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About This Issue

TH[S [SSUE goes into print
when the astronauts of Apoello
16 are on the surface of the
moon. They landed in the
rough and difficult terrain. in
the Descartes mountain area
six hours behind schedule be-
cause of mechanical trouble in
the main spiceship. But the
maifunctioning of the retro-
engine in question was correc-
ted and Houston gave the or-
ders for the two astronauts to
descend to the lunar surface in
the Orion. We will have analy-
tical information of interest to
readers  of Tribune only in
forthcoming issues. What we
receive now is enly special
versions of “spot news’® which
daily papers publish under
bold headlines,
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The second instalment of
Prof. K. Kularatnam’'s series
on Population Engireering
appears in this issue. In our
last number we published the
first article in this series and
in our next issve we will pub-
lish the concluding erticle, In

this week’s instalment, Prof,
Kularatnam deals with vital
statistics about Ceylon, India,
USA and Japan to bring home
the point he is making in this
series; that population has nct
only to be controlled but that
it must be made the central
factor in all planning of a so-
cio-economic and  political
natuie. We also publish the
concluding part of an article
by S. D. Muni and Urmila
Phadnis on the ceveloping
trends in the geopolitics of

South Asia entitled Ceylon,
Nepal And The Emerger.ce of
Bangladesh. The first part of
this article which appeared in
our last issus has already pro-
voked a great deal of discus-
sion. This is a subject on
which there can be a great deal
of controversy and argument,
Céylonese do not as a rule
like to enter into controversies
about geopolitical questions
which affect the island, but it
is better that we thrash out in
open debate unsaid and un-
written thoughts about Cey-
lon’s position vis @ vis India
and the Big Powers rather than
let such thoughts be bottled
up inside ourselves—only to
fester into paranoic inhibiti-
ons. Tribune hopes that this
article by Muni and Phadnis
will promote discussion —

because that is the only way of
achieving some degree of clear
thinking on this subject.

The Rambling Notes From
the Editor’s Desk comes in the
later half of this issue, Seren-
dib writes his regular analysis
of domestic affairs in his Cey-
lon: Marginal Notes. Sherlock
Holmes, who staged a come-
back in the last issue by revi-
ving the old Tribune feature
Is It True ?, has another lively
piece this week. We have two
topical articles about Igcland
and Italy. We alse publish a
thought-provoking article by
an Israeli academician now
teaching at Harvard or the
impact the Bangladesh war bas
on the Arab-Israeli question
while at the same time discus-
sing the role of the US as an
ally of smaller countries.

Tribune hopes to persuade a
columnist, who made a debut
some months ago under the
psuedonym Agastya, to write
his Contemporary Notebook
more regularly. His pungent
humour and his humanist at-
titudes appealed to a great
many readers who have been
persistently requesting us to
have Agastya’s column regu-
larly in every issue we print.
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Vital Statistics:
USA. & lapan

by Prof K. KULARATNAM

CEYLON'S FIVE YEAR

PLAN calls attention to the
problem of population with
facts and figures. It shews that
those with Iarge families are
the less affluent, namely that
639 of them have incomes less
than Rs. 200 p, m. If existing
family patterns continue, with
370,000 births a year, it will
become 505,000 by 1981. The
Family Planaing Association
(since [953) and the Ministry
of Health (since 1965) have
done excellent swerk, but this
is clearly inadequate in relation
to the maguoitude and gravity
of the problem. Peoples’ par-
ticipation is required at all Je-
vels and for a long time more
to come.

Life has no meaning if its
funection is merely to feed, clo-
the and house the people; even
this, society is unable to pro-
vide owing to the burgeoning
numbers, But socicty must
also satisfy man’s mental,
emotional and spiritual needs
and aspirations, that give lile
a meaning and purpose.

The population problem is
at the root of most of our pro-
blems today: economic, poli-
tical, communal, religious,
rising crime rate, unrest and
corruption, population corrup-
tion and chauvinism are inter-
connected. Our overcrowding
world calls for emphasis in
responsible parent-hood.
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Ceylon, India,

Here are some stark facts
which would give an indica-
tion of how the population
problem is frustrating and
compounding efforts at deve-
lopment,

Ceylon
Year Millions
1871 2.4
1901 3.6
1931 5.3
1953 8.1
1963 10.6
1971 12,7

The density of population is
503 per sq. mile, and is among
the highest in Asia,

The age structure of the po-
pulation; Under 15 years—419,
15—64 years—3569%. 509, of t>-
day’s population was born af-
ter 1950, and 259 after 1960.
Childhood dependency is very
high, being 72 for 100 of wor-
king age, which comprises ab-
out 4 million people (of this
549, is in subsistence agricul-
ture and 129% are themselves
unemployed).

During the 1993-98 period
the overall increase in survival
rates and expectation of life
at birth will increase to 67 for
males and 71 for females. But
the total cultivated area incr-
eased from 4,267,000 acres in
1946 to only 4,827,000 in 1969
(0.7%) p.a On the other hand,
the rural population increased
from 5,712,000 to 9,736,000
(2.5% p.a.). The density of
rural population per cultiva-
ed acre increased from 1.36 in
1946 to 2.02 in 1969,

We are left with only about
1,500,00 acres more of deve-
lopable land. The value of the
total food imported in 1970
amounted to Rs. 1069 million
(ie. 46% of total imports).
Present food subsidy of Rs.
450 million has to increase’to
Rs. 900 million by 1998. We
have therefore got to keep en
running fester, just to stay
where we are now, or may be
where we were years ago, But
we see thc phenomenon of
rising expectations alternating
with increasing frustrations
among the people, leading to
instability. Therefore we meed
urgently a population policy
based on population enginee-
»ing, and this will have to be
an integral and vital part of
Economic Planning.

P:oliferateor perish will have
to yield place to proliferate
and perish. Because of delays
in pay-off, family planning
campaigns must be on Jong
term and intensified perspec-
tive basis, as pay-off takes
20-30 years. All efforts at de-
velopment will be frusirated
and compounded if the present
phenomenal rate of population
growth is not decelerated.

It is not correct to say that
in the olden days €eylon sup-
poried many times the present
population. Estimates based
on ancient irrigation works do
not warrant more than 10 mil-
lion st amy time, and then
human needs were few and
small,environment was kealthy
and quality of life was good

and culture fiourished. [vide
Marga, vol. 1, No. 2. 1971,
Colombo].
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Ceylon’s problems are in-
significant compared to these
of the vast INDIAN SUB-
CONTINENT. But, India is
doing much better than Cey-
lon, Population thers is a cru-
cial issue, with the rapidly
increasing tide of numbesrs can-
celling the effect of two deca-
des of 70% increase in food
production and 159% increase
in inndustrial production,
Popualation incraase is [ 3million

per annum. Ten million are
without jobs, India has only

2.4% of the world’s land, but
carries 14% of the world’s
population, over 550 million
p:ople. The cardinal [actor in
population dynamics is the
steep decline in death rate
without any offsetting decline
in birth rate. In 1966, for 46
births per thoasand, there were
only 16 deaths. Life expec-
tancy too bas rissn from 32 in
1950 to 50 in 1966. For dece-
lerating population growth thr-
ough family planning, etc, the
task of behavioural manage-
ment is gigantic in the face of
low literacy, inadequate trans-
port, and inadequate channels
of mass communicatien for the
80% rural population. Two
centuries ago, the population
of India was only 60 millions,

However, India has done
well. Family planosing was
started as carly as 1948, by
ereafing motivation in the
minds of the people and pro-
viding advice and service.
The Fourth Five Year Plan,
1966 accorded top priority
and put Family Flanning on a
war footing, with an eutlay of
Rs. 2300 millions. Human be-
havieour, attitudes, values and
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beliefs are undergoing change,
to make the small family net
only a social norm, but a high-
ly desirable persoungl aim as
well. The programme is both
time and target oriented. Al-
ready half millien births are
being prevented every year,
and a community climate is
being created in which the
small family norm becomes
the way of life.

IN THE U.S.A. death rate
has fallen now to 9.5 per thou-
sand and the birth rate to 18
(from 26 in 1948), The increase
now is only 1% with average
children-in the family 3.5, More
and more Americans are now
recognising that population
size, distribution and density
are critical underlying causes
of air and water pollution,
urban decay, inadequacies of
transpertation, higher educa-
tion, health services, recreation
space, ctc,

Experts’ estimates of illegal
abortion is said tobe 1 to 25
livebirths. In many countries
it seems that the number of
abortions is equal to the num-
ber of live births (Japan, Yu-
goslavia, Rumania, U.S,S.R.
Hungary, Poland, Bulgaria,
Czechoslovakia, etc). In 1962,
the Planned Parenthood Fede-
ration of America merged with
the World Population, Emer-
gency Campaign to form Plan-
ned Parenthood World Po-
pulation, & single national or-
ganisation for unified action on
the population crisis. An eflec-
tive new organisation, the Pop-
ulation Crisis Committee has
also been established. Congress
too has enacted legislation
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to give priority to family
planning in the*War oa Pover-
ty’’ programme, to reduce the
unwanted burden on depen-
deacy. To arrive &t a long
term population policy, rese-
arch must be carried out into
employment, education, health,
housing, {ransportation, pol-
lution, resources, recreation,
urbanisation, economic deve-
lopment, environmental degra-
dation, social and governmen-
tal organisation, family ties,
way of life of the people, be-
liefs, ete, This is Popvlation
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Engineering and involves (eam-
work by economists, environ-
mental scientists, medical
scientists, sociologists, geogra-
phers, anthropologists, psy-
chologists, educationists, con-

_traceptive technologists, statis-
ticians, media-men,- demo-
graphers etc. Since 1962, the
International Planned FParent-
hoed Federation has been doing
good work. We also have the
United Nations Special Fund
for Pepulation Activities,
Though the task is great, so are
the re ¥ards.

JAPAN was faced with the
problem of diminishing natu-
ral resources and environmen-
tal degradation due to rapid
population growth. Japan was
forced to undertake popula-
tion deceleration by legalised
abortion. The high figure of
3.7% births im 1947 has now
been reduced to kelow unity
and replacement level. There
wera 2 million abortions in
1955, now it is said f{o be
£00,000 for 1.9 million live-
births, Tais reduction may be
in visw of the supposed ad-
verse social psychological and
physcological effects. If so,
responsible parenthood thro-
ugh education and enlighten-
ment would seem to be the
better method. Japanee tour-
ism seems to have benefited
through legalised abortion,
judging by the rush to Japan
of Americans and others for
this purpose!

