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Friday, 25th March 1983

g o 10 @ wEEe8nd ded Bu sdhesn® [gd 3
&8, gBgld MHBE BimmE Som] Soumiad Bu

urrreseaTph @p, U 10 wellsEms &g FLIT BT LIET
geuiser [oy aprey b, HUHd urli wrsri] skvenin
) G G Ti ST,

The Parliament met at 10 a.m. MR, SPEAKER [AL HAJ M.
ABDUL BAKEER MARKAR] in the Chair.

B8 ec@PmEs S OR
suin@sstiulc L ugRrmser

PAPERS PRESENTED

Report of the Board of Directors of the Paranthan Chemicals
Corporation for the year ended December 31, 1980—(Mr. M.
Vincent Perera, on behalf of the Minister of Industries and
Scientific Affairs).

ovmedue ¥ His el Bewle =dm gl
FsurfL s8& @Qumsss sl Brele o’ g,
Ordered to lie upon the Table.

GoYe (O]

g & Ser

PETITIONS

cudony $endkd ooy (Bowids glDdeh 08
@)

(ﬁ@ Qagedr_eir DERT T gy T— 5 B Q7B ymwssi)

(Mr. Shelton Ranaraja—Deputy Minister of Justice)

I present a Petition from Mr. T. B. Ratnayake of
No. 5, Kehalle, Katugastota.

Da¥e Soamen Do (8D C)

(B spBr pewr 51E5—LTaaree)

(Mr. Chandra Ranatunga—Mawanella)

o8 BSeend®®, Bnc o Cemd Vwed
(268) 9@ etfdh BE8 &. @l Lutlidm Bum
cord Clae eur xd @9 E€us’EE.

Py oW el Mmim twdd wBBun anwd Bewa mdm
cl

Qur GiLgis GHWHESH Frii s sl Semuf il g

Ordered to be referred 1o the Public Petitions Committee.
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ganIeo b 8€nd;
s sEneE amiiepe aleme s
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

DS1ENEDNE
(Furprust geirger)
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 1.

28, Bx7essYd cseldh dum (28T ©Oam
m S @Bod v PFHR Hidled W
RS T-, [O0) )

(B e, dersarp GQUCTTT—UTTTEHLLETD IQYased
ser, AGrurl Bimamp gowssmbd Grgn YTFTHSS
QarpL_rayib)

(Mr. M. Vincent Perera—Minister of Parliamentary
Affairs & Sports and Chief Government Whip)

On behalf of the Deputy Minister of Higher
Education I ask for one month’s time.

20, GeEmBudd Sam (dald)

(B e, Bl SbLirib—peQiri)

(Mr, M. Sivasithamparam—Nallur)

This is the third time that time is asked to answer a
very simple Question. I do not see any difficulty at all
in answering this Question. We ask Questions because
somebody has given us certain material and they want
an answer. Surely, if it takes four or five months to
answer a very simple Question—

DN

(Furprusi gyuiser)

(Mr. Speaker)

What can the Hon. Minister of Parliamentary
Affairs do ?

0. E2BmPucd® Dnmm

(B erib. Pl gibuirid)

(Mr, M. Sivasithamparam)

I am not blaming him, Sir. As 1 said, he always
stands in for all the other Ministers.

DOINSDDH

(Furprust sairser)

(Mr. Speaker)

Your comments will be noted, and 1 hope Hon.
Ministers will take corrective action.

sdma 93 I»ol ofSuw HS90 Bowie =dnm ¢,
aimee wplem DarsBp Fwinlsssd sl dmiSLduc &,
Question ordered to stand down.
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Dend o, B OsF wtd c8dHdsy acms oY oo
e wewm S 180
scwri ansr, afldcst Caprii &, Qariisk Canriii e
PERUmD T S ENSETEE NTFTES S SETUTHD

GOVERNMENT GUARANTEE OF LOANS TO AIR LANKA,
HILTON HOTEL AND SHERATON HOTEL

200/83

3. VI Luem8 Qvmm (gomade)

{,Q@ QEHLLGT RUIESESTIY — oy F ST SN )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody—Attanagalla)

e o DOE@uE WOy B BBYD
eox’ qug gIdmw: (g) BDudm dwd Comn
®® 88sY caeom qfi Swrstnd ma 8cd
eeem S g 8 g A8 On®, exfesle? (@)
89 B8edm s Comn e®0s® ¢luwle 0
BCn & mdésTesic? (@) & Comwed @580
cwldm BCO5f cuficu wem Hourlmd neld
e oDl ane e memn S¥w @iy wx A
@ exfeslc? () gum gin g 8O wd
oec® gimfe @eTaCw IS »® méxfenf¢?

e dBe@sTmd
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28, 90, 28. Iy V8 dumm (Bewids 8¢
o HPulwey g@BHS)

(@ erib. eré. erib, pule whdari—p S, yowiys
Bl o Qrf yeowesi)

(Mr. M. H. M. Naina Marikar—Deputy Minister of
Finance & Planning)

(a) Yes. (b) Capt. S. R. Wickremanayake,
Chairman ; Mr. G. V. P. Samarasinghe ; Dr. W. M.
Tilakaratna ; Mr. A. N. U. Jayawardena ; Mr. D. G.
Wijesekera. (¢) No. (d) I am not aware of the names.
(e) No. (f) I am not aware of the names.

DS1NED DS
(FUTFTWST _aour &6 )
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 4.

€8, Euadd cuc¥d @wmm

(B o dlarears QuGrar)

(Mr. M. Vincent Perera)

On behalf of the Minister of Agricultural
Development and Research, I ask for one month’s

(@) & Corned @EHERC cwfédm e¥5HTsT enfOEe time.

sean hopstmd Sefld wn Do &ma el
scm ¥ qoddn um A2 Sné ¢xerfe? (&)
Qum qw o & B ol gine BT ace
On® ®»E wdsferfe?

BB, geouwiysEl. geowssors Cslc dley: (9)
srwrt amer B O Qupp sralssd s aTsEnE®
QrETESH e SsTarsrellfmerer s erarues gt gl
wrrr? () erwri adsr G el urers FenL
e plilarisefler Quuerrg smartr? (@) Goamsiie
Biwrwfldsinn_aerer aflo_ar Capri’t gis@ FraCss,
ot 55 Qeargy B gterear sLsrabr Qup yrsrasn o5
sror s sfldsaerery creruems i gflarsr? (&)
Bis egarargsozs Carmp sbueafller venfliLrerdt
soris e priSerflar Quues g smarrr ? (o) Qemmas
Biwreflésiu aerer Gaprit ar CapriL gyds Firey
Coer aisss, Cap dptrar seradriQuUD orsrmsh
o g grargioflEsaerorg ereTUME s yferrr?
(est) @ps egararssmss Carmb suefiier Lrenflts
urert senu e pinGerflar Quuenr s smersr ?

asked the Minister of Finance and Planning : (a) Is he
aware that the Government has guaranteed
international loans taken by Air Lanka Ltd. ? () Will
he name the Board of Directors of Air Lanka Ltd. ?
(c) Is he aware that the Government is to guarantee
international commercial and other loans for the
proposed Hilton Hotel to be constructed in Sri Lanka ?
(d) Will he name the board of directors of the
company requesting the above guarantee ? (e) Is he
aware that the Government is to guarantee
international commercial and other loans for the
proposed Sheraton Hotel to be constructed in Sri
Lanka ? (f) Will he name the board of directors of the
company requesting the above guarantee ?

DS NS
(FUTBTWET oaufSer)
(Mr. Speaker)

One month’s time again !

CTFEOsT duamd Dum

(B empncr BwEtsTy )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Can we not have a computer here, so that once you
feed the computer with the data the next day you get
the answer ? I think we should computerize these
Questions. Then you do not need to ask for time.

2D BN GBS

(surprust seuiser)

(Mr. Speaker)

Ask the Leader of your party to have a discussion
with the other party Leaders.

clEowy LuommE dom

(Bp. espuer pustary )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I hope the Hon. Minister will do it himself. If you
have a computer you cannot dodge the questions. It
will come out with the truth and nothing but the truth.

sdme 9 2»el 9ffsw HIPD Hewla =dm ¢l
dleymey wpQmes BarsBp Feilnidss s drui Ol g,
Question ordered to stand down.

D1 BNHDDE
(FuTBTLST yaiTser)
(Mr, Speaker)
Question No. 3.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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28, 857570 cwedd Dwmm

(Boy erib- dlsnaary QuCrrr)

(Mr. M. Vincent Perera)

On behalf of the Minister of Agricultural
Development and Research, I ask for one month’s
time,

NI 9sT dwermE Qumm

(B esprer pusbsry )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Will he give us an assurance it is exactly one
month ? Or will he come again and say, “Another one
month’s time” ?

28, 8x7uxn’d cuold Dwwm

(B e diereary QuGrTr)

(Mr. M. Vincent Perera)

The Minister wants one month’s time. I cannot give
an assurance.

NI 05y Lwemmi Domm
(Ea5. aspner guslsry )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Thank you. I accept that.

edmnae @ Enof oRSuw B20a BHeda 25w of
dieaal wpdmes BewsBp switil688 s Brd oucL g,

Question ordered 1o stand down.

Bm® G Sifs el Dewd : ceeiMmednTn ydiBay
Dncasy o da B
Sjreris Gmssars sinaisorrs gulésiu L. Glriirflus
HrETEs eaflug
RETIRED GOVERNMENT SERVANTS APPOINTED AS
HEADS OF DEPARTMENTS

38/83
2. . ¢ QAW B Svzm (2&0d)
(Bm =sr. Qur @7 g Berih—seati sraHyenp)
(Mr, K. P. Ratnam—Kayts)
a9 Qs an sey D, 2 oy gERHEd
2B, t Fn&le ®Ogy EERE y8BSBcwsy
gty ofma: (g) amd dded eqeafie@x i

1983 @8z 25
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g Bsf Swownsy eeffu =dxs Ep® @A adn
efOmBst w@rfdewysf wwn wensd Bumd
On®: mmae wdresye? (1) »®; (i) azf ¢dm
mend; (i) 8a® ad@d ecud ab 2oRd;
(iv) e cam 2108 o 8503 ; (V) E® &g
() ponw esnwdéslersf 8, & @xf¢?

Qrgw oyenindFonid, eeronrr R, & _enwiny Biwrenr
ywsEs, Qume Bsar Iyowssmbraraemrs Cal i
ey () gyrermss Hlwssormseflar slhieuiserTs
@@ﬁ:uw-ﬁ‘ﬁaﬂsﬁ: ST FTE S u,ﬁa@asrﬂ.s‘u @@p ) gpu}a,f
Ouppaiser ga@armguerud updu Qersumph efurd
&b goat sgarsr? (i) Quui (1) @Qurepsrer
ugdl, (i) que Quas Quryps ai Awss uss,
(iv) @iCuraps Quanh sFbusrepn L &ERd, (V) Gugid
pleys Fibuarb? () oG pss aresr ?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Local
Government, Housing and Construction and Minister
of Highways: (a) Will he state the following
particulars about each of the present heads of
Government departments who are retired government
servants: (i) name; (ii) present post; (iii) post
previous to retirement; (iv) present salary and
allowances ; (v) the amount of the pension ? (b) If
not, why ?

88, 8x7usTd cucddh Pnm

(B orib darsary QuUCrrr)

(Mr, M. Vincent Perera)

It is a long Answer. May I table it, on behalf of the
Prime Minister and Minister of Local Government,
Housing and Construction and Minister of Highway ?

DSIETNED DS
(FuTprLST oeui&er)
(Mr. Speaker)

Yes.

* smolua @ maw o BEnd:
surf @& eadsliucL e :

Answer tabled :

@
(i) (i) (i) (iv) ()
Name Present Post Post previous to Present salary & Amount of
retirement allowances pension
{monthly)
Rs. Rs.
1. Mr. I P. Weerakoon Director, External District Land Officer 4,410.00 789.88
Resources
2. Brig. B. K. V. J. E. Rodrigo Govt. Agent, Gampaha  Brigadier, Sri Lanka Army 4,090,00 1,201.00
3. Mr. K. Gnanachandran Govt. Agent Mullaitivu Actg. Supermunerary 4,090.00 No pension since his

District Judge

services were terminated
owing tonon-proficiency
in the official language

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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ft) i) (i) (tv) )
Name Present Post Post previous to Present salary & Amount of
retirement allowances pension
{monthly)
Ry, R,
4, Mr, 8. L. H. Perera Registrar-General Registrar- General 3,300.00 1,654.00
5. Mr, L. B, Samarakoon Regional Director of Regional Director of 2,965.00 Pension not finalized
Education, Kandy Education as yet
6. Mr. S. Amarasuriva Director, Engineering Director, Engineering 3,600.00 1800,00
Services Services
7. Lt. Gen, J. E. D, Perera High Commissioner Army Commander 2,500.00 1749.80
for Sri Lanka in Aus. § 1178.00
Australia
8. Mr. M. A. Piyasekera Ambassador for Sri Commissioner of 2,500.00 1780.00
Lanka in Italy Elections Lira 1450605
9. Mr. G. A. D. E, A, Seneviratne High Commissioner for  Inspector-General of 2,500.00 1737.50
Sri Lanka in Malaysia Police Malaysian S 2492

(b) Does not arise.

1983.3.24 @350 Dl : §@H o
Hewits oo O8) 080D §@HS ko
BHewids s DO 8¢ g PDyered

SDIRD
24.3.1983 ‘“goew’ " Qeul: gewssmh mersr
Corlr offimg@: Grf gyewwismb yrs Qump
Cariy 971§ gyeowssmureararg oyfléens
“Island” Report of 24.3.1983 : Statement by Minister,
and Deputy Minister of Janata Estate Development and
Deputy Minister of State Plantations

WMoE D edoy o (B wn Bowdxs
drym S ¥R @B ny Bowlds Sy
88€ B8&ac q:19B)

(B anre’. Caprg—gyerwssmn gargr Cagrile
3‘9“905.5',@‘-'-‘ Grf syowésmn yre QuEsCsTiii_i

rf genwéF L)

(Mr. Harold Herat—Minister, and Deputy Minister of

Janata Estates Development and Deputy Minisler of
State Plantations)

Mr. Speaker, I met you in Chambers this morning
and had your permission to make this statement. This
statement arises from the news item which appeared in
the “Island” paper of 24th March 1983, that is
yesterday. It did not appear in the city edition; it
appeared in the outstation edition in rather prominent
letters. I am an “Island” fan. In fact it is a very
interesting paper. The heading was: “Tea, rubber,
coconut production rapidly falling-TULF MP”. For
what I am stating I take full responsibility. Not only
responsibility, I am prepared to take the consequences.
Not only do we follow the Standing Orders of this
House but very often we follow the high traditions of
the House of Commons. We have known instances

where Members of Parliament and even Ministers,
when they have come out with an untruth in the
House, have tendered their resignation. Those are very
high traditions to follow.

This is a speech made by m-y good Friend the hon.
Member for Uduppiddy. The “Island” reported it thus:

Moving a cut in the Votes of the Ministry of Plantation Industry
he said that the intention of starting plantation like tea, rubber and
coconut was different from the intention of the Governments that
came into being after Independence. The main intention of the
Britishers at the time had been to provide raw material for their
day-to-day industries. He said that after Sri Lanka won her
independence the main stay-of the economy was the earnings from
tea, rubber and coconut. Although certain other cash crops had
been developed, yet tea, rubber and coconut provided foreign
exchange for the country. “The productivity of these industries was
rapidly going down and it was the duty of this Ministry to see that
the production from the traditional crops was maintained at a
reasonably high level™,

Sir, I am the Minister in charge of the Coconut
Industry. The Ministry was created four years ago. |
do not want this house and the people of this country to
have a wrong impression that coconut production is
going down. He is talking of material production. We
will be talking about the JEDB and the State
Plantations Corporation today.

Where national production is concerned, Sir, if this
type of news item is not corrected it is not only going to
create a wrong impression in the country, it is going to
affect my marketing strategy. There was a time when
our traditional exports of coconut products moved
away from Sri Lanka and buyers started buying
products from other countries because we could not
supply at the correct time what they wanted and the
quantities they wanted.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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I wish to say categorically on the Floor of this House
that “coconut production rapidly falling” is incorrect.
It is an untruth. There is no case of falling. it has
moved faster than the Lear jet that came down a
month ago !

I am quoting from the figures of the Central Bank
and the Coconut Development Authority, Sir. We have
a separate division. We do monitoring and we have all
the facts and figures.

The production of coconuts in 1977 was 1,821
million nuts. In 1982 we had an increase of 700 million
nuts, and the national production was 2,521 million
nuts. I am sorry, Sir, that all this had been a little too
much for my good Friend from Uduppiddy. He has put
coconuts and rubber and tea all together and made a
jumble of the whole thing ! He has been given lopsided
figures incorrect figures, by somebody, and I am sorry
he made this statement.

With the permission of this House, Sir, I want to
read something from the Coco Market News, Sri
Lanka, Volume 1-No. 2, published by the Coconut
Development Authority, and I think that will be my
statement.

“The year 1982 was of significant importance to Sri Lanka's
Coconut Trade. While the volume of exports have increased in all
the major coconut products, i.e. Desiccated Coconut, Coconut Oil,
Poonac, Fresh Nuts, Copra, Bristle and Twisted Fibres, the export
earnings also showed an improvement, except in the case of D.C.
and Mattress Fibre. Declining prices have posed a major problem
for the D.C. and Mattress Fibre Industry and therefore need a
closer examination and a constant review of international market
trends, Prices and a greater marketing effort during 1983”.

At page 2:
“CO CO NEWS HIGHLIGHTS

* 6%GROWTH IN COCONUT EXPORT
EARNINGS DURING 1982

* a creditable achievement in a year of
worldwide recession.

* All coconut products excepting Mattress
fibre increased in export volume registering
high volumes than in the previous
years—-Coconut Oil exports were 39,000 MT
and Desiccated Coconut 42,000 Tons, and
increase of 88% and 10% respectively. In the
Processed Product Sector export volumes
improved from 50% - 300% in different
products while export earnings also increased
by 50%. On the whole, the total export
earnings on all Coconut Products improved
by 6%

At page 3:

“The total coconut production in Sri
Lanka in 1982 was 2,510 Million nuts
which exceeded the estimated nut
production of 2,500 million nuts. At the
total nut production for 1981 was 2,268
Million nuts, the increase in production in
1982 was 11% over the previous year’s
coconut production”.

1083 @& 25
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Where coconut production is concerned, if it is
calculated from 1977, I think the increase is coming
very close to 40 per cent. So, I only hope that this
newspaper, if it did report it incorrectly, will give
prominence to this and report correctly that coconut
production has gone up. If a wrong statement was
made, I would like to tell this House that the statement
is wrong and I am giving the correct figures as regards
coconut production.

Thank you !

Suddn oy eng®uy, 1983

@@&QL@% &L ppatin, 1983
APPROPRIATION BILL, 1983

=ém wmedBE MOLEOW nom ACH ci—[yoBa $Sg 24].
[memannd: goumas B

Gl Cuand Hrrwds Quppes —[Csiéd : 24 wrs]
[susprusi souisdr stveow wSgsriser,]
Considered further in Committee.—[ Progress : 24th Marck]
[MR. SPEAKER in the Chair.]

BENSADS,

( glveui )

(The Chairman)

We will be considering the Votes under Head 185,
Minister of Janatha Estate Development. The vote will
be taken at 12 noon.

185 2 Alwu—Enm & wdI® g PsDLen

1 929 D WM —mPims B8ucma wm SHes REE Blava
amé&dimg Bue® &. 7,99,000

sy 185 —gersr QuerpCasrie. o Sdfms
Sy E Fii
Bespe&s Pl 1—CQurg Fowrsepd gre Qums Caurl
Laseflsr CuiburGit—~EanGouhes QFaey, esur 7,99,000
Heap 185—MINISTER OF JANATHA ESTATES DEVELOPMENT
Programme 1.—General Administration and Promotion

of State Plantations—Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 779,000

02, BLEMBLLD dum (T cd)
(B orb. Palgibuiri—pe gy )
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparem—Nallur)
I move,

“ That the Programme be reduced by Rs. 10/-. ”

I moved the cut in this Vote only because my
Colleagues are busy in a Conference with the District
Minister and the District Secretary of our District
Devlopment Council, in some other part of this House.
I do not claim to be an expert on this subject, but I
only want to repeat the plea that the hon. Member for
Mannar, (Mr. P. Soosaithasan) made when he moved
the cut in the Vote of the State Plantations Ministry
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and the Vote of the Ministry of Labour, that the
special allowance of Rs. 100 that was proposed by the
Hon. Minister of Finance, to be paid to all those who
are drawing an income below Rs. 1,000, be also paid to
the plantation sector. 1 believe that this plea has
already been made by many hon. Members of the
House and I want to reiterate the demand that the
plantation workers should also be given this Rs. 100.

& o 10.456

The Hon. Minister of Finance said in his Budget
Speech that for those workers who are covered by the
Wages Board, there would an automatic adjustment of
this Rs. 100 increase and that they would all get that
amount. But, apparently, there are hitches and the
Hon. Minister of Finance in his closing speech address
said, “ I have made the proposal, it is for the Minister
of Labour to put it into effect. ” I do not know how
long the Wages Board is going to sit, how long it will
take to make a decision, in regard to the payment of
this Rs. 100 to the plantation sector. You will recall
that even on earlier occasions when salary increases
were given to workers to meet the increase in the cost
of living, the plantation sector was probably the last to
get such increases. There were long delays and
ultimately when they got their increases it was at a
very much later stage. I only want to make this plea,
that while the Wages Board meets and makes its
decision that this Rs. 100 be paid to the workers as
early as possible, that after they make the decision, the
increase be made payable from 8th March or whatever
date the Government servants and others were paid.
That is one plea I want to urge on behalf of the
plantation workers.

I think when the hon. Member for Uddupiddi was
making this plea on the last occasion, the Deputy
Minister of Industries barged in and said, “ Why are
you interested ? Mr. Thondaman is there to look after
the plantation workers. ” Of course, Mr. Thondaman is
there and he is looking after the plantation workers
quite well. But I think it is the concern of everyone in
this House to look after the most affected, and the
poorest, of the working class in this country — the
plantation workers. Therefore, nobody can have any
objection when somebody raises his voice on behalf of
the poorest section of the people of this country.

There are also some monies provided in the
Estimates for the improvement of factories.
Undoubtedly, Sir, these factories have to be renovated
and brought up to form. I see that not much money has
been voted for the upgrading of labour housing. I think
everyone in this House knows about the most atrocious
conditions in which the plantation workers are living
on the estates. I do not say that overnight the housing
conditions of the plantation workers can be improved,
but certainly, stage by stage, an improvement can be
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brought about. I am only sorry that while a substantial
sum has been voted for improvements to the factories,
not much money has been voted for labour housing.

These are the two matters that I want to place
before the House. There are a number of other
matters, and 1 am sure that hon. Members from the
upcountry areas would raise them. I merely wanted to
initiate a discussion on the Vote by moving this cut
formally.

CSEeT duomB Oomm (gfmmadE)

(B espwar gQualsry —o s sarEama)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody—Attanagalla)
I do not know what really prompted the Hon. Minister
to speak about the “Island” when what it has reported
is a statement made by the hon. Member with regard
to production. I think he is quite right. The Hon.
Minister also has the right to come to this House and
then reply to it or disprove his statement. If what the
“Island” has reported is not something which has been
said here, then there is something wrong. If what he
has said has been reported correctly in the “Island”, I
suppose there is nothing wrong in it. Anyway, we
accept what the Hon. Minister says.

