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The fallacy of the Diasporas
being the legacy of the LTTE

“Throughout the ages the Sinhalese and Tamils in the country lived as distinct sovereign people till they were
brought under foreign domination: It should be remembered that the Tamils were in the vanguard of the strug-
gle for independence in the fullconfidence that they also will regain their freedom. We have for the last 25 years
made every effort to secure our political rights on the basis of equality with Sinhalese in a united Ceylon
........... .”. The late SJV Chelvanayagam, the leader of the Tamil United Liberation Front, in January 1975.

Contrary to what is made out in the Sinhalese chauvinist
media, the Tamil clamour for a scparate State was not born
yesterday nor did the LTTE militancy materialize just like
that for terrorism’s sake. It was the logical and inevitable
outcome of nearly half a century of oppression of the Tamils
by the Sri Lankan State and the denial of their basic demo-
cratic rights with its apparatus being the best recruiting
agency for Tamil militancy. The more the violence against
the Tamils the more youth joined the militant movement.
The idea of a separate State, Tamil sovereignty and the
dynamics of the concept of sell determination therefore were
not originally conceived by the militants. They merely
inherited it and gave practical expression and a credible
ideology to it. The development of this phenomenon should
not to be viewed in isolation but in its true perspective.

Distinguishing the Tamil nation as separate from that of the
Sinhalese especially in consequence of the 1972
Constitution, the historic Vaddukkoddai resolution of 1976,
made aflter 25 years of national oppression went on to state :
“This convention resolves that the restoration and reconsti-
tution of the Free, Sovereign, Secular, socialist State of
Tamil Eelam based on the right of self-determination inher-
ent in every nation has become inevitable in order to
safeguard the very existence of the of the Tamil nation in
this country.” This will be discussed later on.

Until the political unification of Ceylon in 1833 as recom-
mended by the Colebrooke Commission the Kingdom of
Jaffna with its capital in Nallur was separately ruled from
the rest of the island. The British believed that their empire
would never be dissolved and began a process of
consolidation providing amongst other things greater
mobility of labour in their plantation interests as envisaged
in Colebreook’s reccommendations which also sought to
dismantle the caste system.

In his well rescarched article captioned: “The Malvana
Convention of 1598, and other historical conventions”, with
courtesy to the Daily Mirror, 15 February 2010, Anthony
Hensman writes: “Let us turn with relief to the hard,
testable, provable, empirical world of scientific historical
theses. Here we have the benefit of three historical docu-
ments of immense weight and indisputable authority and
veracity i.e. the Malvana Convention of 1598, the Nallur
Convention of 1616 and the Kandyan Convention of 1815.
The first was signed in 1598, on the one hand, by King
Philip 11 of Spain [ of Armada fame] as king Philip 1 of
Portugal, in his capacity as king of Portugal and , on the
other, by the nobility of Kotte assembled in
Malvana............In like manner the second was signed in
1616, on the one hand, by King Philip 111 of Spain[son of
the former] as King Philip 11 of Portugal in his capacity as

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

king of Portugal, and on the other, by the nobility of the
kingdom of Jaffna, assembled in Nallur, whereby the later
freely acknowledged the sovercignty of King Philip and
swore fealty to him as King of Jaffna, by virtue of the
conquest of the kingdom by the Portuguese forces in 1ale6.
Here again, it may be noted that the contracting parties are
the King of Spain, as king of Portugal, and the representa-
tives of the people of the kingdom of Jaffna, an independ-
ent, legally constituted, diplomatically recognized, political
entity - a sovereign state. There is no mention of a state of
Ceylon or Lanka or any other name.......... By these two
treaties the Crown of Portugal came into possession of the
two scparate states of Kotte and Jalfna, and they were so
governed by the Portuguese crown as two lerritories.........

In 1948 with independence, power in Sri Lanka shifted
from the white Sahibs to the black imperialists. Prior to
that, in November 1945, when D S Senanayake, the then
leader of the State Council and the leader of the Ceylon
National Congress later to become the United National Party
leader and Prime Minister in the first government of
independent Sri Lanka, in an attempt to allay the fears of
the minority communities about accepting the new constitu-
tion made in Whitehall with his connivance for Ceylon,
stated: “......... On behalf of the Congress (Ceylon National
Congress) and on my own behalf, T give the minority com-
munities the sincere assurance that no harm need vou fear at
our hands in a free Lanka” The Tamil members in the State
Council believed this assurance and unanimously voted for
the (Soulbury) constitution which ushered in the new inde-
pendent Sovercign state of Sri Lanka in February 1948.
Little did they suspect that Senanayake did not mean one
word of what he had said.

