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The Parliament met at 9 a.m. MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER (MR.
NORMAN WAIDYARATNA) in the Chair.

Budsn oo emg®om, 1986 :

egENnImI ghed DS &P
23158 HF slLnpibd, 1986 : ewi BHwsing Sioy
APPROPRIATION BILL 1986: DECISION OF
THE SUPREME COURT

Hewlds DSHDNIDDEH

(Ir@ld Funprwst syeifssr)

(Mr. Deputy Speaker)

I wish to make an announcement regarding the
Appropriation Bill which is now before the House.

This Bill has been challenged in the Supreme Court
in terms of Article 121 (1) of the Constitution to
determine whether or not Clause 7 of the Bill is
inconsistent with the provisions of the Constitution.

The Court has unanimously determined that Clause 7
of the Bill is inconsistent with the provisions of the
Constitution. The Court is of the view that the Bill
would cease to be so inconsistent il a provision is
included in the Bill to the effect that the variations and
alterations made by the Minister with the approval of
the Government under Clause 7 are given approval or
sanction by resolution of Parliament.

| ordered that the decision of the Supreme Court be
printed in the Official Report of today’s proceedings.

IN THE SUPREME COURT OUF THE DEMOCRATIC
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF SRI LANKA
S.C. No. 1/85 (Special)
In the matter of the Ordinary Excercise
of the Jurisdiction of the Supreme Court
under Aricle 121 of the Constitution of
the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri
Lanka in respect of the Bill entitled
“Appropriation”.
L.O.H. Wanigasekera of
134/1, Bandarawela Road,
Badulla. Petitioner

Vi,

The State
Wanasundera, J.,
Ranasinghe, J.,
Tambiah, J.

Respondent
BEFORE :
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COUNSEL : (Petitioner in person).

K.M.M.B. Kulatunga, P.C., Solicitor-General,
with Sarath Silva, Dy Solicitor-General,

for the State.

26th November 1985,

29th November 1985,

ARGUED ON :
DECIDED ON :

DETERMINATION AND THE REASON OF THE SUPREME
COURT

The petitioner L. O. H, Wanigasekera of No. 134/1, Bandarawela
Road, Badulla, a citizen of this country, by his petition dated 9th
November 1985, and received in the Supreme Court Registry on 12th
MNovember 19835, has, in terms of Article 121(1) of the Constitution,
invoked the constitutional jurisdiction of the Court to determine
whether or not clause 7 of the Bill entitled “Appropriation Bill” for
the financial year 1986 is inconsistent with the provisions of the
Constitution.

The petition indicates that a copy of this petition has been sent to
Hon. the Speaker, Parliament of Sri Lanka, and this is supported by a
statement in his affidavit that on the 9th November 1985 he had sent
by registered post a copy of the petition to Hon. the Speaker.

The petitioner appeared in person before us and made oral
submissions amplifying what he has set out in his petition. the
Solicitor-General Mr. K. M. M. B. Kulatunga with Deputy
Solicitor-General Mr. Sarath Silva appeared before us and made
submissions contending for the validity of the Bill.

Having considered these submissions we have unanimously
determined that clause 7 of the Bill is inconsistent with the provisions
of the Constitution and cannot be passed except as suggested by the
petitioner. We are also of the view that the Bill would cease to be so
inconsistent if a provision is included in the Bill to the effect that the
variations and alterations made by the Minister with the approval of
the Government under clause 7 are given approval or sanction by
resolution of Parliament.

We now set out briefly our reasons for the above determination.
Both traditionally and under the present Constitution, Parliament has
had full control over public finance. Dr. Ivor Jennings in his book
“Parliament” (2nd Edition) states at page 287 —

“In respect of these functions - taxation, supply, appropriation and
the authorisation of expenditure - the House of Commons claims
pre-eminence.”

Erskine May on Parliamentary Practice (20th Edition), which is a
standard work, states at page 759 —

“Three important precepts of financial practice are implied in
the appropriation of expenditure. (1) A sum appropriated to a
particular service cannot be spent on another service. (2) The sum
appropriated is the maximum sum. (3) It is available only in
respect of changes which have arisen during the year in respect of
which it has been appropriated by the relevant Act. As a
consequence, any sum found to be saved on a vote at the end of a
financial year must be surrendered to the Exchequer.”

The machinery of national finance is based on the fundamental
distinction between the functions of initiation and administration
which are vested in the Executive, and of control which is vested in
Parliament. To keep intact the principle of the financial initiate of the
Executive there developed the restrictions on the power of
amendment. Referring to this restriction Erskine May in his work on
Parliamentary Practice (20th Edition) at page 766 :

“The guiding principle in determining the effect of an
amendment upon the financial initiative of the Crown is that the
communication to which the royal demand on recommendation is
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attached must be treated as laying down opce for all (unless
withdrawn and replaced) not only the maximum amount of a
change, but also its objects, purposes. conditions and
qualifications.”

The words “once for all” underlined are in italics in the text.

Turning to our Constitution, the petitioner has drawn our attention

in particular to the provisions of Articles 148, 149 and 150 of the .

Constitution. Article 149 states that the funds of the Republic not
allocated by law to specific purposes shall torm one Consolidated
Fund into which shall be paid the produce of all taxes, imports, rates,
and duties and all other revenues and receipts of the Republic not
allocated to specific purposes. Article 148 and the material part of
Article 150 are as follows -

“148. Parliament shall have full control over public finance. No
tax, rate or any other levy shall be imposed by any local authority or
any other public authority, except by or under the authority of a law
passed by Parliament or of any existing law.”

“150. (1) Save as otherwise expressly provided in paragraphs (3)
and (4) of this Article, no sum shall be withdrawn from the
Consolidated Fund except under the authority of a warrant under the
hand of the Minister in charge of the subject of Finance.

(2) No such warrant shall be issued unless the sum has by
resolution of Parliament or by any law been granted for specified
public services for the financial year during which the withdrawal is
to take place or is otherwise lawfully charged on the Consolidated
Fund.”

The only apparent exception in this strict control by Parliament is
contained in the limited provisions of Articles 150(3) and 151.

These express and stringent provisions providing for the full
Parliamentary control of finance, the petitioner states, is buttressed
by another set of provisions having a wider application prohibiting
Parliament from abdicating its powers — vide Articles 75 and 76.

We shall now turn to a brief analysis of the impugned provisions of
the Appropriation Bill. This is a short Bill consisting of eight sections
and two schedules. The impugned section is section 7. Tt is worded as
follows :—

“7. The Minister with the approval of the Government, may, on or
before May 31, 1987, by order vary or alter
(a) any of the maximum limits specified in column {1, column IV
and column V of the Second Schedule to this Act ;
(b) the minimum limits specified in column 111 of the Second
Schedule to this Act.”

What this provision does is to authorise the Executive to amend by
prder the financial limits set out in columns [1, II1, TV and V of the
Second Schedule. Such an order could be made even after the
termination of the financial year 1986, that is up to 31st May 1987,

MNow the Second Schedule deals with advances. It deals with what
1s sometimes called advance accounts, but what the text books
describe more precisely as appropriation in aid. The Estimates are
usually formulated under the items of Head, Programme and other
sub-divisions giving Parliament a detailed picture of the financial
position and the needs of the Government. While the Appropriation
Bill would set out partichlars under Head and Programme, it would
not contain all the other details of the Estimates except for the
particulars contained in the Second Schedule. The Second Schedule
scts oul the appropriation in aid, i.e. receipts which with the authority
of Parliament are used to finance some of the gross expenditure on
the vote and therefore limit the amount which needs to be issued from
the Consolidated Fund.

endReBuind
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In regard to the practice in th U.K. Parliament on this matter

. Erskine may’s “Parliamentary Practice™ (20th Edition) at page

T76-T78 states:

“Part i1 of the vote analyses the gross and net provision sought in
the Supply estimate by functional programme and by subhead.
Within programmes related subheads may be further grouped into
sections. These subheads themselves may be further analysed into
different items and frequently include some explanatory narrative.
The subheads of a vote are the headings under which the Treasury
requires the expenditure to ge accounted for. Departments may not
redistribute the sums shown under the subheads of a Supply estimate
without the agreement of the Treasury who, so long as the total gross
and net amounts voted are not exceeded, may sanction the use of the
savings under one subhead to meet excess expenditure under
another — a process known as ‘virement'. This discretion is not used in
cases where the proposed re-allocation is thought to be of such
importance or so great a departure from the original Supply estimate
that it has to be brought specifically before Parliament by means of a
supplementary estimate.

Part 11! gives particulars of receipts which are expected to be
received in connection with the expenditure on the vote but which are
to be paid into the Consolidated Fund and not appropriated in aid of
the vote, Whether receipts are appropriated in aid or trealed as
Consolidated Fund extra receipts depends upon a variety of
considerations including whether it is thought more appropriate to set
a cash limit on gross or net expenditures. Because the total receipts
appropriated in aid of each vote to the Supply estimates are
reproduced in the Appropriation Act, any additional receipts received
during th course of the year can only be appropriated in aid if the
authority of parliament is first sought through a supplementary
estimate.”

“dppropriation in aid. As previously stated, the sum to be voted
shown in Part | of an estimate is a net sum, being the difference
between the total expenditure shown under the expenditure sudheads
in Part 1I and receipts (if any) in respect of those subheads. These
reeipts, which arise in the course of business of a department
(through fees or sales, etc.), are instead of being paid into the
Coensolidated Fund directed by treasury Minute under the Public
Accounts and Charges Act 1891 to be appropriated in aid of the
department’s estimate as if they were money provided by Parliament
for that purpose. The amount of its receipts which a department may
use 1s limited and subject to Parliamentary control in the
Appropriation Act, and any surplus actually received above the
amount estimated to be received by a department is not applied as an
appropriation in aid but is paid into.the Consolidated Fund as ‘extra
receipts’.

Token votes and subheads
Estimate receipts in the case of certain services, such as those of the

"Public Trustee, may be equal to or greater than the gross expenditure.

In such a case, in order to maintain Parliamentary control over the
gross expenditure, a ‘token’ estimate for a conventional
sum — normally £1,000 - is presented, receipts appropriated in aid to
an amount less by £1,000 than the gross expenditure on the service
and the balance of receipts being paid as ‘extra’ receipts into the
Consolidated Fund.

A token subhead is inserted in & main edtimate when it is
anticipated that a grant of money will be required for a service
involving an extension of the ambit of Part I as previously defined, or
when the amount of the grant cannot be precisely estimated either
because of its contingent nature or because, being a new service,
insufficient detail is available, In such 2 case a ‘token’ sum is inserted
under the appropriate subhead. together with the information so far
available, and the expenditure actually incurred is financed either out
of savings on the vote generally or by the subsequent presentation of a
sup Icmgnatﬁa}h?slimale."
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In accordance with such a practice it is interesting to find a
provision in the Bill (clause 8) to the effect that when it becomes
necessary to add a new activity to the Second Schedule and to fix the
maximum and minimum limit. This must be done by Parliament by
way of resolution and not by the Executive.

Mr. Wanigasekera in his submission drew our attention to some
items in Schedule I1 where the Executive is now empowered to vary or
amend the maximum and minimum specified there, and complained
of the enormous extent of control over Finance which has been
delegated to the Executive. In fact his whole contention was that the
amounts mentioned in the Second Schedule were open ended and the
Bill does not specify any certain or definite amounts as would be
reuired by the law. These items are the following :

(1) (11)
Item No. Activities of Maximum limits of
Government Expenditure of the
activities of
Government
100 Advances for payments 20,000,000
on behalf of other
Governments
101 Miscellaneous 300,000,000
Advances
102 Advances to 1,200,000,000
Government

Corporations, Statutory
Boards and Institutions

with financial
participation by
Government

Apart from the vast sums of money running into billions involved in
these items, Mr. Wanigasekera also submitted that Item No. 101
“Miscellanecus Advances” cannot constitute a “specified public
service™ within the meaning of Article 150 (2) of the Constitution and
hence that allocation is bad for that reason too. In regard to item 102,
which refers to Government Corporations, Statutary Boards, etc.,
Mr. Wanigasekera contended that this item would include many
institutions where Parliament is not ordinarily empowered to discuss
their conduct and performance and now even the only available
method of indirect control by way of the Budget is being abandoned.
There is indeed some substance in these submissions.

Erskine May, referring to the financial procedures and the nature
of such control, states as follows at page 751 -

“The financial control of the House of Commons is exercised at two
different levels. As an agent in the formation of policy, it
authorizes the several objects of expenditure and the sums to be
spent on each ; it also authorizes the levying of taxes. On the level
of administration, it satisfies itself that its expenditure decisions
are duly carried out — in other words, that the sums it has granted,
and no more, are spent for the purposes for which. they were
granted, and for no other purposes. For both sets of functions the
House of Commons has, partly through its own procedure, and
partly through legislation and administrative practice, secured
appropriate machinery.”

Erskine May also refers to the case of the increase of charges
contained in the Appropriation Act at pages 803, 801 (read with p.
797). This indicates that such increases should follow formal
procedures and have the express sanction of Parliament.

1985 ecesBad 2
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The Solictor-General submitted that the transactions referred to in
the Second Schedule would be conducted on monies allocated from
receipts from these very same activities of Government and the
expenditure would in turn generate more income. He referred to
clause 3 of the Bill. The Solictor-General however conceded that in
some instances a withdrawal of monies from the Consolidated Fund
can take place before or without the receipts coming in. But he said
that there is no danger in such an event because of the presence of
clause 4 of the Bill. In our view clause 4 provides no adequate answer
hecause if clause 4 has to be read subject to the amending power given
to the Executive in the Second Schedule, it would mean that clause 4
would be permitting withdrawals fromt the Consolidated Fund to any
amount that would be fixed by the Executive. The Solictor-General

(11D
Treasury
Minimum limits of
Receipts to be

(Iv) (V)

Maximum limits of
Liabilities of the

Maximum limits of
Debit Balances of

credited te the the activities of activities of
accounts of the Government Government
activities of
Government
20,000,000 9,000,000 —
300,000,000 290,000,000 ——
800,000,000 4 000,600,000 o

aiso brought to our notice the provisions of the Standing Orders
relating to the Public Accounts Committee. The Public Accounts
Committee examines the accounts relating to appropriations by
Parliament, but the issue before us is the validity and propriety of the
manner of appropriation itself. The impugned clause could therefore
in a given case result in the alteration of the specified amounts
credited or debited to the Consolidated Fund. Such dealings could to
some extent distort the picture of national finance presented to
Parliament in the form of estimates and could have the effect of
weakening Parliamentary control over finance.

The issue in this matter is more the question of the extent of
Parliamentary control over national Finance than one of delegation of
legislative power simpliciter. Incidentally it would be anomalous for
Parliament which has to exercise financial control over expenditure
by the Executive to delegate that power to the very authority which it
has to supervise without devising suitable checks to control the use of
that power, In our view some amount of direct and actual control
however nominal has to be retained by Parliament in this matter. The
effect of our determination is to restore to Parliament the right to
exercise a power which rightly belongs to it.

Finally we would like to express our thanks to the petitioner, a
public spirited citizen, who conscious of his own rights under the
Constitution — and probably conscious also of the fact that the People
are Sovereign - has taken advantage of it to come forward to protect
the Constitution and to vindicate what he considered were the rights
of the Parliament.

R. S. Wanasundera
JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT

K. A. P. Ranasinghe
JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT

H. D. Tambiah
JUDGE OF THE SUPREME COURT
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SEDOEO dm S0
allbsnph@E aminps aflanLsst
ORAL ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

8. oedubs Bom : O Done

Fij. 1. ssiEiu @ Gudan Feol Bssio
MR. D. KALANSURIYA : INTERDICTION
587/85
3. ode RIRD. comanm Banm (EE)
(swr B8 Lifleny. sappruds — sied)
(Dr. W. Dahanayake — Galle)

Hacsids BeEAc m AcaES 8Eag ¢ E8n®ens gy gudna

(q) emeEmimD, A8 en@ eedded, di0d 9¥ndebng Um
el BLOEEEEE qgosim Bitied. oem 7 & B ocuigdo
Beom, 1985 gsgd 18 £86¢ D8 von® odn Gadc o
Bond oo oges SHded Bnd 8o an ¢l 500 e0th
eEH 988 elican onos B3gl Had 0 ey TS
oo (Pedig ?

() @D g8 Lou codP oo edicm oye Hus S8 o
ody cRdes ?

() o6 conmddes) o8, & B ?

Beiredf) stAQurmsir Nr§ seowssmrs Calr allg :

(o) Carweirgyey, GUHBmeduns sl Gssrusn SGler Hrbsrd
Anmrfwrrer, sred, weawapin , HEFTE wraigms, T
o BedsgFld afldss Bim 4. svsTgiu srdTuaid
1985 guredr 18 g §a§ Galw G Bmdss
GFimiulLrt steTumgul, yaumsEGlu  SEnrdFbus
GarGasuu_eldin satumgus, 5 wrsbismmEs Gward
wyibh @HoOUSEIND Srésd Ceiwliuallsia e um S
et gy Heurrr ?

Beoumpdg ymrésvunnpd, GHpOuSSrapd  erUGurg
aupmsiuGs ?

(@) @i, ser ?

(=21)

asked the Deputy Minister of Power and Energy :

(@) s he aware that Mr. D. Kalansuriya of 7, Asoka
Mawatha, Madawalamulla, Galle, a permanent
labourer, Petroleum Corporation, Kolonnawa,
was interdicted on 18th April, 1985 but has not
been paid half salary due to him, nor has a
charge sheet been issued to him for over 5
months ?

(h) When will he be paid half salary, and charge
sheet issued on him ?

(¢) If not, why ?

8. canddm Voo (2B Ton §@5mE) ab Hewlds BeEac o
Acxad g@dHgeh)
(B I surrger — oubuTmp wreil L omwEFHLE HdTFE,
stflGurmer r) sjemwdFemd)
(Mr. P. Dayaratne — District Minister, Amparai and Deputy
Minister of Power and Energy)
(a) Yes. But the interdiction was on 17th April and
not on 18th.
(h) Churge sheet was issued on 31st October, 1983,
but he will not be paid the half salary.
(¢) According to the disciplinary procedure of the
C.P.C. employees interdicted for committing acts
of grave mis-conduct are not entitled to receive

emoluments during the period of H?gt]ﬁfzdeig%?q\loolaham Founcjgtigﬁ? and (h) above 7
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Sedle dondod ofeds eomnBes wmd : HHKE
alGa. FmBHuT aflsnilen pambsmap ¢ FiL e

SPECIAL PRESIDENTIAL COMMISSION OF INQUIRY :
LAWYERS

58885

4 euldes Swemb oo (esimoodc)

(Bm. g guablsry — 55samss)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody — Attanagalla)
CENENDBDE), Seid HEnD HIs o PLASE g, 859, BomEde
P on 0if ldd Sodn ofoen ¢PEnEenn g8
S .
(¢) Dede dmndod ofseh eonded comed m@ogn SCm
eancinm ¢ BHHEOS; DYSE?

() Bede dmlod ofiosedh soBes comd oem GHiodom
DEdonm oign ASEC ey 8 DHKLG; Bl ?

(&) oo ccord (¢) =0 (o) c@asidends Deds Smdod
sfneed cmBzs smed @0 S e&dn &g
BHZOGH0 s0bm 3¢ 0¥8cden BoF gEhaba ememe ?

() oo ocod (@) oo () o2adldesd Dede Zomlod
s8P8eh conBes cmed Dlan S eCiD (%4 0o 09
HHZOSHO c@dn 3¢ go@ gEhehe ememe; ?

Urgw symwdsm, o areprml &), of_snolny, Siwrent genwdFmid,
QumalBlasr senussmb, sausrare Falld Hiars omiwdsmuTear
aumrd GallL ailg :

(=) ofiGrL s@Buf flomiziy elsrriavuiar Galadbss

Sotgsiu’e FUL 9 fgpTser wreut ?

(o) s smSE lemdgup oflerriomullsr fambs
aflsrrismasmaGam guissiule  Fle oy HlepTEst
wreni ?

(@) GuBw (=) (9) B piufiuve oICF s@Sus
lawsmuy elsrrismwlsr Gaulwdblsar ywofSsUu
FUL 9 0eniT SEns S
wrg ?

(=) GuGa (=) () @ pAWI tu’L IG5 F@FUE
lemdgy eofsrrismrufldr Galosbsar ouofisinL
galarm sl Hfepdat CQrgudsiu’L CFrans
wrgl ?

GEgidsiu’s  @ursss6sTms

asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Local
Government, Housing and Construction, Minister of
Highways and Minister of Emergency Civil
Administration :

(a) Who were the lawyers engaged for the work of
the Special Presidential Commission of Inquiry ?

() Who were the lawyers who were engaged to
make the preliminary investigations for the
Special Presidential Commission of Inquiry ?

(¢) What is the total amount paid to lawyers engaged
for the work of the Special Presidential
Commission of Inquiry referred to in (a) and (b)
above 7

(d) What is the amount paid to each individual
lawyer engaged for the work ol the Special

Presidential Commission of Inquiry referred to
T
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©8. Briusd ewedd) Swmm (0KEedsiy moam m &
09008 oo Oy mddded oy wbhenn®)

(Bm. b efldrsern QuGrrr — UTITERWETD SIS,
afllorwur Ggsmp Smuwssmb Srgsw rariss CsrpLrad)

(Mr. M. Vincent Perera — Minister of Parliamentary Affairs &
Sports and Chief Government Whip)

1 answer on behalf of the Hon. Prime Minister,
Minister of Local Government, Housing &
Construction, Minister of Highways and Minister of
Emergency Civil Administration.

As it is a long answer. I am tabling it.

*soeon 0 odo o 889 :
surd g8 eeudsiin’s aflene :
Answer tabled :

(a) In connection with the Special Presidential Commission of
Inquiry five teams of lawyers were appointed —

(1) M/s. V. C. Gunatilleke, Solicitor-General,
L. C. Seneviratne ana
G. 8. Marapana

who assisted the commission in preparation of their material.

(ii) A team of lawyers from the unofficial bar namely Messrs.
J. B. L. de Silva, M. H. Amit, H. M. P. Herath, 5. K.
Thambipillai, Raja Dep, T. M. S. Nanayakkara, C. V. L.
Seneviratne, S. J. Mohideen, P. R. Wickremanayake, L.
W. Jayawickrema, R. J. de Silva, Nimal Weeraratne, J. J.
Rajakaruna, Mahinda Haradasa, H. Jayawardene, Jauffer
A. Hassen, E. M. T. B. Ekanayake, H. D. A. de Andrado,
N. W. Zanoon, M. B. Peramune, Lakshman Perera, L. K.
Wimalachandra, M. B. Jayasekara and S. T. Jayanaga
examined the material relating to the subject matter of the
mandate of the commission. They examined petitions sent
by the members of the public as well as files from the
relevant Government Departments.

(iii) A team of lawyers headed by Mr, A. C. de Soyza, led
evidence for the commission. They consisted of Mr. S. W.
B. Wadugodapitiya, then Dy. Solicitor-General, Messrs. P.
S. C. de Silva, then Dy, Director of Public Prosecutions, S.
K. H. Wijeyatilleke, then Senior State Counsel, C. M. N.
Bogollagama, then Senior State Counsel, A. R. C. Perera,
then State Counsel, Mrs. Rohinie Perera, then State
Counsel, Messrs. A. F. T. Fernando, then State Counsel,
E. L. Basnayake, then State Counsel, E. S. de Silva, then
State Counsel.

(iv) Mr. Tilak Gunawardene, Assistant to the Commissioners,

(v) Miss R. Haniffa, Assistant Secretary.

(b) i) A team of lawyers from the unofficial bar namely Messrs.
J. B. L. de Silva, M. H. Amit, H. M, P. Herath, S. K.
Thambipillai, Raja Dep, T. M. 8. Nanayakkara, C. V. L.
Seneviratne, S, J. Mohideen, P. R."Wickrcmanayake. L.
W. Jayawickrema, R. J. de Silva, Nimal Weeraratne, J. J.
Rajakaruna, Mahinda Haradasa, H. Jayawardene, Jauffer
A. Hassen, E. M. T. B. Ekanayake, H. D. A. de Andrado,
N. W. Zanoon, M. B. Peramune, Lakshman Perera, L. K.
Wimalachandra, M. B. Jayasekara and 8. T. Jayanaga
examined the material relating to the subject matter of the
mandate of the commission. They examined petitions sent
by the members of the public as well as files from the
relevant Government Departments.
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(ii) A team of lawyers headed by Mr. A. C. de Soyza, led
evidence. They consisted of Messrs. S. W. B.
Wadugodapitiya, then Dy. Solicitor-General, P. 8. C. de
Silva, then Dy. Director of Public Prosecutions, S. K. H.
Wijeyatilleke, then Senior State Counsel, C. M. N,
Bogollagama, then Senior State Counsel, A. R. C. Perera,
then State Counsel, Mrs. Rohinie Perera, then State
Counsel, Messrs. A. F. T. Fernando, then State Counsel, E.
L. Basnayake, then State Counsel, E. S. de Silva, then
State Counsel, T. Goonesekera then State Counsel, S. J.
Goonesekera and Sarath de Abrew, then State Counsels.

(¢) A sum of Rs. 3,35,775.00 was paid.

Rs

(d) (1) Mr. C. L. Seneviratne was paid 10,000
(2) Mr. G. S. Marapone was paid 10,000
(3) Mr. A, C. de Zoysa was paid 150,000
(4) Mr. S. K. H. Wijeyatilleke was paid 9,000
(5) Mr. 5. W. B. Wadugodapitiya was paid 9,000
(6) Mr, P. S, C. de Silva was paid 51,000
(7) Mr. C.M.N sgollagama was paid 22,875
(8) Mr. A. R. C. s erera was paid 25,700
(9) Mrs. Rohinie Perera was paid 16,500
(10) Mr. A. F. T. Fernando was paid 9,000
(11) Mr. E. L. Basnayake was paid 12,950
(12) Mr. E. S. de Silva was paid 3,000
(13) Mr. Tisara Goonesekera was paid 3,000
(14) Mr. Sarath de Abrew was paid 2,250
(15) Mr. S. J. Ganasekere was paid 1,500

SBudD Fummed Oring Gdd og CEre® : egEhIMSEH
TcOmas
HBarACupm’ BuaGuintéy g HGamer
eui BHwsTm anpss
ASSOCIATED NEWSPAPERS OF CEYLON LTD : SUPREME
COURT CASE

sofmmL. :

5. EEs Scemd Bom Ehees

(8)n. wsmgoer guEGsry)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

GEENBnE, B DD HHHS o IACEH R0, BmErde
G259 on D28 bdd Podn ofSocn §EPSnEeos ¢
LD

(q) B2odHn Coemed Onon lad og o®He® 1983 gum 2

S &5 (Deds) cEgEhdnded puudonad OSadmcedndc |

() oo ous nEDD ARHD & ndm, crdddndedds B ?

() oo ocos nE0 olandecs &29edn Crom omod

5t o o2Ho® D8 odmedda oo 820D (e
oies St om oBho? edpetn BdHEDSEo " oy
@b ?

() D8 oo 5@ cOnedn BE0dHD Com Ooog Gtedd

on o@hod B ady ecodbn g DHOKOS; ®OSK ?

(@) pom () & 2oy &8 on ADXNCO c0dn (3¢ ™mER

OEhehc emmemel( ?

() pom (@) & oo HHHDS,H0 o @l e DO ?
Uirgw semwsdsms, e eraprTC P, of iy, Bifwres jenwssms,
Cumalflast syemuésmi, seasrarw Falld Biters oemwssmura
susrd GslL aflgy :

589
() 1983 @eir 2 gub Gwss e wi FHusiry elQwenTiLisHd
(a1GsL) HCerPCuiL 1’ FHyev@uiutey U FGaursr
SBGr” g s Fdsrrrras @Al oo gr ?
() Gupuyg enps@sr “Guind Ayev” vHILIRWT S
s Adsrgrr 7
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exlife®snd

[cEdEd SoemD Bom)

(eer)

(=)

(=)

(@) Gupy apdds HErrPGuiLLr AyevGuluiew Ui

FGereir eABGrL USILTEAwt sridle sl oy flent seans
aran sULamgms SCFrFCu Ll SuysvBuliufev it
FBwrer WG GrgysSuwgr ?

uSir@fwi Friflgnd sbuefl srifand HGer@Gun’
AuevBuiinien gu AGurer difiGrL & L ewrgh CrgisSiw
FUL o Neptssr wreur ?

CuCa (#) @l gl v’ gaGamm L 9egms
@i GegidsiulL s e wrg ?

CuBar () @ A0 LUl #L oRepisendsTsr
sl L e eTOGUTSH Clrgudsiu L g ?

asked the Prime Minister, Minister of Local
Government, Housing and Construction and Minister
of Highways and Minister of Emergency Civil
Administration :

(a) Was the Associated Newpapers of Cevlon Ltd. a

party in the Supreme Court Application No. 2 of
1983 (Special) ?

(#) Was the Editor of ‘Daily News’ a party in the

above case ?

(c) Did the Associated Newspapers of Ceylon Ltd.

pay fees on behalf of the Editor and the
Associated Newspapers of Ceylon Lid. in the
above case to lawyers ?

(d) Who were the lawyers to whom fees were paid in

the above case by the Associated Newspapers of
Ceylon Ltd. on behalf of the Editor and the
Company ?

(e) What is the amount of fees paid to each lawyer”

mentioned in (d) above ?

(f) When were the fees paid to the lawyers

mentioned in (d) above ?

8. Bdedd soedd dnmm

(8w erib. afldrrarh QuCrrr)

(Mr. M. Vincent Perera)

I answer on behalf of the Hon. Prime Minister,

Minister

of Local Government, Housing &

Construction, and Minister of Highways and Minister
of Emergency Civil Administration.

I am tabling the answer.

*omebos o odo o SEad
Funfe S840 waidstin’s. afe :
Answer tabled :

(a) Yes.

(h) Yes.

(¢) Yes.

(d)} The Lawyers were :

Mr. H. W. Jayawardene -  Attorney-at-Law, Q.C.
(Consultation).
Attorney-at-Law, P.C.
Attorney-at-Law, P.C.
Attorney-at-Law

Attorney-atvb

Mr. K. N. Choksy =
Mr. Mark Fernando
Mr. D. H. N. Jayamaha -
Miss [. R. Rajapakse -

(e)
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Mr. Nihal Fernando -
Mr. M. A. Bastiansz -
Mr. D. H. R. Jayamaha -

& (f) Fees paid & date :

Mr. H. W. Jayawardene —
Mr. K. N. Choksy —
Mr. Mark Fernando o
Mr. D. H. N. Jayamaha —
Miss L. R. Rajapakse -
Mr. Nihal Fernando

Mr. N. A. Bastiansz -
Mr. D. F. R. Jayamaha -

5Hdo Hth ceeE. endhaygd
Gxfu af@amum’® aflp, TSI
NATIONAL SPORTS FESTIVAL, ANURADHAPURA
590/85

Attorney-at-Law
Attorney-at-Law
Attorney-at-Law

Rs.

7,875.00 (paid on 15.6.83)
123,375.00 (paid on 23.6.83)
45,000.00 (paid on 26.7.83)
10,000.00 (paid on 4.7.83)
5,000.00 (paid on 4.7.83)
5,000.00 (paid on 4.7.83)
15,000.00 (paid on 26.6.83)
12,500.00 (paid on 1.7.83)

6. cPwes dwemd Boomm

&

(B T RuSElET )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

=31

SEeluin 20gn o Sh ¢@SHa@ees g5 el

genicy 30 S 80 oEm@as | O (3D encidad
=080m @8 1985 XIII 8o hfho HEh cegE mEed? oon cens
20gn acm (S&d ¢ Dug® 88aK Bdnd S scos odmesic ?

(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
W)
(vi)
(vii)
(viii)

(ix)

AEroeses B mdes HHEe® Bucd® ;

HEhoeR enilodEE OB B56® Buc® ;
Snele® Hih R8O od 8006 op B T DB O ed
51:3(@ ;

CeEE 505 To ned s B Defs 553cE Bued
ended 2l 5,08¢, Bebend gcdane, sudn wwdnma

00 Hhd eogmfal comdy i@ cBded &e® sem
COm =¢ Dac® ;

Ceecl cB8 shoehs S8e® Buc® ;

odendtd DHdlondDs ©v cegect oogn ©¢
BEEE0 gmd oo o0A8 ode® DacE ;

CEECO somby BESH0 enln ¢ B oo 8% Em,
0

CeEC o6 coan ¢ 0dgden Dog®.

UTTTERGT D  Dgususisst, afitenurT Gasimpn Smwndemrs Gal

aflgy :

gaevl 30 g5 CpF wasd Qel@riut 1 b CsHeusr
DITTSUT SO B Qupp usTaflGlram raig CsFw aflenur, G

aflpr
Bjeurr

iilé‘i’tized by Noolaham Foundatigrg?

1985 @Qgrmid gpucc Jeraim Qrwalla disaflar aflurgms
Fo IGUTTT 2

(@)

(i)

(iii)

afllerwr L rdensd s&hf wHD s Geasnsrar CQram ;
afllerwr 'L rigd sl g Smsss Craa ;

& mugraTdms wveTell G HriyesheEn
SmgdahHf apsiif Geusd GurGaughEwrer GFasy ;
(iv) aflpraflsr@urgy apsirm prisepw Bsrermd apbifugsh
sTar LlFoe ;

(v} G ST oRT RIS TS, DBIETTRISEHESHLD, euTent Beugd
massL G, Gms Bapiflal g, geflagiils ks
U gl
Crevay ;

ureeriel  Jlsrimseflest 8 mLs@pd@0nTer

(vi) eflpreydegl Ssrlosln gemypsissitssty Gurégars
&lF Gewa ;

(vii) Guriywrentsgpdgt ofiprelld) sLmuurHPu gy
et EEhE@HE  sEaTSEpE@t o awey, sSEGHL s
SETOT GlFUs ;
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(viil) efipraflsd utiguDHW SgIaET SEEESTEN LLIERTL Ligujid
e _smrall Ligujh ;

(ix) eMyprejdsrar Guriss Clesy ?

asked the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and
Sports,—

Will he state the details of expenditure incurred for
the following items during the XIIth National Sports
Festival 1985 held at Anuradhapura from 30th August
to Ist September :

(i) Cost of construction of the wall round the
stadium ;

(ii) Cost of repairs done to the stadium building ;

(iii) Cost of Earth filling for the practising field and
barb wiring round it

(iv) Cost of electricity supplied during the three days
of the festival ;

(v) Cost of construction of Pandals, Decorations,
Fire works display, Musical Show and dresses
for the school children that took part in the
march past ;

(vi) Cost of transport of children to the festival ;

{(vii) Cost of Board and Lodging to Competitors,
Officers and Judges, who officiated at the
festival ;

(viii) Travelling and subsistance paid to the Officers,
who participated at the festival ; and

(ix) Total cost of the Festival ?

08, Ensio svedd) Boon

(Bm. st eflerzeirn GuGrrr)

(Mr. M. Vincent Perera)

As it is a long answer I am tabling it.

cOEEs deemd Bnmm

(8lh. weguosit gguistlary )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

It is a useful answer to get into HANSARD.
pmelow Fo odo o¢ S49d

sunf g8 meadsiu e aflan :

Answer tabled :

(i) Not aware. The playground is not belonging to
my Ministry. As such the expenditure was not
incurred from my Ministry.

Not aware. As the stadium building too is not
belonging to my Ministry.

Practising field too is not belonging to my
Ministry. However, a sum of Rupees One
Hundred Thousand has been donated on
22.04.85 to Anuradhapura Urban Council for the
improvements of the Stadium.

Rs. 29,086.10
Ministry has not incurred expenditure on

construction of Pandals.
Sum of Rs. 35,725 is spent on decorations and
sum of Rs. 11,870 is spent on Fire Works display.

(ii)
(iii)
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As Musical show was sponsored by the Ceylon
Tobacco Company my Ministry has not incurred
any expenditure. There was no March past by the
school children. There was a Drill Display by the
school children.

Following expenditure has been incurred on the
300 children who took part in the display:~

(a) Socks Rs.  4,748.00
() Handkerchiefs Rs. 1,742.95

(¢) Frock Materials and
Tailoring Fee Rs. 46,043.00
Total Rs. 52.534.45

There was a March past by Competitors.

Following expenditure were incurred on garmentsi~
Rs. 20.321.50
Rs. 43,650.00
5,000.00

(a) Trouser Malerials
(h) ‘T Shirts 1000
(¢) Printing of “T" Shirts Rs.

Rs. 68,971.50

Total

(vi) Sum of Rs. 4500 paid to S.L.T.B. for the
transport of 300 children for the Drill Display.

(vii) Cost of Board and Lodging to

Competitors Rs. 274,936.98
Cost of Board and Lodging to
Officers and Judges Rs.  29,743.00
(viii) Cost of expenditure on
90 Officers who participated as
Organisers/accompanied
competitors . Rs.  25.282.65

(ix) Total expenditure on Festival Rs. 1,101,377.67

crd. ©8. el@Ld V0dle : DHmE T
Hmos Bx. sTip. GsTwnam @ gy Sub
MRS. K. M. SOMAWATHIE : PENSION

575/85
7. mEnde DARD (omas Hm

(swor S Loy samprwss)

(Dr. W. Dahanayake)

Ee odEsn §ESDEPeed g gEma .

(&) Dec 20 © cEtuds o, 1984 gedE ¥ 30 &d I D@
8 g 332000 (o, 5T TDB QS5OEIm T STIE.
BHOE, cHemiinles oGl em. 8. eciPid Bosda 8B
Bep® Do e3omin g » cUnd qud¥; oo
eoiniedc ?

(M) oed coboies B8, g0 e0lnien ems®eH BeEwe eoimal,
oPcc osns odehnd os ooses ?

(qp) o eonmddies ©®, & Vo ?
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[eErdin D8R0 (omom Bom]

ymLmaud mestlsifid omuismrd Gall aflgy :

(@) 20 sumé Bemanfar dler 1984 gufd 30 oh CauE
pun@ubp GQpre o Pfmwuwrar, Qurgse, srree,
e svelaTLaugmauiin afldgw Smws Gs. st Grroras)
(Blev. 332009) ererusumés i gigyBuns, Grwaru HS),
giomw urd@sst (paduahmp st anpriGarrT ?

(®) ouuqurlsr Beumds srerer ? sTiGurg) ? ClarGEsiu@e
aHTUMSS swey GFF s peurrT ?

(@) EolwGus, seir ?

asked the Minister of Textile Industries :

(@) Will he pay the Pension, Provident Fund and
other dues, to Mrs. K. M. Somawathie of
Usgodawatta, Narawala, Poddala, Weaving
Teacher, No. 332009, who retired on 30th April,
1984, after over 20 years of service ?

(h) If so, please state what will be paid to her and
when ?

(¢) If not, Why 7

B sendsd snm (sdend@isin g@5nE))

(B elguure Quesry ey — e meag CETifld) semwsst)
(Mr. Wijayapala Mendis — Minister of Textile Industries

(a) The Director of Pensions by his letter No. PN (1)
332009 of 29.10.1985 has requested the Govt.
Agent, Galle, to pay Mrs. K. M. G. Somawathie’s
pension effective from 1.5.1984. The Secretary,
Public Service Provident Fund, has informed by his
letter No. 3/1/683/160772, that the award due to
Mrs. Somawathie from the PSPF will be paid in
due course.

(b) Details relating to the pension are as follows.
(i) Commuted Pension Rs. 9658.00

(ii) Monthly pension before commutation
Rs. 572.93

(iii) Monthly pension after commutation
Rs. 527.45

As stated at (@) above Mrs. Somawathie's pension
will be paid by the Govt. Agent, Galle.

(¢) Does not arise.

Bewids mditnomn®)
(Nr@é surprusi senssr)
(Mr. Deputy Speaker)
Question No. ]

8. Bwsd emedd) Bwo
(B srib. aflsirseirh QuGrrr)
(Mr. M. Vincent Perera)

On behalf of the Minister of Youth Affairs and
Employment and Minister of Education, I ask for one
month’s time to answer this Question.

gdna ¥ {oof pifoy S8 Sswio on f

afpanar wiGmm Swsfln swfifibss st lanfl oo g

Question ordered to stand down.
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Bewidr wdmammEh
(WFir@s surprwst sieudser)
/Mr. Deputy Speaker)

Question No. 2.

&8, Beedd soedd) @wm
(8. erib. ofleireerh @QuBrrr)

(Mr. M. Vincent Perera)

On behalf of the Minister of Lands and Land
Development and Minister of Mahaweli Development, 1
ask for two weeks' time to answer this Question.

gdna #g fool pifod S580 Hsulo oo cd
aflgpenas wHClars S gFlo suiiifdssd sl Gl conc gy
Question ordered to stand down.

e, OhEd c@enda : dldwms
Qasvell Ga. sTal @ Qamfsy
MISS K. CHARLOTTE : EMPLOYMENT

612/85

8. coluwed duemb) Bom (O8¢ CeHmeO Bom—EnlmEe—
CUMTT)

E@® wewdr guiCsry — Bm. £AET rewgILE — wre
RTON— FTTUTE)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody-On behalf of Mr. Chandra
Ranatunga-Mawanella)

Hewids &eE® Sostn B8R qdbntkes gy gons -

(@) =CE® Guldn 586 gerommens gom 0840 cdm By
et 2B oBhool geeched ol el DlED
eBemBud Eah € Hed ?

() @ clsan euyg codo oy obhos g Dooecs
@efinud DAEY n¥@manc, Gor gmd Deocs HmmHd
oBom o@3dd oo 999 Deuos ol oHEms
@ddas Gah § gD A0 A e o elos B SHedc ?

(q) @ ABnld scm oBPa sldeed Do ot Hedc ?

(@) @0 eBenm oF AHHDS ¢ah 8 oed 98n msaios
Beng ?

(9) ¢l dBwda Eah egmEnc ?

&) oed B8, wbcc ?

