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A NEW ERA I\I

" THIS IS the figst issue of
Tribune after the Natianal
State Assembly had adopted

the Sri Lanka Press Coun-
cil  Bill, We have not
had time to examine the
provisions of the Act in

light . of how it will
be administered. We know
the limitations which have

been imposed on the press,

but it is not yet clear
what  constitutes ‘“Cabinet”
news and what is not.
In any case, we have to
learn to adapt ourselves
to the dynamics, imperatives
and under-currents of this
new  era. in  journalism
in this isfand. Readers
will | therefore bear  with
us for a week or two
‘until we know the pers-
pectives within which we

can- make our -comments.

. TRIBUNE is essentially and
primarily a journal of com-
Government spoke:-

claim that comment

is free, but what we are
not «certain is' on what
we can comment and on
what we capnot  com-
ment. The Prime Minister
has assured us that there
is no food crisis and went
on to say that if enybody

" men

had = got the impression
that there was such a
crisis it -was because the
‘newspapers had  tended
to create this’ impressicn.
Once the PM makes this
categorical . siatement, is
it. open for a commen-
tator ~to . question _ ‘the

validity of the PM's state-
- mant? _ Such _ criticism  can

- TRIBUNE, March 1973,—I
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which have to,be resolved

in the new era of jour-
nalism which has dawned
in Sri Lanka, It is difficult
to bottle up .the spirit
of human freedom, but
history has shown  that
countries, nations: and even
continents can slip into a

.dark. age of reaction, pers-
Suppression -

ecution  and

for long periods
Europe receded
wellknown = Dark Ages
cause  the  Church (and
the ~ monarchs who were
in  partnership) wanted to

of time.
into its
be-

Founded 1954
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“ suppress | freedom—in i'&;
the name -of God. Today
freedom has' been limited
under’s variols . excuses,’
JOURN‘L‘ngM - but . the {irevolt , against ,
such OPPJ'ESS|OH‘ tomes
be only done on the basis faster and . quicker " thin
of .information which news- ever before in h|story
.papers have published as i -
emanatin from official ”
sources.:g As everything As I”b wl'lle hf :‘epeateg'-u?'
published in the papers ism‘esz? S d°'x-_0f-":‘°'
now becomes ab initio bad, S'i} Le g;’:, ]Ea" S
unless covered. by,..a govs.' i . ¢ a8 shovT el
ernment communique, could dth?_ld 'tSEIb :r: a;ﬁba-lj‘ner
any information be used s s ”L"‘-‘ Sve
to show that the PM has 280 P'a'sewfﬁ A
indulged in euphemism dafiy pz}pers m“'f “been
when she declored that Uty of  piamy of . the,
there ‘was no food erisis ~lepses E6Fy ,aare - accused
in Sri Lanka? Will it be ©f and there~ =ery Hatle
wrong if we argue that ;\rhich can beThsald their
there  must have bagn't TEiBHtE. e papers
some kind . of ¢risis in have dl;pl?yeg[ all ~ the,
food for the PM to thank the arrogance °rf;: P‘gwe'
Pakistan, China and Burmafor "¢ _r,.;:_ems h‘i
coming  to our “rescue” polye hg){h e sidnted
by sending us rice? Or W% they lajr_e_ #nafaged |
is "the PM’s = statement ohe, ,{“e“_"s *Ség s
that there is no food -?‘?!b ..Lr;grrla el s Jvha_t 3
crisis a final diktat and fiat h g~ h'“’s Pma aer Is
which  ends  all  argu- that' the . Press. . Cosnclly
mart loand. - s e AATR sy 1 RO, the remed_y.‘ﬁ‘*{&._,.,;._
the matter of the food 4 3 i e
situation? ¢ '\
These are problems .



'n This Issue

were and
other  options
Government, to deal
the irresponsible  press—
without  infringing  upon
the fundamental rights of
freedom and  self-expres-
sion.

But it Iis too late now
in +he 42w o argue this
matier, We ara now in
the ,ew era of the Piess.
Counc'! Act and we have et
to leain i... weshould func-
tion.as an “ir.iepenacnt jour-
nal” u.l:r the present
laws. Unti-~we can find
our bearin?s, | ribune will
tread wesily.” “We do nct
believe” in - mock heroics
or harsh words. We do
no* -want to flaunt cliches

are so many
before
with

.abort. . -“freedom” " in the
wew =Th which some of
the Jaily _ papers, which
had _never = distinguished

themselves_for... veracity in
news-reporting, ,t}:ﬁrg(_ﬁoac
recent!s. We do—fot pro-
nner,  to offer  ourselves

be burnt at the stake.
Ve =nt to be in a posi-
tior to teH—eur “veaders
what we think on current
problums. ~ We ‘also want
to kuin. a position -to offer
ot._ othel’ writers, comme-
tators, ce'Omnists and  con-
tribut=ss © an  opportuaity
to tell. our readers what
they feel on the burning
topics of the day. What-.
ov5r the {imitations, Tribune
“will conitinue~ to  reflect

t¥s  umes—im._which we
. live. ~ ]
IN THiS ISSUE the Editor
ir  his Rambling  Notes
speculates on the Press
Council  and  its impact
on - the newspapers, but
he merely skips over the
surface of the  problem.

It is yet fo0 premarure.

for any examination in
depth. Pertinax has a few
comments on the focd
crisis. For the rest, we
have some of our usual
features: Saofari, From The
Easy Chair and the Chronicle,
Alkardi  Mugana  completes
another of his journeys,

the first two parts of this
appeared in
Canax

safari
the last two issues.
deep into. the prob-
and
new
humour.

gets

lem of
productivity with a
incisiveness
We also start a new series
SHAMBA by
Anatory = Bukoba. It is all
about opening a piece of
“development”
in the Kala Oya area, and
readers  will
fascinating series which will
reflect one of
important

entitled

land

day.

a variety of
matters

having

land reform

in his

for
find this

the
problems

significance.

THE

COVER is a

most
of the
For the rest we hava
articles on
of international

grim
reminder of what Sri Lanka

is in for—if we continue
to be buried in phleg-
‘matic  apathy satisfied that
the slogan of the United
Front about  “socialism”
will  automatically  herald
an age of plenty and
contentment.
NEXT ISSUE
e SHAMBA
Settling Down in
Kala Oya.
® FROM THE EASY
CHAIR
Canax on Time
® THE BLACK
SEPTEMBER
Killing in Khartoum

RAMBLING NOTES

FROM THE EDITORS DESK.
THE END OF
AN ERA

SRI

LANKA  has now
moved into the era of
the United Front's Press
Council Bill. On February
22, the Narional State
Assembly passed the Press
Council Bill  “‘unanimously
with 112 for and none
against (the entire Oppo-
sition having walked out
in protest). At the begin-
ning of the sessions the
Speaker had stated that
the  Constitutional Court
had dismissed all eight
petitions in a 43 page
decision.

This is how the Daily
News of 23/2(73 reported
the historic day = “The
Press Bill was passed

through all its stages shortly
after six o'clock yester-
day evening. Mr. Felix
Dias Bandaranaike,  Minis-
ter of Justice, opened for
the Government - and, he
was followed by Mr. C. X.
Martyn  (Ind-laffna). Mr.
Bandaranaike then wound
up for the Government
and a | vote was taken:
112 voted for the Bill
and none against as the
Opposition  had  walked
out in - protest The
House then went in to
committee to  dizcuss the
Bill clause by clause. This
took very little time; and
thereafter the third read-
ing of the bill was passed
alse by 112 votes twc 1l

TRIBUNE, March 1973,—I1



“dents—Messrs.

Constitutional

.were dismissed.
- ker,

' debate in

“Just before the second

reading of the Bill was
taken up, Mr. 1. R. Jaye:
wardene, Lcader of the Oppo-
sition, . wanted ‘time. to
read and study ,the deci-
sion” of the court, . but
this was refused by the
Minister of lustice.  The
entire Opposition  consist-
ing of the UNP, the FP
and the three - Indepen-
W. Dhana-
Gunaseker:
and Mudiyanse Tennekoon
then  walked out,

“None of the provisions
in the Sri Lanka Préss
Bill is inconsistent with the
Constitution.  This is the
opinion of the Constitu-
tional Court as announced by
the Speaker when the
National  State  Assembly
met yesterday afternoon.

“The

yake, Prins

opinion of the
Court, run-
ning into 43 pages, dealt
with eack of the provi-
sions of the bill chalien-
ged- by the eight petitioners,
All the petitions
The Spea-
Mr. Stanley Tilleke-
made the announce-
the Assem-

ratne,
ment soon after
bly began its sessions. It
was decided that the 43
page document be tabled
in -the Assembly for the
information of  members.
“Mr. Felix Dias Bandara-
naike, Minister of Public
Administration, Local Gov-
ernment, Home Affairs
and Justice, then moved
the Second Reading of
the Bill. Earlier yesterday
morning the Government
Parliamentary Group deci-
ded to go ihead with the
debate on the Press Coun-
cil Bill and complete the
two  days.

TRIBUNE, March 1973,—|
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“The Group also decided
the Bill should be
passed by a two-thirds
majority,  whatever the
decisior of the Constitu-
tional Court on the peti-
tions against the bill. The
Group also discussed the
rice situation, It was sug-
gested that the guaranteed
price for paddy be increa-

sed by a further two
rupees making it Rs . 20
per bushel. The govern-
ment  recently increased
the guaranteed price to
Rs. 18, However, no deci-
sion was taken on this
suggestion. The increas-

ing cost of living was also

discussed and a govern-
ment  member  suggested
that prices should not be
pushed up by gazette
notification taking even
government  members by
surprise "

IN A COMMUNIQUE from
the office of the Leader of
the Opposition said: “The
Opposition requested time
to read and study the
decision and the reasons
of the Constitutional Court
on the Press Council Bill
announced in the Assembl
today.  This was refused.
The Government insisted
on proceeding with the
Press Council Bill immedia-
tely. The Opposition wan-
ted the " second reading
postponed till the court's
reasons were made avaj-
lable to them as the rea-
sons were not even read
out in the Assembly. This
was  refused. Therefore,
the entire opposition in
the National State Assembly
walked out of the Assembly
at 3 p.m. refusing to parti-
cipate in the debate as »
protest  against the un-

From The Editor's Desk

reasonable and  undemoc-
ratic attitude of theGovern-
ment in denying the right
of the members and the
public to know and study -
the decision and the rza-
sons of the Constitutional
Court efore  proceeding
with the second readinr,
of the Press Council PR,

“Tae  2pposition is0
decded not to parti.para
at any stage of the dahate
on this kil

"“The Opposition con-
demns the inderent haste
with whiz" tka
ment is Ottempting to
rush  through trni: bill
while the county is
facing a grave financial’
and food crisis.”

The Daily News wd ~-=
write an _editori>x T the
question of the Press Touncil

on  February 23. Its
editerial columns were
devoted & “Slum land- .
lords” and the MCC Cricker

Match. An  editoria~ w;
no doubt be forthcoming .ce ..

But fer —the—moment. it
will suffice "te cite the
editcrial publishe? by the:

Daily Mi.ror _on e rmuining
of February Z3. i wa. 2
remarkatiy add niece,
hard<hitting u i hrtrai-
hed (in the ~icumstances).
On  many occasions, in
past, the editoriels of the
Daily Mirror hir the rca
with hard words. buty this
editorial entitlea ANo S7) -
TO AUTOCRALY deserves
to be placed on record.

The full editorial * is -
produced be'ow: “Govern-
ment troui ced freecom
by 112 votes to nil yester-

day, the nil represent.ug
the Oppositien that d.ci-
dad that it did not have

3

Govern-



From The Editor's Desk

the. ghost of a chance
against that kind of steam-
roller majority. The co-
clusion” was a foregone
,ene: The autocratic trend
ot the Government con-
vinced those pledged to
democracy—the genuinely
lemocratic  that is, not
Tl nhanay  lip-servicers,
tiat the press | Coincll
Bill was, in truthan ex-
cutionzr's  axe to Jbehzad
the frecu-.in of the Press
first - and, ‘iaving . silenced
it, To <izp off the freedom
of _ the irdividual.

