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Nixon’s Gamble -

To help South Vie'nam tost-
and upto Hanoi’sunsxpectedly
powerful offsnsive Idunched
on March 31, President Nixon
escalated the air bombing of
North Vistnam. But this was
of littls avail and the three-pr-
onged attask mounted by the
DRYV began to shake the foun-
dations of the South Viet-
namese government. When
Quang Tri fell, Nixon took the
unprecedented step of droppi-
ng mines outside all North Viet-
namese ports. The Newsweek
22/5, in a leading article enti-
tled NIXONS VIETNAM
GAMBLE, stated that the mi-
ning of waters outside North
Vietnamese ports was looked
01 with apprehensicn by the
A}perican peop'e. It had kro-
ught the biggest confron-
tation with the USSR since the
Cubaa missile crisis tear years
ago. The Newsweek said Pre-
sident Nixon had taken “a
step his precedecessors in the
White House had repecatedly
shunned as too risky...”" What
intrigued many was “*how wou-
11 the Soviet Union retaliate?”’,
and Newsweek's view was
that“at the very least,everyone
seemed to agree, the men in
Kremlin had little choice but
to cancel next week’'s Moscow
summit......"”* Buf, Moscow
did not not. The Kremlin dis-
played much more restraint
and maturity tkan most Ameri-
cang had expected.

There was no doubt that
Hanoi’s a:ztions wer2 solely
delermined by her own intere-
sts. The growing detente tet-

Who Won?

ween Peking and Washington
was a mattcr of desp concern
to Hanoi, but with Nix on
going to Moscow DRV’s lead-
ers felt continuing confronta-
tion in Vietnam might be sup-
erseded by negotiation--before
Hanoi was able to secure total
victory. Just before
Nixen’s visit to Peking, Hanoi
had visibly prepared for an
offensive and this had rushed
Nixon to step up his bombing
of North Vietnam, But this
escalation did not stop tke Pe-
king summit. The Moscow su-
mmit was of even greatir con-
cern to Hanoi because Russia
was the supplier of DRV’s
sophisticated weaponry, Ha-
noi's offensive on March 31,
(not the best time or weather
for an offensive), threalered to
tirow a spanner into the Mos-
cow summit. Nixon reacted
iz a predictable manrer as he
had do:e before the Peking
summit too. He esra'atad the
bombing and went a step fu-
rther and mined the waters out-
sice all DRV poits. This un-
doubtedly satisfied the Ameri-
cas ego and this flourish of
bravado will no doubt help Ni-
xon with the US voters. If Pe-
king and Moscow also behaved
in the same predictable Nixo-
nian manner “to save face,”
there would have bzen no Pe-
king summit or a Moscow su-
mmit. And, what is worse,
werid tensions would bave
escalated instead of decreasing
as they have doneafter the two
summits. [t was suggesfed in
many quartexs that Moscow
Dlyitzedi bypvomapded-ouddation. o i’ s
"RRIIVE pEEFYFLABAYin Janu-

ary whilst Peking kad returned
the comyliment attbeend of
March, but there is no eviden-
ce that the USSR and China
have been playing this Jekyll
and Hyde game in this instance.
Hanoi’s leadership is astute
and subtle enough to have wo-
rked it out on its own. Hanoi
is determined to secure a mili-
tary victory in Indochina and
needs the assistance of both the

USSR apnd China, unencumbe-
red by the co-existential web

of detente, to achieve this ob-
jective. American ego and pre-
stipe understandably resist a
total military cefeat of its In-
dochinese allies in Scuth Viet-
nam, Laps and Cambtod!a, th-
ough the US now ceems willing
to have a negotiated peace with
coalition govercments in the
ragions -outside DRV centrel.

"Nixoa we:t to Moscow on
May 22 a3 scheduled. The war
in Vie'nam Lad tecome bogg-
ed dewn in a stalemate. But in

.spite of the daric clouds owr

Victnam, Nixon signed a num-
bar of significant agreements in
Moscow including one curiail-
ing stra‘egic nuclcar weapons.
The only inconclusive agiee-
ment was ore about trade, but
traje problems could rot te
finalised until the outstanding
questions ¢f Russia’s cebts to
the USA from thte Second
World War, under Lend-Lease
etc., are resolved. But, judged
by any standard, the Moscow
Summit was a tremendous
success — in spite ¢f Nixon's
gamble in Vietram,
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On The Constitution

THE NEW REPUBLIC of
Sri Lanka (Ceylon) was brou-
ghtinto being 43 minutes after
the stroke of twelve noon
on Manday, May 22, 1972.
This was the time set for the
new birth by the astrologers
a lvising the Goverament,
The Daily Mirror, 23/5,
with a flourish of pardenabls
rhetoric claimed that *. Cey-
lon, the world’s oldest monar-
chy, broke away from the sh-
ackles of alien rule, to emerge
a3 the youngest free, sovereign
and indepzndent Republic of
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Sri Lanka. At the time set by
the astrologers as the most au-
spicious, moment, the island
snapped its monarchist rule
which began reportedly with
the landing of Prince Vijaya
and ended with 157 years un-
der the British Crown. Ata
simple but poignant ceremony,
evocative of the rich cultural
heritage of the nation held at
Navarangatala yesterday, the
legislators. ushered in for the
13 million people of this coun-
niry a Republican Constitu-
ton promising a rew era of
socialist democracy...”

The Sun, 23/5, took an even
more high Falutin’ attitude and
eald “,..It was indeed an epic
event which signalled the clg-
sure of one chapter in history
and the opening of 8 new one
filled with immense potentiali-
ties...” The Daily News,
23/5, was much more prosaio
in describing the event, and
merely said: “The Republic of
Sri Lanka was bern yesterday
afternoon when the President
of the Constituent Assembly,
Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne, sign-
ed the certificate declaring the
new constitution adopted.,.”

Though the daily papérs and
the weeklies of the political
parties had streamer headlines
and enthusiastic reports about
the historic significance of the
event, it was a fact that there
was no spontaneous public
enthusiasm, such as was
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witnessed immediately after
SWRD’s electoral victory in
April 1956, or after Mrs. B's
first electoral (riumph in
July 1960, or after the UF
election landslide in May 1970,
Both in the towns and in the
villages, the ceremonies on
May 22 were purely on an
official basis and not all the
propaganda blasts frem CRC
seems to have moved the er-
dinary man from the frust a-
ted apathy into which he has
sunk under the burden of high
prices and chronic shortages
of estential goods. In Kandy
there was reportedly a turnout
of 50,000 on May 24, accor-
ding to the most enthusiastic
report, but this number was
small consicering the fact that
the Tooth Relic was teing “ex-
posed®’ to the public.

UF ENTHUSIASTS find it
difficult to explain why public
enthusiasm was so limited:
they say that the people bad
begen to take the new Repub-
lican Status for granted. More
detached and objective obser-
vers feel that the ordinary man
has adopted a-watch-and-wait
attitude. He knows that the
same plates and the rules of
the game are being changed,
but he does not know what is
in store, He had voted for the
UF believing that the mille-
nium would be ushered soon
after victory, but he was dis-
appointed. The ordinary veter
does not want to be disillusi-
oned again. He does not want
to place all his hopes in the
new Constitution especially
when the UN P and other
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part.es have not accepted the
new Constitution. Although the
UNP has only a poor parlia-
maentary voting strength, the
48% of the electorate which
voted pro-UNP in 1970 is still
anti-UPR, though what percen-
tage of it is still pro-UNP is
uncertain. In the same way, it
is highly problematic what
percentage of those who had
voted UF in 1970 weuld still
vote UF today. So much has
happsnzd between May 1970
and today that it would be un-
realistic to think, assome UF
enthusiasts wishfully like to
believe, that the voting sympa-
thies of the public are what
they were in 1970.

THE GOVERNMENT also
see ns to wishfully believe that
taz Repuiblic would infuse
new enthusiasm into the ordi-
nary maz. It is c'aimed that
“an>ther ¢’e:tion plzdge’” had
bzeafulfill=d, This ‘4 ulfilment”
is an empty and seatimen'al
onz,andunless coacrets benafits
flow almnpst immediately, the
new Republican Constitution
would become a political joke.

The Constitution has uadoub-
ted app-al for three groups:
(1) the Buddhists who are
happy that Buddhism has be:n
made the de fac'o stats reli-
gion,(2) the Sinhalese, especi-
ally the ultras, who are happy
(chauvinistically speaking )that
Sinhala had been made the
sole officlal language from Pe-
dro to Dondra, and finally the
intellectualised Left who seem
to think that all that was
necessary in a new Republican
Constitution was a declaration

of faith that the country was
being taken towards socialism
with a constitutional embarge
on private property and funda-
mental rights which might be
used to turn the country on to
the road of private capitalism.

The Buddhists and the Sin-
hala ultras think that surren-
der to “socialism’* with prote-
ctive barriers against private
property was a small priee to
pay Tor establishing a Sinhala
Buddhist Republic. They fond-
ly believe that permanence
for posterity has been achieved
for a pure Sinhala Dipa where
the racial, rzligious lingulstic
and cultural minorities could
be easily and quickly assimi-
Jated as true-bloeded Sinhalas
and Buddhists within a short
time. What they feel is ““irans-
itory”’ about the situation is
that there are minority groups
and peoples who have to be
assimila’ed. Until this assimi-
lation takes place, they think
that a strong buttactful govera-
ment was essential: and that,
to achieve this objective the
Le'tists were a useful asset.

The intellectualised Left are
desply consclous that in order
to bave 8 Republican Consti-
tution with a Soctalist orienta-
tion they have had to sacrifice
major principles in regard to
secularism and minority rights
which are sacred to Marxists
and socialists, The Leftists ar-
gue that this “surrender'’ to
the Buddhist and Sinhala ul-
tras was only temporary to
achieve soclalism through de-
mocractic processes.

The Nation, the organ of
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the intellectual Left in the UF,
seems to be highly conseious
about this aspect of the dyna-
mies of this Constitutien. In a
mostapologeticnote inits bum-
per issue of May 22, 1972, the
Nation in its last page celumn
uader the title NOW TO PRO-
VE @UR SOCIALIST PUR-
PBSE | stated: “Past of the
prablom of eveldating consii-
tutions is the difficulty of rea-
listic appreciation - of their
limitations. It is as easy to
ridicule the significance of
coastitutions as to exaggerate
their potectiality.Constitutions
do not guarantee social objec-
tives of any kind. They only
frame the political conditions
that can lead to theattainment
of those objectives, The rest is
a function of political leader-
ship, of mass political consei-
ousness. For this reason cons-
titutions are imp r ant. Bec-
ause if the coriect framework
is not provided within which
tae political struggl: csn pro-
ceed, the tasks of both leader-
ship and struggle become com-
plicated. The test of a good
constitution thercfore is its
appropriateness to the social
ethos of the ceantry and the
ideclogieal aims of the domi-~
nant political leadership. A
conflict between them nust
l:ad either to peril for the
constitution or supprsssion of
masa politics.”

THIS IS the most apologe-
tic plea one can think of for a
constitution which was “drawn
up” by the golden brains of the
Left movement in Ceylon. Bet-
ween the lines, what Nation
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suggests is that a constitutio-
nal framework had been ereat-
ed so that a foreword-looking
political leadership could in
the contemporary sacial ethos
utilise the situation to attain
certain socialist objectives.

Then-the Natibn goes on to
give the reasons why Leftists
should accept the Censtitution.
With cynicism which Is reveal-
ing, it stressed that the Consti-
tution was not “‘sither divinely
inspired or a framework of the
sate for all time to come’.
The Nation frankly admitted
that the present Constitution
was cn'y for a period of tran-
sition.

