy of civil power, in conditions
of Pakistan today it is difficult
to say. Undoubtedly it isa
difficult task but it has to be
fulfilled, and given continved
mass support it can certainly

be fulfilled.

The plan for a war against
India and making the Pak ar-
med forces ““the most power-

ful in Asia™ to achieve that

objective as stated by himself,
must be given up by President
Bhutto if civilian rule and de-
mocracy are to get a chance in
Pakstan. India never wanted
the disintegration of Pakistan,
Hence India regards it asa
welcome development that
President Bhutto has reached
an agreement with NAP and
Jamait leaders. The agreement
will certainly help to preserve
the territorial integrity of Pa-
kistan as it stands to day,which
was seriously endangered due
to the growing threat of civil
war, Full implementation of
the Bhutto-NAP-JUI acccrd
and determined restoration of
democracy alone will streng-
then the integrity of Pakistan.
Not the danda against the wor-
king class and students but
honest fulfillment of their de-
mand alone will ensure conti-
nued mass suppert that is ne-
cessary,

A welcome feature of this
agreement has been its realis-
tic approach as regards the ter-
ritorial extznt of Pakistan.
President Bhutto had said not
long ago théat he was against
the convening of the National
Assembly beeause that would
mean the recognition of Bang-
ladesh, Now he hasagreed to
convene the National Assembly
and there is no hitch in regard
to “East Pakistan®. Thusa
de facto recoguition to Bang-
ladesh has been accorded.

One might ask how long Pr-
esident Bhutto is going to take
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“to accord de jure recognition.
Such recognition will only he-
Ip Pakistan to solve its proble-
ms—particulary the problem
of POWs, which has become
such a sensitive problem that
President Bhutto has to go do-
wn almost in “submission”,
appealing to India to release
the POWSs unila‘erally,

Recent developments in Pa-
Kistan augur weld; stiil the ne-
xt five months are going to be
crucial. Much will have to be
done by the democratic forces
of Pakistan to make the mili-
tary not to indulge in politics
and look after the defences on-
ly, which in any case face no
threat from any side. Itisin
the best interests of Pakistan
and President Bhutto himself
as well now to negotiate with
India and Baagladesh and set-
tle the issuesacross the table.

Gulam Hyder

BANGLADESH
India steps into
the breach

“O
UR problem is that

they love us too much”’, an In-
diaa diplomat remarked recen-
tly aftera visit to Bangladesh.
‘‘§heikh Mujib acts as if Mrs.
Gandhi were his prime minis-
ter and keeps phoning her up
* while his officials look to us to
solve all their problems. Of
course’’, he added, “we know
this can’t last”. With her chaz-
acteristically acute sense of
timing, Mrs, Gandhi is maki-
ng her first state visit to Dacca
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this weekend to capitalise on
what wil] probably be the war-
mest moment in Indo-Bangla-
deshi relations for some time,
She comes flushed with victory
in India’s state clections, a tri-
umph which must bring con-
siderable comfori to Sheikh
Mujib, since it kept the Marx-
ists qut of power in the neigh-
bouring state of West Bengal.
And she comes just in time to
celcbrate the withdrawal of the
last of the 100,00 Indian tro-
ops who won Bangladesh its
independence three monthsago.
Although Indian (roops were
remarkably  well - disciplined
for an occupation army, the
highly visible presence of tur-
baned Sikh soldiers inevitably
provoked resentment and scat-
tered clashes. So the pullout-
two weeks in advance of sche-
dule is bound to enhance Mrs.
Gandbi’s popularity in Bangla-
desh. But in fact Mrs, Gandhi
is said to have teen even moie
anxious than Sheikh Mujib to
get the troops out to put an
end to sniping incidents than
to quieten foreign suspicions.

THE WITHDRAWAL sho-
uld bring some quick benefits
to Bangladesh in the form of
American recognition and per-
haps the start of a conversa-
tion between India and Pakis-
tan’s Mr. Bhutto. But it may
alsobe td' set off a new round of
troubles by removing the main
buffer between the Bengalis
and their detested minority, the
Bibaris. At the very moment
the ceremonial retreat was so-
unded in Dacca last Sunday
several hundred Biharis were

reportedly being killed and
wounded ata jute mill near

Banglad esh :

Khulna, If more such attacks .
occur, it may reborad on the

Indians because of Mrs, Gan-

dhi's refusal to allow the Bi-
haris to migrate back to their
former homes in India. Both -
the Indians and the Bengalis .
are highly aware of this and
other potential pitfalls in tkeir
relationship. Both know that .
certain commercial conflicts .
are inevitable once Bangladesh
trade gets going again—over
jute markets, for example, ov-
er smuggling of essential com-
modities to the higher priced
Indiau: market and over attem-
pts by Indian businessmen to
sct up shops in Dacca behind
Bengali frontmen. India bas

tried to forestall Bengali fears .
of an Indian commercial take-

over by limiting trade between

the two countrics to state tra-

ding corpcrations. And it has

instructed its diplomats and te-

chnical advisers in Dacca to

walk softly. But its major me-

thod of keeping Bangladesh
sweet is through aid, India is
far and away the biggest bene-
factor and promises to remain
so unless and until Mr, Nixon
swallows his pride and op-
ens his coffers. The Indians
have given their help with
a minimum of fanfare as
much to defuse opposition. at
home as to keep the Bengalis
happy. (If commodity grants
were announced, prices would
immediately rise in India). To-
tal aid this fiscal year will be
more than £ 50 m. This in-
cludes a £ 5 m sterling trans-

fer in London to back Dacca’s
new currency, £ 10m in grants

to returning refugees, and
500,000 tons of food grains.
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China

