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Endrenrum Punnagai

There exists a certain eeriness in silence. A kind of peace, tranquility and
beauty. Amidst that beauty was my grandmother. She is a quiet woman;
very soft-spoken, kind, caring, helpful, with a breathtaking smile, but
above all...she was relentlessly resilient. Her unwavering strength during
the toughest years of her life, and her unconditional love for my grandfa-
ther, amongst the love for her three sons is something I have witnessed
my entire life, Unequivocally, she would always be the last one standing,
the last one eating food after everyone has finished, and to me, the last of
her kind who embodied the epitome of what it meant to be a loyal wife, a
loving mother but an unbelievable and unbeatable grandmother. How-
ever, she was always the first who deemed it necessary to endure all those
positions of being the “last one”. That is who she was. “Was”; a term we
use for the past, for something that is ‘no more’, a word I dreaded my
entire life when it came to my family. So instead 1 want to say she still is.
That is who she is. It may have been the times in which she was born and
raised in that made her be self-sacrificing woman. Nevertheless, she did
not know how to be any other way, other than making sure everyone
else’s needs were taken care of before her own.

Ammama is otherworldly, a kind of enigma that I could not solve, I never
understood how that soft-spoken and quiet woman could be brimmed
with an incredulous amount of vitality. She was hell-bent on making sure
her grandchildren were taken care of. “Gfwr urmsvd @r” Or she would
say “mmb Gunssais@st mamw maubsstls | ubwrL Gamsoseusi I She
would whisper over the phone and make sure Amma found out every bad
thing T did. The irony was if she ever did something silly and T asked her
about it, she would turn her head around and look back at me, her face all
coy with a childlike mischief written all over and say “sibwibwngrGer |

I remember as a child, every day she would sit me down and force me to
learn my times tables. We started each morning in the summer, from two
to fifteen, till eventually I could recite the entire book by myself for her. 1
remember hating it. Math was never my strong suit, but she never gave
up. Until T got it, she would wait and wait encouraging me to (inish. She
was like that with everything though. When she taught me how to read
and write Tamil she made me go over and repeat each letter, the sounds
they made, forcing me to perfect my pronunciation. She taught me how to
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read the names of animals, colours, daily objects, constantly sounding
out each letter alongside with me. One day that turned into reading
and finally forming sentences. Sentences became paragraphs,
paragraphs became whole pages, and those pages turned into books.
She had such a knack for progression and helping other with that
momentum. There was no room for reverting when it came to us in
her life; T always had to move forward. I call that determination. Her
determination to instill in us the values of what makes a person good,
and her determination to fight this long fight. In the words of
Tennyson:

As one who feels the immeasurable world,
Attain the wise indifference of the wise;

Her autumn into seeming-leafless days—
Draw toward the long frost and longest night,
Wearing her wisdom lightly, like the fruit,
Which in our winter woodland looks a flower.

In an autumn with no leaves and in a long drawn out winter,
Ammama is like a spring flower that blooms amidst the cold. She
breaks against the surface of the first frost, and will not stop growing,
till the warmth and good days come. This woman taught me about
what it meant to have patience, and to learn to let go of hatred. She
taught me to appreciate the little things in life, for they will not come
again. Today, T want to leave you with this from Elisabeth Edwards.
Within the chaos, “she stood in the storm, and when the wind did not
blow her way, she adjusted her sails”.

I love you forever and always Ammama.

Priya Yohaseharan
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My Dearest Ammama

Ammama... Yogambikai... Joe. Appapa always called Ammama Joe,
as a short, sweet nickname. Joe, short for jyoti? Light. The oil lamp
we light before we pray to God, the sun’s first brightest rays that
awaken us in the morning, the beautiful soft eves of my grandmother,
all radiate the same, warm, divine light. She had lived with me for
almost 20 years of my life, and from the moment I could recognize her
as my grandmother, until her dying days, those eyes were still so
beautiful... so real.

I laugh and smile a lot (so I've been told by many), usually
maintaining a pleasant face. When I think about it, my whole family
is that way. But, the woman with the most softness, most glowing,
most pleasant smile would have to be my Grandma. Every time 1
think of that smile, it brings me back to the days when 1 was between
4 and 16 years old, where I can vividly remember her smile that
softened my heart all the time. She would always call me to eat or to
drink milk and I remembered always getting annoyed as a teenager
because I would tell Ammama that [ wasn’t hungry or thirsty, but she
would always insist! She would then come peek into my room and
warmly ask me to eat again, and with that beautiful smile she always
flashed, wheo could say no?

Being born in Canada, 1 know my Tamil may not be as perfect as 1
would like for it to be, but a lot of people say that it is very good,
when I speak. But what many don’t know is that I also know how to
read and write Tamil. At 9 years of age, Appapa and Ammama both
spent a lot of time with me during my summers off, to teach me how to
read and write the language and I could not have been more thankful
and grateful for that.

I am very proud to know my language and because of them, 1 will be
able to teach my future children and preserve our culture and values

as much as T can. This was all due to Ammama’s patience. This
unwavering patience that made learning so much fun... I could never
forget that mature patience she always exuded, whether it was towards
me, or towards her husband, or her children or to anyone. I'm sure that
patience is also what made Ammama so easy to love and look up to.
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Ammama, I don’t know how you got married at the age of 16, and
learned as much as you did throughout your life, all by yourself. You
knew how to raise your children, you knew how to handle Appapa,
but more importantly, you knew the meaning of sacrifice. You
sacrificed a lot, and even through any hardships that came your way,
you graciously used your smile to tell everyone that you were always
fine. The sincere love you showed everyone, the heartfelt way you
embraced everyone, the gentle words you spoke to everyone, will
never be forgotten. I remember all of those things, more than the time
you fell sick.

My Ammama went through a lot of hardships after being diagnosed
with her illness. It changed her... sometimes she was irritable,
sometimes she would not speak. Through those forgiving eyes, I saw
pain and longing. Longing to get better. I saw questions in those
eyes, about why this was happening to her, and then I could no longer
look into those beautiful eyes anymore, because T had no answers.

If I looked into those eyes for too long, my eyes would have begun to
water. Every time I looked into her pining eyes, I couldn’t imagine
what she was really going through. Her smile was gone too. But not
completely.

One day when I stayed overnight with her at the hospital, I was
talking to her about my future. Then she talked to me about my
childhood. She told me that when I was a little girl, 1 did not like to
drink milk and sometimes I would leave for school without drinking
my milk. “You left without drinking your milk! Bad girl”, she said,
I started laughing and then I saw her smile... I saw her smile several
times when I spoke about things that made her happy about my
future, and my heart would light up just like her eyes.

My grandparents’ relationship could be full of quarrels and bickering
to some, but behind those quarrels was the deepest love that I have
ever seen. In fact, in some ways it reminds me of myself. Both of
them, equally could not live without one another! Ammama, even
during her sickest, dying days, would still continue to ask Appapa
whether he had eaten or not, or had gotten the food he liked to eat and
always put his needs before hers.

Every time, every day, every minute. Her dying words were that she
was going to go, and that he should come after. Appapa’s still living,
but living through Ammama’s memories, the poems he had written for
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her, and the dreams in which Ammama comes and goes. God decided
her time was done on this earth, all for good reason, and so now, I live
appreciating these beautiful memories of such a wonderful woman
that I was privileged enough, to call my Ammama.

Ammama, you will always, in some way, be a part of my life: my past,
present, and future. I don’t know where anyone goes after death, but
what I do know is that you will never leave my hearl. You will always
be remembered, but most importantly, you will always be truly loved,
because true love and benevolence was something learned from you.

Your Loving Rums

:
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