“The outstanding feature of
the new Constitution of Cey-
lon is the basic conside:ation it
has paid to this problem of the
social ethos and the outlook of
the deminant political leader-
ship....... With frankness and
realism it seeks to provide a
framewerk for the limited his-
torie period of the tramsition
of our seciety to Socialism.....
The new Constitution of Cey-
lon, therefore, bears the hall-
mark of the parliamentary
process that gave it birth., Ia
that sense it embodies the eon-

sensus currently obtsining in

the political life of the country,
It is not an ideal constitution,
but that which engbles the di-
ffereat sociol groups to press
forward with the struggle for
their separate social aims with-
out resort to violent civil war-
Inre......."”

The passage quoted shows
the logic aad methodolegy of
the Left as represented by the
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Nation. What was necessary
was, it stressed, to bave a fra-
mework which could be used
by the UF leadership to achi-
eve the objectives they have
in mind. The process is descri-
bed in some detail in the sop-
histicated idiom which only

intellectual elile of the Ileft
could understand.
This disceurse is intended

to convince the imtellectuals
on the Left into whom doubts
have crept in about the new
Republican Constitution, that
the LSSP was capable of hand-
ling the situation ip a way that
would ensure secialism, This
is cortainly an under-estima-
tion of the Sinhgla and Bud-
dhist ultras, but that is aro-
ther matter. The Nation is
confideat, however, that tke
Left knew what it was abeut,

“The limitation of the con-
ditions in which the Cons-
titution has been framed mani-
fests itself in the fact that the
Principles of State Policy are
general directive principles in-
tended to guide the making of
laws and the tasks of govern-
ment of the country, but can-
not be enforced through resert
to any court of law. In other
words, the freedom has been
conceded to those classes and
groups within the nation who
do not accept the necessity of
a Socialist democracy, not to
implement these principles and
even 10 oppose them withoyt
violating ether provisione of
the Constitution, Their parti-
cipation in the consensus on
which the Constitution if foun-

ded consists in their acceptance

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Tr.bunania

of the right of the Constituent
Assembly, and the masses of
people that stand behind it, led
by the United Front Govern-
ment, to take the country to-
wards the implementation of
the Principles of State Policy.
If they oppose this right and
obstruet the attempt of the UF
Government to implement the-
so Principles of State Policy,
they will be opting out of the
consensus, The Constitution
provides the necessary powers
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Contemporary Notebook

End of
Monarchy

by
AGASTYA

IT IS at all times difficult to
stand aside detached arnd con-
template upon events which are
tumbling down all arouad
us, Somewhere and at some
point events always impinge
on every one of us ina way
which provokes the inhibitions
and allegories in each of us to
incite us into indignation, irra-
tionality or fanatical admira-
tion. To aequire detachment
and objectivity in the world of
today is a difficult exercise, but
is semething worth striving
for.

At the moment, everyone is
shouting slogans about the vir-
tues of a Republic. We hLase
been & monarchy, it is asser-
ted until new for over 2500
years. For the last 150 years
or more, a British King or¥
Queen has been our monarch.
Before that for 150 years or so,
it was the Dutch monarch, and
for a yet earlier 150 years, the
monarch of Portuga] was ao-
knowledged as the King of
those paits of maritime Ceylon
ruled by the Portugu-
ese.

Before that, for over 2000
years, it is asserted, Ceylonhad
a history of monarchy as re-
corded in Pali in the Mahavam-
sa and the Culavamsa. During
this period there have been
more than ene monarch con-
temporaneously ruling differ-

4

ent parts of Ceylon, but the
basis of sovereignty and gov-
ernment in Ceylon was monar-
chy. Even before the Vijayan
era,there was no deubt that the
country wae ruled by kings and
quaeens. Sp it would be correct
to say that for the first time in
it’s history Ceylon hai chosen
to assume a Republican status.

WE PART company with
the British Queen on May 22.
Whether the parting will be
graceful, courteous or abruptly
sharp, will depend on the tem-
per and mood of those leaders
of the Government and the UF
who are having the maximum
say in the matter of setting up
the new Republic. There is
however no doubt that much
of the glamour surrounding
monarchs and kings has wora
out. India receatly abolished
the privy purses of princes and
it will be only a matter of time
bafore the class of princely
overlords are forgotten in  In-
dia—but they will no doubt be
repliced by other kinds of
overlords. Britain still finds it
useful to keep it’s monarchy, so
does Japan, and both cost the
taxpayer a pretty penny.

In Japan, there is still great
respect for the monarch and
Emperor, but in Pritain the
most outrageous criticism abo-
ut the monarchy is now
made. A British (Scottish)
MP, William Hamilton, has
carried on aone mancampaign
against the British monarchy
and thus has naturally aroused
indignation among conserva-
tive elements in Britain, But it
is nevertheless interesting to
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note what Hamilton has to
say. A marxist commentator
writing a syndicated article for
leftwing newspapers and jour-
nals bad a piece in early Feb-
ruary this year which was pub-
lished in.many left papers: He
said: “One of these days, the
people of Britain are going to
reaet against a system in which
milliens of common people are
paid $39—$52 a week while
Princess Margaret gats $1,040
aweek ‘to goto theatre premiers
and cocktail parties,”said Wil-
liam Hamilton, warming to
one of his favourite subjects.
«If the BritishRoyal family were
dumpsd into the Thames River,
he said, I would regret the loss
of life but that’s all ..., If I
had a chance to debate the
monarchy on television with
Prince Phillip (Queen Eliza-
beth’s husband), I would ask
him how he justifies the morey
Parl'ament gives him and his
family” said Hamilton, a leit-
wing member of Parliament.
1 would tell him,” Hamilton
said,‘thetwe encourage them to
breed like rabbits. The heredi-
tary prirciple in the monarchy
is less selective than that of a
stud farm. There, you can at
least choese your stock. Ina
hereditary monarchy, we have
to take what comes aleng.'
Queen Elizabeth has four chil-
dren—three sons and a daugh-
ter:

“Hamilton fought against a
proposal in Parliament last ye-
ar to give the Queen a 106 per-
cent pay raice. It wasappro-
ved despite Hamilton's conten-
tion that it was ‘shameful.’He
gaid it was hard to understand.
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why when miliions of or-
dinary Britens are paid less
than $52 a week, ‘Princess
Margaret should be paid
$1,040 a week to go to theatre
premiers and cocktail parties.
I think there is going to be an
upsurge among the common
people when they se: how bad-
ly this question of royal wealth
is handled and how they, the
royal family, rafuss to discuis
their eaormous private wealih,’
Ha nilton ¢aid. *The ordinery
pople are going to react and
in 20 to 30 years I see the end
of the mona-chy or in 50 yezrs
at most. [ don't think thers
isany hop:of the monarchy
disappsaring in the immediate
futere,” Hamilton said. They
have a very excellant public

r:lations officer in Prince Phi-

Ilip, who is full of glittering
rzpartee, He is very goodat it
The hereditary institutions of
Britain have a very good sence
of self-preservation and I think
they'll preserve themselves for
a few years yet, But when
Prince Charles comes along,
the people willbea lot mors
cynical,’ Hamilten said. Char-
les was likely to be middle-
aged when he comes (o the
throne. ‘He could be the grea-
tost mit-wit in the world but
he still will be the monarch,’
Hamilton said. ‘He probably
will marry someday because
Parliament has already guaran-
teed his widow $156,000 a ye-
ar, There is likely to be no
shortage of offers.’

Hamilton conceded Queen
Elizabeth dges her job reaso-
nably well, But thers are thou-
sands of young women in my
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constituency in Scotland who
could do it better.”’ Hamilton
said one of the problems to
ge'ting rid of the monarchy is
that “the British people have
been brainwashed from the
cradle to the grave into think-
ing the monarchy is cheap at
the price...That is a lot of rub.
bish,'’ he said.

IT WAS a coincidence
that in the same first wesk in
De:ember 1971 when India
sbolished the privy purses, a
British Parliamentary Commit-
tee racommended that the Qu-
cen be granted a 106 percont
increase in her ‘pay’. As from
January 1972, her ‘eivil list?
funds would increase from
£ 475,000 to £ 980,000 a yeur.
Other members of the royal fa-
inily were also awarded increa-
ses and all these were later ap-
proved in Parliament with only
William Hamiltoa’s voice rai-
sed in protest. Qne important
r:commendation by the Com-
mittee was that the civil list be
roviewed at least every 10
years.

Not all members of the cem-
mittee agreed with these reco-
mmendations, A stinging at-
tack en the increases came fr-
om Labour party leftwinger
William Hamilton. He said the
royal pay review ‘‘represented
the most insensitive brazen pay
claim made in the last 200
years’’. Hamiltom wanted the
Queen’s pay out to 100,000 st-
erling a year and said the Qu-
een Mother's income (95,000
pounds) should he reduced to
the level of a retired Prime
Minister, He said Princess
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Margaret should not get any
public income at all - *“since
she hasa working husband and
since her public engagements
appear to be extremely limited
in number it is not right, to
ask the taxpayer to continue
payment of this annuity.”” Free
housing accommodation sho-
uld be ample recompense for
the princess he said. The com-
mities had recommended her
income be raised from 15,000
pounds to 35,000 pounds,

AFTER 1815, Ceylon's cosn-
tact with monarchy was g dis-
tant one, Before that, even
though the maritime areas fr-
om 1505 AD owed allegiance
to the monarchs in Portugal
and Holland respectively, Cey-
lon still had a King in Kandy.
But for the last 150 odd years,
Ceylon’s monarch was over the
seas, in far away Britain,

From May 22, however we
will have a President, nomina-
ted by the Prime Minister.
Thar certainly iz a big change.
But a ehange will come in Bri-
tain also, but as Hamilton says
it may take a long time,

TheBritish made the last King
of Kandy a prisoner and sent
him into exile in India where the
King and the members eof his
immediate family were paid
“pensions’’. When they were
first paid, the amount may
have been handsome enough,
but a bundred and twenty five
years later pensions had be-
come a beggarly pittance by
the sheer devaluation in the
real value of money. Thisco-
lumnist knew of one wing of
the Kandyan roygl family in a
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. small town in S. India strugg-
ling along on a pension of se-
venty five rupess a month.

1 do hope that the fate which
overiook the Kandyan Royal
family doss not overtake the
British Royal Family. But
thers is no saying what will
happen. The great wealth of
the Romanovs and Hepsburgs
disappeared overnight. Survi-
ving members of many Europe-
an menarchies ended up as
waiters and waitresses.

Everything which has a be-
ginning has an end, So also
with Monarchy,

A few monarchies like the
British, Japanese and the Ira-
nian ase still surviving in com-
fort and wealth, but many oth-
ers are tottering into poverty
and even ignominy.

Tie days of monarchy ae
numbered.
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JAPAN-3
Rising Sun
In Pacific

by
TOM ENGELHARDT
and JIM PECK

BEHIND THIS INCREA-
SED PUSH OF AMERIGCAN
capital towards the Japanpese
domestic market lies a desire of
America’s ‘““multi national”
corporations to male the Ja-
parese economy far more in-
tensely interdependent with the
“world market”—that is, US
corporate planning and cont-
rol. The Japanese Govern-
ment and its Zaiba'su allies
have fought fiercely against
this, because they know that
the significant ei try of Ameri-
ca’s corporate eitities into Ja-
panese industry will radically
alter the operation of the Japa-
nese economy and their cont-
rol over it. As Robert Guilla'n,
Le Monde’s Japan cerrespor-
dent explains: *“They fear that
Amersican directors or eo-direc-
tors will refuse to play the
game as it is understood in the
Japanese business world. .. that
the delicate co-operation bet-
ween administration and busi-
ness will not work with them
and that they may not be ame-
pable saough to follow volun-
tarily the guidance of the Go-
vernment plaoners. They feel
that there will be....com-
pletely new kinds of conflict
within the firms, in which the
whole traditional structvre—
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methods of hiring, prometion
wages—will beturned upside
down."