ALTHOUGH MRS. GAN-
DHI has proclaimed that In-

dia can and will meet all the

needs of Bangladesh,she and

Sheikh Mujib have a common
interest in wanting to spread
the aid burden. Sheikh Mujib’s
recent trip to Moscow was
an attempt to spread it in the
direstion India favours most.
The package the Bangladeshi
leader returned with an £ 18m
credit previously promised to
united Pakistan and unquanti-
fied pledges of technical aid
was considerably smaller than
he must have expected from
his best friend’s best friend.
But Russia won a strategically
valuable toehold by offering to
clear the Bangladesh port. The
failure of Western countries to
raise $6m for the port contra-
cl is symptomatic of their fai-
nt-hear:ed aid efforts. A $565m
U N app:al launched last
month for urgently needed re.
licf goods, mainly food grains,
has been answered by fewer
than a dozen countries, of wh-
ich only the United States has
given enough to amount to
more than a drop in Dacca’s

empty bucket $35 m in food
and cash.

Bangladesh not only needs
just about everything (§ 2 bil-
lion—& 2,5 billion worth over
the pext two years according
to its government estimates);
it needs a good portion of it
immediately in the form of ex-
pensive transport equipment if
relief supplies are to get bey-
ond the blocked-up ports, In-
dia has been doing its bit by
rebuilding most of the 500 sh-
attered bridges, and by donat-
ing 800 trucks; and some oth-
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CHINA
Proforma claim
for Hongkong

and Macao
Hongkong,

PEKING has formally no-
tified the United Nations that
Hongkong and Macao, which
are now in the possession of
Britain and Portugal, are part
of Chinese territory. These ter-
ritorial claims are the first
made by China through the
UN sinceshe was admitted as a
member last October, But the-
se claims do not seem to be
aimed at regaining these territ-
ories as much as making it
clear that they have no right
to independent statehood, sho-
uld Britain and Portugal ever
decide to relinquish them.
Hongkong has been a British
crown colony since 1841 and
Portugal has held Macao since
1557, Both are situated at the
mouth of the Pearl River whi-

er help has come from volun-
tary agencies. Nore the less
very little is moving into or
out of Bangladesh. It is pro-
bably already too late for en-
ough housing materials to be

imported and distributed to pro-
vide shelter for the millions

of homeless before the May
moonsoon. And while govern-
ments fiddle with reports and
committees, it may become
too late to prevent a Bengal
famine.

- Economist,

ch flows into the South China
Sea. These territories are now
officially listed as non-self-go-
verning territories by the UN
Decolonisation Committee and
could theoretically aspire to
independence from both their
present colonial rulers as well
as from China.

It is China’s contention that
they should be removed from
this list, and this was the pur-
port of the letter sent to the
UN by China. Only a vote in
the UN General Assembly can
make this change. China has
also staked its claim to the Se-
naku Islands which Japan as-
serts is Japanese, These islan-
ds are reputed to be rich in
oil deposits. China has often
declared that Hongkong and
Macao are part of China, arg-
ving that they were taken aw-

ay from her through “unequal
treaties”” forced on her when

she was a weak power, But,
China has not tried to seize
them by force which she could
easily do. Why China bhas not
done so is because both terri-
tories are Jucrative entreports
for mych of China’s trade wi-
th the outside world, and to
seize them would be unrealistic
as well as self-defeating, Chi-
na only wants to make svre of
its rights to these territories
should either one or both, at
some future date, cease to sor-
ve their present useful role.
THERE WAS UNDER-
STANDABLE excitement lere
when US columnist Joseph Kr-
aft, in a despatch from Peking,
datelined March 9, had stated
that Premier Chou En-lai had
made a surprise visit to Hanoi
three days after Nixon’s visit
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and that he succeeded in chan-
ging the balance of power in
the Indo-Zhina states in favo-
ur of China as against the
Soviet Union. Itis an open sec-
ret that Russia supported No-
rth Vietnam but was against
Sihanouk. China supported
the movements in all three sta-
tes as separate entities and was
pledged to restote Sihanouk in
Cambodia. Reports indicate
that Chou, after visiting Hanoti
was able to promole a recon:i-
itation between Hanoi and Si-
hanouks: Chou’s visit to Hanoi
was alsodisclpsed by » ihanouk.
Though China, after Nixon's
visit, has issued strong state-
ments deploring US bomb atta-
cks on Vietnam-and demanding
the total withdrawal of all US
troops from Iado-China, many
observers feel that Chou’s str-
ategy in Hanoi has opened new
vistas for American diplomacy
provided Nixon was prepared
to foster a new regime inSouth
Vietnam acceptable to China.

