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Tamilnet Opinion Columnist Chivanadi

'Eezham Tamils to act for themselves'

Political, social and economic movements, firmly rooted in national aspiration and democratic in structure,
but placed above pseudo electoral politics in the island and power machinations outside, are the need of the
hour for Eezham Tamils in the homeland and in the diaspora. Specific tasks ahead of them range from infra-
structural nation-formation to damage control of the on going ‘development” onslaught. At least some core
movements of Tamils need to keep collaboration, international crisis engineers and aid funds at arms length
and hit the bullseye in alternative ways by independent and ingenious handling of the little resources of
Tamils, writes Opinion Columnist Chivanadi. The Global Tamil Forum (GTF) that is meeting in London is
expected to fill the vacuum Eezham Tamils face in the island and in the diaspora, he says.

Speaking at the House of Commons the British Foreign
Secretary David Miliband said Tuesday “I will be addressing
the forthcoming London conlerence of the Global Tamil
Forum to encourage a forward-looking, constructive
approach.”

Even though one is not sure to what extent Miliband’s ideas
of ‘forward-looking” and “constructive’ would overlap with
righteous aspirations of Eezham Tamils, he made a point in
the House of Commons by prioritising “ a fully inclusive
political process 1o address the underlying causes of the con-
flict” and by saying that peace can only come aboul through
this process.

Not surprisingly, Colombo’s time-tested genocidal system
didn’t fail to react to Miliband’s statement in the House of
Commons Tuesday and to his address to the Global Tamil
Forum Wednesday.

International community shouldn’t deceive itsell and deceive
Tamils on how Colombo is conspiring to address the ‘politi-
cal process.’

Meanwhile, timed for Eezham Tamil diaspora efforts and
Colombo’s imposed elections in the island, the International
Crisis Group (ICG) came out with an extensive report nam-
ing the diaspora as 'Sri Lankan Tamil' diaspora, an imposed
identity the diaspora always resents as a disgrace 1o it.

As though they know better about Eezham Tamils in the
island more than their kith and kin in the diaspora, the ICG
says the exhausted Tamils in the island are more concerned
with rebuilding life than continuing struggle for an inde-
pendent state and their gap with the diaspora Tamils has
widened.

Tamils know well thai the situation and the ‘scale of defeat’
mentioned by the ICG were deliberately brought out for the
very purpose of nullifying independence by many lorces in
the international community with inputs from outfits such as
the ICG itself.

If the ICG is honest in its assertions why doesn’t it ask for an
independent referendum among Tamils in the island on this
matter?

Writing on democratic initiatives of the diaspora, the ICG
says as long as they don't criticize the LTTE, most Western
governments will remain sceptical of the moves of the dias-
pora.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

First of all Tamils should know the ‘truth’ to decide whom
should be criticized the most.

When asked on war crimes and whether Mahinda Rajapaksa
should be indicted, the former UN spokesperson in Colombo,
Gordon Weiss said, “Well 1 think, as is the case with war
crimes, it’s a question of the chain of command and where
the buck finally stopped.”

Tamils need to know who gave ideas to the LTTE and who
gave confidence to Colombo for all what had been executed
and where the buck of the ‘internationalised crisis’ stops.
Tamils will be thankful for the 1CG investigating and telling
the ‘truth’ and saving them from coming out with superficial
criticisms.

The diaspora is unlikely to play a useful role supporting a
just and sustainable peace in Sri Lanka, until it moves on
from its separatist pro-LTTE ideology, says the ICG, adding
that “while Tamils have the democratic right to espouse sepa-
ratism non-violently, Tamil Eelam has virtually no domestic
or international backing.”

The ICG also says diaspora’s moves will only feed fear and
provide excuse for Rajapaksa administration to continue with
destructive anti-terrorism and emergency laws.

What are the ideological premises of the ICG when it implies
a long-standing cause for independence is ‘unjust” and the
excuses of state terrorism is reasonable? How sure is the 1CG
that the independence move, for which it uses a biased and
negative term ‘separatist,” is only pro-LTTE, when the aspira-
tion for total independence has been democratically demon-
strated by the Eezham Tamils before the times of the LTTE as
well as even today?

Eezham Tamils in the island or in the diaspora have no moral
obligation to play any useful role for a united Sri Lanka or
through that to be useful to the interests of any international
‘backers.’

Tamils organize politics for themselves- for their own politi-
cal, economic, social and cultural emancipation. It is struggle
that reforms and rejuvenates a nation. Advising people to
become vegetable through defeatism may suit those who
engineer international crises to resolve their own crises but a
righteous struggle cannot sustain through defeatism.

