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| port rice,

and there were
' therefore efforts to grow
more food in the Island,
- but “even at the height
of such wartime .scarcity
(and austerity), this coun-
try did not find itself .in
the plight in which it Is
placed . today. :
Ever since 1930, this
country has had  adult
franchise and a kind of.
“home' rule” which blos-
.somed out in 1947/48 into
political  independence

A

“and : _
ever before in the recor-.

: o the

-

]

BARREN LEAVES

AS ANTICIPATED “'in « the .

Tribune during the last two
years, and more especially
in its recent issyes, the
situation « in  Sri Lanka
continues  to get bleaker
bleaker—bleaker ' than

ded history of this island.
Never before, ‘perhaps, in
the long history of Ceyloa
(or Taprobane, or Serendib

or Sinhadipa, < or lllangai),
have the people of this
country . been deprived

of their staple diet of .rice
so completely as  today.
Colonialism  had  transfor-
med the economy of this
island,
tented fullness stemming
from self-sufficiency in food

based on a rice econamy
to. the seeming - affluence
of an export plantation
economy which imported
all the feod required by
the people from ‘abroad.
Only  during  the two

world wars did the coun-
try find ‘it difficult’ to im-
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ribune

from. one of -con-.
(Philip) Gunawardenas,

. based on

was heroically carried forward - flse.

Senanayakes,
Bandaranaikes,
e
Silvas, PBandas and even
the Kobbekaduwas. The
system has been the same,
but there Hhave been wvari-

by all
welas,

ations; there have  been
ten and five year ~plans.
interwoven - into the basic
Senananayake ‘' fabric of
-agriculcural development,
but there has been no
real: change since. ° the |
thirties, = The talk abouc. 1™
ceilings mean lictle. * The
Kobbékaduwa remedy for
the ills of Ceylon's .« agri-
culture is land  reform
in the form of ceilings
and . a regimented compul-

sion .to ensure production
the Agricultural
Productivity Act.
Kobbekaduwa
agriculture

United Front
emphasis was

Ever since
took over
under the

Government,

o

i}
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td6  conceal, ~-and
crats-

officral
paddy
to

placing reliance on
-statistigs
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and ~fice *,
have . ‘been ; produced
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ARG . assumption, .- ° that
Kotelas—are were and are stocES'
burezu-

k|

e

of .
aliegg‘q,’-

; placed on  ceilings and 5
compulsory restriiuchy="
&and not growing or (iroy
ucing. more _food), and __
3 ' as Tribune had « predicred,
; this country is .todav only
reaping  the 'fh”g'ﬁé“ gfo,
e I .. the dragon’s “eeth witich '
of a Daninjop in the Bri- p g “baan ' sowe ot the

tish ~Comnoawealth and e ¢hree gears L
In 1972 into the sovereign o 40 ricd " no chiffies, no
and " independent  Republic porhine AR e
of Sri Lanka. Ever since .. pin“”-a - position - tor =
1930, there has been talk import them 'gither T
about eliminating the  in- AL i
balances which arose. from ~ There « is  quaint belief
the lop-sided colonial-type 5 . covernment circles - that
plantation economy and :about  there are large and con-
making this' country self- = celead stocks of ctrice which .
sufficient  In food—and  myst' be unearthed, and ~that
thereby ensuring. a  tre-. if chis ‘were done, every-

. mendous. saving in foreigh\ body will be able to draw
exchange. | In . these forty ' the rations of two*measures ;’
years, the  Senanayake a week  indefinitely. But
system  of ' agriculture  this belief is based on - ghe )



LFrom The Editor's Desk

nAMBLNG NOTES
F2OM 1L ERITORS BESK
Crisis over the
Speal{er: .Major
Defeat forthe LSSP

IN THE ERA* OF THE
UNITED | FRONT, this ¢oun-
try “has moved from erisi
tc crisis, big and small-
and ali efforts of the Go-
ernment .to increase pro
ducticn and  preductivity
{and wealth) have so far
ended up as soap bubbles
hursting with the first touch
of . - reality. Scapegoats
ane exs ave  been
paraded © as  the . reasons
for the crisis ~end the fail
ures: sabotage by reac
tioraries NF  subverzive
ntrigue, international reac
tion, Ie‘Etw‘Eng “SHesurrection
ary——gferments &gged on
by domestic' apd foreign
reaction, ‘tig - separatist
'machinations of &the Tamils,
~hestility Of  Thondaman-
-led . plantation workers,
the infernal  Préss—and
other simi devilish orga-
nisagiggih detérmined  to
destroy —the UF. The gcl-
den brains—of the United
Front have not yet sat
down to a bk of self-
critical— amalysis )of  the
disaster which .Mas over-
taken the Government.
They are still ih an arro-
gant mood lecking for
enemies behind every
bush who  rcould be hranded
and liquidated with the
dirty word ‘‘reactionaries.”

OPERATION SPEAKER
STANLEY  TILLEKARATNE

2

is an outstanding example
f the selfassured self-
righteousness of
tant persons in
ernment who have been
really running the affairs
of the government since
May 1970. The weekly
paper Nation reflects the
thinking and ‘acrions of
this group.  Centred on
the LSSP it reaches deep
into the SLFP (and even
into the CP), and it has
had  everything it  way
ever since the UF was
formed in 1970. But it
has a come a cropper
over Operation Speaker. It
is the first big political-
defeat  suffered by the
LSSP led group within the
UF, and it would be in-
teresting to see how they
will  utilise the strategic
retreat they have now
made in view of the firm-
ness of the Prime Minister
in 2 new bid to stage a
political comeback to the
dominant  position they
had occupied before this
episode,

(=]

the Gov-

examine  the
the Nagtion to
unseat the Speaker after
his now famous ruling
on January 19. In its issue
of January 26, under the
frontpage banner headline
of LIE UPON LIE—
FURTHER LIGHT ON
‘PRESS FREEDOM’, the
Nation declared: “The Muda-
lali newspapers have lite-
rally run mad. They :have
broken into a furious cam-
paign of vilification and
misrepresentation of the
Government. The record
of  falfsication, concoction
of news and incitement
of passions, for which

Let us
efforts of

impor-’

they
rious, has

were always noto-
been surpassed
this time by the obvious
desperation  which appears
to be moving them. Lie
follows lie, coiccction falls
over concoction and [ran-
tic demands are addres-
sed to the Prime Minister

to toe the line of the
newspaper proprieter.
“We  carry  elsewhere

an exposure of one extre-
mely crude attempt to
falsiffy a speech of the
Minister of Foreign and
Internal Trade, Mr. T. B.
lllangaratne, Two  more
barefaced lies, one of them
a stark invention, have
followed in the same news-
Papers........

There was no
attack on the  Speaker
because  intense  lobbying
was gcing on in the Gov-
ernment Parliamentary
Group for removal.

The Nation in its issue
of February 2, 1973 carr-
ied on its front page an
article entitled ~ WHERE
THE SPEAKER ERRED by

direct

his

Dr. Colyin R. de Silva,
Minister of Constitutional
Affairs (and also of Plan-
tations). It was a studied
article on the Speaker's
ruling and the opening
gambit of this ' rather
lengthy legal opinion read
as follows: “We are still
in. the midst of the rever-
berations - and the reper-
cussions of the pronoun-
cements of the Speaker
on ‘the point of order
raised by the leader of
the opposition’ in respect
of the Government’s
effort to proceed with

the second rezding stage.

TRIBUNE, February 20, 1973
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. the Speaker’s

- rulings  in

" there was a

.. voked by a

’

of the Sri
Counc’l Bill.
or ‘precisely
this it would teem neces-
sary to focus attention
on’ the precise issue which
has arisen in respect of
ruling.
first place it
clearly realised
are in the
pronouncement
ruling. but two
fact. ... ..

THIS ARTICLE then
on. to .explain why
‘Speaker had  erred,
more significantly in
same  issue (Nationl, 2/2)
in the column on the last
page entitled  Notes &
Comments (in which very
important ~ ideological pro-
nouncements  are.  made),
terrific ons-
one of the
the UF, the
Party. The
apparently pro-
CP statement
about rising prices . and
the ‘acts of commission
and omission . of the gov-
ernment on the economic
front, but the real motive
for the attack. came at
the end. It began with
the complaint: “The Dr.
SELaAC Wickremasinghe
faction of the Communist
Party (Moscow), in  its
recent Press Statement is
striving to  make oppor-
tunistic gain' out of the
economic crisis that con-
fronts * the  Government.
By .shedding tears for rhe
people burdened with ris-
ing prices the CP hopes
to wash away any blame
that may be attached to
it'as a part of this Govern-
ment. It talks of “‘ad hac
increases in prices of essen-

Lanka r
Nevertheless
because of

“In the
should  be
tha: there
Speaker’s
not one

went
the
but
the

laught on
partners of
Communist
attack was
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Press °

tial compiodities made
through  gazette  notifica-
tions, dishonouring the’
.promises  given to the
government = members  of
the National State Assem-
bly” It is implied that

the Minister of Trade and
his Cabinet col'eagues have
done this behind the backs
of the MP’s and, of course
the CP! The fact thct the
CP has z Cabinet minister
is conveniently forgotten.

“The CP as well a:
Mudalali Press are quite
aware that the Govern-
ment is net to blame for
the economic crisis. After
all these are the basic
problems of the capitalist
economy that exists in Sri

the

Lanka and  which this
Government inherited. |n
fact though the major cul--
prit is Imperialism, some
blame might be attached
to the Seoviet Union and
other Socialist countries

on whom the CP pins all
its faith. &' was the de-
mands made on the world
market following crop fai-
lure in these  countries
that has caused the prices
of flour, sugar and even
rice to rocket.”

The columnist then went
on to preach a sermon
on how socialism could be
achieved, and pointed that
“‘sacrifices”” had to be made.
“Without a doubt the
ultimate solution lies in
Socialism. But as any seri-
ous 'socialist knows there
is no short ard easy road
to Socialism  The history
of the Soviet Union itself

bears ample ' testimony to
thic. Does the CP close
its eyes to the sacrifices
the people of Cuba, a

-from

From The Editor’s Desk

small island like oure, haie
had to make tc  carry
their revoluticn - ward”
This is inspite ~i the cun-
siderable Sovi~c Aid, wiich

she can scarcel’ tope ro
repeat in  znother Third
World  country  au  the

same time

“Thus it is not surprising
that the CP- fails to see
that the Statz Bureaucracy
cannot  be®  qefeated by
Govirnmentsl dezree alope
but needs the participation
of the masses - through
organs like Advisory Coun-
cils. Much of the CP statz-
ment consists  of general
pronouncements  which by
not being concrete lose
relevance and ~ become
mere  sccialist  platitudes.
They would sound better
th: ranks of the
Opposiuion.”

took
have

The Nation also
the opportunity to
a swipe o the Jusiet
Union, presumabh  hecause
the CP held cut the USSR
as a supreme parciza. t
was an interes.ing comment
which revesleda the ideo-
logical orientation of the
columnist under the :eem-’
ingly  objective <mc kes-
creer; of_ run-partisanship.
Bet™ this is neither .iere
nor  tiere.

But what the official
columnist  of the  Nation
has tu say about the Soviet

Union is most revealing:
“The only concrete sug-
gestion  (which one  sus-
pects is the motive fer

the CP stand) is that we
throw  curselves =~ at  the
mercy of the Soviet Unoin.

We  certainly welcome
mere trade and aid from °°

3



From The Editor’s Desk

Union but not
extent that we
ccrlace one  economic  de-
pe~dence  with  arother.
The ‘atter wculd pose a
yhecat o :the  non-aligned
stand  that our . people
value.  Bui
- we scver oux links
Imperialism  altogether,
~we compel _the'  Soviet
Urion to .buy our tea,
rubber and cocorfut? When
we are. short °of - foreign
exchange ‘can- we expect
“her to supply ~us with
flour, sugar and even rice!
Recent appeals to US and
Japanese *‘capital  suggests
that the Soviet Union has
its . own problems . too.
May we -also ask the CP,
why is it that Rumania
(a ~member of the Soviet
hloc) has—joimed- IMF  and
tvo others _have .applied
for membershipt—There azre
limits to Soviet befevolence
inspite i the wishful thin-
'-_1 i "
mg—& the C‘R.,\_

But the last paragraph
of thé Tarticlé showed that
it was CP [ “ingransigence”
from_the ~"Nation’s point
.of - view) in refusing to
support the LSSP * move
to censufes_ and remove
the ~ Spezker “~which  had
evokéd~she wrath of the
Nation.. ~~The hollowness
of the CP stand emerged
with the recent _crisis over
the Speaker's ruling. When
a clear class jssue was
posed the CP was on the
side of reaction, Are we
seeing 2 slide back to
1946? it is time the CP
realised it can no longer
run with the hare and
hunt with the hounds.
The CP must act with
greater responsibility.”

the aoviet
to the

with
can

4

cencretely, if

THE COMMUNIST PARTY
had made it abundantl
clear thet it was not will-
ing to join any move to
remove the Speaker. The
CP refused to participate
in public meetings orga-
nised by the LSSP and
certain elements . in  the
SLFP to condemn  the
Speaker. But, the PM was
adamant, and she refused
to be blackraailed by the
widespread sentiment
created among SLFP
backbenchers by LSSP
lobbying that the Spea-
ker should be removed,

the was

on

But
carried
during the

campaign
with  vigour
weekend of
February, 3/4. Big rallies
were held  which- were
addressed by LSSP leaders
as well as some  SLFP
Ministers like T. B,
Subasinghe  and T. B.
lllangaratne. But the PM
would  not  budge. On
Wednesday, February 7,
there were ugly scenes
in . the National State
Assembly  when ‘certain
LSSP-SLFP elements refused
to respect the Speaker
and take his rulings. There
were unruly incidents - and
the Speaker adjourned the
sittings and the proceeding

had come to an abrupt

end. .
Thereafter the PM, it

would seem, had taken

a firm stand and made it clear

to the LSSP that if they
could not control cheir
backbenchers it would be
difficult to continue the
partnership, She had also
applied the whip with a
vengeance to SLFP back-

benchers, and it was noted

'FIDENCE.

that the proceeding. of
the NSA on the P.h and
the 9th went off very
smoothly:  the members
outraged by the Speaker's
ruling and conduct were
quiet and had sat in the
spats like dumb  lamb. -

meantime,
evidentlv

But, in the
the Nation had
had gone to press. in s
issue of February 9, the
paper carried 2  stirring
headline: . RULING - AND
SPEAKER MUST GO:
HOUSE HAS NO CON-:
And the article
Speaker
confidence

read: “If ever a
has lost the
of the House it is Mr.
Stanley Tillekeratne.  The
events of the past week
have made this 'clear to
the whole country. - He
folowed wup his earlier
blunder on thke Constitu-
tional Court issue by vir-
tually running away from
a decision of tke House
on a matter of routine
procedure. This is the
only interpretation possible
of what transpired after
the row between  the
UNP  Hiriyala MP Mr.
Herat, and the Kirlela
MP, Mr. Vasudeva Nana-
yakkara.