Now, we are very sorry about the JEDB and the
SPC being separated into two projects. We have now
only one Deputy Minister for both and I hope it will
remain like that, because then we can discuss these
matters with him. Further, I do not see that there is
any difference at all in the policy of these two
organisations. The policy is the same. It is a fact that
there has been a separation mainly because of various
historical factors, but the policy is almost the same. In
that there is not much of a
diference.—(Interruption). No, Sir I do not think you
can take them together because you get two sets of
officials. I am sorry about it. I wish it were so ; then it
would have been easier. But we will have to speak
about the SPC later on. We have to sort of separate the
SPC and the JEDB this time because you might
suddenly say “No; that matter belongs to the SPC”.
So, when it comes to the Debate we will have to be a
little painstaking in confining ourselves to either the
JEDB or the SPC.

Now, Sir, as you know, the main thrust of the
Government this year is production and export, If this
sector fails, then everthything will fail. If this sector
shows any signs of failing in time to come, then it is
obvious that another devaluation is coming. It may
come in July or it may come in August, but it is
obvious, and the only way to stop another devaluation
to stop the rising costs and rising prices, is to have
production. We have no other booster, I suppose, to
stop it. So, if tea prodution, rubber production and
coconut production, fail, then you might as well close
shop. Therefore, it is very vital to have a thorough
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knowledge not only of tea, rubber and coconut but also
of the working of every plantation right down to the
estate level to find out whether they are running at a
profit. In other words, you will have to find out the
profitability.

1 hope the Minister will let us know in his reply the
profitability of all the estates which are controlled by
the JEDB, for the year ending 31st December 1982,
because we know that these two organizations are now
being worked like in the old agency house days. I am
sure that these two gentlemen who are in charge of
them have worked in agency houses earlier. By now the
Minister may be having on his table the statement of
profitability of each region, the profitability of each

estate, and therefore I hope he will let us in this House'

know what estates are running at a loss and what
estates are running at a profit and the reason.
Therefore there is some dissection to be done and we
would like to have that information.

There is a lot of stolen teas in these areas. When you
give us a breakdown in respect of each estate, please
also give us the name of the superintendent, the tea
maker and the fatory watcher. Only these three are
necessary. Am I right, Deputy Minister ? Then we can
catch the rouges. There is no other method. Stolen teas
are going out of estates and therefore this is the only
way to find this out and not by going into details such
as how it is run, etc. We have two efficient officers at
the top who are competent enough to run these
organisations as agency houses. All that we require is
the name of the superintendent of the estate, the tea
maker’s name or the rubber maker’s name or the
coconut producer’s name and the watcher’s name,
because these are the three peole who can get together
and rob. No other person can rob. Sir, if you can give
us these details and make it public—what estates are
running at a profit and what are not running at a
profit — I would be grateful to you.

O8ES. 8. 8. Ewizned MM

(B Qery. 1F. 9. Bevrpruss)

(Mr. W. P. B. Dissanayake)

You have one more point to add : Rainfall.

Ty dwemmd oM
(Scn smpLoer muEGETY. )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Of course.

2382, 8. 8. s M

(B cQery. . 9. Gevrprués)

(Mr. W. P. B. Dissanayake)

Rainfall is very important. The superintendent may
be the best man we have, the factory man may be the
most trustworthy man, the watcher also may be the
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most trustworthy man, but if the field has not been
able to give a sufficient yield due to the weather
conditions, I do not think anybody can help.

CcTEOs Suemnd Qumy

(S esyrsr quablsry.)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I am talking of produce roberries.

23ED. 8. 8. winwd Do
(B Geryy. &. 8. Sowrpruss)
(Mr. W. P. B. Dissanayake)
Yes, I see.

B9z dwenE Qomy

(B eapwer susbsry )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I will come to production. Rainfall is one thing. The
second is fertilizer and whether you have really
fertilized the plants. This is one thing that should be
ensured. I notice from today’s statement that the
Minister is quite right. Ten minutes ago he said that
there may be a number of increases. That means,
rainfall again would not have ruined to such an
extent.—(Interruption). The Minister was talking of
coconuts now. We will take it up at the appropriate
stage.

WmEER odsH dunmm

(Bay aore. Capsg)

(Mr. Harold Herath)

No. I wanted to correct that publication.

CFE @y duemmE Qum,

(By wspwsr uatsry )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

If you look into these figures, Sir, there has been
only 1 per cent increase in tea and there has been a
slight decrease in rubber, if I am correct. What is the
production of tea in November 1982 ? According to
the latest Central Bank Bulletin namely, December.
“ There has been a marginal increase of only 1 per cent
in tea ”. So this is what rainfall has done ; in rubber
there is a 4 — 5 per cent decrease. In coconut, of course,
you have shown an increase of about 7 per cent. These
are the Central Bank figures. But anyway we will look
into that. That is why I say, let us have the profit and
loss account of all these estates and then we will know
whether the estates are running at a profit or a loss.

Secondly, Sir, have you kept to your replanting
programmes properly ? What are the estates that have
followed the replanting programme ? If you do not
replant at the rate of 2 per cent or if you do not replant
and do the infilling also at the proper time, your
production comes down. It holds good for tea, it holds
good for rubber.
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[oxf B8 duemd @om]
Sir, I cannot talk on coconut now, but I will do so at
the proper time.

We would like to know about the replanting
programmes, whether the replanting programmes have
kept their targets. I am not talking about the private
sector, I am talking about the Government sector. We
want to have a vibrant sector in order to prove to the
private sector that the Government sector can work
and therefore I would like you to let us know about it.

Thirdly, Sir, parts of estates that are running at a
loss or which cannot be run by the government, are to
be leased out to people under a company by the name
of Lanka Development Co. Ltd. We know there are
estates — I do not want to name them that are being
leased out to private companies, but we would like to
know the conditions of the lease. That is very
important. You could kindly let us have that
information in your reply in the evening as I will not be
here in the morning. I am sorry I have to rush back. I
am giving you time to consult your Ministry officials.
What are the conditions that you are going to lay down
when you lease these lands ? To my mind, this is very
important because you have to work out the profit and
loss. We would also like to know how many
applications have been received and, when these lands
are to be given out.

Apart from this, I have only one more comment to
make. I would like to have the accounts of the JEDB
coming under the regions of Attanagalla, Divulapitiya
and Puttalam. I am interested in the coconut
plantations and would like to see how these estates are
run. We want to help the Government to increase
production. Whether we are in power or you are in
power, if we do not arrest the fall in production of
these commodities at least now, we are going to have a
very difficult time.

Therefore, I would like the Hon. Minister to let us
have the regional accounts of the estates run by the
JEDB. I do not want the accounts of any other areas. I
want only those of Puttalam — which will be useful to
you also — Nattandiya, Divulapitiya and Attanagalla. I
mentioned these areas because we can concentrate on
them and find out the details regarding production,
Puttalam is-a good area for coconut, Divulapitiya is a
mediocre area and Attanagalla is a marginal area. Let
us sit down one day with the Hon. Minister and see
whether any improvements can be made. Therefore 1
hope the information will be made available to us
regarding productivity, profitability, the cost of
production, etc. All that is necessary. If it is running at
a profit we are happy. If it is running at a loss, watch
out. Anyway, I will make my comments on the SPC in
greater detail later,

©3Re®dmd
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8. . 10.30

Ousym Geadwy » Qomn (gdrnwm)

r.Q@ UFFSH L BT G — YT PGS ]

(Mzr. Wasantha Udayaratna—Aranayaka)

After our estates came under the purview of this
Government in 1977, some of them are really running
successfully. We know that after the estates were
nationalized by the previous Government, things were
not so, that most of our experienced planters had to get
out from the estates, they were driven out. We know
that sometimes drivers, photographers and peole of
that type who had the least experience in estate
management got into estates and they neglected and
thoroughly mismanaged the estates. Since 1977, the
present administrators did yeoman service in putting
the estates in order, before thinking of profit.”

We are glad, Sir, that the JEDB is working towards
the objective of progress and success. But I must say
with respect that there are still certain estates which
are not really doing well. 1 know that in the Kegalle
District, in my own district, there are certain estates
which are being run at a loss and there are some
estates; for example, Botale estate which is making
very good profits. So it is good if some sort of
Commission is appointed to go into these matters,
especially to explore why some of these estates are not
doing well and what should be done about it. If nothing
could be done to improve these estates, it is good that
we have thought of leasing out or selling some of the
estates which are not running profitably.

I must say that on the question of leasing out, we
must have a proper procedure. Whether leasing out or
selling, the land must be made available to the people
in the villages who could afford to buy a few acres. It
should not go totally to the rich people who really were
the landlords before the estates were taken over. I
know that even in my own electorate, in my own
district, there are middle-class people who have retired
from Government Service who have a little money and
who could afford to buy small extents of 10 to 25 acres.
With other assistance they can bring back these lands
to be productive. So I suggest, Sir, that the present
company Getn %) 0@ that has been formed
think very seriously of leasing out the estates to these
people. They must think more of the smaller man.

Then, Sir, I must also comment about estate roads.
Most of the estate roads which were in very good
condition are in a very bad state today. I have a big
burden in my electorate. There is a road which runs
from Aranayake to Bothaluoya. This road was in very
good condition once. After 1971 it went to rack and
ruin. After 1977 I have spent more than five lakhs on
this road. I must say with respect that this road is used
by the estate mostly to transport the produce of the
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estate. I have made very many attempts to get some
funds to build this road. I personally interviewed the
chairman of the area, I have written a number of
letters but I regret to say, Sir, up to now I have not got
even a cent. This time I have spent about three lakhs
from the decentralized budget. I have told the estate
authorities, and I have written a letter saying if they
do use this road I have no alternative but to cut a
trench across the road, to stop their vehicles plying on
my road. Therefore, Sir, I humbly request that the
JEDB also must come to my assistance. They must
help me in some way to maintain this road, at least to
build this road which is used mostly by the estate. If
they do not use this road they will have to go a distance
of 10 or 20 miles more whereby they will have to incur
additional expenses on fuel. It is good if they seriously
think about this road and help me to maintain it.

Then, I must say a word or two about the
relationship that they are building with the villagers,
since 1977. I must say, that unlike during the imperial
days there is better understanding between the
villagers and the estate managemnt. [ know in my own
electorate quite a number of villagers have got
employment in the estates which was an exclusive
preserve for the Tamil labourers. Today it is not so.
The estates have come to our assistance. Therefore, it
is our duty as Members of Parliament of the areas to
give all assistance to the Janatha Estate Development
Board and the others to see that these estates are run
profitably and efficiently.

I know that some of the estates are managed
extremely well. At the same time, I must also say a
word about the intake of workers to the staff. If there
could be some liaison with the Member of Parliament
for the area in the case of recruiting people to the
estates — workers for the factories, offices and even
Sinna Dorais —it would be very good. I do not know
how they recruit people to these categories. I know
that 1 have not been able to put a single Sinna Dorai
into one of these estates. I know too that there is a
training scheme for them but I would request that a
chance be given to the village boy too because he may
be able to throw in his lot during the training.

In my electorate there were factories owned by
smallholders but now all the machinery have been
removed from two of the factories and only one
remains at present. The smallholder finds it difficult to
sell his green leaf. If the JEDB can evolve some scheme
where they could collect green leaf, it would be of
great help to the small man who produces a little tea.
The difficulty is that the roads are bad and some
system of transport is necessary.
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Finally, I find it extremely difficult to get a good
pound of tea anywhere. The JEDB has its Janatha tea.
I met the Chairman of the JEDB a couple of weeks ago
and 1 was told how Janatha tea is put on to the
market. This is done mostly through the co-operative
system. I must say that during the last few months not
an ounce of Janatha tea was available in any of our
shops. Janatha tea is very tasty and is very popular
with the people because it is not adulterated like the
other teas that are available in boutiques. The JEDB
has to come in in a big way. They must supply more tea
to the people, with the brands they want. I was paying
about 17.50 for a kilo of tea and the Chairman of the
JEDB said that I was paying more than I should pay.
It is important that there should be a price tag on
packets of tea. I suggest that this be done so that we
will not make a mistake when we pay for our tea. The
only grievance I have is that good tea is not available
to the people of our country.

Sir, I wish to say something about our tea market
abroad. When I was in the States, T went into a chain
store and I was very anxious to find out whether our
tea was available for sale. Unfortunately, I did not find
tea “ made in Ceylon ” for sale. All that was available
was tea made by Liptons and other firms, It is very
strange to state this, Sir. If the JEDB can explore all
possible avenues to break into these foreign markets
directly to sell its own tea, it might be able to do much
more business than these firms who are engaged in this
business. 1 know, even in the States, unlike on the
Continent, the tea drinking habit is getting well
established. They were once drinking more coffee, but
now the tea drinking habit is getting into them.

Sir, I came across some people from our country who
buy various brands of tea — not only from our country,
but also from other countries — blend them, tag a name
and sell it as “ Ceylon tea ” in the market. The tea so
sold as our tea, is not really our tea. It does not have
the flavour of our tea. Therefore, it is good and
advisable, if the JEDB could have a sales department
which could explore the possibility of selling its tea to
the foreign market. I do not know whether they have
anything like that at the moment. If they can sell very
good unadulterated tea to the foreign market under its
name, it is one way whereby we can not only popularise
our tea but also give a good cup of Ceylon flavoured
tea to the person who really likes it.

Sir, I do not wish to take much more time because
other hon. Members are also anxious to speak. I only
wish the JEDB and others concerned all the best in the
coming years, and also at the same time request them
to improve and develop the tea industry of this
country.
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mS R
( #0vauit)
(The Chairman)

Gl

@5y e cBmNGD Som (emny @ed)

(Bm aris sovpriiés—asT i)

(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake—Kotmale)

@& emeRnEs, 38 ImER el
2ne—

oz e®

SR

(sta)

(The Chairman)

Order please! I recognized the hon.
Minister for Matara.,

District

GoEy ¢ gtamhe Q-

(B Hops spruss)

{(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)

Then may I speak after him. Sir ?

BN

(sa)

(The Chairman)

Yes.

oy, goRBBP Txv (Sand Em
n®RY oD € HIBPD)

(B Cs. oCudiérw—uwrsgsmp wrel L. jenisdF D

B v

uS® apiburpCeri L wra Yenind &F(THLD )
(Mr. K. Abeywickrema—Distriet Minister, Matara
and Acting District Minister, Hambantota)

Mr. Chairman, I am very happy that everybody
seems to be so cncerned about the plantation industries
at the moment. I think we are enjoying a very good

period, especially for tea. We are getting very good |

prices, particularly after the haphazard take-over of
the estates before 1977. We are, I think, on the right
path with regard to our plantation industries and their
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management. I would like, Sir, briefly, to submit some
important points with regard to the work of this
important Ministry.

Some Oppposition Members spoke about labour
facilities. In the past, I think, the corporations did not
have the funds to improve labour facilities on estates.
They had, on one hand, to find the capital expenditure
for putting up labour line rooms, or cottages as they do
now, and on the other hand they had to improve the
estates, improve the factories, undertake replanting
and for all that they had to have a lot of money.
However, at the moment, as we are obtaining good
prices, I think they are able to undertake a fair amount
of development projects.

Further, the plantation industry has been given a
very high place. I think it has been brought in line with
the Mahaweli. I think that is the correct attitude. For
over 100 years we have been depending on the
plantation industries —tea, rubber and coconut —but
they did not get their rightful place. Although we were
getting incomes, very little went back into the land. Of
late everybody has realized that this industry must be
given its due place. I think World Bank aid is being
considered for both the JEDB and the SPC. I am sure
that in the next few years as planned the two bodies
will be able to develop the factories, develop the
facilities for labour, undertake replanting, and also, as
my good Friend the District Minister for Kandy
mentioned, undertake reforestation in most of the
estates.

I feel that reforestation can be done on a commercial
basis like any other plantation crop, I think that is a
very sound idea, because once the corporations
undertake this type of project, naturally the private
individuals will also follow. So I think undertaking
reforestation on a commercial basis will be a very
sound idea.

I am also quite happy that competent and able
people are managing these corporations and their
plantations of tea, rubber or coconut. However, I am a
little worried whether in the future we shall be in a
position to replace them. I think we will have to take
steps to get the right type of young people to replace
them when it is necessary to do so in the future. Some
of my hon. Colleagues mentioned names. I endorse
everything they said, but I think we have to be very
sure, if our plantation industry is to play an important
role — it has had a good past, it has a good present and
we are looking forward to the future —that we have
able men to take over and manage them in the future.
So I think His Excellency the President as well as the
hon. Deputy Minister and the heads of the
corporations will have to be thoughtful of the
managerial side for our future needs.
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[exd. ¢edB8mE Pwm]

Sir, reference was made to the lease of certain
estates. Personally I have no objections to that,
Whatever the corporations are unable to manage, I
think we must get the help of the private sector to
come in so that there will be fair competition.

Sir, by developming these eatates we might be able
to give employment to many and also increase
production. I do noi think it is possible to develop some
of these negelected areas unless they are handed over
to suitable people who would be able to get the fullest
backing from commercial banks et cetera to invest on
these neglected estates,

I would also like to say that since these are
Government corporations, we would have to change
our attitude with regard to the incentives and bonuses
that are given to the employees. It may be that the
incentives given to Superintendents, managers or
whoever they are must be more attractive. For
instance, the Hon. District Minister for Kandy
mentioned that some superintendents undertake other
professions which generate private incomes. This may
be due to the fact that they do not get a sufficient
income as corporation employees. So, it is very vital
that they be paid bonuses and incentives for their hard
work and for the income that they derive for these
estates. I as far as I can remember, all superintendents
get the same bonus whether they make a loss or a
profit. I do not think it is a very suitable arrangement.
They must be given incentives based on profits. You
can have a maximum slab, you can have—

8. o», 1.15

R nes

(Blasourt )

{The Chairman)

The hon. Member should windup now.

o, geHTHe Suwm

(8w Cs. 9Cudlldrie)

(Mr. K. Abeywickrama)

Let me have another two minutes, Sir.

titme R

(s&vaui )

(The Chairman)

You can have one minute more.

o, ¢eREDR dnwmy

(B Cs. oCudldrn)

(Mr, K. Abeywickrama)

They can come to a certain arrangement or some
sort of a scheme, but they definitely must have some
incentives scheme.

:38e®5 0
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Further I would like to mention that, as in the old
days, we must have turbine hydro-power tapped and
made use of in all possible areas.

I do not want to speak very much more on this
Ministry. However, we are very happy that of late the
production has been on the increase. I think, as far as I
could remember, in 1976, after 1960, we had the
lowest production figures in 16 years. But things have
changed since then and we are in the right direction,
and I hope that in the future, like the importance that
we have given to Mahaweli, the plantation industries
will also enjoy the same importance and priority and
that we will be able to develop them in the next few
years.

Thank you very much.

BB

(sBai)

(The Chairman)

Hon. Member for Kotmale. Only five minutes.

QY ¢ ctatham daoy
(B yoss povprués)

(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)
Even then I am happy about it.

GmuRp@

(svai )

(The Chairman)

I am recognizing you.

QMY & euBNED Dumm

(8@ gops sgwpruss)

(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)

It is very rarely that you recognize me, Sir.

LR

(soau )

(The Chairman)

I recognize you always.

CIDBY & BTN D

(B yops povprués)

(Mr, Ananda Dassanayake)

ol woedin?®s, L& B mden éxm gud
g Sl e ©f @SR Hu ccemm®
BOE, 1076 O et ® god ed e Beemn
Cem e BRewe, 1077 o op dw Sug Dene
Bae. 8 Sw deef exndm AP ¢oC Sw Mo
Eolmeds? cuxyesl g o). & Swede & ud
AT GE o@® S¥w woum emne amnds @B o
B¢ ocuRed SdmERe cmdin 89 BRwds
oplof

I am quoting a passage from an article in the
“Island ” of Friday 4th March 1983, under the
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heading “ A National Management Board ” written by
Bernard E. de Silva, Chairman & Managing
Consultant, Professional & Business Consultants :—

“The total production figure for the year 1982 is 187.8 million
kilos of Made Tea including small holdings. The peak year in 1965
registered a figure of 229.5 kilos. This means that there has been an
average drop of 2 million kilos of Made Tea per annum during the
last 28 years, registering a drop of 47.7 million kilos of tea, or 18.16
per cent drop from 1962 to 1982. The Made Tea production figure
in 1975 (the year of full nationalisation) was 213.6 million kilos.”

That is in the year of nationalisation 1976.

“In the year 1977, the year in which the present management of
the JEDB and SPC took over the plantations, a fairly satisfactory
figure of 208.5 million kilos was registered but dropped to 187.8
kilograms in 1982,”

That has dropped —

e HBodouw
(s gsai ooar)
(A Member)

He is on the national production. We are discussing
the JEDB.

G5y & cham S

(Bw Hvps swpruss)

(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)

Whatever it is, I will come to that. What I mean is,
there are two organizations. That is, the SPC and the

JEDB. I am speaking generally with regard to the

plantation industry.

@Y HOlewy

(B gganr cxmeur)

{A Member)

The plantation industry Vote was taken up two or
three days ago.

WmECE D o dyy @wwn

(@ gpréc Conrg)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

That Vote was taken up two or three days ago.

GIOE ¢ cwNED Swnm

(B0 gops sovpruss)

(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)

That is true. Why are you getting annoyed ?

WMEED el Bumm

(B goro Canrs)

{Mr. Harold Herat)

No. 1 am not getting annoyed.

GIDBY ¢ cwmnam Swmm

(B SYTpE FVprLIEs)

(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)

These are true figures. No. You are praising and
telling the house that you have improved.

3— A 69615 (83/03)
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SwmuHe

(seur )

(The Chairman)

Now you are losing your time.

emsYe curmem dwm

(Bm. ops SNWETLES )

(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)

I am sorry. I will come to the subject. That shows
the number of kilograms in 1982.

“ Registering a decline of 25.8 million kilos of Made Tea since
1977. This figure, based on the average Export Colombo FOB price
is approximately a loss of Rs. 877 million. Despite boom years
experienced since nationalisation, a drop of 32 per cent on total
export earnings is another indication of the poor performance of the
tea industry, with 70 per cent of the tea hectorage being under the
present management of the JEDB and 5PC.

There is no recorded drop in the extent of tea under cultivation
during the last decade from 241,962 hectares in 1972 and 244,918
hectares in 1981 and an average of approximately 2,000 hectares
have been replanted annually from 1972 to 1982, while the
replanted tea extent in 1972 increased from 21,596 hectares to
38,682 hectares in 1981.”

S cuxlm® o’ nO Brn OB g od
67,000 = =@em g@meisy Don Wme. 8 Burlem
e Do ©eg e DeC. Son B 9 5d aemm
O 246 BCx 80 1077 g@&dee ge 1082 g3
bGee 25 B BEwmemn Bwwd 25 Hrd aoa
Hewxd, &8s &2 ¢ cFe 877 o wy 8
Hede. ® g8 ¥ am HBemmdsld ged
BIR cPmE osglcEr’eg SBomsixd 83
Re-think, re-plan and reconstruct. & 58 =85 0
Sfeamem. 0 SCOIR ®AdD. W i cIWE.
DY o5y 6td O ed cDmEn,

I am telling that whatever the Ministry, they must
re-think, re-plan and reconstruct how to develop the
tea industry in our country.