“Thar  in our opinion,
is the greatest danger in
“the . Press Council  Bill.
As we have pointed out
times  without number in
twiz  ‘column * the decapti-
tating .of the Press is the
texi-bock™ preliminary  in
the  autocrat’s handhook
for the destruction  of
aemocracy. . While it s
~rigic .that 'millions® of the
wen_ratic  are  blind  to

thi. qanger it js _sven most

tiagic that democrats in
the - Government. are ever
more blind to’ the shape

of  *aingys o ‘come. Power,
Lord Action sait;. corrupts,
He forgor to add: - that
it-=iso plin's. Had he been
living in thes.. times and
looked *  Lanka-wards, he
would, doubtless, have”
wished'~up *¢a-' the other
- evils _ of —nawer, namely,
that . for ' Thzxescing power
politiciars ° are prepared
not ouly to kill the more
trcasured virtue of democ-

racy, freedom, but they
are - even more prepared
to- - murder tlieir Mather-
lar We are witnessing

this, tragedy, right now in
Sri Lanka.

4

,when |

the poet
‘like 2 deso-
pollutes
touches. . . .
of men, and
of the human frame a
mechanised automaton’.
That is the danger impli-
cit in the Press Council
Bill <spawned  entirely by
lust - for' lasting  power,
The Minister of Justice,
Mr. Felix Dias Bandara-
naike, apparently
desircus of proving that
‘not  only should justice
be done but seem to be
<one’, has posed  this
question on almost every
platform  he  has spoken,
including the State Assem-
bly yesterday; ‘What s
it that the Press writes
today, that it cannot write
after the Press Council
Bill is passed?

“Power, as
Shelly wrote,
late pestilence,
whatever it
makes slaves

“For answer
no less a person
Donald  Tyerman,
Editor of  the
‘Economist’ and now
Chairman “of the Common-
wealth Press Freedom Com-
mittee. In a letter to the
Prime Minister Mrs. Siri-
mavo Bandaranaike, dated
December | 1972, he
wrote: The Press Council
Bill ‘would impose upon
journalists  blanket  prohi-
bitions on the discussion
of political and economic
matters (Section 16) which
if applied in this country
would, for instance have
made it quite Impossible
for me to have produced
a single issue of my paper
was editing The
Economist  (London). Our
misgivings, he states,
‘which are shared by our

we quote
than Mr.
former
Londen

in Sri Lanka,
both the characcer
pl'O-

members
concern
and the scope of the
posed Press Council. We
are  convinced that the
freedom of the Press could

only be put in peril by
the institution of a body
which  would be neither
independent  nor  repre-
sentative,  possessing  the
powers of a special and

summary Court from which
there could be no appeal

and in which journalists
could be arraigned and
punished for the widest
range of offences (Sect-
tions 15 and 18).

“As we see it, the pro-
posed Press Council Bill
of Sri Lanka would be, in

function, an administrative
Court, controlling the Press
according to the policy
of the Government of the

day. In its ‘inquiries’ which
would in fact, be trials
it would be subjecting
journalists to special legal
processes for many offen-
ces which in the case of
other citizens would be

dealt with in the ordinary
Courts.

“That should over trump

for all time Mr. Felix Dias
Bandaranaike's trump card
of a question which
he has dealt dramatically
everywhere.”

It is difficult not to en-
dorse what the Daily
Mirror has so forcefully
stated.

Sri Lanka has quietly but
surely slipped into a new
way of living. We stand in

ueues in front of dingy and
irty co-ops for our food
purchases. We have to

TRIBUNE, March 1973,—1|
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"THE FOOD CRISIS:
THE PM'S ASSURANCE

By PERTINAX

THE PRIME MINISTER, in
a statement in the Natio-
nal State Assembly on

for most things
We are at the
mercy of bureaucrats at
different  corporations  for
the essentials we have to

get permits
we buy.

obtain. We cannot buy 2
mammoty without getting
a permit after endor_se-
ments from many officials

that we are farmers enti-
tled to purchase a mam-
moty. We can detail many
other changes in our lives.

All this has been done
to give the under-privi-
leged a sense of equality.
The  down-trodden  want
to be free, and they have
the right to be free. They
have the right not to be
exploited. But to ensure
these rights and freedoms,
it is wrong to curtail the
freedom of self-expression.
The lapses of a few
newspapers must not be
visited on the whole nat-
ion setting back the clock
for several generations.

It is yet too early to
say what life will be like

in a Sri Lanka where the
UF's Press Council = reigns
supreme. Government
spokesmen  claim that a
free press. will continue
to flourish. This is yet

s demonstrated in
actual practice.

TRIBUNE, March 1973,—I

February 22, 1973 assured
the Assembly and
nation that there wa: “no
food crisis” as al'eged in
tha country. Mrs. Bandara-
naike who was answering
a question raised by the
Leader of the Opposition,
Mr. ). R. Jayawardene,
sai1 that any person, who
read the newspapers, would
have got the impressicn
that such a crisis existed,
She said that fcod was
being supplied to the Peo-
ple as before, and  she
did not want to comment
on newspaper ethics,

Mrs. Bandaranike tabled
a reply in answer to the
question made by the Lea-
der of the Opposition,
and then made a statement
on the food * ! situation,
which she said, she was
obliged to make for the
benefit of the public. She
said that in the country’s
recorded history, (it has
been stated that Ceylon
was once considered the
granary of  the
no one had died of star-
vation, During  World
War |l when there was a
food shortage, the people
had resorted to substitu-
tes such as manioc, jak
and sweet potatoes.

Today, the people were
using flour as a substitute
for rice, but it could not
be hoped that wheat could
be grown in this country

the

. from « Burma,

east), ~

Tribunan:=

economically.  The question
could be asked as to who
was responsible for the pre-

sent situation. Her answer
was that all - thuse present
in the House, as well as
those wh% were there for-
merly, were to blame. Thr
leader of the  Obpesit ua
too shoul! k- proy o to
ac ept the blance, sh: said.
She added iliar there

was no ‘uul crisis as alle-
ged, and food ‘vas sr-olied

to the people as before.
Mrs. BRardaranaike cthen -
‘outlined the difficulties
faced by the Go.>rnment
in regard to the supply
of rice. iy

Last vyear's' Ya's  crop
was affected by an .a-
precedented wrougnt. The

available rice in tne counury
too could not be purchased
as at that time the Gov-
ernment did not have the
menopuly  of  purshacie
ricc from the -profuzes.
The nartial failure of the .
Yala crop .was still with
us. The stock woull
prove ir, Marrclt sinn the
bulk of the. Mana ergp
tco wnuid “be 2vailable at
this< time. Resides, rice
Zakestan  -nd
China too would arrive
in March.

The Geysanmziit haa
taken steps <z increase.
rice producti== by increa-’
ing the guarante:d price
for paddy. .° This would
serve as an incentive or
more  production. The
price of rice in the world
market had incrersed,
and this year's price was
200 per cent more, as
compared ty last year.

im- -
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She had received a cable
yesterday that a ton of
- rice would cost £200 per
ton. Speculators, the Pre-
mier said, "created artificial
shortages and that  was
why raids wer: carried
on by the Government
> a deterrent against the
-mecnumations ¢ speculators.

Mrs.  Bandaranaike con-
cluding thanked the ‘ov-
ernme=*c of China, Pakistan
_and - Burma Jor “soming to
Srt— lankas ald  despite

. the difficilties these coun-
" tries . were  facing.

Mr. J,"R. layewardene:
| asteu for bread and got
a stone.’

Mr. J. R. lJayewardene:
(Leader of the Opposition)

etatcd  aarlier that he had
wrie?n o the Prime Minis-
ter that hé& intended to
ask on " February 22, 1973,
in . the National - State
Assembly,  the  following
quastions ~.of  an  urgent
-aaracter and refating to

a morter of public impor-
tah-e, na

—— " .

- (1 Will thé Prime ‘Minis-
ter mak> a Sliatement to
the Jesemwuly on the scar-
L.y ot feod  prevailing
in the island today and
the ~“mr. ares . taken by
tne Goveri.ment to meét

this crisis, witk particular
reference to— S

(@) .thew buffer  stocks
- of ‘rice .. ana_ flour that,
" were avaiadie-_on Decem-
ber 3|, A2
(b) the arrangements
madsz  to procure supplies
of rice and “flour from
abroad for the year 1973
(¢! whether the Prime
Mivister and the Cabinet
we e informed of the fai-
lure to secura these sup-
lies—-if ' so.  when?

6

(d) the action taken to
remedy the fallure to ob-
tain supplies from abroad;

(e) the amount of paddy
and rice purchased by

the Government in 972,
and how far these pur-
chases fell below the tar-
get anticipated.

(2) Will the Assembly
be given an opportunity
to discuss the grave food
situation ' prevailing in ' the

country on the 22nd or 23rd
February 19732

Mrs. Bandaranaike: re-
plied that she would make
a statement after
interval,

After the
statement, Mr.
dene  wished to
whether they
a debate on
statement.

Mr. Maitripala
nayake: (Leader of the
House) replied that they
could do so on ‘“the next
sitting day.”

The Prime Minister
thus issued a fiat that
there is “no food crisis”
as alleged. Being now in
the era of the Press Coun-
cil, it is difficult to know
just what we can say and
what we cannot.

But in the meantime,
it would be open to us
to point out that there is
a food crisis in the greater
part of the world. Only
in  Sri  Lanka, under the
benign rule of the United
Front, we have no ‘food
crisis.”

A NEWS AGENCY report
(AFP),  datelined  Geneva
February 9, appeared in
many  newspapers throug-
hout the world under the
heading FAOQ WARNS

Premier’s
Jayewar-
know
could have
the Premier’s

Sena-

has

‘MILLIONS

the tea:

MAY DIE | IN
FAMINE THIS YEAR: this
is the text of the message.
“The  United  Nations
Food and Agricultural
Organisation (FAO) experts
have warned that several
million people might die
of hunger this year in all
the countries situated bet-
ween Dakar, on the West

African Atlantic coast, and
Dacca, in the "East, due
to insufficient rains and
rise in cereal prices. The
experts, meeting in Rome
to  streamline program-
mes of the FAO and the
Economic Commission for
Europe, said India . 'had
finally ordered "only three
million tons which would
cost her almost as much
as the six million tons
she originally wanted “to
import. Prices had now

risen far above the possi-

bilities of the developing
countries, even for credit
buying, for they ‘were
already deep in debt. -

“The experts said in" six

months, the price of .a
ton cf wheat, transport
included, had risen .: from
68 to 120 dollars. This

increase was essentially due
to massive orders by the
Soviet Union of 27 to 30
million tons of wheat, to
be supplied . over three
years. They said many
other countries had also
bought cereals and silos
contained only 296 mil-
lion tons of what compared
with 49.7 million tons a

year  ago.
“In addition the massive
orders, like that from ' the

Soviet Union bit deeply in to
stocks endangering the fu‘ure.
And finally the world’s merc-
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hant fleet was only just suffi-

Tribunania

than talking in my sleep.-
| have a perfectly harm-

less, dreamvy chat with
people | thought were
my friends, and the next

thing |. know we have a
lot  of banner-headlined

“TRIBUNE; March 1973,—|

I'd have kept mine shut,
which | don’t normally
do when I'm dreaming.
I'm no green-horn when
it comes to living in a
world of my own. I've

! This is how the report pect Britain to increase
sent to suppiy these huge read: “ Sri Llanka’s Trade its economic .ald  to Sri
orders, Ministry Secretary Jayantha Lanka following an urgeut
But "already the ports and Kelegama on Thursday left appeal by Mrs. Bandara-
road, . transport of customer for Pakistan to  obtain npaike to . British  Prime
'c:untr’iesd w_ei'rhe‘ satcirateg urgent  rice surpp::iles’ to  Minister Edward Heath”

