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The Parliament met at 3 pm. MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER (MR.
NORMAN WAIDYARATNA) in the Chair.
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THIRD AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION
BILL : DECISION OF THE SUPREME COURT

DCWSn DN THGEDDE

{5y 9 aurgrusi gl sor)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

The Hon. Speaker has received the Delermination of
the Supreme Court on 23rd August 1982, under the
provisions of Article 121 (3) of the Constitution, in
regard to the Third Amendment to the Constitution Bill.
I shall now read the decision of the Supreme Court.

“AN ACT TO AMEND THE CONSTITUTION OF
THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF
SRI LANKA

Decision of the Supreme Court of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

In the mattter of the ordinary exercise of the jurisdiction
of the Supreme Court Under Article 120 read with
Article 121 of the Constitution of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka in respect of the Bill
entitled the * Third Amendment to the Constitution ™.
S.C.2/82

(Filed on 5.8.82)

Prins Gunasckera with R. M. Suresh
Chandra, K. Tirangama and N.
Punchihewa for M. Dahanayake of
Ragama, the Petitioner.

S. Nadesan, Q.C., with Miss. Suriya
Wickremasinghe and S. H. N. Relza
for Desmond Fernando, Secretary,
Civil Rights Movement of Sri Lanka,
Petitioner.

S.C. 3/82
(Filed on 9.8.82)

S.C. 4/82
(Filed on 9.8.82)

L. O. H. Wanigasekera—Petitioner in
person,

S.C. 5/82
(Filed on 9.8.82)

V. §. A. Pullenayagam, with G.
Kumaralingam, S. C. Chandrahasan
and R. Sirinivasan for C.
Vivekananda—Petitioner.
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Siva Pasupathy, Attorney-General, with Sarath Silva,
Deputy Solicitor General and S. Ratnapala, State
Counsel, appeared for the State.

Present : S. Sharvananda, Judge of the Supreme
Court
B. S. C. Ratwatte, Judge of the Supreme
Court
J. F. A. Soza, Judge of the Supreme Court.

Heard on : 12th, 13th, 16th and 17th August 1982.

Decided on: 23rd August 1982.

A Bill entitled “ An Act to amend the Constitution of
the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka was
published in Part Il of the Gazette of July 16, 1982 and
was tabled in Parliament on 3rd August 1982. The
constitutional jurisdiction vested in this Court by Article
120 of the Constitution fo determine any question as to
whether any Bill or any provision thereof is inconsistent
with the Constitution has been invoked by the petitioners
in the above applications.

Clause 2 of the Bill states, that Article 31 of the
Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka is hereby amended, inter alia, as follows :

* (1} By the addition immediately after paragraph (3) of the
Article, of the following paragraph :—

“{3A) (a) (1) the President may, at any time after the expiration of
four years [rom the commencement ol his first term of office, by
Proclamation, declare his intention of appealing to the people for a
mandate to hold office, by election, for a further term.”

The Bill contains further clauses consequential and
incidental to the above amendment.

The Bill also seeks to repeal paragraph (4) of Article
31 and substitute a new paragraph therefor.

Article 38 of the Constitution is also sought to be
amended in sub-paragraph (d) of paragraph (1) of that
Article by substituting for the words “ one month ™ the
words “ two weeks ™.

Article 160 of the constitution is also sought to be
amended by substituting for the words “shall hold
office ” the words and figures * shall subject to the
provisions of Article 31 (3A) hold office.”

We took up all the four petitions together for hearing.
The Attorney-General appeared and assisted us in the
consideration of the above petitions.

The petitioner in petition No. 4/82 contended that the
proposed Bill infringes on Article 1 of the Constitution.
He also took exception to the use of the work
“ Mandate " in clause 2 (1) of the Bill. We 1egret that
there 1s no merit in the contention of this petitioner.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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We will now proceed with the contentions of the other
three petitioners who are hereinafter referred to as the
“ petitioners ”

The petitioners contended that the provisions of the
Bill are inconsistent with Article 3 of the Constitution
and that if they are to become law have to be passed by a
two-thirds majority in Parliament and thereafter be
approved by the People at a Referendum in terms of
Article 83 of the Constitution.

The Constitution makes provision for the amendment
or repeal of the provisions of the Constitution. By virtue
of Article 82 and 83 of the Constitution the power to
amend is wide and extensive and reaches all provisions of
the Constitution.

Article 82 (5) provides that < A Bill for the
amendment of any provision of the Constitution or for
the repeal and replacement of the Constitution, shall
become law if the number of votes cast in favour thereof
amounts to not less than two-thirds of the whole number
of Members (including those not present) and upon a
certificate by the President or the Speaker, as the case
may be, being endorsed thereon in accordance with the
provisions of Article 80 or 79.”

However Article 83 of the Constitution provides :

“ Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in the provisions of
Article 82—
{a) a Bill for the amendment or for the repeal and replacement of or

which is inconsistent with any of the provisions of Articles |, 2,
3,6,7.8. 9, 10and 11, or of this Article and

(#) a Bill for the amendment or for the repeal and replacement of or
which is inconsistent with the provisions of paragraph (2) of
Article 30 or of paragraph (2) of Article 62 which would
extend the term of office of the President or the duration of
Parliament, as the case may be, to over six years.

shall become law if the number of votes cast in favour thereof
amounts to not less than two-thirds of the whole number of Members
(including those not present), is approved by the People at a
referendum and a certificate is endorsed thercon by the President in
accordance with Article 80. ©

The Articles sought to be amended by the Bill are
Articles 31, 38 and 160 of the Constitution. Though
these Articles, ex facie, are not referred to in Article 83
of the Constitution, it was the contention of the
petitioners that the provisions of the Bill, on an analysis,
are inconsistent with the Article 3 of the Constitution, as
they involve alienation of the Sovereignty of the People.

Article 3 is an entrenched Article and the whole
structure of the Constitution is founded on that Article.

Article 3 provides “ In the Republic of Sri Lanka
Sovereignty is in the People and is inalienable.
Sovereignty includes the powers of Government,
fundamental rights and franchise. ”

=:5@c8s o
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Article 4 is complementary to Article 3 and both
Articles have to be read together. Article 4 spells out the
manner in which the Sovereignty of the People referred
to in Aricle 3 is to be exercised. It provides as follows :

“ The Sovereignty of the People shall be exercised and enjoyed in the
following manner :—

(a) the legislative power of the People shall be exercised by
Parliament, consisting of elected representatives of the People and by
the People at a Referendum ;

(h) the executive power of the People. including the defence of Sri
Lanka, shall be exercised by the President of the Republic elected by
the People ;

(c) the judicial power of the People shall be exercised by Parliament
through courts, tribunals and institutions created and established, or
recognized, by the Constitution, or created and established by law,
except in regard to matters relating to the privileges, immunities and
powers of Parliament, and of its Members, wherein the judicial power
of the People may be exercised directly by Parliament according to
law :

(d) the fundamental rights which are by the Constitution declared
and recognized shall be respected, secured and advanced by all the
organs of government, and shall not be abridged, restricted or denied,
save in the manner and to the extent hereinafter provided ;: and

{e) the franchise shall be exercisable at the election of the President
of the Republic and of the Members ol Parliament, and at every
Referendum by every citizen who has attained the age of eighteen
years, and who, being qualified to be an elector as hereinafter provided,
has his name entered in the register of electors.”

The crucial question is, “ Does the proposed
amendment impinge on the basic attribute of
inalienability of the People’s Sovereignty, as postulated
by Articles 3 and 4 ? " The thrust of the argument of the
petitioners is that the amendment by seeking to abridge
the tenure of office of the President impinges on the
executive power of the People and on the franchise of the
People as set out in Articles 4 (b) and 4 (¢), respectively,
read with Article 3.

It was submitted that the People in the exercise of
their Sovereign power have by Article 30(2) fixed a
definite period of office for the President namely six
years, in order that their objective of stability may be
achieved and that they had, in no uncertain terms,
prescribed by Article 31 (3)-

“ that the poll for the election of the President shall be taken not less
than 1 month and not more than 2 months after the expiration of the
term of office of the President in olfice.”

According to the petitioners, the People have
unequivocally taken the view that there should on no
account be a Presidential election more often than once
in six years. They buttressed their submission by
reference to Article 38 of the Constitution which
provides for situations when the office of the President
becomes vacant prior to the expiration of the period of
six years fixed by Article 30 (2). For such eventuality
Article 40 provides that Parliament elect as President
one of its Members to function in that office for the

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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unexpired period of the term of office of the President
vacating office. It was contended that by seeking to
reduce the period of tenure of office of the President the
sovereign right of the People to determine the tenure of
office of their executive-delegate is jeopardized.

The learned Attorney-General countered the
argument of the petitioners by his submission that the
proposed amendment, far from alienating the
sovereignty of the People, enhances the franchise which
is one of the components of that sovereignty, by
providing for more opportunities for the People to
exercise their franchise. He further pointed out that the
amendment does not reduce the period of office of the
President from six years to four years and render the
office vacant, at the end of the proposed period of four
years, but that it merely enables the President to seek a
mandate before his term of office ends.

It was urged that the thinking underlying the
provisions of the Constitution regarding the Executive is
that the Executive must be assured of a stable and fixed
term of office and that the term of office should not be
abridged by the legislature ; and further that the office of
elécted President with an irreducible term of office for
six years was the measure contemplated for the exercise
of the executive power of the People and that if this
six-year period is reduced to four years with the option
being given to the incumbent President to determine for
how much of the balance period of two years he should
function, it will have the effect of altering an essential
incident of the office determined by the People in the
exercise of their executive power. It was apprehended
that if this Bill was not required to conform to Article 83
it would be competent for Parliament by the exercise of
its legislative power to alter the term of office of the
President and to invest the President with the power to
alter his term of office contrary to the provisions of
Article 38 (1) before the expiration of the six years
prescribed by Article 30 (2). It was said that Parliament
by seeking to confer on the President through the
proposed amendment the power to terminate his office
before the expiration of six years in circumstances
otherwise than those referred to in Article 38 (1) was
alienating the Sovereignty of the People. According to
the petitioners the proposed amendments have an impact
on the Sovereignty of the People and are inconsistent
with Article 4.

Article 4 (a) provides that legislative power of the
People shall be exercised by Parliament consisting of the
elected representatives of the People and by the People at
a Referendum.

Article 75 provides inter alia that—

“ Parliament shall have power to make laws including laws having
retrospective effect and repealing of amending any provision of the
Constitution, or adding any provision Lo the Constitution.”

1082 gewfelzmy 26
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Article 75 has to be read subject to Article 82 (5) and
83. Article 83 necessitates approval by the People at a
Referendum for a Bill which is inconsistent with any of
the provisions of Articlesl, 2, 3, 6 to 10 or of Article 83
or with the provisions of paragraph 30 (2) and paragraph
62 (2) which would extend the term of office of the
President or the duration of the Parliament, as the case
may be to over six years. It willl thus be seen that subject
to these restrictions Parliament has plenary powers to
make any law to amend any provision of the
Constitution.

It was a relevantly pointed out by the Senior Counsel
for the Civil Rights Movement that the Constitution of
the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka is a
product of the Mandate given by the People ; that the
whole edifice of the Constitution is founded on the
Sovereignty of the People ; and that any amendment to
the Constitution which affects the soverign power of the
People that has been delegated by them to the
Parliament or to the President, should have their
approval. He stressed the sanctity of the written
Constitution and referred us to Article 89 of the French
Constitution of 1958, which postulates a Referendum for
any amendment of the Constitution. It is to be borne in
mind that the evolution of the concept of Executive
Presidency has been influenced by the French
Constitution.

Counsel for the petitioner in application No. 5/82
further submitted that under the Constitution the
electoral process relating to the election of the President
had been deliberately programmed and as the proposed
amendment would enable the President to depart from
the electoral process and dictate to the People when there
should be an election of President it was an interference
with the franchise of the People.

We have to test the validity of the petitioners’
objection that the provisions of the Bill erode the
Sovereignty of the People by reference to the various
facets of that Sovereignty. Article 3 states that the
soverignty of the People includes powers of Government,
fundamental rights and the franchise.
Powers-of-Government, may be categorised as
Legislative, Executive and Judicial.

Article 4 mandates that—

“The Sovereignty of the People shall be exercised and enjoyed in the
following manner :—

(a) the legislative power of the People shall be exercised by
Parliament, consisting of elected representatives of the People and
by, the People at a Referendum ;

(b) the executive power of the People, including the defence of Sri
Lanka, shall be exercised by the President of the Republic elected
by the People ;

{¢) the judicial power of the People shall be exercised by Parliament
through courts, tribunals and institutions created and established,
or recognized, by the constitution or created and established by
Law,...."
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It was not suggested that the Bill encroaches on the
judicial power of the People. The main thrust of the
petitioners’ objection is that it affects the executive
power of the People, in that it seeks to alter the tenure of
office of the executive-delegate of the People.

By reducing the period of office from six years to four
years Parliament is not cutting down the period of office
of the President. What it seeks to do is to empower the
President to appeal to the pecple for a mandate to hold
office prior to the expiration of his term of office,
prescribed by Article 30 (2), after the expiration of four
years from the commencement of his first term of office.
The President is thereby enabled to limit, of his own
choice, his term of office. There is no compulsion on him
to vacate the office at the end of four years. It is thus left
to the discretion of the President who has been elected by
the People to voluntarily cut short his period of office
and seek a fresh mandate from the People.

Article 4 (b) envisages the executive power of the
People being vested in and exercised only by a President
who has been elected by the People. The foundation and
justification for the grant of the executive power is
election by the People. The election symbolizes the
Sovereignty of the People. It is fundamental to the
exercise of the Sovereignty of the People that the
répository of the executive power should be a person
elected by the People. In this respect Article
40 (1) which provides for Parliament electing as
President one of its members to function as President, on
the elected President vacating office prior to the
expiration of his term of office is a depature from Article
4 (b) and impinges on the Sovereignty of the People. A
person elected by Parliament and not by the People has
been enabled to exercise the executive power of the
People. Since Article 40 (1) has been incorporated in the
Constitution its validity cannot be questioned, but it
cannot furnish an argument against any new provision
which is consonant with Article 4 (b).

The proposed amendment provides for a situation
when the elected President may want to vacate his office
and seek re-election prior to the expiration of his term of
office—a contingency not provided for in the
Constitution. The amendment seeks to supply the casus
omissus in the Constitution. In contradistinction to the
President elected by Parliament in terms of Article 40
(1), in the instance identified by the amendment, the
President who will be succeeding to the office of the
President who vacates his office prior to the expiration of
the full term of office will be a President elected by the
People and thereby delegated by them Lo exercise their
executive power in terms of Article 4 (#). The
amendment by that means seeks to correct the deviation
or anomaly inherent in Article 40 and reaffirm the
Sovereignty of the People. The principle that the
executive power of the People is exercisable only by an
elected President, even during an interregnum caused by
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the premature vacation of office by a President, has been
salvaged. The Bill thus far from alienating the
Sovereignty of the People seeks to maintain the
Sovereignty of the People by making election by the
People a pre-condition for the holding of that office.

Election by the People connotes acknowledgement of
the Sovereignty of the People. It is the only ground of
democratic legitimacy.

It is in harmony with this democratic principle that the
executive power of the People should be exercised by a
President elected by the People that the French
Constitution which asserts by Article 3 that—

“ National Sovereignty belongs to the People which shall exercise
this Sovereignty through their representatives and by means of
Referendum ”

provides by Article 7, that in the event of the Presidency
of the Republic becoming vacant for any cause
whatsoever there should be a new President elected by
the People.

The Constitution of India similarly provides that there
should be an election by the People to fill a vacancy in
the office of President of India.

It was submitted by Counsel in petition No. 3/82 that
the Bill confers on the incumbent President who offers
himelf for re-election an electoral advantage and
therefore infringes the fundamental right of equality
which is a component of the People’s Sovereignty. He
stated that the President is given the power to choose the
date of election at any time after four years, and that this
power places him at an advantage over other prospective
candidates. This submission is not weil founded. It is an
accepted convention or feature of any democratic
Government that the Prime Minister as an incident of his
office is entitled to choose the date of Parliamentary
election. It is not a valid complaint that he has an
advantage over the others. The People are the best
judges of any abuse of this power. Further, a clear
distinction must be borne in mind between the law and
the administration of the law. A law cannot be struck
down as discriminatory because of the fear that it may be
administered in a discriminatory manner. Mere
possibility of abuse of power is not sufficient ground to
hold that a law offends the fundamental right of
equality.

It was also vehemently contended by all the petitioners
that the Bill affects the franchise and thereby alienates
the Sovereignty of the People.

Article 4 (e) provides that the franchise shall be
exercisable at the election of the President and also at the
election of Members of Parliament and at every
Referendum, by every citizen who has attained the age of
eighteen years, who being qualified to be an elector, has
his name entered in the register of electors,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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Article 88, appearing in the Chapter on “ Franchise
and Elections ” sets out the content of this franchise. It
states—

“ Every person shall, unless disqualified as hereinafter provided, be
qualified to be an elector at the election of the President and of the
Members of Parliament or to vote at any Referendum :

Provided that no such person shall be entitled to vote unless his name
is entered in the appropriate register of electors.”

Article 89 enumerates the disqualifications to be an
elector.

The Bill does not in any way add to, diminish, or vary
the franchise contemplated by Article 88. The franchise
which symbolizes the Sovereignty of the People is not
affected in any way by the provisions of the Bill. Only
those people who satisfy the requirements of Article 88
are entitled to vote at any election of the President held
under the provisions of the Bill.

.In our view the period of office of the President by
Article 30 (2) or of Parliament under Article 62 (2) does
enter the concept of franchise.