Japansse manufacturers bave
leng follewed the tactic of [or-
ming export cariels, The pow-
erful Ministry of Trade and
Industry(MITI) officially sanc-

tions and protects such car-
tels, causing US businessmen

to refer to the whols economy
as “Japap, Inc'’. By getting
together, Za'harsu who might
ecompete within Japan cc-ope-
rate to gain exports. Last year,
for instance, seven (trading
companies banded together
with tLrce Japaneee stcelma-
kers te obtain orders for 10
million dollars worth of pipe
for the Trans-Alaska pipeline.
A Samitomo Trading Co offi-
clal candidly explained the ra-
tionalz2 of coopzration: *If we
compets against each other
ovearseas, it's no use; some
foreign company may get the
job. We have to present a jo-
int fron! against the overseas
competit 1s.”" Tle impact of
American capitel could casily
disrupt such operations, for-
cing key decisions fo be mace
outside Jipan,. In g sense, Ja-
pan’s giant Zaibaisu are their
own muliinational corpera-
tions—capable of providing a
host of services and rationaily
able to coordinate their com-
mitmrents. That is why they
po:e such a challenge to the
Us.

Naturally enough, actual
US investment in Japan is re-
latively low—just over 1 per
ceng of total US overseas in-
vestment, Morzoves, in most
sectors of the economy, foreign
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investoss oontrol only around
5 per cent of the market. There
ars exceptions. Priorto 1964,
Tokyo allowed forsign firms to
set up yen-based companics
(companies financed from ab-
road but umable to cead pro-
fits home). Amoag those who
tcok advantage of this was
IBM, which now cont-ols abo-
ut 70 pe: ceat of Japan's com-
putcr market through a wholly
owned subsidizry, Majcr ol
interests, Co:a C.la, Pep i
Cola, and tie aluminium in-
dusiry, amongz others, took
advantage of the agrcerent,

Another typs of Arve ican
capital peneirition in re.ent
vears has taken place in the
Japase.e car industry, Thro-
ughout the 1960s compatition
within Japaa was intense. Now
only the best of a dozen Japa-
nese companie; remain power-
ful: Toyota and Nissan (Dat-
sun), Detroit’s response has
besn to buy intg the smaller
and rather vulnerable Japanese
firms,Thus Chrysler boughtinto
Mitsubishi Motors; GM holds
34 par cent of Isuzu; and Ford
is trying to purchase 20 per
ceat of Toyo Kogyo (owner of
the rotary engine Mazda).
However, Japanese Industry
has so far successfully fought
off US attempts to gain entra-
nce into the more powerful car
firms. As one disgusted Ameri-
can businessman remarked;
“By the time the Japanese Go-
verament liberalizes foreign
investment in the automohils
industry, it will probably bra-
ak it down in'o the sparkplug
industry, the {eft fonder indus-
try, etc,’?
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‘ the new policy,

Though Japanese industries
are generally ~ fighting hard
(with the help of their Govern-
ment) against loss of control,
the picture is confusing, Japa-
riese policy is in disarray as the
Goverament, economic orga-
nizations, and industrial asso-
ciations$ haggle over details of
Facing the
gatiering coercive force of the
US e:onomy, the question is
only on: of how much to givs
in, and on what inte: rests, Certg-
mly, this bas caused an unple-
a:ant scramble in the Japane e
busiress community, each in-
dustry looking out for it elf.

OF ALL AREAS OF PO-
TEN{IAL FUTURE CON-
FLICT, Japan is most valre-
r:b'ein the ar.a of oil. Ja_a.’s
n:zed for oil has ricen at a rate
more rapid perhap:, than that
of any otker country in the
world. As late as 1955, Japan
used only gbout 10 miliion
tons of oil per year. Today, it
consumes 180 million tons per
yer. By 1980 it is estimated,
Japan's needs will be in the
vieinity of 750 million tons,

Japan produces, domestically
less than one million tons—a
figure which has remained sta -
ble for a long time, Ninety
nine per cent of its require-
ments in qil must come from
abroad, must come in fact al-
mest wholly from sources con-
trolled by the US (or other
West:tn countries.) About 85
per cent of this oil does not
even eome from Asia, but from
the Middle East, by a tortuous

route through the Malacca
Straits.

Not only are the Japanese

Japan —3

dependent on American sour-
ces for their oil, but theis do-
mestic oil industry (including
refining in which Japan is se-
cond in capacity in the non-
socialist world) is one of those
most penetrated by American
capitel. 1t was an industry
which the large internaticnal
corporations (particulary Shell
and Standard Oil Esso) weie
able to sit on almost from the
bezirning of the American
occupation. Today, the bigg-
e:tJuranes oil companies have
only 50 per cent Japanese
owrership, and, though (ker
presidents are always Japanee,
vice-presidents, chicf directors
and other high officials are
ofter fereigners.

Wkhat, of course upsets the
Jaranese ruling class the mwost
isthat,unlil @ . lmost all other
rroductsitimpert: for oilit mu-
st rely so Leavily onoze nation.
Though theoretically the Soviet
Union is an alternate source of
oil, up to now political facters
have prevented Japan from
accepting snything but minis-
culs amounts of oil from there"

Since 1965, Japanese compa-
nies have been prospecting for
oil; and since 1967, there has
becn an active Governmen!;’
private corporation, the Japan
Petroleum Development Cog-
poration (Japex), set up solely
to try to find alternate sources.
In fact in the last few years
newly formed Japaneie com-
panies and consortia hase been
involved in a frantic search for
new oil fields and new ¢il con-
cessions, Alaska, Inderesia,
Sumatra, Irpn’s Lucrastan oil
fields, Western Austraiia, New
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Guinea, the coastal shelf off
Vietnam, and recently evea in
Japan's own backyard, the
waters around the Tiao Yu-tai
(S=nkaku) Islands where there
are overlapping clalms by
Japan, Korea, Taiwan, and the
People’s Rezpublic ef China.
The Japan-Taiwan dispute wh-
ich developed over these tiny
Islands Jed a Japanese naval
vessel to remove a Chinese
Nationalist flag from the isla-
nds. As for other claims, in-
cluding Peking’s, former fore-
ign Minister Kiichi and Aichi
said: “Without doubt the Sen-
kakus are Japan’s and there
is no reason why Japan should
negotiata with any foreign coun-
try on the matter."

Bat, despite the despzration
of Japan’s moves the results
have bsen disappointing. As
socio'ogist Franz Schurnann
has explained; ““American com-
paaies have the capital and the
drilling technclogy to domi-
nate the oil market: Japan, for
all its spectacular advances,
lags baily behind, Thus if the
present trend continues, Japan
will find itself in a situation
similar to 1940, where virtually
all its oil sources were in unfri-
endly hands, chiefly American,
British, and Dutch. Then it
needed oil for its war machine.
Today it needs oil for its boom-
ing economy, But the de-
pendence is the same: the most
vilal energy source for any ad-
vanced industrial nation is oil
and will remain so for a long
time, and those sources for Ja-
pan are now and will bain
foreign hands, this time over-
whelmingly American,”

8 .

Given its dependence on the
US trade relationship, it’s nezd
for US-controlled ei), and tte
usefulness of US support in it’s
military expansion, Japan is
not likely to soon junk its alli-
ance with the United States,
Despite it's anger over presznt
US policy, the US still offers
Japan a powerful global ally,

There ars ds wel!, sirong
domestio factors rzinforcing
this Japanese ruling class in its
alliance with America. Popu-

lar seatimeat is still strongly .

opposed to nuclear armament,
and a rapid government move
in this direction would cause
“avoidable conflicts*’.

It is a fear of Japane ¢ Right-
wing militarism, not Japan's
military role, that concerns
Washingtor. A ‘¢high admi-
nistrative official’, widely qu-
oted in the Japarese press to
be Nixon, said that the security
pact is partly designed to ¢'po-
lice'” Japan against the revival
of “militirism?’,

The viglence of Leftist stc-
dent protests in the 1960s. ten-
ded to obscure the increasing
power of the Right-wing. “Mo-
re Rightist organizations are
active in Japan today than
there were during World War-
II—and they have triggered off
more iacidents than their pre-
war counterparts,”” reports the
Far Eastern Economic Review,
Rightist forces form a hard
core which offers indispensabel
support to Japan’spolitical and
economic establishaent. They
threaten the left whose strength
has dwindled under relentlsss
official pressure, Sesurity mea-
sures ara tighter, Government

intervention in edu-
eition (directed at regiment-
ation of the gystsm) meo:e
direct—even extending to a ste-
ady removal from textbooks
of reference to World War II.
Oa the Left, only the relatively
“mederate’ Japanese Commu-
nist Party, whose membership
imzreased to 380,000, bas grown
iz recent years. The Right
on the other hand, can muster
the support of nearly three mil-
lion people —with strong repre-
sentation in’the Liberal Cemo-
cratic Party, business, journa-
lism, the arts, religion, science,
education, and the judiciary. .

The whole rightist myst que
was brought to thke fcreina
blaze of publicity in late 1970
when novelist Yukio Mushima
(in strict obscrvance of the tra-
d tio~al Bushido ri{uil) commit
ted suicice, On g more po-
pular lzvel, the glorification of
violence is good film box office
today. Films glorifying ya-
kuza(gangster jfigures ara sure-
fire money makers for al] audi-
ences; so too are those lauding
the virtue and viplence of the
samurai,

AS FOR THE IMMEDI-
ATE FUTURE OF THE
SATO Ggvernment, its main
worry is the increasing di.en-
chantment of the business com-
munity and the LDP itself,
Japan’s political = parties, as
Robert Guiliain not:d, “are
in faet leaders withk no follow-
ing, a high command that has
no rank and file’’. Their funds
come from the businessmen
and industrial managers, who
(together with their allies in
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the bureaucracy), run the co-
untry. And it is these busi-
ness interests who have been
unzasy about the American and
Chimese response to Japan’s
growing power,

It was, however the announ-
cement of Nixon’s trip to Chi-
na which put the kiss of death
on the Sato Govesnment, for
the possible long-term ‘‘loss”
of the China Market is a divi-
give issue among Japan’s busi-
ness leaders, And the Chinese,
for their part, have been em-
phasizing the growing contra-
dict ons betwesn the Americans
and the Japanese, The Peo-
ple’s  Duily succinetly siates
the current Chinese view: “Ja-
panese militarism wants to
make a comeback by relying
on US imperialism, whereas
the lattsr strives (o tighten its
control over Japan ecornomi-

_cally, politically, and militarily
fastening her firmly to its war
chariot. US imperialism has
no wish to see an indepzndent
prosperous aad strong Japzn
in Asia. While calling Japan
a ‘close partner’, it is actually
ready t> Le'ray her at any ti-
me”’ The Chinese sre now
trying to explore the nature of
these contradictions beiween
Japan and various countries of
Sorth-east Asia, and betwecn
Japan and the US itself.