SmERDND,
( m&vauit )
(The Chairman)

The Minister will take up the suggestion.

edpem oWl o Pa (POESEu & ;P
98s)

(Qeae Crapsr Caprp—ZaCrelu wrac _gyenns
&I )

(Miss Renuka Herath—District Minister,
Eliya)

@& BNSRYDH, Lmdmn O 808U VHWDEWD
e Sodds DEG 506 DD gz encws Sy Ak
2 »PdEn Efwed SHeamEn DEE
i me 965750 D ememn®c BuE axd
ey el @d 8 Hnd Bewlds OB
cved auw gulmon @O cuecd eedm
eeuld C o ®ed od O7H® LwmdE »d
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These permanent plantations, Mr. Chairman, have
no irrigation facilities and are largely dependent on the
natural weather conditions that prevail. We find that
right round the years the production of tea and rubber
has increased under the management of the J.E.D.B.
Of late we have decentralised the management. We
have Regional Boards, Regional Chairmen, Regional
Directors, Area Superintendents, Superintendents,
Assistant Superintendents, Supervisors, Field
Supervisors. And I am happy that most of the hon.
Members of this House, who represent electorates
where there are plantations managed by the J.E.D.B.,
are satisfied and happy, except, of course, for my good
friend the hon. Member for Polgahawela (Mr. Sunil
Ranjan Jayakody). He is having problems. We would
try to sort them out, if possible.

& o 1145

I would especially like to mention, Mr. Chairman,
the benefits granted to estate workers in recent years,
because earlier the plantations were company
managed—foreign companies, private companies,
owned by them and managed by agency houses—and
the primary motive was profit. They were commercial
ventures. But with the nationalisation of estates they
became public Corporations, and since His
Excellency’s Government came into power our motive

as not merely been profit making. We have tried to
gear this Corporation and the other Corporation which
will come up for discussion in the evening to suit the
socio-economic pattern and the people of the country.

With this in view, I find that His Excellency has
taken a very keen interest in the estate worker, The
worker population on these State Corporations are
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about 500,000—people who have worked on these
estates for generations and given their best to the
national economy of this land, and laboured on these
lands. I think His Excellency’s views are correct and I
would like to state some of the benefits these workers
have derived. In 1977 a male worker on a tea estate
was paid Rs. 6.49, and in January 1983, it rose to Rs.
16.48. A female worker was paid Rs. 4.95, in 1983 it
rose to Rs. 13.77. It was a 200 per cent wage increase.
From 1977 to 1982 we find that the estate workers
have received a 200 per cent wage hike. Then the
bonus paid to these people goes into millions. In 1977
Rs. 16.8 million, 1978 Rs. 36 million, 1979 Rs. 52
million, 1980 Rs. 56 million, 1981 Rs. 55 million.

Holiday pay: In 1977 Rs. 11.7 million, 1978 Rs.
24.4 million, 1979 Rs. 31.3 million, 1980 Rs. 36.2
million, 1981 Rs. 34.9 million. Festival Advance for
workers : the amount was raised from Rs. 150 to Rs.
300. Houses built : 1,604 twin cottages. New creches :
50in 1972, in 1980 102. Then we have upgraded these
under the International Development Association.
These are foreign aided projects. In
Dickoya-Maskeliya rs. 30.4 million for the
construction of 1,450 twin cottages for workers.
Project 2: Hatton, Lindula-5.8 million for
construction of 345 twin quarters for workers ; Under
the Asian Development Bank-—Badulla region: 47.5
million for the construction of 845 twin quarters for
workers ; The Asian Development Bank, Badulla
region—32.1 million for the construction of barrack
type lines into 2,575 twin quarters.

The National Development Association, Tea
Rehabilitation and Development Project spread over
1982-1989. There will be in these regions
Nawalapitiya, Kotagala, Ginigathene, Aggrapattu,
Lindulla and Kandy, an amount of nearly Rs. 700
million spent on houses and the permanent cultivation
for their rehabilitation—that is under the Foreign
Funded Project. With regard to the tea and rubber
industries, where the Board is concerned, we are
grateful to the Hon. Minister of Finance for having
increased the taxable point for ad valorem duty for tea
from Rs. 22 to Rs. 26 per kilogramme and for
increasing the subsidy for replanting and
under-planting for tea and rubber, and also reducing
the duty on rubber by Re. 1 per kilogramme. The
private and State sectors should take the ultimate
benefit out of this tax concession, We find in modern
times the advent of new industries, new ventures to
promote foreign exchange for our country, but we with
all these new ventures we find that more than 50 per
cent of the foreign exchange generated for our country,
yet comes from tea, rubber and coconut. Realising
this, the State Corporation, the JEDB has geared itself
to increase production and to see to the welfare of the
work force, and we find that we have achieved a fair
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amount of success in promoting the largest amount of
foreign exchange from the export of tea to the
Government.

We find, Sir, the amount of foreign exchange
earnings for our country by the export of tea and
rubber has increased three-fold. The foreign exchange
we have derived in 1976 from tea was only Rs. 2,099
million in 1970 ; in 1981, we find the foreign exchange
earned from tea exports amounted to Rs. 6,444
million ; foreign exchange earned from the export of
rubber in 1976 was only Rs. 889 million ; by 1981 this
Government derived Rs. 2,895 million.

In export duty in 1976 tea gave only Rs. 166
million ; in 1981 it rose to Rs. 1,878 million ; rubber
gave Rs. 197 million ; and it rose in 1981 to Rs. 1,482
million. From this we find that yet our national
economy largely depends on the performance of tea
and rubber nationally. But we find that stimulation is
needed, I think the private sector which handles 72 per
cent of the rubber acreage in Sri Lanka and 50 per
cent of the tea acreage need immediate stimulation,
because the national production per hectare of tea on
the State-owned land is about double what the private
sector derives. The Private sector only derives about 60
per cent of what the State-owned land derives per
hectare in tea and rubber. The working profit from all
the JEDB estates for the year 1980 was Rs. 97.7
million ; in 1981 it was Rs. 43.3 million, and in 1982
we anticipated a working profit of Rs. 144.8 million.

We have incurred capital expenditure on machinery,
on modernization of factories, and with foreign aid, I
think, in the future we are going to modernize a large
number of factories covering practically all the regions
which have tea and rubber.

Replanting and under-planting have progressed very
satisfactorily. In tea, in 1981 alone, the extent
replanted was 895 hectares; in rubber it was 1,393
hectares and in coconut it was 620 hectares.

We have also gone into diversification of crops. We
have planted on the estates cloves, cardamom and
cinnamon and then we are also reforesting these areas
for fuel wood. I think this is going to take about 1,250
hectares and 1,400 hectares. We have also introduced
inland fisheries in some of the estates. It has helped us
in great measure to improve the nutrition condition of
the worker population. They have taken to fish
farming.

There are large number if foreign aided projects.

Then we have extended medical facilities. The only
connection we had in the past with our dispensaries
and estate hospitals was to convey the sick estate worker
or the injured labourer by lorry, Today we are equipped
with a fleet of 14 ambulances placed in central estates from
where the estate worker will be transferred to the district
hospital and government institutions by ambulance. We
have also given welfare facilities to most of our estate
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[=éE B .eefdn’ @Bwmy]
workers by providing them with better schools. we have
provided them with television. Most of the estates are
being provided with television sets so that the estate
workers may feel that they also belong to the main stream
of the population of this country.

We have also given the benefit of scholarships for
university education to the children of plantation workers.
In 1982 five students were awarded scholarships for the
entire duration of their university career of four years.
The awarding of scholarships to the children of plantation
workers is going to be a regular feature,

From all that I have stated, Mr. Chairman, you will
note that the JEDB, since His Excellency brought it under
his guidance, direction and his wise advice, is moving in
the correct direction not only in improving the main
plantation crops, but the standard of the work force in
all those estates. At the same time we are trying to get the
maximum benefit in income in the form of foreign
exchange, and in the form of tax concessions for the
various projects that this Government has planned for the
future.

Before 1 conclude, I must thank the Chairman, the
Secretary and Directors of this Board, the Chairman of the
Regional Boards, their Directors, the entire staff and
especially the work force on all these plantations for
carrying on their day to day work on all these estates in
spite of difficulties.

I fully appreciate a number of points brought forward
by some hon. Members with regard to the living conditions
of workers which in some cases are yet below par, and need
improvement. I think before long we would be able to
satisfy the work force to a great extent.

I also wish to make mention at this stage that we have
two very powerful trade unions where workers are
concerned, That is the Ceylon Workers Congress and the
LJEU, Lanka Jathika Estate Workers Union), one headed
by Mr Thondaman and the other by Mr, Gamini
Dissanayake. We had full co-operation from these trade
union. I think they have had discussions with His
Excellency the President and have sorted out the problems
of the workers. They have always tried to get the best
possible from the Janatha Development Board as regards
wages, facilities, leave and so on, whenever they discussed
these matters. We find that we can always come to a
compromise with them. And if the work force of our
plantations are disciplined today, I think much credit
should go to these two trade unions.
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(The Chairman)

Are you concluding now ?
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(Bay anréc. Caprd)

(Mr, Harold Herat)

Yes. These trade union leaders along with the other
officials like Mr. Sellasamy have given the fullest co-
operation in solving various matters which have arisen
from time to time with this very large work force.

In conclusion, Sir I think that the JEDB has put its
development policies on a correct footing, and with the
co-operation of the officials and the work force, before
long the plantation sector of this country, especially
the state sector which was lagging behind for years under
the management of the previous regime could increase
production to what this country expects and give its full
co-operation, the necessary funds and the finances for the
development programmes that our country has planned for
the years to come.
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 799,000, for Head 185,

Programme 1. Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in
the Schedule” put and agreed to.

Head 185, Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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34,48,50,000
HEAD 185 —MINISTER OF JANATHA ESTATES DEVELOPMENT

Programme 1.—General Administration and Promotion
of State Plantations—Capital Expenditure,
Rs. 344,850,000
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 344,850,000, for Head

185, Programme 1, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in
the Schedule ” put and agreed to.

Head 185, Programme 1, Capital Expenditure, ordered
to stand part of the Schedule,
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(sBaui)

(The Chairman)

Order, please ! The sitting is suspended till 2.00 p.m.
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Sitting accordingly suspended till 2 p.m. and then
resumed, MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER (MR. NORMAN
WAIDYRATNA) in the Chair.

oU  FUTHTWST

0P, B2EmPusP o (HE cd)

(B erib, B gibirib—peayi)

(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam—Nallur)

Mr. Chairman, the situation in the campuses of the
Universities of Sri Jayewardenepura and Colombo
cannot but cause concern to all those who are
interested in higher education in this country. The hon.
Leader of the Opposition and I raised this matter some
time ago on the Adjournment and there was a long
reply by the hon. Deputy Minister of Higher
Education and also by the Hon. Minister of Education,

Now, Sir, I wish, at the very outset, to say something
which was said then and is worth repeating today,
namely that wielding the big stick where student
unrest is concerned is always counterproductive.
Students resent that type of treatment. After all, they
are the cream of the intelligentsia of this country.
They do not like, when they put forward what they
consider reasonable demands, the reply to be in the
form of threats — that their bank loans would be*cut
off, that they would be suspended and new students
recruited, and so on.

Sir, the hon. Deputy Minister on the last occasion in
the course of his long reply said that the President of
the Student Council of Sri Jayewardenepura was
working as a security officer in a bank, and since there
is no provision for a student to seek employment he
was expelled from the university and one of the
demands that these students had put forward was that
he should be taken back. Since the reply of the hon.
Deputy Minister appeared in the newspapers, the
President of the Inter-University Students
Federation = whether this federation is a recognized
body or not I do not know, but he certainly a
representative of the students of all these
universities — has written a letter to the hon. Leader of
the Opposition, the contents of which he has asked me
to read in this House, wherein he states categorically
that the president of the Sri Jayewardenepura student
council is not working in any bank as a security officer.
They are taking up the categorical position that that
statement is not a correct.
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He is a member of the student council.

02 BOEMRui® @wmm

(85 orih. Sa@sbur)

(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)

Now the hon. Deputy Minister says that he is a
member of the student council and not the president.
In the statement made by the hon. Deputy Minister on
the last occasion he spoke of the president of the
student council being employed in the bank.
Apparently there is some misunderstanding on that
score. But, whatever it is, it now looks as if it is not the
president of the student council but some other
member who was working there. Anyway, I want to
correct that, and 1 am glad that the hon. Deputy
Minister has also agreed that the president of the
Student council is not working anywhere, and
therefore that is not one of the demands involved.

Sir, the presence of the police on any campus has
been a source of irritation not today, not yesterday, but
from the days that we know of university life. All
university students have resented the police being
present at the campus. It is provocative, it leads to
trouble. And I am surprised that the Government has
accepted as gospel truth all that the police have said in
connection with the dispute with the students, whether
it be the discovery of some iron rods or whatever the
other matters that have been referred to by the police.
Surely, Sir, the police are not angels who only speak
the truth, and the students a set of people who should
not be belieived or whose version of the matter should
not be accepted.

After the discussion we had on the last day there had
been a further clash between the police and the
students. Some students had been injured. I believe
one or two police officers also had been injured. The
situation today is as tense as it was when we first
raised this matter.

His Excellency the President has a reputation of
being able to solve matters of this nature round the
negotiating table. He is a person who has a reputation
of taking quick decisions. Therefore I do not know why
His Excellency has not thought it fit — when the
students had been on strike and boycotting lectures
and there have been these clashes so often —to call the
students and have a conference, a dialogue, with them
and see whether some of the problems cannot be
straightened out.

Now, Sir, on the question of free education, as the
hon. Leader of the Opposition said on the last
occasion, they have a genuine fear that step by step
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students who are able to pay are being given the
opportunity for higher education. Therefore there were
genuine fears, at the rate that things were going, that
there is going to be a whittling down of the benefits of

free education. It is in that context that they have -

started this protest.

So, even now I urge the Government not to wield the
big stick as far as the students are concerned because
that can never solve any problems, particularly the
problems of university students, and to see whether
some sort of amicable settlement cannot be brought
about with regard to the problems that are now facing
the students of these three universities.

Mr. Chairman, this brings us also to the question
whether the Government thinks that the university
students should not take part in politics. After all, Sir,
many of us in this country cut our political teeth in the
universities. It was in the union society and so on that
we learnt our politics, we started our politics. That has
been there all along. Apparently now the Government
feels that the university students should not take part
in politics.

I want to bring to the notice of the hon. Deputy
Minister the case of a young student called Lalith
Abeysinghe. I had asked a Question on the Floor of
this House nearly six months ago about this student.
An answer was not given. Month after month time was
asked. Even this morning the Question came up. I was
hoping, Sir, that the Answer would be given so that I
could speak on it. As far as I can see, Mr. Lalith
Abeysinghe was a student of the university doing his
science. In 1978, when the new Constitution was
promulgated, apparently he took part in some
demonstration against the new Constitution. Lots of
other people also had taken part in it. The police
arrested him and kept him in custody for about two
weeks. No charge was framed aginst him. Then he was
released. When he came out and went to the university
he was told that he had been suspended from his
studies.

The matter was taken to court and unltimately he
was allowed to sit for the examination in August 1978.
The results were out in February 1979, and this young
man’s name was not in the pass list, He had gone to the
vice-chancellor and asked him what happened. He had
said : “ You have passed the examination, but we are
not going to give you the certificate unless you
apologize for what you did in May 1978.,”

Now, Mr. Speaker, a young man surely has a right
to take part in politics. If he goes to a demonstration
along with a number of other people — supposed to be
an illegitimate demonstration but he thought it was
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right — and for that reason if he is to be denied the
degree certificate after he has been successful in the
examination, surely that is something that we should
all deplere. I ask the Question on the Floor of this
House whether he has got through his degree
examination so that I could have with certainty said
that he has got through. The young man’s letters to me
and to the vice-chancellor are here in which he states
that the vice-chancellor categorically told him that he
has got through but that he cannot be given the
certificate.

Now, Sir, to punish the young man for the rest of his
life under these circumstances is a matter that we
should all deplore, and therefore I do ask the hon.
Deputy Minister to look into this question.
(Interruption.) How many of us would have been
denied our certificates and so on if that is reason
enough to refuse this degree certificate ?

So, I do ask th hon. Deputy Minister to look into this
question and see that justice is done to this young man.

But what I am asking is a general question. Why
should university students not take part in politics,
whether it be party politics or any other politics ?
Surely they have a right to take part in politics, to state
their views, to give their support, whatever support
they can give, without of course breaking the rules of
the university, without hindering their studies in any
marked manner. Afterall you have given the right to
vote to people who are above 18 years. Most university
students are above 18. Why should they not take an
interest in politics ? Surely university is not a mere
degree factory ? It is a place where the students should
also equip themselves for the life that they are hoping
to lead after they leave the university.

I do say that the hon. Deputy Minister should look
into this question.

The other matter is this. Admission to the
Engineering Faculty up to now has been on merit,
determined in this way. Those who got the highest
marks were put into Group 1 at the Peradeniya and
Moratuwa Universities. Those who scored the next
highest marks were admitted to Group 2 in the
Moratuwa University. Those who came thereafter
were admitted for architecture, physical sciences and
so on.

In the past so many years when there were vacancies
which occurred either in Group 1 or Group 2, those
vacancies were filled from the next group. If there
were vacancies in Group 2, students who qualified or
who came next in Group 2 were given places in Group
1. Similarly, those who came highest in architecture or
physical sciences were given a place if vacancies
occurred in Group 2.
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But this year, although there are vacancies in Group
1 and Group 2 the university admitting authorities for
some reason had decided not to fill these vacancies.
They say that it is inconvenient. If a student who is
doing architecture or physical science has got a chance
to do engineering, should administrative inconvenience
prevent that boy from going into Group 2 and doing his
engineering or into Group 1 and doing his
engineering ? Therefore, where such vacancies still
occur and are still there, I ask the university
authorities that they do fill those vacancies as they
have done in the past.

q. 0. 245

Now, Sir, coming to the Jaffna University, I think
the hon. Deputy Minister will concede that is one of
the universities where you had almost a ready-made
building. You did not have to start from scratch and
spend money to put up buildings and so on. The
Ramanathan Trust, Parameshwara college,
Ramanathan College and the Musical Academy were
all there when you took over and it became the
Campus first and the University later on. But, some of
these buildings are in a hopeless state of disrepair ; you
do not know when the library building is going to
collapse. The new building for the Medical Faculty has
come up halfway and stopped. Facilities for students
for recreation for their leisure hours are absolutely nil
in the Jaffna University.

You have given only a paltry sum of Rs. 16 million
this year for the building programme in the Jaffna
University. That will not even complete the second
stage of the Medical Block. It will merely give one or
two more additional laboratories- in the Science
Faculty. Surely, Sir, where you have had the
advantage of having a ready-made University, why
cannot money be spent fairly and liberally, so that the
Jaffna University can be brought up to the standard of
what a University should be.

Then, Sir, the question for a hostel ; even girls do not
have hostel facilities in the Jaffna University. During
the recent troubles, when some students were arrested
and people were protesting and so on, the house owners
were reluctant to admit University students and they
had to go through terrible hardships to find
accommodation. So, I think the building programme
for the Jaffna University is a very urgent matter and
the University authorities should give top priority to
that.

The University must make its decision as to where
they are going to have the other Faculties-where they
are going to have the Engineering Faculty, where they
are going to have the Agricultural Faculty. We have
always pressed that these two Faculties should be in
Kilinochchi-not in the Thirunelvely Campus but in
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Kilinochchi where land is freely available. Buildings
can be put up there and you can have any amount of
land for the Engineering Faculty and the Agricultural
Faculty. T say that a decision should be made early,
because I know there are some squatters who are
starting to illegally squat on this land which had been
ear-marke for many years for the University ; it is very
ideal site opposite the Kilinochchi Railway
Stations—between the Railway Station and the public
road. Now, because you are delaying the decision with
regard to any further development of the Jaffna
University, people are starting to squat on those lands.
Therefore, I want the University authorities to make
an early decision and thereafter to secure the land for
the Jaffna University.

The same problems prevails in the Batticaloa
University. The land has been earmarked acquisition
proceedings have been started, but apparently because
compensation has not been paid, people are still living
on those lands and the lands have not been taken over.
So, these are the two matters that the University
authorities should look into early. These matters
regarding land could be easily settled.

Now, Sir, the White Paper on Education had given a
very prominent place to technical education. I think
the whole basis of the White Paper—the new proposals
on education—is that a large segment of the student
population is moving into technical education at a
certain stage of the secondary school education. But
what are you doing about technical education ? Are
there any buildings ? I think you have got some
provision for a teaching school for technical education,
so that you can train teachers for technical education.
But, apart from that, how much money are you
spending on technical education ? If you want to put
the White Paper proposals into practice, surely, a
greater amount of attention should be given to
technical education.

Sir, we have a polytechnic in Jaffna—the Junior
Technical College—which is really an apology for a
polytechnic. One of the popular courses in the
polytechnic is Shorthand and Typewriting. But if they
see those typewriters, students will not learn, they will
forget typing. Ancient typewriters which have all gone
out of use are the typewriters you find in the
Polytechnic. The Member is inadequate, the machines
are old, and there is no prospect of either their being
replaced or new ones being bought. therefore, I do ask
that as far as technical education is concerned, the
only polytechnic instituton in the North, the Jaffna

Polytechnic, which also happens to be in my electorate,
should be up-graded and all facilities provided so that
a full and useful technical education could be given to
the students of that area.
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I have nothing else to say, Sir, except once again to
stress on the University authorities and the Deputy
Minister that the situation in the campuses should be
brought to an amicable settlement. You may be able to
compel the students to go back, but if you do so, you
will not earn their goodwill. The area of confrontation
and the area of dispute will continue unless you bring
about an amicable settlement with the students and
resolve some of their problems that have been raised.
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(Mr. R, Sampanthan—Trincomalee)

Much has been said by the hon. Member for Nallur
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam) and the hon. Member for
Kalawana (Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama) about the
present student unrest in the Universities in this
country, what has caused such unrest and what they
thought perhaps are wrong attitudes in regard to this
situation. I will not commence my speech in reference
to that, Sir ; I would like to refer to a few other matters
before 1 speak very briefly in regard to that.

I have made an appeal, Sir, on the Floor of this
House even in the past that a full-fledged technical
college in Trincomalee has become a matter of great
urgency. There is currently taking place in
Trincomalee considerable development activity. New
industries are being opened up. We have seen in the
papers recently that the Government is thinking in
terms of the development of the Trincomalee Port in a
big way. But it is sad that though there are technical
colleges in many parts of this country, in much less
important places, there is no technical college at all in
the district of Trincomalee up to date, I made a request
that one be established in the year 1982. It was not
done. I believe there was a proposal to start a technical
college in Trincomalee in 1982, but for some reason
the matter was not pursued. I want to make a very
strong appeal to the Government to take action to
commence the establishment of a technical college in
Trincomalee. It has to be in the Trincomalee town in
view of its proximity to the port of Trincomalee. I
would very strongly urge that action in regard to this
matter be taken in 1983. For my part, I am prepared to

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



773

[ w@uxicxd oow]
extend to the Government my fullest co-operation in
regard -to the establishment of this technical college,
assist them in every possible way. I think I need not say
anything more regarding the necessity for this
institution in Trincomalee. I think it is beyond
question.