“When neither was tak-
ing any notice of his appeal
for order the normal
procedure was for Mr.
Tillekeratne to have had
whomever he thought the
offender named. A Minis-
ter has to name the mem-

ber and then 2 vote has
to be taken. It is not
certain whether he faared
both steps but he should
not - have had much diffi-
culty in getting a Minicter

TRIBUNE, February 20, 1973



From The Editor's Desk

“to  name ° the
He . probably feared taking
a vote ' because the mood

of the House right from -
the time = he entered
had been hostile - to him.

The Speaker's arrival had been
heralded by sounds of dis-
pleasure and many members
remained  seated. Some
SLFP and LSSP. ‘members
walked out ‘while others
‘carried on desultory con-
versations - paying no heed
to 'the Speaker. He had
clearly lost the confidence
of the House.

“He chose
order .- Vasudeva
kara to leave, and when
he did not do this, to
request the Sergeant at
Arms to forcibly eject the
member from the House.
Immediately  several Gov-
ernment MP’s  surrounded
Vasudeva Nanakaykara and
refused to permit him to
be taken. The House was
in. uproar! A shaken Spea-
.ker* adjourned the sittings
for ten .minutes and fled,
‘surrendering his  authority
in the process. After burr-
ipd  consultations
Government . and  Opposi-
tion . leaders, , the . Speaker
resumed  sessions _ after
forty five minutes only
to adjourn proceedings
for the day: '

“When things come to
such a pass any self-respect-
ing Speaker should resign.
The Government will be
compelled to take a deci-
sion cn this question before
long!” '

""The

instead to
Nanayak-

then went
on “to state: “But more
important than the future
-of Mr. Stanley Tillekeratne
is his ruling which could

article

TRIBUNE, February.20, 1973

member.

with

|
have  trémendous  reper-
cussions on the  subsequent
functioning of the Natio-

nal  Assembly. As Dr.
'‘Colvin R. de Silva poin-
ted out in the last issue
of the Nation, the Consti-
tution  clearly separates
the functions of the Nation-
nal Assembly and = the
‘Constitutional Court, The
duty of the (so-called)

Court Is to decide whether
any sections of a Bill before
the House cortravenes the
Constitution. That  deci-
sion is binding won  the
Speaker only if it is recei-
ved within two  weeks.
By his ruling on ‘this point,
the Speaker not only -re-
jected the ' contintion that
the Court was not bound
by the two week’s time
limit, but he ‘also
nised the existence of a
duly  constituted  Ccurt.
His = subsequent ruling that
the Court ' hatc not been
properly ' constituted  was,
to say, the |east illogical—
as pointed ocut by Mr.
Felix 'Dias = Bandaranaike.

“The matter of
dure to be followed by
the Constitutional Court
is a matter for that Court.
It is not 2 matter for the
Speaker to  take-up or
decide on. By doing this
he creates a, precedent
whereby  endless  queries
could: be - raised in the
House regarding the pro-
cedure = and ' conduct of
the Court. This will per-
mit  further  opportunities
to reactionary forces with-
in the House, by means
of legalistic wrangling, to
delay ‘the passage of pro-
gressive  legislation. The
Speaker “has no right to

proce-

‘take  upon  himself  the
function of an  Arnef
Court to intirpret - .he
Constitution! _, sl

“Looked at” from a legalis.
tic point of view or tom
the spirit of i Consti-
tution, the Speaker has
blundered. He has in
addition' ignored the un-
animous  opirion of the
Government ‘Parliamentary
Group and 2 Cabinet deci-
sio 1. The massive rally
of the organized working

class, loaking at the quest-
ion. from the angle of the
‘march to socialism, wvocally
condemned the reactionary
role of the Speaker.

“Verdict of the political
leadership  of the country
as well as the progressive

forces iz ctear. The Spea-
ker and hic wrong ruling
must go!”

. The Nation categorically
stated that the “political
leadershio of thz country

as well as the progressive
forces” wanted the Spea-
ker and his Ruiing to go.

But he did not go.

ALL MOVES to chrow
him out have now faded
from the horizon. This
was indeed th2  biggest
~olitical defeat suffer-d “by
‘the LSSP and its allies
. within the United Front

since this Government was
formed, 3

There is no doubt that
the LSSP had expected a
different end to the cam-
paign. The - Nation © was
also furious that the rally
held during the previous
weekend had not been
adequately reported by’
the’ SLBC. Not very flong
ago, the ~Radic Ceylon-

5
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had ecunved all that the
LSSP wanted  and  the
Nuion had sat olt in its pages.

A. [rnntpage™ . bex in the
Mation o.. 972 indicated the
depth and extent of LSSP's
disappointment. with  the
SLBC. (Incidentally,  in
the same jssue, in the
last page column, there
is -an ideological exposi-
tion which is most interest-
ing 'and is worth' a <areful
examination by a knocw-
ledgeable student of Marxist
dialectics).

This _is the Nation com-
ment on’  the state-run
Radio under the heading:
SLBC 'STRUCK 'DUMB.
“There wére many. both

in Colombo and the " pro-

vinces, ho were eager
to know. what transpired
at the mammeth JCTUO
meeting  held a Hyde

Park on Monday evening.
Here “was a meeting that
was -—addressed by four
prominent- . Cabinets Minis-
and " the best known

Island, on burning issues
likethe fate of the Speaker,
the fate® of the Press Bill
and’ the fate of Lake House.

Many of th switched
on their -radios —¢that night
expectlig~the SLBC—the
State  radio__  services—to

provide "an objective, accu-
rate resume of the meet-
ing. But tq and “behold!
the SLBC had beep struck

dumb—it . did net even
refer to this megting, let
alone comment on it
“Instead listeners were
served  with the usual
hogwdsh that the news-
reporters churn  out at
Torrington  Square. To

6 A

““skin’’

wash it down we had the
tripe that Dayananda de
Silva dishes out with the

help of his patrons. It is

strange but true that the
petty  little  pansies at
Torrington ~ Squaure  still
refer to the Proyisional
Revolutionary Govern-
ment of the Republic of
South  Vietnam  contemp-

tously as ‘the Viet Cong'.

While the Administration
of Van Thieu, which the
United Front Government
of Sri Lanka dees et

recognise, is . referred = to
in most endearing terms,

“lt is obvious, even to

the  half-wit, that  the
SLBC is well and truly
in the clutches of the
Western propaganda appa-
ratus and their local agents.
In fact it is standard prac-
tice for the SLBC to spe-
cially monitor the BBC
and VOA news bulletins
and to prepare our news
broadcasts on  the lines
that these agents of Impe-
rialist ~ Governments take.
Things were: bad' enough
during Mr. Susil Moone-
singhe’s time. but since
his departure the SLBC
has graduated from the
gutter to the sewer.”

It was an anti-climax.

The LSSP and the voci-
ferous elements in the
SLFP.  who  wanted to
the Speaker (meta-
pherically)  have  relapsed
into silence on this. ques-
tion. But it is a decep-
tive silence.  The  radical
elements in the UF |ed
by the LSSP want a palace
coup in which the  so-
called  Rightists  in  the
Government and the UF

could be pushed out For
a long time, the righsists

were on ° the defensive.
They had been pushed
back on many matters.

Carried away on the crest
of ebullient radicalism, the
leftwingers in the UF - had
been so. far able to carry
the PM with them, even
on self-defeating and un-
doubtedly  nationally suici-
dal ' legislation  like the
Land Reform Act, Income
Ceilings Act and the like,

‘Having succeeded in
carrying ' the - PM along in
these economic  measures,

the attempt was made to

stampede her inte
apolitical decision cf the
first magnitude in  want

ing the removal f the
Speaker for having given
.2 Ruling: which did not

accord with the views of
the LSSP. Earlier, 6n many
economic -matters, the PM
had succumbed to SLFP back-
bencher pressure, even
though the position taken by
them was wrong and against
the best interests of the
nation. And'thiéy had no doubt
hoped that the PM would
succumb' once again, !

But she did not. It is yet tae
early to say what the political
implications of this develop-
ment will bey but it is
something worth watching.

However, to make people
forget the political defeat
suffered by . the LSSP .qnd

certain elements in the SLFP.

a major melodrama  was
staged in the weekend of
February Il over “rice”.

It 'was an .altogether ' wun-
necessary panic-station, exer-
cise. Our columnist Pertinox
deals with it in his column,

TRIBUNE, February 20, 1973
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Tribunania _
OPFRATION RICF, RICE.

ed that nobody

The February Eleventh Exercise reveal
but]| only that

had concealed paddy and
Government had concealed fa

WAS OPERATION RICE,
executed with great melo-
drama on Sunday Febru-
ary |Il, necessary under
the  circumstances?  Was
it not a panic-stations ex-
ercise which served little
or no purpose? Was it
not a fact that everything

by PERTINAX

which was

Government

the Sunday,
exercise was to serve

Tribunania

any purpose .t ‘was to
bring out concealed cicctke
and to prevert tradeirs
and stockists from puciing
stocks intc the licarded
underground.  But, every-
body except the purblind
who had deluded them-
selves into accepting the
bogus and exaggerated
“official’” production figures
of locally grown paddy
as correcs, knew that
there were no -concealed
stocks in any  sizeable
quantities. Furthermore,
rice, unlike gold and gems,
cannot be easily concealed:

it is lizble to deteriorate
and also likely to be

.

———
(Continued from Page 1)

in the years 1970, 1971
and 1972, have persuaded
political and ministrial big-
wigs that there are large
(concealed) stocks floating
around in the country.
Operation Rice, carried out
with ruthless brutality on
February |l, where the
police and troops exceed-
ed their powers at every
turn, proved to be a
hopeless failure.  In the
city of Colombo, where
the Government believed
they would unearth a few
thousand tons of rice, they
could find no more than
200 tons. The story was
the same in the provinces
and the outstations. It is
the same story as the
Operation  Chilli  exercise
carried out about the time

the Budget was presented.
The armed forces and the
police now, as then, were
sent to look for stocks
which were non-existent.

TRIBUNE, February 20, 1973

ness of everything we do.
History will
that the bulk of

specially-tailored

perchance they grow they
refuse to bear.
which were
there before have now shed
leaves and are with-

Productivity Act (with

importantly bear fruit.
is 2 sad and gloomy

not out of a sadistic delight

but because it is necessary
to awaken the thinking
sections of e wommunity
(where Tribune is avidly
read . and 1s passed from
hand 0 hand) to the great
dangers staring us in tha
face.

The Editor in his Rambl-
ing Notes.” concent.ates in
this issue on matters domes-
tic: .the politicel crisis re-
volving round the Speaker
and the economic crisis
centrzd on rice:  Set - in
the - context— of the world
¢arrency  (and  mZictary)
¢crisis, Sri Lanka is indeed

-in a bad way, Alkardi

Mugana  continues his
Safari, whilst Canax . con-
templates or the virtues
of vegetarians and vege-
tables frem the comfort
of his Easy Chair. Ariel's
article on the Vietnam
War is further continued
in this issue. We also:
publish  articles held over
from the last issue on.
Bangladesh, LBJ and Beggars.
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attacked by -rats and other
pests. {

Ia ~ tche circumstances,
only -panic’ <an set in mot-
jon @ _exercise like Opera-
tion' Rice using the armed
- ‘sefvices, .police and top
officialdlom “in order to
unearth allegedly concealed
stocks. The results of the
- Operation Rice show that
there were no big stocks
.in the country. Only trouble
and great inconvenience was
caused to  the public and
a2 sense of hostility against
the Government was in-
fused. into the common
people.