In April 1970, Chou En-lai
emphasized same of these are-
as of potential conflict when he
get forth “four principles” gov-
erning Peking’s future trade
with Japan. There would be no
deals with firms actively invol-
ved in South Korea, in Taiwan,
co'laborating with the US in
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Vietnam, or invelved in joint
ventures with American firms,
In July and August 1970, a
considerable number of com-
panies were excluded from the
China trade. They included
dummy corpoiations sct up
speeifically for the China trade
by the tour majer tiading com-
panies — Mitsui, Mitsabishi,
Marubeni, and Itoh. Forty
other companies which had
participated in the 15th meeting
of the Japan-Republic of Chira
Co-operation Committee rece-
ived the same (reatment—incl-
uding New Japan Steel, Japan
Air Lines, Mitsubishi Hsavy
Industries, Sumitomo Chemi-
cals. Oikers, like Asahi-Dow,
were excluded as joint US Jap-
an2se companies,

The rssponse among Japa-
nese businessn en has besn sur-
prising, though notoonclusive,
Some, like those in chemical
fertilizer production, who al-
ready ship some 60 percent of
Japan’s production te China
immediately ccated sales to
Taiwan. Otibers have simply
shifted policy — fearful that
they will have no access in the
long run to China. Five of the
six Japanese shipping lines ser-
ving Talwan have suspended
service, Japan Air Lines can-
celled its, service to Taiwan.
Japan's two largest banks, Mit-
subishi and Fuji, agreed last
September to accept the Chi-
nese principles. A remarkable
voltz-face was made when
Shigeo Nagano, hecad of Jap-
an's Chambzr of Commerce,
and Chairman of Nippon Steel
which had close links with both
Taiwan and South Korea, said

Japan—3

recently that bis company wo-
uld now faithfully follow Cho-
w’s “four principles’’,

There are certainly strong
limits to Chira's leverage on
the Japanese business commu-
nity. One is simply the size of
the Chira Market. China’s
trade in 1970 was just over it
billiocn dollars and, though it
is likely to grow, its eppeal still
lies in its long range protpecs,
not its present rzality. In addi-
tion, vested interests in Taiwan
and South Korea, partictilarly
the latter, are not going to
shift, Mitsubishi especially Las
sunk vast sums into these areas.

A division of functions amo-
ng Japanese firms is ope imme-
diate answer to the present
difficulties. Yet pressure is buil-
ding for a change of pelicy,
while not on Korea, at least
on Taiwan. Last S:ptember
former defense head Yasuhiro
Nakasone was the first top
LDP official to state that the
Peking Government was Chi-
na’s legitimate Government,
that Taiwan belonged to Chi-
r.a, and that it was time Japan
came to terms with these facts.
“Jt is absolutely impermissi-
ble,’* Nakasone told a Cham-
ber of Commerce meeting, *‘for
us to harbor ambitions ef tak-
ing Taiwan back, or advoeat-
ing its independence Or reasser-
ting Japanese economic con-
trol.” Japanese reaction to
Sato’s elmost pathetic decision
to support Taiwan in the UN
has been savage and bitter even
within the ruling LDP.

Today Japanese bussiness le-
adirsarescrambling tore-assess
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In Israel

Farmers Set New Targets:

In The Green-House of Europe

dAvocado to England

Celery to laly and Ger-
many

Bananas to Rumania asd
Gre.ce

Peaches and iNectarines to
France and Belgium

Milch cows to Iran

Melons, Strawberries and
Flowe's to almost every-
wherz elie

THE above isa short and
rather haphazard list of Isracl’s
farm exports to ths world. In-
deed it is onz of the near-mira-
cles of modern Israel, consider-
ing that less than half-a-cen-
tury ago theland was still most-
1y a wilderness and had to be
reclaimed from the deser!,
Moreover, the fact of exports of
farm produce means that they
are over and above the deman-
ds of the home market, This,
too, is part of the tremendous
progress of Israel’s economy
in general, and agriculture in
particular in recent years.

One bas oaly to recall how
in the early 1950’s, the Gov-
ernment was obliged to impose

10

a severe austerity regime with
strict rationing because there
was net enough food te go
round. At that time, it was
said that there were only food
stocks to last two months in
the country’s warehouses. All
this kas irrevocably changed,
and Israel has today one of the
most mechanised farming eco-
nomies in the world. No won-
der that thousands of farmers
and experts have come to study
how Istael does it. At the
Ruppin Agriculivral Ins-
titute one can ses Greeks sit-
ting side by side with Turkish
farmers to see how best to ex-

traot the maximum from a
none too hospi‘able spil.

BRITISH KNOW-HOW:
A concrele indication of this
progress was the recent British
Agricultural an] Food Prozes-
sing Exhibition - Brigatex, keld
in Tel Aviv, which brought 50
British firms to exhibit agricul-
tural equipment, fa~m machl-
néry, packaging amd storage
techniques and the results of
British agricultural research.

Satisfactory business was
transacted and a compliment
was paid to Isra:li farming by
Mrs, Margaret Thatcher, the
Secretary of S'ate fox Educa-
tiom and Scignce, who opened
the Exhibition as the offieial

British Government represen-
tative. She noted the big pot-
ential for British farm machi-
nery in Israel adding: *Israell
farming is really dynamic.
You have two to three barvests
& year, and you do excellent
weork in the developing coun-
tries. So if our farm machine-
1y is welceme in Israel, it will
be welcome in the other eoun-
tries too.” As a housewife, the
Minister also had warm words
on Isracli exports to Britain,
particularly stiawberries, flp-
wers and avecados.

Conid.

Japan-3
their position on China and
their economic relations with
the United States, Taiwan may
be tke price they are willing to
pay. That, at least, is the Chi-
nese hope. Wkat is at stake fis
not Taiwan, however, but the
political and economic direc-
tion of Asia. Japan wants it's
economic links with the US to
remain profitable, as they are
today. She wants to be able
to export ber goods without
the threats of US protection-
ism. But Japean does not want
her economy opered te US ca-
pital. Ner, as Choa's'princi-
ples of trade make clear, dces
China.

All that is clear in Japan to-
day is that Jaranese leaders,
angry and cenfused, are begin-
ning an arduous re-assessment
of their global relations, “We
are not ‘war criminals’ new,"
complained the director of Mit-
sui, ““but “axport criminals',”
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MARKETING ACHIEVE-
MENT; B:hind the complica-

ted mechanism of getting these
frazile fruits, flowers and ve-
getables from the growers in
Israzl to the shops in London,
Hamburg, Lyons, Steckholm
and so forth, stanis Agrexco,
(short for Agricultural Expor-
ts Company). Its brand name
Carmel, has becom® quite fa-
mous. Whozv:r would have
thought only a few years back
that Israel would becowe the
main suppler of avocado to
Europz ? Asfor flowers, du-
ring the Christmas psriod alo-
ns Israel exporied 28 million
flowers through Agraxco in
October - December 1971 —an
increase of 43 rer cent over
this same period for 1970,

Agtexco'’s forzcast for the
prasent scason is to export
78,000 tons of farm produce
at an approximate value of
$19.5m. Agrexco has been in
opsration for the past 14 years,
but only recently with the ad-
vance in farm and marketing
tachniques has it really been
forging ahead—fin 1956-7 it
exported 37,601 tons of pro-
duce, an amount which almost
doubled by 1970-71 season
(6,222) and the upward trend
continues,

Behind these figures there
also ties the *green revolution®
in the West Bank where, irres-
pective of the Arab popula-
tion’s polical futvre, agricul-
tural prospects are rosy under
the tultion of Israel’s farming
experts. lostead of melons, the
West Bank farmers have been
taught to introduce diversified,
including industrial crops,
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which has meant a steep rise
in thelr income and living
standards. The modernisation
of West Bank farming has faz-
reaching socio-economio im-
plications, not to mentien of
course ultimate political rami-
fications, For the preseat, Ag-
rexco has also extended its ser-
vices to West Bank farmers
and sells their produce abroad
too.

What wo:ries the men who
run A:rexco i3 how best to
transport the producc and
bring the flowers, fruits and
vegetables with the Carmel
brand to the markets of Eur-
ope (and East Africa, South
Africa end the US) on sche.
dule and vndamaged. This is a
difficulty that exercices their
ingenuity, After initial prob-
lems with E1 Al things are
now working with air transport
and Agrexco is going to rush
produce, particalarly strawber-
ries, in 275 flights in the pre-
sent season, compared to 175
flights last year, but with al-
most double the space availa-
ble for cargo.

NEW ROUTES: Similarly
there are plans to stop ship-
ping direct to British ports,
because it works out too ex-
pensive, Instead Agrexco in-
tends to ship prodice to Mar-
seilles and then overland by
train and truck. It has already
made a start on this and disco-
vered that the new method is
quicker than the sea voyage.
Agrexco is also expanding the
use of containers from thrze
such shipments a wezk last
year to 10-12 in thke prasent

In Isreel

season; Indeed, cor talners will
carry one-fifth ¢f Israel’s
farm exports this year.

Most Interestingly Germany
tops the list of lsrael's custo-
mers for farm produce, taking
29 per cent in the last season.
The UK came next with 18
per cent, France third with I8
pzr cent, Switzerland next with
10 per cent, Italy fifth with 6
per cent, Scandinavia with 5
per cent, and the remaining 14
per cent spread out all over
the world.

According to a group of
German buyers who visited Is-
rael recently, farm exports to

- tieir country can be increaced,

¢ pecially strawberries and avo-
calos. They rraised the high
quality of Israeli farm products
reaching the German market,
and noted that Israelis keep to
timetable in contrast to such
competitors as Spain and Nor-
th African countries.

FLOWER POWER: An eye-
witness study of how flowers
are bandled is a fascinating ex-
perience. The flowers are cut
in the merning and comveyed
op the same day to Agrexco’s
packing house adjoining Lyd-
da Airport. Thke packers work
amid the perfumes and riotous
colours of flowers, taking great
care in packing them, They are
put aboard the carge planes at
eveningtide and flown to their
destination by night. The next
morning they will bring the
freshness of the Sharon and the
bright air of the Negev to Lon-
don, Paris, Oslo and Stock-
holm.

Mo i:rn accounting hasa big
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In the: USSR

How The Language
Problem Has Been Solved

™

TH E SOVIET UNION is
a Union of 15 equal Republics,
8 ynion of many psoples inha-
biting these Republics: Russi-
éns, Ukrainians, Turkmens,
Armenians, Estonians and
others. There are as many lan-
guapges as peoples, But the
Russian language serves as &
means of intercourse of the
peoples inhabiting the huge
territery of the Soviet country.
The bourgeois press frzquently
refers to imaginary processes
of language assimilation in the
USSR, to the so-called “Russi-
fication of peoples sjeaking
other languages,"’

Even before the revolution
Lenin came out consistently
for the equality of all p:zoples
and languages of tsarist Rus-
sia. After the revolution, not

Eonid, In Israel

role to play in ensuring proper
contact with overscas custo-
mers, Even before the flowers
are flown away, the buyers in
London and Stockheolm know
all the necessary details. The
computer in the Agrexco office
in Tel Aviv carries all the data
on each carton of flowers—and
fruit and vegetables—adds it
all'up, and within an houror
two produces the total data,
which are then flashed via telex
to the main marketing office of

Agrexco in the EEC at Frank-
furt,
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Moscow,

only were all the language pri-
vileges abolished but concrete
measures were faken for the
development of the lapguages

of the peoples of former tsa-
rist Russia, The specific featu-
res were studied of the phone-
tic system, grammar Structure
and vocabulary ef peoples that
had no written languages. Ab-
out 50 nationalities of the US-
SR acquired a written language
of their own fcr the first time
in their history, Principles of
terminology in various fie'ds
of knowledge and spelling were
elaborated for them.