_ they said, ey appealed avert a serious fuod short-
' te  producers t>u; ipn‘::réa-se age in the country. Current hAs hris c?"l }?e i
the “area under cultivation. stocks are barely sufficient thgre A T ogds 7
They  also urged customer to meet this morth's re- SIS d “‘f‘;‘l‘"e’t" il A
countries to increase their quiremerts. The shortage WOU e d —
own efforts, and  they is because of delays in La"4@ ~was- undergoiny a
: ! 4 : i “cisis” in  the same wa
~hoped  that the monsoon delivery by  China, the = €SI ! el
rains would be abundant main supplier. e Eou"mes = e
Cin India s year. bR e e =, st a0
i food crisis  because the
"But these proposals “Sri Lanka's rice produc- co-ops were ab'c o sell
concern the future, still tion is not sufficient to the rations of rice and.
several months  away. meet its requirements and flour was cacuistry.
For the moment, FAO (he deficit is made up by  That there is a shortage
experts admit that noth- imports from China under in Sri Lanka must be wimir-
ing can be done for the ; "Sino-Sri Lanka bilateral ted. Off-ration  rice s
millions of Africans and (p,de agreement. However only available at a price,
Asians threatened with China has indicated that in  spite of the seizures
famine. it would be wunable to and requisitioning of sioviz
ANOTHER - AGENCY des- help Sri Lanka as Burma qn February |l
patch  also  referred ‘to has defaulted in its  sup- '
.certain developments in plies to China because It is good to know that
Sri Lanka. Ard it set out of a severe drought. The thére is ‘“no food crisis
certain ““facts” which indi- Government is now arrang- in the country. This is
cated  that Ceylon was ing to send delegations not a fairy tale. The Frime
short of fool because its to Egypt and Japan, which Minister has told wus +~ : :
domestic  production- had have surplus stocks of rice, the crisis was a ~concect- :
.not  increased  adequately. Meanwhile, observers ex- ion of the -ii@wspapers. :
" HECTOR : had a pretty lopg 'eputa- -
) : et o T tion as a  born -d'ramer.”
"DREAMS ARE MADE OF THIS My facher though. so, my
: BY teacher —said so, .my girl
friesid suspected " se.  and,
CANAX -not  surprisins’;, my vife
FLL NEVER again talk out rumours of a  Cabinet says she knows so. In
of turn, | can tell you crisis and of people get- _the face of such life-long
that. I'l even gladly skip ting kicked upstairs and praise, it's only my inbe::
my turn, if it’s all the downstairs and--ah, well, humility tha. has helped
same  to you, especially you know how that line me keep my lead, if only-
when it comes to talking goes, If I'd even suspected in the clouds. Why, | even
in my dreams, .which | that Mr. Niyathapala would remember the time, a
seem . to dv more often go shooting his mouth off, few years back, when

some Minister said ‘| dreamed
a  dream’ and  every-
body went ga-ga over
what he said he dre:irind, .
my wife kept urging me
to take to politics because, .
she said, | could out-dieam

A



From The Easy Chair

the whole ruddy lot in
Pariiament with my eyes
wide open and both feet
firmly on the- ground. |

deciined, of course. | still
prefer dreams to, night-
mares. ‘

TO CFT L. to my own
wool%y world. .| “keep drea-

ming -so  mapy - dreans’

I've -ctopped  maintaining
an index card-system of
records for- ready" refe-
rence. If 1 can’t recall a
particular ‘dream, . and |
find | want. to, | don't
behave like so- many in-
somniacs  worrying  them-
selves. to  death. instead
of to sleep. | simply go
ahead ~:nd have another
dreara ~juct like the other
one, and niwe times out
of ten .fit’s: just as good.
(I didn’t make it -ten times
~out of ten so my statis-
tics  will ‘appear real, not
dréam~2-up, So .* don’t
asik ahout the tenth. It's
the “one that. gat away.)

1-. ‘wasi't  dreaming of
anyth'ng _iny partictier, but
ev_.ything in wgenerdl (it
takes_ti. to be ahle to
do. this=aitout 30 years’

time)  when;~ somehow, |°

found myself in Hector's
company. It's  probably
sare  to, dssyme. thag, for
his part, Hect.or too found
“himself in”_rime, | can't
dream up ‘any " reason for
finding ourselves thus, but
that’s- because [I'm afraid
"m no Freud, and don’t
get raid like he was any-
way., ’

We talked  of  many
things, like cabbages and
kings and - the conversa-

two when | thought |
Niyathapala 2 little to

Niyathapaja
and ! aie very close friends,
much closer
what you would call
fact dream
because that’s
keep meeting him

scrupulously
policy of first-
come-first-served
| pzid no attention
to Niyathapala.

compliment.
matter—that

was looking for something.
It was only after the news-
realised he
had been |ooking for trou-

remember-who-now,
too only because

to show me, like 38-24-36.)

self-effacing sort

of character he hasn’t yet

little chit-chat, He seemed

cross my drean that had
Hector been armed = with
a ‘mammoty  (which  he
wasn't), he would have
dug himseli into the good
earch  rather than ' stand
there and listen to me
sing his praises.

One of the things |
praised was his land reform,
especially the  missionary
zeal he brought "to the
task. “‘Keep at it, Hector,”
I remember saying, ‘‘and
you simply can’t miss.”

He began fidgeting with
his fingers. “Miss what?"
he asked, not even looking
me in the eye.

*Miss the bus,” | said
assuringly. “You'll  get
there ahead of the others.”

Hector looked apologe-
tic. “But | always -use

my Benz,” he said.

“Your name will go down
in history,” | said, but he
wouldn’t believe me. He
squirmed  visibly when |
said he was a national
hero, but worked up suffi-
cient courage to ask why
| thought so.

“Because,” | said, ‘‘you've
given the peasants their
rightful  place. You're

giving them the [and they
want so much,”

He brushed it aside as
though it was undeserved,:
if not worthless praise."
“Nonsense,” he said with '
an embarrassed smile, “tit's
nat = my land I'm  giviag
them." :

“But . you've won . e
hearts of the  people,”
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| cried.

He - wouldn’t be-

lieve. that, either.
“Look, Hector,” | said
at  last, “'don’'t be so
impossibly ©  modest. “You
may not think much of
yourself, but the people
think - differently and you
can’t stop them thinking
what they want because
this  country is  wedded

to' démocracy.”

He blushed (like a schooll

girl, 1 suppose, only |
don't know what a ' school-
girl's  blush is like). “I

have no idea what you're
talking about,” he blurted.

That . was when | told
him the unpalatable truth.

He recoiled in horror.
“What are you saying!”
he cried. . “That | can
become the next Prime .
Minister?” I had never
seén- Hector so agitated
before, but there ' was
ood . reason for that; |
ad never seen him be-
fore, agitated or other-
wise.

“Wes,”’ | said,  “That’s
what I'm saying.” -
POOR HECTOR ' became

an almost . incoherent, qui-
vering mass, but he managed
to make this much clear:

“But | pledged my full
support  and  co-operation
to the Prime Minister,”
he cried. “l have never
betrayed = her, nor will
| ever do so."” '
“You talk as though |

asked you to cut anybody’s
throat,” | yelled. *‘I know
you're not the sort of
percon who'll do anything

~ TRIBUNE, MARCH  1973—1

-in- so

wrong or improper. What

'm. - saying is that, the
way  you're going, you
can’t help becoming Prime

- Minister.”

He calmed down a  bit,
but still didn’t see things
my way. ‘You're a born
dreamer,” he sighed.

“Thanks,” |  whispered,
accepting, the = compliment
with practised ease. ‘“‘Right
now | can dream of a
couple of Ministers  of
Aﬁriculture before you
who didn’t do even one-
tenth of what you've done
short a time, and
yet they got to the top,
and one even got a sto-
mach-ache while up there.”

“l can stand anything
but a stomach-ache,” said
Hector, gently and pensi-

vely rubbing his tummy.

“If -you get one,” | ad-
vised him, “don’t run
away and hide in a ship,
for that remedy was tried
before and proved ineffec-
tive. What you ' should
do is go to your nearest
Doctor.”

“Who's

the specialist,”
he asked.

“NM or Colvin?”’

“They're  both  specia-
lists of sorts,”” | said, *‘but
they claim one hundred
per cent success only in
cases of stomach-ache in-
duced by themselves,”

HECTOR said not a word
for several minutes, but
he had a far-away, dreamy
look in his eyes, so I
knew | was not the only
one who was dreaming.

From The Easy Chait

His gaze was downward.
“lI love the land,” he s3id
softly, picking up a handful

of earth, '"and | fove the
people. I'l * do  anything
for them. But | still can’t
believe  such-  things  are
in store for me."”

“You have n~ :mhicgn,

Hector,” | admonished him,
“buc don't let every Tom,
Dick or Colvin fool you.
In these hard you
have tu fool
yourself.”

umes,
learn - to

"‘That was all :hat took
place. So now you know
where Niyathapala - got the

gen for the outrageous
charge he made in public,
distorting in the process

happ:ned  in
aever realised
the things one can do
with . an innocent bit of
conversation. At least, not
until I saw what Niya ha-
pala did with it. b

what  really
my dream,

| know there's a lot of
talk about . safeguarding-
Cabinet secrecy, but . what °
I'd like to “see . is I :isla-.
tion to  en3ure di>*m
secrecy. “

WE APOLOGISE FOP
THE DELAY I[N PRODU-
CING THIS ISSUE OF
TRIBUNE. WE HOPE TO
OVERCOME THE TECH-
NICAL DIFFICULTIES HOL-
DING UP SCHEDU'ES
SHORTLY.
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~IN'AND A

Safari in Ceylon

ROUND s
ANURADHAPURA

— a little philosophising —

of the.drought.’

At a time when people

would be coming  back
to. their chenas, two
men on a _bicycle passed
ne, one carrying 2 gun
in a cross-wise position
_on the bicycle. 1 was going

10

) BY
ALKARDI  MUGANA

AT HABARANA | .saw’ a to be in its firing line
very rare kind  of plantain as we passed, . but  with
called ' Marratawalu, very 2 neat gesture, he lifted
tasty and worth the un- the muzzle so that it poin-
usual price | had to pay ted over my head at the
for it. lLike all exotic right moment. This 1s what
plantains it  cane from | had been taught in my
Kandy. | had missed the tender years, and what
s an . coming _into Habarana much later | had been
as | had dozed off in the trained to do, and it was
bus. Beyond  Habarana something that had been
towards Kekirawa  most 'decidedly lacking in people
of ine country Is jungle. who one would have tho-
" Cultivation = of paddy has ught would have known
nct yet . started.  There better (since they were
are some fine tanks behind the only people authorised
Ritigala, miles .'from -any to carry guns) not so very
main ‘roads, and one of long ago, and it was pleas-
these  lIrrigates a ~great ing that a person whom
sirecch of paddy frelds, but most people would call
|  dig—not see quite as a yokel or a raw villager,
many young peopte- about had such good manners
as 1.did in " villages else- in the matter of firearms.

whee' e o TRl
{ his %:r.ighi;..' have been There are villages around
an _illasiong or rather de- here that are four or five
Jysion” * ecause they ™ may miles from a bus route,
have been just out of my and routes Where buses
sight. - Abba whatever that are very irregular in their
is,, Is being grown in the schedules. The children
cnenas, ‘and  chillies and in the villages can go to
hill “paddy. tod. The chenas their village school  until
“are. doing badly because they are about fourteen,

but to do the S.S.C. they
have a problem. There is
not only the long walk
to a bigger school but
also a very long bus jour-
ney. So it would seem
that in some villages,  there
are no children doing the
§$.S.C. while in others

where there are children
doing it, thei- only way
to cope with the problem
is to board themselves
in towns where schools
have the S.5.C.. courses.