Many more examples can
be given of the urgency and
gravity of the population cri-
sis in other countries,

To be concluded.,

SOUTH ASIAN GEOPQLITICS — 2

Ceylon, Nepal and the

Emergence of Bangladesh — 2
by S. D. MUNI & URMILA PHADNIS

IT MUST BE NOTED that
in spite of these constraints at
fairly influential segment of
opinion leaders in Ceylon did
rot approve of the Ceylon Go-
vernment’s East Bengal pelicy.
In fact as early as May 1971,
nearly 250 well known persons,
including academicians, trace
unicn leaders and members of
patliament belonging to al-
most all parties, issued a siate-
ment proclaiming “unqualified
support to the straggie of the
people of East Bengal for their
national libreation. It alto
urged the government to dis-
continue the focilities ‘*of our
sea and air ports to Pakistan’s
armed forces en their way to
East Bengal as well as all otlLer
assistance that would be dstri-
mental to the people of Fast
Bengal. We demand that the
Government of Pakistan stop
the massacre of unarmed pzo-
ple and withdraw its armed
forces from East Bengal forth-
with,””

The slatement, extracts of
which appeared in an Indian
newspaper, did not, however,
apgear in the Ceylonese press.
During this period Ceylon was
already under heavy en.ergen-
cy regulations and was still
trying te recover from the
April revolt of the Pegple’s
Liberation Front. The organis-

ers of the signature campaign,
explaining the statement’s non-
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appearance in the Ceylonese
press maintained that such a
statement might be construed
by the authorities ““as a veiled
eriticism of the military action
against the insurgents at home
and might land the signatories
on the wrong side of the emer-
geney laws,”

Three months later, when
two ‘screened’ Awami League
lcaders—an MP of the still-
bern Pakistani parliament and
a Buddhist menk — reached
Colombo and gave ‘first-kand’
information of the situation in
East Bengal, the sympathicers
of Bangla Desh in Ceylon mo-
ved once again, Twe cvents—
the news of the secret trial of
hujibur Rahman and the
week-long festival of Pakistani
films in Colombg—provided
them the oppertunity to orga-
nise public prctests on the
Bangla Dech issue, Several or-
ganitations of women, students
and teachers as well as trade
unions and religious and cul-
tural bodies joined hands to
issue a statemert protesting
against the cecret trial of Mu-
jibur Rghman and urging his
immediate rclease, They also
called vpon the Government
of Ceylon to use its good offi-
ces to obtain the release of
Mujibur Rahman and to me-
diate in seeking a ‘‘proper po-
litlcal solution to the . urgent

and tragic problem of East
Bengal”. The protest against
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the Pakistani film  tival wa
initiated by members of the
Ceylon Committee for Human
Pights in East Bengal which
was forined in August and in
which some of the prominent
leaders of two of the constitu-
ent parties of the ruling Uni-
ted Front—the Lanka Sama
Samaj Party (LSSP) and the
Communist Party « CP)—were
fairly active.

THE EXTENT to which the
parties making up the United
Front were divided on the
Bangla Desh issue was evident
from the presence of some of
the party officials and influen-
tial members of the LSSP and
the CPin the demonstration
which was staged outside the
Savoy Hotel when the film fes-
tival was inauguratel by a

minister belonging to the lea-
ding party of the coalition,

the Sri Lanka Freedom Party
(SLEP). Speaking in the Sena-
te, L3SP Seanator William
declared that even though the
LSSP was a constituent party
of the government, on impor-
tant matters. iike the East Pa-
kistan issue it could take an
independent stand. “Massacre
is taking place in East Pakis-
tan and it is the intention of
the LSSP to create public opi-
nion against this.” Fuither,
the delegation which came to
attend the Infernatiopal Con.-
ference on Bangla Desh in
Delhi in September 1971, in-
cluded Vivienne Goonewardene
—an LSSP MP—whe, much
to the chagrin of some of the
cealition members stressed in
the House of Representatives
that the Bangla Desh issue was
a national liberation struggle
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and that her party had always
supported such movements. It
was also reported that she was
active in a signature campaign
for the cause of Bangla Desh
and had already succezded in
obtaining the signatures of
more than onpe- third of
Ceylon’s MPs.

Among the other parties the
Tamil Federal Party (FP) ech-
oed the concern of the LSSP
and the CP as was evident
from the speeches of the FP
Member of Parliament, V.
Dharmalingam. But the major
opposition party, the United
National Party (UNP),rtemain-
ed quiescent till after Shirley
Amarasinghe, Ceylon’s Per-
manent Representative, had
spoken at the UN. Only then
did the UNP leader, J. R,
Jayawardene, move an adjo-
urnmeént motion in the House
of Representatives on Decem-
ber 8 seeking clarification of
the government’s stand. Mo-
ving another motion abouta
week later Jayawardene asked
the government to consider
whether Bangla Desh should
be recognised or not in keeping
with the realities of the situ-
ation,

As apgainst the tore of the
Fedsral Party MP. V.Dharma-
lingam, who unequivocally
asked the government to recog-
nise Bangla Desh, the UNP's
tone was restrained and cau-
tious. In keeping with its po-
sition as one of Ceylen's two
major parties, the UNP has
asually held simil r views on
Indo-Pakistani relations to
those of its main rival, the
SLFP.

South Asian Geopolitics—2

It is noteworthy that on the
East Bengal crisis Muslim Ica-
ders in Ceylon preferred to re-
main silent. The leader of one
of Ceylon’s biggest plantation
unions, A. Aziz, when asked
by the S=cretary of the Ceylon
Committee for Human Rights
in East Bengal to lend his
signature as President of the
Union to a joint trade union
memorandum to Yahyva Khan
— protesting against Mujib’s
secret trial—declined to do so.

Notwithstanding the apathy
of the Muslims who comprise
about seven rpercent of Cey-
lon’s population, considerable
public sympathy was evoked
by the struggle of the East Ben-
galis. The East Bengali move-
ment received greater credence
due to the fact that the minor
partners of the ruling United
Front lent their whole-hearted
suppcrt to the movement, This
support partly emanated from
their ideological predilections.
The issue also gave them an
opportunity to salvage their
‘identity crises’ as junior part-
ners in the coalition. Presuma-
bly, they were also affected
by a guilt complex about the
governmental repression du-
ring the April insurrection, a
repression which was unpre-
cedented in the political history
of independent Ceylon, but
about which they, as ruling
pariners, could not afford to
be critical.

The criticism from within
the coalition on tke East Ben-
gal crisis may have embarras-
sed the governmwent in August;
in the changed siluation in
December it facilitated the
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South Asian Geopolitics — 2

goverament's task. Ostensibly
to strangthen the hands of the
pro-Bangla Desh groups and
possibly also to compensale
for its earlier image, the gov-
ernment seemeld ready fo relax
cznsorship regulations to allow
local rsactions with a predo-
minantly pro - Bangla Desh
bias to be filed abroad.

Despite the increasing public
pressure in favour of the
recognition of Bangla Desh,
whose cause is being spearhea-
ded by the influential ‘Friends
of Bangla Desh’ (previously
called Ceylon Committee for
Human Rights in Fast Bengal),
it appears that caught between
the pro-Bangla Desh and the
pro-Peking lobbies within the
coalition and prompted by the
desirz to have relations with
the reduced Pakistan as well
as the nzw state of Bangla
Desh, the Ceylon Gove:nment
may prefer to sit on the fence
till a large number of countries
Irave recognised Bangla Desh.

THE STRUGGLE FOR
BANGLA DESH was in prin-
ciple a struggle for democracy,
freedom and socialism. These
are the values for which the
Nepali Congress, an arch-sne-
my of the present regime in
Nepal, also stands, Since the
very inception of the Pancha-
yat system in 1961-62 under
the late King Mahendra’s con-
trol, the Nepali Congress had
been struggling to liberalise
and democratise what is called
the ‘tautocratic personal rule
of King Mahendra’'. At the
int2rnational conference on
Bangla Desh in New Delhi in
September 1971, as well as in

é

a press interview, B.P,Keira'a,
the Nepali Congress stalwait
espoused the waging - of an
armed sizuggle on the lites of
that in Bangla Desh for the
restoration of democracy in
the Kingdom. This statement
upset the authorit'es in Kath-
mandu. B.P.Koirala has been
living in Banares since Mahen-
dra released him in October
1968 after eight years’ deten-
tion. The only way to restrain
him from indulging in activities
hostile to the King's regime
was through the Government
of India. And the Nepaless
Government did not lose any
time in approaching the Indian
Government in this context
and securing the desired res-
ponse as was evident from the
assurances of Swaran Singh
that India would not allow
any anti-Nepal activities to
take place from Indian terri-
tory. Therefore, it is under-
standable that the Government
of Nepal did not whish to dis-
turb India by taking up a po-
sition contrary to the latfer’s
intzrests in Bangla Desh,

The baginning of a shooting
war between India and Pakis-
tan on December 3 farther
brought Nepal closer to the
Indian side. Under the provi-
gions of a treaty signed in 1947,
Gurkha soldiers(most of whom
are Nepalese citizens ) of
the Indian army fought aga-
inst Pakistan in Bangla Desh
as well as on the Westera front
and laid down their lives de-
fending India. Many retired
Gurkha soldiers were also
summoned by India from Ne-
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The geaeral political and
economic climate between In-
dia and Nepal had also impro-
ved while the Pakistani mas-
gacres of East Bengalls were
continuing, In August, after a
long stalemate, the two coun-
iries had concluded a new
Treaty of Trade and Transit
which was vital for Nepal.
India had been making large
aid commitments to Nepal and
the work on the Kosi and Tri-
shul projects had restarted af-
tera  long delay, In view of
these developments Nepal did
not see any point in displea-
sing India for the sake of
Pakistan with which it had
almost negligible commercial
relations.

Whatever material benefits
Nepal could think of from Pa-
kistan were possible from the
Eastern wing — now Bangla
Desh—and not West Pakistan.
Bangla Desh is geographically
close to Nepal and it is
there that had been dema-
nding additional transit and
port facilities for overseas ra-
de to be conducted through
Indian territory at Radhikapur
in West Bengal, For bilateral
trade as well,” Bangla Desh
offers betler prospects to Nepal,
Even culturally, the Nepa-
lese living in  Derjeeling,
Assam and the Nepal Terai are
closer to the people of Bangla
BPesh than to the West Pakis-
tanis,

THE WEST PAKISTANIS
compounded their disadvanta-
ges by their propaganda of
Jjehad (holy wsr) and slander
apainst Hindus and Hinduism.
This evoked adverse reaction in
Nepal, Though the Pakistani
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propaganda was directed
against India, the predominan-
tly Hindu population of Nepal
resented it, This sort of propa-
ganda was resented all the
mogke strongly since a part of
the Terai bad lately experien-
ced Hindu-Muslim riots. Voi-
cing Hindu resentment, & Ne-
pal weekly wrote, “every Hin-
du of Nepal feels deeply hurt
when Radio Pakistan conducts
vitriolic propaganda against
Hinduism, Hindu culture and
Hindu epics. How long can
we tolerate such propaganda?’,

Besides, a number of Nepal-
ese natiomals working in tea
gardens in Bangla Desh were
also reported to have become
victims of Pakstani military
atrocities, These reports were
officially denied without con-
vincing evidence. Even if the
denials were accepted, there
were reasons to believe that
many Nepalese were rendered
komeless and thus faced hard-
ships along with their Bangla
Desh brothers.

