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At the Moment

Bank Strike

Jail-Break
Sino-Japan
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IN SRI " LANKA, the bank
strike has now passed the ene
month mark, with the Govern-
meat showing a rare determi-
nation to compel the strikers
to surrender on terms which
would be tantamount to a to-
tal and complete defeat of
the Union. The Government
does not want to negotiate whi-
Ist the strike was on, and even
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Anura Bandaranaike

¥ Violence

alter the repeated failure of all
efforts of the Ministry of Fi-
nange and the LSSP to break
the strike by reerwiting new
hands and also by issuing an
LSSP-backed-call for all ‘s0-
clalists” to return to work,
Government Sources continue
to issue threats through obvio-
usly-inspired press leakages
that probationers would not
be taken back after the sfrike
and that all other hands would
be treated as raw probationers
forfeiting all earlier privileges,
rights and the like they had
secured, or had became entitled
to, owing to length of service.

This strike is a direct con-
frontation mainly between the
LSSP and the Bank Employees
Union, and tkere is no doubt
that this has led to a great deal
of disiliusionment about the
leftwing and trade union mo-
vemen! among the genersl pub-
lic. The commoa man does
not se¢ mueh reason for the
strike They feel that the bank
clerks are unrezsomable in the
demsands they are making. But
at the same time there is a snea-
king sympathy for the strikers

for standing wp to the Govern-

ment which has brought not
werely increased Hving costs

but also greater unemploy ment.
This is only one aspect of the
problem, The impaci of the
attitude taken by the LSSP and
by the Government vis @ vis the
strike has set in motion a sense
of great bewilderment in left
and prorgessive circles—bewil-
derment not caused by UNP's
reaetionary propaganda but
which has inevitably flowed
from the clash teiween tte
LSSP and the Bank Clerks
Union, -

The LSSP continues to main-
tain that the bank strike was a
reactionary plot to topple the
Government. SLFP sources
bave been generally silent about
the motivation or the dynamics
oi the strike. The CP on the
other hand has urged the Go-
vernment to take positive steps
to settle the sirike and has
condemned ail the steps taken
to break the strike. The Staff
Officers Uniens of the two
state banks had urged the PM
to intervene in the matter,
but ghe has so far not shown
any inelination to do so— she
wants the strike called off be-
fore she will initiate any talks.
Press reports indicate that in-
fluential circles in Government
hold the view that any meve to
settle the strike thould be post-
poned until the return te the
island of Ds. N. M. Perera,
the Minister of Finance. In
the meantims, all the com-
mercial banks are providing a
limited service to its customers
to transact business,

On September 26, Bandara-
naike Anniversary was comme-

morated with all-island pansil,
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pinkamas, shramadana and pu-
blic meetings. The daily news-
papers brought out special sup-
plements, but the most sigmifi-
cant development was the fact
that Anura Bandaraazike, sen
of the laie Piemier, made it
clear that e had entered the
political life of this couatry.
He bad in recent” weeks been
making stirring speeches rhar-
ply critical of ceitain elements
in the Government. Towards
the end of August he had made
aspeech at Nittambuwa in
which he had criticised the
Government for its acts of
commission and omission and
had gone so far as to say that
he was not going to say ¢*yes" to
everything the Government
did simply because bis mother
was the Prime Minister. It was
a devastating sgeech, and it
was published a1 some l=rgth
in the Times' groip papers as
, well as in the ‘Dawasa group
panrc1s, The UNP had proclai-
med that it would reprint this
speech and distribute the same
in the four electorates where
by-elections were due om
October 9,

Anura gave a sharp retort 1o
the UNP at another meeting
on S:ptember 3 at Magalagoda
ia the Afltanagala elestorate.
Heis reported to have said:
“_.. The UNP I underatand
is happy about the speech |
made sometime ago at Nittam-
buwa criticising the Gev-
erament, They arc also wan-
ting to print this speech of
mire aad circulate it duriag
the next by-elections, 1 am
told. This shows how foelish
the UNP is. Bven though I
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criticised th: Goveromen?, the
blame should fall squarely on
the UNP for not selving any of
the pressing problems curing
their t:rm of office..... " Mr,
Ba' darinaike tken weant on to
say ', . thers are certain
reactionary elemrents in the
ranks of the goversmeat, If
the Goverement is o success-
fully implement its socialist
program fully, the ranks must
be cleansed of theie elemeats;
There was a widening gap bet-
ween the Gevernment and the
youth of the country and steps
should be taken to bridge the
gap...."

The SLFP should bes givena
new sopcialist outlook. This shoa
uld be done by sol+ing the bur-
ning problems of the masses.
Mr Bardaranaike conti-
onved: ““T he reactionaiies

are still in the Government.
They obstr. ct the socialist pro-

gramme., The Government’s
work programa e has bsen un-
expectedly paralysed as a resu-
1t. This state of affairs should
end immediately, The Govern-
ment should be cleansed forth-
with and the oppressed and
depresced masses should be
sexved.

““The Piime Minister is quite
amxieus to achieve socialism
and there is not the sjightest
doubt about that. That is why
she is giving over 1300 acres
owned by her im terms of the
Lard Reform Bill. | am pro-
ud to state that sheis preps-
red to saerifice every imch of

her land for the sake of the
people of this country.

«She is deiermined to conti-
nue the sccialist programme

envisaged by the late Mr.
5. W. R. D. Bandarana'k:. Se-
veral other progressive Bills
will be in'roduced to p:ovice
r:dress to tke poor. Bui the
Government must be cautious
of certzin persons. wit. in the
Government itself who try to
thwast those progressive mea-
sures. The late Prime Minister
laid the foundation for soci-
alism in 1956, It is the primery
duty of 4il whe posse s progres-
sive ideas to build socialism
uron that feumdation. It is
dep'orable that certain elemvents
are attempting to re-establish .
reactiem by abusing the Ban-
diranaike name,

*l state without fear that
there are people within this
Government who-ate opposcd
to Socialism Thsy speak of
Sccialism but do something
else. All such elements wou'd.
be expelied and tne promises
end pledges given 10 the peo-
ple should be fulfilled to the *
Last letter” A

But it was im an article in
the Sunday Laskedipa of Sep-
tember 24 that Mr. Anura
Eardaranaike set out more
fully what he felt on many to-
pical questions. We reproduce
below th: Ceylon Daily Mir-
ror versien of the Lankadipa
article. It was obvieus to
mcst observers eof the local
scene that this article had po-
inted barbs at certain leading
politicians, This is how the
Daily Mirror reported the
speech. “On behalf of the peo-
ple of the country, I appeal to
those in power net to ex-
ploit the Bandaraeaile name

TRIBUNE, October 10, 1972



Lo secure high office and other
benefits but to use it to ren-
der honest service to the na-
tion. This is the appeal of
Mr, Anura Bandaranike, 'in an
article published yesterday in
our sister paper, the ¢Sri Lan-
kadeepa." Mr. Bandaranaike
further points out that people
would not be sufering today,
if those who chanted the ‘Ban-
daranaike_ name' as a ‘man-
thram' to come to power had
only implemented the Banda-
ranaike policies after they as
sumed office Mr Bandarana-
ike reprets that the name “Ban-
daranaike) had been used by
some people as a ““commercial
catch word" and confined
only to political platforms to
secure power and lead luxuri-
ous and indolent lives.

Recalling the words ¢“the
prime duty of man is service
to mankind'’ which fiis father
wrote in his autograph thirteen
years ago. He mairtairs that
if those who use the Bandara-
naike.name wanted the bles-
sing of the people, they should
try to serve the people like the
late Mr. S. W. R. D, Banda-
ranaike. It is important, he
writes, for those living in air-
conditioned mansions to come
down from their ivory towers,
mix with the people, and there.
by come to realise their suil-
erings and aspirations, Mr.
Bandaranaike further observes.
“At a time when the country
is waging an economic war
and the nation is struggling to
extricate itself from an econo-
mic morass, it is a pity to note
that some people are engaged
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in holding political tamashas
to fete persons who are sup-
posed to have completed 25
years, 35 ycars or 45 years in
service to the people’.

Mr. BPandaranaike adds that
if these persons had rendered
genuine service to the peaple,
such services would be embed-
ded in the minds of the people
for ever like letters engraved
on stone and there is no need
to hold tamashas to remind
them. Is it not an insult to
the intelligence of the oppres-
sed masses of this country for
these persons to go all over
the island participating in such
tamashas '** he asks.

He states that Aladdin secu-
red whatever he wanted by rub-
bing the lamp and this habit
has been acquired by some
members of the Sri Lanka Fre-
edom 'arty too. Persons who
got stranded in the political
arena begin to recite ‘ the na-

me of Bandaranaike, Ban-
daranaike policies’ , etc and
whenever they chanted this

«Bandaranaike manthram®’ the
people gave them a mandate.

Up to now, there had been
two occasions on which this
mandate had been given. Eut
it would be pertinent says Mr.
Bandaranaike to pause at this
stage and ascerfain to what
extent his father's policies had
been implemented.

«We have now been given a
mandate for the third time.
But | however, doubt whether
with this mentality of Aladdin
and his wonderful lamp still
prevailing any useful results

At the Moiment

would be achieved with regard
to the present state of affairs.

Mr. Anura Bandaranaike’s
appeal was mainly directed to
the dissident youth. This was
an undoubted attempt to brid-
ge the gap between the Gov-
ernment and the angry youth
of this country. He blamed
the ‘“reactionaries’ inside the
SLFP and the UF for the cre-
dibility gap which had began
to envelope the Government,

This article came as a ¢“sho-
cker'’ to many pecple. two

SUBSCRIPTION
RATES

Minimum Subscription
Rs. 18 per 36 issues,
post free in Ceylon.

For air mail and sea
mail rates abroad,
please wiite to the
Circulation Manager,
mentioningthe country
of destination

TRIBUNE makes no
attempt to exact com-
plete conformity from

its contributors, but
rather welcomes a
variety of opinions

consistent with general
policies.

MANUSCRIPTS. TRI-
BUNE cannot assume
responsibility for unso-
licited articles and
letters. None will be
returned unless so re-
quested and is accom-
panied by a stamped
self -addressed enve-
lope.




At the Moment
SLFP parliamentarians and
one CP parliamentarian had
in recent times celebrated their
25th anniversary ‘of their entry
into parliamentary politics,
Minister T.B. Illangaratne had
celebrated his anniversary ab-
out three months ago, but
Mr, Maithripala Cenanayake
had started his celebrations on
September 13 and Mr. Pieter
Keuneman on September 20.
Apart from castigating those
who were celebrating anniver-
saries, he also directed some
well aimed shots at people who
used the ‘‘Bandaranaike’ na-
me and only one politician
has in contemporary times ad-
opted the Fandaranaike name
in addition to his own. It was
a broad sweep, and if one left
CP's Mr. Keuneman out Mr.
Anura Bandaranaike’s broad-
side fell squarely on some of
the immediate and future con-
tenders for the post of Prime
Minister. Mr. Anura Ban-
daranaike has thus given a
clear indication of his inten-
tions

Whilst the Finance Minister
was busy pleading Ceylon's case
before the Commonwealth Fi-
nance Ministers and the World
Bank, there was a daring jail
break at Anuradhapura on the
night of September 28 and in
the early hours of the morning
of September 29. It was not
an ordinary jail-break: It was
an assault on the jail by a pro-
fessionally adept armed band
to rescue a group of insurgents
kept in detention. The {imes
of Ceylon of September 29
under the banner headlines
DARING 1.30 A.M. ATTA-
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CK ON A'PURA JAIL; GU-
NS, HAND-BOMBS, IN HO-
UR-LONG BATTLE: 35
PRISONERS ESCAPE repor-
ted that. “THE ANURADHA
PURA jail was attacked at
1.30 this morning by about 25
young persons dressed in blue
slacks and armed with shot
guns, hand-bombs and hatchets
and 32 suspect insurgents
were set free.