B é QeupuBise Jrf smuismrs Gsi aflgy :

(o) Blréd QewpuBssed omuwsifad 0840 o Blevdsd
Qasrfls wdE o'm Qanburssw, oEHEsaluald
aRdEl Qrdall G sral Gdeg aupiistiu Garagr ?

(o) @i sdallt Qurgis srrsrd usSr (srsmressr)
ufensulld) senflss5ld allGrL PGEujs, Frisens o L
wpeiTy ure misefled, Slneowd RS Cugnd Ere
urtisafls srgrremd HgFupd QubmisenrQrer @il
kil g encufled @ i Gerongr ?

(@) Calwturstdlpars @i agslar Goigpst Uflans
SE5E% Syempssiu’ i ?

(=) @pmpamr Pamss Cale aphisiul TwemiLsHeTar
&ryemTd wrgl ?

() Boumis Calaurdrmy aupisiuGor ?

) Cuwalld®, sriGurg ?

(par
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asked the Deputy Minister of Plan Implementation :

(@) Was Miss K. Charlotte of Aludeniya,

Hemmathagama issued a Job Bank Card No.840.

by the Ministry of Plan Implementation ?

Has it been recorded in the Job Bank card that
she has passed her G.C.E.(O/L) Examination
with a distinction in Mathematics, and credits in
three subjects including Sinhala and two other
ordinary passes ?

(h)

(e)

For how many interviews for employment has she
been called ?

(d) For what reason has she not hitherto been given
employment ?

(e)

(f) If so, when ?

Will she be given employment ?

&B. Bhusd ssedd Bonon
(8w srid. aflsirasrh GuUGrrr)

{Mr. M. Vincent Perera)
1 answer on behalf of the Deputy Minister of Plan

Implementation.

(a) Yes.
(H) Yes.
(¢) She had been referred for one interview.

(d) Job Bank registrants are referred for interviews
on receipt of names from the computer at the
Data Bank. Accordingly her name has been
referred for an interview. But the final selection
on suitability is done by the institution which
holds the interview.

Action will be taken to refer her for interviews in
future too as and when vacancies occur.

(¢)

(/) Does not arise.

Bultn oo emgPuw, 1986
2515ELGF slLupb, 1986
APPROPRIATION BILL, 1986

M wmeddf wdedod weem JED F—
[godc s Bas 20]

[Hexicds odimangd Gomomdd Je.]

Sapalld Guwgns grous CQubng. — [Carés @ 29 Quransut]
[r@¢ surprust syantsar sévaw algsrisar.]

Considered further in Committee [Progress : 29th November]
[MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.]

oS mEh

(slovaur)

(The Chairman)

Appropriation Bill - Head No. 48 — Ministry of

Foreign Affairs. The vote will be taken at 3.45 p.m

1985 eces,®a% 2

48 O Bdwe—~Detn ©ogn FETI®

{ So £0) wdom-Defn mBasom oUudi-oodidon Bace,
<. 31,50.86,000
sy 48.— QaaflnTlE 2gimisisdT semosat
BapsPg Bk L— Qaeflsr Gs Ssrirysla pLrisd — darGaumes
@aevay, pmur 31,50,96,000

HEAD 48 - MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Programme 1. - Conduct of Foreign Relations - Recurrent

Expenditure, Rs, 315,096,000

codes daemd @unon

(B\m. esigwer guiEGlar )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
I move,

“That the Programme be reduced by Rs. 10.”

Sir, by moving this cut on the Votes of the Hon.
Minister of Foreign Affairs and his Ministry, I will not
be generous because after all he has been tipped off in
so many fields and the last castration that has been
done ic in his own Ministry where everything has been
removed from what he should perform and do according
to the rights, privileges and policies that are normally
controlled and enunciated by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. 1 feel very sorry for him, Sir, for the simple
reason that though the Estimates say what his functions
are, he i< completely deprived of using those funciions. |
do not think he is a participant in any of the Foreign
Affairs’ problems that are really inflicting the country,
Therefore one finds it rather difficult to talk on Foreign
Affairs mainly because we do not know what he is
controlling. He is a mere figure-head. His Deputy, such
a charming person, is also a mere figure-head and he is
acung half the time. - (Interruption). That is a very
appropriate comment. So I would say, Sir. it would be
better if another Ministry is created and the Deputy
Minister becomes a Permanent Minister and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs is given to the Hon.
Minister to do all the trips abroad.

Sir, it is rather strange that the problem that has
arisen in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs is that a most
inconsistent policy is being adopted in various fields.
This inconsistency is not because of the Hon. Minister’s
fault. Tt is mainly due to the fault of the Government,
What the Hon. Minister of Finance said, “Do not say
anything bad in the budget but say something bad
about the Government”, applies here too. There is
nothing wrong with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs but
everything is wrong with the Government. Take, for
instance, his stance on non-alignment. The Hon.
Minister has a definite codified stance which he could
make use of in order to have all the non-aligned
countries and even the aligned countries from both sides
support him. We had that position in 1971. When we
had the problems and troubles, all countries -~ you may
have noticed — came to our aid.
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[cofdEy dosmB Boom]

But, unfortunately, what has happened now ? His
Excellency the President himself has said - I think in
the Bahamas or Paris -~ we have no friends. This is one
of the most dangerous situations that the country can
get into. If we do not have friends, then we would have
only enemies or those who do not care for us. When His
Excellency the President says that we have no friends,
that is a sound warning to all of us, not only to the
government but also to the Opposition and the entire
country. If we get into difficulty or dire straits we have
no person Lo help us or bale us out. Our country is
placed in a sad position because of the interference in
Foreign Affairs by all the Ministers that are concerned.
They have interfered in policy. They have interfered in
the programming of Foreign Affairs. They have
interfered in the agreements which the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs should control. They have interfered in
all matters that it appears that there is no Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. 1 do not blame any of the Officers of
the Ministry mainly because of that fact.

What is the situation today ? Take the Western bloc.
The Western bloc is politically friendly towards us. |
know the reason. It is because they have invested a lot
of money in this country. According to the Hon. Prime
Minister in his speech at New York he has said that 498
foreign organizations have invested in this country. You
will realize that most of those organizations are most
probably from the West. So our relationship with the
West is all right. When it comes to the case of the
Eastern bloc we charge them with that hackneyed
phrase, “*Marxist oriented,” *“Marxist oriented
organizations are existing in this country.” Everything
that you see is marxist. I am not a Marxist. I am a
non-Marxist. | do not oppose Marxism. [ get the best of
Marxism but the fact remains that we have tainted that
entire bloc with this bogey of Marxism. Today we are
perpetuating that by saying that even the problems that
are taking place in this coutry are due to Marxism, and
therefore, we do not have friends.

Take for instance, the friendship that we have with
China. there was a very cold period. But, Sir,
immediately after the friendship that was created
between the USA and China our relationship with
China improved. You can just se¢ how much we are
indebted. We have to go through third party to get
friendly with a country like China. The {riendship with
China is improving. Take India. We live in fear. 1 am
sure everyone is living in fear. But why did we live in
fear ? Or why are we living in fear of India ? Is it this
problem alone or is it something else ? Who created
that fear 7 During the time of Sri Lanka Freedom Party
we never lived in fear of India. We were always freindly
and we did not have that idea of fear at all. This
Government its Hon. Ministers and the Hon. Prime
Minister at one stage challenged India to invade us.
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Can you imagine this situation ? Tis shows the lack of
thinking on foreign affairs. 1 must say the Hon.
Minister did not make these utterances. The others have
lacked a knowledge of the basic tenets of foreign affairs
where you do not charge governments with interference
of this nature. At one stage I can remember how
inconsistent we were, We wanted to join ASEAN. What
happened to that poropsal ? I am told, Sir, that proposal
is still there on the cards. For God’s sake, | am asking
the Hon. Minister to please withdraw this application,
Do not think of ASEAN at all. It is history where we
are concerned @ it is a dying concern. We had very
strong connections with Singapore and the ASEAN
group, but quietly we were excluded from that group
and ultimately we had to get out.

What is our position with the Arab bloc? Our
relations are completely strained. During the time of
the last governmet the Arab nations or rather the
Muslims, I would say, were with the government of this
country. What I am sayig is this. Governments may
come, governments may go in our country, but it must
be remembered that we should keep a stance where we
do not have enemies. We have created enemies among
the Arabs. They do not like us any more. They have a
fear about the Israeli connection or the Zionist
connection. They may not tell the Hon. Minister
straight to his face. But personally they do not like it.
Then Saudi Aid was forthcoming. Now they say Saudi
aid is no being given. So, Sir, we have gradually got into
a situation where the entire world does not recongnize
us. And to cap it all, Sir, His Excellency the President
goes and says “We have no friends™. I think, Sir, the
Hon. Minister should let us know why this situation
came about and why he is allowing the situation to
deteriorate in this manner ? Our connections with the
world at large are quietly getting eroded into a position
where we have no friends. This is a very serious matter.
And I would like to start off by saying that we are truly
living in fear of India. People of this country never lived
in fear. We were great friends and we are still gerat
friends of India. We have so much of cultural
relationship and our trade relationships are getting
closer, but with all that we are now living in fear. You
can just imagine !

The problem that we had was the ethnic problem.
How many summits have been there on this ethnic
problem 7 I have never seen a problem where the Heads
of state met so many times, in such a short time, and the
result up to date is nil. From July 1983 up to now how
many times have we been to India ? How many
discussions did we have ? We are still holding
discussions. I will come to that later. But, Sir, first there
was the famous JR-Rajiv meeting in Delhi. Then there
was the Thimpu talks. Then His Excellency’s brother
was sent as the chiel Ambassador. Then we had the
Delhi meeting where the Working Paper was discussed
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and signed. Now I find the “Island” newspaper comes
out quietly with it — what I have been asking for. I will
come to that quietly later on. Then we also had the
Lalith-Rajiv meeting in July or August. Them we had
the Rajiv—JR talks in the Bahamas. Then we also had th
Lalith-Rajiv meeting in Oman. with all this, Sir, the
Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs has nothing to do !

What I want to know is how far dies the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs get involved in this process of India—Sri
Lanka dialogue. Today one cannot say that India is only
a peace-maker or an honest broker or a third party. No.
India has been brought in as a definite party into this
process and I think, the ultimate decision will be for the
Sri Lanka Government, the Indian Government and
The ENLF grouping to sit at one table to discuss this
matter.

Therefore, it is very strange that we have got into this
situation. I am made to understand that the President is
going to meet Mr. Gandhi again in Dhaka. 1 do not
know what the outcome is going to be there. So many
summits have been held, so many discussions have been
going on, but nothing has come out because they are not
properly handled. T would say that anyone will realize
that we should now at least, two and a half years after
1983, have some basic idea as to what we are going to
do. The “Island” of today quotes His Excellency’s
speech where he says, “I see the total liquidation of the
terrorist elements”. To me it sounds like a bugle call.
There is a famous poem about the bugle that was
sounded just before the retereat.

I think, it is a serious matter and the Ministry mus.
take a positive step towards this process of normalizing
relationship and also get equally involved in what we
should do about the India-Sri Lanka problem.

Sir, we have this problem dragging on. There is a
reason why problems like this are dragging on. We have
component Ministers of this Government, the Hon.
Minister of Rural Industrial Development and the Hon.
Minister of National Security. Now they seek a free
hand to solve this problem. I can understand if the Hon.
Minister of National Security is given full powers to
solve the problem, but he is not. It is the President who
will decide. The president has said that he is the final
authority on all problems and he is going to be the
overseer of all Ministries. This is not a very good thing
if it is going to be so, especially on the plane of foreign
affairs. — (/nterruption) According to the hon. Member
for Maharagama the President is the Minister of
Overseas Affairs.

g e, 9.30

Now we see another individual who has come into the
scene, the hon. Member for Galle who speaks on the
same problem. I have great respect for him, Sir. Now,
what are his proposals ? The PLOT proposal, the TULF
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proposal and the CWE proposal —all these proposals are
the same. There is no difference between those
proposals. In that process I do not know how the hon.
Member for Galle is connected with the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs knows
nothing about his proposal.

I would like the Hon, Minister of Foreign Affairs to
take a more active part in these discussions. 1 will tell
him why. The main charge against this country is that
we are violating human rights. Now that part of it has
to be defended by the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs
in the various world forums. This 1s the main thrust
against the Government, the country and more
especially the Sinhalese. This is the main problem.
What action have we taken to counter these moves in
the western media ? Who the man is who is involved in
that no one knows !

2o gdendletn® Bom (DEHm)
(B®. =55 sos. GOasw — Swearan)
(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama — Kalawana}

A man or a woman 7

CoE@s Swemd Som

(Bim. wahyioer muE@sTy )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

There is, according to the hon. Member for Kalawana
(Mr, Sarath Muttetuwegama), a man or a woman. Who
18 the man or woman 7

Now, why I say this is this. They think there is no
freedom of expression in this country They think we do
not give the right of agitation, the right of seeking
Constitutional reforms. This is one thrust against this
Government as well as the country when it comes to
foreign affairs. The avowed policy of the Government is
non-alignment. We also stick to non-alignment. We are
not aligned. Therefore we can have a very close liaison.
But our approaches are different. We can both go to a
particular place, but we take separate roads. That is the
difference.

Then there is another accusation that there is no
equal protection of tle law for the people of this
country. That is another accusation. They think that we
have inhumane activities in this country. They say that
do not allow equal oppertunities of employment,
religion etc. —there are so many such fields.

What action have we taken ? The Hon. Minister will
have to face the music in the UNO when it comes up
there. There you will be confronted with all those
agreements that we have signed. For instance, take all
those human rights agreements that we have signed, the
UN resolutions that we have subscribed to. All that will
have to be faced by the Government. Without taking
action if you keep mum, il you keep silient, you will be
always caught on the wrong foot. That is what is
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happening. 1 would like the Hon. Minister to let us
know what action he has taken on these accusations that
have been made — that there are so many violations of
human rights in this country, that we are a barbaric
country, that the Sinhala nation is barbaric, that we are
committing all the atrocities in the world. I think the
Government should clarify this.

The other matter | want to refer to is in regard to the
friends of Sri Lanka. His Excellency J. R. Jayewardene
had said that we have no friends. I was just thinking,
who are the friends that we have, or rather who are the
friends that we did have ? The thought struck me, being
a Buddhist Sinhala country who are the friends we
have ? We have ignored the old, traditional friends that
we had.I can remember that during the time of the late
Mr. D. S. Senanayake, when the Foreign Office was
originally started, the first ambassador to be appointed
from this country was to Burma. Of course, we had a
type of ambassador in India, Sir Don Baron Jayatillake.
We had a close connection with, I think, Thailand
connection was very strong, so much so that if you go to
any of the old houses in Galle you will find there a
photograph of the king of Thailand. I was wondering
how the photograph of the king of Thailand came and
why. It is because we had a very strong Buddhist
connection at that time. Then we had Cambodia and
Vietnam. These are traditional Buddhist countries.

During the period that we have had this problem have
we ever thought of them, our traditional friends 7 It is
true that in this country the villages constitute 75 per
cent Sinhalese. The people may belong to various
religions. But the Foreign Office must contain people
who can project the strong influences in the country.
Today is there anyone in the Foreign Office who can
project that type of influence, who can say who are the
traditional freiends ? Why do we not get together with
our traditional friends 7 Why do we not meet ? If there
is going to be a threat to this country from any quarter
why should we not consult them ? Why should we not
negotiate with them ?

Now, this is the type of thinking that we must get
back to. No one is going to beiicve that we are being

attacked by Marxists. It is a very cynical way of

attacking a group. Therefore, Sir. I think that if you go
in search of those traditional friends you will see who
the friends are.

Now, Sir, there is also another matter which I want
to raise. It is a very serious problem. The President says
he wants one year to solve this problem. He also said it
ata BBC interview that he wishes to have another three
years for this type of activity to go on and then he will
smash it. But according to his statement in “India
Today™ he has declared war. There are no two words
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about it. Are you prepared for war 7 Are the Sinhalese
people prepared for war ? Is the Government prepared
for war ? I think this type of loose talk must end, Sir, if
you want to get anything done.

Another question | want to ask the Foreign Office is
whether they have anything to do with internaticuui
agreements, The two political agreements are, on the
Working Paper, about which we do not know anything
other than the fact that it came out in the “Island” in
parts, and the second the agreement with regard to the
cessation of hostilities or the famous “ceasefire™. I am
made to understand, Sir, that it is in four or five parts.
Now, that is an agreement where three parties have
signed. It is a very funy situation, Sir. Has the Hon.
Minister seen it ?7— (Interruption).- 1 have seen in the
“Forum™ a passage which I thought was a part of the
ceasefire agreement. The “Forum” may have got it from
somewhere. 1 was very astonished to se that the
agreement talks of three countries. I am reading from
the “Forum™ of 1st December, yesterday. This what it
says

Though the Sri Lankan government did not disclose the terms of
the agreement to its own people, the official organ of the Eelam
People’s Revolutionaly Liberation Front (EPRLF), “Spokesman™
published them.

“Spokesman” said that a four phase plan for a ceasfire between the
government of Sri Lanka and Liberation Organisations came into
effect on June 18.”

What is most significant is the wording of “Phase IV” of the
agreement. It is as folows :

Phase IV

“Secret talks on substantive issues for reaching a political
settlement to take place between the emissaries of the government
and representatives of the Tamil political leadership and Tamil
militant groups. The venue fo these talks could be a third country
(emphasis ours — Ed. Forum) accepatble to both sides. Every effort
should be made to maintian the secrecy of these talks and, in any
case, of the course of the discussions. The search for a solid
foundation for a political solution must be completed in this period of
three months from the date of declaration of the ceasefire and the
amnesty. Depending on the result of these secret talks, open and
direct dialogue betweent he government and the representatives of
the Tamils can commence as soon as the necessary groundwork is
considered to have been laid™.

According to this agreement, the venue of these talks could be a
third country,”

Now, which is the first country, which is the second
country, and which is the third country ?

d & od odd vom (Bede okin &)

(@@l . ofl. srev. anilfs — Geellpri L grabssr ymwser)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed - Minister of Foreign Affairs)

May I say this ? In English, when you say it is going
to take place in another place you say it is a third
country : you never say “in a second contry.”
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coEEs doemmd Snon

(Bm. ewssyuwst guwSEsTy )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

This could only mean that two contries are
participants in the agreements. If we are discussing this
problem with the militants of this country or the
terrorists of this country or the “boys” of this country or
whatever grouping of this country, it has to be in a
second country, it cannot be in a third country. In other
words, you have accepted the position, according to the
“ceasefire” agreement that these are “countries”, That
is why you are talking of a third country. You are not
saying, “Let us have a discussion in the next country or
the second country.” Even in English it does not mean
anything,

S 8. od. 0BE enmm
(et s1. of. srov. anifs)
(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

Even then it would be India. Is that not so ?

cRUST Swemb) o
(8m. osmguer gusGETy )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Then why not say “India”

< 8 od »8d ewon

(gel . of. srov. anifs)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

I do not think there is much to the point you are

making.

coEen duosmd @nm

(8. vmquwsr pgustsry)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Who drew up this agreement ? I am asking this
question straight from you. You have a legal
department. They should have drawn it up.

d & od 08D o

(et a7 ab. erev. amfs)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

I am only listening to what you are reading.

CoEs deem Snm

(5m. svsagoeht guEtlsTiy )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I will table this so that you can read it. This could
only mean that two countries are participating in the
agreement. Sri Lanka is obviously one, because the
Government of Sri Lanka is a party to the agreement.
The other party to the agreement are the Tamil military
groups who claim that they are fighting for a separate
State of Tamil Eelam. Is the second country then
Eelam ? It may be illogical when you put down the term
“third country™, but the fact remains that when you sign
a document or agreement you must think in terms of
legal jargon. The Foreign Office has all the legal men
who can look into this type of agreement. No other
office in this country has it. Perhaps the
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Attorney-General’s Department could, but I do not
know whether they know anything about foreign affairs.
This shows that any other persons who tries to deal with
this subject can get into hot water and into serious
trouble. I do not know why you are not getting involved
in the peace process. This is the danger.

Then there is the Air Lanka — SIA agreement. Have
you seen it ? Have you seen the Air Lanka  Singapore
Airways agreement ? The Hon. Minister does not know
it. If you see that agreement you will find that it is a
complete sell-out. T think you should get hold of that
agreement. Get your Foreign Office people to look into
that agreement. According to what I am informed, we
will never get any tourist traffic under that agreement.
Why are we having all these foreign agreements ? It
may be about Air Lanka. Air Lanka is losing.

© 6 od 08D oo

(gpemts o1, e ersiv. amifig)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

You see, in all talks with regard to airlines, the
Foreign Office is present there only to give advice as far
as the Foreign Office angle is concerned. We do not
advice on any commercial matters. That is the pratice
the world over, not only here.

coERs doemmd oo

(8\m. swamgsh guabsrg )

{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

During the time of the last Government we
established an Economy Division, and this Government
also has an Economic Division there. It is now being
looked after by Mr. Susantha de Alwis. He is a very
competent and capable person. Why is he not given
these papers 7 Did he ratify that draft ?

g 8 od o8l ooy

(sgems o1, @bl srov. amifs)

{Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

As 1 told you, not only in Sri Lanka but the world
over Foreign Office participates if there is a problem
but they do not advise on commercial matters. That is a
fact.

COEEs Swetms) Bmen
(Bn wsgoar guafsryg)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Then I cannot understand
Division is there. Scrap it.
Economic Division 7

why the Economic
Why are you having an

48 oY oD dom
(et o1. ob. erev. amifs)
(Mr. A. C. 5. Hameed)

I will explain when I reply.

couEds doemnd) Swmmn
(B)m. sosigner uEQsry)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

You may explain when you reply.
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[red®a dosamB $mm]

The Hon. Minister said there are 498 foreign firms
that have come into this country and have put their
money in. The GCEC is operating an export promotion,
area, and we do not have any control over them
whatsover. The Hon. Prime Minister said there are so
many foreign organizations. Have vou looked into the;
Pelwatte agreement ? Have you looked into any of the
foreign agreements that were entered into by the Hon.

Minister of Textiles ?

g & oo ol enom
(ments 1. e sTsr. amifs)
(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

I will answer vou.

& o 843

codes ducemd oo

(8. esagoar gQuEGlaTy )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

This is a very serious matter beause all these
decisions have a bearing on the Foreign Office. [ would
say that all foreign agreements must get Foreign Office
clearance. If yo do not get Foreign Office clearance you
will get into very serious trouble,

1 would also like to know from the Hon. Minister why
he is silent on most of the international problems that
have taken place. There was this famous Summit
everyone was talking about and very keen to find out
the details. Qur Prime Minister sent a peace message to
the Summit that took place in Geneva between
President Regan and General-Secretary Gorbachev,
(Interruption)

2 YPenIIIO® Do

(&m. ér.rjs (pSCI B GCeus0)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

The Americans declined to vote on the Prime
Minster’s proposals in the UN, /

coEs Soemmd Snon

(8. svaagiosit udEsTy )

{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

But the Prime Minister took the initiative and sent a
peace message. Everyone was waiting because it was a
very important events as far as they were concerned.
Everyone in the Foreign Office was wailing to see what
the outcome was and the Prime Minister reacted
accordingly. But, after the Agreement, did vou dream
or think of what you were going Lo say 7 Do vou like it
or not 7 Are you in agreement with what they sactioned
or are yvou disapproving of it ? You are mum ! This is
the point, Sir.

Take for instance, the Indian Ocean Peace Zone
proposal. It is as dead as a door nail. You are dumb !
This is why I cannot understand as to what you are
doing. ([nrerruption) Please do. We were to have a
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Summit in 1982. It got postponed to 1983, then to 1984
and then again to 1985. Now | am made to understand
that it is to be postponed for 1987. 1 know what you are
trying to do. One of these days the Hon. Minister may
like to see that this is bailed out from his authority and
some other country takes it over. That is what he wants
to happen. He is not taking any initiative. Please do. We
have been asking this question from 1982 and we cannot
go on asking this question every year. Truely and
honestly we feel that you are trying to bail out from this
situation, This is the obvious reason. Of course, you
cannot get the third party, a very key member the
United States of America to the same forum. If that is
so, you will know why it is so. Then have it without
them. True. they are an important factor. [ will not
deny that. But if they are opposing or do not likz it; they
must tell you clearly and honestly why they do not like
it. They may be having a good reason where they are
concerned.? It is their point of view but the only thing is
you are keeping mum !

With reagard to the Indian Ocean Peace Zone
proposal everyone thinks that we are fighting for the
issue, mainly to see that there is no nuclear war,
holocaust and so on. There is one reason for it. Sri
Lanka will never get a chance to bail out from the
economic dilficulties we have with tea, rubber and
coconut. We have a huge land mass and we are at the
rock bottom of the land mass where we have a huge
expanse of water which goes right down to the Antarctic
Circle. We know that Trincomalee has a very fine and
suitable area to obtain solar energy. If you go to
Trincomalee you will find very good water and if vou go
down 3 Lo 4 [eet it is ice cold. It is a superb area for
solar energy. It has a very unique untouched source of
energy there right up to the Antarctic. And what have
vou done ? It is an area which is unexplored and
unexploited. No one is probably thinking in these terms
of high resources of food, and minerals. There is very
pure water, hydrogen and so on. And under any
circumstances, il we want 1o get a booster we have to
make use of the entire area which should be free of any
nucleur holocaust.

We have projected, I remember sometime ago when
we were in the Government as to why we want
Trincomalee and the importance of Trincomalee. It is
not only lor war. War is nothing today. You can shoot
nuclear missile from any part of the world to another
part. That way Trincomalee is useless, but | dare say
that the value of Trincomalee is really for commercial
purposes. We can use it. 1 am made to understand that
all super-powers are making use of the Indian Zone in
order to throw all the satellites. There are about 26 to
36 satellites moving round mainly for commercial
purposes and development. The UN is going to discuss
this particular subject of Trincomalee and Sri Lanka
and Trincomalee and its waters. But has the Foreign
Office got any thinking about this ? What work have
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vou done ? This is one aspect of the importance of the
Indian Ocean Peace Zone. It is not only to see that
there is no nuclear holocaust but also to make use of the
energy, the sea water, the food and other resources that
are there. I do not think the Government is thinking in
these terms.

We are going into another area. We are going to have
a conference called the SARC which was started in
good faith by an important person who is no more
living, namely, the late President of Bangladesh.
Luckily the SARC was started and because we were not
admitted to ASEAN we had no alternative but to join
SARC. ] think that was a correct decision. The late Mr.
S. W. R. D. Bandaranaike, when he was Minister of
Foreign Affairs, moved this idea of regional co-operatin
and the Hon. Minister also followed this policy. 1 dare
say that he was one person who was against the group
ASEAN and 1 think he should be complimented for
what he has done. But the only thing is that he has to
see that no politics is discussed there. Last time when
they tried to discuss politics about Kashmir, India
protested and Pakistan could not discuss this matter.
We are the people who, unfortunately without using our
brains, tried to bring a flutter in that place by not going
for the Thimpu talky mainly because we had a little
political problem. That attitude was wrong. I blame the
government for that. At one stage we threatened that if
India was going to interfere with our internal affairs we
would not go for the Thimpu talks. Immediately this
organization was started to be a non-political but for
the first time the Minister introduced a little bit of
politics into it saying, “We are not attending the talks.”
But subsequencly 1 think it was Mr. Esmond
Wickremasinghe who had (o go and sort that matter out
and we participated in the discussions because we were
forced to so. Therefore. we have to see tha the Dahaka
mecting is for regional co-operation and not interfere
with political aspects at all. There are various
differences. 1 do not want to refer to the differences
where each country is concerned. But anyway it is a
very strange thing that all these countries differ in
many ways and in different ways but yet they are
getting together to establish a common bond. 1 think it
is 4 better organization than ASEAN.

There is another aspect that | wish to bring to the
notice of the Hon, Minister. Are you going to give Israel
trade representation status 7 Now it is only a
connection with having an interests section in the US
Embassy. But I think that is no more in the US
Embassy now. It has been removed from the US
Embassy and now they are acting quietly outside the
US Embassy and their office is in the Liberty Plaza. |
am made to understand that they want to break away
from the US Embassy and establish a trade
representation here like what they did in Korea. The
trade representation is going to canvass right round
various other countries so that they can establish

3- A 087510 (85/12)
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diplomatic relations with those countries. They are
going to make Sri Lanka their base for that. Is that
correct 7 I was made to understand that his was
discussed during the meeting His Excellency the
President had with Mr. Peres in Paris. Are we going 1o
allow that ? If so, let us know because this is going to be
another step towards the Israeli connection, the Zionist
connection. I would like to know what the Hon.
Minister’s thinking on this is.

1 have with me a list of all our foreign office officials
as well as our representatives in diplomatic missions. |
am very sorry to say that if you go through this list you
will see the quality of men you have appointed. Some, |
dare say, are excellent but the quality of some others
vou have posted to these missions — the type of men and
their backgrounds does not reflect the true picture of
Sri Lanka.

I was made aware ol a certain case where a person
who had a green card of a foreign country had been
appointed as our Ambassador. He had this green card.
Subsequently, 1 was made to understand that there was
a law that one cannot be a foreigner and represent our
country. Ile then quietly knockedd off the green card,
kept it aside and took out our citizenship again. That
also happened in the case ol his son and his son is also in
the Foreign Service | This is the type of thing you are
doing. You have to give up this system. Why do you not
reactivate the SLOS and the SLAS ? Take the men
after an examination. Take them on their competence.
Do not think in terms of anything else but their
competence. You have got into a situation where vou
are treating this like the old Senate where you had to
keep vour political cronies going.

What has happened is this. A long time ago during
the 1947 period —as the hon., Member for
Medawuachchiva know —anyvone who supported the
UNP or the Government at that time was given the
rank of Mudalivar or Muhandiram. Thereafter, when
it came to the 19535 era, these political henchmen
thought they should go a step futher than that. They
demunded that they should get into the Senate. Later
what happened ‘'was that after 1977 these people got
appointments as working directors in corporations.
They did not mind what corporations they were
appointed to. All they wanted was a salary, a house, a
car and petrol for them to run about with a flag. All
these jokers who are working directors have flags.

& w10

In the sume way, the pattern has changed where you
are concerned. Just see how many such people have
been nominated or sent Lo our misssions abroad ! All
these people have been appointed. 1 know of dishonest
men who have been appointed. It is very strange. I do
not want to mention names but I am sure the Hon.
Minister knows them. There are some people, political

appointees. who do not come anywhere near the
oundation.
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mission. They do not cven sign the registered that is
kept there. In one of our important missions in
America, the Head of that Mission had to virtually ask
a person who is paid out of Mission funds, to come and
sign at least once a month to show that she is working
there. Why ? You cannot do this. You have put all your
political henchmen in these places. Coming down the
grape-vine, we hear that Mr. Wickrema Weerasooriva
is ulso going to be posted to Australia. Why ? Why are
vou sending him ? This is a strange move, Sir : I do not
know why. It is a very strange decision that the
Government has made. Why are you sending him to a
diplomitic posting ? Has he done anything wrong
here 2 (Interruption). 1 am sorry ; why is he being sent
on a diplomatic posting 7 Has he done anything wrong
here 7 1s it because Mr. Festus Perera talked something
against him ? What wrong did he do? What is the
mistake that he has made ?

and HESes Boo (Hewids Hds miuen qEdHne)
(8lp sigur vstHws — urgISTOYD TS DyendFT)
{Mr. Anura Bastian — Deputy Minister of Defence)

You are assuming something.

coges Suemd Baon

(Bm. sumgwer MuwEtlsry )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Of course, 1 am assuming. | have to assume the
reason why he is going. ([nterruption). 1 am asking
vou why you agreed to that.

and does Somn

(B'® ogyr usFlwsir)

(Mr. Anura Bastian)

You said it came down the grape-vine. But how do
you

codges duemi Smnom

(5lh. wangush mualary )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I say, it is down the grape-vine. I want to know from
him. because

omc adows @nom
(5 sigur LsvEwsir)
(Mr. Anura Bastian)

This is your imagination.

coEEn duemd o)

(55, wsgoe QusCETy )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Hon. Member, we are not just imagining. We do not
come out with names here because we do not want to
tarnish the names and images of people. We might have
to come oul with names ultimately. | suppose, il things
go on like this. All the political lackeys have been given
appointments of this nature. Here is a book. | table this
book. You go through this book and find out how many

seople have gone through the correct_wayv. This book is
L £ = D|g"|ti'zed]b
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titled “Diplomatic. Honorary Consular. Honorary
Trade and Other Representation of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka of March 1985”7, How
many of these people have gone through the correct
path ? I can understand top officials : I can understand
big men.

s HmEn
(sieveurt)
(The Chairman)

Order please ! How long do you wish to take 7

coEes dwermi) oo
(&h svsmper guisblsry )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Five minutes more, Sir.

Five minutes more, Sir. (fnrerruption) Please do: |
will challenge it. Look at the quality and calibre of men
appointed from 1960-1963, 1970-1977 and from 1977.
We have one or two of those people still in our Foreign
Service. | hope they will give of their best. They are
people like Mr. Neville Kanakaratne, We have no doubt
that they are very competent and uble men who were
sent o dillicult areas, but important places. | am very
happy. (Jurerruption). That is why thal connection is
coing on. Do you know the reason why, in Geneva, when
the resolution came up, where Norway accused us of
human rights violations, the USSR supported us ? It
was because Diplomat Mr. Kanakaratne went and
bricfed them properly and they assessed the position
properly: ultimately only those people were our friends.
Where are the friends that you had ? I can remember
the hon. Member, the Junior Minister in his junior days
probubly, not now, saying that he wants to have lock,
stock und barrel, he wants to be alive

gnd ayetws) oo
(Blm yemir usioBlwer )
(Mr. Anura Bastian)
Who said that !

cades daemd Eonon
(&ln. evangen guidGasry )
{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

You!

ems ahEdas Sno

(Bm 2gnm usFluis )

(Mr. Anura Bastian)

No. You will have to withdraw that.

coiges dueemd o
(5. easqoes suiablsty)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I aceept it when he says. *No™ T am very huppy.
=i Ygdenldelow Ynomm

(Bm. #rh fywﬁﬁG?'g,n_'-@G‘.mmm)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

Are vou out of alignment ?

y Noolaham Foundation.
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coEs Soetmd oo

(8. waiguwer LuEGsTy )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Lastly, Sir, I want to tell the Hon. Minister please do
not do this type of thing. Please have an examination
and get the correct persons and appoint the correct
persons. Not only have your appointments caused
hardship among the Foreign Office people, but we have
Lo pay a hig price.

Then there is the question of Embassy accounts. Do
you know that some of these very high ranking officers
of our country go and use Embassy money ? Without
taking subsistence from our country, they use Embassy
money and then they repay that money. Are you
permitting that tvpe of financial
indiscipline ? (fnterruption). 1 will give it to you.
Please look into that. Of course. I do not blame those
Embassies, because the Embassies are being threatened.
They are high ranking high officials who can harass the
Embassies. That is taking place. Therefore please look
into these matters without isolating yourself from the
issues that are there pertaining to the Foreign Office.
My only grouse is that you are quictly being thrown into
the wilderness and you also may end up as another
person who goes as a representative somewhere or
someone like that, which 1 hope will not happen,
because whatever the facts and figures of the ultimate
decisions that vou have to make on individual
capabilities and capacities are, [ must say you are a very
charming person.

od. &. dEithdmun Jum (PBon)

Bm. ere. g. uemTrprwds — sLaD)

(Mr. S. D. Bandaranayake - Gampaha)

Mr. Chairman, I wish to make a few submissions on
the Votes of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. I wish to
tell the Hon. Minister that what is wanted today is not a
personal or merely a diplomatic level in foreign
countries, but as mentioned by the hon. Member for
Attanagalla. We should have efficient untellectuals and
politicians representing the country, who understand
affairs and are capable of taking immediate action on
behalf of the country.

Sir, as regards the Israeli and the South African
issues, we urge on the Government not to divert itself
from the non-aligned stand that Sri Lanka has
consistently taken in Foreign Affairs in the past. We
have to stand by the Palestinian people as well as the
black Africans in their struggle for their legitimate
rights.

Then, in future foreign embassies should be better
equipped to combine foreign relations with economic
relations to enable us to find markets for our
production, in joinl enterprises, especially with Latin
American and African countries in the Third World, so
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becomes an essential ingredient in Foreign Affairs. Let
us also collaborate with India much closer than what we
are doing today on a regional basis. For instance, we
have seen the collaboration that is taking place between
West Germany and East Germany on a regional basis
and even East Germany with countries like
Czechoslovakia and Poland on a regional basis and let
us also examine the possibility of maximum agreement
with India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Nepal against
nuclear and chemical warfare.

Let us give up this false accusation against Marxists
of helping terrorism, because terrorism has come about
all over the world today as a result of injustices
perpetrated on man in the name of democracy. There is
no terrorism in China, no terrorism in the Soviet Union,
Czechoslovakia, the German Democratic Republic,
Poland, Bulgaria, Rumania or Cuba where our
President was received very cordially and in a very
friendly manner by President Fidel Castro, because in
the final analysis we are only fooling ourselves by these
accusations. Therefore in the present context, when the
United States is having discussions with the USSR on
nuclear and chemical war and ‘Star Wars’, let us
unitedly follow the concept of Non-Alignment.
Whatever the contradictions that exist in the country,
the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs has been
steadfastly following the principles of Non-Alignment
to his best in the international [orums, and as an
Opposition Member | wish to personally thank him.

Mr. Chairman, on this ethnic problem | wish to once
again suggest that an International Committee be set
up with Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi of India as
Chairman, with President J. R. Jayewardene and the
Leader of the People’s Republic of China, Deng
Xiaoping, to determine this problem that we are faced
with, because if we do not find a political solution to this
problem we will get more and more involved in this
whole issue and economically as well as otherwise this
country will be faced with very serious problems in the
course of next year.

Mr. Chairman, I now wish to submit some proposals
made at a Forum in Peking on Safeguarding World
Peace by the President of the Chinese Association for
International Understanding, a counterpart of the Sri
Lanka Association for International Understanding,
President Mr. Li Yimang, President of the Chinese
Association for International Understanding.

“The year of ninteen eighty-five marks the 40th anniversary of the
conclusion of the Second World War. Countries in different parts of
the world have observed or are observing the occasion in one way or
another. People everywhere are reviewing and analysing the
experiences and lessons of the past, seeking ways and means for
preventing outbreak of a new world war.

Immediately after the conclusion of the Second World War forty
years ago, people began talking about the danger of a third world

that economic collaboration of a very .hig Ey?\{g&ghaﬁﬁwﬁoﬁﬁéléwgﬁ stand, there have been forty years of peace ever since.
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[£8 B d&chdman @om]
So, the first point 1 am going to discuss is how postwar-peace has been
maintained and what are the principal forces for preventing a new
world war,

in my opinion, many factors have contributed to the maintenance
of world peace over the past forty years. the essential factor, however,
is the will of the people.”

Here in Sri Lanka also it is very necessary that
whatever steps vou take in this Tamil issue you must
have the will of the people.

“Their unprecedented awakening and resolute struggle against the
policies of aggression and war have played a decisive role. People
alovr the world, including those of the Soviet Union and the United
States, desire peace and oppose war, in particular, a nuclear war, This
provides a genuine “deterrence™. In addition, the postwar yeas have
witnessed the emergence of many newly independent countries, a
number of socialist countreis and other peace-loving countries,
followed by the formation of an extensive Third World and
nonaligned movement in the wake of events and changes in the world
situation. Playing an increasingly important of events and changes in
the world situation. Playing an incresingly important role in
international affairs, they have fundamentally changed the pattern of
international relations and the world balance of forces and have thus
become a vital force in checking wars and & basic factor in
safeguarding peace. Moreover, in the past decade or two, the two
superpowers, the only powers capable of launching a world war, have
been locked in a nuclear stalemate. Fortunatelly, we had the
President of the Soviet Union and the President of the United States
of America in a recent discussion. Things can be different in the
future. Therefore it has become not easy for them to decide whether
to launch a large-scale war. It should be pointed out, however, that
the forty years of postwar peace is not & gift from on high, but the
outcome of protracted struggle waged by all the peace-loving
countreis and peoples of the world.

Alothough there had been no world war in the forty postwar years,
local wars and armed clashes have occurred continuously. Most of
these wars and clashes have been caused by the encroachment upon or
the suppression of the independence of a nation or a country, or the
interfence in the internal affairs of one country by another, which
more often than not, lead to tension in the international situation as a
whole. Therefore, they have aroused deep anxiety among people the
world over. People have noted that superpowers tend to use local wars
to extend their spheres of influence and seize strategic points in
preparation for a large-scale war. However, thanks to firm resistance
by the people of the countries under invasion and thanks to the active
support given to them by the countries and peoples of the world that
love peace and uphold justice, no local war has developed into a world
war. The peace-loving countries and peoples have inflicted heavy
blows and sound lessons on aggressors who have dared to launch a
war and will continue to do so should anyone dare to try this in future.
Facts have shown that whoever attempts to conquer a nation, a
country or the world by launching a war and whoever attempts to
impose his ideology and social system on another nation or country by
armed force will land himself in an inextricable predicament or end
up in defeat. This is a law governing the course of history.

Second, how do we view the most urgent task that must be
undertaken to safegnard world peace.

As everyone knows, despite people’s strong opposition, the two
countries that possess the largest arsenals in the world continue their
rivalry for superiority in the arms race. Now, all land, sea and outer
space are subject to the threat of their nuclear and other new
weapons, Indeed, a nuclear war, should it happen one day, would
result in the most horrible catastrophe ever known in human history.
No one with a good conscience will forget the nuclear holocausts
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Therefore, we hold that the most urgent task that must be
undertaken to safeguard world peace is to stop the arms race by the
two superpowers and their rivalry for world hegemony, that is, to
eliminate the nuclear threat and prevent a nuclear war. As everyone
knows, the two superpowers possess 95 percent of the world’s nuclear
weapons, many of which are deployed on the soil of other countries.
People are justified in demanding that they conduct arms control
talks in earnest and reach a genuine agreement on disarmament, that
they take the lead in halting the testing, improvment and production
of nuclear weapons and space weapons, and that they not only
immediately stop deploying nuclear weapons aboard but drastically
reduce their existing stockpiles of nuclear weapons as well. On this
basis, all countreis with nuclear weapons should hold comprehensive
nuclear disarmament negotiations and seek to reach fair and
reasonable agreemens so as to gradually realize the total banning and
the complete destruction of nuclear weapons.