In the light of the foregoing
discussion one might ask why
Nepal did not take a clearly
favourable stand towards the
emergence of Bangla Desh and
India’s position in the matter.
Partly the question has already
been answered in texms of Ne-
pal’s desire for peace, territo-
rial integrity of a nation and
maintenance of the erstwhile
power structure in the subcon-
tinent, Besides, total and open

indentification with the Indian
stand was incompatible with
its sense of separaté identity.
One wonders if China also
made any attempt to keep
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Nepal from falling in ling with
Bang'a Desh and India. There
is no  clear evidence to sup-
rort or reject the contention.
However, a section of the Ne-
ralese press which usvally
supports the Chinese line—par-
ticularly two weeklies, Gorelo
and Matribhumi—was active
in upholding the Pakistani
stand,

CONSEQUENT to the em-
ergenee of Bangla Desh, the
power pattern in the subcon-
tinent has been rsstructured.
The new balance has pushed
India into a position of indispu-
table dominance in South Asia,
In a way this is nol a welcome
development for Indja’s smal-
ler neightours including Cey-
lon and Nepal, It invalidates
their hitberto pursued strategy
and restricts their diplomatic
mwanoeuvrability in the region.
It also deepens their existing
psychological apprehensions of
India as a ‘colossus’.

The old values and structures
have crumbled. How and why
are now only academic quest-
ions. The respective national
interests of Nepal and Ceylon
will soon begin to compel
them to come to terms with the
new realities. In fact, that they
bave already moved in this
direction is more than evident.
The explanation and implied
apology extended by Sirimavo
Bandaranaike’s government re-
garding Ceylon’s adverse vote
in the UN~ General Assembly
may be rzcalled here. The ex-
tent to which Ceylon hastened
to correct -its earlier stand was
evident from the way the Cey-
lonese delegate spoke, with

Population Engineering — 2

special permission, in the Secu-
rity Council (of which Ceylon
is not a member), virtually re-
versing his earlier stand. Shir-
ley Amarasinghe in this later
spcech regarded a ‘“political
scitlemeut in East Pakistan™
as the key to resolving the
conflict and wanted negotia-
tions to bring aboutsuch a
ssitlement &nd to precede
troop withdrawals. Later it was
also reported that Ceylon had
declined to support a Pakistani
move to re-open the issue
in the UN General Assembly.

As regards Nepzl, the latest
indicatien of official thinking
in this direction was available
in the semi-official Rising Ne-
ral’s reaction to Bhutto’s first
policy speech, TLe paper did
not apprecigte Bhutto’s assur-
ance that be would bring about
a unified Pakistan. Public
opinion in Nepal generally fe-
licitated the new Republic of
Bapgla Desh.

In the military sptere, both
Nepal and Ceylon have had
some experience of India’s mi-
litary power. The pattern of
the Indo-Nepalese relationship
in the fifties and India's asse1-
tive posture created sone hos-
tility and heart-burning in Ne-
pal and had to be graduslly
rectified, though in a limited
mancer. As regards Ceylon,
the speed with which Indian
military aid reacked there last
April impressed it tremend-
ously, It also rekindled Cey-
lon’s lutking fears about the
military might of its neigh-
bour. India’sswift successin

the recent wer might add to
these fears. The question
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The United Sta‘es

uppesrmost in the minds of the
leaders of Ceylon and Nepal
will be to what extent and in
what way will the ‘new” India
be interested in accomodating
their intzrests and aspirations.
The pattern of development of
the Indo-Bangla Desh rela-
tienship will be of great inter-
est and concern to Ceylon and
Nepal,

In this respect a segment
of- Ceylonese public opinion
raised a question in April-May
last year which has become
even more pertinent today. It
wondered whether India was
g0ing to be the ‘policeman’ of
South Asia, Andif so, who
was going te define and set the
norms and conditions of such
a role.

Due to all these complexities
the emergence of Bangla Desh
poses manifold challenges to
Indian diplomacy in the South
Asian region. It simultane-
ously opens up aveaues for
greater intra-regional co-oper-
ation, eaving the initiative
for co-operation in the hands
of the neighbouring states
could be the wiser course for
India to follow.
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The United States:
How Firm an Ally in War?

NADAV SAFRAN, Pro-
fessor of Goverament at Har-
vard, author of books on Egypt
and the Six Day War, looks
at the implications of the Indo-
Paxistan war for countries de-
pendent on the U, S, who may
now conclude that America is
a fickle ally,

THE INDO - PAKISTAN
WAR suggests some interesting
lessons and bears some impor-
tant implications for the Arab-
Israel conflict, Observers in
Israel have been particularly
struck by the fact that Pakis-
tan has been abandoned in its
hour of dire ne=d, and that the
Chinese and the Americans
allowed the Indians, backed by
the Soviets, to dismemter a
state that was a friend and an
ally without even making a ce-
rious attempt to save it, Ur-
doubtedly, thereisa lesson to
be learred hers, but it is easy
to misjudge its nature. Itis
tempting to rush to the conclu-
sion that allies and friends are
worthless, and that there is no
substitute for relying upon one
self for one's own security, /¢
is tempting but wrong.

It is wrong because it over-
simplifies a number of complex
issues, The United States was
not a formal ally of Pakistan
for purposes of the recent con-
flict. Pakistan is linked to the
United States through CENTO
and SEATO, but these allian-
ces are aimed at Communist
aggression, not at particular
conflicts between member sta-

tes and third parties. This no-
tion was repeatedly and expli-
citly reiterated in the 15 years
since these pacts were conclu-
ded, and was confirmed by
practice, including the prece-
dent of the American stance in
the Indo-Pakistan war of 1965,

Of course, an alliance for
One purgose creates a presum-
ption, though not an obliga-
tion, of mutoal assistance with
regard to other purposes; how-
ever this presumption is two-
sided, and tn the case at hand
Pakistan had chosen to remain
aloof from the American wer
in Vietaam, which feil much
more plausibly within the pur-
view of the SFATO treaty tkan
tte Inco-Pakistan conflict. But
let us grant, witha!, that the
United States had an interest
in the survival and integrity of
Pakistan and that it had given
the Pakistani Government to
uncersiand that much., Isit
justifiable to conclude from re-
cent events that this kind of
solicituce is useless?

It may be, if one postulates
circumstinces similar to those
that confronted Pakistan. Pak-
istan was facing secession and
dismemberment due to an in-
ternal crisis, even without any
outside interference. The In-
dian military intervertion
merely quickened an inevitable
process, In such circumstan-
ces, one can perbaps say, par-
aphrasing the P:almist: If a
state cannot preserse itself, in
vain shall its friends be solici-
tous.
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SHORT OF SUCH A
SITUATION, a friendship
might well have helped, Even as
it was, the United States had
begun to make some moves,
including pressure on the So-
viets and naval manoeuvres,
that might bave seen Pakistan
through the immediate crisis
of Indian intervention if it bad
been able to hold on a little
longer. Bui the rot was so deep
that Pakisian could not hold
for more tha two weeks.

The Indo-Pakistani war sug-
gests, then, not the uselessness
of friendships bt t the limits of
what they can do. It also sug-
gests their possibilities, if one
looks at the Indian side of the
picture. India might not have
bzen able to acconplish what
it did bad it not received tha
tacking of the foviet Union,
That support shielded India
fron American and Chinese
pressure long enough to permit
it to finish what it Fad ce! out
to do. It is no use to argue
from this that Soviet support
is somehow iutrinsically more
valuable than American or
Cainese; because the fast is
that the Soviets were ina po-
sition to give effective support
with minimal risk, while the
Americans and the Chinsase
could render effective  assis-
tance to Pakistan on'y by ta-
king drastic and risky steps.
We are back to the basic situ-
ation, and to the r:al lesson,
which is that friendship is
useless unless it is given a rea-
sonable chance tocome into
play, and that self-rfliance is
crucial because if can provide
that reasonable chance for fri-
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endship, not because it can do
without it. The practical im-
plications of this lesson are dif-
ferent from the ‘go it alone’
conclusion indicated by the
other lesson.

Moving from this general,
abstract level to a more concr-
ets, though long-range one,
the Indo-Pakistan conflict po-
ints out two crucial lessons
pertinent to the Arab-Israe]
situation.

Ever since Nasser commit-
ted Egypt to the aim of sece-
king integral Arzb Unity, a
few Middle East specialists
Fave consisteatly maintained
that such an aim was impossi-
blz to realise with countries
that are territoria'ly cut off
from Egypt by tke presence of
Ierael. Despits the collzpse of
the United Arab Republic ex-
periment, and despite the fail-
ure of the Yemen war, these
few specialists were always
confronted by the great many
interlecators who opposed
them with the example of Pa-
kistan. There was, after gll, a
single state consisting of two
parts separated from one ano-
ther by a thousand miles, and
it seemed to be viable.

Now, the secession of East
Bengal, itself stimulated by
geographic separation, and the
futility of the attempt to nul-
lify it, due decisively to the
lack of territorial centiquity,
remove all doubt about the
non-viability of a segmented
state. If this could hapren to
a state that was born one, and
that was united by a religious
bond that had served as its
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raison d'efre, what hope can
there be for an Arab state that
would be constituted out of
disconnected entities that have
already had at least healf a cen-
tury of separate existence?

ANOTHER ASPECT of
this same question of Arab
unity is illuminated by tke ev-
ents on the Indian subconti-
nent, After ntarly a quarter
of a century in which differen-
tiation from India and hostility
to it constituted the funca-
mental bond among Pakistanie,
the tast Pakistanis suddenly
turced sround, rebelled and
gained thkeir independince with
the decisive help of nens other
tlan India. The Fated, inficel
enemy of yesterday became
the patron, a'ly and protector
of mcre than balf of Fakistap’s
populaticn, reconstituted on an
ethno- geographic  natiora'ist
basis as Bangla Desh.

If that could happen, is it
too much, fo envisagea day
when Isrcel might be preferred
as an ally by some Arab sta-
tes over other Arab siales?
Even without going so far, the
sudden evaporation of the
real union of 120 million Pa-
kistani Muslims certainly ma-
kes very dubious the unfoun-
ded but oft repeated hypothe-
sis of 100 million Arabs osten-
sibiy confronting Israel as one,
in years and generations to
come. There are many policy
implications, not necessarily
distant, that flow from sucha
readjustment of vision. Istael
and its Arab neighbours weuld
do well to ponder them now.
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The Inde-Pakistan war be-
ars some more immediate im-
plications for the Middle East
crisis.

It is quite obvious that Pre-
sident Nixon has been feve-
rishly arranging his diplomatic
activities in a way that would
enable him to run for a second
term as the great architect of
peace and order in the world.
The visits to Peking and Mos-
cow have been planned to be
the climax of these efforts. It
is no secret either ihat among
the tonizs that both the Presi-
dent and his Soviet interlocu-
tors are eager te discuss in
Moscow, the Middle East oc-
cupies an important place. In
view of the fact that the Uni-
ted States and the Soviet Uni-
on are already agreed on the
principles of the Rogers Plan
as a key to a Middl: East set-
tlement, it seemed quite likely,
until very receatly, that the
two superpowers would at-
tzmpt in the course of the
Moscow tilks to translate the
azreement on principles into a
detailed agrecenent that they
would then simultan-ously try
to ‘persuaded’ their respective
clients to accept.

IT IS WELL KNOWN that
President Nixon tried to assu-
age Mrs. Meir's anxieties on
this score durng his re.eat

tete a tefe with her. However,

the value of this reassurance
has probably appreciated great-
ly as a result of the Soviet
role in the Inde-Pakistan con-
flict, Dr. Henry Kissinger, the
President’s special adviser on
security and forszigm policy,
characterised that role asan
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attempt to scere tactical ad-
vantages in India at the cost
of jeopardising the strategic
gains of on enhanced defente.
A better characterisation per-
haps is the onz provided by
James Reston, who saw the
Soviets making strategic gains
of enormous potential import-
ance in India at the cost of
jeopardising the tactical gains
of a ‘Moscow Spirit’ as evan-
escent as the Geneva Spirit
and the Spirit of Camp David.