Franchise signifies the right to vote at the election of
the President and Members of Parliament and at a
Referendum whenever such is held (vide Article 4 (e) and
88). The term of office of the President or of Members of
Parliament is not involved in the concept of franchise. In
our view Article 30 (2) and Article 62 (2) which
prescribes such term of office can, if not for the special
provision of Article 83 (b), ordinarily be amended by
Parliament in accordance with Article 82 (5). It was
therefore necessary to make special provision by Article
83 (b) that a Referendum was obligatory to carry
through any amendment to the provisions of Article
30 (2) and of Article 62 (2) extending the term of office
of the President or the duration of Parliament to over six
years. Far from Article 83 (b) being superflous as
contended by the petitioners, under the scheme of the
Constitution it was necessary to incorporate such a
provision in order to ensure that Parliament could not
legislate such extension all by itself, It is to be noted that
Article 83 (b) prohibits extension of the term of the
President or the duration of Parliament beyond six years,
but not the abridging of that period. Hence Article 83
(b) would not apply to the present amendment.

In our view by restricting the irreducible period of the
President’s office from six to four years, the President
would be enabled to discover the will of the People and
the People will be given an opportunity to express their
approval or disapproval of his stewardship or his
programme of action, prior to the expiration of the full
period of six years. The grant of this power involves in no
way an infringement of the Sovereignty of the People as
contemplated by Article (3) of the Constitution. In our
view the arguments of the petitioners are not tenable and
hence we reject them.
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Under Article 120 the only question assigned to us for
determination in the case of a Bill described as being for
the amendment of any provision of the Constitution is
whether the Bill requires approval by the People at a
Referendum by virtue of the provisions of Article 83.

For the reasons set out above we determine in terms of
Article 120 Proviso (a), that the Bill in question does not
require the approval of the People at a Referendum.

S. Sharvananda,
Judge of the Supreme
Court.

B. S. C. Ratwatte,
Judge of the Supreme
Court.

J. F. A. Soza,
Judge of the Supreme
Court,
Date : 23rd August 1982.
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(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I wish to announce that the Hon. Speaker has, under
the provisions of Article 79 of the Constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, endorsed
the Certificate on the following Bill on 23rd August,
1982 :
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Report and Accounts of the Colombo District (Low-Lying Areas)
Reclamation and Development Board for 1979.—(Mr. Gamini
Dissanayake.)

(1) Annual Report and Accounts of the Ceylon Cement Corporation
for 1979,

(2) Annual Report and Statement of Accounts of the Ceylon
Ceramics Corporation and Subsidiaries for 1980.

(3) Annual Report of the Ceylon Mineral Sands Corporation for
1979.=(Mr. Cyril Mathew.) ;

Supplementary Estimate No. 11 of 1982.—(Mr. £E. L. B. Hurulle)
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(Mr. R, G. Samaranayake—Second Beruwala)

1 present a petition from Mrs. A. G. Nandawathie of
No. 24, Sri Pannananda Road. Beruwela.

I present a petition from Mr. B. D. Simon of No. 174,
Gabadagoda, Paiyagala South.

I present a petition from Mr. A. A. M. M. Samsudeen
of No. 24, Arab Road, Beruwela.

I present a petition from Mrs. Sheela D. Mahawatta

of Walahena, Ganegoda.
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(Mr. S. K. Piyadasa—Deputy Minister of Rural Indus-
trial Development)

I present a petition from Mrs. G. Samarajeewa of
‘ Delrin ’. Meddewatta, Matara.
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(Mr. D. Vincent Dias—Badulla)
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Mr. Deputy Speaker, I move the amending Bill
standing in my name. As Members of the House will
know, three Articles of the Constitution are sought to be
amended, Article 31, Article 38 and Article 160. What is
the purpose of these amendments ? All that we are
attempting to do by these amendments is to make it
possible for the President to seek a fresh mandate to
continue in office for a second term at any time after he
has completed 4 years of the first term of office. As you
know, the Constitution provides for any President to run
only for two terms. The object is therefore quite clear. It
provides an opportunity for the people to express their
views through the election of the President on the policies
that the Government has followed, and which it proposes
to follow without having to wait for a period of 6 years.

What this amendment does is to bring our
Constitution into line with the Constitutions of other
Democratic Countries where the Head of the
Government can always go to the people for a fresh
mandate before the end of his term. In countries such as
Britain, Australia, Canada and India where the Head of
the Government is a Prime Minister commanding the
confidence of Parliament, a fresh mandate is sought by
the dissolution of Parliament. In France where the Head
of the Government is an elected President like ours and
even in India where the President is elected by Electoral
College, the President in office can re-contest to seek a
fresh mandate.

In our country there was no provision in the
Constitution as it stood for the President to seek a fresh
mandate before his term ends.

As Members are aware, the amendments were
challenged in the Supreme Court by some individuals
and an organization called the Civil Rights Movement.
As you, Mr. Deputy Speaker, announced to the House at
the commencement of business today, the Supreme
Court has ruled quite clearly that the arguments of the
petitioners are not tenable and that the Supreme Court
has rejected them. The Judges of the Supreme Court
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who came to this determination were Mr. Justice S.
Sharvananda, Mr. Justice B. S. C. Ratwatte and Mr.
Justice J. F. A. Soza. The Supreme Court also
determined in terms of Article 120 that the bill in
question does not require the approval of the people at a
referendum.

I would like, Mr. Deputy Speaker, to draw your
attention to the judgment of the Supreme Court since
they have dealt very cogently with the issues raised by
the petitioners which may perhaps be the same matters
which will be raised in this House. The Supreme Court
itself makes the point that the amendment provides an
opportunity to the people to express their views on the
policies of Government. Let me quote from the Supreme
Court determination itself. It says :

“The President shall be enabled to test the will of the people and
the people will be given an opportunity to express their approval or
disapproval of his stewardship or his programme of action. The
grant of this power involves in no way the infringement of the
sovereignty of the peopie as contemplated by Article 3 of the
Constitution.”

I would like, Mr. Deputy Speaker, to refer to another
point relevant to this issue which has been taken up by
the petitioners in the Supreme Court and which the
Supreme Court has dealt with. The point has been
sought to be made that enabling the President to call for
an. election after the expiry of 4 years does confer an
advantage on an incumbent President over his opponents
by enabling him to choose the time of the election. Let
me quote the words of the Supreme Court on this. They
53y,

“This submission is not well founded. It is an accepted convention
or feature of any Democratic Government that the Prime Minister
as an incident of his office is entitled to choose the date of
Parliamentary election. It is not a valid complaint that he has an
advantage over the others. The people are the best judges of any
abuse of this power.”

As you know, Article 31 has been amended by the
introduction of a new paragraph 3A and by the
substitution of paragraph 4. The effect of the new
paragraph 3A is to empower the President by
proclamation to declare his intention of seeking a
mandate to hold office by election for a further term.
The subsequent sub-paragraphs contain consequential
provisions which would govern unforeseen circumstances
such as the death of a candidate before the poll or the
declaration of the result. Sub-paragraph (d) of
paragraph 3A ensures that the period of office of a
President who is elected at a “mid-term” election does
not exceed the 6-year limit placed by the Constitution.
The effect of paragraph (e) of the amending legislation is
to deny a President who has been elected by Parliament
under Article 40, the right to seek a mandate.

Paragraph 4 of Article 31 which specifies that the
term of office of the President shall commence on 4th
February following the date of his election is being
amended and the term of office of the person elected as
President will now commence on the expiration of the
term of office of the President in office.

1982 gewled o 26

544

This amendment also rectifies an omission in the
Constitution by providing for a fresh election to be held
if the President elect dies before he assumes office.
Secondly, it ensures that the term of office of the
succeeding President commences on the date on which
the President who died was declared elected. The other
two amendments that are being brought in are the
amendments to Articles 38 and 160.

Article 38 provides for the vacation of the office of
President upon such person’s wilful failure to assume
office within one month of the commencement of his
term. We are reducing that period to 2 weeks. The period
of 1 month is being reduced to 2 weeks in order to
minimise the delay in the transition to a new
administration. Article 160 now states that the Prsident’s
term of office expires at the end of 6 years commencing
from 4th February 1978, which is 4th February 1984. In
view of the amending legislation which makes it possible
for the President to seek a mandate after 4 years, it is
necessary to provide for a curtailment of this 6 years
stipulation which is referred to in the present Article 160.
As a result you will see that the jncumbent President
is voluntarily reducing his term of office as
provided in the Constitution.

Mr. Depuly speaker, we propose to bring in three
amendments at Committee Stage which have been
approved by the Attorney General in terms of the
Constitution. Two of these are really matters of drafting.
The third is of some consequence and I should like to
explain it. According to the present amendments in
Section 31, if a Presidential Election is held immediately
and the President is re-elected, his second term of office
has to formally commence on 7th September, 1983. The
reason for this is that 7th September will be the
anniversary of the date on which the President’s first
term commenced under the 1978 Constitution. Let me
remind the Hon. Members of some facts they could quite
readily have forgotten. Our President assumed office on
4th February 1978 under the provisions of the 1972
Constitution which was amended to provide for an
Executive President by the Government. The
Constitution of 1978 was brought into force on the 7th of
September, 1978. By the Committee Stage amendment
what we are seeking to do is to provide that if the
President is re-elected, his second term of office will
begin on 4th February 1983 and not 7th September,
1983. Therefore this amendment further shortens the
period in which the first President can hold office if he is
te-elected.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I commend these amendments to
this House. As provided for in the Constitution, this Bill
has to be passed by a two-thirds majority.

g e wamdfa odén &
S8y oS BWiEUlEu b n 5.

Question proposed.
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(Mr, A. Amirthalingam—Leader of the Opposition)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I wish td make a short statement
on behalf of my Party, and, as we have systematically
done in Bills and Amendments concerning the
Constitution, we will not be participating any further in
the Debate or in the voting on this Amendment.

This Amendment seeks to enable the President who is
elected for the full term—mark you, Mr. Deputy
Speaker, this right is not conferred on a President who is
on his second term but on a President who is elected for
the first term—to ask for a fresh mandate from the
people at the end of four years, if he so wishes. As far as I
can see, there is only one snag in the whole argument.
We are very familiar with Prime Ministers under the
parliamentary system of government calling for
dissolutions of Parliament and calling for fresh elections
at any time that they want, but, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the
power of dissolution does not rest in the hands of Prime
Ministers. It is either the Queen in Great Britain or the
President in a country like India who is not an Executive
President, it is the titular Head, who has the power to
dissolve. So that when the Prime Minister decided to
dissolve Parliament, as happened in Australia only
recently, the Governor-Generel refused to dissolve
Parliament and called upon the Opposition party to form
the Government.

The only point I am seeking to make is, this
Amendment is unique in one respect. It gives power to
the very person who exercises the power of dissolution to
decide when the people should decide his own office. The
Executive President in America cannot shorten his term ;
the Executive President in France cannot shorten his
term and call for an earlier election than at the end of the
normal term. To the best of my knowledge—my
knowledge may be limited but to the best of my
knowledge—under no democratic Constitution in the
world is the President, who is the authority that calls for
fresh elections, given the power to decide when his own
election should be held. Whether it be in the case of the
Executive Presidents or in the case of Presidents who are
just titular Heads, their term of office is fixed in all
democratic countries. I think that is because they do not
want to give the power to the President, who is the
authority that can call for fresh elections, to manoeuvre
the timing of his own election in such a way as it may
work to the disadvantage of other possible contenders.
That may be the only reason behind this healthy
principle which has been adopted in all other democratic
countries in relation to the office of President,

That is the one point that I see on which this
Amendment is unique and varies fundamentally from the
practice laid down by democratic Constitutions in other
parts of the world. Of course, looking on the surface of
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the Amendment, it is an ultra democratic amendment.
After all, the President voluntarily reduces his own term
and goes to the people ! But 1f one looks deeper down one
sees that this gives a certain capacity to manoeuvre the
timing of his own election to the President, which may
not be a very healthy situation in a country like Sri
Lanka.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, that is the only comment that 1
want to make. Beyond that, as I said, my party will not
be participating any further in the Debate and we will

not vote in this Debate.
& . 4D

CoEox duecuyd Som, (¢ o E)

(Em atspesr musGlaTy — o F sew e )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody—Attanagalla)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, tirst and foremost I would like to
say that I was very sorry that 1 was not here in this
House when the last Debate took place far back in 1978,
when the Sri Lanka Freedom Party made a statement in
this House and retired from the House not participating
in the Debate pertaining to the constitutional changes.
Therefore, I would like to say that we would abstain
from voting on this Amendment, and at the same time
we would like to make our comments on the
constitutional changes that are being brought about
regarding the President’s period of office.

Sir, we quite appreciate the submission made by the
hon. Leader of the Opposition when he said that this is a
very unique occasion where a person who seeks to have a
mandate from the people has full power to decide, as to
when he should do so, considering not his party nor his
policy nor other matters but mainly an individual’s
intentions.

When you read Section (3A) (a) (i) under Clause 2
of this Bill, the situation is seen very clearly-

@3, ey Qaws Snmy

(B5. 2. GCrwgrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

May I get a point cleared by you ? You are not
opposing this ?

CHE0w duemy:d Snwm

(Fom. aFpwer muablarsg)

(Mr, Lakshman Jayakody)
We are abstaining because we did that last time also.

@ ey Qo gumn
((&,"\5 {gﬁfi’. L?Q-Tm‘s.-rerj
(Mr. R. Premadasa)

You opposed last time.

CoOJew Luom.d Bomm
(B ompwar musGary.)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
No, we walked away.
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&8 oy Vo amh

(B 2. GG rio sre)

(Mr, R. Premadasa)

You opposed and walked away. Please read your
statement. But today you are not opposing.

CHE e duomd Oomm

(@, esmpwer musQary )

(Mr, Lakshntemy Joyvkocy)

We are not opposing as [ said ; but: we can come back
another day. I want to make this point very clear. Clause
2, Section (3A) (a) (i) reads:

* The President may, at any time after the expiration of four years
from the commencement of this first term of office, by Proclamation,
declare his intention of appealing to the People . ... ......

It is obviously very clear from the submissions made
by the Leader of the Opposition that it is the President’s
intention—it is not the intention of his Party, it is not the
intention of his Working Committee, it is not the
intention of his other Ministers or the Cabinet of
Ministers—that he himself has the sole right to consider
whether he should submit himself to an election or not.
Buf in this instance this is only confined, as the hon.
Leader of the Opposition said, to this period, but once
this period is over this provision does not exist anv more,
and therefore it is only for him, only for this individual.
The Hon. Prime Minister said it very clearly that it is his
intention—(Interruption). Anyway, we can debate it—

@l ey Qas gum

(Bw. . Crngrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Any future Presidents, but not for the second term.

CH IO Luoms Dwmm
(B®. wmpsr quidsry.)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
I quite appreciate it.

&l o' @as nmy
(&85 g7, SCTngrs)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Any President’s first term.

SRE SoLom Domm

(8. roolle sldrinPman)

{Mr. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

You are reading the note that Nadesan gave you ?

COFew duems Qumm

{F 5. exmpoer oudaGary. )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

No, no one gave me anything. I would like to say from
this whole exercise what I personally feel. We have been
used to a Cabinet Government—
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&3 ex @as anm,

(B 7. ACrwsrs)

(Mr. R, Premadasa)

Why are you not opposing this ?

CHECW dwem8 Summ

(B aswar mustoryg )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

We are opposed to Presidential rule, we are for
Cabinet Government. Let us state categorically that the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party is opposed to Presidential rule
and is for Cabinet Government and Cabinet Government
alone.

@l ey o o

(B myi. SCrgrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Tell us why you are not oppposing ? We like to know
why.

CH Iy Luewm:g Svwm
{&lcn. avsioer pwsQEry. )
(Mr, Lakshman Jayakody)
I will tell you why.

@l cgeas Sanm
(B ot I8rwsrs)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)

It is a real departure.

CFem duemd o

( By wogesr squslary )

(Mr, Lakshman Jayakody)

I will tell you later. My submission is that the UNP
cannot have any other person to contest. —(Interruption).
The UNP cannot have any other person than this person
to contest this election. He is safgeguarding himself—to
see that no one else but J. R. Jayewardene can
contest—([nterruption). To me it seems to be a domestic
problem of theirs.

Secondly, the danger is that they want to tie down an
individual by law, by statute, to the selection of a
Presidential candidate. Therefore, I do not think it is
wise, if you are going to have a democratic setup in this
country, if democratic institutions are to prevail in this
country, to give the right to one individual of this country
regarding this entire exercise of Presidential rule which
has existed.

I would like to read out a small paragraph on what our
Leader had to say on the last occasion, when all of us
here were in this House together. I refer to Columns
1052 and 1053 of HANSARD dated 3rd August 1978.
Sir, there is a reason why these changes are being made.
One of the reasons why these changes are being made is
to see that a person who has lost her franchise, Mrs.
Sirimavo Bandaranaike, is deprived of seeking a fresh
mandate again by coming forward as a Presidential
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[cafdesf ZHwemB Tom]
candidate even at the next election.—(Interruption). 1
will tell you why. She said very clearly in her speech on
that day :

“The punishment for speaking out one’s thoughts, for expressing
‘one’s ideas on change, for seeking to assert one's freedom of speech, is
imprisonment for ten years, an unlimited fine, forfeiture of all property,
loss of one’s seat in Parliament, and the disqualification for all time and

for all purposes, of all the candidates of the political party to which one
belongs.

The Sri Lanka Freedom Party has never attempted to overthrow a
Government by terror, nor will it make such an attempt in the future.
The Sri Lanka Freedom Party has never looked benignly while
conspiracies were being hatched to establish military dictatorships, nor
will it ever condone such adventurism in the future. But the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party has faith in the people of this country. It believes in the
power of the people, and no constitution can ever inhibit that power.
Therefore, 1 would like to state quite categorically that the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party will not be terrorized by the threat which you have
written into the Constitution. At the first available opportunity, the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party will, with the power of the people’s vote, adopt a
new Constitution which will be in accord with our national sovereignty
and the twin principles of social justice and individual freedom.”
Therefore, Sir, when we look into the aspect of why this
Bill has been brought and you are not allowing the
normal period to expire, it is obvious that if by chance
the next parliamentary election is dominated by
members of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party, the present
President, who will be here, will find it extremely
difficult to carry on the government in the same manner,
I have read in some papers that some Ministers of this
Government have said that even if the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party wins at the next election the President
would have all the right to nullify Parliament and act on
his own.—(Interruption.) Precisely. This type of threat
has always been made on public platforms. Therefore,
there is a feeling in this country that one of the main
reasons for this amendment is to see that the leader of
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party is deprived of even
contesting at the next election.