The police and the army
" at  every turn exceeded
their powers, They ‘“‘took
over” stocks _without weig-

hing the ricg "~or the
paddy. No ‘receipts were
given int- mosu _ ‘cases.

Even 2 few measures with
individuals were  grabbed
and thrown into'.the heap
in - the lofries. °A hindu
priest taking four measures
for a temple . ceremony
was asked to _hand over
the rice at’ the gates of
the temple in the heart

of Colombo—because the
armyman insisted  that no
one couid transport any

rice ac all. When a con-
plaint was made to a top
official, he  apologetically
intoned that |t ‘‘seemed
that the army had "exceeded
their powers” _and  had
added he would look into
it.. As no receipts were
given for stocks taken
over, the ‘“inquiry”, if
any, would be farcical.
Such abuse of power
occured even though it
had been announced that
an individual could take

5 bushels  of paddy or
2} bushels of rice for his
use without a permit.

OPERATION RICE did not
yield any hoarded stocks.
Only legitimately held
stocks were seized. This
caused a great deal of
inconvenience and  resent-
ment. If this operation
was genuinely  motivated,
(i.e for the purpose of
finding out the stocks
and bringing it under the
control of the Govern-
ment and the PMB), then it
was an exercise  which
has done great political
harm to the Government.
The same results could
have been obtained by
less obstreperous  means.

There are persons of
consequence and  respon-
sibility, however, who
think that Operation Rice
was a deliberate gimmick
by interested parties to
cover their retreat after
the major political debacle
they had suffered over
the attempt to compel
Speaker Stanley Tillekeratne
to resign. On February
7 the big Operation ‘Purge
to get rid of Speaker
Stanley  Tillekeratne  had
been set in motion—in
the NSA after the attempt

to get the UF Parliamen-
tary Group to sponsor
a censure motion had fail-
ed. A few vociferous
backbenchers had  started
a campaign of ‘“‘disobe-
dience” and  “‘disrespect’
—making it difficult and

impossible for the Speaker
to discharge his functions
in the NSA. Then LSSPer
Vasudeva Nanayakkara  had
openly - defied - him, and

there was  pandemonium
in the NSA for a while,

until ~ Speaker Tillekeratne
had adjourned the meeting
The LSSP and a few
SLFP  backbenchers felt
that these demonstrations
would compel Tillekeratne
to .resign. But the PM
thought  otherwise, She
would not tolerate such
indiscipline, discourtesy
and  downright  obstruc-
tion. She was 30 firm

that the LSSP and its allies

had to beat a retreat.
They were like chastised
little mice in the NSA
on February 8 and 9. It
is in this context, it Is
said,  that OPERATION
RICE was staged as a

diversionary  interlude ' to
make people forget OPER-
ATION REMOVE STANLEY

TILLEKERATNE.
Whether  Operation  Rice
was a gimmick or not,

it has served as an open
sesame into the hidden
mysteries of the rice situ-

ation in  this  country.

it has not brought
forth concealed stocks
of paddy and rice of
any sizable significance,
but it has shown that

what was concealed were
facts and not paddy and
rice. Facts had been
concealed in a way that
called for the resignation
or the sacking of a few
Ministers and their offi-

cials would have beén
knocked ‘out’ like hine-
pins after an exercise

such as Operation Rice, but
in Ceylon the Ministers
who deserved the “sack”
plumed  their feathers
and paraded before ‘the
public -as ‘herces who

TRIBUNE, February 20, 197>



had bYeen sinned against

by a ‘“vicious capitalist
press.”

IF NO “concealed”
hoards of paddy < and
rice were | unearthed,
was there anything else
which had been con-
cealed? Yes. ;

FIRST, it  had been con-
cealed that rice imports
which should have come
before. December 3l, 1972
had ' not come. Burma,
which should have shipped
44,000 tons under he (972
China-Sri Lanka Agree-
ment (on the basis of 2
China-Burma Agreement)
had defaulted. A private
contractor  from Pakistan
who should have shipped
20,000 tons had also de-
faulted. @ He cannot even
be traced.

SECOND, it had been
concealed that the Yala
harvest had been a fai-
lure. The Government
had hopefully expected to
collect at least 37 million
bushels ~of paddy from
the Yala harvest, but the
Food Commissioner has
now stated that the har-
vest had = yielded only
19 million bushels.

THIRD, it had also been
concegled that the 1971-72
Maha was a failure. It has
been stated that the 1971
Yala had failed because
of the insurgency, but the
partial drought in Decem-
ber 197 | —January 1972
was said by officials’ to be
the cause of the failure
of -the 1971-72 Maha. But
these facts were concealed.
When Tribune had brought
these facts to public notice
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of being ‘alarmist and was
told that such ‘‘exposures”
-only undermined the posi-
"and prestige
Government.

paddy production
average about

30 per cent of the land sown
with paddy in the 197172

that on an

the current Maha. In the
Mannar district, over

and in the Vavuniya district
over 24,000 acres. The figures

tyres, etc. etc.) With pro-

14 a bushel) to sow fields

over 50 bushels an acre.

new price of
I8 had been announ-

least half the
abandoned acreage would

But the price increase
announced
1973 comes too
for the Maha of
is too small for -the
Yala of 1973 or the Maha
of 1973-74.
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sene and lubricating oils
have gone up. = Other
costs have also- gone up.
And at the price of Rs.
18 a bushel, .it would yet
be uneconomic.. tc  cuiti-
vate ffelds which do not
bring in a yield of 70-80
bushels an acre. There
would soon be a further
reduction in_ the acreage
sown—unless remedial
measures are taken.

D» Government” officials
and their Ministers know
that, at present it costs
anything from Rs. 800 ‘to.
Rs. 900 to cultivate a
acre of paddy on scienti-
fic lines. Gone are the
days when an acre could
be cultivated on Rs. 200.
Two years ago it cost
about Rs. 300 —-an acre.
Last year the costs had
mounted *u» well over
Rs. 600.050. Ard in [973-
74 the costs will soon
reach ‘Rs. 1000,

A FARME? needs adequate
returns. It is foolish to talk
about . sociglism.” wr -  co-
operatives to ‘farmers at @
time like ‘this, when socia.
list agriculture  -eisewhere
has not shown remarkable
success and the “co-operative
movement -in Ceylon is a
b-word for corruntizie and
inefficiency.

FIFTH, the greatest amount

of concealment was by the
Ministry  of  Agriculture.
All  their  estimates for
paddy -~ production have
been proved to be false
in the light of actual
achievements. And  real
facts were concealed. |It-
was never revealed, until .
now, by officials that the. .
Yala harvest was a failure.
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Not so
gantly enthusiastic
men” of the Ministry of
Agriculture  had  declared
that © the minimum the PMB
would get for the 1972-73, of
the 56 millions expected as

long ago, arro-
“*spokes-

the total Maha harvest.
was 42 million bushels.
(Then there were plain-
tive and . apologetic re-

appraisals because, of drought

conditions, it _ was said—
the drought was fess. than
in . the pfevious year—

and other causes), and now
Minister  Kobbekaduwa in
an _ hopefully  enthusiastic
interview to the Observer
on 14/2 had stated that
the PMB was sure of hit-
ting the Maha target of
26 million bushels.  (The
42 milllon bushels talked
about a few - weeks ago
has  been -forgotten, or
concealed.) . -

BUT THINKING PEOPLE
will - ask why the Maha
target is -only 26 million,
when the ‘last Yala (anti-
cipatedj.target was 37 mil-
.lion? Should: not the Maha
’harvest be always greater
" than” the Yala? What was
" hot ‘revealed was that the
37 million for 1972 Yala
was' thé Doastful exagger-
_ration._ o1 the Agriculeural
Ministry, but the 26 mil-
lion for Maha is the reduced
. target  (with the earlier
tirget of 42 million happily

forgotten.)” Of the 37
million for Yals; 19 million
bushels were collected by
the PMB. g

How much of the current
Maha will the PMB collect?
If - the target was: set at
42 millions as earlier, the
PMB: should have collected
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about 20 million if the
last Yala was any yardstick.
But of the 26 millions,
how much will the PMB
coltect? If the figure of
26 million is anywhere
near the truth (for argu-
ment’s sake the columnist
is willling to concede that),
then the question to be
asked is just how much
the cultivators will now
be willing to hand over
to the PMB.

After the scare
by the February 1|
ratlon Rice, it is likely
that the farmer will make
every effort to retain for
seed paddy and for con-
sumption of his family
and the Ilabourers who
work on the farm as
much as he can afford to
retain. So far, every
cultivator was sure that
he could buy seed paddy
and off-ration rice for his
own needs. But  now,
everybody has been warned
that there will be no
off-the-ration rice, and far-
mers and cultivators will
not be inclined to sell to
the PMB the same quanti-
ties as in the past. Even
with the increase of price

created
Ope-

to Rs. 18 a bushel, the
impact of Operation Rice
will be such that farmers
will not part with stocks

unless they need the cash.
They will sell to the PMB

only to the extent they
need cash.

lt must be realised that
the selling outlets of
Co-ops, Marketing Depart-
ment stores and other
official agencies are not
enough to  service the

demand fon_'

off-ratien rice .

add
the
out
the

Will the Government
to. the miseries of
people by shutting
private  traders: from
rice trade?

AFTER THE
heights in
attained by
of Food and
of Agriculture on Sunday
February |1, what happen-
ed on Woednesday Feb-
ruary |4 was an  anti-
climax. Burma it appeared
had undertaken. to send
the  delayed shipment of
44,000 tons quickly. A
shipment  was expected
from Pakistar, The imme-
diate crisis, we were told,
had been averted, And
the free measure would
stand for the non-income
tax payers.  Tax payers
will now get the first
measure at  Rs. [,60, and
the secord measure - will
be sold to both taxpayers
and ron-taxpayers at Rs
1.0 a measure, if stocks -
were available.

HIMALAYAN
scare-gimmickry
the Ministry
the Ministry

In one sense, the com-
pulsory ration has been
cut down to one measure
a week to ‘every ration
book holder. Non-tax-
payers will continue to
get this measure free,
whilst taxpayers will pay
Rs. 1.60 for the measure.
But the second measure
is conditional on availa-
bility of supplies.

In the face of the
mighty crisis, the Gov-
ernment did neot think
it fit to end the free
measure of rice. The
greatest good the Gov-
ernment can do to the
moral ethos of the peopie
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" been

now

inhabiting
the . Republic of  Sri
Lanka is to end the
first measure of free
rice,

And  the - daily ) papers

have now woken up to
‘the facts of paddy produc-
tion. Earlier they had
swallowed the figures pro-
vided by the Ministries
and Departments. These
Ministries  spend lavishly
on “supplements”, and
daily -pdpers publish the
boastful and false statis-
tics provided in banner
headlines without examin-

ing their validity in critical
articles. If these supple-
ments and banner head-
lines, over the last one
_ year, are  believed, this
country must be a land
of plenty. If the paddy
production  figures pub-
lished in the daily papers
(and also provided over
- the Radio) were totted up,
it would seem that Sri

Lanka should by now be
well able to export paddy
and rice.

But today, the papers
sing a different tune, after
the ' Government  staged
the alarmist scare-gimmick
on February Il. The Sun
on 13/2 hinted that the

Maha crop would be 509
off target. The Sun again
fon 15/2) asked the quest-
ion DID SOMEONE BUN-
GLE THE PADDY DRIVE?
There is no need for the
question  mark, Tribune
has been emphasising over
the months that the food
production drive (if there
was a drive at all) had
bungled: ' that every-
thing was being done to make
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.production - and _produc-

tivity go in reverse gear.

THE GOVERNMENT'S
FOOD DRIVE will end
up in a farce if the drive
is allowed to go in the
way it is going. The most

essential and basic thing
for the increase of food
production is that there
must be a change in the
working hours in govern-
ment farms and the rural
areas—back to the tradi-
tional working hours of
the farmers.

The 830 am to 4.30
p.m. rule is good enough
for  factories  in urban
areas. It is good enough
for industrial factory units,
anywhere. But in the
agricultural sector in
Ceylon the 8 to 4 (or
8.30 to 4.30) rule is sul-
cide.  Government farms
pay overtime by the
milliens, because on a
farm work has to begin

by 5 am. and it goes on
at least until 7 p.m, But
in traditional farming, there
is really nlo work done
between [l a.m. to 3 p.m.
There are variations dis-
trictwise but, the under-
lying  principle is  that
work must be done to suit
the climate and the culti-
vation. Morever cows are
not milked during indus-
trial working hours—unless
in large mechanised units

which this country cannot
afford.

There cannot be an
unbroken 8-hour day, in
the agricultural sector,
but for the week agricul-
tural workers will not

have to work ' more than
42-44 hours a week. During

Tribunania

the year, they . will get

adequate leave owing to
the vagaries of  the waa-
ther and the imperatives
of the planting *  cycles.

But in the Sri Llanka
of today, the rules of
industrial labour and work-
ing time have been pushed
into. the rural areas. In
the .Government farm
schools, the 8 to 5 day
has been made the order
of the day. The result
is that there cannot be
a Green Revolution in this
country. In the USA,

work is paid for in terms
of an hourly basis and
shifts can be arranged in
the agricultural sector to
suit the needs of farming.
But in Sri Lanka, the
.Government _ favours the
8 .to 4 rule. Udtil this
is changed, legislativeiy
and. in every other way,
there will be no break-
through in agricultural
production,  whether it
be in 'the state sector,
or the co-operative sector,
or thé private sector.

