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AT THE MOMENT

Sri Lanka:
Vietnam

SRI LANKA 1is awai-

ting the next Budget with a
great deal of anxious awe. The
Income Ceiling Bill has been
gazetted. The Compulsory Sa-
vings Bill has been gazetted.
Land Reform with fixed cei-
lings is now already part of the
_statutory law cf the land. The
Agricultural Productivity Act
now seeks to regulate the acti-
vities cf farmers aud agricul-
turists in the matter of produc-
tion. The Fress Council Bill
has been precented and the Go-
vernmert ceems determined to
push it through the Naticnal
State Assemktly in spite of op-
position from many quarters.
The estimates ard the appro-
priation bill h.ve been tabled,
and the bucget speech which
had been scheduled for Noyvem-
ber 2 will now be delivered on
- 'November ¢ (last year the Bud-
‘-get was presented on Novem-
ber 10 and the debate had gone
on till past midnight on the
day before Christmas eve).

The Minister of Finance is
reported to huve becn ill—alle-
gedlya victim of the new flu
vitus ¢ using bronchial and
pulmonary complications. New
strains of dange ous virus ha e
appeared on the scene in Sri
Lanka. Cynics say that these
many new types of virus are
symbolic of the many afflic-
tions which hav: been imposed
on the country and the people
in the new era of the United
Front, but such remarks mos-
tly come from people who feel
that their privileges and rights
have been clipped or eliminated
by the socialist axe of the UF.
But we are yet to find anybody
who has fulsome praise for the

UF. In spite of grandiose le-
gislation and a brand new Con-
stitution, robedy seems to have
got anything out of the UF
except their Ministers ard MT's
(and their private secretaries;
have got good cars cheap, Cor-
porations Chicfs and a whole
brood of other bureaucrats
with the power to be corrupt.
Ordinary people are daily con-
fronted with high prices and a
total lack of essential goods
They have sofarnot “revolted”
against the Government beca-
use the alternatives do not
seem desirable: the UNP or the
JVP. And so the cdirary folk
of Sri anka are travely and
ratiently putting up with the
current herrors cevised by the
UF bureaucrat, the co-op rac-
ketecr and the political contact
man who scems to be able to
get th: impossible done, to
find a loophcle through cvery
law and regulaticn, and who
knows how to fix all licences
and permits—fcr a price. The
proverbial piece of straw broke
the camel's tack and this is
something which the cocksure
cheer leaders of the UF, traps-
fixed with the messianic halo
of socialism, will do well to
ponder upon.

From the housetops and over
the Sri Lanka Broadcasting
Corporation there are daily
loud preclamations that Gov-
ernment was intent on
increasing production and
productivity, Statistics and
reports are cited in support.
The methodology is the same
the UNP had adopted in the
period 1965-70 reaching a cli-
max in the few months Lkefore
the Gereral Elections. The
SLEC is now Kkeeping up a
tempo of boastful claims abo-
ut increased production and
increased export earnings and
even if part of these are
true, Sri lanka should not
have any shortages of
essential goods or any foreign
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exchange difficulties. If
one 1s to belicve the Radie,
tourists must be litcrally swar-
ming and crawling through
every nook and corner of Sii
Lanka. ! ut tourist earnings in
foreign exchange have not yet
made any impact on our fore-
ign exchange assets. The high-
pitch, high-key -and high-pro-.
file boasting over the great vic-
tories of the UF have so far
only succeeded in increasing the
credibility gap which has firm-
ly enveloped the government.
What is not realised is that
ceilings, compulsory savings
levies and the like will initially
tend to depress production —
unless other steps are taken fo
re create production on a new
besis. The Agricultural Produc-
tivity Bill cannot do this: new-
ly fashicred super-burezucrats
even vested with special powers
will flop as much as all other
bureaucrats. The highest prio-
rities fo ac'ieve increased pro-
duction and economic regene-
ration aie the eliminciion of
corrupticn and the enforce
ment of discipline. It is unfor-
tunate but true that corruption
and indiscipline at all levels
have i-creased in the era of the
United Front, And nothing
has yet been done to stem the
tide of corruption and indis
cipline.

ON THE COVER, we have
a reminder about Vietram. At
tisne of writing, a ceasefire peace
seems imminent By all acco-
unts Warhington and Hanoi
seem to have ,come to terms,
but President Thieu teems to be
in the way of a coalition in
South Vietnam and a much
broader peace will be delayed.
The daily papers are full of
new s about Kissinger and Viet-
nam and we necd not | recount
the ups and downs in the talks
We can only hope peace will
te a reality in Vietnam how-
ever limited and restricted it is
for a start.
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What the |, M. F, thought
of the 1972 Budget

- THE NEXT BUDGET will
be presented in a few days, on
November 9 to be exact. There
has been much speculation ab-
out what it would contain. It
has been pointed out by many
sources, nearly all of them of -
ficial and semi official, that
the Government had no alter-
native but to tailor the Budget
to meet many-of the requireme-
nts of the IMF #nd the World
Bank— although no doubt there
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will be a concerted attempt to
camouflage many of the mea-
sures as being part of the ““in-
dependent’’ action of the socia-
list UF government. People in
Ceylon can easily see thro-
ugh such devious methods of
asserting one’s *‘independence
and sovereignty'" and the Go-
vernment will only increase its
credibility gap by seeking to
persuade the people of Sri La-
nka that its budgetary and fis-
cal policies are totally *inde-
pendent’” of IMF imperatives.

It would be interesting to read
what the last IMF report had
to say about the 1972 Budget
presented on Novemter 10,
1971. It set out the immedi-
ate background in this way:
¢Thus, the Five Year Plan fix-
es a target which assumes an
increase of about Rs 3 7 mil-
lion in Government savings in
1972 over 1970/71 (when tran-
slated into the budget presen-
tation used by the Central Bank,
and through this report). To
reach the Government invest-
ment level, of 1969/70, with a
bearable balance of payments,
would require, we have seen,
about & Rs. 372 million nomi-
nal public savings increase,
Adequate investment levels du-
ring the Five Year Plan period,
with constant net foreign aid,

a bearable balance of paymen-
ts, and some increase in real
wages in subsequent years wo-
uld require about Rs 600 mil-
lion increase in savings in
1972.”

The IMF quite correctly em-
phasised that in order to im-
plement the Five Year Plan, an
increase in the public savings
effort was essential—as envi-
saged in the Plan itself. The
Report drew attention to the
“magnitudes’* of the economic
requirercents esseniial for a
workable and practical budget
to get the Plan off the ground.
After stating these, the Report
went on to examine the actuali-
ties of what had happened the
previous year leading to the re-
alities of the present, ¢As
against these magnitudes, the
1971/72 budget (reduced'to a
twelve-month basis) yielded a
current surplus of Rs. 192 mil
lion, i.e., an increase of Rs.
334 million from the previous
year's level. This was about
Rs ¢0 millicn more than was
needed to reach a tenable pay-
ments position and would have
allowed some real increase in
resources to finance a real tho-
ugh modest recovery of public
investment.”

THEN THE IMF REPORT
went on to discuss the main fe-
atures of the 1972 Budget, pre-
sented on November 10, 1971,
so far as its impact on the re-
alities of Ceylon's requiremen-
ts in fiscal and monetary mat-
ters were concerned. The 1972
budget had some major depart-
ures from the 11971 Budget and
the IMF drew particular

1



Triburania

attention to these. “Neverthe-
less, the budget was in contrast
to the previous year’s performa-
nce, It constituted a significant
reversal, touched a number of
taboos, and contained declara-
tions of intent. Thus a capital
levy wzs announced and also a
ceiling on rural holdings though
the precise contents and dates
of implementation of these
measures are not yet known).
A ceiling on the ownership of
urban houses was also institu-
ted, though it is perhaps not
very drastic, as it allows, for
instance, a family with three
children to keep five houses of
unlimited size. The proposed
income ceiling of Rs. 2,000
per month will truly hurt the
urban salary earners, but it
will probably be more easily
evaded by property owners, par-
ticularly land owners. In any
- case. even that measure is not
vet implemented, and the mo-
dalities of its application are
not yet announced As for the
fee of Rs. 0.25 on out-patient
visits financially it has mainly
symbolic impact but it seems
to have helped to ease the pre-
ssure on medical facilities.
The greatest share of the addi
tional revenuue was to come
from three parallel measures,
all symbolically important and
financially effective.”

THE IMF, very approvingly,
referred to certain measures
which it considered very essen-
tial viz. the increase in the pr
ice of the second measure of
rice, the increase in the price
of sugar and flour. "The pri-
ce of the second rice ration
(which was restored by the pre-
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sent Government after the ele-
ctions;) was to rise from Rs.
0.75 to Re. 1. per measure i.e.
close to the procurement price
of rice. The price of flour
was to rise from Rs. 0.33 to
Rs. 0.48 per pound. A sugar
ration of 2 pounds per person
per month was to be instituted
(the average consumption) is
3.7 pounds per person per mo-
nth, not including annual in-
dustrial consumption of about
50,000 tons ; outside the ration
the prices of sugar was to rise
from Rs. 0.72 per pound to
Rs. 1.50 per pound.”

But, as everybody knows th-
ere was an anti-climax, Within
24 hours of making these an-
nouncements the government
went back on two of the most
important of these measures.
The IMF Report commented
on this as follows. <¢The bud-
get was tabled in Parliament
on November 10. The follow-
ing day the Government anno-
unced that the flour price rise
was withdrawn and the sugar
ration raised to 3 pounds-i.e
close to the average consump-
tion These revisions reduced
the net imract of the budget.
by abcut Rs, 243 million on
an annual basis. Instead of a
Rs. 192 million current surplus
the target as it now stands will
yield a Rs. 31 million deficit.
While better than 1970/71,
this would consitute the second
worst performance in a very
unsatisfactory history. As the
budget now stands the fiscal
position is visible only if in-
vestment remains at last year's
abysmal level. Not even a to-
ken beginning can be made to-

wards the implications of the
Five Year Plan; as the budget
now stands, Ceylon has and
can have no effective develop-
ment program  This is in fact
well recognized by the Govern-
ment andthe Finance Minister
has repeatedly declared that
the lost taxes will be fully re-
placed.”