In any case, the demounstra-
tion given by the Soviets that,
detente or ne detente, they
take advantage of opportuni-
ties whenever and wherever
they find them, if it does met
stari a process of detsripra-
tion that would bar the rcad
to Moscow, is apt lo make
the President think twice be-
fore surrendering any real ad-
vantages he may lLave in the
Middle East in return for ex-
pectations of Soviet self-ras-
traint.

Oae of the advantages that
President Nixon does comma-
nd in the Middle East is the
vicarious capacity to keep the
Suez Canal olosed, and thus
deny the Sovie!s a most con-
venieat line of communication
bztween their European and
Far Eastera tarritories, bst-
ween the centres or Russian
power ard the lines of con-
frontation with China. If, in
consequence of the role the
Sovieis have played in the
Indo-Pakistan conflict, their re-
lations with India should de-
velop into a full alliance desig-
ned to wedge China and to
deter Pakistani revanchisme,

the importance of the
Suez Canal for the So-

viets should increase immen-
sely, The value of the advan-
tage held by the United States
would increase concomitantly,
and it should be in a position
to exact fer itself, and for
Israel, an sppropriate return
for facilitating its reopening
Finally, if the Soviets do be-
come involved in building vup
theix Indian ally, the demands
upon their resources would be
so great as not to leave them
with much to spare for other
areas, The need to reduce the
burden they bear in the Mid-
dle East, together with the
enhanced need to see the Suez
Canal regpened, may well dis-
pose them to pay a higher
price than they have been wil-
ling to a payso fur in order
to obtain a setilement. But the
U.S must first understand the
value of the position it isin.
Having done so it must then
jnsist on getting the full return
for it,
—From “The New Middle
East*', Janusry, 1972
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Why ltaly is at

a Standstill

By PAUL - JEAN FRANCESCHINI

AMONG THEMSELVES
the lialians debate with ng lit-
tle vigour the rather unplea-
sant realities of the crisis their
coun'ry is engulfed in but, like
the proud Cyrand, they will
not accept criticism from for=
eigners. However, there isno
escaping the conclusion that
the political system has be-
come notoriously incapable of
functioning with a minimum
of co-ordination in the penin-
sula, This incapacity prodded
the extreme Left into launck-
ing a viplent but futile extra-
pa:lamentary offensive. It is
now bezinning fo get the extrs-
me “pationalist’ Right interec-
ted in a very disturbing way,

TFhe situation stems froma
variety of deep-rooted 1€asons,
It nexded the farce surrounding
the election of President Leone
on the 23rd ballot to make the
world aware of what was
going on.

There has been talk of a
“crisis in the regime,’’ which
doesn't mean very much since
under the Constitution no
change in the regime is possi-
ble; and a Grezk-style coup is
out of the question except in
debates and the overheated
imagination of some pictures-
que ‘rblack prince.”” There
had been many signs of fatigue
before the failure of Emilio
Colombo’s final attempt to
form a Government: not a day
without strikes, clashes bet-
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ween demonstrators and coun-
ter demonstrators, and police
charges,

Only the grumbling and
growling are lacking, but these
are more characteristic of the
French than the Italians. The
fundamentally easygoing na-
ture of the Italian people and
their hearty scepticism allow
them to live with the evident
failure of the political class, to
accept the harm done to the
economy and a daily existence
buffeted by the hazards of per-
manent protest.

The ¢ filthy crisis,” as one
prominent, editorial writer
dubbed it in La Stampa, which
is poisoning the political at-
mosptere, exasperating people,
or, at best, provoking a pity-
ing smile from the cit.zen, goes
on and on without prospect of
settlement, Is it the advanced
stage in the decompesition of
bourgeois parliamentarianism,
as certain Leftist militants of
several small political groups
proclaim? Or is it the ‘“chaos
that is not yet proletarian,” as
Pasolini put it in an ode to the
Sardinian Marxist Antonio
Gramscil Or is it just the clas-
sic Italian situation, as many
Europeans believe who see the
Italians as a band of ineffec-
tual orators?

A YEAR AGO, to mark
the 50th anniversary of the
Italian Communist Party,
Luigi Longo, secretary-general

Italy

of the party, drew his own
conclusions from a Govern-
ment which “exhibited a little
more of its inefliciency and
impotence with each passing
day.'' As hesaw it, the Italian
Communist Party was establi-
shing itselfincreasingly as ““the
Government party most apt
to cope with the conduct of
the nation’s affairs.”

The terms employed by the
neo-Fascist MSI leacer Gior-
gio Almirante are not far dif-
ferent. Encouraged by his
party’s successes in the muni-
cipal elections last June, be
considers that his movement
bas at last been presented with
its chance and that out of tke
compost heap of democracy’s
ultimate decay will srring the
new vital stem of his own
paity,

The Communist Party, well
aware of its strength, but
maintaning a weather eye on
the Leftists who could well
outflank it, are following a
skilful but prudent policy, with
a view to securing a foothold
in the Government. The far
Right, characteristically, whips
up the traditional resentments
and grievances in order to un-
dermine the constitutional sys-
tem.

The resurgence of the sys-
tsm of ¢squads,’” which Mus-
solini’s Facist eommandos em-
ployed to terrcrice their oppe-
nents, is becoming a fact of
Italian political life teday. In
the face of a rising wave of
agitation, the riot stick seems
to many the most convincing
argument. In the more serious



Italy

cases, strange political or po-
lice machinations are the pre-
lude to activities of the kind
that cest several lives in Mi-
lan, and which are blamed
on “anarchists.”

In Reggio Calabria an entire
town rose in revolt under the
influence of mounting far
Right agitation which exploited
rogional susceptibilities, so in-
flammable in Italy. Against
the “Fascist menace’ the Left
organises vast “unified demon-
strations.” One wonders, tho-
ugh, vwhether these processions
will not prompt the simple
shopkeeper or civil servant
before whose door they file past
today to give his vote to the
Right tomorrow,

As has been the case since
the war, the Christian Demo-
crats set the pace and the tone,
Unfortunately for them, their
instrumeats are out of tune.
There are no fewer than nine
¢ trends’’ in the party and it
would take a scale of politico-
logical value-units to distin-
guish one from another. Per-
sona! rivalries are played out
with a very Christain discre-
tion but with equaily democra-
tic ferocity,

IN ROME it is no secret
that Amintore Fanfani, disap-
poin‘ed with his setback in the
presidential elaction, is settling
a few scores with his friends,
and is mainly responsible for
Mr. Colombo’s failure to put
together a government, The
party’s dilemma was perhaps
best summed up by Giuseppe
Saragat with an expression of
common ctense typical of his
mandate: “It (the party) has

12

the right to choose its own
way, but the other parties have
the right to know what it
wants.”

But how c¢an a parly conli-
nue to pretend to be the main-
spring of the country’s politi-
cal life when, during President
Leone’s election, it provided a
distressing spestacle by absta-
ining from voting for ‘‘techni-
cal” reasons—all designed to
flush out its mavericks. Dissen-
sion on such a scale has never
been known in the ranks of
the German Christian Demo-
crats, the British Tories, or
the French UNR, and UDR,
or in fact even among the
Buropean Socialists.

The controversy over the di-
voree legislation illustrates the
ridiculous depths to which the
squabbling can descend. Ha-
ving hemmed and hawed and
set al! sorts of conditions, the
Christian Demaocrats agresd to
the bill fegalising divorce. Now
they are in agonies over whet-
her they should or should not
back a referendum to revoke
the legislation. They want to
avoid splitting the country but
they also want to have done
with it once and for all. Mr.
Coelombo doesn’t want a refer-
endum. Otlers press foritin
their invocations.

The weakness—apart irom
this fundamental vacillation—
is also in the nature and com-
position of the parties which
seem t3 have besn doomed by
some perverse genius never to
agrse with one another. The
Liberals, who can be a useful

addition to a Centre-Right co-
alition and who, besides, lack

neither experience nor ability,
have been cold-shouldered for
the last ten years, The big fa-
milies don’t know how, aad
don’t want, to join forces. It
is hard to distinguish between
all these different kinds of mo-
derates that the Republicans,
the Social Democrats, and the
Liberals are. A party able to
hold the baluncs, like the Ger-
man Free Democrats (FDP).
would be a valuable asset, but
there is no siga of one in Italy
today.

Faced with the impossibility
of propping up a Centre-Left
coalition which had however
initiated—in rather difficult
circumstances—a number of
useful reforms, the Chris'ian

Democrats seem fo have mace
their choicz today. They feer
a shift to the Right,but believe
it to be inevitable, This,
ait r all, isin line with what is
going t> happen in all the big
Eurcpzan countries. Britain
and France are clearly heading
this way. Germany is held in
little respect, with Rome gere-
raliy rafusing o regard Chan-
cellor Brandt’s Covernmert as
being of the Left, becanse it
doss not rzadily pronounce
the familiar tribal skibboleths.

Shaken at the thought of
what they might still lose on
the Righi, the Christian Demo-
crats can only think of heading
off such an eveniuality, They
are unwilling, however, to act
upon the conclusions of their
own analysis and take the cha-
nce of setting up a Centre-
Right coalition-an adventure
which would be rendered even
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more perilous by compztition
from the MSI or by its unwel-
come support.

The task of bringing the tra-
de unions together has been
male easier by this uncertain
political climate, Spurred on
by their rank and file, more
vigorous and idealistic than the
professional labour leaders.
the three "big trade vnions are
determined to carry out their
merger programme, They have
the backing of the Communi-
sts, some of the Christian De-
mocrats, and all those who, for
lack of anything better, are
trying to link the State to
structures guaranteeing a mini-
mum of public order.

The trade union movement
in Europs isn’t very happy ab-
out the idea of a merger, for
it is only too aware of the com-
promises and ambiguities
involved in the venture, In any
case, the first tentative signs of
an economic recovery would
quickly shrivel vp if new mas-
sive social confrontations take
place.

France has too often in the
past provided a spectacle of
political incoherence and dith-
ering to be in a position ta cri-
ticise its democratic neightour.
Nevertheless, there is growing

concern in all of Europe about
whether Italy will be an entire-

ly reliable partner in an enlaz-
ged commeon market, Is Italy,
after having pioneered in so
many areas, launched into such
bold projects like its ragion-
alisation plan, and worked out
its reforms, in the process of
getting begged down in the
sort of lethargy charact:ristic
of France’s Fourth Republic?
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Author, parliamentarian, and
jourralist Luigi Barzini bad
this to say on the subject;
©“Take a country in the throes
of a crisis. Let it be ruled
chaotically by pelitical men,
some of whom areincompetent
windbags irncapable of making
up their minds, Then set on
their heels Lelt-wing demogo-
gues and revolutionaries who
never prepare the révolution.
Slow down productien and in-
vestments with dark and apo-
calyptic threats. Then at some
point in this sitvation frig-
htened people are going to en-
trust power to the Fascists.