In  these
the

circumstances,
announcements  over
the Radio that trained
“home  gardenars”  were
available for the fashionable
patrons - of the Nursery
at Torrington Square from
830 am to 430 pm at
Rs. 7.50 for a male worker

and Rs. 7.00 for a female
worker. What about their
lunch  break and their
tea breaks?

A fashionable home
gardener works in' ‘his

plot  before going to office -
and after he returns from .
work. Moreover, chilli .-
plants must be transplanted
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before 7 am or
5.30 pm when the

either
after

heat of the sun is not
co fierce. That is how
successful traditional chilli
farmers ~do. the work.
But oJr ..expérts in the
Turrington  Square  think
that everything could be
done between 830 am
and = 430 pm.

This is another gimmick

which  will” " flop.

And - furthermore, - the
new price of paddy = will
also not prove the i.acen-
tive the Government hopes
it will be. The taxpayer
will pay Rs. 1.60 a measure
and even the non-taxpayer
will pay this for the second
measure  whenever  avail-
abfe. At Rs. 1.60, a bushel
of paddy is Rs. 24, and
even if- one deducts the
costs of milling and  other
handling - -charges~ _(which
wil. be no more  than
Rs. | to Rs. 2 a bushel
even ' at' the exhorbitantly
high  overheads * of the
Paddy  Marketing  Board),
the ‘farmer will . expect
‘a price neater,to Rs.22 a
-bushel than even Rs. 20.
- If "the price of ration rice
is Rs. 1.60, the price of
off .ration wice, sanctioned
by the PMB, will' be higher.
- Will. - the peasant thén
not be .tempted to sell
his paddy, even  bushel
by | bushel, .. without
the -authority of the PMB,
into the open  market?
And it must be also rem-
embered that Rs. 18 a
bushel is no incentive at
‘the present level of costs
of production.

What is worse is
the Government s

that
setting

12

up false wvalues in Ilabour
charges' by wanting ts
Torrington  Nursery  wor-

kers to be paid Rs. 7.50
for working between 8.30
am to 430 pm Paddy
cultivation, even when the
season lasts, «cannot be
done within the 830 am
to 430 pm° time limit
and the workers who have
to work longer hours
will demand overtime pay-
ments, Farmers who work
will also want a return
commensurate with
the Rs.7/50 aday for a 8.30

to 430 day. On this basis,
the Rs, I8 a bushel be-
comes a dis - incentive.
Only farmers who can
reap at least 100 bushels
an acre will sow paddy
because only then can

he get a return for himself
and others at Rs. 7.50
a day for a 830 to 430
day.

This Government ‘has a
strange and supreme capa-
city to devise  measures
which  are self-defeating,
and to proclaim ‘“‘incentives”

which turn out to be dis-
incentives ab  initio.

And as this piece s
being  written, there s
a news report that survey
teams from the Ministry
of Planning and Economic
Affairs will go round the

countryside to find out
why paddy production has
dropped. For a beginnin
they will do well to rea
the copies of Tribune pub-
lished during the last
eighteen '~ months. And
if the report is correct,
is this not a blow to the
pundits of = the Ministry
of Agriculture?

] TEN-FOLD FISH YIELD

The new technology
of composite culture of
Indian and exotic fishes
which has yielded pheno-
menal results at the
latest experimental cul-
tivation by the Central
Inland Fisheries Research
Institute  researchers at
Kalyani, may help in 2
big way in the near
future in giving a sucec-
essful challenge to the
fish famine in the country.

In the trial-growing
by application of this
technology in one of
the  Institute's  experi-
mental ponds at Kulia
fish farm in  Kalyani,
scientists engaged in the
All-India Coordinated
Project on  Composite
Culture have produced
a record yield at the
rate of 6464 kg. per
hectare per year which
marks a ten-fold increase of
the maximum achievement
by the traditional
methods from such waters,

The  fertilisers  used
were  ammonium sul-
phate, super phosphate
and muriate of potash
and their quality was
worked out after de-
tailed analysis of water
and soil. Supplementary
feeding daily with ground

nut oil cake and rice
bran in the ratio of
1:1 at the rate of |
per cent of the body

weight of the fish was
given. Gross carp was
fed with Hydrilla ~ which
is an  aquatic weed
infesting  the  adjacent
Kulia beel.

(The Amrita Bazar Patrika)
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VEGETARIAN

Vegetables of -tb-e' World, Arise!

You have nothing to lose but your Vitamins.

THE PRESS recently devo-
ted a2 good . hit of front
page space to 'a meeting
of true minds held in
Colombo. To the media-
conscious, . the publicity
fell inte two
the first and by far the
larger being - well in ad:
vance, ir much the same
way NM is squeezing us
for taxes even before
we've earned the money.
According to the blurbs,
delegates from zll over
the world were to atterd.
The one thing the parti-
cipants - had in - common
was that by no stretch
of imagination cculd they
be damned as . represen-
tatives of ‘20th Century
meat-eating  savages’. They
were, to 2 man (znd even
a woman), proud reps of
‘20th  Century  vegetable-
eating’ savages.’ : ;
The Press, never having
quite lest its savage ins-
tinct, -n.turally  played it
up. But what the Press
ignored, and the public
know . ncthing about, was
another get-together, fur-
nily enaugh, also in Colom-
bo, just about the time

the vegetable-eating savages
were holdirg their pow-
WOW.

The little-known meeting
was the First  Regicnal
Vegetzble  Congress, and
was crganised by the in-

ternational Vegetables
Union. No official repert
of the proceedings is avail-
able but, thanks to my
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categories, .

BY CANAX
flair for investigative  \re-
porting, not to say any-
thing of my unparallelled
speculative  ability, | am
able to present you with
a fairly accurate picture

of what's been going on.

THE FIRST thing | gathered
was that a really fantastic
turn-out  was expected
from the world over, re-
presenting just about every
member of the  plant
world savaged by man
since Eve offered Adam
the apple and invited him
to take a bite. (“There’s
a first time for everything,”
she's reported to have
said, and fool that he was,
Adam believed her. |[nci-
dentally, this was the
first recorded instance of
what is now  popularly
called, in vegetable circles,
as Setting A Bad Example.))
But, it seems, many dele-
gates failed to show wup
because they were ‘cons-
cientious objectors’.

They objected most vehe-
mently, and in conscience,
to being compulsorily fumi-
gated on arrival at Katu-
nayake before being et
past the immigration bar-
rier. Most of the foreign
vegetables  considered the
requirement degrading
(“Beastly to the point
of being humap,” one
delegate is ' said to have
cried on hearing of it
and promptly cancelled
the trip), while a few of
them, all females, felt

From The Easy Chari

fumigation would alse ruin
their make-up for good.
Despite the poor . over-
seas participation the con-
ference was described as a
great success and 1 step
in the right direction
although, as one delegate
had put it, ‘‘we know

our meeting won't achieve
anything in practical terms
and certainly woén't reduce,
even slightly, Man’s inhuman-
ity to Vagetable.”

The © Chief Guest at the
conference, | hear, was
Mr. Top Weight, a name
that came to him as omne
of the last in the line of
descendants of a vegetable
family of Carrot. Sprightly
despite - his age, he cer-
tainly didn’t look his 90
days. Mr. T. W. kicked
off the conference with
a ‘challenging bit of food

for thought. “We all have
to. go sometime,” he had
said, “but we .don't have
to be willing victims of
feul murder.” ;

He  had added: | have

just heard of:- a barbaric,
carotene-curdling . statement
by a savage that he would
rather il a carrot than
a cow or baby lamb and,
thereby, commit the least
possible  harm. |  can't
quite put my finger on it,
but the sentiments expres-
sed somehow remind me
of a Marquis  notorious
in history and literature.”

Mr. Top Weight had
made an impassioned plea
to the conference to act
decisively to end the mass

slaughter of its member- -
ship. “Speak now”, he
had implored the gather-
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. From The Easy Chair
ing, ‘“or forever end up
in the pot” The vege-
table world, by its silence
throughout the ages, had
spropagated. the erroneous
ilea that it was incapable
of feelings, be they of
joy or pain., “If you have
any feelings to  show,”
he had concluded, “pre-
pare to show them now.”

THE  MEETING  showed
its feeling of oneness by
breaking ifito thunderous
applause, which died down
only when a handful of
delegates decided to also
break into song. For a
impromptu performance,
without rehearsal, it was a
‘most  agreeable  rendition
of ‘We Shall Overcome’,
There was a minor diver-
sion at this stage when
the singing: was drowned

by a sudden shriek from
among  the fudience.
“She's fainted!” cried a
voice. © ‘‘No, she’s been
"touched!”* yelled another.
lt tutned out that the

lady " ‘in question (but also
., in  distressy was not a
. delegate -but an observer
.+ well-known for being sen-
sitive to the point  of
exhibitionism.  Seems Miss
Touch-Me-Not  never . mis-
.sed , an opportunity -to
show her feelings.

Mr.
focal
country,
the face, but’ not
because he was
He was from 2 very
blooded family of Beet-
root. He noted sadly,
his whole  well-rounded
figure shaking with emo-
tion, that no less a savage
than the Catering Manager
of Air India had prepared

Globe, a
from  up-
red in
merely
furious.
red-

Crimson
delegate
looked

14

quote his very
he said, choking
with  emotion, “five-hun-
dred tasty dishes from
vegetables,” Mr. Globe,
it may be noted, was capa-
ble of a fascinating range
of emotional responses,
from shaking with emotion
to choking with it. At
his urging, ~a Select Com-
mittee was appointed to
study the possible effec-
tiveness of economic sanc-
tions, including a tetal
boycott of the Flying
Mzharajah and  his  Magic
Carpet. It takes an ex-
perienced airline like Air
Ceylon to know that what
sells seats is not tasty
vegetable dishes, or ‘even
good, relizble 2ircraft, but
shapely, sexy hostesses.
Which is why they don't
have any. But Air Ceylen’s
management  could  tezch
Air India a2 thing cr two,
like how to make an
omelette  without  break-
ing the egg.

The way things are going
we savages had  better
watch cur step, our weight
and our vegetables, I
think we are in for hard
times and are likely to be
faced with 2 more mili-
tant, aggressive vegetable
population from now on.

USUALLY RELIABLE sour-
ces (of rumour) indicate
the possibility of an inter-
national campaign on the
lines of the spontaneous
demonstrations so efficiently
organised to protest Ameri~
ca's brutal aggressicn
against the helpless pea-

—*“and |
words,”

santry of North Vietnam.

The theory appeared to
be that if the Viet Cong,
with more than its

fair

share of murder and may-

hem, could elicit world-
wide sympathy for  its
cause, the vegetable werld,
never having done any-
thing to harm anybody,
could surely expect as
much if not more support

for its survival,
Another story going the
rounds is that the con-
ference discussed a pro-
posal to set up 2 guerrilla
organisation to achieve its
ends. Seems some of the
membership were all for
it since there were enough
vegetables  with life-long
experience of underground
activity, like carrot, beet-
root, potato, yam, radish,
manioc and Bombay Onion.
But the majority view,
which apparently won the
day, was that Violence
in the pursuit of justice
was an indefensible prin-
ciple except among human
savages.

the  retaliatory
measures  considered by
the meeting, | hear, was
the possibility of = vege-
tables  making themselves
bitter = wherever  possible,
thus putting the savages
off them. The idea was
to cultivate bitterness as
an effective survival mecha-
nism. “Do  your damn-
dest to leave a bad taste
in the mouth,” one dele-
gate had exhorted those
present.

“We've done
our lives,” walled . .one
vegetable, not even both-
ering to stand up and be

Among

that  all

identified, ‘‘but where has
that got wus?”’ The ‘con-
ference agreed .that Mr,
Bitter Gourd had a lot
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be

to bitter about, but
urged him to crry on
the good - fight, alone
if need be, to the bitter
end. . ;
During the ‘any other
business’ stage, the meet-
ing considered a propo-

sal to seek United Nations
intervention to  dissuade
the Press, printers and
- publishers from  putting
out ideas that were un-
deniably infllmmatory and
an open incitement to
violence. Numerous ex-
amples were cited from
women’s page recipes and
cookery  books  published
both here and abroad.
The matter was  consi-
dered urgent and vital
- enough to justify sending
a delegate to call on the
Secretary-General in  per-

son. But the mood got
somewhat ugly when the
_ meeting got down to
making the choice, cince
everybody  wanted the
plum job. Of course, Mr.
Plum said he wasn’t in-
terested because he was
feeling  terribly  dehydra-
ted. Local delegates made
out a strong case why

the choice should be from
among them. One of the
points urged in support
was the acute shortage
of foreign exchange, mak-
ing overseas travel 2 lux-
ury locals could Il afford.
Only  pre-paid-and-all-found
jaunts like this one were
allowed. The conference
accepted this as  being
reason enough to pick a
delegate from Sri Lanka.