The Report thereafter dis-
cussed the question of the new
taxes which the Finance Minis-
ter had said he would impose
in order to make up for the
fiscal measures he had been
compelled to withdraw by UF
backbencher pressures. ¢Wh-
ere can the new taxes come fr-
om, from the point of view of
administrative and'political fea-
sibility.  Where should they
come from, to improve the re-
source allocation framework?
Fortunately, the answer to both
questions is similar. Techni-
cally there are ample possibli- .
ties for further taxation. Even
disregarding the fact that, in
Ceylon taxation finances large
transfer expenditures, its wei-
ght has often been exaggera-
ted. In particular much im-
portance has been attached to
someinter-countrycomparisons
which ranked Ceylon rela-
tively high from the point of
view of the weight of taxation.
According to the World Bank's
“World Tables', Ceylon's tax
to national income ratio is hi-
gher than that of Chad Daho-
mey, or even India, but lower
than those of Cambodia, Ja-
maica, and Congo or Zaire,
not to mention such highly tax-
ed countries as Brazil or Sene-
gal. More significantly,
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Ceylon is one of the very few
countries to have experienced a
fall in the tax ratio over the
past decade.”’ 3

THE EXPERTS of the IMF
then discuss - the potentialities
tion in Ceylon and devote a nu-
mber of paragraphs o this qu-
estion. They make interesting
reading “Leaving aside such
comparisons, it is bett€r to ex-
amine the availability of tax-
able matter in Ceylon. First let
us dismiss direct taxes as a su-
bstantial tool of fiscal policy.
They present serious difficul-
ties of assessment and implica-
tions; in their technically easi-
est form (contribution to pro-
vident funds) they have a ne-
gative impact on employment;
thereis a little rocm for rai-
sing them-especially 'when the
Rs. 2,000 per month income
ceiling announced ‘in the last
budget comes actually to be
implemented. New direct tax
measures - particularly capital
levies-may nevertheless be de-
sirable ‘for socio-political rea
sons; but they will not bring in
much in terms of new resources
especially if one considers the
broad savings picture and not
just Government funds alone.”

The IMF Report then exa-
mines the virtues of devalua-
tion which it had beén recom-
mending to this country for a
long time. Devaluation, as the
Report points out, can be both
direct as well.as indirect. “One
frequently discussed broad
measure would consist in rai-
sing import prices across the
board. Such a move (and an
appropriate compensatory rise
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of export prices) is in any
Case necessary Given the in-
compressibility of nominal
wage rates, fhe only way to
bring real wage in line with the
needs of export—promotion
and import=substitution ‘s to
change the domestic-foreign
price parity. But the revenue
impact of such devaluation is
not obvious. - From the point
of view of resources allocation
most export prices need to be
raised as much as import pri-
ces —indeed more, because they
have lagged behind The net
revenue impact will be due to
the possibility of taking some
of the devaluation gains bank
from tea exporters. With the
current trade deficit of about
$660 million an increase of Rs.
5 per dollar in the amount paid
for each commodity whether
imported or exported would br-
ing Rs. 300 million net additio-
nal resources. It will be less if
the trade deficit is compressed
as it must be If one excluded
imported rice which now goes
into the first free ration, a de
valuation's direct budgetary
benefits would equal additio-
nal real taxation it would al-
low to impose on tea expor-
ters "’

The pundits from the IMF
then go on to examine the
inter-relation between taxation
and food subsidies. What they
have to say has a great deal of
substance in them: “Trading
price relations must be chan-
ged to improve resource allo-
cation and to develop exports,
for raising fiscal resources,
however, specific taxes must
be levied and specific subsidies

Tribunania

lowered. Increasing a tax is in
many ways indentical to redu-
cing a subsidy. In Ceylon
where many subsidies are co-
vert, it would be futile to dis-
cuss whether a specific propo-
sal really involves raising a tax
or reducing a subsidy. This
year, however, it istrue that
food subsidies weigh particu-
larly heavily on the budget:
Rs. 500 million net overt food
subsidy in the last fiscal year,
Rs 800 million if certain co-
vert elements are taken ‘into

SUBSCRIPTION
RATES

Minimum Subscription
Rs. 18 per 36 issues,
post free in Ceylon.

For air mail and sea
mail rates abroad,
please write to the
Circulation Manager,
mentioningthe country
of destination.

TRIBUNE makes no
attempt to exact com-
plete conformity from

its contributors, but
rather welcomes 3
variety of opinions

consistent with general
policies.

MANUSCRIPYS. TRI-
BUNE cannot assume
responsibility for unso-
licited articles and
letters. None will be
returned unless so re-
quested and is accom-
panied by a stamped
self -addressed enve-
lope.




Tribunahia

account e.g. non payment of
FEECS in rice, wheat and flour
and some other food imports):
more than enough to provide
all the resource needs of the
first Flan year. At constant
rates the subsidies increase in
line with population which
have resources quite fast in
Ceylon. Cutting Government
subsidies would have no resou-
rces allocation drawback, no
cost of implemention, leave no
possibility for tax evasion.
One could easily mitigate the
social impact of such a mea-
sure on the truly under-privile-
ged the old and the disabled,
motably. their rations could
be continued or even supple-

mented by cash allccations if
that were desired.”

But the Report asserts that
food subsidies should not be.
come obsessions and prevent
* attention being to new taxation
over 2 wide area, “Attention
to the food subsidies should
not hide possibilities for taxa-
tion however. There is much
scope for indirect taxes on
other consumer goods, inclu-
ding some services and housing
construction. The relative sim-
plicity of Ceylon's economy
and its heavy dependence on
imports render such taxes easy
to levy, to enferce and to ad-
minister. For instance, impoz-
ted cloth can be taxed directly;
factory produced cloth at the
factory gate; handlooms at the
yarn import or production sta-
ge. Simple metal goods can
be taxed as imported steel she-
ets or copper; housing cons-
truction at the door of the
cement factory. Technically,
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it chould be relatively easy to
enforce these measures, in
Ceylon’s circumstances. There
is no particular rate at which
these levies need to be limited
on technical grounds, How-
ever, both socio-political re-
sistance and the possibility of
evasion, notably through bri-
bery or smuggling are likely to
be relatively smaller if the tax
is spread broadly, and bears
the more moderate rates such
spread would permit,””

In this connection, the IMF
refers to the wery impertant
question of price levels and the
dynamics of taxation ard v hat
the Report sets out is based on
premises with which few can
quarrel. And the discussion on
consumption and consumpiion
patterns is even more intercs-
ting both tothe student and
the ordirary layman. “The
price system is so thoroughly
distorted that it is difficult to
quantify the real importance of
various types of taxable mat-
ter; noris statistical informa-
tion particularly gocd. Still
according to the existing ac-
counts food absorbed only 50
percent of total private cons-
umption expenditures though
as it is heavily subsidized, this
is not very meaningful. In
1970 more than, Rs. 800 mil-
lion were spent on clothing;
more than Rs. 800 million
too on transpott; more than
Rs 400 million were spent on
recreation and entertainment.
These Rs, 2 billion together
should provide enough taxable
matter to make it technically
possible to raise the needed
Rs. 700 million or so in taxes.

Of course, many of the goods
and services included in those
categories are also subsidized,
price controlled, or both: for
instance public transport and
rationed cloth. Clearly it will
not be possible to raise the re-
quired resources without tou-
ching those items, whatever
the political impact or the so-
cial cost of doing so. There is
simply not enugh conspicous
consumption by the rich in
Ceylon to raise investible re-
source without reducing the
consumption of the rot-so-
rich though the consumgtion
of the truly under-privileged—
the old, the sick the unemplo-
yed-could quite easily ke pro-
tected. Nor is it possible to
raise enough resources while
lezvirg intact the price of all
mass-consumed goods though
the price of any one category,

conceivably even rice, cculd be
left intact.

«Not that it should te. The
combination of a free essential
goods (rice) and highly taxed
less essential commodities is
particularly perverse from tle
point of view of resoutce allo-
cation. If a man gets to eat
for next to nothing but must
work very hard to get himself
a shirt he may well choose not
to work at all (now, of course
both fcod and cloth are subsi-
dized). The 'best policy would
be to spread the proposed tax
measure quite broadly, to raise
the price of rice and flour, the
price of sugar and the price of
cloth more moderately than if
fewer measures were taken,
Such a spread would also per-
mit greater protection to be
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afforded to more people. Cer-
tainly it should be possible to
keep - or even to increase - the
rations of those above 60 to
continue taking care of the
sick; and even of the genuinely
unemployed.

Finally, in analysing t he
problems centred around the
Budget the IMF deals with the
question if bank and deficit
financing so far as it was ap-
plicable to actual economic
structure of this island, *“Bank
credit financing was not at all

considered in the Plan. In the
context of the present adher-

ence to rigid price stability the
past annual rate of increase in
the money supply about 5.5
percent should not be exceeded.
Physical shortages of current
comsumption ,goods, even of
those which are rationed, are
all too frequent already and
the politically demoralizing
and economically disruptive
effccts of- such shortages are
immense. At that rate only
about Rs 100 million deficit
financing would be permissi-
ble even if private credit ex-
pansion remained nil, How-
ever, allowing prices to rise
would much enlarge the scope
for deficit financing, If the
Government imposed new indi-
rect taxes, withdraw_ subsidies,
and increased the cost of im-
ports (though a formal deva-
luation or otherwise), thus sys-
tematically provoking a wide-
spread price rise, it would also
obtain large additional resour-
ces from deficit financing,
Such  deliberately provoked
price rises should enable the
economy to absorb an excep-
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tional increase in the money
supply of about Rs. 100 mil-
lion in addition to normal mo-
netary expansion. In effect
what we are saying is that a
substantial price rise would
force upwards the balance of
savings. These private savings
would come up top of normal
savings and could therefore be
used by the Government. To
make an exceedingly rough and
ready evaluation, a first year
effort consisting of Rs. 500
million in reduced food subsi-
dics and indirect taxes and Rs.
100 million in increased deficit
financing would seem appro-
priate. All these are meant to
be in addition to revenue mea-
sures required to compensate
for the rise of current expen-
ditures, "’

SUCH ARE SOME of the
comments of the IMF on the
1972 Budget and budget-mak-
ing in general in a country like
Sri Lanka., It will be interes-
ting to see how much of this
advice will be incorporated in
the 1973 Budget which will be
presented on November 2.

In earlier articles in this
column attention has been
drawn to what the IMF has
had to say on certain aspects
of the economy of Ceylon and
the policies followed not only
by the present UF government
but also by the earlier UNP-
coalition government of
1965-70.
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Ceylon. Marginal Notes

More about the

By-Elections:

The Case for the United Front

Thc Nation is now the only
paper in ihe English language
which speaks for the United
Front. The Forward has not
made its appearance after the
mid-August upset in the elec-
tions to the Central Commit-
tee of the Communist Party.
Tnough the Nation is LSSP or-
iented, it speaks for tke UF.
The SLFP has no paper of its
own either in Sinhzla or in
English, to put forward its po-
_int of view. One has therefore
to fall back upon the Nation
to understand the thinking be-
hind a powerful and influen-
tial section of the Government
and the United Front. Some
of the daily papers reflect ri-
ghiwing SLFP opinion in an
oblique sort of way, but
there is neither political
cohesion nor consistent
political thinking in the SLFP
Right.