Mz, Barzini knows his fellow
counitymen and he has des-
cribed them with wit and wis-
dom in “The Itelians,”” Heis
confideat that *“‘everything will
be done to get Italy back on
the rails and moving towards
economic  recovery, social
peacs felicitous reforms, and a
sound administration.” Who,
in Europe, doesn't want it?
But who really believes it?

Le Monde Weekly

IRELAND AND IRA

Heroes Or
Murderers ?

Extract from an article by
Swedish journalist Karl Gun-
nar Back published originally
in Sweden in January 1972
after a visit to Northern Ire-
land.

LAST AUTUMN I stayed
for several weeks at Falls
Road in one of Belfast’s most
terrorized districts, where eve-

Irelard & Ira

ry individual has;personal ex-
perience of the fighting and
where people have friends who
have bzen killed or wounded
in every street. Sorting out my
impressions from the visits I
can feel nothing but the stron-
gest aversion such a fiendish
movement as the so-called IRA
Provisionals, I regard it as an
organisation in which assassi-
nation—preferably of comple-
tely defenceless people and in
ambush--is a trivial occurrence.
Strike your opponent dead
if he does not think and live
as YOU! That is gnick and
saves you the trouble of ar-
guing. The stronger is right

and should make use of his
strength without al] the res-

training fair-play concepts.
That is Hitler's message. Might
is right, particularly if applied
in an extra brutal and vile
manner—and by groups into
which nobody tas any insight
and who are never obliged to
account for themselves to tke
people. For some reason or
other it is exiremely difficult
to publicise in Sweden today
what to me seems to be such
an cbvious opinion; an opinion
which 1 have formed myself
after thorough local field rese-
arch.

As regards the IR A Provisio-
nals I personally can gnever
cease to wonder at the sympa-
thy which this organisation is
meeting in many circles in
Sweden—a country which con-
trary to Ireland has a long de-
mocratic tradition and which
has always professed peaceful
development; a country where
wa have realised that if this
development is to continue we
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Rambling Notes

have to recognize that demo-
cracy means compromise and
that political assassination of
political epponents is unaccep-
tab'e.

It is not my integtion to
write here about the injustices
committed by the Protestants
in Northern Ireland. They are
known by everyone and have
been reported by many jour-
nalists and authors in g better
and more informed way than
Iam able to do. But I wish
to declare that the cocial phi-
losopl.y which is being spread
by IRA’s sp-called Provisio-
nals is an evil, To accept such
&n organisation out of ignor-
ance, cowardice or with regard
to the discomfort of following
one’s convictions is, as 1 see
it in the light of my experien-
ces from Belfast, treason aga-
inst democracy, The groups
which support a movement of
this type in Western Europe
are not reliable democrais.

To take a stand against a
movement which is “in' or
“popular” can have unpleg-
sant consequences. But where
does defence of democracy be-
gin, and where lies the res-
ponsibility of mass media? I
wish to underline that this is
not an article writtan on the
spur of the moment. It was
rrzceded by a decision taken
aiter several months of consi-
deration,

In face of IRA’'s assassina-
tion terror in lreland and after
baving personally visited rela-
tives of the victims and wit-
nessed the horrible disregard
for human beings and the into-
lerance  which = the terrorist
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from THE EDITOR'S DESK

More About Vietnam:

Foreign Policy.
April 25, 1972

EVEN the trials, tribula-
tions, setbacks and achieve-
meats of the Apollo 16 astro-
nauts failed to detract inter-
national public attention from
the war in Vietnam. Inside the
USA, a new upsurge of anti-
war protests and demonstra-
tions have begun to swecp the
country. Anti-war Democratic
candidate McGovern scored
heavily in the primaries in
Massachusetts and Pennsyl-
vania, Even dichard Cover-
nor Wallace seemed
willing to tone down his
hardline diehardism on Viet-
ngm provided he had his way
on the problem of segr:gation

movement breeds, itis impos-
sible for me to sit ¢till in my
safe office, silencing my cons-
cience in the presence of this
sorrow and desperation with
the assertion that this murder-
ing is “progressive”, On the
contrary, such an attitude 1
would regard as an insult to
ail decercy.

What really surprises me
most in a time of so many
fine words such as equality,
freedom of choice, participa-
tion and the right of the em-
ployee to have asay about his
own situation at the place of
work, is that it should be so
damned difficult to be allowed
to express such a simple hu-
man opinien about a gang of
murderers.
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Ceylon’s

and busing, The war in Viet™
nam is understandably prob-
lem nun ber one in the world
today. The offensive launched
by the DRV is now in its
fourth week, and although the
heavy US bombing has slowed
it down censiderably, it still

.has a great deal of pusch,

If the offensive did not achi-
eve anything else, it has com-
pletely smashed the ‘‘Vietna-
misation” policy of President
Nixon. Without the massive
and unbelievably extensive bc=-
mbing by theUS, the Nizonised
troops of President Thieu could
not Lave stcod up to the tro-
ops of the DRV and the NLF.
Many US papers continue to
emphasise that the offensive
was unexpected — Pentagen
circles had no! expected an
offensive before the next dry
weather perisd in October.
Secondly, US strategists did
not expect the forces of tLe
DRV and NLF to attadk where
they did apd withio a short
time open four fronts coverng
the whele of Scuth Vietnam.
The French newspaper Les
Echos summed up the position
thus: “The situation of the
South Vietnamese Command
is becoming ever more difficult,
In spite of the unlimited sup-
port given by the US Air Force,
it is aggravated by the
fact that it does not know the
real target of the enemy offen-
sive—whether itis Saigon or
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“Hue” US Commander Abh-
rams had his work cut out to
decide where to throw in the
reserves, The Saigon Corres-
pondeat of AP raported that
the North Vistnamese had
outwitte] the enemy by ma-
king them believe that every-
thing was to bz decided on the
Norithera Front. Trying to
avoid disaster in® the Quang
Tri Province, Geneial Abhrams
quickly deployed his stra-
tegic reserves from the Saigon
and Locainh areas, Two days
later, DRV and NLF forces
dealt a surprise atiack in this
area and captured the town of
Locninh, On April 13, DRV
forces beseiged An Loc less
than 65 miles from Siigon. All
stratzgic reserves of the ARVN
seemed to have beea deployed
and evena batialion of the
“Presidential guard” hbas al-
ready gone into baitle. The
DRV had at first come down
Route 9, but they also moved
right down the line on Route
14 a3 well, threa‘ening towns
like Kontum, Pleiku and Dak-
to. Fighting is now raging
within 20 te 30 miles of Sai-
gon, The Vietnamised army
of Thieu is in disarray. Tomake
them more depressed the US
Przsident, with mounting anti-
war protests at home has an-
nounced the withdrawal of a
further 20,000 troops before
July 1, leaving a mers 50,000
consisting mainly of non-com-
bat troops. To compensats for
this Nixon had announced
that two gdditienal squadrons

of Phantoms would be sent to
the Vietnam front.

AMERICAN BOMBING
certainly causes a great deal
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of destruction evea in South
Vietnam. The bombing of
civilians in North Vietnam
undoubtedly sets everything
back in the DRV, but the
bombing of the North does
not help the South either. US
sources have estimated that by
late 1270, the number of South
Vietnamese killed had passed
the 500,000 mark. The Seaate
Subcommittee on  Refugees
estimated that there had been
over 1,000,000 casualties of
which 300,000 were believed
to be fatal, Edward 8§, Herman

in his book Atrocities in Viet-
nam estimaties that the casua-

lties are in the iegion of 2,000,
000 with 1,000,000 deaths.
Telford Taylor, in hie book
Nuremberg and Vietnam, cites
estimates by the American
Friends Service Committee of
150,000 deaths annually, and

this would mean 900,020 from
1965 to 1970, All sources seem

to agree that the vast majority
of these deaths and casualties
are due to American firepower,

The Senate Subcommittee
reported that 6,000,000 have
been displaced in South Viet-
nam since 1964, and 500,000
of them in the first six months

of 1970. The population of
Saigon had increased from

250,000 in 1961 to 3,500,000
in 1970. -1t is estimated that
over 400,000 females in Saigon
earn a livelihood through pros-
titution. The Senate Sub-
committee Report of Septem-
ber 1970 recorded that there
were 105,000 civilian amputees
in South Vietnam, 51,000 mili-
tary amputees, 258,000 orphans,
131,000 war widows — a total
of 545,000 wer victims. On a
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conservative estimate that at
least 8,000,000 people in Viet-
nam ( ncarly half the popula-
tion)have been killed, wounded
maimed, displaced or rendered
a ward of the state since the
start of the war.

In Laos, it is reported that
at least 200,000 have been
kiiled and 700,000 to 800,000

displaced. Since the
population of Laos

was cnly about 3 millicn, then
very nearly about a third of
the population has been killed
or displaced. The Serato Sub-
committee Report also noted
that in Cambodia that reliable
figures were not available, bui
the displaced had reached the
1,000,000 mark. In addition,
400,000 ethnic Vietnamese had
either fled or been displaced.
Meanwhile the population of
Phnom Penh, swellen with
refugees, had increased from
700,000 to 1,500,000. The
Standford University Biology

Group, in their report Destruc-
tion of Vietnam, have stated

that the main victims of crop
destruction by herbicides
(*‘starvation as a weapon”') are
not Vietcong troops but child-
ren, pregrant women and the
aged. Over 13.5 million gallons
of chemicgls have been drop-
ped on Vietnam affecting
5 million acres or 12 percent
of the land. (vide Time, May
25,1970). Already by 1969,
US B-52’s bad left 3.5 million
bomb craters in the terrain of
Vietnam, and US Forces
had used over 9,000,000 tons
of ordrance until 1969, that is
over 500 times moze than what

the enemy has used.

THESE FIGURES tell a
sad and distressing story. The
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destruction caused by the figh-
ting in the last 18 months,
particularly in the last four
weeks, will only add to the
already mournful story. The
upshot is that the sooner the
US quits Indochina the better
for the world, and the batter
for US itself.