MANY NAMES were con-
sidered for the job which,
it was stressed, - required
diplomacy, tact and a per-
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suasive * manner. Mr. lJak
Fruit was ruled out as
being too outwardly prickly
while his close kinsman,
Mr. Durian, though accep-
table in most respects,
was dropped because it
was felt the Secretary-
General’s  sympathies could
hardly be won if he hac
to discuss their
while holding his

Someone suggested that
Mr. Mango was the ideal
choice, and only then did
the gathering realise that
Mr. Mango was not even
one of the participants
at the conference. Another
delegate explained, with
obvious envy, that Mr.
Mango was abroad most
of the time anyway, thanks
to the Marketing Depart-
ment’s  generous travel
grants to him for being
an active foreign-exchange
earner. And so the whole
idea was canned.

problem
nose.

Finally  the  conference
turned to an  overseas
delegate, Mr. Olive, but
he said he couldn’t take the
job for personal reasons
(he had accepted several
invitations to  cocktails),
but agreed to
Branch instead.

The conference . ended,
I'm told, with every mem-
ber taking a solemn oath

and giving a personal
undertaking, written in
his or her own Vitamins,

to do everything vegetably
possible to rid the earth
of the horrible idea that
‘One Man’s Meat s
ther Man’s Vegetable.’

| dont know if

journalistic ‘scoop”  of what

send 2

ano-

this

From The Easy Chalr

went on at the First
Regional  Vegetable-. ' Con-
gress will put me in the
running for .the" Pulitzer
Prize, but | feel  duty-
bound to acknowledge ruy
source, without which this
exclusive report would
not have been possible.
All  that I've told you
came to me. down the
grapeyine, one which |
have known for . nearly
ten years now, residing
as it does in my garden.
Growing  grapes  certainly
has its advantages, espe-

cially at times lixe this.

UNDERGROUND
MOTORWAY FOR
E LONDON

stretch
motor-

_ London’s first
of underground
way, which  will ~ be
Europes’ longest stretch
of motorway to be built
underground for . purely
environmental-  purposes
has been approved in
principle by the Grea
ter -Lordon  Councils’
Environmental  Planning
Committee.

The proposed motor-
| way, stretching for 1l
miles in south-east Lon-
don, would be made up

of four separate deep-
bored tunnels, each
carrying two lanes of
traffic. Each tunnel
would have an internal
diameter of 37 feet
and 2an overhead clea-
rance of 161 feet. The
.cost is  estimated at

more than £ 39,000,000
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Safari
SAFARI IN CEYLON

ON THE MOVE

Amparai: Inginiyagala: Battica

IN A NORMAL YEAR.
there would be rain in
January in . -these  parts,
but there -has  been no
rain for 2 long. time now,
and | understand that The
paddy sown in the chenas
has died. | had heard
that this was the position
in . Bibile | too.

On the way back, in &
distance = of  two-and-a-half
miles | counted no less
than four springs, two
of which had formed
civulets (I could _not see
the outlets of - the other
two), and two  stagnant
pools (inlets and outlets,
if there were any, were
hidden by scrub), and |
also had to ford ' a river
where 2 car could easily
have .got through. The
old Maha 'Oya Trest-house,
which | shall always asso-
‘cidte < with Dr. Spittel s
‘again - a rest-house,. after
being a police station for
some’  Ygars. The  two
miles to Maha Oya were
well lined with big Mara

trees giving adequate shade.

There were some fine
jurigle * trees to be seen
past the ~ bridge, .really
tall = ones. X

From the junction of
the Batticalca and Amparai
roads near Maha Oya,
there was some very fine
looking  illuk stretching
out along the Amparai
road on either side for
some miles, It was not
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Mannampitiya
Y
ALKARDI MUGANA

long stuff. Cattle will eat

some very fine

the forests

any weed to come through.
up to the road there was

it and the

inside the forest,
been farmed

interplanted

maize which is

manioc too.

ANYBODY
of Ceylon art should visit
Go to: the Fatima Shrine.

depicted

into Egypt
scenes from Fatima.

and media-

tative  Sermon oh the
Mount, that time when
people were told to love
their enemies. The central
theme, the one that
in the centre of it all,
is Christ bestriding the
world. It is quite fitting
that overlooking the whole
and in a prominent posi-
tion is the . dagoba from
the local Vihara and Pan-
sala. All of this is In the
open air, If anybody wants
anyone to show  them
their way around, it might
be better for them to
call first at the church
in Amparai, if they wish,
and this will not always
be necessary.

It was while | was at
Inginiyagala that the wea-
ther broke. On the same
day at Amparai it started
raining  again, and the
rain has been quite heavy.
Amparai  and  Inginiyagala
both have the feel and
the look of new towns,
but Amparai of course
is much bigger. Inginiya-
gala is little more than
a village, but it has a big
rest-house. The new town
at Anuradhapura can never
be new in quite the same
way because it is part of
a very old city. Kalmunai
| thought, has also this
feeling of being new, and
| have an idea that it
has become what it s
because of the Gal Oya
scheme.  Polonnaruwa has
an air of being new be-
cause the area of the ruins
is quite restricted, the
ruins being almost museum
pieces, unlike as at Anura-
dhapura, where the ruins
seem to be everywhere
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and. so are most part of

one's life there

to have
more
be-
too
thing.
this
heavy
and it
like

‘The rain seems
eased off, which .s
to our convenience
cause you can have
much of a good
I had not written
long, when the
rain  started again
dces not look much
letting up. Kalmunai too
had rain when we got
there, and there was a
very strong wind.

A lorry had/ knocked a
new bridge = construction
and its steering seems
to have been broken.
It was blocking the road
to Batticoloa. | thought
we would be there all
night the way matters
were  going,  but two
trousered men took charge
and speaking very gently
to the driver, and giving
him a helping hand when
necessary and, even doing
some of the work, they
got him to use his heavy
jack to lift the front of
the vehicle, while they man-
handled the wheels around.
When the wheels were
pointing the right  way
one of the men himself
reversed the vehicle to
‘the side of the bridge
which had nothing bet-
ween It and the water
and the traffic’ got through.
| thought it a wonderful
example of what we can

do in Ceylon. Our bus
. driver set himself to make
up for lost time, and we
fairly flew along, It was
lucky '~e met only ocne
other vehicle on the road.
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: late,

Batticaloa is a nice place
at night. Places keep open
especially  pavement
men who do a trade in
cooked food which they
cook on the pot, so that
you know it is good. It
is a nice idea. Batticaloa
had had only a little rain.
From Valaichchenai onward
I noticed teak forests—
older 'forest because the
trees were well thinned
out. There was usually
a screen of jungle between
the teak and the road.
The teak left behind, we
came across iluk and paddy,
a tangle of beth, with
some fields, more obviously
paddy, not yet cultivated.

At Mannampitiya, which
is short of Polonnaruwa,
| was told there is a Milk
Board factory. What |
did see from the moving
bus was an enormous
open stretch of grass very
pleasing to the eye, because

it was real grass. The
fields looked tough as if
they needed rolling. An
English hayfield would
bave to be rolled.
Kaduruwela and Polon-
naruwa are really almost
twin  towns, not quite
joined together. Kaduru-
wela would almost seem
to be the more important

and ail long distance buses
ply to Polonnaruwa.

Polonnaruwa to
the only really prominent
tank all the way from
Batticola to Habarana is
the tank at Giritale, the
land looks well habited,
with  coconut  trees a
many, and tall ones, show-

From

Safari

ing that this area has been
well populated for Juite
some time, After Giritale
there was “jungle all the
way to Habarana, but |
was told there is  aiso
teak.

(To be Centinued)

NEEM OIL-
FERTILISER MIX

The fertilising capacity
of nitrogenous fertilisers
can be substantially in-
creased by mixing the
Tertilisers with neem
oil, according to a study
made at the College of
Agriculture, Poona.

Ammonical nitrog'en
fertilisers, which undergo
chemical . and  biochemi-
cal reactions ~ in soils,
lose . nitrogen significantly
at the root . zone of
_plants. At present,
certain costly imported
chemicals are used to
prevent this loss of
nitrogen from ' the nitro-
genous - fertilisers.

The Poona study has-
shown that these che-
micals can now be effec-
tively substituted by neem
oil, which can be produced

cheaply from indigenous
neem seeds.




Ban.g;fadesh

Pre-election Party Lines in

Bangladesh

" By A Special Correspondent

Dacca,

THE PACE of political
developments :in = Bangla-
desh has picked up percep-
tibly with only a little
more than 2 month left
for " the country’s first
general elections to be
held on 7 -March. The
elections Have assumed a

significant dimension recen-
tly with the emergence of
the Rab-Siraj group for-
mally as a political party—
the - National Socialist Party

—and the Awami Yuba
League as the “political
youth _wing” of the ruling
party. :

The earlier . doubts about
the character of the Rab

Siraj group “are now .being

confirmed by the open
assertion . of its line of
political  thinking =  every

day through generous dec-
larations by the joint
conveners—A. . 5. M. Rab-

and Major M. A, lalil—of
the - newly-formed  party.
The - complexion of the

party, which used to baffle
many; has been clarified to
some extent by the entry
into it' of Major lalil who

recently resigned from the
Bangladesh army and has
been looking at-India with
anything but a friendly
eye. . :

A confirmed “extreme

nationalist and follower of
Islamic  socialism” as  he
himself puts it, he has been
cruising in  Maulana Bhash-

ani's orbit till now and has

been almost in the vanguard

of the tirade against India
for the last few months.

THE POLITICAL line that
the NSP is going to toe
has been made amply clear
in. its policy statement;
its conveners, Mr. Rab
and Maj. Jalil, announced
at a macabre press con-
ference a few days back
where they appeared with
the  bullet-ridden  corpse
of one of their followers.
Assailing the  Government
of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
and all that it represents,

they pointed to their dead
comrade as “a victim of
the present fascist rule.”

Their
sought to

policy  statement
demolish  ver-
bally the present Govern-
ment by saying that it
has belied the expectations
of the people as "it is a
puppet regime installed b?r
neo-expansionist powers’,
making more than obvious
hints at India and the

Soviet Union. They said
that their mission  was
against “big brotherly dic-

tation from these powers’.
In their assessments the
foreign policy of Bangladesh
has been a miserable fai-
lure as it has surrendered
before these powers.

It is interesting to
note that one of their
main demands is the
scrapping of some secret
treaties which Bangla-
desh, they alleged, has
entered into with India.

This demand Maulana
Bhashani has also Leen
making for months. The
main  political and ideo-
logical objective  of the
party was announced as

establishment of “scientific

socialism’ by causing a

full blossoming of the con-
cept of Bengali nationalism.”
IT IS [INTRIGUING that
while on the one hand

the National Socialist Party

has  projected an anti-
India posture, a whisper-
campaign has simultaneously
started that this party is
being patronised by India.
And there are indications
that this campaign has

emanated from NSP circles
themselves. -

One of the widely spread

rumours in interested cir-
cles is that Mr, Sirajul
Alam  Khan, guide and
philosopher of NSP, visited
Calcutta twice recently ' to
meet Congress leaders
there,

THE FACT  is otherwise,

He did visit Calcutta but

for a dialogue with some
top CP-M  |eaders. And
it is reported that he
has returned with some

assurances of support from
them.

Although overtures are
being made by Maulana
Bhashani and his recently
formed coterie and the
extreme right and left
groups to the newly for-
med NSP, this new party
is right now hesitant to
become a partner in the
Maulana’s crudely-styled
communal campaign.  Des-
pite the hesitancy it s

displaying now in joining
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* there

the Maulana
logic of the
it is pursuing
will  ultimately lead this
new party to some sort
of  understanding, direct
or indirect, with Maulana
Bhashani.

Meanwhile
opinion has viewed the
birth of the Awami Yuba
League on- the eve of the
elections “with  apprehen-
sion, especially in view of
* statements = made by its
convener, Sheikh  Fazlul
Haq Moni who is Prime
Minister  Sheikh  Mujib’s
nephew. His pronounce-
ments that the Yuba Lea-
gue will contain Marxism
and Communism and
‘maintain - law and order’
have led many to appre-
hend application of strong

hands  with
openly, the
political line

sober  public

© arm tactics.

ALREADY
formal emergence
two  organisations,
and Awami Yuba
has been a spurt
in political murders in the

country. )

following  the
of the

NSP
League,

“ln such a context, it is
also  intriguing that  the
rufing Awami League even
now seems to be in no
mood to fight the NSP’s

disruptionist  political  line.
Instead, the Awami League
leadership has = chosen the
NAP of Professor Muza-
flar Ahmad, . which  has
been pleading for united
action of all parties since

liberation to rebuild the war
ravaged country, as . its
main  political opponent.

A section of the Awami
League leadership  makes
no secret of its fear that
if the NAP of Prof. Muza-
far Ahmad is not fought
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. out

" tions

in the next elections,
likely to emerge as
a challenging
the: Awami League” in the

it s

.next few years.

ALTHOUGH Prime Minister
Mujibur Rahman has re-
iterated time and again his
determination to curb anti-
secular and  anti-democ-
ratic . forces, reports reach-
ing Dacca from different
districts indicate that sec-
of the ruling Awami
League are acting there
in a way which only ex-
tends tacit patronage to
disruptive forces,

There is hectic
in all political camps and
the political parties are
getting down to the busi-
ness of the election. The
Election Commission is
likely to finalise voters’
lists by the end of next

month.