The Nation, on October 6,
a few days before the by-elec-
tions cautiously of fered its com-
ments on them under the he-
ading THE PEOPLE DO NOT
FOKGET in the /otes and
Cemments column. It was a
kind of apologia asserting that
in spite of the dirty propagan
da carried on by the *‘reactio-
nary" press the people will not
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forget what the UF was and
what it had tried to do. And
on the outcome of the clections
itself, it ventured to say- ‘‘For
our part. we do not need to
hedge our bet. We retain our
full confidence in the political
sagacity of our people. The
future of democracy in Eri La-
nka rests on the existence of
such geod political sense in the
mass of voters. We have ne-
ver 1 st confidence in the abili
lity of popular democracy to
deliver the goods. We are not
surprised therefore, at reports
from the four constituencies
that appear to have bowled ov-
er many reactionary propagan-
dists and pseudo-revolutionary
prophets of doom. Prices and
scarcitics it seems, are not the
only factors that determine ma
ss political choice. The peo

ple have not forgotten their-

oppressors and enemies or lost
the capacity to recognise their
friends

«Available reports from the
four constituencies indicate th
at the newspapers have not suc
ceeded in distorting the image
of the United Front among the
people. They grumble at the
increasing hardships they have
to face and are disappointed
by the waverings and inconsis-
tencies of the Government in
working out solutions to the

country's problems. But they
have not permitted their diffi-
culties and disappointments to
obliterate their basic identi-
fication with this Government.
They rememter that the UNP,
for all its tall talx today, is the
party of their oppressors and
enemies and can never ieflect
their own interests.”

Withcut asserting that the
UF would sweep the polls in
the way it had cone in May
1970, the Nation in its presel
ection forecast emphasised th-
at the peop ¢ would not forget
the UF and that the ¢“wishful
thinking'* of the capitalist pre-
ss that the UF would be defe-
ated would not be fulfilled.
The comment also took credit
for the fact that the UF Go-
vernment had decided to hold
the elections so socn after Ap-
ril 1971. However the main
burden of this note was that
the reactionary press bad ¢ di-
storted'” facts in order to mis-
lead the people, and that in
spite of this, the people will
ensure UF victories. The Na-
tion was thus confidently“‘cock-
sure”’ of the 4 by-elections.

The res .l1ts however came as
shock to most UF adherents,
but the Nation naturally put up
a bold front and endeavoured
to “explain’’ the results.

The issue of the Nation of
October 13 dealt with the by-
elections on a apologetic note
On its front page was spread
the statement of the Prime Mi-
nister. “MY MANDATE HAS
NOT CHANGED' (Tribune
published this statement in its

Contd, on P. 16
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Battle-lines Get Drawn

U, S, Elections

AMERICAN Presidential
pulitics is multi-faceted. At
the core lies the vigorous pur-
suit of dominant interests and
goals of the two major parties,
the Democratic and the Repub-
lican. That is not all, however.
The conflicting aims, aspira-
tions and ambitions of the
people and personalities com-
posing the power-structure are
no less relevant to the outcome
of the contests. The theory of
checks and balances in a mo-
del of American power™is, of
course classic. However, there
is a certain flux even within
the definitive prograrmes and
policies, given the nature of
pluralistic politics. How does
the political syndrome look
on the eve of the Presiden-
tial elections ?

The five major problems
afflicting the US and which
form the essence of the politi-
cal debate arg: 1. Vietnam, 2.
Busing, 3. Amnesty, 4. Defence
and 5. Welfare.

Everybody 1is supposed to
have an opinion on these issues.
The two Mmajor parties and
their candidates for the Presi-
dency, consequently, have ta-
ken definitive positions on
them. What are the positions
of the two parties on these
subjects ?
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ON VIETNAM. Paradoxical
as it may seem, the anti-war
movement has, of late, died
down in the US. There are no
more big demonstrations or
peace rallies in the cities or
towns, The rage and fury of
the student and the youth have
been blunted by the simple ex-
pedient of staggering the draft,
curtailing the combat role of
the ground forces and even
withdrawing the bulk of the
army from the soil of Vietnam,
while confining and intensif-
ying American participation in
the war to wholesale, unrestric-
ted bombing.

In the moral wasteland of
today's America, bombing of
schools, hospitals, churches and
the dyke-systems of Vietnam
no longer cvokes any shame,
anger or protest. Nor do the
majority of people think any-
thing of killing and maiming
men, women and children and
making them refugees in their
own land. After all, American
casualties have come down to
«stolerable” level —from more
than 100 to a few deaths per
week. The fact that the South
Vietnamese death-rate has in-
creased by at least 300 to 750
per week—not to mention
senemy’’ deaths or civilian
casualties—is of little concern.
Who cares for black or brown
creatures ?
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U. S. Elections

Ever since he stepped up
bombing in North Vietnam,
Mr. Nixon hoped to bring Ha-
noi quickly to heel—well be-
fore the November elections.
His calculations have misfired.
Why, then, does he persist in
destroying Vietnam completely?
The answer is: The Vietnam
war has become an obsession
with Mr Nixon. In the words
of Anthony Lewis, a New
York Times commentator,
«Richard Nixon remains deter-
mined to win the war, at what-
ever cost in Indochinese lives
and American reputation”

The Republican Party fully
supports its President in con-
ducting the unending and inhu-
man war and in his refusal to
come 1o a peaceful settlement
with the North Vietnamese and
the Provisional Revolutionary
Government. And where is the
mechanism to prevent a Presi-
dent in prosecuting an unpo-
pular and immoral war? Un-
der the US Constitution, only
Congress can “raise and sup-
port armies’’ and only Con-
gress can declare ““war'’. No
less a person than US Supreme
Court Justice William Doug-
las is “inclined” to believe
that the Vietnam war is uncons-
titutional. Where, then, is the
conscience of the American
Congress? Incidentally, in
both the Houses of the Cong-
ress, the Democrats have the
majority.

Where does the Cemocratic
Party stand ? Sure enough, the
Democrats, since they are out
of power, would like to upset
Mr Nixon's applecart:and bri-
ng about changes in American
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policies. They would, above
all, like to get back to- the
White House. But it should not
be forgotten that it was the
Democratic administration un-
der John F, Kennedy which
initiated the policy of inter-
vention in Vietnam.

And it was his successor.
Mr Lyndon Johnson - another
Democrat—who extended and
intensified the war by pouring
in more than 5,4%0,000 men and
vast quantitics of war material
into Vietnam. It was he who
widened the war by massive
bombardment of North Viet-
nam. Mr Johnson persisted
fanatically but vainly with his
ignoble aim of subjugating the
Vietnamese people for four
years. After these years of
misadventure and dragging the
American people into a quag-
mire of utter futility and des-
~ peration, he gave up. The peo-
ple got fed up and dumped
him,

Senator Edward Kennedy,
Democratic Senator from Mas-
sachussetts, says now that <we
are the party of hope, not des-
pair”’. Senator McGovern, of
course, is quite categorical on
the Vietnam war, He will have
nothing to do with it any more.
He will pull out American
troops, lock, stock and barrel,
The Democratic Party pledges,
as the first order of business,
an immediate and = complete
withdrawal of all US forces
in Indochina. In the
light of the practices of the
past Democratic administra-
tions, is there any real guaran-
tee that the new administra-
tion, if the Democrats are

8

returned to power, will keep
their promise ?

ON BUSING. Busing is a
highly emotional issue in the
US. Though this problem is di-
rectly and immediately conne-
cted with providing Negro chil-
dren with better and wider edu-
cational facilities, it touches
the very sensitive chord of Ame-
rican race-relationship. Since
America is a racist and segre-
gationist society, all cities and
towns in the country are virtu-
ally divided along Negro-Wh
ite lines. More than 17 years
ago, the Supreme Court ruled
that segregated schools could no
longer be tolerated. How to ca-
rry out that ruling continues to
ke a problem that haunts the
land. Federal Courts now order
residentially segregated southern
cities to desegregate their sch-
ools by busing children out of
their own neighbourhoods.

The Promethean struggle
over how to achieve racial ba-
lance and harmony has been
going on in America for long.
Education and knowledge will
ultimately break the racial bar-

rier, it is generally believed.

How, then, make education
available to Negro children in
a school of their choice p

The Democratic Party, in its
campaign platform, promises
better opportunities for educa-
tion for the children of the
poor and the dzprived. It sta-
nds for racial desegregation in
the schools. Transportation
could be a tool towards achie-
ving this goal. Sen. McGovern
is considered to be an ardent
supporter of racial equality and
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naturally, isin favor of busing
children—all children to sc-
heols: The Republican Party,
being conservative and eclectic,
is irrevocably opposed to the
concept of busing of students
for'racial balance, Mr. Nixon
being a good Republican, like-
wise abhors such a measure:

ON AMNESTY. The issue
of Amnesty is born as a result
of the Vietnam war. When
increasing numbers of troops
were being sent to Vietnam du-
ring both the Johnson and Ni-
xon administrations, the Cefe-
nce Cepartment sent out thou-
sands of drart-calls to thou-
sands of students and young
men in America. Disillusion-
ment with the war came much
sooner than what the military
brass had expected. Mounting
opposition to the draft-calls
became fairly widespread'in the
college and university campu-
5es.,

Many young men went to
prisons and were subsequently
prosecuted and punished. But
many others, in order to evade
US laws, flatly refused to goto
Vietnam on the basis of their
being conscientious objectors
to war. Still others left the
country in disgust and migrated
to Canada and other countries,
at least temporarily. And even
amongst the troops in the fi-
elds of Vietnam, some refused
to obey orders of their comm-
anders and surreptitiously cro-
ssed the battle-lines to NLF
sanctuaries, and finally, to
many European destinations,
Following these developments,
there is now a growing demand
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from the familics and friends
of these hapless young men on
the Administration to show
compassion and justice.

The Democratic Party states
its intention to declare an am-
nesty to those who for reasons
of conscience refused to serve
in the Vietnam war.

The Republican Party, on the
other hand, reects all propo-
sals to grant amnesty to those
who, according .to the Admi-
nistration, have broken US
laws,

ON DEFEMCE. The whole
edifice of the military-indust-
rial complex of the US is mu-
intained and enhanced by the
Defence budget  The budget Is
so huge that it staggers one's
imagination, It is around 100
billion dollars which is more
than the total value of India's
GNP. A huge [ efence force
of 2.5 million armed men, the
11§ maintains troops on fore-
ign soil not only in Europe
but in all the coatinents
America’s air force is stationed
in bases in four corners of the
globe. Its navy prowls the
seas in constant vigil.

~ The Democratic Party wants
the Defence budget to be siash-
ed drasticzlly — at least to
the tune of 32 million dollars
within three years. Aid to fo-
reign military dictatorships, it
wants to be severely restricted
or altogether eliminated.

The Republican Party, of
course, does not want this cur-
tailment now. It categorically
rejects any cut in defence spe-
nding, It does not want to
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blunt the *teeth’’ of America's
defence.