It is felt that the Chou group
has regarded the negotiations
with Nixon as a tactical mano-
euvre aimed at some improve-
ment of relations with the USA
to gain time to reinforce its
military-technical complex to
create nuclear weapons reserves
which would allow China to
talk to the USA from positions
of strength so that spheres of
. influence could be determined
without too much difficulty.
Whatever China says, thers
cannot be any doubt that Chi-
na seeks to gain de facio equa-
lity of bargaining strength with
other super - powers and this
.would automatically mean a
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new division of spheres of in-
fluence,

Chou has a difficult task,
There arzs groups within China
which do not approve the cur-
rent policies. The fact that

they are not openly manifest is |

no proof that they donot exist.
It is well to remember that the
decisions of the 9th Congress
of the Chinese Communist Pa-
rty proved (xuitless and abor-
tive owing to undér-currents
in the political environment in
China. The cur ent talk about
the “threat from the North®
is a diversiorary tactic. It is to
preserve the ruling dynasty of

the Chinese communists based
on the Mao cult. But such

diversions have not always
easured the position of a rul-
ing group, and Peking has of-
ten bhad to resort lo savage
reprisals  against opposition.
And furthermore this talk abo-
vt the “threat from the North"
is alsofor consumption in the
Third World to justify Mao’s
rapprochement with Nixon and
the USA, The vital interests of
the national liberation move-
ments throughout the world,
especially injlndo-China, Bang-
ladesh and the Arab states, ac-
cording to these opposition
groups, have been subverted
by this flirtation with the USA.
Orthodox Marxists of the Lin
Piao group state that the anti-
Soviet pro-USA line of Chou is
unprincipled and is a betrayal
of the class interests of the
downtrodden for selfish reaso-
ns, This was weakness, not
strength, they say. With this
scare about an “invasion from

the North*’®, it is said that
troops which had stood in rea-

China

diness to fight Chiane Kai Sh-
ek and US imperialism have
been moved north to confront
the Russians across the border,
Whether the Chou group who
have long fed the Chinese
people on propaganda against
US imperizlism and its running
dogs, will continue to have the
support of wide sections of the
ordinary people, and more
particularly psrty cacdres, isa
matter for speculation.

Official staterents recently
made in Peking scem to indi-
cate that China wo~ld ve wil-
ling to accept both Hanoi’s
seven-point proposal and Nix-
on’s eight-proint as the joint
basis on which to carty on
future negotiations, As a pre-
liminary step, Chinahas dema- -
nded that the US should halt
its bombing attacks on North
Vietnam and other Indo-Chin- .
ese states and ‘‘stop all its
aggression in thisarea”. China
has also demanded that US and
allied troops should withdraw ,
“totally and uncenditiomally
and before a set terminal date
and must cease to support the
puppet cliques in Indo-Chine-
se countries so that the peoples
of Vietnam, Laos and Cambo-
dia may settle their respective
internal questions themselves
free from,foreign interference"’,
It is.believed that Hanoi and
Sihanouk have more or less
agreed to the new Chinese po-
sition on, this question, and
this will pave the way for side-
tracking the seven and eight
point proposals.

Tribune Correspondent.
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“The airl breathe is filthy, my food is poisoned, my automo-
bile is a gas-guzzling behemoth, my school taxes have dou-

bled.

the Internal Revenue Service plans to take the

fillings out of my teeth, my wife is fifty-three and pregnant,

my dog bit a lawer’s kid, my son steals, my mother-in-law

is a Communist, my daughter ran off with a fink, and now

you tell me thatif I don’t back up and let you have the
right-of-way I'll be in trouble.”’

New Yorker

JAPAN

- On the balance

.of power in Asia

» Tokyo,

POLITICAL circles in Ja-
« pan do not think that there has
been a shift in the balance of
- power in Asia, after the Indo-
Pak war and the defeat of Pak-
istan and the emergence of a
strong India, and even in spite
of the open involvement of the
super-powers in the conflict
(the US and China on the side
of Pakistan and the USSR on
the side of India). In an inter-
view to the New York Timess
correspondent €, L. Sulzber-
- ger, Premier Sato of Japan has
said that it was this realisation
- which had prompted Japan to
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recognise Bangladesh quickly.
5.1, Sato had also stated that

Pakistan, before Bangladesh,
was an incongruous unit. “To

us outsiders, ¢ he said, *‘situa-
ted around the Indian sub-ccn-
tinent it looked rather exlraor-
dinagry to have the situation
that prevailed. It seemed ra-
ther unnatural that peoples sh-
ould be grouped together in a
couniry only on the basis of
religion”. The Japanese Pie-
mier also favoured a non-agg-
ression pact among Soviet Un-
ion, China the USand Japan—
but only if it included a clause
providing for sanctions against
those who violated the agree-
ment. Mr, Sato was happy to
learn through Mr. Nixon’s vi-

sit that China did not want to
become a super—power.