This is a historical duty imposed by all mankind on the nuclear
powers and, particularly, the two great nuclear powers. No one
should neglect this duty. The first round of arms control talks in
Geneva failed to make any headway and the second round has just
started. It is our hope that these talks will not become a smokescreen,
as the previous ones did, behind which to seek the upper hand by
restricting the other side and expanding one’s own strength. We
support the proposition that nuclear disarmament be carried out in
conjunction with conventional disarmament. China will continue o
take a positive and responsible attitude and make its due
contributions.

Third, T wish to deal with the relation between the implementation
of the Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence and the safeguarding of
world peace.

This year is also the 30th anniversary of the Bandung Conference
of the Asian and African Countries, and many countries have
celebrated the occasion. On the basis of the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence that is mutual respect of sovereignty and
territorial integrity, muteal non-aggression, non-interference in each
other’s internal affairs, equality and mutual benefit, and peaceful
coexistence, the Bandung Conference put forth the Ten Principles,
which have played an active role in strengthening the unity among the
Third World countries, the establishment of a new type of
international relations and the safeguarding of world peace. The
thirty years of history has proved that countries, different or not in
social system, can live on friendly terms and entertain normal
relations with each other and world peace can be maintained,
provided that they strictly abide by the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexistence. Otherwise, international relations will be strained or
even reduced to confrontation. Clashes and wars will occur even
between countries with identical social systems, And world peace will
thus be upset or disrupied. We have also become aware of the fact
that internatioral contradictions or conflicts cannot be resolved by
creating spheres of influence or by forming a block or an alliance, still
less by force of arms and policies of war —

(Interruption). This is a magazine on International
Understanding.

“The solution lies in nothing else but the Five Principles of Peaceful
Coexstence, in peaceful negotiation. The successful settlement of the
Hong Kong question by China and the United Kingdom has provided
new experience in solving problems left over from the past involving
two countries through friendly conslutations and peaceful
negotiations.

I believe, that, in essence, the Five Principles of Peaceful
Cuoexistence, the Ten Principles of the Bandung Conference, the
Charter of the United Nations and the basic norms of international
law all call for mutual respect of sovereignty and territorial integrity,

perpetrated forty yeras ago at Hiroshima and %&}ﬁﬂzkeld by Noolahamnﬁgdﬁléé?rencc in each other’s internal affairs and opposition to all
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forms of power politics and interventionist policies. Countless events
have demonstrated that present-day international tension and the
threat of a new world war stem from the intensified arms race by the
superpowers and their rivalry for world hegemony. Unless hegemonist
policies are opposed, neither world peace, nor regional peace, nor a
country’s own security can be achieved or maintained. That is why we
have alwalys taken “opposition to hegemonism and the safeguarding
of world peace™ as an integral whole. We support the Third World
countries and peoples in their just struggle against all outside
intervention. Peace movements in some countries have regarded
support for this just struggle as an important component of their
campaign. | very much appreciate it, because in resisting foreign
intervention people are safeguarding world peace.

Fourth, 1 wish to discuss briefly the relationship between peace and

dévelopment.

The world today is confronted with two major questions : One is
peace and the other development. The two questions are closely
related to each other. Or, may I put it this way, peace and
development provide pre-requisites or conditions for each other.

It is true that the arms race the superpowers have escalated by
turns and their astronomical military spending can stimulate a
temporary economic boom. But, in the final analysis, they will
hamper the economic development of their own countries and the
improvement of the living standard and welfare of their own people.
At the same time, such arms expansion and war preparations are
bound to involve and already have involved their allies not only
threatening the peace and security of various regions, but also, in the
end, slowing down the economic recovery or growth of some of the
developed countries, and this gravely affecting living standard and
employment of their people,

China is a developing country, and like other Third World
countries, we are deeply concerned with the guestion of development.
The Third World countries are in great need of developing their
national economies in order to free themselves from the economic
difficulties they are facing. Therefore, the countries and peoples of
the Third World desire peace ; a peaceful environment is essential to
development. Besides, world peace, stability and economic prosperity
cannot be built on a basis of impoverished economies in developing
countries. A Third World that enjoys ever increasing economic
growth will become a powerful factor in promoting world economic
prosperity and safeguarding world peace. This has been recognized by
more and more people in the world.

So, we stand for promoting North-South dialogue and establishing
a new international economic order. It is not only a question of
economic development, mutual benefit and cooperation but also a
basic means of safeguarding world peace. We also appreciate the
proposition that the arms race should be stopped so that limited funds
and resources can be used for the economic development and
improvement of people’s lives, and that the money saved by
disarmament should be used to raise the people’s living standard in
the country concerned and to aid Third World countries in developing
their economies.
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e g

(slovaii)

(The Chairman)

Order, please ! How long will vou take ?

&ed, B, AeEithSmam Bom
(Bi(h. sTev. . USTLrrETwES)
{Mr. S. D. Bandaranayake)
Ten minutes more, Sir.

Fifth, there are different views in the world as to how to assess the
peace movements in various countries and what attitude to take
towards them. Here, 1 would like to contribute my personal views.

In recent vears, peace movements have flourished in Western
Europe, North America, the Pacific region and other regions and
countries, unprecedentedly large in scale, great in momentum and
varied in content and form. Rising above their political or ideological
differences, people in many countries of various social strata, political
parties, organizations and religious beliefs, and large numbers of
youth in particular, have voluntarily engaged in joint activities and
converged into a powerful force for peace. The peace movemnents are
so popular in some countries that they are checking, to a certain
extent, the arms expansion and war preparations of the superpowers.
In a word, the peace movement, which reflects the strong aspiration
of the people the world over to safeguard peace, is the largest and
most influential international mass movement. No one can neglect or
control it, and still less can anyone stop it.

1 believe that, like other movements, the peace movement advances
wave after wave, through twists and turns. Despite the successive
deployment of new medium-range nuclear missiles in Europe, the
peace movement has not waned ; people are analysing experience for
further development. Peace movements in various countries
persistently oppose nuclear weapons, nuclear threats and war. They
unwaveringly demand complete and thorough disarmament,
paricularly nuclear disarmament, and continue to carry out domestic
and international activities in various forms. Many peace
organizations and guardians of peace are tenaciously working and
fighting in defence for world peace.

omodHoeh
)
(The Chairman)
Order, please ! How much more time do you need ?

2. m. 10.30

ad. 8, aedman Som
(B®. eveiv. n. USELTEBTUESE)
(Mr. S. D. Bandaranayake)

I want ten minutes, Sir, but I will try to finish in six
or seven minutes.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
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[#6. 8. Sethdmon Inm]

Sixth, people may be quite interested in the
contributions China can make to the cause of world
peace, so I wish to give my friends a brief account of it.

cmodHoEh
(isveurt)
{The Chairman)

Order, please ! The Hon. Speaker will now take the
Chair.

295D Hecalss DM@ §orwnews goa Jeael, drmamae:
[& 8¢ sdmmwes Bom] Gerond o S

oypdr pg, UrEld surprust yaitssr ya@rreasSlaliany ssafar,
surgrust serssr (S F. e Grepprwds] slomw algsriser

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER /eft the Chair, and MR.
SPEAKER [MR. E. L. SENANAYAKE] took the Chair.

od. 8. @edthdmmwn Bwm

(B\m. eTeiv. 5. LGTLITBTWES)

(Mr. S. D. Bandaranayake)

Mr. Chairman, Sir, finally I want to say that the
danger of a world war still exists, but the forces
opposing such a war are growing. 1 am convinced that
there is the possibility of preventing a new world war
and that there is hope of maintaining world peace as
long as the peace-loving countries and peoples all over
the world unite, support each other and persevere in the
struggle to keep frustating the arms expansion and war
preparations of the superpowers and their policies of
expansion and aggression. To this end, we are ready to
stand together with friends from all countries, take all
opportunities to vigorously develop various forms of
peace activities and redouble our efforts to make
greater contributions to the safeguarding of world
peace. In fact, this is why I once again propose that an
international committee be set up with Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi of India as Chairman, His Excellency
President J. R, Jayewardene, and the Leader of China,
Deng Xiaoping, to go into this ethnic problem because
we are faced with a serious problem.

Now [ wish to submit certain proposals made by the
USSR to the UN.

Forwarding its most recent proposals to the United
Nations, the Soviet Union has taken another significant
step to follow up on its constructive, reasonable and
realistiec peace initiatives, which it has brought to the
world’s attention in the last weeks and months. The
recent move aims to remove completely and definitely
the acute threat to peace and the security of peoples
that would arise from an extension of the arms race
into space. The document titled “main lines and
principle of international co-operation in the peaceful
exploitation of outer space under the conditions of its
non-militarization”, forwarded by the Soviet Union
together with a letter by the Foreign Minister Edward
Shevardnadze and a draft resolution on that subject,
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was submitted to the United Nations General Assembly
for consideration at its 40th session which commenced
in New York on 17th September. The Soviet proposal
counters the military objectives pursued in outer space
under the SDI project known as “Star Wars,” followed
with growing concern even by Washington’s allies, with
and entirely different option : a project to ensure peace
in outer space for the benefit and the security of
nations, This a chance is offered to achieve a new
quality in international co-operation which truly is of a
historic dimension.

Today all peoples and governments are faced with the
question whether outer space should improve the
conditions of life on earth ever more effectively or
whether it is going to be misused as a launching pad for
a devastating nuclear war. It must be settled before
weapons have made their way into outer space, and the
risk that it will happen is growing daily. Consequently,
the Soviet Union calls upon all countries to make joint
efforts so that outer space will be explored and used
exclusively for peaceful purposes.

The USSR does not leave it at posing an alternative
in general terms to the militarization of outer space. Its
new proposal outlines ways on how to use outer space
technologies for the solution of economic and social
problems on earth in the interest of all peoples. In fact,
the Soviet proposal contains a programme reaching far
into the future, which sets forth the main directions and
principles for peaceful international co-operation in the
exploration of outer space.

From the very outset such proven and
unrenounceable principles of international law as the
non-use of force, the peaceful settlement of disputes,
equality, respect for the sovereignty of all countries and
non-interference in internal affairs should be made
binding to secure that space is exclusively used for
peaceful purposes. This could be the subject matter of
an international conference—

cxmedHepEn
(slveur)
('L ne Chairman)

The hon. Member will have to stop now. There are
many other Members to speak.

&d. 8. asEihdman Bnm

(8w srev. 5. LT ryprwis)

(Mr. S. D. Bandaranayake)

I will finish in two minutes, Sir.

I was saying that this could be the subject matter of
an international conference on co-operation in the
peaceful uses and exploration of outer space to be
convened not later than in 1987, Equally important is a
proposal, which was made by the Soviet Union some
time ago and which has further concretized now,
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concerning the establishment of an international space
organization. 1t would be the mandate of this body to
guarantee non-discriminatory participation by all states
in international space projects and access to the results
obtained. This would be of particular significance for
many young nations in Asia, Africa and Latin America
in their efforts towards overcoming economic
backwardness. At the same time. the organization could
help ensure strict compliance with those agreements
which prohibit militarization of outer space.

In fact, Sir, in this connection 1 wish to [inally
mention that the Sri Lanka Association for
International Understanding expects to send a
delegation to the USSR some time in the course of next
vear, probably together with people like Professor Cyvril
Ponnamperuma and Professor Arthur C. Clarke and
scientists of that calibre, to bring our country into this
whole sphere of space wars and agreements on this
guestion,

geaim WARD. sxidddn Bum (SH0¥)

(8. HCrrds sty Grrwrdar — nasw)

(Mr. Asoka W. Somaratne — Ratgama) I3

Mr. Chairman, it was quite interesting to note that
the Opposition had substantially deviated from their
origindl path of criticism of the Government, as they did
against this Government in 1983 and 1984. In fact, in
1983 and 1984 when I was in this House I noticed that
there was a continuous attack on the Government and
on the Minister of Foreign Affairs to say that the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs had done nothing with
regard to international publicity, to see that the image
of this country was protected. Many times on the Floor
of this House I have heard Members of the Opposition
using graphic language to say, “Look at what they are
doing in the international sphere. They are going about
showing the international community that the Sri
Lankans are a barbaric race and are killing people, that
there is no law and order in that country, and they are
requesting all the international forums to refrain from
giving assistance to the Government of Sri Lanka.
There were many commissions that were sitting at that
time on human rights and all kinds of things.”

I very well remember the tone and manner of the
vehement attack of the Opposition on all those matters.
It is interesting to note that this time there is a quicter
tone or rather a substantial deviation from the original
criticism that they were levelling against the
Government. In fact this had been the normal pattern of
the Opposition. They often found a very responsive
Government. Whenever the Opposition makes a
criticism it is taken very seriously and they are given a
very good hearing. Unlike the former Government, at
all times this Government has taken every possible
precaution. If it is constructive criticism. we take
adequate measures.
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Mr. Chairman, the hon. Member for Attanagalla,
who spoke in the morning. as usual made a political
speech. He always has all kinds of accusations to level.
He also has some strange reason by which he withdraws
the substance on which he makes an accusation. It is a
very easy form of speaking. It is very easy to come to
this House and say, “Look at the people in the Foreign
Office : look at the people whom you have appointed.
how non-professional they are, how incompetent they
are, how unable they are to handle matters, how
unsuitable they are in terms of ability”, and all manner
of things. But there was not one instance that he was
willing to come out within support of these accusations.
He was not prepared to say, “I say on the Floor of this
House that out of these ten people these particular six
people are not suitable for selection for these missions .

We know that after this Government came into power
a Committee consisting of members of the Opposition
and of the Government was appointed to examine the
suitability of every one of these heads of missions
abroad.

enc dekhdonem Bom (Bddu odled mung®)

(B oigur usTLrrprwss — B ssL§ (pSeeurt)

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike — Leader of the Opposition)

I am sorry to interrupt. The Sri Lanka Freedom
Party has never sat in that High Posts Committee.

geainm WaED. suivddn ®nmm
(Bm. oBrrés Liflatuy. Corwoy o)
(Mr. Asoka W. Somaratne)
am sorry. | thought Members of the Opposition were
also in that Committee,

9d AEthdmen Som
(Bm sigur sy prwds)
(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)
No.

o8¢ emdan Boom

(8w anfsglr Qarnwr)

(Mr. Harindra Corea)

The Member for Kalawana is a member of that
Committee. What about the Member for
Medawachchiva ? (Interruption).

wdds guenigelo® Snm

(E® 515 piLs  FCasw)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

I will be very glad to do it but

geqim WARD. ewi@cdn @omm

(8. H@srds LNy Berworsen)

(Mr. Asoka W. Somaratne)

What 1 am saying is that you have not objected to any
of those appointments.
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o8, o gms Boon (B¢ song® noio)
(et srib. goafii Glegrd — Qarupiiy wWiG aperm DRSS IeuT)
(Mr. M. Haleem Ishak — Third Colombo Central)

What is the use of objecting ?

gecio LDED. exi@ddn oo

(B®. HBerds Liileiry. Crrorgar)

(Mr. Asoka W. Somaratne)

My point is that the Opposition is represented. It may
be by the hon. Member for Kalawana,

opd PeEthdman Pom

(B® sgur uewLrrpruds)

{Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

He is not a Member of the SLFP. He is a very able
speaker for his party,

©dt Bendqe00® Bom

(B £rs ps05  Eus0)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

In any case 1 have had nothing to did with those
appointments. | have protested about some.

qeais DARL. sxivsm dom

(8w HBerds ey, Cofuwrser)

(Mr. Asoka W. Somaratne)

I am not reterring to the appointments. What I am
saying is that you come here and say all these people are
unsuitable but when you look at the proceedings of the
Committee you see that when they came before the
Committee there is not one word that has been said
about their unsuitability. It is a very suitable forum in
which you can question their ability. It is a forum in
which these matters can be taken up.

550 GPendgsDod® Bom

B 14 WaQs Gaiso)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

What about those people who de not come before that
Committee, whose names do not come —

s Beg Bgetn svo
(soor B8 aflod aflérwFiuan)
(Dr. Wimal Wickremasinghe)
The SLFP should have taken the trouble to sit on the

Committee and make a positive contribution,

and AeEithdmen Snm

(B® ogr uswLrrprués)

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

We are quite capable of deciding on our own. We do

not want your advice.

s Beg Bnes.n Soo
(500788 aflod aflérwSign)
(Dr. Wimal Wickremasinghe)
This is an expression of my view.

lsilelglcOintald)
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god AeHthcman Bom

B agr var i pruds)

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

We do not want your advice. If we want your advice

we will come to you. Please wait till then.

i B Sn@ten dom
(swrB® alws afldrwfiian)
(Dr. Wimal Wickremasinghe)
I will make use of that opportunity.

qemis DARD. exidsPm Bom

(8 HCsrds LSy, Crroygen)

(Mr. Asoka W. Somaratne)

Therefore, Sir, the point that I am making is that

even today the hon. Member for Attanagalla comes
here and says, “I have got the list. I am bringing it to
the notice of the House. None of these people are
suitable”. In the same way we can say quite
categorically, that 99.9 per cent of the people who have
been appointed to those positions are suitable people,
capable people, professionally component to do the job
that they have been assigned to do. After all, it is not
the hon. Member for Attanagalla only who knows about
these matters. If these people are not suitable, surely
that cannot be kept secret from the members of the
public ? Every one of those appointments is published in
every newspaper. They are given sufficient publicity. In
the newspapers it is mentioned that those people who
are being appointed to head missions on behalf of this
country will be going before this Commitiee and that
the public are free to bring any accusation, any
allegation or any complaint against them before that
Committee.

Therefore, Sir, this is another political argument, a
mere accusation without substance ! This Government
has created enough forums not only for Members of
Parliament but also for the people of this country, if
they have anything to say about any appointments, to
make representations in the correct forum. Therefore,
what he has said was not correct. I know quite well that
the Hon. Minister has brought a great deal of
professionalism to our Foreign Missions. I know today
that a substantial number of positions are filled by
people who have worked in the Foreign Missions for
years. Take for example our Ambassador in Geneva,
our Ambassador in Sweden and many of our
Ambassadors who are heading Missions in so many
other countries like Singapore, India and Japan. You
will find that in every one of those countries those
people who are now heading our Missions are the best
that this country could find. They are not frieds of this
Government, they are not personal friends of the
Minister, they are not put there because of some service
they have done to the United National Party. They are
professional men who have served every
Government-this government and the previous
Governments. Therefore, Sir, I must say with a tinge of
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sadness that it is a very sorry state of affairs that the
Opposition should drop this kind of simple statement
which creates a doubt about the integrity of the
Opposition in critising the Government.

omas Bec Dn@d om
(sor S5 el efldrwfian)
(Dr. Wimal Wickremasinghe)
Simple and rash statements !

gecis DARE. exidddn Bnm

(B® HBsrés L sty Grrurgen)

(Mr. Asoka W. Somaratne)

It is important that the Opposition must criticise the
Government, but at the same time there must be a sense
of honesty in the arguments that they are putting
forward.

As 1 said earlier, the Minister of Foreign Affairs is
the person who is responsible for the external publicity
of the Government. Two years have passed and now
when you read the newspapers and the news reports that
are flowing into this country from International
Agencies and otherwise you will find that there is a
definite change in the attitude of the international
community towards the Government of Sri Lanka. It
has not been an easy thing. Suddenly like a bolt from
the heavens the July 1983 riots took place. International
media went into quick action. Every conceivable news
media within a matter of a month or two, published in
every paper a vast amount of propaganda against the
Government of Sri Lanka. what could we do ? We had
to do with an existing structure. We had our Foreign
Missions abroad. We had the Heads of those Missions.
During this short period of time our Government had
encountered every opposition, every endeavour to pass
resolutions on violations of human rights and attempts
to curtail aid. On every front we successfully faced all
those problems, For example, there was a time when we
were very frightened of various repercussions and
threats to stop aid to this country. But you will see that
in the past two years we have sucessfully convinced all
Governments through our Foreign Missions that there
is no discrimination in this country, that there is no
political victimizations and that ours is a democratic
Government that stands for the principle of democracy.
And because of the continuous efforts of our
Government we have seen to it that not one cent has
been curtailed in the form of foreign aid that has come
into this country. When aid is coming in the same
volume and in the same proportion we tend to forget
that. But if for some reason aid is curtailed or stopped
and if some projects are stopped for want of aid, then
everybody starts howling.

Not only that, so many governments were virtually
questioning many matters connected with this
Government. But those governments are now
voluntarily coming forward to defend the Government

1085 eqs @5 2
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of Sri Lanka. For example, in Washington 1 can
remember the State Government gave its fullest support
on the Geneva Commission on the Human Rights. In
Stockholm the other day I can remember a Minister of
the Swedish Government came on television and
contradicted alleged human rights violations in Sri
Lanka. Take the case of Oslow. The Minister of
Economic Development came and assured that there
would be no diminution of assistance to the Government
of Sri Lanka. In Canberra the Foreign Minister came
and contradicted statements made by the Opposition
that Sri Lanka’s situtation was different to the situation
in South Africa. Therefore, it is with a great degree of
happiness that we congratulate the Hon. Minister for
the excellent work that he has done with the same
structure that he had. I do not want to speak any longer.
I wish to thank for the opportunity given to me to speak
a few words.

Thank you.

wds Bgendlelo® B

(8w s7ré ps$es GRausw)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

Sir, there had been many things said both about the
Minister and about appointments that have made by the
Ministry. I only want to say one thing about the remark
made by the previous speaker as to why appointments
have not been challenged in the Select Committee on
High Posts if they were unsuitablae. I wish to say that’
some of those appointments do not come up before that
Committee. 1 did not want to go into this matter at all
but since I have been shown up as the only person or one
of the persons from the Opposition represented in that
Committee I thought T will refer to it. Otherwise, 1 do
not think there is any point in raising it. Some of the
appointments of their relatives and people connected
with the Government do not come up before the Select
Committee. I do not want to mention names. The people
that come up for ratification by this Select Committee
are people like Ambassadors and High Commissioners.
The real protest was not about them. The book that the
hon. Member for Attanagalla referred to was one giving
a list of people working in our Missions abroad. It was
about those people and about the scheme of recruitment
at the Foreign Office that those protests were made.
The hon. Member for Ratgama must realize that those
appointments do not come up before that Select
Committee. (Interruption) What is the point in my
saying whether T am satisfied. 1 am satisfied with some
of those appointments and I am not satisfied with some
others. That is normal. I am sure the Hon. Minister is
not satisfied with some of them. Some heads of missions
are appointed by the Minister. Some of them are thrust
upon him and various considerations go into it. That has
been so from the day of independence. This is not a
matter which this Minister started. You know that
defeated candidates, retired policemen and all sorts of
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[ood Sdenid=tan® sno]
such people have to be accommodated. You are left
with those babies and you have to carry them. What can
vou do about it ?

Then I want to say something about SARC. 1 want to
ask this gquestion from the Hon. Minister. Will he at
least now see that we do not use SARC as some
bargaining lever with India ? Last time when we had
that childish behaviour at the time of SARC mecting in
Thimpu there was an arrest 1 think of a newspaper
reporter here from India and we came to the ridiculous
position where — we were supporters of SARC ; one of
the participants was India we had a problem with
India and we took up the position that we were not
going to SARC-

As regards the SARC itself, | do not think the United
States is very happy about SARC, The United States,
ever since OPEC was formed, has not been very happy
about regional or economic gatherings like these. We
know, for example, what is happening at the moment in
the GATT. In the GATT, the United States has come
out on matters where various things are involved, like
protectionism etc. Now the United States wants to get
out of the GATT and deal directly with people who are
like-minded. They want to bring in the question of
services and some kind of arrangement on tarrifs and
trade, with the result that we will have a position where
they can interfere, in the process, with the
infrastructure of countries.

SARC is in gret danger. What is going to happen to
SARC 7?7 What does this Government envisage to be the
role of SARC ? Is it going to be another ASEAN ? [ do
not know whether the Government has given up its
rather non-geographical position of trying to enter
ASEAN 7 Be that as it may, what does the Government
conceive SARC to be 7 Regional co-operation is
something that everybody supports.

I remember His Excellency, when he was in this
House, supporting the concept of regional co-operation
very strungly. He said the only way Sri Lanka could be
an exporting country would be through regional
cconomic co-operation. Mr. Bandaranaike himself,
when he was Prime Minister and chartered Sri Lanka
on the non-aligned course, supported the regional
co-operation concept. All parties support regional
co-operation. But what do you want SARC to be ?
There is an attempt now to institutionalize SARC
immediately. If you do that, you might come up against
some problems.

Yesterday I read an article written by Gamini
Weerakoon in the “Sunday Island” about SARC.
Gamini Weerakoon, I must say, has the happy knack of
expressing United States opinion even before they are
expressed by the United States themselves! Gamini
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Weerakoon had a laugh at the whole idea of SARC and
said that one country was very big and that the other
countries were tiny and therefore the thing would never
gel off the ground ! That was the burden of his story.

Now, what is your concept of SARC ? One day you
£0 to its meeting, the next day you do not go and claim
some excuse, Then later you send a man late for the
meeting. We do not know whether you are taking this
seriously, whether you want to institutionalize it or
whether you are allowing it to grow quietly into
something that is meaningful. There is a great desire on
the part of the non-aligned movement which was
expressed in the desire for a new economic order. | think
a regional grouping like SARC, if it is allowed to
crystallize quietly, could be quite meaningful and
useflul.

Then I want to question the Hon. Minister on another
matter ol interest in recent times and this concerns the
arrival of the ship Kitty Hawk in Sri Lanka. There is a
book the Hon. Minister is familiar with — “Jane’s
Fighting Ships”. That book lists the Kitty Hawk and
aircraft carriers of that type in the United States as
being nuclear weapons carriers. The Hon. Minister has
said that he was quite satisfied that this was not a
nuclear weapons carrying ship. I want to say that in
that context the Captain of the Kitty Hawk had said
that he did not want to either admit or deny it. He did
not want to make a comment. He wanted to remain
unequivocal on the question of the Kitty Hawk carrying
nuclear weapons. The Hon. Minister, on the other hand,
said that it does not carry nuclear weapons. What |
want to know from the Hon. Minister is how he verified
for himself that the Kitty Hawk did not carry nuclear
weapons,

=M N ]

There are two or three ways in which one can do this.
One is to board the vessel and do a search operation. |
am sure the Hon. Minister did. not do that. The other is
that you can get to know from some other source which
has looked into this. Surely you do not ask the
Americans “Do you have nuclear weapons 7" and take
their word as the gospel truth ? That is like the Sinhala
saying emceD Cch¥ens e o That
is the Problem. How did the Hon. Minister verify that
the Kitty Hawk did not carry nuclear weapons ?

I want to say that the New Zealand Government
under Mr. Lange — New Zealand which is part of the
ANZUS Pact comprising Australia, New Zealand and
the United States - is going to propose legislation that
no ship carrying nuclear weapons should be allowed to
come into their harbours in spite of the fact that it is
under severe pressure by the United States. Now, when
the SLFP was in power, they said that they are not
going to allow ships carrying nuclear weapons into the
harbour, Sri Lankanwaters. [ do not know what the
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UNP says on this matter, but the UNP is taking the
word of the Americans for it. If we are going to have
this haphazard, ad hoc thing, Sir, of one party taking
one position and the other party taking a different
position, I want to ask the Hon. Minister whether he is
not prepared, like New Zealand, to make it law so that
both sides, you and the SLFP and all of us would be
bound by that law, that no ship carrying nuclear
weapons will be allowed to come into the Sri Lankan
walers.

Then, Sir, 1 want to ask the Hon. Minister briefly
about Sri Lanka’s position regarding the South Africa
Government and apartheid. T must say that 1 read
carefully all the statements made by the President at
the Bahamas, because ultimately the Bahamas became
a very important anti-apartheid platform this time in
the Commonwealth. It took this curious nature first of
all because the Indian Prime Minister Mr. Rajiv
Gandhi took a very positive attitude on the question of
apartheid. That was complemented by the fact that
Australia and New Zealand, both of which have
socialist Governments at the moment, also took a very
positive anti-apartheid position and anti-South African
Government position. I must say, Sir, that 1 was not
very happy about the position taken by Sri Lanka at
that meeting. Sri Lanka has agreed not to enter into
new commitments with South Africa. It seems to have
agreed to give Mrs. Thatcher’s proposal of giving six
months a trial. Everybody has done it, but Sri Lanka
seems to have done it enthusiastically. The
condemnation of apartheid, the demand for the release
of Nelson Mandela and the other people who are under
arrest, some of them without trial, some of the them
after trial, but now very clearly shown up to be total
political prisoners — the fact, Sir, is that this must be a
very strong demand now, because the Government of
South Africa is pushed to the wall and this is the time to
deal the final blow on the policies of apartheid. So, 1
think Sri Lanka must take a much more positive
position on the question of apartheid, not that Sri
Lanka’s position is going to tilt the balance, but for our
own self respect, it is better that we do it.

I do no want to go into the past history of Sri Lankan
foreign policy which has been dictated by the fact that
we seem Lo [eel that we are under obligation to certain
western countries and that we must toe the western line
even when the western countries themselves are not
toeing that line. Recently when the Prime Minister
went to the United Nations and made a proposal that
both the United States and the Soviet Union make some
50 per cent reduction in the arms build up among the
countries that did not vote for it — there were only six
countries that did not vote for that proposal - one of
them I believe was the United States. So, I think Sri
Lanka must realise that it is not going to get any help
from the western countries on these matters. True, it
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has got some economic assistance from some of the
western countries. Surely, that should not be reflected
on the way we vote on Granada, on the way we vote on
apartheid. On these matters, Sir. Sri Lanka must
remain independent and non-aligned, and although the
Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs seems to think that
we have nothing to do with non-aligned that we are
aligned, 1 want to remind him that the President
himself when he was in the Bahamas went to the
country which took over the mantle of leadership of the
non-alignment after him and that countries ruled by a
Communist Party of which the General Secretary of the
First Secretary of the party is Mr. Fidel Castro whom
the President went to meel. So that that could go
together with non-alignment.

The other matter is, the President and the
Government seem to be having an ambivalent attitude
towards India. What is your policy towards India ?
Broadly you can say that your policy towards India is
friendshin, but where do you lay the emphasis on this
frieadship ?

Now, His Excellency the President goes to Pakistan
and makes statements there, and Preseident Zia ul Hag
is coming here. [ am not saying that he should not be
tolerated here or anything like that. What I am saying
is that you lay emphasis on one thing at one moment
and on the other thing at the other moment. Just now
we are told that some people who have been trained in
Pakistan, home guards and the like and some others, are
also coming here — that is foreign policy in a way — and
are going to train some people here. I do not want to say
anything — (Interruption). Yes, I am not saying that it
is bad. What I am talking about is your attitude
towards India. For instance, take the last interview
given by the President to “India Today”. We are
supposed to be negotiating with the militants with the
help of India. India has certainly taken up a very
positive position on that matter. Both His Excellency
the President and the Hon. Prime Minister have gone
on record as having thanked him for that. Then again
the President himself says, “The arms are coming from
there, the help is coming from there and the camps are
also there” so on and so forth. In that same interview
the President has said that the arms have come with
Soviet markings on them. Now, the “Sun” newspaper
gave all the markings the other day. As you and the
Hon. Minister know, arms can be purchased anywhere
in the arms market. For example, AK-47 can be bought
anywhere. On any of his travels the Hon. Minister can
pick up a few and bring them back. That does not mean
that those countries are helping the terrorists. I am not
saying that just because there were West German
markings or American markings on those they have
been supplied by those governments. What I am sayig is
when you put it like that so indiscreetly, one begins to
wonder exactly what you want to do in this matter. That
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[@od guendleto® Som)
is why I say the corner-stone of our foreign policy not
only has to be co-operation regionally in organizations
like SARC, but first it has to be friendship with India in
the region, not because it is a big country, but because it
is non-aligned, because it has been helpful and the
whole geopolitics of the region and the world necessitate

it. -~ I do not want to go into the possibilities of any

other course — but we have not been doing that. In the
last year we have been behaving in a way which one
might described as blowing hot and cold. More often we
have been blowing cold ! 1 do not want to go into all the
instances as to how we behaved, but I can only describe
that it has been in a totally childish manner. For
example, in the case of the arrest of that Indian
newspaperman of PTT you had to eat your own words by
releasing him without any charge. So you must be
circumsfect, if nothing else, when you are dealing with a
big, friendly neighbour like that and see that you do not
keep blowing hot and cold !

Finally, I want to ask the Hon. Minister what his
policy is towards two countries in the Asian region.
Firstly, what is your policy about recognizing
Kampuchea ? Now, there is an established fact of a
Kampuchea which is ruled by a government. There is an
attempt to de-throne that governemnt. Exactly what
you have been condemning other countries for doing is
being done in respect of Kampuchea by people from
outside taking shelter in other countries. Regimes have
been set up outside Kampuchea. So if you accept the de
facto situation regarding Kampuchea there is nothing
else that a government can do except to recognize it. So
I want to ask the Government of Sri Lanka, why you do
not recognize Kampuchea ? It has a defined territory, it
has a government which is in control and there are other
people from outside taking shelter in other countries
who are trying to prop up rebel movements against
Kampuchea. Now is that a reason ? In that case, we
might very well be pushed into a situation where
countries stop recognizing our government.

Dedis ymsig Bom (Hewits Dede iy §,@SmEh)
[(E®  ACGmer  QuigenGLr — Qanfsr L e s
SenEFT)
(Mr. Tyronne Fernando — Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs)
That is set up by force.

Sr g

B08 Fende0od Bmm

E® 14 1ps0s GOasw)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

What is your theory about Kampuchea - set up by
force ?

Sedit) gmmoig oy

(8w NCmstr QuiemenGLr)
(Mr. Tyronne Fernando)
Outside interference.

[Silelglc0lnted)
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wds) Yulemiela® Bmem

(8w o1 305 Goeusw)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

There are so many countries where the government
has been set up by force.

Sedis gonglg Boon
(Bm. NBmstr Cuigdam @)
{Mr. Tyronne Fernando)

And outside interference.

- Bdd Gdenmigedo? @vue

(Bm. #1 4 ps0s  Geuasw)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

That is not conceded by the Government of
Kampuchea. | say, Sir, when there is an established
Government like that you have no right to draw such
conclusions. You should not draw it in respect of other
countries. Now what is the position about
Afghanistan ? Do you recognize the Government of
Afghanistan ? Do you recognize it, Mr. Minister ?

& 8, o 0 Bow Befa dan ¢ EPHHE)

(e . ofl. srev. aoifs — Geuaflmr L groubssr oemindsT)
(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed — Minister of Foreign Affairs)

I do not.

©3% EPendedn® Pom

B0 515 505 GOausw)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

You do not. Why do you not ?

< 8 O o Sowm
(zpenit o7, oB. sTeiv. anfs)
(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

I will reply.

68 Ferdgedo® dom

Bo 14 505 G@wsw )

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

Was that set up by another country ? The President
goes to Pakistan, visits the camps of so-called refugees
and rebels against Afghanistan and makes a statement,
“Zindabad Afghanistan.” Who will take our protest
about some other countries harbouring militants against
us 7 Now we protest that India is keeping people in
camps. Then the President of our country goes to
Pakistan, visits camps of people in which Afganistan
rebels live and says, “Zindabad Afghanistan.” It is not
merely blowing hot and cold, but pouring hot water
down one’s back actually - (Interruption). It is not a
question of declaration by anybody. I am asking about
the declaration of Sri Lanka.

odtlg emndam Bom (Hewlts ks uSoen @59
(Bl anflpSlr Qarpur — Qurg Pramad 1§ simwédsdt)

(Mr. Harindra Corea - Deputy Minister of Public Administration)
We subscribe to that declaration.
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2 Bulendgelo?® Bnm

(B\m #rd 50 s GGasw)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

The point is the present leader of the Non-Aligned
Movement, that is, India, recognizes both Afghanistan
and Kampuchea, il you want to know about the
Non-aligned movement. Those are the matters, Sir,
which I wished to raise. 1 do not want to take more time
than 1 originally was given. But [ want to say that itis
not a question of these personal matters about this
person being here or that person being there. Those are
not the points. I think the Hon. Minister must recognize
the fact that the Foreign Ministry is in some difficulty.
The Foreign Ministry must sct itself standards about
recruitment. If you are having an exam, for goodness
sake stick to the exam. If you want to scrap the exam,
scrap it. Recruit anybody you like. I am for that. After
all a Government must have a certain amount of
flexibility to have in the Foreign Service people whom
they want. But do not have both, that is, to shut out
some people when they sit the exam and shut out other
people because they do not have the necessary
connection.

gnd AeEnsman Bom (B6,{0 cdled maenne)

(Bm- oigur LaTLIrEruSs — qHTESLE gpsiant)

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike — Leader of the Opposition)

With your permission. Sir, before I commence my
speech on the Foreign Ministry Votes, 1 would like to
draw your attention, as | have done before, to an
erroneous and false news item that has been brought to
my notice, which had appeared in the “Ceylon Daily
News” of Monday November 25, 1985. That was an
erroncous reporting of a speech | made in Parliament in
winding up the debate for the Opposition on the Budget.
This is what it says, Sir. I am quoting from the “Ceylon
Daily News™ at page 10. It says:

“Mr. Bandaranike further said he was giving figures tor

demonstrate that every sector of the economy was revived by this
Government”
Now, Sir my whole speech for nearly two hours and
15 minutes was to demonstrate by figures and statistics
that the Government has [ailed totally, apart from
reviving, even to keep alive the economy of Sri Lanka.
But Mr. Bodinagoda’s magnificent production, the
~Ceylon Daily News” goes on to say that I have given
the statistics to show that the economy has been revived.
Now. Sir, it has caused some consternation amongst
people who have not heard my speech. I would like, Sir,
with your permission, to have this record corrected as
carly as possible, perhaps tomorrow morning if you can
give such a ruling from the Chair.

¢ 8 &d 08 Som

(sgwmts s1. edl. srenv. andg)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

It must be a genuine mistake.
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(Bm. Sigir LTLIT HTWES)

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

[ cannot imagine that the “Ceylon Daily News™ has
ever been genuine. But, Sir, this is something which is
Wrong.

et Sepsn

(stavaur)

{The Chairman)

I will look into the matter raised by the hon. Leader

of the Opposition,

gmd AeRNthdmmam SO
(S oigur uswiTrBruds)
(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

Thank you, Sir.

Then, Mr. Chairman, getting down to the business of
the day which is the Votes of the Foreign Minister, |
read the speech the Ministry made last year in reply to
our speeches. He based his entire reply on one theme.
He said that I had, in the course of my long lecture, to
quote his own words. talked about foreign policy of the
Sri Lanka Freedom Party.

He went on using that with great cynism, the great
cynic that he is. He said that in comparison to the loud
and dynamic foreign policy of the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party, he has engineered the foreign policy of the
United National Party to be farsighted and
pragmatic - to use his two favourite words “farsighted”
and “pragmatic”. I think my Friend. the Hon. Minister
of Foreign Affairs has exercised a policy in foreign
relations which is neither dynamic, nor farsighted, nor
pragmatic. 1 do not simply make these sweeping
accusations. | will demonstrate why I said this in the
course of the next fifteen or twenty minutes.

Recently 1 was at a social function and a very senior
Sri Lankan civil servant was also there. He is a
distinguished person and he has served a number of
governments as ambassador abroad. In the course of
conversation he said that Sri Lankan foreign policy is
neither “coming or going,” to use his own words. But [
know the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs is certainly
coming and going very often. He is more going than
coming and whether he is coming, going or whether he
is staying at home, I feel sorry for my Friend, the Hon.
Minister of Foreign Affairs, because there are so many
spokesmen for the foreign policy of this Government
you get the Hon, Prime Minister. He goes to Bangkok
or some place like that in South Euast Asia. He talks on
behalf of the Government and wants to enter ASEAN.
We have dealt with this subject carlier, Sir, and I do not
want to labour it again. We were given a very
rudimentary lession on the geographical position of Sri
I anka and we were told we are well outside the region.
Then we get the pro-Arab factions in your Government,
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led by your worthy self. Being a Muslim, naturally, you
will feel very strongly for the Arab cause. We are happy
about that. Then you get the Hon. M. H. Mohammed,
the Minister of Transport. Once again being a Muslim
he naturally feels strongly on this subject. Then we have
got the Pro-Israeli lobby led by the Hon. Minister of
State who always leaps to his feet and defends Israel.
Then, Sir, for example, the hon. Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs very indiscreetly — not behaving true to
form last year called India a big bully - 1 will deal with
that later. He refused to attend the SARC meeting last
time. I think eventually he did attend it. Then there is
the Hon. Minister of Natoinal Security who shoots off
the different parts of the world at the drop of a hat. He
is in Washington, then he goes to Delhi I believe he
will be going to Delhi again —and then he goes to
Oman. So the Hon. Minister’s difficult taks is made
more difficult by his colleagues. Everyone is purporting
to be Minister of Foreign Affairs. If they leave it on his
capable shoulders. however small they are, I think the
Hon. Minister may carry it with much greater
efficiency and diplomacy.

Sir, last time I made a number of remarks about the
Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs. 1 do not wish to
repeat them now. He knows me well enough to
understand that none of them are meant personally.

 Sir, apart from the jokes that we have been having at
each other, I think today Sri Lanka’s foreign policy has
taken a new dimension. It is a very serious dimension
simply because we are involved in a war of sorts with
Tamil extremists, militants, terrorists or whateve you
may call them, who are determined to wage war against
the State of Sri Lanka and to establish a separate State
in the North and the East. Because of this problem
which has got worse and worse over the last few years,
the foreign policy of Sri Lanka has taken and must take
a different dimension. in a different direction.