For some reason, the Government has not been able
to fulfil its expectations in regard to this matter in the
past. I do not think this can be delayed any longer. It
has become a matter of great urgency, I would say, in
the context of the development activities taking place
in Trincomalee. After all, the youth in Trincomalee
have got to be equipped to be able to fulfil the
requirements of such development activity in
Trincomalee, and without the existence of a technical
college where there can be technical education in
several fields, the youth in Trincomalee would be
deprived of the opportunity of fulfilling, meeting the
requirementsat would occur from time to time as a
result of such new development activities in
Trincomalee. Therefore, Sir, I have to urge that this
project be commenced for certain in the year 1983.

I want to thank the University Grants Commission
Sir, and the Government for the decision taken by
them some time last year to continue with the
backward district quota, the under-privileged district
quota, in respect of University admissions varying a
decision taken some time earlier that the
under-privileged district quota was to be done away
with. As at present, we are all awarhat 15 per cent of
the university admissions are going to the
under-privileged districts or the backward districts. I
had occasion to go for a conference to the University
Grants Commission Office in 1982 along with a
number of other Members of Parliament. I believe at
that time there was thinking on the part of the
Government that the under-privileged quota should be
done away with, but subsequent to our representations
that the backward district quota should be continued,
the Government has taken a decision to continue with
the backward district quota. And coming from an
under-privileged district in the field of education, on
my behalf and on behalf of several other backward
districts, I wish to convey our thanks to the
Government in regard to that matter. I am not for a
moment suggesting that merit should not be given due
recognition. That has never been my point of view. It
has always been my view that merit should be given
adequate recognition, but since certain districts have
been under-privileged in the matter of educational
facilities over a long period of time, the standard of
education in such districts is backward and students
from these districts cannot certainly be expected to
compete with students from privileged districts or
advanced districts on equal terms.
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I must say that the backward district quota to
students from backward districts has been a great
motivating factor in the improvement of the quality of
education in those districts. The fact that the students
are aware that by virtue of this quota they have a
chance of admisn to the university has induced them,
has encouraged them, to a greater effort ; schools have
been encouraged to prepare their students more
effectively for the G.C.E. (Advanced Level)
Examination, and we observe that these motivating
factors have resulted in students of better quality
gaining admission to the universities from
under-privileged districts. There is more and more
merit within the district itself and we no longer have a
situation, where students with just bare qualifications
or the bare number of marks are able to gain admission
to the universities. Within the district the students are
able to compete on the basis of merit and consequently
there is certaintly improvement in the quality of
students who enter universities.

I would urge the Government that the backward
district quota should be continued for a period of time
to enable students to be more and more encouraged in
the backward districts, to endeavour to gain admission
to the universities. And that would be a factor that
would certainly contribute towards the improvement of
the quality of education in the backward districts.

Coming to the question of student unrest, I do not
wish to talk about it at great length. Much has been
said by the two hon. Members who spoke before me. 1
am inclined to agree very strongly with the view of the
hon. Member for Nallur (Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)
that if the Government decides on a tough attitude, or
takes a hard stand, in relation to the students unrest
that such a course of action would be
counter-productive. Whether these students are of the
university or any other set of young people, we are
conscious of the fact that youths resent the big stick
being wielded, as the hon. Member for Nallur put it.
Whereever the Government has taken action which has
been provocative action, which has been harsh,
particularly in relation to youth, whether it be in the
university or outside, the youth who have suffered, who
have been penalised, who have been punished, have the
support and sympathy of their fellow youths,
irrespective of whether the youths have been penalised
or punished rightly or wrongly, and it is the tendency
on the part of our youth to sympathise with their
fellow youths who have been penalised. Therefore, I
think, the attitude of the Government, as is sought to
be made out, to take a very harsh decision like the
suspension of scholarships or their bank loans, or as
the hon. Member for Kalawana (Mr. Sarath
Muttetuwegama) referred to, the use of physical force
on students, should be discouraged and we should
make every effort to avoid such attitudes of coming
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into confrontation with the students in the universities
in this way. On the contrary, 1 think greater efforts
must be made to involve the students in the process of
decision-making. It may not be in regard to every
matter, maybe there are certain matters that come
entirely within the purview of the university
authorities. I am not saying that with regard to every
matter students can be consulted, but I think there
should be a participative process as far as the students
are concerned, and that they should be given the
opportunity of expressing their views, of being heard,
of having the satisfaction that their representations are
being considered. And if one were to change one’s
attitude in regard to these matters, I am sure the
situation could improve.

The sad thing that we find in many universities in
this country today is that there is considerable student
unrest, which no one can deny, and consequently the
education in the universities is being hindered, the
students are not following their lectures in the
universities, in their class rooms and they are out in the
streets. In fact, a number of students have got back to
their respective homes, universities have been closed,
sometimes for several weeks. So, I do not think that we
as Members of Parliament can take a very light view in
regard to this matter. I think this is a matter that must
have the attention of the Government in a very urgent
way. The Hon. Member for Nallur (Mr. M.
Sivasithamparam) just said that His Excellency the
President must summon student leaders for a
conference and find a solution. But whatever is done, I
want to join my two Colleagues and state that the
Government must make every effort to find a peaceful
solutior. in regard to this matter as early as possible,
and that every effort must be made to avoid escalation
of §tudent unrest any further.
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(Mr. A. Amirthalingam—Leader of the Opposition)
. Mr. Chairman, I think the problem of the
universities is engaging the attention of everybody who
is interested in the furure and well-being of the youth
of this country. You will recall, Mr. Chairman that we
raised this matter at Adjournment about two weeks
ago and made an appeal to the Government to find
ways and means of settling the strikes in the
universties, and I should say that considerable progress
was made. The problems in the Jaffna University were
settled. I think the problems in the Colombo
University were settled. But, unfortunately, because of
the failure to reach any accord over the situation in the
Sri Jayewardenepura University the other universities
also are on strike, the students keeping out in
sympathy with those in Sri Jayewardenepura. But
unfortuntely, Sir, the report of events that have taken
place in Sri Jayewardenepura is most disturbing !

I do not know to what extent newspaper reports of
these incidents are correct, but I have a feeling that the
situation at Sri Jayewardenepura is not being handled
satisfactorily. I am not seeking to blame anybody for
the situation, but I think it was “ The Island ” which
carried an editorial on this matter yesterday. The
Government or the University Grants Commission
should not stand on prestige in a matter of this type.
Students are students, boys are boys, and we know

what they are capable of. So that it will be well worth

it even if the University Grants Commission and the
University authorities give in to some extent and try to
solve the problem in Sri Jayewardenepura. But the
most unfortunate part of it is that extraneous elements
are getting involved in this.

From what we can make of it the trouble started as a
result of some quarrel or conflict between some
so-called villagers and the university students at Sri
Jayewardenepura. A clash between villagers and the
university students then led to a clash between the
Police and the university students and a number of
university students are hospitalised, including Bhikku
students and others. I think, Sir, this cannot be allowed
to continue much longer. I feel that this sort of unrest
can be contagious. After all, the students in the
universities have their contacts with the student
population in the upper classes of the schools and this
can spread to youth sectors elsewhere. So, I would
appeal to the Government and to the very able
Chairman of the University Grants Commission to
take steps immediately to work out a solution.

Then, Sir, I think the hon. Member for Nallur has
already mentioned the particular problems of the
Jaffna University. The main problem of the students
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there is the lack of residence facilities. After all, that is
the main university imparting instruction in the Tamil
medium, and Tamil medium students from all over the
Island are having their education there. There is only
one hostel and that too for females. The boys are
boarded in private houses and a number of problems
have up. I think the Government should take steps.
The Chairman of the University Grants Commission,
Dr. Kalpage, has in principle accepted the request of
the University students. We know that this cannot be
done overnight but a beginning has to be made to
provide the hostel facilities. The Jaffna University
should also be made a University with all faculties.
Though the Government and the University Grants
Commission have approved the opening of the
Agriculture Faculty and the Engineering Faculty and
even the land has been set apart for it as no funds have
been provided they have not been able to make a start
with these faculties. I would urge that early action be
taken. It is only if they start now that financial
provision can be made, at least in the next Budget in
1984, for these faculties and the hostel in Jaffna.

The Batticaloa campus is also very inadequately
equipped. I have been there and seen for myself the
inadequate buildings and other facilities in the
Batticaloa campus and I would request the hon.
Deputy Minister to see that adequate facilities are
provided for the students in the Batticaloa campus
also.
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(Mr. Ranil Wickremasinghe—Minister of Youth
Affairs & Employment and Minister of Education)
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(Mr. A, M. R. B, Attanayake—Deputy Minister of
Higher Education)
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs, 46.430,000, for Head
74, Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure, be insterted
in the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 74, Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule,

182 O wOumd—umh®s cSucHa 2 mEa 848 D old
Bcm Bwc®, & 1,00,000

PapsRgR L 1—Qurg Prmarsapnd uged:dor; Caeaua
Ehib—gEsoQurosl. Qesey esur 1,00 000

Programme 1.—General Administration and Staff
Service—Capital Expenditure, Rs. 100,000

“74 Pm» &lgeud 1 2 D@ wdwm, 8cam Duz®

8¢m G 100,000 » @3¢ cued A®med gimew o wpa”
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Question, ““ That the sum of Rs. 100,000, for Head 74,
Programme 1, Capital xpendure, be inserted in the
Schedule ” put, and agreed to.

Head 74, Programme 1, Capital Expenditure, ordered
to stand part of the Schedule.

2 2» 23 wComn—idn Some—unddEmm  Bagd,
<. 4,13,67,000

}ﬁsgé@{é Bl 2—Qzrifamn s s@ s ar—-Sehr Gat 55
Gleway enur 4,13,67,000

Programme 2.—Technical Colleges—Recurrent Ex-
penditure, Rs. 41,367,000

“7% o Sdweud 2 O g sonm, sBSHEEmm Swca
Bgm & 4,15,67,000 » @ie cuecAnwd ndew Wwo ppa?
“® edfoe S8um G35V, wm wlEm S,

Ti e» @luew’ 2 o» o w0am, ypP&dmm Swcd
CoeC'AMEWB wmdnel o 0wd BEe el Houwda @dm
ei.

“Ebuly 74 RepsRs @ h 2, EahrBonmics Goaeyisrar
T, 4,13.67,000 2yl ouBemrulsn Ceidsiufiers ™ sTagh 8
HAEEIUC G arpoEGsTeroriii L g,

oy 74, BEpiRsSica b 2, WahrBaucnss Caasy I 170l S
udmruller wnSuirs Gondss &0 Brede e .

Question, “That the sum of Rs, 41,367,000, for Head
74, Programme 2, Recur-ent Expenditure, be interested
in the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 74, Programme 2, Recurent Expenditure,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule,

2 & Ml wCon—miTa Jemc—acdm Bwe®, &. 3,77,00,000

BapdRg o an 2—057m0m 1d S QGG — GO mil
GCleaway eneir a,77,00,000

Programme 2.—Technical Colleges—Capital Expendi-

ture Rs. 37,700,000.

“7% B Gluewd 2 9B @B wouw, @cd® Buce ST
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% o Glvcad 2 Bm LB wln®, YeAD Buc® o
ARG emAuw wlud BAe aped Bedio BE® ci.

“ @ty 74, BEpdf R b 2, gdaliQuroyl Qeaayssrer
gRUT 3,77,00,000 gyt sudmruflp CorssciGuwrs ” orgyh oy
dBamul G arp st srereriia L m,

sy 74, AspF@E R b 2, masifurcsl Qeevay e
wlwulsr umFRures Posess sl Srelle Gl gy,

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 37,700,000, for Flead
74, Programme 2, Capital Expenditure be insterted
in the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 74, Programme 2, Capital Expenditure, ordered
to stand part of the Schedule.
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PepsBaRl i 1 —ewuishdds ogoy Qprensssi— +E et (B}

aughes Geasy enur 19,30,00,000
75.—CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE UNIVERSITIES AND
UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION

HEAD

Programme 1—Contributions to Higher Education—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 193,000,000,

“rs D ASuesd 1 Om DA wounm, pM&ednm Bagd
cem G. 19,50.00,000 o 8¢ ceed ADWO aAEY DE AR =
wp o e BPem cisY, swm @@ S
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“« gl 75, Beps R Lm 1, Eaiw Biou: 5ok CravadaTar
oL 19,30,00,000 3yt oulkmrudp Crrdsiupors” orguh wien
AEEs ap?ENsreraniiiLL &,

sy 75, Qapi@sPlm 1, EairBaucmes Geasy Lt
admrlar uEBurs Bried sl Bred lul g

Question,  That the sum of Rs, 193,000,000, for Head

75, Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted
jn the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 75, Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

1 8 28 wowm—caE CAmuNEd gem 8 —fcan
Buc®, &. 22,27,00,000

PapsRsBliid 1—ewi safEs o soy0 sTongissT—gybal
Gurgsl. GFaey eRUT 22,27,00,000

Programme 1—Contributions to Higher Education—
Capital Expenditure Rs. 222,700,000.

“«75 Dmy Gltowd 1 9 D@ woe®m, BCAD B wewm
&. 2227,00,000 » &ic crICANED e @e ama®
an oo pa BPum cfe, swm uldm Sa,

75 Bw BEeecd 1 On» DA womm, fcAm Sug@ cv
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sy 75, PEpERsRLb 1, GpEalGurcs. Geesy gpulie
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Question, * That the sum of Rs. 222,70'{},000, for_Head
%75, Programme 1, Capital Expenditure be inserted in the
in the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 75, Programme 1, Capital
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

Expenditure,

Bowldn mdn smsBnd

(B eu Blavau( )

(The Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! The Sitting is suspended till 4.30
p.m,
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Rem B Sy rebuiered Hor, oL T BT
[B. Cprwer oagurgar] glymw aussTiscr,

FUTBTLIST

Sitting accordingly suspended till 4.30 p.m. and then resumed,
MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER (MR. NORMAN WAIDYARATNA)
in the Chair.

61 O AlMu—eDsee om mPd BOuy 88ag
(10N 3 T
1 9 DD SlEm—m@Wa LBLC»a wm edgg oML
et r—em&dEpm Bug® &. 73,539,000
gy 61 —dururs, sGuplufis gymws i
Pepsfs@ L 1—Qurg BPoersupnd eururs EH0D
@ soneus @rb—iSeir Beunes Fewsy, erur 73,59,009

HEeap 61 —MINISTER OF TRADE AND SHIPPING
Programme 1—General Administration and Trade
Information Services—Recurrent  Expenditure,
Rs. 7,359,000

SR

(saur)

(The Chairman)
We shall be considering Heads 61-69.

e, PSLRSY »@ Pom (6 L)
(B Cs. genrrsBari—umsBesop)
(Mr. K. Thurairatnam—Point Pedro)

I move,

“ That the Programme be reduced by Rs. 10.”

The hon. Deputy Minister seems to think it is a very
unkind cut of Rs. 10 which I am moving on the Votes
of my lecturer and one-time guru at the Law College.
Nevertheless, it is a cut which I have to move.

There is a fundamental difference between the Hon.
Minister and ourselves on one point, and that is this.
He seems to feel, and so does the Government, that all
is well with free trade. We however feel that we are
running into a storm. As far as exports are concerned,
1 am with the Hon. Minister. We have to export as
much as possible and earn foreign exchange. As for
imports, I beg to differ from the Government’s policy.
I say that we should produce whatever we can here
without resorting to imports.

For instance, even the Western developed countries
are running into a recession. It is hitting them hard,
and even Europe and America are resorting to
protectionism. In “ The Island ” of 23rd March there is
a headline which reads.

« US-EC trade war threat to economic recovery "

This article deals with the American wheat sales to
Egypt or the UAR, and they are fighting back by
undercutting the US by selling the same wheat to
China.
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[eed. mpel&lidm® @mmm]
The same newspaper in their issue of 25th March
carries a headline reading :

“US-EC Food War could hit Third World nations.”

The article continues :

“ But the greatest damage to Third World countries could be to
domestic agricultural products rather than to agricultural exports.
Subsidised Western food, it is feared, could drive local products off
market stalls, or force down prices to uneconmic levels.”

Even these countries are resorting to protectionism.
When a small country like Sri Lanka says that we
should export as much as we can and import as much
as we can, that will not do. With petrol prices coming
down our earnings from the Middle East are going to
cease or slow down. With petrol prices coming down,
our blue-collar workers like nurses and nannies will not
be able to find employment in the Middle East and we
will not have all that money at our disposal. We will
thus have to follow a form of import substitution. We
will have to produce much more in this country.

In this connection, I would like to speak about
chillies and onions produced in Jaffna. We should not
import chillies and onions from abroad. We should
impose a ban or reduce their imports.

In this context I would also like to say that there has
been a major breakthrough in wheat cultivation in this
country. In fact, I had a trial plot in my own garden,
and it has been fairly successful. In Jaffna I have seen
the Anna Coffee farm where there is a quarter acre of
excellent wheat crop. It may take the place of hard
grains like Thinai or Saamai. I think it would do very
well in the Badulla area, in the drier parts of Badulla.
am confident that it could be a major crop.

Of course, we have termed wheat as one of the
intermediate goods. Wheat has been classified as one
of the intermediate goods together with petroleum and
crude oil. Wheat has been termed as an intermediate
commodity because it is going to Prima. We have been
importing wheat to be given to Prima for them to make
all the money. In fact, as I mentioned five years ago,
this is the greatest tragedy that has struck this
country, because they are taking away the wheat germ,
the rulang and the bran and leaving just starch for our
people to consume. Nevertheless, we could use our own
wheat in the next few years for making our own flour.
Of course, quality-wise I cannot guarantee it.

What I am trying to say is, whenever we can grow
our own food crops we should import less. We have to
import as little as possible. That should be the policy.
That is why I say we should not import chillies, dry
fish and onions. Of course, I know what the Minister
would say. He would say it is only 10 per cent of the
entire trade.

&5 = 802

What are we importing now ? Aji-No-Moto ! In the
national television there is an advertisement which
says “ Rohan, it’s time for your Lakspray ”. Just look
at that ! When you switch on the television you find a
“ Sanyo " advertisement. All these advertisements are
converting needs into wants. A Third World country
like ours cannot afford these luxuries. Recently I saw
somebody carrying a packet of Aji-No-Moto. I have
never seen what it looks like. I may have tasted it, but I
have never used it at home. But some villager was
carrying it because the television had carried an
advertisement about it.

Actually, when you advertise “ Lakspray” on
television you can also say that our own fresh milk is
better. Put that advertisement. Of course, mother’s
milk is still better. In fact, on infant food
advertisements you must say that mother’s milk is
better, or the best. We cannot afford to import these
luxuries.

There is also an advertisement for “ Bellavista ”
sanitaryware. Just see what they are advertising ! The
Third World countries have now developed the needs
of the Western world. We must live within our means,
because we are going to hit hard times. That is why I
say these free trade policies cannot work. In fact, the
last parting sentence of the Hon. Minister of Finance
was, “ If something goes wrong with our loans, I will
come back to this House within six months and say,
‘ now we resort to control ’ *,

2BCL. 8. 8. fwmmem Qom (E0NDE &» #@S
)

(B LGery. (2.
Y DLFFT )

(Mr. W. P. B, Dissanayake—District Minister, Kandy)

Do you want to have queues and the permit system
once again ?

9. Qm;rlm.vm$5—5ﬂ%rq_ toreul L

Please tell us that also.

e, MESISH P Tamm
(Bes. Ca, govnrgflert)
(Mr. K. Thurairatnam)

We will resort to queues very soon at the rate we are
going. I am only saying, if you can produce things in
this country, please produce them. Do not import
them. Nearly Rs. 2,000 million can be saved on milk
foods, chillies, onions and various other things.

I wish to mention one of our export items, charcoal.
I am not referring to activated carbon in the form of
coconut shells. What I am saying is that we are
destroying our valuable jungle to export charcoal. We
are denuding our forests. Firewood has become a very
rare commodity. Very soon, within ten years, we will
have to import firewood ! I am telling this House that
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we may be forced to import firewood by the end of this
decade. Therefore, let us see that we do not export our
charcoal.

On the matter of employment in ships, I know that
there is a recession and it is hitting us very hard, and
our boys are finding it difficult to get employment as
sailors. The agencies will have to be controlled because
they are charging as much as Rs. 50,000 to Rs. 60,000,
and our boys are getting stranded in Bombay, Karachi
and elsewhere. They are being rooked or used by
various organizations to carry drugs and other things.
So let us see that we provide them employment within
our means. I know that it is a very difficult task. I am
aware of an incident in an employment agency where a
boy from my area had been threatened with a knife
and he was asked to get out. This was because there is
such a demand to get into ships. So they had
threatened him and he had to leave the place.
Otherwise, his passport would have been snatched
away by the thugs. Therefore, I kindly request the
Hon. Minister to see that things like this do not occur.

Then, Sir, we have to start coastal shipping around
this Island, Chiefly from Batticaloa to Kankesanturai,
and the ship that should be used is the 19th Century
model, using the wind and the mechine. We will have
to go back to the Third World technology because we
cannot afford to run it entirely on fuel. If we depend on
fuel it will cost us very much more. Wind Power is free,
and the ships will have to be in the shape of the 19th
Century cutter.

I also hpoe that the Hon. Minister will give
permission to the Jaffna District Council to run a
service from Jaffna to Nagapatinam. 1 hope we will
start this service with the blessings of the Hon.
Minister this year. We also need a ferry service to be
run by the Mannar District Council from Talaimannar
to Rameswaram. In this context, I must say that I hail
from the port called Pallawaganga mentional in the
Chulawansa. That is my village. It is now translated as
Thondamannar. It is a corruption of Ganga, as it is
recorded in the Chulawamsa, from which the ships of
Parakramabahu the Great left on their Burma
expedition. We have a long shipping tradition. We
have sailed all the seas.—(Interruption). No, no, Hon.
District Minister. they left from this place. I will
educate you. I do not want to go into that in detail
because the General who led this expedition was called
in Tamil, Adikari Adigam, according to the
inscriptions of Parakramabahu himself. I am not going
into that. (Interruption).

a8ge. 8, 8. Zwmmnum dnmm

(B Geruy. 7. 8. Bevrpruss)

(Mr. W. P. B. Dissanayake)

Chulawamsa speaks only about ships sailing from
that Port.

1083 @& 25
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e, MESELN P Sy

(B Cs. @ovrrgFarih)

(Mr, K. Thurairatnam)

Yes, but there are other inscriptions. i cannot
educate you within a short time. I have no time as I
have to give time to the Hon. District Minister.

q. v 445

28E2. 8, 8. Tuizham Do

(B L Geiryy. &, 9. Bewrprés)

(Mr. W. P. B. Dissanayake)

[ was only trying to educate him. The Chulawamsa
soes not refer to any Adikari who led the ships or the
vailors from there. it is correct that the Chulawamsa
refers to the expedition led by the great King from that
port. He is correct. But there is no reference to any
Tamil Adikari in the Chulawamsa. That is what I said.
I am trying to educate you.

s, MISREN D Swm

(B Cs. gponrrgfort)

(Mr. K. Thurairatnam)

The District Minister does not know that this is not
confined to the Chulawamsa alone. There are
inscriptions, records and various other records.