Mr. Sato had been briefed
by an emissary of the US pre-
sident about the talks in Peki-

ng and he felt thatanother con-
sequence of the summit mig-
ht be a decision by China to
limit its backing for North

Vietnam. He expected this de-
velopment to lead to new pea-
ce talks on Indo—China based
on the latest US proposals,
This interpretation by Mr. Sa-
to of what might follow the
Nixon—Chev talks in Peking
has been further reinforced by
reports that Chou En-lai had
made a secret trip to Hanoi.
This gave rise to speculatica
here that the Chinese were ac-
ting as “intermediaries’’ bet-
ween Hanoi and Washington,
and that China was doing this
tecause of secret understand-
ing between Nixon and Chou
under which the US would
make a concession to China
onTaiwan in return for Chou’s
efforts to persuade Hanoi
to-come to terms with the US.

THE WHITE HOUSE has
denied that there was any such
secret deal involving Taiwan
and Vietnam. It is interesting
to note that Sihanouk, giving
his version of Chou's talks
with the leaders in Hanoi, had
emphasised that though Mr.
Nixon had tried to persvade
Mr. Chou to act as an ‘““inter-
mediary™ on Vietnam, the lat-
ter had refused to do so either
covertly or overtly. According
to Sihanouk, Chou had prom-
ised full and continuing sup-
port to the North Vietnan.e:e,
In the meantime, a new phase
of increased Sino-Japanese tra-
de is expected to developin the
months ahead with the expec-
ted arrival of many Chinese
trading missions interested in
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buying many Japanese manu-
factured items. Last year Sino-
Japanese trade reached a total
of $ 900 million. This year it
is expected that it will top the
$ 1000 million mark because
Japan is expected to increase
its purchases of raw materials,
But more than trade the que-
stion which agitates political
circles here are rumours about
various secret deals arrived at
in Peking, Japan has many fe-
ars that Peking may use the
help she would get from the
UCA not for peaceful purposes
but for streamlining China’s
military potential much to the
embarassment of China's nei-
ghbours, many of whom, like
Japan, are afraid of China's
desire to flex her muscles and
expand her territories. Many
of US allies in Fast Asia and
Southeast Asia entertain these
fears, and Washington’s (and
Kissinger’s) assertions that
there were no secret deals in
Peking have not eliminated
such fears. Itis also felt that
Chira too would have many
reservations about the USA
because the USA still wants to
restrain the “communism®’ of
the People’s Republic. US still
has many bases around China,
and the military pacts like
SEATO, ANZUS, SENTO,
ASPAC continue to exist, On
the other hand, China is carry-
ing on a regular campaign ag-
ainst the growth of what it
calls Japanese militarism.
Japan is not bothered about
this campaign against Japanese
militarism. The ruling circles
here take a pragmatic and real-
istic view of events, Propagan-
da does worry them, though
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WHY THE ALERT ?

Why the Alert?

Govt, ready for all eventualities

BY RECORDER,

ON Thursday, March 23,

the Finance Minister Dr. N,M,
Perera replying to a question
on adjournment by Mr. R,
Premadasa ( U N P-Colombo
Central), stated that the infor-
mation received by Govern-
ment necessitated various pre-
cautionary steps to preserve
law and order. Dr, Perera po-
inted out that only a few days
earlier two suitcases filled with
handbombs were discovered

they would like if this anti-Ja-
pancse barrage from Peking is
stopped. Objective observers
here feel that Peking cannot
get the better of the USA in
the new relationship wich has
grown between China and the
USA. For Nixon a detente
with China increases his bar-
gaining position with the Sovi-
et Union. But, itis realised
that it is more important for
Nixon to normalise relations
with the USSR than with Chi-
na. Nixon has to secure a sta-
bilisation of the international
situation as a prelude to the
presidential campaign, and the
forthcoming Nixon trip to
Moscow has great meaning
and significance for Japan.
This is particularly so after the
visit of the USSR Foreign
Minister Gromyko to Japan
and the peace treaty which
is being negotiated between
the two countries.

Tribune Correspondent.

on the campus at Peradeniya.
He said that the Prime Minis-
ter and the Government would
very much like to relax the
emergency regulations and al-
low normal conditions to exist.
But the Government owed it
to the people to provide ade-
quate protection. This reply
had been sparked by Mr. Pre-
madasa’s question why the
UNP had been refused permis-
sion to put up posters nn D.S,
Senanayake Rememberance
Day (i.e. March 22). He said
that even party flags had not
been permitted. Dr, Perera had
stated that the Government
had been gradually relaxing
the regulations but the situa-
tion which had cropped up in
the last two weeks had unfor-
tupately made it necessary to
take certain steps in the inter-
ests of security.