Oy Bodewuwy
()& Faui gaopavi )
(A Member)
Change the leader.

CTIOsY dosommE Suwmm

{ Blcm. oot oouwsd@Eriy.)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

So, once we get a majority in Parliament, every
member of the Sri Lanka Freeedom Party has decided
that we will repeal the Resolution that was passed here to
deprive Mrs. Bandaranaike of her civic rights. I do not
wish to refer to it again. We have made that promise—all
members of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party have made
that promise—and if by chance the present President is
here in office there would be a crisis in this country when
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party gets a majority in
Parliament.

Thirdly, there is another matter which I would like to
bring forward—

© 88e®s) 0

550

&8¢ G2 2oy,
YUIRH)

(B Gha 1s5Fa—mss0aT e, dererTer 2y graus
ST YMLFFT )

(Mr. Cyril Mathew—Minister of Industries & Scientific
Affairs)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order. The hon. Member is
always talking of a Sri Lanka Freedom Party. We want
to know which one. There are two parties.

(DS o Jem 2Oey

CAETSs Luos Qumm

(&5 ampwer oustlsrs.)

(Mr. Lakshrnan Javakody)

There is only one recognized Sri Lanka Freedom
Party.

G880 B2 v
(B B g Bae)
(Mr. Cyril Mathew)
We do not know which one he is referring to.

CHEs ¥awem:d Sunmw

(& aspwar sus@sry )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

There is only one Sri Lanka Freedom Party ; there is
only one recognized Sri Lanka Freedom Party.

Bewlsn MS15HuDD

(878 & Furprust e TEeT )

(Mr., Deputy Speaker)

Order, please ! There appears to be a doubt, and that
will be resolved by the Commissioner, I think.

CNIn ducwwy Desmm

(Em. ovmproer eqwdGaTey )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Now, Sir, I think we deserve a little bit of the humour
that is there in this Bill itself. It speaks about death,
before death and after death, anticipating death, what
happens if before the resolution one dies, if before
nomination one dies, if between resolution and
nomination one dies, if after the election the third person
dies. Right through this bill there i death, death, death
and death.

It is like a dictum. Anyway, I want to pose one
question to the Hon. Prime Minister. In this whole Bill
nothing is mentioned about what happens if a person dies
after the commencement of the poll, say between 8
o’clock in the morning and 5 o’clock in the evening. That
period is not covered. We would like to know that. It is
not that I am going to participate in it. Anyway, let us
know what happens if a person who is a candidate for the
Presidential Election dies between 8 o’clock in the
morning and 5 o'clock in the evening on the day of the
election. This particular point has not been covered or
included in this Bill. I would like to have an answer to
that.
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Now, I would like to read a letter that I have received
as Member for Attanagalla representing the Electorate
of Mrs. Bandaranaike. It has been sent to His Excellency
the President by twenty Members of the House of
Commons. I take full responsibility for it. This letter has
been sent to His Excellency the President of the
Democratic Socialist-Republic of Sri Lanka.

"House of Commons
27th July, 1982."—
Their signatures are there.

~*“Your Excellency,

The London Newspapers have given prominence recently to reports
that the Sri Lanka Government is again amending the country’s
Constitution to enable the Presidential Election to be held before the:
time prescribed by the Constitution”—

Bolids DNEDN;
(o0 FuTFrLST Syaiisor)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Order, please ! Are you supporting those views. —

CN &0 Luoms Swmm
(S5, eapLacr pusGarsy )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Yes.

Bewidn DTN

(e FUTETUST SfaT&er)

(Mr, Deputy Speaker)
—because this is a debate in this House and not in the
House of Commons.

CHICs duowm:8 Somm
(B, osywer pustsry )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Yes, I support these views.

@5 fodews
(issgai pmai)
(A Member)

We do not want their views,

co o duconmd Dom
(B, avsyinsr mwasry.)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I support those views, and I want—

Bowidn DAHPEDDN
(210 FUTFTLET gt ser)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
I see! Then they are your views supported by those
twenty gentlemen.

CH EOx ducnd Qoo

(8. espwer mustsry.)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Not my views ; their views supported by me.
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P En DSvpanS

foLs gurBrLsT e Eer)

(Mr, Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! | doubt whether this House is
interested in their views.

CBC SHVH» oM (¢w0» MmO w AR
S @ ¢ OBDO) we gUmur GIBD)

{ & T men—@reRi oy gvudser,
Qarifldariiy ymwsrms sl ymwsFmn)
(Mr. Ranil Wickremasinghe—Minister of Youth Affaira
& Employment and Minister of Education)

On a point of Order, Sir. As far as this House is
concerned we are sovereign, the people of this country
are sovereign, and we are exercising that power which
the people of this country have given us. We are not
interested in what the House of Commons has to say or
what the Britishers have to say. We ceased to be under
the British in 1948. Some people, of course, kept their
Maha Mudaliyarships and other means of licking their
backs ! We are not interested. I think this should be ruled
out of Order.

ranflan

Beowidn D srand:

(et FUTFTWET sjail s6r)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

But he is exercising his right to agree with their views.
We shall listen to him,

CHEDsY Sacunmd Do
(8. wspwer pusQsary.)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Thank you, Sir.

ol e Pars Qo

(@ o7 Cruwsrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

I want to raise a matter concerning normal etiquette
and courtesy in regard to quoting letters of this nature.
This may be a communication addressed to the President
or it may not be, but, normally, when you touch upon a
matter like this you obtain the permission of the people
who wrote it.

CHEO ZaeemS Do
(8. asywsr mustary.)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
We have got it.

@l o Qaws dum

(B g7, GCrwsre)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

—to present that communication in an august House of
this nature. This is a sovereign Parliament. We do not
know whether this is a confidential document sent to
someone. It is nothing but fair that the hon. Member
should have brought to the notice of the Government
that he was going to refer to a document of this nature,
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[ ey P Smozw]

in which case we could have ascertained the truthfulness
of this particular dispatch which he says is supposed to
have been sent by some individual Members of the
House of Commons—not the House of Commons. If thé
House of Commons wants to send any communication,
they address that communication to the Hon. Speaker. If
it is a communication to the Head of Government or the
Head of State, they address it to the Head of
Government or the Head of State. If anybody else wants
to make reference to it, courtesy demands that he gets
special permission from those who wrote the
comminication to place.it before the Parliament.

ca s Lduoms duuw
{:@@ QuspLLET MEIGEETY )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Yes, we have that.

08, oy Pow S

(B i, GCrwgrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Will you read that portion of the letter first.

I want to challenge this.—(Interruption)

Bedn DS neHDS
(et FuTBETUST Sfeuiaer)
(Mr, Deputy Speaker)
Order, please !

¢8, e Qe QM

(Bw. i SCresrs)

{Mr. R. F'remadasa)

Now, the hon. Member is not challenging the position
that I have taken up. He agrees with me. He says that he
has obtained special permission from those who wrote to
His Excellency the President. So, first let him read out
that permission and prove to us that he obtained that
permission, which would say: “ Hon. Member for
Attangalla, we are copying to you a letter which we
wrote to your President. We would like you to use it at
any forum of your choice”. It must be something like
that. It may not be the same words, but let us have that
document,

v desy Zduemd domm

(@5 ampesr guslary )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I would like the Hon. Prime Minister to check with
His Excellency the President to find out whether—

&8 ey Qo Pumh
(B i GCregre)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)

No, No. That is not my business.—(Interrruption.)

2 ¥Ge 8l @
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Bawln DAsyemH®
(oL FLITBETWET BauTsar )

{Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please !

¥ oE VE oM

(B 7. ACrwsre)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

It is not fair by this House. He said that he has
obtained permission from those who wrote this letter.
Now, let us know what that permission is and whether he
has got it.

COESw ducms omm

(B, ampwar pusQsry.)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

No, Sir, I did not get it by letter—(Interruption.)

&l ey Qo @nmn

(8. . SCrwsrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Then it is not fair—(Interruption.) Sir, 1 do not think
that you should allow him to read out that letter. What is
the position if those persons write to us and say, “ We
never wrote that letter to the President”? Then, what
happens? The damage is done. Therefore I would suggest
this. Let the hon. Member contact the British High
Commissioner here and through him obtain the
permission of those people. Thereafter he can read out
that letter ; we do not want to shut him out.

CH B Luowmmd Qvmm

(B e QuEEsTy.)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

No ; that cannot be done, Sir, because this has nothing
to do with the House of Commons.

Howids DD

(pir SLTrErUST 20T S6T )

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please ! This is entirely a question of courtesy,
This is a question where the hon. Member should be
satisfied—

CoECw dauomd Qumn
(‘575. I LOGT ggu_.fdsws-n?.)
(Mr, Lakshman Jayakody)
I am.

NewiLs DSHs: G&M@J

(o FUTHTWST ajai &6 )

Mr, Deputy Speaker)

—that the gentlemen who are alleged to have written
this letter also wish that this matter be stated in this
House.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



355

M, oy @as Qv

(B 7. SCrwsrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Not only that. The hon. Member agreed with me and

said that he had got permission. He must not go back on
that.

CEen duemms Quow

(Bp. evmpcsr puisbsary )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

This is a common letter and it has come to His
Excellency.

DowTEn DN

(2.0 Fur Tt el &eir )

(Mr, Deputy Speaker)

Order, please ! This is a matter that deals with some

communication alleged to have been sent by some
outsiders.

Co ESsy Loy Somn
(B asgwer muslsry )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Not outsiders.

Bowidn DD

(oLt #LrprLEST yauissT)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Outsiders—some people who are not citizens of this

country are alleged to have written to His Excellency the
President.

Y Hodeww
(Yrsggai amar)
(A Member)
Anybody can write !

¢ oy Qo Yumn

(Bn. gyt GCrwsrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

How does he know that those particular Members

signed this letter ? It can be a forgery. There have been
instances like that.

BHowids DSyeDn®

(vis ForFrwist Gfgya;.-’iaﬁif}

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

And furthermore, they have been described by the
hon. Member as Members of the House of Commons.

These things must be checked before any reference is
made,

CHES duommyg Dwmm
(85 awprer pustary )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
May I table it ?

3-A 65049 (82/08)
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o Boleca
(oyfssgai g@ai)
(A Member)
Fraudulent letter !

@Y Bodgcun

(ywssgai amma)

(A Member)

Send it to the Fraud Bureau.

@l ey Rais gumy
(B . 9Crwgre)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Whether this is an authentic document is the question.
The hon. Member said that he had got permission. Now
he is going back on his words. So how can we believe
him ?

codey gy dvom

(Bm. ampnar qustsry. )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

If this House is not satisfied whether I got permission
or not—

Y Bodew
(s S sauf SR )
(A Member)

We are not satisfied.

CHECy guowms Svm
(&5 asprcar pusbary. )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Then I would table it.

il oy Do @vmm,

(B 7. OCringre)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

May I make an alternative suggestion ? In the first
instance let him make this so-called letter available to
you. Let the Hon. Deputy Speaker satisfy himself,
through any channels available to him. Thereafter he can
take it up ; we will go to that extent.

Bowdds worisnawma®

(eu FuTrFTUST Sjauissr)

(Mr, Deputy Speaker)

Order, please ! The original letter alleged to have been

written to His Excellency has not been seen by the hon.
Member ?

CO 0 duomd Snmm

(‘&-‘\5 @xpLoar eusQsTy. )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
No.

@8, ey Pais Swmn

(B i GCruwsres)

(Mr, R, Premadasa)

Hand the letter over to the Hon. Deputy Speaker, who
will check it up. How do you know the authenticity of
this so-called letter ?
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CHEs duoms dwmm
(Bop eFawsr puiCsry.)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
In that case I would like a Ruling on this.

95y Holowy
(yEssgai p@arT)

(A Member)
You can fabricate anything !

Bouldy DD

(o1 FUTETWST o sar)

(Mr, Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! There are several factors that are
involved in regard to this particular document which is
alleged to have been received from some unknown people

who are alleged to be Members of the House of
Commons.

CIeny duemd Summ
(B, evmswer pwaCary )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I tal+ responsibility in this matter.

DY Holeowsy

(s sgai eumai)

(A Member)

Do you know the House of Commons ?

Howidn DA ENEHHS

(8.0 FLIT BT LS \__q:ul,rsu.-a's,;;:’r)

(Mr. Depuly Speaker)

Order, please ! If the hon. Member is not sure, then
obviously the authenticity is in doubt,

$HS, o Qe @wwy

{ 5. eg,yf. GG rgra)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Sir, I protest strongly against this sort of action by the
hon. Member for Attanagalla. It is a very serious matter.

Bacdedy DN

(211 FLr Brussi ,_.9{3)..'.?"&6\'1’)

«Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I think it is safe not to refer to this document,

@8 ey @as g
(B oyt GCrgres)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)

First check the authenticity of the document.

CHE0x daecnd Qumn
(B awspesr eualery )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
I can do that.
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Bewfdny DD

(v Fursrwst aifser)

(Mr, Deputy Speaker)

Even if it is authentic, is it correct to produce that
document without a specific request by those
gentlemen ?

CHI0w Lucwmd Pomn

(Bm. oFpwer pudCary.)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Sir, this is not a confidential document.

@d, oy Qo dvmy

(B By GCrwgrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

How do we know that this is not a fabricated
document ? You never met these people. You never
telephoned them and got their permission. You never got
a letter from them.

Reudén DSHENEHRN
(2L FUT BTLIET m’J{;}LI.-‘f';:'.ES]‘T}

(Mr, Deputy Speaker)
Order, please ! The sitting is suspended till 5 p.m.

AW ie L0 vnnes MUmEnd ow Bo0® C8, §. ™. 5 8
NP LI T Cc&

eSSy, apnday F, L, § walamr G ATy TN N I
Prto NV Ty SN B

Sitting accordingly suspended till 5 p.m. and then resumed.

CHEES duomd Samn

(Sm. eosmpear udGlsry )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, you might not allow me to read
this letter and, therefore, I will not try to do so out of
courtesy to you and especially because of the fact that we
have such close relations with Britain and the House of
Commons.

Nowrds DSTMEDNS
{192 r-_’ﬁs'- LI B0 IBE yE i & )
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Thank you very much.

CHOH I Luemd Samn

(Gm. amgiear gouidllary )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Apart from all that, Sir, I would like to state very
clearly that when I make a statement—1I have shown this
to various friends of mine—I do so with responsibility.
and let it please be accepted by every Member of this
House that whatever I say, T say with responsibility and
also not without foundation. I do not wish under any
circumstances to see the country’s image at stake,
especially when we have democratic ideals, established
democratic ideals in this country, which have been
proven for the last so many years. And certainly, Sir, not
only people in this country but people outside this
country, when they see that we are shifting away from
Cabinet rule to Presidential rule, suspect—
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@d, e Squ Sunm
(B 7. GCrnsrs)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)

The hon. Member for Attanagalla said just now that
through courtesy to the House and Mr. Deputy Speaker
he is refraining from reading that letter, but comments
are now being levelled about its contents.-—
(Interruption.) 1 want to tell the hon. Member, if he is
sure of his document he must say so. He told us that he
had got permission to use that document but he has now
withdrawn from that position.

CHEe ducenbl Qoo

i .Q@)'- SUFRLL T gg.-u;u's-’.-‘_ss.-'n_; )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

No ! I have not withdrawn. I am doing this mainly for
courtesy’s sake.

&8, ef@ow Cowm

(8. gyt GCrwgrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

He has not told us whether he saw the original
document ; definitely not. There is precedence in this
House. I have to refer to several such occasions. It comes
down from 1953, when Dr. Colvin R. de Silva produced a
document. He was told by the Speaker to satisfy himself
whether he had seen the original document. And when 1
took up a similar position, Dr. Colvin R. de Silva in
Government opposed my bringing a document to the
House and raised this very question. At that time I had
seen the original document. [ testified to the authenticity
of the document, and I was allowed permission to read it.
It was on the same ground that I raise the objection
today. I do not think he should continue to make
comments on that matter because he is not going to read
that document out of courtesy to you and to the House.

Ly duocmnd Semm

(B aspwear gwsbsry. )

{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Then will you please give me permission to read that ?

Bowidn DRGNS
(Qr@F surprust spuisor)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

No!

@l cYOnm Sum

(Bos. oy SCrwgra)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

How can you ? You have gone back on your word.
You told this House a deliberate lie.

CTEESsY ducwmB Svmy
(Fcn, ospner guatary.)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Please withdraw that word.
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560

s, ey o Yunmm
(Bom. . GCrwsre)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)

No ! I am not going to withdraw it.

o EsT SwuommB Swu

(B3 evsger gusbary )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Let it go down on record that the Prime Minister said
that this letter is a lie,

@8, 6f O oo

{'.Qlﬁ ,_:jﬁ.'?.', u?@;ru,ﬁ:r.sr)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

No! What I said was that you told this House a
deliberate lie.

CTE 5T Lo S
(S ovmpesr guatary )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
All alright.

@8, oo Swmm

(Bom. gyt GCresre)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

And it is recorded here. You told this House that you
have got permission from the so-called Members of the
House of Commons. Where is the permission ?

CNE Sy Lwomd o

(5. wsipwer quitsry )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I do not want to get into this type of argument because
it will spoil my speech. Let me be quite categorical in
what I say. | maintain that this letter was sent by certain
Members of the House of Commons on a letterhead of
the House of Commons on that particular day to His
Excellency the President. We were sent a copy of it. It
appeared in the newspapers also. The newspapers carried
it.

@3, Yo com

(B@ i GCriegrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

That is different from the House, Sir.