“ ne of them was later re-
captured by a Prison Guard.
According to reporis reaching
Colombo this morning the op-
cration to release the 35 sus-
pect insurgents took only seven
minutes.

“The attackers used a rope
ladder to scale the prison wall
and they over-powered the pri-
son officials and demanded
the keys to the prison wards.
Wi hen the keys were ‘refused
the wooden door leading to the
wards of the cells was hacked
open with a hatchet and the
35 prisoners were released.
One policeman was shot in the
gun battle which lasted for
nearly an hour, after the 35
insurgent suspects were set
free. The attackers had explo-
ded hand bombs and used shot
guns to confuse the guards at
the time of the attack

At 7.30 this morning the
Commissioner of Prisons. Mr.
A. A. de Silva accompanied
bv the Army Commander, Ma-
jor-General Sepala Attygalle
flew to Anuradhapura to hold
an on the spot inquiry.”

The Times also published a
note from its Anuradhapura

correspondent. It read: <Quwr
Anuradhapura  correspendent
States Altout midnight a gang
of nearly fifty men armed with _
shot guns and hand bombs
came near the prison gates and
challenged police sentries ask-
ing them to surrender as the
gang claimed they had already
captured the police station.
1he gang had blocked the road
to the prison on both sides
with old tyres and-other debris
and set fire to rubbish they
had heaped. They threw bombs
and flred at police sentries.

“The Police opened fire. Whi-
le the battle was on, some jail
guards on duty with the police
had fled. In the tmeantime from
inside the Prison, thirtyfive pri-
soners scaled the ‘wall by me-
ans of an improvised ladder
made of ropes and escaped.

<Of the thirtyfive, two are
said to be top criminals serv-
ing sentences and others are
alleged insurgents. Of this only
one escapee has been arrested.
Two police constables have
sustained minor injuries by
gun shot fire.”
The Observe of September 29
also had a banner headline
(much smaller than that of the
Tirzes), but next morning the
Daily News, the Sun, and the
Daily Mirror reported the as-
sault on the jail under very so-
ber headlines in an obvious
effort to play down this inci-
dent. The Sri Lanka Broadcas-
ting Corporation - did not re-
port this incident on its news.
It is understandable that the
Government should want to
play down this episode, but
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unless the SLBC reports inci-
dents like this, which reeeive
wide publicity in the papers
and in in ta-aar gossip, the
creditably gap whieh already
exists in the public mind abo-
ut our State - run Radio will
grow wider and wider every
" day. But, the nswspapers had
another incident to draw am
excuse fora red herring: on
the afternoon of September
29 a bomb, was flung at & mur-
der suspect while in fiscal cus-
tody just outsid® th: Magis-
trate’s Court in Hultsdorp. It
was part of gangland's war
from Wattala - Hencalx ar a
carried 'o the very doorstep cf
our rajor institutioas of law
enforcement. It is centainly
pot wise to pver-dramatise acts
of violence, and the restraint
which the daily papers have
now begun to show in these
matters is an index of the con-
cern responsible quagters hava
developed to the growing vio-
lence and Jaw breaking in this
country.

IN°' THE WORLD OYUT-
SIDE, violence continues fo
grow apace: Violence has re-
ared its head in many new pla-
ces. Vietnam and the Middle Ea-

st are ch-onic theatres of violen- |

ce. The Letter-bomb now
carrles violence and war to
overy nook and corner of the
world and into every home and
office through the post. The
Munich terror by the Arab
commardes and the savage Is-

raeli reprisals in Lebanon and

Syria kave brought new ten-
sion te a world whick was ho-
ping that the detente between
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the big powers will spread on
ever-widning basis. In Bast
Alrica, the military confronta-
tion between Ugandan exiles
and President Amin’s superior
forces nearly triggered local
war batween Uganda and Tan-
zania. Libya jumped into the
fray with gay abandon,
but Sudan endeavoured to de-
fuse the Libyan intervention
by grounding amd returning
five Libyam plames carrying
arms and troops to Ugarda.
This has brought a rift between
Sudanm ard other Arab coun-
iries like Egypt and Libya. But
Col. Gaddaffi insists on being
a crusader aund his troops are
now fighting with Amin’s for-
ces inside Tanzania — having
obviously reached Uganda by
longer and more devious rou-
tei rather than the short hep
across Sudan. The Osganisa-
tion of African Unity (OAU)
endeavouring to bring peace
between Uganda and Tanzania
whilst the airlift of Uganda
Asians has begun on a massive
scale. The British Foreign Sec-
retary has made it clear that it
would not be physically possi-
ble to keep to Amin’s deadline
of airlifting the 85,000 Asians
and hoped that the Ugandan
President would extend the de-
adline. In the meantime, Ami-
n’s stromg arm tactics are help-
ing lo maintain some sembla-
nce ef law and order in trou-
bled Uganda, torn by tribal
tensiens and quarrels,

The American elections have
begun to hot up, but Nixen
seems to have a lead which
MeoGovern is not likely to re-

At the Moment

duce: especially because his
wavering and vacillating state-
ments and actions seems to
take him iwo steps back for
every step he attempis to ta-
ke forward. In the meantime,
Nixon is taking an aggresively
positive attitnde towards achi-
eving some kind of truce and
peace in Vietnam before the
end of October. He has al-
rcady concluded a big trade
desl with Russia while at the
same time he has arranged for
US wheat to beshipged to Ch-
in as a precursor to a bigger
trade agreement.

But the news of the month is
the visit of the Japanese Prime
Minister to Peking starting
from September 25 and ending
on September 30. Ia this sh-.
ort period Tanaka expressed
regrets for what the Jap:nese
Army had done to tne Chinese
from the beginning of this cen-
tury (Irom 1894 to be exact',
and with the expression of sor-
row, Pcking has waived ali cla-
ims for reparations for war
damages— and thms begin a
new chapter in Sino-Japanese
history.

Mr. Kakuei Tanaka the Ja-
panese Prime Minister, arrived
in Peking on September 25
and at a bamquet the same eve-
ning he set the ball rolling for
a Sino-Jap raprochement, But
it was Prime Minister Chou
En lal who, in his opening sp-
eech, had paved the way for
the Tanaka *‘sorrow' at what
tke Jap Army had done in Ch-
ina. This is what the Chinese
Prime Minister had said:



At the Moment

“...Prime Mirister Tanaka’s
visit to Chisa opens a new pa-
ge in the history of Sine-Japa-
nese gelations. Friendly con-
facts and cultural exchanges
between our twe countries ha-
ve a history of two thousand
years, and our two peoples ha-
ve forged a profound friend-
ship; all this we should treasuie
However, in the half-century
after 1894, owing to the Japa-
nese militarists’ apgression ag-
ainst China, the Chinsse peo-
ple were made to emdure tre-
mendous disasters and the Jap-
anese people, too, suffered a
great deal fromit. The past
mot forgotten is a guide for the
future. We should firmly bear
the experieace and the lesson
in mind. Following Chairman
Mao Tsstung's teachings, the
Chinese people make a strict
distinction between the very
few miljtarists and broad mas-
- ses of the Japansse people.
Therelore, sirce the founding of
‘the People's Republic of China
although the state of war bet-
ween the two countires has not
been declured terminated, fri-
eadly, contacts and trade rela-
tions beetwen the Chinese and
Japanese peoples have conti-
nuously developed instead of
beiag interrupted, In the past
few years, the number of Ja-
panese friends visiting China
each year exceeded the number
of friends frocm other countries
and ths volume of China's tx-
ade with Japan based on equa-
lity and mutual benefit surpa-
ssed that with other ceuntries
This has created favourable con-
ditions for the normalization
of Sino-Japanese relatiens...”
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The Japanese Prime Minister
had responded to this in a way
that paved the way for the
normalisatien of relations. This
is what Mr, Tanaka had said:

“...1 flew non-step from To-
kyo to Peking on this trip. It
makes me once again decply
aware that Japan and Chira
are close meighbours with only
a strip of water -in between.
The two countries are not only
so ¢lose to each othes geogra-
phically, but have a history of
2,000 years of rich and vared
ties. However, it is regretfal
that for several decades in the
past the rclations between Ja-
pan and China had unfortu-
nate experiences, During that
time our country pave great
troubles to the Chinese people
for which 1 once again make
profound self - exa nination.
After Werld War LI the rela-
tions be!wesn Japan and Chi-
na remained in an ahnormal
and unnatural State. We can-
not but frankly admit this his-
torical [act.

“But we should not forcver
linger in the dim blind alley
of the past, Ia my opinion, it
is important now for the lead-
ers of Japan and China to con-
fer in the interest of tomorrow.
That it to say, to eonduct fra-
nk and sincere talks for the
common goal of peace andipro-
sperity in Asia and in the wor-
1d as a whole, It is preciously
for that goal that | have come
here. We hope that we can
establish friendly and goed-ne-
ighbourly relatioms with great
China and its people and that
the twe countries will on the

one hand respect each other’s
relations with its friendly ceu-
ntries and on the other make
contributions to peaee and
presperity ia Asia and in the
world at large,

““It goes without saying that
Japan and Ckina have differ-
eni political convictions and
social systems, Yet, 1 think,
in spite of all this, it is possi-
ble for Japan and Chiria to és-
tablish good-neighboufly and
friendly relations aad, on tke
basis of equality and mutual
beiefit, stremgthen contacts,
respect each ether’s stand and-
carry out cooperation.

The nermalizaticn of rela-
tions is absolutely necessary to
the establishment of good-nei-
ghbourly and friendly relatiens
between Japam and China on a
solid basis. Of course, the
two sides bave their own basic_
positions and peculiar condi-
tions. Rut despite the fact
that some minor differences
exist betaeen the pesitions and
views of the two sides, I beli-
eveit is possible for Japan and
China to overcome their diver-
gence of views and reach ag-
reement in the spirit of seek«
ing common ground en major
questions and of mutual under-
standing and mutual accom-
modation. I am willing to ac-
complish this important task
and take a new step forward
along the road of long-stand-
ing Japan-China friendship...""