THIS WAS THE FIRST
OFFICIAL STATEMENT on
the growing alarm which the
Government had shown in re-
gard to the law and order situ-
ation in the country. The first
hint- that something serious
was afoot dawned on the pub-
lic when the Prime Minister in
the first week of March at At-
tanagala deplored the present
wave of crime and lawlessness,
The CDN, March7, reported
the PM as saying on the occa-
sion of inaugurating a Dham-
ma School: “It is essential
that young people associate
with Bhikkhus and bring their
lives close to the temple in
order to improve their kno-
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Why the Alert ?

wledge of Dhamma and bet-
ter their sense of discipline,
It is fearful to imagine
what the younger generation
would be if the present tren-
ds of indiscipline continue at
this rate. Daily in the morn-
ing newspapers we read repo-
rts of grave crimes. It is a
deplorable state of affairs to
have such a high rate of cri-
me in a country like ours whi-
ch had been called Dhama—
deepa. One will be surprised
to see the crowds after a show
at a Cinema where certain typ-
es of films which are harmful
to our culture are shown. But
young people cry that they do
not have to eat and they have
no jobs. However, the Dha-
mma School can do a vajuable
service to establish discipline
in the younger generation, said
the Prime Minister ... ."”
Some observers also pointed
out that there was a fear of a
new Rightist Off ensive on the
Sirimavo Govi. Under this hea-
ding the Indian Express of
March 9 had an interesting
piece from its local correspon-
dent_ It read: ““Fears of a righ-
tist attack on Mrs. Sirimavo
Bandaranaike's socialist
unitzd front government have
been gaining ground during the
past few days. According to
sources close to the Govern-
ment, although these forces se-
em to be acting separately, by
curious coincidence, all their
plans,announced or unannoun-
ced, seem to be geared to go
into action about the same ti-
me-towards the middleof 1972”

The Forward, official organ
of the Ceylon Communist
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Party(Moscow wing), partner of
Mrs. Bandaranaike’s Govern-
ment, claimed recently that the
last few weeks had seen resur-
gence of terrorist acgivities in
the North Central Province and
parts of Uva Province, Robb-
eries by armed gangs had been
reported with great regularity.
The paper added, “It is not
yet clear whether all these are
the work of small, unapprehen-
ded bands of terrorists still
operating in jungles in those
areas or whether it is the work
of ordinary criminals.”” How-
ever, the paper claimed that he-
re was evidence that terrorist
groups had been responsible
for several incidents. It drew
attention to the fact that defea-
ted rightist groups were re-ali-
gning their forces to prevent
Mrs. Bandaranaike from going
ahead with her socialist prog-
rammes speedily and effectively,
It said the United National Pa-
rty led by former Premier Du-
dley Senanayake was stepping
up “youth league™ activity.
Some of the youth leaders who
were recently released from de-
tention were particularly active.
In Tamil - speaking Northern
Province “‘reactionary forces"
among the Tamils had got to-
gether toplan an offensive aga-
inst the Government to coinci-
de with the right wing plans.
The paper said the Tamil Con-
gress and other forces which
normally oppose each other
had rallied round the demand
for a separate State in the nor-
th and east for Tamils.
¢Meanwhile, the main op-
position United National Par-
ty has decided to move a vote

of no-confidence in the Gover-
nment, adds PTI. The initia-
tor of the motion, Mr, R. Pre-
madasa, senior Minister in the
former UNP Government, had
proposed that the motion sho-
uld be moved jointly with the
other opposition party, the
Federal Party of Tamils, and
opposition independent mem-
bers of the House of Represen-
tatives, but the patliamentary
group of the UNP preferred to
go it alone.”

The Sun on March 7 »uder
thetheading POLICE CRACK
DOWN ON ACTIVITIES OF
ARMED [GANGS published
a lead story by Noel Senevira-
tne. It read: : “The Gevern-
ment has ordered a tough crack
down' ¢n marauding gangs
operating in jungle pockets in
various parts of the country,.
Police have been detailed to
carry out round-the-clock mo-
bile patrols in order to curb
the crime wave which has rea-
ched serious proportions dur-
ing the past two weeks. Accor-
ding to a senior Police off cial,
the areas worst affected are
Negombo, Veyangoda, Kalu-
tara, Kandy, Kegalle, Kahata-
gasdigiliya, Gzlenbindurawe-
wa, Anutadhapura and Ham-
bantota, The suburbs of Colo-
mbo too are being patrolled
intensively to ensure[that gangs
do not extend their activities to
the city. The same source also
said that these bands were
believed to be in possession of
abundant stocks of explosives
which they detonated in the
presence of people to frighten
them into submission. They
then loot boutiques and houses.
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Police believe that of late gang
robberies have escalated to
such proportions that peace lo-
ving people in several areas ap-
pear to be afraid to step out of
their homes after sun set. The
co-operation of the public in
apprehending the culprits res-
ponsible for these burglaries
and intimidatory tactics. is al-
so not forthcomirg as they fear
reprisals.

It has also been found that
these gangs utilize vehicles—of-
o0 stolen motor cars—to con-
vey the loot. Recently, a police
mobile party opened fire ona
speeding vehicle. In tte fracas
a civilian was killed. Several
bombs were found in the vehi-
clz. In remote areas the Police
have found that these gangs
operate from _jungle hideouts.
Police admit the difficulty of
tracking them down because of
the possibility of snipers. An in-
tensive campaign, however, has
been launched to rid the coun-
try of these armed gangs.