ON WELFARE. In the US
today, there are at least 30 to
40 million people who are con-
sidered poor or very poor.
Poverty is a relative term, of
course. Nonetheless there is
this other America of poor pe-
ople who are hungry, jobless,
without any security of life or
right to a decent living.
are not only Negroes, but also
many white-families or Mexi-
can-Americans and other mi-
norities. It is almost inconcei-
vable that so many Americans
live invisibly in such utter mi-
sery and desolation in fabulou-
sly rich America

We are determined to make
economic security a matter of
right, proclaim the Democrats.
Sen. McGovern asserts that
everybody in America will be
provided with a job with de-
cent pay for those willing and
able to work and an adequate
income for those unable to
work. He plans, he says, to
raise 54 billion dollars
through wvarious mea-
sures of taxation for all round
social weifare.

The Republicans flatly opp-
ose programmes which embrace
the principle of a Covernment
guaranteed income. Mr Ni-
Xon rejects =S unconscionable
the idea that all citizens have
the right to be supported by the
Government,

These, in a nutshell, are the
pivotal issues which are setting
the tone to thec Presidential
election this year.

They:

"Salt Water

Salt Water for
The Hungry Man

If soil conditions permit,
even sea water can be
used for irrigation,

by JOHN STEVENS

The author,is a lecturer in
Geography at the Universily
of Durham,

OIL money has financed

a rapid increase in irrigated

‘ farming in West Asia and ad-

ded considerably to pressures
on the fresh water supply. Qas-
sim, Saudi Arabia, for exam-
ple, is extracting irrigation wa-
ter from a depth of 2,000 met-
res. This is fossil water, up to
30,000 years old, and is being
used far faster than it is repla-
ced.

Salt water is readily availa-
ble, but rarely used for fear
that salt will build up in the
soil and restrict plant growth.
Often, this problem is accen-
tuated by a rising water table.
Good crops can be grown using
saline water however, if the
salt does not remain in contact
with the roots for too long.
At Filat, Israel, Hugo and
Elizabeth Boyko have success-
fully grown 180 species out of
200 tested in 22 years of ex-
periments. Even using water
with 10,000 parts per million
of salt—13 times more saline
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Salt Water

than normally used for irriga-
tion—the mulberry grows well.

Filat has wvirtually perfect
conditions for saline irrigation
sandy or gravelly soil to allow
rapid percolation of the irriga-
tion water, minimal amounts
of sodium-absorbing clay, wa-
ter with the proper sodium
potassium balance, and a deep
water table, so that saline wa-

ter does not affect root deve-
lopment,

IN A COARSELY textured
soil, the pore spaces between
the mineral particles are large
in comparison to the diameter
of root hairs. Irrigation water
percolates rapidly and the root
hairs are cut off from oxygen
only for a very short period of
time before part of the pore
space is once more cccupied
by air. At this stage, root hairs
are in contact with both water
and air, and the uptake of oxy-
gen by the root hairs provides
the energy required for the se-
lective intake of nutrients from
the irrigation water. As the
irrigation water drains away, a
saturated brine film covers
the mineral particles and root
hairs. Brine has a low viscosity
however, so this film is soon
interrupted and thus salt depo-
sits within the soil are too res-
tricted to form a barrier to
aeration. Irrigation of sandy
soil is carried out at frequent
intervals and any salt deposits
that form .only remain for a
short time before they are was-
shed away from the rotes.

Even after the irrigation wa-
ter has percolated away, the
soil atmosphere remains moist
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and plants can obtain moisture
through subterrancan dew.
There is considerable difference
between the day and night tem

peratures and this gives rise to
temporary condensation. This
temperature difference within
the soil is most marked within
the top 8-10 cm and it is at th

is depth that subterranean dew
forms, The dew is fresh water,
not saline, and is deposited on
the root hairs which have a
very high absorptive capacity.

SALINITY can also testrict
a plant’s absorption of irriga
tion water, because o0smosis
depends on the liquid inside
the plant root having a higher
salt density than the water out-
side. But a proper ionic ba-
lance can counter the effects
of higher salt density.

A decade ago Professor
Hugo Heimann of the Tech-
ron Haifa, argued that sodi-
um and potassium were anta-
gonistic in animal physiology
and by analogy, a similar rcla-
tionship might exist in plant
physiology, {New Scientist vol
Y, p 410). High potassium le-
vels in the soil would then co-

unteract the adverse effects of,

high sodium levels. In ‘practice
where crops have bcen grown
successfully using saline water,
the potassium level of the soil
has been high, up (0 100 parts
per million potassium present
in the water and with a sodium
potassium ratio similar to that
of sea-water. A sideeffect of
such salt water irrigation is
that'irrigated plants appear to
have enhanced ability to with-
stand periods of drought.

Biological desalination also
contributes to reducing the am-
ount of salf present in the soil.
Some plants, for example spe-
cies of Tamarix (tamarisk), -
Suaeda (sea blitey and Calot-
ropis procera(sodom apple',can
accumulate salt in their aerial
portions and harvesting thus
removing salts from the soil.

THE CROPS themselves,
muyst also be studied. Som:
varieties of barley, for instance,
are more tolerant of saline en-
vironments than others, and
these salt tolerant varieties may
form the basis for breeding
additional species specifically
adarted to irrigation with salt
water.  Fussian agronomists
have been treating seeds with
salt solut ons' prior to sowing
and this ac uiied salt tolerance
can possibly be passed on to
succeeding seed generations.
The greaiest success will undo-
ubtedly be generally re-
garded as already having some
tolerance to saline conditions —
tomatoes, cabbages, lettuce ba
rley. cotton, rice and alfalfa,
for example — and there is no
reason, given correct manage-
ment, why yields should not be
equally as high as with irriga-
tion using non-saline water.

Later this year the U.N.
Food ond griculture Organi-
sation is starting a research
programme on saline water irr-
igation problems in West Asia
and work will continue for at
least six years.

Until now saline irrigation
has been fairly restricted both
in area and scope. Although
it holds out some exciting
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possibilities for the f uture, it will
not turn vast stretches of the
arid areas of West -Asia into
_ cultivated areas. Suitable soil
conditions do not always coin-
cide with suitable water, and

greater care must be-used with
saline water.

But some of the brackish
water discovered during the se-

arches for oil or potable supp-
lies may well be used. The
cost of using such sources, ©5-
pecially if the aquifers are near
the surface, is not likely to be
any more than irrigation sche-
mes using non saline water. If
brackish water can be used in-
stead of good quality water to
irrigate existing agricult ural de-

Chronicle

velopment, then potable water
could be released for urban
supplies, reducing the need for
expensive desalination schemes
—By arrangement with ‘N'e W
Scientist.’
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October 5 — October 22

Thursday, October 5:

The 35th'day of the bank strike. Sri Lanka
will negotiate with the European E conomic
Community directly for duty-free entry of her
products into the ECM and the benefits of pre-
ferential treatment accorded to associate mem-
bers of the Community. All CIB employees
other than those in executive grades will hence-
forth be entitled to full political rights. Dr.
Senarath Paranavitarne {76 , retired Commiss-
iomer of Archaeology, died in his home at Nuge-
goda yesterday. The final phase of the cam-
paigns for the four by-elections saw many po-
liticians in the field. The Ceylon Fisheries Cor-
poration spent a sum of Rs 138,000 on effec-
ting repairs to its trawler Maple Leaf and fin-
ally sold the vessel for Rs. 26,500. The wor-
king Committee of the Indian National Congress
decided that the Government should take ovel
the wholesale trade in rice and wheat West Ger.
many and China will conclude an agreement
this week for mutual diplomatic recognition.
Major fighting has broken out between the Ye-
men Arab Kk epublic (North) and the People’s
LCemoratic | epublic of Yemen (South).

Friday October 6:

The 36th day of the bank strike, and seniof
bank staff officers have made overtures, accor-

ding to the Daily News, to the PM to help
settle the strike. According to the Sun, the Mi-
nister of Finance Dr. N. M. Perera, has re-
ported to Government from abroad that the
chances of assistance from the World Bank
were brighter now than a short time ago. Dr,
Perera was expected to return to Colombo to-
morrow. The Daily Mirror teported that the
Communist Party of Sri Lanka was in financial
difficulties €t is nearly Rs. 150,000 in the red
and Cv hardliners who are in the saddle are
confronted with the task of liquidating these
claims’’. Thousands of Indian pro-Moscow
 ommunists including some of its top leaders,
were arrested in various towns in ndia whilst
{hey were pursuing their demonstrations and
campaign against rising prices and unemploy-
ment. . oviet CP chief Leonid Brezhnev is ex-
pected to pay a visit to the USA next April.
President Idi Amin was adamant on his deadline
datc of November 8 for the total evacuation
of Asians with British passports.

Saturday, October 7:

1 he 37th day of the bank strike w ith no pro-
spect of a scitlement in sight. Dr. N. M. Perera
returned earlier than expected, yesterday evening
and stated that he was hopeful that the World
Bank and the IMF would view the problems of
developing countries more sympathetically fol-
lowing the arguments /e had adduced especially
about SDRs in relation to the development pro-
gramme of the country.” The Sun reported
that the Indian Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira
Gandhi, will visit Sri Lanka ecarly next year.
A big shake up was under way in the national
airline, the Air Ceylon Corporation, and the
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General Manager, Mr. Rajah Cadiramen, is
reported to have been placed on compulsory
leave. The Vietnam Feace negotiations were in
a “sensitive stage' according to US President
Richard Nixon. Uganda and Tanzania signed
4 peace agreement yesterday in Mogadishu in
Somalia.

Sunday, Octoher 8:

The 38th day of the bank strike. In tomor-
Tow's mini-general elections 177,097 persons
will be entitled to vote: all election meetings
were concluded yesterday. A major fire broke
out yesterday at the Chamber of Commerce
Building where the City Office of the Bank of
Ceylon is housed. The Special Crime Investiga-
tion Bureau has been called upon to investigate
a fraud involving sugar worth s. 6 lakhs at the
Food Commissioner’s Department: an entire
consignment of 2040 bags had been spirited
away. A train crash killed over 100
people near the town of Saltillo in northern
Mexico. The Victorian Government .in Austra-
lia has agreed to pay a million dollar ransom in
bartering for the lives of six schoolgirls and
their young teacher abducted as they attended
music class in their tiny country school.

Monday, ©cteber 9:

The 35th day of the bank strike The election
results were expected to be known around mid-
night today: both parties were reported to be
confident of victory. Security forces had laun-
ched a major combing oreration in Anura
dhapura to comb cut the insurgent bands in the
area. Caste clashes continued in Jaffna with
violence and handbombs erupting in several
places. The price of beef is expected to shoot
up over the next few years because the supply
will not meet the demand. The Norwegian Gov-
ernment has tendered its resignation after the
country decided in a referundum not to join
the ECM. India yesterday accorded full diplo-
matic recognition to the GDR.