After this exchange of “frie-
ndly sentiments’’ in public spe-
cches (evidently all this had
been pegotiated earlier in the
private and diplematic talks

Continued on p, 15
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AS OTHERS SEE US — |

The New Constitution

ITH the inauguration of
the new Constitution® on May
22, 1972, §1i Lanka became a
free, sovereign ‘and indepen-
dent republic. Though she ac-
hieved independence as a domi-
nien within the British Comm -
onwealth on Februsry 4, 1949,
she did not punctuate her inde-
pendence by framing a new
constitution but econtinued to
be governed by ths Soulbury
Constitation of 1946 drawn
in Westm'nister, owing allegi-
anc: to the Crown, Hcwever,
the efficacy and suitability of
tie Soulbury Constitution be-
gan to be ques'iored from the
early ‘Efties, partievlarly by
the Leftists who advecated tte
gcrapping of the colcnial Con-
stitution and the formation of a
Coastituent Assembly. to frame
a new one,

After 19 56, many atte-
mpts were maeade to revise
the Constitution from within
by way of amendments, but
till 1970 nothing substantial
towards the amendm:nt of ths
consti ulion could be zchicved
as no Goverament covld com-
mand two—thirds mijority in
the Parliament,

In 1970, however, the joint

election manifesto of the UF
asked the voters “to permit the
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by Dr. LUGY M. JACOB
University of Rajasthan

Members of Parliament to fun-
cticn simultaneously as a Co-
nsiituent Assembly to draft,
adopt, and operate a new ¢on-
siitution which would declare

Ceylon a free, eoverzign aed
independent Repub'ic.” It was

in terms of this mandate thata
Constituent Assembly which
derived its euthority from the
people of Sri Lanka was con-
vened by the I'rims Ministe-,
Mis Bandaranaike,on July 19,
1970, aed on the first resc lut'on
regarding the aims and ob ecti-
ves of the new Constijution,
ske succeeded in evoking coz-
sensus as was evident from
the unanimous adoption
of this resolution. This
unanimity, howeve:, could
not be maintained when the
de'ails of the Const'tu'ien were
spelt out at various stages. By
July 1971, the Tamil Federal
Par y, the most important re-
gional paity in the North, had
decided te walk out eof tha
Asscmbly and at many stages
tte major oppositicn party, the
Urited Natioral Pariy, expre-
ssed its resentment at the un-
due haste witk which the Gaver-
nment, with a steam—roller
majerity of 116 members in an
elected Heuss of 151, was pu-
sking it th-ough.

THE CONSTITUTION ;s
framed after the Corstitusnt

The New Consti‘ution

Assembly’s sitting for 44 days
stretcbed over 21 wmonths, is
not a conseasus document; it
fails to carry with it the repre-
sentatien of almost kalf of the
total electorate. The Sinka-
lese based UNP, which secured
abeut 38 per cent ¢f the tetal
votes polled, refused to bless
ths Constitution. The Tamil
Federal Party which bad initi-
ally participated ia the deli-
beration of the Constituent
Assembly bad withdrawn from
it when its amendment to the
Government’s reselution seek-
ing parity for Tamils with Sin-
bela, wss defeated by a large
majority in th e Constilusnt
Assembly. The Tamil Cong-
r:s: which had extended its su-
pport to th: Goverament thro-
ugheut the deliteratiors of the
Coastituent Assembly votzd
against the adopton of the
final draft of the Censtituticn.
On the promulgation of the
Constitu’ion, botk the Tamil
parties which accounted fer
about 7 per cent cf the votes
pelled in the last gsneral ele-
ction, boycotted the election on
the plea that it does not pro-
vide ad:quate safeguards for
the wse of Tamil. Notwith-
standirg its failurs to evolve
COfSeUsUs on certain basic iss-
uzs, the new Constitution com-
tains certain very radical fea-
tures and is & major departure
from the cld Coustitution in
mzny respects,

To begin witk, unlike the ea-
ilier bieameral legislature, the
new Constitution provides for
a unicameral one, styled as the
Natienal State Assembly which
is “the supreme irstrument of



Tke New Constitution

th: state power”. It will be
even more powerful than the
Constitution ia the sense that
it will have the power to am-
end the Constitution any tims
though in accordanee wth the
procedure lzid down in it. An-
other difference that arises from
the above is that unlike the
Privy Council which was vested
with the authority te look into
the validity of the laws passed
by 8ri Lanka's Parliament no
court administering justice un-
der the new Ceonstitution shall
Rave the power te enqulire into
or pronounce upon the validity
of any law enacted by tha Na-
tional State Assembly.

A HEREDITARY MONA.-
RCH as the head of State has
beea replaced by a nominated
President for a term of 4 ysarg
by the new Constitution. Fi-
nally, the Soulbury Cen:titu-
tion contained nothing corres-
ponding to the Fundamental
Rights and Frzedom, and Prin-
eiples of State Policy which are
provided in the new Coastitu-
tion.

Some of the special features
of the Constitution of Sri
Lanka are: A nominated pre-
sident, a very powerful Prime
Minister, supremacy of Nati-
onal State Asgsembly, a Consti-
tutional Court, pride of place
given to Buddbism, official sta-
tus to Sinhala and mnon-justi-
ciable Fundamental Rights wi-
thout right to private property.

““The extent ito which the
Prime Minister and the Cabi-
net are powerful under the
Constitution is evident from
analysis of the inter-relations
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between t he executive, judi-
cary, ard legislatu e”

Urder the new Constitution
the Prime Minjster has been
mare such a powerlul fgore
that no parallel can bz found
in any other pal'am-ntary
form of government. The ex-
tent to which the Prime Mini-
ster and the Cabinet are power-
ful undes the Coastitution is
evident from an analysis of the
inter-relations between the
exerutive, judiclary, and lsgis-
lature. Thus, as regards the
head of the state, not omly is
he the choiee of the Prime Mi-
nister but is also removable en
the determination by the Prime
Minister thit the Presidernt is
incapable of peiforming the
functions of his office by re-
ason of mental or phy 1:ul in-
firmity, or on a resolution of
no-confidence against tte Pra-
sid:nt passed by a major'ty of
the National State As:embly on
the propcsal of the Prime
hiiunister.

In almost a'l perlizm ntary
forms of goverament, a Cou-
ncil of Min’sters is provid.d o
aid and edvise the constituti-
onal head in the exercise of his
functions. But it is essentially
the Cabinel, an inner body of
the Council of Ministers, wh-
ich is the pivot of administra-
tion. But the new Constitu-
tion of Sri Lanka bas provided
net a Councilof Ministers, but
a Cabiret of Ministers, not to
aid and advise ths President,
but charged with the direction
and control of the Government.
The Cabinet is eatrusted with
unusual powers also. It is re-
sponsible for the appolntment

transler, dismis al, ard discipl-
inary co:trol of all sta e offi-
cers ard its recommendation,
ordar cr d ci ion cannot be qu-
e.tioned by any insti ution :d-
ministerit g just ce. © This gives
the Cabinet, of which tt e Prime
Minister hes becn traditisnally
the primus inter pares, control
over sll sta'e officers inclucirg
the judges. i '

UNDERLINING; the sup-
reme power of the Cabinet is
ths fact that allinstitutions for
administration of ju.t'ce are -
creat.d by the Nalional State
Ass mbiy and the iudges are
sppoin'ed by the Cabinet of
Minisicrs en the recemmen-
dation of the J. dicial Services
Aduisory Board. The power
ty remove judges is alse vested
in the Natipral State Assem-
bly by the lfact that the Presi-
dent removes the judges on an
address of the Naticnal State
Assembly. So the eardina! pr-
. ciple of the separat’on of
p wer; bas not beea apylied
even Lo the judiciary.

Unlike in India or the USA,
where the juviciary is vested
with the power of judicial re-
view i.e., to enquire in'o the
validity of leg'slation passed
by the their respective legisla-
tures, in Sri Lanka this power
is vested in a special Constitu-:
tional Court created for the
purpese. Compiised by th3
five members appoinied by the
President, the scope of the
Constitutional Court is also
circumscribed by the power
vested in the National State
Assembly to pass a law which
.may have been declared

TRIBUNE, Cctober 10, 1927



incoasistent with the Constitu-
tion by the Constitutional Co-
urt, with the special majority
requirad fer ths amendment of
the constitutien. Thus, in eff-
ect, the Censtitutional Ceurt
is a whip in ths hand of the
Nationai State Asszmbly.

In contrast to the autero-
mous Public Service Commi-
ssion that prevailed under the
Soulbury Constitution, the new
Constitution has provided
a three-member 'State Servi-
ces Advisory Board eppointed
by th: President fer a term of
fouryears to advise th: Cabinet
of Minist;rs in matters of app-
oin:ment, transfers, promo-
tions etc., of tke stats officers.
Eut again, tke Cabinet is at li-
terly not to abide by the rezo-
mmend;tions of the Board pro-
vided it offers an explanation
to the National State Assembly,
Here sgain, the Copstiturion
has, in effect, left enough sc-
op: for politicalisati: n of bu-
reancracy,

“,.the Constitution in its
present form has denied many
fea ures that go to make a pa-
vliamentary system and the re-
alisation of democratic values,”

THE NE W CONSTITU-
TIONalse contains a chapteron
ths nen-just'ciable Principles
of Stat: Policy, similar to those
in the Indian Constitution, wh-
ich would form the guidelices
for future Governmeate. The
spzclal mention of “group.ri
ghts” and specific mention of
“the development of collectjve
forms of preperty such as state
properiy or co-operative pro-
perty in th: means of predu-
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ciion, distribution, and excha-
nge as means of ending explo-
itation of man by man” reflect
the urmistakable socialistic im-
print of the left-oriented UF
led by Mrs Bandaramaike.

The Isnguage and the reli-
gion of the Majority commu-
pity have found a special place
in the Constitution, While Si-
ntala fs made the special la-
nguage, Budchism occuples the
foremost place in the €onsti-
tution With Buddkism occu-
pying ths ‘foremest place’ with
the responsibility cast on the
State to protect and foster it,
it becomes quite clear that fo-
llowers of other religions such
as Hindus, Caristians, Muslims,
and others cannot cliim state
protection and state help asa
matter of Constitutionsal rights,
thought their survival is en:u-
red in the Fundamental Rights
Chapter. Although Buddhism
will not te the Stat: religion as
such, it will mo.e or less enjoy
that status in praciice. In this
respect S:i Lanka is neither a
secular State like India nor a
religious State like some of the
Muslim countries.

In sum, the new Cors ituiion
of the Republic of Sri Lanka
fs an experiment in a new patt-
ern of demoperatic s.t-up with
a socialist conteat and a reli-
gious background. But it will
be to because the ruling UF
headed by Mrs Barndaranaike
is B coalition of the SLFP, the
Trotskyite LSSP and the CP
{Mascow). While the right
wii g of the SLFP ha: sought
to pre:erve the basic features
of a parliamentary democ:racy

The New Constitution

in the framework, the LSSP
and €P have contributed the
soclalist content and the Budd-
hist entbusiasts of the SLFP are
responsible for i ts religious
orientation. While it retains
the Parliamentary demoeratio
pattern of the West with a con-
stitutional head, periodleal ge-
peral elections end the choice
of a Prime Minister by the Pre-
sident, ffom a party comman-
ding a majority in the elected
Assembly, it also contains such
provisions for realisation o f
scclalist democracy, like Fun-
damental Rights minus the ri-
ght to private proj erly, realisa-
tion of group rights, and the
elimination of econemic ard
sociali prvileges.