CEP e 8e€ Somn (6Deg i HPD BOED
@ @Bme)

(8w odfs spasepsd—ersss,
-glrmma'rf.%)

(Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali—Minister of Trade &
Shipping)

Now we will get back to mordern shipping.

SULD e D

e, MeSREH »HT Tnmm

(B Cs. gorrspend)

(Mr. K. Thurairatnam)

So, let me not wonder into that, Sir, But the shipping
tradition we have preserved over a thousand years. We
have sailed all the seas. In fact, I myself, am a
Captain’s son. So, we have a shipping tradition. We
wanted the Chairman of the Valvettiturai U.C.
(Interruption). As a true son of the Sea I can say that I
am always at my best in rough waters, Sir.

The Ship Building Yard in Thondamannar could be
erected and set up to cater for cessels less than 1,000
tons. It is an estuary. It has all the natural facilities
and with the help of the Hon. Minister we can set up a
shipyard in that area. Together with that, I hope that
the Jaffna District Council will be able to run the ferry
service from Jaffna to Nagapattnam. That is our wish
and hope.

There are many other matters, Sir, which I would
like to stress, but as there are Colleagues of mine and
others who want to speak, I would stop at that.
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[exf. mectct=n®d @awm)

Before I conclude, there is one small matter I would
like to raise. That is about the Point Pedro lighthouse.
It is getting submerged by the sea. There is severe sea
erosion at that place and I would like that lighthouse
to be protected. The lighthouse of Point Pedro should
be protected. I am afraid that if it is not protected
immediately it may collapse before the next rainly
season.

Thank you.

¢ o' eif o0 :BS PP (bl ecHn)

(Bmws swur Ceurd CorBr—sri@zalu )

(Mrs. Daya Sepali Senadheera—Karandeniya)
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(8. awsmpwsr mustsary )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Sir,whatever differences we may have politically
with hon. Member for Medawachchiya, I am one of
those who always believes in seniores priores.
Therefore, 1 hope he will come back one day to the
correct SLFP. When -he comes back, he will be the
leader ; until, then I shall be the leader.

ee@Foc ' ey @womn

(5. owgSilure Creprudss)

(Mr. Maithripala Senanayake)

I hope you are following me now and you will follow
me in the future also.

CILO® Luem Summ

(B ey puilsry. )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I still stake my claim that we are the responsible
SLFP and the correct SLFP. I am very happy to say
these few words about the hon. Member for
Medawachchiya.

I appreciate one thing else, and that is that I have
yet to come across one instance where Hon. Minister of
Trade and Shipping has had to say a bad word or
something adverse or harsh about his predecessor.
That is the quality of a great politician. I hope he
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would keep that up. Certain important decision have to
be taken very, very soon with regard to certain aspects
of trade where he will himself have to face problems.

Sir, I should have had this opportunity to discuss
trade along with the Hon. Minister of Finance here. I
am very sorry that he is not here, because it would be a
one sided argument . The charge that would be levelled
against this Government would be about the
contradictory nature that exists at this moment with
regard to trade and fiscal policies. There is a big
difference, Whatever you say about an open economy
or a liberalized economy or whatever words are
contained to describe it, there have been two instances,
two occasions which I can remember, where I felt there
were signs of an admission of wrong fiscal policies
being taken by this Government, of controls coming
back. He is trying his level best not to have them. I can
remember very recently the Hon. Member for Textile
Industry said openly that no more cloth would be
imported. He said that. I do not think he has ever
denied it. Then, Sir, there was a situation where a
sugar shortage took place for whatever reasons. I know
what the reason is. There was enough sugar in the
world, but a shortage did take place. It was not that
there were no businessman who wanted to import
sugar. There was the Government also which was
prepared to import sugar, but the fact remains they did
not open letters of credit. That is a charge that has to
be levelled against the Minister of Finance about his
banking policy and about his fiscal policy. Did not that
take place in an open economy : Now, Sir, the danger
is this. In a closed or monopolitistic economy, whatever
is there we divide as equally and we enjoy, everyone of
us. But in an open economy, you cannot have
shortages, the prices will go up. I have been always
saying this; you cannot have shortage in an open
economy. And, for the first time, Sir, we ran into a
very serious sugar shortage and therefore I think it is
high time we opened our eyes with regard to the
concept of an open economy being operated in this
country. I say this because there are two fiscal policies
operative in this country, one by the Minister of trade
and the other by the Minister of Finance.

Sir, trading is the pattern today. The important
thing is production, then comes trading. Even if you
have an excess of production, like what hon. Member
for Karandeniya said there is enough cinnamon, it
cannot be sold. He has got enough of the commodity to
sell. Now, why cannot he do trade in that ? Why
cannot he sell it ? What is the reason ? Why is it that
in this country we have higher production in tea,
rubber, coconut, garments, etc. and yet we cannot
sell ? If it is not competitive in the international
market, then nobody can blame anyone. This is the
problem. As far as I know, it is not so. I was a trader,
and I am no more a trader now. I gave it up when I
became a Member of Parliament recently.
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I notice this, Sir. There is a set of rules laid down for
exporters by the Hon. Minister of Trade, giving
various concessions. There is another set of rules laid
down by the Hon. Minister of Finance. When a trader
goes to the Bank he is not given the proper opportunity
of collecting his money or using the money for trading
purposes. Immediately one goes to the Bank, the Bank
says, “ go to the EDB ", which has been promoted by
the Hon. Minister of trade. When one goes to the
EDB, we know the EDB cannot give the money
overnight.

I think this year Rs. 250 million is to be given to the
EDB. This is a pittance. I know what happened. There
was not a single cent available or released from the
Budget. But I must congratulate the Hon. Minister of
Trade for at least getting Rs. 250 million. The Hon.
Minister of Finance should have given not Rs. 250
million, but at least Rs. 2,500 miilion to the Export
Development Board for export development
promotion. It is because at the last moment, perhaps
on the day of the Budget or the previous day, he had to
rush to the Hon. Minister of Finance and ask for this
little amount of money to help the EDB going.

When you go to the EDB, the EDB has only very
little money to give to a trader. Then what happens ?
Then always the bottle-necks will take place.

Therefore, I would like the Government to consider
this fact. That is, let us have a co-ordinating
committee, a co-ordinating committee with the
Minister of Trade, with the Minister of Finance, and
the Minister in charge of production of that particular
commodity, to consider and lay down a set of for
export. Therefore, I hope the Hon. Minister will
consider the setting up of a co-ordinating committee,
because it is very vital if you are going to have the open
system of economy, and also a vibrant export-oriented
economy.

At the moment see what is happening to tea ? Tea
prices are very high. It went up to about Rs. 50, and
now it has come down to about Rs. 32, and I think that
is mainly because the Kenyan teas are coming into the
market and the Bangla Desh teas are there, then there
are many other teas comin from China. that is a
threat. All those teas are there. And in trading, most
important thing is not to gamble. I notice that not only
the private companies, but also the Govenment sector
try to gamble in the tea, rubber, and coconut trade.
They take a short sighted view and they try to gamble.
This gambling aspect of trade is the most difficult
thing. Wherever you try to gamble in any commodity,
you fail. And the most important factor that I noticed
was this interest rate. This is the area where the
Minister of Finance come in. Whether it is the export
of tea, rubber and coconut, or cinnamon or any other
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commodity, or whether it be garments or gems or
whatever it is, the high interest rate comes in. I will
come to the interest rate later.

But at the same time I would like the Hon. Minister
to take up the proposal where you get a 90 days to 180
days credit facility for the discounted period to be
shortened in this way. If he could kindly speak to the
Minister of Finance and get the Banks to make
spot-payment on a letter of credit, and the Bank to
bear and not to discount the bill, then I think a good
trading pattern, a clever trading practice can start in
this country. That is the only way to challenge even a
country like Singapore. That is, our Banks to suport
any Letter of Credit that comes in. On whatever terms
that you sell, immediately the Letter of Credit comes
in, let that money go to the person who wants to trade.
If you could do that we could challenge any country in
the world where tea is concerned. Therefore, I would
like the Hon. Minister to consider this new thinking
where export payments could be paid to any Letter of
Credit that comes in, thereby giving a certain amount
of credit facility to the exporter. I noticed on reading
this document that was handed over yesterday, this
“ Credit for Exports * that there is no credit given to
the exporter ! I am very sorry to say that, Sir, Because
the Central Bank gives the credit to the commercial
banks at 12 per cent, the commercial banks give the
customers at 18 per cent, and the commercial bank
adds on another five per cent BTT and, when you
calculate, it shoots up to about 19 per cent. Therefore,
effectively it is about 19 per cent. But at what do they
give now ? There are some banks that give out at 20
per cent and at 22 per cent. Theefore, how can you
have a viable trading pattern when you have the bank
interest alone in this country at 22 per cent. You
cannot trade internationally. You just cannot. That is
why even cinnamon or any other commodity cannot be
traded in this country. When this is passed over to the
exporters they do another thing. Immediately the
number of days within which bills have to be honoured
passes it is charged as a temporary overdraft. And how
much does a temporary overdraft carry ? — 28 to 30
per cent. So, Sir, at that time what do we do ? We go
back to the Ministry cf Trade and ask through his
SLECIC organization to help us, and a premium is
charged again there.

g. = 5.1

Sir, I would like the Hon. Minister, before an
information bulletin is sent out, to discuss this matter with
the Minister of Finance and come to some sort of
arrangement. I would like the Hon. Minister to ask the
Central Bank, through the Minister of finance, to give all
exporters, or whoever wants to send goods from the
country, all the Central Bank circulars they send to the
local banks, because the Central Bank circulars given to the
local banks are not honoured by the local banks. They
should give every circular out, and you will find how much
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of money the banks are making at the expense of the
producer, the dealer, the wholesaler and the exporter. They
are the people who have to sweat, and the people who get
the money are the banks. I would like him to take this
opportunity and see that all these circulars that are being
sent are also sent to the exporters, and if the banks do not
pay any heed, please take stern action. That is very
important. You must take action if they are not keeping to
the circulars.

Thirdly, exporters seeking finance under the new
supplementary facility should note that no advance will be
granted to meet expenses connected with the export of tea.
You do not get any money for tea, rubber, coconut,
products derived from these three major products, and also
garments, géms, marine products and petroleum products.
Now this entire scheme has been based for exporters of tea,
rubber and coconut, who are earning the largest amount of
money for this country, and here with one stroke of the
pen the Minister informs us that they are not directly
involved with regard to export of tea, rubber and coconut.
I would like to make this observation. I grant, sir, tea in
bulk only need not come in but tea in bags? Bring all the
techinically specified rubber and all the downstream of
rubber under this scheme. Where the coconut is concerned,
please delete coconut because it is not a very good period
for coconut now. If gems are directly consumed marine
produce are directly consumed, that is, from the producer
level right up to the consumer level, and if there are any
petroleum products directly consumed, let this law not
stand against them. Where the commodities are directly
consumed by the consumer, let this law not be there.

Thereisanothercompletely wrong,completely imbalanced
submission that has been made by the Central Bank. When
the Central Bank approves an application made to it under
this scheme it will pay to the Bank concerned the proceeds
of the discounted note, that is, the face-value of the note

less than the discount calculated at the rate of 8.5 percent
per annum. Here it says 8.5 percent per annum but for
packing credit facilities they are charging 12 percent.
Please ask the local banks, through the Central Bank, to
bring down the packing credit facilities to 8.5 per cent.
They say 8.5 per cent at page 4; but at page 1 the packing
facilities is about 16 per cent upwards, so it is contra-
dictory. This is what I say. Your fiscal policy and your
trade policy are different. So, therefore, we should take
some steps over this matter. I read this book called
“Procedure —1982”. I do not know why the Hon. Minister
is afraid to talk about the duty free shop which he has
opened. Do not get frightened! Your duty free shop will
eamn you money if you do it in the proper way.
(Interruption.) There is no ‘lanu’. Someone has done a
‘lanu’ without mentioning it. They are frightened to
mention it, because the Duty Free Shop means—

en&Eelsi e
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(A Member)

Under the Ceylon Shipping Lines.

GOy guemE omm

(8m asswar guetsry)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Under the Ceylon Shipping Lines! Why should it come
under the Ceylon Shipping? Have a separate organization
because you are earning more. There is another thing I
would like to mention—with all the bouquets I give him—
please do not make this mistake by palming one part of it
to the Ceylon Shipping Lines. He does not talk of the duty
free shop. Because we would like to know, from the Duty
Free shop scheme what the net added value is. It is on that
Sir, that we can find the true position. I am happy that he
mentioned this to me because it is hidden under the Ceylon
Shipping Lines. How much is the nett value? It is not
given here. Please let him give the nett added value of the
Duty Free Zone complex because it will be useful for him,
and he can give us some information about it.

Then you mentioned the Free Trade Zone, the G.C.E.C.
Project. What is the nett added value? I think the Hon.
Minister has taken the responsibility to say export or
depot—Disce aut discede 1 thin you will have to change
your school motto. His school motto is Disce aut discede—
learn or depart. He has changed it to export or deport!
But respice finem—look to the end. We would like to have
the Free Trade Zone and the G.C.E.C. nett added value,
because I have my doubts about this. We cannot deal
with only the accounts of the G.C.E.C. No one can look
into any of the activities there. Already the G.C.E.C.
Project has eaten up Government finance. We do not know
how much! Yesterday we came to know that Air Lanka
is a G.C.E.C. Project and it has already gobbled Rs. 2400
million rupees—coming second to the Mahaweli, and that is
not included in the trading pattern.

I would earnestly request the Hon Minister to kindly
meet His Excellency the President who spoke about the
G.C.E.C. to some industrialists in Bombay on his way to
New Delhi and asked them to come. But they will neve:
come if you are not going to let them know what the nett
added value is going to be and all the details. Please do not
hide. The G.C.E.C. is not something that you should
hide. Everyone gers under cover of the G.C.E.C. to do all
the nefarious activities. We know that. That is the place
where people can come under cover, and today do you
know what is happening? All the rubber industries that
came under the G.C.E.C. are crumbling. There is Rubberite
Ltd., the Plymouth Ltd., I know all these companies. Then
there is the Glo-Weave which we talked much of. They
have no buyers. It is completely gone. They are broke!
They cannot pay their directors’ salaries; they cannot pay
their workers’ salaries. Therefore, I would like this matter
also to come under the Hon. Minister of Trade.
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Finally —we are having a very short time on this Vote—1I
am very happy that a few trade unionists—the Sri Lanka
Nidahas Jana Raja Sevaka Sangamaya—came to me. The
Chairman was C. V. Gooneratne. I was very happy about
what they told me. I have a letter with me, I will pass it
over to the Hon. Minister. I did not unfortunately bring it
to day. They said that the Hon. Minister worked there
without any political victimization. I am very happy about
that. They had some grievances. One grievance they had was
about containerization of cargo. They feel that very soon
there will be less work as a result of containerization.
Therefore, what they ask is to work cut some scheme in
order to see, even if there is excess labour there, that they
are not retrenched because of containerization, and to have
a format where the mother ship cargo distribution with the
feeder ships can be done without retrenchment taking
place. They also asked, where promotions are concerned,
to promote the labour grades to white-collar grades. That is
another way of stopping retrenchment.

Then they also referred to the problem in Galle and
Trincomalee. They were rather worried about it. They said
that most of the labour force there had no work. Perhaps
they have now realized it and in Galle and Trincomalee
they are being worked. They had a fear about it.

They said that the harbour workers have not got the
increase of Rs. 70 and Rs. 100 given by the Government.
They were not grumbling about the Rs. 70 because it had
been given on some salary revision, but they were asking for
the Rs. 100 increase. They also mentioned that the casual
employees who came from the Port Commission were not
getting the provident fund benefit and that they were also
not getting a salary increase. There are some people who
have not been absorbed yet and that the matter was under
consideration.

Finally, they said that the port was doing well because
there is no undue political influence there. That is
something that we proud of and therefore I would like
the Hon. Minister to consider these facts. I would also like
to know what has happened to the Ceylonization policy,
whether the Government has now given up the Ceyloni-
zation policy that was started in 1947 by the then U.N.P.
Government, pursued by the S.LF.P. Government and
carried out right throughout. If not, with all these foreign
influences that have come in here, to consider the
ceylonization policy and have a commission of inquiry for
the purpose of deciding as to how you are going to re-
orienate the ceylonization policy that has been hitherto
carried on.

Finally, I come to the Public Contracts Act. It has not
been taken up for the last three years. I think it is with the
Hon. Minister already and he will submit it to Parliament
during this Session. I do not wish to say anything more but
only to wish him all good luck in his Mahapola and other
activities. I hope that he will finally see that the people in
the villages have money in order to trade.
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The small village trzder does not have the working
capital. He is finding it very difficult to find even a little
capital. These villagers cannot go to the Gramodaya Bank
or any othe bank. Now they are finding it difficult to go
to the gini poli karaya. They cannot obtain any moneys as
they have all gone broke. There is a massive shortage of
cash in the country. I do not know how. People cannot
get enough money to do business. [ know a number of
them. For instance, there are the cashew nut collectors in
the Attanagalla and Divulapitiya areas. This is the season
they could earn some money. But they have not got even
Rs. 5 to buy a hundred nuts. There is a shortage of money
among the people at a time when they need it. I suppose
it may be different in other parts of the country. I hope the
Hon. Minister will work out a scheme like the Mahapola
scheme where by the petty trader will get a little money
into his hands to do some business during the recession
periods.

SRS

(g&vair)

(The Chairman)

Order, please! The Deputy Chairman
Committees will now take the Chair.

¢PRGD DGR Foumess @d Howyl, Bewln
Hén cosBDD: [OEEHR udilod Pum] Fcwsmdcd Da
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wer Fiurreldrin] sivews cw@gsriser.

Whereupon MR. SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY
CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES (MR. EDMUND

SAMARAWICREMA) took the Chair.

&. tn. 5.30

wduye emmdwn Qomm (Bowlds SHils =8me
G OBnc)

By avfp8r Qarpur—Qur s fliers’ Q@ goué
Fi7)

(Mr. Harindra Corea—Deputy Minister of Public
Administration)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, the hon. Member for
Attanagalla (Mr. Lakshman Jayakody) in the course
of his speech said that the Hon. Minister of Trade’s
school motto was “ Learn or Depart ”. I would like to
suggest another motto to the hon. Member for
Attanagalla, “ Win or Depart”. As he has lost his
electorate he should consider departing.

CHIOny Luemd Lo

(B, avspcer muslary. )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

“ Respice finem ”— “ Look to the end ”.

n3ay e emden @nmn

(8. anf g @r Qarpur)

(Mr. Harindra Corea)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, I do not intend to get into
any discussion on policy matters because this is the
Committee stage. The hon. Member has spoken about
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several policy matters, but I do not want to go into
them. The Hon. Minister of Trade and Shipping will
give him an adequate reply. I just like to take this
opportunity as the hon. Member for Attanagalla has
spoken about the trade policy, and the opening speaker
for the TULF, the hon. Member for Point Pedro (Mr.
K. Thurairatnam), also spoke on the free trade Policy.

I wish to reveal some interesting figures with regard
to the impact of the free trade policy, particularly as
hon. Members of the Opposition seem to be alarmed
about consumer spending imports, etc.

Sir, it is interesting to look up the import volumes. I
am reading from the latest report of the Central Bank,
Table 19. Using 1978 as the base, when the import
volume of all imports was 100, it increased to 145 in
1981. But look at “ other consumer goods ”. I do not
think the hon. Members of the QOpposition would
object to any amount of imports of food, drink and
even textiles. But if you look at “ other consumer
goods 7, using 1978 as the base when it was 100, in
1977 before we came into power it was 85. In 1979
there was an increase to 250 —that was the increase
that they had noticed — and in 1980 it increased to 355.
But, Sir, in 1981 it came down to 100. Iu other words,
what really happened ? What they have failed to note
is that there was a tremendous pent-up demand. There
was such a scarcity in this range of “ other consumer
goods ” that the market demand was great, and when
people were freed of controls the satisfaction of that
demand meant a three-fold or four-fold increase,
which, of course, brought pressure on the balance of
payments. But this has now come down and is settling.
That phase we will not go through again. It was a
once-in-a-lifetime type of experience. I do not think
hon. Members of the Opposition would object to the
increases in other sectors, which were and are vital for
the economic growth of the country, that is, in
intermediate and investment goods where there were
tremendous increases in imports. Sir, as I said earlier,
I do not want to deal with these policy matters.

There is another matter 1 would like to comment on
as I think it is a very interesting feature. That is about
something which has happened in the last four or five
years. The services sector of our foreign trade
increased. As hon. Members of the House know, we do
not have only direct physical exports, we have what are
called invisible exports. The services sector, apart from
remittances from workers abroad, took a minute
proportion and played a relatively minor part in our
export performance, in our foreign earnings, up to
1977. It increased thereafter, and today, Sir, as far as
the 1981 figures are concerned, it is one-sixth of the
total export earnings of this country; it is Rs. 5,815
million out of Rs. 50 billion. The Hon. Minister’s
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Ministry and his policy have played a great part in
this. If this change in the structure of our exports or
our foreign earnings is followed up through shipping
and other invisible services, if more emphasis is placed
on these activities and services, the revenue from these
activities will increase. The deep imbalance in our
structure of foreign earnings, that is tea, rubber,
coconut, etc., on which we have depended for so long,
will start reducing, and I think the export earnings,
which the Hon. Minister of Finance wants to increase
to help our balance of payments, will increase in the
future.

I really rose to speak on one matter. I would like to
draw the attention of the Hon. Minister to this point.
The Hon. Minister’s Deputy is more than capable of
dealing with this matter, but I think it might be an
embarrassment to him to deal with it because he
happens to be the Chairman of the Committee on
Public Enterprises, of which I am a member. Being the
Chairman of the Committee on Public Enterprises, a
Committee of this House, as well as being the Deputy
Minister of Trade and Shipping, he will not want to get
up in this House and deal with State corporations
coming under the Ministry of Trade. I'am not going to
deal with the corporations in detzil, but T would like to
point out to the Hon. Minister a comment made in the
Central Bank Report of 1981 at page 75 :

“ More specific decisions need to be taken on the future role of
these institutions "—

The Central Bank Report is referring to the State
trading corporations under the Ministry of Trade. 1
said earlier that the State trading corporations now
operate under different conditions. Earlier they
operated under a complete monopoly. Today they are
operating in an open economic system. The following
sentence appears on page 75 of the Report of Central
Bank 1981 :

“ More specific decisions need to be taken on the future role of
these institutions, if they are to continue to function viably under
the new economic environment.”

I would like to make a suggestion to the Hon.
Minister of Trade & Shipping as far as the specific
decisions are concerned. Having over the last 2 1/2 to
3 years, together with the hon. Deputy Minister and
other Members of this House, listened to and gone
through the annual reports, etc., of trading
corporations as a member of the Committee on Public
Enterprises, I think all State trading corporations have
a tremendous potential. I am not speaking about the
functions of importing. I am speaking about certain
State trading corporations which might be able to help
in the laudable object of increasing our exports.