In the meantime, the bom-
bing of Hanoi and Haiphong
constitute a serious setback
for North Vietnam because the
DRV has no real defence
against the massive air attacks
of the Americans. The Ame-
ricans would have found them-
selves in a terrible quandary
if they had wanted to persuade
their ground troops to fight the
forces of the DRV and the
NLF., At least half a million
men should have been thrown
into the battle to make an
eftective impact. US ground
troops are in no mood to fight
the war in Vietnam. The US
government had thought it had
found a solutien in the ARVN
but this has torned out to

be a flop.
Nixon has therefore used
the ultimate weapon in his

armoury, to wreak vengeance
on Hanei for seeking to anni-
hilate the ARVN. The White
House may have been able to
justify the attempt to destroy
the economy of North Vietnam
if the US was fighting for its
very survival, but in this case
Whits House has even ignored
the rules of war which forbid
all avoidable slaughter of civi-
lians. The US bombing will

leave behind a legacy which
the Americans cannot outlive

for many generations, Washing-
ton has sought to argue that
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South Vietnam had been inva-
déd and that Zfaigon should
not be allowed to fali victim
to “foreign aggression.” But
what the US did in its coun-
terstrikes savoured of retri-
bution being imposed by a
superior force. President Ni-
xon is evidently “mad”, angry
and desperate—-because of the
“failure of Saigon's vastly
superior forces,in terms of men
and equipment, to contain the

communist advance. The Far
Eastern Economic Review,22/4,
very aptly commented: «If

Saigon is correct in asserting
that its subjects have no desire
to be ruled by Hanoi, it is the
South Vietnamese who, in the
last resort, must prove this

claim by their own resistance
to the communiste, But in

adopting a policy of Vietnami-
sation, the US appears to have
forgotten that the South has
been laid waste by the failure
of the American commanders
to realise that their scorched-
earth tactics—the use of mas-
sive firepower and chemical
weapons in a vain attempt fo
defeat the clusive guerillas —
have left the South co drzined
of blood that the continuation
of the war is a near miracle”,

President Nixon, it must be
noted, has chosen to defy the
pezace lobby at Lore in an
election year to mount a bom-
bing offensive of North Viet-
nam which can undermine
Hanoi’s econemy for at least
three years, One result of the
bombing is that the Paris talks
will reconvene again. It was
the US which walked out of it
unilaterally in the first instance,
but when the US was willing

to resume talks, Hanoi defi-
antly refused to attend. When
the bombing of North Vietpam
was at its highest, Hanoi wan-
ted a resumptien of the Paris
talks.and the US finally agreed
to attend, but cancelled the first
scheduled meeting. Hanoi
was willing bewever to meet
whilst the bombing continued.
The US wants the North Viet-
namese to withdraw from the
South before meaningful talks.

JInternational public opinien
has been generally anti-US and
anti - Nixon on the current
escalation of American bom-
bing of Nerth Vietnam. The
Indian Government denounced
the US bombing and this bro-
ught a sharp rebuke from the
US State Departreat and from
Mr. Laird. The US view was
that North Vietnamese “‘aggres-
sion” shonld ke condemned
as a coadition prececent te'ore
any denunciation of US action
vas mace, India did not :ee
any aggresion on the part of
North Vietnam, and this tcok
President Nixon and Premier
Indira Gandhi further apart,

The Ceylon government, as
at all times, has been most
circumspzct about the Viet-
nam war, And the present is
ro exception, No official state-
ment has teen made. Neither
the Prime Minister nor any ol
her senior Minisiers have mace
any statement, But on April
23, the PM was expected fo
inaugurate the Asian Buddhist
Conference to rromote Peace,
Delegates had come from 20

odd countries,but a reporterin
the Magazire edition of Cbser-

ver gn 16/4 bad pointed out
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that China had been left out
of the list of invitees. It was
suggested that this Conferen:e
wasa p'o-Moscow setup and
for this reison the Chinese
wera left out Thers was no
ofizial conment or prot:st
from the Chinese and this led
many to wonder whether aftzr
the Culiural Revolution China
doss not permit its Buddhi:ts
to pasticipat: in such confer-
ences. It may be that present
day China does not rezognise
Buddhists as part of its body
politic. Anyway, the Asian
B ddhist Confereace ended up
with maiy resolutioas, the
most imporiant o:e condem-
ning ‘‘American activities’ in
Vietnam.

THOUGH CEYLON has
been officially silent cn the

Vieinim problem, a great deal
of attention has been fo:ussed
in regard to Ceylon’s relations
wich the Big Powers. 1t will be
rezalled that Ceylon’s P,
sterting with the Common-
wealth PM’s conference in
Singapore in January 1971,
has been plugging her line
about kespiag the Indian
Ocean a zone of peaze by per-
suading a'l the Big Powers to
keep their navies out of this
region. With the British allege.
dly withdrawing from all re-
gions east of Stez, ther: was
talk that the US Seventh Fleet
would fill the vacuum. Bviden-
tly in pursuance of this objec-
tive, the US leased the Diggo
Garcia island in the Chagos
Archipzlago in mid - Indian
Ocean and has set up refuel-
ling and communications base
there. The Soviet Union, with
its growing naval strength,
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naturally did not want the US
to control the Indian Ocean
so'ely, and the Soviet Navy
began to “show its flag” in
in the Indian Cczan. Then
came the Indo-Soviet Agree-
ment which did not dctail any
naval bases or faclities, but
tbe fact that tte US hada
base in the Persian Gulf was
something which both signa-
tories weuld rot have over-
looked. Then came the Indo-
Pak war. The Seventh Fleet
tried to rush in to kelp tke
Pakistanis beleaguersd in the
eastern zg¢ns, but another Gulf
of Tonkin episode was a‘oided
because 93,000 odd Western
Pakistani seldicrs chose to
surrender than to fight. The
flotilla of the Seventh Fleet
then sailed the walers of the
Indian Oc an for a time gnd
withdrew to the Chira Seas,
One of its vesscls Waddell paid
a courtesy call at Colombo.
Following this visit came
Admiral John McCain of the
Pacific Fleet who paid a““good-
will visit”” for four cays and
bad a 25 minute discussion
with the PM without any aides
at all. This talk led to a great
deal of specul.tion and it was
suggest:d in many quarters
that since the Sino-US thaw,
Indo-Soviet Agreement and the
Indo-Pak war, the Ceylon gov-
ernment had begun to think
things over, and that Ceylon

was now not as anti-American
as before. It was even hinted
that an anti-Indian and anti-
Soviet edge had become mani-
fest in Ceylon’s foreign policy
postures, Before the wisit
of the US warship Waddel,
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Ceylon had received two of the
five naval patrol boats gifted
by China. :

ALL THIS led to a kind of
guessing game about Ceylon’s
‘“changing foreign policy att-
tudes.” The Americans, noto-
rious for “ghooting off their
mouths™ by uttering thoughts
which pass through the mind,
oice again repeated the perfor-
mance. People in Ceylon had
the first intimation about this
from the Indian Express, 12/4,
when it frontpaged a despatch
from its Cerrespondent in Wa-
shington, T. V. Paraseram, vn-
cer the Leading US WAR-
SHIPS NOW WELCOME IN
CEYLON, It was datelined
Washington, April, 11. This is
what the despatch stated:

“The New York Times ina
despatch from Co’omto said
on Monday that Ceylon, with
one of the best natural har-
bours in tke world at Trinco-
malee, appears to be trying to
bring 4bout a new rower ba-
lance in the area following the
events of the Indo - 'akistan
war'?, The paper caid: “U nited
States warships are quietly
pulling into the port for rest
stops here for the first time in
recent history. The American
embassy here is overjoyed with
the new relationship,¥

The despatch said Prime
Minister Sirimavo Bandara-
naike ““has dropped from the
official rhetoric the proposal
made to the Commonwealth
Prime Ministers' conference in
1971 and repeaied before the
United Nations Gereral
Assembly in Qctober, that the
Indian Ocean be declared a
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peace zoxe, Her belief is now
that the balance has tipped so
far in favour of India and the
Soviet Union that a balancing
by other major powers is neces-
sary. She declined to be inter-
viewed on the subject.” The
New York Times claimed‘there
is worry among Government
officials that the Soviet Union
and India may be cooperating
with insurgent elements in
Ceylon’

There is undoubtedly a little
too much wishful thinking in
this analysis and this has been
borae out by events. In the
first wesk of April Minister
Illangaratne paid a visit to New
Delhi, a1d surprisingly enough
was able to persuade Naw
Delhi to buy mcre from Cey-
lon in order to reduce the
trade gap between the two
countries. It was apparent that
JIndia was willing to streamline
its relations with Ceylon and
agree to a number of ‘‘conces-
sions?” which India had never
before been willing to concede.
It was clear .that India was
anxious to expand her econo-
mic cooperation with Ceylon
on a scale never thought possi-
ble sometime ago.

And, as if answer to thke
Americans, Ceylon will receive
a top Soviet admiral towards
the end of April. Hs will come
for a goodwill visit for a week
accompanied by two “guided
missile destroyers. The Cey-
lon Daily News, 26/4, in a
report stated that Admiral Ni-
kolai Ivanovitch  Smirnov,
“described in diplomatic circ-
les hare as the Commander-in-
Chief of the Soviet Pacific
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Fleet, arrives inm Colombo en
Saturday on a six-day good-
will visit, Diplomatic sources
say that Admiral Smirnov’s
impending visit is a pointer to
the growing big power intersst
in the Indian Ocean, Admiral
Smirnov’s gosdwill tour to
Colombo comes less thun two
months after the goodwill vi-
sit to Ceylon of Admiral John
C. McCain, Commander-in-
Chief of the US Pacific arza
and presumably his American
counterpart, and hard on ‘the
heels of the Soviet Naval Chief,
Admiral Gorshkov, to India a
couple of weeks ago. Two So-
viet destroyers, believed in dip-
loratic circles to be of the
Kashin class, which are armed
guided missile destroyers,
came into Co'ombo on Friday
the day befor: Admiral Smir-
noy flies into Celombo ., ..”
The repert after detailing
known background material
concluded:. ... ..*’Diplomatic
sources feel tkat Admiral
Smirnov’s goedwill visit
is more to ‘show the flag'
since the US C-in-C Pacific
area Admiral MecCain has
already paid such a visit to
Ceylon. It is not certain whe-
ther Admiral Smirnov will pay
a courtesy call on the Prime
Minister and have discussions
with her as did Admiral Mec-
Cain who had a 25-mipute
meeting with Mrs. Bancara-
naike.”

The Ceylon Daily News on
the same day, 26/4, wrots an
editorial entitled Soviet Visi-
tors. It was kind of apologia
for Ceylon foreign aflairs pos-
tures emphasising that this

country was ‘“as stcadfastly
non-aligned as before’”, It was
chiefly directed at India:*. ...
it is our earnest hope that
Indian critics of Ceylon’s non-
alignment will nct turn Nel-
sonian when contemplating
the naval. The Indian press
did raise a hue and cry over
the visit of the Saventh Fleet
Commancder Admiral John
McCain end echoes of this
senselessly npisy hubbub were
heurd in the augusi assemblies
of New Delbhi. A deliberate
attempt was made (and, in
fact, is being made) to pive
that visit and the visit earlier
of two American warships a
decidely sinister construction.
It was strongly suggested in
some quarters that our steady
fr’endship with China and our
increasingly cordial relations
with the United States repre-
sent a Ceviation from, if not
formal repudiation of our de-
clared policy of non-alignm eat-
Of course, this is arrent non-

The CDN then went on wax-
ing eloquent: “Now, what
have we here? Soviet warships
of the Russian Pacific Flect
will call at Colombo. The
highlight of the visit will bea
courtesy call by Admiral Smir-
nov, the Soviet counterpait, o
to say, of Admiral McCuin.
Will our critics turn a Nelco-
nian eye on this visit and refuse
to observe its obvious sigrifi-
cance? ..”" After delivering
more profound dicra thet noa-
alignment “has various sch-
cols of interpretation’ the edi-

torial challenged critics by
stressing that ‘“even otherwise
intelligent students often slip
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into a position which sezks to
sustain the manifestly paradox-
ical view that the best form of
nou-alignment is an aliznment
with the big power they fay-
our™ and coancluded with a
sermon that ‘ihe reasonably
objective mind recoils, how-
ever, from grasping that parti-
cular dialetical nettle. Whilst
weicoming the Soviet ships and
our distinguished visitor, may
we repeat that this is another
demonsiration of Ceylon’s po-
licy of friendship with all na-
tions on the basis of mutual
respect and equality”, This
particular CD N editorial was a
somewhat clumsily - phrased
piece without any of the sleek
and knowledgeable idiom so
characteristic of the Mervyn-
ian style and manner, but its
meaning was clear.