CHE Y daemmd Tom

(Bm. asgpnar wasbsry.)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Precisely. I could have brought the papers. 1 do not
know why the Hon. Prime Minister is shouting about
this.

BowTdn DS ENEHDS

(:?-r(_@.ai FLIT ETUIFT ,_o);-ﬂr-fasirj

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please! Now that the hon. Member has
withdrawn—
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@8 oo Swon

(8w gyi. GCrwgrs)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)
You know, one can fabricate a letter, one can publish

that letter in their own papers. No other paper other than
their own paper published that letter.

Bewidn DANNGDS

(R Rd Furprusi gaisser)

(Mr, Deputy Speaker)

Order, please ! Now the hon. Member has withdrawn
that.

CHECa¥ Suewmil S,
(B, asgwsr uEtaTy )
(Mr., Lakshman Jayakody)

Out of courtesy to you and to the House, because the
Hon. Prime Minister has an objection I will take this step
on this occasion, I will write to these gentlemen and
clarify the matter.

@&, Yo Summ
(Bm. oyt GCregre)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)
Very zood.

CHE 5T Swemmd Sonun

(2. aspwer sudtlary.)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

T will certainly do that and then I shall table it. I think
that will clear the air.

M8, oo Suww

(Bm. i GG srs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

That shows that he has not got prior permission. That
subsequent statement testifies to the fact that what he
said earlier was a falsehood.

CHgesy dacmd Somn

(2 5. aapersr eywdGlary. )

(Mr., Lakshman Jayakody)

No, it is the whole truth. These letters are being posted
to us. Photostat copies are being posted mainly for our
information and use and for nothing else.

Bowidy DSENEDIDE

(Gy Bd Furprusi s

{Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Now that you have withdrawn that letter—

CILCH duemB Sumy

(&5, evmpear musGary.)

({Mr. Lakshman Jayzkody)

I have not withdrawn it. Out of courtesy to this House
I am not reading it.
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Bowids DRGNS

(D Bs FLrprusi yairser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

If you are not reading it, please do not refer to it.

CHE Sy duomiE Somm

(5. evmpcer spudbary.)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I will refrain from reading it for one reason. We are a
democratic country, and other countries have a certain
image of our country. They know that we are a
democratic country. They are opposed to Presidential
rule, and it is especially so of a country like Britain where
there is Cabinet Government, where there is an
unwritten Constitution.

08, e @onu Snm

(B gyt GCrugre)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

He is bringing the British Government into the
picture. What is the authority that he has to represent
the British Government in this House ? Let him prove
that.—(/nterruption.)~1 protest vehemently. He is’
involving our foreign relationship—

CE T Suommd Snoy

(5w, awgesr muEtary.)

{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I do not like individual rule. 1 am always for Cabinet
Government, for collective responsibility.

Howfty DS5HEDNS

(Fr@s surprusi yai L)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please ! Now he is not representing the British
Government.

CHE Py dwemmd S

(& m. st mudabary. )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

This can create a very wrong image of this country,
and therefore I hope the Hon. Prime Minister, who I
think normally does not lose his nerve, will bear with me
and listen to what I have to say in the balance portion of
my argument. He gets upset when I mention some of
these facts.

ald ¢ o Swmm

(‘?j 9 i, :_'?Q.nr.r&r.‘r )

(Mr. R. Premadasza)

When you play tricks I get upset.

CRE Ty duemd S,
‘r:D aamprar muslEryg )
{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
I never play tricks.
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08 e’ € Cumn

(Zcm i 90 gre)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)
How did you come into this House ?

k]

CHE0sY duemd Suwn
(5. asmpesr uitary.)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I am rather worried about this situation today. In the
“Sun” newspaper of today there is a news item with
regard to the next budget. It is mainly because of the fact
that we are going to have a Presidential election, because
the Presidential election is to start immediately. It is
going to start from next month.

0l eg o Suuy

(Do i WCresrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

What is the relevance ?
CAEOD dacemB Swuy
{ Bt avspeeer 156 Ey. )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I will give you the relevance—money, cash, the
economic situation. The “Sun” reports that these matters
were discussed at yesterday’s Cabinet meeting and it was
agreed that instead of the regular budget Hon. Ronnie de
Mel, the Minister of Finance & Planning, will present a
Vote on Account for expenditure necessary to cover the
budgeted account in keeping with the requirements of
the Constitution. This decision was taken yesterday
because the Presidential and the General Election will be
held this year. Both elections are to be held this year.

Now, Sir, we obtained, I must say very thankfully,
copies of the World Bank Report. I do not know whether
the Gentlemen across the floor of this house have read
this World Bank Report. If you read this World Bank
Report you will get the impression of a rather alarming
situation that is going to arise especially when you have
Presidential rule rather than a Cabinet form of
Government in this country.

I would like to read certain passages from this report
because to my mind this country is in an economic crisis,
and the reason for the crisis, mainly is that you have
given to His Excellency the President all powers that he
can exercise which he said he wanted to pull the country
out of the mess, where he has gone on
progressively—according to him a good thing—to
dismantle the restrictions and controls and so forth,
where he has liberalized imports and permitted the free
flow of goods, where he said he has depreciated the
exchange rates sharply for various reasons, where he also
went on removing the subsidies and allowed the market
forces to determine the economy of this country, and
where he has encouraged foreign investment and the
removal of high duties on various goods.

1982 geodedzp 26
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Sir, we have got into a serious mess. We have seen the
situation of an open economy. I would like to read out a
note that I wrote. No one could say that this is outside
the knowledge of this House. I find that the reason for
advancing the election is not to get a fresh mandate but
to stop a serious situation that might arise in 1982 and
1983. The World Bank says so. | would ask everyone to
read this report. The whole thing cannot be read. I would
like the hon. Members of this House to read first the
summary and conclusions. I just read it, and 1 was
amazed at what had happend during the last five years,
This is a document that everyone cannot get but no one
can say that this is also a forged document. It is
available—(Interruption). Well, the people rejected us
because our five-year plan was not good.

Now, what does it say? Under the
stewardship—(Interruption). 1 am talking of one thing.
We are now speaking about an individual who is going to
be the President.

cond daBlicn dum (dHnpd)

(‘EJ) ST gm;ﬁ-ﬁﬁiﬁ—,@;mfrd’&&)

(Mr. Lionel Jayatilleke—Minister)

Icor’ gdmwes gosn mIB8. ¢ @25335)
2@ YEH P 0 P o€ o8 EDewd wmemd
cvslfem mum B

HDewiEn DA NGEHNY,

(oo FUTBrUsT ,;J;m_r.ffa;cir)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

BN eV O tsewle Dl x Do e ?

CudNE daBica @2um

(Ben award gurgws)

(Mr. Lionel Jayatilleke)

ehemn® wrleoul. de o viésTen endn
Elh¢wd smmd edte B dndses amen’ s
BAHS,

CTFI D57 duoms dnm,

(5. esqwer NuSEsTY. )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

g8 drlecws’ Tigd BE®Diw Huch 09 Roed,
&uf Bodouw

(ymsgsanr aomant)

(A Member)

Qe ey ' B

CFECH Suomd Snmy

(B aFywsr P EC 5T )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Another matter I have to refer to is the way we are
going bankrupt. This is a Government which got
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[Ew ;*;@zr..'“ Hosmd dunmn]
enormous amounts of money. I do not think the previous
Governments received that amount of money. This is
what the World Bank Report at page 11 states :

“Finally, the exchange rate was allowed to depreciate somewhat in
response to high inflation in Sri Lanka relative to inflation abroad.
During the course of 1981, the rupee depreciated by about 14% against
the US dollar and by about 4% against the SDR; nevertheless, the
rupee continued to appreciate in real terms against most major
currencies. The result of these measures was a 7% drop in imports
volume, which was largely responsible for the decline in the current
account deficit from the equivalent of 20% to 15% of GDP. Together
with a marginal increase in non-monetary capital inflows, this decline
in the current account deficit reflected itself in a reduced loss of net
international reserves—3$33 million in 1981 as compared to § 220
million in 1980. Commercial borrowings, however, remained a high 5%
of GDP. Sri Lanka's gross reserve posilion improved due to large net
drawings on the IMF under the Extended and Compensatory Finance
facilities—at end—1981, gross reserves stood at $ 451 million,
equivalent to 11 weeks of imports.”

Now, Sir, this is not irrelevant. You are not going to
have the Budget because of the election. You see, we
have only eleven weeks’ imports to this country.

Then, Sir, it goes on and says at page 3 that by the end
of 1982—that is the end of this year, which is not so
far—Sri Lanka’s gross international reserves, in the
absence of net drawings on the IMF, would amount to
only eight weeks of imports. Only eight weeks’ imports. I
mean, this is the stewardship of a
Government '—(Interruption). Wait, wait. Then it says,
« coverage even lower than it stood at the end of 1980 ”.
What happened ? This is lower than 1980. It can be two
months. In 1980 there were a least three months. You
will bring it down to two months. If this policy is carried
out by you and His Excellency, I tell you that by the end
of 1983 it will be only one month.

They say that “ unless further policy changes are made
in 1982 "—mind you, this is what is coming—* the loss of
the adjdustment momentum would carry over into
1983—you have brought down the period— * and be
reflected in increasingly precarious budget and balance
of payments positions.”

Commercial rate borrowings—see what is happening !
We all know the robbery that is going on in Air Lanka.
We also know what is happening in the Shipping
Ministry now. We also know what is happening in regard
to various other activities as well as in all these
departments. It is very serious, Sir.

Not only that. The subsidies are going. They want to
knock off the subsidies. I will read that section : “ Tt will
not be easy to reduce expenditures growth, but however
painful steps must be taken. On the recurrent budget, the
government must continue to reduce the burden of
consumer subsidies and transfers ”. It has to reduce the
burden of consumer subsidies and taransfers—it goes on
to say —* while means must be found to shift some of the

EGe®sy
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«investment bulge in 1982—84 into 1985—86, where there
are large unallocated provisions ”. Now these are steps
that you have to take.

Therefore, Sir, it is obvious that they have to have the
election earlier. They cannot go on till 1983, They cannot
go on till 1984. The President will never get a vote by
1984.

They also say : “ A sound budget alone would probably
not be sufficient to bring about the required
improvements in the balance of payments; this would
need to be accompanied by a realistic exchange rate
policy ”. There is another devaluation coming which will
shoot up the prices, I hope the Hon. Ministers will read
this. Therefore, it is obvious that there are three main
reasons to my mind, as to why the Government is trying
to get an early election. We are for an early election. But
there is something sinister behind this. The sinister
moves are these. As I said erlier, there is not one else
other than Mr. J. R. Jayewardene who can contest from
the Government side. He is the one and only person. No
one else can.—(Interruption). Precisely. Secondly, Sir,
the Government side is depriving Mrs. Sirimavo
Bandaranaike of another period of office—not only this
time but even the next time.

gy HDdeww

(s gar oamet)

(A Member)

We will never allow her to contest.

CTL sy Suewmd Samm

(87 espesr qualsry )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

There you are! Thank you very much. You are
depriving her of her civic rights—that is the second one.
Thridly, the Government is really frightened and funking
as far as the people are concerned, because the World
Bank says very clearly the steps which have to be taken,
and once they are taken the Government will lose.
Therefore, they want to have an early election first,
Those are the reasons behind this Bill, and we are not
going to be a party to that type of activity.

&, oy bA9

aDsY e enshsd Sunm (camsf@cc)
(BT yerps somsruss—0sr Fiuwi)
(Mr. Ananda Dasanayake—Kotmale)
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Sowlds Dt

(Qr@s surprust seiser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please ! Please allow the hon, Member to be
heard.

HILY & gnem P,

(B Hvps sonwpruss)

(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)
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(SrGs surprusi gyouisen)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please ! The Deputy Chairman of Committees
will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER /left the Chair, and MR.

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES (MR. EDMUND
SAMARAWICKREMA) took the Chair.
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(Mr, Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please! The hon. Member must address the
Chair.
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(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)

Thank you, I obey yoy, Sir.
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“N. W. de Costa,
24, Church Street,
Nugegoda,
19.8.82.

Dear M.P.,.

It is illegal to keep Mrs. Bandaranaike out of Presidential and General
Elections. The move is an affront on People’s Sovereignty. It holds
Section 3, Chapter 1 of the Constitution to ridicule

I cite Section 3, Chapter 1 of the Constitution and submit the
following for your earnest and careful consideration.

The Section states : “ In the Republic of Sri Lanka
Sovereignty is in the Pepole.”

Sovereignty is inalienable

The Constitution does not state that People vest in their servants
(representatives) this Sovereignty even temporarily

People (consisting of several millions) finding it difficult to get
togethier to govern the country, periodically hold elections and choose
their servants (representatives), place them in high esteem, honour
them and give them Temporary Power as power is necessary to rule the
country and work for its welfare.

There is a vast difference between this temporary power and
Sovereignty.

As a citizen (sharing Sovereignty with other citizens) 1 feel
embarrassed to find a lady who was chosen t v the neople twice before
(though I did not vote for her party) "—
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He is not an SLFPer. He is an anti-SLFPer ; one Mr.
de Costa.

—* is kept out of the forthcoming elections. I find it illegal to keep her
out. The move is an affront'on People’s Sovereignty. 1t holds Section 3,
Chapter 1 of the Constitution to ridicule.

I do not say the People’s representatives have conspired to keep her
out. They may have failed to see things in the correct perspective.

Why the move is illegal

If a Minister, for any legitimate reason, would visit a private
household or gathering it would be usual for those in the household or
gathering to get up and receive him. It is ethically correct that this
shopld be so. But in the presence of the people as a whole (Soverign) it
is the Minister who should get up.

Though the Parliament has power to punish wrong-doing individuals
the Parliament has no power to punish the people as a whole. The
power of the 2/3 majority has to be exercised with jurisprudence. The
servants are not expected to feel infatuated with power or work as they
please.

That the Parliament had ower to impose a penalty on Mrs.
Bandaranaike I do not challenge. What I say is that the penalty
imposed on her should cease in time or be suspended for the time being
for her to be judged by People in whom is Sovereignty.

Mrs. Bandaranaike was twice the Prime Minister of the country. She
was twice the chosen servant of the people. The Parliament has no
vested power or right to prevent * Sovereign * from judging whether or
not one set of servants has dealt with a previous servant too severely.

People ask why a Government that has scen flaws within its own
party cannot face bravely the situation where Mrs. Bandaranaike was
considered to have acted wrongfully.

I am impelled to request you to take up this issue and try to rentove
this blot from the political history of the country. Please do your bit to
see that the lady’s civic rights are restored (even temporarily) to enable
her to participate in both elections. If the people do not pardon her the
penalty can be reintroduced.

feelings in
are alien

The
expressions and
to British and Western Constitutional Law.

Thank you,

Yours faithfully,
Sgd. N. W. de. Costa.”
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(Mr, Ranil Wickremasinghe—Minister of Youth Affairs
& Employment and Minister of Education)
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I am reading from page 12.

* Election by the People connotes acknowledgement of the
Sovereignty of the People. It is the only pround of democratic
legitimacy.

It is in harmony with this democratic principle that the executive
power of the People should be exercised by a President elected by the
People that the French Constitution which asserts by Article 3 that—

* National Sovereignty belongs to the Peope which shall
exercise this Sovereignty through their representatives and by
means of Referendum ’
provides by Article 7, that in the event of the Presidency of the
Republic becoming vacant for any cause whatsoever there should be a
new President elected by the People.”
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“ In our view by restricting the irreducible period of the President’s
office from six to four years, the President would be enabled to discover
the will of the People and the People will be given an opportunity to
express their approval or disapproval of his stewardship or his
programme of action, prior to the expiration of the full period of six
years. The grant of this power involves in no way an infringement of the
Sovereignty of the People as contemplated by Article (3) of the
Constitution.”
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Mr. Deputy Chairman, let us look at that report. 1
would challenge the hon. Member to make it available to
everyone. They say in fact, during a difficult period the
government—(Interruption.) You make it available since
you are the one who brought it the Government has
performed well. I would like to remind the hon. Member
for Attanagalla that if he looks at that report he will see
that the per capita income of the country has gone up by
$ 160 in 1977 and 280 in 1981. They praise the
performance of the agricultural sector in regard to paddy
and in regard to traditional crops. They praise the tourist
sector. They in fact point out certain shortcomings which
they say we should correct, on some of which we agree
and on some of which we do not agree. We will carry out
what we think is suitable. If you take this report as a
whole, you will see that they are not at all pessimistic
about the performance of the Government during this
period when the whole world faced a recession,

If yon look at the index rate in that report, it shows
that between 1970 and 1977 the school-going population
reduced, and it increased only after 1977. I want you to
read that. It was a mere Rs. 900 million on education
then, but we are now spending Rs. 3,000 million. On the
Universities alone we have increased to nearly Rs. 400
million. What about the health services, new teachers.
Every school with “ A ” Level has been equipped with a
television set. A vast number of schools in this country
have got new buildings. What about the houses we have
given ? What about the land we are giving ? Why dé you
not read all that out 7 They have also advised us,
“ concentrate on your export sector. Improve your
plantations ”. And remember, as long, as the agricultural
sector is developed—and we are mainly an agricultural
society-~we can get through. That is why during this
period of trouble we have survived. In fact, we have
become self-sufficient in rice. They criticize us for Prima
but in fact instead of importing flour we are importing
only wheat. And we are trying to become self-sufficient
in sugar. Is not this an achievement for a developing
country ? How did the United States of America
survive ? On its agricultural base. That is what we are
doing,.

I would request the hon. Member to make this report
available to everyone. Read it and take its sum total, and
you will see there is no bleak picture. The policies of this
Government have enabled a large number of people to
live ; a large number of people can exist today.
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€9:9, 1 know that he is advising Mrs. Bandaranaike.
Mr. Nadesan is advising Mr. Bandaranaike. She may
no divulge all the secrets to you but I am aware of it.