In consequence of the 1976 Vaddukkoddai Convention, the
Tamil pecople overwhelmingly voted the TULF into power at
the 1977 general elections as the sole representatives of the
Tamil people enabling its then leader A. Amirthalingam to
become the leader of the opposition in the Sri Lankan
Parliament. The answer to this was another devastating
Pogrom organised and conducted within a few weeks by
the Sri Lankan State apparatus under the Jayewardene
regime. This was one in the train of such Pogroms from
1956 1o 1983.

The passage of the Act making Sinhala as the only official
language in 1956 saw the formation of the nucleus of the
Tamil Diasporas the world over, and thereafter, every act of
discrimination and State sponsored Pogrom as a response to
Tamil demands made constitutionally, the Diasporas of the
Sri Lankan indigenous Tamil people augmented and began
to swell in corresponding proportion. The diasporas repre-
sent in large measure the extension of (Contd. on pg 33)
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Sri Lanka’s New Parliament
Must Drop Emergency Laws

Says Amnesty International

Sri Lanka's [irst post-war parliament must get rid of draconian emergency
laws that have allowed for decades of widespread human rights abuses,
Amnesty International said today.

Ahead of the first sitting of Sri Lanka’s first post-war parliament on April 22,
Amnesty International is calling on Sri Lanka to lifi the State of Emergency
that has been in force almost continuously since 1971, and to abolish the
Prevention of Terrorism Act and other associated emergency security laws and
regulations, replacing them with human rights-friendly laws.

The emergency laws grant state authorities sweeping powers of detention
and permit the use of secret prisons, a practice that encourages human rights
abuses like enforced disappearances, torture and death in custody, which
could constitute crimes under international law. In the last thirty years,
thousands of Sri Lankans have spent years in detention without trial.

Over the past year, the government has increasingly used these laws to

crack down on journalists, political opponents, and trade unionists.

" Sri Lanka must repeal these laws and end impunity for human rights
violations if it wanis o move forward," said Madhu Malhotra, Amnesty
International's Asia-Pacific deputy director. "The Prevention of Terrorism Act,
the Public Security Ordinance and other emergency provisions in Sri Lanka
cnable security forces to systematically violate human rights."

Since the war with the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) ended almost
a year ago, Sri Lankan legislators have continued 1o extend the State of
Emergency on a monthly basis. Successive governments have ignored calls for
repeal of the Prevention of Terrorism Act.

"The war is over. Perpetuation of the emergency is now just being used as a
weapon against political opposition, and as a quick fix for poor law
enforcement practices and a dysfunctional justice system," said Malhotra.

Amnesty International is calling on the new parliament to press for the release
of people detained under Sri Lanka ‘s emergency laws unless they are charged
with an internationally recognized criminal offence, and are tried in regular
civilian courts to international standards for fair trial.

Background

The emergency laws reverse the burden of proof when it is alleged that police
obtained confessions under torture, The Public Security Ordinance, Prevention
of Terrorism Act and emergency regulations also shield officials from prosecu-
tion for actions taken under these laws, provided they acted "in good (aith."
In July 2006 President Rajapaksa issued directives 1o the security forces aimed
at protecting the human rights of persons who had been arrested or detained.
Although the emergency regulations do not require the government to publish
places of detention, the president ordered that a person under arrest be
"afforded reasonable means of communicating with a relative or friend to
enable his whereabouts being known to his family"; for the Sri Lankan
Human Rights Commission to be informed of the arrest and the place of
detention in each case within 48 hours, and for Commission members to visil
those arrested. These safeguards were never effectively implemented.

Bevond concerns about the nature of legislation and the government's failure
to rectify shortcomings, Amnesty International is concerned that the security
forces have used the general threat of their wide ranging powers under the
emergency laws to intimidate people. Because they provide for vaguely and
broadly defined offenses such as "terrorism," the emergency laws have also
been wvsed to restrict freedom of expression and association, increase pressure
on human rights activists, journalists, trade unionists and others holding dis-
senting views.®
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* Grade 4 — Mathematics —
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and multiplication.
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* Grade 2. Mathematics — Collect
and organize categorical or discrete
primary data and display the data
using tally charts> concrete graphs,
pictographs, line plots, simple bar
graphs, and other graphic organizers,
with labels ordered appropriately
along horizontal axes as needed.
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Accident Benefit Specialist

204-80 Corporate Drive, Toronto, ON. M1H 3G5
Tel: 416 290 6200 Fax: 416 290 6201
email: info@ablegalspc.com
www.ablegalspc.com
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Phone: 416-494-4777