IT MAY BE NOTED how-
ever, that the Constitutioninits
rresent form has denied many
features that go to make a pa-
riiamentary system and the re-
elisation of democratic values.
To illustra’e, by con’erring the
unpreee’ented a n d sweeping
powers — legislative, executive
aad judicial— on the National
Assembly the new Constitution
demonstrates to ths world at
large that Sri Lanka is aiming
to preserve the sovereignty of
her people. But one cannot
overlook the fact that the pow-
e1s of tha Assembly ars exerci-
sed by the Prime Minister and
her Cezbinet. As such, in the
abseace of vital checks and
balances, and in view of the
untramel'ed powers which the
executive enjoys under tke new
Constituiion, some commen-
tators e pprehend that this mi-

ght l.ad to a ““legalised au-
thoritarianism'',



Crisis of Consensus

AS OTHER SEE US~—2

Crisis of Consensus

TWO YEARS ago when the
United Front, comprising of
ths demecraiic soc'alist Sri
Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP),
the Trotskylte Lanka Sama
Samaia Party (LSSP) and the
Moscow-oriented Communist
Party (€CP) came to power
with an overwhelming electoral
support and a two-thirds ma-
jority in the Parliamsnt, ‘h re
was jubiliation in Lelt circ'es
not only in Sri Laska. but
algso abroad The ideological
demnirce of the Left in the

."Govern acnt was sesn a8 an

oppo tanity to bring about so-
cialism through Parliameatary
- demooraey in a developing co-
untry, It was also seen as a
challenge to the leadership to
evoive and imp'em:nta pro-
priate golicies synthe.isingt e
twin objectives of social justice
and cconomic growth on the
base of what was essentially a
colenial eccnomic structure,

As it happesed, however, in
less than a year, the UF Gov-
ernmeat headed by Sirimavo
B.inda-anaike, ths SLFP leades
found itself confronted with a
profeund crisis of Left cons-
ensus, A large segment of the
Sinhilzse you:h, largely respon-
sible for a massive majority of
the UF, questioned the Left
moorings of the coalition and
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ity ability to bring about insti-
tuticnal changes censistent
with the spirit of soeialism in
Sri Lanka’s soiety.

Reopen'ng virtually a cead
controvirsy in the Left circles,
whetter it was pessible to
brieg about peaceful transfor-
mation throagh the well-orces-
ed means available in a8 par-
liame: tary democracy, this
segment of the lopzal youth sta-
ged an Insurrection which well
nigh paralysed ihe Govern-
ment’'s carability for working
for soc'alist re onstyu:tion as
it had, irdeed, pledged in its
electoral pregramme. Th: st-
ruggle for sheer su vival in
power asumed an everriding
prierity.

To be surz, the UF Guv-
erament rot oniy managed to

survive the ipsurrecticn, but
also implem:nted one of its

major electoral promiges of a
new republicas  constitution
pledging in its preamble to 12
alisa the objectives of the so-
cialist democracy. The pro-
mulgation of the Constitution
on May 22 gives the Govern-
mect a lease for two more
yvears in addition to ihe five-
year term to which they were
entitled under the old coasti-
tution.

"Looking ahead, it is casy
enough (o foresee the d:mands

that the G« vernment would be
called upon to meet if the co-
untry is not to continuve to live
in a statz of emerge-cy in
which it v ags plunged following
the insurrection. ' First and
feremost, it would se=m that
the coalition would reed to
establish a rapport wih the
masses which was rudely shat-
tered by the action the Gov-
ernment had to take dgainst
the imsurzents. The- fact that
nesrly all the insurt:ctionists
b:longed to the age group
14-30, irdicetes that the peli- -
ical infra-structure cf tke par-
ties of the coalition has been
seriously eroded, virtually den-
ying them the dyramic south
elemen’, th: price o these rart-
ies, which all along had spear-
headed the initiative for pcpu-
lar support. .

CLOSELY LINKED with
this problem Is the equally seri-
ous questi>n of the idesk gical
credibility of the parties which
has been thrown inte deubt by
tha revo't of the relatively un-
d:rprivileged rural sections of
the s>ciety agaiast a socialist
¢ aliticn. The Left lcaderskip
i+ th- coalition is, a8 a <ons-
eguence, confro.ted with an
‘eme ging’ elite contending
for power with the ‘estublish-
ed’ eli‘e. .

the c'ue to this siuatlon
lizs largel, in the patern of
polijical evolution in the islai.d
sirce 1931 when universal ad-
ult frarchise was in rcduced
with a m.asure of au:cnom: us
pawe: lo the indigenous lea-
derskip. Unlike in other colo-
nial countrics, -irdependence
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was virftually widening the seo-
pe of this autoncmy and dee-
penirg its content. Qualitati-
vely speaking, the difference
was the exposure of Govern-

ent to th: direct and unfet-
tered impact of the electorate

The preseat party system
in Sci Lanka, which under
the circumstances was in
effect the evolution of a
pattern conditioaed byuniversl

adult {ranchise over the last40

years or so, seetns tc have ur-
dergone thres phases. If the
first phase conneted a multi-
party-group system, the second
phase, begining with ths elec-
tion of 1956 could be designa-
ted as that of two major par-
ties system. The final phase,
beginning after the efection of
1970, heralded the era of one
parly domisance (fcrmerly
operating as one of the two
major parties ).

Be that as it may, ths UNP
rule, spread ovar the first eig-
ht years of independence, fes-
tered to a.considerable extent
ths censensus as it had evolved
uadar the colonial rule. Em-
phasis oa the efficiency of ad-
ministration, maintenance of
law and order and nutturing
of the secular as well as wel-
fare organisations of th: State
were some of its moteworthy
features. It might be mentiened
that the Welfare Sta'e concept
—an ultra~modern idiom—fit-
ted in eomfortably with the
tz.ditional idiom of “seivice to
King"” and the conszquent
paternalistic duties which the
King had toward kis subjects,

Ths SLFP era (195€-64) or-
dered a different set of censen-
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sus which, instead of under-
lining ths cold efficiency of the
bureaucracy, emphasisad on
the democratised and commit-
ted" character of 1he ‘steel fra-
mework’. In the welfare orien-
tation of the Stafe it wasits
socialist content which was un-
derlined and tke rights as well
as the dignity ef the common
man underscored.

THE TWO-—-TERM cycle
of the UNP and the SLFP co-
alitions, gs parties in govern-
ance and eppesition alternately,
facilitatzd the widening of In-
ter — party consznsus areas and
blunting of dissentient eleme-
nts. At times the cempulsio: s
of conmtinuity in ‘ruling’ dema-
nded it and, at others, it was
dictated by the expediency of
scarce resources ¢f the society.
The two major-parties system,
thus, tended to providaa com-
petinve from, but - coaseasual
sub:tancs (o politics,

Ons eof its manifestations
was the relative cass with wh-
ichcoalition governments func-
tioned. Unlike in India, the
coalition goveraments im Eri
Lenks connoted aggregatien
and not fragmentation ef its
politics. Underlying its ope-
ration was a competitive cem-
sensus which evolved out of a
tenuous process o f confiict,
bargaining, and accomcdation.
In this process, majerity of th:
party elites irrespective of their
ideolegical affiliatiens pursued
‘consensual styles' which, not-
withstanding diffesent shades
seemed to be the dominant st-
yle for facing basic issues.

Crisis of Consensus

The first phase, beginning
with the fou d ng of the then
Ceylon Natienal Congre:s, was
marked by a medley ef political
groups, most of whom were
highly persenalised ard could
be tcrmed as ‘notakle’ partiss,
with the notables marshalling
popular support vertically with
the local societies organised
and integrated by rank, mu-
tual dependence and the legi-
timacy of traditional autbority.
This pattern, casually madefor
a patron-client relationship be-
tween the clectorate and the
elected, was rooted in the feu-
dal morass with social obliga-
tion as a manifestation ef defe-
r-nce to traditional authority
structuges ard the duties flow-
ing from such a relationship.
This type of electorzl liak of
local men with ‘vete banks'
provided the suprert structure
of the United Natlonal Party
im its initial phase when it was
brought inte being in 1947 as
a coalijion ef various groups
and personalities.

AN EXCEPTION te this
pattern of political mobilisa-
tion was that of the Left par-
ties like the Lanka Sama Sa-
maj Party and the Commun-
ist Party which, unlike other
parties and groups. had en or-
ganisatien and am ideology and
which attempted (o mobilise
popular support korizontally
cutting across vertical solida-
rities. However, its fragmen-
tation leading to thz emergence
of many “personality P.rties”,
robbed it of an impact which it
would otherwise have madz: on
the political system.
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Crisis .of Consensus

“The crisis of consensus in

' the politics of Sri Lanka thus

brings to the fore the pertinent

issue of its ‘extent’ ta keep the

system operative and the suste-
nance of its credib:lity*"

The party system as it evel-
ved during its second phase i.e.,
1956—70 was neither a doml-
nant party systems of the Indian
variety, ner a bi- party system,
nor a multi-party system of
the French variety. It emerged
asa system with twe major
parties with the SLFP and the

. UNP having an almost equally
stromg support bass and virtu-
ally all the minor parties ali-
gning themselves with ome or
the other of the major two.
Uncerlying this evolution, were
several factors such as the re-
lative homogeneity of its social
organisation, a successful pro-
jection of the SLFP image as a
CS‘movement’ party in 1955-56,

 the electoral laws and a fairly
consistent electoral alliance
pattern between the major and

" minor parties,

IF AN OPEN disagreement
was made on a particular sub-
ject, everyone knew by and
large, the limits and scope of
such dis-agreements. Issues
like minority rights and strate-
gies for economic growth did
evoke sharp differences among-
st various parties but on seve-
ral other issues, an overall
consensus seemed to prevail.
One such issue was the faith in
the efficacy of the parliamen-
tary framework which had
LSSP leader, Dr N. M. Perera,
as one of its most vocal expon-
ents.
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Curiously enouga, this asser-
tion of Dr Perera’s faith was a
reaction to Shanmuzhathasan
SLFP leader, Felix R. Dias
Bandaranaike s statement that
a ‘little bit’ of totalitar;anism
was good for Sii Lanka. An
even more striking evidence of
such a consensus among t e
elite was that the CP (Peking
wing) leader, Shanmughatha-
san, called upon his ‘comrades’
to make their votes ‘imvalid’ in
1970 elections, on the plea that
they had no fziih in the efficacy
of the parliamentary syatem,
Thus, even the Peking wing
leader, an ultraradical then,
decided to register his protest
against the parliamentary {ra-
mewor< in a constitutional
manner, as was ordained in the
framework itself.

Alongwith the faith in the
efficacy of the parliamentary
system lay the consensus on
the part of the party elites to
ensure a socialist democracy.
Here was 2 close relationship
between the strength of cone
sensus and levels of perfor-
mance. Thus far  there had
keen some sort of a balance
ketween tke ‘distribution of
perceptions in regard to the
system’s efficacy and the distri-
buiion of expectations from
the system’, the "authority of
the party system being legiti-
mised by the peeple. Such a
balance, bowevar, was upset by
(a) the progressive expansion
of the social base of the politi-
eal garties end ths gen:ziation
of alarge numter of deman is
from there: (b) the failure on

the part of the ‘Left establish-
ment’ to keep up their Left

image intact in+tl eir style of
living and im their mode of
contacts with their ‘comrades’
(e) the ‘routinisation of 1evo-
Iuticn®, Such a siate v as 1ea-
ched when the Left paitics, as -
partne s in power almost failed
to act demonstratly to foster
economic growth and social
justice.

This is not to minimizzs the
formidable difficulties bedevill-
ing a consumption-oriented ec-
onomy suiv.v.ng on the import
of even essential commodities
and dependent on th: {,uctua=
tion of international prices of
primary export products.