WHATEVER the Daily
News may be inspired to ‘say
on this subject, observers tend
to detect & coatinuing rz-app-
raisal by Ceylon regarding her
foreign policy postures. This
is inevitable in a world of chan-
ge and flux. There has been
no reversal of UF polisies, but

there is obviously an attempt
tore-adjust to new develop-

ments in Asia since the US-
China defente, the 1Indo-Soviet,
and the 1Indo - Bangladesh
trecties. In the circumstances
of the current situation, Cey-
lon bhasno alternative but to
adopt a realistic approach to
all these matters and this will
make many observers to think
that Ceylon was shifting from
a left-of-centre position to a
middle position particularly
with regard to her attitude to
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all the big powers and her
neighbour India.

For sometime, certain sec-
tions of the press and even high
political circles were accus-
tomed to repeat categorical
dicta aboul “Indian expansio-
nism*'’ and the dangers of bec-
ing besides big neighbour Ip-
dia: But this obsessive fear of
Indian *“expansionism® is now
giving way, even in these cir-
cles, to a more raalistic appro-
ach of sesking closer economic
ties with India. The Sun wh-
ich reflects the views of the
hard-core SLFP Right and the
views of Government general-
ly has subtly changed its“(une”
and has called on tke Cey.-
lonese to shed their ‘“anti-In-
dian phobia" aad place trust
and confidence in its“fr:'errd!y”
neighbour.

It will be recalled tkat the
UF governmsznt had started
off in May 1970 from a left-of
centre position. Mauch to the
annpoyance to the USA, Cey-
lon had recognised the GDR,
South Vietnam?’s Revolutionary
Government in exile, North
Vietnam’s DRV, North Koz-
¢a’s DPRK and even Siha-
nouk in exile. - Ceylon conti-
nued her traditional friendship
with China and this too had
made Washington uneasy, In
addition Ceylon was extra fri-
endly with Pakistan, and many
observers felt that the fear of
“Indian expansionism? had
given room to observers to talk
about Peking-Islamabad-Col-
ombo axis to contain “Indian
expansionism™, Before and

during the Indo-Pak war,
many saw eoncrete instance of
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such an axis in operation.Cey-
lon gave {uelling facilities for
Pakistani troops being ferried
through Colombo to Dacca,
In the UN, Ceylon voted for
the US sponsored resolution
on the indo-Pak war, The aim
was to ‘‘contain’ India in the
way that China and tke USA
bad sought to do rand still en-
deavour to do).

But the Peking—Washington
thaw and the realities of the
situation after the Indo-Pak
war has opened new vistas to
Ceylon with possibilities of
grealer manoeuviability amony
the big powers whilst main-
taining her customary non-
alignment. The PM and her
senior colleagues in the SLFP
talk less ahout “imperialism”
(US and otherwise) and more
about friendship. Anti-Ame-
ricaa attitudes which were he-
ard at the begining of the UF
government in 1970 ar: no
longer in evidence, Anti-India
cries have similarly faded away,
There is the usual warmth for
China, but there is an under-
current of reticence to the
Soviet Union,

All this, itis pointed out by
knowledgeable observers, por-
tend a slight - shift in Ceylon’s
foreign policy attitedes, In the
coming weeks and months, the
trends which bave begun to
appear will undoubtedly mani-
fest themselves in many ways.
The US has already given Cey-
lon two helicopters and high
frequency communications
equipment as part of the three
million dollar gift to strength-
en Ceylon's security services.
Even those papersin Ceylon,

19



Ceylon: Marginal Notes

Communists:

.

THE rumpus over the failure
of 4 CP MPs to respoend to
the Governmen! whip over the
Criminal Justice Commissions
Bill has alrzady lost its sting.
The SLFP Parliamentary Gro-
up had at first taken a tough
line 2ud there was much talk
about expulsions. Explanations
from the 4 MPs were scheduled
for April 15, but time was
granted until the 22n0d, They
had want:d time until the CC
of the Party met in confereace,
and this meeting took plac:
on April 20 aad 21. It b:came
evident, after Gen. Secretary
Keuneman returned from Sin-
gapors, that the CP would not
break away on this issue and
that a face-saving formula
would be found to r:solve the
dispute. The CP thereafter
dutifully voted fcr the Bill to
amend the Evidence Ordinance
and other allied legislation,
but this was not considered
enough by SLFP hawks. It

was equally clear that the
(Rambling Notes)
which had ealways adoptsd

strong, anti-Indian attitudes,
have been strangely quiet, It
is not the censor who has done
the trick, but the hard rzalities
of the new situation in South
Asia which seems to have bro-
ught sense of disciplice even
among newspapers.

20

UNP:

Private Enterprise:

Press Takeover

BY SERENDIB

SLFP did not want to kick the
CP out, but wanted the rebel-
lious elements in the CP to
toe the line.

The €2 of the CP suggested
a summit talk with the PM to
find a way out. This was thou-
ght to be a suitable compro-
mise to save everybody’s face,
But before the PM had agreed
to a summit, Dr. S. A. Wick-
remasinghe had applied for an
exit permit to attend a Com-
munist summit in Rumania.
This exit permit was refused
and the rews leaked to the
newspapers. Banner headlines
were stretched on the front-
pages of our news-starved fa-
pers that the CP Chief had
been refused an exit permit—
until he tendersd an explana-
tion to the Chief Whip,
This was tie climax of tke
afla’r. Political wiseacres pre-
dicted that the CP was on
its way out. Many knowled-
geable obscrvers were also
tempted to think that the end
of the road had come so far
as the CP amd the UF were
concerned.

But, in Ceylon, even the
biggest storms blow over
quickly. And this is just what
seems to have happened to
the CP affair. The PM had
shown that she meant business:
and she had refused the exit
permit to the CP chief. And
the public was led to think

that the first break in the UF
was imminent, A compromise,
however, seemed to have besu
found even befcre the confron-
tation became acute, The com-
munist Chief had expressed
regret and tendered an apology
for not sending in the explana-
tion called for on the due date
and wanted more time until
his return from Rumania. This
“apology” was considered
good enough and the PM iss-
ued instructions that Dr.Wick-
remasinghe’s exit permit be
issued. He léft by plane on
April 22. The explanations wo-
uld be tendered when Dr, S.A.
Wickremasinghe returns and it
is felt that the kind of explana-
ticn which would be acceptable
to the Chief Whip and the SL-
FP would be forthcoming [xrom
the CP. All's well tha: erds
well.

In the meantime, the Fcr-
ward of April 8 carried the
reasons why tke CP did not
vate for the Criminal Justice
Casmmissions Bill. This is
what it said: “The Criminal
Justice Commissions Bill was
passed in the House of Regre-
sentatives last Wednesday with
a large majority, Earlier, the
Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party decided unani-
mously to insiruct its members
of Parliament to speak against

“the Bill and refrain from voting

for it unless the Governmert
agrzed to put off the Debate
on this Bill or make the neces-
sary amendments to make the
Bill applicable only to the
armed attack that took place
last year, concected incidents
and exchange coniro' rackets.”
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The Forward further stated
that the terms of ¢this very
controversial Bill were made
known only to Members of
Parliament in English. Many
MPs complaived when the de-
bat: en the Bill began in the
Houss on the S5th April, that
they had got the Sinhala and
Tamil copies of the Bill only
the day befora. What was the
necessity to rush this Bill with
such far-reaching effects? It is
true that it is a year since the
insurgent uprising in which the
persons who will be affected by
the provisions of the Bill were
taken into custody. But surely,
if they could be held for a year
without being brought to trial,
not much harm would have
been done to anyone if the Bill
was delayed for just afew more
days to get the controversial
clauses thrashed out and agr:e-
ment reached between the con-
stituent parties of the Uagited
The article then
set out the reasons why the Bill
was “important” and the cyr-
tailment of civic and legal rights
in the matter of legal trials
should be confined only to the
incidents of 1971,The CP wan-
ted a summit to thrash out the
difficulties. It also pointed out
ths danger of some of the mo-
re “controversial” aspects of
the Bill especia'ly the new pro-
visions cencerning “confess-
ions."”

And the Forward pointed
out:.....These are extraordinary
provisions that have now been
enacted not as extrgordinary
laws for a limited time and for
a special purpose, but as the
ordinary laws of the land, for
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that is what it amounts to, the
period of this ‘tempcrary’ law
being eight years subject to a
further extension by a simple
majority in Parliament. That is
why the Communist Party ex-
pressed its serious reservations
against these objections and
driconian provisicns and wan-
ted them discussed anddebated
at the highest level before they
were presented fo Parliament.
Unfortunately these effcris
failed,

“The CP could nct openly
vote against a Bill brought by
the Goverement in Parliament.
As a CP spokesman had told
the Observer, 5/4, ‘we as a par-
ty have striven hard fer the
unity of all progressive forces
and we will not undermine that
tnity. Nor could we say Aye
for the reasons explained ab-
ove. That iz why the Party
decided that the best thing to
do in the circumstances was
fer its spokesmen in Farlia-
ment to expose the dangers in-
herent in the Bill and refpain
fiom voting for it.»

This explanation and the
call for a summit even after
the Chief Whip bad called for
explanation from the4 MPs
was not considered good eno-
ugh by the PM. By refusing
the exit permit to the CP lea-
der, she had indicatad that the
CP should tos the line if it
wanted to continue in the UF,
From all reports, the “rebel-
lion?’ inside the CP has toned
down and the dissident eleme-
nts now seem to be willing to
accept the Bill as a falr ac-
compli. And for the rest, the
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CP only wanted a face-saving
clause to “maintain the Unity
of the UF'. This is what
the other rartners in the UF
also seem to want—at least the
vast majority in the SLFP and
the L5SP.