Tuesday, October 10:

The 4(th day of the bank strike. The UNP
won three seats, wresting K esbewa and Puttalam
from the SLFP and retaining Nuwara Eliya, and
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the SLFP retained Ratnapura, at the mini gene-
ral elections yesterday. Ceylon has sent a spe-
cial envoy, Dr, J. B. Kelegama, to Europe to
discuss Sri Lanka's trade with the EEC. M.
C. P. de Silva, former Minister, died yesterday
after a prolonged illness. In a mammoth wel- ~
come accorded to Mr S, J, V. Chelvanayakam
on his return to Jaffna after resigning his seat
in the National A ssembly, he declared that un-
der a unitary system of government the Tamils |
in this country could not live with f reedom and
self-respect: and that the only way out for the
Tamil, was to set up a Separate state of their
own. Owing to continued caste clashes in the
Karaiyoor area in Jaffna, the police has im-
posed a dusk-to-dawn curfew. Kassippu gang
warfare broke out in the Dehiwela area near
Colombo yesterday. There was a major outburst
of trouble in the state of Assam as language
riots spread throughcut the state® and the army
had been placed on full alert Dr. Henry & iss-
singer was again in Paris holding secrct talk

with Hanoi’s emissaties in a bid to effect a
ceasefire in Vietnam, :

Wednesday, October 1]:

Tht 41st day of the bank strike. The Chief -
Prelate of the Malwatte Chapter had told the
Daily Mirror that the draft Press Council Bill
contained some obnoxious clauses. According
toareportin the Times of Ceylon, the com-
pulsory swabasha in the teaching of medicine at
the University of (eylon has been of no use and
only led to triplication of work, lcctures being
conducted in Sinhala, Tamil and English: the
attendance at swabasha lectures was minimal,
and those who followed these lectures also follo-
wed the parallel lectures in English. There was
an atmosphere of optimism in Faris when Kis.
singer's talks with the ¢ anoi envoys entercd
the third day British sources indicated that it
would be possible to keep the November & dead.-
line of President Amin for the evacucation of
Asians with British passports,

Thursday, October 12:

The 42nd day of the bank strike. The Gov.
ernment Parliamentary Party was expected to
meet on october 19 to hold a post mortem on
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the by elections. The Government Medical
Officers Association (GMOA) has appealed to
the Prime Minister to use her good office
to end the bank strike. Press reports indica
ted that the Cabinet at its meeting yesterday
endorsed the firm stand taken by the Govern-
ment in dealing with the bank strike, The Go-
vernment has decided to do away with the rule
that public servants should stay within a 30-
mile radius .of their working place Chillies
were once again distributed on the ration card
at the rate of half an ounce per ration card -
from stocks.which had been imported from
China: whilst the free market price of chillies
in the city of Colombo wasRs 12to Rs 15a
Ib. Dr. Kissinger has extended his stay in
Paris to continue his talks with the Hanoi en-
voys. The French legation in Hanoi has been
completely destroved by US bombers Wash
ington has hastened to tender its apologies to
Paris. 'An agreement was signed in Peking
between West Germany and China establishing
full diplomatic relations

Friday, October 13:

The 431rd cay of the bank strike. Sri Lanka
will have to pay around Rs 1,000 million this
year as debt servicing on short term credit bo-
irowed from various irstitutions the highest
amount that the country has had to pay in any
single year for chort term credit. The Prime
Minister issued a statemeat yesterday that
in spite of the by-election results the mandate
she had got in May 1970 remain unchanged.
The next Budget will be presented on November
2. According to experts the substantial increase
in food production over the past two decades
have not been sufficient to close the gap bet-
ween domestic production and 'dometic require-
ments because of the rapidly increasing popula-
tion. Maithripala Senanayake’s 25th anniver-
sary celebrations as a parliamentarian begin
today at Anuradhapura. President Amin has
ordered the British High Commissioner in Ugan-
da to quit with the last Asian to be evacuated.
Libya imposed **Islamic’’ punishment for cer-
tain offences like theft and robbery including
the cutting off of feet and hands. US bombs
damaged the Indian chancery buildings in Ha-
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noi. The US expressed regret for the damage
done to the French, and Indian legations in Ha-
noi, but insisted that the bombing will go on.
Saturday, October 14;

The 44th day of the tank strike. Ceylonese
employed abroad who have to remit money back
home under the scheme introduced by Govern-
ment last year will face difficulties in revalida-
ting their passportsif they do not keep their
targets in remittances. The CWC demanded that
plantation workers should be given land Presi-
dent Amin said that he wes not breaking diplo-
matic ties with the UK, but the present High
Commissioner was persoma non grata, Presi-
dential Adviser Dr. Henry Kissinger was back

in the US to review his dicussions in Paris
with President Nixon.
Sunday October 15:

The 45th day of the bank strike. Nearly Rs.

13 million in foreign exchange had been lost by
Colombo Radio over the last 24 months. Air
Ceylon's management has askedits flying crew
to cut their bair short A new draft Press Co-
uncil Bill was gazetted yesterday evening: it was
the same old bill with a few alterations: At the
Maithripala fenanyake celebrations, the Prime
Minister in her sprech yesterday, appealed to the
striking bank employees to return to work ““for
they should now realise that the Government
could not be intimidated"' she said that she had
so far not spoken about the strike but she was
now constrained to refer to itin view of thz eff.
ect it had brought on the cconomy of the country.
A big Sovict airliner, an Illyushin 62, crashed
yesterday near Moscow killing all 176 on board
The USA and the USSR signed a shipping ag-
reement yesterday. Fgypt and other Arab coun-
tries have taken retaliatory action against West
Germans in view of the iestrictions placed on
Arab nationals in West Germany after the
Munich massacre.

Monday October 16:

The 46th day of the bank strike. The DWC
backed the CWC demand for land for planta-
tion workers. The Daily Mirror reported that
the Kandy district branch of the L8SP wanted
the L 8SP to end its alliance with the SLFP and
the UF government; that other branches
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however wanted the alliance and the coalition to
be continued. The Central Bank Employees
Union bas urged the Government to settle the
strike forthwith. Christianity is not being tau-
ght to Catholic and other Christian children in
a large number of schools which were taken
over by the state in 1961, Ceylon's foreign ex-
change assets abroad had dropped. China and
the Maldive Islands have agreed to establish
diplomatic relations immediately. Island planes
yesterday bombed five alleged Arab commando
bases in Lebanon and Syria in what seemed to
be the beginning of a new Israeli policy to root
out the guerillas.

Tuesday, October 17:

The 47th day of the bank strike. The Wor-
king Committee of the Civil Rights Movement
which met yesterday, decided to challenge the
revised Press Council Bill in the Constitutional
Court. According to the sponsors of tomorrow's
islandwide hunger strike about 500,000 workers
belonging to six organisatious will fast from
dusk to dawn as a protest against the repressive
policy of the Government and the reactionary

-laws, such as the Public Security Act, the Cri.
minal Justice Commissions Act and the Press
Council Bill. Mr. Prins Gunasekera, one of the
sponsors, addressed a public meeting in Jaffna
last Saturday and appealed to the Tamil people
to settle the language differences and join in the
democratic protest against the repressive policy
of the Government. All the daily papers carried
protests and criticisms against the draft Press
Bill. The Buddhist Encyclopaedia begun [7
vears ago would be completed, at the rate it was
going, by the yvear 2009 A.D. President Nixon,
with only three weeks to go for the Presidential
election, held a commanding 30 percent point
lead over the democratic challenger George
McGovern. A spokesman of the Ugandan mili-
tary yesterday accused Tanzania of not honou-
ring the peace agreement signed in Mogadishu
ten days ago. Singapore in a mini budget has
imposed new taxes on petrol, liquor and cars—
to cut down consumption expenditure as well as
increase revenue,

Wednesday, ©ctober 18:

The 48th day of the bank strike., According
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to the Daily News, army units and insurgent-
armed bands had clashed for over half-an hour
in an exchange of fire in the jungles of Ritigala
near Kekirawa yesterday. Air Ceylon had made .
a profit of Rs. 7.626 million for the current
period in its tie-up with the UTA. Air Ceylon
was making arrangements to buy the second DC
8 on the same terms. New emergency regula-
tions have been gazetted further curbing bail in
rzgard to certain categories of offences. -The
front and other pages of all daily papers were
full of protests about the new draft Press Coun-
cil Bill. The hunger strike organised for today
went off peacefully without any incident or
stir. With Egyptian Prime Minister Sidky’s
pending visit to Moscow, therc were reports
that the Soviet Union was ready to resume mis-
sile deliveries to Egypt, There was trouble in
Chile with a strike by lorry owners and retail
shop keepers: President Allende had warned
the nation of the possibilities of a civil war.
Dr Henry Kissinger had gone to Saigon to
meet President Thieu.

Thursday, October 19:

The 49th day of the bank strike. A bill to
impose a ceiling on incomes and to provide for
the payment of compulsory savings coatribu-
tions were gazetted by the Minister of Finance
last night. The four new MPs who .were elected
at the recent by-elections will be sworn in to-
day when the National State Assembly
sits. The Ceylon Mercantile Union (CMU) one
of the six sponsors of the one-day fast yester-
day, claimed that a million people had partici-
pated in the protest hunger fast. Three army
volunteers—a corporal and two privates and
five employees of the Food Commissioner’s
Department have been taken into custody by
the Police in connection with the six lakh sugar
fraud. A Royal Assent by Queen Elizabeth
prochlaimed yesterday, officially sealed Britain's
entry into the Common Market. Bangladesh
has been admitted as an observer to the UN.
Curfew had been imposed in Chile owing to the
sabotage and violence in the course of the trans-
port strike, Martial law had been imposed in
South Korea by President Park Chung Hee.
Egyptian Prime Minister Sidky, now in
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Moscow, continued his talks wit h the Soviet
leaders.

‘Friday, October 20:

The 50th day of the bank strike. The Bank
Employees Union in a bulletin yesterday emp-
hasised that there could be no return to work
without the probationers and without a direct
offer to solve the grievances of the strikers.
The Government Parliamentary Party had a
three-hoyr post mcrtem on the recent by-elce-
tions. Mr. J. R Jayawardera had been persua-
ded to continue as the Lcader of the Opposi-
tion- he had expressed a desire to step down.
The Low Country Producers Association (LC-
PA) had yesterday asked the Government a
3-month extension to make the statutory decla-
rations under the Land Act. Sweeping changes
have been introduced by Government regarding
closing time for shops: shops will in future be
open for longer hours and for the whole day on
Saturdays. Five co-operative stores had been
burgled during the last 48 hours and a watcher
of one of them had been fatally stabbed. Presi-
dent Allende of Chile towed to the demands
of the lorry owners who thereafter called of I the
strike. A communique issued in Moscow at the
conclusion of Prime Minister Sidky's visit sta-
ted that top Kremlin leaders will visit Fgypt
shortly. President Amin has ordered the expul-
sion of all Asians even those who had Kenyan,
Tanzanian and Zambian passperis before the
deadline date of November 8. Agreement has
been reached on the line of control in Kashmir
between Indian and Pakistani negotiators and
the troop withdrawals envisaged in the Simla
Agreement will be implemented in November.

