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The Parliament met at 3 P.M. MR. SPEAKER (AL HAJ. M.
ABDUL BAKEER MARKAR) in the chair.

HOSID PNFRNDO DBTED) CeeRIWENS
O eJPSD : eQELNRDS FHed
B s ;

HrRwessmliydsTer prersras SmEsn: ewi 5 &
werp g Eer By
FOURTH AMENDMENT TO THE

CONSTITUTION BILL :
DECISION OF THE SUPREME COURT

DK EDDE

(& LoT B iam i __g’r;;u.-f-&ss?r)

(Mr. Speaker)

I have received the determination of the Supreme
Court under the provisions of Article 122 of the
constitution in regard to the Fourth Amendment to the
Constitution Bill. I shall now read the decision of the
Court.

DECISION OF THE SUPREME COURT OF THE
DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA

In the matter of a reference
under Article 122 (1) (b) of
the Constitution.

S. D. No. 3 of 1982
P/Parl.

PRESENT : N. D. M. Samarakoon, Q.c., Chief
Justice, J. G T. Weeraratne, Judge of the
Supreme Court, S. Sharvananda, Judge
of the Supreme Court R. 8.
Wanasundera, Judge of the Supreme
Court, D. Wimalaratne, Judge of the
Supreme Court, B. S. C. Ratwatte, Judge
of the Supreme Court and J. A. R. Victor
Perera, Judge of the Supreme Court.
COUNSEL: Siva Pasupathy, Attorney-General with
K. M. M. B. Kulatunga, Solicitor-General
and S. Ratnapala, State Counsel for
Petitioner in S. D No. 3 of 1982 and for
Respondent in S. C. No. 104/82 and S C.
No. 107/82.

1082 ¢ 1898 4
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Felix R. D. Bandaranaike for Petitioner in
S. C. No. 104/82.

S. Kanekeratnam for Petitioner in S. C.

No. 107/82.
COURT
ASSEMBLED
FOR THE
HEARING : At 10.00 a.m. on 3rd November, 1982.

A Bill titled “ AN ACT TO AMEND THE CONSTITUTION OF
THE DEMOCRATIC SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA "
was referred to us by His Excellency the President in terms of Article
122 (1) (b) of the Costitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka for determination whether the Bill or any provision
thereof is inconsistent with the Constitution. The Bill contains a
certificate by which the Cabinet of Ministers has certified that the
Bill is urgent in the national interest.

The Attorney-General appeared before us assisted in the
consideration of the Bill.

Mr. Felix R. D. Bandaranaike appeared in person in support of his
objection.

Mr. S. Kanekeratnam, Attorney-at-law appeared for the objector C.
Y. Vivekananthan.

The majority of this Court is of the view that the period of the first
Parliament may be extended as proposed by the draft Bill which is
described in its long title as being for the amendment of the
Constitution and is intended to be passed with the special majerity
required by Article 83 and submitted to the People by Referendum.
In view of this decision this Court in terms of Article 120 Proviso (b)
states that it does not have and exercise any further jurisdiction in
respect of the said Bill.

Three members of this Court are not in agreement with the above
view.

N. D. M. Samarakoon
Chief Justice

S. Sharvananda
Judge of the Supreme Court

J. G, T. Weeraratne
Judge of the Supreme Court

D. Wimalaratne
Judge of the Supreme Court

J. A. R. Victor Perera
Judge of the Supreme Court

R. S. Wanasundera
Judge of the Supreme Court

B. S. C. Ratwatte
Judge of the Supreme Court

BeDIS
Sy Pletiliiny
ANNOUNCEMENT

RDSHLMEDHDeS  BHHDG
FUTHTIWST & FIed S

SPEAKER'S CERTIFICATE

DSBENGDE

(suTsrLET g ser)

(Mr. Speaker)

I wish to announce that I have, under the provisions
of Article 79 of the Constitution of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, endorsed the
Certificate on the following Bill on November 3, 1982 :

Loans (Special Provisions)
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SEDOE0 0D SO B’ Bamd =8 g A4146/E/1 wler’ HEEw
RS aensE aTiippe efenL ser wr BeE® seif €9© ce@slenle? (¢ CEHE®
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS erfery »8, & '0ufe?
Corifd gyouwismrd Csl @ : () war g GliF FTET
Sude B o, Cunwd Cumm: LyWed S:me Bampd Fwildsm Cormandslmsm @hriwmr B, Frall,

&gy
B . Cs. dlwewrsw ; of smwer Quig,Buih
LATE MR. D. K. LIYANAGAMA : WIDOW’S PENSION
180/82 (2)

1. B BRED. ¢wvnem dumn (ol ¢)
(507 B G 185ty sapFTiIss—3T )
{Dr. W. Dahanayake—Galle)
S w8mes Qi
@R pE oy qy sFdmE: (§)
6 & Vlemud e ofGeemnd O

&
e
(33
&
)
o
(e
D
3]
@
®
8
8

aoded LEce@ced geufm @Bemw g 23
288 & ¥. el Qe BT Lu'¢l Sg®
S8 2Bebln g@i¢ ernd cxddD A, Ewdd
osterle? (Eg® S0 gemw O. 2BESD. 8. 4146)
(g) Setd emmdresy =8 & @se?

Quir g Biaurs  yeosFF i Cari L sQ0zrifld gyeins
F (LD GO U ED T Cal ofley: (o) 1979 ariimalley inrent
wer_g5, sr/BECsri o war o SELTeu e mal) gHA
wi Fon. 9. Cs. dusraswdlear of gemawirar STl Gis Blauay
e, yCerar yCaafluy, 23 o AoEs Govs G g
Grigs BopeH . o. swr o BEET ol gomaisar ,oiia, T
unb Guans grieglflards Qan PuBaens .yai SaionLs

urrr (poap S @, TWP 4146) 7 (3) @orGpa, aor?

asked the Minister of Public Administration and
Minister of Plantation Industries : (¢) Will he see that
the widow’s pension due to Mrs. E. A. Dayawathie of
23, Asoka Avenue, Madawalamulla, Galle, whose
husband, Mr. D. K. Liyanagama, Asst. Teacher,
G/Gintota M.V. died in April, 1979, is duly paid
without further delay (Pension No. TWP 4146) ? (b) If
not, why ?

@w8a'e cmnden Samn (Bewidn SHdn ©SLED

G EBRHD)
('é‘j ‘@n:?r-i;,@a' Gsir puyr—CLir g BT euir & G r sl

gfa)ma?'.srn" )
(Mr. Harindra Corea—Deputy Minister of Public
Administration)

(a) The pension has been paid. (b) Does not arise.

8. 8. @Gy ® ¢ ECD Soawm: GB« ¢ 8¢C
Bs g . spedTse 5 e : Qsr@O T ayseiT
MR. D. B. KARUNARATNE DE SILVA : DUES
211/82 (2)

2. HE3nda LBES. (e Snvy
(soer s 5 LiSse). FansTLISS)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

- B a

g L s (g) eclicn
2 om Af o¢ed,

= =
=2 fdgnd
Goded, serfemd ¢éd & 8. mbemda® ¢

8
@
8
O
o]
®
5
G
@
Gi
g
9]
-

wraae, UL eari s Crips Bm. n. 9. smem
rior 5 Bowrder i wsde (G 414 6/3/1) Bans
@.-_ﬂu_: Qar@Pluerayssr W pEpLh 9aui G‘s—@;g‘r
aurrr? (94) FerG psv, areir ?

asked the Minister of Labour : (@) Will he pay all dues
on case 4146/G/1 of Mr. D. B. Karunaratne de Silva of
Padantota, Magalle, Galle, who retired from service on

a medical certificate ? (&) If not, why ?
&, edles @Rn¢ cuedd

Bewids GIBDHS)
=

[ 2 o 4. . ] .
(Zm onik, Coprad ordzs QuGrrr—Q@grifa (713

Crmm  (wewd

~3jamLe FFT)
(Mr. M. Joseph Michael Perera—Deputy Minister of
Labour)

(@) @& gemy 4140/8/1 b 8. 8. w&em
ém e B Bomnd e, @ ¢ gBC Tataw

B8 &. 1131274 Secs’ 82. 06. 20 DB T Ged

el 502772 clem cBFeBsy celm ¢ (¢)
Gloaukonlin

MSITNSDD D
(FurBTLIET L@;a;:i Far)

(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 3.

28, B wwyd cwedbh Summ (el
DoeD ™ D (OB v OEHQ elef Decd
LD BeENEDDHN)

{ rz’f\b GTLE, @i &1 % BT D G?u@_-ra‘-’r—u_-'r-rr@:jmaif T ey
O e TFTLS

gor sl BFmemp s FEmHh

Gar mi_rajik)
(Mr. M. Vincent Perera—Minister of Parliamentary
Affairs & Sports and Chief Government Whip)

On behalf of the Prime Minister and Minister of
Local Government, Housing and Construction and
Minister of Highways. I ask for two weeks’ time, Sir, to
answer that Question.

vl M I {ooi glSuw BP0 Rowe =dm ci

s wmenal e B3y Fors S n suiliisd FCL et ool L gy,

Question ordered to stand down.
o aced:

sLoyF FLEQsar @ ST G,

PASSPORTS : DELAY

SIS Tare

T

256/82 (2)

4 @mde LBEL. comhag Twvow
(war 88 iFarny. sapsriEs)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)
MDD we Sy eder Bewlds @B
m@cesy g sdmae: (§) am® 0dyn acsy
)

&8 emad

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



&
@ w

2 aEDay udic B
& cow g Bud meufe? (qu)
com cm@ineny
w8’ aceyg g clsw 88
3 ) B HEET @
exle? (9) cexBas qTem £
Y ec’e eZasTiewsy 49
Bem ex’Th @l gDax w88 gdmé
Sefmd Cohr a0 2@ Wipm aucErexie?
(3) derd emwdrleny @, & dxfe?

p) .*:33 e
5,
5}
o
)

SR
T @
v
©-a
)
Frb_n
£ 9

£

G O
@ K
O

Y OILL T F (LD, LT ST O Grf  yeFEapTET T
Qaili efiwy: () P sLoys FLA@ ol e GoT LB HeT 6
Lm?‘ﬁqhﬁ.;@ﬁe'ﬁ@ G gy ‘asnr-.csmma_.s?dr‘mm GT G LI & ‘g,rsuri
yParrr? () Boev@wFug grogimss sbss el
wrarer ey doma oTBgamerarni? (@) H(H S JIGTT BL
Qg &en s srhd s L rel i _mre, aer? (&) sLoys 2@
Homewlimatr @ravr@ T IESEHEEHr apy-SBE
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o T EETL seusflLursr ?

(ex ) @acuGue asr?

R K
Guip.msGamTaTUeN S Iyal T

asked the Minister, and Deputy Minister of Defence :
(a) Is he aware that some passport applications are
delayed for over 6 months? (b) What steps has he
taken to prevent inordinate delay ? (¢) If no meaningful
steps have been taken, why? (d) Will he see that
passport applications are disposed of within a
fortnight ? (e¢) In regard to those appplications that
cannot be disposed of within a fortnight will he see that
such applications are duly notified and allowed to
furnish further particulars as needed ? (f) If not, why ?

S 8 ofléBEu Cum (128 wma &s
ol un Bewrids uO@Bnd)

(Bm. 7. 8. Cardplu—gonssms urgsriyd
ArE -H/enLr s F(meh)

(Mr. T. B, Werapitiya—Minister and Deputy.Minister
of Defence)

(a) Yes. Delay is inevitable in a few cases where
documentation is incomplete and further clarification is
necessary ? (b) All possible steps are being taken to
minimize delay. (¢) Does not arise. (d) Generally
where the documentation is complete, passports are
issued within two to three weeks. (¢) Yes. (f) Does not
arise.

@B AREL. comum Sunmm

(sarflf Gy savpruss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Sir, I wish to ask some supplementary questions. Is
he aware that applications have been refused on minor
points ?

1082 es»Z 828 4
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3. §. cB48Cu @wmm
(B £. 9. Carndphu)
(Mr. T. B. Werapitiya)

I am not aware, Sir, but if the hon. Member brings it
to my notice I will look into it.

adBe FBEL. commenm v
(sarB5 L iGary. sappruss)

(Dr. W, Dahanayake)

No. Sir, I have not completed addressing my
question. Is he aware that applications were refused on
minor points, for example, in the case of Muslims, if
there is a difference in the ages and in the names as
between the birth certificate and the identity card,
which differences are very very common indeed. I want
an answer to that question.

8. 8. ¢B4ECw Sumn

(B £ 8. Caur 3 paur)

(Mr. T. B. Werapitiya)

I am not aware of it, but if he brings it to my notice
I will' look into it.

DSy Do

f (rr;.'ru_.rasri e e )

(Mr. Speaker)

The hon. Member has now brought it to your notice.

3. 8. eB4ECw @umm
(B P 8. Gaurn8ppw)
(Mr. T. B. Werapitiya)
Yes. I will look into that.

MEITNGDHNS)
(FuTFrust Sfaui &eir )
(Mr, Speaker)

You take notice of that.

2. B. oRSESw @wmm
{8 £ 9. Caurcnpslu}
(Mr. T. B. Werapitiya)
Yes.

g2da BED. comnum Snmm
(sar B8 L Geru). sapsruds)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

I have another question, Sir.

Will he please see that passport applications to the
Middle East are approved over the counter, because
applicants are harassed in a large number of cases ?.

P T o B 122

(Fur Brusi ojearser)

(Mr. Speaker)

Is that possible, Hon. Minister ?
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8. 8. eDL8Cw Swmm

(Bm £ 8. CaribGpdu)

(Mr.. T. B. Werapitiya)

I am not aware. But there is an office open at Galle
also now.

2SN RPN

(LT prSET oo sor)
(Mr. Speaker)

Is there a counter there ?

8. 8. ¢8ECw Tumm

(Bm. 7. 4. Geurind pauw)
(Mr. T. B. Werapittya)

There is a counter.

2l DBED. cusnem dnum

(saor 8@ L Gory. sansriués)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

That is the second question. Now the third question :
Is he aware that no end of explanations will have the
desired results in some officers ?

8. 3. ¢2éECw @wnw

(8 £ 8. Cardnippu)

(Mr. T. B. Werapitiya)

If he brings it to my notice, Sir, I can look into it,
and settle it, once and for all.

eDln BED. crmhcd uwn

(saor B8 L Garuy. savFrusEs)
(Mr, W. Dahanayake)
May I ask a fourth question ?

DN
(FUTFTWET _youTEer )

(Mr. Speaker)
Sorry.

dandc 8. 2. @leg: Difcieom g80»
QP HIQIM B pesi s

GENERAL D. S. ATTYGALLE: SUPERANNUATION
BENEFITS

Qeyewraé) 1g. oTew. DL ipE ;

261/82 (2)

b c@wesy ducwmll Somh (¢Wmmed )

‘(.&;-@. G LR GOT g\gb:ﬁwcﬁﬁ'tg_——‘:ﬂ){lﬁjﬂi’éﬁ&&ﬂ)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody—Attanagalla)

Qe wa G¥s gbéfrn Bcwlds q@d
Deeenl qy sdme: () &ds gl g
el g weAs’imde aciw: dx ¥m
& 8. o, e etfPud Fed o & £,
2 1977 ' eIBRS 14 “':._59 8T e®® &:ev gl
AT codm e cod cefa gy D aBulem
Zafecifsen gdew &98 wewmsl mdsfesie?
eznmésfest =8, & gxfe? (¢@) € col® mém
cded Bmedl c..ic.ﬁc.’.ﬁi’ Buwl emsEam glena

&c....a«

28 T
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e gEhmmeaed guenl O®
el @n G By Eadmes!
8@49 scesTesye? (qu) esnidg

GEULFF(Hh, LT FESTOYG (D1 BoME FRLTOTUEHT
(=)
Bty yBsrfurss st eowwrdaond G@merrd g, eron.
oy oS Bis orerasth Qsrfe apafu sreg
B0 mpm gsrom 1977 9sCiorui 14 Qzpri dab
Qar@sis yaam QarPis EANSTEETE Fo

Cas ol : Q7 sirar

U-’TLJES-TL'JL{ J;mmé@s&r

Qydib
arrr? @a@wCue aer? (o) Qerm sbusrgile) erarer
A grarsing BEQasr@ruere Qi m? ({)
Yar g ymingasmar, e Cpmifla ephsiin e
Uy Ludsrrisemss @65
() @a&Cuid, arer?

FouMEmL  _yeflilurgr ?
a2 =1

asked the Minister and Deputy Minister of Defence :
(a) Will he state the total superannuation benefit paid
or payable to General D. S. Attygalle—Chief
Co-ordinating Authority, Ministry of Defence as from
the date of his employment-namely, 14th October,
1977, by this Government and if not, why ? (4) On
what percentage of his salary was this payment made ?
(¢) Will he extend this same concession to other
re-employed pensioners falling within his Ministry ?
(d) If not, why ?

8. 8. e24ESw Tomm

{‘5’5 . 9. Courinlpmplis)

(Mr. T. B. Werapitiya)

(a) Rs. 38,484.29 for the period from 14.10.1977 to
31.07.1982. (b) 25 per cent of the consolidated salary
of Rs. 2,420/- from 14.10.1977 to 31.12.1981 and 25
per cent of the consolidated salary of Rs. 4,500/- from
01.01.1982. (¢) No. (d) It has been decided that 25 per
cent of the salary shall be paid to persons from outside
the public service who are appointed to the post of
Secretaries of the Ministries or as Chairmen of
Corporations. This concession was extended as a special
case to General D. S. Attygalle as he is in receipt of the
same salary payable to Secretaries of the Ministries.
Other re-employed pensioners in this Ministry do not
fall into this category.

e EyT dwamd Pomm
(B aspwer squaGsry.)
{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Will he consider giving this type of concession to the
others also ? I mean this is wonderful, Sir, if you can
give it to the others also.

DSBN GDDHEr
(FUT TS Do Her
(Mr. Speaker)
No comments.
question ?

What is your supplementary
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CTECyY Lacnd Swvmh

(Bh. aspuesr puibsrg )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Will he grant the same concession to the other
Secretareies of Ministries who have performed the same
tasks and duties ?

3. 8. c2éB3e: Svmm

(8. . 8. CariSpplu)

(Mr. T. B. Werapitiya)

Let them make the application.

CHEEOyY Sacamd Summ

(Zom. aomies gudEarg. )

(Mr. Lakshman Jeyakody)

You cannot give to one individual. It is most unfair.

D& oD

(FLT BTWET ojauiEarT )

{Mr. Speaker)

Shall we avoid commenting on the question that has
been asked ?

B8CH woREehG, AXWMEECCE: wmcesd m 98
REE emmu Y

ugsrapidy diured med gfimromapamody: QUGS

DESIGNING AND CONSTRUCTION OF ADMINISTRATIVE
COMPLEX AT
BATTARAMULLA : CONTRACT

262/82 (2)

6. cTFECy ZuemmdB Summ
(B aFpnsT Quablsry. )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Fgor@omn® to s ©cm, £ehw & @lE8
HERTE: uey TmEle wEen €8¢ 4i8ra®
eas? iy @ mw: (@) cz,ﬁ‘mda(: cd’ “8 SEE

zeEene @ERCE wicy€ REE zewmm ET.udD

Bl n@ dufdeley a@e@ emidcomn $i
acuf, 28 weflasce’ comwomedls’ Ca
cunle €8 ©€ B oudgdsf GG;ECC wm BEn
D€ ewleme? (q) R wmce® SEP

= o e ,e-mﬂP

seen & Emeln Sim'ed icEllnf, gum ey
ez Dol w6887 O é:c., omé ey CTMED qe_u,@
ST RERAT iRy’ &9 scwy B8cwlove?
(1) & emdcxfes? 2 @Y ?

&

P
[

=@,
Or s yooiFmd, oereanrrt B, oftenwdiey, Biorenr
Yy Fwh, QUmsh Dacr e FORLET o e T o oy
By : (o) vssrapadulds gy @BsEn Bliorss
adflar Aiwrer aygawowiy Cadvssnas Gsumpt
arerrGampaon dMBl L svgruers Gofe@Fdiudu Ger
arQssTuem Buh, GULSFEaTIIG T p assd G5
Brust RO o sl enrih err@u;_a;a’frm,gj' GTETLION &
&I off T Lt
Qupu, sdfler agaemuwiy Calimu BiQer s s as

wyh i yPargr? () eogearreius

W8R8 4 1468
ST T(HSHE Qer@riuengfle. ysimenpp s GCzaredlssrr
@E@s Qar@oumss wlPadr Qedarrr? (§) Bad
Cuey, arer?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Local
Government, Housing and Construction and Minister of
Highways : (a) Is he aware that Keangnam Enterprises
Limited has been selected to design the construction of
the Administration Complex at Battaramulla and a fee
is to be paid to them as its contractors too ? (b)) Will he
consider to have world-wide tenderers to design the
Complex and grant it to the lowest tenderer rather
than giving it to the above contractors? (c) If not,
why ?

B8, S us’d cuedsd Sunmm

(2. orib. dlcresrp QuCrrr)

{(Mr. M. Vincent Perera)

I answer on behalf of the Prime Minister and
Minister of Local Government, Housing and
Construction and Minister of Highways.

(a) Yes. The design and construction of the
Administrative Comlex at Battaramulla was awarded to
M/s Keang Nam Enterprises Ltd. after a Cabinet
Appointed Tender Board invited tenders from selected
International Contractors. The work is nearing
completion and is scheduled to be completed in 1983.
(b) and (¢) Do not arise.

1980 ¥€ Duwed@ oG ¢Mwmd Fu ofdmew!
1980 grdovuiler ugeiulal(hpg eReoDur oot Quik

EMPLOYEES WHO VACATED THEIR POSTS IN JULY 1980
390/82 (2)
7. wéw @Wemdetal® @unmn (DCDrw)

('é:::ﬁ Firb G?Q‘;"EQ'E['_'SQW&L.S—EQ‘@J.TW}
(Mr, Sarath Muttetuwegama—Kalawana)

En@imun@ sn 2 ey, BT o 9IRS
GEBDS o Ton 3o »Oum EEAe GlBD
cas’ g s e 1 (g) 1930 aé@ e & 5@ mm
& gnod deid wl eCHym CAx, 0ndew ¢
o wOEs’ G ceudme@sTn o & TE
Buc® C8owr’o gur’ cfim@riced o
O wemsy @dxdig ? () e@® e’ cosd
A cecmm suln e’ Twd el Bede ? (qu) B

(5]

e wis’ milo ctffud meled 29& gowe
méxferye ? (qu) Sgf 5€, & »Tee ? (@) 2
e w8, & @xfe ? (&) Oz miTm cflwd
el g cfimiEsfear’ B ecemmo A ed
8o DISE oy Bshe? (¢) ey geluf
gerfexr S 2.0 cely casler’e ? (o) Ocd
0@, & w8 ? (D) ey dDetd =€, & 3wi¢ ?

Qs Fin gyenind F D, &m'r@_‘ga'm;@, el i_anioiiLy, AL
oy gane, QUiRd PEST  YEULFFHILTET AT S Gar'

Dey: (o) 1980, 9% wrgsfe yaisog ugedsof
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Sar Baperor G ssormser, o B5sTUeTESr ,a;QuJ
apmpsd Ceifs san srasbrius Ceips omfudsailsr
GT 69T Gl 3 59 &5 59 (Lt __g‘.la.rn" o DIGUT T 2 (q%) @wrﬁa@}jcﬁr 1B enr
Bib Gsu?sﬂe's@é Csigmslararorini’ L e ser  or & soar
Gui ? (@) srEs@uyeroraiabruys Bar@u CorsmsQarer
a1 E N (%)
Qurapm? (o) @ofwluelle), asdr? (ewr) eaeurg (fer

i o sosRED o ? %Gmmﬂé). GTLS

@b Cotuams Crrgmstararorii 1 sorifuiisale or g
B Cucndn yauisor g Fibuer B aysaiser apmsi.
tew? (ar) w&mrmm.i'as@a&@m yeui EoT G EFLhisaT 8 aieme
&G arbgfﬁr.sdu@mﬂ* ? far) qq_zb@msnﬂa'v, e'n.‘t@un’@,-ﬁ ? (s)

@a&Cuefls, aer?

asked the Prime Minister and Minister of Local
Government, Housing and Construction and Minister of
Highways : (@) Will he state the number of employees
of all categories in Departments and Corporations under
his Ministry who were considered to have vacated their
posts in July, 1980 ? () Of these employees how many
have been taken back for work ? (¢) Does he propose to
take back the remaining employees ? (d) If so, when ?
(e) If not, why? (f) How many such employees so
taken back for work have been paid their arrears of
salary ? (g) Will the others be paid their arrears of
salary ? (h) If so, when? (i) If not, why ?

@, Brlesoryd cueldH Swmmym
(8 d

(. GTLD. fsreers GuGrar)

(Mr. M. Vincent Perera)

I answer on behalf of the Prime Minister and
Minister of Local Government, Housing and
Construction and Minister of Highways :

(a) 6,680. (b) 2,094. (¢) Yes; in accordance with
the guidelines set by Government and availability of
vacancies. (d) Vide answer to (c) above. (¢) Does not
arise. (f) 503. (g) No. If they do not qualify in terms of
the guidelines set by Government. (k) Vide answer to
(g) (i) Does not arise.

1980 ¥@ @ueE muwd ¢gwmeud Sw cufimoedd
1980 e 9%vulley Lgullelins s el@ur serifui
EMPLOYEES WHO VACATED THEIR POSTS IN JULY 1980

486/82(2)

8. uéw @ emTOcEn® Ewvmm

(j@‘ F T @@Q@L@Qm&:m)

(Mr., Sarath Muttetuwegama)

85088 3080w o e Esn EgRe @B
D®cosy o cdwe 1 (§) 1980 48 Swmcd’E @
rerpdL gmed Secd @l czs:;; caR, :'DQ@ e
Drmmeas WOer @B coulner® n wotd S

“3

e Buee 380us’d guny et Tnln
On® wersy @dmie 7 (@) ¢ e
B ceerg ™ ef Vwd wugs, Bede ?

€ INBEr TOD c¥PwO med®dD O C
mésferie ? () S =8, & @Teg ? (
el B, & @rfe ? (&), ded =By cwWde
weds i} eFEnBrfeasy B ecemme
B 20 cw@r Bedg ? (o) egzﬁqsi
2 e B LT coly casfeslc

58, & e ? (D) ern el MmE, &

@5’

swHQsr e g8 msH, arriisf yowismrs Cale.
gy : () 1980, e 0fn wrsgEe oaiserm L sl
@mpBh ARBaiETTES

SRS L IYSTH YILF

Far Saperor  SEwasormser, s QST maer B
wpmps Coifs san grastrupn Coipgs empfuisonar
aravenlEmasou yat & oerTr? (g) Galisener i£er
(ih Gw%ﬁdﬁ@& G’&'.'i"‘;i;'.aijf&'a&n'ﬁfrmr_':ux_'t_mnfae?r GT’Q‘S;S%’JT
Cuii ? (@) eres@ueroraris@ran (Ear@ih Cxismatarer
oiEpE yoi o FosRERpr?  (#)
Gurapm? (o) GadeCweaflen erer ? (os) sysueurp B

r:)é@{n@ﬁﬁ-\}. GTLY

@b wa?‘?a)‘%@é Coii g maQararerinn’. sufluiseflds or s
BECUmEE goiaorgr Fibusr B oymeiser aipbislULt
Lar? (or) @lTwioniEERET Il FOTI FLbLIT B aemey
FaiT m;;}g.ré}&:_'.ru@m.v? {ar) Qﬁ@ms&ﬂ@, erﬁ:@uﬂ'@_‘p(_fﬁ_? (3\3)

BadnGueaile. erer ?

asked the Minister of Agricultural Development and
Research : (@) Will he state the number of employees
of all categories in Departments and Corporations under
his Ministry who were considered to have vacated their
posts in July, 1980 ? () Of these employees how many
have been taken back for work ? (¢) Does he propose to
take back the remaining employees ? (d) If so, when ?
(e) If not, why ? (f) How many such employees so
taken back for work have been paid their arrears of
salary 7 (g) Will the others be paid their arrears of
salary ? (h) If so, when ? ({) If not, why?

BEMQE CRTVE v (Bowlds MBMEED
820U o wledugs B8N @eBn®)

(,-.1’1_ 3;@1.1@?&%3’;1‘.——@?@';7-‘!&: 9’!1:1161?:_{3(};5,
HTTIFR S5 S  yevird o )

(Mr. Sumanadasa Abeywickrema—Deputy Minister
of Agricultural Development & Research)

(g) 1526; (q0) 780; (q) @B, ldfw &8sy Bwwd
= @B crecE &cEC ¢gmmed aady i5m
E0; () gom ‘g’ E€QS BCE'®; () s exd
=8; (&) T3¢’ & weux’ 780 ceseert 6
ccemm Ce BB B 96 i cuecy &9

FLLET BT F

FRIMCY E@® ol af gud, & gewm ewd
@S dow WS =m®; (), (Co) o (&) =iz esm
B8,
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487/82 (2)

0. wéw YW eMTVETHE W
(,5:’9 TIE (gc';i;Q,cm;@Qma;m)
(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

@8 BEDHE' D wlSdnw BEA; uleipBices’
qe odwe @ (§) 1980 g€ Sweedd =@ ot o))
gmed Sed @8 uCEmy Car, DEicey g

G cOesy @B cemnlmelsln & e il Ewid

2EawsTe gun’ cfOnBsTed wedrkd & «¢
w5y @énde 1 () 88 cdInBrlcas’ b5

cecemm mOn cflud @ied Bede 7 (§1) late]
cefBmasy =om cwfdeo meEdD Ond ool
mésfeste ? (@) e w8, & =Bpe ? (]) c5x
deed m®, & @x¥¢ ? (8) e DI cef e
wed B cfimBdrecns’ B eenmd 2Ped
o g  eodh Bede ? (¢) BT guwds
RAs7cd Bo LY coly cAasTesl¢ ? (&9; O

=&, & B2ae ? (D) ezn dew =8, & @x7¢ ?
Brried omag@grfla, J{r?aﬂ?_@;&ﬁ,‘! Sy smrs Gato
ellgy: () 1980, 0% 1T HHE IyouisaT 5 Lt gall soiflal]
mhoD doBuaismrss sHSULLL YT H DYTIDEF
Rer Q@s?ra’r B dsor maser, F B & Siruermsar ,_s?bﬁtu

apops Coipg sso grosdryn CFips oar | Qi allar

arevrenflsepamu ot e aeurrr ? (o) Boui s@nar (Resr

@in  Calnsmns Crigmatareroriii’t ouisar GT i oo
Quir? (@) eresPuysirarasis@rund Lo CrismaGarar
(%)

Qurgpm ? (o) BodCuoels, eaer? (o) sjeuwr.o E s

. ; i : 2 :
g DE Y o $CsRi&E aprir ? Quarflsd, erds
@b Cadwiagd CoigmaGarararii sor fluwii gofley ot &
S G e aer 51 FlhUoT BOYHeISET euipEIE LI
Low? (or) er@ariwieni s @naHD BT FOT ZI FLHLIST B myena
sar aupBEluGor ? (o) ,\%Qme&ﬂé\:, aiGurapm? ()

EddnGhuaflsy. aar ?

“asked the Minister of Rural Industrial Development :
(a) Will he state the number of employees of all
categories in Departments and Corporations under his
Ministry who were considered to have vacated their
posts in July, 1980 ? (b) Of these employees how many
have been taken back for work ? (¢) Does he propose to
take back the remaining employees ? (d) If so, when?
(e) If not, why? (f) How many such employees so
taken back for work have been paid their arrears of
salary ? (g) Will the others be paid their arrears of
salary ? (h) If so, when? (i) If not, why ?

S, eomaTedsy @am (98c DB w.d
e EEBe ¢ER/DD)

(& eraw. Carovi_wrar—aRrmfu eoas6srifle o0
S B e Fi )
(Mr. S. Thondaman—Minister of Rural Industrial

Development)
(a) 1191. (b) 871. (¢) Yes; in accordance with the
guidelines set by Government and availability of

= -,

Ly

18R 4 1472
vacancies. (d) Vide answer to (c) above. (¢) Does not
arise. (f) All arrears due to them for the period they
were working have been paid.

sl Pweniictel Cawm
(B s15 op30m BOnsw)
(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)
All arrears ?

O, el 805 Quwn

(B . erow. @ Frehr_iewer)

(Mr. S. Thondaman)

All arrears due to them for the period they were
working have been paid.

ucy FWomllecald Suwm

(B s apF0m  Flwatr)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

Arrears for the period they were working ?

W THRDHEL

(FLr prosi s ser)

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, Please ! Let there be no comments on his
answer.

O, el EE@ Cwmuw

(;5?\7) srom. GaTenmt ersr)

(Mr. S. Thondaman)

(g) No. If they do not qualify in terms of the
guideline set by Government. (h) Vide answer to.
(i) does not arise.

wlin Wemiletud Summ

(G g7F arabgl Glaasw)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

The Hon. Minister has conveniently misunderstood
my Question. My question is not whether arrears were
paid for the period for which they were working. My
question is whether arrears have been paid for the
period during which they were not employed.

0, e 2@ Twmn
(Zow. erciv. QmradreieTsr )

(Mr, S. Thondaman)
No.

6o WM Cunun

(G #15 aps6s BRauswe)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

Has any of the 871 people who have been
re-employed been paid arrears ?

el amsy 2 Dwmm

(B erov. Ggraw inTer)

(Mr. S. Thondaman)

As 1ar as the departments are concerned, those
elmployees have been paid. But in the case of
corporations they have decided and not paid.
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s8S @WeMDYeEa® Sunmm

(#m. srg @ps0z5  EQasmsic)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

I want a much more specific answer than that
because I have asked how many have been paid arrears.
You will see that the original question is about
employees in corporations and departments under the
Hon. Minister’s Ministry. Now, I have asked in
question (f), How many such employees so taken back
for work have been paid their arrears of salary ? First,
the Hon. Minister said that the arrears for the period
that they worked have been paid. But when I clarified
the question, the Hon. Minister said those who were in
departments have been paid arrears and those who were
in corporations have not been paid. That is not an
answer to my question. My question asked for the
number of people. I want a specific answer.

2¢f. ey 2@5 Swmm

(B erow. Qarenre_werer)

(Mr. S. Thondaman)

I have answered the question in the way I understood
it. Now, if you want clarification, I will need time for
that.

DS LZNED D,
(FurBrsi il S )
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 12.

28, 8x7usYl cwaedd Ewmm

(Bm. erib, diSresrn Qulrrr)

(Mr. M. Vincent Perera)

On behalf of the Minister of Youth Affairs and
Employment and Minister of Education, I ask for two
weeks’ time to answer this question.

vda @9 (20 giSsw B8P0 Bewle =dm cf
deymar 1pGumm BB h switnlsssd s Brde DUl g,
Question ordered to stand down.

DTN EDDE,
(FTHrwsi ,_9!;-:);.'?.56‘}!)

(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 13.

28, 853us'0 euedd Summ

(‘53— orib. angraerm GuGrar)

(Mr. M. Vincent Perera)

On behalf of the Minister of Youth Affairs, and
Employment and Minister of Education, I ask for two
weeks’ time to answer this Question.

gdma 2 oo pfSsw HB880 Bewle Wwém gl

eigmmer  woQmpm SBargBD  Feinisss sl Srefol
Ll .

Question ordered to stand down.

e 8EeCIm® 1474

gRCon Cm Bemes: eI 8wmd
GG QsET &TlSBuTOwth : S5 S Sio
ANGULUGAHA MAHA VIDYALAYA : REPAIRS

328/82 (2)

15. 8. PRI » Swmm (WA&HED)

(Eop. 8. swFrger (aouyse)

(Mr. P, Sumathiratha—Habaraduwa)

ewals WD o dB e, ELn®d wn gOm
o g@fin@ecory an adxw : (g) o/gyGon
@t Bemcued @B canBEE wedmBey Fned
ol sflasy & wzeos’ mésfesfe ? (@) &
cnBmEEIEE conu®sn 2:dmley g i8w
Be wmede ? () gt Buwndsy @oRERY gZan
Ewddé 998 ofesle ? (&) deed =B, =B ?
deer ssumdslesy mE, & @sFe ?

@&resi yayassar Gorifaariyy yenismn Sl
gyeningamin yerarsnrd Caile ofigy: (o) s/ yb@aiar
warell Fuwraw & ayarer St BEGT 6T wentSamEL
yib opupder Bvurgemsus sperrr? (o) @éa
L dimener o sgowses SmsaCaly Czoa? (@) @5
Eong s Catoalor s Qo spmsg Camawrer pLondans
erBiiryr ? (&) sT@tar rruler md@un’@gﬂ? @@&YGM@.

arsor ?

asked the Minister of Youth Affairs and Employment
and Minister of Eduction : (@) Will he state the number
of buildings at the G/Angulugaha Maha Vidyalaya and
the condition of these buildings ? () How many of
these buildings need repairs ? (¢) Will he take
necessary steps to effect the repairs ? (d) If so, when
and if not, why ?

88, 8xus’D cucds E@nmm

{‘5‘\5 erik. ehlar & D G‘u?.-?’ﬂ'.rrj

(Mr. M. Vincent Perera)

On behalf of the Minister of Youth Affairs and
Employment and Minister of Education, I give the
following reply.

(a) The number of buildings is four. Regional
Director of Education, Galle, has reported that, except
one building, all the other buildings are in a satisfactory
condition. (b) One. (¢) Regional Director of Education,
Galle has reported that estimates for rennovation of this
building have been prepared and the hon. M.P. has
been requested on 10.05.1982 to allocate funds for this
purpose from the decentralised budget. The necessary
repairs would be effected when funds are allocated.
(d) does not arise in view of (c) above.