The Hon. Minister of Trade and Shipping, if I might
use a colloquialism, hit the button by saying that the
economic future of this country depends on increasing
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our exports very rapidly and closing the trade gap. The
State trading corporations can play a great part in this.
If you look at the structure of production and trade
even in the United States and certainly in Japan, you
will find that corporations, private sector corporations
maybe, play a very small part really in the final
production. According to the structure of economic
organization in those countries, a corporation is the
organism through which sales are made, but basically
those products come out of a network of small
institutions which feed the corporations. Those
corporations may be companies without any subsidiary
companies but basically they are fed by a network of
small institutions. What I would like to say is that the
State trading corporations should form subsidiaries or
encourage or enter into contracts with a network of
small business enterprises or small entrepreneurs or
small producers in this country.

The hon. Member for Attanagalla spoke about the
restraints on Government credit. That is because the
demand on the resources is great, and the lack of easy
credit arises from that. But if the State trading
corporation performs the task of god-parent in the
same way as the Ceylon Tobacco Company, which
really produces all the tobacco of this country — it has
a network of producers ; it feeds them ; it gives credit
to the suppliers and markets their produce — if the
State trading corporations can do some of these, then I
think some of the restraints or constraints as far as
exports are concerned will be solved.

I would like to say that in my first speech at the
Committee stage of the Budget in 1977 I spoke about
the Marketing Department. The Hon. Minister
immediately took action and appointed a committee to
probe the working of the Marketing Department. I
would like to say that the Marketing Department has
since improved considerably in their performance. I do
not know whether the Hon. Minister would consider
turning the Marketing Department to a corporation,
but certainly the Marketing Department and other
trading corporations can assist in performing vital
functions to bring the small owners of land and the
small owners of enterprises into a larger field by giving
them training facilities, credit, market information,
market intelligence, by identifying markets and areas
of growth. If this kind of institutional framework can
be set up, I think it would be easier to do it by having
that kind of relationship rather than building up every
small unit or expecting every small unit to get credit
and do these things. Then some of the restraints with
regard to our export sector will be solved. The Hon.
Minister is more than capable of doing this, and 1
think if in the future he goes into this matter it might
be possible for him to do this.
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The export village idea is a very attractive one. [
would like him to think of expanding it in my
electorate too. There is a tremendous amount of
vegetable and fruits grown which are wasted. Those
cultivators, I think, will prove worthy of any help that
the Minister can give after the first export village
experiment is proved. I am sure he will cosider
expanding the scheme,

Finally. I would like to refer to what the hon.
Member for Attanagalla said about the cashew
collectors. In 1979 the Cashew Corporation made half
its purchases of cashew from my electorate. Buyers
from the Corporation went and bought the cashew and
50 per cent of the Corporation’s stock was supplied
from Chilaw. But the following year and the year after
the Corporation was unable to do this. Why was this ?
It was because there were private individuals who had
much more funds to purchase the cashew and sell them
in the op2n market.

CHFLOP ducmi Som
(Eo5. aspner spuaGary.)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

There was a bilateral agreement between India and
the Soviet Union and the mdrket was up at the
international level at that time. Now the prices have
come down because that agreement is no longer in
force.

»aw'e emdn dmmm

(B apfPiGs Qsrpur)

(Mr. Harindra Corea)

I was not talking about international trade. I was
only talking about the local market. I was saying that
there were local persons who were able to buy cashew
and sell it locally.

Thank you.

&. e, 5.45

@3, sluses Sam (Bnem@ce)

(B, 7. #bupser—BmEarent i)

(Mr, R. Sampanthan—Tricomalee)}

Mr. Deputy Chairman, there are just a few matters I
want to raise with the Hon. Minister relating to the
Port of Trincomalee. Before I do that, I want to raise a
matter with the Hon. Minister in relation to the
shipping trainees who receive their training at the
Naval and Maritime Academy in the dockyard of
Trincomalee, coming under the Merchant Shipping
Department. 1 wrote about it to the hon. Minister a
couple of years ago—(Interruption). 1 have to make a
complaint to the Hon. Minister and that is that I have
not been called upon to make a single nomination for
these trainees for quite some time.
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Since this Academy is located in my electorate and
since people from all over the Island come to
Trincomalee to undergo this training, but not the
youth of Trincomalee these youth of Trincomalee
come and ask me, “ What is happening to you and to
us ? ” and I have no answer to give them. I wrote to the
Hon. Minister and said that it was some time since i
made a recommendation. My friend from the North
and East have also been complaining that they have
not been called upon to make nominations. I am happy
that the Hon. Minister has taken steps to ensure that
our recommendations will be called for.

I want to go one step further and ask whether, in
view of the fact that the Academy is in my electorate,
it would not be fair for me to recommend one or two
more trainees? That would be quite
fair.—~(Interruption) 1 will help you. That will not be
too difficult. The Hon. Minister and 1 can discuss this
matter and come to some agreement.

. &n. 54D

The next question I wish to raise with the Hon.
Minister relates to the employees of the Trincomalee
Tea Administration Company who were absorbed by
the Sri Lanka Port Authority. I am thankful to the
Hon. Minister for having got this done. When the
company closed down about 2 years ago, the hon.
Minister was kind enough to issue a directive to the
Ports Authority that all employees of the Trincomalee
Tea Administration Company should be absorbed by
the Ports Authority because they were persons who
had worked there for a considerable length of time,
some of them for as long as 15 to 20 years, having
joined the company when they were quite young. The
company was closed down as a result of a
governmental decision that tea exports from the port
of Trincomalee would not be continued with.

I am thankful to the Hon. Minister for giving these
people employment in the Ports Authority but it
appears that these people have not been placed on a
salary scale on par with that of those in the Ports
Authority. That is not a matter in regard to which I
can quarrel with the Hon. Minister but I would appeal
to him to get his officials in the Ports Authority to look
into this matter. Some of these men have served the
Trincomalee Tea Administration for over 15 years and
have a wealth of experience and some of them—but not
all-are much more efficient than the workmen at the
Ports Authority. If they are deserving of being placed
on better terms of employment than as at present, I am
sure the Hon. Minister would consider their cases and
give them such promotions or increases in salary and
make an effort to place them on a scale on par with
that of those persons of equal experience and service in
the Ports Authority.
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There is another category of employees in the Ports
Authority called Indoor Watchers and it is said that
provided they have the requisite qualifications, they
could be considered for recruitment as security guards.
An interview was held and based on educational
qualifications, apparently, nine persons were chosen
because subsequently, after the interview—a large
number of persons were interviewed-these nine
persons were called and their chest measurements
taken. Thereafter, it appears that only two of them had
got employment and not the balance seven. May be
that you are taking time over it, and you intend
making appointments shortly. Out of these people who
were interviewed, nine persons were summoned for
chest measurements. I think, I am entitled to assume
that those nine persons had satisfied those who had
interviewed them, that they were fit to be given
employment, and that is why they took the further step
of calling them for their chest measurements.
Therefore, I would appeal to the Hon. Minister to look
into that question, and if those seven persons have not
yet been taken in for employment—they are persons
who possessed the requisite qualifications, persons who
can be employed as security guards since they had
worked in the port of Trincomalee for a long period of
time as indoor watchers—I have no doubt that the Hon.
Minister would agree with me that they should be
given some measure of preference in the matter of
employment as security guards.

I am also informed that the Sri Lanka Ports
Authority is to shortly recruit more security guards for
work in the port. I was happy to read in the papers a
few days ago, a statement made by no less a person
than His Excellency the President, that the
Government is thinking in terms of development of the
port of Trincomalee, and of course, if more security
guards are to be taken, the Hon. Minister will bear in
mind my constant request that names should be called
for from the job bank in Trincomalee also, if the job

bank is not scrapped before that. My reommendation
has been that the job bank be scrapped and that
persons should be taken purely on merit. But, if you go
through the job bank, I would earnestly request that
names be called for from the job bank in Trincomalee
also so that we could be sure that the youths in
Trincomalee with the necessary qualifications are
given an opportunity of employment as security guards
in the port of Trincomalee.

The Hon. Minister will remember that sometime
ago when security guards were recruited, names were
not called for from the job bank in Trincomalee and I
had to make representations to him with regard to that
matter.
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The Hon. Minister also remarked that for the first
time, this year, the port of Trincomalee has been
making a profit. I was happy to hear that, but I find
that the number of ships being sent to the port of
Trincomalee is indeed small. In 1981 we had in
Colombo 1,898 ships ; in Trincomalee 186 and in Galle
31, which was about 10 per cent. Up to 30th June
1982, there were 929 ships in Colombo, 48 in
Trincomalee and 14 in Galle, which is 5 per cent. It is
coming down.

I find from the statistics given in the hand-out that
when the number of ships that had called at the port of
Trincomalee had been a fair number, the port had
done well. So, if you have made a profit in 1982, I
presume after June 1982 there would have been more
ships sent. The Hon.Member for Attanagalla
remarked that the port workers in Trincomalee and
Galle are idling. Well, I do not want them to idle and I
think you should keep them usefully occupied. I would,
therefore, earnestly request the Hon. Minister to
divert more ships to Trincomalee, and if he does that
probably, the financial performance of the port of
Trincomalee would even be better and you would
perhaps make a larger profit than you have done this
yeudr.

I do not want to comment very much on the trade
policy of the Government. My god Friend, the hon.
Member for Vaddukoddai (Dr, Neelan Tiruchelvam)
is due to speak after me. He will, probably, deal with it
in greater detail. But, I wish to say one thing. I did
read in the papers a few days ago a remark that the
Hon. Minister of Trade himself had made. He has
castigated the developed countries for practising
protectionism, in that our exports were not reveiving
an warm a welcome in those developed nations as he
expected. Though in fact the motto of the Hon.
Minister appears to be ‘ export or depart’, in the
context of world recession and the economic conditions
prevailing in the developed countries, I do not know
whether they would practice any less protectionism
thay had done in the past, and if that be so, I do not
know whether the Government would have to, at least,
to some measure, return to a policy-of reducing its
imports, At one stage, the policy of the Government
was that it was duty bound to satisfy the consumer.
Everything the consumer wanted had to be made
available and even if a particular item of goods could
not be locally produced. It had to be imported. But if
the balance of trade that is prevailing today had to be
reduced, and if developed nations continued to practice
protectionism, it may be inevitable that the
Government would have to return to a policy of
reducing imports and may be introducing some
measure of import substitution.

Thank You

1083 @& 25

324

08 08, DG endy 5 D (coB-sLHmn®)

(85, . erib, SEHE@YTGaT—eaai~L1renrELs)

(Mr. R. M. Karunaratne—Uva -Paranagama)

ab Bewfds woufin®R, cdgg gOm e
wlex 90m effduws mmn BRET gfa’ @
e &9 om €9 »Poner'd ofpFfos’m
e25dh.

BewTdn mln uwmsfnd

(GBy eu shorr)

(The Deputy Chairman of Committees)

@é QEHNTOD BRewds OB ey ®
poPsy i Bocl ¥ Doy o S BHnST Bxnd
omémd Dn muGw cerlm @G aE.

&6 98, DG Tl D Sungh

(B, i, erib, ST Ser)

(Mr. R. M. Karunaratne)

BrnE sol, cfee §mmonce LHoE BR8a I
o o8 vl Dod ved dumD gmdd eam
B, & gD 1982 & @S v’ HiBesem e¢wd
dom gt e@s’ dugondio DéTHT g2l o
Bem. & oy ¢8 wrfesds cfxlm . o&
PR Bewlds qRSntnl ¢@orened
Bue® BcBny &o&& § fed Lmpndd wds
e:oa%a*zsa w5 Newsl ol S8 By ¥ oD
co 95 23 ¢8 enBeser! @m odsfe .
o8 c® ghunf @dle wmee 1977 & o8 &8
1977 €0 1982 ¢’ @ Euld® ¢l @ wdéecwm a8

BHeRamen,

c2¢e ddmmeaed wfasTd mB oenmas
805 8d g Seme BBresn'O soua® o 8c® @a
Elcetems o @@Bn&: &déls» me. E«'d
8ewp GEser’ecory 8ead 20 ot e, ¥ e85
ceun® ¢ €88 Py Boun cwe ReAmd.
688 gblig D e §58 Bwud 80 S & ewey
=@ ct 880 Inp®icd genw FoAx A ) am
o 50 @8 Hedwin

e® ¢dmwerud g g wd wd gumyn wdaxfd
cury 988ec€ w® wd® Pxd HASE »g gy 8O
gl sl wmd, @8 & gunmon o Baslm
g PED. DY, el BDBom el M am
e@umnd emme oDge wtf &R BE eBgc® @
gummned 8 cuedal® gorwg Swm. ¢ Ded
Ew@ pumzy cems 85 e2ee®d fun’ Hoad
. & Gyl e 8@ Ben Lwid  ernens
erxewn SIdWICC Quen ¥ By Yo
geme e¥ge PuMBTCY §lus Beamd »@,
Gds pons g@nedst glind «B@ qlasd@
28 Borfery snen. ¥dondes @By eeom
Bty HEeC crod wBm cBegrfa BLE® Bddhemw
o BCewmnl dmondd wmenm FDICO o
esY 58 Bg e@odn,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



825

(8. 88 miiemdw'm dunm]

cegd BB Hexd 9w GBud cvad &0¢
Semgt O ED &, 1050 &. a8 8= 8g &. 12
€ Emeamd. B8 cdegeemed Bewslexm b
oyl 88 & B Sdn gpamy cems’ O
wPemnd eme ege @ummwsy Dl BBem
ety B3 cDeer®d qned Deonst ¢® edgas
€¥z¥ ¢d B Lheww DDesTHO wedH.
¢ Se'® méwm€ D i dwwd §nes eqsd I
GouB. Lunmnly d@hHE eduny ¥ 88 &g
e,

Bgn @éemn 8¢ & onEsEd®, e =8
e 2.8 =WCum o gud wdeC v fxd
e® 68 «® w@ ey Be—od®s Bee® gla
= @8@ B —e@d iy o 8 SHeam
88508 el wmi, s €@ o
2miey wdsfmd Bg 8§ Selmd. oh

e &Rumd eone edge wotd el

gE8eny Wd Hepm qew cufeleyf
e éssa a5y mudahan Resfmd s,

)
b

@

=&
263

8
B )
G

@

)

@@
EZeC

s 0@ o
;3 €0 (™
Hh @
%,o

@u@ exey w "t}"m d 25.50 o qzéﬁ:f HeD D,

C y € "e‘n@q s:%o.n wdnd gumm @ ":.‘Jca:?
= ecu 8¢ g o, [d, B8] qulm
R Gl%boy) "@ gud HE el m D, ¢8 H8 3@
Bly 8w b efHnSsy 89 &mslfesy
@:@Jﬁ‘u) qsh e8d qguld gPaxs efad. Lmow
GZen eded. GBwn eDmis @8 88
G50 WERD gR®mIT uen e’ ®mo eg®
& o 8REe BEwd@x cwicm sCw
& emCuels! Scde ocf B8x mimD.

%
g
6 U

©-a 2 D\

%;E
6 ¢
,ﬂ

=5 \Jm

2 @
0O
@ &

* b
(]
)
5
g}

ComnEE 88 cusldxsn A BFstg 1077 &m0 &
Baen. gut 9o eIl goen Spen. o g3
Eusfmt. @ Ju glwmm B az ¢f
big con’ 2. amw g Sed §l€n mofzf
e g g8 wlBE Bedw EBR®Ow ygemaw
cuwe axlesy cRueen® g@desf. & Comn aum
Flome® 2:8m, o R1G0.@ ged @lfn T ia
el mE, az’ €8 € wuim m@rfzusled o wbhem
Dol s Bces eby Exferl mxe. go <ed

eZge SO0 climed wdérfm €Dy FHowmd 8
&en v’ méea® @ 8wl »leom wrf®
A & 8EacE Eicus méemmm cluwl &8¢
DEG Yo exf&d Bl mdxTm ¢ OB, €9
gmn Wl e O fddew mEPmw
8 celBe wwwp wr'm e Hac gy  OD
o.m. O cedE® gows’ am guxd. e»edE.
g8 Hurlem <o glay e pwewn D &CO
amfan eI me alldy wéstxs 8zn ADE

Gozned Eefw EfCows’ Bawd 42 of emd200
8we® cCrdh ¢l gt dTenl® Bewslem
caemd® eerd decwl
HEEf el m Bz

e@slmy 6@ oz 8 e

e SYsl GlIOb R RN,

826

8o mnéane mEedl Licme BERER. my bl
B e Ban €0 amd Comned Bewms,
BE@emae D6 DEH e 120 = =@,
el wem eb€ Bmem oxlm M&D & GumnD
e enn @S gm® guwy m»law af
B Heanir wous Sdoewsy e¢® bl Beemn ©F8
efgeencld wirslme 1w, @sfe? TP Cozp
e ewmedsy exveuns elf 28w €:8. wdwd
I8 Bowpmc P« 952, m@y DESHsTm
&Y eesy qulednsy 8 it meEia
Bueis ¢l Bmawasls A qfi a3 a»
osfs g2lsf el ¢ eodcr Bae& 88
Exom orf®md @ guagd. e¥5'm ¢® mls
Dum&E €S0 ¢ Seavfem. g wsfy Smen
¢ow dem@ BIsY® Dued moFF € Swl, acsde
eefe @il m qaumm ComEd ©.CHw wm @
wyesf ?ﬁu::sbﬁjr_a. ef drfe emddiwswsf Hea
wEh, S .;Ele:mv €lE wd umGe cu & 8
@’ @ Eumd, =@y g2&e esmmnin
BEetd cond ol Bednd & c48 EnanosTmn Asa.
e8@uf o 68 ERow ool lumn® cud HReaslem.
el gl wERE e 8B8elexw cwgstunt
el Semn® B eaww’ ¢ i@ mw gaues

ENER &
1, €QEE®
2565?..3:;“,
en® Eef Hoemies
e @ HEP
&5

¢ d8e mdyE. 68 ZuE E-'@@?J@
D8, 1@ 8 HUen emdwwm®
E,iqcs:?s:’ epf:] DERE 2 g

Sy e chmmam Bemyn (emusl@ad)
(B, oyon is gaupruss—Csr S

(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake—Kotmale)

adé, Bewlds wwedn®s, Cac ocednm

ey el Feam ¢@omog ccm  @d

8zflewsy ewCewsl geusy 29m cem-mpmey
o s v cpde lsed e LEmE
—Progress 1982 - Ministry  of Trade and
Shipping- ®&.ct® gsd wrlemfs cExf» o

953, qsfzsi’m@w‘wzﬂ’@ gel eDee® Swam NS
wew: Bed®uw 682 wadd Hoesle oo
eR By 8w el cﬁ O e S Dl ey Sed
Of pfoc =@ @8 ma.  Bed®
5TE 8 Eeug B

oy N Loy
elx&. cwew Bouwd €2 gomonewsy, @
e D€ Eed Bu cDee® w8 Rzusy wenm

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



827

aof Dacws’ @ weds meg e cBeg®
Eue mém A ¢8 ecm doh, O cog®
ez —Balance of Payments— oy, end®
cdew 28 gume g8 pume B ¢8 acsT®
8. g2Bawm cdxnd 28 ¥ cdge wBmmBwnf
e Bwin’, 48 wmBur wi8wds wemsl®
€Den,

0d Bewlty wmudn®d), dade c2ges
e & BT amd Tan ozl g g8 ¢ orT®m
8o, Comncd @ el glu Beaymdig 25hez
caem Cunl S0BF »idy ofem muen. god
ed Beam ¢8 By c@®mihg, wmed @l G ¢IB
6B, reBe e (28 c@mg Bas 18NS T
¢ erferd mum. R0m eEiMed COBF e
GeBC e mdém G w@ddh o 89 Mg
o 2decesT® ¥ wndd dowl. ¢€ & wndd
eRsf = v Tme =655m [ ged
Bed B c2¢e® Enam B8 o m—
International Trade Promotions —dee e =5
e8xf wmenm GfSc ¢ eofm  oraw
wxf > B gorf GG amo o O e
cws 104 BT ge cni® gt exncicdsy m zd
8. wOmé o sROC ¢ o m 20 gdhg 5 o
e 10 = Benn om 2 m £odB »w 4 &
we oddh oy 8@, Bedn ¢Bep® Indm
HEPO e oty i Deds grvam SubEd O8xsT
S B ticen® a2 oy oéa n MmOBE.
09 K ghmmerdd 0wy wew eBx) =Em
BBy Smudmdé Saces) DEpe® Jue BED
Befers? cmncen cwlu pu®. ¥ 7@ vy
H89 wewn JedBews o8 Eu gu&, dx¢?
8 emcuny) ¢Bs BEmenns . I gecd
04 Be weaxlews) emmswmy cdm DHER
28, Emnsdmd Srcwsy O Beadm wddh
0@ Bwls MG

ged o gegfu w®AIDewzry oude @GR
pe tnddh Howw @ O Redm By @y evB
S 528w F2.8% ¥ 548 wddn Lo &I
e & 6®me wm® SO @ ¢ emn@8EC " wmIwl
“ARBE 8" mBwa i 8 éemnd :mBug 2@
n@feed 46D ¢Ds Dbecwrt gecd g ozl
Cotom émt. g0 dm Wi dxfmw e
@ 8 “S8EFE” dme BeaAwmd méows
Heamd Hecd® ge “edB cufR” dm Eud
B89 05 Vews? g8 goeddu eBxlixmg Bmu
s, g8 e oxlm . €8 Smmd ol
@R Eede ummwn M ccxd O 0B
astm B Ba gesz 8B 8O» “edd
efuens’ el ®". 4LBF Huvem§® 0 c® g
®Ed Bem. & ‘¢ elyeurfelilE G c@mg
méstes) Huw Sl edme ged <D eTEp?®
£24p £D:4w mé® ged ¢Ox D8 diBeusy ERNAR
eons! FEC 98 Scw Gih auf3® geay gl
Bedn “©Zm0” O cih 89 temz! ¥ e C
wst o, 08 B8s0c c®:me? g8 cPeg emedd
¢ ® o n Bon

1083 @& 25

828

cDee® Oy Drlesy mm. =
mce® 9 ecwemmpo Bedzrer, el BB
cO8 & cdew® ¢Bsf ge ¢ ecom ReRsd
ey, @l e8m ged Sgar’ cTnt
ged 42 g8 mP& @eTh men et Cleasy
e Bean e ¢8 @ ol B, ¥ Bl
g qooy =@désfm M W [and8es]
mgerlefd 00 HesIm oslesd  sen
I am not prepared. @® “ §ed2" wdz' ® wsy ey
Shon.

Bewulss mém smoBnd

(G eu stvai)

(The Deputy Chairman of Committees)

B 88wd B, Wé5T 5 Swd® B0 s
gy o D@ mHD wmd, arl 9D Eoatenle]
éxEn 5O cmned.

@5y ¢ e DN
(Bom. opev s Sowpritss)
(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)

08 68, @an e Eusl ud.