The ruling Awami League

will  officially  launch its
campaign on 10 December
with a public meeting at
Dacca Race Course Maidan
which  the Sheikh  will
address on Victory Day,
commemorating  the  first
anniversary of Bangladesh
liberation.

The Awami League’s
National Council, consist-
ing of over 1,500 members
will meet for two days
in the third week of De-
cember to form a parlia-
mentary board which  wil
decide the party’s nomi-
nations and poll strategy.
According to the top
Awami League leadership,
the main election issues
of the party will be the
party’s  achievements, in-
cluding giving a constitu-
tion to this new nation

activity

force to.

Bangalad=sh

within the shortest possible

“time and stability to the
country, nationalisation of
85 per cent of uauonal
wealth in  keeping  with
its declared  poiicy of a
socialist order. in the
national economy and its
successful leadership.

THE NATIONAL AWAMI

Party of Professor Muzaffar
Ahmad, the second biggest

political  party in the
country, will decide its
poll strategy by -~the end
of this month. The party’s
working = committee - - will
have its two-day session
from 19 November which

will be followed by Its
national  council  session.
Meanwhile, Prof. Muzaffar

Ahmad has announced that
his party will contest = all
the 300 seats of the Bangla-
desh Parliament.

“The central
the Communist Party of
Bangladesh is scheduled to
be held in the first week
of Decenber to decide ‘its
poll stragety and the party
will  launch its election
campaign on 10 December
with a public ‘meeting at
Palton Maidan.
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 New Delhi
NOT.IN SRI LANKA ONLY

Faem Graduates Without Jobs

WITH  THE. recognition

that  manpower  planning -

constitutes one of the
most challenging gaps in
the overall .methodology
of planning, a high priority
has, to be .accorded to
manpower planning in the
agricultural  sector, It s
here that the baffling prob-
lem of reconciling exten-
sive  manpower utilization
projects with ~the  most
advanced agro-technology,
poses many’ questions.
Agriculture plays  the
most crucial role in India’s
economy. Apart from pro-
viding food, it accounts
for about 50 per cent of
our national Income. It
provides. - livelihood to 70
per cent -of our popula-
tion. It produces ° raw
materials for large sections
of national industry and,
for. the first time, provides
sizable output for exports.

AN IMPORTANT - objective
of the fourth Plan s to
achieve a sustained growth

raté . in  agriculture of
about 5 per cent pér an-
num.. Another - objective

is to etable as large 2
rural population as possi-
ble, including. ‘small culti-
vators, farmers in dry areas
and  agricultural . labourers
to participate in the pro-
cess of development and
share its benefits. Accord-
ingly, developmental prio-
rity programmes in agri-
culture fall broadly into

two  categories, namely,
those which aim at maxi-
mising  production and

those designed to remedy
i mbaiances.
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breakthrough

trained manpower.

rate of 5 per cent, although

programmes
not uniform.

THE . PROCESS of moder-
nization of agriculture
tails provision of improved
and high yielding varieties

protection mea-

arrangements

fourth Plan,

was provided as the public
outlay for

programmes.
to 17 per cent of the total
1,068 crores
Third Plan.

At the time of Indepen-
India had a
of about 5,000 agri-
The Third Plan
stock of agricultural gradu-
en the eve of the Fourth
mated to be 51,000.
1972, there willt be

67,000 agricultural ™ gradua-
tes, and indications are that
that the number will in-

- crease  to 78,000 and

one lakh in 1974 and 1979
respectively.

THE INFRA-STRUCTURE
for the building up to
agro-technology is  provi-
ded by the Agriculture
Universities  established all
over India. At resent
there are seventeen Univer-
sities in India. ~ But the
problem of student wastage
has assumed ~ considerable
importance with the = un-
controlled growth of agri-
cultural  education. =  The
Fourth Plan, ' visualizing
supply and demand  im-
balances in respect of
agricultural manpower, stres-
sed the need for ensuring
educational  planning.

The large expansion in
the  number of agricul-
tural, veterinary and agri-
cultural engineering colle-
ges has resulted in the
output of agricultural en-
gineers and  veterinarians
far in excess of requirement.
The  All-India  Conference
on Agricultural Education,
sponsored by the Indian Coun-
cil of Agricultural Research
recommended that the
teacher should be exposed
to - modern  methodology
and techniques in teaching
and that periodical review
covering the course-curri-
cula, and accreditation of
agricultural universities and
colleges' should be carried
out by [ICAR.

For implementing the
Intensive  Agricultural Pro-
duction Programme, espe-
cially the high yielding
varieties and multiple pro-
gramme,  the extension
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THE VIETNAM AGREEMENT

IN THE LAST ISSUE, we the. other fraternal Indo-
bi_agan the story of the chinese peoples and give
Vietnam Agreement by resolute support and assis
setting out the state- tance to their just cause.
ments of President Nixen,
the Soviet Government “We sincerely wish that
and the: Chinese Govern- the people in north Viet-
ment. These three parties nam under the leadership
constitute the most im- of the Viet nam Worker's
portant outside factors in- Paryy and the Government
volved in  the Vietham of the Democratic Repub-
imbrogolio. lic of Viee Nam,will achieve
new successes in  consoli-
Owing to the exigen- dating and  building the
cies of space, an impor- gocjalist north. We sin-
tant extract from the cerely ‘wish that' the people
Chinese statement was left |n South Viet Nam under
out and it is appended the banner of the South
below to make the record Vijet nam National Front

complete. for Liberation and the
Provisional Revolutionary

“China and Vietnam are Government will, together
-close  neighbours  linked with the other two poli-

up with common rivers tical forces, set up ‘speedily
and mountains. Our two a national council of natio-
-peoples have always sup- nal reconcilation and con-
ported  and encouraged cord and councils at lower
each other and forged a |evels and, through con-
profound revolutionary gultations, hold general
friendship in  the protrac- elections and decide the
ted struggles against im- political future of  the
perialism, The  Chinese south and make a conti-
people: have always nuous advance along the

regarded your struggles as road of independence, de- -

their own  struggle and mocracy and national unity.
taken as their bounden \We are convinced that
intermationalist  duty to the Vietnamese  People’s
support and  assist your agpirations to re-untify the
just' cause. This we have ‘fatherland will surely be
done in the past during realized and that their

your  war  against US. just cause  will surely
aggression and for national triumph,
salvation, and we will in

the future continue to Mao Tsetung,
stand together with the Chairman of the Central
fraternal  Vietnamese and Committee of the Com-
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International 'Affairs

munist Parey of China,
Tung Pi-wu, -

Acting  Chairman'  of tie
People’s Republic of China
Chou Teh, -

Chairman of ‘the Standing
Committee of the National
People’s Congress of the
People's Republic of China.
Chou En-lai,

Premier of the State Coun-
cil of the People's Repub-
lic of China. '

Most  editorial  writers
and commentators - round
the world, welcomed the
end of the US involve-
ment, paid the greatest
attention to examining
the likely impact' of the
cease-fire  agreement  on
the future course of the
internal struggle for power
in Saigon. A few went
into  wider perspectives
and examined the future
American outlook on world
affairs, and, the possible
repercussions on the con-
duct of other  big powers
either in . relation to Asian
affairs © or  their  global
interests.

The = Spectator had this
to say: “No Pax Americana
can now come about—
Viet Nam itself has seen
to that. But what is now
possible is a white man’s

(Continued from Page 20)

machinery  at different
levels is being  stream-
lined. To augment the

professional competence of
the  VLWs, particularly
those employed in inten-
sive agricultural areas,
selected gramsewak train-,
ing. centres have  been.
upgraded.
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peace based securely if
improbably  upon Russo-
American  understanding,  if
not accord....There  re-
main threats .of war and
causes of war, in the Mid-
dle East, on the Sino-
Soviet border,  between
east and west, and bet-
ween white and coloured.
Nevertheless, provided opt-
imists and ‘ideologues are
kept from  power, the
sceptical spectator is. today,
for the first .time in this
century, entitled -to told
the view that major war-
fare is unlikely and that,
with the humbling of Ame-
rica, peace in our time
is breaking out.”

. The " Paris newspaper Les
Echos thinks that from
Washington's point of view
the inevitable adjustment
to a._.pew world situation
bristles  with  difficulties.
It “says: ‘‘There once was
the *America to the Ameri-
cans, for which Monroe
established * the , charter;
then the America, gendarme
of -+the  universe,
Richard Nixon now pro-
mises a . middle course:
an’. America -accepting the
sharing and allocating of
responsibilities.  This third
way = is’. not  necessarily
the « easiest for a nation
still  ~ wavering between
the ‘contradictory  temp-
tations of  neo-isolation-
ism and imperialism.  For
Washington, it  primarily
requires reliable allies will-
ing to act as so many
relays of American power.
But it is precisely at this
level that the  Achilles
tendon of -the ‘Nixon
doctrine’ is located.”
The commentator of The
' Asign  (Hong  Kong) on
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Far  Eastern  affairs, Mr-
Juan Gatbonton, perti-
nently draws attention to
the conflict between state-

level diplomacy and appro-
aches to revolutionary
movements of recent years.
He says the superstates
have come to agree that
their proper pursuit is to
prevent these  revolution-
ary movements from em-
bittering relationships
among themselves and up-
setting  the international
power balance.

“Constructing this  deli-
cate structure,” he adds
“has been the primary
occupation these past four
years of President Nixon
and his resident Machia-
vellian Henry Kissinger..
The Chinese are the most
unlikely partners in this
emerging coalition of the
status quo, But for some-
time now China’s ideolo-
gical militancy has been
dampened by the deadly
rivalry with the Russians.
Peking's anxiety about the
war on its southern bor-
ders has abated in -pro-
portion to the pace -of
American withdrawal. Nei-
ther Peking nor Woashing-
ton is likely to do any-
thing - to stir up these
anxieties  again—at  least
not for sometime.”

The Daily Telegraph, too
is inclined to take a hope-
ful view of future power
alignments. “The future
depends, first and fore-
most, on whether China,
in order to develop her
relations with ‘America to
offset  Russian pressure,
ijs .prepared to -exercise
a restraining influence -on
Hanoi. China  certainly

wants to eliminate Russia'$

influence as Hanoi's main-
arms supplier in a conti-
_nuing war. Russia, which
has much to gain from
increased co-operation with
America, may also co-
operate in  making the
peace agreement work
after a fashion. The por-

tents are not all ‘grim."

Le Monde looks at the
ceasefire from the point
of view of French interests

in these terms: “The post-
war situation offers France
a new chance in what
was for long one of its
colonies and for which
the ‘French have ‘remained
nostalgicc.  The condemna-
tion -of the American in-
tervention, first by Gene-
ral De Gaulle and later,
more discreetly, by Presi-
dent Pompidou have -ear-
ned for it sympathies in
the Viet Namese :popu-
lation.”

While speculating on the
shape of American -poli-
cies to <come, it is not
irrelevant to 'reflect -again
on how <and why Washing-
ton came to be Idrawn
into the disastrous -engage-
ment in Viet Nam. New
Statesman,  for instance,
has done well to discount
the cosy belief that ‘‘some-
how the American mili-
tary—those convenient
monsters in ‘the 'Pentagon
—had their wicked way
with a «collection :of -poli-
tical and. academic inno-
cents, first of ‘the New
frontier and ‘then of the
Great Society.”!  The res-
ponsibility for the Viet
Namese tragedy, it -says
rests four square 'on the
shoulders of  electzd poli-
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ticians,  enlightened
nessmen, even fashionable
and ' celebrated academics.

“It was = because the
men who. came to Wash-
ington in the early* sixties,’
the British weekly notes,
“‘were determined to
change the world—and
were 5o sure that they
knew how to do it—that
the entire « tragedy began.
Was  the
ness, then,
the  beginning?  According
to the war's most per-
sistent Congressional critic
it. probably was, Over
seven years ago, Senator
J. Fulbright published a
small volume of speeches.
It was called The Arrogance
. of Power. If Viet WNam,
offers any sort of lesson
it is perhaps that  liberals,
above all are  specially
susceptible to it.”

moral  blind-
there from

At will be seen that the
general trend of opinion
is - cynically critical about
the Yietnam Agreement
though most = people are
happy  that there is a
ceasefire. Whilst the gene-
ral  weight of opinion s
still  chiefly against the
USA, on several grounds,
-eg: the fact that war carr-
ied on for so long, the
many bombing  outbursts
particularly the last, etc.
etc,,
mentators who are also
critical of China in regard
to Vietnam. They stress that
in the historic victory ‘-of
the people of North Viet-
nam over American Impe-
rialism an enormous role
" was played’ by the support
of -all *‘peace-loving forces”,
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busi-

.had given

there are also com-

particularly the socialist coun-

tries and more especially
the Soviet Union which
Hanoi a . cons-
tant and . steady supply of
economic and military
assistance ever since the
beginning of the US in-
tervention, It is pointed
out that the Soviet Union
remains to be a genuine
supporter of all people
struggling  against  aggres-
sion and imperialism.