Aggravating the situation is
the heavy commitmenis 1o tke
welfare sector, which leaves a
relatively small scope for tud-
getary savings. [n the absence
of industialisation, surpluses
that could be expecied of incis
cased productivity as a con-
sequercs of welfare meacures
do not warrant an investmeng
of this magpitude,

THE EXPERIENCE ‘of the
present Government was none
too happy ia this regard, des-
pite its two-thirds majority
when Financz Mioister, N.M.
Perera, triced to tackle theissue
in a different way. lo his bud-
get of 1971-72, the Frotshkyite
Financs Minister proposed an
increase in the rai oned pricis
of brsad and flour and a cut
im the supply of sugar oa ra-
tion piics. Tnese progosas al-
most instanfaneously provoked
a revolt from the bec< benche-
rs, maority of whom denan-
ded a f1oz vote on the ijssue as
they would not be able to face
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their electorate if such an in-
crease in the prices of flour
and bread was not withdrawn,

Underly'ng the revoll of the
back-benchers lay an uadercur-
rent, almost indentical to the
views of the insurgents. It was
alleged that while the ruling
elites restrajned the consump-

tion of the poorer sections, it -

was nrot carnest abeut other
socialist measures like ceiling
on ownership, ‘6f-land and bo-
uses, higker taxes on upper
income groaps and nationali-
sation of key secto:s of the
economy. It was also alleged
that the propossls thas hsd
been made had !ef ¢ enough lo-
opholes to salvsge the interests
of the group to which most of
the ruling elite telonged.

1t is noteworthy that while
the consumption rattern of
Sri Lanka’s clitc has,been of a
much lower order than in India
where the consumption gap
between the masses and the
Left establishmcat has been
much wider. Im other woids
thanks to the high political
literaey of Sri Lanka’s people,
conseéquent upon tke experience
in the bal'ot box politics o.ez
40 years and in 11 elections at
fairly regular intervals, it is
not o much the gap between
extieme poverty and extreme
wealth butin tke perception of
the rural elites as their being
the exploited sector of society,
their faith ‘in the imgortance
of policy, inthe restructuring
of economy, their disappoint-
ment vis-a-vis the capability of
the ‘consensus’ politics in de-
livering the goods and finally
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their revolt against the parlia-
mentary domocratic frame-
work and the esfablisked Left
that dominates it,

This situation has had its
inevitable repercussions on in-
dividual partics of the coali-
tion. lts impact, however, has
been more marked om the
LSSP and the CP (Moscow-
oriented) which are traditio-
nally particularly susceptible
to ideological questions. The
CP, for instance, is faced with
a cruel dilemma from which it
has yetto find its way out.
Its Sinhalese daily Aitha
(Truth) hais keen openly cam-
paigning against some of the
decisions of the Government
which has resulted in the Prime
Minister’s firmly asking the
CP members of the Gorern-
ment to make up their mind
on whether they want to stay
in the Gorernment or not and
so far the CP has hedged the
issue.

Tke crisis of consensus in the
politics of 8ri Lanka thus bri-
ngs to the fore the pertinent
issue of its ‘extent’ to keep the
system operative and tke sus-
teaance of its credibility. It also

- brings into relief excessive

loads on participatory dewo-
cracy, particularly whken the
level of development is inade-
quite to meet the heightened
po'itical expectations that are
icevitably aroused in a com-

-petitive po'itical process.
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Ugﬁﬂda

LETTER FROM
AUSTRALIA

On Uganda’s
“Black Racism”

Canberra,

THB DECISION by Presi_
dent Amin, the military dicta-
tor of Uganda, a former part
of British East Africa, to ex-
pel in three menths time some
80,000 Ugandan Asians who
are British citizens has been
used by White racists in Aus-
tralia to excuse their own pre-
judice by pointing the finger at
¢Black racism® in Africa.

“The idea (of some eof the
Asians coming here) of course
is preposterous™”, writes the
Sydney Sun editor (August 8).
*¢Just as is the notion that ra-
cism is asin of whites."— only
that white imperialism bas used
racism everywhere for its own
ends,

It should be noted that the

most extreme opponests of

Asians in Africa, the ones lwho
are ‘‘Blaek racists’ or who,
like Bokassa in the Central Af-
rican Republic display the 'most
barbaric methods of dealing
w.ith ordinary criminals, are
extreme Rightwing in their po-
licies amd never allow their
“Black racism’' to turn against
the real rulers of their coun-
tries — the white imperialist
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compapies and plantation ow-
ners. They are left untouched
and are inde:d enceuraged.

Even the extreme Rightwing
commentator, Emery Barcs in
the Sydney Daily Telegraph
writes that Amin's move was
his «“latest stunt for popular-
ity."

R:actionary politic'tians in
East Africa, incluiing Jomo
Kenyatta in Kenya, have, for
many years attempted to turn
African frustration and anger
against the Asian shopke:pers
rather than the real enemy: im-
perialist copmanies and whits
landowners,

Asian merchants, many of
whom are very wealthy, do ex-
ploit the African masses. In-
deed, this exploitation, because
it is direct.—it occurs over the
shop counter through short
weights, high prices and steep
interest charges on small loans
is often more obvious than that
of big companies and land-
owners.

IN THAT SENSE the In-
dian, in East Africa or the Le-
banese in West Africa (and
the Ibos in Nigeria) are the
Jews of Africa: they are the me-
rchant class who do exploit the
masses but are definitely seco-d
fiddle to rhe real rulers.

And, like the Jews in Europe,
only a small minority of them
are major exploiters, while in
Africa, the big majority of Asi-
ans are workers.

Amin’s anti-Asian campaign
has many things in common in

its demagogy and brutality with
Hitler's nazism. He neads
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some force of demagogy, for
since hs over-threw the popu-
lar regime of Milton Obsete in
February Jast year be has cut
the education budget by 50 per
cent and the health budgst by
70 per cent. He has, on the
other hand, increased millitary
expenditure by three tim:s in
the last yea;s.

Amin has viciously suppra-
s-ed all oppositi: n in Ugunda,
and particularly the Leftwing
in Obote’'s party and youth le-
agues. His regim: is very un-
popular and sheky-asd soc hs
tries 10 turn the discoatent
agringt the Asian minority,

Any sooialist regime in Ug-
anda would cerisinly natiena-
alise the property of wealihy
Asian business nen, along with
imperiaiist con: erns and Whit:
plantations asd the Black ca-
pitalists. But it would rnoi
take discriminitory actian ag-
ainst Indian workers who hava
eve y right to remain and work
in Uganda.

A pas‘ing nete on President
B kassa of the Central ~frican
Republic, who last week per-
senally supervised the brutal
beasing by seldiers of 45 con-
victed thievey in the crurtyard
of the prisen of the capital,
Bangui.

Bokassa is a well-known Fr-
ench pupp:t. He seized pow-
er some timz ago when ke was
army ch ef for another puppet.

The Central African Repub-
lic is part of the Fremch Com-
munity and was given “inde-
pendence” as a safeguard aga-
inst any real indspendence mo-
vement.

The point is clear: it is not
the geauine r:prssentatives of
Afiican naticnalism and reve-
lution whe engage in the rac-
ism or barbarity seen in Ugan-
da and the Central Afrisan R:-
public. :

Rather it is the reactionary
regzimes which have taken pow-
er with aid from imperialist
powers precise'y to prot ¢t im-
perialism in their couniriee ag-
ainst the African revalution.

THE SHOUT!NG and scr-
eaming from our lecal press
barons on Uganda attempted
to hide their support for Rho-
d sian participation in the Oly-
mpic Games. Only the threat
of atetal African boycott and
toycotts from sonie West In-
dian nations zrd Black Ame-
r.can athletesforced the Olym-
pic committee to narrowly vote -
to exc uds Rhodesia.

It should be noted that Uga-
nda was until recantly for “di-
alogve" with South Africa ard
Rhede:ia.  Only imass out-
rarein Uganda at Amin’s po-
licy forced a change.

Moreover it was ¢ nly the ja-
dical nationalist African States
such gs Tanzanis and Zambia
whe at first suid they would
boycott the Games if RLodesia
took pari. Other conservative
and pro-imperialist African
regimes only suppeorted Lhe
boycott at the last minute wh-
en Africas popular opinion be-
eame (oo strong to resist,

Finally, Awustralia's racist
politicians on both sides of ths
Heuse, including Arthur Cal-
well, are viru'untly opposing
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any'Asians from Uganda be-
irg allowed to settls here.

Asians from Uganda should
be welcomed here, to both
he!p solve a humanitarian pro-
blem and also to break down
the White Australia policy.

Enough of the hypocritsy of
our own demagogic and hypo-
critical daily press leader-wri-
ters. E

At the - Moment
from P. 6

which had taken place du-
ring the last few weeks , it
was therefore no surpise that
on September 30 a joint com-
munique should be issued, with
Japan according full diploma-
tic recognition to China' and
also acknowledging that Tai-
wan was part of the Republic
of China,

For the record, the full text
of the communique is reprodu-
ced below:

,»,Premi¢r €hon En lai and
Foreign Minister Chi Pengfei
had an earnest and frank ex-
change of views with Prime
Minister Kakuei Tanaka and
Foreign Minister Masayoshi
Ohira, all along in a friendly
atmosphere on various mat-
ters between the twa ‘countries
and other matters .of interest
to both sides, with the norma-
lisation of relations between
China and Japan as the focal
point’ and the two sides agreed
to issue the following joint st-
atement of the two Govern-
ments.

*China and Japan are neigh-
bouring countries separated
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by a strip of water, and there
was a long history of traditio-
nal friendship between them.
The two peoples ardently wish
to end the abnormal state of
affairs that has hitherto existed
between the two countries.

«The Japanese side is keenly
aware of Japan's responsibility
for causing- enormous damage
in the past to the Chinese peo-

ple through war, and deeply
reproaches itself. The Japa-

nese side reaffirms jits position
that in seeking to realise the
normalisation of relations bet-
ween Japan and China, it pro-
ceeds from the stand of fully
understanding the three princi-
ples for the restoration of dip-
lomatic relations put forward
by the Covernment of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China. The
Chinese side expressed its wel-
come for this.

(1) The abnormal state of
aFairs which has hitherto exis-
ted between the Peoples Re-
public of €hina and Japan is
declared terminated on the date
of publication of this state-
ment

“(2) 'The Government of
Japan recognises the Govern-
ment of the People’s Republic
of ¢ hina as the sole legal Go-
vernment of China.

«(3y The QGovernment of
the People's “epublic of Chi-
na reaffirms that Taiwan is an
inalienable part of the terri-
tory of the Feople’s Republic
of China. The Government of
Japan fully understands and
respects this stand of the Gov-
ernment of China and adheres
to its stand for complying with

At the Moment

Article 3 of the Potsdam pro-
clamation,

(4) The Covernment of the
People’s Republic of China
and the Government of Japan
have decided upon the establi-
shment of diplomatic relations
as from Sepc. 29, 1972. The
two Governments have deci-
ded to adopt all necessary mea-
sures for the establishment
and the performance of func-
tions of embassies in each
other’s capitals in accordance
with international law and
practice and exchange ambas-
sadors as speedily as possible,

(5) The Government of the
Feoples, Republic of . hina dec-
lares that in the interest of the
friendship between the peoples
of China and Japan, it rcho
unces its demand for war in-
demnities from Japan.

(6 The Covernment of the
People’s Republicof : hina
and the Government of Japan
agree to es.ablish durable rela-
tions of peace and friendship
between the two countries on
the basis of the principles of
mutual respect for [sovereignty
and territorial integrity, mutual
non aggression, non interfer-
ence in each other's internal
affairs, equality and mutual
benefit and peaceful coexis-
tence.