29 ol 0@ Buxtm =mOAB q¢ god
e qOBDY L¥wd wunmn grnds cus’
Heam a2 @88 @i vu B gudiw EwdET B3
Brn dm Bed 8BILBS ctawm @50 M8 Doy
—aB. 98, ofef. demx’ ewf “BEIO axFml”
Sl e comn gunmweds  eol—mduusy
1077 © eud Hhen gPe Rwd enl wdwd 8o &d
pEem elegu® “emsiedid " A88C eud
“ gBceied emmxfedid " £80T Mm@ ed®
cdp 8 B0 aAmemedhnin erndw, Ja
Db cewsS o, Oend@ Resow! I
gBnEew B, 86C @@nd i aodds
Dasws & ol s 9o iR mée HEY, da
“elemIB " B BeAmd. med fomm Fed
2D, gude 2Emmeds Rcamd. @ sesfew
BB, ¢8xf B8, den® 58 ¥ corlfped g8 @
pfss R e tcsy 98 Difews’ ged O
Ama Om 9 uwd vg w8 Bem 998 cBeHd
@8y,

gz “oBeidd ” ¢ Wi m V. T D DR
et ® tdem ¥ coxldy 9, Y0 2xCO
D8 DD B e el of ¥ BnH® T®
Bewldn eend » efumd @B Jded gmna
®e. ¥m 22857 m 8¢ ? 2wty gdd.
&8 I coxfddert Bw ydwmwn BedmD,
B F2) cox'd, s c@dw, Sevd TN
“efseman® @80 cosTimiin Bw On@ KT
&8y 3 8ol md. IO »Onduim RV

el ‘T e8" sl m® pelsenl8 s
“ 888cole! ¥ ¢ QrfBef 08 " M 0B8R "
exvens’ e F—[nAser’] e go &
Omd muen. @p Sedwler! oBdw Exd vBmA.
mEs mhsleed getd cocdd qlnl acy», 89 I
DE® Vel d96 vriBed exnedR.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



829 2 SCedsY D

Bewids b emsRNnd

(B o sdveui)

(The Deputy Chairman of Committees)

el T’ 057 8. Yl s et wELH
08 DY md wénT .

LY & Semhim SHm

(A yops s0pTLES)

{Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)

g Bew wfion gdo ¢o0ws ¢Sx oS
50 gPan ¢ co iy Bw 88 WPsy
sxsiew 0 oW =l m M/ &8 ydwen
A& gTeS 05 earl S gmdas ¢2s Wen o8
s €@ g2dided @ D& ecm P PE WE HDR.
wegd o€ @8 ety ¢RSHERD Pmem
L5 DY DD, 8 e BRew gmvwzm meny.

@2:8a Bey BEeDd2® (9HRT exfBcad)

(sarf G Fasr BopeQaaab—al HaCari o )

(Dr. Neelan Tiruchelvam—Vaddukkoddai)

Sir, the Minstry of Trade and Shipping is
undoubtedly one of the most important economic
ministries in Government. It becomes the focal point of
concern when we think in terms of declining terms of
trade or adverse trade balances, or pricing stability.
Constraints of time that apply to this Debate enables
me only to refer to some of the important issues only in
a tagential manner relating to insurance, the National
Price Commission, the Consumer Protection Act and
the policy of export promotion. I think I will confine
myself, because of the limitations of time, to the
question of export promotion. As the hon. Member for
Trincomalee (Mr. T. Sampanthan) has mentioned, if
adverse trade balances are to be reversed in any
significant manner the policy that is set out in the Hon,
Minister of Finance’s speech which he euphemistically
called realistic exchange rates, which is in effect a
devaluation exercise with a view to discouraging
imports and encouraging exports must be accompaned
by an aggressive export promotion strategy. I believe
the Hon. Minister of Finance has indicated to us that
the Export Development Board and the Ministry has in
fact formulated such a strategy. The elements of the
strategy have not yet been placed before this House,
and I urge the Hon. Minister of Trade to give us the
full opportunity to discuss this programme because it
is so central to the revival of the economy. If one
however, looks at the programme of work of the
Export Development Board, one sees a somewhat
incremental approach, a failure to come to terms with
the structural adjustments that the Hon. Minister of
Finance talked in terms of the manufacturing sector
and our traditional export sector.
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Now, with regard to declining terms of trade, the
Hon. Minister of Trade is soon to attend the UN
Conference on Trade and Development, where several
proposals of the international level are to be examined
in terms of improving the terms of trade between
developing countries and industrialized countries. We
have had the Hon. Minister participating in
conferences relating to the Common Fund, and other
price stabilization measures have been discussed by the
General Agreement on Trade and Tariffs. We do not
have time here to go into these issues in detail, but I
would like to urge the Hon. Minister at least at a
bilateral level to aggressively pursue a strategy of
reversing the adverse terms of trade with our major
trading partners. Take, for example, India, I think we
should aggressively pursue an approach where some
buy-back arrangements could be worked out with
India, so that manufacturing enterprises located in this
country can have some export outlets in India.

Similarly, in regard to the export of services, I think
the Export Development Board which is now being
allocated a sum of Rs. 250 million can give some
thought to developing our export services sector. There
are many other points which I wanted to make. I want
to suggest to the Minister, in regard to insurance, that
he consider a No-fault Insurance Scheme, I also want
1o suggest that in regard to subsidiary food crops that
he consider a guaranteed price scheme and that he
re-examine the role of the National Prices
Commission. The National Prices Commission had a
relevant role during a system of administered prices.
But, I think, he has to reconsider and re-examine the
role of the National Prices Commission. And, again
with regard to the Shipping Corporation, Sir, I read
from the figures in his progress report for 1982, that
Shipping Corporation is going through a very severe
financial crisis. I think the Minister has appointed an
extremely good Chairman. He needs to examine how
some of the agreements with regard to the
procurement the purchase of ships would have to be
reviewed to bail out that Corporation from this crisis.

Finally, Sir, T need to say one word with regard to a
subject and function which was not assigned to the
Hon. Minister of Trade when he took office in 1977.
That is the Mahapola Scholarship Trust Fund. T have
mentioned to him privately, Sir, that it is a stroke of
genius on his part in expanding educational
opportunities for the socially and educationally
handicapped in this country. I hope merit and need,
would remain an important element in the Mahapola
Scholarship Trust Fund. Thank you.
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The audited Balance sheet, Profit and loss Account
and the Directors’ Report are required to be filed
under the Companies Act of 1982, and G.C.E.C.
companies are incorporated under the Companies Act.

g. tm. 6.45

et RHne

( soiaui)

(The Chairman)

Order, please ! How long are you going to take ? you
are encroaching on somebody else’s time.

¢y ame 08 Somm
(B, welg o955050p50)
(Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali)

The Opposition can decide that.
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eGSR DE

{ B&vaur )

{The Chairman)

No No! Your Ministry Votes should have been
taken up at 6.30 p.m. You have already taken 15
minutes more.

CEP aDCHE oo,

(8. @5 osme5ap59)

(Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali)

May I get the consent of the House to continue,
Sir ?

S T

(s&vaur)

(The Chairman)

I think you will have to get the consent of the
Minister in charge of the next Head. How long will
you take ?

cCy e 8¢C Som,
(8. @l gsmxs0psdl)
(Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali)
In five minutes I will finish.

I was trying to identify the stance we have to take in
relation to all these things. All I say is, I notice in some
opposition speakers a pessimistic approach. They say :
this is going to happen, that is going to happen ; all this
is going to happen, this control, and that! They will
not happen. you cannot have import control in this
country, because the majority of the people in this
country are against it. So we have to think of other
ways. No government can survive in the future with
import control. But one thing I am happy about is that
there is in this Budget a very welcome straw in the
wind—welcome straw in the wind, which is that export
development is the key thing in any kind of economy.
Three or four years ago, to talk about exports as
development was almost talking about something
unusual. I almost feit at that time that I was a voice
alone. But, I do not feel that I am a voice alone today.
Everywhere in the country, right at the village level,
there is a realisation that that is where we have to
move forward, that export production and
development is the most important development
programme that we have. You will find with the
Mahaweli, when it comes on stream—it is not going to
make us self-sufficient in rice, because we will be
self-sufficient in rice before that-will have to involve
itself in the commercial side of export production. And
already I can see in certain areas of Mahaweli that
they have begun to do so.

On the other hand, there are people who will come
and give a completely optimistic picture of what has to
be done. It is very easy to come and say : “ Everything
will be nice and rosy ”. To me this has never been
optimistic. It has never been pessimistic. It has always
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been a challenge, one challenge after another. So far
we have survived. The challenges up to 1982, the
people of this country have endorsed as being correctly
met. I believe we can meet the challehges from now on
unitedly and resolutely.

As far as my Ministry is concerned, one of the happy
features in the last six years is that we have managed
to maintain not only in form, but in truth and reality, a
very open, united family in our Ministry. That is
because, although my Deputy Minister and I always do
not see eye to eye, which is a good thing—otherwise, he
will be superfluous or I shall be superfluous—we have
maintained the highest cordiality known in political
life in modern times. And to help me to do that, all the
officials in various Departments and Corporations
have co-operated with me. I thank all my officials for
whatever success we have achieved is in a large
measure due to them. I could start something and
leave it to them and sometimes they carry it forward
much further than I had myself imagined.

I find that that cordiality has today infected the
Opposition as well. Some Members have always shown
me a great deal of kindness. I hope that in the years to
come when we face these challenges we will all be
fighting them together, because no one, however
bright, can cope with that single-handed. One can
lead, one can think, one can imagine that the battle on
the ground is always somewhat difficult, somewhat
different to what we imagined when we began.
Looking back at the six years, there are many
problems that we have solved. There are a few still
tagging along. One is export. And that is what we will
have to deal with in the years to come. If we failed in
this hurdle, all the other nine hurdles we have cleared
will not be enough. It may be the last one, but that is
the compulsory hurdle to take this country away from
the dregs of poverty on to a modern, developed,
commercial nation, '

Thank you very much!

“61 2 Flvcud 1 Dm 98 wdny, HHDEDp Ewed
B G 73,50.000 = &ec cue¢ AmEd aRewW D¢ wow”
wm sw e IPen cly, wm s80m Sa

61 O GElecud 1 O D@ wlom, vwbhdins bwed
ceaEADesB emius Twd HAw wPed Rewlo Bdm cd.

“ gty 61, Aape@s Bilon 1, Banbaumes Cewadsrar
enur 73,590,000 gl avdmrilp Cridslufurs ¥ aaun @
BRESLULE gpoEtEsrarariiu g

staay 61, fapsfd Bk 1, BarGames Greey T
aulmriler LFBurs Qonsss s Srufe Oud e g,

Question, “ That the sum of Rs, 7,359,000, for Head 61,

Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put and agreed to.

Head 61, Programme 1, Recurrent
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

Expenditure,
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1 9m €2 ston—m@®ms s8ucma W edge emdénd
o Dr—geRm Dag®, &. 28,00,000

Pspsfs @i i 1 —Gurg Acarsepn usdluleri Ceae
SEH—HEsUGuTEL QFaey, esur 28,00,000

Programme 1.—Gemeral Administration and Trade
Information Services—Capital Expenditure
Rs. 2,800,000

“61 om Slgewd 1 Dpn ;B wOum, e Bui® e
. 2800000 @ @ic o AN e DY @BS” am
e e BRum GIm, s s8dm B

61 2 Aluwcud 1 o 8 utum, oM Sued cusc’Am
oud emin’ Wwfud BAe @wed Bewdo =dm ol

“* g8y 61, ﬁ?a@é&!‘g‘: B 1, yé500urpl. Qeaaydsrear
eptir 28,00,000 gt eidmriln CridsluBurs” oraut ofiey
HBEESLULE gpastsrareriin’ L g,

s&ny 61, faps@s Bk 1, yssiturml Orwey oyl
adwrulsr uEBurs @néss SO Bl oud c g,

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 2,800,000, for Head 61,

Programme 1, Capitai Expenditure be ingerted in
the Schedule put and agreed to.

Head 61, Programme 1, Capital Expenditure,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

2 Dy DB HOND—sNE DOYD Fudn DS m wDII»a
RES—umdDEmm Dagd, &. 6,28,000

Bepsfs B 2—stupluifle ydalmsBuye Cuiurhis
-—.L.é'ﬁiaf@ar@@ Geaay, epur 628,000

Programme 2.—Promotion and Development of Ship-
ping—Recurrent Expenditure, Rs, 628,000

“61 2, RIzzed 2 0 D2 ulnm, pH&HEow Suil
aew 4. 628,000 » §ic cuedamed mWew ©E wow'
wm ae'me Sdum ci, vw wdIm B

61 9 &Elwewd 2 D DR wlum,, wddPimm Swed
cusdAMmeud cxmdey wmBud H8e upes Becio wdm L.

gl 61, Bapd@g Bl 2, (BemBenes QoaedsTer
enur 6,28,000 oyl eudwruip CrissiuGors” ergye o
difss i’ @ aposOsrarerdio’ 5.

sy 61, AspsBs Bl 2, Lanlennes Qrovay g
amrufer uEBurs @urdesd s dbruleou e g,

Questior, “ That the sum of Rs. 628,000, for Head 61,

Programme 2, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put and agreed to.

Head 61, Programme 2, Recurrent Expenditure,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

2 2z G0 womd—mE DOum fagh HIY & DI
A3—geam Baed, & 26,31,33,000
Bapsfs Blod 2—sluplemfle opdelmsFuyh Cuobur@n
—ySaQur sl Qrwey, epur 26,31,33,000
Programme 2.—Promotion and Development of Ship-
ping—Capital Expenditure, Rs. 263,133,000

“61 D Slucud 2 Pm DB wlnm, FcE®» Twed wem
i 26,31,32.000 ey G0 e APed nweT mg gma” o
e me Edum i, uwm ugdm Sa.

61 O Rlweud 2 & LD wlwm, Ged» Bucd cueddm
Gud cmOnd wifud DA Nl Bodo ém ¢l
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“ g3ty 61, Bapsfg Bl ik 2, ysslQurn. Qeaoydarar
epur 2631,33,000 i almilp CeidsouBurs” ogun ol
iBds B gppasGarerarliilL g,

sy 61, Aeps@g Bl 2, yésUQurmil Qraey gyt
awlmmiisr LEHBLurs Qndsd s tamele L’ g

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 263,133,000, for Head
81, Programme 2, Capital Expenditure be inserted in
the Schedule”, put and agreed to.

Head 61, Programme 2, Cepital Expeiditure, ordered
to stand part of the Schedule,

3 O DD wdrm—ged HEE8 cwidmn MPae Baw I
HIe—um&Dinm Bagd, &. 10,00,00,000

Paipéfs Pieid 3—@ppog urgyemayd B gangd Qewp
uRgga—1Lar@aucnes Graey, esur 10,00,00,000

Programme 3.—Implementation of the Infant Milk Foods

Scheme—Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 100,000,000

“61 2 Aluwoxd 3 Dyp DD wWOwm, pmSHEdmm Dacd

sgm & 10,00,00,000 = S¢e crodADwd pPew B¢ aRe”
w gw e Bum ciw, sw wddwm Ta

61 Om Flxead I Bm» 2@ wlom o»&HDEnm Eeld
creCanexd emind wmud Bla gpsd Sowla wé» ¢l

“Catiny 61, Ragps®gs Bl 3, devBares Geoveydsrar
enLar 10,00,00,000 oyt audmreln Cerdsiini@ers ” ergid ofien
HBEs LD apusQarererii L g,

sy 61, BlEpd8ls S 3, WerBoymes Qoo syt
admrufer uEFurs @erdss sl Bl ol g,

Question “ That the sum of Rs. 100,000,000, for Head

61, Programme 3, Recurrent Expenditure be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put and agreed to.

Head 61, Programme 3, Recurrent Expenditure,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

62 22 Alvs—~uDod SIS ccuime@Tmd

1 8 D12 wOrd—udel wn ¢my G CHWLSCHE—
vmsHSdnn Swed & 25,68,000

By 62—siualssr uBareri B&mwréserd

Aspd@g Bl 1—silusfl Op sl Srérl. dsellsr @5
auraih—tEairRareEs O raey emitT 25,68,000

Heap 62 —DEPARTMENT OF THE REGISTRAR OF COMPANIES

Programrpe 1.—Administration of Companies and other
Ordinances—Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 2,568,000

462 D Glvces 1 O DR wdem, pHHDSsm Bwcd
sem & 2563000 @ @¢C CYOC ADEI aWew o gme”
an g e 8dum cfy, wwm udIn Ba.

62 9 Gfxcud 1 B H@ wdwm, LP&HDEMmn Swed
coodAnced emind miud Bla goud Recio émd ¢

“ gty 62, Pepsfs P 1, LarBenes Qeaadsrar
erUr 2568000 op: adwrlp Ceidsiu@urs” ergnb eflgy
dlfdsul @ apmuasdsrerersiul L g,

slony 62, Pepdfis Bl b 1, Peaveunes Cravey ople
adwrifler uESurs Brdsd sl Bl Oul g,

Question, * That the sum of Rs. 2,568,000, for Head 62,

Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put and agreed to.

Head 62, Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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63 B Blvu—3S¥ed udd eciNc@I DD

1 95 DD wROHm—uwEd oD siacHe—EnSHDimn
Bucd, & 75,33,000

By 63 —oyrariis aupmsd Siwéserid

Beps®s Bl 1—aypmsp Croasallar [FHoarso—
e Gaumes Geway, esur 75,33,000

Heap 63.—DEPARTMENT OF GOVERNMENT SUPPLIES

Programme 1.—Administration of Supply Services—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 7,533,000

“63 D Admzwd 1 D WR wOmW, pHHVEDH Tagd
sgm & 75,33,000 © 8¢ cuedAMsT qWET DE gD
wm g e DEum CEN, sw s@dn fo

63 2 flwoad 1 Dm D@ wIn®, LP&HDIN® Buld
coedamesd emiu wmlud H8a apued Dewlo =dm ¢

* sy 63, Pepifs Bl b 1, SeirQaumes Coraaydsrar
our 7533000 i awdmulln Ceidslufors ™ eropib ey
dRsaiu @ appERasrereriiil L g,

sy 63, fepsfg Bloin 1, Farfenss Qewy gle
adwrley u@HBurs @Edes &L el Ol g,

Question, * That the sum of Rs. 7,533,000, for Head 63,
Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in
the Schedule”, put and agreed to.

Head 63, Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

1 9 &8 wdvn—muedd el D uSuicPu—OCR®  Bwcd,
& 13, 85,000

BPsps®sg Hloan 1—aypnsp GCroasaflar Brmurdio—

SEsLQuris Qaey, esLir 13,85,000

Programme 1.—Administration of Supply Services—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 1,385,000

“63 B Glwoud 1 D D@ vdrm Ged® Suid uem
& 1385000 = ec cuedamed gmewy D¢ ane” om
e’ e Bduw cfyY, uwm wddm B

63 o REused 1 Dw D18 wlom, Gcd® Buwed® ctedadw
ol emindm ©ifuC e aed PHewde mén ¢l

“ sty 63, PEpiRSP 1 1, s Quriml. QrvoydaTar
pur 1385000 o evdmwriSp  Coidsiiifhiers” argin ey
ifEsiu’ B gpusdsrerarii’t g

sy 63, depéfgs Sl 1, asa0burm. Qeaway oyt
adwrular UGBurs FHéssd s LSl ou e g,

Question, * That the sum of Rs. 1,385,000, for Head
63, Programme 1, Capital Expenditure be inserted in
the Schedule ”, put and agreed to.

Head 63, Programme 1, Capital
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

Expenditure,
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64 O RSBV — PWeam I YUPw HCH
ecanlmedsy 3o

1 2 J& wlon—onPem W guUMa® LSSLICRNE—5DG
imm Bug® & 27,43,000

gt 64—@BpsEuns aipwSs sC@hurle rerd
5% & avom 1o

Bepifsg Bl ih 1 —Qpécwd appud Aearsc—D>Ean@
apEs Qeavey, erur 2743,000

HeAD 64.—DEPARTMENT OF CONTROLLER OF IMPORTS AND
ExPORTS

Programme 1.—Administration of Imports and Exporfs—
Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 2,743,000

“6f 9 Flduewd 1 D A wdunm,, E»SHDEn®» Ducd
sem &, 2743000 » gec cveCamed amew g gL ”
wmd o e DIdum cIx, swm uddy Sa

64 2 S3vced 1 2 R wOn®», BP&H2Enm Boid®
CReCADIGR emduw mIud HBa apud Howlo 2im cl

“ sty 64, Raps@ls Sin 1, HarBase; Ceaeydsre
epLir 27,43,000 oyt auderullp Cridslufurs” erapin ey
BE s B apoEtsrerardiu’ L g,
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 2,743,000, for Head
64, Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted
in the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 64, Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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Programme 1.—Administration of Imports and Exports—
Capital Expenditure, Rs. 3,000
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Question, “That the sum of Rs. 3,000, for Head 64,
Programme 1, Capital Expenditure be inserted
in the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 64, Programme 1, Capital Expenditure,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule,
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Goavey, entsr 12,895,000

HeAD 65.—DEPARTMENT FOR DEVELOPMENT OF MARKETING

Programme 1.—Marketing Administration— Recurrent
Expenditure, Rs. 1,289,000
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Question, * That ‘he sum of Rs. 1.289,000 for Head
65, Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted
in the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 65, Programme 1, Recurrent
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

Expenditure,
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1.—Marketing  Administration—Capital

Programme
Expenditure, Rs. 2,75,000
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 275,000, for Head

65, Programme 1, Capital Expenditure, be inserted
in the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.
Head 65, Programme 1, Capital Expenditure,

ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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<. 92,49,000
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enuT 92,409,000
HEeap 66.—DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

1~—Trade Promotion—Recurrent Expen-
diture, Rs. 9,249,000
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Programme
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Question, *“ That the sum of Re. 9,248,000, for Head
66, Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted
in the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 66, Programme 1, Recurrent

Expenditure,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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HeADp 67.—DEPARTMENT OF COMMIDITY PURCHASE

Programme 1—Purchase and Sale of Rubber. Tea,
Coconut Products, other Commodities and Formic
and Acetic Acids—Capital Expenditure, Rs. 1,200,000
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 1200,000 for Head

67, Programme 1, Capital Expenditure, be inserted
in the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 67, Programme 1, Capital
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

Expenditure,
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Hess 68.—DEPARTMENT OF INTERNAL TRADE

Programme 1.—Adiminstration of Price Control
Weights and Measures and Consumer Protection
Laws—Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 10,876,000
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Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 10,876,000, for Head
68, Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted
in the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 68, Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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Programme 1.—Administration of Price Control,
Weights and Measures and Consumer Protection
Laws—Capital Expenditure, Rs. 806,000
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Question, “That the sum of Rs. 806,000, for Head
68, Programme 1, Capital Expenditure, be inserted
in the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 68, Programme 1, Capital
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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Heap 69.—REGISTRY OF PATENTS AND TRADE MARKS

Programme 1.—Administration of Code of Intellectual
Property Act—Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 1,383,000
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Question, *That the sum of Rs. 1,383,000, for Head
69, Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted
in the Schedule”, put, and agreed to.

Head 69, Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.
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Heap 187 —DMINISTER OF STATE PLANTATIONS

Programme 1—General Administration and Promotiion
of State Plantations— Recurrent Expenditure,
Rs. 363,000

EefE S e T

."_5&?...\1@1,.':" )

{The Chairman}

The vote on this Head will be taken at 8 p.m.

g5 dacmB Comn (glmmed @)
{ Blem. eaiginer mudQETIy —y 5 5T L6

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody—Attangalla)

I move,

“That the Programme be reduced by Rs. 10”.