DIENGDNS,
(Furgrusi yeiacr)
(Mr. Speaker)
Question No. 16
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9. Bxlusyd cueld Sunmn

(Bm erib. ofiarFard GuGrrr)

(Mr. M. Vincent Perera)

On behalf of the Minister of Youth Affairs and
Employment and Minister of Education, I ask for two
weeks’ time to answer this Question.

g wa S D2l 9lfcw H530 Howa @i ¢
Bemene wHGamm Farsdp suinliss et Baruf OuL e &,
Question ordered to stand down.

£58 mbishcw 1 ¢ gR.20 on Gid 8§ wdm G
slp @¥veypisen,: maZGed s Bt GQeuniu Crri!

SLe T EIE ST
TAMIL YOUTHS ARRESTED AND RELEASED:
PARTICULARS
305/82 (2)
10. &, @E8&DEo® Comr—I&du

@ — (52, e gAY Brm—walde
cBE0)

(B a. Fg;aﬂi(gaﬁfrhﬁt}:——srﬁﬁ'cm;ﬁ apFmal Fo5. &1,
Qur, @55 h—estisrappsnpn—rriurs)

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam—Leader of the Opposition on
behalf uf -Mr. K. P. Ratnam—Kayts)

fOBR® we &ils gl En Bewlds @R
cosy quE sEDe : (§) pEfodee Sigalled
(0BG ERETI) cun u» ¢8R G
eond Beme B8:d cmm e =GR
®ed EEFF ¢fgRogdd an G gt nieds]
ax8sf edm vén CA rud doudy QA o =@
Ay Rewsy cun sons’ Sfnd €qd gffuw
wésferte ? (1) (1) =@ o (2) GE=w ; (i)
(1) go¥ g2x20 on Cf §oe ud (2) s ;
(iii) gufgB@ld mBR @me BCLBw ;' (iv; g5y
gDodD BHEO el ; (v) (1) sa’m ®g B
8w 2 (2) s Bg FHhne ; (Vi) 8p w8
ce Ema. (@) 98wy emmdsfeny 29, J 8s3¢?

| GIDEF & (LD, ik g7
Calr dlen: () @55
sl gGer Bupe, Qs yoflser son_Fal i g
Ber Bapie Qurellarms @7 swe GEaTHD S FATUS
cwiseler efar il uBsE0 Gar, APz Qe
i sflp @&vepiser @si}@aurr@msmmq&u;ﬁ‘gﬂu Fer
QuHLD Brmatr oot & perrT ? (i) oz Qrdutl
Boresfiar (1) Quumn (2) apaaufluyd ; (ii) & LG F I
e (1) CaPuyd (2) Beqpd; (iil) s mAFi s oG5
Curasgsi; (iv) &G ECiUC L Fer srrenh; (V)
Al pLgBw (1) o sB80ursssme  (2) a5 &
pLgstul L Bovwaph; (Vi) 0 s%Qs b L. CaEh
(2) yTGCpw, areyr ?

U GETOL LS F HLT 6T auan T

qg;:r&'-:r.-ﬁ?&fi?,%‘-sér LILHENE T GUT 5

asked the Minister and Deputy Minister of
Defence—(a@) Willl he state the following particulars
about each of the Tamil youths, out of those arrested by
the Police and the Army under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act and the Proscribing of Liberation Tigers
Act, who were subjected to interrogation and

1082 exnTi838 4

1476

subsequently released—(i) (1) name and (2) address ;
(ii) (1) date and (2) place of arrest; (iii) officer who
made the arrest; (iv) reason for the arrest;
(v) (1) interrogating officer and (2) place of
interrogation ; (vi) date of release ? (b) If not, why?

8. B. 2488 Camm

(B £ 8. Corcndpau)
(Mr. T. B. Werapitiya)
The particulars called for cannot be disclosed due to

security reasons.

288 mégnewd 1 ¥ ¢R.DC can e BON
Sl Gerepiser,
TAMIL YOUTHS HELD IN DETENTION

BOyE srale madssOul GarCarrid

306/82 (2)
1. 8. ¢80l Com—(mn. et QLW EnY
Doy eDmBT)

(B . ybipllasn—Em sr. Gur. @7 & Bewt—aTIT
L s )

(Mr, A, Amirthalingam—on behalf of Mr.
Ratnam)

GOIBRR®, wey &by o v Bewlds AL
carst iy s D6 : (¢) pfndced SignSed
(502 EQBL®) vrm 60 ¢8B Comn 32TH
esuS momd BRBef vmm wieny cwnlle wo ©¥e
0802 88T guf g0 0p) Gid q5d Seenns
EExn & & ¢80 méentsy wfar’dewsy vODm 8§
nn? B md 9@ ume, wmésTexs'e ? (1) (1) 29
g (2) EBxa ; (i) (1) gof g2 oxm 8
Emw wo (2) ddmae ; (i) g 2P0 =3
oe BDCeHBw; (iv) fedearm B edmy; (V)
(1) deBrecarm BOm f&mw & (2) ocB&D
(vi) =g 20& Bede? vil) R v&éTend 0ee ?
(viii) 28 22880 »E® @Dy '8 @
ety defmdéeon emBufesf »HE 8y Om® 8¢
w8m caAresle? (p) cwa conmim e 38,
& exle?

3 g o

Or@s UrZEriy  Seed EoRraTaens &
(2) @iF Syrermsggesr UUBESTUNE
so sl gBer Buyn AQsWG yfsar oL FEllL s
Ber@apis Qurellermin QrramasBar e osIQF s
soflsy GUAurapsm s00YS sreslis oasBméEn 5L
@yt ser awbarmuemrybupSu G e Aurisdr

SYEDLLF F(HLE,

CslL eflgy:’

S sgarsr? (1) ameg Gedwiu L @&resflar (1)
Cuumh (2) apaafuh; (1) evsg Qedwi L (1) Csl
gy (2) @qpih; (i) owsmlsigs e sECUrssHT; (1V)
ABoyssradle e sBmUiL g sroeRTh? (W) (1) erircs
(2) sravovarsy asrab sBUYE @Tasl enavssLi Perer
eri? (Vi) aypdzs Gsririu Berersr? (i) e
Quraps apims GsririuLerbd? (Wili) @eraaens
wypEEs Carird CurBu ersrassr Gup;}u:._m’:'.‘és%\:
Qualsr, syai et Car fMBsdy CriwliuQarsr? ()
oG pey, arew 7
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[, ¢282G0d o]

asked the Minister, and Deputy Minister of
Defence—(a) Will he state the following particulars
about each of the Tamil youths out of those arrested by
the Police and the Army under the Prevention of
Terrorism Act and the Proscribing of Liberation Tigers
Act, who are held in detention at present—(i) (1) name
and (2) address; (ii) (1) date and (2) place of arrest;
(iii) officer who made the arrest; (iv) reason for the
detention ; (v) (1) place and (2) duration of detention ;
(vi) has action been filed; (vii) when action may be
filed ; (viii) if sufficient evidence for filing action has
not been gathered so far, will he be released forthwith ?
(b) If not, why?

S. 8. c2iB83a Dwmy
{E(ﬁ P8 Q@rﬁ'&ﬂjgj‘w)
{Mr. T. B. Werapitiya)
I am tabling the Answer.

smedng @3 MAm co Bnd:
FurfL G55 moudsii’e el :

Answer tabled :

fa) (i) Vide Annexe ‘A’ (ii) and (iii)-This information cannot be
disciosed as this would be prejudicial to security and the
investigations that are being carried out (iv) and (v)-The reason for
the detention, the place and duration of detention have been
communicated to each of the persons kept under detention. (iv) Vide
Annex ‘B’ (vii) Criminal action will be filed as soon as investigations
are completed. (viii) Any person who is kept under detention will be
released if on completion of the investigation the Minister has no
reason to believe or suspect that such person is connected or
concerned in any unlawful activity. () Does not arise.

Annexe ‘A

PERSONS UNDER DETENTION UNDER THE PREVENTION
OF TERRORISM (TEMPORARY PROVISIONS) ACT, No. 48
] OF 1979 :

Name Address

1. Nadarajah Thangavel alias Jaffna
Thangathurai alias Mama

2. Selvadurai Subramaniam alias
Thevan

3. Amirthanayagam
Kumarakulasingham

4. Adiriyampillai Mariyampillai

5. Sarawanaperumal Yogarajah
alias Yogan alias Thambi

Jaffna
Phillips Pathawatte, Elavalai

Elavalai
Old Bridge, Thondamannar
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6. Navaratnarajah Sivapatham alias Sittivinayagar Tutory,
Sivapatham Atchuvely
7. Sellasamy Kumar alias Kairethy Velvettithurai
Kumar aligs Highway Kumar
8. Muthukumaru Srikumar Urumpirai
9. Thambipillai Maheswaran 115, Brown Road, Jaffna
10. Velummylum Subramaniam Thunnalai Nerth
11. Kandasamy Saraveswaran Thunnalai North Karawaddy
12. Sivanathan Neethirajah Thunralai South, Karawaddy
13. Vythilingam Nadasen alias Velvettithurai
Nadesan alis Senator
14. Manikkam Rajan 368, Hospital Road, Jaffna
15. Gnanaprakasam Gnanasekeran 27, Kumarapuyam,
alias Ranjan Paranthan
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Name Address
16. Thambiah Mariyanayagam No. 102, Pandivirachchan,
Madhu Kovil, Madhu
17. Sivasubramaniam No. 68, Kumarapuram,
Paranthan
18. Sridheran alias Tractor Sri (s/o Paranthan
Subramaniam)
19. Savarimuthu Ponnambalam No. 73, Periyathampani
Madhu Church
20. Selliah Rajaratnam Kandy Road, Paranthan
21. Kandiah Rajendran Vannamarai, Thelippalai
22. Sinnathamby Ganeshalingam No. 2, Periyathapanai,
alias Farook. Madhu Road.
23. Anthonypillai Udayar Kumar Periya Pandivirichchan,
Madhu
24, Thamotharampillai Parasalai South,
Jeyamuhundan alias Parama- Chavakachcheri
sivam .
25. Murugesanpillai Navendrarajah Vipulanandan  Veedhi,
alias Babuji Madagal
26. Selladorai Jeyratnam alias Sinna- Madan Kovillady, Anakottai
rasa alias Aranganayagam
27. Kadiravelu Devanand No. 17. Francis Road,
Wellawatte
28. Ponnambalam Thevakumar No. 6, Naipattimunai,
Kalmunai
29. Devanayagam Baskaran Division No. 7, Naipatti-
munai, Kalmunai
30. Sivanayagam Anpalagan afias Thirayai, Trincomalee
Anton
31. Ariyaputhram Balasubramaniam No. 14, Delft East, Delft
alias Dasan
32. Gnanamuttu Navaratnasingham  Kovilkulam, Vavuniya
33. Nagamony illansingham Theva- Panikka Neeravi, Puli-
rajah yankulam
34, Nagamony Illansingham Periyamadhu, Puliyankulam
Chandrakettu
35. Kasipillai Suresh Kumar alias Velani West, Velani
Suresh Master
36. Sinnathurai Arunthavarajah Kalai Kunpalai, Point Pedro
37. Somasundaram Manoranjan alias Puliyankoodal, Kayts
Mano
38. Ponniah Thurairajah aefias Ward No. 11, Kurumanveli,
Thangathurai Kalawanchikudy
39, Rayappu Anthonipillai afias Main Street, Marisonkudal,
Alagiri Madagal
40. Arummgam Seyone alias Appu Tannagam, Chullipuram
son of Vairamuttu Arumugam
41, Thanapalasingham Thevea- Arafadi, Pandaittiruppu
kumaran alias Arafat alias
Thevan alias Theva
42, Balasubramaniam Nadesapillai Market Lane, Thellipallai
alias Kunchu East, Thellipallai
43. Mylwaganam Sinniah Chullipuram East,
Chullipuram, Chulli
puram
44. Kanapathypillai Mailvaganam Chullipuram
Annexe ‘B’

PARTICULARS OF COURT CASES FILED AND THE NAMES
OF THE SUSPECTS

(1) High Court Case No, 1015/81—

Suspects—1. Selvadurai Sivasubramaniam alias Thevan
2. Vythilingam Nandasen alias Nadesan
3. Nadarajah Thangavel
4, Navaratnarajah Sivapathan
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(2) High Court Case No. 1088 /82—
Suspect—1. Gnanaprgasam Gnanasekeram
(3) High Court Case No. 1133/82-
Suspect—1. Muthukumaru Srikumar
(4) High Court Case No. 1171/82-
Suspects-1. S. Yogarajah

2. Sellasamy Kumar

3. Nadarajah Thangavel
(5) High Court Case No. 1172/82-
Suspect-1. A. P. Kumarakulasingham
(6) High Court Case No. 1173/82-
Suspect—1. A. Mariampillai
(7) High Court Case No. 1169/82-
Suspects—-1. T. Maheswaran

2. V. Subramaniam

3. K. Saraveswaran

4. S. Neethirajah

DD eMEDG
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& Coon gAmBm ewWdw:
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SRI LANKA EDUCATION SERVICE: PARTICULARS OF

POSTS
8/82(2)
14. J. gBEDEC Cum— (= cr glu'BAnd

Beon cUmo0)

{ ;3.‘@-,_ ar. kga_,m&i’;;-sﬁ?r&;m_b——‘g@. &, Guir. @5 g Get tb—Fri
urs)

(Mr; A, Amirthalingam—on behalf of Mr, K. P.
Ratnam)

cxDm @Orm th Al ¥ @@Snd s gdw
s gelndenn. ey 5o : 1082, 01. 01 &
§50 & Comn glmLm etdned 4, 2,3, 4 o b 21283
8. B0E P& & BCHEsT wEdrlewsy Cov
sees? Sudmdé dm® tme ®éxferlq ? (g) &
O L Bwd §MOD WE TWRG AT ; (¢p) &
ey coied BEME weds? o & gucex’ (1)
Gore (2) ee@g o (3) S8 weamd; (9) o=f
O weBeww BEBm wmd B BéTHg  wedil
(8) 98 gédwmnp ©ddxn cam wCa.

Borai yoyudser Qsrifldariiiy oewssih S5
IYNLE F(HLOT RTRUTHT & Golle offgy: 1.1.1982 @& eovor
ot uf wbsr sadiCsmaniier 1 oph, 2 gy, 3 .2h
4 gyib, 5 b @GS aaCarerglor wgdadrus 2 5
BCursggisdrubnpdiu Heram Huriisr gai s
arrr? (o) Salargy e@HULbEn JET VIS TR Ta T
ugdlsafisr cramefléms ; (25) ealarm a@llgiapsror
0. 550w s & giseller eramenlsmaub yauisaflsr (1) P
soraui (2) mBpi (3) @@bﬁ?ﬁh&@ﬁs&r oT i el S BUYLD
(8) oatarmg egGans friuiue rwsmbg Qau 50
Lisaller ereneflems; (x) @aQuphmser £riod

UBh srovh ?

asked the Minister of Youth Affairs and Employment
and Minister of Education : Will he state the following
particulars about the posts and officers in each of the
Classes 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 in the Sri Lanka Education
Service as at 01.01.1082; (a) the number of posts
approved for each class ; () the number of officers in
each class and of them the number of (1) Sinhalese (2)
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Tamils and (3) Mulims ; (¢) the number of vacancies to
be filled in each class; (d) the time when these
vacancies will be filled ?

28, Bxlusyd cwedd Svmm

(s orib. eflarecp QuGrar)

(Mr. M. Vincent Perera)

I table the Answer on behalf of th= Minister of
Youth Affairs and Employment and Minister of
Education.

amecluwn @9 A% € E8pd:
FurSLgBe evaldasin e efeme »
Answer tabled :

(a) Class I - 11
Class 1L - 41
Class ITI. General cadre - 64
Special cadre - 39
Class IV. General Cadre - 229
Special cadre - 81
Class V. General cadre - 686
Special cadre - 314
(b) Class Sinhalese Tamils Muslims
L 07 01 01
1L 33 06 02
III. General cadre 23 01 01
Special cadre 10 03 -
IV. General cadre 190 26 13
Special cadre 63 12 02
V. General cadre 433 05 34
Special cadre 191 44 08
(c) Class Vacancies
L 02
IL. 00
[11. General cadre 39
Special cadre 26
IV. General cadre 00
Special cadre 04
V. General cadre 154
Special cadre 71

(d) Vacancies in class III and IV of the Sri Lanka Education Service
have been filled with effect from 01.01.1982. 60% of the vacancies in
class V have been filled with effect from 01.06.1982. Action is being
taken to fill the rest of the vacancies early.

oD endPsy SV PO®
Fwitnfsstu L FLL ppaRasT

BILLS PRESENTED

ONED O RO THEEWS) Bcaflma S
eI

HrRluaeswiyssTer FreusrTaigl ShEGSSF FLLLHND
FOURTH AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION BILL

* to amend the Constitution cf the Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka.”

ECaEm cLO¢ gm@dma s o e, B0 wm ol
280 ¢ eHnd® v &M o 20aw BT H2En®: DPNDO
&8, Bl usy’d® ouweddh Swnwm, LBA.

ABrzn  gyeuLsam  eeneprT &, Biwrem
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Presented by Mr. Vincent Perera, on behalf of the Prime Minister
and Minister of Local Government, Housing and Construction and
Minister of Highways.
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COLOMBO DISTRICT (LOW-LYING AREAS) RECLAMATION
AND DEVELOPMENT BOARD (AMENDMENT) BILL

“to amend the Colombo District (Low-lying Areas) Reclamation
and Development Board Act, No. 15 of 1968.” '

Eozxl@m cfed 089 w.dilzs qIfad uan wZE
teEZ0ma SFae qEBnd cDPED 03, B5uxd cuelsHh
Sumy ERH

1982 e EAE Pu 25 2 And el o celm 26 Baela
emele, Cu S¢8ha Mg upede Bede D ¢l

srenll, srenf] VBB R yeowdFmis waradll oy lelns s
LyeedFnnreranr eril& Bom. erih, efldradrp Qubrsr et
TR Fwi s’ 5, 1982 Qp‘nm:hu& 25, ebwiripdE penin
Qraprimtds gpampurs QoS Ou_ GuanBGiwerayh oy f L
e CaanROuarane s Sruf Gud L .

Presented by M. Vincent Perera, on behalf of the Minister of
Lands and Land Development and Minister of Mahaweli
Devlopment ; to be read a Second time upon Thursday 25th
November 1982, and to be printed.

S E@DED »ILD)
LT TT@EIETD 3 OIS
BUSINESS OF THE PARLIAMENT
€9, Buu’d cueddh Snom

(B erib. dlareern ’GUG’J:T.-T)
(Mr. M. Vincent Perera)
I move,
“ That the following provisions shall have effect with'respect to the
Business of this day’s Sitting :—
(a) That the Second Reading of the " &mZdm e 8n® DuSa>

eotwi@®m vyl e=Qf@um™  (Fourth Amendment to the
Constitution Bill) presented this day be proceeded with this day ;

() That immediately after the Bill to which this Order applies has
been read a.Second time, it shall be considered in committee of the
whole Parliament ;

(c) that the proceedings on this Bill to which this Order applies
shall be exempted from the provisions of Standing Order No. 7.

o’ SPsm oY, ww Ll0m Sa,
sy fQssLULE apuEldarerorue .
Question put, and areed to.

HECeBed JITP
LIT T (@G D SfLbiey
SITTINGS OF THE PARLIAMENT

20, 8eYd cuwcdl Vwmm
(G erie. darsarp QuGrrr)
(Mr. M, Vincent Perera)

1 move,

“ That this Parliament at its rising this day to adjourn until 10 a.m. on
Friday 5th November, 1982.”

sdma S@um i, wum d@m Ba

ey fBSsOUL R apyiGarererii i g,

Question put, and agreed to.
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FOURTH AMENDMENT TO THE
CONSTITUTION BILL
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Order for Second Reading read.
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(Mr. R. Premadasa—Prime Minister, Minister of
of Loca! Government, Housing & Construction, Minister
of Highways, and Leader of the House of Parliament)
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“ On this-",

FathOos

exf. 28, ecueddh eufEcd od

“On this whole question of parliamentary democracy, I do not know
whether you really grasp what parliamentary democracy is.

e P

(2@ apls)

(Mr, Hameed)

Only you grasp it.

Ol 9. 08 ocucdsh

(.mu:-f,_rﬂ,fs'? srer. erth, QuGror)

(Dr. N. M. Perera)’

I am just trying to convey to you what you.should understand.
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“At an election what happens ? It is not just a question of voting for
a programme. The people elect a government for a period of time
according to the Constitution. The people elect a party with policies
that are acceptable to them for the purpose of running the
Government. ”

e gl €8T eng CuEcnw Led =we
Qe
B g

C= Wi QT

{Bm. GCTwgsTs) &

(Mr, Premadasa)
On the basis of the Constitution that was in operation at that time.

q:&;&u Co¥. &3, cuecddH
(g7 8B oreir. enk, GulsTr)
(Dr. N, M. Perera)

Of course, that is right.—(Interruption). No. No. You are also trying
to jump a stile. One of the items on which we went before the country
was that we were going to have a new Constitution. And the people
said : “We are giving a you a two-thirds majority for the purpose of
framing an entirely new Constitution.’

PR oo

(2RO onbs)

(Mr. Hameed)

Not to extend the life of Parliament.

Gole SoY. &8, oucddh

(391 B3 crar. orik, Gulrar)

{Dr. N. M, Perera)

The moment the people gave us the right to frame a new
Constitution, it was for us to decide the duration of life of the
Parliament that we were going to have. That is our decision.

s don Sum

(& G3rwzTs)

(Mr. Premadasa)

On the same argument, can you not, at the end of this particular
term of seven years, again extend it ?

“tde Cv. dS. exeddh
BRI G G arer. arie. GuGraT)

(Dr. N. M. Percra)

Of course, we can.

-

o

T Sum
(5o
(Mr. Premadasa)
That is the danger.

'

ECruwars)

B R s
(itide £uY. €8, eledd
a7 B R aror. orik. SularT)

(Dr. N. M, Ferera)
That is no danger. The point is this, which you do not understand. "

)

e gow euy,

o ey ot i
eE eds co'd® ax’m

“It is possible for every Government that has got a complete
majority, under the Constitution that now prevails, for it to go on for
the rest of our existence, for the whole of our lives.

e
(g, 1325 5vs)

(Mr. Premada=a)
The cat is out of the bag.

3-A 66512 (82/11)

PRt

1488

(e, N. M. Perera)

Please listen if you want to get some education. I am telling you
this because you are talking through your hat, I am sorry to use
strong language, but you must understand what democracy really
means. What is the ultimate end, what is the sanction for a
democracy 7 A Government such as the one we have can prolong it.
Say, the Prime Minister decides, ‘So long as I am alive I will be the
Prime Minister of this country’, and a two-thirds majority supports it.
Can she not do that ? She can very well do that. "

mees cene LR, I 26g.

“ But what is it that prevents it? What is it that prevents a
Government from doing it? The Government must
estimate—{/nterruption). Please listen, instead of talking.

cE'Enn Sunm

(Zem GCawsT7)

(Mr, Fremadasa)

The people who listened to you are behind bars.

wode . O3, ereld
(32r B3 oredr. erib. GuGror)

(Dr. N. M, Perera)

MNow, you are supporting the insurgents.”
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He asks the question and he answers it

“She can very well do that. But what is it that prevents it ? What
is it that prevents a government from doing it ? The government must

Now, if you take it, word by word, sentence by
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(Mr. R. Premadasa)
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“A government such as the one we have can prolong it. So the

Prime Minister decides. So long as [ am the Prime Minister of this
country and a two-thirds majority supports it. Can she do that 77
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BSIENEDD
(sUTpTUET Saiser)
(Mr. Speaker)

We shall adjourn now and resume after tea.
The Sitting is suspended till 5 p.m.

dele Lo ¢omed 30,808 ¢n’EQen c89, ¢ 0 5 8
Howlds DGmenY® [ celiadwm  Inmi]ed
wmuHof Dews =0m SN I ¢

yFering, i) 2 o 5 vweflusr Qe fodsin’ @,
B yrioneTidpoy. 1FrRE FuTmrust geuiraar  [50.
Curwsr evaugurger] séomin aESETTEET.

Sitting accordingly suspended till 5 p.m. and then resumed, MR.
DEPUTY SPEAKER (MR. NORMAN WAIDYARATNA) in the
Chair.

&, e88Ba® Ehm (B TR wmidicw mmum

D)

(B o. yqfiglflhsh—eaGisal D apgdoi)

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam—Leader of the Opposition)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I wish at the very outset to
state unequivocally that the Tamil United Liberation
Front is opposed to this Amendment and will vote
against the move to extend the term of life of this
Parliament at the referendum. I do not want anybody to
entertain any illusions with regard to the attitude of my
Party on this vital matter.

The Hon. Prime Minister dwelt at length on the
comparative merits and demerits of the 1972
Constitution and of the 1978 Constitution which we are
seeking to amend today. As far as my Party is
concerned, we have rejected both these Constitutions
and we have takén up the position that we will not vote
or participate in amendments to the Contitutions which
we have not accepted. 1 wish to say that we intend
doing the same thing today. I will be making a
statement explaining our attitude on this amendment,
and beyond that neither I nor other Members of my
Party will participate or vote on this amendment.

Now, Sir, the Hon. Prime Minister referred to the
action of the last Government which, having been
elected for a term of 5 years, extended their term of
office to 7 years. His Excellency the President who was
Leader of the Opposition at that time opposed that
move as anti-democratic with all his vehemence and he
even went to the extent of resigning his membership of
the National State Assembly, telling the voters of
Colombo West who returned him to Parliament, “You
returned me only for 5 years. I have come back before
you at the end of 5 years as a gesture of protest against
the action of the Government in extending the life of
that Assembly beyond the period of 5 years.”

On that occasion, Mr. Deputy Speaker, my Party
joined the United National Party in opposing the action
of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party and the so-called
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United Front Government to extend the life of
Parliament beyond the 5 years for which they were
elected. My late Leader Mr. 8. J. V. Chelvanayakam
issued a statement appealing to the voters of Colombo
South, I think, at that time to give their full support to
Mr. J. R, Jayewardene in his attempt to vindicate the
domocratic right of the people to elect their
representatives and not to have terms of office of
members extended in an undemocratic manner. And
that move of His Excellency was followed by
extra-Parliamentary agitation by the United National
Party, and in that also we joined hands with them.
Though I was not in the National State Assembly at
that time, my good Friend, the hon. Member for
Manipay, was one of those who participated in the
Sathyagraha campaign, and the Hon. Minister for
Rural Industrial Development was one of the other
non-UNP members who participated in the campaign.

I think it was the culmination of that campaign and
the reaction of the people to the repressive actions
taken by the last government against that campaign
that swept that government overboard, made them into
an insignificant minority in this House and brought the
United National Party with a five-sixths majority to this
House. And when the Government and the Members of
the government had the factors that operated in their
favour in the 1977 election fresh in their minds, at the
time they enacted this Constitution, in the preamble to
the Constitution, in very eloquent and if I may say so
extravagant terms, they laid down the principles they
valued as necessary for the preservation of democracy ;
they stated in the preamble to this constitution :

“ whilst ratifying the immutable republican principles of
REPRESENTATIVE DEMOCRACY.”

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the phrase
“ representative democracy ” is very very important.
That is the democracy which the Government Party felt
was immutable. At the time they drafted this
Constitution the Prime Minister said that under the
former Constitution, the 1972 Constitution—the Colvin
R. De Silva Constitution, if I may call it that
way-sovereignty of the people was vested in the
National State Assembly, but under this Constitution
you embarked on a system of division of powers : the
executive, headed by an executive President, the
Legislature, which is this Parliament, and the Judiciary.
Now, Sir, if a system of democracy based on the
principle of division of powers as between the
legislature, the Executive and the Judiciary is to
function satisfactorily, there should be no interference
by the Executive with the Legislature or with the
Judiciary, because the danger to democracy in all
countries is by the Executive trying to usurp the powers
of the Legislature and the Judiciary.

Now, Sir, the Members of the Government Party
have given their letters of resignation to His Excellency
the President who is the Head of the Executive. If this
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[U. §EZ8a€ Eunm)

move of the Government to have a Referendum
succeeds, the Head of the Executive will decide who
will be the Member of the Legislature. The Legislature
becomes a nominated body, nominated by the
Executive. Can anything be more damaging to the
fundamentals of democracy than this state of affairs, I
ask the Hon. Prime Minister and the other votaries of
democracy adorning the Front Benches of the
Government today.

You roused up the people, you performed
Sathyagraha, you even risked your lives, when there
was an attempt by the last government, not an attempt
but when the last government in fact extended the life
of Parliament by two years and when there was the
possibility of an attempt by Mr. Felix R. Dias
Bandaranaike or anybody who may have been guiding
the fate of the last government to extend it further. I
remember the attempts at a dialogue with us at that
time . which were of an exploratory nature.
(Interruption) You know for what it was, though it was
not expressly put to us. I think my Leader categorically
took up the position, and our party took up the stand,
that while we were willing to negotiate with anybody
with regard to the lost rights of our people, we were not
prepared to make a barter of democracy for any right
which they promised us. That is the stand that we took
up. (Interruption) 1 do not know. We have nothing to do
with Kobbekaduwa and the Hon. Minister knows that
we kept out of the whole thing. Of course, he had
promised the farmers of Jaffna good prices for their
onions and chillies. He had promised so many things,
but that is a different matter. (Interruption) 1 do not
know, I did not see the rice ration books.

oy fRodeanwy

(2yF1E F gt @omaui)

{ A Member)

I will give you one. I have one in my pocket.

J. eISDE0E Summ

(B ar. gyfli mollorsin)

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

Anyhow, it has become a familiar phenomenon in this
House for Government Party Members to quote what a
section of the opposition or rather the SLFP said or did
when they were in power and for Members of that
Party to quote what Government Members said or did
when they were in the Oppositicn. That is not going to
help the people of the country. We take our stand on
the same principle on which His Excellency as Leader
of the opposition took his stand in opposing all attempts
to extend the life of the last Parliament which was
called the National State Assembly.

We got a mandate from our people in the 1977
election in the same way as the Government Party got a
mandate from the people. In fact, we got such an

e &Be8uinn

1498

overwhelming support that we were able to win all the
14 seats in the Northern Province and four seats in the
Eastern Province. Of twenty Tamil Members who were
elected to this House with the exception of the Hon.
Minister of Rural Industrial Development, who was
elected on the Ceylon Workers’ Congress ticket, there
was only one other Member, the Hon. Minister of
Home affairs, who won by a meagre majority of about
500 votes, elected from the Northern and Eastern
Provinces. Eighteen Tamil Members were returned on
our ticket.

In spite of anything that may, be said, we are
confident and we have confidence in our people, and we
are willing to go back to them at any time. If we have
forfeited the confidence of our people, we feel we have
no right to be here occupying these seats.
Unfortunately, Sir, we came here with eighteen
Members and you have pilferred two of them. Anyhow,
the mandate was for the TULF and they were returned
on the TULF ticket. If we go back to the country now,
we feel that even those two seats, or more, we will be
able to win. That apart, Sir, whether we win or lose, if
the people feel that we have not done our job and we
should be turned out, we are prepared to face that. I
think that should be the spirit in which all democratic
parties should function.

Now, Sir, as far as we and our Party are concerned,
the people in six districts—Jaffna, Mannar, Vavuniya,
Mullaitivu. Trincomalee and Batticaloa-have in the
District Development Council Elections last year
showed that we still enjoy their confidence. In all these
six districts—(Interruption). Please do not disturb. This
is too serious a matter for your flippant remarks.

In all these six districts our party got a majority, and
our candidates were returned as chairmen of the
District Development Councils. And in Jaffna, in spite of
all the nefarious things that were done, we recorded a
unique success, unique in the history of proportional
representation when all ten members of the Jaffna
District Development Council were returned on our
ticket. That is apart from the main question that we are
dealing with today, Sir.

I think this amendment goes against the spirit of the
Constitution. The Hon. Prime Minister said that this is
unique because for the first time in our history we are
going to have a Referendum. In a Referendum the
people are called upon to answer “ Yes ™ or “ No "
Representation in Parliament is not by dummies. We are
hereas representatives of parties. We are here as
embodiments of certain policies. We are here as
personalities whom the voters of particular electorates
accepted and sent here. In a parliamentary election all
these three factors work. The Party, the policy, and the
personality of the candidate, all three work. But in a
Referendum what is it that counts ? You are asking the
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people to vote “ Yes™ or “ No "—“should the life of
this Parliament be extended or not ? "—(Interruption).
Yes, just a minute. The party policy and all that is
there, but you will see the difference. The personality
of the candidate, the intimate connection between the
MP and the electorate—(Interruption) MPs’ have all
given their resignations. Where are they ? There will be
no electorates, and every one of the MPs’ has the sword
of Damocles hanging over his head. As to when the
slender thread by which he holds office will be severed
by the posting of that letter to the Secretary-General of
Parliament-I do not know when that will happen.

g8, e Sy Qwmm

(B i GCrmgre)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

You know very well that this Constitution was a
matter of political issue on the 20th of October 1982.
The people have accepted this Constitution, not only
this House. You may not have accepted it.

U, §8EnEorr® S

(B ar. opbi gallmmin)

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

May I ask the Hon. Prime Minister this. Did you in
the whole of your election campaign for His Excellency
the President, tell the people: “ We will not hold a
parliamentary election. We will come to you for a
Referendum ? ” I say ‘ No’, most emphatically ‘ No”’

o, e’ gt Samm

(Glom. i GG rigrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

I want to make it quite clear to the hon. Leader of
the Opposition. I told him that our Leader not only got
a majority of votes beyond the stipulated percentage,
but we got a mandate from 139 electorates, which
nobody expected. You know very well that various
people expected the people of this country to reject
our party. What happened ? The Referendum is a thing
that is included in this constitution,

I, cEEDE-0n8 Savm

(Z7 ar. Bt gellmain )

(Mr. A, Amirthalingam)

But an effort to extend the life of a legislature is
made only in times of extraordinary crisis.

@&, cu Egu @nmy
(‘.Q-\'j), 4. ACringirs )
{Mr. R. Premadasa)
Is it said so?

d, 88 Enr@ Cumm

(‘,Z':i,a} ar. ,_aj,-:ﬂri(&;s@.iba;ib}

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

It is not said so, but I say that is the spirit of the
Constitution. That is what happens in other countries.
In a country like Britain the life—

1082 o €23 4
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8. e g Tuay

(&cm. oypte SCriegma )

(Mr, R. Premadasa)

We are not running this country on the British
Constitution. It is our own Constituion.

U, @E8EDCor® @am

(Bon a. bl gollmsis)

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

Yes, it is our own Constitution. I know that. But in
this Constitution you said, in the transitional provisions—

&8, BREmEelLd Comn
(B arb. Peand gibuisin)
(Mr. M., Sivasithamparam)
Now they are permanent.

. g8EDEonr® Suyuvm

(Bl ar. B gellmisis)

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

You said with regard to the life of Parliament—that is
the one you are seeking to amend—under Article
169 (e) :

“ Unless sooner dissolved, the first Parliament shall continue for six
years from August 4, 1977..... &

There you did not say, “ Unless sooner dissolved or
extended " as the basis, the principle underlying. You
only said-there is a separate section for the amendment
of the Constitution—* Unless sooner dissolved ”. You
only expected the term of Parliament to be cut short,
not to be extended.

* Unless sooner dissolved, the first Parliament shall continue for six
years from August 4, 1977, and no longer, and the expiry of the
aforesaid period of six years shall operate as a dissolution of
Parliament, and the provisions of Article 70 (5) (b} shall apply. "

¥ ey Ogu dumn

(Dm. i, GCrngre)

{Mr, R. Premadasa)

You must read it together with Articles 82 (5) and
83 (b).

Y, eSEDEonr@ zmim

(D ar. gyfli gollmsin)

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

‘83 (b) does not refer to 161 (e).

nd, sy Cgw Sumv
(‘Q;:ﬁ- i, G riegTF)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)
Why not ?

. c8ZDCon€ Ciron

(B a. opfli goll@sb)

(Mr. A, Amirthalingam)

It does not ; I have looked into that matter. You see,
Article 83—
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e Belewnd
(.oyms 5 sad symoui)
(A Member)
You are quoting a Constitution which you have not
accepted.

g, ¢E8ZnEoar® Sovmm

(‘QCE GF. \..Q;LE?.:f"a,':n':‘?-ﬁ?mi:)

(Mr. A, Amirthalingam)

The Supreme Court can only decide the legal
question. I am arguing the moral and political
principles underlying the whole thing. The Hon. Prime
Minister asked me to read Article 83 (b). This is what it
says :

*“a Bill for the amendment or for the repeal and replacement of or
which is inconsistent with the provisions of paragraph (2) of Article
30 or of paragraph (2) of Article 62 which would extend the term of
office of the President or the duration of Parliament, as the case may
be, to over six years, shall become law if the number of votes cast in
favour thereof amount to not less than two-thirds of the whole number
of Members .. ... &

So the Hon. Prime Minister must correct himself,
because Article 83 (b) does not refer to Article 161 (e).
It only refers to Article 30, paragraph 2, and Article 62
paragraph 2— (Interruption). No, I am not arguing the
law. The law may be on your side. In fact, it may be
argued, and you have an able lawyer in the Hon.
Minister of Trade and Shipping who will definitely
argue that under Article 162 (e) even without a
Referendum you can extend the term of Parliament.
You can argue it even that way. After all, we all know
that the law is an ass. We lawyers know how this ‘ ass’
can be made to go in particular directions.

Gl e Tt
(2515 & Souid  Gymeui )
(A Member)
Lawyers are also the same !

F. ¢cCEDE-0® Somm

(Bon o pligciliaih)

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

I am not on the question of law.

@ oy gm o

(2. LEb";'I' GG i g )

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

You are actively participating in this Debate.

I, ¢@&DCo0® @umm

('Q.@, ar. EQJ(LB;?";:ES'@.’E;]EL:Q )

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

Yes, we have to place certain facts.