Sir, if you concede that our problem is not one
hundred percent domestic, it is also partly external. |
would say more external than domestic. Our domestic
war is because we have an external problem of terrorists
operating from Indian soil, whnich I would deal with
later on. India our closest neighbour has become
extremely vital and important for the forcign policy of
this country. Sir, India is of great importance in this
issue. One is that India has become important for the
simple reason that all the terrorist organizations are
based on Indian soil and are operating from Indian soil.
There hi s been absolutely no action taken against these
terrorists y the Indian Government.

The second factor which I have said right along from
1977, apart from the ethnic problem and the terrorist
problem is that India must be the cornerstone of a
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successlul foreign policy if the Government is seriously
interested in pursuing a dynamic and successful foreign
policy. Now. Sir, on both these counts with or without
the ethnic issue, India is of paramount importants to Sri
Lanka at all times.

Very briefly, I would like to draw the attention of this
House to the manner in which the two major parties in
this country, vours and ours, have conducted foreign
policy towards India. Let us look at the way we
conducted our foreign policy towards India, during our
government. Successively from 1956, we had very close
and personal relations with the two Prime Ministers of
India. the late Jawaharlal Neru and the great and
gracious lady Mrs. Gandhi. But part from a personal
relationship which is only I think part of a successful
foreign policy, we established a very fine understanding
on very sensitive issues with India. For example, on the
question of the stateless Indians of Indian origin, the
Indian Tamils in the estate sector, a number of
governments who negotiated were unsuccessful in their
negotiations since Independence, but it was successfully
negotiated with India with neither Mr. Nehru nor Mrs.
Gandhi, but with a Prime Minister who had equal
foresight, the late Lal Bahdur Shastri. We came to a
working arrangement to settle this Indo-Tamil issue
which is now called the Sirima-Shastri Pact. That is one
Issue.

Then take the issue of Kachchativu —a bone of
contention of over a little piece of land of no worth to
anybody. But, as you know, in matters like this. India
can be very difficult. And a small country like Sri
Lanaka has very little leverage to press on India on
matters like this. Nevertheless through negotiations we
managed to settle that contentious issue as well,

Then, Sir, the United National Party has constantly
accused us of being stooges of India. We have never
stooged India. In 1971 during the Indo-Pakistan
war - you are well aware of it, you were a Member of
Parliament at that time - we allowed Pakistan planes to
land at the Katunayake airport. They were supposed to
be carrying arms from West Pakistan to East Pakistan.
which is now Bangladesh. and the Indian Government
was most displeased with us. But at no time did we
allow the relations between our two countries to reach
proportions which would have had a detrimental effect
on our coutry or on the general policy of Sri Lanka. We
never allowed that situation to arise.

Now, Sir, let us examine the foreign policy of the
United National Party towards India. As the Hon.
Member for Kalawana very correctly said — I do not
agree with all that he said. but certainly on this point he
is correct — the UNP has not followed a consistent line
towards India which has been the problem since 1977.
In the euphonria of your victory of 1977 1 am not
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talking about the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs -~ he
is too diplouration to do a thing like that —but certain
coueagues of his in the euphonia of your victory made a
number of very serious and damaging attacks on Mrs.
Gandhi - the famous talk of a cow and calf. You invited
the then Prime Minister of India, Mr. Morarji Desai
here and, whilst drinking his own urine and opening the
Kotmale Dam, you invited him to Parliament and there
was a remark made [ do not want to mention
names — that there were two dark eras in India and Sri
Lanka under the two ladies, by a very prominent
personality of your Government. You never imagined
that Mrs. Gandhi would ever come back to power. You
thought she was finished. But within two years she was
back as Prime Minsiter of Indian with another
unprecedented mandate. Now, Sir, when you make
serious references particularly to ladies, you have more
problems than when you make references to men. They
are very sensitive on matters like this. And I think the
constant refusal of India to co-operate with Sri Lanka
on many matiters was a result of these very unfortunate
attacks that have been made against Mrs. Gandhi and
her family, and right throughout her tenure as Prime
Minister she did not extend any co-operation — 1 would
not say any co-operation — certainly she did not extend
the expected co-operation to the Government on many
matters.

Then. Sir, once this ethnic problem arose in July
1983 — Mrs. Gandhi continued to be Prime Minister till
November last year the Government of Sri Lanka never
followed any consistent line towards India. There was
the Hon. Prime Minister who became a sell-styled
Dutugemunu overnight making violent attacks on India
and asking India to invade us, to come and attack us
and see what would happen that we would march to
Jaffna and face the Indian army. Mrs. Gandhi did not
have the slightest intention of provoking Sri Lanka into
a war. If she did that, none of us would have been here
today.

Then we found the Hon. Minister of National
Security say, “Do not antegonize India. They are our
best friends”. Then we found His Excellency the
President say, “Both points of view reflect my
Government’s point of view” which made things even
worse. There was no far-sightedness or pragmatism at
all, to repeat you own favourite words, in your
approach towards India. I am not holding you
responsible for that but you Government must have, on
a vital issue like relations with India, a consistent and
viable approach. You never had.

Then you went to the extent of saying, “Physician
heal thyself”, which was a remark aimed directly at
India. Then you called India a big bully. Then you went
to Pakistan and provoked India further by talking about
Kashmir. The Hon. Minister of Foreign Affaris and his
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Deputy are both aware of how sensitive India is on the
question of Kashmir. I am not saying that India is right
on that issue. I have my own personal views which I do
not want to reveal to this House. It is not quite relevant
for this House to know what 1 think about it,
Nevertheless, right or wrong, India has a sore spot on
the question of Kashmir. In fact. India’s bete noire is
this question of Kashmir, and you go to Kashmir and
say that the people of Kashmir have a right to
self-determination. 1 think you really trod very heavily
on India’s corn. I believe the Hon. Minister of Foreign
Affairs was part of the delegation that went to Pakistan,
and to talk of Kashmir was, 1 think — I do not want to be
hard or harsh - to put it very mildly to be indiscreet to
the point of being very undiplomatic. 1 gave you all
these examples not to have shots at you but to show this
House that you never pursued a consistent line on
foreign policy towards your most important neighbour.

I would just very briefly like to quote from a speech 1
made last year during the Committee Stage on the
Votes of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs on the question
of India. I will just quote that because I think it is fairly
important. I am quoting from HANSARD of
November 27, 1984, Column 175 where I have told this
House :

“You have got an excellent opportunity — I am making a concrete
proposal to you - to start afresh your relations with India because
there is a new Prime Minister who is hopefully going to be the Prime
Minister for a long time. You have got an ideal opportunity of
re-mending your fences with India. This is a fine opportunity for you
to get India to co-operale with you. Therefore, please have one
coherent foreign policy line towards India.”

That is what I said in the House-last year, and |
pleaded with my friend the hon. Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs. Now, when you review the relationship
between the two countries since last year, since the
reassumption of office by Rajiv Gandhi as the elected
Prime Minister of India, the relations between our
country and India have considerably improved.

This is what we have been asking them to do right
through out from 1980, even before 1980, consistently-
I can produce Hansards after Hansards. I do not want
1o do that because I do not want to eat into the time of
the hon. Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs who is
going to speak after me. 1 can give you quotations after
quotations where the Sri Lanka Freedom Party in this
House and outside this House has constantly advocated
good relations with India during the time of Mrs.
Gandhi and during the time of her son Rajiv Gandhi.
And I am glad that you have taken our advice even at
this late stage and you have scen sense, you have seen
the daylight and that you have now established a
working rapport, not only with the Government of
India, but also with the Prime Minister of India. I am
very happy about it. If anybody is happy it is 1, who am
quite happy because this is what I have always
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advocated. And I am glad that there is a rapport
between the Prime Minister of our country and the
Prime Minister of India. I have told the President on a
number of occasions, “Please do not let the relations
between Heads of States which have been good from
1948 deteriorate™. I'am glad that there is understanding
between the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs and the
Foreign Minister of India and so on. The Hon. Minister
of National Security meets the Prime Minister of India
very constantly and the Prime Minister of Sri Lanka
has been paid a courtesy call at the Waldorf Astoria in
New York by the Prime Minister of India and he and
his family had taken photographs along with the Prime
Minister of India and his wife. We are all very happy
about that. This is the state of relationship that should
have existed. I think even after a long, long time, after
much water has flowed under the bridge, after much
bad feelings were exchanged. at last this rapport has
come about. We are very happy about it.

Now, Sir. let us come to the next logical situation
from there. Having re-established good contact between
the Government of India and the Government of Sri
Lanka, there is something which you must press for. I
believe there is going to be a meeting of the South Asian
Regional Co-operation in Dhaka in the next few days,
which the President is going to attend. The Prime
Minister of India will be there and all the leaders in the
South Asian region will also be there. This is a fine
opportunity for you—1 do not want to use the word
“Pressmize” — to persuade the Government of India and
the Prime Minister of India, particularly now that you
hane established good relations with them, to hand over
all the terrorists who are operating from Indiac soil.
You could not have done that with the late Mrs. Gandhi
because she would not have taken you seriously, for a
number of reasons. — (Interruption). But the terrorists
are operating from there. In 1975 when we asked for the
release of Kuttimani, Mrs. Gandhi obliged
straightaway, and Kuttimani was sent to Sri Lanka.
Surely you cannot compare the degree of terrorism that
existed in 1975 with the degree of ethnic terrorism that
exists in 19857 They are two completely different
situations. — (Interruption). 1 do not want to answer
these inane questions, Sir. Today the degree of
terrorism is unsurpassed and cannot be compared to any
other year.

What | am urging this Government today is to bring
this to the notice of the SARC meeting in Dhaka. I say
this not only as the Leader of the Opposition but also on
behalf of the SLFP. I say that you should make every
single concerted attempt you can at this very important
meeting to persuade the Prime Minister of India to
hand over all the terrorist leaders to us. We will deal
with them according to the law of the land. There are
very stringent laws that deal with terrorism. So
persuade then: to hand them over. Then the problem of
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terrorism will be over, because as long as terrorists
operate from Indian soil, as long as Indian soil is being
used by the terrorists to operate from to dismember this
country, whatever political solution you come to, all the
terrorist groups will never agree. You know that, Hon,
Minister of Foreign Affairs. All the terrorist groups will
never agree to a complete political solution, and
terrorism will continue. Therefore, the only way in
which you can cure this cancer with one swift surgical
operation is to persuade India to hand over all these
terrorists to us.—(/nrerruption). 1 am saying the obvious
because the obvious has not happened. We all know
what you were doing. Let us not discuss “paradise” and
all that. Sir, we are in a very serious situation. I do not
want these unnecessary interruptions to come from the
backbenches. They are quite irrelevant to the issue.

Now, Sir, what I am saying is this. I am glad that the
President he said the same thing today. This what the
President has said in an interview with “India Today™,
which is reproduced in the “Island” of this morning. He
has made some very interesting and 1 think rather
appropriate remarks. To a question asked by the
interviewer, “But how are they able to maintain their
movements for so long ?” he says, “They are coming
from India.” This whole interview, I think, has been
going in the same direction as | have been mentioning
now. Therefore, Sir, I think it is the duty of this
Government, now that you have established good
relations with the Prime Minister of India to do
everything possible, not to confine it to having tea
parties at the Waldorf Astoria and taking photographs
with people but to take it several steps further and to
have these terrorists given back to Sri Lanka. Give them
an assurance that they will not be murdered. Of course,
your Government is very weak on that score because
you cannot even protect the terrorist suspects held in
your own prisons. But, nevertheless, try and persuade
them to hand them back because then you can cure this
problem once and for all. Thereafter you can discuss the
problem with the moderate Tamils who are prepared for
discussion and come to some consensus. Even after you
come to a political solution if terrorism still continues,
you are going to alienate the majority of the people of
this country for ever and for good. I do not wish to
pursue this point any further.

We all will look forward to the success of the SARC
meeting in Bangladesh, to see how successful your
Government has been in pursuing this kind of line.

Now, I would very briefly refer to the meeting
between the President and the Prime Minister of Israel,
Mr. Shimon Peres, in Paris a few weeks ago. To a
question asked by the hon. Member for Kalawana (Mr.
Sarath Muttetuwegama) the Deputy Minister of
Foreign Affairs said, “His Excellency the President is of
the view that it is not necessary to disclose what was
discussed between them™.
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Now, Sir, this is a very unfortunate situation. I am
not blaming vou. There is nothing you could do about
that. You were not even there. But you have a such
close relations with the Arabs. Your biggest tea buyer
are the Arabs. They offer you the biggest employment
opportunities outside this country. You are dependent
on them for oil, aid and so on.

The Hon, Minister of Foreign Affairs talked a greal
deal last time about establishing an embassy in the
UAE. He says that they have now become the locus of
economic development. He says, “our pragmatic policy
is a far-sighted policy ; we realize that here is a new
world being born™,  very, very prophetic - *a new
centre of political influence, a new centre of financial
influence. and our country must be represented there.”

We are very glad about all this. Now, if vou are so
dependent on the Arabs, why do you not disclose to this
House the discussion that took place between the leader
ol our country and the leader of Israel? I am not
purporting -any bad motives to you all. You may have
discussed the growing of daffodils or the growing of
roses. But even if you did not discuss that or discussed
that, T think, particularly because the Arabs, as you
know. Hon. Minister, are very, very sensitive on this
issue, if nothing that is suspicious has transpired in
those discussions in Paris, the only thing you can do is to
disclose to this House we do not want to know
everything in detail but briefly what was discussed
between the leaders of the two nations. This, I think is
something the Government owes to this country and
particularly to our friends in the Arab countries.

Now, Sir, there were a number of remarks that were
made about appointments to embassies abroad about
some appointments being given to various relations of
people in the Government. 1 am not saying, Sir, that
just because they are related to Ministers and so on they
should be disqualified. Your own daughter, Sir, is doing
a magnificent job in Canberra. There are people like
that who have relations in high places in Government
who are competent people. They should not be
disqualified or discriminated against because they are
related to people in the Government. Equally. people
should not be promoted if they are related if they are
not very efficient. This is a complaint we have got
against the Government.

A number of people have be sent abroad, Sir. There is
a4 young Miss — I do not want to mention names - in
New York who is a part-time student, and the embassy
officers in New York complain consistently that the
voung Miss never comes even to sign the register. Now,
that kind of thing is bad for the simple reason that if the
appointment was given because her father holds a high
position in the UNP Government she has an obligation
by the father and the party for which the father is
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working to do her best in that embassy. That is what
your daughter is doing in Canberra. Now, people like
this should not be promoted and kept there.

I would like to speak bery briefly about an
appointment of a gentleman called farook from the
electorate of Harispattuwa, which is represented by the
Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs. 1 believe he is now
working in the embassy in Moscow. Now, Sir, this Mr.
Farook was charged in the Kandy Municipal Court for
stoning the house of your opponent, the SLFP candidate
for Harispattuwa, Dr. H. M. Maharoof, who was your
neighbour at that time, on the night 8.8.1977. This case
was taken up for trial. The charge sheet was found
missing from the court records by defence counsel, and
the Magistrate dismissed the case with liberty to re-file
it because of this techinical defect of the missing
document. He was bound technically to do so. The
Katugastota Police OIC, the new man whom the Hon.
Minister of Foreign Affairs included as a member of the
delegation to the United Nations, I[P Meegoda — a very
qualified IP, Sir; the first IP ro represent Sri Lanka at
the United Nations — has refused to re-file the case. It
had been filed by [P Gunawardane, his predessor. Now,
Sir, the matter has been sent to the Attorney-General
and is awaiting orders from upstairs. And we know
what the order is going to be.

This Farook is a very strange character. While he was
a peon at the Kandy Insurance Corporation he abused
and assaulted the Security Officer in a state of
drunkeness. In February 1983 a departmental inquiry
found him guilty and interdicted him. Pressure got him
reinstated at the Matara Insurance Corporation
without back pay accepting his guilt. [ do not know who
on earth he is, but this is the kind of person who is sent
to an important country like the Soviet Union,

There is another case of a man called Sabri, again a
great supporter of the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs
from Harispattuwa. He is now in Rome. He also has a
rather bleak record of throwing stones at his opponent’s
houses, Sir. If stone-throwing in the Harispattuwa
Electorate is a qualification to get foreign
appointments, I think [ will also start throwing stones at
Harispattuwa to get appointed as Ambassador to
London. I do not want to cast aspersions on my Hon.
triend - (Interruption). You keep out of it. I want to
deal with the Hon. Minister. [ think this kind of thing is
necessary — to send vour supporters abroad ; we have all
done that — but people with bad records, records of a
criminal and violent nature, must not be sent however
strong supporters they are.

On the question of Farook, the man who was accused
ol stoning the house of your rival, Dr. Maharoof, |
would like to say that it is something which we would
iike to lodge our strongest protest at. That is all 1 wish
to say on that subject.
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The other matter I want to mention very briefly is
with regard to the appointment of an Ambassador to
UNESCO. What was the necessity to appoint an
Ambassador to UNESCO ? what was the necessity to
appoint an Ambassador UNESCO is an organization
which is now virtually boycotted by the United States. I
think Britain is about to boycott it. I do not know
whether they have already boycotted it. Our
Ambassador in Paris had handled very well. During our
time Mr. Wijeratne was Ambassador in Paris. Mr. Fred
Silva was Ambassador before that. I think they all did a
very good job. They all looked after UNESCO very
well. Now you have a big tussle between Mr. Ginige and
Mr. Guruge. Mr, Ginige did not get it ; Mr. Guruge got
it. I am not concerned about the battle of the two Ge’,s
but nevertheless I think an Ambassador to UNESCO is
not necessary. It is going to cost, I believe, something
like Rs. 9 million per year to keep that embassy going. 1
do not want to cast aspersions on Dr. Ananda Guruge.
He may be an efficient person. But there is no necessity
to have an Ambassador in UNESCO in my opinion.

The other point 1 wish to raise is this, Sir. There is a
very strong rumour that your next Ambassador to
Canberra in Australia is going to be a person who holds
a green card, whose whole family virtually is resident
there. Earlier a gentleman who also holds a green card
was sent to Canberra and you were told that he cannot
remain there, and now he is in Geneva. If you send
another man to Canberra immediately after that whose
family is settled down in Australia and who holds a
green card —a green card is not a UNP card: it is
something quite different — I think you might cause
tremendous embarrassment to our country.

The final point [ wish to make very briefly is about
our information services in Europe. I think I have
repeatedly asked the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs
to send efficient, competent people to handle
information sections in London, Bonn, Paris, Rome,
Washington, and New York. In all the Western capitals
from where the Tamil terrorists operate we have
absolutely no chance of competing with them because
their disinformation service, to use the words constantly
used by the Hon. Minister of National Security,
particularly of the Tamil terrorists, has been so
effective as you yourself saw during our last trip to
Canada, that we are nowhere near them to compete
with them. Therefore please review this. I knopw it is
not an easy job. Please pass more money, build up your
information sections in the Western capitals and send
competent people to handle it.

That is all I wish to say on the Votes of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. I have already taken a few minutes
of the time of the hon. Deputy Minister. | would like to
wind up my remarks with the hope that in regard to
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some of the issues that we have raised today it will not
be a question of finding answers in the reply of the Hon.
Minister of Foreign Affairs but that the Government
will seriously do something to set our relations with
India on a proper course and rectify some of the matters
mentioned.

Thank you.

g o 11.45

Jedis gz Bom (Bewids Bede ©dgy 0@H9E)

Fo Mger CuimenGir — Qasflpr L gradasr  Srs
Bjemnd i)

(Mr. Tyronne Fernando — Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs)

Mr. Chairman, Sir, 1 wish to remind the hon. Leader
of the Opposition as well as the hon. Member for
Attanagalla of a very apt saying — I think it is in the
Bible : “There is a time for everything under the
sun” — a time to be born, a time to die, a time to sow, a
time to reap, a time to love and a time to hate, a time to
make war and a time to make peace” because the Hon.
Member for Attanagalla accused my Minister of been
dumb on some issues. Indeed, Sir, there is a time to be
dumb and a time to be vociferous, a time to throw
stones, a time to get bouquets, a time to do your
comings and a time to do your goings, a time to blow
hot and a time to blow cold, very much so in the conduct
of foreign affairs — A very difficult task which our
Minister has ot perform. And timing is the essence in
the conduct of foreign affairs.

Sir, the Hon. Leader of the Opposition has accused
me of upsetting India or for saying something
indiscreet. I want to clarify what made us say that.
What we said, Sir, was provoked by the statements
made by my counter-part, in the Lok Sabha Kurshid
Alam Khan, who has been removed and is no more in
that position. At that time I said that India should be
careful not to appear to be bullying the smaller Nations
in the region. I compared Indonesia which is a very big
partner in ASEAN of a low profile. They give all due
respect and position to smaller countries like Brunei and
Singapore. Similarly, we made that point at that time
and we decided to show our displeasure by not
attending, at the highest level, the meeting of the
SARC. I am glad that the Hon. Leader of the
Opposition now admits that relations have have
improved. That was the time to speak oui. We had to.
There is a time to be dumb and a time to have a low
profile. That was the time to make our feelings known
to India that we would not be pushed around. To quote
our President : “We will not be pushed around”.

Sir, our President has also come in for criticism that
he is interfering in or is conducting foreign affairs. I
wish to remind the Opposition that we have an
Fxecutive President. It is not as in the case of previous
Governments where we had a ceremonial President or a
dumb President or a ceremonial Prime Minister or at

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



509

least a Prime Minister with no executive power over
other Ministries. The Executive President over sees the
work of all the Ministries and one of the most important
Ministries is the Foreign Ministry, which has to follow
the foreign policy of the President. Every Ambassador
in every country is the representative of the President,
not of the Foreign Ministry. He represents the
President. So the President’s views on foreign affairs,
the priorities that he dictates looking at the broadest
possible picture which is really in our national interest
must be respected.

The Prime Minister has come into criticism on his
statements on India. The Prime Minister was the first
person to bring to public attention the fact that there
were indeed terrorist bases operating in India against
us. I think the Hon. Leader of the Opposition will
concede that. Even India has now conceded it although
they did not at that time. We have to commend the
Prime Minister for that. He had the courage to say that.

gnd Jedindman Som
(Bm Ngr uewLrrpruss)
(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)
At the wrong time !

Jedidl gmoic Bom

(Bm. ACmenr GuiirgyerCLr)
(Mr. Tvronne Fernando)
At the right time.

gmd AeHthdman Gom

(F® sigur ussrLrrpruss)

{Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

You all should have said that after improving
relations with India.

Sedist gemeie Bom

(8. ACmeir QuigparGLr)

(Mr. Tyronne Fernando)

Relations improved after we exposed all those things.
Relations improved after we stood up.

GEc SgEihcSINOm o

(Bm oigr usktrLrr pruss)
(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)
That is because there was a new Prime Minister.

Sedit gmmg Snm™

(Bm ACmsr QuiFgmanGLr)

(Mr. Tyronne Fernando)

So there must be a blowing hot and a blowing cold.

That is the essence of foreign affairs.

g Aeithomum wuan

(Bm sigur vewLrrpruds)

(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

But that should not be 1n consistent.

Sedis gomrig Svm

(8'm. AGmer QuiemerGLr)

(Mr. Tvronne Fernando)

No, we must consistently follow a goal, but our

strategy could be blowing hot or cold.

1985 ecen®@as 2

510

I have very little time left to speak, since 1 have
promised some time before lunch to my good Friend,
the hon. Member for Colombo West, to make a few
comments. | would also deal with this question of Israel,
if 1 may, because the hon. Leader of the Opposition
referred to my reply where 1 said His Excellency was
not disclosisng what he has said - he did not think it
necessary. | also said that there was absolutely no
change in our policy toward the Arabs and particularly
in regard to the question of Palestine. In fact, the
Ambassador for the PLO has just presented his
credentials here. We did not see any inconsistency. We
have always supported the cause of Palestine and
recently [ had the honour of representing this country in
Oman at the 15th National Day together with the Hon.
Minister of National Security. We met a large number
of leaders of the Arab world, including the Sultan of
Oman, King of Jordan, the President of Pakistan, the
Crown Prince of Morocco and the King of Saudi
Arabia. Even Egypt has diplomatic relations with
Israel. We do not have even that. As you know, Israel is
a Member of the United Nations. You had merely
suspended relations with Israel. You did not break off
diplomatic relations. You merely suspended relations
until they withdrew. to their pre— 1967 borders.
(Interruption) That is right. so there is really no big
issue. Any time the Israelis and the Arabs will settle
their matters. On our part there is no change in our
position on either the ouestion of borders of Israel or on
the question of Palestine.

The SLFP always waxes eloquence on their
connections with the Arabs. I wish to remind the SLFP
again that, at the height of the boom in the Middle
East, that is 1974, 1975 and 1976, it failed to exploit
that boom and send people to work in the Middle East.
[t was our Gvoernment that opened the doors for
foreign employment. Qur Hon. Minister facilitated the
issue of passports and did away with the exit permit
system and millions of people are now gainfully
employed abroad. Many more millions could have been
employed much earlier if not for the narrow views of the
SLFP, “Why should the Sinhalese go and work for the
Muslims.”.

g9 DEEhSoNa SO
(B gy LsTLITETLES)
(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)
That is very unfair.

Secim gD SOEN

(8w A8mer QuiwpsrGr)

(Mr. Tyronne Fernando)

This is the type of narrow thinking that permeated
that government. I have been reliably informed that
your mother was keen on this but there were enough
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[ Decid gmmg Swen ]

narrow minded, petty people, in your Government — I
am sure privately you would admit it — who prevented
her from doing that. On two matters we have a
tremendous change in the environment. One is on India.
The other, as the hon. Member for Ratgama pointed
out is that our image in the world has definitely
improved. I think the hon. Leader of the Opposition also
would admit that.

ond DeEthdoom S
(8w oignir usTL Ty pruds)
(Mr. Anura Bandaranaike)

No. I do not.

Secis) gomdlg Smmm

(8m. AGmer GuigyemGLr)

(Mr. Tyronne Fernando)

Since we met last year our image in the world has

improved. There is no question about it. If you travel
about and speak to people you will admit that our image
has improved and that our Embassies have done a very
good job in that regard.

I wish also to agree with the hon. Member for
Attanagalla that we have a large area of sea around us.
200 square miles which is six times the land area, which
we can exploit, I think the Government should think of
establishing a separate authority to exploit this area.
We have total sovereignty ovr this area in regard tc
fisheries as well as mineral resources.

The hon. Member for Attanagalla also said that we
were neglecting our traditional friends like Burma, a
Buddhist country. I would like to tell him that on the
contrary, we have very good relations with Burma.
About two years ago I paid an official visit there.
Recently they made us a donation of a Buddha statue
on a throne worth about Rs. 500,000. It was donated
after 200 hours of pirith chanting was doue at the
famous Shwe Dagon Pagoda in Rangoon, with the wish
that there would be peace and harmony in this country.

Finally, I would wish to thank the Hon. Minister of
Finance Our Ministry has been finding it very difficult
to maintain our vehicles in working order, and we do not
have a sufficient number. Although we have asked for
many more, we have been granted 17 vehicles both for
our missions abroad and for work here. 1 would like to
commend to our Secretary that we should think of
investing in a jeep or some other hardy vehicle because
many of these cars, in my view, tend to fall into
disrepair because they have to carry very heavy
bags — three or four of them — to and from the airport.
Instead of a car, we should invest in a jeep. This is
rather a mundane matter but since 1 had a little extra
time, [ thought 1 should mention that.

The Foreign Ministry should be commended on two
very major achievements this year. The first is on the

improvement of relations with India. We are ggétl)r;g’\%l&ah
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fullest co-operation from India to solve the terrorist
problem, at our request. The second is that there has
been considerable improvement in our image abroad.

With these remarks I wind up my speech.

o SHmEh

(slwait)

(The Chairman)

I recognize the hon. Member for Colombo West (Mr.
Anura Bastian) as the next speaker. The Sitting is
suspended till 1 p.m.

AED® IO epacd mEmEnd eufgin cid ¢.o.1.00 O Heaicis
odmoag®ed cmodoless mia odudn &

HSariy  guotay S w1 wesfanr B Apssinn’ @, e oy rues
wrillggy. Srflé surprust syanser sl B ST s,

Sitting accordingly suspended till I p.m. and then resumed, MR.
DEPUTY SPEAKER in the Chair.

aSHE Bl ooy (D)
(B el par@Piign — wigso)
(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe - Matugama)

Mr. Chairman, Sir, in a way [ feel very sorry for the
Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, because he is not the
only person who is directing foreign policy in this
country, A divided house, many cooks spoiling the broth

naturally all these factors have made the tenure of
office of the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs rather
difficult.

What [ would like to say, first of all, is that there is
no basic thrust of foreign policy in this Government.
From 1977 when you came to power right up to today
you are a rudderless ship going from one side to the
other. — (Jmterruption). | do not know about that. All 1
want to say is that when you came to power in 1977 you
had a very close [riendship with the Indian Prime
Minister of the day.

g Do @non
(Bm sigyr uvsvBwer)
{Mr. Anura Bastian)

We still have it.

aHE ganlien @mm

(Bo safe yarflia)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

You still have it now. I will be honest with you.
Certainly you have good relations with the present
Indian Prime Minister, but you had varying fortunes,
because at times you had different attitudes towards the
Indian Prime Minister of the day. That was a part of
the commitment of your party towards the appraisal of
fndian politics, because the idea was that Mrs. Gandhi
and Mrs, Bandaranaike were too closely associated and
therefore what happened in India was going to happen
in 8ri Lanka and vice versa. Anyway, the result was

a[r%lalztom%ﬁigﬁgan to affect your policy, so that suddenly
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one fine day you say, “We want to join ASEAN.”
Unfortunately the Prime Minister of Singapore has to
instruct you on the geopolitics of the region and say,
“Your fortunes are tied up with South Asia and not
with South East Asia.” This is what | am trying to say.
Your policies have not got a single thrust. They are
going in various and different directions. You wanted to
join ASEAN. Now, just look at the meaning of that.
When you indicate that you want to join ASEAN, what
do you say ? “We do not hae very much to do with the
South Asian Region, the leader of which is our
neighbour India”. Now you have come back. You have
been rebuffed by the ASEAN, and now you are back in
South Asian Regional Co-operation. 1 think it is an
extremely good step that you have taken now, no thanks
to your decisions earlier but because you were rebuffed
by the ASEAN,

I want to tell this House that Sri Lanka was used as
an example during the last general elections in
Singapore by no other person than Mr. Lee Kuan Yew
himself to say, “This is the example that we must not
follow™. Mr. Rajaratnam, the Foreign Minister at the
time said the same thing, “Look at Sri Lanka, see what
has happened without a strong Government”, and they
showed you as an example not to follow, but you were
falling behind Mr. Lee Kuan Yew trying to emulate his
system but now he is in trouble. So the foreign policy of
a government is really, as my good Friend the Hon.
Minister of Foreign Affairs knows from his Marxisl
past, an extension of the domestic policy. That is a well
known Marxist criterion, that the foreign policy is an
extension of the domestic policy. Now we know what
vour domestic policy is. Therefore you yourselves were
thrust in this direction. Sir, before the Hon. Minister of
Foreign Affairs came in | was explaining” that 1 felt
very sorry for him because he is one of the “Foreign
Ministers of Sri Lanka! There are so many Foreign
Ministers. There are so many cooks spoiling the soup !

P5YOS e
(Dsggeut pEmaur)
(A Member)

Who are the others ?

e5E Gontho ooy
(B® sefled oo Flian)
{Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)
There are so many people who are making foreign
policy statements. — (Interruption). Why should |
explain ? If you do not know that -

gnd Edas 8o
(Bm oigr vsvGwisir)
(Mr. Anura Bastian)

I think the hon. Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
dealt with that subject very clearly.
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a5 gook-n B

(8w el parFEign)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

All I am trying to say is that there are many people
who make statements on foreign policy, some of which
are antagonistic and contradictory. Therefore I am not
blaming my good Friend who is trying his best in these
difficult circumstances to carry this portfolio. So what 1
am trying to say is that this Government has not had a
consistent foreign policy. It has a foreign policy based
on shifting sands. On the one hand you move towards
ASEAN and you are rebuffed by ASEAN. Then you
come back to South Asian Regional Corporation. So
that you never had a proper thrust for vour foreign
policy to really develop it as an adjunct of what your
domestic policies are.

Now, take the example of having an Israeli Interests
Section. I have here with me what the hon. Member for
Colombo West said last time. He said that Saudi Arabis
was already calling for tenders for the Mahaweli
Development Scheme and that it was going ahead, but
we all know that it has fallen [lat on its face. There is no
Saudi Arabian co-operation. In fact, the Hon. Minister
of Finance was in Canada trying to persuade the
Canadian authorities to give aid for the Mahaweli
Development Scheme instead of thel Saudis because
they have backed out. So you were wrong last time and
you must admit that honestly. If what you said last time
was correct then you are on the correct path and it does
not matter whether you had an Israeli Interests Section
or not, and the Saudis were going Lo give you the
money, but we all know that the Saudis have backed
out.

Now. my point is this. You should have advised this
Government, this Cabinet, that if you had an Israeli
Interests Section that would have jeopardised the
delicate balance of affairs that you were conducting
with the Arab countries. You can always say,“We are a
sovereign country. We are going to do this and we are
going to do that™, but you have to consider it in the
context of the world situation, It is in that context that
vou have made a great mistake by trying to get the
Israeli Interests Section here. So you have as a result
completely put the backs up of the Arabs, of the Saudis
in particular. So once you make these mistakes you
must admit them and now 1 think you are very happy to
ger rid of the Israelis, because you have not got
anything out of them. That was a desperate move,
because the arguments that we got were, “Well. there
are no friends in the world for us. So we must get hold
ol anybody who is prepared to come and help™. Then we
come back to that anybody who is prepared to come and
help™. Then we come back to that question again: Why
do you not have [riends ?
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[e®¢ Hentn Smmi]

Now the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs justified
the policy of this Government on the basis that in 1971
when many countries came to the assistance of Sri
Lanka it was an internal struggle within the ethnic
majority section. But today he says it is different. There
is a different ethnic group involved. Therefore the
others do not want to come here. That is not the case. |
will show that in a moment, Sir.

Now your arguments today particularly are not of
ethnicity. Your arguments in the world media had been
that these are Marxist groups trying to overthrow the
legitimate Government of Sri Lanka. Ethnicity is
becoming rather recessed. Instead of that you have
concentrated on the question of these militant groups
being Marxist or Marxist oriented. So that there again
you do not have a consistency because your official
organs — [ am not talking about other newspapers - go
about saying, “Well, there is Russian ammunition here,
Kalashnikov rifles are being used.” Kalashnikov rifles
can be bought anywhere in the world market. It is one
of the things like, say, Toshiba and various other things.
Kalashnikov things are also a world commodity today.
But that does not necessarily mean that the USSR or
any of those countries are involved. That is the line that
has been taken up by your official media. That is what I
am trying to say. You must have a consistent foreign
policy and it is the consistency which will gain you the
fruits of your labour.

Now having said that, Sir, there is ahother matter I
want to allude to. That is the question of the oil tanks.
Now we can give our oil tanks to anybody. But as you
know, oil tanks are very strategic things that people all
over the world are keeping an eye on. So that when you
say, “We are going to give the oil tanks to so and so” — |
am not saying you should not give the oil tanks -~ you
must be very careful to see to whom you are giving
them, because they are of great strategic importance.
Finally you gave to a firm in America called Oroleum
or somebody like that, to some fly-by-night firm based
in Singapore, and what happened to it ? Nothing. What
did you gain from all that exercise ? Zero. You only
made people in New Delhi worried about the strategic
importance of these oil tanks and how they were going
to be managed by people who were against Indian
interests in the Indian Ocean region. These are the
things that you have to consider in developing your
foreign policy. You have never had a consistent line.

I admit, generally you take the position that you are
non-aligned. But unfortunately even that non-alignment
is not exactly non-aligned. On very many matters. You
shift from one side to the other, Now take the case of
the Malvinas or the Falkland Islands. What was your
position, Mr. Foreign Minister in that ? You voted with
the British Government. On the contrary it would have

been far more correct for you to have abstained because
I feel that there are some complex questions involved in
the Falkland Islands issue. The people in those Islands
feel that they belong to Britain. It may be that they
have come there in the historic period and settled down
on islands belonging to the Argentines. Therefore, it is a
complex question. Being one of the most prominent
nations amongest the non-aligned nations, you should
be very careful to see that your position cannot be
criticised.

Then there was the invasion by the United States. 1
forget the name of the island—

& 8. o o8 @oon
(g@u o. of. srav. aofh)
(Mr. A. C. 8. Hameed)

Grenada.

i@ Bob-o Som

Bm safld gporPiipn)
(Mr. Anu Moonesinghe)
There was a flagrant interference in the soverignty of

that island. But you know, the United States was able to
intervene there because of its position in the world.
Once you intervene in Granada, what is there to stop
them from intervening in Nicaragua except that there
might be a conflagration ? In these matter where we are
also inconsistent we must take an unequivocal position.

Sir, joined up with this whole situation is the position
of our chanceries in all the Western countries; America,
the North American continent and Japan. First of all |
want to say that our diplomatic service is lagging
behind in talent. As ambassadors to those countries we
must send people who can at least speak that language.
What is the use of sending people who speak Sinhala
only or bad English only in addition to Sinhala ? The
Hon. Minister must now create a cadre of talented
people who are dedicated to this foreign policy. Instead
of that, what do we find ? We find people who do not
understand the language of the countries sent to deal
with the media in those various countries. They have
been sent for various other reason like the education of
their children. But even that has not been of use because
finally the offspring has come on to the other side. You
have people sent to these countries for medical reasons ;
to take treatment because they are suffering from some
illness or the other. These are the bases on which you
are sending people to man the missions.

I am not saying all, but a ve.y significanit proportion
of people are sent on this basis. Do you deny that these
people have been sent there for purposes other than
representing the country competently ? As a result you
have people in these missions who are not able to deal
with the media in those countries. One of the results of
that was the unfavourable propaganda for Sri Lanka in
those countries. Dealing with media is an expert job. It
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1s not everybody who can do that. You must be able to
deal with the correspondence and with the journalists at
their level ; take them out to lunch or dinner. go to the
pub, sit and talk with them and so on. During my recent
visit, once 1 explained the situation. I found some
people, while admitting certain things, were quite
prepared to believe what we say. But unfortunately
almost everybody in Europe has a view of us which is
totally wrong. They think that we are barbarians, kiling
off the Tamils and there is genocide. These are the
general views of the ordinary people. I am not speaking
of the highly experienced people in foreign affairs and
so on. But if you speak to people who are intelligent and
who know something about the world they are all
convinced that this Government of Sri Lanka is on the
rampage, that we are like one of the African
Governments where the troops are Kkilling

indiscriminately. From Idi Amin’s day, the African

continent has had a very bad name. They feel that we
are of the same yarn as these people.

Now what is the reason for this ? The reason is that
we have never been able effectively to project our image
in the media of those countries. We have not been able
to bring enough of those people into this country, take
them around, let them discuss with the ordinary people,
speak to them. These are the things which should have
been done. Unfortunately they these have not been
done. The Department of Information, the Hon.
Minister of State said, is not properly represented. The
Department of Information has people who are
experienced in dealing with the media, they can get
many more people and man vour Information Desks in
these Missions. Unfortunately the Missions can only
send out various brochures and bulletins and so on.
Those are utterly useless unless they are properly
presented to the media in those countries.

Sir, if you think that T am biased, please listen to
what the Sri Lankan community abroad has to say. You
take the Sri Lankan community in Britain. You speak
to them and they will tell you how dissatisfied they are.
You speak to the Sri Lankans in the United States or
Canada : equally they condemn this Government for not
being able to put across the proper point of view. In fact
they are trying to do it themselves. They are spending
money, maintaining telephones the numbers of which
people can telephone and find out what the real
situation is in Sri Lanka, and they are putting out
advertisements and propaganda. Why cannot the
Government do that ? It is the Government's job. It is a
job of the government as a whole. Not merely the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs by itself but the
government as a whole and the Department of
Informatoin should be part and parcel of vour
propaganda machinery in the Western countries and
America.
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The representatives of the Tamil separatists run
extremely efficient organizations in those countries.
And what they do is they get hold of people who are in
strategic places, for instance. Senator Kennedy's
entourage. This is a very vital place. So they keep on
leeding back ; and not only them, they use others also.
For instance, Mr. Satyendra is used to penetrate that
entourage of Senator Kennedy. This is how they work.
So that the people who are around Senator Kennedy
feel that the Tamils are right and we Sinhalese are
wrong.

caeneaSmEh

(slevaui)

{The Chairman)

Order please ! How much longer will you take ?

eHE sBento oo

(8w sl (e Fian)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

I will finish up soon, Sir. Therefore you will see that
this Government is fairly to blame for the situation that
has arisen which not only makes the Government
appear black, but blackens the whole fo the Sri Lankan
nation, and the Sinhalese in particular.