THERE . ARE = about- six
kinds of rushes out of
which mats can be weaved.
Near me, at the moment
are ~ bundles of three of
these. About three feet
long, and making a nice
soft mat, is gal-lena. Vary-
ing in length from four
to six feet is havang, 2
wider reed. Six feet long
and at least half-an-inch
wide is Thungiriya.  All
three are found in this
village. ~ They are found
near paddy fields where-
ever there is  constant
water. | have just spied
a fourth rush on this
verandah, thal-kola,  which
is of course a leaf from
the thal tree, and it is
used to make . baskets,
It is under three feet long,
and too short for mats.
All these are given the
general name of  pang.
Three kinds of pang out
of which mats can also
be weaved are pothu pang.
mal-lena and  boru  pang,
the last being the = best
of all, so | am told. They
can all be used to weave

baskets. There is  still
another kind, | have just
found in another village
indi, about a foot long

and it is used for making

hats. It is really a |leaf
from a small palm' which
has a fruit which ‘can
either be eaten raw, or
soaked first in salt water
to make it more tasty or
made Into a sweet called
dodol.
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THE KALA WEWA - men-
- tioned in. ‘these notes be-
fore,. looks * like two big
tanks joincd by a water
way, The over-flow is by
this water-way, and  half-
way along the bund. Each
“half” of the Kala Wewa
would be a very big tank
alone if that was all there
was of it. The land below
the bund might be like
any part of the southern,
‘‘western or north-western
Provinces  where there
were coconut estates,
thus testifying to the fact
that this is not only a
very old tank, but that it
has been well populated
with people all along. The
bund is covered with trees,
good big ones, so that
it looks like a little forest.

There was only a veneer
of jungle at one place
below the bund, such as
one might find in some
places in Colombe.

These impressions ~ from

a. moving bus might need

some correction later. An
old person sitting beside
.me tells me that there

-are many old jungle tanks
not far from where we
are, that s some miles
to the south of the Kala

Wewa, two of which, if
they were restored, would,
eac of them, provide
water for a whole host
of other tanks which could
also be restored. | The
particular areas are called
“50 thulana” and “49
thulana”, whatever that
may mean in “Dhakuna
Kala  Gamapalatha” or
more specifically “Battahira

Kirilalowa Korale.”

One of thé two tanks
is called *‘Rathmalla Wewa",

. PRIBUNE, March 1973—|

He has been writing to the
Government for the last
sixty years, he says. Twice
people have looked at the
place, but that is so far
as government action has
gone, He wanted me to
do some thing to rouse
the authorities, and writing
this is the most | can do
to help, was my reply.
Farmstead around here have
planted teak along their
frontage with the road,
and elsewhere in their
gardens, too, and | also
saw halmilla, quite a |ot
of it, but not nearly on
the same scale as the teak.

IN THE RITIGALLA
impressed with the number
of fine houses, all tradi-
tional village ones, in that
place, | asked if there
was a walauwa too, and |
got the njce answer that
all  the houses were
walauwas. 1 had thought
that the walauwa was the
Ceylonese  equivalent  of
the English squire’s house,
but what ever it may mean
| liked the answer | have
received to my question.
I was convinced, too, with
his reply.

Our old style
houses may not be im-
pressive from outside, but
they are very well furnished.

area,

village

There is a great contrast
in villages. Some of them
have a wvery utilitarian

look or rather, the houses
in those villages. | have
already remarked that in
Puttalam some houses are
built  entirely of cadjan,
even the exterior walls
but inside there is often
considerable refinement
and no looks at all of im-
permanency. | had found

;S.dfa;f

this, too, previously, in
Africa, in the case of grats
huts, 7

One consequence of civi-
lization is that neople corme
to be dominated by - civiliz-
ing  instruments. They will
wait ground for a bus fo
hours rather than walk, is
but one exampls. Nz the -
really educated man is not

- like  this, ~ The older civil
servants will go out of their
way to  walk five miles.

They wrould have put -gside
time to do so. | think theirs’

was the better way. To-
-walk two miles npow has
become.  almost infra-dig
unless the wey' ds not o
bus route. S

With all this, there is-

something about- the- vil-
lager which is  sary  sane .
and  healthy, people are
not dominated by time.
This'  works  both ways. .
This evening | saw a villager*
working right up to the
dusk.” but they are il
not  dominated b, the
clock. - * When " - they - are
going anywhere, they have
a tendency. to star,
dawn, which .1 fing too
early. Life. itself y2ems ¢o
count_.for more iha: ‘e
use ‘of time. ' 5
This  means that the
will.ger  often gives you
something of  this . time,
because he is not bound

by the clock. But he knows:
when his work has .to be
done and he is pFimarily .

a paddy farmer. This may
make him in some cases,
not so particular apout
the weeds that grow
round his vegetables.

think it is primarily 2
question of his  knowing

"



i there
" “about .nthe grass by the

Safari

wnstinctively’ -what he can
do and what ]
do, and- in the last resort
he knows he has to keep
himself fit" both ,physically
and mentally for hQis paddy
cultivation. If he  fails in
that, all else fails and he
knows it.

LAST' NIGHT . three of -us
set off from -a. house.
stopped - for something or
one of us would almost
certzinly have stepped on
a mapila, a very dangerous

snake, ~We saw. it and
there was «frantic activity."
While -one of us had the
.napila  covered  with  his
torch, . the other dashed
madly the few yards to

the gate . to find a stick.
He moved as- quickly as
| have seen’ +ugger players
move at times in a match
but he took a few seconds
to find, a2 stick. Then he
{aid -about’ the mapila, but
he . vas rather bindered
- by - the - vegetation over-
- hanging “the_ . snake ., Next
was hectic poking

six_ - ssho  had®  gathered,
bur here was _ no mapila.
it~ had rscaped " and no-
one was, at.all happy about
that.* . J

Walking _throtigh paddy
fields some minutes later,
we . flushed out some wild
pigs. ‘We heard their splash
in -the wdter as they took
alarm.” The motning revea-

led their track through
the growing paddy.

IN  ANURADHAPURA, 1
saw four double bullock

carte loaded with cadjans,
and on top of the cadjans
a veat little . bundle of
sttaw. | asked one of the
men syme -questions, He

0

he canhot °

We -

was - very friendly. The
carts had brought their
load of cadjans from Kuru-
negala  taking five days
over the journey, starting
at six and finishing at six
each day, with a break
between eleven and three,
but even then not stick-
ing to a strict schedule.
They had arrived the night
before and the bullocks
looked fit.  They hoped
to sell their cadjans at
Rs. 22/— a hundred. The
cost in foreign exchange
of the whole operation—
nil. Our socialists will not
see it, of course, that way.

Anuradhapura is  begin-
ing to loock up. 1 saw last
night its first bit of refine-

ment in ten Yyears — a
public = clock at the Bank
Street roundabout leading
to the Central school,

which is a very fine school.
| stands over the round-
about and it is held up by

four arched pillars and it
faces four ways, up and
down Bank Street and the
other two roads. It s
large enough and high
enough to be seen at a
cohsiderable ' distance away.
So we shall all now know

. the time with out having

to ask for it.

Chena ‘cultivation for
the time of the year has
not yet started in these
parts—that is, the felling,
burning and clearing of
jungle for cultivation
of  gingelly. Felling of
course, has started. The
chenas | have referred to
up to now are those clear-
ed up to the start of
the NE monsoon  last
November, or one more
permanent goda iddung or

the

“high  land”  cultivation,
that is, everrthing but
kumbury which word means
paddy fields.

The high land that has
been cultivated has suffe-
red because of tne drought
this month, the immature
chillies falling off the plants
for lack of water, and
other crops = just  dying
off. Where the crops have
been watered, either by
hand or pump this has
not been their lot. The
goviya takes this all very
philosophically. He is ysed
to vagaries in the weather,
and somehow he will not
starve, and he seems to
be covered by some kind
of insurance  with the
mudalali.

the
wortries,

Government
concerned
are Wwith public
reaction and the loss of
the seat of power either
by one way or the other—

It s
which
as they

normally it would be
through the ballot  box
in a general election. . But
where no elections are
held there is not this
safety valve. Perhaps It ic
as well, for the country
is not ready for a general
election yet. It needs a
little more time to sort
itself ~ out. Most  people

accept the U.N.P. and ' the
United Frent' as the alter-
native  Govdernments  in
a fatalistic sort of way.

MOST PEOPLE in power,
whether in or out of the
Government are mesmerized
by the labour problem
that capitalism threw up,
and its - constant ' potential
threat to good  order,
which 'more often - than
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not takes the form of
" strikes. There was no
lack of people waiting to
capitalize " on this.  But
there' comes a, new. ele-
ment in April 1971. We
must  distinguish  batween
the form this took and
its cause, We shall pro-
bably never know the real

cause. - But the form it
‘‘took was the ability of
young people, the new
generation to combine tc

effect their ideals. whether
they were mistaken or not.

" That is the new element’
and | cannot but feel that
it has supplanted the older

worker — employer anta-
gonisms. Any person today,
whether it be executive
or worker, first looks

on himself as a young man

and he hardly
-- — thinks of himself as a wor-
ker or an employer—I
do not think | am wrong

when | say that the young

men of the western world

are looking to the east
.to sort out their physio-
- logical problems, but they
-are [ooking in a cultural
sense and not in a reli-
gious sense, for they [ar-
gely have no  religion.
They come largely from
Protestant parts, and not
Catholic. You do not see
any  French, Spanish or
Italians  here.

Perhaps it is well that
this little philosophical dis-

cussion of mine should
be written in  Anuradha-
pura, for when | first saw
it after many years which
was ten years ago, |
thought . it would make 32
wonderful  university city,
_~"its. ruins  with its park-
+ _~like  country comparing

o
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very favourably, | should
think, to places like Christ
Church  Meadows in the
older university cities, and
much  more spacious of
course. |t is places where
one can talk that makes
the university, and not
classes or lecture halls—
Sir  Ivor  Jennings knew
this  when he  planned
Peradeniya, At that time,
| should imagine, Anuradha-
pura was still much a
jungle,especially the ruined city
areaswhich now form the parks.

Someone has told me
that the new street clock
in Anuradhapura was
donated to the town by
Germans, and that the
citizens of the town subs-
cribed towards its erection.
The actual cost of the
erection was half that of
the final subscription, and

the other half of the sub-
scribed - money is  going
to be used for scholarships.
The clock is controlled from
the Bank of Ceylon building.

This has been a tiring
day, and | have given much

attention to what | should
write. | can only mention
what forced itself on my
attention and what other
impressions | formed., First
the amount of firewood
for sale on the Puttalam

side of the Kala Oya bridge
along a considerable stretch
of road. Each bundle of
sticks cost |0 cents, or
twe cents a stick. One
often  hears of plitical
interference with the bur-

eaucracy Wwherever one s
in Ceylon.  This  might
be 2 good thing where

the politician or the minis.
ter of state acts as a kind
of swedish ombudsman

Safari

whatever it is, between the
citizen and the bureaucracy,
relieving some of the harsher
situations  caused by the
rule of our’ inelastic law,
but usually ‘political inter-
ference’ is not wused in
that sense, but as some-
thing more . capricisus,
sectarian  and political
. There seems- to be very
little of that here in this
part of the country and |
cannot help but be impressed
by our government servants,

_BANGLADESH

BEFORE THE
ELECTIONS
From A Special Correspondent
Dacca, .
. There is pathing strange.
in the fact that in 1973,
in, spite  of " the position
taken by China with
gard to the recognition
of Banradesh, the admission
of 'a new state in the sub-
continent to the U.N.
has céased "o be an acute -
and - -

international  question

a No. F. problem. i
The existence of an in-
dependent- * Ben uli state
is »o2n irrevgceb e fact

.now and there will bz:no
way back—the idea nou-

rished in Peking and Islama-
“bad till recent time. Hardly
anybody can have any doubt
in this regard, ! _

ONLY ONE year has passed
since Bangladesh was libe-
rated. But the countr
has been recognised al-
ready by 95 states of the
world, the USA inc'uded.
For the last half a ysar
the internal political sity- .
ation has also marledly .
stabilized ‘and this is " a
vignificant  phencmerou  in

13
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" Bangladesh

.our

% unstable  contempo-
rary  world. Moreover,
in spite of prophecies and
forecasts . of numerous

‘enemies o¢f Bangladesh, the

young Republic, not only
has not perished from
hunger  and devastation
‘during and sfter the civil
war, but. on the contrary
has found strengch  and
means to ° liquidagte the

chaos in economy, switched

over to the .restoration
of the economy and has
natiopalized several

branches', of ihdustry - for

“instance, the jute industry,

~-amounting* to

- wof.,

commercial
companies

as. well as
banks, insurance
ete.