Sir, there is one other matter which I want to draw
the Government’s attention to. You resented, you
opposed the extension of the term of the last Parliament
by two years, but here you are seeking to extend it for

e 8Ee8sT 2
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six whole years. After all, whether it be by Referendum
or not, the effect is that by the time 12 years are over
half this House would have been superannuated. 3
years is an unheard of period. The only occasion when
we had a similar extension of the life of the Legislature
was, during the war time when the life of the State
Council, which was elected—

@l cw g Gam

(B i GCruwngrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

I quoted Dr. N. M. Perera on this point. He said that
with a two-thirds majority you can go on for your whole
life time, which we are not doing.

g ¢E8EnEear@® Samm

(B or. opli galldisib)

(Mr. A, Amirthalingam)

We did not agree with that and you did not agree,
and both of us joined to fight it.

¢l e g Saw

(,&?:5 r._._é-'f- IQQ:TIH‘E-T.-F)

(Mr, R. Premadasa)

No ; what did we say ? We said that it should be done
with the consent of the people. Our leader made it quite
clear. We are doing that. We are following that.

d. ¢EEDEo@ Somm
('Q-@. ar. ua;af?.-%g-aﬁ.%’;cam )
(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)
We do not agree with that.

@& ey Cgts ey
(Bom. o, GACringrs )
{Mr. R. Premadasa)

. You may not agree. We have incorporated our policy
into this Constitution.

I, ¢€8EnEon® Savmm

(& a. &}Lﬁi‘ﬁeﬁaﬁ?&!ﬁ}

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

The crux of my argument is, your immutable
republican principle of representative democracy—

28, D2, c@mewmED Gumm
(2@ erin. or 7, apanibing)
(Mr. M. H. Mchamed)

Why are you objecting ? If the people want it, we can
extend it.

U. ¢@&nEor® Coamm
(B ar. opbi gollmas)
(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

No.

P, o Ce evmm

(2. 24T, G9Crgre)
(Mr, R. Premadasa)

Let the people decide.
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T, ¢@S&RrEoxr€ Coazm

(B ar. opfi gollmsin)

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

After all, there is this difference. Whether it be
under the present system of election on which we were
returned here from individual electorates on the
principle of first past the post getting elected, or
whether it be under PR, we have electoral districts.
Why do we have electoral districts ? It is because we do
not want a majority in the whole country to swamp
political, ideological, racial or religious minorities in the
rest of the country. That is why we had this principle of
election through electorates. If the electorate is the
whole country, you may say we have got 51 per cent or
even fifty per cent plus one. 50 per cent plus one vote is
a majority. But in a system of elections where
electorates or electoral districts return Members, you
cannot impose that on electoral districts which do not
agree with the views of the fifty per cent plus one. That
is not democracy.

28, BEEmEulE Tamm

(8w areb. Beu Firiirin)

(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)
That is why both Constitutions had special provisions.

d. ¢@EnEoa@ Somm

(B a. .__Q;Lﬁ?rf,ess@.a’rmb)

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

That is why after all, if 49 per cent of the voters want
to change their Members of Parliament, 50 per cent
plus one can say, “No you have no right to change”.
That is the basis of your Referendum. You are asking
50 per cent plus one voter to tell the rest of the 49 per
cent that they have no right to change their
representatives in Parliament. Is this democracy, I ask
you ? This Referendum can never be a substitute for
elections, least of ail in a system of elections where the
unit which returns members, whether it be under the
present system where single or multi-member
electorates are the units or under the proportionate
representation system where electoral districts which
return a certain number of members are the units. You
cannot say merely because 50 per cent plus one in one
part of the country have decided that the same old
Parliament should continue, that it is democratic to
impose that view and expect the 49 per cent to accept
that view. Sir I think it is unfair, it is a negation of
democracy.

I agree that there is an important difference between
the procedure adopted in 1972 to extend the life of the
Parliament and that which is envisaged in this Bill. This
is somewhat better than what they did, but certainly
this is not the correct thing to do. This is better than
what they did. I do not deny that. That is why we
joined you in fighting them. But this is not the best

1082 5@ 828 4
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thing. This is not democratic. After all, during the last
6 years nearly one million new voters have come into
the voters list, and if it is after the next 6 years, may be
another one or two millions would have come in. A
young man who failed to vote for his Member because
he was 17 years in 1977 will have to wait till he is 29
years to cast his vote for a Member of Parliament.

@Y Bodewwy
(2y@s & Faui smat)

(A Member)

What is the guarantee ?

J. eCDEw® Somm

(B or. gfi gllmsib)

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

That is so. There is no guarantee (Interruption). 1 am
not saying that. I say, stick to the principle which you
have laid down in your own Constitution (Interruption).
After all, in the normal process of democracy new
Parties have been recognised, new voters have come to
the voters list, and new parties should be given a chance
to place their views, place their policies before the
voters, and the voters should be given a chance to
choose between them and the others. After all, Sir,
what is the choice that you are giving to the people
now ? It is, what I may call, Hobson’s choice ! You are
asking them to vote “Yes” or “No”, asking them to
vote for the lamp or the pot. That is all that you are
asking them to do.

28, BeBmn8ule Tomm
(B arh. Palgiuri)
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)
The pot will cover the lamp !

. ¢88mGon® S2mm

(B . opfli gollisis)

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

But actually the Members of Parliament in a proper
democracy must have close contact with their voters
and the electorate. The only way in which voters can
ensure that the members act as people responsible to
them, the only weapon in their hands, is to turn them
out at the next election. That is what the voters of this
country did in 1977, when in return for the misrule of
the last government they turned not merely the
government out, but even individual Members. You
yourself will know it. And that is why His Excellency
has got letters of resignation from Members of
Parliament. There are some Members who may have
forfeited the confidence of their voters. There may be
some. I am not saying there are, there may be. Why do
you not go before the same voters? Why do you not
ask them to give you a new mandate as His Excellency
the President did ? Why do you not do that ?
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@m"zﬁaél
(ymsdBari)
(Members)

We are doing it ! (Interruption).

&, c8EDEor® Erom

{ ‘@_’_:b- &7 ,._9,:!!:_5.‘:5 B EELD )

{Mr. A, Amirthalingam)

Of course, any time. We are prepared. But if I resign
I cannot go back to the electorate. After all, there are
some people like Mr. Kumar Ponnambalam who are
challenging us to resign and go back!

& 3. wbBce® Com (¥ myd)
(B . . 5@ FaCu—@r g Fariyfl)

(Mr. G. V., Punchinilame—Ratnapura)
I rise to a point of Order, Sir.

I challenge the Hon. Leader of the Oppostion. If you
can, you get letters of resignation from your people.
Our President has done it. Get your resignation letters,
if you can. You will never get them. Our President can
do it, and he has done it. Our President did it in a half
an hour (Interruption).

J. §@EDE0@ Com

(B a. aylligadmsin)

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

I will tell the hon. Member for Ratnapura.

Bewlds DS1TNHEDNS
(Sr&s sursrust yuisar)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Order, please !

. ¢80l Cumm

{ ,3\’5 G- CQJ;LE-\'.-';"‘i-S{'Lﬁ'&IL'D )

(Mr. A, Amirthalingam)

After all, you lost in your own seat !

Pewidn DSIENGEDDI
(18554 surgrusi syaigor)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Order, please !

This has nothing to do with the debate.

Ml e @a S

(85 i OCrwgra)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

It looks as if your Members are getting worried.

2. ReEnlull Tumm

(B erib. Bl sthisris)

(Mr, M. Sivasithamparam)

No worry at all. We know our leader and we know
ourselves, not like you !

@8, e 8o Samm

(Bm. i, GCrwmre)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

So, hand over will you. Then we all will be equal.
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J. ¢@EPEoad Summ
(Bn ar. opfi gofliazis)
(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

I think, Sir, we should be able to debate this without
getting into personalities. I did not draw any
personalities. I did not refer to any of you individually.
I do not know why we cannot, after all (Interruption).

8. BEEmEuLE G
{E@ GT LD, Q-WQQ@JLB_}
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)
Ignore him.

. LMo Sovmm

(,g—,‘@ . li gallfiah)

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

I want to say only one thing, Mr. Deputy Speaker.
Yesterday our Parliamentary Group met and we have
unanimously decided that we will hand in our letters of
resignation. There is no doubt on that matter. There is
only one difference. Mr. Kumar Ponnambalam has
challenged us to resign and go back to the electorate,
but we cannot go back to the electorates unless you
amend it to say that you will have elections in our
areas. We are prepared to go.

@8, el S
(B3 . 9Crigra)
(Mr, R. Premadasa)

Anyway, ensure that they give you the resignations so
that in the referendum you can see how many are going
to poll the required number and if they don’t ask them
to get out.

Y RS
(2ybis g Bleri )
(Members)
That is right ! That is right ! (Interruption).

08, o Paw Sy

(2. i 19Crwgre)

(Mr, R. Premadasa)

There he is qualifying. No! No! Now you agreed to
give the resignation.

I, ¢8EEond® Sovmm
(F . et L_g;@.-i{sa?.-ﬁmb i

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

But the only thing is that wecannot get the
vindication of our stand from our voters, because if we
send in our resignations to the Secretary-General of
Parliament, tomorrow the Comissioner of Parliamentary
Elections will write to me asking me to nominate. That
is the law today. That is the Constitution today. So, we
are not given a chance to face the people. I am not
saying this in a spirit of bravado. I say in all seriousness

that we are prepared to face our voters at any time.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



1507

8, o' Qs Savm

(B i GCrwgra)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

We faced them on the 20th.

Q. BEBnLELY Samm

(B aih, Q&r@t—mbu:m)

(Mr, M. Sivasithamparam)

Why not have the elections also ?

03, e @arns Sumn

{ & W D G ringTF )

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Yes, we will have, we will ask the people. You are not
there to determine ; the people will have to determine.
You are not the people, the people are quite different
from you.

BEEm»E=LE @omm

(3 h srib. Fard gibesmie
(Mr. M. Sivasithamparam)

We will wait and see how they will decide.

. gE@Z2Eor® Sowm

(&5 ar. opli gollirm)

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I think unnecessary heat is
being engendered where there should be light from our
lamp—and not heat!

28, 2T, coremPD Jauvwm

(o)l orib. oTd. (pantheg)

(Mr. M. H. Mohamed)

I wish to tell the hon. Leader of the Opposition that
I have got a copy of the details of the results. It shows
how we have fared at the polls.

d. gEEDEo0d CSowmm

(&5 ar. o fi alisgih)

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

Thanks. I have got a copy of the publication and I
know it. You know, that is the vote cast for His
Excellency as against Mr. Kobbekaduwa, but for
individual members as against the contenders in their
electorates, do not think that will be the case.

@d, o Bom Saun

(8. o5i. QCrwgrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Each one of us represented our Leader in all our
electorates. We accept the position that we lost 8 seats,
regained 3 seats, and that we kept up to 139. I will
assure you that at the Referendum it will be further
endorsed.

1082 emZiE8R3 4
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Om PTlcwd

( oy & i ga-j-au.-f' )
(A Member)

Hear, hear !

J. §@InCon€ Covom

(Bon ar. oplli golmah)

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam})

We wish you all success ; Hon. Prime Minister ; we
wish you all the luck, but as a party wedded to certain
principles—

@1l e @Hw Swum

(@ oy SCrwgrs)

(Mr, R. Premadasa)

You express your position ; do not blame us.

Y. ¢E8EDEnd® Com

(B ar. oplli pallmisin)

(Mr. A. Amirthalingam)

We stated our stand categorically before the people
of this country.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, I feel it is my duty, both as the
leader of the Opposition and as the leader of the TULF
to warn this House of the ominous dangers to
democracy posed by this Bill. It would result in
installing an executive which is not accountable and is
free of all constitutional limitations in the exercise of its
powers. It would result in the Legislature being
deprived of any effective voice with an entrenched
four-fifth majority of the nominees of the executive
President. It would effectively result in the suspension
of fundamental freedoms for six years and deny the
Opposition of equitable and balanced representation. It
would render a competitive party system unworkable,
have a chilling effect on the expression of legitimate
dissent and compel political groups to have recourse to
extra-Parliamentary methods of agitation and protest.

Sir, I think His Excellency is a firm believer in
democracy — I do not deny that—but there had been
statements made on the floor of this House of the
possibility of violence and the incidence of violence
which were planned or plotted. I do not know anything
about that. I do not know whether that has had any
impact on the decision, though the Hon. Prime Minister
did not say that. We do not want to make any comment
with regard to that, but I think the remedy that you are
prescribing is worse than the malady. And when normal
channels of ventilation through democratically elected
representatives is denied to sections of the people, other
methods of ventilating their views and grievances may
erupt and may let loose a chaotic and unhappy situation
in the country.

That is the only warning that I wish to give. I thank
you Mr. Deputy Speaker, for giving me this
opportunity.
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(Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali)

I rise to a point of Order. Does he seek to say which

Judge expressed that opinion ?

CHEOsY Sl Qoo
(B emprsr ouElarsy.)
{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Recemn Hag Hdetimf 28¢7

CEDY ey 8 Somm

(B ads oysmasaps)

(Mr, Lalith Athulathmudali)

I do not think you are entitled to say that. You can
say three Judges expressed the view. But you cannot
say the Chief Justice, because it is a reflection on the
Court.
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{F)Eﬁ. oL PhHrw Twmm

{(Q:j {)ﬁ!ﬁ- t.‘IQJu‘_—sn’F)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

DR o cceme
@EC GICq @EH
P wmisliem.

o

CRETE Swcmi Qumm
(&cH. aanpieer s &G oy )

{Mr. Lakshman Javakody)

@l cfBau @vmm

{ Bcme oy 8T mry)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)

I rise to a point of order.

Bowidy D&nemDe
{t@-r_gf-% FLIT BTt i ,9;5:.-.-‘5‘1&3'}1’}
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Order, please!

el ou'Pgn Duwm

(& ot 1GCrirmre )
(Mr. R. Premadasa)

I have the copy of the judgement.
cHE@y Jducond Somm
(‘&?(_5. SHEQLEST FHIESETY
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Please read the last sentence.

@3, e’ a Gumy

(_?,j AT ACrie )

(Mr, R, Premadasa)

I am going to read that. “ Decision of the Supreme
Court of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka.” He wants me to read the final determination. I
will do so.

* The majority of this Court is of the view that the period of the first
Parliament may be extended as proposed by the draft Bill which is
described in its long title as being for the amendment of the
constitution and is intended to be passed with the special majority
required by Article 83 and submitted to the People by Referendum.
In view of this decision this Court in terms of Article 120 Proviso (b)
states that it does not have and exercise any further jurisdiction in
respect of the said Bill.”

CNIEsY ducoms Som
({5 m5. evsipiesin mutaGETy. )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
That is right.
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@l o’ Otz Svmy

(Bem oyt OCriezre)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

That is the majority decision.

GO ducmEZ Somm
(B ampesr muidOsiry. )
(Mr. Lakshman Jdyakody)
Yes.

8. el Gcts Dovm
(,Q@-. ot GCrie T )
(Mr. R. Premadasa)

" Three Members of this Court are not in agreement with the above
view ”.

Which view ? The decision of this Court in terms of
Article 120 Proviso (b) states that it does not have and
exercise any further jurisdiction. (Interruption.) Yes.
They say : “ does not have jurisdiction in respect of the
said Bill ”. So, if the others are opposing it, what are
they saying ? they say that there is jurisdiction. What
have we done ? We had referred it to the Court.

CHEEW Laucem Summ

f j‘?.:.f, SUELET FUIS Q.I,rra;_ )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I can understand the difference between jurisdiction—

@l el g Bamm

( #cme 2p JI.‘?'QE’IR;E-TJ)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Why are you trying to give another interpretation to
this ? This is very clear. Or, did you have any private
discussions with the Judges ?

gy Luommd Qomm
(&Bcm. eBpwer oustaryg.)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
No, no.

mé. el Bgw Bomm

({Q@ ,_2,5;’?- fleled; L ETF )

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

If that is so, please tell us. With due respect to the
Ceurt I am going on the basis of the jurisdiction. What
does this decision say ? You should understand these
phrases. When three people did not agree with the
majority decision, what was the decision ? Four Judges
say, they have no jurisdiction. But three Judges
disagree. That means, say there is jurisdiction. It does
not change our position one bit. We do not care.

CHEY SwamS Somm

(5. espar puslsry.)

(Mr, Lakshman Jayakody)

May I say with all due respect, not necessary.
(Interruption). T am not a lawyer. You as a lawyer—

e EBe@xI D
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0¥ oo D

(55 i ACrwgirs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

I strongly object to his interpretation. We have to go
by this. He was trying to make out in this House that
four Judges agreed with this and three Judges did not.
But that is not the determination.

CcN¥E@sy LawcmnB Swm

(B eospmer puslary. )

{(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I say quite categorically that the majority of the
Judges did agree with what the Hon. Prime Minister
has just mentioned in the judgment. I also say that
three Judges of the Court are not in agreement and,
therefore, I say it was not a unanimous decision that the
Court was divided.

o8, oy dgn Dvmm

{(Q@ i 19CrFTE)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

With what ? Answer that question. If you do not want
to hoodwink, please answer my question. Why are you
not answering ?

CHL 95 dseemB Dovem

(Zn. ospeer auabary)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

It was not a unanimous decision of the Court. When
you say three members of the Court are not in
agreement, what does it mean ?

@l ol Pgts Qnmm

(Bem i OCriezra)

{Mr. R. Premadasa)

The hon. Member must realise that this is a Bill over
which the Court has no jurisdiction. This has to go to
the people.

CE@s dacmi Somm

I g GlETy. )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

The jurisdiction would have been there if there were
nine Judges.

@l ex’ g Bmmm

(,QQ?)' DT GCrngre)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

We went to the Court because this is an urgent Bill.

CTIDx ZducemE Do

( Bap. wspesr uatary )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
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(B i Crezre)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

cwmie? @@ “ @2 5868 zw. There is no
jurisdiction when a matter is referred to the people.
That is my position. Why did we refer it to the Court ?
We referred it because it is an urgent Bill. That is all.

CTLO5 LucnE dnmm

(B amposT ggué&a.r@_)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)}

& 8mde exmell, “ gddsld Emdnl er»neld,
elfedsy a® doe @5 Re&, c@w gfSuny oliny
esy.

@8, e @ Soow

(B i GCresrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

No, Sir, this Constitution is very clear. If a matter is
to be referred to the people, the Supreme Court has no
jurisdiction. Shall I read that ?

e DT dwcnI Dwmm
(B evspwsr guisbary )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
I know.

@¥ o g Qnm

(B 7. 9Criegres)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

If you want a little education, as Dr. N. M. Perera
told me, I will give it.

CcNE@s LwenE Damn

(55 edsmpinsir aowigQsriy )

(Mr. Laekshman Jayakody)
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@8, o gu Dovm

(8. . GCrwgre)

{Mr. R. Premadasa)

Now he is trying to give another interpretation. I was
only quoting the Constitution in regard to the
Referendum. He must read the Constitution. Hon.
Member for Attanagalla, that is the minimum. But if it
goes beyond two-thirds you win by an absolute majority.
In any case, if it is less than two-thirds you must have
27 lakhs, one-third, who will agree with your position.
That is the minimum.

CHEPs Lwomd domm
(Bl aspwer guaQsry.)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

That is correct ; I appreciate what you say. I know it
is there in the Constitution also. But that is not my
point.

e Boéow

(SyEs g gour emmar)

(A Member)

He is a master at the art of misquoting !

CHYTsY HBuommd dunmy
(8. dapwar pualsry )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
But it is very dangerous.

Omeml, ERwmyY Coldue drfew cemnih? @@
dmrfery Hu wed ol cleewe ewveme—

&8wd Ymm mue—dsTew 8@ Hedmn.

@l e Ogu Gomm

(B . GCrugrs)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)

MG Gy Swny.

CHIIsY Lucmd Suom

(5. aspwear sguabsry )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

B9 Aum udow c8sx c82&: a8 eBEEny
33 1/3% Dz =l 5@ 2o Sxfeqwmunsy e g
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@ ey o Sum

(8w 7. GCriegrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

g el 5FmE g8 BurFer?, BT rvsietd e
¥ cpamunsy d5fe etngd wfme B! B
Bl ar! w’m gdds’ e ! m@zforfed
O wsys u28x) enf !

CHIEsY ducond Summ

(5on. ev@gear muwsGary. )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

caned, @8 Hwd, ¢® cand @ d¥e ccm Ged
s BG?

¢l el g Samn

(B 7. OCriegrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

&aa g8 e@min séufme?

CHELOW LucnE Qwmm

{;?j e misCETy )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
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(B oyr. GCrwsra)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)
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(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
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@8 e 0qm Cumw

(5 . OCrgrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Let the hon. Member read the Constitution. Then the
porblem will be solved. If you want, I can send a copy
of the Constitution. Without misleading anybody you
had better read the Constitution.

Ol £ 1522
CEW e e Svm (cBge 51T DO
G EBHE)

(B ovdllg  ysmaiapsd — ai gz3, stusGrmor
Y EULFFIT )

(Mr, Lalith Athulathmudali—Minister of Trade
Shipping)

&

That is, you can get 31 per cent or 32 per cent of the
votes and win an election like the way the SLFP did in
the past, but you can never win a referendum unless
you get a minimum of 33 per cent of the registered
votes. You had better remember that.

N, e’ B Sovam
(Bm . BCsngrs)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)

That is right.

CEF wDCH 8e€ Swem

(B wals ygoasaps)

(Mr. Lzlith Athulathmudali)

Therefore, what you can get is more than what you
have to win an election.

CcNE@sT dwcnd Bomm

(B, evmpesr musbary )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Precisely ! you must get one-third of the registered
votes and not the number voted. Am I right ?

03 e’ @i xmm

(,./a?j) ':?bT ACregry )

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

He is changing again. He has not yet read the
Constitution, which says in page 55, Clause 85 (3)

under “ The Referendum "—

“ Any bill or any provision in any Bill submitted to the people by
Referendum shall be deemed to be approved by the people if
approved by an absolute majority of the valid votes cast at such
Referendum.”

That means anything above 50 per cent is more
difficult at an ordinary election, where you win by just
a majority irrespective of the number of people who
came to vote. That was the illustration he gave. There
are 100 voters, three people come and vote for one side
and the other side does not get anthing, and the person
who polled wins. It is not so in a referendum. That is
what I am trying to correct. There is a proviso which
says—

“ Provided that when the total number of valid votss cast does not
exceed two-thirds of the whole number of electors entered in the
register of electors, such Bill shall be deemed to be approved only if
approved by not less than one-third of the whole number of such
electors. *

CRHESyT Lwscond Tvvmm

(5w adpnsir suraGlaryg )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

That is exactly what I said.
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&l e @as Soom
(B i, 90rmsrs)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)
", no!

CNECY LuemmB Sovmm

(8. wmposr mustsry )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I will always say this. Of this 67 per cent you have to
get 31 per cent. It is a most difficult thing. If you do
not agree with me you can answer my question. That is
all. Put the record straight. But to my mind this is a
very difficult task.

c€ qlef el € vl & mudemw o gl
wis's @un. WEE BSe F2e cedw e £
€, ¢ Se—ercdear quf Bay ECOsl w85l
cuny ¢l ¢guited: pen’ g 9. 68 cdra
o @8 8w ccw o meg e, 98 Smxfen,
z@rl mnrfee’o & Comy Heved cfew Dy
28 cc’® & Beawd. I Sed® ol gu&uw
2@ «f «@ cman we€IELE, T 883
FCQ wERAHAL, pilifa-Cfewu el 'Y
2@ (grd B ilriws Bomn) LInwsf—com
S Hegmi, & Gice’ 0Bn =EES vd Hden =8

E&coraf,

@8 o Onw S

(B . GCriogrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

whemnsd o Hedsls. & go, & axn 8L
cuny P’ BDean®, gflos’ nés'm.

CHIyy Lwamnd @omm

(Bo5. evspnar swsEtarsy )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Dedsfm g2an oo 6@ G306 DSNwHHER
ey Beamd.

@l o @ Swvmn

(B 24 GCriegre)

{Mr. R. Premadasa)

DOENWEE  Dedst®m. w88 onx s S

So that I can submit an affidavit from a voter from
Attanagalla about this matter. Please read it. It will
enable me to register the truth of the matter.

CHLL Lwomd Swvmm
(5. ovsywer nuslsryg.)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Seome 88 Fu BudsTd,

! Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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“ CHANDRIKA B. KUMARATUNGA
1082 4. 04

et} DA Em B,
& Cozn c:&&@@ﬁqra,
& Ztldmed, emdled,
WO IHERDES

Gudd ef€on fom spda ¥, 28 21fa =Els8xig
€2 g o%ixd @& oreded® e 8. dudianwm
Pomnd ‘A’ epeds’ weanst mg 90 Eova 286 @D "

Bewledn DTN

(Qrfe surprust spauissr)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please ! Has this letter been sent to the Hon.
Speaker ?

CHEO SwommB Som
(B ampvar musQsry )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Yes, Sir.
Y omeded exl Dn H88 dd8En & dLudidm
Beml ewf e2m BE exemmd “Yadm" opeds exd
o8 cor wmmedn HITpoie ©¢ mB 89 ¢xf5¥0
D& e 8.

Glamcm dd882¢E :amcm naeg € odocancd
Sl BERg ot B8 e LE8ow embm Ad: ARSI
méed ¢ufo@E "

Rw 88wl s G2wx Bw Beamd. ¢® EB8ewm
BComew! o@fmsfeddr cexfm 88 A
amedndn Tl 88 Bosmef ob gohHn®
Cof ecml = @oDl.

P8 e Oum Swmn

(B . 9Crgrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Shall I read the affidavit now or in my reply ? Better
now, then the whole thing will appear side by side. In
fairness to Chandrika, I submit an affidavit from a
voter of Attanagalla. . I came
to know that this letter was being written by Chandrika.
A person living in her home-

CHFEOs Zuamnd Tamn
(8. espwer muslsry.)
(Mr, Lakshman Jayakody)
I do not know about that.

@, o’ Vo Dowm
(85 7. GCringrs)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)

~telephoned me and said that such a letter is being
prepared.

QB

(s Geri )
{Members)

Is it Vijaya ?
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@, el Pas Down
(8 ot QCrwgTs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Do not ask me the source.

CH L dwemE Do
(B, evdpner mw&bsmy )
(Mr, Lakshman Jayakody)

And you went and got this ?

@, e @ nmm
{‘5}@- T GCringrs)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)

So I told my source “Now look, you gave me this
information, will you swear an affidavit ?” He said,
“My God, I will swear a thousand affidavits.” So I
have got one. I can give it to be included in Hansard
side by side with this letter.
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Co 0y HucmmE Bamm
(B aapeer pustary )
{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
So the matter ends there, Sir.

I do not want to take long, but one final matter which
I want to really submit to this House is with regard to
the sealing of some of the printing presses that printed
some of our literature during the elections. I must say
very categorically, I am not interested in anything that
has been done illegally, but I am speaking about what
has been done legally and where legal action has been
taken. I would like to say that there is another election
coming on very soon and before that a Referendum. A
certain amount of literature has to be printed. There are
five or six small places. We have not got the big
printing presses like the government Party has at its
Command, namely, the “ Times, ” Lake House, and all
the presses that are there indirectly supporting the
Government. We know all that. But we have a few
places like the Multipacks and Dr. Neville Fernando’s
own press in Rajagiriya. Then there is Premadasa Block
Makers, Gunaratne Press, Asoka press, Praja Press—all
these small places. And the “ Aththa ™ also. These are
small places. I would be greateful if you could kindly
request the Government not to seal these presses. I
quite appreciate that the Hon. Prime Minister might
turn round and say, “ What about the Dawasa ? ” For
that, of course, we know, Sir, the Dawasa had asked the
Government for a massive compensation of about Rs. 7
million sometime ago, but the Government is not paying
“Dawasa ” Rs. 7 million! I do not know for what
reason (Interruption.)

@8, o @ets Bavmm

(8. gy GCrwgrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Because you were responsible !

But anyway 800 people were put on the road by you.

Cw B0z HwommB Sxnm

(B evspner pualsry )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I am not going to argue on that matter. Anyway, this
is the game that is normally being played. But where we
are concerned, these small presses are not like the big
presses in the country. I would like the Hon. Prime
Minister not to close these presses down because they
not only print our literature, but they have their own
business also that take place. 1 hope the Hon. Prime
Minister will consider this.

And lastly, Sir, with regard to Mr. Haris Hulugalle, I
am not going to find out what he has done, and so on,
but he has been in solitary confinement, and I hgve
been told that lawyers could not see him. I am fot
asking that he should be released, but I think at least
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1527

the Government must consider whether lawyers should
not be allowed to go and see him, because during the
time—

@8, ey @gm Qo
(ﬁ@ ,‘gjn’: ACringrs)
(Mr. R, Premadasa)
He is released.

C 0y dwemnmd Summ
(Bs. evmpeer puabary )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
When ?

8. o Qe Yomm

(B i GCrwgrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

I cannot give you the date and the time and all that.

I can help you by giving this information.

C FP5y duomni Cowm

(Bm. ewpwer guatsry.)

(Mr, Lakshman Jayakody)

I know he is being released. Just now I came to know
about it. I was told that he was not released till about 2
o’clock.

¢md. oy Pes @wmmm

(B i GCrwgre)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

He is released, unless somebody else has taken him
into custody !

Co POy Lwornd Swmm

(8. eswar nuébsary.)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I want to bring this to your notice, that lawyers could
not see him when he was in custody. But I must say
that, during the last regime, when we also had to take
certain action against certain people, lawyers were
permitted to go and see them. (Interruption). Why not ?
The lawyers were permitted and that was something
that was not stopped. The very same person who is now
probing into it will give evidence on that behalf, that we
allowed lawyers to see them.

I would very earnestly urge the Hon. Prime Minister
to look into it and allow the lawyers also to see those
who are in confinement.

8. oy Qe dwwm

(8. 7. 9Crwgre)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

I assure you that we do not follow what you did to
Mukthar and others, how you chained them to beds and
things like that.

1082 cxn@i €28 4
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£8. 9, c@emBL S

(eaiEs eTih T &, papiins)

(Mr. M. H. Mohamed)

Sir, at the outset, I wish to state that I will be dealing
with the matters raised by the hon. Member for
Attanagalla in due course. Before I do so I wish to say
that the Hon. Prime Minister had given the reasons why
this Bill is necessary and why a Referendum should be
held. Now, I want to bring to the notice of this House
the reasons given by His Excellency the President as to
why he had decided to hold a Referendum. I wish to
quote :

“Mr. Jayewardene said that he had information that soon after the
results of the Presidential Poll were announced on 21st October, that
the group in the SLFP which led the presidential election campaign
and were a majority in the executive committee (politburo) had
decided to assassinate him and few other Ministers.”

They have decided to assassinate the Chiefs of the
armed services and others and to do away with the
Constitution.”

—“In other words on the strength of their victory establish a military
government, tearing up all constitutional procedures as they
announced at their election meetings. Their Actions which amount to
a coup are now being investigated.

Mr. Jayewardene told * It was this and this alone that' made me to
call for a referendum and not a general election’”

He referred to a certain group in the SLFP which had
decided to establish a dictatorship in this country. He
further says :

“1 had to decide whether to allow this to happen or to ask the
people whether in addition to my being allowed to govern our country
with a democratic parliament ensuring peace and progress through a
stable government or to permit a set of political hooligans to enter
parliament in large numbers and while wrecking democratic
parliamentary procedures strengthen themselves to form their
Naxalite government at the next general election.

1 also thought the democratic members of the SLFP should be
given time to assert their authority and gain control of their party. ™

Therefore, Sir, as His Excellency the President points
out, at the moment their party is controlled by
Naxalites. That is the main reason why the President
decided to have a Referendum,

I want to tell the House that some of the Opposition
Members who are in this House are trying to be very
innocent. I want to bring to the notice of this House
how certain important members of the SLFP acted in
the Presidential Election campaign. They incited the
people to rise against the Government. For example, a
former Speaker, Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne, had said this
at Borella. I am bringing it to the notice of the House to
show what motives they had behind the whole thing. At
a meeting at Punchi Borella he had said that His
Excellency the President had said that if he loses the
Election he will go and sieep in his house. I am going to
tell the House what Mr. Stanley Tillekaratne said. I am
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[98, 8% <Sem@d Doms)
surprised that a responsible person, a person who had
been occupying a responsible position in this House, is
capable of making such a statement. he said :

“JR has said that he will go home and sleep in case he loses the
elections. We will not allow him to go like that and sleep. We will go
to his house at Ward place, tap his
body 39 WG EReED. " 3

Those are the sinhala words =89 @éxE—

“Tap his body and wake him saying ‘ Get up JR’ and take him to
Galle Face presidential Office where he will have to answer for all his
misdeeds and receive his due punishment ".—(Inferruption.)

He has asked hooligans to walk into the President’s
house. The hon. Member is condoning that statement of
a person who comes to a public meeting and says that
he wants all of them to come with him to go to his
house, tap him and wake him in the night, without any
authority, without an order of the Court.

C FOsyY Lwomd Camm

(ﬁ@j VLG MW EGEETY )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I want to say that I do not want to condone—

£8, 88, c@1em@D ST
(eo(ens erib. er&. apanibing)

(:Ir. M. H. Mohamed)

Do you condone that statement ?

CD E0xY Lwommd Saom

{ Bew. evsgiver squisGlsry. )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I do not condone such statements or such actions, to
tell you. That is why I came here. You put it into my
mouth and tried to get something out of me.

28, £, e Ginmn

(misys erib. a1 &, apapibing)

(Mr. M. H. Mohamed)

I want to point out that I have got it recorded. A
responsible person like the former Speaker of the House
makes such a statement, and you ask “ What is wrong
in that statement ? ”

C Eex Lwemd Sugm

(B esgwer guibsry. )

(Mr. Lakshman Javakody)

You are trying to be in your ministerial boots. That is
a different matter. You can say anything here. But that
is not the point.

S8, DT, crenuBl Sy
(9oLt oTik, oT&. (FaDLLng )
{Mr. M. H, Mohamed)
What is the point ?

% 2
©cCeluini
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C ETyy Lxemnd oo

(Zm. oFpear mustarg)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Please remember that I do not condone such things.

£@. 92 c@iem@D oM

(gomes oTib. oTd. (1pADIELS )

(Mr. M, H. Mohamed)

Do you agree that a person shoud have a right to
walk into'the house of the President in Office, of the
person who is holding the office of President ? Do you
expect the type of persons like hooligans to walk into
his house, tap him, raise him up and take him to the
President’s office ?

CR U Feemd Sovvgu
(Bt espear Mmuws@sry. )
{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

You think I am crazy to believe a thing like that ?

2%, 9%, eLriem@T T

(onisnts orib. ord. apapibes )

(Mr. M, H. Mohamed)

I am surprised that a responsible member, an
ex-minister is condoning this statement. They are
responsible persons, and not ordinary people who are
making these statements.

Sir, I want to point out to the Leader of the
Opposition what Mr. Kumaratunga said at Dematagoda
just before the nominations. He put his chest forward
like this and said “JR has given in to the Tamils. He
has granted all the rights at the expense of the Sinhala
people. I am going to lead an army. You must join me
to invade Jaffna.” This is what Kumaratunga said at a
meeting at Dematagoda.

CNEany daemmd vam
(,5?:5 Qg muiEGET )
{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
May I have the report ?

T2, DL, cCiemIn Suow
(-&)E})r.} GTLL. GTH. Q‘;‘s;.p.ﬂ}‘.fr‘s}}
(Mr. M. H, Mohamed)

I am telling you to deny it.

CR U Laemd Cam
(5. aisgiesr puislary )
(Mr. Lukshman Jayakody)
Yes.

&€, &L, cemlh Guwm
(a3t GTLh. ard. Qp@DULrE)
{Mr. M. H. Mohamed)

How can you deny a statement that you did not
make ?
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CR U daemmi Sam

(. smprar susCaTiy.)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I am not going to deny it. But the point is we must
read that part. Can you please read that statement ?

o8, DE, ¢Sic@8 S

()l Tk, ord. apantbing )

(Mr. M, H, Mohamed)

Mr. Speaker what Kumaratunga said is recorded.
Not only that. This Kumaratunga comes to Borella
junction, addresses a meeting and says “On the 21st all
of you must join me to go to Mohamed’s house, remove
his tiles, and bring him to Borella junction.”

I am pointing this out Sir, in order to show the
motive behind the whole thing. They were inciting the
people against the Government and its Ministers,
inciting them with such speeches, It is a very serious
situtation.

If you permit another election, the position is going to
be very serious. There will be no democracy in this
country. There will be civil war, and I think the
Government has rightly decided to have a Referendum.
We want to ask the people whether they want hooligans
to rule this country. Do you want the Naxalites to rule
this country ? In your party there are Naxalites
(Interruption). Why, there are. We are asking the
people to decide whether they are going to allow this
country to be ruled by hooligans.

CREenY daemi Sovm

(55 avamiesr musBary )

(3Ar. Lakshman Jayakody)

Who is a Naxalite ? From where did they come ?

S8, 9L, c@iemBD Sovam
(s srib. oTF. apADIeg )
(Mr. M. H, Mohamed)
Please sit down.

By Suemnd Summ
(5. aapeer edusQsTy )
{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Who is a Naxalite ? Let him say who is a Naxalite.

MmLF Tenvhwm Sovmm

(&5 arlal Sowrpruss)

(Mr. Gamini Dissanayake)

The hon. Member for Attanagalla (Mr. Lakshman
Jayakody) does not know what is happening in his own
house. He wants to know who the Naxalites are. [ will
tell him. The leader of the Nexalites is Mr. Vijaya
Kumaratunge, the husband of his Leader’s daughter.
His associate is her daughter herself. Then there are
other groups of people who conducted the last election
campaign and who were planning and plotting, before
the election results were out, to assassinate the
President. If you want to find out who the Naxalites
are, please look at your own house.
|

N ey P
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CD POy decmnl Soom

(& ovapesr squisGary. )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

The Hon. Minister of Lands and Land Development
has made a very serious statement. This is not a joke. I
hope he is not joking on this matter. I asked the Hon.
Minister who the Naxalites are.