Cell: 416-888-1198 NIMAL VINAYAGAMOORTHY
Fax: 416-494-4050

E-mail: nimal@nlraccounting.com

Certified General Accountant

2525 Pharmacy Ave. (Pharmacy & Finch), Toronto, Ontorio MW 2K2
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S.P. Importers

Fresh Fish & Meat
2853 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough

416 261 4737

Furniture & Mattress
2859-2861 Lawrence Av. E.
Scarborough

416 266 3077

Grocery
Vegetables

2863 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough

416 261 3881

Video & Audio

2865 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough

416 261 3881
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Dr. Shan A Shanmugavadlvel & Associates
LOIBLY . FadiipdHaigBaisv

* Orthodontics * Implants * Cerec Crowns

LD&BEm6T (D@ QFwIgev, '@\bLlemTestn'
fElgemaseiled serLmailed LullesTn L6V 6u(HL
SiemILIeU(LPETET GHHLDL LIV emeudlwiy.

RAINBOW VILLAGE DENTAL OFFICE

2466 Eglinton Avenue East, Unit:7
Scarborough, Ontario. MIK 5J8

Monday to Saturday
Near Kennedy Subway (Rainbow VillageBuilding)

(416) 266 5161

Main Square Dental Office

7-2575 Danforth Avenue

Toronto, Ontario. M4C 1L5
Dr. Shan - Thursday {morning)
Dr. Yao San (Tue, Fri & Sat
Dr. Brian (monday)
Dr. May (wednesday)

(416) 690 0121

I\% _COmpul‘ek Gnuege

S BUSINESS

HEALTH CARE TECHNOLOGY
wwwcomputek edu

If you are :

n  Currently receving E.I benefits

m  Received E.I within past 3 yrs.

m Just finished / received maternity benefits within past 5 yrs
You may be eligible for HRSDC funding

to upgrade your skills

NEY}! LOCATION
MARKHAM !

Diploma

Early Childcare Assistant
Network Engineering

Personal Support Worker (PSW )
Computerized Accounting
Business Administration

Medical Office Admin (MOA)

Certificate

MS Office, A+, C/C++ , Java
AccPac, Quick Books
Simply Accounting

Markham Campus
Markham / Steeles

905.471.3344

(On Steeles,1 Block East of Markham Rd)

Scaborough Campus
Kennedy / Sheppard
(North-East Corner)

416-321-9911
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Toronto Campus

Kennedy / Eglinton
N/W Corner, Above Library

426.285.9941

I PLEASE NOTE THAT NOT ALL THE COURSES ARE AVAILABLE AT ALL THE CAMPUSES.
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ucation Funds

SAVINGS PLAN
sevald Gafliyd a5’ Lib

Your are eligible to apply for
and Education Savings Grant
of up to $7,200 per child

Your savings are more safe
and secure

Your can start with a
small amount

it's a more flexible plan

EDUCATION IS
A GREAT GIFT FOR
YOUR FUTURE GENERATIONS

2_RIBT L1115 ST
sl 16 Bl @_midmar
AT TR SR BTE APl 5

Www.KERUDAVIL.COM

Personal Income Tax
Small Business Income Tax
Computerized Returns

Grophie Land - 647219, 7574

S.Ganthiy

B.A.Srilanka
Enroliment Officer

416. 841. 1866

416. 955. 9303

TAMILS' INFORMATION May 2010

Elder abuse among immigrants a
growing concern

Greater Toronto community workers are becoming increasingly
concerned about elderly immigrants sponsored to Canada and then
abused by family members.

Though not a new phenomenon, elder abuse is seen more frequently
by workers in immigrant services. The marked increase has been
noted since Citizenship and Immigration Canada, under a funding
agreement with Ontario in 2005, began investing more resources in
seniors” English classes, drop-ins and recreational programs.

“Many of our immigrant seniors dont have an idea what elder abuse
is,” said Maya Roy, executive director of Newcomer Women's
Services Toronto. “The issue only comes up in a group when people
meet in class, get to know each other and start talking.”

In once case, a woman was sponsored by her daughter and son-in-
law from Sri Lanka in 1995 to cook and clean the couple’s house and
babysit their two children.

The Toronto woman, now 76, was not allowed to talk on the phone
or have visitors. Her savings were seized. The son-in-law, an
alcoholic, once pushed her so hard she fell on her back. She was then
taken in by a distant relative.

“I didn’t want to leave the house because [ was very attached to my
grandchildren,” the woman said through a Tamil interpreter. “They
said they would send me to a nursing home so I wouldn’t see them
again.”

She said she never contacted authorities because she felt ashamed
and afraid.