If Tamils give up their struggle for independence why should
(Contd. on Page 33)
[ 2010
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We’ll be flexible in your case = 2 & aflLwgHsd
briisst GEEPHH GaErHUGUTD

a case of theft = (1) HBLG aupds@ (2) HELG A wibd
case for the defence = aifliidsriiy aungib

a pillow case = geneowenem 2_emm

an asthmatic case = Ggnulsy Gmmwnaniy
nominative case = gymbd Geubmienio

get off my case = aigiienens GODImamE EnIss
a case in point = gieoéswren HHHIBSTL(H

in any case = erelsuTpruigntb

(just) in case = ensETIGOTS

in case of fire = & cp@pd vl FdHsd

in that case = @iiug FHaapd ulssHed

case book = (elLeunenfled Syebevgl OMHSHieufles)
Sia1euBsu(B

case history = Gumwmeny eugeommy

case law = @peligiliysd sl L1b

case-load = (sl Leunenflsit sysveos 0(HSSHauT60)
Gurmilnilsd D sitenaus6r BieneanalpHlb

case lot = Qugplosnay

case study = el welluy gyuiey

case work = gy eimpeoll e

by cheque or in cash = &n@smemev cpsvions Bisveog
SHTFTH

I'm strapped for cash = argiiaiiLib Gurglu uewd
Bsvenen

cash down = cash up fronl = 2 Lengll vemns
Qanhiluere)

pay for a service cash in hand = snadsns Garhss @F

SipaeneoF GFuial (aanBeu Digpeusd Yfibseu] euf
Qrisaamsds Seijds eurdiliyewEi([)

cash on delivery = gliuepLilenu SIHds Gar@Bliuciay
cash in on the killings = Garenssmeanil LwSTLGHSS
BUNbGLIm)

cash and carry = sn Gegidd 2 @lUY EHOED
cash cow = an&é &nwlsen

cash crop = ara wull] = ellbuenenit LUl

cash dispenser = cash machine = sr&i Qum

cash flow = &r& eugey-Guni

cash register = asna-uflaiGQurd
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@ O
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BBGGT(BBBGT“DG)JﬁM ;r,t_grrg)rr .
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@rig @1y GsremiLgl. 2004 @edmbaH 9100
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Haiti - The Earth Quake Country
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Fiesenys slseapd Hpsar. slumummd Geiws GCsfibseussi.
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C% THE NAME YOU NEED FOR YOUR BUSINESS

Phone: 416-494-4777
Cell: 416-888-1198 NIMAL VINAYAGAMOORTHY

Fax: 416-494-4050 Certified General Accountant
E-mail: nimal@nlraccounting.com

2525 Pharmacy Ave. (Pharmacy & Finch), Toronto, Ontario MIW 2K2

HHABTAILBTAHI DLNIEH I060T
BHATLTN60 SOPF - STV HITBBITETH

Sl 1978 Couevsr®omuilssr
416 920 9250

e-mail: tamilsinfo@sympatico.ca

BTG (LPHSHTEDIOWITENT, (LEITETE MmieUeTLD.

FBLOGWT DAV LI DIGOHBIGTJLD, LDGRILDTENCOHET,
amenpulensd, wralene, Ggmyemiid
BMIPF FLEIG LTS HMID LbHS6IT

Glg)rrl_ﬁrqaa@éb.@ éﬂﬂﬁ)’aﬁ
1688, Victoria Park Ave., North York, ON |}

416 288 1419

Bememuwidgenb. www.fancyflorist.com J
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S.P. Importers

Fresh Fish & Meat
2853 Lawrence Ave. East

Scarborough

416 261 4737

Furniture & Mattress

2859-2861 Lawrence Av. E. |
Scarborough

416 266 3077

Grocery &
Vegetables

2863 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough

416 261 3881

Video & Audio

2865 Lawrence Ave. East
Scarborough

416 261 3881
—
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Dr. Shan A, Shanmugavadivel & Associates
LTSLY 1. FaniapdhangGaisv

* Orthodontics * Implants * Cerec Crowns

UDS6m6T @(ohiE QFWLge, 'GbLilermem'
| Aldenssefiey serLmelled LulesTm Lev sumHL
D DILIGULPEITET GODL L6V emeud Wi,

" RAINBOW VILLAGE DENTAL OFFICE

2466 Eglinton Avenue East, Unit:7
Scarborough, Ontario. MIK 5J8

Monday to Satu rday
Near Kennedy Subway (Rainbow VillageBuilding)

Main Square Dental Office

7-2575 Danforth Avenue

Toronto, Ontario. M4C 1L5
Dr. Shan - Thursday (morning)
Dr. Yao San (Tue, Fri & Sat
Dr. Brian (monday)

‘ Dr. May (wednesday)

(416) 266 5161 (416) 690 0121

BUSINESS - HEALTH CARE « TECHNOLOGY

www.computek.edu

\\7) Gomputek College

Diploma
Early Childcare Assistant

If you are : . .
* Network Engineering

= Currently receving E.I benefits

m  Received E.I within past 3 yrs,

® Just finished / received maternity benefits within past 5 yrs
You may be eligible for HRSDC funding

to upgrade your skills

IN

MARKHAM !