28, 99, oo Com
(mispr arih. eré. Apemibing )

(Mr. M. H. Mohamed)

I have many more things to say.

CISsy duomndl Cuomw

{,&Tj @ampLosr epuiEGlany. )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Who the Naxalites are we do not know.,

&8, DT, oremER Tumm

(@g@rﬁ Grin. Gra. @ors}rm_bmp})

(Mr. M. H, Mohamed)

You cannot understand. If you do not know your
policies, You are not fit to be a Member of Parliament.

Sir, violence took place after the election, but 1 am
surprised that some of them had taken the trouble to
meet the IGP in order to make representations about
violence.

The hon. Member for Medawachchiya (Mr.
Maithripala Senanayake) had welcomed the Emergency
and he himself felt that there is a serious situation in
this country after the election. But, Sir, some other
people also had gone with the hon. member for
Medawachchiya to meet the IGP. This is very
interesting. You remember what happened after the
1970 elections ! I found in the newspaper the picture of
Mr. Anil Moonesinghe; he too had gone to make
representations to the IGP. Mr. Anil Moonesinghe has
no right to talk of violence. He was appointed by the
SLFP as the Chairman of the Ceylon Transport Board.
What did this person do there ? He was responsible for
all the atrocities that were committed in the Ceylon
Transport Board. They had gone and assaulted people
and did all mischief under the patronage of Mr. Anil
Moonesinghe who was the then Chairman of the
Transport Board. It is a well known fact that he has
gone to the IGP and asked for protection. I am happy
that we have confidence in the IGP—(Interruption).
Why did you decide to change him ? I think you had
somebody else to take his place.

I find Niyathapala also in the picture ; he is another
man responsible for many acts of violence. I know
Niyathapala. When His Excellency contested Colombo
South, I was in charge of an area. I was near the booth.
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I told my good friend, the hon. Member for Negombo
(Mr. Denzil Fernando) to wait there until I returned, as
I was going home. When I returned to the booth, I saw
Niyathapala and his hooligans assaulting the hon.
Member for Negombo and robbing his gold chain
weighing ten sovereigns. These are the people who are
supporting you now. And you are asking protection
from whom ? I know Mr. Maithripala Senanayake for
many years. He is a sober, well-mannered person and he
will not encourage violence—(Interruption). That is a
different matter, but I have respect for him.,

Anyway, I do not want to talk about what happened
during the 1970-77 period, because people are fully
aware of the violence that took place then. But I must
tell you that where our Government is concerned, even
if Members of Parliament are responsible for violence,
it will not hesitate to take action against them. There
were instances where certain Members created
problems, but our Government did not hesitate to take
action against them, This Government will not condone
violence whether it be from the Government or the
Opposition. We believe in peace in this country.
Therefore, I am confident that this Government will
maintain peace and harmony in our country. The only
way in which we can achieve that we feel is through a
Referendum. So we will go to the peaple, tell them the
position, and ask them whether they want a pack of
hooligans, as His Exceliency the President has pointed
out, or whether they want us to continue in office for
another period.

With regard to the Referendum, the hon. Leader of
the Opposition pointed out that he would prefer an
election. That is his view. I feel that this Referendum is
also like an election. We are not here to use our
two-thirds majority and get an extension on the life of
Parliament. What we are going to dois ask the people ;
Do you want your elected Members of Parliament to
continue ? You have shown confidence in our President
by electing him for another period of six years. Do you
want the Parliament to continue for another period,
because you have elected a President and you must
have a Parliament that can work with him ?” The
President should be able to carry on with his policies
without hindrance. Therefore we will ask the people
whether they want a Parliament that co-operates with
the President, or whether they want an elected
Parliament that is going to sabotage the work of the
President or does not co-operate with the President and
hinders development. This is what we are going to ask
the people. In our speeches we are going to tell the
people the position and ask them, Do you want a
Parliament to help the President to go forward and
fulfil the promises given to the people.”

This is a real election and is more difficult than a
parliamentary election. It is more difficult because we
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will have to convince the masses of the importance of
this election and get them to vote “ yes . It is not an
easy task at all. There is a new symbol, the lamp, which
we have to introduce to the people. All this is going to
take more time and more effort on our part. But we are
prepared to face it ; we have confidence in the people,
and we know the people have confidence in us.
Therefore, we are going to face this election with
courage and confidence and go to the people, and not
run away from them,

Sir, the Presidential Election proved beyond any
doubt that the people have confidence in these
Members of Parliament. There may be one or two who
have not increased their votes, but the majority have
done so. Therefore, you cannot say that we are just
going to the polls. The people want the President’s
policies to be continued, and we are going to ask them
whether they are going to give this right to the present
Members of Parliament so that they could continue for
another period. That is all we are asking. Why are you
worried, why are you afraid to face us? We are not
afraid to face you. If the people want us to govern for
12 years, they will decide, not you. We are not coming
through the back-door. We are going to the people and
we will tell them. “ This is our policy, this is what we
want from you. Please give us a “yes”. If they say
“no”, we will accept the verdict of the people and go
to the polls and see. We are not afraid.

Therefore, I want to point this out, Sir. People are
trying to mislead and say that this is not a democratic
process. Who says so. Going to the people is a
democratic process. That is a democratic function. We
are voted here by the people. Therefore, we go to the
people and ask for their support. So who says it is
undemocratic ? The communist will say so. The Civil
rights Movement, a Communist-sponsored
movement—(Interruption). You may say no. I say they
are. There is Desmond Fernando. Who cares for this
movement ? Civil rights ! Are they the only people who
are interested in civil rights ? Are we as Members of
Parliament not interested in civil rights ? We are
interested in human rights, civil rights.—(Interruption).
We are very much concerned about it, not the Civil
Rights Movement who are writing letters. Sending
memorandums trying to make a big issue of it that we
are trying to take away the votes from the people. What
can you expect ?

Sir, I want to relate a very interesting story. It
happened in 1970, when the CJC was functioning. A
respected lawyer friend of mine, a Tamil-speaking
lawyer, a responsible lawyer, who is also interested in
amnesty International and also civil rights, met me at
the airport when so many people were taken into
custody by the sadist Minister of Justice, Mr. Felix
Dias Bandaranaike. This particular gentleman, for
whom I have a great respect, took me by my hand and
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said : “ Tell me what are you doing ? What is J.R.
doing ? Why will you not do something ? How long can
we go on like this ?” That is what he told me then.
Today this particular lawyer who is appearing against
the Government in most of the cases—I do not mind it,
it is his job; I am just pointing out that at that time
there was terror in this country.

You are talking of the judiciary. Today we have an
absolutely free judiciary which can act independently
without any sort of interference from Ministers or the
President. Therefore Mr. Felix Dias Bandaranaike
himself has a lot of confidence in the judiciary. He runs
every time to the Courts. He has gone and sued
Rupavahini. Now that this Government has created so
much confidence to the people regarding our judicial
system, today he is running every time to the courts for
protection. You remember, Sir, that they deprived the
ordinary man of the right of writ against Ministers’
orders. They amended the Evidence Ordinance and the
Interpretation Ordinance. You call that justice ? You
spoke so much about the three judges. Today’s judges
have absolute freedom to give different opinions in this
country, even against the present Government in power.
The President’s appointees have absolute freedom to
express their views. Some agree, some disagree. That is
how the judiciary should function. I must congratulate
the judges on the independent opinions they have
expressed, not only on this matter but on other matters
too. During the time Felix Dias Bandaranaike was the
Minister of Justice—I do not want to go into details—You
know how he sent for different judges to his chamber.
He even summoned the Chief Justice to his chamber.
That was the position then. You have no right to talk of
judicial freedom.

Today we will not interfere with the judiciary, let it
be a Minister or the President. The judges will have the
right to judge independently without any sort of
interference from any source. We are very proud of our
judiciary. We are very proud of our judges. I am happy,
Sir, that we have created tremendous confidence in the
minds of our people regarding the judiciary. I must
congratulate our judges—Supreme Court Judges and
even the minor court judges. They have done a very
good job, and they will continue to do so without any
sort of interference from any source.

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we speak of press freedom, in a
democracy, freedom of the press is a must. Nobody
denies it. But the press also must realise their
responsibility not to give misleading, biased information
to the public. During the Presidential Election what did
some of the editors do? Mervyn de Silva—this is what
he says. The B.B.C. is a responsible organization. Every
one of us listens to its news with intercst expecting that
we are listening to something which is factually correct.
But the other day, just before the election, the B.B.C.

1082 csaTW €23 4
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announced that the swing was towards Kobbekaduwa
and the Government candidate was
struggling—information given by a leftist, Communist,
Marxist reporter.

amy HVG
(i g Geari )
(Mermbers)
Shame !

8. D&, e@em@2 Fun

(Q.@Q GTih. G, Q;‘.‘@mr_bm;é)

(Mr. M. H. Mohamed)

A responsible organization like the B.B.C. should be
more cautious before they go and announce these
things. It is a very serious thing. At a Presidential
Election it can misguide the voter. Therefore I hope the
B.B.C. will act more responsibly in the future and not
broadcast information which is incorrect and which is
going to mislead the voter. It is a very serious thing. It
is not a laughing matter. It can happen to you. It can
happen to us. It is a form of conspiracy, maybe. Who
knows ? The B.B.C. may not be aware of it. The B.B.C.
autherities may not be aware of it-a conspiracy
between the political party and the reporter. Who
knows ?

I have an article which this same reporter has
written. it is very interesting. I do not want to read the
whole article, Sir. This is what it says :

“ Last year at the D.D.C. polls the T.U.L.F. had 4.8 lakhs of votes
from ihe North, East and Colombo. Jayawardene needs about 3.5
million votes for a comfortable win. Five years ago the U.N.P. polled
3.1 million votes. It is the highest ever. But since then inflation and
other preblems have certainly eroded that vote ™.

Qs Bedewsy
(s & soui samat)
(A Member)

Who has written that ?

08, &8, c@2em®@B S

(g__g;:{:l)fi GTLD, GT&, @Qﬁlﬁw'&'}

(Mr. M. H. Mohamed)

Mervyn De Silva in “ India Today ”.

Now, this type of information is not fair by the
President. Many people here read these things giving
all kinds of information to say that Mr. J. R.
Jayewardene will not be able to make it. This is the
impression that was given.

Now, there is one other matter I want to refer to. |
want to tell the embassies, whether it is a left embassy,
whether it is a right embassy, or whether it is a
communist embassy, that during the elections we do not
need your opinion. Let the people of Sri Lanka decide
who should be the President. Do not carry on
propaganda to say that the swing is anti-government or
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against the government. This was the talk that was
ihere at every party we attended. The Hon. Minister of
Rural Industrial Development, Mr. S, Thondaman, will
bear witness to this fact. When you went to any party in
an embassy what they said was, “ Oh, the UNP has no
chance. The UNP is losing.” This was the talk
everywhere. Let the embassies look after themselves.
We respect their independence and we want close
relations with every embassy, but certainly not an
expression of opinion on the Pesidential Election or any
other election. That is our business. The people will
decide that. It is very unfair on the eve of an election to
spread this type of story. It is a very serious thing. The
embassies should look after their own affairs and not
interfere with our elections. We are not interested in
their opinion.

Sir, I do not want to deal with the question of false
rice ration books. Many bon. Members dealt with that
matter. In my electorate I won By 11,000 votes. I had a
majority of nearly 12,000 with the postal votes. It is a
massive majority out of 37,000 people who polled. It is
mainly a working class area. I want to tell this for the
information of those people who are talking of elections.
Now. I want to refer to a certain incident. It is very
interesting though it is a little irrelevant, but I think it
is necessary for the people to understand why we are
going for a Referendum. People have absolute
confidence in us. Before the counting started, the
organizer of the SLFP, one Siripala Silva and Dr.
Colvin R. de Silva told me, “ Oh, you will have no
chance at all.” But, anyway, when the boxes were
opened, the counting agent of Dr. Colvin R. de Silva,
who was there, told me, “I cannot understand how
Wanathamulla, a working class area, gave this
majority ! ™ I think he is Nimal Karunatillake, a former
employee of the Central Bank. He said, “I cannot
understand how a predominantly working class
electorate gave this massive majority ! ” That only
shows that they even do not know that little bit of
politics to understand the minds of the ordinary voter.
We are not afraid to go to the polls. I am proud that I
represent a 96 per cent Sinhala Buddhist electorate.
Today I am prepared to face the polls with anybody.
They have the utmost confidence in me because I am
impa..:al. We are not afraid to go to the polls. People
have confidence.

I have the greatest respect and regard for all the
Members of the Opposition, but sometimes when I meet
people they ask me question which I am not in a
position to answer. They say things about the TULF.
We all appreciate the speech made by the hon. Leader
of the Opposition the other day where he says that the
problem of the Tamil people must be solved and that
his Excellency the President should do something to
solve the Problem. We do appreciate the problem.
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I think the hon. Leader of the Opposition will agree
with me that we were very keen and we are still keen.
We have regular meetings and we discuss your
problems. District Development Councils have been
created. Elections to those bodies have been held.
Today we are trying to decentralize power to the
District Councils more power, so that your problems
and the.problems of the Sinhala areas could be solved
through the District Development Councils. Therefore,
we meet regularly. But I am sorry to say that we are
being condemned by the Sri Lanka Freedom Party, and
their allegation is that we are helping the Tamils at the
expense of the Sinhala people. This is not true. It is
absolutely untrue. But this is the propaganda that their
papers carry. They are carrying on vicious propaganda,
and that was done specially during the elections. We
had to counter this propaganda in many areas.

We do appreciate the hon. Leader of the Opposition
and the others condemning viclence. It is greatly
appreciated.

The shooting at the Chavakachcheri Police Station is
very unfortunate. It has happened. I think no
government or any civilized person in any part of the
country can condone surh action. But at the same time
I cannot understand or I do not know how that person
called Kuttimani could have been nominated to this
House, I do not know him. I have never met him. But
he is a person who has been found guilty of murder and
who has nine cases pending against him for robbery and
murder. A person like that has been nominated to this
House. I appeal to hon. Members to consider this
matter. I have nothing against Kuttimani. He may be a
hero to some people. I have never met him. I do not
know him. I am judging him by the verdict given by
court. But I think we will have to look into this matter.
I do not know the views of the people of Jaffna in this
matter.

I am just mentioning this. Many peopie have asked
me why this has been done. I said, whilsi they are
condemning violence, at the same time, they arc trying
to nominate a person who has been involved in cases
and sentenced for terrorist activities. But, Sir, so far as
this government is concerned, as a responsible Minister,
I can assure the hon. Leader of the Opposition that we
are always prepared to stretch our hand of friendship to
the Tamil speaking people. But my concern is this : as a
Tamil speaking Member belonging to a Tamil speaking
community, looking at the things that are happening
there, I do not know what will be the plight of the
Tamil speaking people in Sinhala areas, if Mrs.
Sirimavo Bandaranaike or NLSSP or somebody else
had formed a government in this country. It is going to
be a tragedy if by any chance the SLFP or, any other
party, or a communal party comes into power.
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Therefore, I think we must all get together and
preserve and protect the independence of this country,
the unity of this country, and must definitely bring a
better and closer understanding between the different
communities in this country of ours. We must forget
our differences, we must try to make up, and we must
be able to give leadership. As I always pointed out, Sir,
we must be able to lead and not be led by the people. I
have been a politician from 1945. I got elected in 1945.
I was always able to serve the People.

Heelds @SrruadmS

(SrRs FurpFriuss sjaiser)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Order, please !

The Hon. Speaker will take the Chair now.

¢PRLD Fewlls BSmund Imunesn’ 9 feuny,
D sheDD S [efemd 28 cRed aBE Sl
@am] goembad Se.

yzer (Fpen, BrBE FursTUsE yatsear ys@rreerd
efler gr yaxlol FUTHTLET yarssT [y& anTd ot g
uTEF wrEri] st E G ST Eer,

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair, and MR,

SPEAKER (Al HAJ M. ABDUL BAKEER MARKAR) took the
Chair.

8. 0%, ceER Convm

(egiEmes erth, @rd. gp@DLbs )

(Mr. M. H, Mohamed)

Mr. Speaker, I hope that better understanding will
prevail among all communities. There are one or two
more points which I feel necessary to bring to the notice
of the hon. Members.

Now about the army rampage in Jaffna. An army
rampage has taken place a few days ago at Bibile also.
You cannot prevent this type of thing. This sometimes
happens even in other countries. In developed countries
also the army sometimes goes on a rampage. To blame
the government for that and to say that the Government
initiated it, is not fair. At Bibile, it was brought to my
notice, that there was a rampage by the army. These
things happen. We must forget the past. We must
forget these happenings, and try to build up a good
understanding. As far as I am concerned, I am always
ready to do all I can within my power to bring a close
understanding between the Sinhalese and the Tamil
speaking people.

Sir, 1 was in Jaffna for the elections. Some people
from Jaffna asked me about the guaranteed price for
onions and chillies. I told them that I am only a
Minister and that I cannot give any undertaking. I told
them, “After the election is over, through the Member
of Parliament, you discuss this matter with His
Excellency the President and the Hon. Minister of
Trade, and I am sure they will give consideration to this
matter.” They were not satisfied with my reply. But I
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do not want to mislead them by saying, “I wiil do it.” I
made it very clear that it should be done through the
Members of Parliament. This is what I have told them.
I am sorry that they have decided to vote against our
party. As far as the TULF is concerned, they did not
take an active part in the election. I am very certain
about that. They took a neutral stand and they
maintained that stand until the election was over. We
are grateful for that.

I am told that the Communist Party had done a lot of
underground work, working in cells ; they have created
cells and through them they were able to meet these
people and mislead them by saying,“ Mr.
Kobbekaduwa of the SLFP is winning, and we are
going to do this and that for you ” — (Interruption).
What I am saying is true. I have received the correct
information. The Communist Party has been greatly
responsible for misleading the Jaffna people by giving
them false promises. I am sure that they have been
thoroughly exposed, and I do not think they will be able
to do this in the future. I do not think I have spoken at
length, and I am happy that I have been given an
opportunity to say a few words.

I have written down some slogans for the election. 1
have said “ Vote for the lamp ” We have to introduce
the symbol “Jamp ” to the people. We have to create
some impression in the minds of people. Therefore, we
have to put up posters, hand-bills and also the lamp. We
are at a great disadvantage because we have lost our
elephant, and you have nothing else to lose.

I do not want to speak at length, Sir. I thank all
hon.Members and I am very confident that we will be
able to win this election as well without any difficulty,
because we know the trend ; we know the thinking of
the people. Therefore, we have nothing to fear, and we
face this election with confidence.

DO D sBEEHC dum (mxsomBS oocE—
Bowidn méD LMmSHBH)

(B eluverl swrdéru—Gargpicy Bipim—rir
GGs svai)
(Mr. Edmund Samarawickrema—Colombe East—

Deputy Chairman of Committees)

QG AHTERRIH, 09 6@ ab wwmed B
TGBTO @ ¢ 0089 Shedd NEYS Fxnd mwe
Ceh cem B8 Beamdn & Ded® @ goe
cdG 03 =y S 5g 98 ¥ o AR w.LEAMm
W™ GG wlllm @PSndE @ wpBiuam
GUE T,

geed Sed ealan® asdd & o @ K.
EDIGRnum, s, cfCHE D @ea 9
Ex8uS Howew'® Haow ewdaA8 galand
Ex2e NZO ¢ guwe @xines mwd o cog
e wod By VD wan cennl  Bpen.
€e® Ced we@as 2¢o gng T nen wemedsl ga
a8 cwmem o Wé ofem § Comn Bewed
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Mr. Speaker,the Soulbury Constitution was drafted
by no less a person than Sir Ivor Jennings. He has also
drafted the constitutions of India, Malaysia and Burma.
Our Leader, His Excellency the President, had been a
non—practising lawyer, and so was Sir Ivor Jennings.
Therefore we have got the best Constitution for this
country, because with his experience he had drafted the
Constitution to suit this country. Therefore, I am
supporting this Bill.

Thank you.

WA Tenvhum oy (028 o RO w.odam
HIFDO wo 0O widllme EEFT rCRHM)

(B arlbal Gevrgruss—saranfl, @renfl o9l cn5 8
yontpd Fmh insrasl ondel g B ByENL & FHLE |

(Mr. Gamini Dissanayake—Minister of Lands and
Land Development and Minister of Mahaweli
Development)

Mr. Speaker, so far two very learned speeches have
been made from the Opposition, one by the hon. Leader
of the Opposition who says that he does not believe in
the 1972 Constitution, who says he does not believe in
the 1978 Constitution ; but he appoints himself to be
the person who interprets the spirit of the Constitution,
the other by the hon. Member for Attanagalla (Mr.
Lakshman Jayakody) who apologized to this House and
to the country because he said, “ I am a chit MP ” But,
it is very relevant I think at this late stage to put the
record right, because, the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
even when it denounces a principle or a method is in
fact, historically, the first group of people to follow it,
because it is the Sri Lanka Freedom Party which, for
the first time, nominated a Prime Minister through the
Senate. You must remember that, for the first time in
the entire British Commonwealth of Nations, a person
who did not win a parliamentary seat, who did not
directly receive the mandate from the people, was
smuggled in through the Senate, which was
subsequently abolished, not to a position of an ordinary
Member of Parliament, but to the Prime Minstership of
this country. So, these are the people who are now
apologizing for the system in this Constitution, where a
candidate of the party can be nominated to be the
successor to an incumbent Member of Parliament. So,
whenever you protest there is a nudity which you bare.
I shall deal with your arguments later.

First of all, I would like to deal with the hon. Leader
of the Opposition, who as far as I remember, and I am
right, was not a Member of Parliament from 1970 to
1977. 1 think because he lost his Vaddukoddai seat. Sir,
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he referred to the 1972 Constitution, the debate which
was referred to by the Hon. Prime Minister, the
speeches made by the Present President, His Excellency
J. R. Jayewardene, when he functioned then as the
Leader of the Opposition. He seems to think that the
United National Party at that time enunciated a very
different principle from that which is being advocated
today. I wish to, in addition to what the Hon. Prime
Minister said, quote here the words of Mr. J.R.
Jayewardene at that time, and I also wish to remind the
Leader of the Opposition that that J, R. Jayewardene is
the same J. R. Jayewardene. This is what he said in the
debate referred to by the Hon. Prime Minister. I read
from column 180, National State Assembly Debates,
27th November, 1973.

“Mr. J. R. Jayewardene :

But if you try to carry on this Government after 1975, because we
feel you have a mandate only up to 1975 — the Hon. Minister of

Finance said it is for the people to decide then whether you shounld
carry on. —

Certainly we do want to create such public opinion at that time,
non-violent, that in 1975 you will feel, at least some of you will feel,
a larger number of you will feel that the people want an election. *

It is a long sentence.

“We are for an election. We are for an election which can decide
which party should form a Government ; not to ask you to go but to
ask the people whom they want to govern after 1975. For the Hon.
Minister of Finance to say that since you have a two-third majority
you can change a Constitution and carry on, not up to 5 years which
is the mandate given to you but for seven or ten years, would mean
that you can claim the right then even to abolish the vote. *

Then Sir, specifically on the question of the
Referendum, this is what His Excellency the President
said at that time :

“ But that is also with the consent of the people and the mandate

we get from the people. You got a mandate to change the
Constitution ”

That is correct.

But [ say that if you change the Constitution, to abolish the vote or
to extend your life, that is not correct. That is not legally or morally
right unless yu hold a Referendum.

And mind you, Sir, he was referring to a principle
known to jurisprudence which was not even recognized
under that Constitution, but which he knew, namely,
the device of Referendum, as far back as 1974. Then he
goes on to say :

“If that were correct you could say that Hitler was correct. How
did Hitler come into power? He came to power through the
legislature. He was an elected Member of the legislature, He brought
laws that enabled him to be a dictator. Those laws were opposed by
the democratic party and the Chancellor had the right to postpone
voting on them. The Chancellor sent a message to the President or the
Speaker of the Assembly, who was, 1 think, Goering, to postpone the
voting. What did the President or the Speaker do?*

That is, Sir, he is referring to the Speaker of the
Reichstago, a distinguidhed predecessor, dissimilar to
you, not in any way connected to a democratic
assembly.

1082 e €88 4
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DS FNEED DD,

(FLir FTuIsT Yo &G )
(Mr. Speaker)

By colour ?

T Tasman Enm,

(Brn. sriBal Sovrpruds)

(Mr. Gamini Dissanayake)

But it was a democratic assembly at that time.

“ He kept it by side, pretending he did not see it, until the voting
was taken. After the voting was over he said, ‘I am sorry, the
President’s message has come too late to postpone the voting.’ And
Hitler became a dictator, the Fuehrer of Germany, by the votes of the
assembly, not the vote of the people.”

Now, Sir, it is very important because whatever we
seek to do in this country, flowing from the
constitutional debates of the Nationl State Assembly at
that time, as the Hon Prime Minister quite correctly
pointed out, and as the Hon. Minister of Transport
repeated, it is only with the consent of the people given
by a vote. That, I think, the Hon. Member for
Attanagalla (Mr. Lakshman Jayakody) was trying to
gloss over. The Hon. Member for Attanagalla tried to
assimilate the extension of 5 to 7 years without the
consent of the people, with the process recognized by
the Constitution which we seek to adopt by this
Amendment.

Sir, I think the constitutional principle is absoluterly
clear.

Then, the hon. Leader of the Opposition posed a
serious of questions. He asked if 50 per cent of the
people plus one vote are in favour of the Referendum,
whether it is fair, that 49 per cent of the people of this
country should be asked to accept that verdict ? Surely,
the hon. Leader of the Opposition knows that the
United National Party Government of 1977 is the only
Government, since Indepence, wich received the
percentage of votes which was over 50 per cent. Every
other Government in this country governed this country
and they accepted those governments without asking
wether it was fair or not, when in fact the percentage
polled was 38 per cent, 40 per cent or 42 per
cent.—(Interruption) What about their own victory ?
Quite right. They asked the people of Jaffna to boycott
this election. Notwithstanding their appeal to boycott
the election, what is the percentage of voters who have
voted at the election ? It does not matter which party
they voted for ; 46 per cent voted.

So, Sir, these are not arguments which are so
sacrosanct. If the hon. Leader of the Opposition wants,
it is democratically possible to argue that through the
principle that he enunciates we can say that if the
people of Jaffna do not endorse the Referendum which
is going to be held, they are therefore against all the
Members of Parliament from Jaffna continuing in
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office and that therefore they must all go; and that,
therefore, the right to nominate successors to their seats
must be exercised by the President of the United
National Party. These are arguments which take us
neither here nor there, but the fact is, whatever the
Constitution—it can be the Solbury Constitution, it can
be the Westminister model, it can be the 1978
Constitution—the fundamental norm is, as our President
has quite correctly stated absolutely clearly in 1974,
you must consult the people. He stated in the National
Assembly that for that Government to extend its period
from 1975 to 1977 they should have had a Referendum.
Therefore, Sir, let us go a little deeper into what the
hon. Leader of the Opposition said.

He said that it was only during war-time that
Parliament was extended. But he should know that
during the war-time there was no Referendum. The
method by which the Parliament was extended during
the war-time was not by the Constitutional device of
holding a Referendum but by the votes of the Members
in the Assembly, as was done in the case of the 1972
Constitution. I do not know from where he got his facts.
I am sorry that he tried to draw a parallel between the
war-time Parliament and the mandate we are seeking
under the present Constitution.

Then, Sir, he says this is not democratic. I ask him
what is democratic ? Is it democratic to shoot down in
cold blood your opponents who come to contest seats ?
Is it democratic to nominate a man who is charged with
seven murders to be a Member of this Parliament ? [
think you must be somewhat sacrasanct, somewhat
reverential about the policies that you preach. I am
sorry to say it is not pracrtised. there has been no
democracy practised by the hon. Leader of the
Opposition or the Members of his Party although they
come here and pronounce the loftiest ideals of
democracy. He talks of a Hobson’s choice ; that you
have got to vote ‘ Yes ' or you have got to vote ‘ No’.
That is what a referendum is about. You have got to
vote ‘ Yes’ or ‘ No’. But this is not Hobson’s choice,
because you can also vote * No .

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the true rationale of this whole
process is something entirely different. The true
rationale is ; have you got the support of the people of
this country or not? The hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central might not know, but certainly the hon.
Member for Medawachchiya might know, in 1977 the
SLFP in defeat appointed a small committee to find out
why they lost the election. I think the hon Third
Member for Colombo Central will remember that. This
committee was sitting. It was calling evidence, Then, Sir
a former Member of Parliament, at a Parliamentary
Group Meeting of the SLFP had said:“ What is the use
of appointing a commission to find this out.” We lost
the election because we did not get the votes 7 ”
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So, to win a Referendum you must get the votes. No
one is going to compel the people to vote; no one is
going to force them to vote. We are asking a simple,
straightforward question. Why are we asking that
question ? Because the Executive President of this
country is an institution which has been enunciated in
the Constitution, an institution whose performance,
both in relation to its principles and personality, has
been endorsed by the people by a vote approximate to
53 per cent of the country and, as Hon. Prime Minister
said, in 139 Constituencies in Sri Lanka.

We are asking the people of this country, “ Do you
wait to give this man, this Chief Executive, the
legislative support that he needs to carry out his
programme ? ” And I think the peope of this country
are wise. Although the SLFP likes to think that they
are fools, we like to think that they are wise enough to
decide that question rationaly, as men whose destinies
are in their own hands. They can vote “ No . And trulg
this is going to be a vote of condolence on very single
Member of Parliament who happens to represent a
constitutuency in this House.

Let me tell the hon. Leader of the Opposition, who
said that he has grave doubts about the outcome of this
Referendum, that we have no such doubts. But we have
doubt whether some of the Opposition Members will be
able to find polling agents to man their booths ! That is
the situation in this country. Those are the arguments of
the hon. Leader of the Opposition

He says that there is going to be an entrenched
Executive. That is the main principle in our
Constitution. There is an entrenched executive in
America ; there is an entrenched executive in India;
there are presidents all over the world not nominated by
somebody in a corridor, but elected by the people. And
once that President is ¢lected he has to be entrenched.
The UNP did not come upon this Constitution by
accident. While the SLFP, with your friends whom you
later kicked out, Dr. N. M. Perera, Dr. Colvin R. de
Silva and Mr. Pieter Keuneman, were busy enunciating
the principles of the 1972 Constitution, we were busy
working out the principles on which we would have a
Constitution should we form a government. And we said
long before the 1977 elections that we were going to
create in this country an Executive President because
we felt that stablity of that order was necessary. We
said that in 1977 ; it was part of our manifesto. So we
need make no apologies. We are proud of the
institutions that we have created, and we shall continue
to strengthen these institutions because we know the
people with whom we are dealing.

The Leader of cur Party has the highest respect for
democratic institutions, which I can illustrate just to
show you how we have ourselves limited the
constitutional! operation of some of the powers which we

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



1547

have in the Constitution. I think my good Friend, the
Hon. Minister of Trade and Shipping, will deal with
that subject. The life of Parliament cannot be extended
without a Referendum. That is a principle in this
Constitution. An Emergency cannot be continued
without a debate for over three months. I can tell that
you that Mr. Prins Gunasekera, former Member of
Parliament for Habaraduwa, and my good Friend, the
Hon Minister of Finance, as a back-bencher
representing Devinuwara, used to get up in this House
and ask every month for a Debate on the Emergency. It
was never given. We have entrenched in the
Constitution that an Emergency cannot be continued
unless it is passed periodically, every one month, in
Parliament. So, even the hon. Member for Kotmale can
make a long speech whenever an Emergency is debated
here. And must be passed with a two-thirds majority
after three months, because we feel that a Government
which cannot justify Emergency rule beyond three
months is incapable of governing this country. Those
are the principles which we have entrenched.

Then, Sir, the hon. Member for Attangalla was
talking of the President-that all executive powers are
vested there, that the army will be interfered with, the
police interfered with. I will tell the hon. Member who
interfered with the army and the police. I am looking at
the distinguished honourable person who did
that.—(Interruption). Read the Constitution, you can
impeach the President of our country.—(Interruption).
You cannot because you have only four or five
Members,

COSEs LacenE Qo
{ ,Q B Q@EpeTr eSS s )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
You all can.

mEA Twmvnaem Sao,

(S srbaf Sevrpruds)

(Mr. Gamini Dissanayake)

But if you have a majority in this House, even the
President is subject to the jurisdiction of this
House.—(Interruption.) That is not our fault. He says
that till 1989 they will not get the vote.

codent duemnd Samy

(Gion axspnsr suslsry )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

What I said was that till 1989 he is going to
guarantee, that no one elese comes in. That is what you
are doing.

M Twsham Sevh

{ Bm: arifllaf T griss)

(Mr. Gamini Dissanayake)

Yes. Go to the Referendum and say that this is a
dangerous system.
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W daemmE oy
(Bom aapuwsdr guEtsry )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Yes, we are going to say that.

MmEH Temzman Sy,
(B smfal Govrprudis)
(Mr. Gamini Dissanayake)

Do that.

ol e Eaw Summm

(;J - WSS T grE)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

What about the last election? At the last election
what did you do? You were trying to impeach the
President through the process of the election. What
happened ? What did the people tell you ? The people
impeached you. The people reaffirmed their confidence
in him. You people tried to impeach the President.

CEC dwemml CSumm

(B asprsr mudbsrg.)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

We did not try to impeach the President at all.

ol e’ Con Qum

(Scn o7 ACriegrF)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Why not? What was your campaign? You
campaigned to ask the people to throw him out. That is
impeachment.

Cw ECw daconi Camm
(B
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

We have not got a two-thirds majority.

GimpLead oUIgGETY )

@il eg'Egu Svm

{Bm . GCrirHrF)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

You wanted him thrown out. That is impeachment.

Co Eeyy ducomi Com
{Z"_’y) S LR S g_‘rjmr;ﬁ.@'i.?’i';_)
{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
No, no.

©d e Cqu Gumm

(r".?u‘('._’i}.‘.,_.?;)-'f . GC Ty

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

What did the people do? They reposed their
confidence in him again.

CRDEE e Cum

(B aoFquest muabsryg )

{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I am sorry, Sir. He does not understand the word
“ impeachment ", it seems.
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e, e e P

(B i SCrwgrs)

(Mr. R, Premadasa)

I used a lighter word. You wanted to murder the
President—

BLH Teishum Camy,
(5(5 &Tih et ‘.';'m'-'r'-ﬁ.-rru\i;:s)
(Mr. Gamini Dissanayvake)

That is right.

P8 g€ Qomy

(5w 2y TGS )

(Mr. R. Premadasa)
—politically and physically.

CO By Lwosmwi Gomm
(Bm avapesr mitbGairiy )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
That is debatable.

"l ey’ Qg dumm,

{ B 2 198 gr ¥ )

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

What is debatable ? That is a fact,

Co Eeo duemi Saom
(‘Q@ QLD B E BTy )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I do not know about those facts.

. e Tumm

(5 i GCrwgrs)

{Mr. R. Premadasa)

I say you aided and abetted.

CH E@sY LwowmE Coamy

(B eswsr mustsry )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

As far as we are concerned, Sir, we did not try to
impeach him at all.

@l e o Snmy

(B o7 19Cringrs)

¢Mr. R. Premadasa)

Worse than impeachment !

D B0 FsemmT Tmmm
(,Q@ GO L ST mustary )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

We did not try to impeach him at all.

DS BN DS
(FLr TSt g;mr.r}aaf';ifj
(Mr., Speaker)
Order ! Order !

=
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3. e’ Ogw Eumymn
(5@ ayf. GCrsres)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)
Worse than impeachment !

CNICw duomE Som,
(B ovspcer QusQsrg. )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
How can we do that ?

@8, cf@ge dum
(2@ o7 Crismrs)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)
Why, through the people.

CH IEsY daeamB Somm

(B esmpmer muatlary )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody}

That is right. The people may have impeached.

¢l e Bats Doy

(Bes oyr. 9Crinmres)

{Mr. R. Premadasa)

The people rejected you. They rejected you even
from Attanagalla. You have no right to be there. You
must get Chandrika to take that Seat.

CREC duexnd Gamy

(Bm catpiner Uty )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I have always said so. I have always maintained that.

0B S1ENGEDDE)

(FUTETUET op@ifsser)

(Mr, Speaker)

Order, please ! Hon. Member for Attanagaila, please
allow the Hon. Minister to continue his speech.

T Cesnan ooy,
(B amfeP Sevrpruss)
wwir. Gamini Dissanayake)

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the hon. Member for Attanagalla, I
am sorry to say, is a person who is looking forward
towards the past. He is feeling sorry that he has come
through a device in this Constitution. I know that he is
feeling sorry about what is happening in his own party.
I know that he is in a situation where his leader is
incapable of bringing together the different factions in
the party. I know that he is secretly feeling happy that
we are having the Referendum, because if we have
elections they will lose whatever support they have got
now, even the seats they have got now.

B0 ducnd Tooh

(B edmpiner ouslsrg. )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Definitely not ! Sir, I am not happy at all.
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MBAB e Suay,

(Fcw arilafl Bawrpriss)

{Mr. Gamini Dissanayake)

Before the hon. Leader of the Opposition sat down I
detected a small note of warning in his speech, He said
that if Parliamentary methods are not available there
might be extra-Parliamentary methods to dislodge the
Government. We are embarking upon a course which is
constitutional, which is legal, and the remedy is in the
hands of the people. But if by that the hon, Leader of
the Opposition means that there is going to be an
extra-Parliamentary struggle in an accelerated form, the
like of which has been practised in the North during the
last few years, I am sorry to say, regrettably, that we
are quite prepared to accept that challenge. I only hope
that the Tamil United Liberation Front which up to
now has had a pretence of practising democracy is not
going openly to join in with the likes of Kuttimany
because that would be a sad day for democracy-not for
the referendum-but a sad day for democracy. They
have nominated him into Parliament. I do hope that
they would not adopt openly the methods used by
Kuttimany.