Sir, who was the guardian of the constitution of this
country ? Who do they call the guardian of the
democratic liberties of this country ? Dr. Colvin R. de
Silva. He is the gentleman who extended the life of
Parliament by two years. Sir, we have not forgotten what
he did to the democratic structure of this country. What
Jack the Ripper did to the women of London—he raped
them first and then ripped their throats that is what he
did to the democratic structure of this country. Do you
expect us to vote for Dr. Colvin R. de Silva? He is a
great lawyer but he misled the people of this country, all
of us who believed in the democratic system. He misled
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everyone. I do not think the people will ever vote for an
intellectual humbug. The Opposition is bankrupt. The
people are aware of it.—(Interruption). He is wise
enough to be in the Communist Party. I understand that
he may come forward as a candidate. It may be a very
good choice for the Communist Party to put forward the
candidature of the hon. Member for Kalawana as a
Presidential candidate.

But look at the S.L.F.P. There are two sections. We do
not know which is which.
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There are others who want it. There is the son-in-law.
(Interruption.) There are two sons-in-law. I do not know.
One wanis to be the king-maker, if not the king ! Then
there is the hon. Second Member for Nuwara
Eliya-Maskeliya (Mr. Anura Bankdaranaike). He says,
“] am the only male heir. I should be the Presidential
candidate.” In a party which recognises family
connections like the SLFP, it may be a factor ; certainly
not in our party. But I know the tension that exists there
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in Rosemead Place. Today 1 went past that place at 2
o'clock and I saw a security guard in grey inspecting the
bag of a man and a woman who were going in. It is
unheard of. People can walk into our Ministry without
being checked. I do not know what they were inspecting.
This was at: the Rosemead Place residence- of Mrs.
Bandaranaike. The situation there today is quite similar
to the situation which prevailed in the Mahawasala of
Kotte just before the Wijayabakollaya. Of course, who is
going to stab whom I do not know, but it is going to end
in murder ! That is the position that the SLFP has come
to.

If they say that we have deprived Mrs. Bandaranaike
of her civic rights they could have canvassed that at the
District Council elelctions. They did not come forward.
They avoided it. Let them come forward now. After all,
the conditions that a candidate has to accept are that if
he wins he will remove the restriction placed on Mrs.
Bandaranaike’s political rights, dissolve parliament, and
resign after the SLFP has won the next election. Why ?
If she has faith in her party, let anyone do it. As the Hon.
Minister of Health said They
cannot trust each other.
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Vijaya Kumaranatunga has hijacked the politbureau
of the SLFP, and Mrs. Bandaranaike who cannot even
find a majority there talks of finding a majority in the
country. Is that not the position that you all are in ? You
all cannot find a candidate. You all have no policies. You
all are bankrupt. For the first time in this country, for
this whole century, there has been a government that has
shown resuts. So I would suggest to hon. Members of the
Opposition who are going around in search of a common
candidate, trying to get an uncommon common
candidate to give up their endeavours. The people of this
country have already accepted the leadership of His
Excellency J. R. Jayewardene and joined in the process
to develop the country.

I conclude by commending this Bill to the House.
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(B srg g6 QCas—saairst)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama—Kalawana)

Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees, as the course of
the Debate shows that I am going to be left as the only
Member voting against this amendment, I think I
deserve the indulgence of this House to put forward the
reasons why I propose to vote against this amendment,
because otherwise it is possible that that vote may be
misinterpreted in some way or the other.

I was listening to the speech of the Hon. Minister of
Education, Sir. It was an enthusiastic speech by the
young Minister, almost an election speech. But he said
one thing which is indisputable. He said, governments
like to stay in power, like to stay in office as, long as
possible ; and oppositions, he said, like to bring
governments down. That is exactly the logic behind this
amendment, because the Government likes to stay in
power this amendment is being brought. It is not because
the Government has suddenly got into a fit of generosity
and thought, “ We have ruled now for four years,
therefore we must give the people a chance to throw us
out”. It is precisely because the Government wants to
stay in power that this amendment is being brought, and
also it is because the realization is dawning more and
more upen the people in power that the longer they wait
the more difficult it is going to be to remain in power
with the majority supporting them.

Now, Sir, I do not want to go into a long political
explanation ; but all Constitutions involve politics, and
certainly all amendments of this type involve politics.
The reason for this amendment is a political reason. It is
not some loophole in the Constitution that is being
patched. up. It is not some shortcoming in the
Constitution that is being made up. It is a political
decision, and | want to draw the attenticn of the House
to this matter : that His Excellency the President on the
7th of July this year first announced the proposed
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amendment which he intended placing before this House.
I remember, Sir, Members of Opposition political parties
were summoned before the President and he made
announcements in the presence of, 1 think, six or seven
Ministers—a very formidable array of Ministers at
that—in which he detailed the constitutional amendment
which the government intended to bring.

What were those amendments ? I would like to quote
from the Government-sponsored paper, the “ Ceylon
Daily News”, of the 8th of July. It said, “ Cabinet
approves changes in election law.” I do not know whether
the Cabinet approved them, because I saw that some of
those amendments came to be known of some of the
Members of the Cabinet later on—(Interruption.)—yes,
they may have been absent ! The amendments related to
some of these matters. The “ Daily News ™ says in the
front page leader article :

“ The Cabinet approved of the preparation of legislation for the time
betwsen the proclamation of an election and nomination day to be one

week and between nomination day and election day to be between 2—4
weeks.”

{2) A person who has been deprived of civic rights by a Special
Presidential Commission to be subject to no further disqualification.
Any person making use of a person who has lost civic rights during an
election to be deemed to have committed a corrupt practice.

Then the astounding thing is this :

On an injunction being applied for in the Court of Appeal in this
regard during the course of an election, votes for that party in respect of
that district will not be counted in respect of that district.

That was the second one. The next one is :

On an election petition on this ground the candidates of the party so
elcected will not be able to sit in Parliament pending the determination
of that election petition.

The election petition should be determined within two
months of filing. Then the next one is :

The present position regarding making available T.V. time and
broadcasting time as between political parties which is mandatory to be
now determined by administrative means after consultation with the
opposition.

Then you have the famous twenty-one days’ provision :
provision to be made to enable Members of the
Opposition to cross over to the Government in order to
stabilize the Government.

That is to put Members up for auction for 21 days !

The present restriction on the President dissolving Parliament in the
first year to be removed. Provision to be made for the President to
dissolve Parliament in the first year or on not more than two occasions.

Then we come to the mandate being sought by the
President. This is the background. But can anybody
looking at those amendments, looking at the record of
the Government, think what the Government’s intentions
were ? Was it to democratize the Parliamentary electoral
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system further or was it to increase the franchise of the
people, or was it to ensure by means of this amendment
that the government was going to be in what was almost
an unbeatable position ? Fortunately, the Government
itself has got circumscribed by its own Constitution.
They know that they cannot go before the Supreme
Court with those amendments, that the Supreme Court
was bound to order a Referendum, and therefore
discretion has proved to be the better part of valour and
they have come with only this particular amendment.

Incidentally, I would like to say one thing before I
proceed any further. It is understood that when the
Supreme Court deliberates on a matter like this, the
Supreme Court conveys its decision to the Hon. Speaker.
The Deputy Speaker read that out at 3 o’ clock today. It
took him half an hour to read that. Shortly thereafter the
Hon. Prime Minister read out a prepared speech to this
House, both in Sinhala an in English. The Hon. Prime
Minister quoted chunks of the Supreme Court judgment.
I want to know this. Jt is a good thing for this House to
know how the Hon. Prime Minister had that in so short a
time, ready, translated, and he literally read out portions
of this judgment. Did the Speaker give it to him ?

e (Bde ¢ ¢SS S
(B yopsfam & yaden)

(Mr. Anandatisa de Alwis)

A copy had been sent to the President.

iy YW eomOLeTad® Somm

(B e74 opCar BOwsw)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

I understand the explanation. I just wanted to know it
because as far as this House is concerned the
communication comes to the Hon. Speaker. If the
President got that communication and gave it to the
Hon. Prime Minister—whether it is right or not, I do not
know—then that is another matter, because we were
wondering as to how he got it. That is all. Now, I am
glad to learn from the Hon. Minister of State that the
President had given it to the Hon. Prime Minister. I
would like to know how the “sun ” got it two or three
days ago. The “Sun” had a headline saying that the
Supreme Court had ruled in this way. So, obviously,
from one of these channels there is a leak. I am not
blaming the * Sun ™ because they have their reporters
and they must get news from where they can, and this
was a scoop. But there are leaks from some of the places
where these things are sent in confidence.

Anyway, that is beside the point. The point I was
trying to make is that this Government introduced these
amendments or, rather, announced these amendments.
Then they have confined themselves to one amendment
regarding the Presidential election. What politics is there
in this ? The politics is that the World Bank team is here,
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or was here a few days ago. They are presssing this
Government for further devaluation. It is going to be
anything from Rs. 24 to Rs. 30 a dollar.

The Government knows that it is in dire financial
trouble; tomorrow it is going to be worse than today.
They have to cut subsidies, they have to cut down free
education, impose cuts in the services, and they know
that an election after that is going to be very much worse
for them. That is the politics behind this Constitutional
Amendment.

Sir, the past record of the Government with regard to
some of these matters is even more peculiar. There was
an earlier Amendment—the hon. Member for
Attanagalla (Mr. Lakshman Jayakody) raised this
question when this Bill was tabled—regarding the
Kalawana seat, where there were going to be two
Members.

G eds e ¢ ¢CSE Dam

(B gyorpsGavew & yavelisn)

(Mr, Anandatissa de Alwis)

I would like to have the opportunity of saying that you
made a misleading statement. The Government intends
to spend more on education next year than what it is
doing now.

wiéw W emdietog Do

(Bwm. sr5 apsas Glasw)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

We will see, Sir. The Government may be intending to
do it, but it will not be able to, even if it is there.

The point is, the last Third Amendment was an
Amendment that was going to bring two Members from
my constituency into this House. A large number of
people were waiting to have two Members. The Bill was
passed on the 6th of January 1981, by acclamation ;
nobody was here to oppose it. I am sorry the Hon.
Speaker is not here. It is the duty of the Hon. Speaker
thereafter to certify that Bill; and after that a
referendum shall be held. That is the jaw. But what
happened? Why was that Bill not certified? Why did not
the Government, which brought its majority with a whip
and got that Bill passed, ultimately get that Bill referred
for a referendum ? So, that is one of the past histories of
this Government in regard to Constitution-making. That
Third Amendment was abortive ; it died as it was born
and the people who were expecting the privilege of
having two Members for this constituency which I
represent were denied that.

Then, we have the situation where the entire electoral
machinery has been carefully prepared towards this
election that is forthcoming. First of all, the Sri Larka
Freedom party have already been compalining about
their leader being deprived of her right to contest;
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whether it is right or wrong, whether she asked that
Supreme Court Judges be appointed is not my concern at
the moment. But, what I am saying is, these are the ways
in which this electon has been prepared.

Then, we found that after the Jaffna DDC
Elections—in which six ballot boxes are still missing—the
Elections Commissioner of that time, Mr. Piyasekera,
retired at the first available opportunity, on arriving at
the age of 55. He was entitled to wait till 60. I think all
other Commissioners of Elections waited till 60, but Mr.
Piyasekera retired before that.

& Rodewny
(/ Member)
Do you blame the Government for that also ?

uény S emdoelng Pam

(B «78 apsG s GOasLw)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

What happened after that? A person was
appointed—I am not sure whether it was an acting or
permanent appointment—as Acting Elections
Commissioner. It turned out to be that the person who
was appointed Acting Elections Commissioner, one Mr.
Marikar, also substantially held another post as
Additional Secretary in the President’s Office, and was
naturally not a person who could continue to hold both
offices. then, with regard to the new person Mr.
Chandrananda de Silva, there are serious allegations
about his role in the Jaffna DDC Elections—

& Bobewnl

(ymsggai pmar)
(A Member)
How can that be ?

s @ enbocPug Ynm

f’fQ@ FIG @(g}@;ﬂ:;@@mﬁw)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)
—and therefore my contention is that that is also part of
the preparations towards the election.

@R cBE s ¢ T v

(B ywpshaaw & gosin)

(Mr, Anandatissa de Alwis)
You cannot discuss the Commissioner of Elections
without a substantive motion.

udm W omOPeDe® Pwuwy,

{r.%‘?.:._v)_ & @ﬁ?ﬁr_.’.@@m&m)

(Mr, Sarath Muttetuwegama)

Sir, if necessary may I bring a substanive motion ?

HPEY B 6 ¢ 8E B @

( ;’},‘:5 DY 5 G e & Wa‘ﬂ?m)

(Mr. Anandatissa de Alwis)

You cannot do that without a substantive motion.
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ud IWeMOUETHP Doy
(B T15 0psa 51 L EQarsin)
(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

I am not discussing his conduct.

Gy B s & o8 dumm
(B s pghoven & opaaion)
(Mr. Arnandatissa de Alwis)

Sir, I rise to a point of Order.

5y Bodacory

(Hmssgai emar)

(A Member)

You will have to withdraw that.

udy P@Wendoelnd Sum,
(Fm svs apsls’ Gasw)
(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)
No. then Sir, we
Amendment.—(Interruption).

come to this

CEY @DCHEE Doy

(B abs oypmagypad)
(Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali)

wmd BECdw.
GTEpE ST,

Frogse.
PG
(ymss i)
(Members)
Withdraw!

G AW oWMOTETN® Dy

(B 575 apaCst GOwsw)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

No, Sir. I have not made any remarks about his
conduct.

P ROG

(w55 Fart)
{(Members)

Why not, why not ?

CBE @B Smwm

(B menfla HErwREan)

(Mr. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

No, Sir, He will have to withdraw it.

oL, 8-,
(ypasfani)
(Members)

Withdraw ! Withdraw !

wém YW oDOUTAD oW,

(B 574 opAPm GOmsw)

(Myr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

I am entitled to comment in that way, Sir. And, I am
not going to withdraw aaything that I said.
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Y HOG
(s s o)
{Members)
Withdraw !

sy FWowmleland Punwm

(B erg apsC s BCusw)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

Well, Sir, I am coming to the balance part of my
submission on this Constitutional Amendment. As ] said,
this is not a Constitution, Sir. This Constitution is going
to be the downfall of the Government—the Constitution
that they themselves framed—because this is not a
Constitution. It is a cuckoo’s nest, and some people are
now trying to fly over that cuckoo’s nest. Mr. Deputy
Chairman, just look at the preamble of this Constitution.
If it was not a Constitution, one might have taken it as a
comic strip!

EBE Swy@Born Sovam

{ﬁ@ menfley eQ‘i_-eraér‘gy)

(Mr. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

Does Poland have a Constitution ?

wlwW YW eNDOeTaP Swww
f‘Q(g FIE @;.5?@‘5:_'_@@&&:1)
(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

What does it say ? It says: “THE PEOPLE OF SRI
LANKA,” etc., and goes on—

“in order to achieve the goals of a DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST
REPUBLIC, and having solemnly resolved by the grant of such a
mandate and the confidence resposed in their said representatives who
were elected by the overwhelming majority to constitute SRI LANKA
into a DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC, whilst ratifying the
immutable republican principles of REPRESENTATIVE
DEMOCRACY, and assuring to all peoples FREEDOM,
EQUALITY, JUSTICE, FUNDAMENTAL HUMAN RIGHTS and
the INDEPENDENCE OF THE JUDICIARY as the intangible
heritage that guarantees the dignity and well being of succeeding
generations of the People of SRI LANKA and of all the people of the
World, who come to share with those generations the effort of working
for the creation and preservation of a JUST AND FREE SOCIETY :~

We have brought a Constitution for all the peoples of
the World, but every time we think of an election we
have to amend the Constitution, Sir ! Anyway what has
happened now is that in this Constitution, apart from
anything else, there is a very serious hiatus in relation to
the Presidential election. It is a very serious hiatus
because this Constitution says that a candidate must get
fifty per cent either on-the first preferences. or if there
are no first preferences, on the second and third
preferences of voters if given to one of the two
leading—the first or the second—persons in the first
count. Now, sir, it is quite possible, if you will envisage a
situation that we can come to an election result in which
nobody gets the fifty per cent. There can be six or seven
candidates. There may be people who do not use the
second and third preferences. It is quite possible
particularly in the first time out, and it is quite a
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practical possibility that the result will ensue where none
of the candidates will get fifty per cent or over fifty per
cent of the total votes,—(Interruption).

When two candidates contest, it is the majority, but
the full thrust of this Constitution is that there should
have been an overall 50 per cent vote, and ultimately it
can come to a situation where there is no fifty per cent so
that people can be elected—even the President of the
country—with a minority vote.

Then, Sir, we have the situation where the
Constitutional Court or the Supreme Court has gone into
some petitions that were submitted to it. It is not the
legal aspect of the matter really that matters, but the
political aspect. What is the position, Sir ? The hon.
Member for Medawachchiya just outlined some of the
problems that will arise.

Now, as at present, this Constitution specifies that the
President will continue in office till the 4th of February
1984. It specifies the date on which elections will be held
or the period during which elections will be held. Then,
during that time, everybody knows that the President’s
period of office is over, that elections are being held for a
new term of office. His Excellency the President himself,
when he was a Member of this House, when he was
Prime Minister when he introduced the Second
Amendment to the 1972 Constitution enabling the
Presidential form of Government, specifically stated the
rationale behind the Presidential system. I must say, in
fairness to His Excellency the President, it is not
something he came upon suddenly because of the
majority he had in this House. He had been thinking of it
for a long time. He has made speeches in the CAAS, he
had introduced an Amendment in the Constituent
Assembly, and this has been his thinking, that he wanted
a Presidential system together with some form of
proportional representation. I am not saying that he
suddenly made use of this majority to bring this system
of government.

That is a matter that he has advocated for a long time.
He has given the reasons why he advocated the
Presidential system. At column 1239 of the HANSARD
of 23rd September, 1977, His Excellency the President,
commenting on the new system, says :

“But the President, aloof from all this, is only subject to the people,
and once in so many years”—

Once in so many years; that is, during a specified
period—

“he must go to the people; he is not subject to the whims and fancies

of this House as President but as Head of the Cabinet he must govern
with the Cabinet.”