Now after all these things have been done — you have
been in power for so long - His Excellency the President
says, “We have no friends”. Surely if that statement is
taken seriously your foreign policy has come to naught,
vour foreign policy has resulted in this country having
no friends at all. IT that is true, then the Hon. Foreign
Minister must say, “I have not done my job well, there
is no confidence in me because His Excellency the
President has said that we have no friends”. Then what
has the Government been doing all these years 7 What
has been the thrust of our policy ? What have our
Missions been doing ? What has the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs been doing all these days 7 Surely that
is a damning statement for the Head of the Government
to make. Therefore [ think today this Government must
reconsider the thrust of its foreign policy and decide
how they are to go about making new friends. You have
not [riends ; so you have to make new friends. How do
vou make these friends 7 What is the policy that will
enable you to make friends again with people who have
forgotten about you ? That should be the answer of the
Government to us. Tell us how you are going to make
friends again with people who were our friends in the
past and who have now ceased to help you. That should
be the answer we require from this Government, from
the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs, because otherwise
I can see only a stiring of failures on the part of the
Foreign Ministry in the conduct of the foreign policy of
this Government.

o8¢ emdun Smon (Hewith it sSoes g Edng)
(8. apAESr Csrpur — Qurg Bicursd Jirg) ssmwdsr)
(Mr. Harindra Corea — Deputy Minister of Public Administration)
Mr. Chairman, there are some points raised by the
hon. Member for Matugama which I wish to comment
on later, but I would like to inform the House that the
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(088 emde Bnm]
Hon. Leader of the Opposition — it is a pity that the
hon. Member for Matugama was not here - made a
very vital statement this morning. He has, I think, in
the course of the last few years made two other vital
statements. One statement was that the Indian army
was ready to invade Sri Lanka. He said they had come
down to Trivendram. | remember on that occasion when
I started to smile at his remark, he said, “Do not smile.
You smoke cigarettes and before you finish smoking
one cigarette, the Indian army will be here”. The Hon.
Prime Minister had a lot to say about that statement.
On another occasion the hon. Leader of the Opposition
contradicted really what the hon. Member for
Matugama said just now. He said there was a marxist
plot to take over this country. The Hon. Member for
Matugama said that we are saying that there is a
marxist plot, that terrorism starting on an ethnic basis
had become a marxist plot. The hon. Leader of the
Opposition also made that statement. But today he has
"made another statement. He said, “If you get the
terrorists back from India this whole crisis will
disappear™. Now, Sir, that is another incredible
statement he has made. It is an obvious statement but
one wonders whalt the hon. Members of the Opposition
arc saying. When they speak in the emergency debates
they spend hourse speaking about all kinds of strategy,
about tactics, about what is happening in this country in
the fight against terrorism and so on. But the hon.
Leader of the Opposition says today, “Get the terrorists
out of India. Get the Indian Government to send all
those terrorists back here and then the problem is over™,
That is exactly what we have said.

When the Hon. Prime Minister said on the floor of
this House that there were terrorist camps in South
India, the hon. Members of the Opposition said that
that was an accusation we were making "against a
friendly country. All of them said this is something
which should not be said without proof etc. But now
everybody admits that the presence of camps there and
the terrorists operating from there are the cause of our
problems. So I wonder why the hon. Leader of the
Opposition in the course of his speech did not say that
the foreign policy of his party was to get back all these
people into our country within 24 hours. Will the hon.
Members of the Opposition make that statement, that
within 24 hours India will not only dismantle camps but
also back the terrorist leaders to this country despite the
pressures from the Tamil Nadu Government and the
South Indian parliamentarians ?

I think that is an absurd point that he had made. The
whole logic of his argument this morning was
ridiculous. He spoke about our foreign policies. He
knows, as the hon. Member for Matugama said just
now. that the foreign policy is an extension of your
domestic policy, domestic interests. What is paramount
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is the security and intergrity of this country. Therefore,
our foreign policy, when it is framed must reflect our
interests at the given moment, This Government did not
start the ethnic crisis. The hon. Leader of the
Opposition himself has said that all governments are to
blame. If all governments are to blame our Government
is not solely to blame. Therefore, we did not start the
ethnic crisis.

d. & eni@ sveddh Svomm

(5w = 1f. Bured QuBrorr)

(Mr. E. P. Paul Perera)

If the domestic policy of the SLFP is to topple the
present Government then, obviously, their [oreign
policy is also an extension of that policy.

e8¢ gest.o oo

5 wofli gperFuan)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

We are a democratic Opposition. We, of course, want
to topple this Government, That does not mean to say
that we want to do it undemocratically as they wanted
to do. They even went and set fire to the CTB buses.

d. 8. eti@ emedd) @twm

(Bm. = 1F. Burey QuUErrT)

(Mr. E. P. Paul Perera)

Sir, the hon. Member admits that and therefore it
follows that their foreign policy also has the same
objective.

g. o 1.30

oong emda Boon

(Bo anflpGlr Qarmpur)

(Mr. Harindra Corea)

Sir, the argument put forward by the hon. Leader of
the Opposition with regard to our foreign policy is not
logical at all because, as I said‘and I wishs to
emphasize, our foreign policy is based basically on our
own interests. We have to preserve our identity, our
security, etc., the hon. Member for Matugama (Mr.
Anil Moonesinghe) repeated the same argument about
our friends in the world. 1 must place this on record
particularly because the hon. Member of Kalawana
(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama) also spoke about our
status in the Non.-Aligned Movement under our
Government.

Our Government and the Hon. Minister of Foreign
Affairs have played a greater and more vital role in the
Non aligned Movement than any previous Government.
The test you must apply is this. Hon. Members of the
Opposition accused the UNP of being against
non-alignment before we came into power. the fact is
that the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs and His
Excellency the President as Chairman of the
Non-Aligned Movement for two years played their part
and were applauded for the part they played. This
proves beyond doubt our non-aligned stand. After all,
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non-alignment means that individual countries and
natlions believe in non-intervention, non-interference in
the domestic alfairs of other countries. We are in
neither of the super power blocs. With that, I think, the
hon. Member for Matugama agrees. We are not with
the Soviet Union ; we are not with the United States.
We are not aligned. We have no defence pact. We have
no pacts at all. We as a Government are interested in
foreign investment. Therefore we get foreign investment
from anybody who wants to invest in this country. The
hon. Member for Kaduwela knows that. We have got
foreign investors. That is one arm of our foreign
economic policy.

e Benb.n Som

(B ool yarFliam)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe) E

If the hon. Deputy Minister will permit me to
intervene, may I ask this 7 What was your policy on the
invasion of Grenada ?

d. 8. i@ ecedd) Smmn

(8. = f. Gurdd Qulrrr)

(Mr. E. P. Paul Perera)

In the Pakistan India was why did you allow the
fuelling of planes here !

o8ne emda Voo

B poflpglr Carpur)

(Mr. Harindra Corea)

The Grenada invasion was at the request ol the
Grenada Government backed by other Commonwealth
Caribean countries. I think the Prime Minister was shot
at that time.

B¢ gonlio Som

(8w yafled (psmFlinn)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

My good Friend has mixed up the whole thing. The
Government never asked.

oSl cemden BOLH

(B anfipgr Gsrpwr)

(Mr. Harindra Corea)

Friendly Caribbean Governments. Some of them are
members of the Commonwealth.

oBE genton Gom

(Bm. myafld war@han)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

Governments outside Grenada may have asked but
not the Grenada Government. If somebody from the
Maldive Islands says, “Please intervene in Sri Lanka™,
are you going to allow intervention in Sri Lanka

g B &u 088 Bomn

(3@& 7. e, eTaw. ﬁlDlEsE)

{Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

1 just want to know this. Do vou know what our
position on Grenada was ?

1085 eceo @ 2
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abE sl Snmn
B seflo pardlign)
(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)
Yes.

& 8. o8 odd 8o
(et o. e ersv. anifs)
(Mr. A. C. S Hameed)
What was it ?

gBHE gento Somn

(8. Sieflss e Fiign)

(Mr. Anu Moonesinghe)

Your support was lor the Americans,

g 8 & o oo

(ggens e ofl. s ﬁ}mtﬁg}

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

Rubbish ! We made it quite clear that we were
against the steps taken against Grenada. That is where
Sri Larka’s non-aligned foreign policy shines. You just
do not understand things.

o8sie emmdch Boon

(Bo. apfibsr Gsrpur)

(Mr. Harindra Corea)

The real evidence of our position in the Non-Aligned
Movement is evidenced, 1 think, by our participation in
the Non-Aligned Movement, in its conferences,
semonars, etc. For example, the Hon. Minister of
Foreign Affairs, at the time we were the Chairman of
the Non-Aligned Movement, held over 200 meetings of
different sorts under our leadership. He initiated
certain policies within the Movement with regard to
regional conferences, with regard to New York being
the centre of various conferences. You acuse us of being
anti-non-aligned. You do the mantle of the perfect
non-aligners. You say that only you as a Government
made this country a really non-aligned country. That is
absolute rubbish.

Now, [ have the book which is the final document
published after the Seventh Conference of Heads of
state Governments of Non-Aligned countries held in
New Delhi in March 1983. That was only two years
ago. This covers all political resolutions and economic
resolutions at that Non-Aligned conference. You will
sec that there is not a single resolution published in this
book where Sri Lanka abstained, where Sri Lanka has
as a nation expressed reservations. We have not
expressed reservations on any position taken up on
issues of importance to non-alignment in the world.

The hon. Member lor Kalawana talked about
Afghanistan and Kampuchea. Let me read two
paragraphs with regard to the position taken up by the
Non-Aligned Movement on these issues. We concerned.
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[m&8dg esmdcn Bom]

We are a part of that declaration, This was the position
taken up with regard to Kampuchea :

“They warned that there was a real danger of the tension in and
around Kampuchea escalating over a wider area, They were
convinced of the urgent need do de-escalate these tensions to a
comprehensive political solution which would provide for the
withdrawal of all foreign forces, thus ensuring full respect for the
socereignty, independence and territorial integrity of all States in the
region including Kampuchea,”

Then, where Afghanistan is concerned, would you agree
with this declaration ?

“They reiterated the urgent call made at the Conference of Foreign
Ministers held in New Delhi in February 1981 for a political
settlement on the basis of the withdrawal of foreign troops and full
respect for the independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and
non-aligned status of Afghanistan. They also reaffirmed the right of
the Afghan refugees to return to their homes in safety and honour
and called for a speedy solution to this vast humanitarian problem. To
this end they urged all concerned to work towards such a settlemnt
which would ensure that the Afghan people would determine their
own destiny freely.”

Now, Sir, the hon. Members for Matugama talks
about our foreign policy. The hon. Leader of the
Opposition talks about our foreign policy. Is this not our
foreign policy ? This book contains all the resolutions.
If we concur with all the resolutions passed by this
conference of the Non-Aligned countries and vote that
way at the United Nations, is that not our substantive
foreign policy ? What else is the foreign policy ? Where
issues of the world are concerned we as a nation take up
certain positions. So if you want to find out our foreign
policy read this document. This would give you a greal
deal of ideas with regard to the positions we have taken
up.

4. 8. eti@ euedd) @oon
(Blm. = 15 Burd GuGrrr)

(Mr. E. P. Paul Perera)
Does it also include the reaction of Sri Lanka at that
time during the Indo-Pakistan war ?

wdsie Iscmdcm Snum
(F®. anfiSr lsr musr)
(Mr. Harindra Corea)

No. it does not. This is the 19%3 conference.

d. & evi@ evedd soom
(Bm. = & Guréd QuBrrr)

(Mr. E. P. Paul Perera)

Does it also refer to this - (Interruption). So, because

he is not there you broke the rule of
non-alignment ? — (Interruption).

wdslg etmdan Boom

Bm. avfpSr Gsrpur)

(Mr. Harindra Corea)

This is what Dr. Fidel Castro has

said — (Interruption). 1 think all this should go on
record. — ([nterruption) Of course he is a Marxist. But

e
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do you not know what the Non-Aligned Movement is
about ? We are not interested in the economic and
political systems of any other country. That is the whole
point in the Non-Aligned Movement. People of
different economic and political systems get together.

©8. o8 vwnd Som

(el erid. gnefis Bagra)

(Mr. M, Haleem Ishak)

What did the President say in the Bahamas just
before he went to Cuba ?

odulg eandan Swom

E®. anfpElr Qarpur)

(Mr. Harindra Corea)

The President has spoken in this country about a
Marxist plot. That does not mean that as a fellow
non-aligned country and a fellow member of the United
Nations we do not have a dialogue with Fidel Castro of
Cuba. Surely the hon. Third Member for Colombo
Central knows that in the non-aligned world people
with different economic and political systems are
getting together ? That is the whole point of
non-alignment. Let us see what Dr. Fidel Castro had
said about us. I repeat this, that the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party constantly harped on the fact that the United
National Party would do away with the non-aligned
policy. This is what Dr. Castro said after two years of
our chairmanship :

“In spite of distance and economic problems your small country has
made a noble and worthy effort to live up to the honourable
responsibilities entrusted to it in Colombo. I would like to express my
sincere recognition of your constant conern for the future of our
movement and democratic respect for the dissimilar components of
this powerful association of countries and the wise prudence you have
shown in every difficult situation our non-aligned countries have had
to face in the past three years which have not been easy”.

Now, | am sure the hon. Member ror Matugama has
studied Dr. Fidel Castro’s life. He is a man who stood
up to great forces. He is not going to say what he does
not mean. He does not have to. He recognized the role
that His Excellency played and the role played by the
Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs in conference after
conference. It is then that you know what a country
stands for. The Opposition picks up a few incidents or a
few matters such as Falklands —

¢HE gerkon Smom

(8w symflsd (e Flhian )

(Mr. Ani, Moonesinghe)

The President had said you have no friends.

odtle emmdan B
B® aofsgr Qarpur)
{(Mr. Hatindra Corea)

I think that was said in a completely different
context. But if you want to measure friendship, which is
also part of the political association you have with other
countries, then look at Victoria, the Foreign Investment
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Advisory Commitltee under the Hon. Minister of
Industries. The Member for Kaduwela knows how we
set up the Free Trade Zone. It was not an easy thing.
The hon. Member for Matugama is aware that the
SLFP Government, with all its friends, tried to have a
Free Trade Zone. But what happened ? If floated the
idea very seriously,

b gentemn Snmm

o aaflé yarFlian)

{Mr. Anu Moonesinghe)

You are not answering my question. His Excellency
the President said that we have no friends.

olsle emmdah Smmm

(Bw. anfsglr Qsrpur)

{Mr. Harindra Corea)

But do you know in what context he said that.

aBE 8o Som
(B aeflo o Fia)
(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)
Whatever the context. Tell us the context then.

oS¢ emmdch ®mon

(8. anflpSr Gsrmnwr)

(Mr. Harindra Corea)

The Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs knows that. On
our invitation the President of Pakistan is coming here
in a few days’ time. We are taking part in the SARC
conference. His Excellency the President has been to
many countries in the last few years. So how can you
say that we have no friends 7 He meant it in a different
context,

aBHE gentcn Som

E® sefld yarFluan)

{Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

1 am only quoting His Excellency the President,

o8¢ semdchn o

(B aofisgr Gsrpur)

(Mr. Harindra Corea)

His Excellency meant it in a different context,

a5HE gento Snon

(Bm el ypanFlinn)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

What is the context ? Please explain the context.

o885 semdan Smon

(&'®. anfSlr Garmpwr)

(Mr. Harindra Corea)

I think the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs can

explain that very much better than I can. I think you
are taking it in a different way.

ohd genton @nom

(8m. el (perFmian)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

I thought you were the unofficial spokesman on

foreign affairs. Why do you not tell us ?
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D8 e Bomm

Bo- anfiplr Garpur)

(Mr. Harindra Corea)

I think I will leave that to the Hon. Minister of
Foreign Affairs. As I said, you are taking the statement
that His Excellency the President made out of context.
You can take anything out of context, but you cannot
come to this House and say that we have no foreign
policy, which is what you all have been trying to say
during this whole Debate.

gdHE Bentn Smon

B gefld gpem&ian)

{Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

Not that you have no foreign policy. Obviously you
have a foreign policy. But the foreign policy has no
direct thrust. It is going in one direction at one time and
in another direction at another time.

o8uie emmdah @mon

(8m. anfiSr @sTmwr)

(Mr. Harindra Corea)

That is something that was explained before you
came. The hon. Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs
made it quite clear that His Excellency the President is
an Executive President. Therefore he is wholy in charge
of all the foreign policies of this Government in
association with the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs. 1
speak on development policy, on agricultural policy, on
polocy with reference to many departments and
industries. How can you say that I cannot speak on
them ? If the Hon. Prime Minister wants to speak on
foreign policy he is quite entitled to do so becasue as a
responsible Cabinet Minister he knows what the foreign
policy of this Government is. — (Interruption). Please do
not bring in this confusion. You know better than I do
that the British system worked on divide and rule. You
are trying to divide and confuse. That is what you are
trying to do.

oB¢ genten Bumm

(Bm. siefle par ElEian)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

I am trying to do it. Unfortunately you are divided
and confused.

ol=le smden S

(® apfipSr Qsrpur)

(Mr. Harindra Corea)

Surely the Hon. Prime Minsiter is not going to speak
about getting into ASEAN without a discussion with
the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs and His
Excellency the President ? Whatever the thinking of the
Government was at that stage, there is no question of
differences in foreign policy.
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oS gentm @non

(B sl gpowFllian)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

Please permit me to explain. My good Friend has
misunderstood me. I did not merely speak about
different voices. I said that at one time you were going
towards ASEAN and now you are going back to SARC.
These are the contradictions in your foreign policy.

o8nle e Bmen

(8w anfESr Qarmuwr)

(Mr. Hatindra Corea)

Certain matters must be placed in their perspective,
Sir. The Hon. Minsiter of Foreign Affairs stated in a
speech he made in June 1982 how foreign policy is
made. I think it is vital that the House understands it.
He said on that day :

“When we take firm decisions, they must be the clear result of very
careful, sober and thorough discussion free from rhetoric. In other
words, the decisions we t2ke must be realistic and have the backing
and support of all or at leasi consensus backing. Better a few decisions
on which we can all act tcgether than an abundance of decisions on
which only a few can act.”

I think this country should be pleased about the role
played by the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs. This
House does not have to be reminded that he is the first
Member of Parliament to be appointed as Minister of
Foreign Affairs. Before he was appointed it was the
Prime Minister of the country who acted both as Prime
Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs,

csmsSHmen

(slveur)

(The Chairman)

Order, please ! How much longer will you take ?

ol smden Somn

E® oofs8r Qsrpur)

{Mr. Harindra Corea)

Another five minutes, Sir.

How does the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs
work 7 I am saying this becaus 1 want set to go on
record that we not only have a foreign policy but we
have actively worked that foreign policy. The criticism
of the Opposition was that we do not have a dynamic
foreign policy, that the Hon. Minister is silent
sometimes, he does not work in a visible way. But he
has. Only, you do not know it. For example, over one
issue, at the Ministerial meeting of the Bureau held in
Colombo in 1979 the Arab Foreign Ministers turned up
in joint agreement to get Egypt out of the movement.
The Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs is reported to
have spent nearly 52 hours in consultations over this
issue. As a result of that the issue was resolved.

o o 1.45

Therefore, not only has our foreign policy being
dynamic that the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs
himsell has played a dynamic role. I now come to one
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definite result of our foreign policy which can be
expressed in three words, Victoria. Eree Trade Zone in
Katunayake and foreign investment in industries. That
is also part and parcel of our foreign policy — the
economic part of it. No. one can deny that our country
has benefited by our dynamic foreign policy,

Finally, may I refer to that the hon. Member for
Matugama said about the Press or the Media and our
image abroad. I know the British Press. I know the
structure of the British Press. I know that the BBC does
not listen to the Thatcher’ Government or the Wilson
Government if it does not want to. The Daily Telegraph
or the Time do not listen to the Ministers or the
Governments if they do not want to. If the Eelam
Propagandanists have got to various people in those
structions, then they have done it over the years but that
image can be wiped out. The Press has now turned more
favourably towards us than ever before. So do not go
away with the idea that the Foreign Ministry has failed.
Your Government or any Government anywhere in the
world in certain issues cannot get the Press to say and
do exactly what it wants. The Press have their
differentrigid structures and elements. We both know
English politics. We both know the elements that work.
We both know the liberal elements that have certain
outlets through the Manchester Guardian and so forth.
So we know how they think. Please do not blame the
Foreign Ministry or the Information department or
certain section of the Foreign Ministry for that.

aBHE Yertn Som

(Bm. aefd perPan)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

But will the Hon. Member agree that if you have a
person dealing with the media who does not understand
the language of that media then he cannot do it ?

odde emdu SBmon

(Bm. anflESr @srpwr)

(Mr. Harindra Corea)

Well, if you talk about England they do understand
and I challenge you to show me that in your time our
Ambassadors on France and Germany and all other
stalf knew French or German !

ebE e @m

(B oyeled erFEan)

(Mr. Anil Moonesinghe)

I am not talking about Ambassadors. 1 am talking
about people who are in subsidiary office.

sl emda @mm

(&m. anfla&lr Gar owir)

(Mr. Harindra Corea)

Do you say that your Deputy Ambassadors and other
staff below knew that French or German in your time?
Nonsense !
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1 would like to conclude by saying that the complex
issues of foreign relations and the relationship between
the Government and the media and the other clements
within the country overseas is so complex that nobody
can say that they can, within a short period or 24 hours,
muke it completely different. The Hon. Minister of
Foreign Affairs, as | said, has played a dynamic role
himself and our foreign policy consists on securing the
intregrety of this country, which we have done securing
the independence of this country, which we have done
and obtaining from other countries particularly
economic assistance, which we have done and we will
progressivelly improve our image. Thank you.

gnd e Som (Hewits dids mdsen §eSHnE)
(55 =igur vsvBwsr — urgeTiyd SrEl seodsi)
(Mr. Anura Bastian - Deputy Minister of Defence)

Mr. Chairman like last year several Members of the
Opposition tried to point out that because of the Israeli
[nterests Section our relations with the Middle East
countries have been strained. In fact, last year some of
the Opposition Members even said that Saudi Arabia
does not want to have an Ambassador {rom Sri Lanka !
But this year they are silent because we have sent an
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia and he is doing some good
work there.

The hon. Member for Matugama said that Middle
East countries have cut down their aid to Sri Lanka.
This is not because of the Israeli Interests Section but
the result of the oil boom coming to an end. In fact, they
have cut down their own capital expenditure and even
assistance to the other countries. I must remind this
house that Saudi Arabia gave us financial assistance in
the form of aid for our Colombo sewerage system.

Today we have been talking about non-alignment,
super-powers, international affairs and foreign policy. I
would like to deal with some of the work done by the
Foreign Ministry and our Missions abroad. I would
particularly like to deal with one aspect of the Ministry
and that is in regard to consular affairs in most of our
Missions abroad from the inception of this Government.
There had been increased activities in consular affairs
as a large number of Sri Lankans have been going
abroad after 1977, especially to the Middle East
countries. Qur embassies have been able to give a lot of
assistance to these people. Over one million people have
been able to go to the Middle East from Sri Lanka and
even now there are over three hundred thousand Sri
Lankans working in the Middle East. 1 would like to
remind this House that the Middle East employment
boom began in 1970 — I mentioned this fact last year
too — when the SLFP government was in power but they
did not give the opportunity to our people to go abroad
during that time. During the time of the SLFP only a
few people went to the Middle East for emploment.
Today we see in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and in the

1085 e @ 2
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United Arab Emirates large numbers of Sri Lankans
who are employed. In Kuwait alone there are over
58,000 Sri Lankans working and out of this number
53,000 are women who are working as housemaids. This
Mninistry of Foreign Affairs has been doing a lot of
work to look after their interests and looking after our
citizens in whatever way possible when they are in those
countries.

I would like to quote some stalistics relating to the
number of people who have left Sri Lanka since July
1985. Over 6,000 people have been able to find
employment in the Middle East.

uds gdendelo® Bomm
(Em #15 1ppes  GCausw)
(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)
How much are they paid ?

gmd eddast ooy
(B sigir LevGluer)
(Mr. Anura Bastian)
1 will come to that.

Over 6,000 people have gone abroad. This does not
mean that Sri Lankans are not getting opportunities to
2o abroad. These opportunities are still open and our
people are being employed in the Middle East.

In 1985, the Consular Sections of our Embassies,
particularly in the Middle East, received 4,366
complaints from Sri Lankans working abroad for
matters like the non-payment of salaries, poor working
conditions, not permitting them to have correspondence
with their relatives in Sri Lanka and preventing them
from returning to Sri Lanka. Ouf embassies have
played an active role in these matters and have tried to
bring about settlements and solve the problems where
Sri Lankans were involved. There have been 167 cases
involving the repatriation of Sri Lankans on requests
made by their relatives and this has been done through
the intervention of the Consular Sections of our
embassies.

In 1985, our Embassies and Consular Sections have
dealt with the deaths of 123 Sri Lankans abroad ; 5 in
Iraq, 22 in Kuwait, 72 in Saudi Arabia, 11 in the
United Arab Emirates and 13 deaths in other states.
Our Embassies and Consular Sections were able to
assist their relatives in such matters as the repatriation
of dead bodies and obtaining compensation for their
dependents and heirs.

I would next like to give some statistics on
compensation we have been able to get through the
intervention of our Embassies in the Middle East. These
are amounts of compensation which families have got as
a result of workmen who died or were injured there. 1
would like to quote some of the statistics in this House.
In Iraq there was one case where through intervention
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[ens Hded Bom]

we were able to get Rs. 81,200. In Kuwait there were 24
cases and our Consular Section was able to get Rs.
4,453,000. In Oman from three cases we were able to
get Rs. 167,000,

wds Ydenigedae Booe
(B® 7 ps0s GRusw)
(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)
What are these cases ?

and ) cdSar Bom
(85 sigur usBhwsiv)
(Mr. Anura Bastian)
Accidents and deaths.

608 GPendeD0® o

Em 15 w05 EQaum0)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)
Accidental deaths ?

g eheOon oo

(8m sigpir LS wish' )

(Mr. Anura Bastian)

Accidents and deaths. In Saudi Arabia there were 38
cases, and we have been able to get Rs. 8,369.000. The
United Arab Emirates, ten cases, Rs. 450,000. So, like
that our Consular Section has been able to collect Rs.
13,520,000 as compensation for Sri Lankans who have
been abroad. This type of activity has taken place
because of the intervention of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. Prior to this, I do not think that there were
instances where our people abroad or their dependents
were able to get compensation.

. o 2

Then, Sir, there is another matter. There had been a
large number of Sri Lankans who had gone abroad for
employment to the Middle East and got stranded in
those countries because of the unscrupulous activities of
some of our job agents. Here, again, these people were
left high and dry without having any opportunity to
contact anybody, and they somehow or other were able
to find the address of our Embassy in the respective
country and contact the Consular Section. There have
been about 534 cases where the Consular Sections of
our Embassies have helped and repatriated these people
back to Sri Lanka.

Then, Sir, there were about 200 to 300 Sri Lankans
employed in the Middle East, in Lebanon mainly, as
housemaids who had got into difficulties because of the
civil war that is going on in Lebanon. Here also the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs has been able to deal with
about 450 complaints and help the people to come back,
or take action with regard to their problem.

Sir, the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs has taken
the initiative to appoint honorary consuls to look after
the interests of the Sri Lankans in countries like
Lebanon and Jordan. With all this, there is no question

=il TglcOin o)
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of the Middle East job boom coming to an end for Sri
Lanka. Our people are still going abroad and the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs has been looking into new
avenues in countries like Brunei, some of the African
countries like Lybia, and we have been able to get new
contracts, or may be by the private sector. Even if the
private sector gets them the Consular Sections of our
Embassies are able to do a lot of good work for our
citizens abroad. We must think of the pre- 1977 and the
post 1977 period specially where employment is
concerned. Our people should never forget the
pre — 1977 period when opportunities were not afforded
to them to find employment, and those opportunities
came after 1977,

Mr. Chairman, Sir, before 1 conclude, ! would like
once again to congratulate the Hon. Minister and his
Deputy for their efforts in keeping the flag of Sri Lanka
[lying according to our foreign policy of non-alignment.
Some tried to put forward that we must have a thrust
and a dynamic policy. There are no rules and
regulations in foreign policy. We must adjust ourselves
according to the best possible way that the foreign
policy could help Sri Lanka, and that our Hon. Minister
his Deputy and staff have been able to do.

Thank you,

qRSRS eqtisleant) oo (IfedoOP)

(B owrff Gsr_d@sr. — usQsaw)

(Mr. Amarasiri Dodangoda — Baddegama)

05 omuHnH. Bede o0gm ¢ohomeed o Ode 883c
obHedt 906 dood ¢ESged qOmad el BIFnd
@ agpemesidln eCnd. Dedeenn® 00, ¢2HnReod 38 gain
BP0 PSS, Dede edhens SIUHCD mmod @mdacde
ela0 At on D HEHSE B

Bomoeds eoid on oo (Bseod o@5bn Deda edind
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oHodEPs D8 SEde B8Fd¢ wiS@E Hedn lemED
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(slaveut)

(The Chairman)

Order, please! 205 duneds ooy = Dodn.
EOOEST ¢EHHET BEnT; (Do Hedmin.

GucRS ectluiemc) S

(Bm surel Qs d@dsr )

(Mr. Amarasiri Dodangoda)
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28 0@ smm Bom (¥ cancd noivm)

(med . aneSis Glasrd — Gerapuy WSS apeirEi Hbsssar)

{Mr. M. Haleem Isk&k — Third Colombo Central)

The Hon. Deputy Minister of Public Administration
spoke about Non-Alignment. I would like to say that
you — when | say you | mean the Government -
ridiculed the Non-Aligned Movement and also the
Summit that was held in this Country. I can still
remember the words used. " 288 g a¢ 0@
cef  2CE Doe  @Se That is the type
thing .you said about the Mon-Aligned Movement.
Today, you are only talking of the Non-Aligned
Movement.

Sir, the Hon. Deputy Minister of Internal Security
boasted about sending an Ambassador to Saudia
Arabia. We welcome it. It was a most sensible thing to
have sent an Ambassador even after even or eight
months. Today the Hon. Minister is aware that people
who go for employment or on pilgrimages to Saudi
Arabia are caused great inconvenience in getting their
visas. This matter was raised on the Floor of this House
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336

on the 21st of March 1983 by the Second Member for
Beruwela. He explained in detail the amount of
inconvenience that has been caused to people who go
there. What did the Hon. Minister say 7 I am going to
quote the Hon. Minister’s speech on 21st March in
Column 175 of HANSARD.

“Mr. Chairman, [ do agree with your distinguished co-Member for
Beruwala.”

Mr. Chairman at that time was the Hon. Bakeer
Markar.

“He quite correctly pointed out the difficulties faced by the people
who want to go to Saudi Arabia, and the problems they face because
they are unable to get their visas here. 1 know that people ge to
Karachi and Bombay and wait there for weeks and face all kinds of
problems to get their visas, We are well aware of this. We have been
talking to the Saudi Government, and this time in Delhi I met the
distinguished Foreign Minister of Saudi Arabia, Prince Saud, and he
assured me that they would in the very near future open a Consulate,
if not an Embassy, in Colombo.” ]

Now I would like to ask the Government, from 1983
till today why has not the Saudi Government opened a
Consulate 7 Why have they not opened a Consulate in
this country ?

565 Biendlelod Bumn
(B g7é 1s0s1 BCluaw)
{Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)
Because of MOSSAD, 1 think.

08 o8 gmd Som
(ool erih. apefis Fegrd)
(Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

The Hon. Minister told us on the Floor of this House
in March 1983 that the Saudi Government and Prince
Saud had assured him that they were going to open a
Consulate. Has it got anything to do with the Israeli
Interests Section that has been opened in this country ?
I would like to ask the Hon. Minister. I am also aware
that our former Charge d’Affaires in Jeddah, Mr.
Dickman de Alwis, was called up by the Foreign
Ministry thrice and told in no uncertain terms that the
Saudi Government was not happy about the connection
and the presence of the Israelis in this country. If it is
not correct the Hon. Minister may deny it, but to the
best of my knowledge I know Mr. de Alwis was called

up.

It is not only Saudi Arabia that is concerned and
worried about the Israeli presence in this country, even
in Kuwait there was a newspaper item which showed
that very concerned about the Israeli presence here. |
am sorry about the Israeli and the Mossad presence in
this country.

Now, Sir, His Excellency the President made a
statement on the 29th of November 1985 on the
International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian
people. We welcome that statement. But His Excellency
in one part of his statement says—
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“The plight of a people deprived of basic human rights that the
charter of the United Nations is committed to uphold”.

I want to ask the Hon. Minister very clearly who has
deprived them of their rights ? Is it not the Israelis who
are here in this country now, who were chased out by
our last Government in 1970 ? Then the President goes
on to say in the same statement—

“We have to recognize that the PLO is by virtue of its position the
sole representative of the Palestinian people”.
What is the position today ? The question that | would
like to ask is, does Israel accept that view ? Or do not
the Israels call the PLO a terrorist organization ? Then
again in the same statement the President says—

“Any meaningful step towards the solution of the Palestenian
question must take into account the existence of the organization as
the one and only representative of the Palestenian people.”

— (Interruption) — It may be the Government’s position,
but do you think the world, especially the Arab world,
will take us seriously when the Israelis are in this
country ? In my personal opinion they will never take us
seriously as long as the Israelis are here in this country.

So will the Hon. Minister please tell us whether the
main reason why peace cannot be achieved is because
the Israelis do not recognize the PLO ? They do not
recognize the PLO and they call it a terrorist
organization. But who was responsible for the bombing
of the Headquarters of the PLO in Tunis 7 Was it the
PLO which was responsible or was it not the Israelis ?
Hundreds of innocent people were killed. So I would
like to ask the Government whether we condone that by
having the Israelis in this country ? Can we condone
such acts ? They are terrorists of the worst order. In the
words of the Hon. Minister of Finance, they are the
pariahs of the world. That is what the Hon. Minister of
Finance said on the Floor of this House, but we have
them here as our darlings ! Israel is entirely responsible
for the back of any progress towards peace.

I am aware that some people who are very highly
placed in the Government are two-faced ; in public they
say they are for the Arabs and the PLO etcetera, but in
private they say they are for Israel. Sir, | am also aware
that strong lobbying is being done to raise the status of
the present Interests Section into an embassy. 1 do not
know whether any promises have been made, but I am
aware that His Excellency the President met the Prime
Minister of Israel, Mr. Shimon Peres in Paris. I think
the hon. Member for Kalawana raised this matter on
the Floor of this House at Adjournment time no answer
was given.— (Interruption) —

win §uemigelon® @wnm

(8@ 578 Y05 ECasw)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

The answer was that the President does not want to
disclose to this House what the conversation was about.
That is the funniest answer possible !

5-A 087510 (85/12)
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©8. o8 ped oo
(s erub. ansfis  Blagrs)
(Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)
Why hide it ?

Jedisl gzl Bom

(Bm AGmer CuignamGLr)

(Mr. Tyronne Fernando)

The answer was that there was no change in our

attitude.

OB, oE® o S
(e erih. gpefid Fogra)
(Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

Why hide it ?

wdt @lendgedod dmm

(5w erd ps0s.  GGuasw)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama’

The statement was the PLO, but not a word about
Isreal !

o8. @@ g oo

(mepl erib. anefis [@eagrd)

(Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

If that was something for the good of the country why
does not the Government think it correct and fit to
disclose to this House and to the country what
discussion His Excellency the President had with Mr,
Shimon Peres, the Prime Minister of Israel ?

Then the other argument that is occassionally put
forwrd as to why we should raise the status of the Israeli
[nterests Section, is that the Soviet Union is going to
recognize Isreal. The Soviet Union in no uncertain
terms has denied that statement which was really put
forward by the Western media. Even if the Soviet
Union decides to have a relationship with Israel, how
does it help us ? Does the Soviet Union supply tea to the
Middle-East, or do they buy oil from the Middle-East ?
Do we do everything that the Soviet Union does ? Does
the Soviet Union supply manpower to the
Middle-East ? Do they send carpenters, drivers,
mechanics and various other technicians to the
Middle-East ? no, they do not. So why should we make
all these foolish statements that the Soviet Union is
going to recognize Israel just because some Western
media is putting forward this theory ?

I would like to ask the Government when they intend
opening the Israeli Embassy in this country. Is it going
to be in another six or secven months ? Have the final
arrangements already been made ? Is it awaiting
approval 7 I would like the government to answer this
ijuestion as I am very keen to get an answer on this
matter. I am personally aware that at the highest level
very powerful people in the Government are lobbying io
get back the Israeli Embassy in full status in this
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[2E 08 gund momm]
country. I think we as Members of Parliament and the
country are entitled to know when this embassy is going
to be established in Colombo. I hope the Hon. Minister
in his reply would please tell us when they intend
opening the Israeli Embassy in Colombo.

Sir, there is another matter pertaining to my
electorate. I think the hon. Member for Baddegama
himslelf took up the question about inquiries being held
by foreign missions in the case of a death or someone
meeting with an accident. If someone dies it takes quite
a long time to get the body back. I am referring to the
employees working abroad. Sometimes these matters
take a very long time. I know that Labour Ministry also
has a section handling this matter. I would kindly
request the Hon. Minister of Foreign Affairs to instruct
the embassies, especially those in the Middle-East
region, to expedite the despatch of dead bodies and also
expedite labour disputes. With regard to labour
disputes between employer and employee, it is very
essential that the Government takes immediate steps
because quite a number of people are suffering.
Sometimes certain employers who take the maximum
out of employees do not even come forwasrd for
inquiries. Of course, the Ministry and foreign missions
have a difficult task tracing these people. I think they
may be able to get the assistance of the local police in
those countries to intervene in these inquiries and see
that people are paid their due wages.

I kindly appeal to you again on the question of dead
bodies. After a man is dead sometimes it takes two to
three weeks to get the dead body from a foreign
country. I hope you will give the necessary instructions
to the foreign missions abroad.

& 8 o 0dh eoo (Bedn Dogm HEHHE

(ggeots o, o0 sTsiv. gmifd — Gausllpr i greustXst piEDLLEFT )

(Mr. A. C. 8. Hameed — Minister of Foreign Affairs)

Sir, we have had a full discussion and a lot of 1ssues
have been covered. Some of them revolve around policy,
some of them purely concern the administrative
machinery, and some of them are not relevant. 1 must
say that when I listened to the speeches from the
Opposition one thing that struck me was that there was
nothing new in their criticisms. The charges are that we
are noi non-aligned. we are pro-West, we have no
friends and the IOPZ the Indian Ocean Pecace
Zone — proposals have not been implemented.

Now, these are issues that have come down the years.
1 have catalogued all the speeches that have been made
from the Opposition benches during the last eight years.
Nothing new has been said today. I vou say there is
nothing new in our foreign policy. then vou have to
admit that there is consistency. That is the test of a
foreign policy. If you can say there is nothing new, then
we are predictavble, and that is what the foreign policy
exercise should always aim alt.

SEeBEnd
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Sir. the foreign policy can be manipulated, it is true,
but it can never salvage a domestic crisis. You can never
expect the foreign policy to bail out the domestic
problems.

[ think it is here that it is important to note that in a
small developint country like Sri Lanka there is very
little interest in foreign policy be far and large for many
reasons. One fact is that foreign policy achievements
are not visible to the human eye. Then Hon. Minister of
Education, for example, can show results, the Hon.
Minister of Health can implement his policies and show
results - sat, so many hospitals — the Hom. Minister of
Agriculture can show results by saying that last year’s
paddy production was so much, this year it has
increased by so much. The foreign policy exercise and
its results are not visible. As 1 said some time before, it
is not loud, it is not noisy. If you have results you do not
speak about them. If you speak about them there is no
exercise of foreign policy.

Our budget for a year is about Rs. 325 million. That
is a half per cent of the total Budget. That is the entire
allocation we get Rs. 325 million, a half per cent of the
total Budget, not even one per cent. Of this, we have
about Rs. 50 million set apart for travel, and out of that
Rs. 50 million about Rs. 10 million would be spent by
my. Ministry, that is, for my officials and myself. The
remaining 80 per cent is used o finance the visits of
other Ministers and Ministries when they participate in
various conferences. Now, if you look at how much the
Minister of Foreign Affairs spent on his travel during
the current year you will see that it is about Rs. 1 1/2
million. Our Budget is a half per cent of the total
Budget, and with that the Opposition expects me to
cever a vast number of subjects and areas which do not
come under my purview. — (Interruption). What 1 am
telling you is that it is not only that the Opposition
expects me to look after the Foreign Ministry, they talk
of things that do not have anything to do with us. They
speak of Air Lanka. Then they go into the security
question, Next they speak about economic co-operation
and the IMF. There seems to be a certain amount of
ignorance on the whole matter,

Sir, look at the problems with India. They say that
our foreign policy has not been successful. But they also
say that the understanding between Sri Lanka and
India is on a better note. Now, who is responsible for
this 7 These people do not sit back and think. It is
because the Foreign Ministry has been able to keep the
bridges from being broken that this dialogue is possible.
It is true that a few months ago tempers were [rayed
and all kinds of statments were made in Delhi. There
were Members of the Delhi Parliament who called upon
the Government to invade Sri Lanka. All these things
happened. But the Foreign Office, 1 think, quite
correctly understand that its role should be to make
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sure that the thread does not snap. It kept the
communication channels open, and today you have a
dialogue. So you cannot say that the foreign policy has
not succeeded. It has,

But then, the Opposition takes up the position that
with regard to India the Foreign Ministry must have a
greater role. This is a very peculiar situation where you
have a domestic crisis with an external content. In this
situation you will find that security considerations
dominate. If so, you have to devise modes and methods
of working to suit the situation. Therefore, naturally, all
those who have responsibilities to the defence
aspect - defence comes under the President but the
other Ministers who have also been assigned
responsibility have a say in this whole thing-

LSHH@

(Blsvaui)

(The Chairman)

Order, please ! The Deputy Chairman of Committees

will now take the Chair,

T s Heales mirmange) §raness pld Jews, Hewrts mdo
wmodHge [0DHe5D veslgs om] amemnd & Bae.
Siseir Llmg, LIrglE surprust sjauissr ys&rrsensSalsy ysaGa, Bap
Srgls slwat saurser (S, silwer Fwrafdrn] stammw wdgsrisst.
Whereupon MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER left the Chair. and MR.
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES [MR. EDMUND
SAMARAWICKREMA] rook the Chair.

. o 243

g &8 oE ol enm

(e . of. eTov. amifs)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

Sir, 1 am happy to see you in the Chair. I was saying
that other Ministries do have a say and it may be that
there are at times contradictions. When Ministers speak
on a particular subject they can take various angles and
there can be contradictions. By and large, if you look at
the Debate today, the main theme that dominated it
was our relations with India. | say that if the
Opposition, the Government and the country feel that
today we are enjoying a better climate, then certainly
you have to also recognize the role  may be the passive,
secret, quiet role — that is played by the Foreign
Ministry,

As [ said, the Foreign Ministry cannot afford to make
a noise. A lForeign Ministry does not make noise.
Whatever it does it has to do on a quiet tone, a low key,
a low profile. That is the way you exercise foreign
policy. I mean, one cannot expect me to get up and say
things that may be damaging to the interests of the
country.