Between 4 and 10 per cent of seniors are estimated to have
experienced abuse, but there are no good statistics to gauge the
extent of the problem, said Teri Kay of the Ontario Network for the
Prevention of Elder Abuse. Numbers by ethnicity are non-existent,

“The issue is just beginning to come out of the closet,” Kay said.
“And for immigrant seniors, the cultural differences add to the mix of
language barrier and other issues to access help.”

In a report released Monday by Toronto’s Wellesley Institute,
Ryerson University prolessor Sepali Guruge studied the abuse expe-
rience of 43 elderly immigrant women from the Tamil community.

The report provides a snapshot of the mental, physical, emotional
and financial abuse, as well as neglect that immigrant seniors
experience at the hands of loved ones. Respondents even spoke about
sexual abuse along with threats, control and neglect by their
children, in-laws and spouses.

Many stayed with the abusers [or a variety of reasons: “children’s and
grandchildren’s welfare, financial concerns, language differences,
transportation, community expectations, immigration sponsorship
(obligations) and the lack of information and difficulties in accessing
services,” said Guruge. (Contd. on pg 29)
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Elder abuse...
(Cnid. fro pg 26)

Settlement agencies also cited
recent cases they have seen:

* A son removed his ailing grand-
[ather from hospital despite a
doctor’s objection because the
elderly man was a visitor with
no health coverage and the son
would have to pay.

¢ One man stele money from his
mother because she didn’t know
English and let him do all her
banking.

* A woman removed the burners
from the stove to prevent her
mother-in-law from warming up
her food after a dispute between
the two.

Saadia Akram-Pall of the Rexdale
Women’s Centre is part of a net-
work of social agencies that
formedPrevention of Elder Abuse
and Community Education in 2006
to address the issue. She said
resources are limited and the best
they can do is bring these seniors
out of isolation through recreation-
al programs. Unlike child abuse,
there is no mandatory reporting by
a third party for elder abuse.

“You can’t even call a program an
elder abuse program. We have to
call it a senior safety program.
Otherwise, no one would show
up,” said Akram-Pall.

Immigrant agencies said frontline
workers, friends and neighbours
must be vigilant.

“They should speak to the (sus-
pected victims) alone because the
abusers are always with them.
They have to pay attention to non-
verbal cues,” said Kay.

The network launched a 154-lan-
guage senior safety phone line in
April 2009 and received 4,500 calls
in its first year.
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The fallacy of...

| the collective consciousness of the Tamil
| nation and their continuing aspiration to
| free themselves from the yoke of an oppres-

sive Sri Lankan State ,

The new government in their attempts to

| reach a settlement to the national question,
! whatever that means, cannot afford to

ignore the fact that the Tamils are a secular
nation having a cultural tradition, an ethnic
identity, a distinct language, a shared his-

| torical experience and a defined homeland.

No “reconciliation” can be achieved by
force, intimidation or thuggery. As an
immediate measure the IDPs must be set-
tled in their homes now being gradually
taken over by the military. Indiscriminate

| arrests, unlawful incarcerations and killings
| of youth suspected as terrorists without
| proper trial must stop, Young women and

mothers must be allowed to go about with-
out the fear of being raped and killed with
impunity. Places of religious worship of the
Tamil speaking peoples should be respect-
ed. Criminal elements and political wayfar-
crs should not be thrust upon them as their
leaders. They should in the least be afford-
ed the respect that human beings deserve,
The noble Lord Buddha‘s image should not
used as a scapegoal to establish archeologi-
cal untruths to distort history. Any form of
sacrilege of the image of Lord Buddha, ven-
crated by the world, and its abuse should
not be regarded as the sole prerogative by
any nation, a group or an individual.

| History has a tendency to repeat itsell.
| Tamil Eelam is an overarching concept

under which Tamil Diasporas function
politically, a concept outlawed by the Sri
Lankan constitution, now in the process of
being adopted by common consensus in the
countries of their domicile. Tt is even held
by some apologists of Tamil Eelam that the

| Tamil - Sinhala struggle is part of the con-

tinuum of the war between the deified
Aryan king Rama and the demonised Tamil

| king Ravana an erudite scholar and an
| exponent of Tamil carnatic music, who is

said to have ruled over most parts of Sri
Lanka, . But this is mythology. As an aside,
however, the greatest violinist, the late
Yehudi Menuhin held the view that the

| original version of the violin which Ravana
| called “Bahuli” or the “vVahuli” was invent-
| ed by him. So much for the Yugayas.

To say that that the Tamil Disporas are a
legacy of the LTTE is to give them much
more credit than what is really due to them.

(Courtesy: Eelam Nation, Online journal)
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