IN THE UNP, however,
things have not worked out
quite so satisfactorely. The
Leader of the Opposition had
been asked to furnish an ex-
planation regarding certain
statements snd speeches heis
alleged to have made wanting
the UNP to change its line and
co-operate with the Govern-
ment in the natioral interest.
The UNP High Command led
by Mr, Dudley Senanayake
was opposed to this line, and
he moved the Working Com-
mittee (mainly nominated by
the President) to ask JR for an
‘ explanation *', When JR
failed to respond within the
stipulated time (an extension
had also been given),the work-
ing Committee was summoned
to expel JR from the UNP,
On the day the Working Com-
mittee, was scheduled (o meet,
JR moved the supreme Court
asking for an imjunction to
stop the Werking Committee
from expelting him, It was his
contention that the Working
Commitieewasnot the“party”’,
because the Commitiee was a
creature of the President. The
Supreme Court granted the
injunction, and a legal tussle
will ensue in the fullness of
time, In the meantime, the
UNP has announced a party
congress next month where
this matter and other policy
matters would be discussed. It
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is likely that at the party Con-
gress, which will be a “demo-
cratic” unit, JR will be duly
expelled, It is very possible
that JR may move another in-
junction, but even he must rea-
lise that political battles can-
not be resolved in courts of
law, It is also eignificant that
the Sun-Dawasa group now
confideatly predicts that JR
would jein the Government by
mid-May. Whether this will
happzn before his anticipated
expulsion from the UNP, or
after, is still not certain,

However, the Sun-Dawasa
group have also statzd that the
nzw Constitution would be
promulgatsd on May 23 (the
Daily Mirror had said that
May 22 was the chosen day
because it was an auspitious
date.) Whether it will be May
22, or May 23, political pun-
dits and UF publicists seem
confident that the new Consti-
tution would come into being
in the third week of May and
that with it will come a major
and far-reaching Cabinet resh-
uffle. But the interest in the
new Constitution ‘has paled in-
to virtual oblivion bezause of
the very precarious economic
situation of the courntry. It is
now more than clear that the
IMF and the Would Bank are
not willing to grant more loans
of a substantial character to
Ceylon, In fact the Aid Ceylon
Consortium does not seem (o
think it necessary (o mect,
Apart from everything else, the
IMF team is even said to'have
pointed out that whatever the
other limitations, the uncerta-
inty hanging over all private
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enterprise was not conducive
to “investment’’. The Busi-
ness Aquisition Act was a veri-
table sword of Damocles sus-
pended over private enterprise,
and the bankers and entrepre-
neurs of the West do not seem
to think that it was worthwhile
investing in Ceylon. It is how-
ever, reported that the UK
will on its own centinue to ex-
tend such aid as it could to
Cevlon. If this were true, there
are good reasons why Britain
will want to help Ceylon, It
must be remembered that the
UK has very substantial invest-
ments in this island, and it is
in the interests of the UK to
keep this coantry afloat as a
going concern in the hore and
belief that things would charnge
for the better in the next year
or two.

It is periinent to draw att n-
tion in this connection to the
specches the Prime Minister
and Minister Maithripala Se-
nanayake have made last week
assuring private enterprise that
nat'onalisation would in future
te only most cautiously extea-
ded and it would bte only in
the national interest that any
private business would be tz-
ken over. The PM went so far
as to say that in many instan-
ces nationalisation had led to
less income and less profit and
and that this kind of mistake
was not likely to be repeated,

The LSSP and the CP have
bezn in the forefront of more
and more natioraliation, but
after having recently achieved
fairly extznsive nationalisation,
the LSSP seems to be going
slow, chewing the cud slowly

whilst the SLFP partners got
used to the idea of more and
more nationalisation. I the
LSSP Finance Minister had
been able to balance his budget,
then the SLFP and the public
would have supported more
nationalisation,but the financial
Situation was so bleak with ali
the nationalisation that there
is a great deal of public mis-
trust about indiscriminate
nationalisation.The L SSP,how-
ever, has something to be jub-
ilant about: oneof its MPs,
Vasudeva Nanayakkara, who
had been detained since April
1971 was released last week,
Sporting a Castro-like beard
and hair style, he has become
a much photographed figure.

At the momert the LSSP%
chief policy objective scems to
be toseccure ths takeover of
Lake House, The MNation of
15/4 drew atiention to PRESS
FALSEHCODS and asked the
question HOW WILL GOVT,
REACT? The Nation seemed
to realise that takeovirs and
uatioralisation were not popu-
lar with the public or the
SLFP at the moment, and this
leading article was written on
a low key style. It was inten-

. ded to induce (or intimidate)

the Government into action,
The Nation stated “Every fas-
sing day makes it clearer trat
Ceylon has once more begun
to stage the speclacle of a Go-
vernment functioning in the
face of the unconcealed hosti-

 lity of the principal mass me-

dia to itself, no less than to its
political programme., We say
‘“once more’”’, because the first
time this became obvious was
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towards the middle of 1964,
shortly after the setting up of
vhe Coalition Government of
the SLFP and LSSP under the
Prime Minister of today. Be-
fore long, the Government was
provoked to seek to correst
this impossible sitvation by
appointing a Commission to
go into the werking of the
press and, on its recommenda-
tion, by introducinga Bill to
take over one of the news-
paper companies. Everybody
knows the events that foll-
owed."

The Nation stressed that the
“newspapers’’ Fad mounted a
major attack on the Govern-
ment, and veat on to say:
“What is no'abl: sbout this
attack is that it is carried out
with the same lack of scruple,
the same disregard for truth,
the same malice against the
Government parties and mem -
bers,that were evident in 1964,
No less notable is the evidence
of planning axd coordiration
of propaganda betae:n ths
different newspapers. Thus, all
of them can be clearly seen to
possess a central aim, viz. the
reversal of the election verdict
of May 1970. In pursva ce of
this aim, several subsidiary
aims can also be deciphered.
These latter may be listed as
follows: |. Campaign against
the present Parliament so as to
undermine its authority; 2,
Destroy the standing of exis-
ting Members of Pariament by
pouring ridicule on their integ-
rity, intellicence, values, etc.;
3. Confuse the Ministers with
rumours, false stories, warnings
of future disaster (both astro-
logical and otherwise) so as to
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promote dissensions among
them; 4, Sell the line to the
country of bringing the UNP
into the Government under the
slogan of a National Govern-
ment."’

In the absence of a takeover,
the Nation insisted that Gov-
ernment should ¢centrol’’ and

“manage’’ the papers to ensure
certain basic requirements’’.

It is difficult for the Govern-
ment to deny the newspaper
Mudalalis the right to deter-
mine the policies of their par-
ticular papers. This however,
has to be subject to three con-
ditions at least. Firstly, they
must desist from foul methegds
of slander, vilification, the cir-
culation of falsehoods, the
whipping up of social envy etc.
Secondly, they must give up
the pretence that they ere

“national” newspapers and ad-
mit frarkly that they are pro-
paganda sheets also secking to

muke money for their proprie-
tors. In such case, the Go-

vernment is not obliged at all
to extend any kind of patro-

nage to them. Thirdly, they
must accept the necessity of
some regulatory device to er-
sure that good use is made of
the national resources that are
consurned in these enterprises

and that these resources, as in
all other industries, are not

used up in the production of
unnecessary trash, Govern-
meant, for its part capnot stop
at this,of course.Since thereare
no national newspapers, it will
be compelled to set up national
newspapers to serve the citi-
zens of the country. For the
first time, then, we may have a

decent,reliable and informative
press,

Is it Vrye ?

The Nation has succeeded in
many things it has campaigned
for since this Government
came into being, but whether
it will succeed in h&ving Lake

House takea over is proble-
matic.

IS 1T TRUE?

% Newspaper
Merger

% Film Corpora-
tion

¥r Pol Arrack

by SHERLOCK HOLMES

ES IT TRUE that two ef the
three big groups amcng otr
‘“ national " dailies might be
joired in a merger within the
next few menths? That hush-
hush falks have beem going
en for sometime -abott this
matter 7 That one of the per-
sons who iad recently joined
the Board of one newspaper
group is actively canvassing
for the merger? Many in‘eres-
ting problems about staff and
manggement will erise wlen
the merger dees ra'e place ?

That some televe that the
stars agre in fuvour of such
merger ?

k3 & £

1S IT TRUE thkat the con-
frontation tetween the Minis-
ter (and one Directcr) end the
Chairman (and other Directors)
in the newly setup Film Cor-
poratien has brought every-
thing to a standstill? That ev-
en before - tke ink was dry on
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Is it True?

the Statute setting up the Cor-
poration in-fighting had kegun
ina big wayP That the big-
wigs in the Corporation had
patted themselves on the back
for finding a way to finance the
Corporatien by taking over
the films imported by the ear-
lier exhibitors and importers
(without paying compensation)
and compelling them to ex-
hibit them in their theatres and
thereafter handing over 509
of the takings to the Corp?
That this method of deing
busin2ss was known as expro-
priation? That this was the
fizsé instamee where a Govern-
ment Corporation resorted to
legal expropriation of this
kind? That ‘mapy feit that it
was immoral for a Corpora-
tion belcnging to a Govern-
ment commilted to pay com-
pensation to actin this way?
That before the public or any
one else could discuss the
ethics involved, a blight has
overtaken this Corporation?

That some newspapers re-
porting these developments
are divided in their loyalties?
That seme favour the Minister?
That some other newspapers
are fully behind the Chairman
and other Directors? That the
General Manager of the Cor-
poration is a prime target of
attack by the supperters ef the
Minister? That the Minister
has in recent days issved a
number of directives, as he is
smpeweiel to do, under the
Act to make a mockery of the
work of the Corperation ?
That an order has been issued
that the Corporation should
not enter into any contractual
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arrangements to renew the
contracts for the impor of
western films due to expire in
June? That the Minister has
also ordered the Corporation
to stop the import of all Tamil
and Hindi films? That a fur-
ther Ministerial order has sti-
pulated that no raw film sho-
uld be imported? That this
raw fllm was for the produc-
tion of Sinhala films ? That
Ministerial orders have also
been issued to prohibit the im-
port of theatre equipment and
spares ? That a Ministerial
fiat has prohibited the Corpo-
ration recruviting any staff ?
That there are efforts also be-
ing made to remove the Chief
Executive and General Mana-
ger !

That the squabble has rea-
ched such proportions that a
special ministerial committee
was investigating the dispute
te submit a report to the PM?
That the affairs of the Film
Corporation is no advertise-
ment for the efforts of the Go-
vernment to push the public
sector into a dominant posi-
tion ?

& & o

IS IT TRUE that pol arrack
would soon be a rarity pever
to be got? That at least for a
few more weeks a few bottles
might be found in some stray
corner? That arrack drinkers
would in future have to be
satisfied with the mollasses ar-
rack? That the popular rame
for this arrack was Gal in bo-
nour of Gal Oya where this
kind of arrack was first manu-
factured? That the rzason for
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the shortage of po! arrack was
due to the shortage of toddy
tappers? That Ceyion had wiia
great gusto packed off about
3000 to 4000 toddy tappers of
Indian crigin (who had been
here for several generations) on
the ground that they had visi-
ted their ““homeland” once ia
awh?

That the Government had
hoped to attract the unemploy-
ed youth of this country to
this highly lucrative profes-
sion? Thet in spite of the best
efforts of the Department of
Labouramd other government
agencies the response for the
call for tappers was more than
disappointing?

That in desperation, the Go-
vernment had even approached
the Government of India to se-
nd about 2000 tappers onacon-
tract basis? That the Govern-
ment of India has refused to
accede to this request ? That as
a resuit there will be sooen little
or no Pol arrack in Ceylon?
That many think that with the
depredations of the pest cumin-
gii — tappers or no tappers—
it would be wite to forget po!
arrack for a long time to come?
That gal arrack unfortunately
was bound (0 increase certaie
kind of ailments which stem
from drinking the non—pol
gal arrack?
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Who can tell. .. Dame fortune may be knocking
on your door next!

She can enter only with your help. Open the door to her, or a window
at the very least, by buying even just one National Lotteries Board
Sweep Ticket. How can she come in otharwise 7

Remember, even if your time is good. you cannot win a Sweep without buying a
ticket. What's more, since the National Lotteries Board contributes
millions of rupees each year to the Consoclidated Fund
for use in Development Projects, you are helping to develop your
country when you buy«a National Lotteries Board Sweep Ticket,

with NLB Sweeps — WIN or LOSE, it's YOU who gain !
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Registered as a Newspaper in Ceylon,

belongs to the world
of today .
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