Saturday, October 2i:

The 51st day of the bank strike and the
Daily News reported that the Government had
decided to recruit additional hands to the strike-
bound banks on an electoral basis. China has
bought an additional 10,000 tons of sheet rub-
ber from Sri Lanka for the current year. Ap-
proximately 11,000 persons who carn over Rs,
2000 a month will come within the income
group liable to the levy under the income cei-
lings act and while another 29,000 who carn
over Rs. 1000 a month will come under the
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provisions of the Compulsory Savings Bill.
Vidyodya University was closed down indefini-
tely vesterday following a clash between some
students in the campus and a group of outsiders,
including a member of the MNational State As-
sembly. The Land Reform Commission has
announced that there will be no extension of the
date to send in the declaration forms, viz. Mon-
day October 23. The French newspaper France-
Soir stated that the USA and North Vietnam
had practically agreed on a cease-fire through-
out Indo-China on November 1. Dr. Henry
Kissinger was still in Saigon conducting talks
with President Thieu. Queen Elizabeth of Bri-
tain arrived in Yugoslavia yesterday on a state
visit - the first by British monarchy to a socia-
list state. President Nyerere of Tanzania can-
celled a meeting with Fresident Amin arranged
by OAU circles.
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Ceylon Marginal Notes
FROM P, 6
last issue, 20/10,) and also pub-

lished on its front page a note -

by “Our Political Correspon-
dent' under the heading MA-
SSES HAVE STOOD BY
GOVT.—ITS OWN WEAK-
NESSES LED TO BY ELE-
CTION LOSSES. The ana-
lysis opened thus: The most
cloquent fact about the four
by-elections that were held on
October 9th is that 39 9% of the
voters cast their ballots for the
candidates of the United Front
Government, as against 449 of
voters who sided with the Uni-
ted National Party, If the vo-
ting in Kesbewa is interpreted
to mean that there were two
candidates who sought to pre-
sent themselves to the electora-
te on the side of the Govern-
ment - one legitimately and the
other . pretentiously—and the
votes of Mr. Subash Chandra-
*$iri are recorded as part of the

* United Front votes in that ele-
ctorate that were split between
him and the official candidate,
Mr. Dixon Perera 539 of the
voters at the four by-elections
cast their ballots on the side of
the Government and. in any
case, rejected the candidates of
the United National Party.

The commentator took com-
fort in the fact that 399 of
the voters had cast their votes
for the UF, but not the fact
that the UNP had received
449 and that if the votes of
the runner-up at Kesbewa,
Subash Chandrasiri, were ad-
ded to the SLFP candidates,
the UF percentage would add
to 53%. This is a curious kind
of logic. Can it be said that
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Subash’s votes were anti-UNP
votes 7P

Of one thing there cannot be
the slightest doubt: Subash
Chandrasiri's voles were anti-
Government. He had carried on
a more consistent political cam-
paign against the Government
on political lines than the
UNP. Part of Subash's votes
may have been ‘“‘personal’
(derived from the popularity of
the father), but there is no
guarantee that these votes wo-
uld otherwise have gone to the
SLFP candidate, By any yards-
tick, Subash’s votes must be
regarded an anti - government
vote, and it would be any-
body's guess how these voters
would have voted if Subash
had not been a candidate.

The one conclusion which
can be drawn from the four
elections is that only 399% of
the voters rallied to the Gov-
ernment, and that 61% of the
electorate was against the
Government,including the large
numbers who had failed to
turn up to vote. After the May
1970 elections, the UNP had
tried to find consolatlon in the
percentage of voters who had
voted for the UNP, and all
UF political commentators had
ridiculed these arguments of
the UNP as being some kind
of untenable political sophis-
try. To fall back upon the
same kind of apologia which
the UNP had clung to after
May 1970 elections indicates
that UF has been pushed to
take defensive postures.

The Political Correspondent
of the Nation then went on to

say: “The eloquence of this
fact derives from the unmista-
kable background against whi-
ch the by-elections took place,
viz, the context of rising pri-
ces of consumer goods-and pal-
pable scarcities- which have
been the cause of considerable
criticism ef the Govemnment
and grumbling on the part of
its opponents and supporters.”
This situation, when considered
side by side with the undenia-
ble high expectations generally
manifested in the country after
the May 1970 General Elect-
ions of increased welfare amo-
ng the poorer sections of the
people was bound to lead to
the disaffection of some strata
among those who supported the
United | ront until 1970. Most
observers therefore, expected a
considerable slide in the popu-
larity of the Government to
be demonstrated at the polls
which took place this week.
Many of them did not expect
that the overwhelming mass of
Government supporters of 24
years ago would stand resolu-

tely by the Government that
they supported.””

According to the writer,
many circumstances had mili
tated against the Government
and many *‘observers'’ had ex-
pected a considerable loss of
popularity by the Government
But, said the commentator, the
people had *¢stood by the
government  evidently because
more had not gone over to the
UNP and the anti-government
groups. The simple fact is, whi-
chever way one looks at it, there
has been a considerable loss of
popularity: a five percent who
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would normally have gone to
the polls kept away, and of
‘those who went to vote only
399 had rallied to the Govern-
ment. And what was even
more significant was that the
vast majority of the new voters
were against the Government.

Nation's Political Corres-
pondent then went on to exa-
mine the results .of the four
electorates separately, and con-
cluded that' the Government
*had been 1&t down by its own
shortcomings” and not because
the people had less ‘“mass un
derstanding of political reali-
ties.”” It would be useful to
place on record the logic and
argumentation of the Politicql
Correspondent to enable our
readers to appreciate the psu-
edo-marxist sophistry which
was relied upon to make a case
for the UF. «“Of the four
constituencies in which elec-
tions were held this week, the
impor ar.ce of two should not
be overesiimated. Nuwara
Eliya is one of those few cons-
tituencies which possesses a
majority of voters from the
plantations, while Purtalam
has the peculiarity of a Mus-
lim majority with a considera
‘ble sprinking of Catholic and
Tamil minority voters. Voting
trends in these two constituen-
cies cannot, therefore. be re-
garded as typical of the gene-
ral trend in the country. Indeed
what the by elections have de-
monstrated is the relatively
small variation in the voting
patterns that has taken place
in Nuwara Eliya and Puttalam
even if ons of them returned a
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different party from that of
May 1970.

“The other two constituen-
cies, viz, Ratnapura, and Kes-
bewa, are more important for
interpreting current trends in
the country. Both of them po-
int to the same phenomenon,
viz. a considerable slide down
of the Government vote. In the
case of Ratmapura, the reduc-
tion of the Government majo-
rity by almost 50% has to be
regarded as important. Vari-
ous explanations have been
offered and, perhaps some of
them are even valid, Rut no-
thing can explain away the fall
in the Government's majority
of more than 5,000 votes. In
the case of Kesbewa, what has
been a Left-wing electorate
from the year 1947 was lost to
the Right-wing. But this is not
as significant as it sounds.
What is more significant is
that the United Front found
itself confronted with a split
in its ranks wh ch it lacked the
internal discipline and external
command over the electorate
to overcome. It may even be
said that it lacked the wisdom
of choice and the understan-
ding of local reality that could
have enabled it to manipulate
the split to its advantage. For,
had it made the correct choice
of candidates, Keshewa would
have been won for the United
Front despite the split in its
ranks.

* Taken as a whole, the by-
clections show that the Qov-
ernment has been let down by
its own shortcomings, rather
than by any lapse in popular
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consciousness or mass under-
standing’ of political realities.
Despite the burdens that the
masses must face in any period
of tramsition from one social
order to another, the people
have not turned away from the
path that they had chosen at
the General I lections of May
1970. The voting figures de-
monstrate that they have stood
firmly by the United Front
But it is the United Front it
seems, that has failed the peo-
ple. It has, on the one hand,
allowed confusion to be spread
among margiral voters by its
own propaganda failures and
the hostility of the capitalist
newspapers. On the other hand
it has allowed its own discip-
line and sense of internal unity
to weaken and a split to deve-
lop within its organisations.
If the by-elections demand
any correction of behaviour,
this must come overwhelmingly
from within the United Froni
and its Government."

THE SAME ISSUE of the
Nation also endeavourcd to of-
fer an explanation why the UF
had fared so badly at Kesbewa,
it published a ““letter”’ from a
writer under the psuedonym
Anti-UNP and published it
under the heading THE LES-
SON OF KESBEWA. ¢Will
those at the helm learn the les-
son of Kesbewa. That is the
important question at the mo-
ment. 40 out of 47 SLFP
Branches are supposed to have
opted for Mr Dixon Perera.
And yet Mr, Subash Chandra-
siri, campaigning alone against
the full might of the Govern-
ment, whacked him by a
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majority of over 5,000 votes.

What kind of _judgement is -

this P It is obvious that consi-
derations other than those of
the electorate had influenced
the decision to pick Mr. Dixon
Perera. This type of bungling
has been the greatest obstacle
in the path of the SLFP. Not
only in the case of choosing
candidates for eclection but
also in the choice of people to
man key posts in the Govern-
ment. The electorates have ne-
ver been consulted. Soon after
this Government was formed,
this subject came up at the
Amparai sessions of the SLFP.
1t is this type of political wire-
pulling that led to the coining
of the word, 28 SRI. Let’s
hope the lesson of Kesbewa
will be carefully studied, che-
wed, swallowed and digested
and such foolish mistakes avoi-
.ded in the future.™

"* The candidate was not the
right one. Thisis usually the
kind of apology offered by a
political party which has to
fall back upon such excuses.
If the UF makes such a disas-
trous mistake about the choice
of candidates after two anda
half years in power, then some-
thing rotten has crept into its
political mechanics. And what
is even more significant is that
the revolt from within its own
ranks has assumed tremendous
proportions. The UNP hasa
miserable image in the country,
and if those who voted for
Subash came from within the
UF the prospects for the Gov-
ernment are worse than the
figures reveal.
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The Nation of October 13
rounded off its attempt to ex-
plain the by-election results by
seeking to ridicule the UNP
leader, Dudley Senanayake, for
the statement he issued imme-
diately after the elections. The
Prime Minister berself in her
statement had endeavoured to
show that Mr. Dudley Seenan-
vake was talking through his
proverbial hat in the most hy-
pocritical tongue-in-the-cheek
manner. The Nation wentone
step further and sougbt to re-
duce the whole statement to a
personal matter. In a piece
OH TO BE PREMIER ONCE
AGAIN in the Notes and Co-
mments column, the Nation
dissected what he had said in
his statement, argument by ar-
gument, and asserted that Mr.
Senanayake was guilty of non-
sensical gibberish.

And then it went on fo exa-
mine ““the dominant conside-
ration behind Mr. Dudley
Senanayake’s attitude.”” The
Nation had no difficulty is fi-
nding the answer. “The UNP
leader, ' it said,”’ gives {wo da-
mns for the fate of the coun-

try or the future of its people.