Then at an earlier page also he has said the same
thing. In Column 1219 of the same HANSARD, the
President says :

“Under the reformed Constitution the President, we are suggesting,

should be in office for a period of six years but not simultaneously with
the House.”
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That was his thinking. The period of six years was
specified; and the argumentation of all the Ministers of
the Front Bench who spoke in that Debate was that it
would strengthen stability and it would win confidence.
In fact, 1 have brought a book written by one of the
people who had been an adviser to this Government or
who claims to have been an adviser to this
Government—1 do not know whether the Government
would repudiate him—Dr. A. J. Wilson. He has written a
book called “The Gaullist System in Asia” and at page
61, about the Executive President. he says :

“The position of the President of Sri lanka leaves little doubt that it
contains vast possibilities that cannot readily envisaged. The framers
expect the President to function in the best of democratic traditions. If
faced with a hostile legislative majority, they anticipate a situation
where President and Prime Minister will come to an understanding
under which the former will either revert to the role of a constitutional
head of state or fhere will be a sharing of power, without either
exercising disproportionate authority; in effect the one could act as a
check on the other. On the other hand if the President is in control of a
majority in Parliament, he could transform his office into one that
approximates to that of a constitutional dictator. In such an event the
path that might be followed by an incumbent scornful of democratic
convention is not the French or American examples but those of the
Philippines and Mexico. Both the Filippino and Mexican Presidents
refuse to accommodate oppositional elements. Therein lies the greatest
danger to,the Sri Lankan system.”

At another point in this book -he says about foreign
investment ; that one of the big arguments in favour of
the Executive Presidency is that it would guarantee to
foreign investors because of the stability afforded by six
years. At page 157 of this book, Dr. Wilson says :

“The principal motivations for the introduction of Gaullist
constitutionalism were twofold—to attract foreign investment and to
convince international aid-givers that Sri Lanka is a safe bet. The
danger is that the objectives may be realised for only so long as the
present government remains in office. In that event the constitutional
historians would argue that the system was counter-productive ; the
island would have accumulated a huge foreign debt and foreign
investors whould have fled the country, acting on the assumption that
they had only a limited time at their disposal to obtain returns for their
outlays.”

The point is that the whole reasoning behind the
Executive Presidency is being thrown overboard for
political expediency, and the political expediency is that
the elections next year or the year after will be worse
than elections now. Therefore, the rationalization
everybody knows now ; it is only a question of the dates
that are not known. The Presidential Election will be
held and that elections for the Parliament will follow
thereafter, instead of it being the other way around as it
should be in the Constitution. What would be the result
if it was the other way around ?

Today, as a result of your bringing forward the
Presidential Elections what advantages do you gain
politically ? The Government gains from preserving the
present composition of this House. In a country where
patronage is politics and where politics is patronage,
where everything depends on Members of Parliament of

1982 geeded 26

596

the Government where the chit of the Government
Member of Parliament is a fiat and an open sesame to a
number of cases, when the government has 143 Members
in 143 Constituencies, it automatically gains advantages,
which it would have never gained if the Presidential
Election were held after the elections to the Parliament
under the proportional representation system.

Even if the Government is popular, even if the
Government wins the parliamentary elections, under the
proportional representation system they will never have
143. I do not want to speculate which of you will not be
here and which of you will be here—that is for your
list—but certainly half of you will not be
here.—(Interruption). That is, 143 Members of
Parliament, = (Interruption). Maybe, but I am not in the
picture for the Presidential Election.—(Interruption).

Bewids mém SMUBNS

(Bw eu sdai)
(Mr. Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please !

wl IWeDOLPOT Swwm

(Bw. s15 apiCs BOnsw)

(M=, Sarath Muttetuwegama)

Sir, the Government has, 1 think about 90
Ministers—Cabinet Ministers, District Ministers, Deputy
Ministers, Project Ministers. I think the number is about
90. The whole of that side consists of Ministerial, Deputy
Ministerial and District Ministerial personnel. Look at
the advantage that gives—people holding office,
Ministers holding office, District Ministers holding
office, all working for a Presidential election—an
advantage which they may not have after the
Parliamentary election. Apart from everything else, look
at the number of government vehicles that they may have
to work in an election, when vehicles are an important
thing and a costly factor. When they have government
vehicles—(Interruption) Sir, I do not want to go into the
hon. Member for Yatiyantota’s use of vehicles. What I
am saying is that Government members with government
vehicles, government drivers, government repairs,
government petrol—that alone in rupees and cents is a
very substantial advantage that they gain in having this
Presidential election now.

In fact, the political advantages that the Government
is going to derive from this are numerous. Firstly, the
situation is going to be worse for them later, that is, the
political and economic situation will be worse. Secondly,
while preserving the present composition of the House
they are definitely deriving an advantage. Thirdy the
hon. Leader of the Opposition made a point which I
myself realized only when he made it, that nowhere in
the world is there an executive presidential system which
is not time-bound, which can be shortened or lengthened.
This is the only occasion where the holder of the office of
President is both offering himself for election as well as
deciding the date on which he will hold that election,
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[es’ 857cpDgsdad ®mo:]

Sir, look at the situation that can arise. Let us look it
in the abstract. For example, there is a situation that can
arise where a person who at the moment does not have
civic rights—maybe somebody; I am not speaking of
Mrs. Bandaranaike ; I am speaking of somebody who
does not have civic rights—will have such rights because
the time period will be over by 1984 or maybe by
September 1983. A President who has this constitutional
.amendment in his pocket can, two days before that man
gets his civic rights, declare the election just to prevent
that person from coming forward as a candidate.

It is the same in the case of a person with an age bar.
For example, I think 35 is the age for a person to contest
as a Presidential candidate. The Pesident can, if he has
this flexibility in time, fix a date for election which will
prevent a person who is 34 years and 9 months in
September from contesting the election by holding the
election in August. There are so many other ways.

The worst is this, that in the hands of a person who is
using this recklessly and regardlessly, he can start his
term of office, go on for four years, for example,
accumulating debts, putting the country into sericus
jeopardy, and when he knows that the piper will call the
tune at the end of the fourth vear or at the end of the
fifth year, before the result is obvious and before the
entire thing is actually put into motion, when the debts
are being recalled, he can hold the election ; and nobody
will know the situation, the depth of the situation.

That is exactly what it is today. We have started
commercial bank borrowings, and the commercial banks
do not give money cn concessional terms. The World
Bank Report which my Friend was quoting, says that in
two years’ time our debt service burden will shift from 8
per cent to 26 per cent. My own view is that it is much
more when you calculate it in regard to our capacity to
pay out of our own earnings. That 26 per cent is out of
the total income. If you take the country’s capacity to
pay out of its own earnings, it will be much more than 26
per cent.

That is why we oppose—at least I and my party
oppose—this amendment ; because it is unfair and it is
conferring an advantage on the Govenment and there is
no question that that is the reason why this amendment
is being brought. There is no point in anybody trying to
say, “ we are trying to be democratic ; we are trying to
give you a chance to beat us by having the election”.
Why did you not do it after three years or after two
years 7 Why after four years ? What is the magic in
four ?

That is the reason, Sir, why this constitutional
amendment has been brought, and if anybody has failed
to understand that, then it is clear—(/nterruption). No.

e:&@e@x e
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No. No. To extend by two years you can hold a
Referendum, and if you get through you can extend by
two years. What 1 am saying is that the most crucial time
is round about the end of 1983/1984. That will be the
height of the crisis of the world capitalist economy and
that will be the height of the crisis you will have in this
country. It is to avoid that, to avoid this budget, to avoid
the devaluation, that you want to have a snap
Presidential election and then follow it up with a
Parliamentary election. Alll I can say is that this
Constitution is going to be the Constitution which brings
you down. In this Constitution there are a number of
provisions which will not enable you tc do that.

Those amendments which were proposed by His
Excellency the President, which they say the Cabinet has
approved, will never see the light of day, because a
Referendum will definitely be ordered if they are
brought. Members of the Government party who think
that the list system is going to be changed will be living
with those illusions till the election is at their doorstep.
The list system will continue, and proportional
representation is going to whittle down the majority of
the UNP in this House to about 70 Members at the end
of the election, whatever the. result of the Presidential
election.

CeW e Y€ Som (eT¢ge & 1B® 20w
GLERHE)

{‘Q(_U o\:G\?‘\i;'
SfEANLEFFT )

(Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali—Minister of Trade and
Shipping)

Mr. Deputy Chairman, we have heard five speeches
from the Opposition. I congratulate the hon. Leader of
the Opposition for participating in this Debate today,
although he said he would not participate. He made the
point that it was a unique innovation, That is not correct.
I will come to that later. Then we had the hon. Member
for Attanagalla speaking for the SLFP. Then we had the
hon. Member for Medawachchiya speaking for the
SLFP. But they did not say the same thing. Then we had
the hon. Member for Kotmale. Of course, he speaks for
himself most of the time, and we can put that aside. Then
we had the hon. Member for Kalawana. At least he had
the guts to say that he was against this amendment. Five
people spoke. They made five different types of speeches
and took up five different positions. The hon. Member
for Kalawana was against. The hon. Member for
Attanagalla and his group will abstain. The hon.
Member for Medawachchiya and his group will say,
“Yes, we like this, but we do not like that.” Like the
curate’s egg, for him this is good in parts and bad in
parts. And the hon. Leader of the Opposition has taken
the train to Jaffna. Can these people together ever find a
common candidate? That is your headache. You will
never find a common candidate. And if you find a
common candidate, he will have to speak with split
tongues—one tongue for abstention, one tongue for being

&L HE Fenal

BT IR Sp sl —aui b s
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against, another tongue tor saying “ yes” and “no” at the:

same time like the hon. Member for Medawachchiya,
and the other tongue to try and speak in Tamil when he
gets to Jaffna.

I am glad that the Opposition contribution w this
Debate has exposed the impossibility and the bankruptcy
of the search for a common candidate. I think it was Dr.
Colvin R. de Silva who once called an independent a
“ three-headed donkey”. I say that your common
candidate who has seven supporters mog amamf
Bedw phedwf 9e®»& That is the difference.

I listened to the hon. Member for Kalawana. It was
very interesting All that the 'hon. Member for Kalawana
said will appear in his paper tomorrow morning, which is
quite right. He gave a hundred and one reasons why we
are at an advantage. In other words, he was saying that
we are going to win, and his speech was based on the
reasons for their defeat. And the reasons for the defeat
were :you have 143 Members of Parliament to work ; So
many District Ministers ; you have this, you have that;
you have Government vehicles ; you have this machinery
and that machinery. Now, all those reasons will also be
in his paper the day after the Presidential election,
explaining. “ After all, why did we lose ?”

Of course, the hon, Member for Kalawana is a very
astute advocate. He said to our Members of Parliament,
“You will not have 143 next time because some of you
will have to leave.” But that is not his real fear. His fear
is that he will not be there, because for him to be there, if
he is to be there, if he has to be there, his party must poll
12 1/2 per cent of the votes in the Ratnapura District,
which is twelve times more. than what the' Communist
Party polled in the whole country last time. Fifteen per
cent at Ratnapura but one per cent in the whole country !
The fifteen per cent at Ratnapura is, I think, really due
to his personal qualities and not due to the Communist
Party. I personally will be very unhappy not to see the
hon. Member for Kalawana here. I only hope that this
speech is not going to be his last speech in this House,
because he is anticipating a General Election after this.
We have said nothing about it ; He is worried about a
General Election.

The hon. Member for Medawachchiya is saying,
“ Please have a General Election”. When I hear the hon,
Member for Medawachchiya calling for a General
Election it reminds me of those kamikaze Japanese
fighters who committed suicide by bombing the
American aircraft carriers. If we have a General Election
your group may not also be here. You may be the
exception, like the last time. Three hundred and sixty-six
does not add to 12 per cent.

Then, in all the criticism of the Opposition one thing
was missing today, and I am very glad of that. Every
time this Government brings any law-on the
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Constitution, on the Emergency, on the Public Security
Act—we heard one great story, “ This is the prelude to a
dictatorship.” In every speech you have all been talking
about a dictatorship. That is a very funny thing. When
they postpone the elections for two years there is no
dictatorship. When we advance the election by two years
there is a dictatorship. That is what I call &0 ge
=&, inspired by the swan song of the hon. Member
for Kalawana to talk about music.

But we had some other old stories. The first was that
the hon. Member for Attanagalla said that the
Government is going to cut the subsidy on health. He
referred to health; or it was the hon. Member for
Kalawana or someone else. Anyway, it is all a part of the
same old story. We heard this story in 1977 ; we heard
this story in 1978. We have heard this every single
year—how we are going to cut the subsidy on health and
the subsidy on education. Let us see the truth of these
stories because they are saying it on every political
platform. You are going to say this is the prelude to
cutting the subsidies.

You may pay pooja to the World Bank, as you did
when you were in power. We do not subscribe to any
World Bank Report. We are a sovereign country. The
funny thing is, the Sri Lanka Freedom Party and the
Communist Party quoted the World Bank Report with
approval. What does it mean ? That only means that
they are following the Wrold Bank Report. As far as this
Government is concerned, we follow our own report ; we
are self-sufficient in these matters. Unlike the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party, we are not dependent on the World Bank
Report. The Communist Party, of course, is dependent
on so many other factors.

Now, let us take a look at this health story. We are
being told that we are cutting the subsidies all the time.
So let us look at certain items. Take nursing. In 1977
there was a capacity in this country to train 450 nurses a
year. From 1970 to 1977, under the SLFP — Communist
Party Coalition Government, you trained only 200
nurses a year. But in 1978 alone we trained 1,200
nurses.—(Interruption.) Later, the 1978 batch did not
pay for it.—(Interruption.) Now, you bring a different
argument and say that we cut the health subsidy. Take a
look at this; between 1970 and 1977 -you trained. only
200 doctors a year, whereas from 1978 we are training
400 doctors a year.

eeDemthdc Lol gmedp T (cuIds

HOFD)
(magfu sarfg sopls  SEsUSH—&STEIT
,_qymmé—f.';'l]

(Dr. Ranjith Atapattu—Minister of Health)
We are training 450 a year—(Interruption.)
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CEY DA YE S

(B R aysmaiapsdd)

{Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali}

Yes, they go away because we are in a free country
and they can go. We have not imprisoned them like
under the —

goemnde Sodw gmoD p SuWm
(réLi @085 apauss)
(Dr, Ranjith Atapattu)

450 will be passing out only in 1983.

CE» e YE Sum
(B nefls o masapsad)
(Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali)

Sir, I would like to see the statement of the hon.
Member for Kalawana (Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama) in
regard to the next one that I am going to quote—with
regard to AMPs, the poor man’s doctors. I must say that
you did not train a single AMP from 1970 to
1975.(Interruption) From 1975 to 1977 you trained only
45. From 1978 onwards we trained 170 a year. Are they
being exported ? Therefore, let us have no more false
excuses for the way in which the subject of health was
tackled at that time.

With regard to midwives and family health workers,
from 1970 to 1977, for the whole of the seven years, only
500 were trained. From 1977 to 1982 we have trained
2,600, and soon we will have one health worker for a
population of three thousand. Now, you quoted the
World Bank Report. Why did you not quote these
figures ? It is there in that report. There is one more
matter about health. Did we cut subsidies ? I must say
that you charged 25 cents from anybody who entered the
outpatients’ clinic. In those days you could not go to a
hospital without going to a post office ! (Interruption)
That is for specialists, not for outpatients. You may be
wanting to go to specialists. (/nterruption) 1 understand
why the SLFP has to go to specialists. These days they
have got some very special ailment which even specialists
cannot cure !

Look at eudcation. We have put up more school
buildings in five years than you did in seven years. We
have recruited more teachers in five years than you did in
seven years. We are even going to recruit some more
teachers in the near future. So, let us have no more
nonsense about this cutting of the Education subsidies
and the Health subsidies.—(Interruption.) The hon.
Member for Ratnapura must know that we must keep
the punch points to the last.

You who talk about socialism, about subsidies, in the
Communist Party, you were in the Government for six
years—not you perscnally but your party was in the
Government. Did you even suggest giving free school
books to Grade I to Grade X ? 3.2 million children get
free school books today, and as a result school attendance
has gone up by 70 to 95 per cent because of this
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Government’s policy. On health and education 1 wouid
say that we have extended the subsidies. That is our
policy. Where it leads to greater future for the young
people in this country this Government has done much
more than any other before.—( Interruption.) The
Mahapola is also something that was thought of by a
UNPer.

Then, Sir, we heard some very interesting things from
the hon. Member for Kalawana. The hon. Member for
Kalawana again quctes the World Bank Report. They
believe the World Bank in toto. I take the World Bank
with a pinch of salt. He quotes the World Bank as saying
that in 1984 our debt ratio would go up from 8 per cent
to 26 per cent. Please look at the World Bank Report two
years ago. What did they say our debt ratio is going to be
this year ? And please tell me whether the World Bank
Report of two years ago was accurate about our results
today 7 The World Bank are a set of international
ecomomic astrologers, and you must look at them like
that. I am a little surprised about the hon. Member for
Kalawana talking about debt ratios. The world’s worst
debt situation is in Poland, and they are closely followed
by certain COMECON countries. Can I then turn round
and say, Sir—

@ N eMOTETH? duwm

(Ben. sr5 psQa @lasw)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)
We are not amending the Polish Constitution, Sir.

CEY e 9LE dnom

(S wllg ,_3;‘3}@761),5@9‘53@)

(Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali)

I am coming to the Polish Constitution. In Poland they
do not have ways of amending like we do and an
Opposition which can oppose the amendment. And, Sir,
one thing is, we cannot amend our Constitution by
putting our worker leaders in jail like they can do in
Poland. But the funny thing is this: he talks about a
crisis in capitalism. Then, perhaps on the same argument
Poland is a part of a capitalist state. Or is it a crisis of
communism ? Or is it a crisis of the world economic
system, irrespective of social systems ? Then, Sir he read
our Constitution and said we made a constitution for the
world, but we had to amend it. But if you look at the
Soviet Constitution it is also made for the world. You
read the Soviet Constitution. It is a model which all other
Communist countries are modelling themselves on.
Maybe you have not read the latest Soviet Constitution,
or you do not read it because you know they do not
follow the Constitution !