«“In keeping with the fore-
going principles and 'the prin-
ciples of the United Nations
charter, the- Government of
the two countries affirm that
in their mutual relations all
disputes shall be settied
by peaceful means withcut
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Chromcle -

resoriing to the use or threat
of force,

(7y The normalisation of
relations between China and
Japan is not directed against
third countries. Neither of ihe
two countries should seck he-
gemony in the Asia-Paciic
region and each country is op-
posed to e orts by any other
country or group of countries
to establish such hegemony.

(8) To consolidate and deve-

lop the peaceful and friendly
relations between the two co-

untries, the Goverrment of
the People’s Republic of China
and the . overnment cf Japan
agree to liold negotiatiors ai-
med at the conclusien of a
treaty of peace and (riendship.

(9) In order to further deve-
lop the relations between the
two countries and broaden the
exchange of visits, the Govern-
ment of the eople’s Republic
of ¢ hina and the Government
of Japan agreeto hold negotia-
tions aimed at the conclusion
of agreements on trade, navi

gation aviation, fishery ctc..
in accordance with the needs
and taking into consideration
the existing non-Govérnmen-
tal agreements."’

Thus after nearly seven de-
cades of enmity, war land se-
paration China and Japan
have established friendly rela-
tions with a compromise ag-
reementwhich appears ‘to em-
body ‘both the substarice and
the spirit of give-and take™.

=

CHRONIELE

September 26 - October 4

Tuesday, September 26.

The 13th death anmiversary of S. W. R. D.
Bandaranaike was commemorat:d with the Bank
Sirike en:ering the 26th day without any pros-
pect of a settlemert. Tke Family Flannir g As-
soc’ation hopes to catchup lost ground by bring-
ing at least 150,000 couples a year into the sch-
eme. A personal envoy of Premier Mujithu-
Rahman arr.ved in Colombo yes erday to can-
vass the Sri La ka government to ext.nd its
support in 'he ma'ter of Bungladesh's appl ca-
t'on for admission to the UN  Japane:ie Prime
Minister Tanaka has tegun his talls with Prire
Minister Cheu En-lai in Peking yested ay, a d
both expressed the hops thay relations would be
“normalised’’ at a banquet held last evening,

Wednesday, September 27:

The 27th day of the bamk strike, The Tamil
United Frost has announced that on October 2
‘there would be only a hartal, but that the civil
disobedience movement which kad been schedul-
ed to start on that date bas been put off te a
date after the four by-elections and the conclu-
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sion of the bank strike. Britain’s chief Com-

mon Market negotiator, Mr. Ceofrey Rippon,
arrived in the Island yesterday to hold discus~
sions with the Prime Minister and other Ministers
regarding the impact on Sri Lanka of UK's en-
try into the ECM from January 1973, The three
day meeting of the Board of Directors of the
Pacific Area Travel Association (PATA) began -
this mo-ning at the Bentota Beach Hotel. Press
reports indicated that the Prime Minister, Mr1s.
Srimavo Bandaranaike, had said that Sri Lanka
would give full baciing to Bangladesk in hee
attempt to obtain UN membership. Norsay
decided in a national referen lum not to jols
tlte ECM—this care a3 a major shock te
many European countries. UK's Priwe Minis-
ter yeste.day warned the world's ai line chiefs
that they must brirg down their fares or lose
their customers to the cheaper-fijht chartir
compa..es. Presid.nt Msrcos defended his ac-
tion in imposing Martal Law over the whole of
the Philippines.

Thurscay, September 28:

As the bank strike entered the 28th day, Go-
vernment seurces indicated that retorwitmen
will begin this week to replace permasent bauk
employees on strike and that recruitment to
fill posts vacated by probationers would take
place simultareously. The Gevernment has de-
cided to allow a limited number of pilgrims to
visit Mecca for the Haj festival despite ths
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acute foreign exchange situation. TUF circles
announced that the FP leader, Mr. S.J. V.
Chelvanayakam, had desided to resign his seat
in the National State Assembly. The Govern-
ment has granted pzrmission to South Korea to
open a trade mission In Colombo: fer the mo-
ment .Sri Lanka was not likely to open a reci-
procal office in Seoul. The Sun reported that
Srl Lanka had ledicated te China that her rice
imports would be reduced during the next five
years. Security measuses in the North had been
tightenea wi«% additional polies and army units
in view of the impending hartal by the TUF
Mr. Geoffrey Rippon, Britain’s chief BCM
negotiator, has assured Sri Lanka that Britain
will do everythnig possible to maintain the
benefits this ceuntry currently enjoyed in her
trade relations with Britain. Ths President of
India’s rulling ‘Congress Party, Mr. Shankes
Dayal Skarma, has renewed his attack en the
Wnited States Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)
for its <unfriendly and subvessive acts'' against
India.

Friday September 29:

There were no signs of a settlement to the
bank strike which will be 30 days old tomorrow:
official sources stressed that a settlement of the
strike would be possible only afier the return of
the Fimance Minister, Dr. N. M, Perera, en
October 9. One-third of S1i Lanka‘s houses
are unfit for human beings to live: more tban
half the urban people live in slumswith 300,000
ir: Colombo alone: sixty-two percent of all ho-
uses are less thaa 500 sq. feet in size with the
national average being 333 sq. ft: an average of
six people live in each house: one house in eve-
ry four has pipe-borne water supply and only 8
percent are lit by elsctricity. A planned and da-
ring attack on Anuradhapusa jail at 1.30 a. m.
this morniag enabled 35 Inmates to escape, 33
of whom were insurgents held in detention. Ch-
airman Mao Tse-tung received visiting Jap Pre-
mier Tanaka® yesterday. BEgypt's relations with
Sudan deteriortated further owing to differences
about developments in Uganda.

Saturday, September 30:

As ths bank strike touched the 30-day mark
there were hints that the strike situation might
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snowball with other unions joining in. One per-
son in fiscal custody, an accused in the David
Rupasinghe murder case, was blown to bits wh-
en a handbomb hurled by an assaliant burst in
the close proximity of the Law Courts at Hults-
dorp a little past noon yesterday. There a was
massive countrywide manhunt te track down the
35 inmates of the Anuradhapura jail whohad sta-
ged a spectacular getaway early yesterday mor-
ning. €hina and Japan establisked diplomatic
relations yesterday and buried an enmity which
had begun at the beginning of this century. The
US Sznate yesterday pass:d a resolution suppor-
ting suspension o f Ametriean aid and imposition
economic sanctions against any nation providing
sanctuary for persons committing international
terrorism.

Sunday October |:

The 31st day of the bank strike; the Ceylon.
Bank Officers Association has stated that it has
evolved a formula for the settlement of the st-
tike. The Muslims of Sri Lanka accorded the
Prime Minister an enthusiastic reception in Co-
lomboe yesterday to felicitate her for having
made the island a Republic with a new Censti-
tution. A visiting PATA director has stated that
it will take years for tourism in this country to
reach interpational standards. A number of
guests at a lunch givea by Tourism Minister
Kalugalls to the PATA at the Bentota Beach
Hotel took ill immediately after the meal. Mu-
tiny and sabotage was repomted om board the
Fisheries Corporation trawler Mirissa on. its
latest voyage to the Maldivian fishing grounds
to brings skipajack and tuca to fulfil a massive
U8 order. The Sine-Jap entente cordiale has
been hailed as a major victory for Premier Chou
En-lai—especially in persvading Japan to reco-
gnise that Taiwar was part of the People’s Re-
public of China.

Monday, October 2:

The 32ud day of the bank strike, and a press
rcport said thas  official sources had indieated
that ““government has withdrawn the concessions
granted to bank men including the offer of two
increments made at negotiating stages besause
tke Ceylon Bank Employees Union resorted to
strike action after the talks broke down”. This
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Chronicle

was the answer given to other Unions and per-
sons who had tried to negotiate a settlement.
According to the Daily News, twenty odd *‘soft
liners” belonging to the Keuneman group in the
CP were relieved of their fulltime duties by the
new hardline CC of the CP. According to TUF
circles, the one-day hartal was a complete suc-
cess in the Jaffna penisula, (reports from other
areas were not yet available): no incidents were
rsported and everything had passed off peace-
fully. A gang—believed to be section of the
36 prisonars who had escaped in the daring at-
tack on the Anuradhspura prison -kad escaped
again from an armed conmfrontation with the
Police at an abandoned house at Vijithapura
rear Anuradhapura. There was a breach of the
ceasefire in Kashmir near Rajousi, but peace
was established after a few hours. The Indian
Prime Minister in a speech today at Ranchi sta-
ted that she had information that USA’s CI A was
active in India, and she wanted Congress mem-
bers espeeially in the eastern parts of India to
be vigilant and counteract the GIA’s activities.

Tuesday Octcber 3:
As the bank strike entered the 33rd day, the

-+ SLEP-controlled Sri Lanka Independent Trade

Union Federation vesterday demounced the bank
strike and appealed to the strikres to return to
© work: “Get back to work and the Governrent
will then consider your demands," was the Uni-
on’s dictum, Three suspected insurgents and
two others who had allegedly helped in Friday's
daring jail break from the Arurachapura prison
were arrested yesterday on the outskirts of Ano.
radhapura town by a combined police and army
unit, Press reperts indicated the TUF hartal
was a complete success in the Tamil areas and
thers were no untoward incidents at any place.
Minister T. B, Ilangaratae in a statement ana-
lysing the cconemic sitwation stated that the
immediate objective of the Governmeat should
be to attaia scif-sufficiency in food requirements
and to savs at least one-third of the Rs, 1069
miilion naw spent on the impors of food and
drinks. Mr. S.J.V Chelvanayakam, the FP lea-
der, tendered his resignation in the Assembly
today. A number ef prominent Ugandans said
to be sympathisers of Dr. Obote are reported to
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have ‘“disappeared”. No comment has yet been
forthcoming from Russia or India about the
new Sina-Japanese accord. Malaysian Premier
Tun Abdul Razak was om a visit in Moscow
andin a speech at a Kremlin banquet yesterday
invited the 8oviet Unioa te pasticipate in his
country's second five year plan. =

Wednesday, October 4:

The 34th day of the bank strike. In tender-
ing his resignation from ths Kankasantugai seat
in the National State Assembly, Mr. Chelvans-
nayakam, whe now leads the TUF ks asked
for & six-point revision of the constitution and
added: “Itis claimed by the government that
a sizeable section of , the Tamil people accept
the new Constitutioes We deny this and want
to give an oppertunity to the Government te
prove their clalm.”” According to the Times a
number of politburo members of the CP have
had their party status downgraded —as eandidate
memteis pending inves'igations as to who was
responsible for publishirg the s'nhalese paper
Satan Maga without obtaining permissien from
the ru'ing body (the Satan Maga was a Ceylon .
Federation of Trade Usiens Publication): those
downgraded are Keuneman “softliners”’ and ne-
arly all of them who were fulltimers have been
taken off the payroll. Histeric agreements bet-
ween the USA and the USSR to limit offensive
and defensive nuclear weapons came iato force
yesterday, and thus opened the way for a new rou-
nd of negotiatinos te gplace eurbs on the arms
race. According to a Washington report Ame-
rica’s fameus consumer watckdog, Mr. Ralph
Nader, eharged today that President Nixon’s ad-
ministration was ths most corrupt in American
history. Demmark voted to enter the ECM in
a nationa! referendum. The Danish Prime Mi-
nister Jens Otto Krag temdered his resignation.
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THE WORLD
WILD LIFE FUND

Why Save
Wild Animals

pEOPLE ask us {frequent-
ly why we. sbhould conserve,
and protect wild ‘animals. 1 his
question is being" increasingly
asked in Ceylon today with
the growihg pressure on land
to meet the needs of a vast po-
pulation explosion. There are
of course many answers which
can be given. One of the finest
answers we ‘have ever read to
this oft asked question was
published recently in a booklet
issued by the World Wild Life
Fund. It is given below.