This debate has engenderd a number of views from
both sides of the House. As I said earlier the true
rationale is to what extent has the Government and its
Members supported in the country ? Here is another
challenge for you. The hon. Member for Attanagalla
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody) wanted to know very
inquisitively from the Hon. Minister of Transport what
his Satanpata was.

& Hr g cdwe, O
0w H26h el thd. c@rme ¢
dfcensy as¥ea o 96 ox®m

283 Do mnT wurles’. “dzfe

o ]

I think he has already coined the slogan on which they
are going to go and face the people in this Referendum.
I have made a note of that. You go and try your slogan
again. You printed a rice ration book. You distributed
them all over the country—(Interruption) 1 mean your
party. Are you trying to disown that Mr. Kobbekaduwa
is your candidate ? Are you trying to disown the
Assistant Secretary of your party, Mr. Vijaya
Kumaratunga ? (Interruption) What is wrong with it ?
Because it is illegal, it is fraud.

CNE a5y Sweonl Cuomm

( By agpner qudGsrn. )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

We like to know what is the fraud there.

MBS Ewsnem Souw
(Bay smifol Sovrpruiss)
(Mr. Gamini Dissanayake)
It is as fraudulent as saying that you are going to get
rice from the moon.
5-A 66512 (82/11)
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CHETOsY dueond Swmm
(Bc5 avmpnsr WS ETH. )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Like the @l gl’ That is also a fraud
then. The ‘ata ata’ they promised is also a fraud.

DS THIDDD
(Ftom mrorsi apaui nar)

{Mr. Speaker)

Order, please! I will ask the hon. Member for
Attanagalla to allow the Hon. Minister to continue his

speech without disturbing.

A Twimamd Tamwm

("3‘.@‘ gl (-"}:;Tr'r"ﬁ'J ruli-'z,)

(Mr. Gamini Dissanayake)

The hon. Member is trying to disown the publication
of his party. He is trying to disown his Presidential
candidate. He is trying to disown the Deputy Secretary
of his party. If you want to do ihat, you can do that, but
do not come and talk here as if you know nothing about
these things.

So the true test is not all these, * &ufeews

deiceed B 6 o= ®™> ' and all that. I think
the people know what they are doing. They will give
them the answer. The true rationale is, what is the
support we have got ? You better ask the leadership of
your party and ask yourself why your former ministers
are leaving your party ? Why Dr. Leo, Augustine
Fonseka, Sarath Dias, Luxman Silva and Mr. Wijesiri
are leaving your party ? Why are people actively
debating in your party today about reorganization ? Is it
not correct that our President is developing this
country, and that we as citizens of this country should
give him a helping hand ? You are having that
dilemma. You want power, but the people want
development. The people want houses. The people want
land. The people want jobs. You have no answers for
that. Mr. J. R. Jayewardene has been recognized
internationally as a politician of independence who
became a statesman. He is now trying to unify this
country and solve some of the pressing problems in this
country. The Communist Party, the entire band waggon
campaign against him.

I want to tell this House and specifically that the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party got the maximum number of
votes they could have got. The position would not have
been any different if any other person had come in.
That is absolutely clear. In that process Mr.
Kobbekaduwa proved that a Bandaranaike need not
necessarily lead a SLFP. To that extent it has been a
maturing process of democracy. Now we go into
another round. So you come and say by cowsy
dice s D am' mhe?
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The people will give you a drubbing from
which you will never recover, and if you say that the
method by which you were sent into this Parliament is
not correct, please make a statement to that effect. Do
not mind having a fifth amendment to have an election
only at Attanagalla and you can come forward.
(Interruption)-Yes, Kothmale also.

Sir, Constitutionally, the vote is the only knmown
device which the democratic world has recognized, by
which the people’s aspirations and the people’s wishes
can be expressed. To that we will always be steadfastly
adherent, we will always follow that. As our President
said in 1974, “ You cannot extend the life of a
parliament without a Referendum, ” a referendum is an
exercise of the choice of the people, and we are going to
get that in this Referendum.

Sir as there are a large number of Hon. Ministers and
hon. Members to speak, I will stop now. 1 think we will
have the distinciion today of passing this history
making piece of legislation which will usher in a further
period of development in Sri Lanka.

end Amdomen Do (T8 w-Ea e

YIWT LG TTET U G s D ref—teen s & 50 0y
Alreri Tir

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike—Second Nuwara Eliya-
Maskelival

Mr. Speaker, today this House has debated for the
last number of hours the Fourth Amendment to our
Constitution. This Bill proposes to go through a
Referendum seeking a mandate of the people to extend
the life of this Pariiament for a further six year period.
I do not wish to make a long speech, but only a very
brief intervention, because I do not wish to get involved
in a political cross-fire in this House. Because,
according to the President His Excellency J. R.
Jayewardene, I would have been before a firing squad if
the election results had been different. I do not know
whether it is true or not, but whatever it is, having been
a prospective victim of a firing squad, I do not wish to
get into the middle of a cross-fire in this House.

RTENE |

Today, we have heard a number of speeches being
made— (Interruption)- Sir, 1 do not like to walk into
controversial and disputatious situation, | am just trying
to present a few facts to this House as I see them for
the purpose of record. I think future generations will
read the proceedings of this House today where, for the
first time, we are seeking through a referendum to
extend the life of a Parliament elected five years ago,
and I think certain facts, as I see them, should be
placed on record for future generations. Before I do so,
I would like to deal with some of the points that have
been made in the course of the presentation of this Bill,
firstly by the Hon. Prime Minister, and thereafter by a
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number of Hon. Ministers and hon. Members of
Parliament.

The Hon. Prime Minister minus his usual flair and
fire today-I presume he is keeping it for later on in the
night— presented his usual; customary, thorough case.
But I must say I was somewhat disappointed by the
speech that followed from the Hon. Minister of
Transport. He was like-a CTB bus covering a short
distance at great speed ! He went from bathroom tiles to
gold chains. He gave us a long discourse on the
independence of this judiciary. Then he went on to the
Tamil United Liberation Front and to Kuttimani. From
there he went on to the Evidence Ordinance, then to
lamps and from their to missing elephants, and ended
up talking about the CRM. He said they were a
communist inspired Movement. I think for the purpose
of record I should correct this. The CRM is not a
communist organization. I think what the Hon. Minister
would have meant is that Mr. Desmond Fernando, the
Secretary of the CRM, a distinguished lawyer, an
Oxonian, is married to the daughter of the leader of the
former Communist Praty, Dr. S. A, Wickremasinghe.
That does not make the CRM a Communist Movement.
(Interruption) Well! I must say categorically, that the
fact remains—I am not defending the CRM, T have no
connection with CRM at all-it is not a Communist
Movement. As the Hon. Minister of Trade and
Shipping knows very well, during our Government the
CRM was extremely critical of the Sir Lanka Freedom
Party time to time—maybe justifiably-When they
thought we were indulging in certain undemocratic acts.
(Interruption) | think I am a little too seasoned in this
House to get derailed by you. So all I am saying is that
the CRM has been very critical of our Government
from time to time when they said that, according to
their own views, we were undemocratic. Similarly,
during the last five years, during your Government, the
CRM has been very critical of your Government as
well. From time to time they felt that you have done
various things which are undemocratic, and I must say
they were not only critical of our Government, but they
have been critical of your Government too.
(Interruption.)

DTN D)

fFisrmrussi P ggr)

(Mr. Speaker)

Order, Please ! When hon. Members speak, Please see
that you have your microphone on, otherwise you are
not heard.

CF o e g e
Wv ST CWITHED STy

;=

[ T o L EER:
f o BTLLDE 6 T BTULILE /

(Mr. Gamini Dissanayake)

Sir, 1 want to ask my hon. Friend a question. When
18 members of this House at that time organizers of the
United National Party, were imprisoned or kept in
custody, did the Civil Rights Movement protest ? They
did not.
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NS AT NCuD Sah

(B 0h yonT LS T ETUIEE)

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

Sir, I told this House that I am not indulging in the
defence of the CRM, but I do not think it is fair for any
hon. Member of this House, particularly a responsible
Minister to call it a Communist Movement. They may
have their differences, I am not saying, no. What you
may term to be undemocratic may not seem
undemocratic to them. But what I am saying, is that
during our Government as well as during your
Government, they have been extremely critical of what
they felt was wrong. Similarly, on this 4th Amendment
to the Constitution, they have made a number of
publications, issued a number of letters with very
decent arguments. I read all of them. I did not agree
with some of them but most of them are very logically
argued, precisely argued, and I think they are worth
considering.

Sir, then the Hon. Minister was followed by a very
spirited account by the hon. Member of Colombo East,
followed by the customary skill and bluff that my hon.
Friend the First Member for Nuwara Eliya-Maskeliya
always indulges in-customary skill and bluff-he is a
very intelligent speaker ; sometimes he slides away : and
today. 1 must say he went a little off-balance.

Sir, today he mentioned about various things he
quoted from a speech of His Excellency the President,
and from the Reichstag he went down to Attanagalla
and threw out a challenge to the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party to face elections at Attanagalla. We are of the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party, and I would like to tell my
Friend the Hon. Minister of Mahaweli and Lands, that
we are prepared at any time to face any by-election at
Attanagalla. Because even at this election the people of
Attanagalla reposed their confidence in the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party and gave us a majority of over eight
thousand votes. Therefore it has nothing to do with the
candidate, but they voted for the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party. In fact, we would like to accept the challenge of
my Friend the Hon. Minister of Mahaweli
Development.

Now, Sir, the Hon. Minister of Mahaweli
Development underlined the principal argument the
government has advanced on this Bill. His argument
was that, even if the Government extends the life of this
Parliament, they will do so by referring it to the people.
(Interruption). Yes, yes, | have got special
circumstances, do not get excited. You are in fact
seeking a mandate from the people, through a
Referendum to extend the life of this Parliament.
Therefore, you contend and you argue that it is not
undemocratic. There is an argument there. I am not
denying that. It is a very effective argument. Perhaps
this argument will be placed before the people before

B e
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the referendum campaign begins, and it certainly cannot
be termed an undemocratic act. If a Government seeks
to extend its terms by referring it to a majority vote of
the people, then it certainly cannot be termed a
dictatorial act. I do not think anybody, by any stretch
of imagination, however much they oppose your
Government, however much they are critical of your
economic policies, however much they are critical of
what you have been doing for the last five years, can,
call the holding of Referendum an undemocratic act.
My speech is not that. What I wish to deal with is two
or three points which I think should be placed before
this House for future reference and also for the
consideration of some of the Members of this House.

The point I am trying to make is this. This
Constitution admits, and you all are bound by this
constitution as Members of this House, that the people
are supreme and they are sovereign. That is the very
basis and the foundation of our Constitution. The
people exercise their sovereignty and their supremacy
through this House. The Parliament is the vehicle with
which the people use their sovereignty and their
supremacy.

Now, what does this Constitution—your own
Constitution—say about the Legislature ? I wish to refer
this House to Article 62(1) of the Constitution, which
Says :

“Their shall be a Parliament which shall consist of one hundred and
ninety-six Members elected by the electors of the several electoral
districts constituted in accordance with the provisions of the
Constitution.”

In other words, this Article 62(1)-which is the first
Article under the heading THE LEGISLATURE,
which is the Parliament-deals with a House of 196
Members. These 196 Members were going to be elected
to this House at a future election through the means of
what you, for the first time in this House, brought
forward as the proportional representation system.

Sir, this Government introduced the proportional
representation system after great thought. This matter
has been discussed in this House. A vast number of
speeches have been made by Members of the
Government about the merits of the proportional
representation system, about the demerits of the old
system whereby, all of you have been elected to this
House, which is called the * first past the post ’ system,
and you have, in fact, introduced the proportional
representation system. The President, Prime Minister
and the Ministers of this Government, particularly the
Minister of Trade, very effectively argued about the
disadvantages of the system under which all of us were
elected to this House. You presented a case for a long
time about the merits of the proportional representation
system : that, in fact, in 1970 when you lost and only
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[¢n¢ agi &lman Enm]
obtained 17 seats in this House you had polled more
votes than the Sri Lanka Freedom Party ; that the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party in 1977 polled 1.9 million of the
votes and got only seven seats in this House. therefore,
you contended that the proportional representation
system was in fact the ideal system. We opposed it at
that time for reasons which are known to this House, but
you thought it was the best system and went ahead with
it. Therefore, Sir, what I am trying to establish here is
that when you talked of the Legislature, of 196
Members of Parliament, you very clearly thought that
all those members would be elected on the proportional
representation system. Mr. Speaker, the present
Parliament has 168 Members of Parliament elected
under the 1972 Constitution. Such a system had been
decided upon by the UNP government as undesirable !

Now let us move on to another field. I get on to
Article 161 in the Constitution —

o8, ¢ 8Gw Do

(o i GCrwgrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

You were reading Article 62 of the Constitution. Will
you please read it with Article 161(¢) ? Then the
position will be clearer about Parliament.

oRNE AHNIMeD STy

(’T_::j SYIUT LT TBTILIGE )

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

Yes. In fact, I am going to refer to that later on in
my spech.

“ unless sooner dissolved, the first Parliament shall continue for six
years from August 4, 1977, and no longer ".

And no longer.

3. e Tgu Quw,
(& i GCriesrs)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)
Yes.

NS DG WSNGD DT
(ZH YT UGTLTT B wEE )
(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

“and the expiry of the aforesaid period of six years shall
operate . ..."

That is all what is relevant.

o e Oqn Qum
(E:_g- 2 GCriegrF)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)
Yes.
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¢nd DFEMEMuD Domm

(‘3\5\. NYEMT LIS LTI BTLIES |

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

So what is it that the Hon. Prime Minister is going to
establish by that now ?

o, e Igu Vo,

(5w gyt ACreegTT )

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

My point is that there is provision in this Constitution
to amend the Constitution—to amend the Constitution
not only by 2/3rds but with the consent of the people.

end DFEHMSsen Dusn
(s aYT LS LT BTUET )
(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

I am not on that argument, Sir. I think I would
kindly request the Hon. Prime Minister to listen to my
argument. I am in the middle of presenting an
argument. So I think it is not fair to get diverted here.
I urge the Hon. Prime Minister to listen to my full
argument before he interrupts me.

Now, I was on Article 161 (a). I was coming to
Article 161 (e) too. Article 161 of the Constitution very
clearly talks of transitional provisions. That is a very
long section. What does transitional provisions mean ?
Article 161 (a) of the Constitution says :—

“the first Parliament shall consist of one hundred and sixty-eight
members, and subject ”
and so on and so forth. And then in Article 161 (e), to
which the Hon. Primé Minister referred, there is
reference to—

“unless sooner dissolved, the first Parliament shall continue for six
years from August 4, 19777,
which is the first date of this Parliament,

“ and no longer,”

Now what does it mean ? The point I am going to make
here, Sir, is that, we, elected under the 1972
Constitution, strictly come under the transitional
provisions. That is very clearly stated.

@l e Com QoM

(& T SCr s )

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Up to the 1970 Parliament, National State Assembly
also ?

end DF e STy
(FH HTUT LT TT BTG )
(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

Yes. That is what I say.

&l e qu Tom

(‘_;;;JJ ’?b;' L‘?\?JLE‘QJ-'I.‘?)"

(Mr. R. Premadasa}

It was the National State Assembly that took over
the responsibilities under the new Constitution of 1972.
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end A Mésnem Doun
(:QCL“U" @ LIGRT LT BTG5S )
{Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

Yes. There is no dispute on that.

@l e Qumy,
(B 7 GCrwsrs)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)
Same procedure.

¢S AF MG Doon

(B yamr U rrprwss)

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

I am not on that argument. What I am saying is that
we, as elected Members of this House in 1977, have
been clearly defined in this Constitution as coming
under transitional provisions. In other words, we are in
fact here on a tranmsitory phase. 1 will give the full
answer. We are in the process of a transitory phase.
That is, we are in fact continuing under this
Constitution, with all our powers, on a transitory phase.

Now what does transition means ? Sir, I looked up
the Oxford Dictionary to see what “ transition ™ means,
because it does give a clear definition of the word.

& 3. gelBEed Cown (Slmxd)

(Zen of yosRgali—@r s Sareyf]

(Mr. G.V. Punchinilame—Ratnapura)

The period of transition was started by your father.

end AAMENGD Dan

(B0 yepT LSSTL T BT s )

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

Sir, I do not want to cast any aspersions on the
intellectual powers of the hon. Member for Ratnapura.
But, I think, Sir, after his rather poor showing at the
Presidential Election where he lost by six hundred votes
he is making irrelevant remarks in this
House.—(/nterruption) 1 think he does.

Now, Sir, what does transition mean ? “ Transition ”
means : “ Passage or change, from one place or state or
act or set of circumstances to another.” That is, a
change from one place or set of circumstances to
another. That is a clear definition of the meaning of the
word “ transition ”.

Now, “ transitory ” clearly means that we are in fact
in the process of being transferred or transmitted from
one process of being elected to another, and our position
has been clearly defined in the Constitution as being in
the transitory stage.

Now, Sir, the point I wish to make is that if this
Constitution does talk of a Referendum-—it does talk of
a Referendum—the Referendum refers to a House which
has been elected under the P R system. That is my
contention. I may be wrong.—(Interruption.) 1 do not

1982 exmTi®@Y 4
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know about that, Sir. I am not accustomed with
arguments in court. I have been taken there once or
twice by my own Party. Nevertheless, my contention is
that the Referendum section in the Constitution clearly
refers to a Parliament which has been elected under the
proportional representation system as the basis.

Therefore, if you refer to Articles 62 and 98-

ol e e Dy,

(Glen oyt AT o)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

This is the very argument that Mr. Felix R. Dias
Bandaranaike advanced yesterday.

WSS Twrzem Pivon

( By srllaf Sevrpruiss)

(Mr. Gamini Dissanayake)

What is now being advocated is a political argument
to which we can listen.

ené AFENMEmuD Doy

{‘%‘(3). 25T LI LT T BT USS )

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

I am not accustomed with Mr. Felix R. Dias
Bandaranaike’s arguments. I honestly do not follow the
proceedings in court particularly where he is involved,
but these are arguments which I felt should be
presented to this House.—(Interruption)-But you would
not vote for it. What I am saying is, as I see 1t-I may
be wrong—that if you refer to section 98, it clearly says :

“ The several electoral districts shall together be entitled to return
one hundred and ninety-six members ”.

Then Article 99 explains what proportional
representation is. It goes into four or five pages and I do
not want to take the time of the House by referring to
it. All what I am trying to say is that this Constitution
clearly refers to a Referendum after the Parliament has
been elected by the voters on the basis which you
yourselves advocated in the PR system.

Now, the Referendum is a method which is
inseperable from your Constitution. It is in fact part
and parcel of wedded and cemented into, this
constitution. The Referendum is the means—I think the
hon. Minister.of Mahaweli Development said it and the
hon. Leader of the Opposition quite rightly said it-by
which you can find out the views of the people from
time to time. It is a democratic means, but all that I am
saying is that it should be exercised as your
Constitution advocates, once you elect the Members to
this House under the very system which you advocated
the PR system.

Now, there is a vital difference between the
Parliament elected under the old system and the
Parliament which will be elected under the PR system.
There is a vast difference, because as you know-well,
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[¢22 a5 Lidanun Sow]
under the PR system, it is very difficult for any political
party to receive a two-thirds majority. I think His
Excellency the President has said it from time to time ;
you have said it from time to time, and I agree with it.
Even if you have held the Presidential Election under
the PR system on the results received from the PR
system you would have got 126 seats and we would
have got 68 seats—for the UNP 126 seats and for the
SLFP 68 seats. That is 53 per cent. versus 39 per cent.

Now, what you are asking us to do today is in effect
to endorse the use of the Referendum to keep your
majority of five-sixths to continue a Parliament which,
as admitted in your Constitution, is in a transitory state.
That is the crux of my argument. You are asking us to
give, support to endorse the Referendum to extend the
life of Parliament and to continue your five-sixths
majority which you got in 1977, to continue a
Parliament which your own Constitution admits is in a
transitory state. That is the basis of my argument.

Now, the foundation of your parliamentary system
that you worked out in 1978 is the PR system. It is to
be kicked aside by a Referendum which is inseperable
from the PR system which you advocated. A simple
majority cannot be wedded with the PR system because
the very PR system rejects a simple majority system.
And how can you now tell the people of this
country—you who advocated the PR system then-to
endorse by a simple majority, fifty plus one, a further
six-year term for a Parliament, which you yourselves
admitted was not proporticnately represented according
to the votes received in the 1977 elections ?

Now, Sir, is it right to permit 51 per cent of the
people at a Referendum to prolong the life of a House
that is not properly represented, or under-represented,
where 49 per cent. of the people are concerned ? 1 will
develop that argument on another point later. But I will
leave that because I see my good Friend, the Hon.
Minister of Trade, is raring to go after I have finished,
and I do not wish to keep him in suspense very much
longer. I would like to deal with two or three points
before I conclude.

The other point that I wish to make is that by
enabling this Parliament to continue for another six
years through a Referendum you remove one of the
cardinal features of Parliamentary democracy. What is
the cardinal feature of parliamentary democracy ? That
we who are elected by the people are finally and
eventually responsible to the people. We are here
because of them. We come here when they want us to
come. We go from this House when they do not want us
to be here. In other words, all of us are accountable to
the voters who send us to this House. That is the basis
on which parliamentary democracy has functioned in
this country so successfully for a number of years, has
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functioned in the United Sates, Britain, West Germany,
France, all over the Western world, and in India and
Japan. Its cardinal principle is that Members of
Parliament are eventually held responsible to the
electorate. If we step out of line, if we do not keep in
touch with the electorate, if we go in one direction and
the people in another direction, the people have the
right to reject us. That is the very basis and
corner-stone of the parliamentary system,

Are we going to safeguard that corner-stone of
democracy by the act that you are asking us to endorse
today ? Are you convinced in your own minds that
permitting a leader of a party—may be a leader of your
party or our party or any other party-to have the right
to name Members of Parliament for a further six-year
period—and those Members are not accountable to the
electorate—is the right thing ? That is my point. In the
case of some of you, you may be here or you may not
be here. I am not talking of your party. Why should we
be held accountable to our leader ? Why should you be
held accountable to your leader? Your final
accountability must be to the people, and nobody else.
If the people are sovereign, if the people are supreme,
as your own Constitution admits, then the people must
be sovereign. There cannot be another person, apart
from the sovereignty of the people, whether it be your
leader or our leader. T am not talking of individuals or
persenalities. Is it right to transfer the sovereignty of the
people from the people to a leader, however fair that
leader may be, however just that leader may be ? Is it
fair to transfer the sovereignty of the people, even
through a Referendum, and take away the final
accountability of the Members of this House to the
people.

Therefore, Sir, T think this Fourth Amendment to the
Constitution negates the fundamental corner-stone
which has sustained democracy in this country for
years, which has sustained parliamentary democracy in
the world for years. The accountability that we as
Members of this House have to the people is being
removed. That is one thing which greatly disturbs me.
It is not a kind of slur on your leader. I am not talking
about your leader. I am talking about all leaders. It is
because leaders in fact make mistakes. They have made
mistakes. They are not infallible. Your leader, who has
been endorsed by the public recently at the Presidential
Election by an overwhelming mandate, is not infallible.
He can be succeeded by unknown persons. He can be
succeeded by known persons. Whatever that may be, all
[ am saying is—(Interruption) The hon. Member for
Attanagalla (Mr. Lakshman Jayakody) is talking of the
military. It is an area I do not wish to get into because
I was myself supposed to be a victim of the military. 1
am on a much higher plane now. What I am trying to
say is, however just the leader may be, I do not think
the sovereignty of the people, which is supreme, must
be transferred to any leader at any point of time.
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The other point 1 wish to make is this. If this Bill
goes through, as it will, and if the people endorse this
Referendum to give us a further six years, is it fair that
you should have in fact a greater number of seats than
you would have had even in 1977 if you had the PR
system 7 Even if the PR system prevailed at that time,
if you take it electorate by electorate, district by
district, you would never have 144 MPs and we would
never have been left with 7 MPs. 1 do not know how
many seats the TULF would have got. We would have
got 68 seats under the PR system. Is it fair to freeze the
Opposition-as much as you freeze your seats on that
side, to freeze our seats on this side, on the results of
the 1977 elections, the very basis of which you yourself
changed ? Having argued that the system was wrong,
having said that the past system did not accurately
reflect the wishes of the people of this country, today
you are freezing in this House by this Bill, 145 seats
there, 7 seats here—actually 5 seats here—and 17 seats
for the TULF. My argument is, is it fair to do this even
through a Referendum ? A Referendum does not take
into account all these issues. A Referendum at the best
of times is unclear, and issues can be cloudy. Therefore,
I think it is not particularly fair by the people of this
country, the 40 per cent of the votes that the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party polled. We increased our votes from 29
per cent to 39 per cent from 1.9 million to 2.5
million—-and 2.5 million is not a small vote.

Sir, 1 have come under fire in my own party for
saying that the Marxists have been rejected. Even if I
get sacked from the Sri Lanka Freedom Party, I will
still say it. The Marxists have been rejected. They have
been relegated to the dustbins of this country’s political
history. I do not think anybody need worry about that
because the results show it. If anybody wants to
disagree with me, all they have to do is to look up the
newspapers of October 22nd, at the Presidential
Election results.

0. c¥ gt Sy

i ,5? T ,.,?;,T' a';?Qﬂ'mr-s.-rgr )

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

The very party that you say is a democratic socialist
party denounced you at the last meeting. For two
hours—

end DA MSam dum
(Ech Bamur ueme TTETiES)
(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)
I know ; it is very unfortunate.

. e gw duom

(& ot Crngrs)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

—your friend, Mr. llangaratne.

. e
QBRI

1082 ¢l
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@08 e, L. ¢ U Cam (8¢ @ DIwELD

C’p:;‘j‘\;\j:?l}

(Zm oy Cm. o1 & Gua—7iH, LI b
B IUEF T )

(Mr. R. J. G. de Mel—Minister of Finance and
Planning)

They might take disciplinary action against you.

My Dy

el o
TT TGS )

{ & 7

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

They have taken it once, and they are welcome to
take it again. T think you yourself have been a subject
of SLFP disciplinary inquiries. So have I.

S S

{Zm ot Can. 03 & Cued)

(Mr. R. J. G. de Mel)

Yes ; not once but many times. In fact, they had the

distinction of sacking me after I left.

ol el & ¢
T . . . l‘

end AT wEmaED Dvmm

(Fm: omr LTI mT urd % )

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

I had the distinction of being sacked without leaving.

o, at. & ¢
(o i Cn- ¢
(Mr. R. J. G. de Mel)

They sacked me about two weeks after I left !

enNd AFHWSTHED Sy

(Bm oy oS TT TGS )

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

All 1 am saying is that the Marxists have been
rejected, and the Sri Lanka Freedom Party is not a
Marxist party. Whatever any Member of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party says, I would quite boldly say that my
father never meant this to be a Marxist party; he
meant this to be a centrist party, a party wedded and
committed totally to parliamentary democracy. If
anybody disagrees with that, they are not members of
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party.

&3 cERon Qum

(5w i OC07mTT)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

But even your mother disagrees with you now.

eg:f-‘;'d A ndman o
(50 T tiowe rrmTuEs)
(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)
No, she does not disagree.

3. T gm Buvom

(&5 i TC7wgETT)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Why not? At the last meeting of the central
committee she said, “ All right, then—"

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



nom

CHL T Zaomn® Qumm
(% e QVERLST EuEE By )

(Mr Lakshman Jayakody)
How do you know all this ?

NS AT Dménwy Duvvaw

f ;T\j T LI T BT )

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

I do not belong to the central committee. Here are
two members who belong to the central committee, but
I have not asked them—

el ¢’ 0w Qwom

(Fm i GCuingrs )

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Do you want to know how I know about the central
committee ? I have a tape of the proceedings.

DA mEsmeD Do
(’Q(';JJ. HEUT LISV T T B0 D)
(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

end

Sir, the people of this country have accepted once
and for all, in total finality, that there are only two
political parties in this country. They are the United
National Party and the Sri Lanka Freedom Party. If
any other party wants to assume roles bigger than they
should assume, like the Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna,
which claims to have 800,000 members and got only
200,000 votes, which is about 4 per cent of the total
polled, they are parties that have been relegated to the
dustbins of this country’s political history, from which 1
am sure they will never ever emerge again. Sir, however
much I may have a regard for Dr. Colvin R. de Silva,
40 years of Trotskite politics have been rejected and he
was only able to poll 50,000 votes. Some other parties,
if they had not supported us, would have been in the
same position. Now, I cannot see why anybody should
criticize me for saying that the Marxists have been
destroyed. The people have decided to make the Sri
Lanka Freedom a Marxist party, I will not remain in it
one second longer than it is necessary, because I think
this party must be a democratic alternation to the
United National Party. If the people of this country
decide to vote against you, as I am sure they will one
day-they will reject you as much as they rejected
us—they must have a democratic alternative. They
cannot have an anarchist or a nihilist alternative. They
cannot have an alternative which is hellbent on
terrorism. Therefore, I assure this House that if ever
the people of this country decide to reject you, the
United National Party, they will have a democratic
alternative. We will ensure that.

Sfin o teion]

(s o i g G301 )
(A Member)

We will give you time !

&8 279D
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NS BFALEMED Swvzw

(}?@ ST LIS T T BT )

(Mr. Anura Banderanaike)

Sir, I know my friend the Hon. Minister of Trade is
waiting to reply to me. I will only make one last point
before I wind up. With all due respect to my Friend the
hon. District Minister for Anuradhapura, I do not think
we require your co-operation. All I say is that I will
endeavour—I may fail; I am not saying that I will
succeed-I will make every endeavour to keep this as a
democratic party.

Sl il

(.ysE ni aopai )

(A Member)

There is a Marxist on your left !

CNS AFEDHdhuD Sesy

By e uer TT st )

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

He is the finest Marxist that I have met-1 do not
hgve the slightest doubt—the most honourable Marxist
that I have met in my life.

Ol k) AR )

{ S & T symeud |

(A Member)

Try to make him takeover the leadership of the
Communist Party.

GRS AeTHImnn STy

(rELD SEMT LA L T BT )

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

Sir, he has always been good. I have known him from
the Government days to the Opposition days. He has
always been very good.

Finally, Sir, I just wish to make one further point
before I conclude, I wish to refer this House to Article
75 of the Constitution, which says :

* Parliament shall have power to make laws, including laws having
retrospective effect and repealing or amending any provision of the
Constitution, or adding any provision to the Constitution :

Provided that Parliament shall not make any law-

(a) suspending the operation of the Constitution Or any part
thereof, or

(b) repealing the Constitution as a whole unless such laws also
enact a new Constitution to replace it.”

The point 1 am making, Sir, is particularly in regard
to Article 75 (a),which says :

—“Parliament shall not make any law suspending the operation of the
Constitution or any part thereof.”

What I wish to impress upon this House is that if we
endorse this Fourth Amendment to the Sri Lanka
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Constitution we will in effect suspend two very
important Articles of the Constitution. We will not only
suspend but make inoperative two important Articles of
the Constitution.

Sir, Chapter XIV deals with “ The Franchise and
Elections. It starts with Article 88 and goes on to
Article 104. It talks about the right to be an elector,
disqualification to be an elector, qualifications for
election as MP, disqualification to be an MP, elections
to be free, equal and secret, and so on and so forth. It
also deals with the delimitation commission, electroral
districts, proclamation of names of electoral districts,
proportional representation and so on and so forth. Most
of this Chapter XIV, from Article 88 to Article 105,
will be rendered inoperative, if you endorse this Bill.

Secondly, Sir, Article 62, which I quoted earlier,
would be inoperative, Article 62, which I quoted earlier,
very clearly and distinctly says :

* There shall be a parliament which shall consits of 196
Members elected by the electors....”

May I say, in conclusion, that Article 75 clearly
states that we cannot make laws to suspend any part of
this Constitution. You are asking us to endorse the
Fourth Amendment to the Constitution making
inoperative very important Articles of the Constitution.
With that submission, Sir, I wish to thank this House
for the most patient hearing given me.

CCW ey e Dumm (SEET o D DO

fOBD)

(Zp  adg yi @R Gopse—al G55, &5 rmal
e d 71)

(Mr. Lalith Atbulathmudali—Minister of Trade &

Shipping)

Mr. Speaker, as | listened to the hon. Second
Member for Nuwara Eliya-Maskeliya, at the beginning
it was quite clear that his heart was not in what he said.
He said it eloquently but the spirit was somewhere else.
Sir, I know where that restless spirit will ultimately
come to rest. That is in the future that will unravel
itself as we go along. But his spirit came back into his
speech in one passage when he talked about Marxists
and what has happened to Marxism in this country. All
I can say is, I wish that the hon, member for Kalawana
( Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama) was present in this
House to hear it—it will not be as effective if he merely
read it. I have not seen in modern times any person
anywhere acting so beautifully as the officiating priest
at a requiem mass for the Marxists of this country.
What he said has come true and will continue to be
true.

Sir, this whole Debateis not very complicated. So I will
not take much time. The first thing I noticed about this

1082 e &8 4
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Debate was that the TULF, which started off by
boycotting constitutional Amendment debates—in the
last one making a statement and leaving, this time did
make a speech, so I can see that, despite what they say,
they are being gradually sucked into the whole
constitution that exists today. And whatever they say
here, I can assure you that they will go back to the
North and say “ Vote for the Referendum, ” because all
of them want to remain where they are.

Now, Sir, there are two simple questions that have to
be answered in this whole thing, a historical debate, the
debate on the Referendum ?

Is there anybody in this House, to whichever political
party he may belong, against the institution of
Referendum ? I want to ask the Opposition present and
absent, is there anyone against the institution of
Referendum ? Nobody is against the institution of
referendum in this country. Many countries which did
not want a Referendum are now for it. England was the
arch enemy of the referendum, but England has
resorted to the referendum twice in the last ten years,
Constitutional amendments like this are in a number of
countries matters for a referendum. In France and
Italy, you cannot amend the Constitution without a
referendum. In some cantons of Switzerland you cannot
do it ; in some states in the United States you cannot
amend the Constitution without a referendum. In our
country certain provisions of this Constitution cannot be
amended without a referendum. I like to trace the
history of the referendum. It started in the state of
Massachusetts, so dear to the TULF, in 1778 ; grew in
Switzerland in the 19th century, and went forward in
France and Italy, and now in England in the 20th
century. No country which has used the referendum has
dropped it. Just as there is no future for Marxism, there
is a future for the referendum. The reason is very clear.
Why is the world moving towards a referendum ?
Because the referendum makes the sovereignty of the
people a reality.

We call ourselves representatives. We are
representatives here because all the people cannot
assemble here. That is a simple, practical thing. If you
go back to the Greek democracy, the Athenian
democracy was direct. Why ? A small number of people
voted directly. They came together at once place and
did it. Since the numbers increased, you now need
representatives. But what we are doing is to say, “ On
an important question, please go back to the people. ”
We have to go back to the people on an issue like this.
We have to go back to the people for example, if you
like, to displace Buddhism in the Constitution. Nobody
can by a sleight of hand destroy the position of
Buddhism in the Constitution without going back to a
referendum.
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[cCx amee’ 88 2am)

I Jooked at the SLFP memorandum on the
Constitution. You said a lot of things about proportional
representation. but not one word about the referendum
which goes through Parliament. You make some
reservation about the situation. We are proceeding to
refer the question directly to the people. But you have
said no word, not even in the dissenting report which
was signed by the hon. Member for Medawachchiya,
that you are against this form of referendum. Now, if
you are not against it, why all this talk ? If you are not
against it, all these arguments that you are raising here
now are not relevant to this Debate. All this can be
raised on the question as to which side you ought to
vote for at the Referendum. That is a different matter.

The hon. Second Member for Nuwara
Eliya-Maskeliya raised certain legal arguments. I am
not raising any legal arguments. I remember that
during the last Presidential Election campaign he had
replied to me. I read it in the newspapers, 1 had raised
the issue and said that a matter decided by the courts
or a commission should not be placed before the people.
I saw his reply. I hope he was rightly reported. He said
that there is nc question that cannot be decided by the
people. He said that any question-legal, constitutional,
political, social or economic—can be decided by the
people. Well, that is exactly what we are asking you to
do now.

The Presidential Election was treated by the SLFP
rightly or wrongly, as a referendum to get the civic
rights of Mrs. Bandaranaike. It was used in the way of
a referendum to get back the positions of those who had
lost their jobs in July 1980. So, having posed all these
questions, I cannot understand anybody who claims to
be a democrat saying, “ Do not have a referendum ”. I
accept the fact that there are many Members of the
Opposition who are sincere in their commitment to
democracy. Then, when this country is going for the
first time to test this issue by a referendum, please do
not stand in its way. I believe that nobody who believes
in democracy can say, “ We are against a referendum ”.
Of course, you can go and say, “ Do not Vote for it ”, or
“ Vote for it 7. That is the area where there are grounds
of argument for and against. You can say all those
things there. But ultimately the people are sovereign
and the people must be allowed to decide it. There is no
objection to 50 per cent plus one deciding it. Except for
the UNP government of 1977, from 1948 to 1977 this
country had governments elected by a minority of
voters. The majority had always voted against the
Government. You did not object to that then. That was
the very nature of that system. This will not be the
same, in the sense that the majority will decide ; the
minority will not decide, if you read your arithmetic
correctly. (Interruption.) Surely, please. I did not
interrupt you.

1570

NI A T ..,l

(A Member)

You can make your learned contributions later.

CECF GDET Bof Somm
(F 5 Qa4 Bl B A 1rEan)

{Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali)

Your learned contributions I shall listen to without
any interruption whatsoever.

RO STan ST
CBENT LS T T B UGS )
. Anura Bandaranaike)

I am sorry.