Bewrds mdm s@mHsBnd,

{rap oL Fhwauf )

(Mr, Deputy Chairman of Committees)

Order, please !

The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES /Jefi
the Chair, and MR. DEPUTY SFEAKER (MR NORMAN
WAIDYARATNA) took the Chair.

CEY anCcH e 2o

(Bn alls o megsapmad)

(Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali)

But even this Soviet Constitution was amended a
number of times. Only there was no Opposition to oppose
it. it was all amended by just a show of hands. Let us
take the arguments one by one:

The hon. Leader of the Oppostition at least made a
point today. In the past his party said they would not
participate and walked off. This time he said, “* We will
not participate ", but actually participated and raised a
legal point. I, therefore, congratulate the TULF for
gradually moving towards this Constitution by
participation by legal points and that befitting a party
which hds more lawyers per capita than any other group.
And he $aid that it is unique. Unfortunately for legal
arguments it is not correct.

He said that this is the only Constitution where the
incumbent President can call for a mandate for himself. 1
am afraid that this is not strtictly correct, Under the
Indian Constitution the Indian President can resign and
create a situation by which he can seek re-election.—(
Interruption.) 1 am coming to the next one. I know you
would say that. Thank you for making that observation.
The next example is the French President. The French
President can seek a mandate by calling for a
referendum on extending his period. He is a man who has
executive power.— ( Interruption.) So you are saying
that we are extending by reducing. That is what you and
he are saying. Sir, | am saying that it is not correct
because in France a President is elected for seven years
but he can at any time during that seven years call for a
referendum of the people and ask that he be given a new
mandate.—( Interruption) Yes, the Civil Rights
Movement of course pays pooja to France. I admit that.

CHN YO duemBd Snmm

(Bom. avmpnsr pusGaryg )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakoedy)

No, that is what they wanted to do.

cE» qmew O5€ dvm

(Bay 0fé apmesepmd)

(Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali)

I will come to that later on. I am on Mr.
Amirthalingam, not the Civil Rights Movement. Then
the French President gets another seven years and
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extends his period by means of a Referendum. So when
he said it is a unique system, it is rather a peculiar
interpretation of uniqueness.

Sir, then I come to the hon. Member for Attanagalla.
The hon. Member for Attanagalla said that he is going to
abstain. I am very glad that he says that. He abstained in
the Development Councils Election debate ; he abstained
in the Development Councils Debate and walked off ; he
abstained in the Constitutional Amendment Debate by
walking off. I am glad that the hon. Member for
Attanagalla hai not walked out. He never runs away in
these matters. ‘or that he must be commended because
he has an infinite capacity for survival.

Now Sir, why are they abstaining and why did they
quote the Civil Rights Movement ? It is because the
Civil Rights Movement in this instance was a front for
the SLFP’s argument to postpone this election. Mr.
Nadesan had, according to Mr. Nihal Jayawickrema,
frequent discussions with Mr. Nihal Jayawickrema and
frequent discussions with Mr. H. L. de. Silva, and
according to Mr. Nihal Jayawickrema, when Mr. H. L.
de Silva was asked why did not the SLFP present a
petition, he is reported to have said : “ Why need we
present a petition, all our arguments are being brought
forward by the Civil Rights Movement.” I do not know
whether the hon. Member for Attanagalla is aware, but I
am aware, that people like Mr. Nihal Jayawickcema who
pass off as constitutional advisors to poeple like the hon.
Second Member for Nuwara Eliya-Maskeliya went
around right through saying that the Supreme Court will
order a Referendum. He thinks that it is like before
1977, he can tell us what the Supreme Court is going to
decide in ,advance. We cannot do that
now.—(Interruption.) Yes, order on the telephone as it
was done then. It is a simple fact, and I can understand
your predicament. The Sri Lanka Freedom Party, to
which the hon. Member for Attanagalla belongs, does
not want an election. They cannot select a candidate. The
hon. member for Kalawana referred to the fact that the
President referred to the opposition earlier, somewhere in
July. But I think, in public announcements he has made
this a little earlier. However, from tha date the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party—there are two SLFPs—-1 am
sorry, I shall call them SLFP (S) and SLFP (M)
—(Interrruption.) 1 am only using this for
convenience.—( Interruption.) The report dealt with facts
and you should be thankful for that report. Well, all
right ! T will call them the SLFP of the hon. Member for
Attanagalla and the SLFP of the hon. Member for
Medawachchiya-~ Right. Is, that easier ? I am sorry. 1
apologize to the hon. Member for Attanagalla because I
do not want to put him in Jeopardy, because if I call it his
SLFP his head will go next,

Since June and July they talked about a Presidential
candidate, That SLFP has not been able to select a
candidate and that is the same SLFP that could not
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[cB mmes'®el Tom]

select candidates for the Development Council elections.
If for three months you cannot select a
candidate—(Interruption). You even do not know that
there is an election, but you have been—(Interruption). I
can tell the hon. Member for Kotmale (Mr. Ananda
Dassnayake) that with that kind of observation you show
the colossal ignorance that you have of what is happening
in your own party. They talk of a common candidate ;
they talk about the conditions for a common candidate,
they talk here about elections—(Interruption). I am not
giving way. Please sit down. I also know why the hon.
Member for Kotmale is behaving like that ; because deep
down in him he feels that he is the best common
candidate.—(Interruption). I can say, Sir, that as far as |
am concerned and many Members of the Government
are concerned, we wish the hon. Member for Kotmale
well in that quest,

SIW & {BBNID SN

(Bm y7bs pwpruss)

{Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)

It is a dead rope. It is a poisonous dead rope.

cEF qcH 96 v

(B b5 o5598eps)

(Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali)

I cannot give him any dead ropes, Sir, for only one
reason ; because he has enough dead ropes round his
neck at the present time.

Then, the background of hon. member for Attnagalla’s
speach is really, “ We do not want an election. We really
do not want this. Why are you having this election ” 7
Then he said, “ Now this election is brought forward
because you want to deprive Mrs. Bandaranaike of the
shance of coming forward in this election and the next
one” I am sure that there is something wrong in the
arithmetic of it. Mrs. Bandaranaike lost her civie rights,
if my memory serves me right, on the 16th of October,
1980. Therefore, seven years would be on the 15th of
October 1987. If this election is held this year in 1982,
then the chances of another presidential election are in
1988.—(Interruption) No, not if the present incumbent is
returned. If the election is held in 1984 and the following
one is held in 1990 Mrs. Bandaranaike would have had
two and a half years after getting back her civic rights to
face an election. In this way, actually we are improving
her chances of coming forward as a
candidate,—(Interruption). Of course, it is. No, that is
the truth of it.—(Interruption). 1 am glad for that
admission because if he says that we can change that law
at that time it means in fact he admits that we will win
the election of 1982. That is the only way we can go on
changing the law.

1 notice a very interesting difference. The hon.
Member for Kotmale is not saying the same thing as the
hon, Member for Attanagalla. I can see another
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difference coming up between these two people. I think
the hon. Member for Kotmale would like to sit where the
hon. Member for Attanagalla is seated at the moment.
Be carc¢ful ! But sphinx-like and silent remains the
eternal Member for Gampaha.

QB & SWIN SN

(B QI ig gowsTLss)

(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)

What is your intention ? Are you going to be a
candidate ?

8 quacw 2:8 dom

(Bay odfs 9s5papsd)

(Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali)

Then Sir, let us come to the hon. Member for Kotmale
(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake). He is dying to be referred
to. He referred to a letter given by one N. W. D. Costa.
N. W. D. Costa is a person who has adorned the New
Law Reports of this country. You find a number of
cases—N. W. D. Costa vs. Times of Ceylon Ltd., N. W.
D Costa vs. Lake House Ltd., N. W. D. Costa vs.
something else. He has achieved a certain notoriety in
the New Law Reports. He is not a lawyer ; but he is a
relation of an SLFP member of the Dehiwela-Mount
Lavinia Municipal Council, and he gave certain legal
arguments. Why did not Mr. Costa with his advocate,
the hon. Member for Kotmale, present those arguments
to the Supreme Court ? The Supreme Court is the one
answer to all those irrelevant legal arguments.

The Supreme Court says, you are not affecting the
franchise ; you are increasing it, you are enhancing it.
That is why the hon. Member for Medawachchiya (Mr.
Maithripala Senanayake) safeguards himself and says,
“ Yes, I like the fact that they are holding the election .
I must say in all fairness to the hon. Member for
Medawachchiya, although he is in a very difficult
political situation to cope with—really he is faced with
greater difficulties not by his enemies but by his former
friends. At least that group or that party has had the
courage to declare that they have a Presidential
candidate.

o5y Redow

(oyBs S Faui maur)

(A Member)
They are providing for deaths and burials also.

CCP Qe € dum

(B olg ysm0saps6)

{Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali)

At least that party, having been shoved away—I do not
say even broken away; have been pushed away—they
found some kind of unity in adversity. So he only
questioned one point. He said, “1 agree with the
Presidential election. What about having a general
election ? * All I can say is, “ Wait—wait—wait ! You do
not know what we will do next ”.
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Then, Sir, one interesting thing I want to quote. If you
want to understand the basic thinking, one of the roots of
thinking as you why we have brought this amendment-1I
am not saying in its entirety—I will tell you. The hon.
Member for Kalawana tried to make it wholly political.
That is the mormal communist argument. There was
nothing new, but it was ably put. I always like to listen to
the ability of his argument. Of course, it is the same
drum beaten rather well, but the same sound comes out
of it. If you go back to the 9th of January 1978, Select
Committee there were a number of groups. One was led
by Mr. Prins Gunasekera, General Secretary of the Sri
Lanka Vimukthi Balawegaya. When we brought in this
amendment and said the President is going to hold office
from February 1978 to February 1984 he objected, and
what he said is at Column 2, page 226, proceedings of the
Select Committee. Mr. Maithripala Senanayake was
also there as a M=mber of the Select Committee ; he
would remember it.
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Then I have made my observation correcting the
particular section quoted.
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(Mr, R. Premadasa—Prime Minister, Minister of Local

Government, Housing & (Construction, Minister of
Highways, and Leader of the House of Pzrliament)

I feel sorry, for the hon. Member for Kalawana (Mr.
Sarath Muttetuwegama). All the so called friends have
left him alone and run away and only we are there to
keep him company.

I want to correct him in regard to one matter. He
posed the question when I was not here—I listened to him
in my room-how was [ able to get extracts of the
Supreme Court determination ? I think he should know
that the Supreme Court communicates its determination
to His Excellency the President and to the Hon. Speaker.
That is done under Section 121 (3) of the Constitution.
So, immediately the President receives the determination
of the Supreme Court, he gives it to me because I have to
arrange the Business of this House as Leader of the
House. This determination reached us on Monday; so we
knew the contents.

The hon. Member for Kalawana also posed the
question how some newspapers came to know about this
determiantion. Sir the determination of the Supreme
Court is not a private or a confidential matter. Once it is
passed on to the President and the Speaker it becomes a
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public document, and the Speaker can only read it out in
this House. So some smart ncwspapers can get this
information from various sources. sometimes I find that
even their newspapers try to be smart, but they get into
Lrouble.

Anyway Sir, 1 only want to put certain things in the
correct perspective because I find that attempts were
made to mislead this House in regard to several matters.

The hon. Leader of the Opposition, though he said he
was not going to take part in the Debate, to some extent
took part in the Debate. He said that a President’s right
to decide when he could call for an election was unique. I
do not know why he said so. | pointed out to him, in
introducing these amendments, that a Prime Minister
does that very frequently as head of the Government, and
it has been so in this country also,

Then he cited the examples of the USA and France
where, according to him, the President has a fixed term
and could not shorten his term. I would like to put the
record straight in this instance. In America, of course,
the President cannot shorten his term because there is a
very complicated process in the matter of Presidential
clections. A Presidential nominee has to seek nomination
in every one of the 51 states. That is in accordance with
the laws of the United States. Then there are a number
of primary elections. The whole process of nomination
takes about a year to complete.

In France an elected President has the right to shorten
his term. I think he was not correct when he said that it is
not possible there. He can seek a fresh mandate at any
time. I think the judgement of the supreme court also
refers to this matter. The hon. Leader of the Opposition
tried to say that on the surface this amendment looks
democratic; yet, he said, there was in it a capacity to
manoeuvre the timing of the election, which was not very
healthy. Surely we had this unhealthy situation right
through the years, because he knew quite well that in the
1972 Censtitution and even before, since the 1948
Constitution, since the 1947 Constitution, the Prime
Minister was able to manoeuvre in that sense. What did
the last Prime Minister do ? She fixed the date of
nomination, she fixed the date of election, she fixed the
date for the opening of Parliament. If you want you can
call it a manoeuvring. But that is the right the head of a
Government has and she prorogued Parliament for seven
long months.

e Holenw
(,_grl.'ﬁ'!cs(é,sm.'i" @@aﬂ}"}l
(A Member)

This is unheard of.

@l o Cou @mmy

(B . ACriesrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Some of our senior Members have forgotton these
things. Even then the Prime Minister had the right to
determine the time of election. So if the Hon. Members

1082 geade sy 26

624

of the Opposition say that you can deceive the people by
that sort of tactics, I think they are insulting the
intelligence of our people. The hon. Member for
Attanagalla asked a question. Sir, I am sorry to say that
after asking questions they run away. I do not know how
they are going to run a country if they cannot behave as
responsible Members of Parliament while in the
Opposition. They must have gone in search of a
candidate. He asked what happens if the President, while
being a candidate at the election, died during the poll,
and he specifically said, “between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. on
polling day.” What sort of people are they ? I was little
suspicious as to why he was referring to that time-period.
Anyway, I can answer that question. The answer is in the
amendment to Article 31 3 (A) (b) which states that if
before the close of the poll the President in office dies the
Proclamation will be deemed to have been revoked and
the election cancelled.

Sir, it was insinuated that we are very frequently
amending the Constitution. I said, on the very first
occasion when introducing this new Constitution, that we
will be periodically amending this Constitution for the
purpose of improving the same.

A& 2 ENSWDES, & 200 &p 988wy’
eI 8 HEI, S

eI Bow, @ dnedny, 44
OUZE D weellme B Beams - FiLe@8mued 22

Ol <C2 eoncemm =Swl, WEO wiCeE® &ySwd
et e25fm Py, & e esfew 1972 Exed,
o5f edmed wéstm 8a g&. T enm, dxle
el Bemw K28 mileme & g8x @ed
DE. PED omn Blmo B wlaxtdewnsy. @
¥G80 & ¢efRm® Sxted min eDmed e

@1¢288ecd g ETFD® (ce@Bec s’ sm
Dowm Towy) geesy med, drmleas Déwawsy,
©SCelrlzp @an BBDSTwsy e 2aw m &8
Osf¢ Bwc Too EE o DrBelcciE Benmd.
€8 g HBRHY DD ee el & g eem
COnEIE g B meg. goof EnBeBp® gt
oS meme O, g go@i Samecun onl
go. 58 Srrfe mSwd S5Sud, 2eewI L
curl vy Dem, @ BeF o gemd edeew. &
¥00 ¢€ ©lfel@Int® nemyd EemO U8 dave
cwr’ 8% men GRELoie g2 & eemnd
CEY O 50w Bw. c@me? wEs B mPed
cvrmen’ S Bud  Lxded Ced Saremed
Bhame. €€ wemd, Suded Sesme, EENReB &
Aem WOE S, o 0. @:EEe@ Il BRiwmes
2l Bt  ¢RWlEwd EQwme cdnTsnl
Ao ; ExBef S Doy am, 90 HLey
eore Bw® ccuw’, glmlencd o O Omy e, ga
wéane wéyer Endf dcame wdem mém ey
ol S BE 88 Bur’en comie mde Bam O

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



625

[ e Fme Dumm]

EDdamcs HOER. Trtdmeure widen et
e RHER wddn ASCE. Ehumw wiéslem €3
D Dgume 58D e HAEES How 8 KRS
BR. e® gumm nersT @ sug dmmnded &ced
858w qbé’Er eDnd =€y 1972 $a 89
£xdu el s? med 6@ Bcwe Budcsl® ol S
acned eax O 88, e@r' s clew cinum eI
c@®@ Dnley edyd Gl Pesn.

obh Hewdds DOenn®B, cdlled od
e dHrdes miwe gRE c@BE qf eVnba
Boam cire €0 @ oD wrlfen o, SmleS
DéaneRst Lol Smmnbl ¢@ 5d® gl S
@measihe R AesT®, ol myuwma oy B.
& dR enddied zs@r?zs:om etf > 1972 1D O
M od 985D, dews’ cewdeers cmg?
EBodem conddna Cle@s’ ﬁ’rwzféf;ﬁ@oaa gulé
&Be® oY £l dmemd *wlfely &

Déem cmdiim e@im Blwo¢ wmed Beaw ? ol

@ BE Blemws endeer geailu ZE03W ¥mw
oAby @ wmeHdco gleam. sl
prres weeiGe Sasws? Swcd W F®
sedmeDs’ gRB. aon® eumen oewdla I«
ewsy =wE8 »8 drnomoe DEE o858

Geren Iféoumem 88 cruw’ Aluwe BHHag.,

e
e ;"SEE.‘.)