The Sun on March 10 had a
lead under the heading Armed
Forces, Police On Full Alert—
Joint Action Against Armed
Gangs, The story was by Iqbal
Athas. It read; “The Govern-
ment has placed the Armed
Forces and the Police on full
alert to meet the growing me-
nace of armed robbery throug-
hout the country. The ‘SUN'’
reliably understands that the
leave of Services personnel and
Police has been cancelled, so
that the maximum number of
men could be deployed for this
purpose. Leave will be gran-
ted only under urgent circums-

tances. During the past few
weeks, incidents of armed rob-
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bery, arson, and looting have
escalated, according to Police
sources. Incidents have been
particularly high in the North
Central Province and in the
South, The Police have also
discovered a number of hidden
arms caches and hide-outs
where hand bombs were being
manufactured. In certain cases,
persons involved in the manu-
facture of these weapons have
been taken into cutody. It is
reliably learnt that intensified
mobile patrols are to be carri-
ed out both by the police and
the Armed Forces to check the
spate of thefts and other inci-
dents.

In Kandy, a person who is
alleged to have stolen dyna-
mite sticks belonging to the
Mahaveli Development Board,
bas been taken into custody by
the Peradeniya Police, our
Kandy correspondent reports.
The 25 sticks of dynamite re-
covered from a house at Uda-
Eriyagama in the Peradeniya
Police area had been stolen
from a work site of the Maha-
veli Diversion Project, police
investigations have revealed.
In this connection, Sergeant
M. G. Fernando of the Pera-
deniya Police produced E. M,
Heen Banda of Uda Eriyagama
before the Kandy magistrate,

Mr. M. E. Dharmawardena,
who remanded him until
March 15.

The Weekend of March 12
had a small item under the he-
ading HAND BOMBS FOU-
ND IN NUWARA ELIYA. It
read; ‘“A large cache of hand-
bombs and other utensils for

the manufacture of hand bom-
bs, like barbed wire, wire nails

Why the Alert?

and empty tins were tecoversd
from a thick jungle off Black-
poolin theNuwara Elivaareaon
Friday. The Police party led by
Headquarters Inspector Carly-
le deSilva recoverad fiftyhand-
bombs and these utensils after
having trekked through thick
jungle and took ten persons in
to custody. The raid was direct-
ed by the Superintendent of
Police Kandy, Mr.Peter Guna-
wardene acting on a tip off,
The suspects are now teing
grilled by the Police”

The next significant -eferen-
ces in the newspapers began on
March 17. The Daily News
had a boxed item on its front
page on March 17 under the
heading Armed Services Put
o1 Full Alert, It read: “The
armed services have been put
on full alert and leave has been
canczlled for all service perso-
nnel. The Government hasy ta-
kenthis step as a precautionary
measure against the possible
repetition of disturbances this
year. The Government has had
reports of lootings, hold - ups
and armed robberies from cer-

tain provincial areas which we-
re hotbeds of insurgent activity

last year. As a result, the Go-
vernment feels it is its duty to
provide full protection to citi-
zens to carry eut their day te-
day activities.”’

The Daily Mirror on that
the same date frontpaged a st-
ory under the heading Services
on 24- hour Alert—Leave Can-
celled. The report read: “The
leave of all service and police
personnel has been cancelled
with immediate effect. These

personnel have also been put
on a twenty four hour alert.
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Why the Alert?

The Government has taken th-
is decision because of the incr-
ease in the number of gang rob-
beries and high way hold ups.
Government has received infor-
mation that in many villages,
people are living in fear of ga-
ng robbers. In the recent past,
they have committed a spate
of robberies in various parts of
the country. Buses have also
been held up and passengers
and crew robbed of cash and
belongings. A spokesman said
yesterday that the Government
was no. taking any chances,
that it would do everything to
maintain law and order and en-
sure that the people go about
their business without let or
hindrance. He added that ser-
vice and police personnel have
been instructed to take every
possible action to apprehend
these men who are terrcrising
thevillagers. Meanwhile the Ins-
pector General of Polic, Mr,
Stanley Seranayake, vesterday
said that the Police Departme-
nt welcomes information from
all law abiding citizens, in res.-
pect of any acts of an unlawful
nature which have cceurred or
ars likely to occur in any part
of the Island and such infor-
mation will be treated with the
utmost confidence.