CEF amew @€ Qam
; '_'Lf-r.‘b;\?,'r
(Mr. Lalith Athulathmudali)

-~ i ) ;
{4 [ H @R Ak BN

I saw the CRM statement. I am not saying that the
CRM are communists. But I am saying that sometimes
they row the same boat with sometimes different
oarsmen male and female. But look at the CRM
argument. I want to take one point. They say, “ Do not
hold the referendum, but have an election for this
reason. If a fresh election is held, even if people voted
along the same lines, party lines, as at the referendum,
it could produce a totally different Parliament
depending on how the support of each party is today
distributed among the electorates.” They oppose the
referendum, but they argue for it. In other words, a
party receiving 51 per cent of the votes, taking the
country as a whole, as is done in a referendum, might
not have a majority of members in Parliament at all. So
what they are saying is, if you have elections, you might
get 51 per cent of the votes but have a minority of
seats, but on a referendum you get 51 per cent votes
and a majority of seats. So the other system is
preferable. 1 can understand the logic of the CRM.

Then they say, the referendum is not an election. You
may not like the kind of election. You may have big
holes in deep hills. But let us face the fact; it is an
election. People follow the same laws, the secrecy laws,
cream of the freedom laws—all that is there. And you
can campaign for both sides.

I was seeing the papers the other day. I find that
Turkey is to have referendum on Sunday. But I do not
know if you like that. You cannot campaign for “ no ”
in that one. The vote will be bad.

I know secretly some of you gentlemen would like
that rule also to be brought in, because that will get you
off the hook of some embarrassment ; but the issue is ;
why are you opposed to this form of election ?

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



1571

The hon. Leader of the Opposition says, the
referendum is an exceptional case, not a general case. |
do not think that is quite clear. I do not think that is
quite fair. If we are, by referendum, planning to consult
the people of this country as a whole, surely it is as an
equally valid option to having an election. Why should
consulting people in little pieces be more preferable to
focussing national issues in toto? I do not think one is
exceptional. The law enables you to select. You can
decide to have a referendum or an election.

I will tell you why it is necessary to have a
referendum now. I will tell you why it is appropriate.
There are one or two clear positions which nobody
would depart from.

One, the hon. Second Member for Nuwara
Eliya-Maskeliya himself said there is in fact a two party
system in this country today. Well, “ yes” and “no”
will be two parties. The very two-party system and the
strengthening of it makes it more imperative and
requires that the referendum option is a relevant one. If
you have a splintered party, if you have a number of
parties—except for the UNP and the SLFP, the others
do not count ; sorry for the hon. Member for Kalawana
(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama) ; that party counts
internationally but not nationally—you can have a simple
point. You will vote ‘ no’ hopefully and the others will
vote * yes .

Second, what is the context of the political situation
in Sri Lanka today ? The context is that his Excellency
the President has been elected for a period which
extends up to the 4th February 1989. Do you want a
Parliament which will seek to co-operate with him ? Or
do you want to take back with the other hand what the
people of this country gave to the President on the 20th
of October ? Surely, if you all want the future of this
country to improve, we want a Parliament which will
co-operate with the mandate given by the people on the
20th of October. Of course, in a referendum, if the
people say “no” that is another matter, because thev
are the very people who gave the manaate to the
President on the 20th of October in totality. Then in
totality they can refuse—that is all right-but not by an
electoral device which really subverts the decision that
was taken by the people on the 20th October.

You talk of a subversion of proportional
representation by a referendum. I say that an election
in this context would prima facie subvert the decision
and the mandate given on the 20th of October. That is
why this option should be tried. If the people say ‘no’,
you will have an election. If the people say ‘yes’, the
present Parliament will continue until
1989—(Interruption). Because when it comes to his own
electorate, he knows the danger of the arithmetic
involved. He knows that 6448 is minus and not plus for
him at the moment.

QD s e T b
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Let us look at the second reality. The hon. Second
Member for Nuwara Eliya-Maskeliva reaffirmed his
commitment to his father’s principles in founding the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party. I have no doubt of the
sincerity of his commitment, but I have great doubts
about the large number of people in his party who are
in control. I do not mean your rank and file. I mean
those who control the party, the management or what
you call the central committe or what you used to call
the politbureau. I must say in all fairness, I have great
doubts as to their dedicztion to a democratic form of
government. | Go not comment on things which are sub
Jjudice. 1 do not think that is the done thing, but if I go
on what I have heard, I think I am entitled to say that
there is a strong anarchist Naxalite group, either in
control or about to gain control of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party. I think 1 am right in saying that all
democrats inside the Sri Lanka Freedom Party are in a
state of panic. They do not know where to go. Some
hope, perhaps, to stay and fight. Others have given up
the fight and are at various stages of discussions, or
thought, or negotiation on how to join the major
democratic party in this country, which is the United
National Party. It may not be an entirely happy thing
because, as our President said the other day, we want to
see a domocratic Opposition party. But the reality is not
there. A Naxalite, anti-democratic group is in control of
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party. In an election the
ordinary rank and file Sri Lanka Freedom Party
member, whom I still concede is wedded to democracy,
would be thinking he is voting for Mr. Bandaranaike's
policies but ending up by casting his vote for a Naxalite
group.

You say you would have got 68 Members. | think
that is correct ; Maybe, you got around 60. But if you
have an election, who would be those 68 Members ?
How many of them would be those committed to a
democratic form of government ? All I can say is, in the
selection of the PR list, at that point the caucus in
control would have brought in a Naxalite preference in
selecting SLFP candidates. Maybe, even some of you
Members might not have been in the list, or you would
have been put at the bottom of the list as a kind of sop
to be destroyed.

Let us be honest about this. I am fair, Mr. Speaker.
I am not seeking to make any party gain because the
issue is very very serious. We have an investigation
going on now on an attempt to assassinate the
President. 1 do not want to comment on that at the
moment, because the investigation will show what it is.
We know as a fact the terrible crisis within the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party. It is not a crisis that anybedy
can be happy about. If the SLFP the major opposition
party in this country, is controlled by an
anti-democratic element, then it forebodes no good for
anybody. I do not believe that in the short run the
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[CEsF qimenl 3¢E Samy]

democratic elements of the SLFP will be able to get
control of that Party again! If you have, of your 68
SLFP Members, 60 Naxalites in this group, does
anyone honestly believe that this country will progress
in the next six years? With 60 Naxalites in this
Parliament of 196, do you think you are going to
provide more jobs in this country ? Do you think
anybody is going to put in investment in this country ?
Do you think that anybody is going to set up factories
in this country, or grow more agricultural products with
the Naxalites waiting to grab away everything from
them ? Do you think any government department can
function with Naxalites howling in Parliament to
destroy everything at every turn ?

If you went through and saw the West Bengal
Legislature in its time when Naxalite groups were
there, you would know that the present problem in
Bengal is directly due to the complete inactivity and
inability of the Parliament to function. I feel that, if one
is committed to democracy today, then one must give
the people the option to decide whether they want to
centinue with it. I feel that when the things are
vxplained-it takes a little time, one has to explain the
Referendum ; one will have to explain why we have
come for a Referendum, but nobody can cha'lenge the
Referendum itself. That is supreme, that is sovereign,
that is sacred. And if the choice is between continuing
progress, continuing peace, continuing commitment to
democracy, why should there be a complaint if the
people endorse it ?

This Constitution requires a large number of things to
be done by a two-thirds majority. I say with all
humility, I do not think that there would have been any
government with so much power which has acted so
reasonably in any democratic country using this
majority so sparingly. Without having this Referendum,
if we wanted this, in 1978 we could have left it open for
us by a vote, like the UF-government did in 1972 to
continue for life ! We wanted a Referendum because we
are committed to democcracy. The Referendum is the
least disruptive option available today. And, I think,
though you may vote against it now-I wish you would
not vote against it now ; if you like go and speak against
it—it will be proved that this Referendum and this
option this time saved this country’s Sri Lanka Freedom
Party from being captured by Naxalite groups.

Mr. Speaker, there is nothing more that I wish to
add, except to say that all this is because we want to
consult the people. Those who do not want to consult
the people are not democrats. We shall consult them,
not only now, but again in the years to come : there will
be local elections, District Development Council
elections and if the TULF wants in the North we are
prepared to consider the holding of District elections
from time to time so that Members can retire from time

@8Cc@sTnd
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to time and decide whether they want to be re-elected.
That might please may good Friend the hon. Member
for Kalawana. From his point of view I do not think he
(quite likes it) but mentally he must be having a
question ; on the one hand he knows the Referendum
will ensure that he will continue to be the only Marxist
left in this country when all the others have gone away !

@‘-5‘.'“555\4&3'{.{

(s 5wl gycmani )

(A Member)

He is also not quite a Marxist.

CET e € Qamm

(5. ool gy dmadapsal)

(My Laiith Athulathmudali)

On the other hand, ke knows that we are with a
12 1/2 per cent cut-off point and we will just cut him
off. And, I would say, Sir, if we can have the hon.
Member for Kalawana continue here, that is also a
point in favour of holding a Referendum So we will
continue to have his company.

So, Sir, I want to commend this Bill to the House.
This is a great step forward to create in practice the
great democratic institution the Referendum. I hope the
experiment will succeed, Sir, and that at the end of the
experiment we will be able to see all of us here back
again to do the good work that we have done for so
long.

Thank you.

el cuw e S (9eddBw)

(B ewsElure Crmoruds—osarsH)

{Mr, Maithripala Senanayake—Medawachchiya)
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That can be done.
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DN TNEDDE

(FUTprivar syarsar)

(Mr. Speaker)

What is your affidavit about ?

co@fienc ow mnsnum T

(B owsBiure Crmpruss)

(Mr. Maithripala Senanayeke)

The affidavit is from Mr. V. W. Kularatne, who says
that he never expected to be the Chief Justice of this
country. The original has been posted to you, Sir.

ST kTS b 1O

(Fursrusi syeuiser)

(Mr. Speaker)
Yes.

celPere o whsnam Jwwwm

(Bw ewsgDfure Creamprués)

(Mr. Maitripala Senanayake)

Thank you very much, Sir.

Mr. Speaker, this House today is discussing an
amendment to extend the life of this Parliament. Some
Membes are for this amendment and some Members
are against this Amendment.

I have no moral right to oppose this Amendment as 1.
a Minister of the previous Government, was a party to
the decision to extend the life of that Parliament for 2
years. It had my full support and concurrence, and it
was completely endorsed by the then Cabinet and
Members of the Government Parliamentary Group. 1
find it very difficult, therefore, to oppose this
Amendment just because I am in the Opposition today
and it may be politically expedient for me to do so. But
I am relieved that in fact the people of this country will
be given an opportunity to decide whether or not the
life of this Parliament is to be extended. The final
decision is theirs. The Sovereignty of the people is vital,
and they will exercise their right when they make that
decision shortly. This really will be made by a popular
vote of the people, and not by a vote of Parliament. It
is now left to them to decide whether they in fact want
this Parliament to continue or not. They will manifest
that will.

We are informed, and allegations are being made,
that there is a Naxalite group in the SLFP and that it
had plans for violence, assasination, etc. I am against
violence. T have said so several times on the Floor of
this House and Outside. Many persons have been
questioned and are being questioned. [ ask that an
impartial investigation be held. 1 ask that in the process
of the inquiry innocent persons are not unnecessarily
dragged in an involved on personal pay-offs and hearsay
information.

It is great sadness and regret that I feel for the
present fate of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party, still torn
with internal family disputes. I and the group of persons
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presently known as the Maithripala faction had foreseen
this situation, and on 27th September of 1981, having
elected a new set of office bearers, resolved to continue
the Party activity on the basis of democratic
constitution. Our endeavour was based mainly on two
factors.

In accordance with the recommendation of the
special committee appointed to probe into the reasons
for the defeat at the last Parliamentary elections, we
resolved to deviate from unilatarel dictates of the
leadership and to work on democratic principles and
prevent the legal impediments the party may have to
face in the light of the Civic Disabilities act.

In this struggle I am happy to mention that my
friend, the Second Member for Nuwara
Eliya-Maskeliya, gave his full support to us. Although
he has left us for reasons known to himself. 1 take pride
that my Colleague and I, including the hon.
Second Member for Harispattuwa (who remained till
recently with us), and the hon. Third Member for
Colombo Central (Mr. Haleem Ishaak) and other senior
members of our party carried on the struggle genuinely
and incessantly up to date.

In this endeavour of ours, though we were subjected
to numerous baseless charges and mud-slingings, a large
section of the intelligent and responsible people of this
country who appreciated our sincere motives supported
us wholeheartedly to build a strong and forceful Sri
[anka Freedom Party which would have been able to
fulfil the political obligations to the people.

At the commencement of our struggle we had
resolved that we would work and support whichever
group would be legally recognized and which would be
awarded the official symbol and legal recognition.

We had thus openly declared our resolution to the
people. The decision regarding the official symbol 1s
only at an election. We had resolved that whatever the
internal differences were we should shed them and work
whole-heartedly at the election with the party that won,
the official recognition.

On hearing of the decision of the Commissioner of
Elections on 9th September, we fulfilled our resolution
within an hour. It was announced that we would support
the candidate of the officially recognized section of the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party, and I who had been by then
named as a candidate withdrew from the contest.

Having announced our decision arrived at on 9th
September, I delivered possession of the party building
on the very next day. You will be amased to know that
till September 26th our support was not solicited by the
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leadership of the SLFP. This was the reason that led to
the breakaway of some of the senior members of our
party.

However, in spite of all these impediments, we
mobilized the full support of our organizers, party
members and other sympathisers for the official
candidate of the Sri Lanka Freedom Party. This was
done without any condition whatsoever, no secret pact
or deals:

Responsible sections of the two groups met and
reached an agreement maintaining the honour and
dignity of both sections regarding the conduct of the
election campaign. The honourable agreement reached
by the seniors was breached by the field level
organizers, with the result that we were unfortunately
subjected to disrespect and humiliation and yet had to
render our support disregarding even our self respect.

Some of the organizers, elated by the official
recognition, of the party, were fighting their own
election battle rather than supporting the official
candidate. Even the posters exhibited and the
photographs of the organizers were displayed more
prominently than that of the official candidate.

The organizers of the official section of the SLFP
made all endeavour to drive out our organizers who
volunteered to support the official candidate. It must
also be mentioned that some persons calling themselves
SLFPers framed false charges 1o have the sccretary of
our party, Mr. S. K. K. Sooriarachchi, taken into police
custody and to get him remanded.

Some persons in responsible positions in the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party, by their statements made from
public platforms and statements to the press,
undermined the campaign, and our supporters were
demoralized. It is no secret that a section of the SLFP
wanted its own candaidate defeated! Amidst all these
insinuations and insults, we discharged our duties
loyally and sincerely to the best of our ability.

We went to the temple to worship, and when the
temple collapsed on us we sustained injuries. Instead of
giving relief to the injured they have further insulted
and fined us.

To those who make these decisions I have one word
of advise— the people’s interests, the people’s priorities,
are far more important than personal self-gratification.

However shabbily we have been treated, we shall
vigorously and successfully continue our struggle ull we
achieve the hopes and aspirations of our people. We
have to take into consideration not only the aspirations
of our own party supporters but those of the larger mass
of the people of this country who gave a clear mandate
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at the Presidential Election held on 20th October to the
President of this country. Meanwhile I appeal to this
Government to take immediate steps to—

1. Restore to the thousands of strikers who have
been on the streets for the last 2 years their jobs
with compensation, a few of whom have
committed suicide because they had no other
means of carrying on their livelihood.

2. Re-employ all who were compulsorily sent home
after 1977 for political reasons.

3. Take positive and meaningful steps to bring down
this high cost of living and find means of giving
relief to the over-burdened masses.

4. Deviate from the present policy of providing
employment for Government supporters and
adopt a reasonable and fair system of
employment for all.

s ePuw 09 MA» Ce FB4P cowWwd:
FUTITL & RN eussin L FS P g P :
Affidavit tabled :

I, VINCENT WIMALADHARMA KULARATNE of No. 51, Sir
Ernest de Silva Mawatha, Colombo 7 in the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka do hereby solemnly, sincerely and truly declare
and affirm as follows :

1. I am an Attorney-at-Law, Notary Public, Justice of the Peace
and an Unofficial Magistrate.

2. Tam a Vice-President of the Sri Lanka Freeedom Party.

3. I read in the news papers of the 29th October 1982 and
thereafter the proceedings of the debate on Emergency wherein
reference has been made to an alleged criminal conspiracy and a
move to terrorise the people in the event of Mr. Hector Kobbekaduwa
winning the Presidential Election.

4. The news paper reports also referred to a list of names said to
be those who were to have been appointed to places of importance in
the event of Mr. Hector Kobbekaduwa's success. My name has been
mentioned as the person who would have been appointed Chief
Justice of this country.

5. I state that 1 am unaware of any conspiracy to commit any
crime or to subvert democracy after the Presidential Election or of
any list or appointees to places of high positions and I varily believe
that my name has been mentioned due to false informations tendered
by a person or persons in order to embarrass as specially in the
context of my being an active practitioner in the legal profession and
appearing before the Courts and Tribunals in the Republic.

6. I state that I cherish the ideals of democracy and the
democratic form of Government and that I never believe in the
subversion of democracy by conspiracies or by any other unlawful
means.

7. I was a Member of the Presidential Commission appointed
under the Commission of Inquiry Act in the year 1972 to look into
certain matters relating to the University of Ceylon, Peradeniya and I
was also the Commissioner appointed on the 16th June 1975 to look
into “ ragging at the Vidyalankara Campus of the University of Sri
Lanka.
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8. 1 categorically state that I do not in any manner intend to
disrespect the authority of the Parliament, the Hon. Prime Minister or
any other Hon. Minister or any Hon. Member of Parliament by
making this declaration.

Affirmed to and signed at Colombo on
this second day of November One
Thousand nine hundred and eighty two.

Sgd. V. W. Kularatne,
Before me.

Sgd. Mahinda Ellepola,
Justice of the Peace.

& tm. 910

G8C ©BD Qo (DE2m ww Egm DOEM
G PRDEr)

(8w 8486 wihe — oai0srfe, deyesrear <y ¥R
GO YL FiT)

(Mr. Cyril Mathew—Minister

Scientiffic Affairs)

of Industries &

Mr. Speaker, firstly, I wish to comment on the view
expressed by the Hon. Leader of the oppostion when he
states that the Referendum is against the spirit of
democracy. I really wonder whether he understands
what democracy is. They come to this House and say
they oppose terrorism. Then they appoint Kuttimani as
a Member of this house to represent their party. They
oppose terrorism only in the newspapers. Terrorism does
not take place in Colombo or in newspapers. Terrrorist
acts are done in their villages. Why can they not go to
their villages, to their areas, to their electorates, and
preach to their people that they oppose terrorism ? Why
can they not invite the witnesses who saw the murder to
come and give evidence ? They dare not do that because
they are the people who first encouraged the youngsters
on the terrorist path. They dare not go back to their
electorates and make the same comments they make to
the papers against terrorism because they will be shot
the next day. This is the type of deceitful double-talk
they indulge in this House. It is time we called this
bluff. They say they oppose the Referendum because it
is against the spirit of democracy. They drive the
daylight out of human beings, they drive the spirit out
of human beings and yet they are talking of the spirit of
democracy. I do not want to waste any more time on
the TULF.

I am very happy about the position taken by the hon.
Member for Medawachchiya. He has at least realized
that his party is now being controlled by extremist
groups of Naxalite terrorists. They are of the same
breed as the JVP that started the insurrection in 1971,
I would like to ask the hon. Member for
Medawachchiya to take his mind back to 17th
November 1981.

0% @ 2Prfensfef 0 S e, ems PeFd
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DS SDSs

(FUTFTUST ojaui&EsT)

(Mr. Speaker)

Shall we be more careful in the use of words? In
your language be more parliamentary please.

£8¢F @58 Suvmy

(Bm. PA» wiHa)

(Mr. Cyril Mathew)

This is what I said on 17th November 1981, as
reported in Hansard, Column 555, I think this was in
the Debate on the Emergency.

“The hon. Member for Medawachchiya (Mr. Maithripala
Senanayake) matters little in this. The moment the son joins the
mother he will be flung out by his neck. ”

Then hon. Member, what did you say?

“ Mr. Maithripala Senanayake ;
Do not worry we will look after that. "

Now, I just want to remind you about this. We knew
exactly what was going to happen to the hon. Member
when he broke away from the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
and formed the Maithri-Group with the hon. Second
Member for Nuwara-Eliya-Maskeliya (Mr. Anura
Bandaranike). We are happy that, at least now you have
realised the dangers that will follow if you remained in
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party as it is constituted today.
Today, the Sri Lanka Freedom Party is no longer
controlled by the Bandaranaikes. Your Secretary, is in
the physical and financial control of Wijaya
Kumaranatunge.

ey Bodoww
(s ggai gmei)
(A Member)

Z3GEn !

R3¢ RS Eamy
(B 8P wsh)
(Mr. Cyril Mathew)
He was also known as Kewalage Wijaya Silva.

QY Heleam
(ymsggai SEHar)
(A Member)
His real name !

88¢ GHD Cumy,

(B 8BS wsBe)

(Mr. Cyril Mathew)

eguiEced Bdp EFD 228 (dur Bug BRed
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(Bm. Frfmen ofurréd — Qarapioy wranli
YOO FEFIT)

(Mr. Weerasinghe Mallimaratchi—Distriect Minister,

Colombo)

&LEud sememd el
HeDTE.

ey By glemnm

e OB comy
(B 886 wsfa)
(Mr, Cyril Mathew)

candi ennaRnes’e @ Bedx’en?

SéBotn T EDEEE o
{Q@ R rfms wadllorres)
(Mr. Weerasinghe Mallimaratchchi)

Q&

B3¢ @52 &amy

(B P& wsze)

(Mr, Cyril Mathew)
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(Mrs, Wimala Kannangara—Minister
Development)

Mr. Speaker, I am sorry that the hon. Second
Member for Nuwara Eliya-Maskeliya (Mr. Anura
Bandaranaike) is not here. He referred to a period of
transition. I think it is an old-fashioned idea in this
progressive, scientific and atomic age when we are
transplanting.

of Rurdl

This is the Fourth Amendment to the Constitution.
We are trying to amend it with this Bill. This
Constitution was framed in 1978 and in its system there
are certain worn-out parts. So, we are trying to remove
those unnecessary and worn-out parts and to do so we
are seeking a mandate from the people. This first
mandate is sought from the Representatives of the
people in this House to do this wonderful transplanting,
to amend the system provided in the Constitution, so
that it will be an impetus to the smooth working of the
mechanism of a democratic government.
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(Mr. Speaker)

Order, Please! The Deputy Speaker will now take
the Chair.
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Order, please. The Deputy Chairman of Committees
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEKER left the Chair,and MR.

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMITTEES (MR. EDMUND
SAMARAWICKREMA) took the Chair.
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* RATNAWEERA RELEASED ON Rs. 25,000 BAIL

Mr. H. G, S. Ratnaweera, consulting Editor of the * Aththa " and
8 leading member of the Sri Lanka Communist Party was yesterday
released on bail in Rs. 25,000 by Mr. T. Suntharalingam, Chief
Magistrate of Colombn *

G omds He 98 c@a cmam DEsTH
MOBZ*

dewd =B ewmemn eplen c¥wd, ¢® Sulm
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=188 ePrRddrdeunOd, ¢® odfedy Iz
88w Bé ey Bew. Je@atnl exncdd, cmd
@aBdd efens »Ey dad ¢dvwm § Heand.
e ¢ gOmm 8 Sedw'exy ? 1976 geg ¢ 8 O
¢ ‘Begly B Bie’ ' upecaw 08 BwdzIHE.
e®B o el Dudh 00 0dw *rmon BEEI®
= @58,

“ VETHECAN GUILTY : ONE YEAR'S JAIL AND FINE OF Rs.
30,250

Having regard to the status and position that the suspect had he
should have realised the seriousness of his acts ” said Mr. Justice G.
T. Samarwickrema Chairman of the Criminal Justice Comumission
(Exchange Frauds) yesterday sentencing Mr. Charles Vethecan,
attorney-at-law and a member of the Colombo Municipal Council to
one years’ simple imprisonment and imposing fines aggregating to Rs
30,250.

The Commission found Mr. Vetecan guilty of three out of four
charges of exchange control violation.”
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d)
RATNAWEERA RELEASED ON Rs. 25,000 BAIL
Mr. H. G. S. Ratnaweera, Consulting Editor of the “ Aththa ” and
a leading member of the Sri Lanka Communist Party was yesterday
released on bail in Rs. 25,000 by Mr, T. Suntharalingam Chief
Magistrate of Colombo.

Mr. Ratnaweerra had been remanded in connection with CID
investigations into alleged exchange control violations.

Mr. Rodney Aluwihare, ASP, CID said they had no objections to
the suspect being granted bail subject to certain conditions. Those
conditions were that he should not leave the island : not leave the
Municipal limits of Colombo without the prior written permision of
the CID; make himself available for further questioning when
required to do so; report to the CID at 12 noon every Saturday.

Mr. S. Nadesan, senior counsel for Mr. Ratnaweera, made
submissions to Court yesterday morning and stated that the court had
no jurisdiction to impose any of those conditions under the law. If the
CID had no objections to his client being relesed on bail, then the law
should be allowed to take its course.

Mr. Rodney Aluwihare who appeared with Inspector G. D. D.
Perera told Court that there was no need for the suspect to be kept in
detention any further.

Later, Mr. Priyantha Perera, senior state counsel, appearing for the
State said though the Stale was not conceding that court had no
jurisdiction to impose any conditions, it was not insisting on the first
three conditions but asking court to direct that the suspect report to
any police station in the island every other Monday commencing from
April, 25.

The Magistrate granted the suspect bail on his undertaking to abide
by this condition.
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VETHECAN GUILTY : ONE YEAR’S JAIL AND FINE OF Rs.
30,250

Having regard to the status and position that the suspect had he
should have realised the seriousness of his acts ” said Mr. Justice G.
T. Samarawickrema, Chairman of the Criminal Justice Commission
(Exchange Fraud) Yesterday sentencing Mr. Charles Vethecan,
attorney-at-law and a member of the Colombo Municipal Council to
one year’s simple imprisonment and imposing fines aggregating to Rs.
20,250.

The Commission found Mr. Vethecan guilty of three our of four
charges of exhange control violations.

The charges of which he was found guilty were (1) and (3) entering
into transactions for the buying and selling of foreign currency to the
value of 10,000 pounds and Rs. 8,250 respectively which involved the
conversion of currency at rates other than the authorised rates, (4)
buying foreign currency to the value of Rs. 8,250 from I Sirinivasa
who was not an authorised dealer and without the permission of the
Central Bank.

The Commission found Mr. Vethecan not guilty of the charge of
selling foreign currency to the value of 5,000 pounds to A. M. Thaha
and J. W. K. Jackson, as there was no evidence of such a sale and the
Director of Public Prosecutions did not press the charge at the

inquiry.

Mr, P. Navaratnarajah Senior Counsel for Mr. Vethécan, pleading
in mitigation said that the suspect was in custory for about a year,
There was no loss of foreign exchange except in regard to the
transaction which took place between Siriniwasan and the suspect.

Mr. Ranjit Abeysuriya Director of Public Prosecutions said that he
would be falling in his duty if he did not make one or two
observations. He thought it was his duty to reiterate those matters.
“Your honours have also found that this involves a sum of Rs. 10,000
pounds a transaction involving a possible conversion of 10,000 pounds
which is no means at all, as your honours observe to a person of Mr.
Thaha’s standing—even a person of the type of Mr. Thaha who was
engage in large and widespread transactions of this sort, it was to be
a bonanza for him.

“ The other matter is this was a purely commercial transaction in
which the suspect also intended to make a great deal of money. The
evidence indicates that this was not a transaction to tide over some
temporary personal difficulty or illness of a relative but this was a
deal in which the parties expected to make a large sum of money by
violation of exchange control.
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Order, Please ! Mr. Speaker will now take the Chair.
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Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OE COMMITTEES /eft
the Chair. and MR. SPEAKER took the Chair.
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“ The President said that a political contest was like any
competitive game or battle. Success goes to superior strategy and
better players. Napoleon’s strategy enabled him to win battle after
battie, and finally the battle of Austerlitz in the 19th century. After
that the Prime Minister of England said ‘ Roll up that Map of
Europe. You will not need it for 10 years’.

We are also contesting this elecdtion to win and at a time most
favourable to us. We intend to take advantage of all our opponents’
weaknesses as well as our own strength. We intend with the help of
our supperters to completely destroy the opposition politically. After
that I say to you, ‘ Roll up the Electoral Map of Sri Lamka. You will

r

not need it for another 10 years .

1082 ex»PER& 4
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Of course, Mr., Speaker, that statement of the
President is being reflected in this House today,
because we are now in the process of roling up the
electoral map of Sri Lanka, we will not need it at least
for this whole decade.

I saw a news item about two years ago saying that
the government is going to have a referendum, and that
the referendum is in the form of an election. This is
because the President got a vote of 52.9 per in the
election, and it is an endorsement of the United Naional
Party and the President,and therefore, the government
seeks to make out a case that there is some moral
justification for this extraordinary step that they are
taking. But what did the President and the principal
speakers of the government during that presidential
campaign say ? Did they say at any single meeting, “ If
you give me your vote, if you make me President again,
if you re-elect me, I propose to hold a referendum after
which the Parliamentary elections will not be held and
there wil be no more Parliamentary elections for the
next six years ?” Did he say that ? Can any Member
say that he said it because I never heard it. I do not
attend these meetings, but I read reports of meetings in
the newspapers. I want to quote from the “ Daily
News ” of 16th October 1982, This is what it says in
the top headline :

“ General Elections before Nov. '83, but. .”

Then he says :—
—*“ Let’s end walauwa bandyism first’ ",
Then it goes on to say :

“ President J. R. Jayewardene yesterday said that a general election
was due after the presidential election. It could take place any time
before November 1983, he told election meetings at Manana,
Kalawana, Nivitigala and Embilipitiya.

He said that, according to the constitution, members were chosen
according to the priority list of candidates submitted by the
recognized parties.”

Then he went on to say that some people do not like
the system. Therefore, he was examining the question of
altering the system and that the elections would be held
before November 1983. That is the promise that was
held out to the voters. Are you going to hold the
elections before November 1983 ?

03 e g Dwm
(8. i ACrugrs)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)
Yes.

séw D emPYeDwd Bumm

(B 15 apsGs @Causin)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

You are trying to hold the elections in August 1989.
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Mme. e e Sumy

(£ i GCrwgre)

(Mr, R. Premadasa)

May I answer that question ? That is a question that
we are going to ask the people at the Referendum. If
they say “no”, we will have the elections. It is very
simple.

3w W eMOGIIB Cumm
(B srs apsCs GQaat)
(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

I want to say this. After the Presidential Election
when the Members of the Cabinet went to the Cabinet,
they may have got the shock of their lives; I do not
know. Certainly some of the senior Ministers might
have known it, but the other Ministers knew nothing
until the President suddenly popped this out of the hat
and said that there is going to be a Referendum.

@i, ¢ g Qv

(;9@ ,__25-':". E-Qru:‘s.ra:)

(Mr. R, Premadasa)

Sir, there is nothing new in this. When nominations
were granted to every candidate they had to sign a
pledge, a similar pledge. In our party when nomination
was granted to each candidate he had to sign a similar
pledge, and this is followed even in the Soviet Union.
Here, I have the Constitution of the Soviet Union and
may I read it ?

835 M oMOLcDHD Coom

(,Q@ F I Gnlﬁ}"gr;z‘:_'@-ﬁmﬁm)

{Mr, Sarath Muttetuwegama)
I am not giving way.

@, el g Qumm

(‘Q\j ,;;]5-'1‘.". lfr?fa’_u'mlﬁﬂ'.;j

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

I will read from it when I reply.

ués W en0ScDa? Soom
(Q@ FrE @p;}rf&?g.’_ﬂ@ﬁs};eﬁm}
(Mr. Sarath Mutletuwegama)
You can do so after I finish with the Sri Lanka
Constitution. We are debating an amendment to the Sri
Lanka Constitution. '

a8, e @ Enon
(S5 gyt SCrwmre)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)

It is not very palatable !

@iy Qoyomdlelod Suvmw

(85 #15 qps0s Busw)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

If the Hon. Prime Minister wishes to amend the
Constitution of the Soviet Union, then he can go to the
Supreme Soviet and amend it. We are now concerned
with the Sri Lanka Constitution.

539D 1630

I want to say this : What is the rationalization in the
President telling them-1I feel sorry for these Ministers,
Sir-* Give me your resignations, all of you, and
cyclostyled letters were circulated by the Secretary to
the Cabinet to each of these Ministers at the Cabinet
Meeting. Mr. G. V. P. Samarasinghe went about
collecting the signatures with a golden pen it seems.

eeBemnBa Sl gmeNmy Omady

(ragfu sorflf re5efs opbsuH5)

(Dr. Ranjith Atapattu)

I object to this. I am the most junior Cabinet
Minister here. The President did not make the
suggestion. The suggestion came from someone else,
and every Cabinet Minister there agreed to it. There
was no question of anybody being shocked out of his
life. The President did not make the suggestion.

wdy gmonlOcDo® Samn

{(@@- Frg apsQs HRaustn)

(Mr, Sarath Muttetuwegama)

I will accept it. The Hon. Minister of Health is a
person whose word I am prepared to take on the
question, but it is such a lovely coincidence because the
President announced that there was going to be a
Referendum. The President said, “ We will have a
Referendum instead of an election.” The Members
endorsed that unanimously. Then some of the Ministers
said, “ Let us hand over our resignations to the
President ”, and fortuitously the Secretary to the
Cabinet, Mr. G. V. P. Samarasinghe, had the relevant
cyclostyled letters on which with the golden pen the
Ministers affixed their signatures.

So it was such a beautiful coincidence that it is too
good to be true-Not the statement of the Minister of
Health, but that it was not a pre-planned operation. I
am sure that is what happened. Some Minister made
the suggestion, and then the cyclostyled letters came
and they were signed and given.

Then the President went to a meeting at
Rambukkana, where the Minister of Social Services
was there—he must be sleeping now, but he will come
back to vote, I am sure-and your new friend, Mr.
Kalugalle was also there, and the President said. “ I am
going to have a Referendum”. After that only the
Working Committee endorsed it. The Working
Committee endorsed it in the night. At Rambukkana it
had already been said. So this democratic party, of
which the principal policy-making body is the Working
Committee, was pushed into a fait accompli which had
been announced to the country through the press and at
a public meeting in Rambukkana. Anyway the Working
Committee also adopted it. The following morning—I do
not know whether the same golden pen was available to
ordinary MPs, but they also signed that cyclostyled
letter.
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Dy Hobecs
{ ,__3:;;:-%55 & meud @@s}m‘)
(A Member)

A ball-point pex!

8o W emELeTo? Somm

(B #rg ops@s QGumarm)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

That is what happens. As we go down the ladder, Sir,
it comes to ball-point pens. It must have been that Orex
ball-point pen which is advertised frequently.

There was no date,it was an undated letter. One
Member, Sir, one Member did not have the guts to say,
I am not signing this demeaning letter, I am not
surrendering my self-respect ; sack me if you dare!”

That is the state to which we are come.

Then, Sir, the President started the process of
rationalising this Referendum. Then, on the 29th of
October, the papers say, the Government MPs endorsed
the Referendum. The President, the Prime Minister, the
powers that be were now rationalising the reason for
this Referendum. They said :

* There was no opposition to the proposal that all MPs should hand
in their resignations so that the Parliamentary group could be
re-constituted as necessary ".

& 88 cFtadsvg
HOBRS)
(8w -

ug;smm.f&xr}

(Mr. G, M, Premachandra—Deputy Minister of High-
ways)

Doy (Bowids Swm@&dae

BCrwssPr — QpBeser@osear Grd

GTLh.

DSENEaReB, Vewe s ne @y DD
ReDxto. 6D Oes" sg@; @dueTes?, gad g sufved
Qs B4 e guonesy. 299D 4B wsfey B,
c® 60 988wl cuxm wilxm UMHECHYPBD WN
el et B sl wedd 35‘:"@651@’0 IO QB
@ Beam 92, ¢2 e ™ <p::’\35 G3 mng & Beaxd
et @ed @D wedTEO Din 62 ETmTow L B

and. (hith HE)

&

sl @ emlieEald Cuom

(B ari apsOas FOusw)

{Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

& B 2ER w@md Ox'HIb& @ ew &Exfq
EmDMREC crwed gufesy @médeonm wzlen,
‘et e =0 guf mdxTm O -

DS NP
{ FLm mresi ﬁg‘raurf.ﬁc{'r )

(Mr, Speaker)

68w Tégeme udzins gl8un mdéxfx gl
D exed&.
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sl @Wemilecdald Sunmy
(Bon g aps0 s BHQasw)
(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

Then, Sir, the process of raticnalization for this
Referendum began. “ The President said he had been
confident of victory right along”. I am quoting from the
“ Daily News ” of Friday, 29th October 1982.

You, Sir, are in the fortunate position in not having
to sign the letter because you are in this exalted office
of Speaker. If you had not been Speaker but an MP for
Beruwala, your letter also would have been demanded.

DSNGD DD

(FLar Frssi e saer)

(Mr, Speaker)

Wili you leave me alone, hon. Member ?

uln @wenlocad Sum

(B #r5 apsOs GOam)

(Mr, Sarath Muttetuwegama)

On 29th October, the President said that this is the
reason for the Referendum. I am quoting from the
“ Daily News”

“ Now that the election was over they had to look ahead and it was
their view that continuing the present parliament would enable the

smooth working of the government. That was why the cabinet had
decided to call a referendum to extend this parliament ",

“ He said the same law would apply”.

Now that was the original basis of the argumentation
for the referendum : that it required a government
represented in this Parliament in this gigantic
numerical strength, to continue, what he called the
‘smooth working of the government’.