At the Fourth Writers’ Con-
gress of the USSR (1967) it
was rroudly pointed out that
nowliteraturs was issued in the
Soviet Union in 72 languages
and before the revolution only
in 13 lungzuages. In old Russia,
on the t:rritory of nzarly all
the present Union Republics,
ther: were no higher educatie-
nal establishments or research
institutes, and correspondence
and clerical work was conduc-
ted only in Russian,

Io the USSR, however, a
‘wide network of general edu-
cation schools, specialised se-
condary schools, and higher
educational establishments has
been set up where tuitiom is
conduected in national langua-
ges, correspondence and cleri-
cal work in the local bodies.
publication of literature and
periodicals, radio and televi-

sion programmes, e'c, are eff-
ected in the national langia-
ges. .

MUCH ATTENTION is
paid in the Soviet Union to
the development of reationzl
languages not only because
this is one of the indicetions of
the equality of nations, Deve-
lopment of thepative language
enables the brecad magses to
raise their cultural level and
create new cultural values in
the shortest space of time, Na-
tional languages play an excep-
tional role in the sprcading
and mastering of communist
ideas in the Soviet multinatic-
ra] country.

In the USSR the Russian
language, as one of the mest
developed world languages.
perf: rms a tremendous socisl
function as an internztional
language. It helps to bring
peoples and their cultures clo-
ser togsther, The great thir:t
to study the Russian language
in the USSR (and abrcad) is a
parfecily naturzl phenomenon
and no nationalist *“Russifica-
tion™ bugbcar will force peo-
ple of today to give vp study-
ing the Russian language,

Every right and possibility
is ensured to Soviet citizens to
acquirz an educaticnin their
native language, and this is
only their right, but not duty.
The equality of nations in the
USSR, apart from everything
else, consists in the fact that
every citizen is free to study or
to teach his childres in tte
language he prefers. If some
parents send their children to
schools of other languapes;
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Russian, Ukrainian, etc., and
now also special English, Fren-
ch and other forcign language
schools), this is their right, and
any pressure (even moral upon
their will would be the same
violation of the Leninist policy
‘of national equ:lity as forcing
them ‘to study other foreign
language. . .

THE EQUALITY cf socia-
list nations and nationalities is
ensured by the fact that all of
them are granted the same so-
cio-economic conditions for
development, and their mste-
rial and cultural requirements
are satisfied to an equal de-
grez,

The unprecedented flouris-
hing of nations, the develop-
ment of highly meral and
most humanpistio national re«
lations in the USSR have be-
come possible thanks to the
socialist system, as a result of
the extensive work conducted
by the Cemmunist Party in
fulfilling the Leninist mational
policy.

—APN
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IN CHINA

What Happened

Following is an article
speculating on internsl po-
litical developments in Chi-
na which appeared recently
in the influential French da-
ily, Le Monde. The article
writien by Le Monde cor-
: respondent Claude Julien
from Peking, is reprinted
for the information of TRI-
BUNE readers.

!T WOULD BE INCOR-
RECT to speak of a “power str-
uggle’” in China simply tecause
there is friction between the
political hierarchy and the mi-
litary leadership—the friction
largely responsible for the Lin
Pigo affair. The phrase is wan-
ting in that it implies a strugg-
le for power as an end in itself,
What has been happening in
China has rather teen a clash
between two schools of thought
on how to use power—~-a cl-
ash which the Chinese refer to
as “a confrontation between
two Jines.’’ It is obvious that
the struggle probably began in
an efforf to reach the very top,
the men who define China's fo-
teign and domestic policies.
Just as former Presidest Liu
Shao-chi’s “revisionist” line
was eliminated by the cultural
revelution, an “‘opportunist”
line which had heen emerging
in the last few monthshas been
suppressed and rep'sced by

In Cfrincl

to Lin Piao

Mao Tsetung's and PremierCh-
ou En-lai’s “proleterian™ line.

A CONVERSATION I had
with a Chinese official sheds
a revealing light on the subject.

He recalled tke campaign
undertaken by the ‘“‘revoluti-
onary committee,”” dand the
“struggle between the two li-
nes'’ which ke said was far
more valuable than the work of
any one person. His style
was discursive, periphrastic.
¢Extreme left deviations' wers
beginning to emerge, he said.
But in reality thege were only 2
cover for “right-wing posi-
tions,”

Then he switched to genera-
lities, dealing with abstract
subjects and re-examining anec-
dotes connected with travels
but which had nothing to do
with the question I bad asked.
He expatiated on questions of
history, then went on to point
out that the controversy bet-
ween the two oppesing camps
had an effect on foreign as well
as domestic pelicies. That,
perhaps, was a usefullidluge

Needless to say, thie speixh
rambled on for much lofiger.
Everybody was satisfied. Not
a word was said about Marshal
Lin Piao yet everything had
been said.

The first bone of contention
between the two hierarchies was
the extent of the purge within
the party ranks. Quite carly
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in the movement, Mao Tsetung
tried to contain the damaging
effeets by pointing out that
the real ““traitors’’ were a mere
handful and that the good pa-
rty militants, misled by ther
revisionist leaders, would soon
be restored to a role in the
structure once they owned up
to their mistakes.

The truth is that on the local
lewal very few party officials
were eliminated. In one Pek-
ing district with a population
of 400,000, where the Chinese
Commnnist party has a little
more than 2000 officials, only
. B2van were pronounced “in-
corrigible” and sent to “work
the soil under the direction of
the masse:.”” Seven out of 2000
is indeed a great deal lesss than
the 59, which is often cited of-
ficially.

Muach of the wceding out
during the cultural revolution
took place at the highest levels,
although there were just as
many ‘““revisionists’’ in the mid-
dle and lower ranks. Whilg the
party takes a lenient view of
al those who bslieve or prete-
nd that it was their ignorance
which took them down the slip-
pery path of deviationism, it
dzals mercilessly with those
who, “‘knowing full well what
they were doing,’’ set out to
“accomplish their dark designs
by taking advantage of their
comrades’ ignorance.’” The
“ignorant’ should be re-educa-
ted and ths others drummed
out of the Party.

FHIS IS HOW Liu Shao-chi
“and his cronies" were elimi-
naled.
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In any event all wanted the
s'rongest and purest of pariies
but they crossed swords with
Mao, who understood the dan-
ger of intransigence and Ch-
ou, who feared the party would
be shatterad. Responsible offi-
cials I met say that the parti-
sans of a thorough going party
purge had slipped into “leftist
deviationism which in reality
hasa cover fer rightist atti-
tudes.”’

The official view seemed to
be that ultra-leftism plays into
the hands of the right because,
pushed to extremes, it weakens
and paralyzes the party, sapp-
ing its strength and depriving
it of men who might be salva-
ged. A similar controsersy
broke out over defining foreign
policy and it is no &ccident
that it came to a head over the
proposed visit by President Ni-
xon to China. Herea;aint'e
official viewpoint is that the
ultra-left position, highly de-
fensible on the grounds of its
theoratical putity, would in to-
day’s world context have pro-
vided China’s opporents with
ample ammunition.

The Chipese leacership had
to decide whether it was a be!-
raval of its own ard world re-
volution to deal with the lcad-
ing representative of imperiali-
gm. For Chou En-lai the ans-
wer was simple: It matiered
little whether the discussions
with the Americans proved
successful or came to nought:
what was impertant was rot to
scem obstructlonist by refu-
sing to talk when the opponent
wanted to.

1n 1971 the “leftists’ oppo-
ged the Nixon visit. officials
tow feel that, if their view had
prevailed they would have
done a disservice to the revo-
ution and given China the
mege of a natien opposed to
any move to reduce world

_tension.

But ether problemg have
st rred wp similar disagreemen-
ts. When, for example, Frince
Sihanouk decided to establish
himself in Peking after the
Gambodian coup in 1970, Chi-
na had to decide between the
purist notion of restricting sup-
port to the “Red Khmers"—
veterans of a longstruggle with-
out too much hops of vic.
tory in the mear future—or, in
the interests of an effective re-
volution, welcoming the ous-
ted prince and backing a uni-
ted front aga'nst Lon Nol.

BY CPTING for Sihaneuk,
the Chinese widened the basis
of the “anti-imperialist” for-
ces and contributed to a more
cohesive revolutionary move-
ment in all of Indochina. Tte
“lestist?’ theory was attractive®
but in piactical terms it would
have pitted a far smaller force
ggainst the “Lon Nel cligue.”
The split became clearer with
the complex problems preses-
ted by the retellions in East
Pakistan, Ceylon and the coup
in Sudan. The “leftists’’ in
Pcking wanted to support tke
oppressed minorities, but it
was the ¢‘ievolutionary real-
ism”” of Mao &nd Premier
Chou that won the day.

Arguments on similar lines
might have taken place over.

TRIBUNE May 30, 1972



the question of eatry into the
United Natioas had the timing
been different. But the Gane-
ral Assembly vote took place
after the climination of what
is being tsrmed the ¢leftist
deviationist current which in
effect masked a right position”,

The confrontation must te
scen in the contexteof the “tri-
polar™ universe to be therou-
ghly undeistood, Peking has
in fact to decide which of the
two hostile forces. “American
imperialiamor “*Soviet social-
imperialism®’ is the most dang-
erous. 1 putthe question my-
self to a number of highly pla-
ced Chinese officials. The gns-
w:r, without ce'ailed examina-
tion or comparison, was sim-
ply that the Suviet threat is at
this particular moment closer
and more p.eising in geograp-
kical terms,

The Chinese press refers to a
number of carefully chosen
historical precedents to throw
light on the cases of officials
racently removed from power.
Peking papers recall, for ins-
tance, the removal of Kao
Kang, who was charged in
1954 with sttempting, with
Stalin’s suppert, to establish
an ““‘imdependent kingdom’’ ia
Manchuria.

REFERENCES are also ma-
de to the case of Wang Ming,
the leader of the so-called
“ group of 28 Bolsheviks.” In
1932 Wang Ming published a
work inwhichhe expounded the
Comintern view of the Chin-ce
reyolution— in apposition to
the “‘peasant line” favered by
Map. The publication draw an
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a‘tack from Mao directed aga-
inst the*leftist”” tendencies and
“rightist"epportunism of Wang
Ming who, now 64, has been
living for years in Moscow,
where he centributes to the
Soviet's anti- Chinese cam-
paign.

., Another name from the past

is Peag Teh-huai, eliminated
from the leadership after the
Lughan confereoca of 1959.
He had besn Defense Minister
but adopted the Soviet position
and criticized the “great leap
forward’’ of 1958, His fall was,
however, accom panied by three
decisive factors: Mao, perhaps
vot entirely voluntarily, gave
up the leadership of the state,
Liu Shao-chi became President
—a post frem which only the
cultural revolution toppled
him; while Lin Piao succeeded
him as Deferce Minister and
belped Mao back to the fore-
front of the political stage,

The press also comes up
with references to Peag’s de-
puty at the defsnse Ministry,
Huang Ke-sheng, and Kao
Kang’s deputy, Jao Shu-shih,
who weie also purged from the
leadership, Huang, like Peng,
was suspected of collusion
with the Soviets,

All these individuals, either be-
fore or sfter the party seized
power in China, followed or
came round to the Soviet posi-
tion and some of them were
accused at the time of *“1:ftist
opportunism’'a charge which is
again levelled today. So it was
hardly surprising that a Nov.
30 editorial carried in the Chi-
nese newspipers denouncde

Irg «China

“persons having illicit relations
with foreign powers."’