Oun Marchi7 at 4 prizegiving
ceremony at Trinity College,
Kandy the P.M. once again
referred to the same problem.
The Indian Express report-
ed this under the heading
SIRIMAVO VOWS. TO
FUT DOWN VIOLENCE
aad the report stated:
Premier Sirimavo Bandarana.
ike yesterday assured the na-
tion that “we are duty bound
to protect the lives of the peo-
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ple of this country—even at the
cost of our own lives. We
simply cannot sit and watch,”
she said, “if a section of mis-
guided and extremist youths
tries to plunge the country into
violence and destroy our kard-
won freedom®. She was spea-
king at 4 function at Trinity
College against the backdrop
of growing violence in the is-
land, Even as she was spea-
king, armed forces were being
placed on full alert. Volunteers
were being mobilised and stri-
ctest security measures against
recrudescence of viplence and
insurgency were being taken.
Violence erupted exactly a year
back which led to insurge-
ncy last April in which 1,200
persons were officially veported
killed end 20,000 youths were
arrested or surrendered to sec-
urity forces. Tae Premicr de-
clared yesterday: ‘““We are not
oppoied to aspirations of the
youth, but we cannot give in
lo the disturbing contention
that it is only through viclence
and destruction that the
country’s prosperity could bs
achieved’’. Mrs. Bandaranaike
said the youth appeared to be
under the misconception that
‘¢we elders are opposed to their
aims and aspirations. Youth
of today also believe that it is
only they who could remedy
the ills of the country’’. Refer-
ring to the amnesty she had
offered to the insurgents last
year and the rehabilitation
schemesshe had initiated, Mrs,
Bandaranaike said the whole
country was awzare of ““the

sympathy and tolerance with
which I have treated those
youths”, involved in the dis-

turbances,

The Sunon March 20 reprin-
ted the same speech under the
heading Violence Is INot The
way SAYS PM AT TRINITY.
The report read:

“While the Government is
fully conscious of the aspirati-
ons of youth, it does not acc-
ept that these aspirations could
be achieved ihrough violence
and..., destruction’’, the Prime
Minister, Mrs. Sirimavo Ban-
daranaike, tsaid in Kandy on
Friday, The Prime Mirister
was speaking at the centenary
prize day of Trinity College.
She said: “The youth of the
country should not misunder-
stand the Government's attitu-
de towards them. We 12 not
oblivious to their aims and as-
pirationss Certain misguided
and extiemist ycuths believe
they have all the answers to
ihe country’s problems and
want to use violence to achieve
them. The Government can-
not allow that. It hasa duty
by the peace-loving people to
protect them. The Governme-
nt will not shirk this respons-
ibility and remains updaunted
and ready to protect the lives
of the people in this country-
even at the cost of our own
lives.” The Premier urged the
youth to be psatient and to
co-operate with the Goveia-
ment to solve the urgent pro-
blems confronting the people.
She caid that their patience
and co-operation was essential
to the Government, particular-
ly for theimplementation of the
Five-Year Plan. The plan bas

been destigned to take the cg-
untry forward towards a deve-
loped society, solving tne prob-
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lems of the people, The prob-
lems confronting the country
today were the results of wro-
ng policies in the past, Today,
the country had to import
food, medicines and {textiles
for which a heavy foreign ex-
change expenditure was incu-
rred annually, The problems
have been aggravated by the
sharp rise in the world market
price of these items, particu-
larly sugar and milk foods.

Therefore, it was neccessary
to mae a vigerous effort to
produce our own f{ood and tex-
tile requirements. Ttat was the
only way the country could
get out of the present econo-
mic crisis. In the field of edu-
cation too, the systzm had to
be changed to suit the require-
ments of a devulopmg country.
The earlier system was not
conducive to economic growth.
It handicapped the develop-
ment process as it was geared
to produce only clerks and
white collar workers. It had
now been changed to produce
scientists and engineers and
technical hands the country

needed for its development
effort,

The Hindu of March 20
published a story from its Co-
lombo correspondent under
the heading Subversive Litera-
ture in Ceylon Again. It read:
“Once again Ceylon is being
flooded with newspapers and
magazines of a highly explosi-
Ve nature. One particular jour-
nal, it is stated, is a continuva-
tion of a foreign publication
which serves as a ‘hand book’
for subversion, terrorist activi-
ty and ways of conducting the
subtle business of destroying
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- publications,

law and order, Most of these
according to a
reliable source, are airlifted in
bulk and distributed through
the post office. It is stated that
the country was flooded with
similar explosive materials pri-
or to the April 1971 insurrez-
tion.” Eleven months after they
had completely stopped comi-
ng they are once again coming
from the same source in bulk
by air. Steps have be>n taken
to preve.t them getting into the
hands of the people, however
friendly the country of origin
of these literaturs is,*’

PTI reports;

With a marked deterioration
in the law and order situation
and spurt in crime wave during
the last one month, police and
the armed forces have been pl-
aced on a 24-hour alert. Secu-
Tity arrangements around vital
installations, such as the Cey—
lon Broadcasting Corporation,
have been tightened. Police and
army patrol have also been in-
tensified in the capital and oth-
er trouble spots, and check and
search of vehicles plying on ro-
ad made more rigorous, Mean
while, reports of loot, raids on
shops and stores, wayside rob-
bery and arson continue to po-
ur in from several parts of the
island to army and police head-
quarters here and they have
mounted a combined offensive
to maintain normalcy. Colom-
bo, the capital, has also of late
come under a crime wave with

scare gripping the populace.

But, no official briefing has
yet been given by the Govern-
ment to pressmen on the pre-
sent disturbing situation rem-

Why the Alert?

iniscent of the days preceding
last April’s insurgency. Mean-
while, the Prime Minister, Mrs.
Sirimavo Bandaranaike has sa-

id at a students rally at the hi-
Il capital of Kandy, 72 miles
from here- “We are not oppo-
sed to the aspirations of the yo-
uth, but we cannot give in to
their disturbing contention th-
at it is only through violencs
and destraction that the coun-
try’s prosperity could be achie-
ved”.