Then, Sir, about this question of non-alignment, the
Opposition says that we are not non-aligned and we say
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when you are in the Opposition. If you say we are
non-aligned, then you are left with very little material
to discuss. So, you have to maintain and say that we are
not non-aligned and that has to be the position of the
Opposition. [ believe so. Because they cannot accept
that we are non-aligned they say “Look, you are
bending towards the west. You do not have the same
friendship with others.”

Now, His Excellency the President went to Bahamas.
He also went to Cuba. Next year he goes to the Soviet
Union. Then, is the hon. Member for Kalawana (Mr.
Sarath Muttetuwegama) going to say “Now, look, you
are leaning towards the Soviet Union” ? You see, Sir,
we are a4 non-aligned country and non-alignment does
not mean that you should be antagonistic towards
power blocs. You should be friendly with all the
countries in the world and follow a non-aligned policy.
Non-alignment does not mean we say : “Look, we are
non-aligned. You belong to power blocs. We have
nothing to do with you.” No, we cannot. Basically, we
do live with the international community. We have to
deal with all countries, with all governments, and with
all States. Therefore, we say that our policy is
friendship with everyone and enmity to none. That is
the policy we have followed. [ mean, whatever you may
sit here and say in the Opposition, the find test is our
rating in the international community. That is the test.
It is not a certificate that you give. the question is what
is the rating we get in the international community ? Do
people respect us ? Do they think we are non-aligned ?
Do people stop on the corridors when we go for
conferences ? Do they want to see us and talk to us ?
Look at the number of emissaries who come to this
country, the special envoys, foreign ministers,
digniteries, and political officials at various levels ! Did
you have one-fiftieth of them coming from 1970 to
1977 7

o8 oE8 owed Bomm
(meots srb. anefis @agrs)
(Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)
When is Perez coming ?

d & o 0L som
(genls o1, ol sie. amifs)
(Mr. A, C. S. Hameed)

That is, you know, going far below. Why do you not
keep your argument at a certain level ?

So, il you say that we are not non-aligned, that we are
not wanted and respected, then we will not have all
these special envoys, foreign Ministers, other Ministers,
everybody coming here ? Why are they coming ? That
is because we have a standing, we are respected in the
world. We may be a small country, we may be a poor
country, but still we are respected by the international

we are non-aligned. You have to take up Lhuld%)s'ti(:))o aha%)[EéEHcrj’é”gﬁ
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08 i@ e Boon

(meu st ansfii  @agra)

(Mr. M. Haleem Ishak)

The Summit was held in Sri Lanka during the last
Government.

g & od o8 soom

(et o1, o ersiv. anifig)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

That is the test of the foreign policy exercised and its
success. Now, you say “What is this 7 You have been

going on for years seated there from 1983 and where:

are our friends who will come and stand with you ? In
1970 to 1977 so many countries came 1o our
assistance.” They are two different situations. For
God's sake do not make a mistake ! The Non-Aligned
Movement is not an assiciation for military purposes. It
is an association of peace-loving nations. It i1s absurd to
think that if we are in the Non-Aligned Movement,
when we have a problem, all the Non-Aligned countries
must come here with their armies to stand and fight
with us. That is not non-alignment. Non-alignment is
against military alliances, against power block rivalary.
That is non-alignment.  (Interruption.) No, it does not
suprise me because it is not only in Sri Lanka but in the
whole developing world it is so. Foreign policy does not
get the sume focus as others, So, you do nol have to
worry about it. At least I am happy you are interested.
That is something. Thank you very much for that
compliment. Somebody is interested. In the modern
world, Sir. no country rushes to give military aid and
assistance to another country unless it belonged to
military alliances. If we belong to a military alliance
and if we have a problem, then other member countries
will come, stand with us and fight. But not otherwise.

As | have explained over and over again. Sir, the
situation in 1971 was entirely different. It was an
attempt to overthrow the Government by the majority
community in this country. But the Opposition says “If
vou have friends they must come, stand with you and
fight with you.” Now, Sir, I said that the success of a
foreign policy depends on the respect we command in
international forums. It might interest the Opposition to
know that in the UN we are a Member of the
ECOSOC. We are a Memer of the governing council,
ECOSOC now., but UNDP from 1980 to 1982. Member
ol the World Food Council from 1970 1980 and 1985
to 1987, Member, Governing Council UNEP up to

now ; Member, Commission on Human Settlements up
to now : Member, Commission of Human Rights up to
now : Member, Commission on Narcotic Drugs up to

now : Chairman Ad Hoc Committee on the Indian
Ocean now ; Chairman. Special Committee Lo
investigate Israeli Practices — My friend the hon. Third
Member for Colombo Central (Mr. Haleem Ishak) has

cone away  we are still Chairman. Special Committee
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population of occupied territories — (Interruption.) 1
will tell you. Chairman, Ad Hoc Committee on World
Disarmament Conference ; Chairman® Seventh Session
Meeting ol States : Party to the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights: Member, Ad Hoc
Committee of the International Conlerence on
Kampuchea ; Member, Co-ordination Multi-national
Negotiating Body on Disarmament since 1978. I can go
on.

The Opposition says that we are not non-aligned. See
what we are doing in the non-aligned just now.

Chairman, Group of Non-aligned States ; Member ol
the 1OPZ Ad Hoc Committee ; Chairman, 1970-79
Working Group on methods of strengthening unity,
solidarity and co-operation among non-aligned
countries; Member, Co-ordinating Bureau; Member,
Group on Disarmament and International Security;
Member, Working Group on UN; Member, Working
Group on Cyprus; Member, Working Group on
Palastine and Middle East; Member, Working Group
on Southern Africa; Member, Co-ordinating Group on
Food and Agriculture; Member,Co-ordinating Group
on Fisheries; Member, Co-ordinating Group on
Employment and Human Resources; Member,
Co-ordinating Group on Development; Member,
Co-ordinating Group on Research and Information
Systems; Member, Co-ordinating Group on Housing;
Member Co-ordinating Group on Environment. [ can
g0 on.

wdd gulemdgelow Snmm

B o715 Y30 Goasw)

{Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

We might become Chairman, Working Group on Sri
Lanka!

& 8 o 083D som

(gemit a1, sl eToiv. pmufls)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

The point is if you want Lo test our foreign policy, the
best way to do it is to see how we are respected in
international circles. 1 am not going through the whole
list but read part of it to give you an idea as to the
number of positions we hold, and vou know people do
not ask us to hold these positions if they have no
confidence in us. if they do not respect us. 1 mean these
things are not just given to you on a platter. So the point
that [ was making. was this. The best way to test our
foreign policy is to see whether we are respected and
recognised by the international community and [ would
say it is a good test, an acid test. The record speaks for
itsell. You can say various things from the Opposition.
But look at the record. Fuacts are hard, facts are
sLabborn,

Then my friend the hon. Member for Kalawana
wanted to know about the ship "Kitty Hawk". The

to investigate Isracli Practices ;LI'i'culin%llblftIigae-n tI)’irETI\}(l)‘btgl!hanwplg(l)lL(jﬁdgt?or‘w”L following with regard to "Kitty Hawk’ is
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nothing new. The Government has told all the
embassies here that before a naval vessel calls in here,
when they apply for a clearance certificate they have to
tell us whether the vessels are carrying nuclear
weapons, and if so they will not be admitted. Some
countries, like the Soviet Union for example, do make a
statement. They say “Yes, we are carrying nuclear
weapons” or “We are not carrying nuclear weapons”.
Some countries do not make a statement and we have a
gentlemen’s with them that they would not ask us for
permission if their vessels are carrying nuclear weapons.
And this is not something new. These norms were in
practice even from 1970 to 1977.

wds goemigeta® Bwmm

(Bm. s75 pSCs  GReusio)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

Is it the position of the Hon. Minister that he does not
know whether the ‘Kitty Hawk' carried nuclear
weapons or not, but because Americans made an
application he presumed that it was not carrying
nuclear weapons.

d 8 &d 08D som
(et o1 el srev. amifs)
(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)
No.

©dE FPendeo® oo

Bo #rs @5 G0ms0)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

You have no other assurance ?

S 8 od »dd Som

(oot . of. srev. anifs)
(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

No, 1 will tell you, We have a gentlemen’s agreement
that countries whose vessels are carrying nuclear
weapons will not apply for clearance. That is nothing
new. Those rules and regulations were in force even
during 1970-77 when a Member of your own party was
in the Cabinet. There is nothing new. All that I want to
say is that the Circular is dated 1971.-(Interruption)
What I am telling you is how we work on it and the
present position.

Then Sir, my Friend the hon. Member for
Attanagalla spoke of issues that are under us, issues
that are far, far away from us but - (Interruption). |
will come to that.

s daemmd Somm
(B\®. ewagwer guidGlary)
{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

What are they ?

d 8 od »dd om

(zgepts &1 ofl. st anilg)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

He spoke about the IOPZ, the Indian Ocean Peace
Zone proposal and he had his own conclutions. He
cnarged us for being dumb. Now Sir the whole United
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Nations know how much we have been working for the
implementation of this proposal. The amount of steps
that we have taken to try and reach an agreement, a
consensus, so that this conference could be held and
then

PR Soemi) Som
(85 st guatlsry)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
How long will you take ?

g 8 od odh @oom

(s s7. el ere0. anfs)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

Look I wish I had the power to get the two super
powers to agree. Now the latest position is, we have two
resolutions.

wds oemOgela® Bmmm
(Em srg (p &6 5L (HGleusD)
{(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

Before the Conference ?

d 8 od odd @om

(egeots &r. o, sTe. pnifs)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

Well, the United States has said that there should be
harmonization of ‘issues before the Conference is held.
There are two resolutions, One is that we hold the
Conference in Colombo in 1986, whether or not some of
those countries participate or not.

aSt FiendYeo® Snm

(8w 515 psRs Goasw)

{Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)
Without America ?

¢ 8 o 088 svm

(g@ﬂ 7. of. sTev. amifs)

(Mr. A. C. 5. Hameed)

Yes. Then the other resolution is that we hold a
Conference in 1987 with the Major Maritine Users
(MMU) participating in it with the United States. We
will have to take a decision. Of course, it is not a matter
for only Sri Lanka. The Ad hoc Committee will have to
take a decision on these two resolutions.

coEgs Swemmd ooy

(Bm. wabhgisir gouiEClETy )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

There are certain difficulties where one of the
superpowers is concerned. But once you hold a
Conference one do not know whether those difficulties
that do not drag in that superpower will come in
because problems will get eased out. This is exactly my
point of view. If you hold a Conference, these things will
get sorted out. That is what I feel, but before the
Conference you cannot.
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g 8 o 030 evmm

(ggemts o1, ol ereiv. amifs)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

The whole International community knows the role,
the efforts and the work that we have put into this and
in trying to get a consensus Lo hold this Conference and
it would be unfair for anybody to say that we are not
taking any steps and that we are not moving. Everybody
knows that if not for Sri Lanka’s efforts we would not
have reached this position. So that stands there.

The hon. Member for Attanagalla went off at a
tangent and said ; “Look, Trincomalee has so much of
water — we should go for thermal.” That has nothing to
do with me. But I can tell you something about it.

cowds Sosmd Snm
(Hm. wsguwer RuEGaTy)
{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Under whom is that subject ?

d. 8 &d o3 @b
(&@L‘J &7. &0. sf g, ;}_JDLE;;)
(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

It should come under the Ministry of Energy. But
still I can tell you something. About two years
ago partly because I participated in the International
Conference on Energy and that was entirely because the
United Nations wanted me, before they held that
Conference, to visit the countries in Asia and talk to the
Government to participate in that Conference at the
highest level.

wdd golemdgelo® ooy

(B 75 305 GEaIE)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)
You have power !

g &8 od 08 som
(mew s1. o8, erav. gmifis)
(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

That is a good one,

Arising out of that, I know that certain studies have
been done here about this, but they found that it is not
economical. But what ever it is, I would like to go one
step further. I do not know whether the hon. Member is
aware that in July this year we summoned a Conference
in Colombo. That was the Indian Ocean Maritime
Conference. It was summoned by Sri Lanka and
thirty-live States participated, inclusive of the Major
Maritime Users. Twenty-two International
Organizations participated. This was to study the
possibility of exploiting the marine resources in the
Indian Ocean. Sri Lanka initiated it. It was on our
initiative, Thirty-two States participated ; we are the
Major Maritime Users. Twenty-two International
Organizations participated. It is easy for the Opposition
to tell us, “that is not in order, this is not in order™ and
S0 on.

=dEeBuinD
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Then hon. Member for Attanagalla went on to
discuss about the diplomatic appointments. He spoke
about ambassadors and referred to various
appointments that were made. They were referred to as
stooges and flunkeys. What was the position in 1977
when we took over the administration of this country ?
Out of all the ambassadors there were only four carcer
people. But now you find career people in London,
Geneva, Paris, Bonn, Brazil, Singapore, Tokyo. the
Philippines and Cairo. It is easy for you. but I do not
indulge in this sort of argument and say, “Look at this.
Look at that.” I would like to tell the hon. Member one
thing. Those who live in glass houses must not throw
stones at others. On the question of appointments I can
say that we have a very much better record than vou.
For the first time since independence, in this country, it
was under our Government that career officers got their
correct placing.

coE@s dwemmil Fnom

(,@;;F). s\:aa‘qmsﬁ: gmcﬁ@aﬂjq)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I have tabled the list. You can refer to that.

d & od o8& oo

(menl &1, ofl. s1ov. @mifs)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

It 1s not lair for you to say that we are [illing
vacancies in the missions with political appointees. You
speak about corporations and say that this has been
going on. All governments have been doing that. But it
has been possible for me since 1977 to open new
missions, and lo give career people a fair place, 1 do not
say all. But you know that the situation has changed
dramatically since 1977.

The hon. Leader of the Opposition spoke about
policy. But while on the question of employment, he
siaid that we have appointed two people who have been
throwing stones at his candidate’s house.

CoEd duemi Bom

(8w wamuwar musGsig)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Is it Cader ?

<8 od o838 enmm

(el o el sreiv. amilfs)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

Your candidate for Harispattuwa.

CoNEs duemit) Bom
(815 ewssguehn gudGary)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Who is this person ?

d & od o3 sng

(m@ﬁl a. el sren. antf4)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

He referred to one Farook who is a watcher and also
another person called Sabry who is a messenger.
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Obviously the hon. Leader of the Opposition knows
more about this case. What I have to say is that we do
nol appoint anybody to an embassy if he has a criminal
record. The second person. whom he referred to as
Sabry was, he said . appointed as a messenger. If [ am
correct I think he was a post master earlier. But
whatever it is, our memories fade and we tend to forget
things. The hon. Leader of the Opposition forgot that
one of his supporters did bomb my car when | was in the
Attanagalla constituency. He was also working in the
Foreign Ministry. | do not justify these things. But I
would like to assure the hon. Leader of the Opposition
that if the two people referred to by him have
anything —

COEEs dwemms Fnmm
(Bl evsngishr uidGsTly )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

As the present Member for Attangalla I would like to
know whether anybody working in a foreign mission did
that.

g 8 od o8l soo

(el &1, el s1sv. amifis)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

Yes, there was. I made a statement in Parliament
about that incident.

Cuides Sasemi) Smon
(815 waagiostt guidllaTy )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Is he still working there ?

d 8. od. 08L oo

(e a1 . sTev. anifs)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

I do not know. I never wanted to follow it up.

coEds SwemD Snmm
(55 wsmsosr muECaTy)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

1 would like to know that.

d & S 038 som

(me . eb. stev. anfs)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

When [ assumed office in 1977, if I knew him, 1
would have been still nicer to him. That would not have
changed my attitude at all. If there is anything against
these two officers, certainly if there is any record and
proof that their behaviour has been found wanting, they
will not be kept there.

Having said that. it may be good Lo give the House an
idea as to thnumber of officers in Missions, according to
their ethnic ratios.

codes dwemd oo

(Bm ashgieir suwdGisTy )

(Mr, Lakshman Jayakody)

Are yvou in agreement with having non-citizens or
citizens who hold dual citizenship with Sri Lanka as our
Ambassadors ?

550

d & O oL Soom

(geemr a1, ol sre. amifis)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

No. In fact, reference was made to Dr. Wickrema

Weerasooria

cHEs toemb Snm
(S5 svsequosr gQuaEsTy)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

No, that is quite different.

& & od 08D Soom

(gl &, o). ar g, anifg)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

No. somebody said he had a green card. I want to
assure this House that he gave up his green card a long
time ago.

coEes Luemi Snom

(Bm. wamgoar puEGsry)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

We do not know about his green card but we are
aware that another person who held a green card has
been appointed, but my question is, is Dr. Wickrema
Weerasooria being appointed to Australia ?

& 8 o n30 svom

(et a. abl. eev. amfs)

(Mr. A. C. 5. Hameed)

I cannot say anything now. I can assure you that up
to today the appointment has not been made. 1 cannot
say that tomorrow it will not be made. What [ am
saying is that his green card was surrendered a long
time ago,

s Suemmd Snom

(B asepuwer gustlsty )

{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Sir, I would like to table in this House the
“Diplomatic and Honorary Consular, Trade and other
Representations of the Democratic Socialist Republic
of Sri Lanka™ of March 19835.

Jedisl gmsie Smm

(8w, NGyesr Gl gnes Be 1)

(Mr. Tyronne Fernando)

You did that in the morning.

CHEEs Luemd Smmn

(8. sosger QuEGsTy )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Will the Hon. Minister kindly look into this and find
out who the SLOS officers and the SLAS officers are
and who are the officers who are from outside the two
services and let us have a report on it stating who they
are, their credentials and their competence. That will
take awayv the Caders, the Maharoofs and the Sabrys.
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d. & &d. 030 Fom

(mgeu . ad. erev. anifs)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

Let us look at this list. We have as heads of missions
23 Sinhalese, 4 Tamils and 4 Muslims. Diplomatic
officers other than heads of missions: we have 53
Sinhalese, 10 Tamils and 12 Muslims; in the case of
home-based non-diplomatic staff we have 94 Sinhalese,
6 Tamils, 15 Muslims and 1 other and in the case of
locally recruited people we have 93 Sinhalese, 4 Tamils,
11 Muslims and I other. That is the exact position. I
thought it best that hon. Members should know these
facts and that they should know the breakdown. Each
community is represented. — (Interruption). Now 1
know you are trying to pull a fast one ! In my nine years
here, you have my assurance, Muslims do not have even
1/10th of the representation. That is why I read out this
list to show you exactly how it is.

That is about appointments. It is true that at the
diplomatic levels we have appointed three people and
we have discussed this over and over again and I have
told this House that they are not on our permanent staff
but that they are on contract and that once their
contract is over they will leave us.

Then, the hon. Member for Kalawana (Mr. Sarath
Muttetuwegama) went at a taugent on South Africa
and the Bahamas. I was in Bahamas. There was an
accord. Heads of Governments agreed that a committee
should be appointed, that this committee should talk to
the South African Government and that if no results
were forthcoming, after six months they would decide
what the next step or action they should take. And we
are a party to that. I am asked, “Did the Government
say this ?” or “Did the President say that ?”. We are a
party to that communique, that accord and our support
for the case of the South African black people has been
demonstrated over and over again in all the
international forums,

Sir, today we have Namibian students in Sri Lanka.
In 1981 Sri Lanka contributed 5,000 Dollars to the
Nen-Aligned Solidarity Fund for Namibia. When we
were Chairmen, South Africa was admitted to the
Non-Aligned Movement. We have been supporting a
technical training programme for Southern Africa.
Under this programme we were offered scholarships in
the past. Then we have been providing training to
Namibian students under the Commonwealth Fund for
Technical Co-operation. We have 30 Namibian
students today in this country ; 20 of them are females.
You know these people think that all liberation causes
are their monopoly. Oh! the United National Party !
They are reactionary ! Even if you say that vou are
doing these things, they are doubtful. It is a very funny
position.

HEREDBRD
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As I said, Sir, here again , the African people know of
our contributions. I attended a Non-Aligned Ministerial
Meeting in Luanda two months ago and I was chosen to
speak on behalf of Asia. Then we had two years ago a
Non-Aligned Ministerial Meeting in Latin America, in
Paraguay. I was chosen to speak on behalf of Asia.
These people are saying, “You are not Non-Aligned”.
They say “We are doubtful about what you are doing
for South Africa”. As I said, Sir, it is the assessment of
your foreign policy. The yardstick is how does the
international community look at you ? Practically
everybody spoke about the propaganda aspect.

Sir, most of the stories and news reports originate
from Colombo. Some are filed from Colombo. There
are so many Missions represented here. They send
reports to their Governments and some of those
incidents are true. You cannot say that they are not
true. Still, Sir, we have been able to speak to those
Governments. As one of the speakers from the
Government side referred to, no Government so far has
refused to give aid or wants to reduce its quantum of
aid. It is true that they have reservations; we talk to
them ; they ask us and we explain to them, There are
today three outfit organizations to deal with this
subjects, one is in the Ministry of State, the other is in
the Ministry of Defence and the next one is under Dr.
Wickreme Weerasuria. They deal separately with three
areas, but finally it is our missions and embassies
abroad that do the work. One hon. Member said that
our Information Officers must have the ability, the tact
and everything to handle this work. To begin with all
the talking, explaining to leading journalists, the people
who formulate opinion is done by the diplomatic staff,
either by the Head of the Mission, his deputy or his
First Secretary. It is done at that level.

It is true that we have had a bad press. It is also true
that we have had a lot of opposition abroad especially
from the members of the Tamil community living there,
but [ must say that our Ambassadors, Heads of
Missions and their staff are doing their work with
limited resources. As I pointed out, the full sum
allocated to us is half per cent of the total Budget. May
I put it this way ? I think they have been able to do a
good job of work with so many limitations. —
(Imerruption) - 1 explained that aspect, Unfortunately
you were not here at that time,

As regards the question about SARC so much has
been said. You said, “At first you wanted to join the
ASEAN", and then I think the hon. Member for
Kalawana said, “You are now joining the SARC”. But |
do not think if a country joins both these organizations
there is anything wrong, because if you take the case of
Denmark vou would see that it is a member of the
European Economic Community and is also a member
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of the Nordic Council. As regards SARC, may | say
that as soon as the Government came into office in 1977
we considered this as a matter of priority. In 1978 I
went to Delhi for discussions and the Indian
government was very receptive. They said they will give
us all the support — at that time we had not defined the
area — and then we even consulted countries like
Singapore and Viet Nam and there was tremendous
co-operation and support at that time. But thereafter a
lot of changes took place in this area. Anyway, [ must
say that Sri Lanka has made a significant contribution
to the formation of SARC. In fact, the first meeting at
Foreign Secretaries’ level was held in Colombo and 1
declared it open in 1981. So we have been very closely
associated with this initiative.

Then people asked us, “What is your concept 7"
Everybody knows what a regional economic grouping
stands for. Certainly it will take time. It has to go on
and when you have the leaders of all seven countries
meeting as South Asian leaders for the first time in the
history of South Asia, it is a great step forward. So it is
a big occasion. But I find that there is a contradiction
between what the hon. Member for Attanagalla says
and what his leader, the hon. Leader of the Opposition
says. The hon. Member for Attanagalla maintains that
there should be no politics there. The hon. Leader of the
Opposition maintains that you should make use of this
opportunity to see that somehow or other the President
gets an assurance from Mr. Rajiv Gandhi that the
terrorists would be returned to Sri Lanka.

CHERs Sosmd Bomm

(B®. wsmgwer ggudGary )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

It is a world problem. It is not a regional problem.
When vou say get the terrorists returned here it means,
it is a world problem because you have to take the world
concept of terrorism. That is why he said that.
Terrorism is not a bilateral problem. It is an
international problem today.

d B o old eom
(ot . ofl. ov. amifs)
(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

What he said was that there is a difference of view.

CHERE daem® Bow

(,@@ USGLOAT RIEGETI )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

No. There is absolutely no difference, Sir. If he has

said it in the concept of terrorism, Sir,

& 8. od. 3D vom
(ggeoit s1. bl sTeiv. anifs)
(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

Anyway, it is immaterial, It is not very relevant.
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coERs doemmd Bom

(8w wsgwsr guatlETy )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Let us be frank about it. It is an international
problem. It is not a bilateral problem. You have to link
this particular terrorism of our country not only with
India but with so many other countries — the Habash
group and various other groups. Your Ministry was
telling this at one stage.

d. 8 o odd o

(e a. el ero. amifs)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

All that I wanted to say was that there was a
difference in the approach. Anyway, it is immaterial.
But what | want to say is, let the leaders of South Asia
meet and let them some to know one another. T believe
this is the birth of a new era for South Asia and it
should grow. 1 do not expect any immediate results out
of this economic grouping. It has to grow. It has its
limitations. There again it has 1t problems. But as far
as I am concerned, Sir, T anc vy hopeful that this
initiative will bring relief; will bring results for the
millions who are in this part of the world. That much [
think we are confident about. Let us hope that this
initiative will succeed.

Then, Sir, there were a lot of other little things that
have been mentioned, about people who die abroad, to
see that their bodies are brought back as soon as
possible. We do that. 1 have given instructions to my
Consulate Division especially when dealing with deaths
that they should go all out to help them. But 1 must say
it depends on the other country you are dealing with.
They have their own rules and regulations. It does
sometimes take time. Certainly we are going all out to
help people.

q. o 3.30

Sir, the hon. Member for Baddegama was speaking
about our Embassy in Lebanon being not co-operative.
We do not have an Embassy in Lebanon. He also
mentioned about some of the shortcomings in some of
the Missions. If some of them are true, I will certainly
take necessary steps to look into them and rectify them.

Sir, I think I have fairly covered most of the issues.
The question about the Israeli Interests Section has
been raised over and over again. It has been debated
and discussed. The position of the Government is that
the establishment of the Interests Section does not in
any way change the Government’s attitude, the policy
towards the PLO and the cause of the Palestinian
people. Even in my last statement to the United Nations
I made it quite clear in very plain language that any
solution to the Palestinian problem should include the
PLO, the sole legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people. Rather, the solution must also help
the Palestinians to regain their inalienable national
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right to return to their homeland, to decide and
determine their political destiny. It is a vey clear-cut
position. There is nothing hidden. Even as far back as
this September ‘1 told the United Nations —
(Interruption). You say they are merely words. Now
what else can we do ? You do not expect us to go and
fight alongside the PLO people ; No. You were not here
when 1 said that we are even now the Chairman of the
Israeli Practices Committee.

055 BrlendReDO® Bom

(B #rd ys05 Eus0)

(Mr. Sarath Muttetuwegama)

Is it the Practices Committee of the UN where we afe
chairman ?

d 8. dd o880 soon

(mep's or. ofl. sreiv. amifs)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

We are there for years. The point is this. Those are
words. Certainly, words do matter in an international
forum. How else do you in an international forum state
your country’s stand on any question ? When 1 do not
speak you say | am dumb. When | speak you say they
are words.—(/nterruption). This whole morning I sat
and listened to the hon. Member. 1 did not want to
disturb him. He said, “vou are this, you are at, you were
silent, you were dumb, you were not doing anything.”
When 1 speak he says those are words. So what do [
do ? Surely 1 cannot go and fight with the Palestinians ?
Can you stand with them and [ight ? That I cannot do,
nor will you do it. So governments state their position
on any important issues. | have stated our position in
international forums, That is all one can do. What do
we do at the United Nations ? All the Foreign Ministers
come there every vear and state more or less the same
thing abut the current issues facing the international
community. There is nothing more that you can do.

CoEPs dwemd Snm

(8h. mgwer QST )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Are you going to have a trade .representative from
Israel here ?

d & od 0@ eom

(menss s1. e, erev. pmfs)

(Mr. A. C. S. Hameed)

1 can tell you that it is not the intention of the
Government to have diplomatic ties with Israel.

CuiEEs duemd Boomm

(8. wsmguwsr puiGsry)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Are you going to have a trade representative from

Israel 7 I just want to find out. Say ves or no.
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d. & o o wom

(a@ﬂ . ef. sev. anifs)

(Mr. A. C. 8. Hameed)

So far, up to date, there is no such decision.

Then, Sir, the hon. Member for Attanagalla spoke
about the Geneva summit and said. “Look, the Prime
Minister has sent a message, but you have not sent a
message. You have kept dumb. Why is that” ? | do not
think the hon. Member knew how this whole thing
evolved. The Hon. Prime Minister, addressing the UN,
called upon the General Assembly to send a message to
the two leaders when they were meeting in Geneva
asking them to explore and find a solution and see that
there is an end to the nuclear arms race. We worked on
this resolution. Yugoslavia joined us. Finally about 20
countries sponsored this resolution. You say, “Well, the
Prime Minister has done this. What have you done ?
Why are you keeping quiet ?” We worked on this
resolution and it went through the UN. Nobody voted
against it. There were abstentions. of course, but
nobody voted against it. I think about 13 countries 1
am speaking from memory abstained, but nobody
voted against. so to say that we have kept quiet is not
correct.

On the other side, may [ also say that I have been
looking carefully to see how the international
community, the other nations, the other countries are
reacting to what has happened in Geneva. So far no
statements have been made by any country, They are, of
course, watching. But certainly the resolution that was
sponsored, based on the proposal made by the Prime
Minister, was a great step forward. As I said, we had
Yugoslavia working with us on this resolution, but by
far and large it was the initiative of Sri Lanka. You
cannot say that we are not vigilant or that we are not
active. There again, I should like to say that it was easy
to get a resolution of that nature through and to get
support in the United Nations partly because of the
image we have. So, it would be unfair for anybody to
say that the foreign policy exercise has failed or has not
been efective. One area is this question of India, and I
explained that. Unfortunately the hon. Member for
Attanagalla was not here at that time. The first voting
was 117 for, none against, and 16 abstentions. That was
in the first committee. Then in the plenary the voting
was 76 for, none against, and 12 abstentions. It is a
good resolution. I can send you a copy of it if you want
to look at it. As you know, the 40th session of the
United Nations ended without a declaration because
they could not agree on certain matters. Therefore it
was quite appropriate that the Hon. Prime Minister’s
suggestion was translated into action and the message
was conveyed to Geneva.

I think I have covered practically all the issues that
have been referred to here.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



557

A question was asked about our position with regard
to Afghanistan and Kampuchea. I think it was raised by
the hon. Member for Kalawana. I want to say that our
policy is to recognize countries and not Governments.
We have not recognized Kampuchea or Afghanistan
because there is an element of aggression. Our position
is that we would recognize Afghanistan and
Kampuchea once the foreign forces are withdrawn from
those countries. That is the position that we have held
and the position we follow. 1 do not know what the view
of the SLFP is. Of course, 1 know the view of the
Communist Party. They are for recognizing both
Afghanistan and Kampuchea.

I think I have dealt with most of the important issues.
I should like to thank hon. Members of the Government
who took the time to study and make very constructive
contributions because, as I said, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs is one Ministry which gets the least attraction,
It has a very small lobby anywhere in the Third World.
I would also like to thank hon. Members of the
Opposition for whatever constructive suggestions they
have advanced. Certainly it should be the aim to try and
develop a foreign policy that is acceptable to the
Government as well as the Opposition. 1 think we
should work towards that. There are many countries
that have been able to reach that sort of consensus so
that changes in Government do not affect the image of
the Government and there is a predictable position. It is
good if we can try and work towards that goal because
by far and large there is agreement on many issues. But,
as | said in my opening remarks it will be difficult for
the Opposition to accept that we are non-aligned. If
they do so, the debate narrows down. So you have to
keep certain things going. Sir, I have had a lot of
experience in my Parliamentary career. I have been 12
years in the Opposition from 1960 to 1965 and 1970 to
1977. So I know that you have to keep an Opposition
going. I do not blame them.

But I think that if you make a fair and unbiased
assessment — I do say there are shortcomings — but
given the crisis the country is going through, and in view
of this mixture of foreign policy and security measures,
and the fact that a number of Ministires have got
involved in trying to sort out the ethnic problem, if you
take all these factors into consideration, I think people
could be happy that our foreign policy has been viable,
constructive and on the correct course.

Finally, Sir, I wish to thank all the officials who
worked with me under difficult circumstances. We are
one Ministry that works on Saturdays, Sundays, Poya
days, practically every day, because of various reasons
and partly because of the consular problems that we
face. I wish to thank them all and all those who are
abroad working for us from the Ambassadors down to
the diplomatic officers, career people, non-career
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people, homebased officers, local recruits, everyone of
them, for the support they are giving me to present Sri
Lanka’s image abroad in the proper way under all the
difficulties and limitations we lace.

Thank you very much.

"48 Do Bdeewd | Do D@ wdon, godiddon DecE wqm
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cid oo nBEn Sa.

18 On BSwscd | Un LD wons, godhddon Dac® (v sganecd
nonm 000l His guod Hegio odo ¢f.

“glaiy 48, Repifg S L, FanGampes Gruasster mur 31,50,96,000
' Laldemnullp GerssiuGura” sgn algy aflfésiu § o byd@areiario ).

sty 48, PapiRg o 1, FabrGeaimes Gewn oy L aulaoruilsr LSS
Fwbss s Lol Ouc L g,

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 315,096,000 for Head 48,
Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule”
put and agreed to.

Head 48, Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

1 & 5D ndon.—Befe 08dsUm o0 BBE—gedm Bae®, & 5,04,50,000
Baps@s gl 1.— Qeeflipr G @srfysia pLrssd — sdsi@urm
Qreay mur 5,04,50,000
Programme 1.— Conduct of Foreign Relations - Capital

Expenditure Rs. 50,450,000.

Y48 Do Bdmea® | Do 0D cdom, e Bac® acm d;. 5.04.50,000 =
BeE oreddnad (e d Do gae T w0 gdoe DEos ¢is oo oo De.

48 O BSwead | Om TH) mdon, §edo Dac® o edanesh emons
o0l HIs gnad Heslo oo T
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il alsarullp GetésiuGuors” agib aflgy olGésiu (G ahps@srarariulL g

sty 48, Hspsflg Bl 1, gésiQuims Grwn) s alerlld
ugBurs Frésd sl lol g

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 50,450,000, for Head 48,
Programme 1, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put
and agreed to.

Head 48, Programme 1, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand part
of the Schedule.

178 Do Bdww—en@ adeErsy germsddan

i 9o 58 sdopom —meEéms cSocna m eof ity ghidama—
gohidon Dac®, J;. 18,08,000

Seong 178.— Gzbigd Gmmlsn siewdsi
Bepsfg Frii 11— Gurgy Bmarsyd Qpims Cpnfld CwdurFl —
Paim Boumehy Sxeony, ppur 18,08,000
HEAD 178.—- MINISTER OF COCONUT INDUSTRY
Programme 1.— General Administration and Promotion of Coconut
Industry — Recurrent Expenditure, Rs. 1,808,000
couds doemd Somm
(8)m. wsmgLoesr RuEGSTY )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
I move,

“That the Programme be reduced by Rs. 10.",

Sir, we have been having a boom period where
coconut production is concerned but unfortunately,
where the trade is concerned, where the producers are
concerned, where estate owners are concerned like
yourself - everyone is going through a very, very hard
time.
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co8Es dasmi Do)

I will first start with the retail prices. [t is so strange
that when I went to the market today I found that a nut
which is sold in my area for seventy cents to one rupee is
sold in Colombo for Rs. 1.35 to Rs. 2.00 and some up to
Rs. 3.00. The reality of this problem is such that when
one looks into the whole structure of the trade-1 am
only talking of the local trade or the consumer’s angle
because the consumer is using about 80 per cent of the
production—-the consumer has to pay a sum of Rs. 1.35
to Rs. 2.00 and Rs. 2.50, while the producer gets only
seventy cents to ninety cents. The producer would be
satisfied if the consumer gets it at a cheap rate because
he sells it cheap, but here is a situation where the
consumer has to pay more while the producer gets less.
Now, in the retail trade there is the middleman who is
making a big profit. This is onec angle that the Coconut
Ministry must look into. The Coconut Ministry is
involved in marketing, production, export, export
promotion, local purchases, conversion rates and
everything pertaining 1o the industry both foreign and
local. There is a dileinma in this whole problem and
therefore 1 was wendering whether the Ministry of
Coconut Industry should not look into this case or if it
has the statistics to let us know why there is this
dilemma. | am only talking about the consumer because
while we sell our Coconuts at seventy to ninety cents,
the retail price in Colombo is about Rs. 1.35, Rs. 2.00
and sometimes it is Rs. 2.50. I think this is something
that the Ministry of Coconut Industry must look into
with a view to helping the consumer.

I do not want to say anything more particularly on
the subject of the consumer because | would like to get
on to one or two problems pertaining to the Ministry
itself and that is the question of planning. Now Sir, last
vear we found ourselves in the situation where there was
no coconut and the prices were high but then the
weather turned out to be good, the fertilizer became
very much better, and as a result production went up
enormously. The prices then tumbled. When you look
into the supply and demand question, T suppose, it is
o.k. But what has the Government done to siphon off
the excess coconuts that are coming into the market not
only this year but also in the next year? What are your
plans 7 But when you take a commodity like tea for
example, under this Government there is a plan for it. If
there is excess production, there is a plan how to siphon
it off. So, there is a plan according to production. It is a
very detailed study. So, if there is going to b a glut in
coconut what are you going to do about it ? I would like
to know what the Hon. Minister hopes to do if there is
going to be an excess next vear. [ suppose he is correct, |
am correct, and everyone is correct in saying that in the
year 1986, there is going to be a surplus. What are you
going to do with it ? Are you going to keep the prices at
this level, the ad hoc prices, or are you going o see that
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the prices become better and the consumer gets it at a
cheaper rate and that the middleman gets the least
possible in this transaction ? So, therefore, I would like
to know from the Minister what his plans are ?

Secondly, Sir, I notice that there is no plan pertaining
to the export surplus. Now this is something I want the
hon. Minister to explain. What is he going to do with
the export surplus ? I was just speaking about the local
consumer but the export surplus is there. It had been
there and at one stage the CDA had to come in and do
certain purchases. Now, it may be correct or it may be
wrong, but 1 personally feel it is the correct thing. Then
immediately, without exporting it through a state
organization they released the oil and whatever copra
thay they had purchased into the private sector. To
stabilise the market for the producer you got the CDA
to purchase oil and copra. 1 do not know whether you
took over DC. What did you do with that ? You
released that to the local market. No person, no human
being eats copra. The human being actually eats or
takes in oil. So what did you do ? Without getting the
CDA to sell the oil to the consumer you have got the
CDA to pass it on to the private sector and the private
sector give it over to the consumer and to ship. You do
not have an organisational set up for the export of
coconut oil,

Now, Sir, in tea, it is quite different. Now fortunately
in tea it so happens that it is a commodity for which we
have traditional markets where the purchasers abroad
are either the State, as in the case of Iraq or Libya or
some Co-operative organisation where they are
governed by the co-operative Laws and therefore it is
easy lo stabilise prices on that factor. But when it comes
to coconut oil it is given out to the local trader. Now
who are the local traders who take it ? [ have brought to
the Minister's notice many people. They are the people
who dictate terms with regard to the oil prices. We have
been under the impression that it depends on the
vegetable oil prices, on international world market oil
prices, Philippine oil prices and various other oil prices.
There is an element of truth in that. And there is also
some truth that you are releasing this oil through the
private sector to another private sector on the other
side, where the buyer is either a brother or cousin who is
trading in that commodity. Seller is the cousin and the
buyer there is the brother. So you find a network of
trade where it is interconnected from one chain to
another chain where each loop is a link of the other.
Therefore they can under-invoice, they can over-invoice,
they can send muck, they can send good quality or bad
quality. They can play ducks and drakes in that
business ! Therefore, I would ask the hon. Minister, let
us have a plan where the CDA can export its oil or
copra or whatever is purchased or DC, when there is a
glut or excess in production like what is happening now.
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Now, Sir, we have found one organisation, the
co-operative sector. We are members of the
co-operative in my area. | am very happy to say, Sir, the
co-operative gives us a good price. We know the price is
stable. No one is there to play ducks and drakes with
the co-operative sector prices. While the coconut
producers give to the co-operative sector, the
co-operative pays them on the out turn, the better the
nuts the better are prices. I know some co-operatives are
now exporting DC, T do not know how much the Hon.
Minister is going to strengthen the co-operative sector. 1
will come to that in detail because he has allocated some
Rs. 2,116 million out of the MTIP fund. I would like to
ask what his priorities are.

I want to ask the Hon. Minister why he is not
thinking in terms of expansion of the fresh coconut
market. 1 can remember during the early 1952-53
period the fresh coconut market was a trade that was
gradually coming up. Anything in excess went to the
foreign market and we used to get enormous profits in
that but it looks as if the Government’s fresh coconut
business or the country’s fresh coconut business is at its
lowest ebb today.

DSED esids Snom

B pord Canrs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

Have you looked into that booklet 7 We have
exported an enormous amount of coconuts.

codes dosmmd @onow
(B®. wmquwer guwdGsTy )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I have looked into it. Please, Mr. Minister what is the
percentage ?

e )

(8% aoréx Ganrg)

{Mr. Harold Herat)

You are saying what is the percentage. You banned it
during your time !

couds Soemd oo
(B®. stgwer puEGlETy)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Out of 2.237 million nuts that you are supposed to
have produced, just let me know what the fresh coconut
export is 7 It is a pittance.

moEd edddd waom
(B aouén’ Gaors)
(Mr. Harold Herat)

A pittance, that is true.

cowdn dwemd Yoy

(8. svasywer gusblamy)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Then what are you talking 7

1085 e ®as 2

562

Sdd sdds @oan

Bl sordl Gpord)
(Mr. Harold Herat)

But during your period you banned it !

cERs dwemmd Boon

(S\n. ewamgwer gusblsry )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Naturally.

o SEs swdds @wmm

Bm. pordl Ganrs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

What is naturally ? It is very unnatural.

cugEs Soemd Bom

(Bm. svshgusir muEClETY. )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Then we wanted to export the final product, we
wanted to get our mills to work, we wanted to get our
copra kilns to work, we wanted to give work to the
workers in this country. We were the only Government
that guaranteed 20 days work for all the mill workers
and, therefore, we did not allow the fresh coconuts to go
out. In spite of the fact that he is having a very good
period now

o dED suddd @oomm

(8w poré Caprd)
{Mr. Harold Herat)

I do not want to interrupt you. [ am sorry. But you
just cannot ban something and catch yor market as easy
as you say. You banned it and now you say, “You better
sell.”

cuiEds dosemd Soo)

(5o wsgwer guitsng)

{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

1 am telling you where you can export. 1 am not
telling you to do it overnight. 1 am giving you some
information. Because when one looks into those figures
it is just a 1 per cent or 2 per cent of the market. What
are you talking ? I do not want to waste time on that.