It is hardly worth pointing
out which “foreign powers’.

Itis to create further gua-
rantees against “Soviet social-
imperialism’ ttat Mao and
Chou got rid of the leftists and
uncompromisingiy rigid party
members who pressed for a
more sweeping purge and op-
posed any dialogue with Wa-
shington. Soviet troops on the
Chinese frontier have been rein-
forced and the imternal crisis
comes much more clearly into
perspective seen from an inter-
national angle. The way the
crisis shook eut is g triumph
for Mao’s “proletarian line"
both at home and on the dip-
lomatic front.
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Discussion

Reflections on

“Population Engineering”

f
HE disruption of

social cohesiveness and the
sense of community in the vil-
lages,abuse and misuse of reso-
urces as well as of environment
in many a developing country
need correctien’’. This appears
in the last instalment of a
series of three on “Population
Engineering,” advocated and
written by Professor K, Kula-
ratnam in the last three issues
of the Tribune.

What Professor Kularatnam
describes of developing coun-
tries is the exact siate at which
developed countries have arri-
ved. Soms of the older coun-
tries, and somg of the new,
of the developed nations,
are still major exporters
of food, but in the greatest of
them all, the USA, the confu-
sion seems incredible. One
particular sign of this seems to
be the mental instability of a
lafgs segment of the popula-
tion. There are enough statis-

tics on this matter to prove
this.

In any country you will have
the rich and the poer, Ina
sociallst country, like Russia,
albeit eommunist, the excerpts
from the biography of Stalin’s
daughter have shown that the

total resources of the State
- were  Salin’s disposal. He
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did not have to draw on his
pay, which mevertheless was st-
acked on his table. In any so-
cialist state, the rulers have the
resources of the state at their
disposal, and the managerial
class have the power, whether
they be managers of industry
or managers of departmentis.
In & country run on capita-
list lines, the power lies with
those who have the ability to
create oapital, especiglly on
credit lines, and the managers
and the efficials kave to play
to their tuns. Life consists in
a oircular movement of creat-
ing new wants, from washing
machines to the latest tele-
vision or electrical gadget.

WHAT HAS all this to. do
with “Pepulation Enginezring”
one may askP What we are
concerned with here is the mo-
rality of “Population Enginee:-
ing’’ and the cause of the “Po-
pulation Explosion”.

1f we examine the lives of
these of the older nations who
have reached the acme of what
we call civilization, how do
they like to spend their leisure
hours 7 What they want te do
is to fish and to ride to haunds,
to hunt, and particularly te
stalk. They like to get closer
to nature, in a more refined (or
iz it more cruel ?) way than our
modern “hippies’’, And this

is exactly what the poor man
is not allowed to do, unless he
has the gumptioa to do it.

The particular physical ex-
ertion that goes into ridinga
horse, or into walking or wor-
king behind a plough, takes
away those energies that are
wsed exeessively in bed with a

artaer of  the:-opposite sem.
Wiia § the true ‘yey to kedp'
down pepulation, But no—
horses are virtvally foreed off
the road, and every man is en-
couraged to buy a car—except
in a country like ours (and
good thing, teo) where sheer
shoriage of foreign exchange
restricts the import of cars—
but, there ara enough buses to
take their place. (“We would
rather go ene mile in a bus
than walk it”, would come to
‘mest people’s lips.) Populatien
explosion began with the stert
of the industrial era; improve-
ments in hygisne were merely
ancillary to it.

NOW,it is a fact that is ofien
ignored, that the very coun-
tries which may reasopably
bkave been expected to'solve
théir economic and industrial
problems, the developed ra-
tions, are the very couutries
which have failed to do so.
‘You have only to live in them
and to read the daliy papers,
to know this.

And yet, we, the developing
countries, put our faith in five-
year plams, siatistics, eceono-
mie progress, and the whole
gamut of these exercises which
have led to the environmental
msss in industriel Burope end
America. AND BY THESE
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VERY EXERCISES WE ARE
ENCOURAGING THOSE
VERY FACTORS WHICH
LEAD TO POPULATION
EXPLOSION - physical ene-
rgy which can only beiused up
in bed, because there is no
other way of using it up.
Then, to catch up on the
populatien growthi - or rather
dampen it - we bring ia higbly
dubious artifices, like conlra-
ceptives, abortion, sterilization,
which themselves brlng in a
whole new field of matters
relating to anthropology, which
will kave yet to ba explored.
What madness is this ?

contd, from p. 3
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for the Gevernment to deal
with them then.

““It may be asked whether it
is sufficient for the Constitu-
tion to content itself with Prin-
ciples of State Policy that can-
not be eaforced, both on the
present Gevernment and on
Governments to come. Will
mof the return of a reactionary
Government, based on a capi-
talist party or a eombination
of capitalist and other reaoti-
Onary parties e groups, mot
be able to rever:e the steps to-
wards Socialism taken by the
Government of today and to
proceed in a directlon that
contradicts the Principles of
State Policy while such a Gev-
erament is in pewer P Such an
eventuality may very well take
place. But such an eventuality
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will be enabled enly if the pre-
sent UF Government fails to
implement the Principles of

State Policy adequately to wea.-
ken the reactionary classes
that sustain anti-Socizlist poli-
tical formations, All the con-
ditiofis have been provided for
the UF Government to imple-
ment these Principles of State
Policy during the next five
years. If the Government fails
to perform its tasks effectively
during this period, it will have
nobody to blame but itself,
And it will be a serious reflec-
tion en its political capacity

snd sincerity of purpose.
In an important way,

the Constitution has given
the people a powerful means
of weighing the perfor-
mance of the Government at
the end of six years, and pass-
ing judgement on its reeord.
Nothiang could be more deme-
cratic. 1t is up to the Govern-
ment to prove its Socialist
purposes.”

THE LSSP seems cocksure
that the socialist purpose of
the Goverament could be esta-
blished through this Constitu-
tion which was only for the
transitory period. The politi-
cal Right has undoubtedly
suffered a major setback about
having entrenched clauses
in the Constitution regarding
property rights, but the Right
is mot so easily eliminated in a
democratic process. Many of
them will henceforth operate
under Buddhist and Sinhala
slogans whilst mouthing pre-
socialist catchwords of a mild
and innocuous nature.

Tribunania

Thias is the techunique of JR
and there is no doubt that he
will persuade a sizable section
of the UNP and the big busi-
ness diehards to adopt this
strategy. Dudley Senanayake
stands for m frontal confronta-
tion stressing * principles, "’
whilst JR was willing to ado-
pt Trojan horse tactics in ord-
er to break the alliance bet-
ween the Buddhist asd Sinhala
enthusiasts from the political
Left and therealter form a new
coalition of the centre and rig-
htwing elements. The Aation
is acutely aware of this, and
in the idiom which the Left
understand it went cn to con-
elude thus: “Why thean have
we referred to the limitations
of the Constitution that derive
from the circumstances of its
framing? The answer is that, if
the issue of the road to Sociz-
lism had been decided, not
merely by an endorsement of &
future programme and a choice
of leadership, but by an ac-
tual social struggle in which
spontaneous mass action had
established collective ownrci-
ship of property, the Constitu-
tion could well have made the
Principles of State Policy bind-
ing on every action of Govern-
ment. Not to do otherwise
would bave brought 1n ques-
tion the displacement of capi-
talist forms of preperty that
mass actien had already brou-
ght about.”’

THE FORWARD, 20/5, took
a straighferward line undex
the rousing headline HAIL TO
THE NEW REPUBLIC OF
SRI LANKA, It said:
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Theinaugurationofthe newfree,
govereign and independent Re-
public of Sri Lanka on May 22
is a proud, happy and historloe
event, Te the United Front
Government, it marks the ful-
filment of a solemn pledge gi-
ven to the people in the 1970
General Election, But even
more than this to the people
of Ceylon the establiskment of
the new Republio signifies that
their long struggle for political
independence has been subs-
tantially cemplsted.”

The Forward then went to
trace briefly the pelitical his-
tory of Ceylon during the con-
temporary era, drawing atten-
tion to the turns and twists
which arose when the British
were the sapreme power in the
island and in the South Asia
region. The Forward, quite
corrzctly pointed out that 1936,
with SWRD coming to pewer,
marked amajor political water-
shed in the history of the
island. 1t went on to say: “Af-
ter the defeat of the UNP in
1956 and the establishment of
the late Mr,S,W.R.D.Bandara-
naike’s Goverament the first of
these, namely the removal of
British bases was achieved. But
it was not until after the vic-
tory of the SLFP - LSSP - CP
Unijted Front in 1970 that a
Constituent Assembly was set
up and a new Republican Con-
stitution drawn up. The Cons-
titution of the free, sovereign
snd independent Republic of
Sei Lapka which has come in-
to existence is not, of course, a
huadred per cent perfect docu-
menl. It contains some defec-
1s aad obvious compromises.

i8

But nevertheless it makes a sig-
nificant forward step in our
freedom struggle, which is he-
artily welcomed and suppor-
ted.”

The Forward sigeificantly
admits that the Constitution
was “not & hundred percent
perfeet document.”” And that
“it contains some defects and
obvious ecompromises’’, with-
out specifying what these de-
fects were. And, witheut ex-
amining whether these defeots
and compromises would prove
fatal, the Forward hailed the
new Constitution as 8 “‘signi-
ficant forward step.”

Then it went on to recount
the acceptable features of the
Constitution;”’ ‘“Fer the first
time we have a constitution
that the pesople of Ceylon have
framed for themselves. The
Soulbury Constitution under
which we lived from 1947 to
May 21, 1972 was drawn up
by an imperialist Commisgion
and imposed by the order of a
foreign monarch. Previous co-
nstitutions were likewisa im-
posed, We now have a Re-
public in place of a foreign
monarch. Itis the people of
Ceylon, and not a foreign mo-
march, that are now the source
of all power.

“The restrictions on the so-
vereignty of the elected legis-
lature, which were a featuie of
the Soulbury Coanstitutien,
have been removed. The estab-
lishment of & socialist demo-
cracy, the development of state
collective and eo-operative for-
ms of property and the aboli-
tion of exploitation of man by

‘censtitutional guarantee.

man have been aocepled as
objectives of state policy and
included in the constitution.
Fundamental rights of indivi-
duals and groups are also,
for the first time, included in
the new constitution. All
these, and others, are welcome
features,””

WHILST the Nation did not
refer specifically to the opposi-
tion to the Constitution, the
Forward did and characterised
the entire opposition to the
Constitution as emanating
from * reactionary ferces and
the vested interests’ which had
opposed the Constitution beca-
use private preperty rights had
not been safeguarded as a
But
the Forward seems to have ig-
nored the opposition from qu-
arters which cansot be labelled
as “roactionary forces or ves-
ted interests”against many fun-
damentally objectionable fea-
tures in the Constitution, e. g.
the throwing overtoard of se-
cularism and the refusal to
safeguard constitutionally the
linguistic and cultural rights of
the minorities. The Forward
oversimplifies the pesition
thus:*“The new constitution has
been accepted in the teeth of
opposition from the reactiona-
ry forces and the vested inter-
este. These vested interesis
fought kard to have the right
to own private property (i. e.
capitalism) accepted as a fund-
amentgl right and guaranteed
constitutionally. Their failure
to achieve this central aim is
the main reason behind the de-
cision of the UNP and the
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tederal Pariy to oppose the
new Constitution.”