Wild animals have evolved,
like Man, over millennia. To-
gether they form part of the
complex web of life'on  arth.
When-a species is wiped out it
can never be recreated: And if
the world becomes an unsuit-
able place for wild animals, it
might be Man himself who
follows them into extinction.

A flourishing wild animal
population is a sure -sign that
the environment is healthy en-
ough for Man himself. Man
depends on air, water and soil
as much as other creatures.
Man cannof safely slake his
thirst from a river or lake in
which fish are unable to sur-
vive. Crops and domestic ani-
mals cannot be raised where
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NOT MERELY A TEENAGE PROBLEM

Is Pop Music a Capitalist Plot?

IT HAS BEBEN a long-held
fallacy amongst a large sector
of the left that pop musicis a
capitalist product whichis used
to numb the braias of teenagers,
breeding a docile generation
whose attention in safely di-
verted from the evils inherent
in the system under which they
live. According to this wide-
spread erroneous belief, pop

soil has been poisoned andits st-
ructure itself has been destroved.

Man can rely on wildlife as
the miner traditionally relied
on his canary—show that the
surroundings are safe for him.
Many wild animals have pro-
vided food and other supplies
for indigenous peoples. If they
arec wiped out these peoples
have to be fed and profitably
cropped for the benetit of
Man. The predators have a
key roie in controlling and
keeping wild stock healthy.

Wildlife is an important so-
urce of tourist revenue—it is
Kenya's biggest source of fo-
reign exchange. The preserva-
tion of the wild animals’ natu-
ral habitat ensures that the
world retains its natural vege-
tation, which is one of the es-
sentials for the production of
the oxygen we breathe, ‘and the
regulation of the cycle of wa-
ter in the biosphere.

by J. B, GOODE

music trends are contrived by
big companies and then foisted
upon the youth of the <free
world”- who are brainwashed
into accepting them,

Ask any upholder of this
theory to give some evidence to
support his viewpoint and he
will triumphantly bring forth
Fabian, the Monkees or any of
a number of such over-promo-
ted, undertalented c<stars™. It
would not occur to our self-
righteous denigrator of the’
music of youth that none of the
computerised puppets, whom
he considers to be the rule ra-
ther than the exception, have
been even remotely connected
with the development of new
pop ideas.

In fact, significant trends in
pop music start from under-
neath and have to force their
way to the surface, constantly
struggling against obstacles
placed in their way by the es-
tablishment with its vested in-
terests in preserving the status
quo.

Today's pop music goes back
to the birth of rock n’roll. The
words “‘rock’ and ‘‘roll” are
both old American Negro terms
of sexual reference. When
Bessie Smith, the great blues
singer of the ¢20s and "3Cs sang
““My daddy rocks me with a
steady roll” she was well un-
derstood by her predominantly
lower class Negro fans.
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Pup Misic.

Disc jockey Alan Freed is
generally given credit for com-
bining the two words as a name
under which a form of ¢rhy-
thm’n’blues” or *‘race’’ music
could be presented to a young
racially mixed audience in Cle-
veland, Ohio in 1951.

A few vears later some white
guys started catching on, brin-
ging with them their own mu-
sical backgrounds (mainly co-
untry and western). Bill Haley
was one of the first, but he
was a tame prototype of what
was to follow. Wild men, Ne-
gro and white. Little Richard's
freak voice roared and who-
opped anarchic messages in a
bluesy gospel-based style as he
ripped off his clothes and sc-
reamed for the audience to
shut up cause he'd rather do
it all himself. Jerry Lee Lewis,
who made famous Little Rich-
ard's trick of bashing the pia-

"~ no keys with his foot, would

give a violent mule kick sen-
ding his stool across the stage,
hammer his piano almost to
death, phallicise the micropho-
ne by putting it down his tro-
users, and make pelvic thrusts
simulating copulation with
mid air.

THIS VIOLENT SPONTA-
NEOUS MUSIC virtually thr-
eatened to rape its audience. It
paid no respect to the establi-
shment and the puritan ethic.
Nice young white boys became
sex-crazed maniacs singing fil-
thy Negro music which attack-
ed the moral fibre of Ameri-
can youthand appealed to their
spirit of rebellion. Good heal-
thy stuff eh? Also, the new
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music provided an alternative
to the steady flow of sentimen-
1al cliches spewed out by Tin
Pan Alley for public consump-
tion,

What was the conservative
establishment’s reaction? At
first the big music companies
would have nothing to do with
it. After all, their interests
were best served by retaining
the musical status quo,

As the small companies be-
gan to make some headway
with rock’n'roll, the big ones
bad to react to protect them-
selves. First of all ‘they got
their established conservative
stars such as Pat Econe to do
insipid cover version of auth-
entic rock n'roll records. Even-
tually, however, the popularity
of the genuine reckers forced
the big companies to reluctan-
tly, sign them on.

The situation was still not
satisfactorily under control, so
a new way was devised of kill
the “passing phase’ of rock,
and get back to good old sop-
py mush, New young singers
billed as teen stars recorded
limper and limper imitations
of rock. They were pushed by
the disreputable practice 'of
payola (slipping the disc jock-
ey and others enough money
to plug the right records.)

By 1960, with most of the
originals dead, in jail or reti-
red from rock, they managed
to completely swamp the mar-
ket. The towns in the USA,

Britain and Australia which

had initially banned rock’n’
roll were now willing to accept
pop's new watered down res-
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pectable *‘wholcsome”” image.
Later the same basic pattern
was to be repeated with the
Mersey sound, British rhythm'n
blues, the soul sound and the
underground scene.

George Melly described the
process in ‘“Revolt Into Style"

““Bach successive pop music
explosion has come roaring out
of the clubs in which it was
born like an angry young bull.
Watching from wue .uther side
of the gate, the curréx_lt establi-
shment has proclaimed it dan-
gerous, subversive, a menace
to youth, and demancded some-
thing be done about it. Some-
thing is. Commerciai exploita-
tion advances towards it holding
out a bucketful of recording
contracts, television appearan-
ces and world-wide fame. Then,
once the muzzle is safely buri-
ed in the golden mash the cun- -
ning butcher nips deftly along
the flank and castrates the ani-
mal. After this painless ope-
ration, the establishment reali-
ses it is safe to advance into
the field and gingerly . pats the
now docile creature which can
then be safely relied upon to
grow fatter and stupider until
the moment when fashion
decides it is ready for the sla-
ughterhouse.”

Jeff Muttal in “Bomb Cul-
ture' makes a more positive,
if less colorful, statement: ...
each time a group of young
people created their own cul-
ture the squares bought it up,
streamlined it and sold it back

‘on a large scale, invalidating it

and making necessary for you-
ng people to sidestep again.'
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"RIGHT FROM THE STA-
RT, the driving forces in rock,
as in any art form, have been
in conflict with the establish-
ment. The creative element
seems to be most abundant in
those not content to drift with
thé tide of conformity.

Up until the mid ¢5Cs, pop
was not, on the whole, very
sclf-conscious about its politi-
cal and social meafiing, Bob
Dylan, who caae to rock from
the “fo]-k"'stéﬁri (using the
old rhythm'n’blues— country
and western mixture in a new
way) was one of the first to
be heard cursing the <‘masters

" of war'’ and telling the strai-
ght world ¢something is hap-
pening but you don't know
what it is, do you Mr. Jones."

Many others chimed in with
conviction. John Lennon han-
ded back his MBE and used a
large part of his wealth for
the peace movement, thus bi-
ting the .capitalist hand that
fed him. The Rolling Stones
recorded <Street Fighting
Man”. Grace Slick of Jeffer-
son Airplane was reported to
have been caught in the White
House heading for the punch

i bowl with a quantity of LSD.
What a gesture! If only she’d
succeeded !.

T he authorities atl over the
western world sensed youth
being led away from their con-
trol, so they launched a power
struggle against the new lea-
ders of young thought. This
took the form of systematic
harassment of pop figures,
usually ostensibly for drug
offences.
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FROM THE
EDITOR'S DESK

Trincomalee

ON THE COVER this

time we have once again spot-
lighted Trincomalee, We had a
Trinco cover a few weeks ago
and we have reverted to the
same subject again. We have
not chosen any picture of a to-
pical and current evemt, but
have selected a photograph of
the view from a corner of Ko-
neswaram Temple on Swamy
Rock in the Fort Fredzrick
area. The old and <ubmerged
Temple is said to te under the

Their tactics backfired. The
jailing of Mick lagger on drug
charges probably did more to
alienate young people from the
sick capitalist system than all
the persecution of avowed
communists put together.

Pop music continues to gr-
ow and diversify. Album sales
soar as the popularity of sin-
gles declines. Of course there
are a lot of phoneys about,
but if you care to delve past
the banalities of top-40 singles
and sift out the rubbish, you
will find a vigorous art from
which looks beyond the values
of the sordid war-mongering
society from which it sprang.

Fop ain't a capitalist plot.
Really,

Ramblin;, Notes

sea In this part. Skin and deep
sea divers like Mike Wilson
have reported that the ruins of
the old temple, including a re-
markable lingam (maybe, per-
haps, the 1008-faced one lege-
ndarily worshipped by Ravana)
stone pillars, carvings and the
like, lie en the sea bed not far
from Swamy Rock. Legend has
it that the Siva temple of Ra-
vana went down under the sea
owing to natural causes (pro-
bably at the time of what geo-
logists describe as the *third
marin¢ demudatien”’). It is not
necessary to trace the history ef
the temple after that—suffice
to mention that the third tem-
ple built by Chola Kulatunga
was destroyed by the Poitugu-
ese. Incidentally, prophesies ma-
de about this Temple and Trin-
comales itse'f at the time te
Chola had rebuilt the temple
are said to cover eveats to this
day and the immediate future,

We do not want to draw the
ireand attention of the remark-
able Rationalist erusader in our
midst, Abrabam Koveor, by
referring to these prophesies.
There is no doubt that Trinco-
malee has a future, but both
according to the prophesies of
theancient chroniclers as wellas
the more mundane observations
of students of contemporary
affairs the future of Tr'ncoma-
lee will not te what was envi-
saged by D, S. Senanayake. or
Dudley Senanayake or C. P. de
Silva and now hoped for by
Minister Kalugalle and others
who think Trincomalee will
shortlya become a world lam-
ous tourist complex.
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‘Trincomalee has been con-
quered ard re-conquered. It
has been an important centre
from the dawn of history. It
is not merely because it has
one of the finest natural har-
bours in the world. lis imme.
diate hinterland. is watered by
the Mahaveli Ganga and it en-
ters the sea just seuth ef Trin-
comalee in a vast sweep of a
delta that reaches to very near-
ly the Batticaloa area. At the
time the Portuguese had come,
this feitile and remarkable area
was ruled by Tamil vanniyars
and Kandyan dissawes. They
livedin a state of tolerant co-
existence, intermarrying on the
basis of their feudal ties, fight-
ing their dynastic wars, wor-
shipping ai the same temples
and generally getting along in
peace and amity. Towards the
end of the British era, there
were no vanniy@rs and dissa-
.wes (only a few existed in na-
~ me), and the areca was over-ru.
by colonists of low - country
. Binhala vintage. The Karawes
" from the deep South were com-
peting fiercsly with traders
from Jaffna after ousting the
Indian traders with the clever
and devious use of the co-opera-
tive movement.