I would also like to ask the Hon. Minister why he
does not have a marketing organization where he can
control the price during excess periods when excess nuts
come in like in paddy. In October, immediately after
the June, July period excess nuts come in. This year it
has been a freak year where the nuts came in even after
that because of the rains. But now it has become an
excess and where we could have got a very good price,
why do you not have a guaranteed price for the
producer during that period, where he will be able to
run his organization, the coconut land without getting
into debt ? 1 would like the Minister to kindly look into
it and inform us.
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[cod®s Scsm® Bom]

He suddenly burst out! I do not know what caused
him to burst out. [ would like to bring to the notice of
the Hon. Minister another matter. I just worked it out
today because this book came only today. If he had
given this book about two days ago I would have done a
better study. I just came in this morning and found this
book on the table. [ took it home and worked it out.
(Interrution) 1 found the cost of production of
desiccated coconut, which was Rs. 17.85 per kilogram
in April is Rs. 12,95 per kilogram today. It is a massive
drop. Coconut oil was Rs. 17.57 per kilogram. The cost
production of a kilogram of coconut oil was Rs. 17.57.
It has come down to Rs. 13.44. Then [ looked at copra
No. 1, 2 and 3 ; the cost of production was Rs. 9.30 and
it has come down to Rs. 4.66 — a massive drop of Rs. 4
odd. Where copra is concerned the drop is almost 60 per
cent. While the nut production price in April was Rs.
2,302, today it is only Rs. 660, average. In Kurunegala
the nut price is only 50 to 60 cents today. The total cost
of production has come down because of the nut price
coming down, also with the nut price increasing, the
cost of production comes down. But when you consider
the selling price, coconut lands are uneconomical today.
Therefore, what is happening is, when you find
uneconomical crops on the land, the thinking of some
people is to get rid of that crop, except those die-hards
who have been having coconut lands for years; the
gentlemen farmers and the landed proprietors who have
ancestral lands. They are the people who would not sell.
But you will find all the others selling their lands,
fragmented and divided. Therefore, I think the Hon.
Minister will find, if production goes on like this for
about one or two years that half of the coconut estates
are broken up, fragmented and sold. This is another
fear that [ have. I would, therefore, like the Hon.
Minister to look into this matter and find out what is
happening and why and whether any changes should
take place where coconut lands are concerned.

There is another matter on which 1 wish to have
information because his book, “Progress 1985-Ministry
of Coconut Industry” does not give it. That is about the
comparison. If you can give the comparative figures of
CDA or CCB for replanting, under-planting or new
plaming, then I can say wheiher you have done well or
not. But, unfortunately, this book does not give that
comparison. If it had been given, we would have known
whether there is less under-planting or replanting
taking place.

It is very unfortunate that with the good rain that are
coming, with all the good production that is there, we
find less and less under-planting and replanting. 1 was
wondering why. The main reason is the massive wage
increase that has taken place and the unbearable cost.
Something has to be done if you want to replant, under
plant and plant new coconut lands. There is also the
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factor that there is no labour available in certain areas,
where labour has gone into other fields and areas.
Migration of laboer has taken place. I think it is
something that the Hon. Minister should take note of.

There is also another problem. I would like to know
from the Hon. Minister whether you have got an
agreement with the Philippines. Did you even come to
an understanding with the Philippines ? You may have
not signed on the dotted line, but have you got an
understanding with the Philippines because now is the
time you have a very good opportunity to collar all the
markets that are available. We all know that the
Philippines are in trouble. I do not know whether they
have any production. Why do you not immediately get
in touch with those markets which the Philippines used
to serve 7 You should immediately get in touch with
them and there should be extra activity on those lines.
Therefore, I would propose that the Hon. Minister
should have a Coconut Promotion Scheme on the same
line as the Tea Promotion Scheme. So far there is no
such promotion board set up for coconut promotion s
in the case of tea. There are Coconut Boards. I must
also say that I have the greatest respect for those
members who are in these Boards, but I think there
should be some more competent and dynamic people to
activate, for the simple reason that we can get into the
Middle East market — we have got into it. The Middle
East needs a lot of coconut. 'We can get into the
European market ; we can get into the North American
market, but the only thing is, you must have, like the
Tea Promotion Board, coconut promotion points in
those areas. That is one request that I would like to
make in order to combat the excess of coconut, coconut
oil, copra, poonac, and other coconut products.

There is one question I would like to place on record.
I do not think the Hon. Minister will be able to give me
this information now. I would like to ask him this
question. There were three changes in the export duty of
copra, DC and oil. There was a change on 30th
September. On the 30th of September they made it free
of export duty, they brought it down from Rs. 3,000 per
metric ton to nil. I would like you to find out who the
exporters were, the quantity exported and the date
exported.

Then there was a CDA  Circular
CDA/MD/Gen./20/85 of 2nd July stating that exports
of milling grade copra will be allowed free of duty up to
the end of September 1985. Despite that, exports of
milling grade copra had taken place free of duty after
midnight of 30th September. Please look into this
matter as you find here the hanky-panky in regard to
coconut exports and duty ceming into play.

Then on 13th November 1985 export duty on copra
was raised from a concessional Rs. 3,000 per metric ton
to Rs. 4,750 per metric ton. After this, export duty was
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charged {rom certain people at Rs. 3,000 per metric ton

instead of Rs. 4,750, Please let us know the names of

those people who got this bonanza from duty, the date
exported and the quantity exported. Then you will find
exports of copra were permitted alter midnight of 30th
November 1985 at the export duty ol Rs. 3.000 instead
of Rs. 4,750, (Interruption). | am happy that the Hon.
Minister says that this has happened. Obviously it is a
racket of the highest order of avoiding and evading
duty. What are you going to do to these people who are
evading duty 7 | can understand avoiding duty because
ol some law not being there. What action do you
propose lo take against them 7 If you have come to
know about it and if it is true. what action have you
taken against those exporters 7 [t you do not nip this in
the bud you will get less by way of export duty to the
coffers of the Treasury on evervthing that is exported.

WOEE sdcs @mey
(Bl amreo’ Banrg)
{Mr. Harold Herat)

I think export duty is collected by the Customs.

codes Sucmd Snon

{Bm. sy UECSTY )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

[ know that. If you find that there are people who are
robbing this country by evading duty what are you
going to do 7 Will you take action to cancel the licences
of those people ?

SES etdds @omon

(8lp. aprdl Bamrs)
{Mr. Harold Herat)

Of course, we will do that if we find such people.

coBes deemmdl enom

(5w QUamGLOSH  gRiliEGiaTy )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

You agree that there were people.

el cuids @mon

(5 anra’ Ganrs)

{Mr. Harold Herat)

No, if there are people. You are now bringing it to my
notice. ! will look into this.

coses Swemmi Som

(8. wsmyosh gguiEGlsTy )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

A few minutes ago the Hon. Minister said that that
he was aware of such people.

o dEs edidsl wman
(8'm. anrstl Ganrs)
(Mr. Harold Herat)

No. I am very sorry. I said, *If there ure people”™

1985 ece @R 2

Eoges duemmi) Bom

(& sudndsh suEE ETly )

{Mr. Lakshman jayakody)

I will tell you how 1o do it. Find out the date of
export. name of the exporter and the quantity exported.
Pleas check 30th September night and also 1st of
October. then the Circular that went out on the Ist of
October. Please also check 13th night and also 14th
November, (Lnterruption). 1 will come out with the
nunies il the hon, Member for Balangodua wants.

o8 S@. S8 gami Lo

(ggemu srib. srebd. srib. ayupaTed)
(Mr. M. L. M. Aboosally)

What has Balangoda got to do with coconuts 7 We do
not have coconuts there.

DdEh edddsl o

B anral Ganrs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

I do not know how the hon. Member can lay it at the
door ol the Coconut Ministry if there any
irrcgulurities committed at the Customs. The hon.
Member must bring such matters to the notice ol the
appropriate Minister.

arc

ColEes Sueemi @onagn

(8)n. eamgiosht gu&EblsTg )

{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I will let the Hon, Minister of Finunce know about it.
The Hansard is also there. Let him look into the matter.

mdEh sddy enmm
(Bm. anré’ Ganrs)
(Mr. Harold Herat)

Very well,

CHEEE dueemd enm

(Bl wsgieen gugGary )

(Mr. Lakstman Jayakody)

Let him look into the matter and take necessary steps
to punish these people who have been evading export
duty. I think he will punish them. This is a very serious
matter.

[ will wind up soon. 1 do not want to take as long time
over this. Anyway, it is a subject that is worth
discussing,

Sometime ago | asked a question pertaining to estates
from where the CRI  does the CRI come under vou 7
SED el @om
(8@ poré Ganrg)

(Mr. Harold Herat)
Yes.

coEEs dwoemni @nom

(Bh. wospusn muiGary )
{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

The CRI has been purchasing nuts from various
places for seed purposes. That is one thing. The CRI
needs nuts. The CRI has its own area but at the same
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[cogds dosmB Bnm]

time the seed nut that go into the coconut palms must
be there for replanting. Everyone knows that, but we
have noticed that a lot of seed nuts have been purchased
from certain areas at exorbitant prices. 1 can
understand if the nuts were purchased at a higher price
than the ordinary price but these were purchased at
exorbitant prices. The nuts that were purchased in
January 1984 were purchased at over Rs. 7,000 per
thousand nuts. In other words they have paid Rs. 7.80
per nut. I have got a full list here with me which I would
like to table. In February, they paid Rs. 7,000 to Rs.
8,000 per thousand nuts.

5 SE0 sicy Bomm

(B aoTi Ganrg)

{Mr. Harold Herat)

May 1 wxplain ? In regard to these varying prices
there is nothing irregular in that. You know why 2 The
nut prices were very high.

colEEs) daemmi) Bnom

(8. evsmguwsit guidCamy )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

But what is the maximum price you and I got ? It was
only about Rs. 4,000 or Rs. 5,000. The minimum they
have paid is over Rs. 6,000.

0 dER edlds @won

(Bm. anrér” Canrs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

They have paid for the seed nuts. 25 per ceni more
than the copra price.

oy dweemd Bom

(Bh. wanpinsir RWEEETY )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

[ am not opposing their paying the higher price, no:
but just fook at the rationale.

3. B & ¢ BED oo (DaSHKED)

(8. . of. ereiv. 5 Fdbeur — poimgaue)
(Mr. G. V. S. de Silva — Habaraduwa)
These were from selected farms.

coEes ot Gom

(85 suspgosin RUEC\ETIg )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Find out who the people are, find out whether they
were bought from the correct estates. I would like the
Hon. Minister to hold an independent inquiry into this.
I am not blaming you.

HSEE etlds oo

(Bm. aoréc Gaors)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

The whole list is with you,

SSEDSRD
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cides Swemmd Fonm

(8l wsiguwsir guis@aig )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

They were from the JEDB and the NLDB. There are
certain other private sector people also who have been
selling these nuts and getting Rs. 5,000 to Rs. 7,000. In
some cases it has gone up to Rs. 8,000. 1 would like the
Hon. Minister to look into this period and see whether
Rs. 8,000 was paid. Take Bowatte Estate in Marawila.
The Hon. Minister knows that estate. Mr. C. V, H. de
Zoysa of Colombo 7 sold 9,300 nuts on 3.5.1984 and
was paid Rs. 8,125 for 1,000 nuts. You know where
Bowatte is. It is just south of Pallama.

q. oo 4.15

MICR edds @mem

(8@ porér Ganrs)

{Mr. Harold Herat)

That must have been out of a pluck of about 50,000
nuts. They would have selected the seed nuis.

CuEes dwem oo,
(B)p. wamgiosit gudCary )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Precisely.

& B & ¢ 8D dom
(Bm. 2f. of. erav. & Feveur)
(Mr. G. V. S. de Silva)

And from plus farms.

CHEST e o

(8. soamgosr FWaEGETY )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

We will not go into all plus farms and we are going
into tall plus tall, but I do not know whether you are
taking in any other nuts. What are the hybrids of these
nuts ? Are they tall to tall or tall to dwarf ?

0 IE0 exdds oo

B®. aoré Gonrs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

They are not hybrids. These are from mother farms.
They are selected block nuts. Out of a heap of about
50,000 nuts they make a selection. These 9.000 nuts
may have been out of a bigger heap.

CHUeS duemmd Snon

(B®. wmgsir guiQsiy)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Anyway, I would like the Hon. Minister to go into
this because it leaves a bad taste. | know that a lot of
people are talking about it. I have here with me a letter
from the LCPA. 1 will read it out. I do not want to table
it so I will read it. I will show that letter to you.

“The CRI buys two types of nuts, mother palm nuts from selected
farms, price 1,000 palm nuts 125 per cent into milling superior copra
price, a candy on date of plucking and block nuts from selected estate

fields, price 1,000 block nuts 110 per cent into milling superior
number copra price a candy on date of plucking.”

So you see. it is not 25 per cent. It is on the copra price.
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SED edds Bvon

(8. porél Gaprs)
(Mr. Harold Herat)
25 per cent more than the copra price.

coees dcemd Bom
(B svamgoen guIEGlETY )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

“The higher price for mother palm is due to the inconvenience of

the mother palm being pluck separately in the presence of the CRI
officer.”
You saw what the higher price is ! Both types of nuts
are sold with husks. Therefore, just find out whether
there has been excess payment. That is all that I am
asking.

NSED edds Bom

(F® apré Gaors)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

You raised this at the meeting of the Consultative
Committee also.

cuves d'uezspﬁ Smmm
(8. eshgisir gusGary)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Yes. But | found there was definitely an excess
payment.

I will come to the final request, Sir. There is the
MTIP money that is allocated, Rs. 2,155 million, and
out of that bank credit and subsidy for replanting is Rs.
1,108 million. T can understand that. What is this
irrigation study replication, Rs. 44 million ? That is
something I cannot understand. They are going to have
irrigated coconut. Where are yo going to have it ?
Which is the area 7 Who is going to do the irrigation ?
Who is going to benefit out of this irrigation ? I would
like to have a complete breakdown from the Hon.
Minister on that subject of plantation development.
Who is going to benefit from this irrigation Secondly,
for coconut timber utilization Rs. 55 million. Is that a
priority ? Are you giving Rs. 55 million for coconut
timber utilization out of Rs. 2,155 million as a
priority ? Why would you not give those coconut palms
to the Timber Corporation to do their timber work,
whatever they want to do ? You stick to the policy of
doing research ; but do not get into making furniture
and utilization of timber for rafters. That is something
else. You can give it over to the NHDA or someone like
that. Let them come and take it over. But you are going
to spend Rs. 58 million. For credit for oil mill
improvement, Rs. 125 million. Who are the oil millers
who are going to get this money ? We would like to
have a breakdown of those who will get the money :
Credit for DC mill improvement Rs. 30 million. Who
are the people ?

Now, Sir for an ultra modern DC factory and Wet
Processing Factory Rs. 100 million. Where are you
going to have it ? Can you tell me where ?

6 A 087510(85/12)
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D SER edds Swon

(Bm avrér Ganrs)
(Mr. Harold Herat)

We have not yet sorted it out.

CowRs Scemd Snm
(Bn. wsgwsr gHustlsTy)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Now, this is the point. He has no plan yet. He does
not know where to put it. Where are going to put it ?
Ultra Modern DC Factory with Wet Processing
Factory — you can put in place in a like Marawila. What
happened to your Soap Factory ? Ultimately it will run
at a loss. Tt will be a white elephant. Rs. 100 million !
The hon. Member for Habaraduwa might be shocked.
He is very quiet.

o SER edds Bom

(B aoreol. Canrs)
(Mr. Harold Herat)
Hon. Member, do you think an ultra modern factory

can be put up for less than that ?

Coews Soemmd) Soo

(5)®. asagwer gQuEbET )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I am not talking of the price. Do you think we can
afford to spend Rs. 100 million for an ultra modern DC
factory 7 Do you think that you can get a profit.

S ER edidd @om

(B poré’ Gaors)
(Mr. Harold Herat)

All this excess production can be siphoned out to the
most sophisticated markets like American and Canada.

coEds Scemd oo

(Bm. wsmguehn Qustsri )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

[ can understand if you produce that way. If you say
that it is for sopistication 1 can understand. But what I
cannot understand is in case America stumbled or
America does not respond or react, what are you going
to do with this Rs. 100 million ?

mdED sidd @nmm
B@ apré Caors)
(Mr. Harold Herat)

Whatever it is, we have to sell our products.

coEes dwemb S

(Flm. ewsayier pudGlary )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Precisely ! Then for God’s sake, use that money for
promotion of exports. I am with you for modernization
of all the factories, but I am not with you for just sitting
in the dark and spending Rs. 100 million for an ultra
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[eodEs doemB Som)
modern factory. Then ultimately it becomes a white
elephant, as so many of these factories have become
white elephants in this country.

Now, Sir, the important thing was the export
promotion. Poor people about whom we have been
shouting all this time get the nuts out and get all these
nuts converted. How much are you giving ? Only Rs. 25
million ! Out of Rs. 2,155.3 million, you have allocated
only Rs. 25 million for export promotion. You are
putting out all this money, but the export promotion
factor is just nothing. What percentage is that ? Out of
Rs. 2,125 million, your export promotion is only Rs. 25
million. It is not even one per cent. In respect of tea it is
about four to five per cent and for rubber we have given
more. As far as export promotion is concerned we give a
lot of money for any product. For instance, we have
established an Export Promotion Board, because we
have to get our products exported. The Hon. Minister of
Finance said, “Export as much as possible”, but this is
how they are treating this. Then, for project
implementation and monitoring Rs. 20 million has been
given. That is for vehicles and other monitoring
purposes. So there is an imbalance in the whole thing.
Therefore please let us know whether you are satisfied
with this position. Finally, under Processing
Development : Coconut mill and coconut paste : Rs.
28.4 million has been allocated. What is that ? Your
processing development programme gives Rs. 28.4
milion for a coconut mill and coconut paste. Whose mill
" is it and what is this paste ? These figures are given in
the Progress Report of your own Ministry.

el sdos Bonom

(8o pordr. Ganrs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

On what page ?

CHEEs daernd oo

(8m. swsagivsir BuEClsTY )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Page 25. For export promotions you have given only
Rs. 25 million, but for coconut mill and coconut paste
you have given Rs. 28.4 million. I am sure the Hon.
Minister does not know these things. So let the officials
send you a note and answer this question as to how the
areas of investment identified for the MTIP in Table 19
have been allocated Rs. 2,155.3 million at the
conversion rate of US dollars 27.4 totalling up to 78.7
million US dollars. That is all I wanted to know from
him. I know the Hon. Minister of Coconut Industries is
very keen, but the only thing is he does not have the
people. That is the unfortunate thing. He does not have
competent people around him to given an impetus to
coconut cultivation, especially with regard to promotion
activities, For them promotion might be just going
abroad and taking a look around and coming back. It is
not that. Promotion means business done, the sales that

have been put through. You have to go to the market if

Sielgcznt o)
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you want to have a good, sustaining production level, so
that at a later stage we will not lose anything because of
the lack of coconut cultivation.

8. od. O¢ apuoEd Bom (Dndd)

B 5. erov. o swUEH — Osalpar)

(Mr. P. S. L. Galappatthy — Devinuwara)

0d; HEids cmeHaPd, qolis oo om ¢DEHED? lcaig!
2EEdn ¢@homned 5o Bdes Dnedn o nodn €89 o
O aslenie cOnd:. qoed e odEsn q,2558 1083 83 eod
Emsnda ebdUmne B5® wem o8 cdoims g gm oG Ged
acnds 8o, 50 endols diaesiBn fef B &80 oo,
020, L0, B0 HIE e OB $8E o8] Beod con
O HVO ¢o0 ¢ YOOSRBS Fleh. G BE ©0 Om gDe%edE B
&8 e oD g8xeein Dedn Bemidn SHmBd mihdes
Beod wbenidn ¢Or o8udehio Bdsn P® dDmbos 90 6@
GodNed go odenigews @nd ooEn Boy. & B SED
eOmis pumed o LoDnd nEds ¥Ved c@sdyltm
tIndHo 6@ ghuded S8nPnt. eoed cDnm (0 OHD Ofg)
@& gnd e oddidns nmmn (S0E nIStend o On
Cue coendn Hedn 3D Bedvead @ ¢Oded 89 weod
odsn ®m. ¢ Hom DSEHns eE DEthEns aaesed
oBithennm ¥ Gem eFDED hden BEs (edn grice® §u
Bdoan ot 6Co W gxdend oo soncleas ©f,
G 280%hees & gcc 8dnd.

05 Hewith ComoHnPd), ¢ cPe® ® sduded 30 Bede
Oon andetes Pon Dodn HEPHE. ® soid NBDED smic
CBeBT mmmEd oud (O etiems 8eEne Bon G m
B0 o sog © Hednd & o 9 sanc Heleman Soso By,
e® qOuded. BOS gon wéh et phod SHgen 1963 80 ac
Heand. & mced Bed S miEne Bg eEBectns DnsEu
B0 BOD (etmed 65iS HBOB mewnG S, & ToT @@ qBdic
Doos 8 eoic BB ne. O35 BEY Lecidnos Ciees ;.
Joogd O emnPectind Bwmn ALY 80 coecd clm aos
devei evis cbbB wmoming Sw. & ¢pd 88 g decs ghis e
®ed @fh PEBO JOS Bgetn DD B5® g&ics BSeon B5m.
Dl 98 3¥ess ¢ s dSm QD Bms 8O iR 22
&8 qbdddned P8 odenisenns Pmes 3w,

Cremed emese emens BESIDE O ermecs emess B
Seadni. & Bw e adtnin ¢@Bn¥ed Dece ¢Onad &g
DD HPH — cledush e m8mE® IShoBrnac @@
¢oler iy — & gedmed 06D OB emHEmS Cante® g@muc
D0 68eles @ wEEnEn gRmmres IDED oo HEHO S
o Hconio Bw. guing 3880 Deess Leifninas o @® =B
enemd DS0OEE 9AB ¢uind e 805 end Homid soenm
¢5ic®8 wad 90, ¢ ememsis annc 30D B &
eSO Dann® e BECKHEEO D0 coems pEn@n
Ood o B o¢om oot ded Suin cSnd, G2 gdoxeda
eems HEOKD OBIDE® Cumed emweds emens SOHBEE
qmimdﬁmmwﬁzsﬁ@@d@q@mmd&@@@@@@@ﬁimm,
eemS PURNED e OS¢ noB, D38, cods il
Qe Ens en® OBe® HBH0s g 9D & dm o¢ enEbn
ndoees comnih oBnS emd 98BEE eemd CBF Snd®
QOOE RS gtel] Bun O G odo D 8O ¢ eod
o). 08 Hm 6@ goENed 0, RSP0 6B e¢@®a @0
oddn Sedded. SO Hhweitn H58 s Sdo esm
colenoe — eenE odEsin q@SnE odm colons — P GO
2l oD s, emb &SHmbd gbes eoemc ey
anch odgn g 08 On Buc® mHH® eoamd Hen
¢ndasd gues on O 955 BOTBBD 9 BDOE =eda It
Ced Conoim Do 90 e® gOced s oc®s o=}
oEOsD PR Sad ©cBs & Aol Do,

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



573

¢ o, 4. 30

HHDIC CLITNGEE Beomm

Bo geps sovpruss)

(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)

o Hecids comebnEd cE odtidn qP8n%ed Do
Bdec o o ©oHnbY 1985 gude 8EaC H¥mB: v etfed
Dednd. 6® smes HSaC B¥® Bone 5,8 emdss od Hedmin.
ofinmsed cmes 9,000 5D ocdn A8 o@xed 5,0
Hedntn Ded edmin [l HEB] ¥R Buodesd el QD
ODnnd oo S,

o SED eddd @oon

(8w anré Ganrs)

{Mr. Harold Herat)

9@ Qoe® wed o D0DS, oEdmsier B,

Hewids mmodhogs

(Tr@s sloat saiad)

{The Deputy Chairman )

Order, please | &y &8s o» o Bdon.

D Cearmae Smmn
(Bm genis sevprwss)
(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)
I have to answer, Sir.

e® eoed 25 OB 80D '8’ edced e®etd weon DL
“A. Plantation Development

1. Bank credit and subsidy for replanting, new planting and
intercropping Rs. Million 1108.00"

S8 BRam 1,108 Sporp €60 o0 cmihd Deead eBd o
SHeadnd.

Bealts comodmeh

(S sloart speutss)

{The Deputy Chairman )

Order, please ! The Hon. Deputy Speaker will now
take the Chair.

o950 Hea/ts Mdm amodne, FEEneds PO Jewtd, Hewlds
oamangd [en/@d ssdisdon Sowm] aiooma o Ha.

sssir Aog, syl rFs sat gefrrramgfalling sysawda, s
Fursrust syeutser [ Cprwdr madurgar] slvenw wlssrisd.

Whereupon MR. DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTES left

the Chair and MR. DEPUTY SPEAKER [MR. NORMAN
WAIDYARATNA] o0k the Chair.

MBI CWITHWIED BDDN
B® qobs sevpruss)
(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)

* 06 IeHREH, B By BSHn coime nides emE @b
Ge® intercropping emvems ¢nd; Dmis deess So odn
cOn 885ilens 8RB Bo ememes ¢SO BS HeHELC B 6B
Endtmed Smd® mm it od moy. 8¢ ebnl o0 Hedwd. Fod
Bac® mdes g

0 dED eddd @mon

(Bm. anre’ Ganrg)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

Bz OB g3 2 oo ome ?

B comnwm Boo
Eo gmps sovpruds)
(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)
2D,
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0 O@ER edddy Bom

(Bm. anrén’ Camrs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)_

The MTIP programme is not in opeation. Those are
only proposals.

T CTNWE Yo

o aumss sovprudas)

(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)

We discussed this earlier at the Consltative
Committee also. We are highly worried with regard to
development of new plantations.

D SE0 ey Bmem

(8w gorér Ganrs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

the MTIP programme is only a proposal.

DT LI Somn

(B g ps sevsrwds)

(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)

I think 1 myself suggesed —

SEd eddcs B

(B aord’ CGanrs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

This has not come into opeation nor has it been
finaliszed. These are only proposals.

HOTE Crmmmam Bom

6 orps govpruds)

(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)

I want to get a clarification from you as to how much
you are going to dump into the new plantations.
Intercropping is very important. I am highly interested
in that.

¥ Bedescd od; ¢25Hn9eend §;5ed, o8 S caniEod®
GO0 geaidnbs o 0fnd dm¢ Sun H0d HESmuieded
gEhoseeed 5 udon e ©® e UEE nEnd gody
T cind o¥dmuiedD e@8 ' el Sned HEIADD). mEn®
peoincd Seanl gomnd gnd; Dobd. *esfld emls |
PSR HEY gm® Do Wl g; eEim eDeg el eC@w
eDgcemeds ecer® e B ¢l B com unih. e2EEE0 dons
45 B Hedwn, Becda et eoiel Oet Bchin B30 slios
aes gd. ' eedmehed ' Bacy & & SODE genns SOLEH
ogm O 88 ocmih. ged Se0 Dmdd, Dihn ddmed
Hedden. ¢eBSmED dhod &odgsed @ & ol Hn®
Bond) " ¢SO DO, Do pddne 83 938n o, oy, Do
GSoms ¥ B 988 S Dhamcde - decid
Fetmemn® ' 0md 58 cnd 95 " 8. 6Bn nid Debinas 9l
g% Dmeun ' mOnEE T andh. 88 HoD BISC ¥ ebd Ond
anied. carem® ot Debina wd Seamis, Hu Ehmed. @1 go &
smnld HEHEn. Es dh Do By 88 g Soldnd cded
0. O20 e amih, ¢80 0nd BT Heames eiim edcqetied
el eimed sond BHEmma O BedE) emelE. e et gt cOn
ooy SOUE ¢88 Suln ndons HeRn, gert s 8 ndsim.
ged ' eChedl mBuidd ' 8 q;e@5mmi0 Didon. g,685mb ¢ St
8% oD oo, ' 6ueHBar pemmem®Pn emBaH0 | Om eBth
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[eode comen Som)
8% ocmin JOEE o S SE. 8 STEED | 3AB ' Sed
qomce 808 ¢Us BeR odo yodd cededd, Bnedn gots
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It appears that the booklet that has been issued is not
useful.
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We did not receive it. 1t was tabled about one hour
ago. How can we study this ?
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8 B. &d. ¢ BED dom
(Bm. gf. of. erev. 5 Pévaur)
(Mr. G. V. S. de Silva)

Mr. Chairman, I must take this opportunity of
congratulating an thanking the Hon. Minister for
Coconut Industries and all the officers working under
him, especially those working in the research station.

I come from an electorate which has about 8,500
acres ol coconut. About 60 per cent of the people in my
electorate depend on the coconut tree for their
livelihood in some form, either from the nut, the fibre
cadjans or whatever it is.

Special mention must be made about the research
officers. The hon. Member for Attanagalla was rather
sceptical about those managing the Board. He said
there should be more dynamic people. I suppose
dynamic people are available in that area but he wants
some people who know the subject also. I think the
Government has selected the ideal people to manage
those Boards. I am aware of those gentlemen. They are

officers of very high integrity, they know the subject of

coconut cultivation and they are doing an excellent job.
I must thank them once again for the excellent work
they have done.

I must also thank the Hon. Minister for putting out
this fine booklet in the morning. It will be very useful
for our future reference. It gives us a lot of information.
The research officers must be thanked for the excellent
Jjob they have done. There is one thing which caught my
eye. It is not in this book. It is in a previous book. The
hon. Member for Kotmale was referring to plants under
Coconut. Of course, this has to be experimented with.
In one of the earlier reports they have said:
“Preliminary analysis of result studies on coffee under
coconut indicated that Arabia coffee selections are
unsuitable”. Now this is what we have also found. I
think they have selected Gold Cost Robusta coffee and
several other plants. We cannot plant whatever we
want. Indiscriminate planting might compte with the
coconut tree and we might not get a sufficient yield.
This is one of the things that the research officers are
doing. So we must congratulate these research officers
for selecting whatever is suitable for planting under
coconut.

Then I must also mention that they have taken the
correct steps in introducing laboratories to do research
for the desiccated coconut mills. This is one of the
things we were lacking for quite a long time. At one
time we earned a bad reputation for some products that
were exported to some coutries. Now these laboratories
will enable us to have quality control, and products of
quality could be exported. This is a very good project. |
must thank the Hon. Minister and all those officers
concerned for starting this project. | am told that they

1085 ece®aS 2

582

have started about 20 laboratories —is that correct,
Hon. Minister - to see to the quality of the desiccated
coconut. This is a step in the right direction.

In addition, I am told that the supplies of planting
material are being increased. As mentioned earlier by
the hon. Member for Attanagalla, some of the seed nuts
were sold at very high prices. It is quite possible. In the
future T do not think they will have to pay such high
prices because the number of nurseries has been
increased, I am informed, from 13 to 32 recently.

CEEs dwemd @nm

(8515 evsigLoar BuaEtlaTy )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I would like to tell the hon. Member that the cost of a
seed palm is Rs. 7.50. Now that is stabilized. They have
worked it out on that figure.

4. 2 od ¢ 8ch o

(B of. of. stav. 5 Revaur)

(Mr. G. V. 8. de Silva)

Yes. I think the Hon. Minister might explain that in
detail.

CoEes Saemmd Snon

Bp. wagud guatary)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Let us say, today if a nut is Re. | you double that
cost. You know there is a 50 per cent reduction. Then
the maximum price should be Rs. 2. If you keep to that
working, you can sell a seed palm at Rs. 3 or Rs. 3.50. It
can go up to Rs. 4. But today we are paying Rs. 7.50 for
a seed palm. Why is that ? That is because you are
paying them high rates.

Secondly, he also said “You pick it from the heap”.
You never pick from a heap. You have to take your CRI
Officer, go to a mother palm and pick from there. He
said that he has collected seeds for planting material
from heaps. That is what I object to.

0 SED srdd Bomn

B aoré’ Ganrg)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

I want to explain this matter. We need about 2
million seed nuts. We have selected mother palms. Then
we buy from estates which have an average of over
3,000 nuts per acre per annum. we select the nuts from
their produce and we always pay - it has been
decided - 25 per cent over the copra price for a nut.
Last year, as you know, the price was very high. Now
those are the nuts which are sold for Rs. 7.50, whereas
the cost will be very much more for the CRI or the
CCB. This year we will be paying again at this price of
25 per cent over the copra price. We need not sell at Rs.
7.50. We cannot sell them. Nobody will buy if we say
our price is Rs. 7.50.

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



583

coses dusemd Snoy

(&:m. SUFGLOSH  EWAGETIY )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

That is the price which you are selling at now.

mI@D etds Smm

(o anré Ganrs)

{Mr. Harold Herat)

We are selling the seed nuts which were laid in the
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coEEs dwemi 0o

(Bm. swsagioer guIEGEIETY )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Let the hon. Member for Bingiriya speak about it.

OIEH suids Yoom

(8w aprél Canrs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

[ am explaining to you about the copra price at that

nurseriecs and for which we paid those prices. time and they have been paying 25 per cent more. Now
we are selling our seed nuts, not at Rs. 7.50 but at much

crYes duemi oo, less.

(8m. o QUECETg)
{Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
At what price 7

MSED eBSS Bom

(8w aprén. Gaprs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

you cannot lay down a seced nut and get the
seedling

coEes dusmmd oo,
(5. G LD 6T QuEGETY )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

At what price are you selling the seedling

o OER edda Boon

(8o apréd’ Caprs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

The seedlings which were bought at those high prices
are going at Rs. 7.50. Those are the seedlings.

coEEs dueml oo
(Bm. BEECEATE ) gmc&@:ﬁ'rq)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Take, for instance, Marandawila in Bingiriya.
102,000 nuts have been purhased at Rs. 3,350 in July

this year. Why did you pay that ?

oOER etids Bomm

(8h. apreé’ Ganrs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

This veuar the prices have been brought down,

oD Soeemtl @oom
(Bh. wgmgoet muaGsTy)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

cogEs dwemil oo
(Bm swemguwe muiEblETly )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
How much ?

0 dEh eddd ooy
(8m. apré’ Ganrs)
{Mr. Harold Herat)
Must be about Rs. 5.

coE@s dwemil Som

(Hm. vsglosh guiSblaTi )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Please let us know. You cannot say “must be about™.

oOED etids Boon

@ aprér Ganrs)
{Mr. Harold Herat)

We were selling at Rs. 5 at the beginning —

CHEes dusmil Som

(8. wsbguweir guEGsTy )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

No, Sir. When we wanted to buy our seed nuts it was

Rs. 7.50. The reason is that you are paying high prices

for the nuts. 1 know that. Why are you doing that ?

oSER etids oo,

(B®. anral Conrd)
(Mr, Harold Herat)

Last year, even the sale of nuts was at Rs. 5.50 or Rs.
6 to the commercial market. So you cannot get seed
nuts cheaper than that.

Marandawila ? The hon. Deputy Minister knows
about Bingiriva area because it is his electorate. T will
tell vou the ligures. At Rs. 3.387.50 you paid to
Marandawila on 21.6.85 for 102,000 nuts and Rs.
345,525 has been paid out  The farm gate price is Rs.
33K ets,

S. B &d. ¢ 8¢ Bom
(Bm. of. af. srev. 5 Fedour)

(Mr. G. V. S. de Silva)

You cannot get seed nuts cheap.

o SER eddss @omm
(8. anrel Ganrs)

OOES eids Swon
(Mr. Harold Herat)

(B apri’ Camrs) : C
(Mr. Harold Herat) I am surprised that you are making this sort of
It will be 25 per cent more than the copra price. allegation.
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&, B. od. ¢ B Boo

(8w of. af. eTe. 5 Fedeur)

(Mr. G. V. S. de Silva)

Sir, in selecting the seed nuts you have to be very
careful. In fact it costs more. Extra expenditure is
incurred. In very many places they climb the tree and
pluck the nuts. They do not allow the nuts to fall down
to the ground because it damages the nuts. I suppose all
those seeds must have been plucked like that.

coues Soemd B0

(. waigoer QuECST)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

In Marandawila it is picked from the heap. That is
where it is wrong. I am not blaming the Hon Minister
at all because he does not know.

g B od ¢ 8G) oo

(Bm of. of. erov. 5 Flbour)

(Mr. G. V. S. de Silva)

I must congratulate the Hon. Minister. I must
mention that there is a gradual and significant increase
in coconut production. Of course, in 1983 and 1984
there was a drop in production due to very severe
drought but in 1985 they hope to get 2,700 million nuts
which is about an increase of 40 per cent over 1983.

There is also Government assistance to coconut
development. From a sum of R. 17 million given in
1977, in 1984 it has gone up to a sum of R, 231.2
million. So that is a very creditable thing. so about
thirteen-fold assistance has been given by the
Government in this connection.

The Hon. Minister has given about Rs. 33 million for
research work. Sir, this is a very creditable thing. I am
told that the research done by these officers was
responsible for recommending a cheap and efficient
fertilizer mixture. the hon. Member for Devinuwara
(Mr. P. S. L. Galappatthy) was mentioning about
fertilizer. The research officers are doing everything
possible. They go and test the soil and according to the
soil they recommend the fertilizer mixture.

I am very glad that the Hon. Minister has managed
to fntroduce the soft credit scheme for the purchase of
fertilizer. Sir, 1 was informed that up to 1984 Rs. 58
million had been lent to the coconut producers. The
Hon. Minister and his Board, through the Bank of
Ceylon and the People’s Bank, had lent Rs. 58 million
to the coconut producers for the purchase of fertilizer.
That is a very creditable thing.

Then, the Hon. Minister has increased the number of
extension officers and field assistants. This is a very
important thing especially in the rural areas. For
example, in Chilaw and the Coconut Trinagle areas a
lot of people are engaged in the cultivation of coconut
but in arcas where you find smallholders, 1 would

7-A087510(85/12)
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request the Hon. Minisier to see that more officers are
appointed and they are paid some travelling. In fact
there have been complaint from several officer that the
travelling paid to them is inadequate at the moment to
go to distant places. Due to this difficulty those officers
may not be able to give of their best to the coconut
producers.

I also must thank the Hon. Minister for introducing
subsidy schemes. He has introduced six subsidy
schemes. | must say that he has increased the subsidy
scheme fivefold and the coconut producers are very
happy about it.

Sir, at present the cost of production of a nut is about
64 cents and it is being sold at about 70 cents. Sir, that
price is not economical for a coconut producer. Towards
the end of last year a nut was sold at Rs. 1 and the
producer got a profit of 36 cents. In future it will be
difficult for a coconut producer to survive at the
prevailing price of 64 cents per nut. At the moment, in
some places a nut is sold at between 70 and 75 cents.
Therefore, 1 would request the Hon. Minister to go into
this matter and see in what way he can help the
small-holder.

I must also congratulate your research officers
because through their efforts we have been abie to
produce desiccated coconut from green nuts rather than
from seasoned nuts which we have been producing
hitherto. 1 wonder how far the production has gone
commercially. This may not be a fesible thing, but I
must congratulate the research officers for doing this
experiment. They have also experimented on producing
vinegar from nut water,

Sir, I am told that in decentralizing your
administration you are puting up 16 regional and
sub-regional offices. I saw one building at Kalutara. It
is a fine building. You are at the moment putting up a
building in Galle. Sir, 1 wish to mention that you are
putting up a building in the Akmeemana
Electorate — may be that you have not been able to find
a suitable land — which is mostly a tea area. 1 think if
you had put up this building either in the Ratgama
Electorate or in the Habraduwa Electorate it would
have been more useful to the small-holder. In my
electorate there are 8,500 acres of coconut mostly
owned by smallholders. Now the coconut producers
from my electorate may not be able to go to the
Labuduwa farm in Akmeemana due to transport
problems. It is very difficult to get buses and therefore
our people, the ordinary farmer, the poor farmer. to
whom you are catering, might not be able to go there as
frequently as he should go. If you had put it up along
the coastline it would have been very useful. I do not
think that you can do anything about it now because
yvou have already started the building complex.
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[£. B od. ¢ BED: Dom]

Anyway, I hope it will be useful but I have some
reservations in my mind that it might not be as useful as
you thought it would be because the farmer might not
be able to go to Akmeemana often. Now, the Ratgama
clectorate has about 8,000 acres and I have about 8,500
acres of smallholdings. No doubt, you are putting up
this building to help the smallholder.

Lo
(plovaur)
{The Chairman)

Order, please ! Your time is up.

& D od ¢ 86D o

(8w gf. of. ero. 3 Febour)

(Mr. G. V. S. de Silva)

I would like to make a request to set-up some
demonstration plots for the popularization of fertilizer.
That is very important.

Now, I must mention that the cost of production of a
nut is sixty-four cents and you sell it for sevenly cents or
one rupee. There is hardly any difference. So, people
might think of not fertilizing their coconut property
with the result production might come down. I would
like to request you to set up some demonstration sites
within our area, either in the Ratgama Electorate or in
the Habraduwa Electorate for the popularization of the
use of fertilizer and other inputs and also to take steps
Lo increase the divisions of research. You are now doing
a lot of research in your area at the Coconut Research
Institute and that is very useful and a lot of people in
that part of the country make use of it, but this is not
well known to the people in the Southern Province. So, 1
would request that you take steps to increase the
diffusion of research findings to farmers.