The Sun on Merch 21 refer-
red to the scame problem un-
der the heading Folice Will
Confiscaie Subversive Litera-
ture. 1t read: “Police are under
orders to confiscate all types
of subversive literature coming

into the country, Investigations
are being conducted into

the flow of such literature, It
is believed that subversive lite-
rature is being smugglsd into
the country surreptitiously
through the post as well as
with the help of ships® crew.
According to a Police source,
certain Embassy personnel are
suspected of complicity in this
manocuvre. Meanwhile, Police
say that the intensified patrol-
ling now being carried out in
the City and the suburbs has

acted as a deterrent to lawless
element. The situation in the

country is normal amd every
endeavour has been made to
protect life and property in the
event of gangsters going on the
rampage. This source also said
that looting would be dealt
with severely. Trouble makers
who attempt to cause trouble

by spreading rumours will be
rounded up. Several convoys
of troops have been despatchcd
to various parts of the country.”
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Why the Alert ?

The Communist weekly For-
ward in its issue of March 18
summed up the situation as vi-
ewd {rom the leftwing political
angle. The frontpage story

was under the heading New
Security Measures—Rally the

People to fight Reaction. The
following excerpts from this
"article sets out the CP-angle
on the situation. “The govern-
ment has obviously decided to
take no chances when, this we-
ek, it cancelled all leave for
the security services and put
them on a full alert, There are
also inuications that co-ordina-
ting officers will be re-appoin-
ted to certain areas of the co-
untry, These precautionary ac-
tions are, it is presumed, the
result of mounting talk and
growing evidence that a fresh
attempt may be made to repeat
events not dissimilar to those
of April last year. It is difficult
to gauge how much weight
should be given to this talk
and to the evidence available,
But the government obviously
wiskes to proceed on the prin-
ciple that it is better to te safe
than sorry. Incdezd, after last
year's evenls, there docs nat
scem to be any otter scpsible
course of action. The organis-
ed armed robberies on pstrol
sheds, co-operative stores and
vehicles in certain parts of the
country cannot all be put do-
wn to terrorist bends known
to be operating in those areas.
Several of these events are ob-
viously the work of ordinary
gang rcbbers and other crimi-
nal elements. But there are
others that suggest that the
motive was more likely to be
that of gathering money and
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supplies for insurgent political
action,”

““Many other things are
taking place that are not dis-
similar from what preceded
the events of April last year.
It is not casy for anyone to
say with any certainty wheth-
er f[resh attacks are being pre-
pared or not—or whetker, if
they do come, they will fol'ow
similar patterns to what happ-
ened last April or, instead, ta-
ke the shape of a campaign of
individual terrorism, with the
assassination of prominent po-
litical personalities. But the
possibility of events taking su-
ch a turn cannot be ruled out,
Bspecially so when the reac-
tionary forces, emboldened by
the economic difficulties that
the government now faces and
at the widespread dissatisfac-
tion and complaints against hi-
gh prices and shortages of es-
sential goods, havc gone far
ahead in their preparations for
a political onslaught against
the government,”

“The prolonged drought,
which has alieidy preduced
a nearly 20 per cent drop in
agricultural production, bas
also led to serious economic
dislocations in rural areas and
on the e ti'es, ‘In several arcas
farming activity has come to
a virtual standstill owing to
the lack of water. On many
estates, only two days work in
the week is given, and that too
with difficulty. This is certain-
ly no time for complaining.”’

“Four months have passed
since the Prime Minpister’s stat-
ement to Parliament on 9th No-

vember 1971, setting out a nu-
mber of Socio-economic-mea-

sures that the government int-
ends to take. But so far the
new Rent Act and the tike-
over of B. C.C. Ltd., have

been the only concrete actions
in furtherance of this declar-

ation, And in the meantime,
the economic condition of the
people have got more difficult,
The prices of a large range of
goods have gone up. Govern-

ment itself has put up the
price of kerosene oil and re-

moved one pound from the
sugar ration, But, while the

burdens on the people kave
not been - slow to increase
there has not been any corres-
ponding speed in implementing
the promised measures which
affect the vested interests.”
“The monopoly newspapers
are daily full of stories about
big shot delepations visiting
Ministers to protest apainst
proposed ceilings cn the own-
ecship of iand and houses and
on dispo able family income,
Wten, on the one hand, the
people see all this happening
and, on the other hand, noth-
ing positive emerges in the
direction of implementing
what has becen promised, can
they b blamed for drawing con-
clusions? It is not re-assurances

but action now that the pec-
p'e want and the situation
needs. Positive action against
the vested interests and (o
make life easier for the com-
mon man will go a long way
to bridge the ““credibility gap”
that is beginning to develop
between the government and

the broad mass of its suppor-
ters and enable their re-union
for a successful fight against
the threats of the re-actionary
forces”
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