Personal Support Worker (PSW )
Computerized Accounting
Business Administration

Medical Office Admin (MOA)

Certificate

MS Office, A+, C/C++ , Java
AccPac, Quick Books
Simply Accounting

Markham Campus

Scaborough Campus

Toronto Campus

Markham / Steeles Kennedy / Sheppard Kennedy / Eglinton
(On Steeles,1 Block East of Markham Rd) (North-East Corner) N/W Corner, Above Library
905.471.3344 416-321-9911 426.285.9941

PLEASE NOTE THAT NOT ALL THE COURSES ARE_AVA!LABLE_AT ALL THE CAMPUSES.
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SAVINGS PLAN
sevalF Gaflyd aM 1L Ib

Your are eligible to apply for
and Education Savings Grant
of up to $7,200 per child

Your savings are more safe
and secure

Your can start with a
small amount

it's a more flexible plan

EDUCATION IS
A GREAT GIFT FOR
YOUR FUTURE GENERATIONS

A machirt LTI ETGTT 6T 6T
dslEl BT BEFL0L] 8 ksl
ANy Tl R LTI ApaE T

WWW.KERUDAVIL.C

Personal Income Tax
Small Business Income Tax
Computerized Returns

574

Grophic lond - 547, 219, 7

S.Ganthiy

B.A..Srilanka
Enrollfent Officer

416. 841. 1866

416. 955. 9303

E.mail: ganthiv@rogers.com
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Eezham Tamils to...

they need the help of outsiders, and why should they look upon India, Japan,
Western governments and ‘multilateral organisations,” for political empower-

ment as advocated by ICG? They can very well join Colombo and kick all the
'vultures' out.

The ICG indirectly admits the impotency of the forces it serves, when it says
in the report that any significant improvement in the political position of
Tamils and other minorities in Sri Lanka can come only slowly and with diffi-
culty.

This is what Mahinda Rajapaksa also says for the nearly two centuries old
colonial and post-colonial blunder in state formation, asking the victims to
wait for another few centuries, so that wiping them out will resolve the politi-
cal question, Bungling the crisis in the island, the guilty forces served by the
ICG are now worried about youth uprising in their own countries. Some Sri
Lankan diplomats encourage the fear, hoping action against Tamil diaspora.

“Western governments will have little choice but to engage with the dominant,
pro-separatist Tamil organisations even if officials would prefer to deal only
with handful of interlocutors with a record of criticizing the Tigers,” says the
[CG report.

With Rajapaksa’s totalitarianism and genocidal approach to Tamils proving
support from the Sinhala masses, the West may take an appeasement approach
to Colombo and will try to muffle the Tamil question further, is an opinion
circulating in the diaspora.

Why shouldn‘t the international community make a refreshing deviation in its
long failed approach to the national question in the island? Why shouldn’t it
set an example through the well deserving case of Sri Lanka, by allowing
international justice to take its toll on that state, long failed in formation and
shows no signs of rectification?

Meanwhile, much depends on the youth generation of Eezham Tamils in the
island and in the diaspora. They should never depend on others for their polit-
ical empowerment and should keep outfits and ‘foundations’ created for the
purpose of hijack at arms length. They don't need to show recognition to any
interlocutors, who don't recognise their democratic expression.

Most of the hijack takes place through ‘funding’ and the lure of development.
We don’t need those funds for any genuine political empowerment.

In the absence of protection mechanism in our hands we may not be able to
stop the ‘development’ invasion or collaborators joining it with projects such
as ‘tourist hotels’ that don’t serve the fundamentals of what is meant by devel-
opment to us. But, without wasting our little resources in collaboration, the
diaspora may have to pool the resources in concentrating on damage-control-
ling alternative development.

The diaspora is put to much pressure of indoctrination nowadays. From US
Asst. Secretary of State to local intelligence agencies try to tell the diaspora
what is taking place in the island of Sri Lanka is not genocide.

If they really lack in their perception of what is genocide one could always
teach them with evidences and with citing examples of everyday experience in
the island, what is Sri Lankan model of genocide - a unique one that contin-
ues unchecked for over six decades .But in this case impunity is granted and
genocide is denied just to deny the legal validity of secession.

Why blame the West when there are politicians in Tamil Nadu nodding for the
genocide to take place smoothly, without anyone ‘angering’ the Sinhalese over
it.
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