Such commentators also
stress that the peace set-
tlement in  Vietnam had
shown that US Imperia-
lism can no longer main-
tain the policy of diktation
from a position of stren-
gth. To make amends,
it is suggested, that the
uUs should compensate
Vietnam with damages for
the “inhuman and barba-
rous air raids” by supp-
lying equipment and machi-
nery to rebuild the coun-

try. The damages are-
conservatively estimated at
6 to 8  billion dollars.
But apart from condemn-
ing the US imperialism
for  waging  war, these
commentators take the
opportunity  to declare
that the war would have
been over sooner if China

had followed 2 more cons-
tructive and positive policy.
It is' emphasised that China
had rejected successive propo-
sals by socialist countries. for
united action in support of
North Vietnam, that China
had placed obstacles: in
the movement of supplies
from Russia to Indo-China
and that Peking had even
downgraded its  support
for  North Vietnam in its

International Affairs

attempts to establish a
detente  with  the USA.
There is no dout: that
Peking would have liked

Hanoi to have came out of
the war fully deperdent on
China.

But the ceasefire agree-
ment has turned North
Vietnam into- an indepen-

dent power entrusted with
an important ‘role to en-
sure peace and- security
in the region, in. the whole

of the Indo-China - penin-
sula. and thereby in Asia
itself. How far this will
fit the geopolitical calcu-
lation of China is yet to
be seen, but China has
now to contend with a
new setup in the: Indo-
china area  witk’  states
(Vietnam, Cambodia znd
Lads) made  independent
by the support of
USA, USSR  and - also

China and other big powers.

(To be Continued)

TRIBUNE ~makes no |
attempt to exact coraplete |
conformity from its contri-
butors, but rather welcomes
2 variety of opinions con-

sistent with general policies.

MANUSCRIPTS
TRIBUNE cannot ' assume
responsibility for unsolicited
articles and letters. None
will be returned unless so
requested and is accom-
panied by a stamped seif-
addressed envelope.
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Report from India

FORE[GN POLICY PROBLEMS

Nepal, Bangladesh, China,

At * From A Special Correspondent

‘New Delhi,

Early in February, Prime
Minister  Indira Gandhi
paid a visit to Nepal. This
is - Mrs. Gandhi's second
visit to Nepal=the. first
being in'  Ogtober 1966.
The stress was or.strength-
ening goodwill and also
establishing a dialogue with
the new 27-year old ng
Birendra. -

It ic well to remember
that - India is. committed
to [ytilissng Rs. 43 crores
in  Nepal through  the
Indicn  ~o-operation mis-
sion oy 1976. Nepalese
leaders also” want a new high-
way and also hydel projects and
had also requested Mrs.
Gandhi for, goods- transit
facilities  to Bangladesh
ports, _ like Chittagong,
through” the  Radhikapur
railhead. King. Birendra
is. known to be keen on
a . * middle-level highway
across Nepal, estimated
to cost .Rs. 35 crores.

The demand for an alter-
native ' -roadway  towards
India : from Kathmandu,

reducing the existing mile-

age on Tribhuvan  Rajpath
to about * two-thirds, s
a matter of urgency.

Diplomatic  interest  is
being  evinced ° in  the
mammoth Rs.  30C-crore
Karnali project, deep in
Nepal, which was discussed
I;}l Mrs.  Gandhi with

epalese  leaders. The
project will -~ be capable
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kw. of power.
DURING the four-day state

emerging as

international

subscribe to the
non-alignment

and peaceful co-existence.”

She also took the oppor-
mobilisation

could be the true answer

Nepal’s eco-
would always be prepared
. to share with Nepal what-
economic gains
had made or would make,

Nepalese Prime

ings of deep affection and
esteem of
Government.

He hoped  the present
visit will result in further
mutual understanding and

- co-operation. Mr.  Bista

said personal contact such
as this between leaders
of the two countries would
enable them exchange views
both on matters of com-
mon interest as well as
international problems.

During  her stay in
Nepal, the Indian PM had
hinted that India  was will-
ing to extend even greater
aid to Nepal than contem-
plated before. The Nepal
PM had also expressed
satisfaction with the visit
and Mrs. Gandhi on her
return to Delhi had dec-
lared that her visit to
Nepal was valuable. She
did " not think there were
any real misunderstanding
between the two coun-'
tries, and she had added
that if some misunders-
tandings arose they could
easily be smoothed out
through  discussions.

In this connection, it is

important to realise that
China has been wooling
Nepal most assidously in
recent years. And Nepal
too has got a great deal
from  China. A recent
issue  of the Hong-Kong
based Far Eastern Economic
Review said.

“Prime  Minister  Kirtin-
idhi Bista's visit to China
in the last week of Nov-
ember 1972 marked ano-
ther turn. in the politics
of aid surrounding Nepal.
Bista said nothing about
what  transpired  between
him and Premier Chou.
En-lai or what was dis.
cussed when he meg
Chairman Mao for 99
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minuces.. But it was known

that . he returned with
renewed assurances of
Chinese friendship  and
assistance. An  economic

aid agreement signed with
Peking will see China pro-
moting four new projects
in Nepal. The most prized is
the building of a modern
textile mill.  The exact size
of. this investment has
"not been  worked out
‘but nformed sources sug-
gest it could be in the
region of US ¢18 million

“Another prcject is the
construction of a 40 kilo-
meter road, which will
link the recently completed
Fact-West  H ghway  with
Gorkha and  Narayanghac
in Central Nepal. |t will

open up the most produc-

the Central
the

tive areas in
region,  thus
economy a boost. The
other two projects are
the setting up of an elec
--tric .  trolley-bus service
between  Kathmandu  and
Bhaktapur and the expan-
sion of the Chinese—
built brick and tiles factory.

Chinese 2id to _ these
projects will be outright
© grants.  Six  Chinese-aided
proj-cts have already been
cc mpleted.

- “The new Chinese com-
mitments follow 2 nejative
report by 2 Soviet exnerts’
team: on four projects on

giving

which Nepal sought Rus-
sian. assistance. '~ They had
been found  feasible by
local: experts. The Soviet
report  rejecting  all  of
them at the same time
has raised speculation here
whether . political consi-
‘derations played a part
in zhe affair.
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“Things . have  changed
since Bista visited Moscow
a year ago. It is believed
that Russia has since pro-
posed a long term peace
and friendship treaty along
the lines of the treaties
the Soviet Union has with
India and Bangladesh.
Bista is said to have argued
that 2 treaty between the
countries  already  existed
and no new one was
required. It appears that
Moscow is taking up a
tough bargaining  stance
while Peking is emphasi-
sing its readiness to stand
by Nepal through thick
and thin. Bista has stated
categorically that his Pek-
ing visit  has further
cemented relations
ween the two countries
and that there is full un-
derstanding in Peking of
Nepal’s problems and as-
pirations.”

Successful development of
relations  between  Nepal
and China will no doubt
benefit both sides.  Chi-
nese assistance is an im-
portant  factor in  the
development of - Nepalese
national economy. It facis
litates social progress of
the . country by promoting
and °  strengtehning  up-to
date forms of developing
economy, Due to the
increasing ties with China,
the Nepalese foreign policy
of non-alignment becomes
more. diverse and the
country can more freely
afford to opursue an inde-
pendent foreign - course.

But mutua! apprecia-
tion alone is not enough
for true Ffriendship, mut-
uval interests should also
be considered.  Assum-

bet- .

"in Kathmandu

Report from: India

ing this is the only right
criterion of Sino-Nepa-
lese ' relations it is felt

by many neuvtral obser-
vers that Nepal had
tilted a little heavily

in favour of China,
it is

and
moot point whe-

ther the February visit
of Indian PM will
rectify = matters.

ONE THING .which has
causerd great concern in
India’ was the attempt
made by Peking to draw
Nepa to join an anti-
Indian  campaign. Such a
campaign would have ad-
versely affected Nepal’s
long-term interests, be-
cause Nepal cannot fford

to discard [ndia alto sether.
Understandably she <cannot
afford to  quarrel  with
China, but ‘there v=2s no -
need for Nepal to tilt
too much towards China
during recent years.

It was roted that a bias
too strongly in favour of
Pakistan _had been until .
recently one of the weak-
est links ~ in . Nepalese
foreign policy.  And it is
not unlikely that such a
bias in favour of . Pakistan,
with _ overtones of anti-
Indianism, was inspired by
China. It is known, for
instance, that sometime
ago. the Chinese Embassy
had succeed-
switching the bulk"
of the export trade of
Nepal from Calcutta to
Chittagong, the main port
of what was then East
Pakistan. In return, China
had  agreed -to  supply:
Nepal  with their own
goods at reduced prices.
Furthermore, it is also ~wel}.

ed in
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known chat' Peking had
endeavoured to delay and
prevent Nopal from re-
cognising  Bungladesh. So
close had Kathmandu and
Peking got at one stage that
there were suggestions ‘that
Sino-American  discussions  at
ambassadorial * level  could

be held in Nepal—and this
was before Nixon went to
Peking.

have also been
matters which have
caused deep concern in
India.  Recently, for the
first time- in all the years
of economic co-operation
the Chinese representa-
tives asked  Kathmandu,
and were insistent in their
request, for premission
to send their experts to
the regions of Nepal that
border on India, And
though  'Chinese  experts
are - only there for an
experimental programme of
growing catton, their very
presence on the Indian
border. can cause well-
grounded apprehensfons in
‘India, i

There
other

It is also reported that
several hundreds of Biharis,
Muslim = refugees  from
Bangladesh,  have  found
their -way. into the terri-
tory of Nepal. They are
said to be all kept in spe-
cial ~ reservations  situated
close to hydropower-stat-
ions - built with the assis
tance of Chinese experts.
Refugees from among the
Biharis can easily get jobs

at these hydropower-
stations, but the secrecy
around their presence in

Nepal is what causes con-
ce.’n. i
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NONE OF these facts

referred should mnormally
cause’ alarms if not for
another matter which has
been' spotlighted in * the
world press.  Reuter had
reported that Premier
Chou En-lai had told
Mendes France, former
Prime Minister of France,
that a fire was flaring
up on the Indian borders
and that tnis important
Chinese  enemy would
burn down in the fire.
Chou's ‘statement has been
understood to mean that

Peking was in some degree
responsible for a fire bet-

ween India and  Nepal
It is not <lear how Mendes
France ' himself has under-
stood this statement of
the Chinese leader. But
there is not the slightest
doubt that Nepal herself
should be cautious about
her relations with ‘India.
Gecpolitically, Nepal should
exercise the greatest care
in starting fires  which
can damage India.

The visit of the Indian

Prime Minister is no doubt

intended to ensure that
Nepal is not led into ad-
venturist  policies  which
will cause unnecessary
tension in the subconti-
nent.

In  geopolitical  calcula-
tions, one cannot disregard
rumours that China will
resort to extreme measure
like the occupation of Nepal
if the latter does not join

in an anti-lndia  front.
Those who,  know Nepal
realise that the position
for Kathmandu 1Is dange-
rously precarious. On ‘the
Sino-Nepalese border live
people who are ethni-

cally closer to the Tibe-
tans than to the Nepalese.
Many of them are refugees
from Tibet, It is also note
worthy of the two high-
ways built with Chinese
assistance, the main one
runs from Kathmandu to
the  Tibetan border, and
this - can esasily be used
for transporting heavy
loads - including tanks ard
artillery.

All these fears will
prove to be groundless
if China will normalise
her relations with India.
Indian leaders have ex-
pressed their willingness
to enter into a dialogue
with the Chinese to re-
establish normal rela-
tions, but there has been
no response as Yyet from
Peking.

WHILST  Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi is busy pay-
ing special attention to
her. immediate neighbours,
the question about her
relations with the United
States was also brought
into sharp focus. On the
day before she had left
for Kathmandu she  had
addressed the ©One Asia
Assembly, and in  the
course of her remarks
had ' wondered how good
the  Vietnam  Agreement
really was—because it did
not ensure the end to all
fighting, She ‘has also
asked whether the ruthless
bombing and fighting in
Vietnam would have been

tolerated so long if the
people ccncerned had
been  ‘‘European”.  These
and other. ‘remarks ‘had

caused a furore in the US
and she was criticised for
being  ‘catty and - cynical’
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about the “historic”
nam agreement.

- It was reported
official quarters
gton  had re-acted with
“anger, shock and pique”
to the Prime Minister's
remarks. The authorita-
tive version of the speech
which had causea so much
agitation in the US read:-
“Indian  tradition has al-
ways spoken of one world
—I have grown up in this

that

belief and | abhor chau-
vinistic nationalism ' or
racialism of any colour
.and type but | would like

to ask 2 question: Would
this sort of war or the
savage bombing which has
taken place in  Vietnam
have been tolerated for so
long, had the people been
European.”

In a speech at Kathmandu
and: in other subsequent
speeches, she had stated
that the Vietnam remarks
was not directed against
any ©  particular country,
they were not intended
to offend any particular
‘country, but was only an
.objective  assessment of
the situation and its impli-
cations for the future.

Observers feel that - the
over-sensitive  reaction  in
the US was due to the
fact that Washington ex-
pected much greater cor-
diality and support from
India than she has got in

recent times. India has
however been stung by
repeated references in the
US linking her  current
desire for good relations
with the US with India’s
food situation. Indian sen-
sitiveness is perhaps due

to * the fact that there is
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Viet-

in Washin--

a great .deal of truth in
this just as the USA s
sensitive = because of  the
muddle she had made of
her South Asia policy.