At the same time, a .ot

preolems  still - remain,
since It -ic. known that in
thc  course of . the civil
war, in the. course of this
short  but savage war, the
country. has suffered losses
kmnost  half
its national income.
Even now, there_are shor-

or

. tages of ' foodstuffs, clothing
"the total absence of quali-
" fied .manageriat staff, mal-

" functioning - of

the system
of foreivn trade.

porty” < an  acute financial

. shortage "is felt.

Shei'k'h _ Mufibur  Rahman,
however, is taking .active

:and _ resolute measures.
The Bangladesh government
. has lately published the
first plan -of economic
development for 1972-
1973, 'a five year plan of
the development of the
Bangiadesh  economy is
being elaborated, the coun-
try is  receiving  credits
both from the Western
countries, the U.S.A inclu-
de¢, and the East Euro-
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pean  countries.

- -

of trans- .

ALL IN ALL, despite the
difficulties, the  prospects
of Bangladesh development
may be regarded as not
so bad,  Sheikh Rahman
and his party enjoy popu-
larity in the country. Last
mid-December the Consti-
tuent  Assembly  adopted
the first ° Constitution of
Bangladesh  where  princi-
ples of nationalism, socia-
lism, democracy and secu-
larism were  proclaimed
as a basis of the policy
of the new state, It is
expected that - the forth-
coming elections which
will take place in March
will  further strengthen
the political position of
the Awami League: this
is the opinion of both
political and - business cir-
cles. For instance, such
is the view of the inter-
national London  Financial
Times which had carefully
studied the situation pre-
vailing in the Subconti-
nent.

And it is not incidental
that the majority of obser-
vers recognize the realistic
nature and  effectiveness
of the peaceful - foreign
policy of the young Repub-
lic. The Chairman Mao’s
thesis that the populer
movements East
Bengal had been inspired
by India, that Bangladesh
itself was an Indian puppet
etc. is not substantiated.
Besides, as Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman pointed out at 2
meeting held last Novem-
ber in connection with
his decoration with the
international peace meda!,
Peking's policy with regard
to Bangladesh in general
runs counter to the states-
ments by the

in

Chinese-

Leaders about peace and
support of the oppressed
peoples.  Mujibur has cate-
gorically stated that Bang-
ladesh “would never be a
pawn on the _chessboara
of the global policy of a
great power.”

EVEN PAKISTAN'S
dent Bhutto does
at present an

to the recognition  of
Bangladesh and to  the
normalization of relations
with that country. He
has repeatedly stated that
“the past mistakes should
be overcome’. Such a
position is more realistic
than  categorical  declara-
tions of Peking to the
effect that China will allow
Bangladesh to join  the
U.N. “only after the prob-
lems of the Subcontinent
have been settled.”” Peking
has in mind not only the
question of the return of
the Pakistani POWS, but
some  other ‘“‘non-speci-
fied problems.” Just those
problems, according  to
Peking, ‘“‘create  cbstacles
to peace and normalization
of relations in the sub-
continent.”

Presi-
not see
alternative

What is behind this vague
formula? It is not difficult

to guess. The Chinese are
insistently ~ persuading  the
delegates of Bangladesh to
the U.N. that Peking. will
change its ‘approach to the

Republic only in case Dacca
frees itself of Indian and
Soviet  influence. This is
Peking's main condition. -

One can understand the
stand of the Peking leaders,
They are obviously annoyed
by the existence of an
independent state friendly
to Moscow and New Delhi
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i - the  Sabcontinent in the
close proximity from China
and” on the ' crossroads - of
routes important for China.
The creation of Bangladesh
has indeed - changed  the
balance  ‘of power in the
Subcontinent, not in China’s
favour, And  Mao. does
not want to lose his in-
flueace in this area, He
wants to  enter the club
of the . great powers on
an equal footing. The
more so since Bangladesh,
apart from its  strategic
position, is  of ideolo-
gical importance to Peking
—Bengal (both parts of it)
has always been the center
of Maoist activities in the
Subcontinent.

‘Now while the situation
in ~ Bangladesh is hotting
up in the course or pre-
eléction struggle, it would
have been logical for local
.Maoist leaders to try and
incréase the tension even
further. Sheikh = Mujibur
has repeatedly stated that
certain elements endeavour
to create chaos in the
cotintry, to Incite religion
and communal contradi-
tions, to undermine inde-
pendence from the inside.

Simultaneously reports
are coming about the ever
increasing  activities . of the
opposition National Awami
Party headed by Maulana
Bhashani, a - politician with
pro-China  leanings. !n the
course of the pre-election
campaign he ° succeeded
in uniting . 14.. oppositien
parties and  organisations
and in setting up of a
joint © action committee..
One ' may suggest that the
gomaiittee ' not ‘only orga-
pizes  meetings, appealing
‘- to resist the policy of the
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keenly examining is the
likely orientation of the
Bangladesh government on

‘Bangladesh government, organize foreign and domes”
which is called a “fascist” tic trade, and also they
one by Bhashani  whose - attack with arms govern-
partisans are acting in the mental authority. It s
countryside and in the reported  that terrorist
towas, trying to frustrate the activities and armed strug-
economic measures of the gle are increasing from
country’s government, to dis- day to day.
ARAB COUNTRIES AND BANGLADESH
There are indications with his Awami League
in  political and diplo- including the progress-
matic circles that the ive and left forces, " the
Governments of Arab Arab  countries . would |
countries are watching be duly impressed and
the elections in Bangla- early  recognition by
desh with great «care Arab countries is likely
and attention. On the out- to follow. It is signi-
come of the elections ficant that the . election
it is expected that Arab manifestos of practically -
countries  would  base all political parties in
their future attitude to Bangladesh do not differ
the newest state in  very much from - each
South Asia. These con- other. It has been. noted
tries are aware that that in all the plans
Mujibur  Rahman  and of  nationalisation, the
his Party would most Awami League has deli-
probably  sweep the berately lefc the tea
polls, but what they are industry out—an indus-

try where.the British stili
have domir_lant interests.
Anothel " significant fac-

internal  and external tor which has been a
affairs. Will  Mujibur matter of -<comment is
Rahman fulfil the elec- the diametrically diffe-
tion pledges set out in, rent  policies: of the
the Manifesto of the Great Powers towards
Awami League on Feb- Bangladesh. While China
ruary 20?7 Will he show is said to have extended
enough political wisdom sympathetic support to
to find a way out of the -~ Maulana-Bashani-led
the deadlock which has extremists groups, the
arisen on the subconti- USA has been active
‘nent? Or does he merely mainly in zeeking to
want to win 2 parlia- create a powerful lobby
mentary majority to for itself. India and the
stay in power ‘‘by legal USSR have not hidden
and constitutional means” their  sympathies to
for another 5 years? Mujibur Rahman and are

There is not the sli- doing everything to sta-
ghest doubt that if blise his regime as the
Mujibur Rahman is able surest guarantee of a
to sweep the polls keep- sovereign and indepen-
ing intact the unity dent Bangla Desh,
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Is it True?

IS IT TRUE?
“Sherotk, Holmes

ABQUT ‘OUR RAILWAYS

IS IT NOT TRUE that on
the first of Jahuary
this " year the Prime Mini-
ster inaugurated the Pro-
duction year by opening
a  Carriage building work-
shop at’ Ratmalana in the
Railway Werkshops?
' That according to infor-
mation the = Railway had
called for tenders for
10 fourcoach Diesel
train sets to be indented
from abroad. as complete
units . cf. one power-
coach and three trailer
coaches each? " That work-
ers at - Ratmalana  repre-
sented, to " the ., Minister
that., the coach * bodies
for the 30 codchey could
be built “‘in.~ Sri Lanka
Railway .  WWorkshops if
che’, under - frames could only
be:purchased from abroad and
~uly the gen power coaches
are imparted as complete units.

That. this being a very big.
step in'-the "annals of the
history * of- the Railway
the Prime Minister “was
invited -. to  declare open
“the ‘new,- Workshop?

IS IT NOT TRUE however,
that what the Prime Minister

was not told was
there are 45 train sets
in © the Railway, some
running and, others
stopped? The 45  sets
bave 135 passenger coaches?
That these were all built
in  the workshops of the

6

Railway  many years ago
but there was no Prime
Minister to proclaim the
the fact?  That coach
bodies were built in the
Railway workshops
far back as 1936? That
it would be interesting
to find out, who was
responsible  for making
the - Prime Minister the
laughing ‘'stock of train trave-
llers and all those who
know about the Railway?

IS IT NOT A FACT that
the  Railway has  desig-
ned and  built its own
under - frames a number
of which are  running?

Was the Minister aware of
this? Why did the Railway
decide to buy the com-
plete units from abroad?
Is it that the  price
in  foreign exchange s
higher or is it incompe-
tence? That at a time when
foreign exchange is not
available to buy even
drugs, this  extravagant
expenditure should be
investigated?

That purchase of
new Diesel power coach-
es cannot be understood
either? That the manner of
purchase s even more
mysterious?  That  Diesel
coaches now running,
cost according to  avail-
able  information,
Rs. 800,000 each?
a new one

ten

That

about:

now ordered’

lsc Rs. 2.2, million ;‘eachd

That an offer from an
East European country of
1.6, million rupees each
was not  accepted? Why?
Was it . because it would
have been a  Government
to Government deal with

no foreign exchange?  Of
course, it would be said
that they were not up to speci-
fication?  Who drew up
the specification?  That,
according to tenderers
the  specification is  far
in excess of the require-
ments of power coaches
and as a result the iden-
tical power units installed
in the Diesel main line
locomotives have to be
fitted to these  power
coaches?  That locome-
tives  trail  hesvy  loads
on long - distances and
on heavy grades up-coun-
try? That the power coach
has to pull only three
coaches but with suffi-
cient power to give good
acceleration on level country?

That according to some,
the specifications for the
purchase of the |ocomo-
tives in 1966 have been
copied with few alter-
ations -here and there?
And so, of = course, the
same  power unit  has

to be fitted? And the cost?
The locomotives cost a little
more than Rs, 850,000, in1968.

Futher,
some,  * vital
clauses in
specifications

according to

safeguarding
other = Railway
were omitted?
That tenderers were
asked to await a new
specification  wpich  never
came? That it is not all- .
eged that the Minister
or  Tender Board has
acted  incorrectly?  That
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1S IT NOT TRUE

TTiat Wwe ma
- ther
to buy coaches.?

that

I s, true they
have called for tenders
according to- . the  requi-
rements = of the Railway
and awarded the® contr-
act in terms of normal
tender procedures?  That
neither the Minister nor
Tender Board had been

given the correct facts?

that
an even more serious matter
should be examined? Are
these purchases necessary
costing, as It does nearly
30 million rupees?  that
of the 45 at existing ones
least |5 or even up Tto
20 are stopped in any
day for repairs? That spares
are difficult as these
power  units purchased
some years ago are obso-
lete and that chey are not
being made anywhere ? Acccor-
ding to a news report some-
time back? That accord-
ing to the tender speci-
fications the Railway
preferred to  have  the
same type of engines and

.gear as those now running.

That there is now no fore-
ign exchange tobuy spares

costing—a  third or less
of the  price of the
power coaches?