Whilst it is true that the
UNP and the FP openly pro-
claimed their faithin private
property, their objrotions to
the Constitution were not tas-
ed solely on thi: single gues-
tion of private property. But
even if the UNP and the FP
were left alone, what the For-
ward doss not seeim to realise
is that g large number of other
people, intelsctuals, workers
and pesasents, have serious ap-
prehensions about the new
Constitution that it might well
proveke and promete fissipari-
ous tendencies which may bri-

ng greater disharmony than
ever before.
But the F.orwerd ignores

these very real p ssibil ties and
expressed the fervent hope that
a drive for economie incepen-
dence and ccoustruction
would submergs all opposition
and {ake the ceuntsy fcrward,
Whether this wishful hope of
the Forward can be realised
in practice is yet to be scea,
TFhe first basis for any econo-
mic development is national
unity, and there cen be very
legitimate grounds for thinking
that this Constitution would
lead to greater disunity than
befora. ““The fight for inde-
pendence, however, does not
end with the achievement of
political independence *’ said
the Forward. “The most difii-
cult and complicated task of
winning economic irdependen-
ce, resisting attempts of neo-
celonialist pereiration of tle
economy and advancing (o
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socialism along a non-capitalist
rcad still remain to be achiev-
ed. Let all progressive forces
resolve to use the new political
independence tbat has been ae-
hieved as a weapen in the str-
uggle fcr the achievement ef
theie other aims.’’

Like the Nation, the Forward
believes that “these other aims?’
could be achieved uynder the
new Constitution which would
bring comfort to the “progres-
sives'’, socialists and other like-
minced people, But the snake
in-the-prass rightwingers who
have now tgken refuge as Sin-
hala ultras and Buddhist evan-
gelicals also believe that they
can achieve their own separate
“gther aims”’ and in the pro-
cess eliminate the Let and the
Masarxists uncer the lammer
blows of one religion, ome lin-
guage and ore cujture, Ffome
Left intellectuals still talk ab-
out the ‘“‘class struggle", but it
is yet te be seen whether an
alliance betwesn “progressiv-
es” and religious, language and
cultural ultras wiil bear bene-
ficial fruit.

THE PRIME MINISTER
too referred to the oppositiea
to the Constitution, but main-
Iy that which came from the
minorities. The three-day har-
tal and boycott on May 22, 23
and 24, in the North and East
was highly successful, and
though it was marred by a few
acts of irrespensible rowdyism,
there was clear indication that
the Tamils, as a whole, rightly
or wrongly, were not for the
Counstitution. The assurances
of the LSSP, the CP and Tamil
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SLEP chieftains ljke Thu-
raiappa and Kumesrasurier
have also not had much impact
on the political thinking of ‘the
Tamils.

The PM, however, took a
firm Jine as any Prirse Ministcr
should. In her speech in Kendy
on May 24, she appealed for
unity asking people to forget
the minor shortcomings in the
Constitution. The Daily News
report of the relevant parts of
her speech read as follews :
“.........0ur new Republic is
born at a time when we are
®ngaged in an economic war.
We have to win this war in or-
der to survive. Wars can enly
be won if the citizess of that
country bave the ctamina, the
endurancr, the patriotic will,
the discipline and a readiress
to sacrificé in the interssts of
the country. 1 have an abiding
faith in our people and parti-
cularly the youth, and I am
certain that their co-operation
and efforts would not be lack-
ing as we continue our strenu-
ous and diffieuit efforts towards
economic emancipetion.

“0On this. occasion [ there-
fore appeal to each and very
citizen of this country and
most particularly to the youth
who would be our futuke lca-
ders and take over ¢he mantle
cf leadership from us to es-
chew narrow and sgectarian
ideas; not to waste their pre-
gious time in disunity, bicker-
ing and following destructive
tendencies, but unite as one in
the cause of our nation. What
I am appealing for isa nota
dull and deadening uniformity.
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“What | am saying is not
that thers should not be a dia-
logue of differences of opinion
and criticism; what I am say-
ing is that a rational dialogue
must be directed towards the
construction and the regenera-
tion of the country., We must
have the maturity as well as
the patriotism to channel our
critical efforts towards assis-
ting the construetive effort and
not with an idea of disuniting
and destroying.

“We must also have the
maturily to realise that the way
of destruction however tempt-
ing and gainful temporarily,
canpot but lead to dire con-
sequences in the lomger run.
Therefore I am appealing for a
sense of priorities, a gense of
patriotism rising abeve party
politics or other issues when it
comes to matters of national
importance or consequ-
et R

Aflter this introduetory pre-
amble, ske went on to the que-
gtion of national uunity and war-
ned elemeats secking to rouse
communal passions that irres-
pensible acticn would lzad to
a “conflagration’ which will
prove disastrous to the country.
TFhis is wkat she said:*.. When
speaking of . the possibil.ty
of our forgstfing long term ac-
hicvements in_ the temptation
to gain short-term ends I was
- reminded of another important
matter, Oufs is a nation, al-
though the preat majority of
whom are Sinhalese also con-
sists of varieus other impor-
tant minority groups. We have
been living together in peace
and harmony as one people for
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many ceaturies, It is true that
we have had certain ups and
downs is this process and this
is not uncommon with human
beings with humans emotions.
But by and large, we have cex-
tainly had no serions commu-
nal problem in our country
when compared to many other
countries and we still do not
have this,

“But these issues can be ral-
sed by politicians and by other
interested parties in order to
ensure a short -term gain
for themselves — a harvest of
votes leading to power and posi-
tion for themselves and their
families, This could be a very
tempting prospect. In this pro-
cess timy issues would be deli-
berately magnified perbaps
gome small human error blown
up into monstrous progoriions:
brave poses struck tbat even
lives would be sacrificed for
the cause: sometimes the pos-
sibility of extra-territorial lo-
yalties and outside assis'ance
brandished as a weapon of in-
timidaticn.

“Those who indulgs in these
things should realise that they
are playing abeut with' inno-
cent human lives, Once the ir-
rational takes over and oncs
hysteria takes hold, it is going
to be very difficuit to prevent
disorder and destruction. This
is why I stated earlier in my
speech that we must be very
oareful that we do not look to
the short-term only, forgetting
the insuperable problems that
would be created in the long
run. Thisis why I say that it
is highly dangerous to rake up
issues which are virtaally now

dead, such as the communal
issue in this country, lsst some
slambering spark ignite a huge
conflagration onze again, I1f I
am convineed of any edle thing,
I am convineed that the least
of our problems is the problem
of unity. People of good sense
antong our citizens are ever-
growirgig. It is now much more
didficult for designing pecple
to staropede the pegple of this
country into narrow and des-
tructive ways. Here again, on
this avspicious occasion, I wo-
uld like to make an appeal to
every citizen of this country to
fake g long hard leok at what
is happening around him and
to refuse te be taken in by any
set of designing or cunning in-
dividuvals who would lead them
along paths of despair and des-
truction.

[t is difficult to build; and
it perhaps takes a longer time
to build than even the limits
of our patience. But/thereis
no way cther than a long sus-
taiced and patient eifort et
ration-building. In this pro-
cess, thers could be the occa-
sioral miror setback. This is
in the nature of human fallibi-
lity. Butin the ultimate result,
this is tbe only path that we
can take.. "’

Finally, after appealing to
workers and peasants specifi-
cally to wexk harder to pro-
duce more, she admonished
public servants and called upon
them to discard their old bur-
eaucratic methods - of work
which still continued to hinder
progress. And she concluded,
¢ ...Now I wish to conclude
anl, in conchuding, I would
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like to say that Constifutions
are not magic wands which
transform societies evernight,
turnipg poverty info riches or
hunger into pleaty. ‘Constitu-
tions ars only instruments by
which efforts are enabled to be
made- to mobilise the people
to work towards their own
salvation. This is the lesson
that must be realised by every-
ane today, for, as the Buddha
had stated over 2,500 years
ago — [n our own efforts lies
our own salvation... ...... i

Ths Prime Minister has cau-
tioned the nation that the
Counsiitution cannot bea ma-
gic wand to bring in the mille-
nium overnight, But the Prims
Minister herself does not seem
to be aware of the seeds of po-
tential danger which are em-
beddedin the new Constitution.
A strong UF leadership, armed
with EmergencyPowers derived
from the Public Sscurity Act,
whieh has been entrenched in
the Constitution, may be able
to kesp fissiparious and anti-
national trends under contrel,
but the validity of a Constitu-
tion will ultimately be judged
on the consensus it is able to
evoke, and not on the power
and force emanating from the
armed services of the country,

—
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NIXON IN MOSCOW

Nixon in Moscow

U. S., USSR Sign Space

Co-operation Pact

by ALEXANDER M. SULLIVAN

Moscow, May 24,

THE UNITED STATES
and Soviet Union have put
into place two more important
building blocks as they go
about creating what President
Nixon hopes will be a structure
fer peace,

As long as he has been Pre-
sident, Mr Nixon has stressed
the need for nations-and espe-
cially the grzat powers to work
not mercely for a elimate of
peace, but for creation of a
structurs of peace made up of
bilateral and regional agree-
ments. The President has made
plain that be considers the
summit meeting with Leonid
Brezhnev and Aleksei Kosygin
vital not only for the agree-
ments which would result, but
even more fundamentally for
ercating and strengthening the
habit of cooperation bstween
the White House and the Kre-
mlin.

And so the just-signed agree-
mcnt for a joint rendezvous
and docking mission in 1975
involvuing & Soviet Soyuz sp-
aceraft and an American Ap-

ollo capsule part of a larger

design Mr. Nixon is weaving
in international affairs, Mr,
Nixon signed the agreement,
with Premier Kosygin ascting

for the Sovi® Union, in St
Vladimir’s hall of the Grand
Fa’ace May 24. At the same
time, Secretary of State Rogers
signed for the United States
an Agreement toexpard U.S-
Soviet cooperation in seience
and techmology. Like the two
aceords signed May 23 on jo-
int undertakings relating to
health and the enviromment,
they are executive egreements
not requiring Senate concurre-
nce,

AFTER THE TWO PACTS
were signed President Nixon
and Mr. Brezhnev, the Soviet
Party Secretary General,
moved their discussiofis from
the Kremlin to a Moscow su-
burb, The afternoon oonfere-
nce involved the President, Mr,
Brezhnev, Soviet President Pod-
gorny, Premier Kosygin fore-
ign Minister Gromyko and
Ambassador Pebrynin, Other
U.S. participgpts were Secre-
tary of State Rogers, National
Security Affaifs Adviser Henry
A. Kissinger, and Assistant Se-
cretary of State for European
Affairs Martin Hillenbrand,

Mesting with newsmen, Whi-
te HousePress Secretary Ziegler
and Tass Director, Gegeral
Zamyatin, said the two hour
session wus devoted to ““the
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Nixon in Moscow

whole range of issues” invol-
ving Burope, including a Eu-
ropean Sscurity Cenference
and mutually balanced redu-
ction of ferce in Central
Europe.

Mr. Ziegler noted that the
United States supports the
concept of a European Security
Conference, but feels strongly
that such a conference “should
be'carefully prepared” so that
concreie results might follow it.
Mr. Ziegler recalled thag Sa-
cretary Rogers pointed out last
week that preparatory work on
the Confersnce could begin,
now that the West German
Tireaties with the Soviet Union
and Poland have been ratified,

Mr. ZIEGLER branded as
“premature’’ reports circulated
in Moscow saylng agresmont
has been reached on Strategic
Arms Limitation. Both Mr.
Ziegler and Mr. Zamyatin said
negotiations on Sirategic Arms
Limitation are continuing.
Mz, Ziegler called the report
“ totally spsculative ”* at this
point, adding “it is premature
to make any comment on the
subject.’