He is onlv concerned with se-
curing another opportunity to
become Prime Minister. With
this as a basic premise (are
there no UF politicians who wa-
nt to be Prime Minister?), the
comment went on. *This would
imply that Mr. Senanayake
was hardly concerned with the
policies of Government, whe-
ther of the present Qovernment
or of his own, Yet he declares
that the by elections are a clear
verdict that the policies of the

United Front Gov.rnment are
unacceptable to the people. Wh-
ich policies: The establishment
of the Republic? The abolition
of the Senate? The Ceiling on
Incomes’ The Ceiling on the
ownership of Land/ The State
Trading Corporation? The Gem
Corporation? Which of these
are unacceptable to the people?
Who canvassed them? Not Mr.-
Senanayake or the UNP su-
rely ! They merely made dema-
gogic capital of the rising cost
of consumers goods and their
short supply in the market.
Besides, if these policies are
unacceptable what alternative
policies do the people want?
What alternative policies have
the UNP to offer them? .Or
do they wish to persevere with
the same bankrupt policies of
the past that have brought the
country and the people to the
very brink of economic disa-
ster?*’

The rest of the comment is
the usual barrage against the
UNP, that it was a ban rupt
played out party. It is no
doubt true that the UNP had
made unforgiveable mistakes
in the past, that it represented
vested interests and that its
image among the voters was
deplorably poor. But yet, af-
ter 2} years of anti- UNFP cam-
paigns by the UF whilst being
in the seats of power and with
the state radio at its command,
forty-four percent of the voters
who went to the pools cast
their votes for the UNP,

However it is only fair by
readers, in Ceylon and abroad,
to let them read the kind of
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political anti-UNP polemic on
the UF continues to rely upon:
«The fact is that not only have
the people not rejected these
policies—if by some stretch of
imagination-the voting figures
can be said to point in this
directicn - but there are no
alternative policies that the
UNP or any other political
party or body of economic
strategists can conceivably offer
to the people. , The Bankrupt
policies of the UNP uader
Mr. Dudley Senanayake’s lea-
dership ard earlier, under the
leadership of his father hive
been the biggest agency of the
tragic plight to which the eco-
nomy of Sri Lanka has been
reduced. The rolicies of the
United Front have, perhaps,
been hesitant and incomplete,
but they have pointed the cnly
direction in which the country’s
acute problems can be solved.
The neglect of the past, thanks
most of all to Dudley and his
father, has made it inevitable
that the cost of working out
these solutions should weigh
heavily on all the people. Some
of them cannot undetstand this
and, not surprisingly, protest
at the severity of present diffi-
culties. This results in the losi-
ng of some votes at elections
and by-elections. But it is Mr.
Dudley Semanayake's conten-
tion that, because the medicine
is bitter, the Government should
not administer ¢ Nothing ex-
poses Mr. Dudley Senanayake
more as a contemptible opport-
unist than his current demag-
ogy. The Government’s poli-
cies are unacceptable | The
measure of free rice is his most
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valuable gift to the people !
What halcyon days the people
enjoyed in the past under Sena-
nayake Governments | Even if
this is true about the past
(which is highly questionable),
does the severity of our coun-
try’s economic crisis permit
continuation of the habit of
lotus-eating and living on loans
borrowed at high rates of in-
terest 7 The UNP leader
does not even pose the question.
He limits his politics to exploi-
ting consumer dissatisfactions
and the need to advance the
date of the next General Elec-
tion. As to what alternative
policies he will advocate in the
event of success at such an
election, he does not even pausc
to consider. All that the man
wants is to be Prime Ministre
once more 1"

BUT THE MOST interesting
analysis of the election results
came in the Nation of October
20 by a commentator who sig-
ned as Sagittarius and the
piece was enti led LESSONS
OF THE BY - ELECTIONS,
Although the piece was chiefly
concerned with defending the
Aation line that the ¢ masses
had stood by the Government'’,
the commentator Sagittarius
drew attention to a number of
important facts of consequ-
ence and significance.

Sagittarius first analysed the
figures and compared them to
the voting percentages of the
1970 elections in the four elec-
torates. ¢ The main propa-
ganda blasts have been fired on
both sides and we can now
more soberly take stock of the
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results of the *by-elections.’
The first thing is to lay out a
clear picture of the actual
shifts in voting patterns. In the
table below the percentage
polled by various candidates is
given as a percentage of votes
cast; the percentage polled in
each electorate is also given,

1970 1972
Kesbewa
UF ¢ 54.6 24.9
UNP % 35.4 39.6
Others % — 35.0*
o, Polled 80.5 8l.1

* Almost entirely Mr. Subash
Chandrasiri's vote.

Ratnapura
UF % 64.4 56.0
UNP ¢ 34.5 42.0
Others % 1.0 1.8
9, Polled 83.2 83.7
N’Eliya
UF % 44.1 45.0
UNP ¢ 54,5 534
Others % 0:9 14
o, Polled 83.4 85.5
Puttalam
UF 9% 45,0 43.2
UNP 2 45.0 49.0
Others % 9.7 7.2
9o/ Polled 81.4 825

His first comment was on
the percentage who had gone to
the polls and indulged in some
platitudes about the ¢ involve-
ment”’ of the masses in politics
and reminded the UF Govern-
ment that it had to get closer to
the masses. This is excellent
Marxist advice and is how Sa-
gittarius put it; *“In our view
the first and most significant
result of the elections is the
ircrease in the % age polled
especially the remarkable
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increase of over 29 at N'Eliya.
Generally the poll tends to
drop during by-elections. What
is more, according to some po-
litical theorists, the masses at
the moment are said tobe in a
state of apathy and political
indifference. Even if the fact
that most new voters are in the
young ag: group is part of the
explanation for this pheno-
menon, one thing is absolutely
clear: the masses are far from
uninvolved in politics, they are
very concerned very involved
and, if one might project a li-
ttle, very determined to become
more involved. Perhaps thisis
an appropriate point at which
to remind the UF Government
of its promise to take the peo-
ple closer to the process of go-
vernment, "’

First, he went on to analyse the
voting results in Ratnapura and
Puttalam thus: <Excepting
N'Eliya, to which we shall
turn a moment, Futtalam and
Kesbewa show a 49 rise in the
UNP poll and Rutnapura a
75%rise. Since the split at Kes-
bewa would have aggravated the
apparent swing, we might very
broadly conclude that an averall
swing of about 59 towards the
the UNP is visible. Now, as
the Prime Minisler has said,
this is no matter for compla-
cency. However, if we take
note of the rise in the cost of
living and what last week’s
Political €orrespondent of the
Nation aptly calls ¢'itis not the
people who have failed the Un-
ited Front, but the United
Front that has failed the peo-
ple”, it is truly remarkable
that the swing wasn‘t bigger
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We must remember that the
1970 vote was an immense lan-
dslide to the UF, in which the
wavering and uncommitted se-
ctions and those whose notions
of Socialism were garnished
with a liberal dose of petit-bo-
urgeois aspirations would have
all been carried. These layers
of our electorate would have
been the first to drift back
towards the UNP as living got
tough with the deepening eco-
nomic crisis; one would have
expected a much larger petit-
tourgevis-motivated marginal
vote in Ceylon than the 5% fi-
gure suggests."”

Sagittarius admits that there
was a swing of about 5% to the
UNP, but he hastens to say
why this 5% does not mean
much—in the current context
of rising prices and the like.

Then, he goes on to analvse
the results of ANuwara Eli-
ya in the following terms. ““At
N’'Eliyathe UF has actually
improved its position by a
small amount. Given the over-
all swing to the UNP which
we have discussed in the pre-
vious paragraph, the irresisiible
conclusion is, that a considera-
ble swing in the votes of plan-
tation workers, large enough
to superpose itself on and ob-
scure the general pro-UNP
swing, must have occurred
away from the UNP and to-
wards the UF. Thondaman,
as is well remembered, joined
hands and campaigned all out
with the UNP last time and
this was reflected in the pattern
of voting in the upcountry
areas in 1970. This time, un-

able to keep nis grip on his
following and losing interest
because there is little prospect
of being bribed with high offi-
ce or state favours,
compelled to allow what he
called a “conscience vote’. Well
it looks like the workers, un-
like their mudalali boss, actu-
ally do have a conscience! It
isnow up to the UF parties
to go all out, and forge an al-
liance with the plantation wor-
ker, too many opportunities
have already been missed."

Here he goes on to rightfully
note that the UF had actually
improved its position forget-
ting that the Government had
offered a “*bribe’” in the form .
of increased wages for the
plantation workers, He makes
no reference to this very im-
portant and significant factor -
and concludes this part with
another bit of Marxist advice
that the Government should
“forge’” an alliance with the
plantation workers. Those whe
know the history of the Mar-
xist Parties and their chan-
ging antitudes to the planta-
tion workers during the last
. 30 years will realise the sup-
reme callousness inherent in
this piece of advice.

Then, he takes on Ae.bewa,
and indulges in over-simpli-
fication in talking about the
“progressive vote."” This is
what he says. ‘At Kesbewa
602 of the progressive vote
went t o Subash Chandrasiri
despite the fact that he had no
official backing but 85%,0f the
Official SLFP Branches prefe-
rred the other candidate. It is
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being said that in all parts of
the country the most dedicated
and politically committed cad-
res of the UF parties are being
elbowed out and mudalalis,
opportunists and 28 SRI types
are nosing- their way into fa-
vour, In some areas similar
charges are being made about
the people who hang around
and influence UF Members of
Parliament.” 1t might be a
good thing to initiate a Mini-
Cultural Revolution inside each
UF party against creeping bo-
urgeoisefication. "’

Sagittarius wants a mini-
Maoist Cultural Revolution in
the UF to boot out the black-
marketeers and opportunists
who had crept into it ranks.
He says_a great deal but he dees
not amplify on the implications
of what he says. Kesbewa was
a protest-against the UF from
within and so far as the votes
given to Subash wasconcerned,
but it was a significant protest
also from the outside against
the UF. Itis casy to dismiss
Kesbewa by saying that a mini-
cultural revolution was neces-
sary in a country where a cul-
tural revolution of the kind
which shook China is not &
practical proposition immedi-
ately, but the total implica-
tions of Kesbewa in a parlia-
mentary system of government
are many and far-reaching.

Finally Sagittarius summed
up the analysis in what pun-
dits would be tempted to des
cribe as a ¢ marxist class analy-
sis'’, but the four points he
makes are such broad oversim-

plifications that one cannot
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rely completely on their corre-
ctness. This is how he conclu-
ded; ‘¢The broader conclusions
that a detailed analysis of the
election results leads one to,
are;—— (i) The masses have re-
fused to budge to the Right
and stand by their Socialist
programme as envisaged in
May 1970. (ii) The plantation
workers have begun to break
with the previous misguided
and reactionary alliance with
the UNP. (iii)Irrespective of
Mr Subash Chandrasiri’s per-
sonal politics and fora num-
ber of reasons that cannot be
discussed here we interpret
Kesbewa as eviderce of the
emergence of a Left protest
vote impatient with the Gov-
ernment s slow progress and its
political dilly-dallying, (iv, A
part of the peripheral petit bo-
urgeois and less politicalised
votes have under pressure of
rising prices etc., shifted back
to the UNP.