FINALLY it is not' true
that there are no
coaches to run the ser-
vices? That new coaches
must be bought? = That
one ‘reason is that the
output of workshops

has fallen badly and that there

are many coaches in a
bad state? That “there
are no spares although
‘most of them were made

in the Railway workshops?
need ano-
50 million  rupees
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Shamba

SHAMBA — |
BY
ANATORY BUKOBA

The  Cultivation Officer down tne middle of the
(C=0.) got to the land first. land and it leads directly
It was 9.10 and | was ten to the river. No house and
minutes late. He had cut where do we sleep tonight?
himself a stick six feet

long to use as a measuring
rod. The first thirty six
feet, | think, from the river’s
edge belongs to Government

From there he
measured 210 feet along
the road and another 210
feet at right angles to it
This is roughly an acre

The land is slightly un-
dulating, and, as far as I

can see, it has two hillocks.
There are a number
dihul  (wood-apple)  trees
on it, and some kumbuk
trees down by the river.
There is .a certain amount
of grass and weed, which
will have to be cut and
many thorn trees for which
|" can see no use. There
are a dozen or so roughly
cut stones which  might
come in useful. The place
not lack for trees,
tall ones by the river
side, short ones on the
property itself.

From the other bank,
the place looks quite beau-
tiful, with a nice pick-
nicking place at one spot
by the river’s edge. It
would be a pity to dig
up the grass there to
plant paddy, although the
paddy could easily  be
watered there by hand
from the river. A footpath
track goes right

It takes a little time
ic get to know the neigh-

bours, and it ‘was. well
that time was spent on
this. The job of expecting

people takes a little time,

too: buses = to meet, and
places’ to visit,” when the
only address one had to
give one’s friends was an
address that did _pot yet
exist and so ‘they. had to
be given other addresses,’
too, to fall back ‘on. It

must” have been after  five
o'clock that | got started
with some work.

As my_ great idea i3 to
have the place. look nice.
and not just cleaned, I
decided to start  with
cutting what grass there
was. For_ this | used ‘an
instrument shaped, like a
fcrk or a spoon, with a
‘cutting edge on both sides;
a piece of iron nailed on
~~-a shaft or handle.
Holding this with one hand
| swing it in a wide arée
from to side, cutting the
grass quite effectively —a
litle at atime. | did until
there was only just enough
light to get down to the
river to wash and get
back to where | was to
stay the night, which ‘vas

the place where | had
borrowed this grass and
weed slasher.
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A POLONGA’™ was killed
today on the main road
‘near our place, It was
a good size and | was
able: to have:'a good look
its markings. As for
wild. animals, | have heard
talk  of elephants,* but |
shall  not say anything
about this until | have more
evidence of their
in these parts..
there  certainly
creatures, - mostly
sight but there just ‘the
same, because you can
both hear ‘and catch glim-
ses of them

*
ae

Wanderoos
are,” sly
out of

else’'s” crops,” too.
promise to be a
nuisance and we shall
to watch our crops.

They
great
have

Another problem is going
to  be . -our neighbour’s
cattle, buffaloes and goats.
The more they ‘eat on the
land now, .the less there
will _be. to ¢ut, ange there
. is* ‘aiso the possibility, that
. theic ‘dung___wil" ~apanure
~ the -lands “but their owners
“-~have acquired a kind of
' proprietaty right' to graze
their, stock ,on" crown land
wnat has nat. béen 2lienated
and unless  one is in a
positron to put up barbed
wire at once, iteis difficult
to exercise ‘control, - Fortu-
nately the. cattle, buffafoes
and goats that < come on
our land. always  come
attended by their owners,
who are friends, and so
it ought not to be difficult
to exercise control when
we. have to do so.

It- .1s galling -not to be
able to find out the names
of plants and scrubs when
one'is on the acwal pro-

18

occasionally
and | saw them -at someone’

existence

cess of clearing. | do not
want to cut anything that
may be beautiful or use-
ful. So many shrubs and
plants . look alike, and it
is when they are small
that they and the trees are
in great danger of being
destroyed. The true culti-
vator would not care. He
would destroy ‘it all and
burn it. :

| am cutting the grass
but I am not going to
burn what | have cut for
fear of destroying  the
grass that | have left un-
derneath, | want  grass,
even poor grass and not
bare earth. | shall remove
what grass | need to re-
move as | plant the vege-
tables.  The true villager
knows the name of every
tree, plant and scrub, |
have gone through the
holding  with  some of
them, but it is not easy
to remember everything
they say or to recognize
all they point out,
SOMETHING else | must
be careful about is not to
damage the tools  that
people lend me. The V.C.
Kdtha which is what |
dsed to cut grass, is a

delicate tool, and its edges
are easily damaged if they

Tare wused on stalks that
are too strong for it or
too stout. It can also be

damaged on stones, and on

rough ground. There are
many of rhese around.
The V.C. curiously stands
for Village Committee or
Council, for its workmen
are given this katha or
slasher to keep short the
grass on the sides of our
roads.

S}mmba

It is great to look back
on the work one has done
in the course of a day or
a few hours, and to see
the transformation that is
taking place.  Then you
look at your hands which,
perhaps, have done no
hard sork for over a year
and you are Proud to see
they are becoming hard
again, and even red with

_the skins coming off in places.

TODAY,
resting
seen

we had an inte-
lunch. | had not
the cook at work,
and so it took me by
surprise, for it looked a
plain  lunch. There was
something about the rice
we had, but | shall not
go into that here. There
was a  vegetable  curry
and a gravy. | asked what
the vegetable was, and |
could hardly believe that
it was what | was told.
It was papaw, half-ripe
papaw, cut into small
pieces and boiled.  While
it was a-boil certain ingre-
dients were mixed and
pounded together such as
mustard, pepper and cum-
min seed. Then this was
added to the papaw. The
gravy  was  yellowish in
colour and one part of it
was  coconut, The rice
was what is called boiled
rice, that is the paddy
was boiled and cthen put
out to dry and when it
was half dry it was husked.
This is polished rice and
not supposed.  to be
nutritious, but | am told
that the unpolished, tice,
if it is cold, is not nutri-
tious either.

the
by

Cutting

‘gracs
that runs

the

verge
road
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Shamba

can® make a gréat difference REPORT
to the look of the property,

I discovered 'a little while BERL[N CONFERENCE OF

ago. b also ‘learnt what a
diffi ce it k

pia:‘:ento Iieepmaw?rsat t:rasi NATIONAL PEACE
h is, if th is

R e COMMITTEES
that has go on like getting BY

a hajrcut. It s important, T. DURAJ‘S-'NGW

t00, to keep the paths
clean and wide by cutting

the grass’ and the weed After the welcoming speech
back on either side of the | The following is a report given| by the President of . the
path. One learns these to the Sri Lanka Peace Coun- (_ier‘man Democratic -Repub-
things by a little reflect- cil by Mr. T. Duraisingam on| lic  Peace  Council the
ion, the fruit of walking his return to Sri Lanka after Secretary Genera__l gave his
around the place a bijt, attending the Berlin Peace| report on “The Results
Conference. of the World Peace Council
: : Presidential Committee ses-
i hi sion in Chile, the situa-
ﬁomiﬂ,ge b:;:vlzrfrc}Tst b;t;l;::-% A CONFERENCE of repre- tion of our movement,
dusk, | -saw what a big SeNfatives of the National and our efforts ro'* strep-

difference it would make Peace Committee, organised gthen and extend. it.

to my comfort not to by the World Peace Council : . )
have my bare ankles and  Was held in Berlin, capital He referred to the dis-
legs scratched by the ©Of the German Democ- cussions  which took place
thorn on the :ide of th ratic Republic, from Decem- at earlier peace €onferences.
path, and te know for ber S5th to 8th 1972. This in 1965 and 1964, on th_E;._
certain, too, that there <onference was held to NeW developments Lo
‘was no likelihood of tramp- bring  together  represen- Peace MOVAmELT Lol 5 g
ling on a snake acciden- tatives of national peace <€ONsequent changes requi-

-tally. committees so  that they red in the -structure and-
. may have exchange of approach of  the Wor!d-
opinions and experience Peace Council, He said-

The true English navy' concerning  the strength- that stress, .was laid or
they say, spits on his hands ing and broadening of th¢ the fact that there had
and reflects before starting national peace movements s COMe into existence scores
his day’s work. The people in all the regions of the ©Of organisaticns, associa-
of this country, especially world. tions and groups in several
if they are Buddhists, join Chandra G eguriries, which had  be-
their hands together and dhaln ra Gunasekera M.P, gun to act in their own .
bow their heads momen- ?;rence at::”de;e;etgéses Wg'f way for peace and natio-
tarily in  prayer before eha 7~ SEH9] aa Peagce Colin nal  indeperdence, justice

starting  anything. I ami and progress. No longer
afraid | was prosaic. The C'ol'unu!i?s déiega_tes”from 89 was the situation the same
principle | am working © om Al conti- .5 during the foundation

be Nents took part in this

on is that there must : years of the World Peace
meeting.

an aesthetic side to every- i Movement  in the [ate
thing we do, and that THE SESSIONS were opened forties and the early filties,
this, rather ‘than a purely on December 5th, [972 when the national peace -
utilitarian - outlook, will by Romesh Chandra, the committees represented ip .-
hev:  more enduring re- Secretary General of the the World Peace Council

sults. World  'Peace Council. were perhaps the  sole

. TRIBUNE, March 19731 19



Berlin

organisations in
ountries, - which
_in the . power of public
opinion. for peace and
were initiating peace
actions, ¥,
He

many
believed

stated that  “this
process, which was seen
developing already.  during
the period of the discussion
of .. 1965, has- gone ahead
as the years have passed.
We. can see most - vividly
the fact of .the eXistence
.of . these . many -organisa-
tions and groups in the
United States of America.
Here ° litevally, there are
thousands, «f  .groups assc-
ciations and movements
of - all types which are
working to mobilise
US.. . public opinion
for the “ending- of the Uni
ted States .aggression in
Indochiha. .= We <can see
the emergénce . of these
new * groups also in severa]
other  countries, parti-
cularly, following the great

upsurge . among people
everywhere _ agdffict the
v i Metnam.?

“'Mr. - Romesh  Chandra
then " went ‘on to draw
attention_ .to - yét another
development,  which  has

‘become, accentuated in the
last two or three years,
This development is rhe
taking up. of peace' issues
“in a_more active way than

before, by many political
parties and mass ' organi-
sations of workers, youth
and students, peasants,
women, etc., which had
not been active in the
worl for the mobilisation

of public opinfon for peace
earlier.

,ide also noted a third
churacteristic of this. perjod.

0

The old cold war pre-
judices, which existed
during the early sixties
and right wup till 1966,
when the World Peace
Council met in Geneva
and  adopted the general
line for its work of co-
operation with other

organisations—those cold war
attitudes have given
place to a desire and will-
ingness  for cooperation,
which never existed before.

that
aggres-
led not
coming to-

He pointed out
the United States
sion in Indo-China
only to the
gether of
organisations in the Stock-
hclm Conference on Viet-
nam and in  other ways;
it also led to the coming

together ‘on a2  national
scale of very different
types of natjonal organi-
sations, movements and
groups.  This process has
been seen vividly in the
formation of the People’s
Coalition for Peace and
Justice  in the United
States. It can equally be
noted in the coming to-
gether of the 4B orgari-
sations in  France, which-
nave been working toge
ther now for quite a
considerable  period in
demonstrations and other
actions  against the war
in Indonesia.

SIMILAR COALITIONS exist
equally in  many other
countries including Britain
Italy, Canada, Belgium,
Australia, German Federal
Republic, Sweden, Finland,
etc.

He further stated that
the emergence of these
Vietnam coalitions in  the
countries of  the Woest

international -

and, in 4 - spe:ally signi-
ficant * manner, in countries
whose .governments  are
directly or .indirectly in-
volved in the United States’
aggression, is an indication
of the change in the cha-
racter and composition of
the national peace move-
ments in this period.

He referred to the new
forms which the national
peace movements are tak-
ing. The national peace
committees or movements
which  have the longest

history of work for peace,

and which are associated
most closely to the World
Peace Council, have, in
all cases, taken 2 leading
part in the formation of
these broad coalition on
the issue of Vietnam.