By the time it came to the 3rd of November, another
reason had emerged-not the smooth working of the
government. According to the “ Daily News ” of the 3rd
of November, the President was going to have this
Referendum because he said the UNP would have won
120 out of the 196 seats and the SLFP 68 seats if he
had gone for general elections. He did not mind that.
But he did mind having an anti-democratic, violent,
anarchist opposition. How could he allow political
hooligans ? They are the people who are talking of the
right of the voter to elect anybody whom he likes!
BRooligans ? Have not hooligans come here before ? This
is what the President says :

“ He could not allow political hooligans to enter Parliament in large
numbers

It is allright if they come in small numbers.

« And while wrecking democratic parliamentary procedures,
strengthen themselves to form their naxalite government at the next
election and the following also. The President also expressed his belief
that the democrats in the SLFP should be given time to assert their
authority and to gain control of their party "
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|uéwy @='enifelfod Swma)

Having got the resignation of his own party MPs, now
the President has extended his area to the SLFP. He
wants to elect for the SLFP, a leadership which he
approves of, he must approve of. The President was
originally for the smooth working of the government.
Now he has another reason : to prevent those hooligans
from coming here, the Naxalites from forming the next
government-I do not know whether my friend or my
other friend is in that democratic section—and to allow
the democrats in the SLFP to take control of their
party. That is how the President rationalizes this
process in a different context.

Now we come to the pre-referendum period. After
all, these are all foregone conclusions with this majority
in the House. It was a mere thing, because in the
morning or in the afternoon you read out the Supreme
Court verdict and it was by a whisker that the Supreme
Court decided that this could go-a four to three
decision. Anyway, it was all right. Now we have to
debate. Now we are in the pre-referendum period. How
is this being tackled by the Government ?

The Government says there has been a conspiracy to
kill His Excellency the President-the list is increasing
daily-the Prime Minister. One said, several Ministers.
The other day it was the Service Chiefs. Now it is my
good Friend, the hon. Member for Nuwara
Eliya-Maskeliya, I think Mrs. Bandaranaike also, the
hon. Member for Attanagalla. All of them are to be
taken into custody.

So I want to ask you, a Government which has just
concluded and won a Presidential election and got 52
per cent of the vote, in a country where politics is
patronage and patronage is politics, in a country like
this where the people have to go to the rulers to get
every little thing done, when they put out a story like
this that there is a conspiracy, that the Presidential
candidate of the SLFP is summoned to the “ Forth
Floor,” that Vijaya Kumaranatunga and his wife are
summoned to the “ Forth Floor ” that some other fellow
is already in the Rock House at Mutuwal, what is the
whole aim of this ? To create a situation in which the
ordinary rank and file of the SLFP frightened, put into
a situation where he is incapacitated, where he will not
come out and work. That is the condition which they
want to create. This is like, Sir, in Louis Carol where
there is a saying that the king said :

“I will be judge and I will be jury,” said the cunning old fury, * I
will try the old horse and sentence them to death.”

The conspiracy is on. In * Alice in Wonderland ’, they
first gave the judgement and then proceeded to try the
accused. It is an ‘ Alice in Wonderland ’ situation here.
The courts have not heard anything about this but the
newspapers have tried these Naxalities and found them

88285703
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guilty. Now, Tyrrel Gunatilleke, the old friend of all
inquiries is back inquiring. I will not say anything about
it. Anyway, he is now inquiring into this.

Everyday in this House the Communist Party is being
dragged into this. Why ? We worked for the SLFP
candidate. Sir, I want to trace the history of this,
because there is a lot of misunderstanding being given
to this matter. We, the Communist Party are opposed to
this Government and we make no bones about that. We
wanted to defeat this Government. So, the moment the
Presidential Election was announced we put forward the
proposal that all opposition parties, regardless of their
political ideals, regardless of the differences between
them should put forward a common candidate, around
whom the mass of the anti-UNP voters could gather,
and seek to defeat the President at the election. We
carried on a consistent campaign for this purpose. We
discussed with the other parties unilaterally, bilaterally
and together with the same purpose, but we could not
achieve that purpose. So, when we could not achieve
that purpose, on the 17th of September after the
nominations, when we knew the line-up of candidates,
our party’s Central Committee met and decided that we
support the candidate who has the best chance of
defeating the UNP. Therefore, we supported Mr.
Kobbekaduwa. We put our whole effort into the
campaign. That was certainly true, but to accuse us
that we wanted to make him the President, wring is
neck and drag him out was the furtherest thing from
the minds of anybody.

I want to say another thing, the Hon. Prime Minister
has said many things about Mr. H. G. S. Ratnaweera
very unfairly, using the Privileges of this House. The
District Minister for Colombo said that Mr.
Ratnaweera was a man who has been convicted of
exchange fraud when he was not even charged. He was
taken in for investigation and was released, and nothing
happend. Then Sir, the story was that he was to have
been the Chairman of Lake House, Mr. V. W,
Kularatne was to be made Chief Justice, and some
Person called Nimal Siripala Silva was to be made the
Attorney-General. These are all stories. May be that
some of those appointments might have been
contemplated. But, I want to say on behalf of the
Communist Party, and I have the fullest authority of
Mr. Ratnaweera to say, that at no stage was it ever
contemplated by Mr. Ratnaweera to be at any time the
Chairman of Lake House. I also want to say from this
House to the Country that, as far as the Communist
Party is concerned it is our position that we had no
intention and we will have no intention in the future of
taking any office of any sort in a government led by the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party,

Having said that, I want to say one thing more in this
context, that is a statement which I have been asked to
make by another person, in respect of a statement made
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by the Hon. Prime Minister during the course of the
Debate on the Emergency. The Hon. Prime Minister
mentioned that it was some information that he has got
from somebody and that Mr. Premasiri Khemadasa had
been drunk-as he said in Sinhalese,

“mm®gw Beef B " —at the Chinese Embassy and that
Mr. Khemadasa had said, “ You will see what we will
do to the President and the Prime Minister ”. I have a
statement from Mr. Khemadasa that it is not true, that
whoever reported this to the Hon. Prime Minister has
reported an inaccuracy and a lie, and that he was
neither drunk nor did he say anything. I wanted to say
that because he wanted this to be said for the purpose
of the record.

any Beleww

( yias S gaui el )

(A Member)

Were you there ?

wly W emdOola® Euumm

(Bon #76 apgGs FToumin)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

1 was not there. I am only saying what he said.

@S, e Cgwm o,
(. i ST sTT)
{Mr. R, Premadasa)
You are appearing as a lawyer ?

87 @Wemndgeleal Sovm

(B #rg apsEs BOauasw)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

You were not there, I was not there. Somebody told
you, and he told me. So, I am only saying what ne told
me and you are only saying what somebody told you.

@l ey @qu gwmy

(B i GCringres)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

And that somebody has made a statement to the
police.

el @ emdPetad Tumnt

(ﬁ@ F T .:50;‘5@‘&5;'@9@515)

(Mr, Sarath Muttetuwegama)

May be ; the Hon. Prime Minister knows that there
are thousands of false complaints made to the police.

g8, o Qg Som

(B i ACrngre)

(Mr. R. Premadasa)

And thousands of false representations are made by
lawyers ?

alén @wenllePal Cum
(B arg aps0zs  BGausn)
(Mr, Sarath Mutteluwegama)
Of course !

1982 exnTi8R& 4
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Sy Hodowwy
(yms s st emaul)
(A Member) '

On instructions.

séw @ emd9eDad Tunmm
(B #rg aps@s QCausw)
(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

That may be false but lawyers make representations
on instructions of clients.

@d, o Cgs oM

(B 7. GCruwgrs)

{Mr. R. Premadasa)

I thought you are appearing here not as a lawyer but
as a representative of your people. But I can
understand, because you have been rejected by your
people and now you are here in the guise of a lawyer.

uémy W emdQetald Suvmm

(B #08 ap S5  BRaisw)

(Mr, Sarath Mutletuwegama)

I do not want to get into an argument in these things.
There is no point.

As T said, Sir, that is the build-up towards the
Referendum, the pre-Referendum period. We are
dealing with conspiracies, we are dealing with these
situations where the SLFP people are being taken to the
CID, the newspaper of the Communist Party has been
sealed, and in this context we are asked to prepare for
a Referendum.

Now, Sir, the justification for the Referendum is that
anything is all right provided you get the approval of
the people. That is what the Government feels about
the matter; that is why they are going for a
Referendum. I want to ask the Government a question.
Why did not the Government hold another Referendum
to extend the term of the President ? That is also
democratic, because it is going to the people before the
Presidential Election. You are telling the people of this
country ; “ For six more years His Excellency is going
to be in power. Beware all those who work against him !
Papers will be closed ; you will be taken to the CID and
questioned. Conspiracy cases will be filed. The people
who are against him beware!” And in that situation
you are going to have a Referendum. -

Sir, is that the most democratic background in which
to hold this Referendum ? It is most crucial to the
entire question of human liberties, civil liberties in this
country. Is this the way in which this question is going
to be agitated before the people within a matter of four
weeks from now ? Let us leave the constitutional aspect
of this aside. The Constitution certainly enables you to
have a Referendum.
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The Hon. Minister of Trade asked whether anybody
was against the institution of a Referendum. Of course
not ! Who is against the institution of a Referendum ? It
is the purpose for which the Referendum is used. The
Constitution when it was written specified that a
Referendum must be held to extend the life of
Parliament. What is the situation it contemplates ? It is
a situation of national emergency. It is a situation
where they say there is a war going on in the countries
involved, some situation in which there is a national
calamity. In those situations you extend by
Referendum.

To extend the life of the first Parliament—look at the
immorality of it. The first Parliament, as it is under the
1978 Constitution, was elected under the old electoral
system. The President himself and you yourselves have
condemned that system and said that it is not a
representative system. Under that system, you
yourselves know, you would have had in this House only
about 90 Members at the best—(Interruption). All right.
Not more than that. I calculated once, but I do not
have the figures now. Let us say about 95 Members.
You would not have had the two-thirds majority in this
House to pass this Constitution. On the basis of
representation on the 1977 results, you would not have
had the Members necessary to pass your Constitution in
this House. However, be that as it may; I am not
complaining. You had the election under that system.
You got the two-thirds, and you drafted the new
Constitution. Now you are seeking to extend that
Parliament for another six years. Now, Sir, what was
the new Parliament envisaged for the next six years
going to be ? It was going to be a Parliament of 196
Members. You need therefore about 130 Members to
comprise in that Parliament a two-thirds majority, on
your own results.

Let us take the results that you got in the
Presidential Election. You will repeat it in the
Parliamentary Elections ! Let us take it as at that date.
What would be your number in that Parliament of
196 ? You will have 112 Members. I have calculated it
district by district. You would have 112 Members. It is
no enough to muster two-thirds.—(Interruption.) All
right we will take it at 120, but it is still below the
two-thirds required to amend the Constitution. You are
now secking in the context which I have described in
the context of fear and in the context of complete
immobilization of the major party in the Opposition, to
hold this Referendum, to really work an electoral push,
an electoral coup d’etat, and get yourselves in the
situation where you are going to have, in the next six
years also, a five-sixths majority in this House.

Furthermore, the hon. Leader of the Opposition
pointed out that the five-sixths also is not five-sixths of
Members who are necessarily elected by the people.

SlGola k)
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They are people who have resigned voluntarily, or under
compulsion, we do not know. If they say voluntarily, let
us accept it. To the leader of the party—he may be the
most benevolent man-you are giving the power to
dispose of these 140 odd Members, when and how he
pleases, on any date, one by one. Tomorrow there will
be one, the day after another, after the Referendum one
or two ; in January another two, and so on and so forth,
and he can get in-the names are being mentioned—these
so-called technocrats. I expected when technocrats were
coming, that some computer scientists and some really
good people were coming in. I do not want to mention
the names that are being bandied about. Some are
wonderful technocrats ! Anyway, that is your problem.
You will go, and we will be faced with technocrats.
That is their problem.

Now, I am asking you, is that correct because there
is another very serious implication in this ? I was told
that the working committee of the UNP-not the
working committee of the UNP but that at the annual
general meeting of UNP either in 1980 or 1981, they
passed a resolution-I am speaking subject to
correction ; if it is not so, I accept it. I was told that
they passed a resolution that if it becomes necessary for
this House within the period of the first Parliament to
elect a President-supposing the President resigns—-then
this is the electoral college to elect the President during
the period of the first Parliament. I was told that at one
of the sessions the UNP passed a resolution that the
Parliamentary Group alone would not be able to decide
that matter, that it would have to be the Parliamentary
Group in conjunction with the working committee, and
that by secret ballot. You who signed your letters of
resignation so voluntarily, must you do the election of
the President secretly ? And why give it to the working
committee ? This is the electoral college, and the
electoral college is denied the right, if need be, to
choose the President, the Presidential candidate. What
is more, by this Referendum you will be allowing this
Parliament, if there is a vacancy-if His Excellency
decides to resign ; still we are in the first Parliament,
till 1989 it is extended—you will be allowing this
Parliament, after consulting the working committee by
secret ballot to elect the President. That was not
contemplated at the time of framing the Constitution.
This was not going to be the electoral college after
1983. It is the people, whom you are always talking of
going to. But that is being subverted, that whole
process, and the working committee, in the secret
ballot, will instruct you, with the resignation letters
somewhere, “ Vote like this ” “ Vote like that ” and so
on. Those are the problems in the Referendum and the
extension of Parliament, and a number of other matters
too come into this question.

Then you say there is going to be a Referendum.
What is it that the people are being really asked ? I
agree with the Hon. Minister of Trade that some of
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these matters should be canvassed before the people at
a Referendum. But what I am saying is that this is not
the atmosphere in which to do it. You have not created
the atmosphere in which to do it. You are rushing this.
I told the Hon. Minister of Finance when he did that
three-in-one operation the other day-there were three
Bills in one : the Loans Bill, the Treasury Bill and the
Vote on Account-we are now in a three-in-one society.
In Parliament also we are again in a three-in-one
proportion. I told the Hon. Minister of Finance, if the
Government wanted they could have held the
Referendum in January. This Parliament lasts till
August 1983, and instead of sitting here in the middle
of the night discussing referenda, you could have been
discussing the Budget. Why did you not do that?
Because you wanted to use this situation, this
atmosphere—the post-Presidential Election euphoria and
the post-Presidential Election conspiracy talk to win this
Referendum.

What are you going to ask the people to do in this
situation ? You are telling the people ; surrender your
right to elect representatives for six years; surrender
your right to select your MP; give that right to one
particular individual. He will appoint, he will dismiss,
and he will have the letter in this pocket. That is what
you are asking them to do. And you are trying to say
that that is something within the spirit of the
Constitution, Never mind whether it is within the letter
of the Constitution. It is certainly within the letter of
the Constitution. But if you say that it is within the
spirit of the Constitution, then I can only say that that
is a position I fully disagree with. Those are the
problems. Sir, that this Referendum is going to raise.

There are a number of other matters. There are one
million more registered voters since 1977. One million
or ten lakhs. Of a total vote of 80 lakhs, 10 lakhs are
new eighteen-year old votes. They are an insignificant
minority in the 80 lakhs. If the older people decided
that they want to extend the life of this Parliament, in
spite of the fact that the 10 lakhs of young people
decide not to because they want to elect their House,
the 10 lakhs of new eighteen-year old votes will be
drowned. Let us assume that all 10 lakhs want to elect
their Members. The older people, the people who have
voted earlier, will be 70 lakhs and those 10 lakhs will be
drowned even if they want to elect Members of
Parliament of their choice. Those people will be
disenfranchised, as it were. If they vote against the
Referendum, if they vote “ no ” in the Referendum, but
still the 70 lakhs vote “ yes ”, those 10 lakhs of people
who are coming into the voting register for the first
time in a Parliamentary election will be deprived of
their right to elect Members of their choice. That is
another aspect of the matter. But there are so many
other things. I do not want to get into the question of
the constitutionality of this Referendum, because
constitutionally this is possible. It is legally possible.
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It would have been very interesting, Sir, if their
Lordships of the Supreme Court, the seven Judges, had
the time to put both viewpoints, the viewpoint of the
majority of the court and the viewpoint of the minority
of the court before the country. I wish they would do it
some day, even if it is after the Referendum. In the
first place, it would be an interesting bit of legal
information to go into the annals of the Law Reports.
The other thing is the political side—as to what the
judges thought why four of the judges thought in one
way and why the other three judges thought in another
way. Unfortunately, this was one of those urgent bills
and they had to send in their opinions their judgment in
48 hours.

DS N

{ FLT BTLIST c@;aurf.fﬁdr )

(Mr. Speaker)

Shall we avoid commenting on the conduct of the
Judges of the Supreme Court ?

s @ emnBheRan® Suvmm

(B erg apsPs GGas)

(Mr, Sarath Muttetuwegama)

I am not commenting on it. I am not commenting on
the judgment.

DSZNEDHE

{ FLim 5ir i i Bar )

(Mr. Speaker)

About what the judges did ?

wlm @ eliednd Gum

(B srd apd0s Bhausw)

{Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

No. What the judges did you read out. I am only
saying that if we knew the reasoning it would have been
educative for us—for you, for us and for all the voters.
That is all T am saying.—(Interruption.) It is not a
comment. Anyway, this is not meant to be derogatory of
the judges or in praise of them. I am only saying that it
is something we would have been happy to know-the
two viewpoint, both the country and all of us. That is
all.

D TN EDDE
(&L prwEi ayau i i)
(Mr. Speaker)
What you say may be given a different interpretation.
Please avoid it.

wéy @ emOUeEnd Pvwm

(S #55 apdGs B0wsw)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

Those are the matters which I wanted to bring to
your notice. I want to say about this Referendum,
whether you win it or not, as for me and my party, we
are opposed to this. We will oppose it whole heartedly
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as much as we opposed you in the Presidential Election.
We have called upon all political parties opposed to the
United National Party, irrespective of their differences,
to come on a common platform, to campaign together
on a common platform, on the question of the
Referendum.

Whether you win it or not is not the point. But there
are new layers of public opinion that are ganging up
against the Government on this issue. Informed public
opinion, sections of the Buddhist clergy, sections of the
Church, because the Church is well aware of what
happened in Asian countries like the Phillippines where
Sisters lead domonstrations against the
government—(/nterruption.) nuns led the demonstrations
against the government—

0. AW EE g ¢ Snmm

(B orar. Qerfar QuiemenQir)

(Mr. N. Denzil Fernando)

Who gave you the certificate to say that the Church
is against it ?

ulw YW emdUeDad Tomm
(B #5535 @psQs GQastn)
(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)
Am I to get it from you ?

0w, e B¢ smsYe Sovmw

(8. eren. Qer@ér Quid emanCrrr )

(Mr: N. Denzil Fernando)

Not from me. I m asking who gave you the
certificate ?

aly @ emBeal Camn

(B =55 apsQs Gasn)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

Even I have informed sources of information than the
hon. Member for Negombo (Mr. Denzil Fernando) as to
the activities of the Church. Fr. Tissa Balasuriya is one.
He is a Catholic priest. Is there anything wrong with
it ?

What I was saying is that there are sections which
are coming up. I have watched, and all of us have
watched, the last few days the process the Government
has set afoot-the speech of His Excelency the
President at Anuradhapura about destroying the
political parties. The work is afoot. I do not know at the
time we go to the election which party will be in which
shape, but I want te say that if you think, by getting
some people to come on to your side and by getting
some people on your platform, you can keep on winning,
then you will suddenly realize that once in a way, the
pitcher goes to the well once too often.

e:88c8 T md
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dBC VP8.n Pwwy (eUWn Oy ™
AR @ @RBDS B AuSW EIBYS)

(B poile  dérnfbap—@Qeret  oyavaassr,
Garfioariliy gemwismb awdll symios s i)

(Mr. Ranil Wickremasinghe—Minister of Youth
Affairs & Employment and Minister of Education)

Mr. Speaker, I do not want to take too much time,
but I thought I should say a few words after the hon.
Member for Kalawana has spoken because, as you
know, the Communist party of Sri Lanka, like most
Communist parties in the world, have a Jekyll and
Hyde personality. The hon. Member for Kalawana has
to be the Dr. Jekyll and he has to make the defence.
Unfortunately Mr. Hyde is not here. I know personally
that the hon. Member is opposed to many of the policy
decisions which the party has taken, but it is such a
democratic party that he is carrying out what they say.

I was also very impressed by the talk of the internal
democracy of the United National Party. The majority
of our Working Committee, representing the
organizational section of the party consists of
parliamentarians. The parliamentary group represent
the elected members of the party.

Our work is done in the open. We have our sessions.
Our accounts are audited, and he is free at any time, if
he does not want to join us, at least to come as an
observer.

Of course, they have now pleaded, Dr. Jekyll has now
pleaded in self-defence that this Government is heading
for a dictatorship. In the first instance, we would have
first preferred a detailed denial of what has been said of
the Ccmmunist party of Sri Lanka in this House.
Instead of that, like a man who is charged with murder
says, “I did it in self-defence ”, or tries to give some
other circumstances to make the crime less serious, now
they say the Government is heading for a dictatorship,
and the main evidence is the speech His Excellency
made in Anuradhapura about rolling up the electoral
map in Sri Lanka.

The hon. Member for Kalawana referred to the
famous remark which the younger Pitt made after the
battle of Austerlitz. We have seen before the electoral
map of Sri Lanka, being rolled up in 1956 when the
late Mr. S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike created a political
upset and the forces which brought him into power
continued to be the major political force of this country
till 1977 with sole exception of five years, in which the
UNP ruled together with certain other parties. We
would like to do the same thing electorally. We are
asking the people, “ We are going on a certain course,
we are going ahead on a policy of development, which
the country wants. Kindly give us the same type of
mandate, which you gave Mr. Bandaranaike and his
successors.” Is there anything wrong in that ? Is there
anything wrong when His Excellency calls you, the

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



1643

members of the Opposition parties, to discuss with you
the constitutional changes that should take place ? He
puts forward some ideas, he listens to their views and
one or two are implemented. This is the normal
procedure in democracy. But consultation is an
unknown practice in the Soviet Union, where in their
own party itself a gun is-pointed at you. But certainly it
is the normal practice in democracy, and dissenting
opinion is heard. Of course, in the Soviet Union
dissenting opinion if any, is heard from the Lubianka
Prison. But it is not sv here in Sri Lanka. I was more
amazed to think of the way in which they are harassing
the interllectuals. In 1970, when the thugs of the SLFP
and the Communist Party set fire to the library of the
Lake House, what was the hon. Member for Kalawana
(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama) and the Communist
Party doing? When books were being set on fire?
Hitler was the first to set libraries on fire. It was
organized by the political parties of this country, led by
people like Mr. Anil Munasinghe, who would have been
the Finance Minister under Mr. Kobbekaduwa. When
they were setting a library on fire, which contained
newspapers from the year 1835, what did these great
defenders, intellectuals do 7 Maybe, at this late hour of
t:c:t night the Communist Party would have forgotten all
this.

Sir, sometimes we are being told that, on the one
hand we are doing away with the franchise, and on the
other, the referendum is a legitimate instrument. We
talk about 50 vears of franchise- SCtH3E®
cemda g O mi PIDS &£8d:. -The
referendum is called a legal instrument, 1 can
understand that. As the Hon. Minister of Trade said,
when democracy was first started—it was first started in
the ancient city of Athens—it was direct democracy with
the people themselves participating. I think even if you
analyze the speech of the Lord Buddha, the discourse of
Lord Buddha to King Ajasath about the practices of the
Vajjians, when he asked whether the Vajjians
assembled peacefully, whether they discussed
peacefully, I think reference was made by the exalted
one most probably to that type of assembly which was
known even in the Ganges valley. Even in central
Switzerland you find that. Still there are three
cantonments in Switzerland, where they have not got a
Canton parliament but there is also a popular assembly
of the people who meet twice or thrice a year to discuss
legislative matters ; this is a common practice. This is
how democracy started.

Again, in the mid nineteenth century, the referendum
has been brought in, and today it is there in so many
countries like Australia, Ireland, France, and ltaly. In
Belgium after the war, there was a referendum to
decide whether the former king should stay on on the
throne or whether they should have a new king. It was
the same thing in Italy, where they decided to have a
referendum to decide whether they should have a
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republic or whether tney should continue with the

monarchy, and they built it into the Italian
Constitution. Se, what is wrong with that? What I
mean is, we are not depriving anyone of the franchise.
In fact, it is a limiting factor on the power of the
parliament and the power of the people is held supreme
and the old idea of the sovereignty of Parliament, when
parliament was supreme,-that means the Queen, the
House of Lords and the House of Commons-has given
way to the idea of the supremacy of the people. Even in
Britain you would find the referendum being accepted.
I think all said and done even Article 5 of the Soviet
Constitution says, major matters of State shall be
submitted to nationwide discussion and put to a popular
vote. Here they come and say that we are doing away
with the franchise! All that we have done is to
incorporate the manner of franchise. (Interruption) Yes,
they have the power to recall the Deputies also. When
our President tries to do it, no! When Brezhnev does it,
it is quite all right. I do not know how they judge these
matters, but certainly, Mr. Speaker, if you look at
Article (3) of our Constitution which defines the
sovereignty of the people, which includes the power of
franchise, and Article (4) which defines referendum and
the power of franchise.

All we are asking the people of this country to do is
to decide for themselves whether they want this
Parliament to continue in power for another six years or
whether they want an election. If they want an election
we will hold elections. We have thrown that matter
open to the people. Then, we find various organizations
like the C.R.M. passing resolutions saying this is
anti-democratic, that it is against the International
Convention of Human Rights—for the people to use
their right ! If they are against this Parliament being
given an extension, all they must do is to go and tell
that to the people. And the Hon. Minister of Transport
said that the C.R.M. was a Communist Front
organization, which was disputed by the hon. Second
Member for Nuwara Eliya-Maskeliya. I would like to
tell this. Civil Rights movements issue statements to
protect civil rights, but not on all issues like the
American Union of civil Liberties, where they go and
defend anyone whose civil rights are being transgressed.
The Civil Rights Movement of Sri Lanka is an
association of individuals who are sympathetic towards
the Communist Party and towards socialism or what
they prescribe. And they have always sought to defend
the rights of those parties. Whenever they think the
fundamental liberties of the left movement are
infringed, they come and protest. They have never
protested when our civil rights were infringed ! When
there was an emergency which prohibited the meetings
of the UNP, when the 18 organisers were locked up.

I think the Minister was not wrong when he called it
4 Communist Front organization. About sealing of the
“ Dawasa ", they never complained. When our leading
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candidate in the Jaffna DDC elections was shot, they
did not complain. This was a device at that time, when
the SLFP government was having repressive policies
and the Members of the left movement, some of them,
were rebelling against it, the C.R.M. was set up so that
they could be kept within the fold. Of course, a large
number did not follow the C.R.M. They preferred the
United National Party which was fighting for the
liberties of the people. I know this. I know that they
never allowed any member with views which were not
in accordance with their political views to join the
C.R.M. Not a single person who has voted for the UNP
has ever been allowed to join it. They were kept out.
(Interruption). Even if my father is there it does not
make any difference. My uncle’s political views are not
my political views and that does not make it
representative. That does not make it a common
organization. After all, will you join the LSSP because
your father-in-law is there ? You did not even support
your own father-in-law as Presidential candidate. So,
kindly sit down. I am not supporting my uncle’s views.
My uncle is the Bishop of Kurunegala. His views are
well known. He is in that group.

GO YW eMOPePO Swmm
(Bon erg apgQs @Qasw)
(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)
Is he a Communst ?

SBCE B@B.mn Tmm
(B pooller aldrieFman)
(Mr. Ranil Wickremasinghe)
What is wrong ?

No one has said he has voted UN.P. and that
confirms my view that this is an organization of people
who are sympathetic to them. It was set up for that
purpose. All the people who were dissatisfied with the
repressive policies of the S.L.F.P. government at that
time could be kept in the fold. Not my uncle, even if
my father was there I would still say the same thing. I
would like to ask the hon.Member for Kalawana
whether he is going to change his views because his
father-in-law is in the L.S.S.P.? Whether he deserted
him. Your father-in-law of the L.S.S.P. does not
become U.N.P. because he contested against Mr.
Kobbekaduwa also. That is what you are trying to say.
I do not say that about my uncle. But just because your
father-in-law also happened to be one of the candidates
in the election your party paper blackguarded him as
being an agent of the UN.P. Do you accept that ?

Before you get on to anyone else’s relations, kindly
get up and tell me whether you accept the “ Aththa ”
editorial in which your father-in-law was called a tool of
the U.N.P. ? He is silent ! He is silent on this. What the
Hon. Miniser of Transport says is correct. Who is
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controlling this ? Dr. S. A. Wickremasinghe’s daughter
and son-in-law. I know both of them well. What are
their political views ? What about the other members ?
Who is Tissa Balasuriya ? He is not even a priest today !
He is disowned by the Church! Some of these people
are being financed by front organizations of the Soviet
Union. That is what I am coming to now.

Why are we having this Referendum ? As the hon.
Members of the Opposition pointed out, His Exceilency

said that we will have elections. That is what we all

hoped to do. The hon. Member for Kalawana said that
all of a sudden we had to change course, we decided to
have a Referendum. I think the reason is there if you
look at what the hon. Second Member for Nuwara
Eliya-Maskeliya (Mr. Anura Bandaranaike) said. He
said that there must be an alternative party, a
democratic party, in this country because that is not
there today.

As the other hon. Members of the Government
pointed out, it is to continue with the smooth working of
the government that we had to ask for a Referendum
from the people. Of course, the final choice is with
them. Do you want to extend the life of this Parliament
and give a mandate or do you want to have elections ?
We are asking the people to decide. Why do we want to
continue ? There is a reason. When we say we want to
continue the smooth working of the government, we
cannot have disruptions with the type of groups
commonly described as Naxalites.

The hon. Member of the SLFP say that they are a
centrist party. But what do some of their so-called
leaders do today ? They claim that they are a left party.
Their Parliamentary Group says, “ We are a centrist
party ”. The Parliamentary Group is correct. That is
what their supporters want. But they have been taken
over. That is the crux of the matter.

Now, are we going to allow a group of thugs to get
into Parliament ? (Interruption) It mag§ be common to
them because they were in this House with people who
were burning vans and houses and getting people shot
by the police in 1971. They are called Naxalites
because that is the common word used in this country
for people who use violence and who are for anarchy.
That is what is happening. Naxalites is the term
commonly used here. The hon. Member for
Attanagalla, if not for our victory, both you and I would
have been in the same grave ! At least because of our
victory both of us are in the same House. The hon.
Member for Attanagalla was even threatened. In his
own household there were others who voted for the
UNP. We know what is happening in this country. That
is why we are trying to have a Referendum. Are you
going to allow people to make use of this Assembly to
establish a dictatorship ? After all, how did the Fascists
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come to power ? Hitler and his group of thugs got into
the German Parliament and then without an election
captured power. Is that the way we also want to go?

In the SLFP, internal disputes took place, the hon.
Member for Medawachchiya and a certain group
forming one organization and others forming another
organization. And as some Member said, some of the
best orgnizers of the SLFP came along with the hon.
Member for Medawachchiya. Then within the SLFP,
with Mrs. Bandaranaike a reorganization took place.
Into" this came Vijay Kumaratunga, the actor of the
group. He as an actor had contacts with various people,
some people of the underworld, some who ran shady
businesses. He brought various thugs. The whole of the
Nittambuwa meeting was not controlled by the
members of the SLFP. It was controlled by thugs. And
slowly these elements took over the Party and others
were shunted aside. The people who worked for the
SLFP for years were pushed aside and people like
Bombapala, Kochchikade Sunil. Jayakody
Wickremasinghe—only Maru Sira was missing—and
Gilman Silva came in. All of them were coming in
there. Suda, IRC, is inside Rosmead Place, while the
hon. Member for Attanagalla is outside, he having been
the Deputy Minister of Defence. There are large
numbers who have got in. Vijaya Kumaratunga and
like-minded people built up this group of people who
were prone to violence. Violence was used even I think
in the house of the Second Member for Nuwara
Eliya-Maskeliya. Certain other members of the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party had to undergo this violence, and
this group took over, and into the politbureau came
their own nominees, not members of Parliament, not
people like the member for Kotmale, whatever the
political difference 1 have with him. Some People call
him Kalu Albert, but he is not that. They were all left
out and this group took over the Politbureau of the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party. Then they started appointing
people of their own choice as organizers of the Sri
Lanka Freedom Party, at which stage the Second
Member for INuwara Eliya-Maskeliya returned to the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party Sirimavo Bandaranaike
faction, and a fight took place between the older people
and the new people to take over.

It was in this situation that the Communist Party of
Sri Lanka saw an ideal opportunity of coming in, and of
creating a situation which would have been to their
advantage of finally taking over the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party over a period of time, because it has not got the
organization we have. You all rely more on the personal
contact of the MPs in the electorates, and what is left
of your Pancha Maha Bala Wegaya. That was the
period of time when the Communist Party people were
infiltrating into the Sri Lanka Freedom party.

In that situation this Government decided to have
Presidential Election. Hector Koobbekaduwa was made
the presidential candidate. With that the Communist

8-A 66512 (82/11)
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Party, which had always been against Mrs,
Bandaranaike’s SLFP, decided to come and join them.
After all, who was Mr. Hector Kobbekaduwa ? He is
the person who attacked the hon. Member for
Medawachchiya, when he left the SLFP in an open
letter for being with Mrs. Bandaranaike. He said “ I am
with Mrs. Bandaranaike.” He attacked them. The
Communist Party joined them. What did they see ? An
opportunity of taking over the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party, of ousting the democratic-minded elements. That
is the conspiracy they started.

Then how were they going to win this election ? They
thought they will first use violence. They roused the
hatred, passions of the SLFP supporters. So this big
campaign started, master-minded by the Communist
Party. Whatever Ratnaweera and K. P. Silva may have
told the Member for Kalawana, I say that Ratnaweera
and K. P. Silva were two of the main people who were
responsible for this. What was their campaign?

I think the Hont Prime Minister pointed out.
* et mEd ¥ @—cHmend EF—ethmend

o még—cd @8, ¢ @B« Everyday
in cheir papers they were virtually whipping up passions
and urging the people to resort to violence. Read their
editorials. Day after day this is what they did. They
distributed leaflets. This gave the line to “ Dinakara ”
and Dinakara ” also followed it. “ Dinakara * did not
have the brains. The brains were not in “ Dinakara.”
They may not have been thugs, but politicl idiots. The
brains came from behind-from the Communist Party.
Then they started rousing the people. They started this
famous ration-book campaign in the last minute to
swing the electorates over-not merely to swing the
electortes over.

If on the first count the UNP did not get a majority
there would have been violence in the country. We
know that because we had to go into the counting
centres. I am asking the hon. Member for
Attanagalla—whom did Vijaya Kumaranatunga bring to
the count? What was the type of people who were
found there ? Look at the difference between the people
whom the hon. Member for Attanagalla brought and
the people whom Vijaya Kumaranatunga and crowd
brought for their counts. You could see the old SLFP
and the so-called new SLFP. They thought they had
opportunity. They thought they had won the election.
They misjudged the situation. They appointed their
cabinet. Though they said Mrs. Bandaranaike’s civic
rights were going to be restored, they had no intention
of doing so. That is why Mrs. Bandaranaike had gone to
prey with the Bodhi poojas, because she also can keep a
whip on it. If they won, Mrs. Bandaranaike would have
been under house arrest and disposed of after some
time—disposed of with her civic rights, Her son would
have been disposed of much ealier with the rest of us,
and the hon. Member for Attanagalla (Mr. Lakshman
Jayakody) also at least would have had one consolation :

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



1649 e &le

8¢ ExEism B8von]
that he kept high company in death !-(Interruption),
that was the situation that they built up. Now they are
trying to say that the Government planned a
dictatorship. That is what they are talking of.

1 like to mention two other matters to you, Mr.
Speaker. In 1970 there was an organized campaign to
destroy our Members of Parliament before they leit the
Kachcheries, if the UNP won. Our defeat saved us.
Who organized that ? What were the forces behind
that ? The Left forces ? Who organized the 1971
insurrection ? Who were the foreign countries behind
that ? Why did you ask the Norht Korean Embassy to
go ? Even today you are not sure who were the foreign
countries who were behind that. You have your
suspicions. We also know that. That is not a matter to
be debated here. But you know that, we know that.
That is why we are keeping our balance of friendship
with many countries of this world and not sticking to
one. Who were behind all this? Indeed, this is the third
time. You see in Afganistan what happendt? There
would have been a total elimination of the leadership of
the UNP and of a section of the SLFP. Make no
mistake about that. We have our dislikes, We may have
our differences, we may have our quarrels, but there
was going to be a planned elimination of the leadership,
not only of the UNP but even of the SLFP ; and then
those groups in the SLFP who were in power would
have been moved out finally by the Communist Party,
Many of the leaders of the Communist were leading the
campaign. That is the sitution. That is the investigation
that is going on now. That is why some presses have
been sealed.

Oy Hedow

{ ,:?J?I-T:_H:‘x‘jr‘&?-bb' i symaui )

{A Member}

The Member for Kalawana said they were not going
to take office.

SBRCE Spilicrn cuomm

(& 5. manilay aldaedinn)

(Mr. Ranil Wickremasinghe)

He was not going to take office. Why should he take
office when they can control the Lake House, when
they can control the TV, when they can control the
mass media ? Better to do that than to become just a
District Minister in some organization because the
District Minister would have run a district, but being
offered that they turn it down in preference to
controlling the whole media of the country, of
influencing what happens. I mean who is the person
who would not give it up ? Would not any of us give up
our Ministries if we can control the total media of this
country ? Even the Hon. Minister of State today cannot
control that. His Secretary is the Competent Authority
in an Emergency, not otherwise. Take the Ministry of

)
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Textile Industries. On the one hand you have an
industry and on the other hand you can run the total
information media of the country. You may not be a
Minister but you would be more powerful than any
Minister, more powerful than any Cabinet portfolio and
most portfolios which we hold. Many of us would have
given it up if we were to be in charge of the total
information media in a dictatorship ! In that case, why
do you need to be a Minister ? I would have given it up
if T could control the total information media and being
outside that.