O oot 0@ O @3 H0lewd.
PEDen S5¢oumend MmO o

O o eRrlemy O ewfitdeld. Sew
ey e £m @ﬁ"r@uﬁ ceuat C«IE""C?‘ﬁﬁf
gE%H coeed sywemin DB Clnsnueme

eBrferl | gy cExles? & DTy wddant?
Deen® s @ 8¢ el Emwmd oy e
drdew HEDE®SH 680 mrva@w, IHIoRTwn
ey 8@ malkdane ?

g6 ol 9HPsO e@nme Yeal? 8 qowwes
89 drfc ecmmddxcnrt Om @ Hilecw
e edm emd, mo (il gl m ¢ emdda
sapy Om O Pedca cedm emild omER
smumes drxfcw @odP qerid ebmD, ¥ dul¢
¢ 885nwm¥ ImBE wdr ¢® ay HEWO 8§
409, m® udoceamen @ el Reanent
D9 o @z DOHWILR. c@mnle €& e¢Bw
emme 90w ? @ e & ol PPl YW
Anw By 0O, @D 1072 DT w2 PN
By DD, el oh ecerw £ Sacawy gdé B
@0 und B, O Ofiaricory A8 ceem
WEB cOm OFewrn TER gD eBwow . ¢f
DD Dew® esneld. 89 Sow Lrmledd
dxfecwmi eufedrsersy. oyl € a® dsfea
200 Bedrlert 08 TEMOW. & BuT¢ew'§
660 m® ememmed® JIrfcewst Sed mremw
(G- fclat-210 8

©d BDewldn DUHHODERH, & G BHewe
srTeesy, 8l =:8d8ed g (clany &
oHd qée 88 “ ged ace e¢sd ), 1972 HBw

ENT L k-2 ) 3]

625

cas DTm” B D Eond Ly 6 A v
aerl D@0 qnf 8 feam ol am’ 2015

653 DT 6@ guo (W oty DEX AEE. yB? TS
moCws #0808 doohlew Prwmed e Ged
oD esnedB. @b Slwd ewelym goHB
emesy Dwnd OB k.:swﬁ”m:@ ciimEh. §®
afs ewelsyery g Eﬁmﬁau §1 ed@®
g dee ) eecyy c:m' @ By oo HL
cwme Haesd 5D 8. éo: =N, zs‘rsj'ﬁa., peosy

dmmnted @ Ynyeowsd oo cUm O Hewldm
wsd S8 ecemmed dcecwny em'¢ gqofid
enénY ey B emmewm®; BDozery @ efem
mead® ¥r'cews’ Hewidmur? enld oo eDE
@i B EE cowed 8Sm dufe edundnpsl
O @rf HLEwl. oC cwanl BOm do'¢ emola
ewpy S W HULCE. Sl emesn®e o
EWeHWO® BCws] Cedslen ? g e ¥ m@a

D88 & Uivsd wliwy ol weg; €@
1978 2nled Schny e2ued meg. dcPPBed od
VTP 0 (ce@Buic cdhnwm Suon) OF

T8 Boxlesl 240 BHosfoyx Sed I8
Bow BudsTm o Hos, D@ &Y @mw’ )8

ciny O8wd @B ZESm Ber—[awin HESA]
ce@Mene e Mmrnas Seum
(B owngGliure Cowmpruds)
(Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke)
w8’ dpfudidenery e’ s,

Beed gecom® & nlowd fnem ecr B
Femz? & dnBedndd ¢ghn Déonsdsld
98 @@ DHBon CEdnd. O Bud 99 HBD
dm 848 w2 28 odennd@® cen® dmd
ey e Hon.

o8 o Oqu Sunmn

(B . 9CTwgre)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

cened, €8 Il efodé e’ md. JId O
50 BB codiersl ©0uwd8 @9 gbém HOed,
€@ cuTmy ety @eTHES ol SH®
cary @8 ue@edr’@ dm mésmus o’
D0BB. eT nérvem SasfEe vuSe dm B
Dbane BEE' 862 cudBuncds g c2eg?

cc@Bwe el mmmud Soon

(Ecm. owegBflure Crampruss)
(Mr Maithripala Senanayeke)
dem ey Bz,

&l o @qn Dawy

(ﬁ@ _%éri*_ BCringre)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

This is what happens to you when you try to say what
Mrs. Bandaranaike says.
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You.were functioning as Ministers. One thing, you
were better off because there was no Parliamentary
check. Even your Members could not check you because
Parliament was dissolved and they had gone home.
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That was a very bad precedent you were trying to
create at that moment. So I want it recorded that we
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What I say is this, Sir, I will be writing to these
gentlemen.
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(Mr, R. Premadasa)

You should have done it before you raised it here. Now
you are exhibiting your irresponsibility again. The more
you talk the more you are testifying to your
irresponsibility. You are now going to write to them. If
you were in such a hurry, you could have telephoned
them. Now there is direct telephone connection. You
admit now that you have not checked it. It is very
irresponsible on the part of a Member of this House.
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At least we have one ”. ¥® 08w Oy BRewm O
CRORNNE BLer® Pl IWesHR Sef, ¢ Ded
Dopor B8l U0 ¢8 ower’ S emens ©8
D), Yoo qBfedd Hacg €@ Bowd c®a
Lo sl e®., WALHUIDSE, c@ 1@ B,
Tew® HuG D), E0DU ggrme 8 “m.Red
G SEdene sITisies BoE. desaxg o5 ©dE
e@riy OBV eww O Pedny “The SLFP
will dominate the House ”. Those are the exact words.
I made a note of them. Then, why are you worried
about the Presidential election ? You can dominate
the Presidential election. ¢ e, @l, 2uf sy
et G0 em OB8n &3 e Sy ‘e
wésy e gotsl »@® 80 O Onf ewemm
9880w wéCr dngwamn @isl » Al ? ngxsl n rled
G €@ e Bewrler ? @@, gedd cedFHQ
o sumiwd §cod88ecd O Hn® 4@ dm
D¢ ¢ ? d@ AT sy e e e,
sreWEes: gow Semy, DT msier & Com
Beomts 2B o AeesT ol guead el 29
Aged. ¥ med @ e SO O wnd
HRe vnleest ald, nfm metfed maew

DT e ® BOew Owi weY HBm v vewes ?

CA B Swuomd Som;

(B osycer qustsry )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Pigiee] »@ O ey SHfm sesd gr'®
@B & 2emd @@ @ niedysl O ws £ B ews
e BTecd . OB B Gomm Bt L Bus e
e 1954 exniad | BB o8 ¥ &vw ¢e Ted
emd.



635

0. o Do Pomn

(B o7, GCripzres)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

2@ ePOBed vl S By® (eeLex@
ctd B Qwe) & Cotn Bemed s 8w AR
moced D@xsnsleed & swfecd B8ew mmen
exy ? E0® ¥ sfeed digesd D@ musexd
=ERE. [.8 HET]

CH B Huomm8 Domm

(B adprar gusdsry)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

mBsT oy etd D¢ e, @ 7. 8. OO0 avgead ?
[&xdh B8] w@gsisvsledo wEsy @idsf. 8.
0mC Mg guw el DR @i B¢ ? [ H2E]

ol e Qges B,

(B ot GCrwgrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

09 Duesl O, § Com Beot LW EED DD
wm 6. arnddny e Beadx ed 30 ED Bwxsd
neery | § Comd Bewed v Bwnd ® ®w8w Sead
e rrletd Bud  Cor» Bt vfewd ¢®
nEw g »Bxd orel e 3. You  are the
villain of the piece. = One day it will be proved.
Y s ¥ B gm0 MBed 0@l ol ed & 2gw
P RoT g I8, G EOB cw ¢ e@Ln. eBwd
¢? c@ant Ozl m. arl cwnle, ¥ Ow? ¢
L o o Yo 99 Bosd nd.

Y cDNDRT Voznd &, gwlad.
Omernl @Gl Wby B B ¢l mHD, e
exxg & eexlon mdernmdh & cersdmn mfeem
€m0 @d ePCedg c@u® ewidzn e, WIS
Ou—eremEu I H® (gmé e SN
Eomm) ¢@x xy BB Do,

CH IO duomB Dum

(Bo5 oFswcer muiGery. )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

O epdem @60, 09 OB el wed
. oD@, ¢85 emdBrm Emdy e
e ey m O, HBDLR, & o 09 Bwrleny

$HE. o Og By,

(B i GCringrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

iz Wmeg mum Hn DPsTsmsleed Ramda
e €8 EEorx’m@. P gewew S @flun
Beg ¢ ¢ ?

CH O duemE Samh

(Fmm a@acer muEGsry )

{Mr Lakshman Jayakody)

0P A8 cufdxwdnl med . “gentm ™
Basfenw) oe@mfc? 2@ suvetfed @dcd
0O ey geot BRerw &8 Bw g8 exf ..

1082 gecfedzp 26

636

gl omeled g L0 W' B gevuw FedW
ExlBany, 8§ e ¢B ¢cfuesd eaf mnz'®
wem S0 Ry §8 ¢ulmd, TP gevw gu ¢o
BN,

@l oy Con Snm,

(B 7. SCrwgrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

§Q&, €O 84D A Bedd gulm ey »Bx
5ETeE @ B e ¢, 09 go@ B ol » wemEus
HaE? ar godd c2¢ 9wl ten ?

CH PO o8 Snmm

('g}@, AIFRLLET g;;ué;@ds.n?.. )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Jm 08 ¢8 Durlesy. cuuemd § B
LS En.

@8, e @gts Tamm

('5)@ %5-'?- 9Criegrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

»@sd sosTeed ¥ Dazders
ceas’m Hedxw efede?

®
(2

gt bl

CECs daehd Sown

(Bop amprer gu&EEETy )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

e wensd Juor 26 o8, [a:8 HEE]

M8, oy Ogu Snwn

(B oy GCrwgrs)

(Mr, R. Premadasa) _

2@ snsTeed @if dy—eude gen 8 mmecal
—&w 88wy 20 @88y meex’ ? & cluSc &0
B 2d 500 eB e¢rer! B »@xY sy
s BT Ay, ‘e® 8B N wa B e go
B et ma’ B ax »es el agcom
GEL 8D B@ goBB O 9 ntiesy ? [k HEE]
OB et Eon ey n o). gernw O IR
[8:2 588]

CH Eey daend @:wm

(G5 oy Qusblsry )

{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

89 wdadw calf mum LBed fecunw cxm
cDRE,

M3, ey gu Samw

(R 2t SCrugrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

22 & BT ged ©¥s murdeed Doy
A E—er Em e evfc mlt EEHEDE,

g D

CHEOH Licmnd Swmn
(Bay aspus puslary.)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

eyl Se® e¥ueiA.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



637

&8, od @ Qo
{ By 27 SCrisgrs)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)

89 cx’mb, mEmoed @@ sved | »@y
m‘m"@a.o grimmaded SWSHD® @Ass

c DEG o 9 m gucor’ goex’x. &
cs @QB, @ s etd ¢ry Len@eBDim
oY sy oo e st ey,

CH IO Lwewm:& Domn
(Bm aspwsr mustary )
{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
@87

M. ow ey Dwywm

{;5:5, Y- G rwsrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

88, o@xfmnsvedd DER 89 Hax'xP &
Cnd gemdnle Ban. @b BT cwldsniny wed
B m@smmsfed ﬁe“,:r »gs HastmH od
Ts¥e, DB geonu'E 9d8usny meg osum
5o [a)c,a 28] Iknow what happened there !
Bee! 2057 80 Pen T2pww! ‘ewldznd’ Ham

EOneBdceon® ewm B8 ¢ com Onpd
=BT @ epd  ay 2ICDEw-8d ewEed
chofale) @zrf@s;-@u lemd dedddmwD BDnny)
g ommace B0 (cder’ Luemd
Sorm) C@,mwes:u@ S=dny, @5 5ILS8w-d
Eemgw ¢y O Ho® \'.‘Sb"r’cb'f s, cEmule
@ECuld &¢ 2xvm wilery Bw. 99 Fmrl Belmd
255 08,

& SV Hn® cwed Dw gewwn’ @f8sy we
® Swmen EFExr—8de—84LD Ex A ed
e Bm@ ¢’ mD ar’ S¥a m&buee &GP
e Beweonm omi, ‘20 g8 oy omdd
=@ 0B serfery mwm' D 99 B Baw S
shem el e c@me’c mdsverd ? dwn &Am
2, e® 88wd: '®8, e Los’ B&dand®
HeAHLy; QCuad monY SLdanmd Heamd,

9]

gnioy B4 FRn® Beamdy; 9@ Hen Sedsd
C'Fes!, a@ i’ B T hdrhuw dosT

Sw BB [E HEE]

@b Bewddns DMHeond, woneded
TG o®@ EZicel O wded@ Bdecsy
LB ‘Vote on account’  dmo €9Tr, Ocn®
ccued ‘@57 upece BRsfc Han, “Vote on
account 2w Oy cu B Mmeed eSwe'e?

“ Your government is finished. You have only food
stocks for two months.” As if during their time the stocks
were for six months or one year ! Let us not argue about
the stocks. So long as we are in office, we will feed our
people. Do not worry about that. There is no problem
about that. But he was reading something from some
document and he was trying to show that because of the
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open economy, because of the competitive economy the
country is going to rack and ruin. He said : “ Now you
are bankrupt. You cannot produce a budget. Here the
‘Sun’ newspaper says ‘Vote on Account’, My God ! What
is this Vote on Account ?
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You deny it. You get up and deny it.
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36, That is not something extraordinary. That
something extra-parliamentary. That is the
thing.

is not
normal
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“Vote on account is a continuation of an existing budget or an
existing pattern of expenditure, except that it is introduced through
Supplementary Estimate in this House.”

What is wrong in that ? Vote on Account does not
mean that we are going to change our whole pattern of
development. It does not mean that we are going to
change our policy. It is just a continuation. Suppose we
want to find out the will of the people, whether they are
endorsing our policies or not, on the basis of that
endorsement we will change our policy. If the people
indicate :“ Look your economy is not good. Go back to
the 1970 era, or pre 1977 era, then we must be able to
change. If the people at the next Presidential Election
indicate to us: “look, we gave you fifty per cent last
time. This time we are giving you only forty-five per
cent. Your system is very bad. Go back 7, next day we
will go back. So, we will have a Vote on Account for that.
What is the harm ? We are not changing our pattern.
We want to know the will of the people. But I am sure,
Sir, they are going to give a magnificent victory to us and
to our President if he chooses to go to the polls early.
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Question “ That the Bill be now read a Second time ”, put.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER, having collected the Voices, declared
that the “Ayes " had it.
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(Mr. R. Premadasa)
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The Parliament divided : Ayes 139 ; Noes I ; Declined to vote : 3.
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Resolved :

“ That the Bill be referrd to a Committee of the Whole Parliament ”
(Mr. R. Premadasa.)
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Spelle Hrrudiin e g,
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Considered in Committee.
{MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.)
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Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 2.—(dmendment of Article 31 of the Constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka).
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Amendment put, and agreed to.
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Mr. Lakshman Jayakody
ni 8 Ssdi Som
B oyt J. ACxnFs
Mr. R. P. Wijesiri
ecdfoc el mmun Pamn
B ouwsBhure Crmprudés
Mr. Maithripala Senanayake
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(Mr. R. Premadasa)

08 el 89 ewfdzy i

i B EDed 1B B e fed 'efen' wmm DOme 9
em? ' gmEf e’ am B 22 O e Sedd * gDndaded’
ws E0me gdufemd 'edfded ' ww DImeg qmey =¢

[SRer 28

Qs  Efem gme oyl o' »Hae Ddsm cio,
utdne Ba.

Gim

Brsss dRssiu @ apoasQsrereriul .

Amendments put, and agreed to.
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(Mr. R. Premadasa)
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Amendment put, and agreed 1o.
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Amendment put, and agreed 10.
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2 gy arssh Bisiul L argy sl ppas B uGBBurs
Bmés Seysir@ower s Gl dude g,

Clause 2, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill,
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Clause 3 ordered to stand part of the Bill.
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CLAUSE 4.—(Amendment of Article 160 of the Constitution.)
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Amendment pul, and agreed to.
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Clause 4, as amended, ordered to stand part of the Bill.
BRYR Doy Pu we mIs oY cngduend emOna
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Enacting Clause and Title ordered 1o stand part of the Bill.
o ongPom, Gowitn ol Hilm ode ¢l
Flopath Bmsssgier yfsms Coduwliud e g,

Bill reported with Amendments.
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BTrAIE gpP? ‘e’ INFANIT do AD Bewldy
sumeaRd FE® gme 2dm» c
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wreseldrug. “yn” oaumisaes Qo Quard BTBE
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Question put.

MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER, having collected the Voices, declared
that the “Ayes " had i1.

8. cf g Dwm
(B 247 GCrgra)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)
Divide !

2ECeC B 43 Om &L Bewow wleW— sw'¥d
139; BLQ0 mm; <Ped —IdLeew .

urrr@stearmee, 43 g, A sl Bnufer By SNssE:
FTiuTs 139 ; orBrrs Fookv.

The Parliament divided (under Standing Order No. 43) ; Ayes 139 ;
Noes nil.
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Bad udtn =dm el
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Bili, as amended, accordingly read the Third time, and passed.
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ADJOURNMENT

dald’® ocPel ¢ W, 8 cumd DAsey, Holdy wdoman
DEr DB g P ImEIm wIelTPE ¢ @A ¢
wBciFmpe 22 vpocd ¢ w, 938 o 1982
W mEAE T T cendip g on 3 DD DD
a¢ &edo
HHPQurap g, 9, v, 8 walE&@l (FpFHL e FrBs
FLUTHILST HuTser o) eNRESTwENCL LTI IR DG S
5235 G eneug ST Gair, 7
Hysowing, (7. L. 9.38 wnawilE @ LT 0T gwiesr nin, 1982,
QedQmibug 7, Qederid@pae (3, 1, 3 wewlsums
RIF OGS S,
It being past 8 p.m. MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER adjourned
Parliament without Cuestion pul.

Adjourned accordingly at 9.38 p.m. until 3 p.m. on
Tuesday, 7th September, 1982,
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NOTE

Corrections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in this Report
and the copy containing the corrections must reach the Editor of HANSARD,

not later than
Thursday, 9th September, 1982
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