We have fully set out the
case made oui by the Nation
for the UF as completely as
we could. Some of our own
comments on the by elections
will not be accepted by those
who subscribe to everything
the Nation says as gospel, but
there is no doubt that the last
has not yet been said about the
by-elections.

The Prime Minister in her
statement endeavoured to show
that the UNP leader was wrong
when claimed that the by-elec-
tion results constituted ““an un-
compromisingly clear verdict™
of growing upopularity of the
LIF government.
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What the Prime Minister
emphasised was that the by-
clections had not changed the
mandate she received in May
1970. Nobody will quarrel
with this statement. She also
stated that she would take note
of the swingback of votes from
the UF to the UNP, and with-
out any “complacercy’’ take
remedial measures. Shedid not
amplify on the matters which
she felt needed attention but
she made references to the cost
of living and other matters
with high priority in the wide
range of matters of public dis-
content.

But thke greater part of the
statement was devoted to twit-
ting Mr. Dudley Senanayake
for declaring that the results of
the 1972 by-elections were an
suncompromisingly clear ver-
dict’ of the UF'S unpopula-
rity. She referred Lo a number
of by-election results in the
pericd 1966-70 and stated that
the UF had won the by elec-
tions or reduced UNP majori-
ties Mr. Senanayake had not
corceded that they constituted
an ‘‘uncompromisingly clear
verdict ' on the UNP.

No. Prime Minister can be
expected to make such admis-
sions. Every politician in the
face of defeat makes excuses
to ¢save face' hoping that
some miracle would restore the
status quo ante. The results of
the by-elections between 1966
and 1970 were a clear forecast
of what the May 1970 clections
would turn out to be. The by-
election results of that period
were undoubtedly clear writing
on the wall-and all the
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apologia and ‘‘explanations”
offered by UNP leaders and
newspapers pleading the UNP
cause could not change the
course of history, or to usea
Bandaranaikism, turn rivers
around or make the waters
flow backwards.

The by-election results of
October 1972 are equally clear
writing on the wall as were the
1966-70 by-election results.
UF leaders are today doing
exactly what UNP leaders did
between, 1966-70 trying to ex-
plain away the setback indul-
* ging in polemics against the
rival party.

1t is not too late for the UF
10 make amends 10 recapiure
some of the euphoria which has
been lost. Will the UF be able
to do it ?
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Science Looks
at the Mango

by
VINAYAKUMAR

ACCORDING to experts
the first mango grew in the fo-
rest of the Indo-Burmese bor-
der and from there it spread all
over India. Some 1,300 years
ago the Chinese tasted their fi-
rst mango from India when the
Buddhist scholar Huientsang
took it home. During the ear-
ly decades of Buddhism Mala-
ysia got it from !ndian Buddh-
ist monks. But it was only in
the 15th century that the Portu-
guese took mango seeds from
India to South America and
Africa, Our neighbour, Pakis-
tan, of course shares with us
the honour: of being the home-
land of this king of fruits.

The Government of India is
well aware that unless efforts
are made to improve quality
India might lose its pre emine-
nt position. In America the
mango has been extensively pl-
anted in Florida where two
years ago an Indian expert no-
ted that more than 400,000
mango trees had been planted.
In their effort to make a suc-
cess of theindustry ‘many Ame-
rican growers are not even ave-
1se to exotic measures like non-
stop music in the mango orch-
ards— as thisis supposed to in-
crease production,

In 1969 an international sy-
mposium of mango and mango

culture, the very first of its ki-
nd organised in the world, was
held at New Delhi under the
auspices of the International
Society for Horticultural Scie-
nce and the Indian” Agricultu-
ral Research Institute, One of
the points discussed was better
utilisation of the mango skin
and the conversion of the nut
into food products. Y

At the six-acre experimental
mango orchard of the indian
Agricultural Research Tnstitute
experiments are going on “in
national integration’ of man-
goes from different paris of
India. Recently hert culturists
inter-b.ed famous southern va-
rieties 1i e neelam, bangaloora
and suvarnarekha with North
Indian varieties like dusheri
and langra. The purpose was
to evolve the best variety. To
quote on spokesman “In the
hybrid between neelam and du-
ssehri the cualities of neelam
like precocity, regular annual
bearing lasting qualities during
transportation and profuse be
aring will be imparted to the
crossed preduct while retaining
the flavour of dussehri™.

The IARI has evolved in the
past ten years as much as 450
new strains of hybrids Of th-
ese 50 varieties have borne fr-
uit although only 30 of these
new strains were found worth-
while. In evolving new varie-
ties the institute has developed
a new procedure known as ¢‘de-
tached methods’” in which the
stem from a mango tree is de-
tached and grafted on a mango
sapling. To ensure that all new
shoots will be of the new
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variety, the sapling above the
graft is cut By this method it
is hoped that the best variety
can be easily multiplied for
distribution. The world’s big-
gest ever mango show was or-
ganised at Patua, a few years
ago when the Indian Council
of Agricultural Research had
600 out of the 1,000 Indian
varieties brought under one ex-
hibition. The entries were di-
vided into three classes, com-
mercial varieti¢s, the new su-
perior hybrid varieties (deve-
loped by growers) and the sp-
ecialised varieties for making
sguashes chatni and pickles.

THE SYMPOSIUM made a
series of recommendations for
improving the keeping quality,
standardisation of processing
methods and avoiding the ex-
tra softness of ripe mangoes 1o
step up exports. Studies are
being made to increase the sto-
rage life of mango by radiation
and growth regulations, based
on a physiological and horti-
cultural approach.

It is not so well known that
nearly 18 million maunds or
ten per cent of our total man-
go production goes to waste.
If this spoilage during ripen-
ing can be reduced to less than
five per cent the country can
save 26 lakhs of rupees per se-
ason.

The most important period
for the mango crop is the flo-
wering pericd and in different
parts of India horticulturists
have to face different proble-
ms In FPunjab the mango
crop is usually the victim of
the mango-hopper. Although
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considerable research has been
done on this insect so far no
remedy has been discovered.
Another illness is the *bunchy
top” discase also known as
malformation of mango inflo-
rescence. Even here no remedy
is yet in sight.

Israel which is today produ-
cing considerable amonuts of
fruit, has developed preserva-
tion methods to suit the mango
to coat it with a thin layer of
plastic emulsion which elimi-
nates the need for refrigeration,
prevents spoilages ‘and conser-
ves the water content without
cutting off the necessary sup-
ply of oxygen. The skin of the
fruit does not crack under the
plastic coating and bacteria
cannot enter. This process
keeps the fruit for four to six
months after harvest. The
IARI has also devised a me-
thod of wax coating mangoes
to preserve them. This wax is
obtained as a byproduct dur-
ing sugarcane processing and
the cost of mango protection
can be as low as 20 paise per
100 mangoes.

Another method evolved by
scientists for much more deli-
cate fruits like strawberries
can be used for mangoes. In
this system known as oxytrol
the oxygen in the transport
containers is completely repla-
ced by nitrogen, Thus putting
the ripe fruits as it were to
sleep till the containers are 1e-
opened. In Soviet Russia sci-
entists have made a new type
of wax paper integrated with
sorbic acid, which suppresses
the growth of fungi and mould.
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The Government of India
feels that the level of mango
export has to be stepped up to
75,000 tonnes per annum, lea-
ding to an additional foreign
exchange earning of Rs 1.4
crores annually, as compared
to the present export of 12,000
tonnes.

Cutting costs is a very vital
matter in such a delicate indus-
try like the mango where each
fruit has to be individually pic-
ked. In New York 'many fruit
research centres are experimen-
ting with a chemical compound
2-chloro-ethine-phonic acid,
which, spread one or two weeks
before harvest makes fruits
separate easily from the stem.

The US is very strict in im-
porting Indian mangoes for
fear of infecting the American
crop. Recently the University
of Allahabad made significant
progress in controlling the gali
midge, a major pest of the
mango industry.

One peculiarity faced by the
mango industry is the “alter-
nate failure of the crop'’ which
is a physiological disorder For
two or three years the crop
thrives, followed by successive
years of under-production. Sci-
entists feel that better hybrid,
regular manuring and thinning
of plantings are helpful in re-
ducing the trouble.
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World Going Vegetarian?

TH E green revolution con-
centrating on vegetable prote-
ins is gradually improving the
nutritive status of children in
Asia and Africa and other ar-
eas that used to be regarded as
less well-fed than the United
States and Western Europe.
But the whole world is gradu-
ally going vegetarian, suggested
many scientists attending the
9th International Congress of
Nutrition which met in Mexico
City recently.

The vegetarians in affluent
nations who eat no meat, fish
or fowl for moral or philoso-
phical reasons today may be
. joined in a few years by milli-

ons of people who will choose
vegetable sources for proteins
because of a shortage of ani-
mal protein. Soy drinks, soy
milk a soy breakfast cereal

for infants which is mixed with
water to serve, corn proteins,
peanut butter and other vegeta-
ble proteins dominated the ex-
hibits at the Congress.

In a meeting on vegetable
sources of protein Cr. R, A.
Reiners described a process in
which corn gluten is made mo-
re palatable by removing fat

24

components. He said corn pro-
tien processed in this way mi-
ght be used as an emulsifying
agent or extender in meat pro-
ducts or ingredient in high pro-
tein breads, Corn protiens con-
tain an imbalance of amino
acids and thus must be used
with other proteins. But they
will be valuable in combina-
tion with other vegetable pro-
teins, said Dr. Reiners,

Dr. M E Sambucetti of the
University of Buenos Aires re-
ported on rat feeding tests to
determine any toxiological ef-

- fects of linseed protein. The

tests showed no pathological
damage, except mild fat infilt-
ration of the liver. The linseed
protein is highly digestible, said
Dr. Sambucetti. Dr. Charles
McPherson of Texas Tech Uni-
versity described a candy-like
food stick formulated as a ba-
lanced snack food with cot-
tonseed and soy proteins sup-
plying the protein components,
Dr. McPherson said the stick
demonstrates how cottonseed
protein mixed with soy produ-
cts can be used to fulfill protein
needs of the future.

Other protein sources repor-
ted on included tamarugo, a

tree which grows in Northern
Chile. The leaves and dried
fruit have been used in animal
feeding. In experiments in Me-
xico, protein derived from al-
falfa grass proved as good as
the quality of protein from soy
beans. Cashewnut is being
used as a source of protein in
another experiment lin Mexicg.
Soy, cottonseed, linseed or alfa-
Ifa grass isn't steak, but num-
erous scientists think it may
take the place of steak in 15 or
20 years, even for the world's
great steak eaters - North
Americans, Europeans an d
some South Americans.
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