I think we have been talking very much about the
State plantations, tea, rubber and coconut. This is one
indication that we have to be more realistic in
organising the plantation Ministries that are there, for
the simple reason that we find that there is a mixing up
in these Ministries and their functions. I do not think
there is any difference between the JEDB and the
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SPC. They are both the same. I suppose, it is because
of that that there is only one Deputy Minister
appointed now. However, there is a slight
diversification in that the JEDB carries some sort of
livestock farm under it, while the new tea crop
rehabilitation scheme is coming under the SPC.
Beyond that there is no difference. Hence, in this
Debate we may be echoing the same points over and
over again and, I think, it is an utter waste of time. In
fact, I do not know how I should start and how I should
end ! It is not the fault of us. It is actually the fault of
the Government and the Governmental organisation.

I must say that one sector that has been handed over
to the SPC is rather important because it brings us to
the question of the old Plantations Ministry which
existed during the time of Dr. Colvin R. de Silva and
Mr. Ratnasiri Wickremanayake and which did a
massive task in this country by taking over the
plantations from the Britishers to Sri Lankans. This
was a very difficult task.

One can perhaps realize the difficulty that we had at
that time. Everything then was British : from the point
of ownership of the land, the plantation right up to the
consumers’ and it was all British. One does not realize
this. The land was British, the tea plant, the rubber
plant was British. Rubber was tapped or tea was
plucked by nen-Sri Lankans. It was controlled by the
Britisher at the plantation end. The produce was then
brought down in British lorries and sold through
British brokers ; it was bought by the Britishers ; the
letters of credit were opened by the Britishers and
handled by the British Banks. It was exported in
British ships, taken to the British go-downs, sold by the
British wholesaler or retailer to the Britisher and also
drunk ultimately by the Britisher. There was nothing
Sri Lankan then. I think most of the hon. members of
the Government do not realize what a formidable task
it was to break into the entire concept of the
British-only plantation that existed then. So, one has
to look into that aspect.

At that time where did we come in ? The poor
Finance Minister used to come here once a year and
say, “I wish to have an ad valorem tax. i wish to have
some sort of medical cess for the workers”, Beyond
that we did not have any control whatsoever. Then the
challenge came, as mentioned by the Minister of Trade
& Shipping a few minutes ago—the challenge was
whether we were competent to handle all this or not.
Then gradually the land was taken over and the money
was paid. I think we have completed paying all the
money. There was an agreed minute with Mr.
Tomlinson, and ultimately everything was paid and
finished.

1983 @&z 25 852

Now, the estates are Sri Lankan property. They are
Sri Lankan owned ; they are Sri Lankan controlled ;
they are Sri Lankan managed. Everything now is Sri
Lankan. But it was a formidable task for us to bring
this about overnight. I suppose, at least the
Government must realize that now there is nothing
British in any of these plantations. They are all Sri
Lankan. And we have made a great achievement,
which no other country in the world achieved, by
taking over especially a money crop like tea which is
still the number one money earner in this country.
Therefore, Sir, it is our duty to see whether we are
maintaining these estates properly. To my mind, I
know there are a lot of problems with regard to the
planters who are working on those estates. I do not
want to come here and complain about their misdeeds
and their good deeds. But the Hon. Minister knows.
The only criterion which either of us could follow is the
profit and loss account. Beyond that we can hardly go
into the subject, because it is a vast subject where the
SPC is concerned. (Interruption.) 1 hope the Hon.
Minister will place those facts in this House, because
there has been a gradual loss in profits where the SPC
is concerned.

Very recently, Sir, I think the Government has given
a long-term loan of Rs. 750 million. Am I right 7-to
the SPC. It was given by the Treasury. Now that was
capital expenditure. (Interruption) You have
increased the capital. It was only Rs. 10 million at that
time. but now you have increased it to Rs. 750 million.
Now capitalization means, Sir, you are going in for
borrowing. That is what you are going to do. Why did
you do that ? Because you want to be viable enough to
go for borrowing. Why are you going to borrow ? This
is the next important matter. Why are you forced
today to go to the banks to borrow ? While, at the
same time you are going to get a massive IDA loan for
our diversification of Tree Crop.

Now, Sir, I would like the Hon. Ministers to go into
these matters very carefully, for the simple reason that
IDA loans are soft loans. But, at the same time, when
these loans are being taken today at these prices,
considering the present devalued state of the rupee and
when you are going in for further commercial
borrowing, one has to be extra careful, and to consider
whether you are going to run these organizations at a
profit or not. You will have to pay a massive interest
on these loans that you are going to take. Therefore the
proper utilization of loans, especially when it comes to
a case of crops which are going to be your mainstay or
income for the country for the next few years to come,
has to be ensured. Therefore, I would like, ia this
speech of mine with regard to the State Plantations, to
confine myself to the loan aspect which would very
soon be a problem where the payment of interest is
concerned. I would like the Hon. Minister to let us
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have the conditions of this loan. The IDA loan is a soft
loan, we know that. So this is one aspect of it. Are you
going in for commercial loans and if you are going in
for commercial loans, what are the conditions of the
loan ? That would of course depend on the future of
the Tea Diversification Scheme and also on what you
are going to do to that entire up-country area, where
you are getting the best flavoured tea in the country.
The day you lose the profitability of that part of the
tea, especially when it comes to the up-country teas,
then you must remember that there are enough threats
from the world, as for instance, from China and from
Bangladesh. The biggest threat is from those
countries. I do not say the aroma those teas is better
than that of Sri Lankan teas. I do not think so. I think
we still produce the best flavoured tea, the best quality
teas are our up-country teas. Where the up-country tea
is concerned we are getting good prices. Of course
where the low-country tea is concerned because the
ligeur content is very high, the Middle East is
purchasing our low-country tea. I know Egypt is a
prolific buyer of our tea today. Iraq is a bug buyer and
so is Saudi Arabia. They all buy the low-country tea. I
do not know what has happened to the mid-country
tea. I think, we will have to wind up the mid-country
area because our Australian tea market has declined. I
do not know what has happened in that area but
certainly we have to be careful not to lose these
valuable types of tea, the low-country and up-country
liqueured tea and the up-country aromatic tea.

Therefore, 1 would like to urge the Hon. Minister
once again to look into the profit and loss aspects of
each estate. That is where we go wrong. Every estate
has to be looked into and a tab kept on every estate.
That is really where the operation should be, some say
that there is a lot. of money being devoured at the
Ministerial level. That may be true. But the crux of the
matter is how you keep a tab at the estate level, at the
lowest level. A tab has to be kept from the thotam level
right up to the Ministerial level but the more
important spot is at the estate level. I hope the Hon.
Minister will please enlighten us on that subject on
another date and when the 1982 annual report is out
we would like to know how you have disposed of the
IDA loan and the other commercial loans that you
have taken because we are interested in the subject.

g oem. T
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Qrf yenisd FHLh)

(Mr. Harold Herath—Minister and Deputy Minister of

Janata Estates Development and Deputy Minister of
State Plantations)

Mr. Chairman, I think we have sufficiently
discussed tea and rubber this morning and I think it is
now time for us to shift to something else.

I would like to refer to a few points raised by the
hon. Member for Attanagalla (Mr. Lakshman
Jayakody) who was somewhat disturbed about the Rs.
750 million borrowings, where we were going to
increase the authorized capital of the State Plantations
Corporation. 1 can assure him that there will be no
borrowings on this Rs. 750 million. We are only going
to capitalize the value, the assets of the land tranferred
to the State Plantations Corporation from the Land
Reform Commission.

The other matter he raised was regarding accounts.
We maintain accounts in each estate separately — the
profit and loss account — and I am thankful to the hon.
Member who always discuss matters regarding tea,
rubber and coconut, and I always listen to his advice.
He wanted to know whether I ever looked into these
accounts. I think that is very good advice. I will make
it a point, whenever time permits me to at least go
through the accounts of each estate at random.

Regarding the matters mentioned by the hon.
Member for Agalawatta (Mr. Merril Kariyawasam), I
will certainly look into those matters. I am sorry about
the Kalutara District Development Plan. It is correct
that the plan was not accepted in principle by the
Development Secretaries due to difficulties in raising
the funds, but I can assure the hon. Member that the

1083 &% 25

860

third International Development Association project
will cover the Kalutara District and this project will
come into operation by 1984 and continue till 1988.

Regarding the matter of refuse tea being sold as
fertilizer, at the moment sales of refuse tea are
prohibited as it has resulted in malpractices at the
auctions. There had been adulteration of tea while in
transit. This matter will be considered further because
I personally feel that the request of the hon. Member
for Agalawatta (Mr. Merril Kariyawasam) is a
reasonable one and I will see if it can be
accommodated.

There is another matter I wish to refer to. The hon.
Member for Attanagalla was very proud about
nationalisation and said that everything which was
previously British was now Sri Lankan and said that it
was a massive operation. It was indeed massive ! The
plantations happened to be one of the most valuable
assets of our country. I do not think there is anything
more valuable in our country than our tea, rubber and
coconut lands. They provide foreign exchange ; they
provide employment and they provide the livelihood to
millions of our people.

We are an agricultural country. I do not think Land
Reform was ever contemplated or mentioned in the
1970 Zlection Manifesto of the SLFP. There was no
mention of land reform at all, if there was the result
might have been different. If our people, the Sri
Lankans, were made aware of the fact that the 1970
Government, when they came into power, was going to
touch land, it might have been entirely different.

& . 7.20

Then came the insurrection, the uprising, and the
then Prime Minister gave this package deal —land
reform, take-over of tea, rubber and coconut estates,
estates which had been for generations developed and
well managed and were the life-blood of this country.

I would like to ask the hon. Member for
Attanagalla, did they, when they planned this massive
operation to drive out everything that was British,
think that they were going to drive out everything that
was British ? I would say it was not everything British.
There was a lot that was Sri Lankan. It was the people
of this country who were affected, people who had
toiled on the land, who had planted it, who had
developed it for generations. They were deprived of
their livelihood overnight. They were thrown on to the
roads. They were deprived of their homes. Their
furniture was thrown out. They were given neglected,
decrepit marshy lands though the Law said, “ You can
choose your fifty acres ”.

Was he aware of the suffering that the Government
was going to cause and did cause to the people of this
country ? Of course, Of you did something to the
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British, it is very good — imperialism had to go from
this country — but immense damage was done by your
Government to the planting community of this
country, the land-owning community of this country,
the people who developed the plantations of this
country. You are also one of the victims. When history
is written some day about the Governments that
governed this country in the post-Independence period,
their principle and policies, I think the 1970 — 77 Sri
Lanka Freedom Party Government or the United
Front Government will take a very prominent place for
the entire ruination they caused to the tea, rubber and
coconut plantations of our country.

They caused utter chaos in the plantation sector. Did
they have the machinery, did they have the expertise,
did they have the necessary set-up when they took over
these lands ? They put the cart before the horse. They
just wanted to do this to appease the people, to
suppress the uprising of the youth. They thought,
“ This is all what we can do — there is a cake that has
been baked over the years ; we will cut it and distribute
it, and govern not only till 1977 but if possible for a
number of years ”. I do not think that is anything to be
proud of.

Do you think you have gained anything in driving
the British from Sri Lanka ? Where are the British
now ? Can you suppress cleverness, expertise,
knowledge ? Can you drive them into the sea ? They
have gone to Kenya. Today our biggest rival in the tea
markets of the world are the Kenyan teas. Who have
grown the plantations in Kenya ? Most of the people
who went from Sri Lanka. Over the past ten years
Kenya has doubled the acreage under tea. India over
the last ten years has expanded tea acreage by 25 per
cent. How much have we expanded in the last ten
years ? Where our aereage is concerned the increase is
only 2.4 per cent. We are limited in our land area. I do
not think we have any more suitable land to plant tea.

Now we have to increase our production. Now we
have to put the house in order. The utter chaos in
which they plunged the plantation sector of this
country, this Government has been called upon to put
in order. We are very fortunate that we have
knowledgeable people. The people who are in the State
Plantations Corporation and the Janata Estates
Development Board are mostly drawn from the agency
houses — planters as well as administrators. We are
very fortunate that even at a late stage the plantations
came under His Excellency the President as the
Minister in charge. The largest acreage of state-owned
tea and rubber comes under these corporations. They
are two of the largest corporations existing in the
Island today with a workforce of 500,000, Now it has
become a massive operation on our part to undo
overnight all the damage they had done to the
plantations of this country.

SO EaT 862

I think Presidential Commissions are set up for very
minor things. If we are going to assess a charge
according to the damage done to the people of a
country by a government. I think one charge the SLFP
Government cannot escape is the charge that they
ruined our plantations.

CN @Y duemmE Do

(Bm ospwer sguaGsry )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Will you make that prposal to your Government and
bring us to book ?

WP D e iy Dwmwm

(Bam. anran’ Canrg)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

You all must be saturated with charges. If we make
further charges—

CNE0xY Suowmd Doz

{ ,53@5 GO LOGAT Ruslsry )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

If he is not prepared to accept the challenge he
should not make those charges.

WMEE D e éy Swmmn

(8. apre. Caprg)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

You want me to make a proposal tc the
Government ?

CN Fosy SwemmB Do

(B @spner RuEtarsy. |
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

You do it. It is your Government.

WECE 2 e S Donm,

(8. sorer. Cavrs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

It is for the Government and for our leader, the
President, the Prime Minister and the Cabinet to take
this up. 1 am expressing my personal views on the
Floor of this House.

CH I Luemmd Dwmy
(Eh ampiner B ERsTy )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Your personal opinion.

Wmdd D e dw @omy
(Bw. avrol. Canrg)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

This is my personal opinion.

That is one of the charges I think the Government of
1970-77 should face. A country is entrusted to a
Government by the people to improve their lot, to
improve their well-being, to improve their economic
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standards, to enable them to live in peace and sanity.
All these things they lost overnight. I think from the
verdict of the people at the 1977 clections it was
evident that your land reform, your distribution of
lands forming colonies right round all estates, did not
make your Government popular. Now we have to
streamline the administration of these estates which
were taken over by you. I think the hon. Member for
Attanagalla must be aware personally of this fact that
you have established colonies round all the best estates
in this Island. I am sure the hon. Member is aware how
difficult it is to administer all those estates where there
are colonies at least on one boundary.—(Interruption).
Oh! you must only ask a land owner. anyway, we do
not go into those facts.

As you are aware, Sir, Production is going down
because of administrative difficulties even in the
private sector today, leave along the State lands. The
State Plantations Corporation, I think, has done well
not only in 1981 but from the day they took over these
lands. They have taken over lands from the
Janawasama, the Usawasama and the LRC
co-operatives, and they are managing from 1977
onwards. They are running at a profit, and they have
increased production year after year.

I think the hon. Member for Attanagalia was very
keen about a straightline of increase. I think the State
Plantations Corporation has achieved that because I
find that year after year their production in tea and
rubber—

CH T LuommB Qumm

(B aspner suwsQsry.)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

They have finished their reserves. They have now
gone in for an overdraft. Do you know that ?

WMEE R o Swmy

(B@. apré. Cavrg)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

I will tell you why they have gone in for an
overdraft.

CH Es dacmmid Dnmn

(B, avspner mustlsry )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

After the last Government fell in 1977 they had
reserves. After that they finished their reserves, and
now they have gone in for an overdraft.

wmeE R ol Snun

(Bcw. avren’ Comrs)

(Mr, Harold Herat)

Naturally, with the chaos in which they took over
these lands, I think, frankly speaking, the plantations
have had a very narrow escape. I think, we should be
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thankful to this Government for having brought the
plantations at least to this level today. We are on
overdraft. Sir, the factories on these estates had never
been renovated. They had never been improved, not
from the date of land reform but even prior to land
reform because the foreign companies, the rupee
companies and the private land owners had what you
call pre-land reform jitters. They never fertilized these
lands. They never improved the factories. There were
no renovations. It was only after these estates were
handed over to the State Plantations Corporation that
we have started fertilizing and improving our own
assets. These are national assets. Today, these estates
belong to the people of this country. I am very happy
that the hon. Member for Attanagalla mentioned that.
It is all Sri Lankan. We are proud of it. We have to
improve these assets. We have to improve the land. We
have to improve the factory. So we are pumping in
millions of rupees.

Now,Sir, we will take, for instance, one area—factory
development. The processing of tea and rubber in the
SLSPC is done in 185 tea factories and 98 rubber
factories most of which were constructed prior to
World War II. There had been neglect due to the
threat of nationalization and non-replacement of
obsolete machinery. The SLSPC has now completely
modernized 33 factories in the Hatton District under
the Tea Rehabilitation Project 1, and 39 factories in
the Galle-Matara Districts which will similarly be
modernized under the Tea Rehabilitation Project 2.
The effect of these improvements, I think, are felt
today, both in the JEDB and the SPC, by the prices
that we get for our tea. We are getting very good prices
for our tea, and of course for us to reach this position,
both corporations had to operate on overdrafts at
certain points, and I think we are on the way to
recovery because our tea and rubber crops are
improving. We are planting large acreages of tea and
rubber.

F @ 745

I was very happy when the Plantations Ministry
Votes were taken up because there was a question as to
why rubber production was going down, and the hon.
Member for Attanagalla (Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
gave a very appropriate and correct explanation: I
think where rubber is concerned we are re-planting at
too fast a rate. But, these have to be done at some point
and we are spending large sums of money and our
assets are improving.

The State Plantations Corporation has also invested
in a palm oil factory costing about Rs. 25 million
which will come into operation in about May this year.
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The barometer by which you gauge the performance,
especially of a State corporation handling tea, rubber
or coconut, is the production per hectare or per acre.
This evening we are taking up the State Plantations.
We find that their average production per hectare is
much higher than in the private sector. In fact, it is
very much higher. So, that means that their
management is good. | have gone through most of their
reports. They have fertilized most of their estates in
time and have gradually increased their production per
hectare in tea and rubber. They have improved the lot
of the plantation worker.

I was very sorry to hear from the hon. member for
Agalawatta (Mr. Merril Kariyawasam) about some
estates and the living conditions of some workers. Yet |
would like to mention to this House the amount of
money this Corporation has spent on doing up these
houses for the work-force. In 1977 the State
Plantations Corporation has spent Rs. 7.8 million on
630 housing units ; In 1978, Rs. 17.7 million on 1,110
housing units; in 1979, Rs. 30.2 million on 1,442
housing units ; in 1980 Rs. 13.1 million on 583 housing
units,

As I mentioned earlier, in addition to this, like the
JEDB the state Plantations Corporation has increased
the wages of the work-force by nearly 200 per cent. We
calculated that from the year 1977. :

They have also taken a keen interest with regard to
the welfare of the workers and have encouraged sports
activities amongst the plantation workers by holding
sports meets at regional levels. This has resulted in
three plantation workers representing Sri Lanka in
sperts events at international level. This has narrowed
down the gap between the estate workers and others
and they have been merged into the normal stream of
the population in the villages that surround these
estates.

In conclusion, I have to thank the Chairman, the
Directors and officials of the State Plantations
Corporation. I know the Chairman is a very amiable
gentleman ; he has a very efficient General Manager
and equally efficient Directors. With regard to his
Regional Boards, I know he has very close contact with
them. I think he is having a very close touch with the
Regional Boards, the Chairman and the Directors and
with this very happy family, I am sure I will be able to
expedite the aspirations, not only of this House, but of
the people in improving the plantation sector of this
country, specially where tea and rubber is concerned.

Thank you.
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“187 Doy AZucwd 1 D» DD wdnm, LM&HDImm Dued
sgm G 363,000 © Bie cved ADed gmew me wpa”
<® gama SPum cin, ww =f@m S,

187 Sm Alueud 1 2 2D wdnm, o»HdEDsn Sucd
cuoC amoed cmdun wicd Bic ged Bowda @ém cl

“ sl 187, AapsfgH b 1, (EarBaings Qe darar
erur 3,635,000 oyt adamdp  Cerdsliufurs”  sowb o
aifssiu’ § aposlsrereriiuc e g,

sy 187, BAspsR Gl 1b 1, Fam@amss Graay gile.
winrdsr usBurs Hmsss s Bl o g,

Question, “ That the sum of Rs. 363,000, for Head 187,
Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the
Schedule ¥, put and agreed to.

Head 187, Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure,
ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

2 O 918 wlam—&Ys DBE wed 8D wm dmm, D w-d¥am
267 cu (i@ BEC wm O g@d mceES—geam
§we®, <. 8,66,00,000

BspsfsEC L b 2—marsr Corii YLD T 5 DL, oy
QuipsCarit diser o §gsn e DB G ew o geld
uptd g ellcn g Bupb— s s SPuT Bl Qraay, ertir 8,60,00,000

of and Assistance
and Janatha
Expenditure,

Programme 2.—Development
to State Plantations Corporation
Estates Developmenht Board—Capital
Rs. 86,000,000.

“187 2 Slweud 2 Dm YD wem, VAP Bu® wew

. 8,60,00,000 = Sic credADEO @peW DEe D" @B
g e 8Pusmn ¢§y, ww wddn e

187 2 Glwcud 2 Om L@ wdw®m, §CIm» Swed cuedadm
ocf emlusy wmCud Bie yRuwd Bewde Bdm cl

“slaliy 187, BepEREB b 2, wEE Aurm Qs UG BT G
eHLT 8,60.00,000 't euimnds Caidslriurs” s gub aian
SREs B oo ERsTar eriil e 5.

sloliy 187, Aeps@iR L 1b 2, BEs TR Grevay gye.
Qs ailer LB urr s Bordss s drul Oud g
Question, “That the sum of Rs. 86,000,000, for Head

187, Programme 2, Capital Expenditure, be inserted
in the Schedule ”, put, and agreed to.

Head 187, Programme 2, Capital Expenditure,
Ordered to stand part of the Schedule.

@ w145 O, =3CedM o0 yodu D¥m odpn BN
omsRnd Jowdiey 9w Ba.

mda b godc Him 2dd; mOn ddI@ 1983 @i
29 2 goni D,

Gprib 19. u. 745 verflur@efic Cou, Hupalar LAFalr LHS
GBS @EuEurm @ stvwi yE@areargBasim SEDEyr.

@uddarg uffady gyhddsi L g ; 1fsrEh &Qarg,

QrFdveurdi@penin, 29 iord 1983,

It being 7.45 p.m., the Chairman left the Chair to report
Progress.

Committee report Progress: to sit again on Tuesday, 29th
March, 1983.
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ADJOURNMENT

9. BxTun’d cueddh Tumm
(8. e, dlsrEarn QuUBrzr)
(Mr. M. Vincent Perera)

1 move,
“That the Parliament do now adjourn ”

p na B2um ciy, umudon T
ey dAfssu’ B apwilarerarit 5.
Question put, and agreed to
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868

2580 20 ¢m=cd ¢ o 750 9,
1983 @@ 17 O 9 wwm =d8Ba @b, 1983
@Zm 29 S qoxédg @ o 10 O» ongf
oy Jewea.

ymering, 18, u, 7.50 wafld s LIT T (GHLr 63T
pib yseng 1983 wrd 17, BT Dpanons B
wrars @ pRewms, 1983 wré 29, Qreveun L&
@pentn p. U. 10 weflamr S4Fousaic
.

Adjourned accordingly a1-7.50 p.m. until 10
a.m. on Tuesday 29th March, 1983, pursuant to
the resolution of the Parliament of 17th March,
1983
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E e 0D Gream e 98x wHd.
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Sy BEspustrs Qarar. Gr@ewu avereri uBour SAumes
1983 quAS 8, Qawrels@peund@ 195 5TD
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in this Report
and the copy containing the corrections must reach the Editor of HANSARD,

not later than

: Friday, 8th April 1983
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