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A Tribute to Mr. Ponniah Kanaga- sabapathy

on the Eve of his 75th Birthday.
We implore the Almighty to bless Mr Kanagasabapathy on
his 75th birthday wishing him sound health and mental peace
in the years ahead to continue with his mission for many
more years. It is opportune to recollect at least a few achicve-
ments as far as I know about him during the past 40 years.

Some are born great and some have greatness thrust upon
them. But Kanex as he is known to his friends and colleagues
has achieved greatness through hard work, dedication, and
humility. These noble qualities make him out standing among
his peers.

He is a man of many parts. He served in different capacities
during the past 50 years or more. He started his career as a
teacher of Zoology at Mahajana College Tellipalai and re-
joined the same school as the principal few years later.
Though he was compelled to leave the school early for per-
sonal reasons he made his impact as a successful teacher and
principal during his tenure.

While in Nigeria soon afterwards he distinguished himself as
a teacher of Agriculture a new field, for few years before he
was elevated as an Education Officer in the Sokoto Ministry
of Education, in recognition of his dedication to duty.

After emigrating to Canada the state Ministry of Education,
recognizing his zeal, acumen and dedication to work, hand-
picked him to the Ministry of Education as an Adviser to
Lankan Tamil parents with children, having learning diffi-
culties, due to multiple displacement in their home country.
Though retired officially, Kanex is active both day and night
even today. Now he has transformed himself as an author of
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books on recent scientific developments pertaining to human
biology in general and genetics in particular. Besides, he is
writing articles and reports in diverse fields to magazines and
weekly newspapers not only in Toronto but in many other
countries where there are substantial Tamils settlements.

His latest strategy is to educate the young and the elderly peo-
ple in his own inimitable style with a blend of the latest sci-
entific developments, soaked with humor, so as to encourage
all to keep abreast with recent developments in scientific re-
search. He was invited to participate in the Tamil Research
Conference as a delegate, held recently in Madras.

His concept of social life is something I always admire. He
and his family as a whole are very hospitable. I have also ob-
served that Kanex would continue to starve many hours until
his invitees turn up for a meal, sometimes several hours after
the appointed time. Similarly, he has also a habit of giving
visitors a warm send off, walking together up to the gate, ir-
respective of weather, time or social status.

His contribution in the literary world would have been enor-
mous had he not been encountered by the untimely demise of
his better half and his beloved son in their prime years imme-
diately after their resettlement in Canada.

Being associated with him for several years, I am optimistic
that he will continue to carry on his literary work.

- Pooranasanthiran
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