He suggested that special
account should be taken
of the fact that the World

Peace Council itself during
the recent period  had
achieved a new influence,
and that it ise in , contact
with, and is cooperating
actively with a very large
number  of  international
organisations. ~ The relations
which the World Peace
Council has today with
the United Nations and

its specialised agencies are,
or at least should be, of

decisive vslue in broaden-
ing the national peace
movements. He said that

the

it is necessary for

national peace committees
and  their local  organi-
sations, at all levels, to
take into wccount  this
new  developmont  which
was  unimaginable  du'ing

the period of the cold war.
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-Bt..'fll_l_, v
ROMESH' CHANDRA also
advised the delegates that
the main . direction of the
wagk  of - cach national
" peace movement, has to
be towards building the
movement in its own
country as a national
movement,  specially  and
nrimzrily  concerned  with
_ the country’s own struggle
~for peace and ingependerce
iustice ..nd  progress, its
own struggle against impe-
rialist attacks ana burdens
imposad by  the' pursuit
of ¢ policy, oppnsed to
the interests of peace

In the zfizrncon the
pitnary  session restimed
work and contributicns
were made hy agelegations
from  many countries,

in -~ my speech at
plenary  seisions of the
cchicrence | stated  that
the Sri Lanka Peace Ccun-
.cil is broad basec¢ 2and
that we pavec aiways been
trying to breader it stil.
further.  Members of ou:
org.nisation beiorg fe
. various poiitical parties in
_our  country, | Dpointed
out that the government
power is 3 ceaitiion govern-
ment of three left politi-
cal parties—The Sri Lanka
rreedom Party, the Lanka
Samasamaja  Party and rhe
Communist Party of Sri
Lanka—and that leading
members of ocur Peace
Cauncil are from all three
Parties,  Officials of trade
unions and other organi-
sations are sctive members
of the Sri Lanka Peace
Council.

| then
of the
. Peace
4 also
" work

the

gave a
work  that
Council s
referred
the

report
our
doing.
the
Lanka-

to

of Sri
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- Vietnamese

' machinations

Vietnam Solidarity Organi-
sation of . which the Sri
Lanka Peace Council is a
constitUent member. About
25 organisations including
political  parties, - trade
unions, journalists and
others are united in this
organisations giving support
and solidarity o0 the
heroic  struggle of  the
people  agajnst
aggressicn.  This
arranges

American
organisatkion
demonstrations lectures,
photo exhibitions and film
shows to constantly keep
in the minds of our people
the contribution of the
Vietnamese people to the
cause of independence and
peace and to expose the
of the Ameri-
and  the
perpetrate

can  imperialists
arocities  they
on innocent men, women
and children. | stated that
in these activities members
of our Peace Council play
a very active role.

| WELCOMED
given
that the national
movements should

built up as - a

movement,  specially
primarily  concerned
the country’s own struggle
for peace and independence
justice and progress while
strengthening  its  actions
in solidarity with the peo-
ples of the world fighting
against imperialistm, |
stated that individual mem-
bers of our Peace Council

the advice

peace

now be

national
5

apd

have, of course, been in
the forefront of aur
national and  anti-imperia-
list struggles. But our
Peace Council, as such,
has not been participating
in  these  struggles. In

by Romesh Chandra

Wit

future our Peace Coun:il -
should  participate- actively
in  our urgent . .national
tasks and thereby be  able
to enlarge  and strengthen
its actions in  solidarity
with the peoples of = the
world, TEE,

On December 6th the
plenary  sessions were
“resumed  and  a  number
of representatives - from
various countries  .spoke,
In -all about ‘80 .delegates
spoke at the plenary set-

sions during the [uu. days’
“of the confererce.

A REPORT won *the pre-
paration for the World
Congress for Peace, secu-

rity and National -Indepen-
dence to be held in Moscow
1973 and 'of ‘the 25th anni- -

versary of the foundation
of the World Peace Council
and on the Programme
of activities was given on
6th Dezember. The Con-
gress  will be held in
Moscovs, 1w 2ttump 1973

and it is to- be a Congress. ..
not only opén to all organi-
sations and ~ movements
which agree with its aims
but jointly ~sponsored and
prepared by a large number
of such organisations  and
movemen.s. Many  dele-
—gacas spoke on the report.
It was generally accepted
that we should seek to
bring to the Congress
reports of political deve-
lopments,  of . experience
of activities, as well as
proposals for ~mass acti-
vities, prepared by work-
shops, commissions  and
working groups, by confe--
rences, meetings and
study groups at all 'evels®
from all over the  world.

2



- will

-presentatives of a

. leaderchins.’ of

— EOCMS.

: .'!_erlln

the international.
the ~ Congress itself
be ‘sponsored by an
committee,
include re-
number
 organisa-

On
lezrel

international
which  would-

of _ international
tions, which would be
responsible, . together  with
the World Peace Council
for - the direction of . the
Congress and for its prepara-
ations. On "the national
level it was - stated that
unless we .can assure the
participatian of the actual
the national
. harties, , organi~.
and movements in
national  preparatory
committees for the Con-
gress, all efforts to have
a really broad particiaption
ac the grass roots level
would be _not possible.
Ail the participants stated
that we must make the
1973 Moscowr Congress a
grand success.

political
sations
the

“Ins the morning ef Decem-
ber 7th "the regional groups
met  separately~ in “different

~  Delepates who
belonged to™a particular
region "attended the meet-
inge of that regional group.
There were sépdrate regio-

nal groups for Asia, the
‘Arab . Coungries, Europe”
United <States wad Canada,
Africa and Latin America,
- ‘,-"'

All_ " regional =groups dis-
cyssed the principal re-
ports in  their entirety,
Including all ~questions
connected with “efforts to
increase the activities of
the national movements,
abovt working in co-oper-
ation, effectiveness of the
national committees,  utili-
sation of the mass media
et .. '
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The Sri Lanka
attended the Asian regio-
nal group. !n my speech
| described the work of
our Peace Council. | also
mentioned that 2s a result
of the situztion created
by ’nsurgent activities in
Sri Lanka we had a set-
back in our work for a
period but that we had
already resumed our acti-
vities some time  back.
| assured them that we
would organise a represen-
tative nacional preparatery
committee in  Sri Lanka
and that we would concri-

delegation

bute our share to make
the Moscow Congre:ss a
success.

A report was subsequen-
tly submitted to the ple-
nary sessions on the basis
of the discussions we had in
the Asian regional group.
Similar reports were sub-
mitted by other regional

groups.

In the afterncon of the
7th December the plenary
session resumed its sitting.
| was nominated to pre-
side at this session. At
this session the German
Democratic Republic  Peace
Council  presented gold
medals to Romesh Chandra,
the Secretary General, and
the other = secretaries of
the World Peace Council
in token of their great
service in the cause of
peace. |  congratulated,
on behalf of the partici-
pants, Mr, Romesh andra
and the secretaries at the
great honour bestowed
on them.

THE FINAL PLENARY
sessions of the conference

was held on 8th Decembe*
when the .ecommenda-
tions were .adopted and
the communiquz was en-
dorsed.

The communique stated
that the participants - were
“firmly  convinced that
peace can be safegucrded
if the peoples . resolutely
fight for it, the partici-
pants in the meeting ex-
pressed their determination
to develop close co-opera-

tion, on the international
and national levels, with
all forces concerned about
peace. This  cooperation
will be based on full equa-
lity and mutual respect
for the benefit of the

peoples, true to the prin-
ciples of the World Peace
Council and the national
peace committees.

“The participants in the
meeting express their un-
waverintg determination to

continue e€even More ener-
getically the struggle for
the implementation of the
principles of peaceful co-
existence, equal coopers-
tion, and detente.”
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A Diary of Cvents in Sri Lanka and the World

- compiled frory the English-language newspapers

=il ~ pudlisted in Colombo.

JANUARY 12 %0

FRIDAY, JANUARY 12: The Daily News
reported that the Permanent Secretary to
the (iinistry of Planning and Economic Affairs
Prof. H. A. de S. Gunasekera, was expected
World Bank
authorities and other members of the Consor-
tium countries to make a case for convening
an early meeting of the Aid Consortium.
Trade Unions were advising their members
to reconcile themselves to the increase in
the price of flour and bread because this was
due to reasons beyond the control of the
Government: Flour was up by 5 cts a |b and
the sugar ration had been halved. The law
on the ceiling on houses would be effective
from next week. The Government increased
the prices of all textiles as from lanuary 17—
the Government was the sole importer of
textiles. The Sun revealed that there would
be talks between India and Sri Lanka at an
official level in mid-February. The Vietnam
peace talks in Paris were now reported to
be taking place in a2 “warmer climate”. At
the Watergate trial in Washington, an ex-
White House aide pleaded guiity to the charge

.of “bugging” the Democratic Party’s national
. headquarters.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13: The Govern-
ment proposed to buy chilli from cultivators
at a fair price and sell them through the co-ops.
The Daily News stated that many workers
faced retrenchment in the private sector
because of the lack of raw materials. Many
small industries had already folded up: parti-
cularly the new trade of cloth  printing.
President Nixon stated that the US would
not use nuclear weapons in North Vietnam.

SUNDAY. JANUARY I14: Hindus celeb-
rated the Thai Pongal festival today.. Cardinal
Cooray, Archbishop of Colombo, pleaded with
the Government in a statement to reconsider
the decision to push through the Press
Council Bill in its present form. The Weekend
published an interview .with Sir John Kote-
fawala in which he stated that S.W.R.D.

Bandaranaike would never allow the Press
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to be put into fetters as it was proposed in
the Press Council Bill. The Kotte Mahanayake
Thera also criticised the Press Council Bill
and stated ‘‘freedom of expression was a
national and religious right.” Henry Kissinger
returned to Washington yesterday for consul-
tations with President Nixon,

MONDAY, JANUARY I5: The prices
of all locally produced textiles went up thirty
percent because of tne turngver tax and the
FEECs on cotton and ‘yarn imports, A sharp
drop in tavern rental was expected this year
because of the scarcity of arrack. -The daily
papers continued their campaign against the
Press Council Bill. There were indications
that the Vietnam peace agreement woul~
be finalised within a few days

Three days
grace were granted to taxpayers who had to
send in their self-assessed returns and “tax
payments before yesterday’s deadline. The
mission to contact consortium zountries |
headed by Prof. Gunasekera ' left yesterday.
The Sun reported that the PM had ordered
a probe into the Paddy Board to investigate
why it had failed* to collect the stipulated
quantity of paddy last year. The Sri Lanka
Air Force was to get 10 light Cessna planes -
from the US during 1973: a few had already
been delivered. President Nixon had comple-
tely suspended the bomling cf North Vietram
and the mining of its coastiine—tHis 1s wanen

as an indication that peace w=, at hand. Syria

has threatened to withdraw from tne Arab
Federation if Libya and Egypt did not give
it more suoport in its confrontation with
Israel. The !sraeli PM, Golda Meir, met the
Pope yesterday: - s

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 17: The Daily
News frontpaged'-;_ lead story that there was
anxiocus speculation in poitical circles as to
what the Speaker’s ruling would be on
January 19 on the point of order raised by the
Opposition, The Daily Mirror spotlighted a
report that Rs, 500 million in foreign exchange
was urgently needed to finance the import
of basic needs in 1973: the Gunasekera Mis-
sion would bring this fact home to the World
Bank and the Aid Consortium countries.
With the US suspension of bombing North °
Vietnam, the talks in Paris entered a cruiial =
phase with Kisainger back to resume his :ez0-
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tiutions with Le Duc Tho. It was also reported
that military experts from South Vietnam
had flown -to Paris.