As of May 24 Mr. Nixon
and Mr. Brezhnev have speat
some 12 hours in private dis-
cussion and meeting with their
aides. Mr. Ziegler has called
the atmosphere of the discu-
ssions businesslike but cordial,
and Mr, Zamyatin adds the
talks are “frank, businesslike,
concrete and constructive.”

The President sees the Soviet-
American co-operation implicit
in the four Agreements signed

22

thus far asa possible frame-
work for mutual benefits to
the countries and to the world,
As Mr, Ziegler noted, the Pre-
sident is cemvinced that “by
exteading man’s knowl:dge of
his universe, and broadening
man’s practical ability to share
e better life, the co-operation
we undertake today will bene-
fit not only the people of the
United States and the Soviet
Union, but all the peoples of
ths world. President Nixon is
gratifiled and encouraged by
these impertant forward steps
in Soviet-American rzlations.”

Mr, Nixon outlined his blu-
eprint for international effairs
in 1969 in what has come to
be known as “the Nixon Doc-
trine.”” In escence it provides
tiat the United States, adher-
ing to its trealy obligations,
will forge a new partacrship
with its friends while offerng
a hand of co-op:yaticn and
conciliation to nations which
might once have bezn eonsid-
ered adverssries.

The Piesident couples the
dootrine with the obligation of
nuclear powers to exercise res-
traint in their relations with
each other as well as third co-
ufatries.

ONE OF THE PURPO-
SES of the summit meeting, in
the President’s mind, is to cre-
ate a body of officials en eazh
side with a wested interest in
assuring—in time of some fu-
ture orisis — that all the paths
of Saviet-American co-opera-
tion are explored before a pos-
sible confrontation oecurs,

. Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.

noolaham.org | aavanaham.org

Beth the Space Agreement
and the Science and Technolo-
gy accords meet that criterien,
The Space Pect calls for a ren-
dezvous in space in 1975 bet-
wesn American and Russian
spaceman,Sent into orbit from
separate launckisg  pads
on different days, the two sp-
ace craft would link-up in sp-
ace and dock. Astronauts
would exchange placesin the
capsules with Cosmonauts.

Meeting the Agreements’ qb-
jectives will mean that Ameri-
can and Soviet tpace tsams fo-
gether so that each is familiar
with the otker’s ground cen-
trol stations end spacecraft.
The aircement provides that
persennel of each country will
train for the mission at the ot-
her's space complex. Ciews
will te able to underztznd and
respord  to commands from
earth in both Russian and En-
glish,

The Scieice and Technology
Agresment will provide more
inlense co-operation belwern
the two coustries in nen-sepei=
tive areas of basic and applied
research, More exchange pro-
gramg are conlemplated, with
more perionne! involved in ca-
ch of the progiams,

NEXT
AGASTYA —
Contemnporary INotebook
SHERLOCK HOLMES —
Is It Trpe ?

PERTINAX —
Ecenomic Develepment.
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

¥ Astrology and the Sri Lanka

Constitution

On the day Ceylen was

proclaimed as the Republic of
Sri Lanka, President Nixon
arrived in Moscow, end if what
he has achieyed there can
be considered auspicious, then
UF astrologers must be happy
that they have picked on a win-
ning day. But what may be
sauce for a gander in the zodi-
acal orbit of Moscow’s astral
plane may be peison for a
goose in <Leylon's czlestial
perspective.

There are astrologers in Cey-
lon who say that May 22 was
inauspicious so far as Ceylon
was concerned. [t was no
doubt the tenth phase of the
waxing moon, dasami, & phase
on which many legendary hero-
es of Indian (Hindu) mytho-
logy scored major triumphs,
and on the basis of the PM’s
horoscope it was a day fora
signal vietory. It was no doubt
an unqualified victory for the
I'M and the UF she led, All
enemies aad rivals were bu-
ried in defeat. The UNP
was In tatters with the JR-Du-
dley feud rising in bitter cres-
cendo. The FP was sulking in
many scattered tents.
who saw defects in the new
Constitution were iso'ated and
powerless. All voices of dis-
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Others _

sent and opposition were lost
in the outer wilderness. It was
a day of victory and triumph—
—May'22 was for the United
Front led by Mrs, Bandara-
naike,

BUT DISSENTING AST-
ROLOGERS point out that
the kind of victory whicha
dasami brought was not al-
ways the best for & new cons-
titution. Enemies have a cara-
city to recuperate, recoup and
relormm—for a fresh attack.
There are 24 to 26 dasamis
in each calendar year, and each
one had a separate and indivi-
dual characteristic., The May
22 dasami came when the fiery
Agni nakshetra was high in the
astrological heavens of this re-
gion—from May 3 to May 27,
and eautious people aveid initi-
ating anything big er monu-
mental when the 4gni nakshe-
tra dominated the scene. Tri-
bune knows nothing of astro-
logy or its mysteries, nor is 7ri-
bune interested in drawing poli-
tical cenclusions from astrolo-
gical data, but a great deal of
astrological gossip filters into
our office, in the tame way po-
litical gossip does, and we are
only retailing some of the
gossip which has reached us to
keep our readers abreast even
on the astrologieal front.

Rawbling Notes

These pessimistic astrologers
point out that the loxdly Jupi.
ter was in retregression from
April 25 in the zodiacal sign of
Dhanus, (this retrogression
will go en until August 25),and
on May 26 in ils retrogression
it moved from the asterism Pur-
vasaddha to the asterism
Mula(and it will remain in this
asterism until November 11).
The ruler of the current Acqu-
erian age, Saturp, remains for
the whele of the syear in the
zodiacal house of ¥rsa; but on
April 7, Satorn had entered
the asterism of Rohini, and on
July 27 it will move to the as
terism of Mrgasirsa; and $a-
turn will retrogade from Octc-
ber 2 on Mrgasirsa asterism
until it moves to Rohini on
December 12 (and Satura con-
tinues its retrogression until
Febrvary 13, 1973). So much
for Saturn.

Of the slow-moviag planets,
Rahu will move from zediaca!
sign of Makara to Dhenus on
September 27 (Ketu will at the
same time move from Karkara
to Mithuna), but Rahu will re-
main in the asterism of Uitara-
sadha until Octeber 26 and
Ketu in Punarvasu. Of the qu-
icker moving planets, Mercury
was in Mesa on May 22 and it
moved out to ¥rsa on May 26.
Venus was in Mithuna on May
22, in the asterism Ardra, but
it started retrograding on May
27 and the retrogression con-
tinues until July 9. Mars was
in Mithuna on May 22 in the
asterism of Sarabhisaj, And
if one threw in the three exira
planets to which astrologers in
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Rambling Notes

the West pay so much atten-
tion: Herschel was in the sign
of Kanya retrograding from
January 23 to June 21 and on
May 22 it was in the asterism
Hasta, Neptune was in sign of
Vriscika retrograding from Ma-
rch 7 to August 14, and on
May 22 it was in the asterism
of 4nuradha, and lastly Pluto
was retrograding in Kanya
" from January 4 to Jure 9, and
May 22 it wasin the asterism
Uttaraphal .,

THE TERMS used above are
in Saaskrit terminology. Tri-
bune has not yet obtained the
official Sinhala equivalents of
these terms in Roman slpba
bets, Gieat care has been taken
to avoid any Tamil terms lest
it cause allergie repercussions
amnong the ruling elite of the
day. The English (rather
i3rezk) equivalents are to hand,
but it would not be politic to
refer to them at atime when
this island is breaking away
from its westera moorings.

The relevant astrological in-
{ormation on a factual basis
have been set out above for
anyone to draw inferences and
inake deductions and then pre-
lict the future of the Republic
of $5i Lanka, But such pre-
dictions are not easy. ~There
are 12 houses of the zodiac,
thera are 9 (plus 3) planets and
27 asterisms, and each one of
them is in constant flux and
movement.

Inferences and deductions
are astrologicaly made on the

basis of positioning at a given -

momeunt of time. The crux of
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the problem, in th present
instance, is what the stars
hold out for the future of
Sri Lanka during the era of
the nmew Republic which
was delivered into the world at
12.43 p.m, on May 22, The
impact of each of the planets and
the asterisms as between them-
selves and in relation to the
signs of the zodiac at the pre-
cise time of 12.43 p.m. has to
be worked out in order to arr-
ive at conelusions. It is slso
necessary to divest oneself of
subjective inhibitions, predeli-
ctions and the Jike in oxder to
make an assessment. The im-
pact of the planets and asterj-
sms on the different signs has
to be co-ordinated and inter-
woven in erder to get to any-
thing like reality. The process
has to be dymamic and not
mechanical. Such, according
to the theory of the astrologers,
is the way to make predictions.

But as far as one can see it
is almost impossible for the
human mind to co-prdinate all
these factors, some of them
with contradictory and confli-
cting propositions, and give
an astrological assessment,
Erery prediction must have
shorfcomings, Perhaps a com-
puter may one day be invented
for the purpose, and in the
meantime astrelogioal predi-
ctions per se tend to be erratic,
evasive and confusing.

Even if the rules of astrology
are correct, being divine]y-
inspired and revealed to usas it
claimed the human brain as we
know it in the midst of all the
confrenations and tensions in
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which humans ere placed, it is
next-te impossible to make a
proper astrological evaluation
aocording to the rules erdained.
If one can get a fifty percent
score, it will be extremely
geod, Baut, in spite of these
limjtations, astrologers conti-
nue to make interpretations
and assessmonts of men and
matters.

Tribunehas not yetseen an as-
trological evaluation of the aew
Republic of Sri Lanka.
What astrological impact this
new birth will have on the co-
untry is one mattex, but ano-
ther equally important aspect is
what the impact would be on
the leading pelitical and gove-
rnmental elire ol tke day. Will
the Establishment undergo
many changes P Leaving aside
astrology, the LESP assersment
of the Constitution, on a8 poli-
tical basis, is that this Consti-
tution was a tempcrary oce
appropriate for a shoit period
of “tranmgition to socialism.”’
If the main framers of the
Constitution view it in this
light, can pessimistie astrolo-
gersbeblamed forthinking that
there could not be cosmic sta-
bility in the cew Corstitution.

—

Printed and Published by
P. Alagesan at Tribune Press
for  Tribune  Publications,
43, Dawson Street, Colombo-2

1972



There 5 poweiful poienual in the 50 gis,
you throw on a sweep ucker, | your luék's in,
your fanune’s mode  If net — it sulf cames back
19 you a hundredtald in the tarm of batior schools,
beiter bospitals, more and yngie houses and
diverse industies o enru;hmg our MNarion and you

Yes. your Bitle mite blagms mughus naeed?
; Buy a sweep tcker today

r” WIN or LOSE ... YOU GAIN}

| NATIONAL LOTTERIES BOARD

Digitized by Noolaham Foundation.
noolaham.org | aavanaham.org



Registered as a newspaper in Ceylon.

BRISTOL,

belongs to the world
of tody '

RIGHT SIZE
RIGHT TASTE
RIGHT PRICE




	1 (1)
	1 (2)
	1 (3)
	1 (4)
	1 (5)
	1 (6)
	1 (7)
	1 (8)
	1 (9)
	1 (10)
	1 (11)
	1 (12)
	1 (13)
	1 (14)
	1 (15)
	1 (16)
	1 (17)
	1 (18)
	1 (19)
	1 (20)
	1 (21)
	1 (22)
	1 (23)
	1 (24)
	1 (25)
	1 (26)
	1 (27)
	1 (28)