So this is what happened. We do not want to ban
these newspapers or seal these presses because of the
Referendum. We are going to win that. There are no
two words about it. There is the process of investigation
going on. We have allowed them the greatest amount of
freedom. I know both sides, being in politics, being in
Government as well as being in the Press. The
relationship between the press and politicians, political
parties and the Government has not always been an
easy one. Sometimes we feel that the criticism has been
unfair.

We always respect the freedom of the press, but the
freedom is not unlimited, and there are laws of
defamation. In every country the press polices itself. T
hat is why you do not go a step beyond and put various
other prohibitions. Yoy mave have a Press Council. You
have the defamation laws-minimal amount. In America
the famous American Commission on the press, the
Press Commission which the press themselves appointed
in the late forties laid down the ethics. If you read the
Wategate stories which were written by the reporters
themselves you find that before they published a news
item they rang up the White House and got their views.
This happened in the press. In many countries the press
polices itself. There can be a break-down, ! know, but
that does not lead to the sealing of a press, certainly not
like what they did in 1974. But there are occasion when
the press goes beyond that. It happened even in
England, where the ‘ Daily Star’ was sealed in 1930
when they opposed the British war effort. It was
reopened in 1941 when they backed the war, effort
after the Soviet invasion.

In this instance what has happened ? Some presses
have been sealed because certain ration books were
printed and certain propaganda went out. So let us
remember that the SLFP campaign not solely based on
a few newspapers. There were lot of leaflets being
distributed in different areas. Some of them tended to
rouse communal feelings. One of the campaigns which
was run in the Sabaragamuwa Province, where there
was some Sinhala-Muslim friction, said,
% EemEEde ! cCReAe?” You did that,
and you ought to be ashamed of it. You tried to rouse
the communal feelings. 1 will tell you some more as to
what you were doing.
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I have a leaflet also with me—
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What doss he say ? I will read paragraph 2 of this.
This was meant to rouse communal feelings in the
Sabaragamuwa Province.

cosf GmlE
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What does the first paragraph mean? Was it not
mean to rous the communal feelings in this country ?
When you run a campaign and ask-
“gemBeae ecRed¢” what does it mean? There
were a large number of leaflets like this going round the
country. What went to Pelmadulla did not come to
Gampaha. What did I do? 1 took this leaflet from
Pelmadula and distributed it in Malwana, a Muslim
village in my electorate, to show them what they were
doing. We have to investigate into what these presses
are doing. |

It may be that the hon. Member for Attangalla (Mr.
Lakshman Jayakody), the hon. Member for Kotmale
(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake) and other Members will not
do this type of thing. But this is what the kind of
elements who have taken over your party are doing.
Therefore, is not the Government justified in going into
this ? We do not want to keep all these presses closed
up, because some of them are printing school-books and
I would like the printing of these books to be completed
so that they can be released. Some of them are also
printing question papers for the end-of-term
examinations. I know some of the difficulties that are
being faced. But, with all that, investigations have to go
on. There are some presses which are doing this sort of
thing, and you have to seal them up as it roused
communal feelings at that time.

What happened even after the elections ? Did not the
“ Aththa” newspaper play a leading role in this ? What
did they do ? Let us forget about what they said before
the elections. 1 will tell you what they have done after
the elections—(Interruption). You , of course, have caid,
“ Let us get together; Colvin betrayed us; we will
beat the UNP next time ”. You also said that we used
the radio and television. You have said various things
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like that and blackguarded us. Let us forget about that,
because that may be part of your campaign. Then,
gHedol  ©Omem  cc@. 7 “All right., we will

forget that editorial. Again, * dx@m EDidemw =
e¢om ¢ —that means we want to have dictatorship. You
can go and tell that to the people, and if they accept it
and if they want an election, it is all right by us.
Anyway, those are not the instances I am talking about.
But look at what has happened even after the elections.
like the “ Aththa”

Look at their own editorials,
editorial of 23rd October—
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This is what they have been saying on the 23rd of
October.
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You must read the rest of it. 1 am just starting the
first one. That is the beginning. The hon. Member for
Kotmale says, “ What is wrong with it ”? 48 per cent
are against you.” We will tell you what to do. We know
how to deal with you. This is the first one.

Let us get to the second one, which is more
interesting. This is on the 27th :
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The hon. Member for Kalawana said speaking on the
Emergency, that there was less violence this time than
on any earlier occasion. The hon. Member says one
thing. His paper says another thing.
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Sir, 82 per cent of the people in this country voted,
and we got 53 per cent. Even if 85 per cent voted, still
we would have had a majority. The maximum polled in
this country was 86 per cent in 1977. With that we
could have still managed. You are not expecting a one
hundred per cent poll. Going on this basis, the SLFP
should not have come to power in 1970, because they
got only 47 per cent of the total votes cast, not the total
votes registered. Now they are trying to dispute it by
saying, “ You have not got a majority. What is this,
they are trying ? To dispute the will of the people and
provoke the opponents of this Government to come out
on to the streets. They are not willing to accept the will
of the people. They are now talking of democracy.
Firstly, kindly accept the people’s decision. That was
the second one they started. Then there is the third one.
On the 29th October in their newspaper there is an item
‘ chanda magadhiyak ’ :
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There were certain ballot papers in Maharagama
which had a misprint. The mark was against the key
and not the elephant. There were many errors. Even in
our count we saw two or three errors which we gave to
the LSSP. We detected in one place that the presiding
officer put the sign against the hand when the voter
wanted the sign put against the elephant. Can you see
how they have twisted it ? They say we were trying to
have a fraudulent device. They are talking of a device
by which, after you draw the “ 1 ” it disappears in the
ballot box and “ 1” reappears against the elephant.
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Abus which was carrying a ballot box got delayed to
come. Now they are making various insinuations. Even
if we gave that whole ballot box we still would not have
lost the election. This is what the “ Aththa” was
building up to. Why does not my hon. Friend mention
this ? What were they trying to do, to dispute it and
start another campaign of violence in this country. And
they are today talking of democracy. I mentioned the
situation in which these presses had to be sealed. We
will release all of them. Certainly, there are the
Opposition newspapers. The “ Janadina ” is there. They
are not praising us by any means. They are pro-marxist
paper. The “ Janadina ™ is attacking the Government
daily but no one has sealed it up because they are
attacking the Government. Do you remember the time
the “ Dawasa” press was sealed in 1974 ? What did
they say in Parliament ? Forget about the others—what
did Mr. Tudawe, the representative of the Communist
Party, say. He did not justify anything or give a reason.
What did he say ?
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I do not just want to come and make vague
statements allegations here. What did the “ Aththa ”
say when the “ Dawasa ” press was sealed ? On the 21st
April 1974 they had a very big editorial-not the usual
one on the left hand side column, but the lead story was
the editorial.
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Going by their own definition, we must keep
“ Aththa ” press closed for good, which we do not want
to do.
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Going by their definition we should have sealed the
“ Aththa " newspaper long ago. I am not saying by their
definition. 1 tell the circumstances in which this
Government had to act. But what did they say ? This is
the main sentence, let us forget about the rest of it.

‘etfuen $eos wmedsy o dxf. 8, wx, S0H mEuf
qum ¢l me Eesf T gu @em® mm.'

We believe in the freedom of the press. They do not.
The Communist Party wants to make use of these
freedoms to have a dictatorship. They will abuse these
freedoms. Once they come to power they will not allow
that freedom to anyone else. Only the Communist view
point will prevail. No one else will have the freedom of
publication. They want to abuse these freedoms. Are we
going to stand and allow that? Are we going to have
another Afganistan here ? This is what we have to say.

The Federal Republic of Germany had to go through
this a long time ago after the first world war. They had
the Spartacus uprising, which was led by Rosa
Luxemburg and Karl Libanis two leading Communists
at that time, followed up by a total take over by the
Facists under Hitler, and finally they realized that their
fundamental rights were being abused under a
dictatorship. Today, in their Consitution they have what
is called the basic law. It says:

Whoever abuses freedom of expression of opinion, in particular
freedom of the press, freedom of teaching, freedom of assembly ,
freedom of association, privacy of posts and telecommunications,
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property, or the right of asylum in ‘order to combat the free
democratic basic order, shall forfeit these basic rights. Such forfeiture
and the extent thereof shall be pronounced by the Federal
Constitutional Court.

Now, when we find that there are people in this
country who are trying to make use of our fundamental
rights and liberties to destroy the democratic order,
then we should have a similar provision in our
Constitution. I think in 1978 there was the idea that we
should incorporate in our Constitution a clause which
said that anyone who advocates a change of
Constitution outside the methods prescribed in the
Constitution would be punished by law and would not
be able to take part in a campaign. The Opposition
objected to it and it was not included. If we had it, we
would not have come to this stage where people were
talking of tearing up the Constitution and finally
shooting the President and the Hon. Prime Minister.
Not only us, but even the Members of the Opposition.
This is the situation we have come to. We have to
seriously think of it. We certainly like the SLFP to be
the democratic alternative party in the Opposition.
There will come a day when the people will think,
“ Well the UNP has ruled this country for fifteen or
twenty years, and we will have to change it.” That has
happened. That has to happen. Even in America the
Democratic Party under Roosevelt ruled for sixteen
years and then the Republicans came in. We want to
have a democratic alternative. Kindly build yourself up
to that. We do not want to be here for ever. There must
be a democratic alternative in this country. Maybe, Mr.
Bandaranaike leaving the SLFP allowed democracy to
survive in this country. But it is not the situation now.
That is what I am saying in all seriousness.

1 do not want to make various allegations or talk of
what the Members of the Opposition did when they
were the Government. We can say various things. Let
us forget them, but at least you have a group of
democratic minded people ; you have to build not only
your first line leadership, but your second line; you
have to build your village leadership. It will take you at
least four to five years to do that if you are lucky
enough and you have dedicated people. We want that to
happen. We want a democratic alternative. But in this
situation, are we allowing a group of thugs to come in?
I do not think even these people will be there in time to
come. They may remove them. At least if you vote for
this Referendum, I tell the hon. Member for Attangalla
that he can proudly, say, “ I am no longer appointed by
the chit, but the people of this country decided in
December 1982 to make me a Member of Parliament. I
am the elected M.P.” That will give you a legitimacy to
stay in this House. I have to tell you this seriously. But
more than that, you have to build up your Party. And
can we have another Opposition Party which nominates
a murderer to Parliament ? | mean, they have internal
problems there. “There are various groups trying to
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contend for power. Some who want to go on
Parliamentary power, and others who want to go on the
other side. I think it is in the interests of the country to
have a leader like His Excellency the President. It is to
ensure the smooth working of the government that we
put this proposal before the people and asked them to
vote for it. The final decision is theirs. Whatever they
say, we are prepared to accept. But I think many
church groups, temples and many priests, and all others
are agreed with us, and will be in wholehearted support
of the proposition and I would like to tell the Hon.
Members of the opposition. I think the percentage
voting for this proposal will be even greater than the
numbers who voted for the United National Party on
the 20th of October.

I will not take any more of your time. At this late
hour of the day the hon. Members of the House have
given me a patient hearing. I would like to thank them
and commend this Bill to the House. (Interruption).
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Mr. Maithripala Senanayake

@ ox S Pwm
Bm. wrure Canrg
Mr, Yasapala Herath

84w
aEITE
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cy gy dasmd oy
Dy, espwer muEbsry
Mr. Lakshman Jayakody
ey ¢ e $om
Bm. Hops FWETLES
Mr. Ananda Dassanayake

o engfem S0 ¢PDCA 040» D¢ Bw Om o

YFETUY, FlLpNn @IOTLIE wopurs LEMICLAUD
DE

Bill accordingly read a Secqnd time.

Pm vedm cwidmnd wwmsddn Ba:

Comel endd@om gl dBefsihn mdsm oDl o
Bo gma "—[@d. o Pgn Somi]

Bruralgsiu . g ;

“FLLppah  (Lpubl  UTTT@RLGTDE (Buheys@EHs ST L@
wrs” [Sm WCregre]

Resolved :

“ That the Bill be referred to a Committee of the Whole
Parliament."(Mr. R. Premadasa.)

mdé BmedHE wesm acw cé.
[@Smisond: foumba Ba.]

Gupsi® Sprrulle g,

[eurprus; yaiscr sebvems @ F g TiEom, |
Considered in Committee.

(MR SPEAKER in the Chair.)

NS B Ddshud Tem
B, syeyr v rrpruids
Mr. Anura Bandaranaike
ady AW enSAcTad® Pum
B 515 ps0s  G0aisn
Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama

1 8w wn 2 2 DuR oo cowdducnHd emiss wd
&0 Hoe ped BSocde 2dm el

28Bmd sma snglucmd emdud wmBwd RIe wmed
Bedo @ém el

prds Poxde s mPa sny owidicmd cmdum
M8cd B ¥Pped Bewdo Ddmn ¢

Loy owdlem, weowddm JFMD, Dl Bdm

1 b 2 b aursshaer sl paFHar UBTUrE GnEs
Coustn BGEwsr s ruf dil e s,

vrifrh sl paglar uEfures Frds Cusrbuers &
CErufe el e g

FLLLETES uTssaub gt FlLppnsSar  L@Burs
@A5ss Carshr@Gwar s Srufe e g

elcearanyy Pnssler, gdéms Qelwluli g,

Clauses 1 and 2 ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Preamble orderered to stand part of the Bill.

Enacting Clause and Title ordered to stand part of the Bill.

Bill reported without Amendment.
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g8 o Ogm Swom

(8w i SCringrs)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)

I move,
“That the Bill be now read the Third time.”
g M E@um I

DT0RIF ¢ “ude”
88 pma =mém ¢l

DT AsTD da 9D WSS

ailEn A BESLEuDp 5.

@rasafaruy. ¢ oph ¥ Cularw@bay erer FUTSTWST Yyaui
BT I D G S TS,

Question put.

MR. SPEAKER, having collected the Voices declared that the
Ayes had i1.

@d. o Do P

(B 7. GCrprs)
(Mr. R. Premadasa)

Divide !

©ilfelTnd 43 o'W &Dd Pecfow wlew —uw 8D 142 ¢
BLER0 4: wpedwy odgesd .
urrrenwsTph 43 oph  Fiwd sl lrllear 8 W5z ¢

aTiuTs 142 ; etFrrs 4,

The Parliament divided (under Standing Order No. 43) : Ayes
142 ; Noes 4.

1082 esnEi@R8 4
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smy eniEem 0 §PACE RTF0» 98 Kud uddn» adm
cg
Sy merLp, FLLApR ppeTph ppuTa LEURLLGUDD S,

Bill accordingly read the Third time, and passed.

DE I
P8 Blevaies
ADJOURNMENT

dEH oSep 1982 e @A% 4 O Ans' AN H & . 8
Buod HAcms  Deuhenhdh BB p@wma  emmidwm
530270 o 2aAm &

@& T D 29 gpmcd 1982 omB@ad
5 Tm Eagdse;; @ o, 2 g 1982 e @RE 4 O
Zn/awmul®Re gnd, 1982 ¢emEilAs 5 B
Edisy g w. 10 2 oo = Seda,
uturgs Csrn Fousse 8 wafldz’ (GFlll L eniswrd
FUTBTUST gyeuiser ei@ysiairf LrrTEnueIngog @b Ewed
&I T E e

@EFsiring. 1982 Spreunur 5, Gaueref s & Lanm

p L R weenhd®,  UTTTOBEET IR 5T 5
1982 Qmrouiris; 4 s CzsFur BiwrarsGp

1982
p e 10 oo o4ESmaudsini’ L g,

&oni G5, Gmrsutkisd 5, Qewaredd D iyraniy

And it being past 8 p.m. on 4th November, 1982 MR SPEAKER
adjourned Parliament without Question put.
Adjourned accordingly at 2 A.M. on 5th
November, 1982 until 10 AM. on 5th November
1982 pursuant to the Resolution of the Parliament
of 4th November 1982
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gam»OE0 G 8€n3;
ﬁg@ées@e%@ rsr@'g';_gfcy:w aSlenL_mer
WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

HED Dypy Tow HEcE
L1 G DEE@® EmuaBa

& o Eaedw @

Qenensg s1® erueltiugshey SiapsB apsronwdSwren
&5 55 1_th

SRI LANKA RE-FORESTATION AND WATERSHED
MANAGEMENT PROJECT

428/82 (2)

CHIC ducamd Qomm (¢ Dad )

(‘@@_ QR GIT gme&@am;_—,&;ﬁ{sm&aﬁm)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody-—Attanagalla)

@D o PR wIllm ;mEAg® zy CHDE o
dIamn EEAE qEFDOcon i o me: (§)
qe@8mur) O uw e elid 9Ew «wlesd &
<8 ¢ly CA® DD T Ly $8e® & Swcam @
ged @ @cne HE@ @ Coom Immafee; (383—8—
0055) @hé T8 wComd gag S ® Sxwmas
Bede wr’m wossy
em=m canem e Y
emmislen! w8, & €7e¢? (@) e@imscacey
6 28TLwY gdhmucaew Cted @Bl (22
Eem o w8udw) 81, 4 6 2B 8 £88 gunld TR
Pl @y Bmd I Cem w€elemud znwd g
A0 O@ ewexde? (qr) @Y S8y @fSuny
W Ce BRhw o EEzwuE wém ce HEmD

soem 248 elelfemid i ¢md on
Clp 8wl mew’c wm 2@ gma mdéwisie?
(@) exndee’ =@ & 8x¢? (&) «d 282 oid
290u wier! 8» CEELIE dEid Tomuitewnd

D0 end semd D
ohy) O ey dmecgd S Bem®
cwsl 8w eRe® eacmw EERe snenDs 1082 ¥
15 &m0 8O CBy cem ¢ AL By exvee? (o)

AN
e

08 gneg BE® und?® wifunwm Cxen
emed 8 I wewnsl wélesl¢? (¢o) ez

Seed W, & @xle?

sreofl, arenll o 0d®s 5 sowsFmEs wsrad 507d s 0
YOEFHD YmamrsCa. digy: (s) USA AID
(SfQulis epdlli) Slis@w8p F5 epasinao
‘@uwers 1@ Leraeriiugspan Fiaps® psToins
wrer’ a@GsplL. (383—T—0055) o gl 5 B L gong a6
Qaurgy smiGé Qeupurd @ G LT B @HL_gir & LaT LT
ursr? (o) @e8Cuh @er? (§) yowdBer Qewarer
O yowsforg (a1 @ Buais @GipsiEmHnTar) esre)
S%ruph Gefls Bolla 06.04.81 @& Aspis H«y 1sGs
ST QU wrpTi g LBGUDDEET S araTUmE il
ySeuramr ? (HF) LT FTL 1350 yaui Sair erm.-f:_)r_?_a's‘g g Peng
sor, Qe syfléoms, wrprd @ gpyeyser f m orBd
slny . pLagdos ZRuwpmps swilnGourar? (o)

(est) US AID Fili gfer@p Cud

Bev2aCusdy arer ?
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wraras® FiCrsm snG S pamdcns CurainriSos
(HLb o ssild T B urrwdiuerid @ehai 9y3inlEsTele
P CFTEN) Ldslhssp s N 1982 n&Er 15 qpse B
@3B gparencedsn Led Hplo e sTaTUen g P uTIT ?

T Nra. : ; =
(o1) Cula @Al wlpRsm furun sgarsr?

(@) BadnSws aer?

asked the Minister of Lands and Land Development
and Minister of Mahaweli Development : (@) Will he
table the Sri Lanka Re-forestation and Watershed
Management Project (383-T-0055) Aid Programme
financed under the USA AID stating the specific
project activities ? (b) If not, why ? (¢) Is he aware that
the Secretary of the Ministry and the Consultant
(Forestry and Environment) to the Ministry
participated at the Asia Pacific Forestry Conference in
the Fiji Islands on 6.4.81 ? (d) Will he table the papers
presented by them, the report made and the action
taken on the result of the conference ? (e) If not, why ?
(f) Is he aware that an Assistant Conservator of Forests
in charge of Upper Mahaweli Catchment Project under
the US AID was trained on Watershed Management in
the University of Arizona, USA from 15th June, 1982 ?
(g) Will he state the justification of the above training
design ? (k) If not why ?

MPeR Fanzma Swmm (€8 ™ 9RE WeDIEH
HEBP 8 SR wddRnw SEAT HLESHHE)

(B arifaf SFrgruds, armi, arel _gulimse
EOLLF F(HLD LTI ,gl,riﬁ?aﬁ?@éﬁ‘ oy d FHh )

(Mr. Gamini Dissanayake—Minister of Lands & Land
Development and Minister of Mahaweli Development)

(¢) @D, Tma® «cC dmee  Soumiy gi8uw
B8 . '8 Corm fMEH G ToHZE® oy ¥
&8 wetammd
Eem roen H8e® 2o wlem, HHm T» Bom o
G Eem o 6C8lm LB ulum, HEw o Som
Dmdm edd, gue Euif dEednd gedasd
g @4 35,000 & & Sume D€ fxrifie, omiw
gzlfem ad 90, ¢de gad BFesG (@) &
cnmd. (q) B (qu) 1977 28z z=loflm ¢g
gBwmdn @Y Bl 5 Sem eom®uel 10 HB
eBiilet 2ed  CecE B¢ T Ecm ©Cy®d
B8Ede e H8md (8) o camBec® 11 L1283 wifd
Ei8ced £18mnD gl8uny nd . (8) c8P etmBued
S & BB zxn 9B o 008 ©.C38
Oz gGrmmened ef@EDLwn BRx’ frw eI ¢E8

v wéem ¢ lmd  gf8uwy @8 @D
(8) *oBoBw @505 on dem ey
e B6TcE wld wdm G gRewH

o @ g@HESHZCER Bum @n @iy Ced. (@)

i eanmd. (8) mue (¢) & emnmd. (Co) &m
B él.

(a) Yes, Copy of the Project Document is tabled
(A).* Specific Project activities under the Sri Lanka
Reforestation and Watershed Management Project
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are :—National Forestry Training Programme, National
Forestry Research and Development Programme,
National Forestry Extension Service, Establishment of
35,000 Acres of Upper Mahaweli Catchment Area,
Village run fuel wood plots, Village charcoal
production. (b) Does not arise. (¢) Yes. (d) Progress
report (B) of Forestry activities in Sri Lanka since the
10th Session of the Asia Pacific Forestry Commission
held in 1977, along with the report (C) of the 11th
Session of the Commission tabled. The report (D) of the
Secretary to the Ministry of Lands and Land
Development to the Governent at the conclusion of the
Commission sessions are tabled.* Policies discussed at
the Asia Pacific Forestry Commission sessions are being
implemented where possible. (¢) Does not arise. (f) No.
(g) and (h) Does not arise.

en o

wra . & COsTigser
DISTRICT FLAGS

430/82 (2)

CHEEDW Luomm Covmm

(B eimpar mustary )

{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

d:dn wCuy 27 affndecon’ gy o«
WS (§) awB EES emedm &y emEBECE 10
s o c@BwmEyl w cldare 88w A S¥wd
BE¥edw @ifen BELT wemm midyn mente o'
D¢ qdal o ceow miziente? (g) o
=@, 3@ mudém el wddmerfey O oy
89y 8% wemn MO Bud® D n&he =dede
wx) o n® weew wéren’'¢? (qi) e cemd
EQ8n ©88 ewe com qid ¢ wrfemd Sicosl H®
Bedzw HESO 1078 cuBEHE b AP §5 dwpdS
@Bty & eudend ener cuewld Dot al
O@ wewy wélerd¢?
eorpTL L glavwser ymuwssmrs Gl e’ (o) sor
&7, ararpads serlemlsaar GUCurs  uradr
Wi eerer wral s Qsrysdbrd ufPFdsm oyreTESS
Bpms Burfs Csluw g @ Auwlésiu Qerorgsr
GTATUMES Yl FHAUTTT? {%) Egifx_'.-'ur_g_u_.irrugsﬁr IYEHW
gwsggaisolls Quuislrys gaiser ufPalésh
Hopumsbrys gui soarsr? (@) QuBsTs opps
Qsroreriul’ . wralr & Qargssilar qpéfusmaugos
Biowlss 1978 Quiraf § b Faf sorgdile pen_
Qupp rep Qureprrdler Bplys Qurm®r gei &

eurayT?

asked the Minister of Home Affairs :—(a¢) Will he state
whether a committee has been appointed to examine
District Flags now being used in their Cultural and

* oY ed dwced g
*apsrerl yayaeas e medstsL Rerer .
*Filed in Hansard Office.

1982 cswi@a8 4
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Historical perspective and make recommendations to
the Government ? (b) If so, will he state the names of
the members of the committee and the terms of
reference ? (¢) Will he state the significance of the
Raja Perehara held in Kandy on 5th February 1978 to
determine the importance of having properly adopted
District flags ?

e, DBHEL. eoMunl Fumm (Wiedw DOwD
BERC G EB)

{8 Ca. rlefly GCaagrusit—oerprl.L Sludser
HDUEFEFT)

(Mr. K. W. Devanayagam—DMinister of Home Affairs)

() @, (&) =é@m emned 0@deds! zom
eEE €. 1. B8(E vds orr—=n85cf @@,
ew®, focdw ©Oew gE:oBmern, 2. ce9dd:Em
CRAe® Commsle e s e TPy
BasTetf—en@dm o eed @y Bammd®
gooemiews E8cox, 3. cdfié@dmtnda &HDn
B8 &b rmisy Dumci—w@dn (D
BCy Sdad rwe) 4 5 8e, aBED. &¢. n&em
Co'm Bamm—n@dn Hhiem cm@wbe. b

3.8 88 ¢ BFY Semm—unddnm Bewldn
glnwle, HBe cmempmaende. 6. el o¢. 8.
(88x) umomsf¢ @umCu—tn@dw 7. 8 ew.

G5y, 8. ¢ BFS) amr—tn®dm wgdde 848000
DEmmEfn. 8. €wddwn, ®&LBae® nmreluwm—
e:@8m cong® EDamn &4 Ecwmes. 9. 0 O, ED
mead Somm—a®dn Smed syew wd% 10.
@l @8 @f. sy Lo —®dn wonmd
gnste, FE® wofmdm wCenp BEA
FEBIBcRE,

éem eend EExY s MEE80 HuEy mdbien:
asd ooy 9dém cam Py  emnB 2¢
cedFimBEew o ot B wex® EERY @t oy
B)CD ginese B8 Q08 Bgd @B
AW, @ &P con8 Hic Dwrcws EEmBOO
cud U2 08 cedfiemBnm o totf B 2w
B 8% B8 AC g@mn SHBCWO Bled wws
@28uny BBE =L milwwmrda €®. (qu) 107
CERASHE B& 06 B & Beyis LD d &Y cud
mé B Deaw Hfm 85Ccd &L¥ds coled E0
8rf, e B 800e® Lid¥n ud DolsS, S Huf
308 geBamen HESO & HW AEhEE'C BHw®
0éH GEd. @NE ¢l dy wCemm 82 B
ey 8wy CA® WS com BBe@B Do
98 gladene BB, 1978 ceRLDE 05 Ex st 8
et cudmed 888 mdm e cmmd ¢ sl £wnd
88x m® Bled wusy gilzwy BET ween vl
B4 DCHE GLov.

() o, (&) G eolbariser &pd@sobe oo
@ereraur @, 10 Boy g auCs—mapddlar  sliod,
Qewersrt, o arsri.L ayaudser gymirds. 2 &"l;im-ic%;;ﬁjfgu
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[eaf. 88C2, ef Smmwad Swmn]
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G@pled yrrigsSun Qurmm @ of Séacns L
wBsdr - FHCurs e uQurssEayerer e GQariy
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@ravgia guap apsarm spsilusBent Rsyrs
BT TR 5 B 5 geerain g Qary Sr o F50u0r s LyTau

soflsr @Esrryia, sardery opyume. updu

wrs o pwIQsTorERpSIy Yy UPHL sarsErs, &hs
Sr PRurer g Liien. Buisst s Y TTL G F SYELFE T
s yBSmsSwmar m 51:.'}:_}1_9;%{:563) @FEmtsoiar remh
wra (@) 5 oyt Cz8 samguieo
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Coblu yoraflarar orenrds Bypraselagyh wran e YT

1978 @u:.'.rL;@arrﬁ

eilovrer orarws sfipsseleuh wreo Qury.sdrs arl
@@f'a:;f)@ LoF et i e_ﬂ_!{(&?&;:?:ﬁﬁ;?_!ﬁé@ oy Bey s sB k. Fe
WUTRET FESTULRSET 505585 CarareninCur & eupie
geempliny wpwus Gsrerortisn’ i ran L. Qsriy.s8r
dausBmssiiar wiBugmas sorourcrss Qsha
par. 1978 Quiiyosaf 5 2t CFiE BLTGSIIN L YTF
Qurapsrsfler e LCur@dsii Qary senn  @HupadlEnd
595 i gliyemralr o9& E0w Curas @ yrriisss
wi i Bih.
(a) Yes. (b) The member of the committee are :

1. Mr. Cyril Gamage—Chairman of the Committee
Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs.

2. Venerable Labugama Lankananda Mahanayake
Thero—-Member Molligoda Pravachanodaya
Pirivena, Wadduwa.,

3. Rt. Revd. Dr. Edmund Peiris—-Member, Former
Bishop of Chilaw.

4. Dr. W. S. Karunaratne-Member, Commissioner of
Archeaelogy.

5. Mr. G. P. H. De Silva—-Member, Deputy Director,
National Archives.

6. Mrs. J. L. H. (Edith) Fernando—Member.

7. Mr. T. K. N. P. De Silva-Member, Lecturer,
Katubedda Campus.

8. Prof. Arumugam Kandiah—-Member, Open
University, Colombo.

9. Mr. S. T. Sivanayagam-Member Editor,
“ Dinapathy ”

Mr. M. M. M. Maharoof-Member, Assistant
Director, Department of Muslim Cultural Affairs.

10.

e BCelsT D
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The terms of reference of the committee : Since no
scientific study of District Flags now being used, has
been carried out in every instance based on their
historical and cultural perspectives, the committee is
required to make such a study and make
recommendations to the Cabinet before those flags are
formally adopted. (¢) District Authorities are called
upon to display District Flags at state functions of
national importance such as the Raja Perehara held in
Kandy on S5th February 1978, and at district level
functions. This under-scores the importance of having
properly adopted District Flags. The District Flags used
at the Raja Perehara of 5th February 1978 will also be
examined by the committee in making its
recommendations.

€50 oW IMmwEY ! Botne 2EEWMD =B B
e dw NHWS wém ¢&
S eatflui, Rmsers soscowullsiens srrewirsd Geama
Beflmiar BEsOiul Cuni
TAMIL EMPLOYEES DISCONTINUED FOR
NON-PROFICIENCY IN SINHALA

512/82 (2)
™. oL W RHNE Svwn (980d)

(B ar, Qur. QrsBerib—suisradump)

(Mr. K. P. Ratham—Kayts)
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ar oo n el on s sib Fiisors f-zsn\sauf@up,\% s B BT
Cadnlflomp m ysppliv . e m AEali L g
Qairey wifip ewflusmrupd upBsu Gerahh i1 T B & T
i & peirrr ? (1)(1) Quui (i) L@ dfiarens (2)
(i) Csmanis Ceigs HsF (i) Comaldimis Hsh
pUul L geegm feadul. @58 (3) (1) gsppoiule
Curm gaag pesuu’ Curm a@ss usen (i) opl
opaeunasn (4) (1) DgQws s
& zor g sonaucls url enggar (ii) ot UTE oG Cam

Curm Cabour i

sar (5) yspoinn’s Curm  goem  Baéstuns Curg
aupmsiul . usflatasren_  giwm Cogy exBunb (6)
26.11.1980 45 CxBer 182 gpb Podsy Qurem Hierss
sppdimaiem Fewks Parrewn Gu DespE ol
g T ? (V) eysanr o o f i sme_wairrulsy @l p gL
vt Farreorn? (3y) @enGpn, aar

asked the Minister of Rural Development :—(a) Will
she state the following particulars about each of the
Tamil employees discontinued or dismissed during the
period from 22.7.1977, the date on which the present
government was formed, till 1.3.1982, from her
Ministry and the Departments, Corporations and
statutory bodies under it. For failure to acquire
proficiency in Sinhala: (1) (i) Name; (ii) home
address ; (2) (i) aate of joining the service ; (ii) date of
discontinuance or dismissal ; (3) (i) post held when
discontinued or dismissed ; (ii) the office where he/she
worked then : (4) (i) Sinhala Proficiency tests passed ;
(ii) dates of those tests; (5) gratuity or other
remuneration given on discontinuance or dismissal ;
(6) Whether eligible for relief according to the Public
Administration Circular No. 182 of 26.11.1980; (7) If
eligible, the relief granted ? (b) If not, why ?

Som Dol Sowda (2@ w.BiAma
88ac ¢ BnBa)

(Fed dlar sorarmsT—@rrn ol mEE e
&7 )

(@) =y (1) (1) (ii), (2)
(&) (@) (i), (B), B) ez (7) e ek
LUBY.

(o) @a% 1 (1) (ii), 2 (i) (i), 3 (i) (i) 4 (i)
(i), 5, 6 7 eripallady. (3) @evde

(a) Nil. (1) () (i), (2) () Gi), (3) () @D, @) () Gi),
(5), (6), (7) Does not arise. (b) Nil.
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asked the Minister of Rural Industrial
Development,—(a) Will he state the following
particulars about each of the Tamil employees
discontinued or dismissed during the pericd from
22.7.1977, the date on which the present government
was formed, till 1.3.1982, from his Ministry and the
Departments, Corporations and statutory bodies under
it, for failure to acquire Proficiency in Sinhala : (1) (i)
Name ; (ii) home address; (2) (i) date of joining the
service ; (ii) date of discontinuance or dismissal ; (3) (i)
post held when discontinued or dismissed ; (ii) the office
where he/she worked then; (4) (i) Sinhala Proficiency
tests passed; (ii) dates of those tests; (5) gratuity or
other remuneration given on discontinuance or
dismissal ; (6) Whether eligible for relief according to
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[m3, e, @’ Bm@ @mmy]
the Public Administration Circular No. 182 of
26.11.1980; (7) If eligible, the relief granted ? (b) If
not, why ?
2. eoms A Qumm (Wdu DESHED 603
Lve S8 G ER@)

(Bm. sron. GQarave tersi—E sl »a 5257106 99
@?Q'ﬁ_ﬂi 5 YL FFT )

(Mr. S. Thondaman—Minister
Development)
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quf ectnlmelm ', totddh v T3S, Om eedac
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(4) (@@wmwé@ga‘m SR @arauanie s Fer E’.:l_,;ﬁ;f-m

of Rural Industrial

Bemssmmact, sl B5srumbssr gaag FuFisll
apampurer sorser gRuapA® sLentwr dapie  FELD

2 8 BCuTsSHTaer eTaCrane Rasor Qurifuls Czidd

Cupsgssr Curm @ Calnlfmsm AuossiuCar
gy fasiun Cor @adw. (o) oripsfiade.

(a) No Tamil employees were discontinued or dismissed
from service in this Ministry and the Departments,
Corporations and Statutory bodies under the Ministry
for failure to acquire proficiency in Sinhala. () Does
not arise.
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asked the Minister of Finance and Planning : (a) Will
he state the following particulars about each of the
Tamil employees discontinued or dismissed during the
period from 22.7.1977, the date on which the present
government was formed, till 1.3.1982, from his Ministry
and the Departments, Corporations and statutory bodies
under it, for failure to acquire Proficiency in Sinhala :
(1) (i) Name ; (ii) home address ; (2) (i) date of joining
the service; (ii) date of discontinuance or dismissal ;
(3) (i) post held when discontinued or dismissed ; (ii)
the office where he/she worked then; (4) (i) Sinhala
Proficiency tests passed ; (i) dates of those tests; (5)
gratuity or other remuneration given on discontinuance
or dismissal ; (6) Whether eligible for relief according
to the Public Administration Circular No. 182 of
26.11.1980; (7) If eligible, the relief granted ? () If
not, why ?
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QORD)
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(Mr. R. J. G. de Mel—Minister of Finance and
Planning)
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(a) No Tamil employee/officer was discontinued '
from service during the period 22.7.1977 to 1.3.1982,
from the Departments, Corporations and statutory
bodies under the Ministry of Finance and Planning for
failure to acquire proficiency in Sinhala. (b) Does not
arise.
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TAMIL EMPLOYEES DISCONTINUED FOR
NON-PROFICIENCY IN SINHALA

517/82 (2)
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(Mr. K. P. Ratnam)
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asked the Minister of State: (a) Will he state the
following particulars about each of the Tamil employees
discontinued or dismissed during the period from
22.7.1977, the date on which the present government
was formed, till 1.3.1982, from his Ministry and the
Departments, Corporations and statutory bodies under
it, for failure to acquire proficiency in Sinhala :—(1) (i)
Name ; (ii) home address; (2) (i) date of joining the
service ; (ii) date of discontinuance or dismissal ; (3) (i)
post held when discontinued or dismissed ; (ii) the office
where he/she worked then ; (4) (i) Sinhala Proficiency
tests passed ; (ii) dates of those tests; (5) gratuity or
other remuneration given on discontinuance or
dismissal ; (6) Whether eligible for relief according to
the Public Administration Circular No. 182 of
26.11.1980; (7) If eligible, the relief granted ? (b) If
not, why?
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(& ow %W,’&(ﬁgﬁ'ﬂv & ,__9;3’\'-6@5%)—@3’-’?’5@” W& yed I )
(Mr, Anandatissa de Alwis—Minister of State)
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Q.

(a) During the period mentioned, no Tamil employee
was discontinued or dismissed from the Ministry or the
Departments, or Corporations or Statutory bodies under
it, for failure to acquire proficiency in Sinhala. (1) (i),
(i), (2) (i), (i), (3) (@), (i), (4) (i), (i), (5), (6) and (7)

Do not arise. (5) Do not arise.
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NOTE

¢ ections which Members suggest for the Final Print should be clearly marked in this Report
znd the copy containing the corrections must reach the Editor of HANsARD,

not later than
Thursday, 25th November 1982
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