THE LAND was parcelled
out under the colonisation
schemes to odd and sundry folk
on whom the State expended
vast sums in order te create
Sinhala majority electorates.
Salagama toughs gained con-
trol of land which were once
farmed by Kandyan radalas
and pa:tis. The Kaadyans were
silenced by slogans that the
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Sinhalas were fighting the Da-

milas who were out to destroy
the Buddhist religion and the
Sinhalese langnage. And this
merry-mixup of nonm-agricul-
turally inclined eolonfsts from
the low country sputniked into
Trinco and its hinterland thro-
ugh the Land Development Or-
dinance has not brought pros-
perity to this area on which
many hundreds of million ru-
pees have been spent by the Go-
vernment. The Sugar planta-
tions at Kantalai and the Su-
gar Prefinsry tkere and a whole
lot of other projects will kear
testimony to the failure of th:s
new ‘“invasion’’ of this area
watered by tie Mahaveli under

agencie> of the Land Develop-
ment Qrdinance. The amount

of money invested by the Go-
vernment im the Trincomalee

area (amnd even other Eastern
Province districts)—mainly to
create pocket boroughs for the
ruling elite under a parliamen-
tary aystem of adult franchise

—hax not been worthwhile. A
number of such electorates hava

undoubtedly come into being,
but the economic development
acheieved and the employment
therefrom hLave not selved the

burning problems of the coun-
try—in fact they have become

more aeute and accentuated.

Furthermore, the influx of
low country Sinhalas into the
area has already embittered the

Tamils and is driving them in-
to open revolt. The Kandyansin

the area-constitutiong the most
impoverished sections in the
country—have already indica-
ted what they feel ahout their
plight in April 1971, and the
currently disturbed law and

order situation in the stretch
of .country between, watered by
the Kala Oya and the Mahaveli

is a further indication of the
situation.

Those living in air - condi-
tioned ivory towers in Colombo
do not seern to know just what
is happening in the Trince-
malee area and its hinterland.
Reports from bureaucrats who
think that theis main .function
is to safcguard the already was-
ted investment: under-the land
colonisation schemes ( amd to
sustain the new clectorates
created by the Government®) .
are incapable of penetrating
below the surface. Very soon
the people in the area will have
no use for parliamentary elec-

tions because they have so far
got nothing from them and

every year their economic and
social plight gets werse and
WOrie.

Moreover, until and unless

the Government is able to sol-
ve the manpower problem of

the area by establishing peace

beiween the Tamils aad the
Sinhalese in the area, and pro-

gress and economic develop-

ment will mo{ make much
headway. But even more impor-

tant is to easure the presently
unsaid and submerged grievan-
ces of the Kandyans in the
area are brought to the sur-
face and dealt with on ithe ba-
sis of justice and equity. Ter-
rorism and inswegency in the
Mahaveli - Kala Oya basins
and their hinterland cannot be
resolved until the -ruling elite
realise that the suppressed sen-

timents of the descendants of
the Kandyan radalcs, pat-

tis and otker caste groups in
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this -rcglon properly, appropi-
rately and adequately dealt with

Jingoists (in the "SLFP, the
UNP, the L8SSP and ths CP)
who feel that have already cre-
ated a homogenous Sinhala na-
tion” on the basic chauvinist
(euphemistically now called na-
t'onalist) Buddhism and Sinhas
la only slogans are livingin a
fool's paradise. Even April
1971 does cor seem to have
woken them fto.the realities of
‘the sitwation. Evén Minister
Kobbekaduwa dees not seem
to have sensed the stirrings am-
eng the. Kandyans from Wil-
pattu to Horewapatana, from
Madukande — Medawachchiya
area to the Kurunegala-Dam-
bulla-Amparai lirie. He seems
to think that onmee the Lill co-
untry is cleared of the Indian
plactation workers, the prob-
lems of the Kanyans will be
solved. It will not be long bs-
fore he discovers how far he is
fro n th: rezlities of the situ-
ation. It must be remember-
ed that the bulk of the Kandy-
ans lived and live in the dry-
zone Vanni, and that the Land
Keform Law and the Agricul-
tural Productivity Act will ha-
ve little or no impact on the
Vanni.

TRINCOMALEE iis-symbo-
lic of the Vanni and the dry-
zone. ltisa place wherc the
Kandyan, the Tamil, the low-
country Sinhala ard the Mus-
lim must be allowed (and en-
couraged) to live in peace and
amity so that thsy can work
for economic development. To
think that these differences do
net exist is only to feol one-
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self: to think that the Kandy-
ans can be submerged under
the low country Karawes and
Salagamas in these areas un-
der chauvinist slogans ( of race,
religion andlanguage) is blind-
ness—the basic imperatives of
history may be zig-zagged th-
rough jingoism only for short
periods in the grand sweep of
history. Names like the Se-
nanayakes, Chelvanayakams,
Bandaramaikes, Silvas, Fernan-.
dos, Kalugalles and the like
will go into oblivion, but the
pame of Trincomalee and the
destiny of the people who have
made the area (genuinely) the-
ir home will go om for ever.

It is in this context that ene
must view the current attempts
1o “develop” Trincomalee.
The downgrading of British
power frem the first pl ce in
the world to about the tenth
made their evacuation from
Trincomalee inevitable and
Bandaranaike was the imstru-
ment of history to mark the
departure of the British, But
since the time that Trinco tea-
sed being the supreme RBritish
naval base im the past, it has

- deteriorated in importance and

affluence.Inindependent SriLa-
nka it isa “depressed” area,
The attempts to incfease com-
mereial shipping have not been
very successful. Little else has
been done—except to proclaim
from time to time that Sri La-
nka with its policy of non-ali-
gnment would mot permit any
big power to get a new foot-
hold im the harbour and make
it a military-naval-air base.

Various schemes, however,
have been suggested to ““deve-
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lop®* Trincomalee. One of th-
ose schemes was to make Trin-
co a freetrade zone like Hong-
kong. A high-powered com-
mitee sat on this job for ne-
arly five years, under the SLFP
andthe UNP,and a learned
report was produced to show
the advantages of making Trin-
co a free trade zone and coup-
ling it with a tourlst complex.
As late as Jume of this year
there were indicatioms that the
Government was likely te ma-
ke Trircomalee a free trade
zone, but just before the Prime
Minister left on her historic
visit to China there were re-

ports about a fresh re-thimking
en the matter,

The Sun of june 27 in a fr-
ontpage repert, under the hea-
ding TRINCO FREE TRADR
ZONE PROJECT TO BE
REVIEWED BEFORE INVI-
TING FOREIGN [INVES-
TORS, stated as follows: “The
Government is to reviey all
aspects of 1he Trincomalee Fr.e
Trade Zone project before im-
viting fereign investors to sub-
mit firm proposals for the es-
tablishment of export-oriented
industties here. The Prime Mi-
nister Mrs. Sirimavo Baadara-
nsike, told the “SUN" 1hat
the Government had no inten-
tion of going ahead with the
project without, in the first ins-
tance, examining all jmplica-
tions of setting up a free trade
zone in the viciniy of the natu-
ral  harbour of Triscomalee
“‘We,"”said Mrs. Bandsranaike:
‘do net want to create amother
white slephant. For this rea-
son, the entire scheme is being
studied by the Ministry of
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Planning and Employment in
conjenctioa with the other mi-
nistries conceraed."”

*« While the Government had
been actively considering esta-
blisking a free trade zone in
Trincomalee, no decision had
yet been taken opn this matter,
the Prime Minister revealed, in
reply to a question from me
at the Press briefing on Satur-
day. It had been envisaged
that a large number of expert-
industries could beset upin
Trincomalee, with foreign in-
vestment, for the purpose of
earning much-needed foreign
exchange for the country.

“A committee headed by Mr.
D. B. I. P. 8. Siriwardene,
Principal Collector of Custo-
ms, has now been appointed
with a view to finding out what
type of industries are suitable
for the proposed free trade
.area and also the infra-struct-
ure that should be provided.
The committee has been asked
to make’ its recommendations
" by the end of August, bearing
in mind the tourist complex to
be established in Trincomalee,
Other members of this commi-
ttee are Dr. Ananda Meegama,
Economic Advisor, Ministry of
Planning and Employment,
Mr. Hema de Soyza, Birector,
Economic Affairs Division of
the General Treasury, Mr.
Godwin Vitharana, General
Manager, Ceylon Petroleum
Corporation and Mr. Tissa
Devendra, Government Agent,
Trincomalee,

“Meanwhile, about 40 inter-
national organisations have
offered to prepare a feasibility
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report for the envisaged free
trade zone project. Some of
those who have made offers
have signified their willingness
to finance the cost of the re-
port under terms of aid. Amo-
ng the countries from which
offers have been received for
the prepration of a feasibility
report are the United States of
America, Britain, Japan, Fran-
ce, Australia, Canada, ‘Sweden,
India and Singapore. Further-
more, industrialists from the
Federal Republic of Germany,
the United States, Britain and
Japan have, it is stated, made
exhaustive inquiries regarding
the prospects of investing in
the proposed free trade zone
area."

THE PROCESS of re-thin-
king has continued even after
the PM returned from .China.
In a report in the Sun, August
8, 1972, under the heading
VIABILITY OF TRINCO
PROJECT UNDER STUDY:
WORLD-WIDB INTEREST
EVINECED IN OUR FREE
TRADE ZONE, the paper st-
atedas follow: WORLD-WI-
DE INTEREST HAS BEEN
GENERATED IN THE
TRINCOMALEE EXPORY
PROCESSING ZONRB PRO-
JECT ENVISAGED UNDER
GOVERNMENT'S FIVE-
YEAR MEDIUM - TERM
PLAN. As a sequel to this,
the Minister of Industries and
Scientific Affairs, Mr. T. B.
Subasinghe, has taken steps to
assess the economic viability
of this free trade zone scheme
in the light of similar projects
which have beeen isuccessfully

launched in India, Singapore,
Philippines, Mauritius, South
Korea and Taiwan. Mr. Suba-
singhe, told the “*SUN"" yester-
day that all implications of
launching into the project wo-
uld be reviewed in accordance
with a decision taken by the
Government.

““The Government, he expla-
ined, did not wish to .rush into
the projcct. It was for this rea-
son that offers nad heen invi-
ted through our foreign missi-
ons for the preparation of a
feasibility report on the export .
processing zone scheme. Repu-
ted international consultants
from the United States, United
Kingdom, Japan, India, Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, Singapore,
Denmark, France and Italy
have signified their willingness
to undertake a study to assess
the economic viability of this
project

‘A shadow board appointed
by the Minister, with the Ad-
ditional Secretary, Mr. Anura
Weeraratna, as Chairman, has
decided to evaluate the offers,
numbering about forty, which
have been received from the.

.international consultancy
firms . ... Investors from the
United States, Japan, United
Kingdom, Federal Republic of
Germany and Australia have
shown interest in establishing
export-oriented industrial ven-
tures in the natural harbour
area of Trincomalee,"’
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