"THURSDAY, JANUARY 18: At a press
zonference, yesterday, the Deputy Minister
of Defence and External Affairs,’ Mr. Lakshman
Jayakody, disclosed chat the brain drain out
of Ceylon continued. last year and that over
800 persons had lef: the country: doctors,
engineers, university t.achers, accountants,
architects, lawyers, nurses and: technicians.
He also stated that the security situation
within.the country was “much better now.”
The Conference- Lines had imposed a 15%
freight surcharge on ail cargo loaded in ports
in Sri Lanka for the UK. The daily papers
«.increased the tempo of their campaign against
' Press Cuuncil Bill. The Soviet mooncraft
Lunakod-2 wa. about to start its first -inves-
tigations after charging its batteries with
solar energy. President Amin of Uganda
stated that the whole of the continent could
have -been  ‘“‘africanised” at  “supersonic
speed” if*mot for the moderate policies of
Jomo Kenyatta., Saigon denied that the cease-
fire would come into operation before the
weekend: it wzs stated that a few  more
problems had to be resolved.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 19:  After further
Jebate -in’ the Natiofal State Assembly, the
Speaker gave His_ruling on the Opposition’s
~hisctions ta_the Pross Council Bill in the
avening: “ne held -with “the Opposition that
the Bill had tw go before a Constitutional
Court to test its’ validity because the earlier
Court had +not been properly constituted.
LSSP leader, Dr: N. M. Perera, had created
a scenes, by challenging the Spe.ker’s ruling
and ‘the House had adjourned amidst unruly
scenes. It was reg~~ted that harbour workers
will get a wige rise of 409 this year but that
they will have no ove.ume. President’s rule
had beén imposed in the troubled state of
Andhra. India had suffered the worst drought
in ten- years and over 200 million were affec-
ted: the country was compelled to import
food. It was reported that Saigon was likely
to accept the Peace Agreement. Egypt and
Libya had dropped the deadline to complete
the 'merger before next September: there
wetre many forces against a hasty merger.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20: The news
papits reported that the PM had promptly
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disassociated herself from Dr. N. 1%, Perera’s
threat to remove the Speaker o-. the bawus
of a vote. of no-confidence: Dr. Perera had
uttered such a threat in rae WNational State
Assembly after the Speaker had giver his
ruling. The Daily News .eported that the
Ministry of Education was considering the
need to make English a compulsory subject
for higher education. The Prime Minister
at the opening of the Ceramics Exhibition
appealed to the nation to talk less and woux
more. The Government had incréased the
price of cement as from January 27. President
Nixon was sworn in today for his second term
with the aura of the Vietnam peace over-
hanging the ceremony. It was reported that
# 4 million would be spent on the three-day
festivities connected with the Presidential
inauguration. The final round of talks in Paris
was expected to take place next Tuesday,
January 23.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 2l: The Observer
had a frontpage lead that Sri Lanka “might
soon become” one of the key centres in the
world's illicit drug traffic, and that this fear
had been expressed by the United Nations
Narcotics Division for Drug Control. The
ruling made by the Speaker of the National
Assembly was described as “‘breath of fresh
air as regards democracy in Sri Lanka" by
Mr. Dudley Senanayake, Leader of the UNP,
at a press conference at his residence yester-
day morning. At a public meeting at Lunuwila,
Dr. N, M. Perera attacked the Speaker's rul-
ing and stated: “lt has become a tradition that
most Speakers have become reactionaries.
We have no confidence in reactionaries. The
reason the people gave us a two third majority
is to defeat reactionary elements. We are not
ready to allow the Courts to tie up the pro-
gressive measures of the Government. If
we cannot do this inside the National Assembly
we will fight the reactionaries outside the
Assembly...."” There are indications that a
ceasefire and peace were round the corner-
in Vietnam. President Nixon began his second
four-year term in the White House with a
fanfare of trumpets, a giant carnival and a

promise that the world stands on the threshold
of a new era of peace.
MONDAY, JANUARY 22: The Daily

News reported that there was “‘deep concern™ .
in political circles over Dr. N. M. Perera’s
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statement *aat 'is the NSA had no confidence
in the Spuaker he would move a no-
faith motion at the earliest. possible date:
this matter was lik:ly to be taken up at the

_rext—-meeting "o’ tle Government Parliamen-

tary Party. The 15, freight surcharge announ-
ced by tho Sri Lanka-UK Conference is likely
to depress tea and coconut prices. The
Daily Mirror reported that an ‘“emergency
summit” of the United Front would be held
“his evening to discuss the situation over the

-Speaker’s ‘ruling that the Press Council Bill
~should be referred to a properly constitutea

Constitutional Court. The Sun however,
reported that the SLFP would stand by the
Speaker. and added that “authoritative SLFP
sources yesterday categorically denied any
moves by the Government Parliamentary
Group to introduce a motion of no confidence
on the Speaker of the National State Assembly,
the sources said that the Prime Minister, Mrs.
Sirimavo Bandaranaike, had made this quite
clear when questioned in the National State
Assembly on Friday....”” The Observer specu-
lated as to what the LSSP would do next if
the SLFP did not agree to a no-confidence
motion against the Speaker. Bloody battles
were raging near Saigon and other parts of
South Vietnam whilst the final touches were
believed to given to the Peace Agreement.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 23: The President
appointed three judges to fill the vacancies

-in the Constitutional Court created by the
“earlier resignations: the three new members

of the Court were Mr. Jaya Pathirana, Mr.
C. V. Udalagama and ‘Mr. T. A, de S. Wije-
sundera. The leaders of the UF met yesterday
evening regarding the measures to be taken
on the Press Council Bill and the Daily News
reported that no conclusive decisions were
made. The UNP has appealed to the Govern-
ment to abandon the Press Council Bill. The
Daily Mirror also reported that no firm deci-
sions had been taken at the summit of UF

- leaders yesterday: and that the Kotte branch

of the SLFP wanted disciplinary action taken

_against Dr. N. M. Perera for making state-

ments disparaging of the Speaker. The Sun
reported that many Trade Unions supported
the Speaker’'s ruling. The Times of Ceylon
reported that the LSSP did not get support
for its view at yesterday's UF summit. Former
US President Lyndon Johnson died yesterday

from a heart attack. A Jordanian airliner
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on a charter taking back Mecca pilgrinis
crashed at Kano in Nigeria: over 200 pilgrims
are said to have died. There was speculation
in many capitals whether the Vietnam - Agree-
ment would be initialled shortly.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24: The LSSP,
according to a report in the Daily News, was
expected to canvass the Government Parlia-
mentary Group for srport for the resolu-
tion it wished to mcve disagreeing with the
ruling of the Speaker, Over 4000 shirt makers
faced retrenchment owing to the lack of raw
materials. The GMOA had stressed -in its
annual report that doctors were quitting the
service and the country in disgust .because
of nepotism and the fact that politicians had
no appreciation of their work Sun
reported that the SLFP Minist.¢cs who haa
met last night ‘“denounced’ _.he no - faith
move of the LSSP against the Speaker. Presi-
dent Nixon had announced, simultaneously -
with announcements in Hanoi and Saigon, -
that a Vietnam Peace Agreement had been -
initialled in Paris and the ceasefire woculd
be effective from the midnight of Saturday
January 27: Nixon stated thit it was an
“agreement to end the war 2nd bring peace
with honour to Vietnam and Southeast Asia.”
All papers were happy that the guns would b
silent after a period of 12 years: 7

THURSDAY, JANU. &Y 28: The Dzily
News reported thai the SLFP
had fully endorsed the P.’s decision not
to question the Speaker's ruling.
reported that Sri Lanka would go metric by
July. Several further cases of food poisoning
were reportad in. the city. The Yietnam
Agreement was~hailed universally, and it was
stressed that it was the -ad-result' of four
years' patient negotiations by the Nixon
administration. The < mand for a separate
Telegana state was growing <veryday: increas-’
ing violence was reported from the Andhra
region in India. Switzerland floated its power-
ful franc in a bid to head ~ff unwanted foreign
funds flowing into the country, and this led
to a drop in the value lof the dellar.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 26: The Daily News
felt that LSSP faced a crucial test today when
its proposal to censure the Speaker came .
before the SLFP Parliamentary group todaiy. .
The Sun felt certain that the SLFP would :n-
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~dorse the PM’s views and reject the LSSP
" proposals to throw out the Speaker and his
ruling. The Times was of the view that the
iSSP would beat a strategic retreat in view

. of the. opposition to its proposal to censure

the Speaker. The Observer focussed attention
oir the growing pamphlet war which had
developed between the two factions in- the
CP. The Prime MMister of Sri Lanka issued
a statement yesterday welcoming the Vietnam
Peace Agreement and hoped that it would
usher in a era of peac: of stability in Asia.
The Vietnam, Peace Agreement was to be
offically signed, tomorrow by the parties in
Paris -tomorrow. L

'SATURDAY, JANUARY 27: The Daily
News reported that though a “large and vocal™
- seeri~— ~f" the SLFP Parliamentary Group
.aunched an. attack on his ruling at yesterday’s
meeting of 1“2 SLFP Parliamentary Group,
the ‘'SLFP.as such would not support a formal
* vote of no confidence in the Speaker, if it was
. moved in the National State Assembly. The
* US+had, granted a credit of 6 million dollars
to buy 40,000 .tons of US flour. Whilst the
Daily Mirfor also -reported .that a section of
the SLFP way critical of the Speaker, the
Sun’ stated that the SLFP, was unanimous and
firm “in its decision against the LSSP move.
. " The -Yietnam Péace Agreement was signed
© in_Paris~¢trday and the ceasefire was expec-
. téd to coméinto force at midnight: in the
maantime therg_-#32 savage fighting in parts

_:_.._S outh Vietnamh

‘SUNDAY, JANUARY 28: The Public
Health ' Inspectors’ Union had sent a memo-
candum..to, the .Government that the food sold
in the gify of Colombo was exposed to filth and

infectioh. Doctors in the ¢ty were mysti-

fied by \the pdisqaing cases, the number dead
was altdady over (10) which had occurred
after people had es*z. their food. The
Weekend reported that Dr. N. M. Perera,
in a spegch at Yatiyantota at a Teachers’
Séminar yesterddy hed stated that we cannot
achieve progress wirhout a dictatorship. He
was reported to - have said: “This country
cannot achieve progress without a dictator-
chip. If it is under dictatorship development
can, be achieved easily. But the masses have
given power to work through democracy.
If ‘one single party came into power it would
hzve been easy to work out these projects.”
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Referring to ruling of the Sp. =" <he

National State Assembly, Mr S. oy Tiller
keratne, on the Press Council 1ill, Dr. Perers

observed “The Speaker's decisior was wrong. -
But even if the decision wrs w,ong the Prime
Minister says it has to be accipted. If it is a
wrong decision it should Le rejected. But
because the Prime Minister says so, it has
to be accepted. Pafliament is a place where
only talking is done. This is where when
new measures are presented a lot of talking
is done. The word “parley” is to talk. \''hen-
ever any work-project is  introducid there

‘has to be a lot of talking about it here,” Dr.’

Perera added. Though the ceasefire came
into effect in Vietnam at 5.30 a.m, Ceylon
time, bitter battles were still waging in several
places in South Vietnam.

MONDAY, JANUARY 29: The new
Constitutional Court was expected to begin
its work shortly. = The CP criticised the
Government's action in increasing prices of
essential goods through Gazette notifications.
The daily papers reported the proceedings of
several anti-Press Bill rallies which had been
organised throughout the country.  Fighting

continued in South Vietnam even today 36
‘hours after the ceasefire was announced.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 30: The rules of
the Constitutional - Court were gazetted
yesterday: the decision on any matter had to

. be given within 14 days of the reference; this

was mandatory. The Sun reported that the.
cost of living was rising by leaps and bounds.
The UTA had signed an agreement with Air
Ceylon to set up a two-million DC repair -
complex in Colombo. The Times reported
that Dr. N. M. Perera had announced at a
meeting at Deraniyagala during the weekend
that LSSP had been ‘“‘compelled” to accept
the PM’'s decision on the Speaker's ruling.
Mr. Jusitce Jaya Pathirana had been elected
to head the new panel of the Constitutional
Court to hear the petitions against the Press
Council Bill.  President Nixon presented his
new Budget to the US Congress yesterday:

it marked a departure from the principles
of the Rooseveltian New Deal and the John-
sonian Great Society welfarism that had
characterised all US budgets in the post-war
era.
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