There are also many
other unspoken suspicions
about US intentions in
the subcontinent. especially
the current US enthusi-
asm to partake in the
work  of reconstructing
Bangladesh—considering  the
attitude the US had shown

during  the Bangladesh
crisis. US policy vis a vis
this sub-continent had
really got itself into a
muddle and its dangerous
potentialities had become
apparent during the short
Indo-Pak war in December

1971. The US policy sought

to ‘“balance” one power
against the other so that
the ‘“vaccum  was  not
filled by either, but by
the US itself.  But this
policy failed because the
‘old rulers of Pakistan did
not pursue 2 realistic
pelicy. On the contrary,

US support and military
assistance  contributed to
their arrogance and ulti-
mate downfall.

The Bangladesh debacle
for Pakistan had come in
the midst of President
Nixon’s plans = to visit
Peking, and the US made
every efiort to maintain

the status quo in the sub-
continent. ~ The US sent
the 7th Fleet to the Bay
of Bengal and this encou-
raged Yahya Khan's sol-
diers into continuing their
senseless resistance and
thereby - caused heavy hu-
man losses in Bangladesh.

Report from India

Being  pragmatists  and
realistst, the  Americans
changed their policies and
were prepared to have
a subcontineat with three
countries,  Pakistan, Indin
and Bangladesh. The pro-
paganda machine was set
in motion to make people
forget US share of guilt
in the bloodbath in Bang-
ladesh, and a new South
Asia  policy was reluctantly
outiined. :

But, to all intents and
purposes, it is the samie
old policy in a new garb:
how is the US ‘o restore

its influence in the area?

This is a legitiriate ob-
jective for any big power,
but countries ‘ike India
cannot be  blaned for
being apprehensive about
much that is happening,
especially  in  Bangladesh.
The US poured assistance
into the new Bangladesh
even  before  Washington
officially _recognised ir. The
Bengalis ‘“anxiots to main-
tain friendly relations with
the world welcomed this
asssistance—but could theay
forget the past?

WHAT ARE the secret
goals which the Americans

.are pursuing in Bangladesh?

Their activities indicate
. that one of the '  main
goals is to prevent Bangla-
desh  from establishing
really friendly ties with
India, This  reflects the
policy the Americans pur-
sued in the past o
“balance” Indian influence:
in this region as well as_
the US current irritation .
with India.
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To provoke a
between  Bangladesh
ladiz, the Americans
resorted to ' various
and means. Thus,
have established " close
<atts with the right
lefc-wing . extremist  forces
opposed to . .the ruling
Awami League and hostile
to. India, The circles in
‘Dacca which zre in a posi-
tion - to  know  believe,
and not without ‘reason,
that these - opposition
groups would have been
clearly unable to line up
their forces, oppose the
Government and  directly
attack ~ Mujibur Rahman,
had- they not enjoyed
direct  American  support.

quarrel

and
have
ways
they
con-

and

deal
certain
inter-
internal
" and

There s a
of concern
US Jigiomats’
fering  with.
politics of Dacca
Bangladesh. There was 2
notable example of how
‘the: recent student demons-
trations ‘against US bomb-
ings 2gainst- VietAam was
made into a _ spearhead
to. attack + the  Mujibur
Rahman * government.  Will
these  foreign eléments
attempt to create politi-
cal instability inside Bangla-
desh * just before the elec-
tions due on * March 7?7
It will be a disaster of
the first magnitude if the
government . of Mujibur
Rahman is  disrupted—be-
cause it is the only gov-

great
that

are
the

ernment which ‘can bring
Bangladesh 'back ‘to some
normality.

It is time Washington
realised that the old
cheory of “balances” is
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now outmoded. India
will not go hat in hand

to the White Hcuse
because of the food -
crisis. Nor will - !ndia-
surrender if things are
made hot for her in Ban-
gladesh. India is yet

capable of saying what she
wants about Vietnam and
also about CIA activities
in the India.

India believes that the
US should abandon the
old thezory of “balances”
in the subcontinent if
US-Indian relations are
to be normalised. There
are indications that the
US still believes in this
theory and it was
because of this she had
not accepted the Simla
Agreement between
India and Pakistan with
enth:’siasm.

5 BY

From Texas Ranch
to Architect of

“Great Society”
by Frank Kuest

Lyndon Baines lohnson,
36th President of the Uni-
ted States, left the Nation
a legacy of progress in
civil rights, education,
medical care, space explo-
ration, and effcrts to end
poverty. But he did not
live to see the achieve-
ment of the most impor-
tant goal of his adminis-
tration—a  peaceful settle-
ment of the Vietnam war.

Mr. Johnson—popularly
known as  “L.B.)."—died

on  January 22, almost
four years to the day
after  leaving the  White
House for  retirement at
his beloved ranch near
Austin, Texas. He will be
buried at the ranch on
January 25 after lying in
State at the capitol in
Washington. He was 64
years old.

No President ever assu-
med office under more
dramatic and  tragic cir-
cumstance than Mr.
Johnson. Less than a. half
hour after President IJlohn
F. Kennedy died from an
assassin’s bullets in Dallas,
Texas, November 22, 1963,

Lyndon Johnson was sworn
in as the 36th President
on the Presidential plane
at  Dallas Airport.

Informing Congress
officially of Mr. IJohnson's
death, President Nixon
said:  "Millions of Ameri-
cans will always remember
a bitter day in November
1963 when so many of
our people doubted the
very future of this Republic,
when so . many were stun-
ned at the very idea that
an  American  Chief  of
State could be assassinated
in this age, and so many
abroad were fearful about
the future course of the
American Democracy . .
Lyndon lohnson rose above
the doubt and the fear
to hold this nation on
course until we redisco-
vered our fzith in our-
selves.”

As Vice
President,

President and
Mr. lohnson was
one of America’'s most
travelled leaders, visiting
more than 30 foreigr. coun-
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tries. A man of

very
humble beginnings in his
native Texas, Mr. lohnson
never lost the common
touch, 3

After encountering Bashir
Ahmed, a camel driver
during a visit to Pakistan
in {961, he invited him
for a visit to the United
" States. He treated leaders
and  the masses  alike
" during his foreign travels
introducing what was to
become known as “shirt-
sleeve. diplomacy” on his
trips abroad. In countries
where the climate was
tropical, he removed his
coat and  stopped his
motorcades so that he
could alight and shake
hands with the throngs
that gathered to see the
American President.

As President, he set the
wheels in  motion for
detente  with the Soviet
Urion, reaching agreements
with’ Moscow for a cutback
in fissionable materials, on
reciprocal civil air flights,
on outer space and a non-
proliferation  treaty  which
prevented the spread of
nuclear weapons.

His greatest - disappoint-
—ment in foreign  affairs
was the war that would
not end in VYietnam. This
unpopular  involvement of
the United States in
Southeast Asia caused
great  division at home.
His efforts to ieek a set-
tlement  through  negotia-
tions at Paris did not
succeed, His decision not
to seek re-election in 1968
definitely marked him as
a casunlity of the war in
Vietnam.
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Society” in

His
Wwas

dream as
to create the *‘Great
the United
model for
landmarks

President

States as a
mankind. The
of  domestic legislation
that formed the founda-
tion of *The Great Society”
—the  Civil Rights Acts
of 1964, 1965 and 1968;
Medicare (medical aid for
the Elderly); aid to Edu-
cation; the War on Poverty,
and Consumer Protection,
all designed to improve
the quality of life in
America—represented a
gigantic  breakthrough in a
Congressional  stalemate of
that period that had sty-
mied the ' passage of much
social legislation for years,

U.S. Senator Mike Mans-
field, who succeeded Mr.
Johnson as the Democra-
tic leader in the Senate
said at this death: “He
was the greatest President
in the area of social and
domestic reform this coun-

try has ever known. The
Great Society will be his
monument to history.”

Mr. Johnson once said
of 'the Presidency: ‘“You
want to be very careful,
apply  yourself,  conserve
your  strength, be alert

and try to envision various
situations here and there..
No man  ever became
President who didn’t want
to be the best President
the country ever had..
I've tried to do right.
The . big problem is knowing

what's  right. One  says,
‘Full  steam ahead’, and
another says, ‘Let’s take
a siesta and talk about
it tomorrow'..When you
duck, dodge hesitate and
shimmy, every man and

L.B.J.

his dog gives you 'a kick.
| expect to gét kicked,
but | don't expect to duck’.

In the field of civil
rights, Mr. ' Johnson ha:z
been credited with doing
more than any other Pre-
sident in seeking to achieve
racial - equality in the
United ' States. During his
administration.  the voting
rights act  and other im-
portant civil rights legis- .
lation were enacted.

A distinguished
tive career

legisla--
precéded Mr..
Johnson’s entry into the
executive branch of the
u.s. Government. He
left the Senate in 1960 to
win election  ar Vice
President,  runnin, ~ with
his fellow Sena:or John
F.- Kennedy, who was el-cted
President,

A member of the Damc-
ratic Party, Mr. lohnson
served in the House of
Representatives, winning " a.
seat in _the 1936 election
as an "ardent supporter-
of President Franklin
Delano  Roosevelt. While
serving in the House, he,
as a naval reservist, was
the first Congressman to
entér the Service after
the attack on Pearl Harbour
on December 7, 194l

After  completing = Navy
Service, he returned to
his. seat in the Haiise,
serving  until 1948 when
he won election to the
Senate. It was in the

Senate that he distinguished
himself and went on to
become what many Ameri-
cans acknowledge as the
greatest and most effect-
ive Senate majority le.der
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Although al-
ways Democrat, Mr.
Johnson worked ° closely
_and smoothly as majority
leader  with  the late
Republican = President Dwight

in hlstory

D. Eisenhowér . during the
jatter’s two  administra-
tions. And as  majority
leader, Mr. = Johnson, was

in the forefront of Ameri-
a's drive to conquer oiter

space and ¢o maintain a
strong < Amerita. - He fol-
lowed ‘'this ‘course . i, the

Presidency.:

In retirement, Mr. John-
son contmued to be a
firm supgprter of Presi-
dent Nixon’s policy in
Vietnam,” even though he
‘announced he would vote
‘ for’  Scnator  George Me-
last November's
* Presidenticl Election.

M. ‘sohnson-

credited  his  wife,
Bird, who = survives | him,
with: the inspiration = for
his successes. She shared
these  successes ?n the
disappointments with him.

Lady'

Mr. * "Johnson was. born
‘August 27, 1908, on his
parents’ Farm °  between

Stonewall and Johnson city,
Texas,
farmer and
tor and.,the
of - British Ancestry.
late  President.

state legisla-
family  was
The

received

his schooling in Texas and.

was graduated from south-
weét Texas State Teachers
College.

Mr. Johnson's death
leaves the United States
without a diving ex-Presi-

dent for the first time
in 40 years. " L
For cnly the second.

time, . flags are beng flown
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“His father was ' a’

at ha'fsstaff for two former

chief  executives: Mr.
Truman died on December
26, The woaly ocher time
when flags were flowa.
at half-staff for two Ex-
Presidents was when
Thomas Jefferson and John
Adams died on the same
day-luly 4, 1826.

A FOLK TALE

Unequal phrtn_ers

A CROCODILE and a
jackal @ decided to buy a
farm  In  partnership- and

share the produce between
them. The first crop they

decided to sow was ‘pota-
toes. Now  everybody
knows that the /fox is a
very clever animal, but
this ~the stupid crocodile
did not know, The croco-
dile' did not know  that
potatoes grew . under the
earth. He thought like

fruits it grew' on the bran-

. ches, he told the fox, as
sonn  as | crop was  Sown:
“Friend, let us divide the
produce = now. Whatever

grows on top of the ground
is mine and what is below
is yours.

The fox smiled and
agreed. © When . the potato
plants were fully up, the
crocodile cut off all the
green sleaves ~on top and
took them home, He was

disappointed not to find a
single  potato. Running
back to the field he saw

the fox digging up all the
“potatoes.

“Pve been chea-
ted this time”, he thought,
and decided *to get the
better of the fox next
time.

to eat

THE SECOND CROP they
chose to grow were grains.

This  time the  crocodile
again  said: = “Friend  this,
time | will take the roots,
~you may take what | is
above the ground. When
the grain was ripe, the
jackal cut  off all  the
stalks and took it home.

he crocodile was very happy,
the was sure the fox had
been aricked properly. He
went to get the grain and
found only ~dry earth.
There was nothing beneath,
The was very angry. He
felt' sure the fox had trick-
en him and was determined
to teach him a lesson.
This time they decided,
to grow sugarcane.  The
crocodile angrily demanded
the plants and the jackal
feigning that he was re-
luctantly agreeing, said yes,

When it was time for
the sugarcane to be cut
he took all the sticks on
top, leaving the knotty
lower partion to the fox.
Getting down' he decided
the sugarcane, . but’
munch ~as . he right, he
found it all bitter. Angrily,
he went to the fox's and

found him chewing the
sugarcane.,
Throwing the bitter

stalks at him the crocodile

said: *Our partnership s
over, Every time lose.
You get the best of the
crop’. “But - you take
whatever you want’” said
the fox.. I know™”, said
the crocodile, “but every-

time something goes wrong.
You are too clever to
have for a partner.” Say-
ing this he went off home
and there was no further
farming.
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