¢ o 345

Now, in my area there is a magnesium deficiency and
I would like to bring it to the notice of the Hon.
Minister. There is a strong deficiency in magnesium
and I would rquest that the research officers be sent to
that area in order to see how far they can help these
farmers. 1 would also request the establishment of a
sub-office in my Electorate because Akmeemana is too
far away and it is difficult to go there. Then I would
also request that legal action - the hon. Member for
Kotmale mentioned this - be taken to prevent
indiscriminate felling of coconut trees because a lot of
people are felling coconut trees indiscriminately. T also
request that legal action be taken to prevent people
from cutting coconut flowers and tender leaves of
coconut trees in our area. I think the Deputy Speaker
knows that every time there is a funeral gok kola is
being cut and by this the trees suffer. If there is a
possibility. 1 would request that some legal action on

silaTgloclntaNal

588

this question be taken and also on the plucking of young
coconuts. No doubt that when you pluck young
coconuts you get a better crop next time but
unfortunately it is not a useful thing.

I know that you are doing the Ambakale Irrigation
Scheme. I would request tht some irrigation schemes be
started in our area also.

Once again T must congratulate the Hon. Minister,
all the Research Officers and also the officers of the
Board on the excellent work they have done and I wish
they will continue to do this in the future also.

sedimndc . D8. o, 8. sl Pom (BScni)
(maigShu srflf) e, eneu. stev. . Capré — afiflurs)
(Dr. 8. Y. S. B. Herat - Hiriyala)

I thank you very much for the courtesy extended to
me in giving a few minutes to speak on the Votes of this
Ministry. I certainly will not usurp the time of the
Minister but having listened to the discussion that went
on in the House and also being a representative of the
Kurunegala District which, as everybody knows, is a
part of the coconut triangle, I thought I should express
a few ideas regarding the industry.

In the first instance, I would like to urge the Hon.
Minister to address his mind to the provision of a basic
price for the sellers of coconut. It has been found that in
many instances the coconut producers have increased
the wages of the workers on the coconut estates. We
have also observed that in the manurial programmes
that have been started the cost of ‘manuring has gone
up. We also find at times that with the enhanced
expenditure for coconut cultivation suddenly the
purchase of nuts and the productions start falling.
When this takes place the amount of money earned by
the coconut owner and the worker on a coconut estate
comes down in a very drastic manner, Under those
circumstances, it has been found that it might not be
productive to maintain such estates. Therefore, [
request the hon. Minister to consider the fixing of a
basic price for the seller to market his nuts. If this is
done, then many of the coconut estates will be able to
continue their manurial programmes and at the same
time pay the enhanced wages to the worker population
on those lands.

Next I would request the Hon. Minister to pay due
consideration to the manurial programmes for coconut
estates as proposed by the hon. Member for
Devinuwara. It is not correct to state that a particular
district requires a ¢ertain quantity of ‘N’ manure,
another requires a certain guantity of ‘P’ manure and
the rest nitrate fertilizers. It is easy for-one to say, we

ill always administer manures in the NPK fertilizer
complex. This, I think should be considered further to
sce that the quantity of each fertilizer content should be
according to the representative factors of the area
concerned.
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Having said that, I would like again to urge the Hon,
Minister to consider the deprived estates. When I say
“deprived estates”, I refer to the fertilizer required due
to the complex nature of the soil in those estates. Most
of the coconut estates have deteriorated today.
Therefore, 1 think again it would be worth while to
continue the structure of programmes in coconut estates
together with the structure of the soil that is available.

Next, without wasting time again, 1 would like to
mention the intercropping system. There are estates
that have been continuously carrying out intercropping.
It is good to carry out intercropping. But when we
consider the complex of coconut that have been planted
at a distance of either 28 ft. x 28 ft. or 32 ft. x 32 ft,,
intercropping becomes a problem, if larger trees are
being grown. It may serve the prupose of cultivating
items such as coffee. Coffia robusta is the one that is
proposed. Earlier they have been cultivating coffia
arabica, but it has been found in those estates that the
cultivation of coffee was getting less and less due to
attack by pests. We could progress with the cultivation
of coffee with intercropping and at the same time
consider cultivating plants such as the condiment
complex.

Next 1 would like to mention the feasibility of
cultivating coconut today. If the Hon. Minister would
certainly address his mind to giving a basic price for the
seller for his nuts and also have a controlling effect on
the fertilizer charges that are levied on the estates, then
I think the coconut cultivation will be most meaningful
and it will be possible for most of the coconut owners
and cultivators to maintain their products.

At this moment [ would also wish to say that in the
production of oil for the DC market the Hon. Minister
should get his scientists to address their minds to the
rancidity factor in coconut oil today. Most of us who are
engaged in manufacturing coconut products and
coconut oil know that it is a big problem when rancidity
comes into oil production.

Next | would request the Hon. Minister again to
address his mind to the provision of a copra structure
free of fungus. Fungus on copra has become a
tremendous problem to most of the coconut growers. As
one would know if a single black spot appears on a white
copra then the sale price comes down.

I thank you very much for having given me the
privilege of saying these few words because it was most
amusing to hear the hon. Member for Attanagalla say
that sophistication should not be introduced to coconut
cultivation today. I think he is talking of things you find
in the archives and he will be like a museum piece if he
does not direct his mind today to sophistication in the
cultivation of coconut in a coconut growing area.

1085 e ®as 2

590

HSED s v

B apréc Gaprs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

Mr. Chairman Sir, I thank hon. Members on both
sides of the House for their valuable contributions in
this Debate. 1 thank them for their suggestions and I
wish to inform all Members that I will be giving due
consideration to every point raised by them, but I wish
to answer a few matters specially raised by the hon.
Member for Attanagalla.

This question about the price difference at the farm
and for the consumer has been very often raised and it is
a well known fact, Sir, that right through the ages the
consumer nut is purchased by the middle man at a
higher rate than the normal price of coconut in any
area. It is what you call © " and they have to
pay a higher price. And if the consumer is paying
between Rs. 1.30 to 2.00 per nut I think the middle man
has absorbed a fair amount of profit, there is not doubt.
But today it must be taken into consideration that there
is the high cost of husking, the high cost of transport
and various other matters which come in between the
farm gate price and what the consumer has got to pay.
But whatever it is I am happy that although last year at
this time the consumer was paying something between
Rs. 5 to Rs. 7 per coconut for domestic use, for kitchen
use, the burden has been greatly relieved this year
mainly because of high production. The only answer for
high prices or one of the answers for high prices is high
production in any commodity. Let it be an agricultural
product or any other product. when there is high
production the prices tend to come down.

The hon. Member for Attanagalla has raised a series
of matters as usual.

CoEes duemd Bom
(8m. ey guECsTy )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

1 am sorry.

0 SED edds @om

B poréc. aprs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

No, it is a pleasure to see you do so. But I should say
that there are certain matters which are beyond my
control. Matters like the exporters exporting without
paying customs duty do not come within my purview, It
is purely a customs matter. But all matters which are
brought to my notice will be looked into if they affect
the coconut industry as such.

The oil produced by the CDA at one time, in 1985-all
that oil was sold for export. It was sold to the highest
‘oreign price obtained tenders were called for and it
was sold to the highest bidder. It was not released to the
local market as such, The Coconut Development
Authority has not bought any copra.
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[ 5@0 st Bom]

As regards this much commented seedling matter, the
Hon. District Minister showed me the questionnaire
which the hon. Member for Attanagalla had addressed
to the Hon. Minister of Plantation and had obtained
certain information. But there is one question which I
think should not have been answered because the hon.
Member for Attanagalla had asked how many Coconut
trees were planted in 1984,

coues Swoemmd) Bomm

(Bm wsigwsr PuiGsry.)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
That is a typing error !

o dEh edcs 8mmn

B® eoréd’ Gavrs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

As regards the seed nuts purchase, as the hon.
Member for Attanagalla mentioned, certain people
raised their eye-brows at the price paid for seed nuts
because these seed nuts caused a lot of jealousy amongst
some coconut land owners due to the price that some
coconut land owners obtained. We just cannot go on
planting any seed nuts in this country. The demand for
seed nuts has gone up by ten-fold. In 1977 only 775,000,
that is about 7 lakhs of seedlings were issued to the
whole island. The demand is so great now that we issued
about 2 million seedlings. We have to see that good
quality seedlings are issued. That is one thing. Of
course, as my friend the hon. Member for Attanagalla
said, when there is good weather, and fertilizer imports
are going up, the cost of production is high. But with
this good weather of one year, you cannot expect a 40
per cent leap in coconut production in this country. So
the Coconut Cultivation Board has a majr task in
collecting good seed material. It is not so easy. It has to
be collected from mother palms. When the quantity is
not enough one has to go in for what is called
block-nuts. They go to the best estates in the country.
From the list, the hon. Member I think must be satisfied
that except from very large estates, very high quality
nuts have been purchased. Because even from the
block-nuts, I hear that they do a very fine selection. In
fact, I asked them the method they use to select the
seedlings - whether the land owners are satisfied with
this 25 per cent more for the seed nuts. Because they go
an upset the whole heap of coconuts of the land
owners - the entire coconut heap is in sixes and sevens.
They select the best nuts and then they leave the
balance. Then what happens ? The normal coconut
dealers offer the land owners less than what he was
paying before. He says, “All the best nuts are gone.
Now you are offering me what is left, and this what I
am going to pay you.” In the long run, those land
owners especially who were given small quantities of
seed nuts, do not stand to benefit. In fact, it is one of the
biggest tasks we have in this country, When the
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Ministry was created we had twelve or thirteen
nurseries. Now we have thirty two nurseries, and we
have to issue good quality seedlings all over the country.
Last year the price was Rs. 7.50 per nut because
coconut prices were very high, copra prices were also
very high, and over that they had to pay 25 per cent
more. So some people got Rs. 8 per nut and some others
got Rs. 7.50 per nut. Some of the land owners had a
very fine time last year. No wonder they are grumbling
when the prices have come down to Re. 1.50 and
Rs.2.00. Of course, the nuts we are buying this year for
the nurseries will be sold in 1986 at lower price.

There was a very good suggestion made by the hon.
Member for Attanagalla regarding export promotion.
We have to concentrate more and more on export
promotion of coconut products for the simple reason
that the high production is going to continue for some
time. So we have to siphon off the extra production, the
exportable surplus, to our traditional buyers and, if
possible, to new buyers as well. That needs a fair
amount of export promotion.

With regard to the MTIP programme, I must say
that it has not taken off the ground yet. This matter will
be discussed further with the World Bank team in
March 1986, and 1 shall take into consideration the
suggestions made by the hon. Member for Attanagalla
before finilizing the MTIP programme.

With regard o the question of coconut paste raised
during the discussion, there was a committee set up by
the CISIR and the coconut Research Institute. This
committee suggested that we shoud have a substitute
for fresh coconut. One was bottle milk and the other
coconut paste. We have asked for MTIP assistance in
this regard.

COWRs Lasmd @mm

(8. wagwer gusCary)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

It gives us the processing development for coconut
milk and coconut paste.

ooEh eddds @won

(§m. apré Gaprs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

We have asked for MTIP assistance regarding this
matter. furthermore, Nestles'Limited have gone very
far into the spray dried milk project. But so far they
have not got approval for this project. I think it will be a
major breakthrough if the FIAC grants them the
approval. We could save a lot of coconut which is
wasted in the kitchen.

Then a question was raised with regard to irrigation
of coconut lands. This is something that came under
very special attention at the time we had severe drought
in this country. We wanted to find out whether in some
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areas we could have irrigated coconut lands. Some
countries do this though it is unknown in our country.
experiments have proved that even without fertilizing
you can get a three fold crop if you irrigate your
coconut lands. But we have not worked out the
economics of it and what the best and cheapest system
of irrigation for coconut is. These are matters which are
receiveing consideration. We have done some irrigation
system in Ambakelle on a CRI estate but 1 do not think
that is the ideal method of irrigation. In fact, we had a
seminar on this matter and several experts discussed the
irrigation of coconut lands.

[ would next come to the matters raised by the hon.
Member for Kotmale (Mr. Ananda Dassanayake). He
impressed us very much with his views on intercropping
of coconut and livestock farming. He touched on the
very important area of intercropping, but I must say
this cannot be done in all parts of the Island except in
the wet zone and the intermediate zone where there is
some rainfall. Otherwise we can do it with irrigation.
That is why we are studying all this to see whether we
can give irrigation facilities to those areas. Ultimately,
as the hon. Member mentioned, it is coconut that will be
benefited by intercropping. That is one angle. By
intercropping we are also going to raise the economic
standards of the small farmer. He will get a better
income. Income countries they are doing intercropping
on a massive scale.

& B &d. ¢ &¢D 8o
(§m. gf. af. srev. 5 Pebeur)
(Mr. G. V. S. de Silva)
Malaysia.

MSED edds @om

(B aprél Ganrs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

Yes, so that people do not depend on their livelihood
or income on a mono or single crop. This is because
when the market fluctuates they can give up one crop
entirely and earn their income from the other crop.
They will have an alternative source of income. We are
therefore going in for intercropping in a big way.

There is also the matter of animal husbandry and the
old system of fertilizer application in coconut lands. The
CRI says that what we should do is to see that we cut
down the fertilizer bill of the landowner. One way of
doing this, because of the high cost of fertilizer, is to
have animal husbandry. I thank the hon. Member for
Kotmale for his valuable suggestions. Though we at
times exchange words we are very good friends. He is a
very good agriculturist. He is interested not only in
coconut but also in tea and rubber, and now I find that
he is interested in intercropping and animal husbandry.
his field has no limits. He is master of most subjects
spoken in this House.

1985 ece®@ad 2

594

S CLmmE TN
(Bo ebs sevpruss)
(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)
Through my experience.

mSEh eddd Bom

(B porac Ganrs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

Yes, through his experience. That is why the hon.
Member threw that book to a side and spoke from his
experience. | thank him for his valuable suggestions.

My good friend the hon. Member for Habaraduwa
(Mr. G. V. S. de Silva) had a grouse that the regional
office has been sited at Akmeemana. Where these
regional offices are concerned, we get the advice of the
district Minister. We tried our very best to get some
land but failed in all our efforts, and this place at
Akmeemana was the only place left. The hon. Member
for Habaraduwa came in later when everything was
finalized. We got this piece of land with great difficulty.
The regional office is situated next to the Agrarian
Services Centre. A number of government offices have
come up in that vicinity, and I do not think iit is possible
at this stage to reconsider the sitting of the office. Of
course, if the hon. Member had come to us before we
started on this we may have reconsidered this, because
the hon. Member was about to offer some land when we
had already decided on this site.

&. B &d ¢ 8D 8o

(B\m. gf. of. erev. 5 Févsur)

(Mr. G. V. S. de Silva)

I would like you to open a sub-office, if possible, in
my electorate.

0 d@h edids @
(8- epré’ Ganrs)
(Mr. Harold Herat)

I will consider that.

The hon. Member for Habaraduwa also referred to
the indiscriminate cutting down of trees. | think some
legislation on the matter will be brought before this
House very soon. A large acreage of coconut is being
unnecessarily cut down for various things. Nearly
80,000 acres of coconut, according to the agricultural
census, have been cut down for various development
projects like housing, electricity, telephones,
playgrounds, bus depots and so on. There is no end. We
must have some sort of restriction placed. We must
have some sort of legislation to cover this.

HDBE {EmED BHmn

(B yerps SepTLES)
(Mr. Ananda Dassanayake)
Not only coconut lands but even tea and paddy lands.
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MSED edsd @wom

(Bo pord’ Ganrs)
(Mr. Harold Herat)

The acreage has declined because of that. [ thank the
hon. Member for Devinuwara and the hon. Member for
Hiriyala for their contributions. Coming to the subject
of the coconut industry itself, I would like to give a brief
account of the progress that we have made, especially
during 1985. (Interruption). Tissue culture is very
important, Sir. The CRI has made a fairly good
breakthrough in tissue culture. Of course, now we are
able Lo raise the seedling not from the tissue itself but
from the germ, and they have been planted on the soil. |
think it is a major breakthrough. The actual tissue plant
has not been successful. 1 think experiments are going
on.

Now, Sir. according to the Central Bank Bulletin.
production was 1,177 million nuts by the end of June.
According to our estimates, it was 2,033 million by the
end of September. By the end of the year it will reach
2,700 million — a 40 per cent increase over 1984. With
the increase in production processing also has increased.
Up to the end of September the main kernel products
produced were : copra 142,395 metric tons, coconut oil
85,441 metric tons, poonac 42,720 metric tons, and
desiccated coconut 39,335 metric tons. We have also
been able, Sir, to export a record quantity of coconut
and coconut products during this year. The share of
exports as a percentage of total production has
increased from the annual average of about 25 per cent
to 37 per cent this year, and the increase in terms of nut
equivalent of kernel product exports is over 250 per
cent.

The actual exports up to the end of November is as
follows. I am comparing this with 1984, but when we
compare even for the last ten years of coconut
production, this year we have produced more and
exported more. We have an increase in exports of
coconut oil. In 1984 it was 7,506 metric tons. In 1985
from January to November we have exported 58,825
metric tons, which is a percentagewise increase of 683
per cent, Desiccated coconut exports in 1984 was
26,456 metric tons and this year it is 47,017 metric tons.
an increase of 77.7 per cent. Copra has increase from
2,030 metric tons to 7,270 metric tons, an increase of
258 per cent. Then we have also exported, for the first
time this year, coconut cream. We have exported 400
metric tons of coconut cream. As for fresh nuts, which
the hon. Member for Attanagalla was very keen about,
we have exported up to the end of November 8.5 million
nuts, which is an increase of 119 per cent as compared
to last year.-(Interruption). But in 1977 you will be
surprised to hear that not a single fresh nut was
exported.

CoERs Swemd ooy

(B wagwer muwsCsmg)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

We did not allow it at that time.

DEEEDSnD
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HOER eddn @mmm

(B apréc Banrs)
(Mr. Harold Herat)

You did not allow it because you were short of nuts,
You had to run your factories.

CuEEs Sweems @mmm
(Bl wasguwsir gpuiEGary )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Naturally !

0 IED edds @mem

(8. aprs Canré)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

So now we are having an excess. We are going to
export. Year after year we will be catching up. You
cannot ban markets and catch markets as you like. It
takes a little time. So give us a little time : we will do it ;
we are doing it.—(Jaterruption) You are marking time, [
know why you are marking time.

Then exports of fibre products have been about the
same. Then we see an increase in exports of activated
carbon. It has increased from 1,531 metric tons last
year to 2,850 metric tons, an increase of 86 per cent.

Increased exports, in spite of the fall in the unit prices
in the second half of the year, have increased the foreign
exchange earnings from January to October by 81 per
cent, from Rs. 1,516 million in 1984 to Rs. 2,742
million in 1983,

Increased exports, inspite of the fall in unit prices in
the second half of the year, have increased the foreign
exchange earnings from January to October by 81 per
cent from Rs. 1,516 million in 1984 to Rs. 2,742 million
in 1985,

In previous debates on the Floor of this House I have
referred to the adverse effects of bad weather on
coconut production. This year, obviously, the
favourable weather conditions have contributed to
increased production. For example, in the coconut
triangle, the average rainfall in 1983 was only 58
inches ; in 1984 it went up to 96.5 inches.

However, favourable weather by itself could not have
vielded such a phenomenal increase in production if
other factors were not present to benefit from the good
weather. The Central Bank Bulletin refers to the
increase in the use of fertilizer. In 1984 the use of
coconut fertilizer went up by 41 per cent to a total of
49,422 metric tons. This was made possible by the
efforts of my Ministry to increase the availability of
credit for fertilizer through the national banks that is
the People’s Bank and the Bank of Ceylon. The actual
amount of credit granted went up from Rs. 6.4 million
in 1983 to Rs. 17.1 million in 1984, an increase of 167
per cent. 1 am also happy to note that. in spite of the fall
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in cocnut prices, the use of fertilizer has not come down
in 1985 — at lest up to the end of September. In fact, it
has gone up marginally from 27,118 metric tons in 1984
to 28,144 metric tons in 1983.

Apart from favourable weather and enhanced use of
fertilizer several other measures taken by Ministry from
its inception would have had a cumulative effect to
bring about the high level of production recorded this
year. The following arc some of the more significant
measures -

Cultivation subsidies were increased and now cover a
wide range including rehabilitation, under planting,
replanting, new planting and planting and
intercropping. The hon. Member for Kotmale was very
keen about that, Sir. There is a subsidy even for a few
trees — in lands under the extent of one acre. We give a
subsidy of Rs. 50 per plant. Between 1978 to September
1985, over 257,000 acres have benefited by these
subsidies and the amount paid is about Rs. 160 million.

As regards the supply of good seed material, one of
the most essential things in this entire exercise, we have
increased the number of nurseries from 19 to 32. The
annual supply increased from 875,000 in 1977 to nearly
two million seednuts in 1984.

coEss Saemi Snm
{(Bm. sosagLossr gouiGlETY )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

How many acres ?

SR eBss Bvm

(8. anréol Gaprs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

They should cover about 250.000 acres. If you
calculate the number of seedlings and divide it by
65 (Interruption) — three million.

@ugTsens

(B S BouT 9@591?)

(A Member)

250.000 acres ? 1 do not think that is the correct

figure.

oSEh sdds @mon

(o poré’ Conrs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

No. what you have to do is to divide 14.54 miilion by
65. Then you would get the acreage.

Then, two additional seed gardens are now under
preparation at Makandura and Maduru-Oyva Lo assist
the supplement of seednuts from Ambakelle Sced
Garden.
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The number of Regional Offices increased to 16. The
extension staff has been increased and we have a
training centre established at Lunuwila. This Centre
has carried out several training programmes both for
managerial staff as well as field officers.

In the area of processing “a development package”
was carried out spending over Rs. 18 million from the
Mill Development Fund, established for the purpose. As
a result, 29 — 25 DC Mills have been fully upgraded and
another 25 — 30 have carried out a limited programme
of devleopment.

This year both salmonella contamination and
rejection of DC produced - has been reduced to the
minimum, Major buyers have expressed their
satisfaction. A similar programme with a Government
subsidy has benefited about 250 fibre mills. 21 new
coconut oil mills have been set up for 1978 to 1984.

In both cultivation and processing, we have had the
support of external agencies, like the Integrated Rural
Development Projects in Kurunegala, Puttalam and in a
limited way, in Hambantota and Matara.

In the East Coast, Sir, with assistance from EEC and
the Italian Government they made it possible for us to
completely rehabilitate 30,000 acres of coconut affected
by the 1978 cyclone. The total cost is Rs. 160 million.

Supported by the ADB and 1FAD the Coconut
Development Project provides assistnce to the coconut
cultivation in six Districts in addition to upgrading of
infrastructure facilities on coconut research, extension
and marketing and modernization of the pricing sector.
The total funds avilable is Rs. 750 million, out of which
Rs. 146, million is for mill modernization.

This will be taken in hand in 1986. We are starting
this.

The Tropical Research and Development Institute
(TDRI) - of UK has also helped us in designing a Waste
Heat Unit, Fluid Bed Dryer and an improved Drum
Plant all of which will be applied on commercial basis
during the next 3 vears.

In marketing we have achieved considerable success
in exports and foreign exchange earnings. as |
mentioned carlier in my speech. However. farm-gate
prices have come down considerably during the latter
half of this year. Here too. we have taken several sieps

Copra auctions were resumed and over 100,000
metric tons of copra have been transacted through the
auctions. These copra auctions werc started. Sir. after a
lapse ol 13 years.

Over 10,000 metric tons of coconut oil was purchased
under the price stabilization scheme.
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[93E8 st @]

The co-operatives were given loans amounting to Rs,
3.5 million by the CDA, for purchase of coconut and
setting up copra kilns.

BCC was also given two loans amounting to Rs. 20
million for purchase of copra and another Rs. 5 million
against purchase of oil. (Interruption)-1t is functioning
satisfactorily. I think we must congratulate the new
Competent Authority,

CBEes Swemd Bom

(Bln. eosmgioeir BuUiGaTy )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

The policeman who is doing very well.

0;SE0 edds Bom
Em. aoréc Ganrs)
(Mr. Harold Herat)

He is doing very well.

¥ dwemd ooy
(Bm. wamgwsir gudGary )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

I hope you are not taking the accounts of Orient
Company and setting it off against the BCC.

OmSED eddy Bom

(Bo. porac Gaprs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

No. It is running on a separate account.

CHERs dwemmd Boom
(8. wsigwsr guidsry)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Now this is a promise that you are going to give ?

dER e @omn
(8m. anré Canrs)
(Mr. Harold Herat)
Yes.

CHWIS Swemmd ooy

(Bn. wamswer PuiGsry)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

That in future you are not going to make use of
Orient Company profits against BCC. Will the Hon.
Minister give us that promise ? Orient Company is a
liquor company.

DSED sddT Bmen

(o avrd Gaprs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

All accounts are kept separately. We are not making
use of those profits to run the oil mill.

CHEEs Soemd Soon

(Bl wsmqwer puitsny)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

According to the figures, Sir, I notice there is Rs. 20
million profit of Orient Company. Rs. 23 million loss of
BCC has been transferred to the BCC accounts books
and a loss of Rs. 23 million is shown.

SEe®aind
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0 IEE edds Ba-m

(B® aorér Ganrs)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

Orient Company is not going to make a profit this
year because there are no tourists. Orient Company was
always making a profit on the sale of liquor.

CHERS dcemd) @mem
(Bl wamgwsr guatang)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)
Yes. That is what I say.

0 SE0 edsd won

(8o porér Ganrs)
{Mr. Harold Herat)

It has dropped considerably. It is very likely that this
year we may run into losses.

CEPs Saeemd Svo

(815 wasguost guaétsry)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Even the Orient Company is it going to be
privatized ?

D SER eSSy Bmen
(8o gorér Ganrs)
(Mr. Harold Herat)
No.

An export floor price for DC was maintained till
June, 1985.

Some of these measures such as the purchase of coconut
oil by the CDA and the export floor price on DC had to
be given up due to a number of reasons, including the
opposition of the trade, but I must mention that in spite
of the unprecedental increase in production which
commenced towards the end of 1984, the farm gate
prices remained at a comparatively high level up to
August, 1985, and the average from January to August
was Rs. 1,690 per 1,000 nuts.

The GOBU of BBC also comes under the purview of
my Ministry. This organization has contributed its
share and between 1978 and 1984 has earned profits
totalling over Rs. 80 million. During this period it has
recorded a loss only in 1983. However, taken in general
the position in and after 1983 has caused much concern,
The previous Competent Authority, Mr. K. I. de Silva,
incidentally, I must place on record that he resigned on
his own us he wanted to revert to his legal practice. He
had brought out some changes in the marketing and
soap departments, which have yielded results. But the
performance of the oil mill was distressing and we were
thinking of leasing it out to the private sector as a
temporary measure. However, with the appointment of
the new Competent Authority Mr. S, S. Joseph, I find
that there is some improvement there also and I hope
we do not have to take any drastic action. The main
problem for this undertaking is that it has no working
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capital of its own — it has to depend on bank overdraft,
at very high interest. The Government has not given any
funds, instead the BBC has paid up Rs. 33 million by
way of liabilities carried over from the company days.

As in the past four years, i have made available to the
Hon. Members a document setting out the performance
of my Ministry. “Progress 1985~ which gives an account
of work carried out from 1978 to 1984, the performance
in 1985 up to September 1985 and the Ministry’s
programme of work for 1986 with all targets. I hope the
Hon. Members will have the time at least after the
Debate to glance through the document. In any case, for
purposes of record I table* statisticcal information
pertaining to production, processing and marketing of
coconut for 1978 to 1985.

In conclusion, 1 wish to thank all officials of my
Ministry ; the Secretary, the Chauirman of the CDA,
the Chairman of all the Boards, the Competent
Authority of the BBC, the Directors of all the Boards
and everyone who has contributed his share in making
this year 1985 an all-round successful year for the
coconut industry except for the fairly low prices or
rather uneconomical prices that we are receiving at this
time.

As regards prices, I should like to offer an
explanation to this House. Production has skyrocketted
not only here. Philippines is catching up and we find a
glut of coconut oil in the world market. In addition to
this glut we find other vegetable oils ; that have come in
like palm oil, palm kernel oil, soya oil, ground nut oil
etc. all these have caused a terrific depression in the
world oil market.

The hon. Member for Attanagalla knows very well
that the coconut oil market is the coconut market. That
is where the price of coconuts is determined.

I wish to report sdme drastic statements which had
been made by the Director of the Asian and Pacific
Coconut Community when he addressed a conference. I
think that will be very useful because this is a matter
which is the concern of most coconut growers and they
find that it is rather difficult to maintain their estates.
These are the comments of Mr. Punchihewa, the
Executive Director of Asian and Pacific Coconut
Community that came out in the monthly bulletin :

“With this glut the world prices of vegetable oil will come under
heavy pressure and is expected to come down further. The most
affected is coconut oil. Current prices are at a discount to palm oil
and soya oil. Coconut oil is almost doing a nose dive and perhaps
could result in a total crash”.

These are his comments. Anyway, we are watching —
* odNd Pomoed og od o

e anrufaflpyEalld srown Gevegy.
Produced at end of speech.
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CuEds dwem) Bom

(8'n. ewsigwelr puwECsTyy)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

How are you going to counteract that type of

situation ?

3o SHoyEh

(s2%veutt)

(The Chairman)

Order, please ! The Hon. Minister has only two more

minutes.

CoEes dasemd) Bom

(8w wsmgosr guiblsry )

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

The Hon. Minister has made a very drastic
statement. It is going to affect our markets in time to
come. Even the prices might depress some more. How
are you going to face that ?

SEh edds Swmm

B poré Gaprg)

{MTr. Harold Herat)

As you say, I think, the most important arm that we
have to strengthen is market promotion, export
promotion and market intelligence. This is the arm
which we will have to strengthen. I do hope that ther
will be some sort of strengthening of the market at least
in 1986. But with this high production continuing I am
wondering whether we would have much relief where
the prices are concerned. Of course, where desiccated
coconut is concerned we are catching up with more
sophisticated markets like Canada, USA and Australia,
They, of course, want the fancy grade, highest hygenic
conditions and more sophisticated factories to produce
the DC. That is one of the reasons why we made that
suggestion in the MTIP asking for assistance for an
ultra-modern mill. — (Interruption). Yes, we will have
to go on upgrading these mills. These are old mills. In
fact our DC mills, oil mills and fibre mills are very old.
A programme has been set apace and it is going on. We
have to gradually upgrade the. I am happy to mention
in my report that we have upgraded a number of DC
mills but to come up to a standard to capture those
markets we have a fairly long way to go.

CEds Swemmd o

(Bm. wsguwer guiGsry)

(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Has the Hon. Minister worked out a down-stream
development of coconut products — from coconut oil,
DC, copra and fibre — because for the last 150 years we
have been producing this type of raw material ? Have
you got any plan to down-stream them ?

o SEd eddd Som

(8m. aorsé” Canrd)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

You mean to go into more value added products,
more finished products ?
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CrEEs dwemd Bwon
(Bm. ewasguen gudGsry )
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody)

Yes.

OOER edds Snmm

(Bn apra Gaprg)

(Mr. Harold Herat)

We are going in gradually. In lact 1 have mentioned
that we have exported 400 metric tons of coconut

somelcs 8o odo g¢ 3o8de -
st g maudsiin’ e pemmTesar

Document tabled :

=S eBDD
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cream. We are going in for bottles. Then we are going in
for spray dried coconut powder. Where fibre is
concerned, | think, we have tremendously increased our
export of finished products. As you mentioned, our
future lies in going for more and more value added
products and going down-stream from the normal

pattern that we have followed over the past years.

COCONUT PRODUCTION, PROCESSING AND MARKETING, 1977 AND 1983 — 1985

Percentage Increase Over

1977 1983 1984 1985* 1977 1983 1984

1. Total Coconut Production Million.) 1,821 2,312 1,942 2,700 48.2 11.6 39
2. Kernel Products/MT

(a) Copra 79,885 138,408 62,295 180,000 125.5 30 189

(&) Coconut Oil 49,160 82,884 36,834 110,000 124.4 32.8 198.9

(¢) Poonac 24,500 41,442 18,418 55,000 124.4 328 198.9

(d) DC 30,327 43,348 32,518 52,000 73.3 20 60
3. Exports/MT

(a) Copra 276 3,722 2,440 7,500 171.7 101.5 207.3

(&) Coconut Oil 2,133 32,721 7,606 62,000 210 89.6 715

(¢) DC 31,397 42,135 30,099 50,000 58.7 18.7 66.6

(d) Freshnuts (million) Nil 5.6 4.3 9.5 Nil 69.6 110

(e) Fibre 94,592 79,997 71,055 75,000 -21 -6.2 10.5
4. Foreign Exchange Earnings

(a) Sri Lanka Rupees (Million) 516.9 2,102.5 2,119.6 2,720 426.2 29.3 28.3

(&) In US Dollars (Million) 70.5 87.8 83.1 98.9 40.2 12.6 19

*Estimated on the basis of actuals up to end of October /November,

“178 Co Bdmexd | T» DR wdom, godhidon Bac®@ wocm
di. 18.08,000m @¢¢ cusfanad gined D6 Ao " oo gdns dus
cis, omoddm Da.

178 o Bdwead | B2 40 wonm, gohidon Buc® cosddmesd
emdod m0a Hda ggod Heale odo ¢

“stonny 178, Baps®ld il 1, BawGaimey Qrwndsrer emur 18,08,000
L ailanllh GridstiuGurs” senb aflgn aflGéstio G T DG s eiremiLL L g,

sl 178, Bajs@g S 1, BawBamey Qaawey o aulsmruflsic ugSurs
Blmdsd s Ll O gy

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 1,808,000, for Head 178,
Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule”
put and agreed to.

Head 178, Programme 1, Recurrent Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

{ Do L0 wdom—méos sSoiens m eof odehiss oLSdna—
geom Bace, J;. 7.37,000

Baps@g Gl 1— Qurgy Amaursypd Qsigs Cgnfd Guibur@e —
SdstGurme Gy, mur 7,837,000
Programme 1.— General Administration and Promotion of Coconut
Industry — Capital Expenditure, Rs. 737,000.
78 Oo Adwead | Do DY woun, §edn Bac® wem I 7.37.000w
s ore@dned oned e gue " uo gdne DEun el smeBan Da,
178 B B maw® | I 52 wdos, 8cdo Duc® coedanest semdun
Ol B guned Hasie ode @R
“slaoiy 178, Hsps@d Sl 1, géeGurg. Crasdsrer gpur 7,37,000
sy Ll GetdsiuGors” aayd oiley alfésiu’F o hps@sraraiu’ e g
sy 178, Rsps@s Sl 1, sdsi@urm’ Grwea) s’ L ailemrullar
ugSurs @mdsd s Lanulll o g
Question, “That the sum of Rs. 737,000, for Head 178, Programme
I, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule” put and agreed
to.

Head 178, Programme 1, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.
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2 o G0 nonn.—eoi nd@ne Lidune m I ndhd-Bedy Bace,

<. 17.78.68,000

BEpa g B 2— Ggdigg Ganfigids o sallyd sfleflnsSue — g dal
@urgml @seay, gpur 17,78,68,000

Programme 2.- Development and Assistance to Coconut
Industry — Capital Expenditure, Rs, 177,868,000

178 Om RSeewd 2 IT» L@ wonm H@#gadn Dog@ wom
S 17,78.88,000m e oeganed uoes o¢ guw " @n gdos Dswn
Ei9, somudan Ea

178 £ BSBowd 2 8 50 sdom, eos Dude gusdansad eandws
mBed HIe aned Haoio odo @L.

“slody 178, BspeRd B L,
epur 17,78,68,000 o' adeerullp GridésioBurs” sgud o alGdsio G
&1 HpidG st siraiuC L g

Sy AEUEILT R

(AEEVEE 10

sty 178, fapsFls Ficu 2, maésiCurml Gewa 'L sulsorufle
vgFwurs Gindsd s lmufl ol g

Question, “That the sum of Rs. 177,868,000, for Head 178,
Programme 2, Capital Expenditure, be inserted in the Schedule™ put
and agreed to.

Head 178, Programme 2, Capital Expenditure, ordered to stand
part of the Schedule.

g m 601 0 o1d@eBoiglo gode ¥ odn o amodoE
Feenews pUo B,

mdm nmd godha Hidon ©dd : oo AZDE 1985 e Bad 3 &
a®adthe.
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Epr A o 6.4 wenfluw@all Fe, wopalldr wlPalar upd sy faléme
Gurg @ plost NdBrTeaSEaimis FaSgr.
apalarg LufiPalor syfafldsiin s g ; BowFu s Faigi, SrararisSpaon, 3
et 1985,
At 6.04 p.m., the Chairman left the Chair to report Progress.

Committee report Progress; to sit again on Tuesday, 3rd
December 1983

DCECNHDO
955 ameun
ADJOURNMENT

©8. Diesld ewedc) @om
(8w, erib. eflsirsarh QUETTT)

(Mr. M. Vincent Perera)
I move.

“That the parliament do now adjourn™.

gdoo Sdwen ¢fd oo 08do Do
afl@ alFésiClupgy ooWECETsrai L s
Question put, and agreed to.

SRSl I emmes . 6.05 O 1985 e, 8IS
28 d» &» om az@c 3, 1985 ¢y @ad 3 o
gooncEic o . B Lu v o Heda,

Blssring, . w. 6.5 4o, TR Dl NSS! 1985
Gasw Frwren i HEerds, 1985
g@riut 3, gp. v 9 wellawmr paSlmerdsiion’s s

Adjourned accordingly at 6.05 p.m. until 9 a.m.
on Tuesday, 3rd December 1983, pursuant to the
Resolution of the Parfiament of 28th November
1985.

Glpraniut 28 %
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SEOES FA® SEHS;
allmbsani@ sTapShips aflenLsst
WRITTEN ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS

8 @ B0 D@D : s e FOHMD WD HrHNED
BEnds
Posiens whFW ab® : spFsmw GuTfs SmenwunHGint
CENTRAL BANK OF CEYLON: STAFF OFFICERS
NON-PROFICIENT IN THE OFFICIAL LANGUAGE

606/85
CHERS Sweml @non (¢SoDOEE)
(Bm. vmyuwer muatlsry — 95500 shn)
(Mr. Lakshman Jayakody — Attanagalla)
o o pEPnBon §P5Hn%hees §5 SEnS
(@) SHtss e BEa gDemDas emEHnd cdnemisen
& ot B Jored Bep® ¢S 850 3 (9) S8 e
edbens Dep® o0
() 9@ % b
(i) 90 & B
DR Hethddlcs ud o oo Ddgesic ?
(m) oed ocord emmcrder o, & @ ?
B8, iy L gmrdsmrd CalL eflg :
(@) sresmw Qurfuld B pewullsrenn srrsmwrs, Gotisms
wsSw amSuiler gy BHF slLsBer 3 (=) efldr
Ulrsrrid @isvourm,
(i) siuHdstnn’L ;
(ii) oypuGléEsiu s
oiflarfl Bl ueflwreniseller Quwialsm sjen &)
surgr ?
(2) @G, eer ?
asked the Minister of Finance and Planning :

(a) Will he state the names of the Staff Officers who
have been —
(i) permitted ;
(ii) not permitted
to retire from service under Rule 3 (a) of the
Central Bank of Ceylon Pension Fund Rules on
account of non-proficiency in the official
language ?

(b) If not, why ?

od. od. & ¢ gE Tom (8¢ o ¥ ooy §EdHn@)
(8h. ot G of. 5 G — B, el SEL L ewsar)
(Mr. R. 1. G. de Mel — Minister of Finance and Planning)

@ () 1. 8 8 gesednd Bom.
2. &8 o8 conbdum Bom.

3. 8 & g&to Dom.

4. 08 J & soidd Bom.

5. md B e ef gddman Domn.
6. minda & & & B eoeds Dmmm.
7. 2B od coddnshd BodBe.
d. e e Bom,

9. o8 &d Socy Vom.
10. & &8 vod Bom.

1. o8 od o8 vos ged dom.
12 & 8. 8 od. & ¢ e3¢ Som.

Lo

DSEeDnd
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13, od oY eBbuad @om.
14 & gooosn Somn.
13. od. 2 8. doetdns Swom.
16. e EHSEH® Bomn.
(i 1. od sedocos oo
mindo e edaoes SodBe.
OB, &hBmcs Bmm.
@ 828, 8. gdBanes Voo,
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(a) (i) 1. Mr. D. C. Gunasekera
2. Mr. M. M. Seneviratne
3. Mr. P. C. Munasinghe
4. Mr. W. E. J. Gomesz
5. Mr. R. D. K. J. Arthanayake
6. Dr. A. G. A. D. Perera
7. Mrs. M. S. Hettiarachchi
8. Mr. R. J. Hey

9. Mr. M. S. Nicholas

10. Mr.P. M. Hassen

I1. Mr. M. S. M. Hassen Alavi
12. Mr. J. W. V, R, D. de Mel
13. Mr. S. F. Xavier

14. Mr.G. Atapattu

15, Mr. N. T. W. Jayasekera
16. Mr. K. Kumaraswamy

(ii) 1. Mr. S. Kanesathasan

2. Dr. (Mrs.) K. Jayapalan
3. Mr. M. Swaminathan
4. Mr. U. W. B. Aluvihara
5. Mr. N. Ramachandran
Mr. P. H. Siriwardena
Mr. E. Sabapathy

Mr. B. V. A. Anthonisz

Mr. K. Gunaratnam
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Rule 3A (1) of the Central Bank of Ceylon Pension
Fund Rules provides for an employee who on
recruitment to the Central Bank was not required to
acquire any level of proficiency in the Official
Language to apply for permission to retire on account of
non-proficiency in the Official Language. Such an
employee can if permission is granted, retire on the
same terms as an employee in Government service who
is condemmed by a Medical Board according to the
Government’s Minutes on Pensions. In terms of this
Rule, 16 Staff Officers have been permitted to retire on
account of non-peoficiency in the Lfficial Language.

1985 e¢es®a 2

610

Nine Staff Officers who had applied for permission to
retire under Rule 3A (1) on account of non-proficiency
in the Officeal Language were not permitted to do so by
the Monetary Board as these employees who by virtue
of being Central Bank employees had received

specialised training abroad of direct use to the Central
Bank and whose services were deemed to be essestial to
the Bank.

(h) Does not arise.
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